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Top Stories

More than 160 dead in 
bushfires in Australia
173 people have been killed in 
fires raging through Australia, the 
worst bushfires in the nation's 
history. Nearly 815,447 acres 
(330,000 hectares) have been 
burned and 750 homes 
destroyed. In 1983, 75 people 
were killed on what is dubbed the 
Ash Wednesday fire. 71 people 
were killed in similar fires in 
1939. The country's prime 
minister, Kevin Rudd, described 
the fires "mass murder".

Airplane crash in Brazil kills 
24
Twenty-four people, among them 
seven children, were killed on 
Sunday after their airplane 
crashed in a river in Brazil. The 
aircraft, which was a twin-engine 
Embraer turboprop chartered by 
Manaus Aerotaxis, was carrying 
26 passengers and two crew 
members when it crashed. There 
were four survivors.

Saudi most-wanted list 
includes former Guantanamo 
captives
On February 3, 2009, the 
Government of Saudi Arabia 
released a list of 85 most wanted 
suspected terrorists. In the days 
that followed, close to a dozen 
former Guantanamo captives 
were identified, among those 
were 85 men and boys. 
Guantanamo has held 129 Saudi 
captives. 113 of the Saudi 
captives have been set free or 
transferred to Saudi custody. 

Top Stories

Most former captives were held, 
for a time, at the Care 
rehabilitation center.

Wikipedia Current Events

Thirty mummies are discovered 
in a 2,600-year-old ancient 
Egyptian tomb at Saqqara. 

•Bishop Richard Williamson is 
removed from a Roman Catholic 
seminary in Argentina after 
denying the Holocaust. 

•Japan's Nissan Motors cuts 
20,000 jobs in response to the 
global economic downturn. 

•France's government announces 
a €6.5-billion bailout for the 
automotive industry. 

•Cécile Manorohanta resigns as 
Madagascar's Minister for 
Defense. 

•Bushfires in Victoria, Australia, 
have now killed at least 130 
people and destroyed at least 
750 homes. 

•A Tamil Tiger suicide bomber kills 
28 people and injures 90 others 
at a Sri Lankan refugee camp. 

•The Associated Press receives a 
video showing Pakistani militants 
executing kidnapped Polish 
engineer Peter Stanczak. 

•Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg is 
named Germany's Federal 
Minister of Economics and 
Technology. 

•A video confirms that al-Qaeda 
has kidnapped Canadian diplomat 
Robert Fowler in Niger. 

Wikipedia Current Events

•Major League Baseball player 
Alex Rodriguez admits using 
banned anabolic steroids between 
2001 and 2003.

US Court of Appeals reduces 
sentence for former Philippines 
officer in spy case
for espionage could now be eligible 
for immediate release after a 
United States Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit judge panel 
Friday modified a United States 
District Court for the District of 
New Jersey's judgment, ordering a 
resentence of the accused under 
more lenient guidelines.

"I feel relieved for Michael Aquino 
and his family. We won the appeal. 
Michael will be resentenced. His 
new sentencing range will be 
36-46 months (that is, essentially 
time served). Aquino has now 
served exactly 41 months in prison 
to the day on Feb. 9, 2009," 
Aquino's lawyer, Mark A. Berman, 
Esq. said. "The accused pleaded 
guilty to merely to possessing 
military secrets, and a three-judge 
panel of the Third Circuit Court of 
Appeals agreed that Walls erred in 
using harsher sentencing guideline 
reserved gathering or transmitting 
classified documents," Berman 
added.

But Federal prosecutors had 
argued for Walls' sentence, 
alleging "his guilty plea included 
acknowledging the stolen 
documents could have been used 
to harm the United States, making 
him eligible for the stiffer 
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sentence," Christopher J. Christie, 
U.S. Attorney for the District of 
New Jersey submitted. "Crimes 
like these strike at the heart of our 
national security because they 
involve our keeping our secrets 
secret. These defendants will face 
the full weight of federal 
prosecution," said US Attorney 
Christie.

"The arrests of Leandro Aragoncillo 
and Michael Ray Aquino affirm the 
FBI's commitment to apprehending 
those who would seek to reveal 
classified information to foreign 
nationals," explained FBI Special 
Agent in Charge Leslie Wiser Jr. 
Both accused were ordered in 
judicial custody without bail by 
United States Magistrate Judge 
Patty Shwartz in September 2005.

"While Aragoncillo was an active 
participant in the offense, Aquino's 
role was purely passive," wrote 
Circuit Judge Maryanne Trump 
Barry in a written opinion 
promulgated Friday, in "US v 
Aquino" (No. 07-3202), an 
appealed case originating from 
D.C. Crim. No. 05-cr-00719. In the 
judgment, federal judges Barry, 
Michael Chagares and Jane A 
Restani, Chief Judge of the United 
States Court of International 
Trade, sitting by designation, have 
acknowledged that Judge William 
H. Walls' interpretation of the 
harsher sentencing guideline was 
understandable, but the statute is 
imprecise. "Accordingly, we will 
vacate the judgment of sentence 
and remand for resentencing," the 
panel ruled.

"The Honorable Maryanne Barry" is 
a United States Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit judge, 
daughter of Mary MacLeod Trump, 
who hails from Tong, Western 
Isles. Barry is the older sister of 
real estate mogul Donald Trump 
and the mother of David Desmond, 

who is a neuropsychologist and the 
author of the satirical novel Oliver 
Booth.

The espionage case was the first of 
its kind, obliging the Court to turn 
to the dictionary instead as a legal 
tool to resolve the landmark case. 
Circuit Judge Barry then used the 
1993 version of the Webster’s 
Third New International Dictionary 
to define the word "obtain." The 
pertinent part, pages 9 to 10 of 
the 13-page decision provides as 
follows: “First, Aquino never 
admitted—at least in so many 
words—that he “obtained” the 
documents found in his 
possession. According to 
Webster’s, “to obtain” means “to 
gain or attain possession or 
disposal of usu[ally] by some 
planned action or method.” 
Webster’s Third New International 
Dictionary 1559 (1993). This has 
an active connotation. At his 
sentencing hearing, Aquino 
answered in the affirmative when 
asked whether he had “receiv[ed]” 
documents (App. 44) that 
Aragoncillo “was providing” (App. 
45) or “transmit[ting]” (App. 46). 
At no point was “planned action or 
method” on Aquino’s part even 
suggested. While Aragoncillo was 
an active participant in the 
offense, Aquino’s role was purely 
passive. In short, there is no 
sound textual basis for selecting 
either § 2M3.2 or § 2M3.3 to 
address Aquino’s retention offense 
at Step One. Fortunately, at Step 
Two, the Sentencing Commission 
provided guidance that makes it 
functionally irrelevant whether we 
begin our analysis at § 2M3.2 or § 
2M3.3. Critically, the District Court 
did not heed what the Commission 
had said.” —"USA v. Michael Ray 
Aquino," Case No. 07-3202, Circuit 
Judge Maryanne Trump Barry

Judge Walls sentenced Aquino to 
76 months imprisonment for 

violation of 18 United States Code 
793(e), punishable under the 
harsher United States Sentencing 
Guidelines, 2M3.2, (Gathering 
National Defense Information, 
which imposes 35 years sentence 
if top secret and 30 years, if not) 
instead of the more lenient 2M3.3 
(Transmitting National Defense 
Information, etc.)

Because of the Barry decision 
which modified the original Hall's 
sentence, Aquino now faces 37 to 
46 months imprisonment when he 
is resentenced by the United 
States District Court for the 
District of New Jersey. Since he 
has already served 40 months, he 
could be immediately released.

But since he was initially arrested 
in September 2005 for tourist visa 
rules violations, he will be 
delivered by the judicial authorities 
to United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services when he 
leaves McRae Correctional 
Institution in Georgia. Aquino will 
be processed for deportation. 
McRae is a city in Telfair County, 
Georgia, United States.
 
Michael Ray Aquino was a former 
Deputy Directory of the Philippines 
National Police Intelligence Group 
and former senior superintendent 
of the now-disbanded Philippines 
Presidential Anti-Organized Crime 
Task Force under former 
Philippines president Joseph 
Estrada.

On November 24, 2000, PR man 
Bubby Dacer and his driver 
Emmanuel Corbito were kidnapped 
along the corner Zobel Roxas 
Street in Manila and the South 
Super Highway by gunmen 
believed to be members of the 
PNP. Four days after, the victims' 
charred remains, consisting of 
burnt bones, metal dental plates 
and a ring, were later found in 
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Barangay Buna Lejos, Indang, 
Cavite. Both victims were killed by 
strangulation.

P/Col. Glenn Galapon Dumlao, one 
of the accused, named former Po/
Supt. Cezar O. Mancao II and 
former S/Supt. Michael Ray Aquino 
as the brains behind the crime. 
Mancao and Aquino were members 
of Presidential Anti-Organized 
Crime Task Force or PAOCTF, 
headed by then Gen. Panfilo 
Lacson. Suspects Mancao and 
Aquino left the country after being 
implicated in the heinous crime. 
Dumlao disappeared afterwards 
but later resurfaced in the US.

In 2005, murder cases were filed 
in Philippine courts and arrests 
warrants were issued against 
accused Dumlao, Aquino and 
Mancao. Dumlao, a resident of 
Patchogue, New York was arrested 
and held without bail on November 
20, 2008 by virtue of a warrant of 
arrest issued by Judge William D. 
Wall. On December 10, Dumlao 
was ordered extradited to the 
Philippines by Judge A. Kathleen 
Tomlinson of the United States 
District Court for the Eastern 
District of New York in Long 
Island, New York.

The initial hearing of the 
extradition case of Dumlao’s co-
accused, Mancao II, now detained 
in Florida, was held on December 
3, in the US District Court in 
Southern Florida in Fort 
Lauderdale. Justice Secretary Raul 
M. Gonzalez had requested the US 
Justice Department to extradite 
Mancao and Dumlao to face 
murder charges in the Philippines. 
An extradition hearing has yet to 
be initiated for Aquino, although, 
as trusted officer of then PNP 
chief, now senator, Panfilo Lacson, 
was also requested for extradition 
by the Philippine government to 
face trial for the Dacer-Corbito 

double murder.

"Sir, the other day Leandro 'Lean' 
Aragoncillo called me. ... He wants 
to talk to you and give you some 
updates on the political situation in 
the country," wrote Aquino in an 
e-mail of January 2005 to his 
former boss Sen. Panfilo "Ping" 
Lacson. "I find all the information 
that you are sending me very 
useful. I hope you will continue 
sending more," replied Sen. 
Lacson in an e-mail he allegedly 
sent in January 2005 to 
Aragoncillo. "By no means would 
you show this information. ... I will 
be affected severely. Again, please 
protect the source - Me," said 
Aragoncillo in an E-mail he 
allegedly sent in August 2005 to 
former Philippines President 
Joseph Estrada.

In March 2005, Aquino was 
arrested by immigration 
authorities for overstaying his visa. 
He contacted his friend, Leandro 
Aragoncillo, a Philippine-born 
civilian FBI Intelligence Analyst, 
who worked in the White House 
(between 1999 and 2002) as 
"administration chief" of the 
security detail assigned to the Vice 
President (Gore and then Cheney). 
However, Aragoncillo's efforts on 
Aquino's behalf eventually led to 
Aragoncillo being investigated by 
the FBI. In the course of that 
investigation, evidence of 
espionage against the United 
States Government was 
uncovered.
 
According to reports complied by 
Filipino intelligence professionals, 
there were indications of a link 
between Aragoncillo and the 
French intelligence service, 
Direction générale de la sécurité 
extérieure. Frequent visits by 
Aragoncillo to Manila allegedly 
were interspersed with clandestine 
meetings between identified, 

French operatives and several 
"illegals" (i.e. unregistered agents) 
around 2002 to 2004.

"What it means is that there is a 
hole in White House security. 
There are two kinds of people at 
the White House: Those that have 
been very well-vetted and those 
that have been extremely well-
vetted and have access to the top 
secret computer network. This 
man had access to the top secret 
computer network." said Richard 
A. Clarke, a former White House 
adviser.

"The FBI said Aragoncillo was 
concerned about e-mailing from 
his personal account so many 
classified documents from FBI 
computers, and he asked one 
recipient, Filipino opposition Sen. 
Panfilo "Ping" Lacson, whether he 
was a nuisance. "The reply, court 
records say, came back two days 
later in a cell phone message 
intercepted by the FBI: "What you 
are sending are never a nuisance 
to me. They are in fact informative 
and very useful," Clark added.

In September 2005, Aragoncillo, a 
retired US Marine Gunnery 
Sergeant with 21 years service 
was suspended by the FBI, and 
arrested for violation of Title 18 of 
the US Code, Sections 371 and 
951, admitting espionage activities 
from August 2000 to August 2005, 
and taking files while working 
under VP Cheney from 2001-2002, 
including giving information to 
another country.

In July 2007, Aragoncillo, age 50, 
a naturalized US citizen residing in 
Woodbury, New Jersey was 
sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment for "transferring 
classified information to assist in 
overthrow of Philippines 
government." Aragoncillo, 
admitted passing information by 
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cellphone text messages and e-
mail messages through Hotmail 
and Yahoo accounts, to Aquino, 
former President Joseph Estrada, 
Sen. Panfilo Lacson, and 
opposition politicians, who wanted 
to oust Mrs. Arroyo, including 
former House Speaker Arnulfo 
Fuentebella, according to court 
documents. He will be released 
from Federal Correction Institute 
in Big Spring, Texas on May 28, 
2014.

The court fined Aragoncillo 
$40,000. "I never intended to 
cause harm or injury to the United 
States," Aragoncillo told the judge. 
In July 2007, Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
as well as deposed president 
Joseph Estrada have admitted to 
receiving information from Aquino, 
but they denied any conspiracy. 
"Aquino is determined not to 
return to the country," said Sen. 
Lacson, who admitted extending 
financial support to Aquino and his 
family.

In July, 2008, Sabina and Carina 
Dacer, the daughters of missing 
public relations man Salvador 
"Bubby" Dacer testified at the 
Manila Regional Trial Court (RTC), 
after almost eight years of self-
exile in the United States. "In his 
exact words he said, 'mga anak, 
kung may mangyari sa akin, 
walang ibang may kakagawan 
noon kundi si Ping Lacson, (my 
daughters, if anything happens to 
me, no one but Ping Lacson is 
responsible)" Sabina Dacer told 
ABS-CBN News and Current 
Affairs. "Hindi naman kilala ng 
daddy ko si Michael Ray Aquino as 
far as we know eh. So kung hindi 
siya kilala ng daddy ko, sino yung 
kilala niya na kilala ng daddy ko? 
(My dad does not know Michael 
Ray Aquino as far as we know. So, 
if my dad does not know him, 
whom does he know that my dad 
knows?)" Carina Dacer said.

Sen. Panfilo Lacson has 
vehemently denied any 
involvement in the Dacer-Corbito 
murder case. "For the Nth time, I 
will assert the truth that I had 
nothing to do with it," said Lacson 
in a text message. "They can lie 
and make people lie even under 
oath and before a court of law to 
make me look bad and guilty in 
the Dacer case. In fact, right after 
Dacer disappeared, the family 
sought my help... And I responded 
the way I should as a law 
enforcement officer at that time," 
Lacson explained.

On Saturday, September 10, 
2005, Aquino was also arrested at 
Queens, New Jersey and was 
charged with conspiracy and 
acting as an agent of a foreign 
official in the jurisdiction of the 
United States District Court for the 
District of New Jersey, presided by 
U.S. District Judge William H. 
Walls. Aquino was accused of 
helping Aragoncillo transmit 
classified United States documents 
regarding President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo to her 
opponents in the Philippines, 
including both former President 
Joseph Estrada and current 
opposition leader, Panfilo Lacson, 
who had been Aquino's superior in 
the police force.
 
In an indictment of 6 Oct 2005 
signed and filed by United States 
Attorney Christopher J. Christie, 
the Grand Jury sitting at Newark, 
New Jersey, accused Aquino with 
charges of - "knowingly 
communicating classified 
information by a government 
employee to an agent or 
representative of a foreign country 
(i.e. receiving classified 
information), acting as an agent of 
a foreign official without 
notification of the Attorney 
General, in violation of of Title 18 

of the US Code, Section 951, 
conspiracy to commit all of the 
above offenses in violation of Title 
18 of the US Code, Section 371, 
and not cooperating with 
authorities, under Title 18 of the 
US Code, Section 2.

Under an eventual plea-bargain 
agreement, Aquino entered a plea 
of guilty to illegal possession of 
classified documents, but avoided 
the more serious charge of 
espionage which Aragoncillo 
received. On July 17, 2007, Aquino 
was sentenced to six years and 
four months in prison by U.S. 
District Judge William H. Walls. 
Federal prosecutors had sought 
the maximum 10-year term.

Aquino "did subject our nation to 
some peril," ruled Judge Walls. "I 
am sorry for what I did. I never 
had the intention to harm the 
United States. I love this country," 
said Aquino who addressed the 
court for three minutes before 
sentencing, and apologized. On 
November 21, 2008 his reduced 
sentence request was submitted to 
the appellate court.

Meantime, the Philippine National 
Police (PNP) is monitoring 
developments in the Aquino 
espionage case. “Of course we are 
interested in his case, but all we 
can do is to wait for the outcome 
of the case of Michael Ray in the 
US,” said a police official.

The Alliance for A Just and Lasting 
Peace in the Philippines has 
criticized the judgment: "For the 
AJLPP the news of the release 
proves that the charade of 
injustice is ever present when it 
comes to the cabal of AFP men 
who served as worst human rights 
violator and proven puppets of the 
United States military like the 
Lacson boys," the AJLPP said. "On 
the other cases of oppressed 
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immigrants like the Baoanan case 
languishes in courts and not acted 
upon. So much for double 
standard of American justice 
system." The AJLPP statement 
concluded.

No injuries, deaths after car-
bomb explodes in Madrid, 
Spain
A van packed with explosives blew 
up at a trade fair center in the 
Spanish capital, Madrid shortly 
after 9:00 a.m. Monday. The blast 
was preceded by a phoned in 
warning from the assailants, which 
allowed police and fire crews to 
evacuate the area. Authorities 
believe the ETA (Euskadi Ta 
Askatasuna), a Basque separatist 
group which is on the United 
States list of foreign terrorist 
organizations.

The attack comes three weeks 
before Basque regional elections 
and a day after the Spanish 
Supreme Court banned two 
nationalist party members from 
running for office in the upcoming 
election.

The van exploded around 9:00 
a.m. local time (3:00 a.m.EST) 
outside the HQ of the building 
company Ferrovial Agroman, at 
the Campo de las Naciones. A 
warning about the pending attack 
was phoned into the city's local 
chapter of the Red Cross about 90 
minutes before the explosion. The 
caller said the bomb would explode 
at 9:00 a.m. local time. No one 
was injured or killed, but the blast 
shattered windows in buildings and 
destroyed about 30 vehicles 
surrounding the blast zone. A 
nearby railway line and a bridge 
were also damaged.

Ferrovial is involved in building a 
high-speed train line in the Basque 
region, a project criticized by 
leftist Basque nationalists and 

ecologists and targeted by ETA in 
previous attacks. In December 
2008, Ignacio Uria, a businessman 
linked to this project, was shot and 
killed. The ETA claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 
Ferrovial has not commented on 
the incident.

Saudi most-wanted list 
includes former Guantanamo 
captives
On February 3, 2009, the 
Government of Saudi Arabia 
released a list of 85 most wanted 
suspected terrorists. In the days 
that followed, close to a dozen 
former Guantanamo captives were 
identified, among those were 85 
men and boys.

Guantanamo has held 129 Saudi 
captives. 113 of the Saudi captives 
have been set free or transferred 
to Saudi custody. Most former 
captives were held, for a time, at 
the Care rehabilitation center. The 
center is described as a humane 
facility. The intent of the center 
was to re-educate and re-integrate 
into mainstream Saudi society. It 
employed counseling, lectures, and 
generous financial assistance upon 
graduation.

The program was described as 
successful. It was held up as a 
model, and the United States 
encouraged neighboring countries, 
like Yemen, to set up similar 
rehabilitation and reintegration 
programs.

Then in January 2009, two former 
Guantanamo captives, and alumni 
of the rehabilitation program, Sa'id 
Ali Jabir Al Khathim Al Shihri (ISN 
372) and Abu Hareth Muhammad 
al-Oufi (ISN 333) appeared in a 
threatening Al Qaeda video. Said 
Jabir identified himself as the 
second in command of Al-Qaida in 
the Arabian Peninsula. Up until this 
video became public the Saudi 

government had claimed the 
program was a complete success.

The two men were among the men 
listed on the most wanted list. It 
has been reported that eleven 
former captives are on the list. The 
Saudi government hasn't officially 
identified the former Guantanamo 
captives in any English language 
press release; however, reporters 
and researchers have identified 
eight former Guantanamo captive 
on the list, in the English media.

In addition to Abu Hareth 
Muhammad al-Oufi and Sa'id Ali 
Jabir Al Khathim Al Shihri the 
other six former captives identified 
in English language media are: 
Adnan Al-Sayegh (ISN 105), Yusuf 
Al Jebairi Al Shahri (ISN 114), 
Othman Al-Ghamdi (ISN 184), 
Turki Mashawi Al Aseery (ISN 
185), Murtadi Muqrim (ISN 187), 
Jaber Jabran (ISN 188).
 
The transfer of Abu Hareth 
Muhammad al-Oufi and Sa'id Ali 
Jabir Al Khathim Al Shihri is widely 
used as an example of the 
difficulties in distinguishing which 
captives no longer posed a threat, 
and could safely be sent home. All 
the review boards of these men 
had recommended that they 
continued to pose a sufficiently 
serious threat to the U.S. and that 
they should remain in U.S. 
custody.

Six of the eight former 
Guantanamo captives who ended 
up on the Saudi's most wanted list 
following their release from Saudi 
custody were transferred in spite 
of all their review boards 
recommending their continued 
detention.

Of the 300 former captives 
transferred from Guantanamo 
since authorities started 
conducting formal reviews in 2004 
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three quarters were transferred 
after officers sitting on a board or 
tribunal had recommended their 
transfer. Of these eight men only 
Adnan Al-Sayegh and Jabir Jabran 
were sent home because officers 
sitting on the annual review 
boards had recommended their 
release. Adnan Al-Sayegh's 
repatriation to Saudi custody was 
authorized on August 16, 2005, 
and he was repatriated on May 19, 
2006. Jabir Jabran's repatriation 
was authorized on June 26, 2006, 
and he was repatriated on 
February 21, 2007.

The other six men, transferred 
from U.S. custody to Saudi 
custody in spite of the 
recommendations of their review 
boards, were all transferred on 
November 9, 2007. There were 
thirteen Saudis repatriated that 
day. Eleven of the thirteen men 
repatriated that day were 
repatriated in spite of all their 
review boards recommending their 
continued detention.

More than 160 dead in 
bushfires in Australia
173 people have been killed in 
fires raging through Australia, 
making this the deadliest bushfire 
in Australian history. Nearly 
815,447 acres (330,000 hectares) 
have been burned and 750 homes 
have been burned to the ground. 
In 1983, 75 people were killed on 
what was dubbed the Ash 
Wednesday fires. 71 people were 
killed in similar fires in 1939. The 
country's prime minister, Kevin 
Rudd calls the fires "mass 
murder".

"This is of a level of horror that 
few of us anticipated. There are no 
words to describe it other than 
mass murder," said Rudd who also 
called the situation "numbing".
 
The combination of Australia's long 

term drought, a record heat wave 
with temperatures as high as 117 
fahrenheit (47.2 C) and winds over 
60mph, sparked the dozens of 
fires across Victoria. Some are 
being investigated as arson. Over 
60,000 firefighters are battling the 
various blazes. These fires 
although common in Australia 
have caught people unprepared 
due to their intensity and speed. 
Survivors of Kinglake tell of how 
up until 10 minutes before the fire 
started to tear through their 
country town people were unaware 
of how close and dangerous the 
fire really was.
 
Smoke from the Kinglake Fire 
Complex during the afternoon, 
blowing smoke over Melbourne's 
outer north-east.
Image: Nick Carson.

24 people from Kinglake and 
Kinglake West have died and 
hundreds of houses have burnt to 
the ground. Over 1,500 people in 
Kinglake alone have been left 
homeless, left with a town which 
has mostly burned to the ground. 
Many people have been caught in 
the terrifying position of staying 
and fighting for their houses or 
fleeing before the fires arrive. 
Many of the people who have died 
have attempted to flee in their 
cars too late and were caught in 
the middle of the inferno, some 
being burned alive. Despite the 
efforts of firefighters, many towns 
have been totally destroyed, 
leaving nothing but piles of ashes. 
Witnesses and survivors of fires in 
Marysville and Narbethong, 
Victoria, describe the towns as 
being totally wiped out or 
substantially damaged.

Authorities are investigating the 
fires, some 20% of them are being 
called arson or have being started 
by human error, leaving much of 
the scorched land a crime scene of 

ashes. Some of the fires were 
reignited by arsonists after 
firefighters had already took 
control of them, according to one 
fire official in Victoria. Others are 
believed to have been started by 
lighting tires on fire.

"Some of these fires have started 
in localities that could only be by 
hand, it could not be natural 
causes," said deputy commissioner 
for the Victoria state police, Kieran 
Walshe. Fire fighting operations 
chief, Steve Warrington says that 
the fire departments "know [they] 
have someone who is lighting fires 
in this community."

The Federal Government has 
pledged $10 million (4.4 million 
pounds) in immediate assistance 
with more to come as the situation 
becomes clear. The other States of 
Australia have also announced 
their plans to help Victoria and 
Victorians during this time. New 
South Wales will send 250 
firefighters and 50 tankers. The 
Australian Capital Territory home 
to Canberra has pledged 90 
firefighters and support 
equipment.

Australia's neighbour New Zealand 
is currently considering what 
assistance it will be able to 
provide. For the moment, the 
nation has sent 100 firefighters to 
help with battling the blazes. The 
team is expected to arrive to 
Australia in as little as 24 hours.

"What we can do is, with that 
manpower, really help out even if 
it's just a matter of relieving at 
times. We've obviously got to 
make sure we protect our 
domestic situation as well," said 
New Zealand prime minister John 
Key.

Airplane crash in Brazil kills 24
Twenty-four people, among them 
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seven children, were killed on 
Sunday after their airplane 
crashed in a river in Brazil. Four 
people survived the crash, 
including a 9-year-old boy. The 
aircraft, which was a twin-engine 
Embraer turboprop chartered by 
Manaus Aerotaxis, was carrying 26 
passengers and two crew 
members when it crashed.

The pilots of the plane, which had 
departed from Coari, had 
supposedly contacted the air traffic 
control near their destination of 
Manaus to announce that they 
were turning back. The plane, 
however, then disappeared from 
radar. The plane made an 
emergency landing in the river 
Manacapuru, a branch the Amazon 
river in the Brazilian state of 
Amazonas, 50 miles (80 
kilometers) from Manaus.

Rescue teams were dispatched 
immediately, and four passengers 
from the accident were recovered 
alive and in reportedly good 
condition. The rest of the 
passengers were found inside the 
plane. The rescue effort was made 
more difficult by nightfall and 
heavy rains.

According to passenger reports, 
one of the plane's engines stopped 
shortly before the crash. Some 
survivors also said that they 
managed to jump out of a door in 
the back of the aircraft before 
impact.

The authorities, who are still 
investigating the cause of the 
accident, suspect that the plane 
tried to make an emergency 
landing at the Panamacapuru 
airport nearby, but ditched in the 
river instead after falling short by 
half a kilometer. Heavy rain was 
reported when the plane went 
down and bad weather is 
hampering the investigation. 

Operations to recover the 
wreckage have been suspended 
until the weather improves.

Today in History
1258 – Hulagu Khan and the 
Mongols sacked and burned 

Baghdad, a cultural and 
commercial centre of the Islamic 
world at the time, ending the rule 

of the Abbasid caliphate.
1567 – After an explosion 

destroyed the house in Kirk o' 
Field, Edinburgh, where he was 
staying, the strangled body of 

Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley, the 
King consort of Scotland, was 

found in a nearby orchard.
1763 – Britain, France, and Spain 
signed the Treaty of Paris to end 

the Seven Years' War, significantly 
reducing the size of the French 

colonial empire while at the same 
time marking the beginning of an 

extensive period of British 
dominance outside of Europe.

1964 – The Royal Australian Navy 
aircraft carrier HMAS Melbourne 

(pictured) collided with the 
destroyer HMAS Voyager while 

both were performing manoeuvres 
in Jervis Bay in New South Wales, 

Australia, killing over eighty of 
Voyager's crew.

1996 – Deep Blue defeated Garry 
Kasparov in a game of chess, the 
first ever game won by a chess-

playing computer against a 
reigning International 

Grandmaster and World Chess 
Champion under chess tournament 

conditions.

Quote of the Day
 Don't be afraid of death so 

much as an inadequate life. 
~ Bertolt Brecht

Word of the Day
reproach v

1. To criticize or rebuke 
someone.

2. To disgrace, or bring shame 
upon someone.
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