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Introduction

This gramnar is aimed at an extremely diverse group of potential readers that for
different reasons have chosen to study Bulgarian. It @deamentarygrammar, not

an academic grammar of Bulgarian. It is designed to explain in a popular way the
main grammatical pécularities of Bulgarian. If you need more detailed
information on Bulgarian grammar you should consult other books.

However, | tried not sacrifice the linguistic accuracy for the sake of simplicity.
general, | avoided to go into details that are atg#vant to the aim of this

grammar, i.e. to easee comprehension of the grammatical categories introduced
at the beginners' and intermediate Iewélteaching Bulgarian as a foreign
languagel hope that you will be able to find enough information ores& topics

of the grammar of Bulgarian.

| hope you will enjoy studying Bulgarian. Good luck!



The Alphabet

The Bulgarian alphabet is a variant of the Cyrillic alphabet. It consists of 30 letters.
In the table below you'll see how they look like, tlaenes of the letters, as well as
the letters or letter combinations of the English variant of the Latin alphabet that
roughly correspond to the Bulgarian letters, and an English word that contains the
same or almost the same sound. In this chapter, anggtioot the whole

"Elementary OrLine Bulgarian Grammar", the accented vowels are underlined.

English
Sugaran Name ofthe Letr | AppIOX Sound | gigaran wor
Combin.

March (but Is
¢, © © a shorter() B
l, B B | b baby BJBJ
T 9 | v visa odL O
l, G Gl g garden cte @ez0
r, H H | d doctor HEE Is st
t, 4l e [Edward [(HEZOGH
r, N S measure A "ember
N,ooL L z zone Lz0
R, d d i idiot dHdtds
K 2 d G s |Y May a
s, ¢ [ k, c, ck, q |cake,stack, quartz [Cj2€, i EEQ CoQs y
[, A I Lily, lot [ ddef ¢l € O
[, & (& m minute o¥f tis O
1, d (@ n net dg no’
I s s o] Baob BB ' beans
I P Peter Visi ot
t, o tc r rose a3z O
g, M i S salt fitgdz
v, I |si t title flizO
v, &k z u, 00 put, book B "' beech
A, W W f, ph fine, telphone  Wddz, esizdzy
m, A Rl h hotel s iz




‘,( Y ‘qj ts, tz, zz ‘bets, quatz, pizza &?xﬁ) ke iGayg
Y, ou ch charm \@s

z, h i 'sh show h &z

z.  h hiji (h KSht ash ray, washed "@nlsdj ' ha
3, i ( jwB)u a aBulgarian B dz6 Ote d dz
2 i Qi ¢ |- - fifdzts ' bl ue
5. s s (2 k) ew dune NewYork |He dzqd ©1tte €
c, % ™ (20)Va yard e H

As you can se there are three types of letters:

« Some Bulgarian letters and the sounds they stand for are similar to the

English ones:

Bulgarian English
A WA O ' phas A father
E fis " five' E pet
@) hitdglsd ' s h O short
K Cddes ' car | K kick
M [ & M May
T TER T Tom

« Others look like familiar English letters but stand for rathiéferent

sounds:
Bulgarian English
) lOogsd W \% Valerie
Il 1 &6 O N Nora
i g 0O R Rose
o #Qc O S Sarah
v BAS O3 ' pu (U butcher
M Mm@s d H Harry

« The rest of the letters look unfamiliar but stand for sounds that are similar to
English sounds:



Bulgarian English
l BdBJ B baby
1 cte @fezO G garden
r HES Is S te D doctor
r ) Ge S measure
) LzO Z zone
R dHdtds I idiot
B a2 Y May
] d € Odde L lot, Lily
] 1ilsi te P Peter
A W ddz F fine
A ¢ gy TZ guatz
Y 1Ae CH charm
Z h 7 SH show
% hanlsd J SHT ash ray
3 B dz¢ Oted dz ||U a Bulgarian
b) HE dzd U dune
C G H YA yard

That leaves only the soft signcompletely withat a counterpart in English. This
Is due to its specific function iBulgarian spelling

Basic Spelling Rules

Bulgarian orthography is regarded as based on the phonetic and the morphological
principles, i.e. to a great extend there are direct correspoed between letters

and sounds but not always. The most important exceptions to that rule refer to the
soft consonantsand to thghonetic value of the lettefs 5 , .

There are 38 (some linguists claim that there are 39) consonants in Bulgarian.
Apart from the nasalds dzthe liquidsdzteand the glide, that do not participate
in the oppositiorvoiced consonants : voiceless (mute) consonants the
"hushes"H %,y " and the glid&, that do not participate in the oppositiagrd
(non-palatalized) consonants: soft (palatalized) consonaththe other




consonants participate in those two main oppositions.

Thirty four consonants come in hardoft pars. The soft consonants are
pronounced as though you were pronouncing the hard consonant and an 'y’
simultaneously. As there are severe restrictions on the distribution of the soft
consonants they can occur only before the nfsont vowelsQ | , t5 zbutnever in
front of another consonant, or in weiidal position (i.e. at the end of the word), or
before the front vowels, d - there are no separate letters assigned for them in the
alphabet. The letters for the hard consonants are used instead fdbytied

special letters for the 4 vowelsat can come after them: f@y) -, forts-? [

for z- 5 . Hereare the hard soft pairs in alphabetical order followed by some
examples (the accented vowel is underlined):

B-B ' QizmBVd{ @Iz B @iz]a ball(social event) white)
-9 ' Qlzeovdd @iz 9 @Qlz]a shaft-inert)

G Bz B wmiz ctiz[naked- a puddle)

-H ' QiAHvdd @iz HQlz]given- a share/a part)
LHL'

-

o ©C Y & i-¢ '* (thg trump- to trump)
- ESSA RN ‘3'20' Ia heap-a pot)
7.8 ¢ dZC ]an onion- an aperture)

@-f dfif H -8 dids'(the smoke to smoke)
OoLi ody [da & +Ldp 1 ]Jdzhe ringing- to ring)

&R_WFIIQG

§¢
_E\’E&F\’r“

df Ofgtf ' ** (he poured I pour)
ttdn@n tftc W figtf 1- ) tfic ' Lithe argument to argue)
63 fr@c Q$arah- sulfur)

s Ry | WZ&- txiz]a background a warm wind)
M e[ B n 2 |
Y-y ' Geyy'te[ Q- y®s a king, tzar a cure, a remedy)

I(ID—|
6
®

=S E
JJEEUTS‘E{CR

As you can see there is no example for theypaim L You can hardly find one in
the standard language, that is why some linguists question the existence of the
soundH L " af all, and &ssume that there are 38&onants in Bulgarian. The
existence ok and¥ is also questionable as they only appear in words of foreign
origin but we'll leave this matter open.

The consonants » [, ¢ ,a4t" Jare always hard, and they do not have soft
counterparts. Consequently,i¥ , W never appear after them.

As it was mentioned before the soft consonants are pronounced as if the hard
consonant and an ‘Y)Y were pronounced simultaneously. So it is natural thal the
itself also is not a member of a paas a matter of fagt does not participate in

this opposition at all.


http://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/studier/studenttjenester/Nettressurser/bulg/mat/gram/102spell.html#endY
http://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/studier/studenttjenester/Nettressurser/bulg/mat/gram/102spell.html#endY
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http://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/studier/studenttjenester/Nettressurser/bulg/mat/gram/103pron.html#unaccentAY
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Now we can go back to the phonetic value of the leftebs, . As it was

explained above, they are used to mark the softness of the consonant preceding the
vowelsts Iz, O /. The letters) , ¢ have yetanother phonetic valuef they are

used at the beginning of the word or after a vowel they stand for the following
combinations of sounds:

6 = Qélizts h Qrlzfs Y@denager) @ HsCREGbin)

W= Ml dzCE@I fa@n@dple) & @ @]
w = Gl el Gt tc (thd hero)

There are two other particularities of the Bulgarian orthography:

« There are no special letters for the affricdtes, [dz](dzh sounds like the
g in 'chamge’, anddz sounds like the in the name of the Italian film director
FrancoZeffirelli). A combination of letters is used insteady H L

H Y zH(3dwarfy 8 ¢h pocket) | @Zting), d# Igasphalt)

« The letter can not stay at the end of the word. The lett@ppears in stead
of it:

Y JOB Ui J(Ilsead3 p. sg, pres), ¢ tc @ HG tic]@He town)

The sound appears at the end of the word only in a limited number of morphological forms
- the forms for the % person sg and thé%person plurain the present tense of the verbs from
the F'and the & conjugation, and thforms that have the hard variant of #tert definite

article

Basic Rules of Pronunciation

When we discussed the basic spelling rules in Bulgarian it was mentioned that the
Bulgarian orthography is regarded as based on the phonetic and the morphologic
principles. This means that, unlike in English, in general the words are pronounced
the way they are spelled, and are spelled the way they are pronounced. There are
two basic types of exceptions to that correspondence between letter and sound.
One of tlem was discussed in the chapter ondhsc spelling rulesThere we

discussed sounds for which there are no letters and how you spell them, as well as
letters that are associated with more than one sound and how you pronounce them.

In this chapter wera going to discuss letters and sounds that are basically meant
to have ondo-one correspondence but in certain circumstances fail to do this.
There are three, synchronic by nature, phonetic laws in Bulgarian that cause
discrepancies between letters andrgisithe reductiorof the unstressed vowels,




the devoicing of the voiced consonaatthe end of the words, atite adjusting of
the voicing of consonarmusters.

The vowel system of Bulgarian consists of six vowgls: [, R ,Asthere v, 3.
Is nodistinction between short and long vowels it can be assumed that they are all
short. The accented vowels are engaged in different opposttion@ nt ([, R)

nonf ront ( ¢vowels,)] apj ab) zed a(bfi,alvi)zevdls,o(nd, 3
open (r, o¢,ed] )(vwwelsckHHowewuer) when the vowels are not

accented the opposition between open and closed vowels is lost, i.e. the unaccented

3 andA sound the same, and the unaccentethdO sound more alike than the

accented. Only the front vowdsandr continue to oppose each other even when

they appear in unaccented syllables. Here are some examples (the accented vowel

Is underlined):

9CH Y(to take/to pull outy | HOW  bfedd)o
COs(afloor; a layer)y i I§{a nook, a corner)

frgiiz(alone): 1_dijam)

fiisy. @o point to/at):  2yfiflo suck)
IS (a heel of a shoe) Klghere)

ldsy Jj (el¥act): 2Usj (elacculent)

BidzC (®@marten). dJd&S (Med.herb)
dg< (light) : dSdan image)
dgdzime): da(he passeg™ p. sg, pres.).

In the examples above and3, O andv, E andr are stressed and they are fully
opposed to each other. TAesounds like tha in ‘father' but a bit shorter, and the
3 sounds like the in father' and even more close@. sounds like th@in 'short’,
andvu sounds likeooin 'bodk'. E sounds likeein 'Edward' andk sounds lika in
idiot'.

Now let's see what happens when these pairs of vowels appear in unaccented
syllables:

B& O Is @ I9 ] &the grandmother)
¢ dzi B ii zBl [IGthe pigeon)

In the examples above all four unanted vowels, i.e. the two unaccenged

sounds i OB wand t Bies d wod 31 niartdzitetmie Il o r
sound exactly the same waglmost as the accentgdbut a little more open, just

like theein the English words ‘'mo#n, 'brother’ etc. This pronunciation is correct

for all unaccented™s andi''-s, with one exception only. If tha or! ' sounds

appear in the syllable just before the accented syllable both are pronounced exactly



the same wayalmost as the accentédbut a litle more closed, just like thein
the English words 'ather' and 'bother:

B O t&2 B [temAiz)a drum)
C O 9 Ote@tc @ (Bulg. dish of highly seasoned meat)
11 @ec] WCdzRad ? (Bulgaria)

For the pailO : there is only one grade of reduction refless of their position
towards the stressed syllable. This means that the unac€staahds a little like
thev, but that's all. It still is a recognizalile A stronger reduction towardsis
considered nogtandard, dialectal. The same is valid f@& tlmaccented . It
sounds a little like th® but just a little. Here are some examples:

¢ d&z&f A& daotc HA Ja fool)
Hixzlz =7, not HidE (down)

C tdi txfdznot Cidzdz]a chimney)
f tsidz g, not fdg] (a field)

There is no reduction of thenstresse andr . This means that the unaccenkd
doesn't sound at all like and vice versa. Here are some examples:

fddzj ddg, ot fddzd(4 chicken)

Lidzj idf, not Lidzd(¢abbage)

B itz ddgls not B jildza ticket)

H i Is ts tfigiS[ Ittt 1 j s 1S ta Hirector)

You probably remember that in the previous chapter it was mentioned that most of
the consonants in Bulgarian are engaged in the opposdaioad : voiceless

(mute) consonantsThese consonants are otherwise identical, only when you
promounce the voiced consonants the vocal cords also participate, i.e. they are
vibrating. When you pronounce the voiceless consonants the vocal cords are not
vibrating. Most consonants in Bulgarian are paired in voicing. This means that for
each voiced consamt there is a voiceless counterpart but not vice versa. In
addition to that the nasal$ andH, the liquidsP and[ , and the glides do not
participate at all in that opposition. Like the vowels, they are too sonorous for that.
Here are the voiceless : voiced pairs of consonants in Bulgarian:

_— M —



At 1)
Y © o°
The palatabtonsonants form the same pairs but they are not listed because the

opposition between voiced and voiceless palatal consonants is not relevant to what
we are going to discuss #eey appear only before the nfiont vowels.

In Bulgarian pronunciation, alloiced consonants at the end of the word are
pronounced like their voiceless counterparts. This is cdkedicing of the
consonants Here are some examples:

tdB8 ddB f]tslaves a slave)

tci B dtci B [ Fi(skeeves a sleeve)

tds sotgxs ] horns- a horn)

GloOH-B @& [(twvns- a town)

Is O tgPdids O tgxP df Isj®gHBddehogs a hedgehog)
@ ¢ Ot ¢ O hjQiwries- a stay)

Whenever two or more consonants that participate in the opposiiiced :
voicelessoccur next to each other within a word or a cluster of words sharing a
single accent (phonological word), the final consonant influences the voicing of the
whole consnant cluster. This means that if the final consonant is veitesl

whole lot becomes voiced, and vice verfiahe final consonant is voiceless, all

will be voiceless. This is calleztbnsonant assimilation or adjusting the voicing

of consonant clustes. Here are some examples:

td8 dtdB M < HME Glaves slave, adj.)

[ s® Jyi3ts@ M ¢ O GYfind3@iravia- of /from Moravia)

45 s atgss U Jt | Jorns- a small horn)

G tcOH B & QH gl#yP(towns- a small town)

Hi t©3H Iy ¢ O 1M CHA hold- a handle)

ola o @alga ¢ OI fif @tiicie/bind- a tie/link)

i tcj HOc®fizis | HO[ fifilssHify ] ]| @n front of the altar in front of the court)
B4 L dWdB j Ldmindigzi [frEfi§I  dmithout ambition- without reason)
més seafés B OB @jlolaws- a wedding)

fni ds O-ok) \te LBfG Jto collect- a sum/a total)

Sls tH WOls A+ 6 to ®\A @6 ffrom Europe- from another city)

fn Odzp+fn H S@ LU B ks BQGtisambition- with goodness)

The vowels, and the consonantatto not participate in the oppositieoiced :

voiceles i . e. 3, dz te, dz, | donotinflusncewhe olcinga s t h
of the neighbouring consonants. (There is a simple explanation for the strange
behaviour ofB' - this sound descendsm the IndeEuropean semivowel, so no

wonder it sometimes behaves just like ghethat descends from the Indo

European semivowsdl) Here are some examples:



e I n front of "o

tdB d tdB8 M Is otdfdn dds Jslaves- a slavery)
ts Is@n oly 9@ [from you)

B J On of &G [without you)

L O@n gfi a@@]behind you)

e in front of "', 'd&, "d& , "d , "2

tslsddy I tsffz](from Rome)

B J Ldzjd3 L[ @8lgJ(Without me)

f sH Jlsiag 8 tzEsender the sky)

d L pdz OdiLdozO-df din € o Ohiigga[odO dizddL. @®- dLdin € o (@ esdearchto

go out- to demand)

« in front of vowels:

i tc j HAc ®dzB tf@l$ (ih front of the altar)
BJ L dqWdhsL [Gdipd 2 (@thout ambition)
fn  Ogzd ¥ Q Bded 2 (&th ambition)

sl H Ots [ & e ffom Europe)

Some Plonetic Rules

The phonetic rules that we are going to discuss in this chapter are more or less of a
diachronic nature. This means that we deal with the reflections in the contemporary
language of sounds or rules that existed in Bulgarian about a milleagounwe'll

pay special attention to three of themutation of-¢ -, palatalization andelision

of - -3-.

Mutation of - -. Under certain phonetic conditions the lettgrandE appear

alternatively in different forms of one word, or in related words. Not all the words

that contain the lettqr follow this rule, onlywords in which the lettegr stands for

the OldB u | g a r ivaavel that Solsnded approximately like the Enghsh

‘cat. Thelettecappears only in forms where the
provided there are no palatal consonants gr, ¥ ,2 soynds it the same



syllable and in the next syllable, and no front vowgls J indghe next syllable. In
case one of these requirements is not satisfied, thettesijgpears. Here are some
examples (the accented vowel is underlined):

C E E E
In unaccened | Preceding palatal Pr ecedi n
syllables consonan Y, Z,
in the next syllable
BY dzwhite) Bjdztl@vhiteness) Féizl)w idp' ®ibidach, ! )ﬂ?wﬁame given to
W (1 sang) i Jo1Y(a singer) i 1J (he/she sings) fiv 1P ¥ (sing)
¢ & dzBig ﬁﬁ%ﬂ}wiza’ G tadgofbigp)
dgls & summer) dZIEQ(summers) dZIS J(ﬂ\merattr. m)
d3'tc G ({neasure) gni-] gggﬁq J dzite € (Geasures)

~ OB 1S frdads)

~ ORBQG(a baker)

~ (B j (6gadattr. m

B 8G(shae, bank)

B [& P(shores, banks)

¢ tc O X e]tgoast

C tc O PjBdatdastal)

line)
G 5 (asin) ¢ 16 tSigsins) gi S‘%‘ike%m ?E‘f“" G {8 C @mistake)
dzdL tnilk) d3 g€ Qie(dairyman) ggr%J (€lzx, dairy gérg%q dz@k, dairy
fr) &5 (taugtter) f) 45 tSigaughtep) (M dy § ezny) :‘pnp%'?’_fdp_cf?fh!
) & (snow) fn) §& g @nowpl) ‘;’r]] (%Va’m)i (Egowy, of ifrJ] ?ﬁ) dz@owy, of

The palatalization of the velar consonants , m occurs in three different variants
called first, second and third palatalization.

As the name shows, tlfiest palatalization took place before the other two, as
early as Common Slavitts essence is that the velar consonants, m changed
intoy, r ,z when they occurred before certain front vésvélt should be

mentioned that there were at least twice as many front vowels in Common Slavic
and in Old Bulgarian as in modern Bulgarian. In the contemporary language there
are only two front vowels e andd).

The results of the first palatalizatican be seen in variety of morphological forms,



as well as in words derived by the means of certain suffixes. Here are some
examples:

« inverb paradigms:

f 90 C@sj yhf juf Juidg, uits jto bake, pres. t°1p. sg, & p. pl: 2p. sg,
39 p.sg, F'p. pl, 2%p. pl)

=0, Qs 151 hd3d1_9| Jd3 51 o33 151 j ds(td be able, pres. t%p. sg, & p. pl: 2™
p.sg, & p.sg, 2p. pl, 29p. pl)

« in plural and vocative forms of some nouns:

t1s: ditan eye, eyes)  1ES 9 1uis(@ man/persoNom: Voc.); ~tdz " dan ear,
ears) =5 S (God Nom: Voc.)

« in derivatives such as verbs from tH& @njugation, or verbs containing the
suffix -e-; nouns with suffixes] 4Jj Mmls af sz, dzo0d y @, " j ;
adjectives with suffixesj dzj ) C-¢ M .

a3 CO i 't pain/torment to tormen2™p. sg, pres.}; 1 €:tc  §dB i(a circle:
to circle aroun®™ p. sg, pres. }; Ay N fgizdryattr. m: to dry2™p. sgpres. t); & dz
t§ gwdakaf: to becomaleaf £'p. sg, pres. ).

f ©: { fg@ust: pollen/fine dust)  Jfts 9 1S B) Is@nan/person mankind)
f @ : § dif®imid: a scarecrow) EQE [z : ) Jdz@lzomrade/fellow a
battalion/party)

dRRCO @] dg(@mother. a mother/mummy) i tds: | tdsd M gan auction amarket
place)

tc CO: 1 ip @@ hand handattr. m); de@iz ) j SdAbook: paperattr.); @ ls to
fnihg] dear/dread fearful),  ¢is d3 g d3 fadomedian comicm/pl); G¥:te
o @ f %anenemy hostile’enemyn/pl); @ dz @ty dy {aghonk: monastic)
fydZ2O joz) fidsshadow shady) i d@: | dad(awolf: wolf's) @¥:tc @ dgan

enemy. hostile/enemym/pl)

Thesecond palatalizationtook place much later (but still in Common Slavic). Its
essence is that the velar consonants, m changednto A, 1, & when they
occurred in front of the front vowetsandd that came into existence after the first
palatalization as a result of monophthongization of some diphthongs.

The results of the second palatalization can be seen mainly in the forting fo
plural of the masculine nouns that endsqn , m in the singular. Here are some
examples:

ol dZ: 1 dad(awolf: wolves)  ¢ts d3 Y @comedian comedians)
B d tdz BtI{tadivlogist: biologists)  friz=:f tofiid. dtfa tpouse spouses)



3@z @tf(danonk: monks); Tisy g tp sheegskin coat: sheepskin
coats)

Thethird palatalization took place even later but it did not have considerable
impact on Bulgarian, especially from the point of view of a foreigner learning the
contempoary language, so we'll skip it and move forward to the next item.

The elision of the vowelsE- and -3 - is another phonetic rule that is diachronic

by its nature. If the vowels, 3 happen to be in the final syllable of nouns or
adjectives that belong tbhe masculine gender they disappear in the forms for the
plural and the vocative of the nouns, in the forms for the feminine, the neuter and
the plural of the adjectives as well as in the definite forms for the masculine gender
of the adjectives. The reasor this is that thez - comes from OleBulgarian-3 -,
and-E- comes from OleBulgarian-? -. According a phonetic rule that was in force
in Old Bulgarian these vowels were pronounced when they were in a strong
position and were not pronounced, i.e. disappeared, when theyrveeveeak

position. We'll not go into details which position was strong, and whiakak, it

is enough to point out that in the form for the masculine of the aleveioned

words they are in a strong position and in the rest of the forms they are aka we
position. Here are some examples:

dgiz ¢ . doztsd$ytsut i3 € i (#8 young manyoung men, young mavioc.,the

young man)
twdz : tEsj@UdES dzw(dsfire: fires, the fire)
M@gy Qe ds@e ijlg M @cjy i (i old man old men, old mawvoc, the old

man)

sikz : J; tetedbis 1s fmlzi (I8 eagle eagles, eagl¥oc, the eagle)
daizC @izCdRAzC 6z d@izC & YWitledsmallm: f, n, p)

Il dz tff dASH dzisddlf dzbi dzt Wwarlam: f, n, p)

dglsidz Vs da@ls dzigids dzdds dzdz(sGnisemttr. m: f, n, p)
dizdgdz rirz @4xlzdetRirzdzdizizdzdz V(rfodattr. m: f, n, p)

As al ways, there are excepti qgdas Jjtgotcet he
fmis dzj dis o jHAzdzjodz, ddz$ tizf Bt C . eddedinet disappear when the

forms for the feminine, the neuter att@ plural, as well as the forms with the

definite article for the masculine are constructed:

L didz  jdzQ dgdasi dradd, driadJ” dgréedm: f,n, p)
ol Ozgidz, | dzgidzO |, dzgidzts | dzgizd | dzgidzd v @udslgnm: f, n, p)



The Parts of Speech

In Bulgarian the words are classified as belonging to diffgraritof-speech
classes{@nls d dz0), justjike i English (or any other Inel®uropean
language). Thus, for example, it is considered that words that refer to persons,
objects, places, substancesncepts etc. arouns There are, though, some minor
differences between the traditional classifications in Bulgarian and English.

In Bulgarian are recognized 10 paftspeech classesll the 9 classes that are
recognized in English (i.eouns, aljectives, numerals, pronouns, verbs,
adverbs, conjunctions, prepositionsaandparticles) and, in addition, the
interjectionis considered to be a separate class. Into this class fall exclamation
words that express emotion, as well as onomatopoeic (i.ed smitating) words.

Besides, on the morphological level, a distinction is made betndiective'and
'nonrinflective'parts of speech. Thus, the nouns, the adjectives, the numerals, the
pronouns and the verbs belong to'théective' parts of spedtbecause they have
grammatical categories such as number, for example, they have forms for the
singular and forms for the plural, i.e. they have two or more different forms. The
rest of the parbf-speech classes are considewainflective: Strange eough

because the adverbs fall into this category despite the fact that they have forms for
positive, comparative and superlative degrees (at least the qualitative adverbs).

On the syntactical level, a distinction is made betwedapendenivords and

fundion words. Into the first category fall all thiaflective' partof-speech classes

and the adverbs because they can perform independently as a part of the sentence
(i.e. a noun can be a subject, an object etc. of the sentence, a verb can be a
predicatean adjective can be an attribute, an adverb can be an adverbial and so
on). The conjunctions, the prepositions and the particles can not function
independently as any part of the sentence. Thus the conjunctions connect or
otherwise indicate the relationphbetween clauses or other elements of a sentence,
the prepositions indicate the relations (grammatical or in the space) between two
nouns, or a verb and a noun, the particles are used for constructing different
grammatical forms, for example the&ure tenseof the verbsthe comparative and

the superlative degrax the adjectives and the adverbs and so on. According to the
traditional grammars of Bulgarian th@erjectiondoes not belong to any of these

two categories. From a syntactical point of viéwsiconsidered to be sort of
"extraneous" to the structure of the sentence. This is a bit strange because some, if
not most of the interjections, can perfectly well perform as a predicate in the
sentence. Anyhow, it is not the aim of this "opus" to st problem, and not

even to set it.

Another difference between Bulgarian and English is that in Bulgarian, in general,



the partof-speech class of a word tends to be invariable, only part of the adverbs
that are derived from adjectives are homonymouké forms for the neuter
gender of the adjectives.

The different parbf-speech classes in Bulgarian are represented in the table below
(the definitions and more details about the different classes will be given later in
the introductory chapters on thgferent classes):

Parts of Speech Independent
(Whisd dz@ toj uls || 1O ds iz
NOUN
(i 0§ diplg ez
Independent]

Grammatical categories: gender, number,
definiteness, relics of case system (vocative fori

ADJECTIVE
(f tc d @Oje dgisy

Grammatical categories: gender, number,
definiteness, degrees of comparison

Independent

NUMERAL
(wd dlsiz dzfil

Grammatical categories: definiteness. For ordir
numerals also: gender and number

Independent

PRONOUNS
(d3d ) s Jeiaff 45

A bit diverse class, as into it fall pronouns prop¢
"proadjectives", "proadverbs"”, "pneerbs" etc. Ther
are nine subclasses: personal, possessive, reflg
interrogative, relative, indefinite, negative and| Independent
generalizing pronouns. Grammatical categorie
altogether gender, number, definiteness, person
case relics. Naturally, not all of them are relevan;
each subclass of the pronouns. Some are releva
some subclasses and others are relevaiotter

subclasses.

VERB
(¢ Bl

Grammatical categories: number, person, tens
aspect, voice, mood

Independent]




ADVERB
Non-|(r!1!f!|)ect|ve (dzQit d) 4 Independent
Grammatical categoried!(): degrees of comparisc
. . CONJUNCTION .
Non-inflective . Function
(kL)
. . PREPOSITION .
Nor-inflective . Function
(f tc jm)dz
. . PARTICLE .
Non-inflective Function
(W O tsp
Non-inflective INTE.R‘JEC.TION. Function
(34 X Hik dpd
Non-inflective Parts of Speech Function
( dzd d Widshp (Wnisd dz@ tcj yls ( fdik gz

Gender of the Nouns

Each Bulgrian nounfi © j dislg edzgtidy belongs to one of the following
gender groupsnasculine, femining neuter. Adjectives, pronouns, participles etc.
agree in gender with the nouns they refer to.

Most of the nouns that belong to tine gender X ¢ dH)tend in a
in the singular. Here are some examples (the accented vowel is
underlined):

tdss (aslave)  {ftdg Hzig(dspeninsula)  BE (Bhdlogistm),  Os(dadown),G M

(an engagement) € & @gamk) © faleero) Cdzdefdolm), fry t4=biqa falcon)
Htsi3(a home)  @ligadeelty 1 dsieup)  ©cafaBisherman) Cialzlass) Y4 o
(alife), =D @aspper) @igacmonk) G flzdzg well), hQdf(stailor),

tc OE' Qluxury), G (zcloak)

There are few exceptions:

B OO(afathery fPEEedgant) fiyi(ajudhe) €1 &@pdguisydeliow)
HVH (a grandfather) duii(an uncle) 281 (an uncle- mother's brothey) [ 1iZa
fool), JIG @Aa spoilt boy/man)



Most of the nouns that belong to tteeninine gender § jdzf & &) etsd in-A or -
C:

3 J @awoman) Gifiyatable) @ garden) B d piaxalitydsy)
M@ (aroom) J¢(anidea) T'dadkaucer) DIKa waitingroom), QIiB (a

bathroom)

There are few exceptions that end in a consonant:

frids taigfa morning), JjugiE(an evening) tSdga night) fizls(a spring- season) 19 t6
(blood, GhLG(sugar) ifgalt) JHd3 d3@iAEcopper)

as well as the nouns ending in the suffix: s/ & ©

tgits fMjey), @Rxin(iouth), =B i iliness) HEeE fr($drrow)

Thenouns that belong to the genderfy i1 J d&) lave endings , - , or
endin , , , (the latter are usually loan words):

dyfn is(a place) jdiryavillage) jL J @ lake)  dadfape)  dftr @dggirl),
tsB N glsyd(a hostel)

C OW jadmfe) Isixfda morning performance) dfrzt: (whisky), ls @ €akh)
B d j(ajewel)  dRfadzenu) 1 © tgan gvdrpoat)

In other words except for the nouns ending in the suffixe s ¢ jand some
other exceptions that belong to the feminine gerd#the nouns that end in a
belong to the gender.

Most of the forms that end up, -¢ belong to théemininegender, or to the
masculine gender exceptions.

Plural of the Nouns

There are three main ways to construct the plagalg j ) Iste | gl fordzs of
the nouns: by addingtheendings,-[ 1  / (1 ¢/ vwagn.d There are a
exceptions as well.

The most frequent ending for the plural of the nouns that belong to the masculine
and the feminine gender4s:



It is added to most ohe nouns that end inca regardless to their gender.
Here are some examples (the accented vowel is underlined):

m: Olzn(s sy O 9 4ty ,B  @iA2 eeiling)- Is iy
f iy p( eveningyoiy Jjdic Qitds fijdg) - ta s ls

If the noun ends ir, -¢, -C it is replaced byr :

m: & (pleroyG jsie  ©@father-B O,  fiyi(atudbe)- fy) df
f . B di®dztpiany- B d B diffis @ (a bathroom) BGIH
Exception & Hand)rtci iy

Most masculine monosyllabic nouns join the ending [-[ | jn the plural

G @i (atown)- G ci®FH YYa cup of) tee} YRS 9, JHAKSH R course) Cldc o, |28
(a beating)y B [5 9

Exceptions

i) (amany-d3! 3 Qegpking)- Y Qifs Cateking)- ¢ to § d=iBa horse) ¢ tsidz
tfi IS (time, e.g. three tims)- i Isf, 1) finger)-f i jd&a day)-H dz tfrds
(a guest) a5

ffi IS (a road)- fi Isf hO

The masculine nouns that end 'njoin the ending) A An the plural:

HWH (a grandfather} HYH 5 , dyii(an uncle)} yfy s  d &f tiza fool) -
G "Hf wptsy d ji6 @Aa spoilt boy/many G fz dz t5d Qi - | Qlz' otsy d

In other words, the masculine polysyllabic nouns that enctima form the
plural by adding the ending , the masculine polysyllabic nouns that ené ir¢,
-¢ form the plural byreplacing it with the endingr , the masculine monosyllabic
nouns (with some exceptionsee above) form the plural by adding the ending
[ 1 - 1 yandthose that end in join the ending) A R

The feminine nouns that end irca (included thosé¢hat end in suffixes
[ & L1 & Jform the plural by adding the endirg. The feminine nouns that end
in -¢, -c form the plural by replacing it witfr .

The neuter nouns that end-in form the plural by replacing it with the endinfy:



Definite Artic le and the Nouns

There is only one article in Bulgariaithe definite article (s f tc jdis jj dizj dz

y deiy. There is no equivalent, for example, to the English indefinite article or the
French partitive article (article partitif). Another difference between &idg and

the most of the Ind&uropean languages which have definite article is that the
definite article in Bulgarian is always added as an ending to the noun. Here are the
forms for the definite article for thmasculingfemining andneutergender, ad

for theplural:

There are long formsz U-¢ u(lfl_dzj dzidyedd short forms)/-¢ (€ @s 1 €

Y gzl of the definite article for the nouns of the masculine gender. The long forms
are used when the noun is the subject of the sentence, apposition or predicative.
The short forms when it is any otherast of the sentence. Here are some

examples (the accented vowel is underlined):

] & i twidzOQc OtV e {The train stopped at Sofia Station.)

[ dze tsiIstfizd Yy s @@ @IS kviang mwssengers got off the train.)
LYsjvde B j " j i Odzd Is IS (Bee teakher was talking about Stefan
Stambolov.)

gd» O- dzj film dislzis.dite were listening to the teacher with interest.)

Most of the nouns that belong to the masculine gender takg tthe) variant of
the article:

C¥ @ (a suitcasey SV O tds CAY © @(the suitcase)

- §i5(a hotel)- = Sz Is~ tSidtz(the hotel)

9 @ (atrain)-o @ Iseo @ (the train)

fn Is fztxi(a student) - ) Is telzls Is ) Is tdziS(the studenin)

The nouns that take the variapt ¥- are the following:
« all the nouns that end in (i is replaced by the article):
C @ (anendrC ® Is (theend) & fatsero)- G J3tcls (the hero)

« all the nouns that end in the suffix[ [both for persons and ngurersons,
and on the suffixes) { -¢ { for persons

Iz dis J (edzeachem) - Iz gis j¥idz (the teachem), i J(Eznumerator}
y d ffisdg” dz (the numerator)

but jdfatsdel)-r it KO(the hoteha s ' Is j dz' i's not a suffi



L dA@sk& jeweler/goldsmithy L dzZ@ISIs (the jeweler/goldsmith) ¢ YHe(a @erson

celebrating an annivensg - ¥ B (ftdz Is (the person celebrating an anniversary)

b u & Ot suitcasey SV O tdO(the suitcased s ' Otc' i's Wddttc'a issuf
a nonrperson noun

« ten nouns that historically ended ipaatal consonarand, unlike the rest
of the nounghat ended historically on a palatal consonant, persistently join
the soft variant of the article. Here they are:

HlOAa day)- H jWHz (the day)

L4/S(a sonin law) L]l Is (the son in law)
Ctsi4a horse) Stx% s (the horse)

¢ @xaking)- ¢ @b /s (the king)

deX Is(an elbow)- d€X | WIds (the elbow)
disf Is (a nail) - dis& 1 Wlds (the nail)

5 tiAa fire) - 5 1 Wd (the fire)

tfi |s(a road)- ffi IsV Is (the road)

fi) d4a dream)- f)i Widz (the dream)

YA (a king) - YA s '(the king)

The nouns of the mascudirgender that end kp/-¢ join the article morpheme for
feminine-u O(see below):

B O0(a father)- B O (the father)  fryi(aludpe)- i Wed(the judge)

The nouns of the masculine gender that end ijoin the article morpheme for
neuter- 1 O (seebelow):

HWH (a grandfather} HYH s (the grandfather) duii(an uncle) Yy s i{the uncle)
G fiz d-{a spoilt boy/man} G gz dz+ i{ghe spoilt boy/man)

There is only one form of the definite article for the nouns of the feminine gender
regardless to #ir role in the sentenceghe morpheme

dfh(a table)- AN © (the table)  fjdzl&Ea student) - ) Is Jzizls € (the student)
B@I% (a bathroom) BQIz" (the bathroom) Gfifdsroom)- )@= (the room)

ds' (a night)- dzts!f(the night) jugi(an eveningy © j Vii(tk& evening)
tgHts fryjey) - tc O H liS){thisjoy), B fi(ém illness) B 5 dzi {thisiliness)

There is only one form of the definite article for the nouns of the neuter gender
regardless to their role in the sententdege morpheme

dztsdflg (a girl) - d3tsdfig i i(the girl)
dy'fn is(a place) d¥fn Isst(the place)



g € (whisky) - Effy Sl=dithe whisky)

B d »j(ajewel)- B B (the jewel)

d3J dza menu) d3J 0% (the menu)

Iz ddzd " (a schooly Iz gpzd fi< j(the school)

fmi te(ahearty Mi fE(the heart)

i | @5 © @ journey)- f | @5 O ldz(the journey)

fni &b( (a meetingy i  BEE[<j (the meeting)

HJ? M Is gafaction) H]2 M s & (thg action)

9 IR (time; weathery © &3 i I(the time ; the weather)

There is only one form of the definitetiale for the nouns in plural regardless to
their role in the senteneghe morpheme

Is Ghir Is @y - Is Gz (a ceiling- ceilings- the ceilings)

G Jk G jSis- 6 jisifss (a hero- heroes the heroes)

B O®-B Od- B Od- (a father- fathers- the fathers)

9JU J -8iy Jdteoajy J & (hn evening evenings the evenings)

g ts MM ts @lsh ts fEljdy - joys - the joys)

B dB dg{f ®dsd B dgffitsesd B dz¥f & & library- libraries- the libraries)
G @ -G tc®H- ¢ tc O tfastown- towns- thetowns)

diy -3 ¥-d3l H° (a man men-the men)

HYH SHYH 5 Y-CHYH 5 9/su(g grandfather grandfathers the grandfathers)
ts B- s U- s g (an eye eyes- the eyes)

N dis daty dt8s dz ¥ dHs dzd(an animal animals- the animals)

The nouns of thaeeuter gender that have ending for plurdlc /-TA join the
definite article for the feminine gender regardless to their role in the sentence:

fjdzts ) jOAAn jCkiz(a village- villages- the villages)
§ siddf |lEzOf 52O (a field- fields - the fields)

I € -dadn Slsdoidin € dol(a@lass of whisky (some) glasses of whiskythe glasses
of whisky)

B - B dbBs ©B s © (a jewel- jewels- the jewels)

d34 ¥dz d3 J 6z ©Od3j 2dg IO (a menu- menus- the menus)

z ddzd M- i dozd ®- &z ddzd s @ schoot schools- the schools)
dzdiy dzd®q dzdCij (a face- faces- the faces)

i ilds Oddfj] Bs Odzd | @5 © dzd(@journey- journeys- the journeys)
i elm -jni aim{-ni el meeting meetings the meetings)
Hi? Mis sf2iMIs'e 2 M Is & @rvation - actions- the actions)

o 1E3J-0 to j Gxjode J Cj(toime - times- the times)

H JilsH jOyH jC¥ (a child- children-the children)



Use of the Definite Article

Although it seems that the only obvious difference between the use of theedefinit
article in Bulgarian and in English is that in Bulgarian plesessive pronouns can
be used witlthe definite article, it is useful to remember that there are three main
reasons to use the definite article:

« If a certain object has already been mentiooreck in the conversation or in
the text, the second time we mention it we refer to it as we refer to
something familiar, defined. For this reason we use the definite article. This
function is calledndividual qualificative function. Here are some
example (the accented vowel is underlined):

dtej Ay s OdfEmis Png " HEigciOdsds dydzj ~ BJ, UJ
COsONMis@dgi¥s Odis Iz M O djn 9¥nezts .

Towards us, at a high speed was coming a huge truck. We thought that we were going to
collide butin the last moment the truck managed to turn to the right.

f %@g@o "Hiisls  fMejj daAB. tidp MO "Hijils s  fe]j dz
B & .
Maria had a child from a previous marriage. Asen also had a child from a previous marriage.

In the first two sentencege are talking aboutne and the saméruck. First we
mention that such an object appears, and after that we refer to the same object.
That is why we use the form with definite article. In the second two sentences we
talk about different kids. First we migon Maria's child, then we menti@nother
child, Asen's child, that is why we use the basic form, without a definite article.

« If we want to imply that all the people or the whole quantity of something is
involved in the activity we use the definite al#i although the object might
not have been mentioned before. This function is cajleshtitative
function. Often in such cases we deal with plural forms (count nouns) but
not always (nofcount/mass nouns):

t s@gd dz0 [ddz- O ke MJB j fad iddzOtc ;S d .

The novels of Michail Bulgakov are translated into Bulgarian.

0c dzj "B v B Ojsh ff azts .

The lamb (in the local shop) is sold out.

As the novels of Bulgakov are not mentioned before in the text and still the form
with the definite #icle is used, it is clear thatl his novels are translated in
Bulgarian. The meaning of the second sentence is thatible quantity of lamb
that was available in the local shop is sold out, finished.



« There is yet another function of the definitechet which can be called
generalizingfunction. In such cases we usually refer not to one single
object but to all the objects in that class, especially in proverbs and maxims:

sku g 9 Cop sHE] @ j iz g, use

Dog is man's best friend.

1B § dzjg Jdodzts Q0§ 5 H o
Smoking is harmful to the health.

What these sentences imply is thay dog is a better friend of yours than, for
example, your boss, your spouse, or eyaur dearest friend; and no matter what
you smoke cigarettes, cigars or a pipemoking is harmful to your health.

If you feel the need to use something like the good old English indefinite article,
you can always use the forms of the cardmaheralfor 1 (or rather the forms of
the indefinite pronoug H d dz, J H dzQ ,There is dgen a fojmHfaizpolural
corresponding to the English "somg" & Yiddere are some examples:

| OB o dfigl o j dzH@l ol | dz¢ O.

| was talking toa friend (male/female).

| O3B j Hile @ dzd .

| was talking tosomefriends.

b tgh dzO- d3jj HEG O W, dz

We met afa cafe.

Gender and Number of the Adjectives

Bulgarian adjectivedf( tc d @©jcdzdzd OdhBggedn gender and number

because they agree with the nouns they refer to. In the masculine gender the
adjectives usally end in a consonant. The corresponding forms for the feminine,
the neuter and the plural are constructed by addine , -r. If the vowel in front

of the final consonant in the masculingis or E i tnthd formafgrthe ar s
feminine, the neier and the plural; as usually there are exceptions to that rule.
Here are some examples (the accented vowel is underlined):

o sy B Bq M B

G Bz W3 ezdy, ¢ g (big)
H@& GO @&, H & (dear)

do Islfio Is @ g Is «f g Is d (clzeap)




ags, JSaagt , agld(soft)

H B R HOBHBtSG:, 16 tS H (tgod)

dkzC, Qu§) d@izs, dgaizq (smalllittie)

i oy eff lsdzigdf dzIdy dAwarm)

o Efijdz I Go B izo B datasty)

H s@Ejdz 1 @siEdH @ s H S di(domestic)
dglsicz Wisdg) dwls izdgls dgsummerattr.)

dizig iz ez ditz iz dizdzdg moonattr.)

fn <Az, Ghip 1<z [<KAzdgstrange)

Exceptions

UJ e 10406 o jdzts o gdgdredd)o
L Jidlz jdzQ dddats) dradgredn)

Ctsy jdz, 51 j€z0 t51 Jots 151 Jddmade of leatherrdur),
but

Ctsy Jdz, t5) 620 dzsts) dAbf skin)

ik gz, | ChigzO ,1 € ddss ,1 © ditds(of glass)
H tc 9dz, | tc pdz0O | tc gelzts | te pezdof wood)
but

B jEigdz, SHzgz0 ,izdzp lixizazgf Isoncrete)

o dzgidz, | dzgdzO|, dzgidzts i, dzgitzdof wool)
E s fagdz, HapfQs degef o deztizt{dsilk),
ut

§ Ompdz, E@B, 2y §z6 dizy flz@fdstton)

As you can see, apart from the adjectivesiike t@dgred)andL jidizgreen)that
arequalificative all the other adjectives that belong to the exceptoeselative
but not all the relative adjectives belong to the exceptions.

There are some adjectives that ene-inn the masculine. It is the final vowel of

the suffix-4 SR . The forms for the feminine, t6F
constructed by reptingther o f t h e -¢s-u,Frf. Nakurally,ithe torms

for the masculine and the plural are homonymous:

B dzG Ote ¢ isdBc O th ¢ istdBG O t6 ¢ isdBG O te Bglgarianattr.)
54 Gudp ws  ISiLF des  ISiLF 625 I & dzgtechnical)



Definite Forms ofthe Adjectives. Adjective Comparison.

Definite Forms of the Adjectives

In Bulgarian the adjectives, as well as the pronouns, the ordinal numerals etc., used
as attributes in the sentence are usually placed in front of the nouns they qualify. In
this casehedefinite article if needed is joined to the first attribute of the noun

phrase.

The forms of the article for masculine are:

-¢c ¥-C (long form/short formp The article is added not directly to the basic form

for the masculine of the adjective but to a form extended-witffhe extended

form looks exactly like the form for the plural. Do not forget thahe vowelsE',

3" hapen to be in the final syllable of adjectives that belong to the masculine
gender theylisappearHere are some examples (the accented vowel is underlined):

@& r>M@: +0( v @R ( Ythe thin/weakm)
I8t} dz r+> 198 dz+ ¢ ( vl dz (U (the warmm)
dglsidz ~+> dgls ez+ ( ( vo)dgls €z ( u(the summeattr. m)

Ift he adj ec t(theweffix-ea grRl)s time rRarti cle i s adde
basic form:

B dzc Odetn & v=)B dzé Ode ff) S«the Bulgariarattr. m)
The rest of the forms are:

-1 A for the feminine- 1O for the neuter; | = for the plural:

=

@\, dnw, dndgz (the weak, third, n, p)

dz®, visddzls, Jlsddzd (the summeattr. f, n, p))

I dz@, oflaizts, Hflszd (the warmf, n, p)

Bl dzG O tc/inCi @c O t¢ i Cidre O t¢ fEhaBubarianattr. f, n, p)

&
s

I3

Degrees of Comparison of the Adjectives

Bulgarian adjectives have three degrees of comparig@f (j dzd L Q@dzdjitc © o dz

positive (( s dafisy] dxdz@nparativgm tc Odis gz dxdz@berlative
(f toj ot Fhe comparative and the superlati@grees are formed by



placing the hyphenated particligs (more) d£2- (most)in front of the positive
form of the adjective. Here are some examples:

| masculine | feminine | neuter | plural

fn G @ © e e d

(thin/weakm) thin/weak f) (thin/weakn) (thin/weakpl)

m&Edqw(lk) MEOLO Mm@ s ts & dlsj

(the thin/weakm) (the thin/weak) (the thin/weakn) (the thin/weakpl)
sma d

st G s @ O s @ &5 ie

(thinner/weakem) (thinner/weakef) (thinner/weaken) (thinner/weakepl)

(oM@ v () (Gh& 00 oh@siks [GENMdBI

(the thinner/weakem) |(the thinner/wekerf) |(the thinner/weaken) ol)

D weakest (M@ O dD-mE@s @M d

m) (thinnest/weaked) |(thinnest/weakest) |(thinnest/weakegtl)

- dvw (Is)

(the thinnest/weakest

G£R-f @& GDis
(the thinnest/weakes

f)

dER-M@& sils s
(the thinnest/weakes

n)

GER-ma@ dIs §
(the thinnest/weakes
pl)

m)

H S B HiS®tc HiSBEt HisH to
(goodm) (goodf) (goodn) (goodpl)
Hgvg Is) H 5 B8O H 5 Edds H 5 Hldg]
(the goodm) (the good) (the goodh) (the goodpl)
foH 8 & foH 5O t6 foH S5t ftsH S H to
(betterm) (betterf) (bettern) (betterpl)
foH sgd Is) [fsH S B fiSH ts Edds fi5H s Hidg)
(the bettem) (the better) (the betten) (the bettepl)
dzO-R & B JdER-H s P te dEP-H s te dZR-H s H to
(bestm) (bestf) (bestn) (bestpl)
dER-H s gvg Is ) |dER-H ts Bt d£P-H ts Edds dER-H ts dldgj
(the besm) (the best) (the besn) (the bespl)
fifozy dz figfozdz0O figfdzdzts frfdzdzd

(the strongm) (strongf) (strongn) (strongpl)
fifdzdzd v (Is) [fgfdzdzO s © fifdzdzts Is ts ffdzdzd Is j
(the strongm) (the strond) (the strongn) (the strongpl)
[sfdzj dz [ 5ffdzdzO i s ffdzdats [ sffdzdzd
(strongem) (strongerf) (strongem) (strongempl)




[sfyfdzded v (s ) shdzdzOls O [(sifdzdesls 5 shdzdzd Is |
(the strongem) (the strongerf) (the strongen) (the strongepl)
agR-fiyfdzy dz QR -firfdz dzO CER -fryfoiz bz R -frefdzdzd
(strongestn) (strongest) (strongesn) (strongespl)
GER-ffdzdzd W ( Is |dER-figfdzdzO Is O |dER-fifdzdzts Is s \dER-figfdzdad Is |
(the strongestn) (the stronged) (the strongesh) (the strongegpl)

Such adjectives are callegialitative adjectives(SOQy j Mlils o j dzdds § tdzdzO ¢

They express a quality, characteristic, property of a noun, apadrg be not only
compared but asitaezdkl v i3 Btoed geiy jood)eadd ( H tSB
very often al sitc Hasjugsd>wel)ln | azeé dn ¢ misBal i z e
>H t5 B B(olsd > goodnesk)

Some adjectives, however, denote such quslfpeoperties) that are not

comparable. For instance a wooden table can not be more wooden or less wooden,
so although you can build forms liksH tc © j(*dwre wooden)*dgR-H tc o j dz
(*most wooden)you can't actually use them. Those adjectives are gadlatve
adjectives(ts Is ddts fj) dzdzd  fMgjdddzianft they identify the relation of one

noun to another noun from which the adjective is derived. Usually they denote the
material of which the object is made and can be replaced by a construction
consisting of he prepositionOT' (of) and the noun for the material: ts»

Htoo j dz = tdBisod Hwodden = of wood) HGc ® j dAE O dE OB tsiIsts Hi teco
(wooden table = table of wood)At the same time if you use the adjectivdc o | dz
(wooden)figuratively meaning for exmple that somebody is a clumsy dancer you

can not only build the forms for comparison but use them as well:

l sH tco | HOdag T O tdizd ¥ OdgLy HNO dzO .

| haven't seen a more clumsy dancer than Natalie.

| Odizd WdERjH te o j dAOBG @y ¢ Ovls ¢ thphy e30 dz0 .

Natalie is the clumsiest dancer | have ever seen.

It is important to remember that the partidlés, d£2- have a stress of their own,
I.e. they are always accented.



Cardinal Numerals

The cardinal numerals (&2 dzt d fdisl dzdzd Qdod3ledzunbers from 0O to
19 are (the accented vowel is underlined):

0 dizO

1 J HEdz

2 H 9

3 Is 6

4 uilsdted

5 fils

6 h ifls

7 fijH § d3

8 thy &3

9 Hjo | Is

10 Hifh J Is

11 J H Gidg M j Is@ (mjj Hsg dz

12 Ho Qg fj S@ (i 4P dz

13 s te Qi fd Is @ (Mg tsg dz

14 Wi lsdagdmE s (@ Jnis st d dz
15 f J Bidp fd 5@ Mt Jsb dz

16 h @ g s @ Mmj ) d
17 Mjn@didnj s @fing i) dsdz
18 s M jAkdenj Is A fgnl Xsdz
19 Hio@lsdgjls @nj ) Isdz

The cardinal number for 1 changes in gender and number. Although the idea of
having a form for the plural of 1 may seem strange there is quite natural
explication: the forms of the cardinal numeral for 1 are sometimes used in the
function of the English indefinite article ; sometimes the plural form can mean one
pair or one set. Heree@some examples:

RABBO d@fzth) dgzHadzd © . || have only one (not more) pencil.
| S Al digf i j dz. | was talking to a friend (male).

\1 tc Bloyts @kEN PCHAEZ O . \I read only one (not more) book.
| S8 Al HEfz v j dz€ Ol was talking to a friend (female).




RLAF OBfs GSH@Y I had only one (no more) coffee.

u i dzO R d3j) HiEG O Wej (We met at a cafe.

(RBO @B JsiEzS d . ) (I have got only one pair of shoes.)
| 88 j R wdlz e j dzd . || was talking to some friends.

The cardinal number for 2 charsge gender: the formi'® is used with the
numerical fornfor the plural of the masculine nouns for Aoersons, and the form
'H @' is used with the plurals of the feminine and the neuter nouns:

H ©@dislzd g2@encils)  JK alzd @ poks) 1w g 2 women) it GOR
children)  1fNgOdz villages)

Contracted fofiyjnss |' @Kngued' | H fisds) éic. are used
mainly in the colloquial speech. You should avoid, though, writing them. The

for maluj mjHg@z] fjjHo Ogls' h ¢ M j shoul d be

The cardinal numbers for the 'tens' are:

20 H&j M ® M9

30 Is & j @ f(j kst

40 W I e g Is d¥ fy ) te
50 g 4§ lsisj

60 h § misiB § fMhilg)? o

70 M4 HJ dsH§ M

80 s dis § i

90 HiojdsHj

The forms for tk 'hundreds' are:

100 s

200 H §ils O

300 Is ginls O

400 yjls d tEshylstz
é é

900 Hio | ledndsdz

us

€



The word for 1,000" ~wfié2° bel ongs to the feminine
for the feminine of the numeral-2 4',awhile the words for 1,000,000 @ifor
1,000,000,000" dzduiizd, Qe dzfel ong t o t he mascul i
the form for the masculine of the numeral'2 @.eNaturally, after numerals

" 3z, Qo et dzd r e uawneridal form nottthe erdirrary form for the

plural:

~ dveazO; 9 nddzw H
(ioe) ez dup
(diz) @BfrzdBd @O

Here are some examples how you read the cardinal numerals:

21 H 8 fiflij lsttz
321 Is i ls OB i Byljj stz
4321 |yils d tedfiz H ddin s B3s ji Byl stz
12345 |H o Gidk f) g v § offin I90s dyj j IShylitdts
é é
J €dz d3tidezdifseQiH b fgljuls d tedfiz" i dls, filis] dz
" § MisiBdifign § o3

‘1 234 56

The conjunctior (and)is added between the second and the third member of each
group of three digits.

The cardinal numerals ha special forms called "majgerson" cardinal numerals

(a3} » Sdsidizd 2Redimf disfjmdjziZbhey end in( d ) agddare regularly

derived for the numerals from 2 to6: 13 @2), dd&3@3), Y Jdds@f)c

i Jddz@5), h dd3@). They also appear in complexfos:H &4 j I j IABEG H o
(22), offjlg Is Hsj figf ddfCiLEs) etc. For the numerals for 7, 8, 9 there are

forms that look liken j Hd&D7),  dg@B), H J doiz{0d3 izt they are hardly

used nowadays; the ordinary cardinal numerals are used instead. The "male
person” cardinal numerals are used only with nouns that denote male persons and
after them the noun is in its regular plural form not the numerical form. To use this
form for a group of people it is enough at least one of them to be male. Here are
some exanies:

I ¢ Qb HEDO "fjjdB3O d- gdz a5 disduedd y § dz

There were five persons at the cafsne man and four women.

{ sy g lsdfiz3® dnddeH Gl @Y= O gl i+g jdiz

Out of the four judges two were man, and tweomen.



I @) €dO" jsH BHs] M s difls | dzdaRt spls®ig M IO B Mis
There were one hundred twenty eight spectators in the theatre and only one hundred and
twenty seats.

If you do not know, or do not want to specify the exact number of the objects you
talk about you can use sonw@rhs specialized to express approximate number.
These forms are derived by joining two neighbouring or belonging to the same
class numerals, e.g. gozH ©( j @Hig, 51 @zone or two, a couple gf) @1 9

Is tf ( HAROIs B30, Ji-IsHEP (two or three, a codp of), iy 4H | @&ix or seven)

Ud s d@ g dgfj Jskendg fyatss), s dlsdgd b ) lis@Qod) ifis O

Is & Is(0-300). For the numbers 10, 15, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 and 100
there are special forms derived by adding the suffixz® j figgz®about ten)

H 8 OH ddafgablsut twenty)  figfldz@alsout one hundredHere are some examples:

R &2z YO Rtz 6 dAfiE GG Gdi3@s s fuiEsAHC d Bdgd .6 SH

Ivan hasn't got a lot of friendgust a couple from the years at the university.

g J dbys aazs Ed3@iH j dbg §-tn J diln § dgllsy dzd

The village is small there are about seveaight hundred residents.

] =A@ Of] s dzOddgdrdizd d | dndfO ds.t

| waited about fifteen minutes and left.

The cardinal numerals can join the definite artidlegeded. Usually they join the

article for the plural ' =. The cardinal numerals that end-Ajoin the article-

The cardinal numeral for 1 derives its forms with the article like the adjectives:

J goZ2"( Is) §-H-dz ilsH=dz g[-H ard the cardinal moerals for 1,000,000 and

1, 000,000,000 join the artthzl ctiagfiady/i ke t he
Bd @efd d3dQdzd IsHere are some examples:

HY-Hgs, diswftedd sdtesfy Juls HOB Dkl OdzOw, § M ] Is
st § Iyl d Hid, ) Bhisls s OB H-chddzv s ff  o3sfladzd3d dEid
a3 @efH -3d @sHq

HO-HE O GBOH 8RR Bl RO, di B dnls@ iie® Is
fisdeEd O BH]QE JvezO



Ordinal Numerals

The ordinal numeraldgit dzd  dis[jndziact like the adjectivesire used as
attributes in the sentence. They agree in gender and number with the nouns they
qualify, so they have forms for the three genders and for the plural, and they can
join the definite article. The forms for the ordinal numerals, as a rule, avedler
from the form for the cardinal number by adding endirgs¢, - , -r for the
masculine, the feminine, the neuter and the plural. Here are some examples (the
accented vowel is underlined):

fils- filsz, Jlsf, dlsf, Jlsf (fifth)

hifnlsh ifis, difds, dfls, iffis (sixth)

fiHjd3- iH ¢, JHfigls, JHfOR, jHGB (seventh)

iy d3- & €3, &N dg, & 3, ©n e (eighth)

HO J-l8 jdlsz, Hsll, 9 Hsj,9 Hsi fninth)

Wil j-le jily, T g M g ey

st J Mk j iy Igfis oy Ixfls jo i) Igfls fo fig JtHBtieth)

However, not all the ordinal numerals are dedi like this. The ordinal numerals

for the "huwandr edls zd Gdfeptfrazd'rreddder i ved by
suffix -EH (theE disappears the forms for the feminine, the neuter and the

plural):

fnts- iidsidz, dshflls w6z ) dfz (hundredth, 0™

" ez @Oddzv ez, ddz® @ dgdEW -, dgd2v & dhousandth, 1,000

d3d dxlf d3d deifdz,  dgifdizd disfaiz  disfafdmilionth, 1,000,008)
3d d@efH di3d @e(jdz, @elHEE dPEersfz AL dzifpilionth,

1,000,000,000)

The ordinal numerals f&00 and 300" Hfiplds j (@&o-hundredth'’200"),
' |dftelds j (dateehundredth’, 80") sound clumsily and are barely used.

The ordinal numerals for 1, 2, 3, 4 are more or less irregular. Here they are:

1-fitcd, 1tdfq Itdf= I tdfef (first)

2-9 ef, dGs HB)s @y second)

3-Is ME , JIKD’[G JLIE; (% JIB;{tchird)

4-yjideds B o s ls o e sieurth)

In the complex forms of the ordinal numerakdl numbers over 20, only the last
numeral is ordinal. It changes in gender and Ioernand joins the article, if
needed. Here is an example:



123-fnfsH @4 | ) Jslsiid( Is/ls SO =/ s ( 1= /ls fisf( = ((the) one

hundred twenty third)

Fractions

The fractions B {fconsist of two partsnumerator (| d fjlslz, dbove the line)
and denominatory dzO &g joddelow the line). The numerator is always a
cardinal numeral (in the feminine if the number is 1 or 2); the denominator is
always an ordinal numeral (in the feminine if the numerator is 1, or in the plural if
the numerator is anyther number). Here are some examples (the accented vowel
Is underlined):

1/6 d HOMzI G

216 Hah ifnt

8/6 tnj dimé

1/3 4 HOl 50

2/3 H als s

3/3 Is tls i

1/100 J HOlgHs Gz

2/100 H § s dz

3/100 Is s dz

1/123 J HOigtsH &1 | fiffj Ighstic
2/123 HafmbH & J M gfd Iste
108/123  [bsdh disHigsj M G d st

The fracti o®yildsd dtcl snOnig ideds @'dg HdEhe fracti
read] HQE ke Gn mathematical context anfl ts ddsz( '@ )other cases.

Decimal fracions are read like other fractions: 0,1 j ®HdEIBO' ,-' (& Gzl
Mds dzO@' etddz. 1 $ sdzssed i n f rdugdt! ofs a sreadun,
independently:

i ts dgtdzgGnyhalf an hour)

HOUWMNO d dJfz@vaztoars and a half)

i tsddtize ¢ d@ithalt tkilogram)

H ©C d dz®iz0te d difta@dztkildgrams and a half)



"Msoi tels' is used both independently or

yils o | @ga quarter of an hour)
@ gIs 9 (4 Isour and a quarter)
yils 9 | tc Is(a §uaftetzof a kilo)

C dtf jlsyeo 1 (4ckio and a quarter)

The Personal Pronouns

Thepersonal pronouns(dgy dzd d3J Jfddd Madedgords that replace nouns or
noun phrases, i.e. they are propempumns They are called "personal” not

because they stand for nouns for persons but becauseatfeethie grammatical
category "person". They refer to something that was previously mentioned or that
is clear from the situation:

| ts d SR oA IR i s @D JAE

| spoke tolvan andhe agreed to come withs.

In the example above thergenal pronounl§xR" (he)replacesr &l i.e.
something previously mentioned. The personal prondghj'stands for "I and

you" and it is clear from the situation that it refers to the person who is speaking
and the person(s) that is (are) spoken to.

The personal pronouns have the following grammatical categpeeson,

number, and the forms for thé%person singular have algender. Although

there are no declensions in Bulgarian, still there are in use some remnants of old
caseforms of the pronoun The personal pronouns have formstiier

nominative, the accusativeandthe dative. For the accusative and the dative there
are two forms long and short. The long forms for the dative case nowadays sound
archaic and they are substituted by complemoconsisting of the preposition

"HA" and the long form for the accusative case. All the forms are given in the
table below:

PERSONAL PRONOUNS



‘ Case ‘Nom‘EngI‘ Acc ‘Engl‘ Dat ‘Engl

| Forms | ' |Long | Short | | Long |Complex | Short |
1p.sg @ || |dgdzej 3 |me |dgdzj |dzOjdak |5 o me
2p.sg o |you 5B 5§ you 5B j dz@iB B Isd O

you

you
3 p. sg

2p.sg Idj you 1@y 1 d |you @B |dzOG |1 d o
polite
masc. =

he di¢ s ¢ 5 |him |dgdsk |dzOjcdg Bz |1

him

she |dgv W her |dg2 dzOJw dz 2 Loer

lgv
3 p.sgneulds it dgc s 6 5 it dgdzlz |dzOjG dz d3kz (toit)
1p.pl  dgj we [df) lded [us d@ |dzOGndz [ded  [wous

2 p. pl odj you |9@n o d |you |o@B |dzOGne |9 d 0

you

3 p. sg fem

3p.pl s they ®E e d  them s dzORls | o5 |°

= them

There is a special, polite form for tB& p. sg. It is used as a polite address to a

stranger or a superior. Actually, it is the form for tfi&® pl, only it is capitalized.

The short dative form for the feminine singular contains/tveel” d " but i t i
written |i ke "2Tomothe dosfjiumgui ®med d" .
as a rule, unaccented. They are accented only when they appear after the negative
particle "jdigr" , dad¢ @32 didi'thegr yols Don't shout at mé!)

The short forms are used more ofteartlthe long forms. As a rule their position is
in front of the verb. Sometimes, though, they appear after the verb because they
cannot appear in clausatial position. The position of the long forms is after the
verb:

dLls Jdls O dxlls OkszjoL dif Olsis

| (am) ask(ing)ou.

GLis o5 B Y . oSl ESUEOBIg

| (am) speak(ingjo you.

The short forms and the long forms are identical in meaning. The long forms for
the dative case are considered archaic, so the complex forms are usediingtead.
forms for the accusative case are used tsithsitive verbshat have been used
transitively. The forms for dative case are used witihansitive verb®r with
transitive verbs that have been used intransitivelybe aware that in one



language a verlmay be transitive, and in another language the same verb may be
intransitive!):

oL dOlgls | did S

| (am) ask(ingyou, nothim.

oL d¢f OB |
| (am)ask(ing)about you.

dL 9L itcdiB f

| (am) walk(ing)towards you.

The short forms for the dative case substitutly the complex form, i.e. the
combination of the prepition"HA" + the long form for the accusative.

Combinations of other prepositions and the long form for the accusative cannot be
substituted by the short form for the dative case, neither can the short forms appear
after prepositions (there are some exiosg but we'll not go into such details).

Here are some examples:

L YO jcdmL i3t tHs W .
| (am) talk(ing)to him.

oL wdye 6@ . dz
| (am) talk(ing) about him.

R &z Yiff o deBo O QiLls W' Blsdzts B0, SOV 5 Is

Ivan lives on the first floor. I live right above him, on the second floor.

The Possessive Pronouns

The possessive pronours € d I€I5 3 dzdzd  d3ifizg Maie gvalgls that indicate
possession, and they replace either adjectives that denote personal possession, or

possessive constructions of the type "preposkign+ noun”, e.g.f O ©gd dzOIs O
M s ] Gpla® [dOc jHaz0 Is OQ M jifMusria’s sister=the sister

of Maria > her sisteY".



The possessive pronouns have the grammatical category "person”, and special
forms for the three genders and for the plural, as well as feinars. The long

forms can join the definite article but the short forms cannot. All the forms are
given in the table below:

POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

For | Masc. | Femin. | Neut. |  Plur Shor Eng

m 322' definite non-def. |definite |non-def. |definite  |non-def. |definite t

1St ) ' ) ]

sg (0B b (o di s (dfs (i g (disf s jidsd my

2" p. .

sg s & s (sils s ilsiss |su stls& safls. |lsd your

2nap.

sgl_t 1O @ dv (@Ol okl@d O jklddid dkl d |your

polite

3"p. |dgc t|djc s o (dgc ts|dge s o . dgc 50 |d4C 1S |dge 50 :

m sg Is) o) o dac 5| I d3iz |his
d

3rd p.

f sg dgd ;jzgdzquzp‘@dz?dzcdz? (z|dg? dzts|dg? diz|dg? dzd |2 her

39p. |dgc t|ddc ts o (|d4C 15 |dje 5o |d4C tSdjc 5o da'G’tS(_:izTGtsadslz

nsg Is) 0] O] s d d its

st
é,p'd@ d@ dv (0 O d® Okldgd d@ j s|dgd d d®@ d Isdzd |our
nd
F2)| P- 90 (0@ d v (9@ O 0@ Oklo@ 0@ j s9@ d 0@ d Islo d your

——
; P 8 dign o v lvn @ lom eV ilem dess SIS dz SR dad | d [their

There is a special, polite form for th&'p. sg. Just like thpolite form of the

personal pronouns it is used when you talk to a stranger or a superior. Again, it is

the form for the 2 p. pl, only it is capitalized. The short dative form for the

feminine singular contains thewel™ d"* but 1t i e written |
di stinguished from the conjunction "d"

The long forms agree in gender and number with the nouns they qualifgammand

be used with the definite articleas well. Their position is in front of the noun.
Thelong from of the possessive pronouns can take any place among the attributes
preceding the noun. In case it occupies the first position in the noun phrase, and the



definite article is needed, the definite article is joined to the possessive pronoun, as
it is joined to the first attribute of the noun phrase. The long forms can also be used
in the predicate. In other words, they behave exactly like the adjectives:

v O dBd d ¢ 1§ sEkde
This habitof yoursis very bad.

1 J? dzd s § dzd jVsd I @S

Her parents live in another city.

{ €1 d fuofgds &P § 0§ dz.

A friend of yours phoned.

R o @edgf divas o e § dzd .

The Ivanov family are friendsf his.

U SAE30  HHOJ OB ff to t5ie3dz

This is not going to bgour problem.

v@ d d& @Ffy, oMl €kl jlov-jdzts

This book ismine and this magazine iseirs.

There is only one short form for the three genders and the plural, i.e. it does not
agree with the noun and cannot be used with the definite article. The position of
the short forms is after the noun and it is used only after nouns that have definite
article with exception of some nouns for relatives. Here are some examples:

1 19@@ dJovlisza®tc fnOdj df disiy t o d dzlw d@ff§e H
tc s &30 d@y dip @ disddimf detiss dz@tsC @l @bz St e@et GL d diiz
d3On OMdze Gl PO izl iy BY- O dff dz @A 50

In 1996 the young Bulgarian writer D. I. published a novelag,@mn essay and some short
stories.His novel andhis short stories had great successhisiplay andhis essay were a

complete failure.
(Actually it is Qanud BeCh@ifdda® n Ov®Re Ky dJdfpesEl igBe O

fidzj dz @ide t4bs novel and short stories had great successisyilay and essay were a complete failure."
but the version with the four possessive pronouns is also an option.)

{ s § tzq BYR OL dc Ofn il - I6] HA2 15 I9'dzdfzth &fs ) )
dH G OBt 5 2 PE® j dgtfdz .
Her parents were elderly and needed constant chiex. husband andher children helped

her a lot, especialljzer son

(Again, it's bettertosayf"i 3 lgH g Q@ 3de s 2& PB @ j dgtifidz 2") "Her husbandard
children helped her a lot, especially thef son" but once again the sentence in the example above is an
option.)

51 N d KO S BB 005 @



-l Tede d @3 7B BB Bscsddm j iDE

- Where are livinggour mother and(your) father?
- In Plovdiv, there live alseny brother and(my) sister.

1 GB @3l HYH 33 dE ts qus@ds) M Y dglz

His grandmother and(his) grandfather love very muchhis daughter.

(In this case when the nouns for relatives do not join the definite article it {gossible to

omit any of the short forms of the possessive pronouns because they define the nouns and, in
a way, compensate the lack of the definite article.)

As you have probably noticed the short forms of the possessive pronouns and the
short forms of te personal pronouns for the dative case are the same. The only
difference is that the short forms of the personal pronouns are used in front of the
word they refer to, i.e. theerb, and the short forms of the possessive pronouns are
used after the word dy refer to, i.e. thaoun. Thus it can happen that a form of

the possessive pronoun is followed by a dative form of the personal pronoun for
the same person and number, for example:

} tweis J daslisgz § o Jondylsfgote

(His friend introduced Mari&o him)

Although the position of the short forms of the possessive pronouns is after the
noun, in certain occasions it can occur before the noun. If the noun has got one or
more attributes (usually placed in front of the noun) the short form of the
possessive praun is placed after the first attribute:

1 2 dzCH dze @ic dz@ OF dzjfild® | dgwlg s ts5. =
= [ dzG=@ \jte iz0 OF d iz | diz Is ts .

(Her long black hair glitters at the sunshine.)

The Reflexive Pronouns

There are two types of reflexive pronounsi( L @ zd d3] Jldd ) d d3

e personal
e poOssessive.

Both types have long forms and short forms.



The reflexive personal pronouns have forms only for accusative and dative cases.
They have no forms for nominative, as their function is to refer the direct or the
indirect object back to the subject of thetsewce, i.e. they are never used in the

role of subject of the sentence.

The reflexive possessive pronouns qualify objects and adverbial modifiers but

never the subject of the sentence. The forms for the feminine, the neuter and the
plural join the definié article following the same rules as the adjectives or the

ordinary possessive pronouns. The long form for the masculine gender cannot join
the long form of the definite article as it never modifies the subject. The forms of

the reflexive possessive prants mean that the "possessor" and the subject of the
sentence are the same. The short forms of the reflexive possessive pronouns are the
same as the short dative forms of the reflexive personal pronouns.

Here are the forms:

Reflexive Personal Pronouns
Accusative Dative
long form short form long form short form
fiBd Mmd f ( d2Q8 4 Mimd |iind
Reflexive Possessive Pronouns
masculine feminine neuter plural short form
f 82 ) 8 m & ) &y md

Here are some examples how you use thexmt pronouns:

[ @by G5 GixizH G | of) dis @idixjlsits . =
=[ dpy @ fsGixin © o Qirdsdsds). H

(Elitza is looking aterselfin the mirror.)

R oA A4 ©® Qi ) Siud O, @y @ Yz
=R QAN ¢ HAH O & @z Gy @b Yrlakz

(Ivan buysfor himself abook and for Elitza flowers.)

[ dwO jus § G2 OO [ & | |
[ 0 % ojiydelis 00 o =iy § ekiiad 13192 fn s P K6
[

(Mila is Elitza's friend. Mila is talking with her sister. (the sister of Elitza))

[ ddz0 s § ¢ Odyigo [ dz | |
[ dios wnd M) DSEILE ERd N B0 6 OB w0



(Mila is Elitza's friend. Mila is talking tbier own sister. (the sister of Mila))

[ 4 G ® gy Opl] Istg tfls § dzd . =
=1 4@ GHYOIs dlacisdi) i J

(The children loveheir own parents.)
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(The children respect the parents of Annie and Peter. The children rdsgegarents. (the
parents ®Annie and Peter))

The Interrogative Pronouns

There are several types of interrogative words that are traditionally included in the
group of the interrogative pronours { ff tisfndzdzd  d3jfzf & Bhgrezare
interrogative words for persons and oligeche proper proouns, there are also
interrogative words for qualities and possessithey are actually "pradjectives’;

there are also "pealverbs' and even some "preerbs’. Still, for practical

purposes we'll continue to call them all interrogafpronouns. It is important to

learn their forms well because they are the basis from which the forms for four
other types of pronouns are derived. Here are the forms of the interrogative
pronouns:

Pronouns and "Proadjectives”

For Persons and

Forms Objects For Qualities For Possession
Ct2 (Nom.)
Masculine |§ t3§Acc.) COH 2

¢ sl dzOB(Batts

Feminine |C # CODo ud

Neuter CI5 CO%Bo ud




Plural € CoYs ud

English  who what whose

| "Proadverbs"

For Quantity lhow much, how many Ciz$ ts

For Place where(to, from) CijH dz20 g, HEI$)C |

when(since when, untill

For Time Ct Sls@tsH HE €

when)
For Reason why L O
For Manner how cEx

The Bulgarian Verb

So far | would like to believe that the gramnafBulgarian was neither difficult

nor challenging for most of the foreigners that have chosen to study Bulgarian.
Apart from the verb, all the other panf-speech classes in Bulgarian could be
compared to planets within the solar system of Bulgariammpar. Unfortunately,

the verbal system of Bulgarian should be compared to nothing less but a galaxy.
However, you have to master the verbal system of Bulgarian if you want to master
Bulgarian, as the predicate is in the core of the communication, andrthes the
core of the predicate. It is of little consolation to be reminded that in other
languages that have declination you have to master the declination as well. The
richness and the complexity of the verbal system in Bulgarian is a complete
"compenston” for the simplicity of its nominal system.

So, let's take a deep breath and face the beast!

A verb, as you know, is a word that describes, refers to an action, a state of being
or experience of the subject of the sentence. It is the principal dlefrtbe clause



which connects the subject to the other words.

The verbs in Bulgarian have up to 3, 000 (") different forms. This is due to the
fact that there are six grammatical categoripsrson (with three subcategories

1%t 2" and & person) number (with two subcategoriessg and pl)aspect(with
two subcategoriesimperfective and perfective asped¢Bnse(with nine
subcategoriespresent tense, aorist, imperfect tense, future tense, perfect tense,
plu(squam)perfect, future perfect sen future in the past tense and future perfect
in the past tenseypice (with two subcategoriesactive and passive voice) and
mood (with four subcategoriesindicative, imperative, conditional and the so
called "reported” mood). In addition to thaeth are five participles (three active
participles- present, aorist and imperfect, and two passive particigessent and
past) and a few other ndmite verb forms- the verbal adverbs, and the verbal
nouns with the suffixeg [ 1 R [.

There areghree conjugationaccording the preseit#nse stem and several (up to

ten) classes according to the aorist stem. There are two auxiliary ¥grbgéfo

be", and" ©- "to want"), no infinitive, three sets of personal endings (onéhi®

past tenses and two for the present tense) and two basic temporal stems from which
all those 3, 000 forms are derived. Let's have a closer look at the stems first.

The verbs that belong to th& dnd the ¥ conjugation have two basic temporal
stens - the presenttense stenand theaorist stem Most often these stems are
different, but sometimes it may happen that they appear to be identical (e.g.
digizd | egdzeff or t he pr etszd h @&xizefferithe @orish. Tk d3
verbs that belong to thé“2onjugationalwayshave identical stems for the present
tense and the aorist, ithey have only one stem.

The presentense stem is what is left when you remove the personal eizding

from the form for the present tensé&? gerson sg (the stem vowel doesn't appear in
the forms for the person sg and thé®®erson pl of the verkthat belong to the
1%and the ¥ conjugation, the 3 conjugation is athematic). Here are some
examples:

| Basic Form | 2" p. sg | Stem
U J G read) W ddlish W jits

s 6 | (t€g0) @ g | " s G-

1O dzito @) G dzj | b 1O gz

§ @ |(€cry, owep) | @ | b § ary-

<O | (@say) o | " (Nc'FR

fdh | (@ write) g § | " g §-

fd] ‘tto drink) fj | -




3 di @olive) 3 dig | h 3 ddg-

‘L @z o know) |L @ | " ‘L G

odH | (t¥ see) odH o | h odHd-
CQiz| (1 invite) CQizq | CQig-
iz (19 ask.to beg) dilzdf | ictef-

v | (t©study) yd| h -

s | (@put) g | h it -
) &z ©(fo dry) fylzd] n lzd-

1) Is*itg stand) i lgfis n lgfis
O [(tochzave) gz | gz ©

) Isidzw {tochoot) n lsidzw | n ) Igidzw
dH o Qtb adgne) dH ® O N dH 9 O
OL BB @@destroy, t(;, o, @LO| " € OL BLO
demolish) = |
L Odm @ftotieover) L Odm @] h L Odn @
S b O {todgry) C b Of b S b ©

This stem is used when the following forms are constructed: the present tense, the
simple forms for the impeti@e mood, the present active participle, the imperfect
tense, the imperfect participle and the verbal adverb. Actually all those forms, apart
from the forms for the present tense and the imperative mood, are derived from the
imperfecttense stem. The imdecttense stem is what is left when you remove

the personal ending from the form for the imperfect tens€: gerson sg. But the
imperfecttense stem is not considered to be a basic temporal stem of the verbs as it
Is derived from the presetgnse s¢m by replacing the stem vowe]s, -d- in the
presentense stem of the verbs from théahd the ' conjugation with the suffix

for the imperfect tensg-/-%- (_ mu t a t Thewgrbsghat belong to thé 3

conjugation have only one stem (as it wasitiemed above). When you construct

the imperfectense stem you should use as a basis the form for the present tense,
1% person sg, as the stem vowel does not appear in it and you have to remove only
the personal ending. Here are some examples how tlefengense stems of the
verbs from the tand the ¥ conjugation are constructed:

Yd- & whdlls >y ks dwas reading)
CO-O>CQ-+v | | ;01 P &wRenever) | said)

L @ > @©+dz/ 3, Qf @Eknew; | used to know)
odH-" > diw+wV / >jodH || @whenever) | saw)

f) 20> fmhi>M g &was drying)

B le'ts> BHE/E>B s @ was counting)



The aorist stem is what is left after you remove the personal etlirigpm the
form for the aorist, % person sg of the verbs that belong to tHart! the 2¢
conjugation. A it was mentioned above, the verbs that belong to'the 3
conjugation have only one steffrhis stems used when the following forms are
constructed: the aorist, the aorist participle, the past passive participle and the
verbal noms with the suffixes) [ ;1 R [ Here are some examples:

@ O(said)><¢a ©

f Sdie & hid) > f) Cdte

o (¥H @saw)>9o d"H
fnkzdl @ dried)> M 2d-

B tafis B counted)> B tafs

The verbs that have the sufi®-i n t he aorjlssst -~y oremogwes g.
irregularities when the aorist participles and the past passive patrticiples are
constructed. (For details go to the chapters on the aorist participle and the past
passive participle.)

There are two sets of personal endings of the verbs in the preseait Here they
are:

For the 1st and the 2nd conjugation

| 1'p. sg | -0 fC

| 2"%p. sg | -z
3p. sg -
1°p. pl -

| 2"p. pl | T

| 39p. pl | b Ut U

For the 3rd conjugation:

| 1% p. sg | -f
| 2"%p. sg | -z
| 3%p. sg | -
| 1% p. pl | 4
| 2"p. pl | Ty
| 3“p. pl | -




From contemporary point of view the personal endings for the two simple past
tenses the aorist and the imperfecare the same. Only in the aorist the forms for
the 29 and the % person sg join no ending while the capending forms for the
imperfect tense join the endirAgy [ . The two tenses are differentiated by their
stems. Here are the endings for the simple past tenses:

| 1°'p. sg | -M

| 2"p. sg | -(aorisy/-z [ (imperfecy
‘ 3%p. sg ‘ -(aorisy/-z [ (imperfec)
| 1*p. pl | My [

| 2"p. pl | MU [

| 3°p. pl | -M ¢

The two auxiliary verbs afflg i (t® be) and® O(to want). The verifni g

universal as an auxiliary verb and its forms are used widely to construct most of
the complex verb forms. The verb has got suppl€tigederived from different

roots) stems for the present tense, the aorist and the future tense. Here follow the
paradigms of the verly i fiy the present tense, the future tense, the imperfect
tense and aorist, as well as the aorist participle:

\ Form \ Pres. \ Future | Imp. | Aor.
1"p. sg fpl d3 | " jineO/ f | BYS Bdr
2psg | fd  [hjiweih/h| Bi(hj)| ed
3“p. sg J hginej / n | Bi("J) Bd
1*p. pl fpdsd M 4 IHBj 3/ M | BYA d3j B d34
2%.pl [ flsj [Pjimejlsi/ | eRis§ [ BdRls
3%p. pl | O | hjgHOI/ N BRO | BJRO
aor. participle | Bddz, OB o Bz o d dz

The verbh Ois used only to construct the forms for the future tenses. For the future
tense and the future perfect tense is used the form fof“ther8on sg, present
tense-z [ for the whde paradigm, and from contemporary point of view it is
considered a particle. The aorist participle ] (¢ ¢, cJzf ., [JzR)s

used to construct the forms for the future tenses of the "reported” mood. The full
paradigm of the verb Oin the imperfect tenss used to construct the forms for

the future in the past tense and the future perfect in the past tense. Here is the
paradigm of the verb Ofor the imperfect tense:

| 1p. sg | 2 LM




| 2"%p. sg | 2 [7 [
| 39p. sg | 2171
| 15p. pl | z cmfy
| 2"%p. pl | 2 LMY [
| 3p. pl | z2LCmo

Aspect of the Verb

The aspect of the verbdH  dzO iR @ @ay of looking at the action. There
are two aspects of the verb in Bulgarian (and in the other Slavic languages)
imperfective ( dzd_tg% j df4 ndperfective( fhw h j ediH ) Some languages
do not express such kind of differences by grammatical means; other languages
express by grammatical means different aspectual distinctions. In English, for
instance, there ag@erfective (the perfect tenses) apdogressive(the conthuous
tenses) aspects.

The main difference between timeperfective and theperfective aspects in
Bulgarian is that theerfective aspect implies aompleted single actionwhile
theimperfective aspectsimply does not give any implicatiorwhether the a@n
Is single or not, whether it is completed or not. Very often, though, wpeosed
to the perfective aspect, threperfective forms imply the oppositeof what the
perfective forms imply a single but uncompleted actior{i.e. action in progress)
or anaction that has been successfully completede than once(i.e. iterative,
habitual action). Here are some examples:

vistejl G 'EORE® O M( .

I'll phone my mother tomorrow. (The event is planed as a single completed action.)

liud “SoQiH figd YO MP HOEODRE O fMd .
From now on every wedRkl phone my mother. (The action is intended to be completed
successfully and repeated more than once.)

Listej tglH Mijdsth wud@ § dls O dPti¢ @dzc dz
Tomorrow afternootill be preparing myselffor the English language test. (The action will
be in progress by tomorrow afternoon.)



Most of the verbs have forms both for the perfective and the imperfective aspects.
There are, however, some verbs that have forms only for the imperfective aspect
(e.g.odS OB shou), © | (o walk, to go) G g2 O(t look), G &8 \fto talk), cds 9 W

(to cook, to prepare) d & (to live), dxfff) dxt6 think), dxf (to wash) {f JW (to sing)

ffdh to write), ffdW (to drink), ) f (to sleep) ~3H “(to go, to walk) 2y @o study), Y JOIs

(to read). We could call them "imperfectiva tantum”, just like the nouns that have
forms only for the singular or only for the plural are called "singularia tantum” or
"pluralia tantum". These verbs are not derived from other verbs, they arefyti

verbs in that respect (but they can be derived from nouns, adjectives etc.). The fact
that almost all the verbs in Bulgarian come in perfeetinperfective pairs means

that those pairs are not two different verbs but two forms of one and the séime ve
This also means that the verbs, unlike the Russian verbs, are not classified as verbs
that belong to the perfective aspect and verbs that belong to the imperfective
aspect. In Bulgarian verbs "change" in aspect, i.e. they have forms for both the
imperfective and the perfective aspects. Although these forms belong to different
conjugationsthey are considered forms of one and the same verb, not two close
but different verbs.

Perfective verbs can easily be derived from “primary" imperfective verbs by
addng prefixes or thesuffix -H-:

fdv (to drink) > JH¥d®(to take a drink)H W (to finish (0.'s drink)) L fofv (o4
booze) d fdY (to drink up) dzfgw  ((thget)drunk)

od¢ O@ shout)> d@i®(to cry out) L &d¢ O(@ begin to shouf)d odt O @3 all, to
cry out) tf 8¢ O(@call in, to send for)ic @IS O d3 (1o Hgrt )nto shouts)

It should be pointed out i mmedida) el y t h
and the verbs derived from it by the means of prefixes or the stffite.qg.

fd2d® i v | fofv  fi) §dv czfgv  ( fy different avarbs,not two or more

forms of one and the same verb. Despite the fact that the basic verb and the

derivatives belong to the same conjugation (except the derivatives with-stHfix

and the closeness thfe meaning of the basic verb and the derivatives the latter are

new verbs. The prefixes and the sufltk not only change the aspect of the verb

stem to perfective but also add to the lexical meaning of the new stem thus

producing a new verb.

For theseperfective verbs, as well as for the "primary" perfective verbsolike

(to see) ) {Gigto stop) B Gto say) & o lift up), CHA[ Yto buy), 1 dz2@te pay)
imperfectiveFORMS can be constructed by adding the suffixes"-, -0 €)-

O o-[& 9-Bk 8. These suffixes addOTHING to the lexical meaning of the

stem, they only change the aspect of the verb to imperfective. The basic perfective
forms and the derivatives are forms of one and the same verb despite the fact that
most often they belong toftBrent conjugations. If the perfective verb contains the
suffix -H- or the suffix-A- the suffix is first removed and after that the
imperfectivating suffix (usuallyBA-) is added. Here are some examples:



odH W dH(dp| " g HEB(tosee)

f dz@&(Isf dfOfls)f @ Cul3(to pay)

mYaE i &) decf siop)

- bt dzw |t d2do| h )tc dek(to threw)

Sls ddis'd ( tislsld 89 Qe'dmlspEs o
odCd® ddg | " )dSo E(teecry out)

d ud9Q d3 %o diy(tw@call, to cry out)

f =8Q d3 >dtotg®callin, to send fi)

Slf w (| ) o>ayidblyy

fntec in § figisd [ > o figB)tgto seem/to appear to be)
dfdz0O ddzid " ) D>Gx(telpesep

tejO( o ghh ) =b Agtg decide)

f s ms(tetists ffllshe)ts > df @(fy kmite)ts

f tcj B(tefste diBe)s > “df @3(jo Botattip))

These derivatives are called "secondary imperfective verbs" and they all belong to
the 3¢ conjugation. If the basic perfective verb belongs also to'theoBjugation

no phonetic changes take place in the verb stem. Otherwise most often the process
of secondary imperfectivation (i.e. the derivation of secondary imperfective forms
for the perfective verbs by the means of the suffix®s’-, -0 ©-0 9-& 9-0O

[z ©-Yds accompanied by a change of the vowel of the root of the verb or/and a
change of th last consonant of the root. Let's have a closer look at those changes:

1. The vowel of the root of the basic verkeiand the vowel of the root of the
secondary imperfective form @s This kind of change takes place when the basic
verb belongs to the™lconjugation with accent on the ending (the accented vowel
Is underlined) and the imperfectivating suffixis:

d Leed( detgip " ) dteadgfdcimose)

mieeO( Metge h )  dteaddd gaher, to collect)
HiseC@ Hteg|d? ) > updg(ts aradrup/in)
SeefD( Seylz" ) Epdieddss)

dLe®( desidzh ) dHsadifiasdgep (away/offiout))
f el f &gz ") Hlsadfdssapep up)

S HO( =l ") dred® fake)

d LetfO( detgff " )  dteadsfawlish (out)

L Odgtl L @4f|dz ) Xlsadz(t@HEgil kitting; to entangle)
dL o d elgf|dr ) dlsadfio khigz

dz@GEO( dzyit M )  updsir@a, to name)

s leiprs k| " )" chpdgsdsifcrop of

f tegl® f teilfif ) lwedR(ts grofs, to cut off)

d e®®( deuyils " ) dupdzfoLfidsi/run out; b expire)
HtelED( Halgl M )  dlsadsttdseqd/finish (a book))

f =ED( fésly P ) fsadiftdhapour; to read a little)
f tou® § elgly" ) >disdBte tead through)



This pattern is followed also by some other verti®e prefixed perfective
derivatives of the imperfective verlakz j%Is jddy also the verlblzQ g they
belong to the ¥ conjugation) and the prefixed perfective derivatives of the verb

mdy ((that jpin the imperfectivating suffe ©):

f gt § telgflar ) dlsad(te fly dzer)

mesizw efidin &3) duadsdig dgind, to mill, to mince, to digest)
dzQetz" €O  dtedgiaeXidg)

L O&Yd3 d ei(|LhOfifip3 do @& ({pisDifg;dy begin to laugh)
e OLemd3( t@Pl M3 o @ makedgo. laugh)

2. The vowel of the root of the b verb iso and the vowel of the root of the
secondary imperfective form & This kind of change takes place when the basic
verb belongs to the"2conjugation and the imperfectivating suffix-is(aftery H :
-a-):

migew {dnf|Bh ) atexd3(tdipiinggdown, to overturn)
Sls s ( tolsfd B8 aw'dIwlardved
Slagew oY @ ) aoes(tdpdsst)

L @icv oL@ ) ao"e(tolbuB/le

q e ( ey M) ate'd3folbun out)

zdaw( bmif] M ) asvd3ia clch, to take hold of)

i e (f ity P > o fiedsie cause, to bring forth)

This pattern is followed also by the prefixed perfective verbs containing the root
*dzts .yThey join the imperfectivating suffpa-:

ey © & I diz" ) acack(to ygz

3. The vowel of the root of the basic verleiand the vowel of the root of the
secondary imperfective form¥s [. This kifd of change takes place when the
basic verb belongs to thé &onjugation and contains the suffit-. The
imperfectivating suffix isa- and itreplacesthe suffix-H-:

decl® e@iglz] h )veads(to lidzdown)
delai® daigz| M )Wisads(to tgow, to cast)
fipHd® eidf) | M )Hads(to &)

4. There is no vowel in the root of the basic verb and the vowel of the root of the
secondary imperfective form s This kind of change takesage when the basic
verb contains one of the following roctse 6 (to shove) -9 6 (to boil), -L #G-d3tg

- t5-f Is @ll those verbs belong to th& donjugation except the veebts fto

boil) from the roote ts, which belongs to the’2conjugation. The

imperfectivating suffix isa-:



) ctadyfabal away)
) dtadzta@eust in/into, to shove)
) >dtefiigito lcatch sight of)

i3 te
fif © thtd " ) dteads(fy diop)
i tds@t § fglsilsh ) > dteiiadstigish out; to hang out (clothes/washing)

5. The root of the basic verb endshinor ) and the root of the secondary
imperfective form ends ifmor L. This kind of change takes place when the basic
verb belongs to the®lconjugation and the imperfectivating suffix-is © (These

verbs have the same alternation of consonants also aotise stem e QO@. €
say)> QO k

(010 G 45| " )Qo BytoGay)

ZQEpO (Jag0|te" ) wis @xia@utcinto pieces, to slice)
fwogfo ( ghgdlh ) dip Gte dordfy)
feaff® (fdB@EdE) dipfdsosdd)

6. The root of the basic verb endsuyor ¥ and the root of the secondary
imperfective form ends ifi or ¢. This kind of change takes place when the basic
verb belongs to #1 1" conjugation and the imperfectivating suffix-is ©

f sH@OE (g et >dcf @ dasits s.o.'s hair)
L OGQud@z ( euplf ) Go A(@4fadzrying)

7. The root of the basic verb endsSihyand the root of the secondary imperfeeti
form ends imy This kind of change takes place when the basic verb belongs to the
1% conjugation and the imperfectivating suffix-is, and is simultaneous to the
alternation J:d] of the vowel of the root:

Hise @ Hegjd ) uae dralzufin)
SBedd( Sauiz ") Fuadi@ddzss)

¢ O( =Y ") Jdraditefake)

dzCetdd( dz@yjb M ) uadgirCrid), to name)
tslef@( tsdsyh " ) duadiadsdgerop off)

ftog O ¢ tedilfi" ) luedfte grdsg, to cut off)
d eld( deyjp M ) duadsgtafidsv/run out; to expire)

8. The root of the basic verb enddsmor H and the root of the secondary
imperfective form ends in or» H This kind of change takes place when the basic
verb belongs to the"2conjugation and the imperfectivating suffix-is or -O 9-©
(from -w-, -w 9)OThe same pattern is followed also by the prefixed perfective
derivative verbs of the basic imperfective vetlsl Wiolead)( e . g .O HtS9 J H
( H ts@ ) H'corj. (to bring along, to fetcl)

;
.
(@}
i
¥
&



dqL st (Gdif ) O adfto signsto see off)

L OfstQ Odf|d2O) B ad3@ thagzfor))

by § tsdh ) > OfAxbisit

fni Qg O Igteh®) >N Gy idzQotabBreviate, to reduce)
f te jdHve ( fdudj| Hhe) ey Wlktg feremee)

f st f ity ) O iz gause, to bnig forth)
ey f sd] J" ) > 1 Gxeo fefeat, to overcome)
zeHi ( zwflj " ) OpiddKtg persuade)

HitseO[ HtEE'J) >0 Hdg® bring along, to fetch)

Present Tense

(M i dzts idzdie

There are three classes or conjugations of verbs ireBalgaccording to their

stem in the present tense. The classification of the verbs in the practice is
determined by the final vowel in th& Person sg= for the first conjugation;

for the second conjugation, afhd for the third conjugation. The t and the

second conjugations have a long history. They are thematic, i.e. they have a stem
vowel - £ andr . Unfortunately, the stem vowel does not appear in the forms for
the F'person sg and thé*person pl. As in the dictionaries appears the basin

of the verb, i.e. the form for thé'person sg, present tense, it is not directly
obvious to which conjugation the verb belongs. The third conjugation has a
relatively short history, and it is athematic, i.e. the final vowel irBthperson sg

® / s not a proper stem vowel but a part of a suffix or the suffix itself. Here are
some examples and some practical rules how to determine the conjugation of the
verb:

Conj. 15'p. sg 3%p. sg 'I[:r:(r;ilm\/glvsvsl in
Y 4Clso read Wills
s 8HC(to go) ts
O o fall) 1O dz
f @O GO R(th cry, to weep) ts f Gl
CO) O( @O (i say) o




fdh O( 4P ~(th write) o
(to drink) fd" [tfd.
(tolive)y dio M dig
(to know)L @z |L @z

odH" (to see) ogH
CQ@Iz (to invite) CQiz
d3lz (to ask, to beg) dixlz
(g~ (tp study) [ra¥e
g Otz d - put) fn oy
ftz O(fn kzd- Jto dry) fy zch

(to stand)n s’ | Is/ts
(tocount)B ' B &S
(to build) iy lssi fy s G ts

3 ddEf3(to have) da

3 fr) Isidkz d3(to shoot) fr) Isidb w
3™ dHo Cif3(to come) dHo © ©)
3¢ ’ts O L ®lzdx(to destroy, to demolish) ‘ts oL Bh |O
3™ L O drmiCHig(to ice over) L OdmoH |0
3™ ¢ A Cil3(to buy) C BAHO ©)

As you can see from the table above if the personal endinlgefd’ person sg is

M the verb belongs to tH#” conjugation This is evident even from the basic form
because the ending ftre £'person sg isM and this is typicabnly for the3™
conjugation.

If the personal ending fahe T'person sg isA the verb belongs to the

1 There are some exceptions to that rdeme verbs likdény, Sz
f) 'z ©havepersonal ending fahe 15! person sgA but belong to the

. This happens always after the sounds r as after thenyou
cannot wr iButde cgrefyl: aat everyverb thathas r jn frapt of
the personal ending\ for the ' person sg belongs the 3° conjugation. Verbs
| i k®Q P dJrfostill belong to the 3 conjugation. So, how can you tell
which verbs that have , r jn frant of the personal ending for the £
person sg belong to thé&' tonjugation and whichto the 2¢ conjugation. Well,
there is a tip for that also: if you happen to know how the form foadhistlooks
like (which is possible, althoughdhly improbable, usually it is the other way
around- the students know the forms for the present tense, but not for the aorist),




you will notice that the verbs that belong to tfiec@njugation do not preserve the
Y , r ntheform for the aoristthey switchtgs , ¥, g@UO(fiED~ ) ,
COIO(AOR) O(HfiPR ), whil e t he vW%Booriugatianhat bel

preserve the ,  r jnthe form for the aorist, e.tpO(d = e O(MbeEd = )
EoMmkd:) .

If the personal ending for thé' person sg in the present tensegsthe verb

belongs either to the"®conjugation or to the*iconjugation. If the sound in front

of the-( is a consonantthe verb belongs to the (exceptfi ons:
(to bath)- © ff ], Jjelteto drowse) H &3, diffn(to pour)- figtf |). If the sound in

front of the-( is a vowel- the verb belongs to the yexceptfor the

verbs that have the voweb in front of the ending~ and the stress falls on the

ending, e.gts’, B &', i ldste They belondo the

In the table below you will see the full paradigms for the present tense of the verbs
that belong to the®] the 2° and the 3 conjugation:

PRESENT TENSE
' Form | 1%conjugation | 2" conjugation | 3 conjugation
u 50 od- -1
¢ HHCd3
1°'p. sg €6 - -O fnizh-0 _
) Isid-of3
L @z B o &
Y J-Js! ogH-C/-"
¢ @Hoh
2" p. sg[COy - - fry z-hi-h
) Isidtz-"
L @Gz-h B todsh
Y d-Is ogH-(/-
¢ e
39p. sg|COy-.- fry kz-h)- |
fiy Iz -
L G- B teds
Y J-Jsiz adH-(-d3 .
. ¢ BHCd3J
> p. pl [$Of-J-a3 fy z--d3 _ _
) IsidE-d34
L @g-d3 B tadsd3
d Y d-dss § ogH-C-Is J ¢ LGS |
2°p. pl ey - ints b4i-ls | _ .
Of-J-Is J g J ) lsid-Is |




L @z-Is J B tosls |
Y J- s odH- - Is c
y 3 N HA Cls
39p. pl €O1--Ols f 2--Gs
) Iidz-Is
L &V Is B te ®ls

Future Tense

The forms for the future tensB H j " jid3ddonsistofthep ar t i cforie 2z [
positive paradigm, or the constructiprf ¢ 1 fdr the negative paradigm
followed by the forms for theresent tensélhe particlez [ originates from the

verb 'z ¢" (to want) In the tables below you will find the positive and the negative

par adi gms of Oe read)ed@esaybp sQ (dapgw)s dHo'(to see)

fnzOto dry), B(ts tunt) BolAfdzbuy) ol tegl shoot)in future tense:
FUTURE TENSE
\ Positive paradigm
Form 1% conjugation 2"conjugation | 3 conjugation
Wi o -
¢ BHOd3
1°'p. sg CQ--0 fkz-ho _
) lgidiz-di3
L 2w B te &
-8 o
¢ @Hoh
2"'p. sg €Oy -J-" fi) E-h/-"
fry lgihz -
L @g-h B tedsh
3“p. sg Y J-Is agH-C - C HHO




€O -J- f - f Igid-
L @z- B tads
Y J-Is3 adH-0-d3 _
. | ¢ Ao,
™ p. pl Oy -J-083 f) Ez-b/-cf3 _ _
_ ) lgd-d3
L @g-d3 B teisd3
W s ogh-(-Is § |
- _ ¢ HHOIs J
2"p. pl €Oy -J-Is | fiy lz--Is
o _ f) Igidiz-Is j
L @z-Is | B tedsls |
Y J- ik odH- - Is
; ¢ EHHCIs
3“p. pl CQ1--0ls fn z--Gs
) lgd-Is
L @z Is B te &S

Negaive paradigm

Form 15t conjugation | 2" conjugation | 3 conjugation
Y- ogH-"
st ¢ H#HC3
1% p. sg Q-0 nkz-© _
fry Igid -ci3
L Gy B te'ls
-8 o(fH-(/-"
C HAHGh
2"p. sg Coy- - fry lz-h/-
iy Igdiz-n
L @z-h B tsh
Yd-Is ogH-C-
y _ C B
3" p. sg Oy -J- f) lz-hi- _
_ fry Igidh-
L @z- B teis
Y J-IsB3 odH-c/-d3 . ¢ e
1tp. pl | d
>-P SoTINC fy z-4-ctg

) lgidz -




L @z-08 B teisd3 |d3d
Y J-Iss J odH-([-Is | | ¢ G
g, pl QO --Is fiy-hidls j[S 4
L @-ls B tadsls j n lgd-Is
Y J-Gs adH-" Is
¢ HACls
3%p. pl CO-0ls ) 2-0s
fry Igjdt-Is
L @ Is B o't
Imperfect

The imperfect@@g[dz0O dzts | tizl] §n dztgd3 pista pastdénse that is used alongside
theaoristto express:

« An action that is simultaneous to some other action in the past:

s @ ) jl tealz@ Ao r gy QS (" J(Imp.).

When | came back Elitzaas(still) sleeping

« An action that was habitual or regulargpeated in the past:

ud Ui Isfis) Ge® o O Biplsjzizls YPBEEEE .

Theyoften (used to}quarreled. When | was a studentked to reada lot.

As you can see from the examples the Bulgarian imperfect tense is very often
translated in English with the glaprogressive tense when we refer to
uncompletedactions that are presented as a developing process at some
intermediate stage. The action (presented as a process) that has started in the past is
not necessarily uncompleted. The form itself gives no inébion whether the

action still continues or is already terminated:



- ddz0 dzO Igf@O affp@zi ' figy d i " 9 sad " j dzdij Qe
-1 o J did@ls.  / jyd d dedp 8] v

- Last year Elitzavasstill living in Sofia. Is she still living tare?
- Yes, she is still living there. / No, she no longer lives in Sofia.

Sometimes it is translated with the past simple tense when we refer to a habitual or
regularly repeated action in the past which every timeosagpletedand then
repeated again.

The imperfective verbs can be used freely in the imperfect tense. The perfective
verbs can be used in the imperfect tense with the same restrictions that are valid for
their use in th@resentense This is one of the reasons the imperfect tense to be
cdled also "present in the past".

The imperfect tense forms for the verbs that belong totlemd the ¥
conjugations are constructed by adding the suffe¢-¢ - (mutatingc ) to the
presenttense stemAfter the stem are added the personal endinghésimple
pasttensesw -z [ ,-Z [ M [ [ MU [-m ¢ The easiest way to do this is to
remove the ending from the form for th&derson sg for the present tense, and
then add the suffix and the proper personal ending:

U J-@to read)> Y §- 6 Yii) €O -O(to say)> O I-; ) CH® (to hide)> M Eitg Q dez
W (to know)> LAk

odH-W (to see)> gHj-> ; M@(to dry)> M EF ( Mz) > ; -8 @®UNt P B 1S

( B9

The imperfect tense forms for the verbs that belong to"fr@8Bjugation are
constructed by adding the personal endings for the simple past tenses directly to
the presentense stem:

C a4 @3(tobuy)> € fO  fgiisdgto shooy > f) ot

In the table below you will see the full paradigms for the imperfect tense of verbs
that belong to the®] the 2° and the % conjugation:

IMPERFECT (PRESENT IN THE PAST)

| Form | 1%'conjugation | 2" conjugation | 3 conjugation
Y J-'lsm odH- -~
¢ i @
1°'p. sg €Oy - f znt
fn Sdtg-~ B te'lsn
2"p. sg y d-18' og-I-" C il O J



http://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/studier/studenttjenester/Nettressurser/bulg/mat/gram/102spell.html#chzhsh
http://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/studier/studenttjenester/Nettressurser/bulg/mat/gram/102spell.html#chzhsh

CO-1-n d fyz--h J fry Igdzwh
fn Cdig-" J B 65" J
Y- J odH-1-" | _
L o ¢ g & J
3p. sg €O -J-n j fylz-h- j
o _ ) Igdzwh
fn Cdig-" J B l6ls J
Y J-lsm d3d odH- -r d3J _
. o o ¢ H4 @ d3d
p.pl €O -J-= d3J f) z4n d3g _ _
o o f) lgdz. d3d
fn g~ d3d B te'tsm d3J
Yd-lsa Is d odH-1-~ Is
CHaf @lsj
2"p.pl €8-j-A Is j fz-te Is |
f) lsidzE s j
f Ccfig-m Is j B t's2 Is j
Y J-lss O odH-J-» O
CHHf @0
39p. pl €O-i= O fzdn O
) l§idz ©
fn g~ © B tefsh O
Aorist

Bulgarian aoristdgfdzO dzts tc ) § dztgds Joista simple pasense that is
predominantly used for narration. Both the perfective and the imperfective forms
can be used in the aorist without any restrictions:

Iite O tpdgfpy  f @&d a(tin®). i3 . @ Y Olgds dgBdid dzO -
(Mon®rRi: ( dejHne C). Y dzEuls tsds o ( defilrGH s o . )



dzOdn OF  (jiHEk ¢ i5dsjimy & ( degs fipeQ@ e . () dig jidfy dpv. .)
{EHds M]dOdpe@odssd- ( df fde. o dzgdz Py
Yesterday kcame (perfective)home about 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Isneery tired and
lied down (perfective)for a nap. klept (imperfective)until 5 o'clock, after thatdead
(imperfective) a bit, | wrote (perfective) one letter ate (imperfective) supper and

watched (imperfective)TV. | phoned (perfective)Elitza andspoke (imperfective)with her
about an hour.

The forms for aorist are constructed by adding the personal endings for the simple
past tenses to a special stem of the verb catbedt (or infinitive) stem. From

this stem are derived also some of the paties and the infinitive (when there was

an infinitive in Bulgarian). There is, unfortunately, no practical rule how to
determine the aorist stems for the verbs that belong to'taedithe 2

conjugations if you use as a starting pointghesenttensestem The aorist stem

of the verbs that belong to th& 8onjugation is the same as the pregense stem.

The pasttense personal endings are the same that are used ifoiptréect tense

only the endingh jis not added to the forms for th& andthe 39 person sg.

Here are some examples:

AORIST
' Form | 1%conjugaton | 2™conjugation | 3™ conjugation
st o Ui
C 7 &
1°'p. sg CQGH fi) zd-n
) Isidz
fry COtE B taft:
uilgj- o dvH
C g ©
2"p. sg @G ) zd- |
fry Isidte-
fn Cdtc B tafis
yilgj- o dvH
¢ g ©
3%p. sg QG i) zd-
iy Igidzw
) Cdte B tats
Yildsn d3d o dvH: d3J _
. o o C Hff @ dsJ
I"p.pl $Q6GH d3d f zd-~ d3d _ _
_ . f lsidz e o3
f) Ct& 3 B tafss d3J
2"p. pl [yilss? ks § o U Is < b @ s




CaAGs Is j iy lzd-a Is j fils gz Is j
fr) CgtE Is j B tafts Is j
yildst O o gVHE O
} ) i C g @O
39p. pl €QGT O il zdn O
fi) lsidzE ©
) CEE © B tafts O
Mood:

Imperative and Conditional

The | mper adlsijwedzts( tgHe jjdds dz

If you want to ask or make somebody do something you have to use thédorms
the imperative mood. There are special simple forms for the imperative only for
the 29 person sg and pl. There are, however, other ways of expressing commands
and orders for all the persons in the singular and the plural. We'll go back to them
later.Now, here is a practical rule how to construct the simple forms for the
Imperative:

« Take the form for the®iperson sg, present tense, and remove the personal
ending:

Ud@fdread)> HdIs
fO1 dz{to®@ll) > OFf ez
€O | (@say)> Of-

fdr | @write)> dff-
CHf | (tybuy)> Hf
diiz| (tW ask, to begp B
zy | (t@study)> 2

fd] @o drink)> d4f

N di folive)> id o
f Is"tg stand> fls s
dH o Qtp adgne)>dH 9 O
nilgidz™ [todghoot)>  fidzsvic



« a) If the stem (what is left when ytiave removed the suffix) ends in a
consonantadd the following endingsd for the 29 person sg anejls jor
the 29 person pl. Remember that the stralsgaysfalls on the endingd
and on the firsj from the endingj Is Here are some examples (the
acented vowel is underlined):

W d-B8-d/-ils Pudds / ®sidid

f Onidal-ils P OWldZ | eBY dz
C O -d--ils pC Ol / SOy !
fdr+-d-ilspkqdd / gei !

C b -g-ils pS bdl /| G jf!
Bts-cz-d/-ils b B3tsdlz /| dHs A

b yt-d-is Pd /dsy!

« b) If the stem ends inwowel add the following endings?2 for the 2
person sg anel Isfgr the 29 person pl (the stress is never on the ending):

- +-2/-2 ls34d2 ! d24s j !

A ddp+-2-2 Is3 d &2 !/ Jdsej !

fls &-2/-2 sy | AMjdsj !

dH o ©-2/-2 Is3dH © OgH19/02 Is j !

fr) Igidze+ -2/-2 Is3 ) Itz 2 ! joAn 19 ts j !

There are also some exceptions:

odH Y(to see)> ody ! dxels j !

9 &z (o comein,toentery o gr ! [iLolsdg !

d wwidz@o go out, to exitp d L joz! /id Is giz!

fndz @o come/get down, to descer®l)n gz ! /L fiisd !
HES2 H (@ come)>j Gk / Cs gz!

St @Qogo)>d d! / ity !

H! ©Wohold>Htey ! /I His]!

fmi @gbe)>B i dft / HI$ jH!

It is a curious fact that the verbgx @an, be able taand" O(want) haven't got at

all forms for the imperative. 0 can use the imperative forms of some other, close

in meaning, verb likéz ¥ (can, be able, know how tenddfn & Gvagnt).

The negative forms for the imperative are constructed by adding the negative
particleHE in front of the positive imperative fornHowever, the negative forms

for the perfective forms cannot be used. The negative forms for the corresponding

imperfective form is used instead:

COI O > JIS/OOjdz] A% 02 1A #zp2 B j !



CA 9 0d» 0@ 9 @25 jA 5 OJA P2 B j !
qLdf = 44! /dpusfide) dpLOR2! / dajO s jf!
dLdp O3 >do @2 YdocP2tls j ! ;do @23 ! /d dp)fO Afls jff!
HO HO & / GsdzdzigH © O2 HH odBi2 Is j !

dgH o OdfH & OdH'9/O2 Is OH 9 O AUAfH odB)2 Is j !

SHH O ¥ /ditfiy dzj des@2 ! /dezP?2 S !

S O3 do Odg O2 s j ! do Odj /deP?2 55 !
dLudzO  >iv d Lidads;gid] @ 102! / dizjO 2dsLjdz
dLdizOd3 HL @2 !dd pRdzj ! di @2)! /ddej@2dsjdz



Some Nonfinite Verb Forms:
Verbal Adverbs

Verbal Nouns with the Suffixes1 [ ;1 R [

There are foufully developed participles in Bulgarian and the present passive
participle is in a process of restoring its place in the system. However, we'll talk in
details about the participles later. Now we'll look at two otherfimote verb

forms- the verbal aderbs (called in English also adverbal participles and even
gerunds) J J ¢ dids Yy and the verbal nouns with the suffixete, -HR E

(5ls ¢ iraied Ml disj fostad AWl Chfigizfdzd)

The verbal adverbdoesn't change at all and it denotes an action that is
simultaneous to the action of the vgniedicate. It always has the same subject as
the verb. Here are some examples:

v sy Qg tod lscige B B g dij v cded) 26 Q@ fdeddls

They (used to) spend their eveninvgstching TV or talking politics.

[ 4G QuB - O dafd " dzdits fEde? € ddofEg O2 f) e ddaf3

The children were running around the school yatgjhing andmaking terrible noise.

It is not advisable to use a lot of verbal adverbs. You can substitute them with a
clause cordining a finite verb form:

ud sy Q4 tod Is | tsdndf O SQQE ¢ Vdedde | 4 ©
f s ddf 1© .

They (used to) spend their eveningstching TV or talking politics.

[ 498 AU~ O dafq " dzdits i dgor OJoffds O MEAXej dda  /
[ 4@ UB { © ddzdy" dzdts , HeE) P l9iintED» He O M@Nej ddzaf3
The children were running around the school yard, (Warghing and (were)making
terrible noise. / The children were running around the schoollgaghing andmaking
terrible noise.

As you carsee the verbal adverb is translated in English withrgnform (which,

when used more like a verb in English, is sometimes called present participle). The
verbal nouns with the suffsHE are also translated in English with d@mg form

(that one whichs often called gerund and is used more like a noun).

The forms of the verbal adverbs are derived only from imperfective verb stems.
They are built by adding the suffis s Rto thepresenttense sterof the verb.
The suffix is added directly to the stendglee verbs that belong to the 1st and the




3 conjugation. For the verbs that belong to tffec@njugation the stem vowel is
replaced withE and then the suffix is added. For practical purposes we can assume
also that the form for the verbal adverb isstoucted by adding the suffis s R

directly to theimperfecttense sterbut then you have to remember that the stem
vowel -C -/-[ - is always in-E- variant because of the front vowelin the suffix,

i.e. you have to take the variant of the stem that appeahe 2° or the ¥ person

sg. Here are some examples:

« using the preseniense stem:

Yddlish >+ 49 ¢ J2 ¢ (sRadits)
J| "3 +d32 ©dd >entkBring, spreading)
h @+ 2 U2Q 2 tapwing)
h g+ &3¢ dizy 2 @egping.asking)
fn h >i+BEY B Cdidy)
B h >+ B &6 J2 ¢ Eotentdhg)
CEHO| h OEEYT do © 2(Buln)
fylgdzw | 1 Jidzv Mk Gedidz® 2 (Ghbpiag)

« using the imperfeetense stem:

uJ;LILShJ Pr2qdisj2 S ls
a3 4 | M B >+ d@dPdj >C d
L@ | M jQ>2€Cad[Q 2Cddz
iz j>+ 2d§ Hizj 2 € df

disiz |

ned h g agE R e

B tglsh § b+ 2eCtelts 2 C Bt

C B O] 1 o0 rOEY( 93 ¢ i §

fylgdzy | N jdz +131S tjdz® 2 M to

The verbal nounswith the suffixes1 [ ;1 R rare trankted in English usually
with a gerund-{ng form) and they denote actions or states with no regard to any
possible subject of the action or the state. Here are some examples:

1§ dzjdls Godzts  1QO] s tvi. s @ogQlils i {f tsdir O dzj
ol eailzd j Js tsdED f) datids & 0. ¢itfz tdds @adasls siflzdz |

Smokingis bad for the health. The flowers negdtering. The meetingis scheduled for
tomorrow. The flat has centrhkating.

The verbal nouns with the suffixgs [ ;1 R [are considered to be ndinite

verbal forms, i.e. part of the verbal paradigm, because, unlike other verbal nouns
that are derived sporadically, the verbal nouns with the sif&are derived
regularly from all the imperfective verb stems. They describe the action or the
state as a press, and are "more verbal” than the verbal nouns with the suffix



1 R [ From some verbs both verbal nounsith the suffixes1 [and-q R [-can
be derived. Here are some examples:

Hi ©) HGlgY HGOAS gholding; behaviour)
L @& >Qdi;) dLizdigknowing; knowledge)

B @y BOHEzY dfdizdzgilence)

fdh © dn@f  @iFdfyriting; scripture)
MO d3 S O ls tdnGlid @uifering)

Is 0 &to Is joiAs to Igj@zdS(ieeation)

The verbal nouns with the suffix R fare more or less sporadic and they are
derived from both the imperfective and the perfective stems. They have deep roots
in the history of Bulgarian. Most of them are derived from the aorist stems that
existed on an earlier stage of the development of the language. They have forms
for the plural anctan join the definite article. Here are some examples:

)l BOP t6 MAIA| {Meeting)

L OCWindz Li@§(@deldydz

s Is d3Wv > Ists fs ikdd (jevenge)

i todndg > o deaff daimpultion)

V¥ Is wsldngaizf] (ighting)

J @fyls > P tggzdi(felor@ance, show)
oL o Eitzddefeat)

Enw >0 jdzdg(mtition)

Historically the verbal nouns with the suffiE are derived from the imperfective
aorist stemand are related to thgast passive participlghich is clear from the

suffix -H-. However, for practial purposes, it is easier nowadays to derive some of
them from themperfecttense stemHere are some practical rules and some
examples:

& fn
it
fts
g

. If the verb belongs to the'tonjugation and ends #lA, derive the verbal
noun by addingHE to theimperfect-tense stem Most of these verbs are
perfective and you cannot derive a verbal noun with the sdffrom
them. There are, however, about twenty verbs that are imperfective, like

B i dzQn dz@hn dz@ | L degkf dz@f d40 et c .

B D > M ezs | B kg sating)
GEd® >l dg | 3L ddgifestang)
" iYd® df dgj | 3§ déiwhispering)

« If the verb belongs to the'br the 29 conjugations and the stem ends in a
vowel (before the stem vowelor ), derive the verbal noun by addifgdE
to theimperfect-tense stem



B ta'ts ®Vteds >dzjBotetihg)
A dE > ibdd  RHdzgivihg)
L@ G | deGuikeoig)
dgh ) |5 didzfwashing)
fiw  Zi |4~ iddzfdrifiking)
flststs i B >idzipsilting)

« In all other cases derive the verbal noun by adelttg to theaorist stem
If the vowel in front of theX is different from-A- or -C - replace it with an

BJjOr @t dj(pkkn®

Odz @ @ smagring, spreading)
gin Of  Effr) & jwrifing)
g & Of| 2 & @ ctfying, weeping)
e O >dc Bk € Jo@ jfilsctating)
C W ¢sds Fdzjeuthite)
ZjGr o N >Qizfihoy
dzjvs  dtjds Fdzjdzipgls
dsi @ B3Q By > Qzfgdiledze)
fdve Wi+ 2dzibiing
od¢ Od3s > o df @Pdhodtingr o
frylgidzw d3  dzwij Isstgidzelz (Eiting)
disizv | & tBdzfBegging, asking)
nizO> ik '\ >idzjyiyitg)
f dz@>s fedz n  pgjdzffkditing)
Y JOs jlag - jlsidz frpading)

The verbal nouns with the sufflidE can join the definite article and have forms
for the plural. Some of them have two forms for the pluaale that follows the
exceptionamodelfor constructing the plural forms for nasithat belong to the
neuter gender, and one that follows thke for constructing the plural forms for
the nouns that belong to the neuter gender:

| SG | PL

| Undefined |  Defined | Undefined | Defined

B idn) dzj (staving) B teh dzjlsdsj B te) dzg dz B i) dzj kz@ v
dgfi dgwashing) |dxlj dajts dglj dajoRlj dzv |d3lj dzjsi€ig)j deid
f @ O dpayment)f @ O dzjs § @ Odiz § @ Odsf@

fylsidzw @ghooting) iy lsidzw Bzt | lsidzvdcz iy lsidzw ciso"
) Is tebzgbuilding) [ Is e ts ( flgce & ( ) lgdede"P
ils J deading)  [uils j 1823 ils jddz uils § dsdr
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Present Active Participle

The present active participli (&6 dzts Wisi jj dzdzts G Iddijefjelatively new in
the history of contemporary Bulgarian. It existed in Old Bulgarian, then
disappeared, and later was reintroduced into the Igeginam Russian and
ChurchSlavic when the standards of contemporary Bulgarian were being set up.

It is derived from th@resenttense stenfonly imperfective stems)out for

practical purposes it is easier to derive it from the correspomnainerfecttense
stem(which doesn't contradict to what was said above). The erdingthe form
for the imperfect tense*person sg is replaced by the suffex (-z ¢ for the
feminine,-z [ for the neuter anez rR for the plural). Here are some examples:

Y JOGoread)> YdAs 2", JAs" , -h d(reading)

f @y @ocry, toweepp @udz | ~QuF |-§ @, -" d(crying, weeping)
G Qocu)> Dej | A P -6Q-" -, - d(cutting)

fd" Qrowrite)> dy j | ~d" F'|, 4 Q- , -" d (writing)

tfdw (to drink) > dif | ~dj %, -MfQ-h , -h  (drinking)

CQizto invite) > Q) | Q@J>|,-CQ-N , & § daviting)
fvkosiy>  MiH 2" 8 Q" -0 d (sitting)

diiz'(to ask, to begp tdgj | Axlzp|-"dQ-" , -M d (begging)
2y @o study)> i | Ay J>|-M Q-0 -, -h d (studying)

Qo dry)> fEgk B >@ W& Q" -0 d(drying)

Mg o standy> flsAs ¥|" , M IQE" |, -h d (standing)
da30 (g have)> 3O | 30 -" Q-h -, -h f (having)

fn lgdz™ @gshooty> fijdste| - jdzv | ) IQtd |, -h d (shooting)
dH 9 Qagome)>dH & O |gHo"'Gh Q-h , -h d (coming)

¢ @ Oegbuy)> W @| - >O|EEN |, -h d (buying)

It should pointed out that thg-/-w- sound (nutatingc ) in the imperfectense
stem of the verbs that belong to tieahd the ¥ conjugations follows "double
standards". As far as the formation of the imperfense stem is concernet, i
follows the rules for the mutating gf. But after you derive the participle by
adding the suffixz , it no longer obeys the rules. Here are some examples:
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