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Top Stories

Turbulence on Northwest 
Airlines flight injures 47
47 people were injured on Friday 
after a Boeing 747-400, operated 
by Northwest Airlines, 
encountered severe turbulence on 
the Manila-Tokyo leg of a flight 
bound for Los Angeles. The 
aircraft was carrying 408 
passengers and 14 crew 
members.

LTTE strikes Sri Lanka captital
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) bombed the Sri 
Lankan capital of Colombo using 
two light aircraft on Friday. At 
least two are dead and another 
50 injured. Civil defense in the 
city shut off electricity and lit up 
the sky with antiaircraft fire, 
according to Financial Times.

Chinese cargo ship sinks after 
being shot by Russian navy
A Chinese cargo ship was fired on 
by a Russian cruiser and sank off 
the water last Sunday near 
Russia's far-eastern port of 
Vladivostok. Eight out of 16 crew 
members on board were saved 
while the others remain missing.

Wikipedia Current Events

The Taliban and Pakistan agree 
to a permanent ceasefire in the 
war in North-West Frontier 
Province. 

•The International Security 
Assistance Force kills 13 people 
in Guzara, Herat, Afghanistan. 

•Italy's Democratic Party elects 

Wikipedia Current Events

Deputy Secretary Dario 
Franceschini as its new 
Secretary. 

•Approximately 120,000 people 
march in Dublin, Ireland, to 
protest the government's 
handling of the country's 
economic and banking crises. 

•At least 10 people are killed and 
20 injured in a collision between 
a train and a coach in Slovakia.

Slovak bus accident kills 12
A collision between a tourist coach 
and a train at a level-crossing near 
Brezno, central Slovakia, has left 
at least 12 people dead and 20 
injured. The accident happened at 
about 09:00 local time (08:00 
UTC) on Saturday morning, when 
a coach from the western 
Slovakian town of Bánovce nad 
Bebravou carrying 36 people to 
the ski resort of Polomka Bucnik, 
was struck by a train traveling at 
full speed at a crossing.

The train, only two cars long, was 
reported to have derailed, but 
passengers on it suffered only 
minor injuries. BBC News reports 
that there were no rail barriers to 
stop vehicles, only lights at the 
crossing.

"All the dead and injured were on 
the bus. There were only a few 
passengers on the train and they 
didn't suffer any serious injuries," 
said Slovak Railways spokesperson 
Martina Pavlikova.

Two of the most seriously injured 

casualties, with spinal injuries, 
were airlifted by helicopter to a 
hospital in Banská Bystrica, while 
others were treated locally in 
Brezno. At least six people remain 
in serious or critical condition.

Church of Scientology blames 
Pearl Harbor, 9/11 on 
psychiatry
In an interview on a television 
show called the No Drug Show, 
hosted by Larry Byrnes, the 
Church of Scientology blamed both 
the September 11, 2001 attacks in 
the United States and the attack 
on Pearl Harbor on psychiatrists 
and the drugs they prescribe their 
patients. Scientology considers 
psychiatry to be barbaric and a 
violation of human rights.

The video was posted on the video 
sharing website YouTube, but was 
later removed "due to a copyright 
claim by Axiom 10 Productions, 
Inc." Mark Bunker of XenuTV 
questioned why Axiom 10 would 
utilize the Digital Millenium 
Copyright Act to remove the video 
from YouTube, as it was promoting 
their ideology about psychiatrists. 
It was later re-added to another 
site called Vimeo.com.

David Figueroa, a spokesperson 
for the Citizens Commission On 
Human Rights (CCHR), a human 
rights group founded by the 
Church in 1969, said, "terrorism 
employs violence. Against not just 
the general public, like in 9/11, 
but against individuals when they 
are captured." Figueroa is 
president of the CCHR organization 
in Florida.
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"To take [a] person, and turn 
them into a killing machine, 
against their will or have them do 
things that are against their 
nature, you need something 
behind that. Psychiatrists employ 
drugs and conditioning techniques 
in order to change people from 
what they would normally be, into 
killing machines," added Figueroa. 
He also says that the leader of al-
Qaeda, Osama bin Laden got the 
idea to form the terrorist group 
from his second in command, 
Ayman al-Zawahiri in 1988. Then 
13 years later, 19 terrorists 
hijacked four U.S. commercial 
airliners, crashing two into the 
World Trade Center towers, one 
into the The Pentagon and one into 
a field in Pennsylvania. The attacks 
killed nearly 3,000 people.

"He was [bin Laden] just 
transformed from someone who 
was a supporter" of the "jihad" 
against the Russian occupation of 
Afghanistan, into someone whose 
"whole thought patterns and his 
entire viewpoint was changed by 
Zawahiri, and by whatever types 
of drugs Zawahiri used to make 
that change in bin Laden, we don't 
know", said Figueroa, who adds 
that Zawahiri was acting as a 
"psychiatrist". In another show 
hosed by Byrnes, former CCHR-
International president Dennis H. 
Clarke claims Zawahiri to be a 
"psychiatrist, a therapist"; 
Zawahiri is referred to in this 
program as the "guy who runs" bin 
Laden. However, Zawahiri is 
actually a surgeon; he is not a 
psychiatrist or a psychologist.

Figueroa goes on to say that the 
Japanese kamikaze pilots 
responsible for bombing Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii in December of 
1941 were "on amphetamines 
which is a psychiatric drug" when 
they attacked. However, the the 
Japanese did not employ kamikaze 

tactics until later in the war. 
Wikinews has contacted the CCHR 
for a statement regarding 
Figueroa's remarks, but have yet 
to receive a reply. Scientology-
associated publications have also 
attributed tragedies including the 
Jonestown massacre and the 
Holocaust to psychiatry.

At the conclusion of the television 
program, the host promotes a 
brochure which he says illustrates 
how "notorious terrorist acts like 
9/11 were basically created by 
psychiatrists operating behind the 
scenes".

The issue of Scientology's stance 
on psychiatry was brought to the 
forefront in the media during a 
2005 appearance by Tom Cruise 
on NBC's program Today with Matt 
Lauer. At the time Cruise told 
Lauer he was critical of psychiatry 
and the use of antidepressants. In 
a December 2008 appearance on 
the Today show on a promotional 
tour for his film Valkyrie, Cruise 
told Lauer he wanted to apologize 
and felt he appeared arrogant in 
his 2005 interview.

This is not the first time the 
Church made false accusations for 
acts of violence. In October 2008, 
the Church falsely accused the 
internet protest group Anonymous 
of a 2007 school shooting in 
Finland. They accused Anonymous 
of being involved in the November 
2007 shooting at Jokela High 
School, in which a man named 
Pekka-Eric Auvinen shot and killed 
nine people, including himself. The 
Church accused Auvinen of being 
part of Anonymous, and further 
accused the group of plotting the 
attack. The National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) in Finland later 
told Wikinews that Anonymous had 
nothing to do with the crime.

LTTE strikes Sri Lanka capital
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) bombed the Sri 
Lankan capital of Colombo using 
two light aircraft on Friday. At 
least two are dead and another 50 
injured. Civil defense in the city 
shut off electricity and lit up the 
sky with antiaircraft fire, according 
to Financial Times.

International observers are 
surprised at the attack, given the 
recent advances that the Sri Lanka 
army has made, driving the LTTE 
from their former territories.

"It is very significant that the 
rebels have carried out such an 
audacious attack when the 
government say that they are all 
but finished," opined BBC's Sinhala 
Editor, Priyath Liyanage. "It 
confirms what many of us already 
knew — the rebels may be 
experiencing reverses on the 
battle field but they are not simply 
just going to disappear."

The conflict between the LTTE and 
the Sri Lanka government has 
been ongoing for over 25 years. 
The stated objective of the LTTE is 
to create a separate state known 
as Tamil Eelam for the Sri Lankan 
Tamil people.

UK firm gets ESA funding to 
ground test new jet engine for 
spaceplane
Reaction Engines Limited, a firm in 
Oxford, United Kingdom, has 
recently been awarded €1 million 
by the European Space Agency. 
This money is to be used for 
development work for the firm's 
SABRE engines.

The SABRE engines are for a 
reusable spaceplane that it is 
intended to be able to travel into 
space and return completely 
intact.
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Reaction Engines Limited says the 
Skylon plane could be in service 
within 10 years. When in service it 
would be intended to be regularly 
carrying up to 60 passengers into 
orbit much more cheaply than 
today.

The cash will be used to test a 
precooled jet engine that would 
cool the very hot air entering the 
engines and should permit the 
aircraft to fly more economically, 
like a jet plane. The plane will fly 
through the air to 26 km (85,000 
feet) altitude and five times the 
speed of sound before using 
rockets to push the aircraft the 
rest of the way to orbit.

The BBC says that other aspects of 
the Skylon design will be 
investigated by EADS Astrium, the 
German space agency (DLR) and 
the University of Bristol.

Chinese cargo ship sinks after 
being shot by Russian navy
A Chinese cargo ship was fired on 
by a Russian cruiser and sank off 
the water last Sunday near 
Russia's far-eastern port of 
Vladivostok. Eight out of 16 crew 
members on board were saved 
while the others remain missing.

According to Natalia Gelashvili, a 
spokeswoman for the Far East 
Transport Prosecutors office in 
Nakhodka, the cargo ship New 
Star fled on Feb. 12 after the 
shipment of rice it unloaded was 
rejected by the buyer, who then 
requested the court to seize the 
ship while suing for damages. But 
the Beijing based Global Times 
reported that the ship was 
sequestered for alleged smuggling.

Russian Federal Security Service 
spokeswoman Natalya Rondaleva 
confirmed that the ship was fired 
upon by Russian vessels. An 
unnamed source asserts that 

warning shots were fired before 
more direct shots were taken.

The ship began sinking while being 
escorted back to the port.

The sinking of the boat forced all 
16 crew members to abandon the 
ship by taking two life boats. One 
boat carrying eight people was 
saved by Russian sailors while the 
other was engulfed in the waves. 
The missing crew include seven 
Chinese and one Indonesian. The 
Canadian Press reports that they 
are presumed to have drowned.

"The cause of the sinking isn't 
clear because the incident 
occurred during a storm," said 
Captain Veniamin Ivanichev of the 
Marine Rescue Center in 
Vladivostok.

China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
today said it asked Russia to 
investigate the "mishap" and 
identify the cause as soon as 
possible.

All the rescued crew members 
have gone back to Nakhodka while 
the Russian keep looking for the 
missing sailors. The Russian News 
Agency said the coast guard found 
only an empty boat in a three-day 
search.

China's foreign spokeswoman 
Jiang Yu declined to comment on 
the Russians' opening fire on the 
ship.

The ship was registered in Sierra 
Leone and the owner is a shipping 
company based in Hong Kong.

Turbulence on Northwest 
Airlines flight injures 47
47 people were injured on Friday 
after a Boeing 747-400, operated 
by Northwest Airlines, encountered 
severe turbulence on the Manila-
Tokyo leg of a flight bound for Los 

Angeles. The aircraft was carrying 
408 passengers and 14 crew 
members.

The aeroplane was circling off the 
coast of Chiba, east of Japan's 
capital of Tokyo, waiting to land, 
when turbulence forced it to make 
a rapid descent.

Many of the passengers who were 
not wearing their seat belts were 
thrown out of their seats. Most 
sustained injuries to their heads 
and necks by colliding with 
overhead lockers. None of the 
injuries were life-threatening, 
although six of the injured are 
expected to be hospitalised for up 
to three weeks.

The aircraft landed safely at 
Tokyo's Narita International 
Airport, whereupon ambulances 
took the injured to nearby 
hospitals.

"I was so scared, I thought I would 
die," said an unnamed passenger, 
describing the incident. "My whole 
body was lifted into the air."

"The person in front of me flew up 
to the ceiling. The person behind 
me collapsed and looked 
unconscious," another said.

"Air turbulence is believed to be 
the cause. The turbulence 
occurred 25 to 30 minutes before 
landing, when the seat belt light 
was on," said a spokesman for 
Northwest Airlines, Masashi 
Takahashi. "During the flight, we 
received a message from the pilot 
saying two or three people were 
injured. But [the pilot] probably 
assessed that an emergency 
landing was not necessary," he 
said to Agence France-Presse.

Northwest Airlines has stated that 
the seat belt sign was turned on 
during the incident.

If you would like to write, publish or edit articles, visit www.wikinews.org 

http://www.wikinews.org/


Sunday, February 22, 2009 Wikinews Page 4

Today in History
1744 – War of the Austrian 

Succession: British ships began 
attacking the Spanish rear of a 

Franco–Spanish combined fleet in 
the Mediterranean Sea off the 

coast near Toulon, France.
1819 – Under the terms of the 
Adams-Onís Treaty, Spain sold 

Florida and other North American 
territory to the United States for 

about US$5 million.
1943 – Members of the White 
Rose, a nonviolent resistance 

movement in Nazi Germany that 
became known for a leaflet 

campaign that called for active 
opposition to Adolf Hitler's regime, 
were found guilty of treason and 

guillotined.
1959 – Lee Petty won the first 

Daytona 500 NASCAR auto race at 
the Daytona International 

Speedway in Daytona Beach, 
Florida, USA.

2006 – At least six men staged 
Britain's biggest robbery ever, 
stealing £53,116,760 in bank 

notes from a Securitas depot in 
Tonbridge, Kent.

February 22 is Independence Day 
in Saint Lucia (1979); Feast of 
Cathedra Petri (Catholicism)

Quote of the Day
moniker n

1. A personal name or 
nickname.

Word of the Day
The Citizens of the United States 

of America have a right to applaud 
themselves for giving to Mankind 

examples of an enlarged and 
liberal policy: a policy worthy of 

imitation. All possess alike liberty 
of conscience and immunities of 

citizenship. It is now no more that 
toleration is spoken of, as if it was 
by the indulgence of one class of 
people that another enjoyed the 
exercise of their inherent natural 

rights. For happily the Government 
of the United States, which gives 

to bigotry no sanction, to 
persecution no assistance, requires 

only that they who live under its 
protection should demean 

themselves as good citizens in 
giving it on all occasions their 

effectual support. 
~ George Washington
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