Jam-Crack Joe

By Herb Conn

Oh, "twag on  a lons = Iy
He was fell ond lean and

moun-fain tep | first met Jam-Crock
lan - ky amd hiz face was weo-thared

Toe, On o paak where there was hard - ly roam ter ane;
brown, And his clothes maet heve been slept in tar a yEar ;

= S ———

We were miles a- bove the gla-ciers and the snow-fields and the

— With his tws-weeks growth of whis: kers you'd have theaght he was a

storms, And | found him there
CHORUS bum, If you had-n'ft seen hiz brand new climb-ing gear.
e

a- gnoo-zing in the Bun .

hewl; Hig wt-btack thera

rock can Iung. rg- 5ist. ——ro

—_— He s se tough and col-loused and his mus-cles so like

steel That he ham-mers in  his

ik, "dwas on a lorely mourtein topo | firgd eed Jam Crock Jowe,
Ot g peak where there was bardly room for one;

We were miles abode the placiers and the snowfields and ihe
sdorms,

And | Jourd Bim there a-snaazing ir dhe swm

He war lali and fear and lanky and bix face was weathersd brown,

And bz clothes moagi bave beest slepi i for a year

Witk bis twoarerks” growih of whiskers you'd have thought be
wilg @ bum
il you badr®t seen bis drand aew climbing gedr.

My, b bad a first raie climbing rofe of fiae [wilian bemp—
Il wax banging “round bis reck just like o wreath;

A bewilderment v-f bgrdare was a'au'_brrr-n'eﬂ' from iz beli,
And be held a six-inch pitor ia bz desth,

Az | megred Bis ayes came open, By the crags of Teewinot,
You're & climber. loo, " ke said in cager tore.

b, iz Fate tear crossed our climbing rapex upon thix lonely
spat,
For “lix crimmal, "m fold, (o climb alone ™

“Twke the load off yowr iricouni amifs and barken to my plan,
If you'd care to joim me in o bil of fur

There"s o krife-edpe leading wesl from bere fv yonder fogged
Feak—
1'% & rowte, | Urink, wiich never bas been dome,
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pi-tons with his fist.

Cherua:

That Jow be 15 & climber from bis bead down to bis beel;
His attack there is ro rock car long resigl,

He iz se tougs aod calloused and his muscles so [lke steel,
That ke bamuiers tr big piioasr with iz sl

"Tuwres wlready afiermoon, bul e said we could cross "ere dark;
I forgol my doubis and tivd into bis rope,

And biz fenmr voice boomed loudly in a song of carefree oy,
Asx my friend belayved me down the fummil ziope.

You can talk about your monkeys! you can ik abowl your pogis—
You can tell me bow they scamper to and fra.

You can tell me of the [izard—bow be crawls upor the rock—
But ["te mever seen the onw could gl Joe

‘Tuas a privilepe o iwalch bim as be eaged glong bebind:
There was magic in ks belance, in bis siride,

Then the summit was bebind us and we slosd whon the ridge,
And the mowmiain fell off sheer an either side,

Bt abrad g squitoolbed edpe of rock leapl jagped into space;
Crossing peak to peak (f found a slender bridge,

"Tal the day | make my last rappel beyond that Great Divide,
I weell mar forget our traverse of that r.l'ﬂ'.ge.

Chorus:



A ar bgpered | was leading wben e peached the first gelare—

High above our beads a seigle racky feeng:
[ comld finad wo rote gramned il—hoth ity siaes were by aad
Amondh =

Anad awhoiie-me e n blging ooerbang

PWe ool trya jerrion sreuerss, '’ T uggesied ta e Jriend;
Bt b wiadd, "0 o, e duite wn fime for thel

Wit iw waore if we v’ andle gaich @ vimple birof rock
Wikboud weitfiv el aied, [N eat my bal, "

HF waE Fager o dﬂr-l_,bl if, ro § fet Wim bhave bbe ey
[ bwlyed bim plrmugh @ pilon from the prar,

Amsd | mapvelod ot 1he comfidence wilh udich be slaited ouf,
For 'ty uol o voute 1'd cuse o pioaeer.

ik, he I'H'IFH' agl an the precipior, dhe siickest dogpoie wall
Witwret ["wel ever seema druman fry (6 gu,

With bz fm"rr wedged in crauries dad Wy lege a-damgling fren,
And o fhodeand feer of oo down Bl

Choruis 1

Vian fow waviwired 'round the cormer, aud | payed bim aur the
Fefe, '
Aw | fedd dnim ek iF om from ime o e

And ! praiyped D | goulid bold b iy evenl et e stoudal fall
Thea b bollesd, dnd [ neid de'yd mode dhe limb,

T comdd Bear bis oheesfial b (limg wr be drooe o pilon bome;
Thwn_ b todel e | coulsl climi—il wor o welic

§ | tphtewed wp oy bowline, awad | screwed my were up, foo,
Amd wrvnupped the cambiner fram the rock

Yol of tbounand donbly wrsailed me g3 | olid ol ge ihe lfv"ql,
Ard [ tviwd 10 [ind the suisle whers Soe bus fed.

Ao bdried ki fimger Frrveeer, then wath sechaaniy | knee
That thik wny e rpol where |'I.I'|.'I'Ill fear ig tread,

(3 mighd bave slappesd fo pander on the e thet |k Jed,
To rapenl ooy £ins, hud so s clidnce i pome,

I fargal e deop belon me—] forgol (he angels loo—
1 foank whl mry comcesinstion Aemging o,

Pt | mande Bl fddle trmeeraw, | il mever nesed ke
Every witwp [ thod | thongi wonld be my Lesiy

Jor way lrughing ai my effars, wml bis chiding apurred we om,
T rewcked b wice, Pthe grmhrn- t'u,l't.fy';ma;“d_

Clroros:

B it liamdveidl ottt e wfterrinon o1 specaity alonig:
iy, o nsem Himers | dhowghi ee were Dfick:

We were S0l wpon the hmifeoedge sith sur poil @ mile guey
Winen wibhout o waisieg male the hliesard viruck,

Stovmy elowds blew il nf dmesere gnd the gir war full of sleel)
ey wimd e @f uer naked bands nd fuie,

Wizihiliy was sero. bul somehan Joo foumd the ury,
Amit [ wewdvd all my vivengil to march kis pace,

Phiwrp sty wnein aper ot bamdbolis, gl aur fingers rombed
witdh eold;
There wots e on eowry fonlinld uwdere e tredd,

An | sireiched puch fool before me, proping for aeciher bold,
) eomld anly guewi af wha! wibl lie sherd,

W h:-l.i' coverrd {illle Weetanc, l'ﬁrml.g't! P plormw when dirdneas
el
Awd the day tarned mic blach and Stomny might.

iy, iy apeetia sk it finge me, bai anill for we L irdeiral.
Neemimy worried not et ol wboeul our plright,

f combel harely meke him aut, though be was scarce ien feel
Wy :
Fie bad balied, and be cried for me to come,

[ approached, awd jeund, ax b bud, thai the ground dropped
shpar - )
Kirmight bavradh uebd odily Jog de ibick gr scwa,

Chorism:

I vy hrartily n‘r'.ll:nm'q;\nf. binf sasd Jise, YA free mppi!
Mighr well brimy iy orcs soliad Erpivad Be o

i phe odher band 1 gt o wed best mod take fhe plupeer;
| will wee 0, 3.4 climb, he thing will go ™

G b ppideivdd B feeads 1o e flwer, asl | oanebavesd the
ETii,
Tor provide s secrk @ soled bip belay,

Then e aroppaid fbediw the edge procloiming, “There o jam
el b=
15 tha firxd vatal ¢ limb we e o gpan fodiy, *

e dend wrrerd yorain of mopr, and (e by pitogrrees aoemeirmd
Ao pein—
There were prablems Phere with wibieh be could mot cope)
Far be shonled fouwd 16 moke me bear above the botidimg wind,
Ti's mn go-bang on! e fielling e e pape !

Ch, | pripped the sope decurely as by welpht lugged ai wy Bips,
Fihal spmil sy memary) meled wil Il g,

Frot the smotn greve "ty aeromnd me crnmiling wbene ond feet
e i,
Arad Vo rope snuprped faud pwa yanked me pris s pace;

| don ¢ kmnse o fav | resbled, dor [ donded’ on sy foet
e & 5 roania ik, el my friead uers by ey wade

Wer grteyed nur Oifdalion we weer ioaken bl umblin
Gral fpdge o more Higtn Bbeimhy dnebes e,

We wwere 3 for . more rh'r'r.[lllq'. vo e wahed oul the arghl,
Lushed 1o piteny, fiphting furt o rray alive,

Tilerr ww dslilled ax tbe frewming wind nd sno ripped hrsuyd
aur clofes,
Al it peemed ha | merpiy ever wasld arrve,

Chorus:

Bt me. fawt the day diuwred ool while s’ ytill fell from
atse e,
Thoigelh the woad bl svospudir! shickened (il speed,
We were i) and cold and weary as we dtarted awoour w,
.l'-rﬂgnl my llmpf: o pediing !hun"b s @limy fndped,

We mippelled s o saddle) dhen e way hecame straight -
s the fp-ll'_\lh* ek sobnae o we'd hpll' do miR.

[ alegw ws uste achimmey, gaging spen @t ke basy
YW W coarte echelle,'” sand Joe, TN ot yoe "

Watlr wy bobraris gn bix seoulder | eauld Praleh o wewenl halal;
i thiw rock forwcsenls ol wy weiphi | pui

Then | wedged tntu the chimmey, just bsflore the rock came
Ermidia—
Hurthing dimen, e fragment fauded on by fosl,

Frar i whrile | I:f.ﬁ'\I moll Fedliee fusl S hfd'.l'y e iy bl
! ettmibed mp lo fimsd o good bedlaying st

With wry boudy locked beteen the chimney walls | beld bis rape,
And e sbirnivd wl e roge bard-ginre-bamad

Chorus:

For | led bhe way wilif we rparbed dbe summit of lie peok—
Witk hik wrma ot voe good food be lwprd along,

Thyn the gun broke theough the wiorm ¢fnody, snd phe Yo blew
& lean mony,
And with soaring sperits fow bl inio song.

For am bour e sested an tbe top; | bendaged . lie oot
We decided | shauld (eaee bim and go doim,

P s far fom wead ta help bomg gnd the rent weanld do b good'—
§ could wvad @ revcur pariy from the fown

Freae bix rope be mwde a pilio, and de chewed 8 poree of smow;
H wwid bajpily, ““Owr troverse now i i

Ok, T 1ol you we couldon 15 "teas 8 sideidid pivce of work ™"
Then [left ki thers, s-Tyamg im Plis wum.

Hescue parties mever fowmd bim, Jhough they scoured the
s i e
I the s fhey fonmd s racks doim [ram the ik

Bl l-h':ri lozd him wibere fhe sriwbanky podervd aur on banees
roCe—
There uuln modliiog more b el 1hiem wherp to reek

Tﬂ:j suppazed thai be bad clipped and plunged mio the yorge

i ey
Flud shough be's contidered dead by ather men,

Vivwey: e e, ol wtill [ {wak for kim apon oach mowmi@in fop=
For I kmaw ' elim writh jam Cruch foe agutm,

Hurrenit
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