
.. 

- ... ~ 

a : sto1~y ... o f ; men .. who_. 
I ~ ~ • (, ~ i" ' ; 
·r:.<.h ~ · ~=-li 

' . 
" " 'i. ... r .. ·. : J: :~ i ~ ....: ·d . - . .... .,. • ~ 
. ! ; ' 

enlisted eve.17. 
. - .... ·,. ~:·. 

1.s,... ':•,; ·~-
1 to th~~ ·" coiors 

': . · ... 

"'• .. .·,r" .· 
a~irship 

. . ' 

.... ' "if .- • .•• 

. ; ( , ... ~· \ • '~- ¢' ; 
, - ~ · ( ..... 1 

4 \t· ' ~ f • , .0. '!/ IM.~ • ;/ "'! • ;... 
0 

I a ~ 

;_or,. .. · less ~, bri.ef . his to~y ;. ,cou~ d 
- 1 Ir.\: , •.. ·'I "r1. .r.. I 

amo1tg 
' .. . 

Field i '1Vhen ,~· that · ·~·· 
~ • t J .... 



t , . . . t ' .. ,, 

·~. ' . 1 

' ' . 
Because of the constantly inoreasing numbers of rearm ts .arriving daily, K~liy ~ . 

' ' ' . 
19"1 • .. # li • 

. . . . . ~ 

Field was . experiencing extreme growing pains, so the infant 72nd was oalled to halp · 

o~t": in the exparision process and was . giv~n itS ~irst baptism 'of' "Pick .·,~ .Shovel'Q 016 9 
.. ' ... 

"Dad" (Edward G.) Owen was selected as acting "Top'' Sergeant beoausa of four years 
.. . ' 

prev~ous expere1noe in the u.s. Navy .- and like all 'Old Salts". became at . onoa popUlar . 
. ' 

I 

' . 
for his ability to spin yarns. Is ther~ a man or officer in the Squadron who had not 

l1eard "Dad's" wonderous (and dubdous) experiences in c~, or his tales of the briny ~. · 
. . ' . 

; . 
~ \ t ', I , l ~ t \. 

deep? · Is · there a:ny sub jeot under the · sun, scientifi~ or otherwise, upon which · "Dad" can ... ~ 

. . 
· not discourse at great length, from his ·"Non-candesoent Lights" to .the assembling of , 
.. : ' . 

· a four inch naval gun? And obedien~e? was there a man who . dared wiggle an eyebrow a.ft~r . 
I 

' . . 
' 

· ~ "Dad" growled ''Tenshun"? It Was be~ause of his remarkable ability to handle . men · · - " 

... . .. 

that he first \va. ~ made ""Top" Sergeant, and Ms good judgem6nt and talent for handling· 
~ ' . ' . . , 

, ' 

. ' . 
vJOrlc that ~n hi1n his warrant as t!aster Signal Eleotrician (for these were the · days 

'. 
before the Air Service was divorced from the Signal CoII>s) • . I • 

. , 

First Lieute11ant Ru.fus Ke Goodenow assumed command · on Septe1nber 19th, 1917. ·Anx- · 
.. .. . . . ' 

. ious to have a well-drilled organization, he ordered that, bet\veen guard duty and pick 
. . .. \. . 

'n shovel, every opportunity be taken advantage o~~ 'for practice. · ThankS to tl1e har~ 

work of Sergeant "Si" Schablitzke, \vho had seen two years of servioe uith the Minnesota 
I 

. National .Guardi the 72nd became the best drilled Squadron at J{elly Field ond· was par- · 
. . ' 

. tioularly complimented for this at the tirna of tl1e Se,Ptember review; vihen there. were 
f... • ... ~ • 

At this time• wiry looking Oorporal · ,vas ~ransferred . into 

ii. ,j, .- I J I (5' 

~ . the outf1_t • . Corporal Ackerman prove~ t~ have been a t'.eysioal director in the ~ .M.C.A. 
J> 

'' 

·· and prooaeded to take every .aha.nae to ' unkinlt all .the tight tendtns .and .to lubricate 
I + 

~he stiff joints -.1n the Squ.adron. 

· . Captain John Sloan :relieved Lieutenant Goodenow ·of Command . on November 22nd, 
' • "" , I 1:' I I J 

.. ' .. ' o I f 

Captain Slo.an was an architect in ~1v11 life, · had ·axeouted '1/0rk for the "UJ.11ted States 
. 

years and was in ohar gs of the :plana and construction 

·· of Langley Field, ·Virginia., when he reCaive,d llis oomrnisSj.on· July 15th, _ 191?. 

I • 
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. ' ' 

L 

·" . . . . ' ~ 

.\ well .qualified to take .. command of an outfit destined 
I f I • I • ;'!-:. ~ ' ' • t 

to vJOrlc · o.s mi independent ·consti-uotion ,,.·· 
• • . ., 

00170 ' .. ~ . 
• •' • 3) • 

,' I 

. 
Unit ·'in: Fronce • · . . , 

• • •• 
. · . 

. . . 
. "' , Shortly · after hi.s arrival at lrelly Field; Oa:ptain : Sloan was made Officer 

I ,.. • i' • I • ' t J ' , • . ' . . ' • . J 
Construot~on, and the Squ.adrpn was pro~oted fYDn thE:» pick .·,~ shovel to the · saw and hamm.er, · .. 11

: 

erec~ing the Engineering B'Uilding including 1 ts 

• relieve~ on .Janu.itry 5th, ·191a·.- · 
, • 'D 

. . . ' 
" . 

' 

. . ' 
' ' 

(3 •. 

.. 

, On January 211d, 1918, Second ·Lieutenruit Willlarn Dart is Baker .'vas assigned 
.. ,. . 

' ' ' •. ,,. 

. · Squadron ¥ . Supply Officer. Liautena:tit BDker v1a.s a graduate pf the · Engineering Department :· i' 
I ... • • Li ' , ... 

an e:i..rtanSive exVerienoe in railroad Snd bUi1.;.. - ·, 
. :) 

of _the· Ulliv~rsity of Pennsylvania and P.B,d had 
' . -

. . ,. . . ,. ' ~ .. 
,f , . d ., .... _,.., ... ~o .,~., r . . . . 

J. \,.,I I \, l - °Ct 

. ding worlc. ~ 
.. .. 

~ ; l ' i •I "- ' I 

Gat.lov1~, M.R.c., was assigned to tha Squadron on Jan~ary - 23rd~ ·.~,·; . 
C:: • • • ' • • , ,. • I.._" 

• -'" ' ' ! I .. ~ ~ 
'1 • ,, • ~ • .., I' .. ~ 

, 1918. · A native of the tovm of rtTeiser, Idaho, a graduate · of Rush l!edioal . School (affiliated ..... ~ 
.. " ' • c •• • ' • • It_.-._.,: 

· .. with the University of Chicag~), Dr. ·~ Gallowa:y had served f'o~ years 1zl the 'Public Health ,': :·:· 
... ' .. I . ' "" • ' • "' • 1,. • ;.) J 

t I J f 

. . I . . 
.- Service of the United States Goverl'lment. 

After six long, d.'&\Sty ~nths of ex.pe.otenoy;· th0 arudous1Y awaited orders. came. for 
., . 

. ' 

. -departure to ."an Eastern Port"• The packing of property and equipment :- v1as accompanied by 
. . ' 

Vdld cheering. · Our ovm· canteen equipment was plaoed in a large box and ·camouflaged \vi th 
• . ~ . ' 

I the harmless looking ti tla " .. Coolting utensils"~ the.' Victrola,· masquerading as 
•• t • . . 

' 

making a very ~loome sto~~'W• 

~ ' ~ ' • I '/ 

. ·'~ of a Texas .Norther_ and entrained .. Ori Sunday, January 27th~ 191~ • . ., 
, " ' ii:. r 

:<: Traveling 1?i royal . style; 1n a. "Troop Tr'ain" aq~ipped entirel:(~f PullmanS, the · 
• P • I ' - f . J' -• -. t • • I • I 

1' ... ! .. ' - # • • ~ • 1-< • • • .. ~ • 

three ·squadrons made ·an unusually fast trip despit.e their .twe-hour stop ova,rs at Hou~ton, 
' . • i ... ' I ttl 

, ~ ~~ • ,.. • • J~ . 

TeDs, New Orleans; Atlanta.; . GSorgia, ~d 'nora:rioe, , south oB.rolina. for 
' 

. ~ 
seeing. 



I . 

• I 

' ,. , 

. 
After four days on the road, 
. . . . ~ . ~ .. . . 

in th8 icy col~ slush and .Mud of Morrison, Virginia, where it started in a.t onoe :On a · pro- ' , · 
' • ' 'II • • 

I 1 

0 

1 't I t : 'Imo .. 1 r 

. gram of oonstruotion; and wS.s introduced to . a brand new s~t Or picks and shoVels.() Q 1 71 . 
. . . . . .. . . . . . ' 

At Morrison, the Officer personnel was ·increased ·by .the assigbrnent of First Lieutenant 
I • ' . . . 

Eugene H. Vredenburgh and Second Lieutenant Joseph R. Darrao, .. JF .. ebr.tJ.:?.?7 ~ 25th and 5th~ res-
• t ' I . ":' ...... 

• : · 1" • 

~ 'peotfvelyo · 
\ " I ' 

' ' 

Lieutenant Vredenburgh was commissioned as a graduate of · the Sebond Reserve Officers• 
' . . ' 

Training . Camp n.J=. Fort Meyer, Virginia, and had · served as Adjutant of the Cmnp attMorr1sota. , . . 
' .. , . . . 

. He was a graduate ·of the Law School of Princeton· U'nivers1t·y. 
- ' 

' .... Lieutenant Darrao was commissioned November 12th, 1917, after having served seventeen 
'1: . . 

years in . the Regular Infantry and Cavalry. 
' I , ' .. i , "' , ' 

Seoond Lieutenant Arlington: R• Caughey was · assigned to the Squadron Febrttary 21st 
• 13 . 

t • 

and was relieved March 1st, 1918. 
" .. , . 

G 
l ~ 

March 4th, proved: an Inaugu.ratio~ D:J\V for the Squadron, for on that date, .now memo~ 
' . 

' .. 
. able to ·every man and officer on · 1ts rolls,· the organization marohed &board the good ·ship 

. -
I , • ~ t 

· , ''Mada,vaska", (previously the Xonig \Vilhelm II, of the •blzrg-AJ'llerican Line) at 
• " ...., • ' • • ' ) I ' - ... . ( ' -:;. r.... ... ' ' • 

·~~ 

News, Virginia • . . ' . 

~ 

' . 
·.After slipping ?.TorthYvard to New Yorlc Harbor, \iVl1ere she was joined by the rest 

. . 
con,;oy, . tha Madawaska pointed her. plunging bow toward Franca and proceeded to prove the . 

.. . • . . 
• l 

truth of her. old nick-namis ."The Bucking.Billy«. The trip VJaS cold and rough, but. aside 
• f 

' ' 

from the usual amount of saa ... sioknad.s the heal th and condition . of the men was excellent. 
.. ~ . " 

-" • • I ,,,,. -. 

. On the. fifteenth de..y. of the zig-.zagging voyage, a general sigh of relief vras occas-
• 

. . 

.. ioned by the appee.ranoe ·of the deStroy6r.:neet on :the horizon, tor .,ai tho' th1s 0vent ma~k-
- , 

ed ·the entranoa ·of the convoy into th~ well defined limits of the "Submarine nWiger zone"~ 
. ' . 

. . . . . 
somehow the protaotion ot the swift, eve~tchful destroyers bred a :feel111g of saf8t7 that 

.. 
' • t ' • ,, 

· let dovm the tension of Yratohing for the dreaded . periscope. 
' t 

. 
•' 



. .. 
going tharough . the motion~ of ''Abo.ndon Ship Drill'' on tl1a sixteenth day out, 

.. 

: . 

' .., 

, ' .. 
I, , • I . . . 

· bomb gave the first i11dioa.t1on that a "Sub" had been sighted. With the ftlring of a second 
' ' ' ,. ii: I ' t . (3 . . . . . 

de:pth ·charge every Ship in tl1e Convoy made traclt:S at full speed ahead, in any direction that 
.. 

• \ t 

".left a clero1 pair of hoels to . tl1e vici11i ty of the suspected "Sub"• :trot one vessel lingered · .· .. 
• . . - ' 

I ~ 

0 , • 

J.~ Having regains the Convoy Fonnation, the next day a Pilot · was taken aboard .and the 
~ 

' .. . ' 

transports snalted tl1rot1gh the roclcy ohannel . n~ar Belle Isle, i 11to tp.e harbor of st. Naz-

x aire, which to\m could be seen tlwough a 11eavy curtain of fog. This was on l{arch 21, 1918. ·. ~ ·. 
( 

. . . \ 

·. · genuine interest were tl1e children, with their queer. picture book dresses and hoops, greeted 
• t . . . 

, 

·by these newly · arrived .''Yan.ks". But there was hardly time for BIJ.Y thorough investigation 
... " "\ .. , .. .. . . ' 

· ·of things in this naw Old world, for at t vro 111 the afternoon, 
~ • f ... I ' 

Squadron \Vas ma~ched to -
( 

t• 
• 

the so-called ''Rest Camp" which was . found. to be equipt· with aJ.l modern conveniences, inclu-. . 

' . 
' ' ' . 

ding plenty of opvortu11ity to breath fresh air. In fact, ·the air was so fresh that it just 
. . 

• ? . . ' 

couldn't be kept out of the barracl<:s. A;nd v1hht barracks! Whe_n the rnen had had one look ~t 
' . 

them, they stE~,rted to ·"Bill" a.nd ''t~OOOtt in apprecia'tio11 of. their foriner occupants. ". 
l • 

: : Ona of the modern 0011venie11ces 'vas the sl10\ver bath, 
., 

. " ' 

term it - altho' some' of the n1en insisted that ,"Been:nut0l1" vrould have been a more apt : 
... ... ! • • 

. . 

:title. To bathe, all one liad to rlo was to strip, . clambe1~ up a rickety ladder ,-,!th a buok-
• f .. • 

,,. .. .. .. 
i ... " •• 

et of water9 dump into the tan.le, return to terra-firma via the same route and . . ,, . . ' 

J " 
'( 

... 

the sprinlcler .. b~for.e the water had entirely nm aws:y. If the pl2 .. yer succeeded in accom- . 
,. 

plishing the feat without dying of exposure or falling off the ladder, 

h1msa1:r ~et, he was cons1dered as ·having 9Dn .and was av1arded the "Odor 
' ' . .. ~ ~ . 

The Squndror1 "Re~ted'' tor thre~ deys. Fo·r amusernent the n1an were sho'm ne\v stunts 
' . 

- w1 th the piolt 'n shovel 9 whi ch afforded· the usual amount of pleasure. · on 
... 



i ~ 

' . 

~ l 
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f . . . ~ 
r ~~ 

. , f 

the Squadron started out to maroh ·to the train, but .. tl1e location of the · train v1as evident-
. t . . .r 

' ' -
ly. ~ons1dered ~s "Secret"( information for the Squadron made a thorough sight-seeing trip · 

' 1 I • • I ... 

. o-r· the whole town .and gave a. :ralmwell ·parade through all the streets on the water Q.Q1·7 3 

{ 

;, 

• .. 
• I 

.. 

. . 

t • 

before finding . the oars chalked "484th"• The travel ord.er.rs read "To ' Vinets, A.Ube"• Ori. the 
. , 

l . . • 

map, _this point lookedto · be . jttst a hop, oki:p and · a jump behind the ... front-most fro21t -- on 
. ' ~ -

. . 

. the map. :Every one Md _visions of dodging shells and living in dug(,uts~ .but if th'ere v1ere 
. . ,. 

any fear· of danger, no one dared even whisper it because of the greater fear of ridicule. . . 
¥ • • 

' 

The trip was rn3de . in t\VO days and a ·night. Stops v1ere frequent • . · A.t the first stop, 
j a I ' 

the Captain noticed a sign markei "Bif'ur";. and remarlr.ed that BifUr was a very I>retty little . 
•. . ' 

Village. · After severaJ. hours of stops ai1d . starts and otherwise hesitating travel that c.ap- · 
I ' 't' .. 

. ta1n again noticed tl1e sign "Bifur"~ and vvith blood .in his eye~s_got out at the next stop 

to murder the engineer for talcing the train around in a circle; but ·he was forturiately '\Vith-
~. I ~ 

held from his sanguinary desires ··oy another offioe1~ who had delved into .' his French DiC- .· 
' ' A . . . 

tionary and discovered that "Bifur" denoted a Railroad Switbh.. It vvas on ... this trip that 
• ·1 .• 

' 

the men were first introduced to the poison that the French so fondly believe to be ~offle. · . . 
' . ~ . " ~ . ,. 
I 

Tra.vel ltations were s.lready mi old sto~J for they had be~n in~roduoed as a Table d4 Hote , · 
. ' ~ :. 

• I I 

. menu at the above mentioned "Rest Carr1'"• The only stop made .. for eiercisa· was at the Depot :.; 4 

at Orleans~ where both muscles and thirsts were loosened Up9 
. .. . . 

. Arriving at Arcis ... sur.-A.ube on the mori11ng of · Tuesday, ~!arch 26th, the .Squadron detrai- ·. 
•• • • • • t 

ned and breakfasted on corn willy; hard tack, and the liquid the French call Cafe. lWhile. 
~- . . 

• ; '. I • ,. , .. f • • .. 

the men were eating .the Captain was inquiring for the location of the final objeot1ve; ·" ~ 
. . A~ .• ,, 11 

Vinets, and in short . orcl..er had t11e man line.d up and on their w~. , From the paoe he it 
• • ,' . . ' • r .... • . - • • • \I 

was evident_ .. that the C~:ptain must have had a date he .~1anted to keep. The men 1n ·. t}le · rear · 
' 

l I i 
0 

• 

of. the ·column believed ha had been issued a Ford • 
. . . 

At ro:ry rate they galloped along and. ar-
...,. .J. .... ...... ""' , _,,.. 
:_~~ 11 f I '~ 1 .,/ 

0

1 , f . 

rived at Vinets ,vi th their tongues hanging out and the1l1'. packs \veigh1ng two tons~ and dee!~ 
' . .. 

' ded that the~r l~d mn their aviator•s wingS afta1• the f~1ght tb.ey had nk'"Ule. They Covered 
-

' • t ' . 

the e~ght kilometers in almost noth1ng,flat • 
., • f' .. • • • 

Arriving at Vinets · ~bout four P.M.; tl1a man were taught the ne,11 Franch Natio~eJ. Game, 

. . 
oallo~ Billeting. This cons1ats , of ·seeing how many soldiers oan roost 

~ 



: \ . . ' . . 

00~1-shed. It was a warn and weary, orowd. that · 11terUl7 .•hit the ruq" that night. 
t .. ,J • ' 

. . . .. ,• , . . 
The next mornings breakfast. used ttp the last. o:r the · iron rations and it began ~o look as . 

~ . ' ' ' ' ~ 

. · tho /, the . men w~~d have to .put ·· their .bedding to use 
0

as :f'~~der. · 1r. a Q~termaster · ~eJJ.J) 1 '14 
o , I t ' ' I o • ' I 0 I I f I f F I ... .. • • I 

I{ Jiii I ' .. , ), 

• •• ;t ' ' ~ • • ) • " 

oould not be iooated. · After ·a.n exasperating attempt to utilize .· the Frenoh t 'elephone lines~ 
. 

\ .. .. ¥ • . . ' . ' , . 

a oonneotion was finall~ made with Ma.ill~, a large Heavy Artillery . Depot .. not far awa:y, which 
... 

I t • 

.pron11sed to send first aid~ and irrnnediately dispa17ohed a -truckl···:load of · rations to · Vinets. ~ 
' . ' . ' 

I • • . 
~ 

. " 
t • i . ... . ~ 

No for.aign ··potentate was ever ~ra noisily welcomed than was ~hat truok of "eats"• 
I ' 

' . 
. Befor01.imany days hall elapsed the Squad~n ~vas supplied with tent~ 

a.tio~ · fro~ . the First Air Depot and a · oomfo~able oamp ,,,as areoted. , .· 
• ) /'. . j • • - • . "" . ~ . .. 

·.. · Actual constrt1ction vvork 'vas begun on Vinets Airdrome on the first day of APril• 1918. ·. 
" ti. "' • • • • • \, .. ""' • • 

• ....; ~ • • • 1# • J • , 

l; ·1 For three and one l:l.alf months the Squadron '-worked to complete what .ha,s been called by many a . 
I .1 ', .al t I I 

t \ • 1 4 I \. I 

I : .. • ~ ~ l • .I '. I. .. 

· pilot; both French and .American; the "best landing field .~n Franc~"· · There ''Vara ·many d.1f7"' 
.' " ' • • !>{ • • t I' " 

t , o • 0 • o \ f :iii e I I I f • 
. , • • • I 

fioulties to overcome, and as necessity is aaid to ·be . the mother of ~nvention1 a great deal 
.. . 

: ·· ets ware fabricated by members of tlle Sqttadron~ To furnish a water supply, a V{ell vvas sunk · 
. ·~ . . . 

~ I , .... , • • ' # .. ' 'I • ' 

l-. ~ .. . ' . . . 

·.' · . · through. forty-~wo 'feet of rock• .. As the bucket sys tam \vas not ad.equate to the. needs. of the · . · 
~ . . . . ' 

. ' . 
• ' • • • -A • :. 

kitchen or the work on .the fieldt some other scheme of raising the vvater was aought. After . · 
. .• ' ·t::S . • I " I 

r •• ' 

' . • • 
dickering _wlth tl1e municipal authorities at Troyes, one day the Captain B.J?]?eared on the hor-- . 

;... . 
I 

. izon~ \vi th an antiquata·d fire pump;· model of' the Frenoh Revolution and ten M.P. (Man .. power) 
.. . ·I . . . 

with twin oylinders. This was tried at the 
f3 

~ t • • '1 •' ' •t.,. . ' 
• • -.: • • • ft .. • f 

1 ~· 1 ~ ·. ~ VJOuld li~t .v1ater 1 t \VOuld not suck. . It was therefore necessary to enlarge the well ~ to the 
L • 

... . 
·. ftai to a 1•xxmtt parallel .pump beam above · the gro1md., vdth which it was suocessfully .. oper.-. . . 

~ . . . . 

of'fioers, Master Signal El.ectric1ans ~d Sergeants 
/ 

outfit• 
. . . . . 

took about two dey-s to 



. . . 

ereot tha first Adri~ BarraokS that the men .had ever. seen. (It will be well 
• f , , 

. . 
tha~ threo months later · a. hangar and an Adrian Bar1•ackS were erected in f1 ve hours.) · . 

• r 

. ' 
• ' t. "' • • .. I 

. • . 13 [' 

. · :. Fourth of July 1~ France will alvvays ba remembered. by the men· and Officers of the 484th 
. ' ~ . . . . . . 

for .~~ that . dey the Squ~~ron ~as enta~tained by the City of ·Arois-sur--Auba • . · The big; open · 
l' ' . . ' . 

pav1111on in the Aiarkat Place ~as hung 'vi.th th~ Flags of the Allies,,with ·the stars and . 
.. , . 

' • I 

Stripes holditj.g the plaoe .. of .hcinor. r/4.en the Squad~on appeared in the Pavillion .·marching with 
. . . ' 1 

- ' ' I • ' • 

.. 90ld Glory" at the fore, the French Band struck .UJ? the Star Spangled Banner and the 1nhab1-
. ' . . . 

tan.ts ef the historic old ?ity \Vent wild Vlith enthusiasm. A musical and vaudoville perfear-
.. ,. , '.. ' • t II 

• ~ ' • ., • I " • .Ir. 

. mance followed a long and · thoroughly .1ncomprahensibla speech of welcome by the :Mayor . of . the 
t'9 , • I .J4.·'· f 

I • ' ... ... -· ., "' 't ' 
· ' . . . 1 ' 

town; during which speeoh the .village belles were casting amorous ~glanoes at Les A.merioa1nes 1 

and ( s~d to relate), these glanoe~ ·reoei ved more attenti~n than the meyor.•s ' flowery speech.· 
. l . '* • • 

~ 

•I ' 

' 
- 11 • "' ... J.. ; - i ~ • r 

The hit of the performance was a beautif'ul maiden \Vho had .._ "every-thing neoes sary for a Zieg- · 
: \ . 

' . .. .I(. •" ' . ,.. . . 

field Show" • . Her Greek da.."l.ce :t>rought z: round after round of applause whioh beoame even more . 
. ' . r 

• • "' t 

enthusiastio after she removed her wig and disclosed herfelf to be a ttpoilu"• After the per- . 
I • ' l' . • 

I . • ' I • 

. formanoe . the Squadron _\vas dismissed in to~m and given leave until nine P.1!. · and it is need.:. . . . , . . ~ 

' . I 
.• ,,. • I I ! J ' 

less tO sey that". theY do.ntinued to · oelebrate the Dey o:f Independence in appro:i;lriate style. · 

. . . ' . . ' . . 

July 8th, 1918. Lieutenant Suckert had studied architecture 
' ' . 

• r • 

. ' 

· and Pennsylvania and had considerable building experience, . . . . ' 

'· 

empioy at AsSistont En.gln~er of . ConstrUat1o~ at Camp 

gradttz:!,te .of Second Reserve Offioarst Training Camp. 
,. ¥ 1 . 

. . i . t 

; At ·v1nets,Lieutenant Baker was appo~nted Adjutant · ~d Cons~ruction , Officer, Lieutenant · 

and Mess , . 



.\ 
I, • 

,. 

t • . . 
· "< 

9. 

· · Dtlring the last · big Garman dri va eorly in JUly when the anamY· ad.vanoed ·t~ Chateau 
t ' . t • j .. • • 4 ~ 

( I • • II 

Thiercy and tlireatened Paris, orders were reoei vad by the Squadron to prepare to avaouat e. · 
II • • • • \ . . . - . 

It was: w1 th lighter hearts that the news was rece1 ved "that ~ the .Amerioans had been thrown 
• • .. • J \... ' 

•' 
• f ' I 

against the enemy and liad turned the tide,1 and that, instead of evacuating, , the Squadron would . ' ' ·' .· 001~6 
move·· olosar. to the Front. · : .:. . ~ , · 4 . 

•' 

'· 

.oonourrent 'rl th tl1e begin..'t'l.ing of the Allied Offens1 va, on July 15th, the Squadron mov-
.. ~ . 

,· . . \ 

ad ~o .Longeaux, Meusa, near Ligny-en-Barrois. It was ·with a sigh of longing thut Vinets was 
' . ' .. 

,.. .,i) • I ' • f '°' 1' 

left behind. This little village, with its Shakespearian houses of half-timberedrcwalls and 
... . . . . ·-

~. thatched roofs had become dear to the hearts of the men pf the 41~th. It was here that, 
' 

. . 
, . ' . 

for ~ a long time~ the Polish Division had billeted, had sung their wierd songs ·of battlal had 
. ' 

. ' . . . ~ 

. made· .. beautiful the quiet evening hours with sweet melodies on . v1&11ns and •oellos. It was 4
• 

' . ' ' .... - . . . . 
' . ' - . 

. _here, also, that the Italian Divisions had enoamped .for a period -- and bad it not ." been for ' .. · 
I fi' I .. ' ' 

I ' 

• ' L 

the diplomacy of certain .officers, thare might have been a war between Italy and · the Ua.ited 
I ti ' • ( 

' ' 

·States for . the members of the Squadron refused to aaoept in good humor the tvli tting of the 
• I ~ ' I .. .. ' ,. f 

,. ' I • • Oil I 

Italians regarding their empty pistol holsters. The old sv1immin' hole in the Aube was 
' • ' • I 

< . • .. • > ' 

most cherished shrine which had to be left behind. 
• > 

., . ' . "' 

. Vinets Airdrome had developed into an 1mporta:h.tcplaoe, \Vi th 1 ts perfect flying field . 
t3 

· ·am. roads, its good water supply and ·dry, healthy barracks. · Ships ·stopped there ei:iroute to 
. . 

I 

· the Front, for a ~e·w· sUJ?1jly of gas and oil and a sfu?rt .rest for .Pilots and observers. · Its 

importance so increased that it shortly became officially 101o'W'!l as the Fifth· Air Depot • . 
I I ~ • 

' . . "' 

The trip to Longeaux ~ras made both by truclt train and raJ.l. The detachment who traveled by 
• -'y . - . 

·~. rail reoeivad ,1ts first baptism of fire at Ch .. gJons, for the railroad s~ation was given a · .. 
' - ' ' . . . .. "" . . 

I ' • • • . . 3 

thoa10ugh and complete exhibi ti~n of a German air raid while the Squadron cars were side--
. ' . 

traoked there. 
.. 

t3 
. . . t3 

' .. ii .. 
t 

Work on the Longeaux Airdrome started w1 th a will. the Squadron working in three eight 
I 

. ·. hour shifts. The night sJlitt was the most 'velcome because 1 t afforded ~1ngs1de seats' at· the 
. . 

I • 

: f1reworkS exhibition the boys in . the i••?Jtt1h1 trenches were furn~shing nightl1~ . Not be . be 
• • • • \ ,. • ' <# · , • ' • ,. . ... . . 

outdone in exhibitions, the German flyers made a high.tly trip to · bomb Ligny and Bar-le-Duo, · 



. 
·· .a short distance 11118\V'.• The Squadron "'as encamped on the very 'top of 

~ , . ' . 
ir ~' • I 

\ > • ' 

very hilly region~ . There were thirty tents all in a ro-c.v, and as white as sno\v -- a wonderful 
~ ' . "' .. 

targ~t fro~ the air• Shelt~!- tre~ohes_ ~re .dug between the tents and a ,"Safety Fif){)t1 '?7 · 
.. . ~ 

I ' • 

drill practiced, but these preca.u.tions proved to be ~e.cessory.· Night after night the in.: ·. 
• I . ~ .\ . • • . l' . 

termittently loud soft humming of the Boche bombers ·could be heard overhead and .the r.t1t-tut-. 
~ . . .. 

. ti:z.t.-tut of tl1eir machine guns .filled lnore than O??-e 11eart vnth fear. Da:?pite the danger, it 
.. 

' ' 

, \Vas diffic1ll t to refr~l11 £ro1n ~atchi11g the pel"forrncnce ,· for the os~illating searchlights, ~ 
-- ' . 

-.:~ 
.. !'e ' • ' • 

. . ·with their long fingers of bluish white li@1t and the buriting a~t1-aireraft shrapn~l . filled · 
( ' ' ·• • • • II • 

' . 
~ D 

' ' - . " 
the air w:1. tl1 a p~rrotechnic display never equaled by 2ny Fourth of July performance at . hDn1e. · 

. ' . 
,, . 

. Humor was added to the s~tuation by the Moroccan labo?-ers who : had come with· the 
.. $ •• . ' 

\ ' 

. Squadron from Vi11ets.(109th and ll6th Y.1 abors Cos., in cornmnnd of Lt• oscar J.Hebert}.Tl1ese 
I ,_< 

• "I '' 

, picturesque Orie.nt.il- flgu.res ~ded a \vierd touch to the ttcena, with their brilliant red _tJ.:tr- ·, 
.(3 • • ' • • 

. . . .. . . -
bans and. their bronze skins. They worked :in their bare feet, regardless of cold.It was noun-

. . ·. ' .. . . 
. . ... " " . ' . . . 

common scene to · see them b11ndled up in scarfs . and heavy overcoats but with feet bare. · Thay ·· · '; 
' . 

• \ • a • 

were steady \\Orkects hut never could have been accuseQ. of being speedy, that is_, not until 
' . ;f,. ·~ . . . 

the first. night they heard the Boohe overhead, vmen the entire ].~orocoan J?ersonnel beat it 
-. . . . 

for the surrounding fields wl th a S]?rint that Y~t1ld have made "1'ed Meridith" envious. 
j ' . 

· could they be coaxed back to their tents •. Thereafter nighttall found them parading to sel-
,. 

• • • j 

eoted . spots in the fields and woods 'vi th their blankets. During the earlier even&'llg hot.1rs 
' ' ' • • • 4 . . f' • • • • . . . 

I . ' i3 . 
they amused themselves as well as the. s·quadron vii th their wie;i-d. oh.ants and dances. 

. ' .. . 
• f'J ; 

. Early in August rumors were current rego.r~ing the formation of the F~rst A:J.W• On Aug-. 
' 

26th, :1918,· the 484th received an o~der ti,Ssigning. it ·to the First JJD.er10Sn·,1Field Arniy 
. . J .. 

,, 
' .. r 

\ ' 
• •,, I ' / ' • , I 

and ordering it to La\V' at. Remy, slightly west .of Toul. As it was e:xpaoted that all Squadron · 
I I .. • o • 1, • f ' • ' r ' 

• ' .. " • • • ' f • J 
. - . ' ' . 

work from then on would roquire that it travel w1 th only mobile equipment, most of the bullcy-
- . ,. . . 

. ... . , ~ / 

supplies and materials were left behind. V{i th Head.quarters at Lay St. Remy, the Squadron · . 
. . . ' . - . . 

' r 
I • • ' .. • ' 

hurriedly began work on the flying fields at Toul and Lay st. Rarey-, erecting hangars and 

' ' 
. . . ' . 

was broken up into details worldng unde:a: Captain Slorpi, Lieutera.nt Suokert and Lieutenant. 
I ' . I 

1 

'Baker, and during tho eleve·n days preoed1Dg· the- st. ·n11h1el drive·, the men vvorkad .. llka 
, ' 



· . ... 
~, -· • 

I • . ( 

mad.· Hangars and barraaks were removed ,from one field and ereoted at anot~er. work began ' 
{3 . • • • 

. w1 th . the first streak of dawn and did not sto:p until well after the last' reys fof sunset ahd · 
r • t '" ' , • I • • . ' ~ . . . 

f • I 'i l ' ' • 

. left .. the sq. Transportation difficulties \Vere met and overeome, rations were hault@ ~17 8 
. ' • • j 

' . - ~ ... .. 

... · distances as gi .. eat as s1xt·y miles•"'··ThG details were like barn~CJorm1ng oirotUJea, · moving hare .. 
I ' 

"' ' 4,\ ' • t 

and t~ere t C3Taping a new :place every night t meeting emergencies as they arose by~L5ingenuo~ 
1-• 

' . .- ' 

· uses. of the materials at hand. When, on the night of Septernber llth, the unshaven; ~ bedragg-- · 
.. 

' . . 
led looldng men leyed themselves down for a well earned rest, not even the nearby.guns that 

, 
' . . . .. 

began the hottest b~age ·1n the history of the Viar could disturb them ·from their ·\vell-earn-
' . ' 

l • 

od· rest. For eleven deys and eleven · nights they had toiled on eight nying fields, never . 
. . 

letting UJ? for an instant~ never letting their enthusiasm·vrane for· a -minute • . The work re-. . 
. ~ 

. . 

·quired had been completed, anci 011 the dot. The fiedls were ready for the .flyers and the ships 
... ~ . . ' . ', . ' 

exactly \Wien they ~ere wanted. When all was said and done, it .was disoovared that .the Squad-
.. ,•• 1 ' .. • • 

I ' 

~ ron had vvorlted on fields at Lay St t .Re~r 1 TOJ..11 1 Souilly . ( i1aar Verdun), Belrain, Bul.ainville, 
.,.; ~"'t" ~ .., ,. ·n ... , . . ,.. -:.-r.:-1 t· -.- . ··.-rr 

, ... . . ..., ' t • ,... .. "' p • -- v ~ '• t) ., 

vaoon·i i~roulan and Ochey. Detachments of the .Squadron had VJOrkad on a front of one hundred ·kilo . ' 

• . ' . " . 
' . . ' . 

. meters and in eleven days travelled a · dtstanoe of one thousand 1dlometers about six htin-
. ' 

. • I n r 

, dred miles (not 1nclt1di:ng du:plioate tri:po made over the same ground).- . 

1'Tovirunt-aux-Pres vvas 1

t.ha next scene of action. Th.a st. liihiel drive had moved tl1e · _ · 
. . . 

lines out of the vicinity of this town to a point five or six ldlometors northeast • . 
.. 

. . ' 

[; .. , .· A flyi1ig field was contemplated in this region, so the Squadron camp v1as moved from Lay st. 
• • • 1 .. 

. 
Remy to this :point, leaving, hqwever, the Headqtllarters deto.ohment .behind vli th Lieutenant Sue-

1 . .. • ~, 

kart, for. tho purpose. of supply - which gave the other members of. the organization a chanoa 
[3 

. ' 'll • 

~ to kid the abandoned detachment. for beine; left behind in the s.o.s. Actual v~rk began· on . · 
[3 •• . . 

the lioviant field on Septernber 16th. A train of J;wenty trucks was . bo.r?towed ~; fr.Ozn. tlie ... !l!rst ~ 

.. , • ~ f .. 4 

~ · ·. Air Depot, and togethor \vith ·the Squadron tr'l:1cks, brought seven barrao1cs , ten huts 1 · and eigh-
. ' . ~ 

' '· ) . . \ " 
J ~ " • • ) ' t ~ I \ 

I 

teen ind! vidual . hc.~go:rs to · this point where they v1ere erected. in short order.~ 
~ I • • ' • • • I 

., ' f \ \ • 

J t " 

The Noviant Camp was. eloser .to the front lines . than aey previous c~ had been. Artill~ 
I ' . . . . . ' 

1 • 

· · ery batteries \"1ore planted on all sides. Aviators reported that the newly erected hangars 
.. . . . ' ' . . . 

- .., 

oouJ.d easily .be seen from the front lines. ·Tlie Germans sent several messages . . 
)It ' I .i ,.. 

affect by dropping a few well-directed shells from their neare~t .. 



imrmdiate .futura. 

• , I 

Saizerais is ·south of Ptm.t-a-Mousson, ; and ·the lines were six lt:i 1 ometC»ira 

The success of the· St~ Mihiel drive · hn.d · ~ui-ned this heretotore 1 "quiet" · 
. . . 

• . . 
'j J. ' • I 

·· line of hru.1.gry ''Yan.ks", ki~ling ten, and v.10unding. fifty more. . . 

• · The Squadron ~ta~ted ~~· at · onaa to era at ··English . and Franah BttS'Sonea.~ ·Em.gars -:.-: . • .· 
• '\' ·i. • ' 

• T ' 

. ' 
" . 

and to move from the field at Noviant all 

,, • °1 ,t: ; '·,. ' " • , ' ..... J "'- ~" I 

•• • > True to form, .the Squadron had the Saizerais field ready for the flyers in more · 
. . \ . . '"' . . 

11 ) • I 1 • a• ,. It C' o J f I •!, 
,. I • ,.. It I I • t I 

than ample time. The Sixth Corps .. Observation Group moved into the field dur1n~ tha}' 
' . 

' # J .. • J . • i ,. . ! 
I • • 

G ' ' 

·last cL.~ or ootober and the 484th turned over the ne\v ba~ao:ts to . the Service Squadrons 
' . .. . 

\\- • '< ' ( { • }' ~ I I I' - t • • 

I .. 
1 ri I 1' I ~ , 

t ani again moved into its own tents • . Because it was now operating in the territory oc-
I ~ . 

... • 
• ' ~ I t • .. • ('" , t II" { 

. oupied by '·the ne,vly formed Second A.1'.rry, the Squadron was transferred. from ~ the .First ·. to 
' .. l • • 1; 

Second American Field Army on Ootober 28th, 1918. 
' • I 

' ' . . . "• 
~ 

. ' 

Shortly after th1·s 1 detachments were sent to VJOrk on .the 
., .. - I 

.. l ,. ~ • 
" .c. • • .~ ~ • 

ional hangars were erected, and t~ a newly :projected fiel~ at Manonvill,e, 
__.j . ' ... • 

l . 

. . .. 

· Headquarters to , the ~ti'eot 
r .. •. 



~ meter barraolts·, ·one six by 
. ' 

' 

I .r . - . . " 

ll:urlng tha second dq, at Manonville it was learned that a Servioe Squadron was c::-9 
, 

,·, expeoted before nightfall. Between ten in ·the morning and four in .the afternoon. t.wo Ad~i 
.. I' • ' • •J " 
J • 

• ~ f ,. .. I 

. ~ 1an barr~ok:S ·were o"mple~.ely, . ereo tad~ . reSdy- . for occupancy• . A· ~es soneau HangaJ.. was . also t 
• .• . .. . • i t 

• " • a. "" • • • " • • L· ' . . . "· ·~ • I \ . ~ • • I ~ ' • ' -1 ~ 

ereoted in tl1e same. peri~d, .five hours, thus setting a new Squadron record, and, so far · 

. as known, · ~ new A.E.F. reoo~~ for the erection of' hanga~~ and barr~oks. . - ~ ~~.Rf) . . ~ . ' 

. . 
• . 13 

~ men had seen long lines of plodding doughboys and haat!d the . rattle of armmlliitio:ri wagons 
. . 

' . • I 

... ~ . ~ . 
! • < • • • • t. • I ·. ' ' 

going for\vard • . It seemed now that -every ounce of strength, evary grain' of powder was 
t I • , , ' · r ' • • ~ _,, • '\ 

a 0 t J' ,_,/ '" •i' f \ t • .,.!o : · j I 

. · b~i~ h~led agai~st the retrea.t1~ enenxy to ;~ai for' onoa .and. :r~r all the 1-ec~~tiy 
. . ,. . . 

~ ~ ' - ,,, d f t j • 

• \\ • I :,a i/.~ • t .. .6 • t ' l ~ r • t: r.J • .it 

. ' ' 
.. 

signed Q.xn1stica.' ~., · 
.. . . 

' t 

Ears accustomed to the 
" . 

( - "'\.._• . "' ., 

an to buzz with the llllaooustomed silanca.·· It was eleven o 'olocko 
, 

I' I : . , 
1 I .. ..... .. I 

The V/o.r was overJ .· · Next dey the formal :order came to ceaso all construction work " 
I 

.... ' ' . "" ' . ' ~ . ' 

~ and it ,va,s this order rather than the cessation of hostilities that 'vas cheered · to the . 
' ;.. . 

Another resounding cheer rent 

' t 
(3 

Immediately the naoassary work to wind up the 
J 'I 

,. t , 



~ ' f 
Paga 14. 

' f 
• • 

ta1ten up at once and on November 25, 1918 1 the Commanding Officer O(llt r reported 'to 

General Haooquarters that tho Squudron was reo,dy for embarkation to the united States. 

C3 



118-4.q_11arter1, 484th Aero Squadl'on( Omiatruot1on) • 
Amerioaa Bzpecl1tlona17 J'oroea, 1 
9 Deoember 1918. 

~Bl IOU.OWil'G 18 .&. B08l'ER 01' OJ'J'lUIBa .4IJ> MD OJ' US '8ftll BRO SQUJJmem ( COJ!rS'rRtJOTIOB) • 

0.AP•ATQ 

Johll 8lo&11. A.8. ,u.s.£.(l'on-ft71J28) 
Oommm4Sng 

~. c.a..11--. 11.0.,u.s.A. 
8q1l84roD 8'u'pon 

J'Iltll! J.ImJJ?IHAN! . 
· Lam•lot w. Sllobrt A.s. ,u.a.A. (llon-l'l.J'ing) 

~•portat1on Of'~iaer 
S'COIU LIBlMDIHS 

William Dart1a Bake• a.a.,u.s.A.(-on-Pl1'1»c) 
Ad~' ant 

Joaeph R. ~ao A.8. ,u.a.A.(lion-J'l.,-1ng) 
~Pll' Otti9er · 

MAIJ!D RtitilTBIOiaB 
orea. Bdward a. 
Sohablltllte, Carl B. 
*DzmNl, 118rbezt JI. 
Blltlniller, Bar17 A• 

SllDIAftB :WIBS'! CLASS 
Po4olaQ, Henao 
1'Jron. Wba.tle 14 a. 
ftoza. William Be 
Gert1•r, Har17 o. 
Selacm, -dwal'4 
l1114el'Woo4, Bathaa1el Be 
BRO••• Ja .. a B• 
llOrloo , Ber:nard o. 
ll8111ke, llarle G• 
Killer, J'l.074 
11R 1 well, George w. 
az.tln, ~hclna• J. 
14.ght • '11111am x. 
Dean, W••'le7 G. 
Da•ltrt Bllp•• •• 
Sbean:r, l\JTOD A• 
Bar'b•l4, Be•Jaaln r. 
Abbq, Claau B. 
11..... 11Plph 
19lor, ~M04ol'9 P. 
illen, Mph J. 
Oen, J., w. Jr. 

DMl+•!I 
Parli•J&, J>•l t t J • 
ftrtw•e t Cal.Tia 
Walall, .T-• "• 
BltoJd•· Len o. 
·-· ••••11 Ae ll•t19B, Ole Pe 
J,tnc1Czen, ilez We 
GC11trt'11ser, ~ B. 
llomo, -.Juarcl. L 
Bl&:erlGDt 015:-tOD 

81BMtPl'S O<ll!IIDBD 
Ploke"t• ft•Jr 23'8971 
Coppmabarger1 1'•l'AOD I• 28,8881 
l>li•ooll, Barolcl &t 2S'890I Ln•. 11an7 a. 21'89'6 
B~lY!k, l•eza ll. 
•••• Juob 
BnJq• O~ Be . 
G11gallon, J11olaae1 
Oo:mwall, Cllttor4 
•tl•• n111 .. & 

' Dingfelder. Heman J. 
Wagner, Walter s. 

OOBPOIWB 
Plokel, A1l•-1n B. 
CU'fele9 SteTe 
Call, Je8eph 
PSnkb&w, Cbarl• We 
K'1'• ... 81r.t • Lold.a 
Qoclt~. Bcbra1'4 
Jleaelq, Gha L. 
b9e1'11rg. Jll:rbert CJ. 
Clrow:r, ft1hrl0Jc :r.. 
!bla , ••• o .... JI. 
Call•hm, Sqoi..n Be 
JoJmacm, l'lal Le 
l>•l.,, Cbarl•• ~. 
A"1•1cm, Ilario.• B. 
•Jal•, 1'1111 .. -· 
JlaDli:tt. wtlllaa J. 
o...,.,-....A. 
Jlt•Dk, iT .. •• W. 
B•IWA14, Willi., 
J4ttle, 1181••• -· 
CeoJann. B-ltoztt. L 
Blltln•cm, Qeorp I• 
a .... .JoJm L · 
0 ... ,,1, JlaJiD '· 

... 

• 

• 



QBAllJJBUBI 
JIMat, Jlarth\ »• 
Lttolal1e14, l•l'Ul 
81gu:r4.8011, B•ftri Oe 
an.er, Jl&bllall JI. 
llacmet ft'llk' V• 
Wi9De, Btmlq p. 
Je:rmaD, a>be~ o. 
J>lll&l'd., Bram Be 
Bal4w1n, Be•~ .. 111 lie 
Belooab, ST•zmett ! 
Den4aa, Phillip JI. 
Ba4•0A· ll&ftl 
lats, In. L• 
-~·· Al.lien J. J~. 
Olr•a, Bllgh J.. 

COOKS 
P1er80D1 - Ce 
,.._,~.. Jolla 11. 
Baker, CUttoN. 
Boh•PP• John 
Oarl.,n, Jaoeb 
llane••• OlareDo• c. 

PllIY 4BS l'IBS! OLUIS 
Br•n4age, P&lll Be 
fttfq, :rrank c. 
Qrodic *!. , ftltiik 
B&zttlett~ .Toha B· 
Hanllton., il9%sa4er L• 
Lq4tm. 1'1111811 '· 
Jlaber, BdJlmn4 B. c 
Keeo•• Geo191e M/ 
Pr81rds1k, vornea 
SpaiJL1 Cb9ater Be • 
8,p&141:ng, Growr o 

• 

• 

2868867 
284.890'1 
814.8878 
23'8980 
IM8888 
2M8917 

2848884 
2348909 
548911 
234.8880 
2&'8911 
2348940 
&'348916 
2348961 
m489'11 
Zi48872 
2848986 

PBIYIDS -
Barber, llarol4 L 
!alltm, Walter De . 
Clark, J_..a a. 
Coate,~!. 
Couo}nen, JlOWU'4 We 
:rNnoh, BA'bet A. 
Gro4cm, Bntt n L 
Barlow, Peter 
Beak•'• Blll81 
Boo4, -r Lt 
JIOftlm4. -]CJZ- B. 
BMa,er, B.,A>n4 Ke 
J.,._• Obarl• 
DafaJ.1, Upr Le 
i.rnr. ~ow · 
KoCltama~ Obarle8 Be 
Jlol'&rlan4, 11&1'17 w. 
lloint11'9; ftllmr Be 
•1xon, 11111 .. B. 
:lo1;graa•• Job B. 
Oleacm., Berl JM 
Parkar, Je•• L. 
Pettit, BtMrard Be 
Plokel, 1881 
llnnle, Cl&NDoe Le 
Boabeok:, John :a. 
Boha:rMLr, Ou97 
So11.r17, Rlliam J. 
!cmlolo, iTllatlno 
U'terbaoit. il'be9t B. 
Wenner,· B4wa1'4 J.• 

MllDICAL DIPAJlPlllLii'l 

SBBJRO! 
Carson, LewS.1 w. 

COBPOBAL 
OlemeJUI, !:bomu L 

PBIVA'N J'IBIR OT.ASS 

1671181 

23S19U 

Jleleon, Boben Be 8'51982 
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