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NEW ENGLAND WIKIMEDIANS 

Annual Membership Meeting 

 

July 19, 2014, at 12:00 PM 

Main Branch, Boston Public Library 

700 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Rutherford at 12:13 PM. 

1. Mr. Rutherford initiates meet and greet, where everyone is given the option of stating 

their name, user name, and their main activities on the site. 

[list of members attached] 

2. Mr. Rutherford delivers brief opening remarks, including discussion on previous 

work in the quarter (Wadewitz edit-a-thons), as well as future events (Cape Cod 

Photography Blitz, Wikipedia Summer of Monuments, Boston City Archives, Ada 

Lovelace Day, and GLAM collaboration in the form of a female art edit-a-thon). 

Boston City Archive has agreed to host an edit-a-thon with an urban renewal theme, 

at an undecided date. 

3. Mr. Rutherford brings up discussion of the website as well as the benefits that it has. 

4. Mr. Rutherford announces that the user group will be hosting WikiConference USA 

in 2015 at an unknown date, possibly at a college, with sessions unknown. Multiple 

attendees offer to help out 

[list of volunteers attached] 

5. Multiple members bring up questions and comments, including ‘best practices’, or a 

‘guidebook’. Wikimedia NYC used Wikimedia DC’s Wikimania guidebook. It is 

decided that we need to develop a timeline and roles for organizers. 

6. Mr. Rutherford asks for volunteers for helping in outreach coordination for user 

group, Mr. Suryawanshi volunteers. 

7. A discussion on strategic planning is brought up, and it is suggested that we should 

create a plan that encompasses what events we want to bring up. Mr. Rutherford 

discusses bylaws that have been drafted as well as the annual plan that he is writing. 

Mr. Lim suggests that if any documents are drafted, the Affiliations Committee 

should be informed. 
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8. Mr. Rutherford opens up a comments and questions section for attendees, topics 

include discussion on what outreach is and if people have been denied for edit-a-

thons before (none in the Boston region, other chapters have). 

a. Edit-a-thons are also discussed, including the motive for them and outreach. 

Dorchester Historical Society might be interested. 

9. Mr. Rutherford brings up frequency of meetings and proposes bi-monthly meetings, 

although Miss. Weinstock brings up potential for less people to be involved. Planning 

for social events is also discussed, including the January meeting. 

10. Mr. Suryawanshi brings up topic of support of Wikimedia India for New England 

activities. 

11. Mrs. Howard discusses the fact that Wikimedia NYC is applying for a travel grant for 

events and asks if New England Wikimedians are interested. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:54 PM. 


