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PREFATORY NOTE

HE illustrative narratives quoted in the fol-
lowing pages are selected partly from the
Proceedings, but mainly from the unpublished
Fournal of the Society for Psychical Research.
I desire to acknowledge the courtesy which has
placed these materials at my disposal.
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The Naturalisation of the Supernatural






THE NATURALISATION OF
THE SUPERNATURAL

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTORY

11 has been widely felt that the present is an opportune time for
making an organised and systemalic attempt to smvestigate that
large group of debatable phenomena designated by suckh terms as
mesmeric, psychical, and spirstualistsc.

From the recorded testimony of many compelent witnesses, past
and present, sncluding observations recently made by scientsfic men
of eminence in various countrics, there appears to be, amid much
delusion and deception, an smportant body of remarkable phe-
nomena, which are prima facie snexplicable on any generally
recognised Rypothesis, and which, if sncontestably established,
would be of the highest possible value.

The task of examining such residual phenomena has often been
undertaken by sndsvidual effort, but never hitherto by a scientific
society organised on a sufficiently broad basts.

The above extract from the original prospectus
of the Society for Psychical Research, issued in
1882, shows the spirit in which it entered on its
investigations, the aim which it set before itself,
and the methods by which it was proposed to

pursue this aim.
I



2 Introductory

The title which I have chosen for the present
book, “ The Naturalisation of the Supernatural,”
describes in popular language the object aimed at.
The facts which the Society proposed to investigate
stood, and some still stand, as .aliens, outside the
realm of organised knowledge. It proposed to ex-
amine their claim to be admitted within the pale.
And it is important to recognise that whether we
found ourselves able to accept the credentials of
these postulants for recognition, or whether we felt
ourselves compelled to reject them as undesirables,
the aim which the Society set before itself would
equally be fulfilled. In undertaking the enquiry
we did not assume to express any opinion before-
hand on the value of the evidence to be examined.
Whatever the present bias of individual members
towards belief or disbelief, it will not, I think, be
charged against us, by any one who dispassionately
studies the results published in the earlier volumes
of the Proceedings and in the book, Phantasms of
the Living, in which the case for telepathy was first
set before the public, that any private preposses-
sions were allowed to pervert the methods of the
enquiry. To ascertain the facts of the case, at
whatever cost to established opinions and pre-
judices, has been the consistent aim of the Society
and its workers. If some of our investigations have
resulted in the detection of imposture, the discovery
of unsuspected fallacies of sense and memory, and
the general disintegration of some imposing struc-
tures built upon too narrow foundations; whilst
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others have revealed the occurrence of phenomena
which neither chance nor fraud nor fallacy of sense
can plausibly explain, and for which the present
scientific synthesis has as yet found no place, it is
pertinent to remember that the investigators have
been the same, the methods pursued the same, and
the object in all cases was simply the discovery of
the truth.

There is another point to be made clear. The
prospectus just cited speaks of an *organised and
systematic” investigation. It was characteristic of
the Society in the first few years that its methods
of work were elaborated and the canons of evidence
laid down in committee ; and that the greater part
of the actual work, whether of experimental investi-
gation or merely of weighing and analysing reports
made by contributors, was again done in concert.
It may be admitted that the leading investigators
were attracted to the enquiry mainly in the hope
of finding empirical evidence for the existence of
the soul after death. So long as the collection and
appraisal of evidence was a joint work, there were
no grounds for thinking that the existence of this
hope in any way biassed our reception of the evi-
dence or the scope of the conclusions based upon
it. But after the preliminary survey which oc-
cupied the first few years of the Society’s existence,
the need for concerted action was no longer so
urgently felt. Different portions of the field at-
tracted different workers ; and the results of individ-
ual investigations in the outlying regions show
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marked divergences of opinion. Wherever this
divergence exists, I shall endeavour to sum up the
evidence as fairly as I can: but it must be re-
membered that the conclusions set down are my
own, for which my colleagues are in no way
responsible.

Another misconception of the nature ot our
work should perhaps be referred to. It is objected,
of recent years, by some scientific critics that the
Society for Psychical Research has no justification
for its existence. Some of the phenomena which
it investigates, say these critics, are subject-matter
for the psychologist or the physicist; the remain-
der can be left to the police court. The best justi-
fication for our work is that it is now possible for
such a contention to be put forward. Twenty-five
years ago the psychologist and the physicist showed
no eagerness to come forward; and even the in-
terference of the police court was intermittent, and
frequently ill advised. The phenomena which we
have investigated have proved no doubt to be
heterogeneous, but until they were investigated
their relations could not be discovered. It is ob-
vious now that some of them can be subsumed
under existing branches of science. But, to take
an illustration, until some disposition is shown by
medical men or professional psychologists to under-
take the task of investigating the hallucinations of
the sane, it is surely premature to brand the inves-
tigators of the Society for Psychical Research as
usurpers. A brief survey, however, of what has
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actually been done will make the position clearer.
The phenomena to be investigated by the Society
were roughly classified in 1882 under five heads:

1. An examination of the nature and extent of any in-
fluence which may be exerted by one mind upon another,
apart from any generally recognised mode of perception.

2. The study of hypnotism, and the forms of so-called
mesmeric trance, with its alleged insensibility to pain;
clairvoyance, and other allied phenomena.

3. A critical revision of Reichenbach’s researches
with certain organisations called sensitive,” and an
inquiry whether such organisations possess any power
of perception beyond a highly exalted sensibility of the
recognised sensory organs,

4. A careful investigation of any reports, resting on
strong testimony, regarding apparitions at the moment of
death, or otherwise, or regarding disturbances in houses
reputed to be haunted.

5. An inquiry into the various physical phenomena
commonly called spiritualistic ; with an attempt to dis-
cover their causes and general laws.

The inquiry under heading 3 proved inconclu-
sive : but there seems now little room for doubt
that the phenomena reported by Reichenbach were
due in the main to unconscious suggestion, a fruit-
ful and until recent years insufficiently recognised
source of error in all investigations in this obscure
region. The inquiries under headings 1, 4, and 5
are still proceeding ; and the results so far reached
will be set forth in the chapters which follow. But
the study of hypnotism (2) has been practically
abandoned of recent years by the lay members of
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the S. P. R., precisely because it has been claimed
by medical men, who both by their education and
their opportunities are better qualified for its prose-
cution. But in 1882 no English doctor who cared
for his reputation had a good word to say for hyp-
notism ; and on the continent its chief, almost its
only exponent was Liébeault, an obscure practi-
tioner in a small provincial town. The attitude of
the scientific world to the subject may be inferred
from the fact that in drafting the Society’s pro-
spectus it was thought necessary to class hypnotism
amongst “debatable phenomena,” and to write,a gen-
eration after Esdaile and Braid, of the “alleged in-
sensibility to pain ” in the *“ mesmeric ” trance. That
within the last decade or so the facts of hypnotism
have begun to find acceptance with British medical
men is no doubt partly due to the experimental
work begun by Edmund Gurney and the writings of
Frederic Myers, and later to the adoption of hyp-
notic suggestion in medical practice by Dr. Milne
Bramwell, Dr. Lloyd Tuckey, and other members
of the Society.

The investigations under headings 1, 4, and 5 of
the prospectus are, as already said, still proceeding.
And in the course of its existence the Society has
found many subjects to investigate of a cognate
character, though not actually included in the
original scheme. A committee of the Society, for
instance, of which Dr. Hodgson was the leading
member, examined and exposed the pretended
marvels of Mme. Blavatsky and the early Theo-
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sophists, and Professor Barrett has by his exhaustive
researches made out a strong case for the use of
the divining-rod in finding underground water. But
the most important of the investigations undertaken
by the Society is that connected with Thought
Transference, or Telepathy, as it has been happily
named by the late F. W. H. Myers. The subject
is important because of its wide scope ; if the prin-
ciple of a new mode of communication is once ac-
cepted an extensive range of phenomena can be
explained. It is important also, as will be shown
below, because of its possible implications.

The belief in telepathy has, it should be pre-
mised, a distinguished pedigree—a pedigree which
it shares with the doctrine of gravitation. It is as
old as the days when Chaldean shepherds, watch-
ing the stars by night, essayed to read therein the
revelation of the Divine Will and to forecast the
destiny of human kind. From these nightly vigils
came the fruitful conception of an invisible influ-
ence radiating from the heavenly bodies—an influ-
ence potent for good and evil, yet transcending the
limitations of mortal senses. At the hands of the
later alchemists—Paracelsus and his successors—
this conception received a remarkable extension.
Not the stars only, but all substances in the uni-
verse, they taught, radiate influence and receive
influence in turn. Especially was this true of man,
for man is the true microcosm—* Man containeth
in himself,” says Fludd, ‘ no otherwise his heavens,
circles, poles, and stars than the great world doth.”

?



8 Introductory

Man, above all other substances, and above all
other living things, was perpetually acting upon his
fellows by means of this invisible effluence.

Star vibrates light to star, may soul to soul
Strike through some finer element of her own.

This natural action and reaction could, the al-
chemists taught, be strengthened in particular cases
by the exercise of will-power, by the practice of
medicine, and by magical arts. “By the magic
power of the will,” Paracelsus writes, ‘“a person
on this side of the ocean may make a person on
the other side hear what is said on this side . . .
the ethereal body of a man may know what another
man thinks at a distance of 100 miles and more.”
A later mystic, the Scottish physician Maxwell, as-
serts that the physician who has learnt to influence
his patient’s vital spirits can cure that patient’s
disease at any distance by invoking the aid of the
universal spirit.

This conception of an influence which emanates
from all things in the universe, but from human
bodies in particular, was popularised by that genius
among quacks, Franz Antoine Mesmer. Many
of Mesmer's followers in France, Germany, and
England proved, or thought they proved, that
there did indeed radiate such an invisible healing
effluence from the mesmerist to his patient. The
proof was chiefly exhibited in the power of the
mesmerist—or hypnotiser, as we should now call
him—to send his subject into the trance or to
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cause him, by mere force of will, to approach from
a distance.

A very curious result of this supposed reciprocal
influence of mesmerist and subject was demonstrated
in the forties by some of our English mesmerists.
The entranced subject, it was shown, would fre-
quently be able to share the sensations of his mes-
merist, to taste what he was eating, or to feel what
he was feeling. The manifestations of this curious
faculty—the existence of which, whatever its explan-
ation, has been confirmed by later experiment—
are sometimes extremely ludicrous. In the hypnotic
sleep it is as a rule quite easy to make the subject
insensible to pain. I have seen a youth in this
condition who suffered gladly the most injurious
attacks upon his own person—who would allow his
hair to be pulled, his ears pinched, his fingers even
to be scorched by lighted matchcs. But the same
youth would the next moment indignantly resent
the slightest injury inflicted upon his hypnotiser,
who would all the time be standing at the other
end of the room.

Professor Barrett was in the present generation
the first to reproduce experimental results similar
to those recorded by Elliotson and his contempo-
raries, and his lead has since been followed by many
others. But the later experiments have been con-
ducted under much stricter conditions. It is com-
paratively easy to exclude deliberate fraud: the
real difficulty lies in the fact that the hypnotic sub-
ject—and experiments of this kind are found to
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succeed best with hypnotised persons—is extremely
susceptible to suggestion of any kind. And his
susceptibility is frequently increased by hyperas-
thesia of the special senses, especially the sense
of hearing. The strictest precautions are neces-
sary, therefore, in all experiments conducted
at close quarters, to ensure that no information
shall reach him through the look, the gesture,
or even the breathing of the bystander. In the
cases cited in the next chapter the conditions of
the experiment have been briefly indicated, but
the reader is in all cases recommended to study
the fuller records given in the publications of
the Society.

There remains the question as to the nature of
the transmission. When I tell a piece of news to
a friend, a psychical state in me produces a corre-
sponding psychical state in him. But we recognise
that the psychical process proceeds parz passu with
a physical process. The tension in my nerve cen-
tres provokes to action my organs of speech, which
give rise to aerial waves, which in turn produce a
physical change in my friend’s ears and so ulti-
mately in his brain. Can any corresponding chain
of physical causation be traced when the news
is conveyed telepathically? So far as the experi-
ments at close quarters are concerned, when the
two parties are separated by a few feet or yards
only, there is no difficulty in conceiving that the
entire process may be susceptible of expression in
physical terms, V/e have at either end of the



Introductory 11

chain a physical event—the changes in the cere-
bral tissues which are presumed to correspond to
every act of thought or sensation. And it is not
without interest to note in this connection that the
arrangement of some of the nerve cells in the
brain bears a superficial resemblance to the ar-
rangement of the particles in the “coherer” used
for the reception of the message in wireless tele-
graphy. Again,

Rontgen has familiarised us [says Sir William Crookes] with
an order of vibrations of extreme minuteness compared with
the smallest waves with which we have hitherto been ac-
quainted, and of dimensions comparable with the distances
between the centres of the atoms of which the material uni-
verse is built up: and there is no reason to suppose that we
have here reached the limit of frequency. It is known that
the action of thought is accompanied by certain molecular
movements in the brain, and here we have physical vibrations
capable from their extreme minuteness of acting direct
on individual molecules, while their rapidity approaches
that of the internal and external movements of the atoms
themselves.'

No such connection between thinking brains has
been proved of course ; but we have here a mechan-
ism apparently sufficient for the purpose : sufficient
at any rate to meet the objection urged by some
that the establishment of telepathy would dislocate
our entire conception of the physical universe. Nor
does the fact that only certain persons, apparently,
are affected by the telepathic impulse present any
serious difficulty. For the brain of both agent and

! Presidential address to the British Association, Sept., 1898.
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percipient may conceivably, on the analogy of wire-
less telegraphy, be set to transmit and receive only
vibrations of a certain amplitude. A more formid-
able objection is found in the action of the force at
a distance. For successful experiment, it seems
necessary, in most cases, that the two parties should
be in the same room. In afew experimental cases,
however, as we shall see, the distance over which the
transmission must be presumed to have operated
extends to twenty miles or more. And in some of
the best evidenced cases of spontaneous apparitions
the agent and percipient were half the world apart.!
If, however, the transmission is effected by ethereal
vibrations, the force diminishing, as in the case of
other physical energies, in the ratio of the square
of the distance, it is difficult to conceive how an
impulse which in some of our experiments can
barely produce its effect at a distance of a few
yards, should even under the most favourable cir-
cumstances, when the disturbance is presumably of
a much more massive character, prove sufficiently
intense to bridge a gulf of thousands of miles. Sir
W. Crookes hazards the suggestion that * intense
thought concentrated towards a sensitive with
whom the thinker is in close sympathy may induce
a telepathic chain of brain waves along which the
message of thought can go straight to its goal
without loss of energy due to distance.”? But he

! See, ¢. g., case No. 37 where the agent was in Dublin and the percipient
in Tasmania.
% Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. xii., p. 352.
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indicates that the suggestion is almost a forlorn
hope by asking further—* Is it inconceivable that
our mundane ideas of space and distance may be
superseded in these subtile regions of unsubstantial
thought where ‘near’ and ‘far’ may lose their
usual meaning?” The difficulty is indeed so great
as to induce some thinkers to suggest that the
psychical process may be without a physical paral-
lel—that the connection between the two psychical
states may conceivably be found in the psychical
world alone.!

But after all such a conclusion rests entirely upon
a negation—our present inability to conceive of an
explanation. And that inability the progress of
scientific research may at any time remove, as has
happened again and again in the past in the case of
similar problems which at one time seemed equally
secure against explanation in physical terms. The
phenomena of animal life were not so very long
ago held to stand outside the physical world : the
very substances of which our tissues are composed
were supposed to owe some of their physical pro-
perties to a principle of vitality. But chemists can
now build up, out of the bricks and mortar of the
dead world, many of these once mysterious organic
compounds. They have not yet, it is true, built up

! This was, so far as I can gather, the view held by Mr, Myers (see
Human Personality, especially vol. i., p. 8, ** this direct and supersensuous
communion of mind with mind ”’). See also Report of the Committee on
the Census of Hallucinations (Proceedings, vol. x., p. 27) and the Presi.
dential address to the Society by Mr. A. J. Balfour, Proceedings, vol. x., p.

9-IL.
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the cathedral of life, even in the humblest proto-
zodn ; but all architects must have time to learn
their trade. Again, the activities of man, especially
those activities which are accompanied by con-
sciousness and will, were also for long thought to
be outside the physical world. But the case is so
far altered that the burden of proof is now shifted
to the other side. The philosopher who claims to
interpolate a psychical link in the chain of physical
processes which connects nerve-stimulus with ac-
tion has to meet the challenge of the physiologist.

We have grounds for hoping, then, that, if we are
content to wait, the difficulties in the way of a
physical explanation of telepathy may ultimately
diminish. And meanwhile the hypothesis of tele-
pathy is in no worse case than is, or was until re-
cently,! the hypothesis of gravitation. The energy
which causes weight conforms to the law of the in-
verse square ; but the only physical explanations of
its action which have been suggested are so cum-
brous and involve such large assumptions as to
be little more than curiosities of speculation. On
the other hand, we have little difficulty in conceiv-
ing of a mechanism by which telepathy could oper-
ate; the difficulty is to account for the energy not
diminishing more rapidly as the distance increases.
But, after all, is it inconceivable that the energy,
when it is liberated under the most favourable cir-

1 Possibly the recent discovery that atoms are not afomic, and that their
constituent parts may, under certain circumstances, move freely through
space, may facilitate the acceptance of a corpuscular theory of gravitation.
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cumstances, may suffice to produce the effects re-
ported in the spontaneous cases referred to?

At any rate we can but wait until the further
progress of research, not necessarily in this field
alone, may throw some light upon the problem.



CHAPTER 11

EXPERIMENTAL THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE

NUMEROUS experiments in the transmission

of ideas and sensations have been carried on
during the twenty-five years which have elapsed
from the foundation of the Society for Psychical
Research, by committees of the Society, by individ-
ual members or groups of members, and by vari-
ous Continental students of the subject. Records
of many of them will be found scattered through
the Society’s Proceedings and Journals. By far
the most important of these investigations, how-
ever, are those conducted at Brighton by the late
Professor and Mrs. Sidgwick, and later by Mrs.
Sidgwick and Miss Alice Johnson, assisted by Mr.
G. A. Smith, in the years 1889-1891. The per-
cipients were several youths, aged about twenty to
twenty-five, and later a young woman employed in
a shop.

The experiments were carried on whilst the per-
cipients were in the hypnotic sleep, the hypnotiser
and agent being Mr. G. A. Smith. For a full
record of the experiments, details of the precau-
tions taken, and an analysis of the answers given,
the reader is referred to the articles in Proceedings,
vols. vi. and viii. It is impossible here to do

16
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more than briefly summarise the conditions and
the results.

The main object of the experiments was to deter-
mine the fact of the transmission of ideas and
sensations by other than the ordinary sensory
channels ; and for this purpose a form of experi-
ment was chosen which made it possible effectually
to eliminate the operation of chance coincidence as
an explanation of the results. The effectiveness
of the precautions taken to prevent information
passing between agent and percipient by normal
means will be discussed later. In the main series
of experiments a set of small wooden counters,
used in a game called Lotto, were employed. The
counters, eighty-one in number, bore the numbers
from 10 to go inclusive, stamped in raised letters
on their face. After the subject had been hyp-
notised, one of the counters was drawn at ran-
dom from a bag, and handed to Mr. Smith inside
a small box, in such a position that it was impos-
sible for the subject, even if his eyes had been
open, which was generally not the case, to see it.
Mr. Smith—who in the course of the long series of
experiments occupied various positions with rela-
tion to the subject, sometimes in front, sometimes
behind or at the side’—would look intently at the
number, and the percipient would state his impres-
sion. The total number of trials under these con-
ditions with two percipients, young men named P.

! The position in each experiment is indicated in the published report.
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and T., was 617. The correct number was given
in 113 cases, the digits being given, however, in
reverse order in 14 out of the 113 cases! If
the coincidences were due to chance alone the
most probable number would have been 8. That
is, it is proved beyond all possibility of doubt
that in this particular series of experiments the suc-
cess attained was due to some definite and uniform
cause. In other words, if it can be conclusively
shown that the percipient could not have obtained
knowledge of the numbers by the ordinary pro-
cesses of sensation, due allowance being made for
the hyperasthesia, especially of hearing, frequently
met with in hypnotised subjects, the results point
unmistakably to the existence of some hitherto
unrecognised mode of communication. It is this
hypothetical mode of communication which has
been provisionally named Telepathy or Thought
Transference.

It seems certain that the percipients, for the rea-
sons already given, could not have seen the figures.
It is not in fact difficult in such experiments to
exclude the operation of sight. But it is a much
more difficult matter to ensure that a hint of the
number chosen shall not be given to the percipient
by subconscious whispering or even, conceivably,
by rhythmical movements of the agent’s body. And
the fact that when a curtain was interposed between
the agent and percipient, or when they were placed

! Further, g of the successful cases are recorded as having been *to
some extent second guesses.”
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in separate rooms, success became much more un-
certain, and the percipient in some cases received
no impression at all, seemed from this point of view
extremely suspicious. The actual number of suc-
cesses obtained under the conditions last named
with the best percipient, P., was only 8 out of
139 trials—a number much greater than the prob-
able number if chance alone operated, but propor-
tionately much smaller than the number obtained
when the same agent and percipient were together
in one room, without any obstacle intervening.!
With the other percipient, T., only one success
was obtained in 79 trials. It became therefore
important to determine whether the unsuccessful
trials showed any tendency to confuse a number
with the number most like it in sound or next in
sequence. Thus, if the numbers were subcon-
sciously muttered by the agent we should ex-
pect to find that the percipient, when he went
wrong, would give 4 for 5, 6 for 7, and vice versa.
On the other hand, if the agent subconsciously
counted the numbers, he would obviously count the
digits separately, and we should expect to find, in
the unsuccessful guesses, traces of miscounting—
7 or 9 would be given for 8, etc. In the ac-
companying analysis of the guesses of one of
the percipients on his “successful ” days (7. e., the
days with at least 3 successes), we find no trace
of the operation of either of the suggested causes.

} Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. vi., p. 155.
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Thus, to take as an illustration a digit with which
a small degree of success was obtained, 6 was
named correctly only 14 times out of 37, but the
21 incorrect guesses are distributed pretty uni-
formly over all the other digits, from o to g.!

P.’s GUESSES ALONE ON SUCCESSFUL DAyYs, MR. SMITH BEING IN THE
SAME RooM wiITH HIM.

" Numbers Guessed, )
it 1
525 rl 21 32| ¢ 5| 6} 7| &| 9| o é g:g [-"5
‘ @
—_—
7 7] » ¢| 5| 7 2| 2| 2 1 43
2 rlr1g4) 5| 2 . r| 3z 26
37 2| &8lar| 3| 3 2| 71 32| - 2 46
4 P 6|2z ]| 2| 3| 2| 2| 3| = 2 P
5 1| 2| ¢| 4116 3l sl 3| ¢ 46
6 2| 2| 2| ¢]| 2al14] 2| 3| 2] 3 37
7 Iy ¢ 1 1| ¢ 4137 | 3 45
& 1| 1| &) 2| 3 Sla|..| 2 3 4
9 7 r| x| 1| 1| 2|22| 2 7 ar
o 2| ¢| 2| 2| 2| 2| 2|..].. -4 2z
g,‘;zlé FI| 41 |52 (46 |37 | 28| 46 |40 |24 | 17| 14 || 576

It is scarcely conceivable, if the successful results
were actually due to hearing a faint whisper or
other intimation under conditions of extreme diffi-

! Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. vi., p. 166.
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culty, that the failures should not show some clear
indications of imperfect hearing.!

Nevertheless it seemed desirable on all accounts
to have further trials with the agent and percipient
in different rooms. The experiments were accord-
ingly continued in the following year, 18go. Two
hundred and fifty-two trials were made with Miss
B. at a distance from the agent, Mr. Smith. In
148 of these trials Miss B. was placed in an upper

1 So far as I am aware the only serious criticism of the results quoted is
that which is contained in an article by Messrs. Hansen and Lehmann of
Copenhagen, published some ten years ago (Wund!'s Phil. Studiem, vol.
xi., pt. 4). The authors show that it is possible for information to be con-
veyed from one person to another by whispering with closed /ips—a possibil-
ity of which the experimenters in 1889 were not aware. Messrs. Lehmann
and Hansen made a series of experiments in the transference of numbers
under these conditions, the one acting as *‘ agent,” the other as ‘‘ percip-
ient.” As a substitute for the hyperesthesia commonly found in hypnotised
subjects, the Danish experimenters placed their heads in the foci of two
concave spherical mirrors, the distance between the foci being two metres,
Under these conditions they attained considerable success. They argued,
further, that their failures showed such remarkable correspondences with
the failures in the Sidgwick experiments—part of which are given in the table
quoted in the text—as to suggest a common cause for the two sets of results.
Professor Sidgwick (Proceedings, vol. xii., pp. 298-315) has examined very
closely the arguments of the Danish investigators. The question of uncon.
scious whispering, he points out, had been expressly considered, and the
reasons for believing that it had not operated given in full. The attempt
of the Danish investigators to show a correspondence between the results
obtained by them and those obtained by the S. P. R, investigators breaks
down. As a matter of fact the correspondences are not more numerous than
those obtained by pure chance. Professor Lehmann himself has since
admitted the force of Sidgwick's counter-argument, and agrees that his
theory is not yet established (see his letter to Professor W. James, quoted
in the Yournal, S. P. R., 1899, p. 115). In any case it must be admitted
that it would be extremely difficult to explain by a combination of uncon-
scious whispering and hyperxsthesia of hearing the results quoted below,
in which agent and percipient were in different rooms, with door or ceiling
intervening.
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room, Mr, Smith being in the lower room, sep-
arated from the room above by a match-board ceil-
ing and a wooden flooring covered with a thick
Axminster carpet. In 148 trials there were 20
complete successes. Thirty-three trials with the
positions reversed yielded no success. In 71 fur-
ther trials Mr. Smith was seated in the passage
in Mrs. Sidgwick’s lodgings in Brighton, Miss
Johnson sitting between him and the closed door.
Miss B. was in the room at a total distance from
the agent varying from 12 to 17 feet. Under these
conditions 7 complete successes were obtained.!
Thus in 252 trials there were 27 complete suc-
cesses—a number, of course, far beyond the pos-
sible scope of chance. But 146 trials during the
same period with Miss B. and Mr. Smith in the
same room showed 26 complete successes. Clearly
therefore the slight difference in conditions mate-
rially affected the results. In view of the startling
results obtained over much greater distances in
some later experiments, and in the cases of spon-
taneous telepathy to be quoted hereafter, it is diffi-
cult to understand how a slight increase in distance,
or the interposition of such obstacles as ceilings and
doors, could really prejudice the physical process of
transmission. The explanation of the difficulty is
possibly, as Mrs. Sidgwick suggests, to be sought

) Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. viii., p. 540. In all the cases quoted I have
for the sake of simplicity omitted to give the cases in which one digit only
was correctly named and in its right order. The complete successes show
such overwhelming odds against chance alone as the cause, that the addition
of these partial successes would hardly add anything to the demonstration.
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in the psychological conditions. On the one hand,
the parties to the experiments, because of the novel
conditions, were probably not so sanguine of suc-
cess. On the other hand, the greater tediousness
of experiments conducted under such conditions
would be likely to operate unfavourably. It must
be recorded that in nearly four hundred trials with
the same percipient, Miss B., the agent being in an-
other house, or separated from the percipient by
two closed doors and a passage, practically no
success was obtained.?

Another series of experiments conducted during
the same period by Mrs. Sidgwick and Miss John-
son is valuable as illustrating the transference of a
complicated impression—an imaginary scene. The
general conditions were the same as in the experi-
ments already described. The subject of the pic-
ture would be selected by one of the experimenters
and communicated in writing to Mr. Smith who
would then visualise the idea suggested. The
other experimenter, who would as a rule be left
in ignorance of the subject chosen, would sit by
the percipient and, if necessary, question him on
what he saw. One of the most successful per-
cipients was P., the young man already referred
to. Two illustrations may be quoted. The first
experiment was made on July g, 1891.

No. 1

P.’s eyes were not opened and he was told that what he would

Y Proceedings, S. P, R., vol. viii., p. 547.
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see would be a magic-lantern picture. (This idea was sug-
gested to us by Whybrew, who had imagined earlier in the
same day that he was seeing magic-lantern pictures when Mr.
Smith was trying to transfer mental pictures to him.) Mr.
Smith made him see the sheet and then went down-stairs with
Miss Johnson and was asked by her to think of an eagle pur-
suing a sparrow. Mrs. Sidgwick, who remained upstairs with
P., in a few minutes induced him to see a round disk of light
on the imaginary lantern sheet and then he saw in it “some-
thing like a bird ” (?) which disappeared immediately. He
went on looking (with closed eyes of course) and presently
thought he saw “something like a bird—something like an
eagle.”” After a pause hesaid : ““ I thought I saw a figure there
—I saw 5. The bird’s gone. I see 5 again, now it’s gone.
The bird came twice.” Mr. Smith then came up-stairs, and
P. had another impression of an eagle. He was told that the
eagle was right and there was something else besides, no hint
being given of what the other thing was. He then said that
the first thing he *“ saw was a little bird—a sparrow perhaps—
he could not say—about the size of a sparrow ; then that dis-
appeared and he saw the eagle. He had told Mrs, Sidgwick
so at the time.”

In the next case, with the same percipient, the
desired picture could not be elicited without a small
amount of prompting. The subject set to Mr.

Smith was ‘ The Babes in the Wood.”
No. 2

To begin with P. sat with closed eyes, but when no impres-
sion came, Mr. Smith opened his eyes without speaking, and
made him look for the picture on a card. After we had
waited a little while in vain, Mr. Smith said to him : * Do you
see something like a straw hat?"” P. assented to this, and
then began to puzzle out something more: “A white apron,
something dark—a child. It can’t be another child, unless



Experimental Thought Transference 25

it 's a boy—a boy and a girl—the boy to the right and the girl
to the left. Little girl with white socks on, and shoes with
straps.” Mr. Smith asked : “ What are they doing? Is it
two children on a raft atsea?” P.‘“No,it’s like trees in the
background—a copse or something. Like a fairy story—like
babes in a wood or something.”

It is interesting to note, in the last case, that the
picture seemed to develop piecemeal, parts of it
being seen before their relation to the whole was
recognised. This characteristic is more marked in
the following case, in which a prominent part of the
picture, though, it would seem, distinctly seen, was
misinterpreted in the first instance. The percip-
ient in this case was Miss B. The subject set was
a satling-boat. Mr. Smith at first sat behind a
screen. At a later stage he came and sat near the
percipient, but without speaking.

No. 3

Miss Johnson, who did not know what the subject of the
nicture was, asked Miss B. whether it was anything like an
animal. Miss B, said : *“ No—got some prong-sort of things—
something at the bottom like a little boat.—What can that be
up in the air ?—Cliffs, I suppose—cliffs in the air high up—its
joining the boat—oh, sails—a sailing-boat—not cliffs—sails.”
This was not all uttered consecutively, but partly in answer
to questions put by Miss Johnson, but as Miss Johnson was
ignorant of the subject of the supposed picture, her questions
could of course give no guidance.

In another case, when the subject set was a cow
being milked, Miss B. succeeded only in seeing a
buffalo! That these imaginary pictures were very
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real to the percipients was clearly shown in many
instances. Here is an account of one of his visions
given by a youth named Whybrew :

No. 4

On July 16th, Mr. Smith himself hypnotised Whybrew, as
usual. , During the experiment he sat by him, but did not
speak to him at all after he knew the subject—a man with a
barrow of fishk—given him by Mrs. Sidgwick. Miss Johnson,
not knowing what the subject was, carried on the conversa-
tion with Whybrew. He said: “It’s the shape of a man.
Yes, there’s a man there. Don’t know him. He looks like a
bloke that sells strawberries.” Miss Johnson asked : * Are
there strawberries there ?’° Whybrew : * That looks like his
barrow there. What's he selling of ? I believe he ’s sold out.
I can't see anything on his barrow—perhaps he’s sold out.
There ain’t many—a few round things. I expect they're
fruit. Are they cherries? They look a bit red. Are n’t they
fish? It don't look very much like fish. If they 're fish, some
of them has n’t got any heads on. Barrow is a bit fishified—
it has a tray on. What colour are those things on the barrow?
They looked red, but now they look silvery.”

Whybrew was rather pleased with this picture,
and asked afterwards whether it was for sale !

No. 5

The next case may serve to illustrate the danger
of excessive culture. The experiment came near
to failure because the percipient, a young man
named Major, had too lofty a conception of the
functions of art. “The subject given was «
mouse in a mouse-trap. Regarding himself as a
man of culture and being generally anxious to ex-
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hibit this, Major asked if it was to be an old master
or a modern ‘pot-boiler.” He was told the latter,
and he then discoursed on ¢ pot-boilers ' and how he
knew all the subjects of them—mentioning two or
three—in a very contemptuous manner. He did
not seem to see anything, however, and appeared
to be expecting to see an artist producing a rapid
sketch. Then, when told that the picture was
actually there, he suddenly exclaimed: ‘Do you
mean that deuced old trap with a mouse? He
must have been drawing for the rat-vermin people.’”

Another interesting series of experiments in the
transference of imagined scenes is recorded by Mrs.
A. W. Verrall, of Cambridge. Mrs. Verrall has
conducted many experiments with H., the agent in
this case, a child (in 1893) between nine and ten
years of age, and has found indications of telepathic
powers, both in H. and herself.

No. 6. From Mrs. A. W. VERRALL

“In the autumn of 1893 we tried to transfer visualised
scenes ; in this I believe myself to have had some slight suc-
cess as percipient with other people. H. and I sat in the
same room, at some distance, back to back ; she thought of a
scene or picture, I looked at the ceiling, described what I
saw, and drew it. There was not complete silence, but no
leading questions were asked, and very few remarks made. I
took down at the time, on one occasion [Experiment (d)
given below], every word that was said, and am sure that no
sort of hint is given by H., other than the inevitable one of
satisfaction or disappointment, of which I am conscious,
though it is not expressed. After my description and draw-
ing were complete, H. made rough outlines in some cases
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where her description was not definite enough to please
her. She did this before seeing my drawings. We have
made in all seven attempts, besides two where I had no im-
pression of any kind. Out of these seven, in two cases H.’s
visualisation was not clear enough to enable her to draw any-
thing, and in these two cases I failed completely. In one
case there may have been a connection between my impres-
sion and H.’s mental picture ; the four remaining cases I will
describe in detail.

(a) My description was as follows :

Darkish centre, perhaps brown ; light or white side pieces ;
like an odd-shaped chandelier or a gigantic white butterfly.
Most conspicuous vivid blue background, as if the object
were seen against a bright blue sky. My drawing is repro-
duced on the Plate, marked P. 1.

H.’s picture, in her own words :

Ship leaving Port Gavin, very tall, brown, central mast,
white sails—the whole showing against a brilliant blue sea,
with dark brown rocks on one side. For H.’s drawing, see
Plate, fig. A. 1.

She had seen this on the Cornish coast, when on a visit
without me, and had been struck with the beauty of colour-
ing. She was disappointed at my not seeing the rocks.

(b) My description :

Fat insect—no, child—child with its back to me, and arms
and legs stretched out ; colour reddish brown in the centre ;
shiny bright head, very solid body. (See Plate, fig. P. 2.)

H.’s picture :

Baby—in a passion, standing in the corner with his face
to the wall.

The child in question had very shining, bright hair, much
brighter, as H. said, than his frock, which was white (not
brown). He stood with legs and arms outstretched.

(c) My description :
Large globe on the top of a pillar—base indistinct—cannot
see colour of globe ; it is light, has reflections, is dazzling and
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bright—perhaps an electric light on the top of a pillar. (See
Plate, fig. P. 3.)

H.’s picture :

Sun setting behind point of hill, so that a little notch is
taken out of the disc of the sun by the point of the hill. The
whole scene is distant, lower ranges of hills leading up to the
highest, behind this is the setting sun. Mist over the lower
part. (See Plate, fig. A. 3.)

(d) My description, verbatim. H.’s comments in italics.

Scene, outdoors—colour, green. Yes.

Right hand definite, left hand undefined, ¢. g. on right hand,
mountain or hill, line of trees, house, Which ?

Right hand, hill—green hill, clear outline. Something at
bottom of hill, behind it sea—or before it. Purplish flat sur-
face fills middle of picture. Object (at foot of hill) not nat-
ural—mechanical, geometrical in outline. How large?

Can't seesize ; colour, white and red. No horizontal lines ;
(lines) vertical and aslant.

H.’s picture :

Dieppe as seen from the steamer (six months before; H.’s
first impression of a French town). CIliff sharply defined on
right ; on left, view cut off by the steamer. Red and white
houses below the white cliff in the green hill, all seen across
a dull bluish sea.

I have given the account of this impression in detail be-
cause it illustrates the difficulties which I experience in what
I may call interpretation. The objects present themselves to
my mind as groups of lines, accompanied by an impression of
colour, but there are no external objects for comparison, so that
it is difficult to get any notion of their size—and sometimes, as
in this last case, they appear in succession, so that even their
relative proportions are not easy to determine. The “ object
at the foot of the hill” seemed to be equally likely to be
a house with a red roof and white front, a red waggon with a
white load, or a child’s white pinafore against a red dress. The
only certainties were that the main colours were red and white,
and the general trend of the lines vertical and aslant. The



Experimental Thought Transference 31

description, is, I think, not inaccurate when referred to the
view of Dieppe at the foot of the cliffs. Again, in the third
case, it will be seen that in general outlines the two drawings
are similar, but I interpreted my impressions on too small a
scale when I suggested a globe of electric light carried on a
pillar for what was the sun momentarily resting upon the
hilltop.

The form of these experiments is open to some
objection : and in ordinary cases it might fairly be
suspected that the success attained was partly due
to verbal indications given by the agent, which
had been through forgetfulness omitted from the
record. But with an experimenter so scrupulously
exact as Mrs. Verrall, I am not disposed to think
that allowance of this kind need be made, and it
will probably be conceded that the coincidences are
too striking to be explained as the result of the
natural concurrence of ideas between mother and
child.

In the cases quoted of experiments in the trans-
ference of imaginary scenes it seems clear that the
impression transferred from the agent’s mind, how-
ever indistinct, has been of a visual character.
Sometimes, however, it is the name of the object

V Proceedings, S. P. R. vol. xi., pp. 180-181, Mrs, Verrall has kindly
allowed me to see her original notes of experiment (d) with her rough draw-
ing, made before she learnt from H. the subject set. There is a clear re-
presentation of a hill with scarped cliff-like outlines to the right, and at the
foot three upright parallel lines, with oblique lines above them ; lines repre-
senting a flat surface to the left. I may add that Mrs, Verrall has given
me an account of the two trials described in the text as complete failures.
I should have hesitated to use so strong a term ; in one case at least the
description of Mrs. Verrall's impression, though vague, seems to me not
inconsistent with the scene thought of by the agent,
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which apparently forms the basis of the percipient’s
impression. Well marked instances of this kind of
transference will be found in some experiments by
Mr. H. G. Rawson.! But in experiments of this
kind at close quarters it is extremely difficult to
ensure that information shall not be conveyed,
subconsciously, by muttering or whispering.

For similar reasons I do not think it necessary
to quote here any experiments in the transference
of sensations of smell or taste; many examples of
which are to be found amongst the writings of the
earlier mesmerists. A few experiments of the kind
are also recorded in our Proceedzngs.

Experiments at a Distance

We have no continued series of experiments at
a distance at all comparable in importance to the
Brighton experiments at close quarters. But there
are several cases where the amount of coincidence
seems to be beyond what chance could afford. Dr.
A. S. Wiltse, the agent in the following example,
has sent us records of a series of experiments made
in the course of the year 1892 with Mrs. Wiltse,
his young son, and one or two neighbours. These
experiments, all at close quarters, showed a consid-
erable proportion of successes. The following is
the only experiment made at a distance. One suc-
cessful experiment had been made with Mr. Raseco
as agent in the same room.

1 Pyoceedings, S. P. R., vol. xi., p. 2.
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No. 7. From Dr. WiLTsg, KisMET, MORGAN Co., TENN,
Experiment 28 (Feb., 1891).

A. S. Wiltse, as agent, attempts to produce a certain image
in the mind of T. Raseco, since 10 p.M., distance apart about
200 yards ; both in bed, by appointment, at 9.55 P.M. Agent
fixes upon the image he will produce, so that no possible hint
may be exchanged. Meeting the next morning, they exchange
notes.

Result—A. S. W, attempted to make T. Raseco see an
African jungle, as it would appear at night, with a hunter’s
tent in front, and a tiger glaring out from the jungle. Per-
cipient to see only the glowing eyes, with ill-defined form back
of them.

T. Raseco, the percipient, saw :

A large and dense mass of bushes, apparently rose-bushes,
as there seemed an abundant profusion of roses. In the midst
of this mass appeared two balls of fire, behind which was an
indistinct bulk whickh he could not make out.

(Query : by agent: Why, if the experiment was truly par-
tially successful, as would seem to be the fact, did percipient
see roses in place of palms, saw-palms, etc., which were in my
mind ?) '

The example just quoted was, as said, an isolated
case of experiment at a distance. In the following
case, however, there was a series of eighteen trials,

No. 8. From the REv. A. GLARDON

In 1893 and 1894 the Rev. A. Glardon and a
friend, Mrs. M., agreed to carry on experiments in
the transference of mental pictures at a fixed hour
on certain days ; Mr. Glardon being throughout the
series in Tour de Peilz, Canton Vaud, and Mrs. M.
being first in Florence, then in Torre Pellice, Italy,

! Yournal, S. P. R., Feb., 1896, pp. 199, 200,
3
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and finally in Corsica. Mr. Glardon at the hour
previously arranged would draw a diagram or pic-
ture and concentrate his attention on it; the per-
cipient at the same hour would sit, pencil in hand,
waiting to receive impressions. In four cases, here
reproduced, the percipient’s drawing bore a striking
resemblance to the original diagram. In several

03
ESEDOOIOOIOIDE

other cases there was a resemblance, but less
marked. The amount of correspondence seems on
the whole much beyond what would be produced
by mere association of ideas. It should be added
that, with one exception, the whole of the drawings
made by the percipient on each occasion are repro-
duced. The exception is the experiment marked 10.
The original diagram, as shown, wasa Maltese cross

which the agent notes that he used on January sth and 6th,
1894. The percipient made on January sth, at g.30 p.M., four
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drawings, of which the one most like a Maltese cross is repro-
duced as R. 10, 2. On January 6th at the same hour, she made
four drawings, none of which are at all like the cross. On
January 8th, at 9.30 p.M., she made four drawings, the most
successful of which is reproduced as R. 10,b. On January gth,

0.8 |

R.8

at 9. 30 p.M., she made first two drawings, resembling each other
pretty closely, and added the note, “ same impression as last
time.” One of these is reproduced as R. 10, c. She seems
then to have gone off on an altogether wrong tack, as nine
diagrams of a different character, some of them resembling a

R . ~
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flag or a key, follow. Next she appears to have made a fresh
start, drawing three diagrams, one of which is R. 10, d. To
these she appends the note : * always come back to the same
thing. Probably he has sent nothing.” Finally, on one cor-
ner of the sheet,she draws a Greek key pattern, marked
“ afterwards.”*

0.0 R.10

A—

The two ladies who conducted the experiments
next to be quoted have had considerable success in
previous similar trials. It is to be noted that in
the first of the two cases quoted the transferred im-
pression, if indeed it may be claimed as “trans-
ferred,” was wholly auditory—to wit, fragments of
the word *‘ candlestick ” and the sound of a train.
In the second experiment, however, the impression
was visual. There were four experiments alto-
gether in this series on four successive nights in
December, 1895. In the other two trials the

\ Fournal, S. P. R., 1896, pp. 325-328.
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objects of the experiments were diagrams. One
was a complete failure, the other a partial success.

No. 9.

The agent, Miss Despard, was at Strathmore, Surbiton
Hill Park, Surbiton. She began her letter on December 27,
11.30 P.M., and continued it day by day after the conclusion
of each trial. It was not actually posted until the 3oth, after
the conclusion of the series.

I1.30 P.M.

DeAr K.,—As you know, we agreed a few days ago to try
some experiments in thought-transference—to begin to-night
at 11 p.M.—alternate nights to think of an object and a dia-
gram. So to-night I fixed my attention about 11.4 P.M. On
a brass candlestick with alighted candle in it. I feel the re-
sult will not be very satisfactory, for I found difficulty in con-
centrating my mind, and not having decided previously what
object to think of, I looked over the mantelpiece first and re-
jected two or three things before fixing on the candlestick. A
very noisy train was also distracting my attention, so I won-
der if you will think of that.

December 29th, 11.40 P.M.—I hope this will be more suc-
cessful. I found to-night I could bring up a much clearer
mental picture of the object—a small Bristol ware jug about
six inches high, the lower part being brownish red, of a metal-
lic coppery colour, the upper part having a band of reddish
and light purple flowers of a somewhat conventional rose pat-
tern—handle greenish. I do not think you have seen this jug
as it has been put away in a cupboard and only lately brought
out. I saw the jug chiefly by bright firelight.

The percipient, Miss Campbell, who was in
Heathcote Street, London, W. C., writes on De-
cember 2gth:

DEar R.,—I have nothing very satisfactory to report. I am
sorry to say I quite forgot on the 27th about our projected
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experiments until I was just getting into bed, when I suddenly
remembered, and just then I heard a train making a great
noise, and as 1 have never noticed it like that before I won-
dered if it was one of your trains. I could not fix my mind
on any object, but clock, watch, bath, all flitted past, and the
circle of firelight in the front room ; the only word that came
to me was “sand ” and a sound like £ or ¢ at beginning of a
word (you know I as often hear the name of the object as see
the thing itself). I stopped, for it seemed ridiculous, but you
must have attracted my attention, for just after I stopped I
heard the clock here strike the half hour, and found next
morning it was twenty minutes fast, so when I “suddenly
remembered,” it must have been just after eleven,

December 29, 11.15 p.M.—The first thing that came into
my mind was a sponge, but I think that was suggested by the
sound of water running in the bathroom, and next I had more
distinctly an impression of a reddish metallic lustre, and 1
thought it must be the Moorish brass tray on May’s mantel-
piece : but at last I saw quite distinctly a small jug of a
brownish metallic appearance below, with above a white band
with coloured flowers, lilac and crimson, on it. I can't be
sure what it was like at the top, for that seemed to be in
shadow and seemed to be darkish—perhaps like the bottom,
but I saw no metallic gleam. I don’t remember anything like
this among May’s things, but the impression was so vivid I
describe it.

The distance between agent and percipient in
this series was not less than twelve miles. It is
important to remark that neither lady saw the
account written by the other until after the conclu-
sion of the series of experiments. The original
letters, in their envelopes, have been handed to us,

No. 10. From Miss CLARISSA MILES AND Miss HERMIONE
RAMSDEN

A longer series of experiments was made by two
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ladies in October and November, 1905. The agent
was Miss Miles, living at 59 Egerton Gardens,
London, the percipient was Miss Ramsden, of
Bulstrode, Gerrard’s Cross, Buckinghamshire, about
twenty miles from London. The time of the ex-
periments was fixed by pre-arrangement. There
were fifteen trials in all. Subjoined are records of
five of the trials, selected not merely for their suc-
cess, but as illustrating the conditions of percipi-
ence. In the quotations which follow (A) is the
note made by the agent, Miss Miles, at the time :
(B) is the note made at the time by the percipient,
Miss Ramsden, who was of course in ignorance of
the subject chosen.

Experiment 1
(A) October 18th, 1905. 7 P.M.
SPHINX.

I sat with my feet on the fender, I thought of Sphinx, I
tried to visualize it. Spoke the word out loud. I could
only picture it to myself quite small as seen from a distance,
—C. M.

(B) Wednesday, October 18th, 1go5. 7 P.M.
BULSTRODE, GERRARD’S CRrosS, BUCKS.

I could not visualize, but seemed to feel that you were sit-
ting with your feet on the fender in an arm-chair, in a loose
black sort of tea-gown. The following words occurred to
me :

Peter Evan or 'Eaven (Heaven).
Hour-glass (this seemed the chief idea).
Worcester deal box.

Daisy Millar.



Experimental Thought Transference 41

* x arm socket or some word like it.

x suspension bridge.

x Sophia Ridley.

x soupirer (in French), which I felt inclined to spell sou-
spirer.

There is some word with the letter S. I don’t seem quite
to have caught it.—H. R.

It will be seen that the impression throughout
was auditory, and that there was a gradual approx-
imation to the word Spkinzx.

Experiment VII

(A) October 27th. SPECTACLES.
C. M.
(B) Friday, Oct. 27th. 7 p.M.
“ Spectacles.”

This was the only idea that came to me after waiting a long
time. I thought of ‘‘ sense perception,” but that only confirms
the above. My mind was such a complete blank that I fell
asleep and dreamt a foolish dream (but not about you). At
7.25 I woke with a start.—H. R.

Miss Miles adds that she had been struck earlier
in the day by a curious pair of spectacles, and had
determined to think of them.

Experiment VIII
(A) October 31, 1905. SUNSET OVER ORATORY.
C. M.
(B) Tuesday, October 31, 1905. 7 P. M.
First it was the sun with rays and a face peering out of the
rays. Then something went round and round like a wheel.
Then the two seemed to belong together, and I thought of

! The crosses indicate those impressions which Miss Ramsden marked at
the time as being especially vivid.



42 Experimental Thought Transference

windmill. A windmill on a hill where it was dark and windy
and there were dark clouds. Then it became the Crucifixion,
and I saw the three crosses on the left side of the hill, and the
face on the cross looked to the right, and it was dark. Wind
and storm.

Surely this is right. It is the most vivid impression I have
ever had. I scarcely visualised at all, it was just the faintest
indication possible, but the suggestion was mos¢ vsvid.—H. R.

Miss Miles adds:

I was painting Mr. Macnab, and there was a beautiful sunset
over the Oratory. Mr. Macnab, who was so seated that he
could watch it better than I could, walked to the window and
drew my attention to it. His face became illuminated with
the rays of the sun. It was a very windy, stormy evening, with
weird orange lights in the sky. The sun sets to the left of the
Oratory. From my window I see the central figure, and two
sorts of uprights which look like figures in the dim twilight.
These three objects show out dark against the sky to the left
of the dome, on which there is a gold cross. All this I
visualised the whole evening for Miss Ramsden to see. At
first I could not account for the windmill. I discovered a
weathercock in the distance, on the top of a building.—C. M.

[A photograph of the Brompton Oratory, taken
by Miss Miles from the window of her studio, is

reproduced here. ]
Miss Ramsden adds :

Hitherto we had settled that Miss Miles was to make me
think of a definite object, and I sat down as usual with my
eyes shut, expecting to get a single idea like “spectacles.” I
was very much surprised to see this vision, and believed it
was a picture of the Crucifixion which she was trying to make
me see. I looked for the women watching at the foot of the
cross, and was surprised that I could not see them. This is
curious, because I distinctly saw a figure on the cross, which
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was purely the result of my own imagination. The rays of
the sun and the cross itself appeared for an instant to be
luminous. I cannot exactly say 4ow I saw the rest, but it was
the most vivid impression of the kind that I ever had in my life.

Experiment X

(A) November 2nd. HANDS.
C. M.
(B) Thursday, November 2nd. 7 p.M.

You then went upstairs to your bedroom where there was
no fire, so you put on a warm wrap.

Then I began to visualise a little black hand, quite small,
much smaller than a child’s, well formed, and the fingers
straight. This was the chief thing. Then faintly an eye.
Then W that turned to V, and V turned into a stag’s skeleton
head with antlers. A I Pupsidedownso: vId.... ME
E might be my name. I was not sleepy when I began, yet it
soon became impossible to keep awake. . . . The little black
hand was the most vivid impression. H. R.

Miss Miles adds that she had been drawing an
outline portrait in charcoal during the afternoon.
The sitter states that the part most finished was
the hands.

Experiment XI1T

(A) Monday, November 6th. MARGUERITE TENNANT.
C. M.

(B) Monday, November 6th.

a_——n M T

Thomas? (Saw some of these letters separately, they seemed
to spell Thomas.)

$ HE (He?)
Nothing very vivid to-day.—H. R.
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There was a considerable correspondence in some
of the other experiments in this first series. The
same ladies made a second series of fifteen trials in
October and November, 1906, and here also the
results showed a remarkable correspondence be-
tween the agent’s thoughts and the percipient’s
impressions. The whole record is worth studying
for the light thrown upon the nature of the per-
cipient’s impressions and on the conditions which
apparently favour success in experiments of this
kind.1

As already stated we have reproduced many
of the effects ascribed by the earlier mesmer-
ists to ‘“community of sensation” between the
operator and subject. Amongst other remarkable
effects which may be ascribed to telepathy, are the
inhibition of speaking on the part of the hypnotised
subject by the silent will of the experimenter, and
the production of sleep at a distance. The classic
experiments of this character in recent times are
those conducted by Professor Pierre Janet, Dr.
Gibert, and later by Professor Richet, with
Madame B.?

On the hypothesis of telepathy, the marvel of
sleep at a distance may of course be explained
without recourse to subtle fluids and visibly radiant
will-power. But in the early days of the experi-
menting in this subject carried on by the Society

Y Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. xxi., p. 60.
3 See Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. iv., p. 133 segg.; vol. v., pp. 43-45; Revue
de I' Hypnotisme, February, 1888, etc,
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for Psychical Research it did appear to some of us
for a time that we had obtained proof of an actual
physical efluence from the person of the mesmerist.
It was found possible with certain susceptible
subjects to influence a particular finger, without
the subject’s knowledge, so as to paralyse it and
make it insensitive even to tolerably severe pain.
The subject’s arms would be placed through a
screen in such a manner that it was impossible
for him to know which finger or fingers were
selected for the purpose of the experiment, and
the hypnotiser would then direct his eyes and
hand, at a distance varying from a few inches
to a few feet, towards the finger selected. If the
experiment was successful—and it generally was
so—the desired result would follow in a minute
or two.

In explanation of this remarkable result, Mr.
Gurney was inclined to assume a direct physical
influence from the operator’s hand affecting lo-
cally the nervous system of the subject: an in-
fluence, moreover, which was conditioned by
the will, since if no result was willed, no result
followed, notwithstanding the presence of the
operator’s hand in close proximity to that of the
subject.

Later experiments, however, by Mrs. Sidgwick
and Miss Johnson have shown that the close prox-
imity of the agent is not an essential condition.
The results can be reproduced at a distance of
twenty-five feet, or when a thick screen of glass is
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interposed. It is more in accordance with analogy
therefore to ascribe the results, like the others dealt
with in this chapter, to an affection of the central
rather than the local nervous system.!

1See Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. i., pp. 257-260; vol. ii., pp. 201-205 ;
vol. iii., pp. 453-459 ; vol. v., pp. 14~17 ; vol. viii., pp. §77-596.



CHAPTER 111

SPONTANEOUS THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE : MIND'S
EYE VISIONS

BEFORE attempting to trace the operation of
telepathy in a wider field it is necessary to
utter a word of warning. The experimental evi-
dence of which a few examples have been cited in
the last chapter constitutes, and must continue to
constitute, the main justification for the assumption
of a new faculty. However calculated to impress
the imagination may be the narratives which fol-
low, they are indefinitely inferior in evidential co-
gency. It was these spontaneous occurrences, with
their dramatic setting, which first drew attention
to the subject and which, indeed, first suggested the
possibility of a new mode of communication be-
tween mind and mind. But it is doubtful how
far such occurrences could in themselves have justi-
fied the belief. The position may be illustrated
from another field of research. So long as the ex-
ponents of the germ theory could support their
position only by arguments derived from the
observed distribution of certain diseases, their man-
ner of propagation and development, their periodic
character—phenomena which, though sufficiently

47
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striking, are not in themselves, perhaps, susceptible
of exact interpretation—the doctrine remained a
more or less plausible hypothesis. It was not until
the germs, whose existence had been so long sus-
pected, were actually isolated in the laboratory, and
on being introduced into other animal bodies had
reproduced the disease, that the association of
certain maladies with the presence of specific
micro-organisms in the body became an accepted
conclusion of science. In both cases the reasons
for the inferior cogency of the arguments derived
from mere observation of spontaneous phenomena
are the same. We cannot, in spontaneous phe-
nomena, so control the conditions as to eliminate
the operation of all possible causes but one; and
we cannot rely so implicitly on the accuracy of
the records. It is the latter circumstance which,
for our present purpose, constitutes the most seri-
ous drawback. In most of the spontaneous cases
here cited, even though it is difficult to satisfy our-
selves in every case that some obscure association
of ideas, some deception of the senses or other un-
recognised cause, may not have contributed to the
result, yet the central incident is as a rule suffi-
ciently striking and unusual to make it practically
certain that the coincidences, if we consider the
cases as a whole, are not due to such ‘accidental ”
causes, provided that we can be sure that the inci-
dent ts corrvectly described. That is really the crux
of the question. The cases of intimation of death
by dream, waking vision or apparition, cited in this
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volume, are in themselves sufficiently numerous, as
a simple calculation will show, to preclude explan-
ation by chance, if no serious error has vitiated the
records.

When Miss Campbell and Miss Despard—to
take an illustration from the preceding chapter—
are occupied, the one in present sensation, the other
in imagination with the same scene, the conditions,
as said, can be effectively controlled. Further, the
experimenters have some experience in recording
their observations : the time of the experiment is
of their own choosing, so that they are not taken
unawares : the records are practically contempora-
neous with the events; each is made before any
knowledge of the other’s experience is forthcoming.
Lastly, both parties are necessarily concerned to be
as accurate as possible in describing their own side
of the experience, since any fanciful embellishment
may impair the accuracy of the correspondence.
But when, to take the strongest case, a man sees
the vision of a friend at the time of his death, we
have no such safeguards to ensure the accuracy
of the record. The vision finds him unprepared
and often unable to appreciate its significance.
Even when the impression produced is such as to
induce the percipient to make a note of the circum-
stance or to write a letter about it before the cor-
respondence with the death is known, it is but
rarely, as the following narratives will show, that
the contemporary record is preserved. When no

note is made, and we have to depend entirely on
4
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the memory of the narrator writing after the fact
of the coincidence is known, there are many
errors from which the most scrupulous of witnesses
can scarcely hope to hold himself altogether free.
Often the percipient’s experience may be coloured
in retrospection by the emotion roused by the news
subsequently received. In any case with the lapse
of time the picture preserved in the memory is
liable to be unconsciously brought more and more
into conformity with the narrator's conception of
what ought to have happened. One by one irrele-
vant details drop out, and confirmatory touches are
added to heighten the tints. As the years pass,
any interval which may have existed between the
vision and the death tends to disappear, and the
two events coalesce, like a binary star, into one.
The result actually presented to us will, in such
cases, bear less resemblance to a photograph than
to a finished picture, in which the crudity and inad-
equacy of the actual are fulfilled by the unconscious
craftsmanship of the imagination. No process is
more difficult to detect and guard against because
it is, for the most part, instinctive, and involves no
conscious departure from good faith. The ability
to tell the exact truth can only, as a rule, be ac-
quired by a severe process of mental discipline.
But it would be easy to exaggerate the import-
ance of these considerations, so far as educated
witnesses are concerned. Narratives written within
a few years of the event, and corroborated by the
testimony of others, may, it is thought, be relied
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upon so far as the central incident is concerned,
even if the details are liable to unconscious embel-
lishment. Moreover, the very nature of the emo-
tion aroused by the incident—as when the death of
a dear friend is concerned—may in itself prove the
strongest incentive to accuracy. Taken as a whole
the reader will probably agree that the narratives
here quoted bear on their face the marks of their
authenticity: the witnesses in most cases have ob-
viously been restrained in narrating their experiences
by a strong sense of responsibility and of reality.
And a comparison of the first-hand narratives here
quoted with each other, and with the second-hand
ghost stories bandied from mouth to mouth in
ordinary social intercourse, will suggest that the
narrators in the former case are describing with
fair accuracy facts of their own experience; and
that those facts constitute a true natural group,
distinguishable, alike by what they include and by
what they do not include, from the mere figments
of the story-teller's imagination, whether invented
for amusement or for edification.

The narratives which follow are printed as
samples, and as samples only, of the evidences
accumulated by the Society for Psychical Research.
I have as a rule refrained, lest I should weary the
reader, from drawing attention to the evidential
aspect of the case; and have, for the same reason,
presented in most cases only a brief summary of
the corroborative testimony. I have endeavoured,
however, in all cases, to bring out any evidential
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defect in such corroborative testimony; and as the
reference is always given to the Society's Fournal
or Proceedings, the reader can in every case, if he
pleases, study for himself the full accounts there
printed.

The following account was sent, in French, to
the late F. W. H. Myers by a well-known man of
science. Three years ago I myself had the oppor-
tunity of discussing the incident with the percipient.
A fragment of a book cover, bearing the words
mentioned, was enclosed with the account.

No. 11. From PROFESSOR X
PaRris, 11th December, 1897

On Friday, December 10, 1897, at about 10.35 P.M., being
alone and at work in my library, I began to think, without any
reason, that there had been a fire at the Opera. My wife and
daughter had gone off to the Opera at 8; I had not been able
to accompany them. The impression was so strong that I
wrote F (Feu!) on the cover of a book which lay near me. A
few instants later, wishing to emphasise this presentiment, I
wrote ‘“ Att’” (for attention) “ Fire!” I enclose what I
wrote. I did not, however, feel anxious, but said to myself,
“ There has been no great fire at the Opera, only an alarm
of fire.”

At the same time, or rather ten or fifteen minutes later, at
10.55, my sister, Madame B., who lives in the same house, and
whose bedroom is on the same floor with my study, had an
1dea that my study was on fire. She was at the moment on
the point of getting into bed, but she came en déshabille to my
study-door and put her hand on the handle to come in; but
then, telling herself that her fear was absurd, she went back to
bed. She tells me, however, that she would nevertheless have
come in but that she was afraid that I had some one with me in
the room.
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At 12.10 my wife and daughter came back from the theatre.
They instantly told me that there had been a sort of beginning
of a conflagration. I said nothing, and they told me as fol-
lows: Between 8.45 and g, at the end of the first act of Les
Mafitres Chanteurs, a smell of burning and a light smoke were
perceived in the auditorium. My wife said to my daughter:
“I will go out and see what is the matter ; if I make a sign to
you follow me at once without saying a word or even waiting
to put your cloak on.” The attendant whom she asked said
that nothing was wrong. Nevertheless there was some emo-
tion among the audience, and five or six persons in the stalls
got up and went away. The smoke came, no doubt, from a
stove. Note that this is the first time that my wife ever left
her seat in a theatre from alarm of fire. It is the first time
that I have ever been anxious about fire in her absence, and 1
do not suppose that I jot down my possible presentiments more
than five or six times in a year.

My sister has never before been anxious about fire in my
room.!

It seems not improbable, especially as she con-
nected the danger with her brother, that Madame
B. was influenced through him, and not through
her friends at the opera. It should be added that
the narrator has had other experiences apparently
of a telepathic character.

In this instance the transferred idea, though in
itself of a sufficiently alarming character, was ap-
parently almost without emotional accompaniment.
In many cases, however, the profound emotional
disturbance caused is the most characteristic feature
of the impression. In the case which follows,
whatever the nature of the emotion excited,—and

1%murnal, S. P. R., November, 1898,
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it does not appear to have been consciously defined
as fear or anxiety,—it was sufficiently strong to
impel the percipient to a very unusual course of
action.

No. 12. From MR. T. B. GARRISON
OzARK, Mo., July 29, 1896

My mother, Nancy J. Garrison, died on Friday night,
October 4, 1888, at her home three miles north-east of Ozark,
Christian County, Missouri. She was 58 years old. I was
then living at Fordland, in Webster County, Missouri, about
18 miles north-east of my mother’s home. I had not seen my
mother for two months at the time of her death, but had heard
from [her] by letter from week to week.

On the night of my mother’s death there was a meeting in
Fordland, and myself and wife attended the preaching. We
had then one child, a baby a yearold. The meeting had been
going on a week or more. About ten o’clock, just before the
meeting closed, while the congregation was singing, I felt the
first desire to see my mother. The thought of my mother was
suggested by the sight of some of the penitents at the altar,
who were very warm apd sweating. My mother was subject
to smothering spells, and while suffering from these attacks
she would perspire freely and we had to fan her. In the faces
of the mourners I seemed to see my mother’s suffering. And
then the impulse to go to her became so strong that I gave the
baby to a neighbour-woman and left the church without telling
my wife. She was in another part of the house.

The train going west which would have taken me [to] Rog-
ersville, seven miles of the distance to my mother’s place, was
due at 10.30 P.M., but before I got home and changed my
clothes and returned to the depot, the cars had left the sta-
tion. I still felt that I must see my mother and started down
the railroad track alone, and walked to Rogersville. Here I
left the railroad and walked down the waggon way leading
from Marshfield to Ozark, Mo. It was about 3 o’clock A.M.
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when I reached my mother's house. I knocked at the door
two or three times and got no response. Then I kicked the
door, but still made no one hear me. At last I opened the
door with my knife and walked in and lighted a lamp. Then
my sister, Mrs. Billie Gilley, the only person who had been
living with my mother, awoke and I asked her where mother
was. She replied that she was in bed, and I said “She is
dead,” for by that time I felt that she could not be alive.
She had never failed to wake before when I had entered the
room at night.

I went to my mother’s bed and put my hand on her fore-
head. It was cold. She had been dead about three hours
the neighbours thought from the condition of her body. She
had gone to bed about ten o’clock at night, feeling better than
usual, She and my sister had talked awhile after going to
bed. They were aiming to come to Ozark the next morning,
and intended to get up early.

The above facts cover my experience as fully as I can tell
the story. I have no explanation for the matter. It is as
much a mystery to me now as ever, I could not believe such
a strange affair if told by any one else, and yet I could swear
to every fact stated. . . .

THoMAs B. GARRISON,'

Corroboration of Mr. Garrison’s account has
been received from his wife, his wife’s mother, to
whom he announced his intention of going to
Ozark just before he started on the journey, and
from one of the neighbours who were called in to
assist when the fact of the death was discovered.

With this may be compared a remarkable case,
originally recorded by Mr. Andrew Lang in Long-
man's Magazine, in which two persons indepen-
dently received a strong impression that something

! Sournal, S. P, R., October, 1897.
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disastrous had happened in an Edinburgh flat. In
one case the impression was sufficiently strong to
induce a neighbour to leave his work and call to
make enquiries. He found that the maid-servant
had just been killed by an accident.!

There are one or two cases, resting on good
evidence, which suggest the possibility of com-
munication between the animal and the human
intelligence. Thus Lady Carbery writes that one
Sunday, having paid her usual visit after lunch to
a favourite mare, she had returned to the garden
a quarter of a mile distant, and sat herself down to
read. Twenty minutes later, feeling an uncom-
fortable sensation that something was amiss with
“ Kitty,” she returned to the stable, and found her
“cast” and in need of help.?

In the following case the impression, though not
referred to any particular sense, was of a much
more definite character than those last cited :

No. 13. From MRr. J. F. Younc
NEw RoaDp, LLANELLY, March 9, 1891.

The following account of a presentiment I recently had
may be interesting to you.

I was having my supper on the evening of February 15th
last, when a message came from a customer requiring my serv-
ices. I sent back a reply that I would come immediately I
had my supper. It has always been a strong point with me
to keep my appointments, and therefore, having hastily fin-
ished my meal, I was in the act of leaving the table when I
suddenly exclaimed, “ There! ! ! I have just had an intima-

1 The case is given in full in Journal, S. P, R., June, 189s.
* Yowrnal, S. P. R., February, 190s.
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tion that Robert is dead " : the Robert referred to is a Robert
Hallett (a brother-in-law) who was residing near my sister
(Mrs. Ponting) at Sturminster Newton, Dorset. He had been
bed-ridden from paralysis for this last two years, but had
recently been much worse.

I at once entered full particulars in my diary. Date, Feb.
15. Message, and time of message, 9.40 P.M. My sister-in-
law was present the whole time, and can vouch for the cir-
cumstances. On the 17th I received a post-card from my
sister at Sturminster Newton, bearing date Feb. 16th, stating,
that * Robert had passed away, will write to-morrow."”

In the meantime I had written to my sister Mrs. Ponting,
mentioning my presentiment, and our letters crossed, for the
following morning a letter came from her (I must mention
here she had been assisting in nursing my brother-in-law),
saying, “I was glad you had a presentiment of poor Robert’s
release, he passed away at 7.45 p.M., then Lottie [my niece
Lottie Hallett] and I came home 4/ 9.40, and that was the
time you had the impression.”

I wish to state two facts in connection with the foregoing
case. (1) I was not thinking of him at the time, my mind
being engrossed in my appointment, and the impression
came so startlingly sudden, which caused me to hastily say,
There!!! . . . as before stated ; and (2) at the same moment,
I had a sense of a presemce at my left, so much so, that I
looked sharply round, but found no one there.

This was my first and only impression during his long
illness.

The note in the diary is as follows':

Feb. 15. As I rose from supper, a message came, as if by
spirit influence, to say, “ Robert has passed away.’”’ Miss

! The note occurs, not on the dated pages, but on some blank sheets at
the end of the diary, amongst other memoranda. The previous memo. is
dated 12th Feb., the two following entries are dated, in this order, Feb.
28th and Feb. 1gth. The entry of the 15th contains therefore no internal
evidence of having been written at the time,
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Bennett present. I said, “ There, I have just had an intima-
tion Robert is dead.” Time, 9.40 P.M. Noted full particulars
on my return: was called away. Had to see a customer on
business.

Miss E. Bennett, who was present at the moment
and Miss Lottie Young, a niece to whom Mr.
Young related his experience on the following
morning, have both confirmed the account. Mrs.
Ponting has searched unsuccessfully for Mr.
Young’s original letter to her announcing his
presentiment.!

Mr. Young, it should be added, has had several
similar impressions which have coincided with ex-
ternal events,

Let us now pass on to visual impressions. The
following case is interesting as showing the peculiar
vividness with which these mind’s eye visions
occasionally present themselves.

No. 14. From Miss C. P. M. C.
(The account was written in the beginning of June, 1889.)

I distinctly saw a person whom I knew (M. T.) lying in
bed, and the room and furniture exactly as I last sawit. I
had the impression of hearing her voice. The impression was
so vivid that for the time it stopped my reading, and I re-
member being surprised at it and wondering whether the
woman were alive or dead. I had had a letter three days
previously saying she was dying. She had been an invalid
when I first saw her, so that I never knew her otherwise than
in bed.

Place: probably in the Geological Museum. Date: May
14, 1889, Tuesday, in the morning,

| ¥ournal, S. P. R., May, 1901,
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I was reading geology [at the time]. I was not out of
health, but I was in anxiety on quite a different subject.’

M. T., as we have ascertained from the Register
at Somerset House, died at Heaton Norris on the
14th May, 1889. Miss C. heard of the death a
day or two afterwards, and fixed the exact date of
her vision by an entry in a diary, referring to an
incident which she remembered to have occurred
on the same day as the vision. She added that
she had had no other experience which impressed
her so much ; she had, however, a faint impression
of “something like it” having occurred when she
was a schoolgirl, but she cannot remember details.

In the next case all the details given are trivial,
but the amount of correspondence is sufficient to
make it probable that the result was not a mere
happy conjecture ; and, as we have seen both the
original notes made by the percipient and the letter
from Rome, it is certain that the facts are accu-
rately stated ; in this respect the case stands almost
on the evidential level of some of the experiments
quoted in the last chapter. The following is a
copy, made by Mr. Piddington, then Hon. Secretary
of the Society for Psychical Research, of a note
written by Mrs. D. on 27th January, 1900.

No. 15. From Mgs. D.
Saturday, Jan. 37, 19goo. This afternoon while I was sit-

1 Proceedings, S. P. R., vol. x., p. 83. Miss C.'s narrative, it should be
explained, was given in answer to set questions contained on one of our
*Census” forms. See below, chapter v,
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ting near the fire talking to L., I was holding a small photo
of Mrs. H. and describing her. ¢ Where is she now ? " asked
L. “In Rome,” I answered, ‘‘ settled for the winter.” And as
I spoke, suddenly I felt conscious of what she might be doing
at the time. “ Do you know,” I went on, “ I think she must be
just coming out of her room on to a high terrace such as we
have here, only that there is green over it.”’ L. did not say
‘“nonsense,” but just asked quietly : ‘ What is she wearing?"”
“A black skirt,” 1 answered, “ and a mauve blouse—she is
looking out over many roofs and spires—and now she has
gone back into the room and a maid is closing the shutters.”
“Can you see her room?” asked L. “I think it is small,” I
said; “ there is a cottage-piano and a writing-table near it.
I think the large head of Hermes stands on it and something
silver.” And then I felt nothing more and added: “What
nonsense I have been talking!” L. thinks there may be some
truth in the impression, and wants me to write and ask Mrs.
H. what she remembers of this afternoon. It was about
6 o’clock.

I cannot say I saw anything; somehow I seemed to feel
her surroundings were just so. I have never been to Rome,
nor has she told me anything of where she lives beyond the
address.

Copy of extracts selected by J. G. P. from a letter addressed by
Mys. H. to Mys. D. Postmark of envelope : “‘ 6 2 00 Roma”

. « . . You certainly have a power to visit your friends,
and to see them, and to make them feel you. Your letter is
absolutely startling and mysterious. And now I can answer
it detail for detail, and item for item. [The writer then avows
her belief in telepathy and clairvoyance.] . . . That you
have peeped at me in my small Roman house is certainly a
fact. As you state the facts, every small detail is not altogether
exact, but the facts as a whole are true and exact and perfect,
as you shall see.

Let me begin by answering bit by bit all you say. I have
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a dear little vine-covered terrace, looking out into the Piazza
di Spagna, and looking also right up to the spires or rather
towers of S. Trinita dei Monti, with the great obelisk in front.
The afternoon of Jan. 27th I returned to my home after a
walk and [after] making a few purchases, at 5 .M. I took
off my fur jacquette, and went at once into my dining-room to
see about the dinner-table, as three friends came [or “ come "’
at 7 p. M. to dine. I busied myself about the table for some
time, then stepped on to the terrace (which is so pretty, but
opens, unfortunately, from the kitchen). I went into the
terrace at that time to see about our dessert for dinner, which
I had put there to become cool. Then I went back into the
dining-room, and as the hanging-lamp had just been lighted, I
ordered the maid to drop the outside curtains, She did so.
I remember that I looked just then at the clock, and it was
5.35 P.M. I had on a black skirt, a black silk blouse, and
a mauve tie, which twisted about my neck and hung in two
ends to my waist. It looked to you like a mauve blouse.
Then I went into our small salon and took something from
the table. I remember it distinctly. Our salon is very small;
there is an upright piano and a writing-table, on which are
photos and books too, and a lot of little silver things. Hermes
(your photo to me) stands very near, on another little table,
quite near, in fact, It is all quite mysterious. I believe you
have really peeped into my house.' . . .

Vivid and detailed visions of the kind given in
the last two narratives are of rare occurrence with
persons in a state of normal wakefulness. The
early mesmerists, both in this country and in France
and Germany, have recorded many cases where the
subject in a state of trance purported to have visions
of distant scenes and of the persons taking part in
them: and these descriptions were in many cases

¥ Sournal, S. P. R., October, 1906.
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subsequently verified. To the faculty supposed to
be thus demonstrated the name of “travelling clair-
voyance” was given by the English mesmerists, it
being assumed that the spirit of the percipient left
the body and was actually present in some fashion
at the scene described. Even if we accept the facts,
there is of course no need to adopt so fantastic an
explanation, From our ignorance, however, of the
attendant circumstances, and especially of the op-
portunities which may have offered for fraud, it is
difficult to place much reliance on these older
records. A few similar cases have, however, been
recorded by competent observers in recent years:
one or two examples are quoted in chapter xiv.

But outside of the hypnotic trance the most
favourable conditions for clairvoyance of this kind
appear to be found in crystal vision. It is not quite
clear what part the crystal plays in facilitating the
emergence of these dream-visions. The quietness
and freedom from external distraction no doubt
contribute to the result. But it seems probable
that the mere act of fixing the gaze and the atten-
tion on a bright object is liable to induce slight dis-
sociation of consciousness. Further it is likely that
in some cases the crystal furnishes a point de repere
—a nucleus of actual sensation—round which the
imaginary scene is built up.

Mr. Andrew Lang has within the last few years
collected amongst his acquaintances many instances
of scrying or crystal vision, from which I select the
following :
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No. 16. From Miss ANgus'®
4th January, 1898,

I had another successful scry on Tuesday evening, a21st
December, 1897, when Mr. Mac asked me to look in the
ball. He had never seen crystal gazing, so I told him to fix
his mind on some scene, which I would endeavour to describe.
Almost at once I saw a large room with a polished floor reflected,
the lights being very bright and all round; but the room was
empty, which I thought very uninteresting! Mr. Mac—— said
how strange that was, as he had not, so far, been able to fix
his mind on any particular face in the ballroom. However,
he asked me to look again, and this time I saw a smaller room,
very comfortably furnished, and at a small table under a bright
light with a glass globe (no shade on the globe) sat a young
girl, in a high-necked white blouse, apparently writing or read-
ing. I could not see her face distinctly, but she was pale, with
her hair drawn softly off her forehead (no fringe), and seemed
to have rather small features.

Mr. Mac— said my description quite tallied with the lady
he was thinking of, a Miss , whom he had met for the
first time at a ball a few nights before, but he had meant me to
see her dressed as he met her in the ballroom.

We consulted our watches, and found that it was between
10.15 and 10.30 when we were scrying, and Mr. Mac—— said
he would try to find out what Miss —— was doing at that hour.
Fortunately I had not long to wait for his report, as he met
her the next evening, and told her of my experiment. She was
very much interested, I believe, and said it was all quite true!
She had been wearing a white blouse, and, as far as she re-
members, she was still reading at 10.30 under a bright incan-
descent light, with a glass globe on it.

Mr. Mac

writes:

December 30, 1897.
I was at Miss Angus’s house on Tuesday, December 21st,
1897. Miss Angus said that if I thought of somebody she

1 Sournal, S. P, R., May, 1899.
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would look in her crystal ball and find out the personal ap-
pearance of the person of whom I was thinking, and what he
or she was doing at that moment (10.25 p.M.). She told me
to think of the surroundings and the place in which I had last
seen the person of whom I was thinking. I thought of some-
body that she did not know—Miss ——, whom I had met at a
dance on December 2oth. I thought of the ballroom where I
had been introduced to her, but at first I could not centre my
mind on her face. Then Miss A. said that she saw a big room
with a polished floor, and which was brilliantly lit up, but that
at present she could not make out any people there. Then I
succeeded in fixing my mind on Miss ’s face, when Miss
A. said that she saw a girl with fair wavy hair either writing a
letter or reading, but probably the former, under a lamp with
a glass globe, and that she had a high-necked white blouse on.
All this took about five minutes,

I saw Miss —— again at a dance on December z2d—the
next night. I told her what had happened, and she said that,
as far as she remembered, at 10.25 the night before she had
been either writing a letter or reading, but probably writing,
under an incandescent gas-light with a glass globe, and that she
had been wearing a high-necked white blouse,

I had only known Miss Angus for a very short time, so she
did not know what friendsI had in I do not think that
Miss Angus knows Miss There were three other people
in the room all the time, one of whom was playing the
piano. This is exactly what happened, as far as I can
remember.

Sometimes the part of the crystal is taken by a
glass of water, or other shining surface. 'We have
a narrative from the wife of an engine-driver who,
waking up at 3 A.M. one night, saw in a glass of
water by her bedside a vision of a railway accident.
At about that time her husband was actually passing
near the scene of an accident, similar to the scene
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in the water vision, which had occurred a few hours
previously.!

In the following case it may be conjectured that
the conditions of a spiritualist séance, the quiet-
ness, the freedom from preoccupation, and the
partial darkness were favourable to the emergence
of a clairvoyant vision.

For the evidence we are indebtedto Mr. W. W,
Baggally, of No. 23 Lower Phillimore Place, Ken-
sington, W., a member of the Society, who is
acquainted with the principal witnesses in the case
and has full confidence in their integrity.

No. 17. From MR. JoHN PoLLEY,"

95 CHURCH ST., STOKE NEWINGTON,
LoNDON, N., June, 1901.

At a séance held within the sound of Big Ben on May 8th,
1go1, there were present Mrs. E. V. M., Mr. Thomas Atwood,
and myself. As Mr. Atwood resumed his seat after delivering
an invocation (about 8.30 p.M.), I became aware of a vision,
which presented itself on the left of where I was seated. The
scene appeared as being some § feet distant from me, and dis-
played part of the interior of a room, viz., that part where the
stove stood. The fire in the stove was small and dull, and close
beside it was an overturned chair. In front of the fire was
something that looked like a fire-guard or clothes-horse, but
this was not quite clear to me. Playing or climbing over this
article was a child, who fell forward, and, when it regained its
feet, I noticed that its dress was on fire.

I made no reference to the matter at the time, as I had an
impression that the vision might be connected with some oc-
currence in the family of Mrs. M., and I was averse to
mentioning it for fear of awaking sad memories,

! Fournal, S. P. R., December, 1903.

¥ Fournal, S, P. R., January, 1902,
s
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After some manifestations of movements of the table round
which we were seated the whole vision was repeated, and this
time I had an uncontrollable impulse to speak. Upon my
describing what I had just seen for the second time, I was
much relieved to hear that the matter was not recognised as
being connected in any way with the sitters. I may mention
here that the child appeared to be about three years old, and,
judging from the style of dress, I described it as a girl, although
the vision would apply equally well to a boy, as, at that early
age, the short clothes worn by both sexes would be very
similar, _

Next Thursday morning, May gth, 1901, upon awakening, 1
described to my wife the events of the previous evening's
séance. On the evening of the same day, viz., Thursday,
May gth, I was out with a friend, and upon my return home
at 11.§ P.M. my sister, Mary Louisa Polley (who resided with
me at that time), made the remark, “I have a piece of bad
news for you, Jack.” *Well,” I replied, * what is it ? let me
know,” and she answered, “ Brother George's little son Jackie
has been burned to death.” Like a flash I realised the con-
nection of the sad event with my vision of the previous night.
I then asked her (my sister), “ How did you know this, and
when ?” She replied, “ Mr. Fred Sinnett told me when he
came over to see us this evening.” Joun PoLLEY.

Mr. Polley’s statement is confirmed by the other
sitters at the séance, by his wife and sister, and by
the father of the child. The accident happened on
May 7th, and the child died before noon on the
following day, the day of the séance. Mr. Fred G.
Polley, the father of the child, explained that he
sent no intimation to his brother of the accident or
death until Thursday, May gth.

In the cases so far cited, where the impression
has been sufficiently definite to evoke a specific
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sense-image, that image has been of a visual type.
The percipient’s experience has not indeed been of
such a character as to lead him to mistake what he
saw for external reality—he has not been the sub-
ject of a hallucination. Nevertheless he has seezn
something, if only, as we may say, with the mind’s
eye. This is the commonest and the most impres-
sive form assumed by these messages, when they
fall below the level of actual hallucination. More
rarely, the telepathic impulse expresses itself as an
inner voice, or other articulate sound. Impressions
of this character are as a rule less evidentially con-
clusive than those affecting the sense of sight : they
contain less detail; it is difficult to eliminate the
possibility of an external cause ; and even when it
is certain that the impression was subjective, the
words frequently consist only of the percipient’s
own name. In the following case, however, the
correspondence appears to be sufficiently detailed
to exclude the operation of chance: and the coin-
cidence, it will be seen, is attested by a post-card
written before the correspondence was known.

No. 18. From Frav U.,
21st February, 1902. !

On the evening of February 25, 1897, I was sitting alone, as
I almost invariably did, and reading, when I suddenly thought
of the Beethoven Trio, Op. 1, No. 1, so vividly that I got up
to look for the music, which I had not touched for nearly
twenty years. It was just as if I could hear the ’'cello and

! Yournal, S. P. R., May, 1903. The account in the text is translated from
the original German.
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violin parts, and the bowing and expression seemed to me to
be that of two gentlemen who had played with me often in C.
so many years before. One of them, Kammermusiken L., first
‘cellist of the Residenz Theatre in C., had been my eldest
son’s master, but had been called to H. in 1878. The other,
who was employed by my husband at that time, as clerk of the
works, had subsequently quitted C. also, and removed in the
middle of the nineties to H. I had often seen him since he
left C., and had also played duets with him, but never again in
a trio. I got out the piano part and began to play. I must
here admit that I had played with Z. and L. principally the
Trio in B sharp, Op. 97, and the one in C flat, Op. 1, No. 3,
and was myself surprised that this Op. 1, No. 1, which we had
hardly ever played, was ringing in my ears. At any rate I
heard with my mental ear this melody so exactly that I played
the piece right through to the end.

About ten o’clock the bell rang and my house-mate, the
daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel G., who lived over me, came
in. She apologised for her late visit and assured me that she
could not sleep until she had found out what I had been play-
ing. I supplied the information, and she remarked, “ Well,
what brought that into your head?” “I don’t know. I
have n’t opened the book for twenty years, but before I began
I heard Z. and L. playing and I felt I must recall the full
harmony.”

The next day but one the enclosed card came ; it had been
written, as we established by subsequent correspondence, on
the same evening and at the same time, and as the postmark
shows, delivered [in Kiel] the following [should be *the next
but one ] morning.

The following is a translation of the post-card :

H., 25 Feb., 97.
After playing Beethoven Op. 1, No. 1, we send you hearty

greetings in remembrance of happy hours spent together in
the past. Z,R. L.
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The card bears the postmark “ H-26.2.97. 8—9
V" (V=a.m.) Fraulein G. writes that she remem-
bers Frau U. playing the piece in question; and
that Frau U. told her that she had not played it
for many years. This incident is fully discussed in
the Fournal for May, 1903, and from the more de-
tailed account there given it seems clear that the
coincidence was not due to ordinary association of
ideas or to any external suggestion.

We have a few examples of sensations of smell,
touch, or pain which appear to have originated by
thought transference.

One example of the last category may be quoted.
The percipient’s experience, it may be thought,
was, as described, sufficiently vivid and lifelike to
be reckoned as an actual sensation; and the fact
that she employed physical remedies for it would
seem to confirm this view. It is here classed, how-
ever, with mental impressions, because with sensa-
tions of a tactile or a painful nature we have not the
same criterion as we possess in the case of affections
of the higher senses to distinguish between what is
due to an external cause, and what is purely sub-
jective. The feeling of pain, especially, is so fre-
quently excited by causes within the organism that
in many cases it must remain a matter of doubt
whether to seek for the origin of the discomfort
within or without.

No. 19.
Mrs. Castle writes from Minneapolisin May, 1896':
Y Yournal, S. P, R., October, 1898,
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On the first day of last July (1895), while resting late in the
afternoon, I suddenly experienced a constrictive sensation in
my throat, accompanied by a numbness, which increased for
some time, and finally became so distressing that I bathed and
rubbed my throat several times—while dressing, soon after it
began,—using also a mental treatment (in which I am a firm
believer). I could discover no cause within myself for such a
sensation, which was unlike anything I had ever experienced
before. It occurred to me that it might be due to some in-
fluence outside of myself, and I thought of my husband with
some anxiety, but I remember that the fear for his safety
was dissipated by the ludicrous thought that nothing but a
“hanging” would be an excuse for such symptoms. I thought
also of a friend (Mrs. Baldwin) who was stopping with me at
the time. She had gone out that afternoon, and was not in
the house when this occurred.

A stiff collar had been a source of annoyance to her fre-
quently, and I thought of that as a possible cause for my dis-
comfort, knowing that she was wearing a freshly laundried
shirt-waist at the time. She came in for a few moments to
announce her intention of dining out, and I asked her if her
collar had made her uncomfortable that afternoon. She as-
sured me to the contrary, and I told her of my strange experi-
ence. We discussed it while she was in, and soon after she
left Mr. Castle (my husband) came home to dinner.

Mr. Castle’s account of his experience is as
follows :

On the afternoon of the first day of July, 1895, I unex-
pectedly had an operation performed on my throat by Dr.
Bell.

To allow for the passing off of the effects of anasthetic used
in my throat he told me to remain quiet awhile after the oper-
ation. But I thought I could save time by sitting in the bar-
ber’s chair, and so walked about — yards to a barber’s shop.
There I was soon seized with a terrible choking sensation
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which frightened the barber and myself very greatly. I re-
mained sitting there nearly an hour before I could go on. On
arriving home about 6 p.M. I told Mrs, Castle that I came near
getting in a bad fix. On her asking “When?” I said
“ About an hour and a half ago.” She then described her
sudden constricted sensation about that same time, and her
telling Mrs. Baldwin of it.

This is the only time I have had such a sensation in my
throat.

Mr. Castle adds that there have been other ap-
parent instances of thought transference between
himself and Mrs. Castle.

Mrs. Baldwin writes to say that she remembers
the incident described.

The narrative recalls the experimental cases of
“community of sensation” referred to in the last
chapter. But here agent and percipient instead of
being in the same room were several miles apart.
It is to be noted that in the present case, as in our
own experiments, the discomfort caused appears to
have been by no means of an ideal character. In
another case of the kind Mr. E. E. Robinson tells
us that lying in bed one Sunday morning he ex-
perienced an acute pain in his thumb, and held up
the hand to see if it had actually been injured. At
the moment Mrs. Robinson, who was dressing,
exclaimed that her thumb hurt her so much as to
cause difficulty in dressing.!

It occasionally happens that the influence of a
distant friend appears to be reflected, not in the

! Yournal, S. P. R., May, 1907.
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percipient’s consciousness, but in his actions. The
cases are too numerous to allow us to dismiss them
as merely chance correspondence. But we are not
bound to conclude that the telepathic impulse has
power directly to affect the muscular system. In
accordance with the view already suggested, that
telepathy operates more readily on the subcon-
sciousness, or, if we prefer so to phrase it, on the
lower cerebral centres, we may suppose that so far
as the agent is concerned the process of transmis-
sion is alike in all cases; and that it is the percip-
ient’s organism which is responsible for translating
the transmitted impulse now into an idea, now into
an action. The most striking illustrations of this
kind of thought transference are to be found in au-
tomatic writing. The subject of automatic writing
however, is complicated with other considerations,
and it will probably be better to defer dealing with
it until a later chapter. The following case, how-
ever, may be cited in this connection, since it
appears clear that the news communicated did not
rise to consciousness until in the act of utterance.

No. 20. From ARCHDEACON BRruck'®

ST. WoOoLOS' VICARAGE, NEWPORT,
MONMOUTHSHIRE, July 6th, 1893,

On April 19th, Easter Tuesday, I went to Ebbw Vale to
preach at the opening of a new iron church in Beaufort parish.

I had arranged that Mrs, Bruce and my daughter should
drive in the afternoon.

! Yournal, S. P, R., December, 1893.
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The morning service and public luncheon over, I walked up
to the Vicarage at Ebbw Vale to call on the Vicar. AsI went
there I heard the bell of the new church at Beaufort ringing for
afternoon service at 3. It had stopped some little time before
I reached the Vicarage (of Ebbw Vale). The Vicar was out,
and it struck me that I might get back to the Beaufort new
church in time to hear some of the sermon before my train left
(at 4.35). On my way back through Ebbw Vale, and not far
from the bottom of the hill on which the Ebbw Vale Vicarage
is placed, I saw over a provision shop on e of those huge, staring
Bovril advertisements—the familiar large ox-head. I hadseen
fifty of them before, but something fascinated me in connec-
tion with this particular one. I turned to it, and was moved to
address it in these, my spsissima verda: ‘“‘You ugly brute,
don't stare at me like that: has some accident happened to the
wife?” Just the faintest tinge of uneasiness passed through
me as I spoke, but it vanished at once. This must have been
as nearly as possible 3.20. I reached home at 6 to find the
vet. in my stable-yard tending my poor horse, and Mrs. Bruce
and my daughter in a condition of collapse in the house. The
accident had happened—so Mrs. Bruce thinks—precisely at
3-30, but she is not confident of the moment. My own times I
can fix precisely.

I had no reason to fear any accident, as my coachman had
driven them with the same horse frequently, and save a little
freshness at starting, the horse was always quiet on the road,
even to sluggishness. A most unusual occurrence set it off.
A telegraph operator, at the top of a telegraph post, hauled up
a long flashing coil of wire under the horse’s nose. Any horse
in the world, except the Troy horse, would have bolted under
the circumstances.

My wife’s estimate of the precise time can only be taken as
approximate. She saw the time when she got home, and took
that as her zero, but the confusion and excitement of the walk
home from the scene of the accident leaves room for doubt as
to her power of settling the time accurately, The accident
happened about 2} miles from home, and she was home by



74 Spontaneous Thought Transference

4.10; but she was some time on the ground waiting until the
horse was disengaged, etc.
W. CoNYBEARE BRUCE.

Archdeacon Bruce adds later :
May 20th, 1893.
I think I stated the fact that the impression of danger to
Mrs. Bruce was only momentary—it passed at once—and it
was only when I heard of the accident that I recalled the im-
pression. I did not therefore go home expecting to find that
anything had happened. W. CoNYBEARE BRUCE.

Mrs. Bruce writes:

The first thought that flashed across me as the accident
happened was, “ What will W, say?” My ruling idea then
was to get home before my husband, so as to save him alarm.

In this case, it will be noticed, the pictorial ad-
vertisement appears to have played an analogous
part to the crystal in a crystal vision.

We have a few other examples in which the im-
pulse has led directly to action—prayer, the taking
of a journey, etcc M. Flammarion in his book,
L' Inconnu et les problemes psychigques, quotes a
curious case. The narrator, after explaining that in
childhood he was *‘encore un peu dévot,” and in the
habit of saying his prayers nightly, relates that one
evening, when twelve years of age, he prayed for
his grandmother with unusual fervour, and on clos-
ing his eyes had a vision of that relative. The next
day he learned that his grandmother had died
at that hour, The effect of that experience on its
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subject offers a curious example of perverted logic.
‘“ Depuis ce moment,” he concludes, ‘“comme je
m’étais adressé a Dieu pour me conserver ma
grand’'mere longtemps, et qu'il ne m'a pas exaucé,
j'ai cessé avec raison de croire en lui.”



CHAPTER IV

SPONTANEOUS THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE ! COINCIDENT
DREAMS

THE belief that in sleep are revealed things
- hidden from the common daylight is coeval
probably with the beginnings of human history.
The savage cult of spirits and the belief in survival
after death are traced by modern anthropologists
to the mysterious visions of dream-life. The
dreamer and the interpreter of dreams are alike
held in high honour amongst primitive races :
and it is hardly necessary to remind the reader that
soothsaying by dreams is not even yet obsolete in
our own and other civilised countries.

Now it may be claimed that the hypothesis of
telepathy has given a new meaning to the interpre-
tation of dreams. It was no doubt the frequent
occurrence in dreams of mysterious correspondences
with things actually happening in the world outside
the dreamer’s mind which first called attention to
the subject: and in sleep, if anywhere, we may ex-
pect to find traces of the operation of telepathy, for
the quiescence and almost complete freedom from
external disturbance which characterise that state
are precisely the conditions which are indicated as
favourable to the reception of stimuli so weak as

are presumably these messages from other minds.
76
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We have evidence, of course, that other stimuli,
too faint to make their presence known in the
tumult of our waking hours, frequently emerge into
consciousness in sleep. In this way we seem to
revert in dreamful sleep to a more primitive stage
of consciousness, which was ours, perhaps, far back
in planetary history, before our lives were sharply
divided up into alternating periods of helpless slum-
ber and waking activity. But, though in the study
of dreams we may find interesting and valuable
illustrations of the working of telepathy, the de-
monstration of a supersensuous mode of communica-
tion between mind and mind rests primarily, as has
already been said, upon the experimental results of
which brief samples have been given in a previous
chapter. For dream-coincidences, however strik-
ing, can in themselves afford even less support to
the theory than the waking visions dealt with in the
last chapter. For this evidential inferiority there
are several reasons. In the first place, dreams are
as the sands on the seashore in number; many
persons have dreams every night of their lives. St.
Augustine tells us in his Confessions that a wise
friend warned him that astrology was a false science.
“ Of whom,” said the Saint, *“ when I had demanded
how then could many true things be foretold of it,
he answered me, ‘that the force of chance diffused
throughout the whole order of things brought this
about.’” The force of chance still operates, and
undoubtedly many dream-coincidences must be at-
tributed to normal causes. In the second place,
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most dreams leave but a slight impression on the
mind even of the dreamer ; and the memory of them
is usually very vague and elusive. There is a seri-
ous risk, therefore, that when the partial cor-
respondence of a dream with some external event
comes to be known, the details of the indefinite
picture preserved in the memory may be filled in
to suit the facts—a process, it may be added, which
implies no want of honesty on the part of the
narrator ; most of us probably ‘“improve” our
dreams unconsciously even on the first telling.
Again the indefiniteness of dream memories comes
partly from the fact, as already said, that the
original impressions are in most cases weak ; partly
from the circumstance that the dream, unlike a
vision seen with the eyes open, has no relations
either in time or space, and forms no part in an
associated chain of memories. This last objection
does not, of course, apply to dreams which occur in
a brief sleep in the daytime ; and it is worthy of
note that we have in our collection several remark-
able coincidental dreams, of unusual vividness,
which have occurred in such brief moments of
slumber snatched from the waking hours.

From all this it follows that only those dreams
are worthy of record in this connection which were
noted down before their correspondence with the
event was known, or which were at least told to
some one else beforehand. Inany case, in a dream-
story, the interval between its occurrence and the
committal of it to writing should be of the briefest.
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Again, dreams are of little account unless the co-
incidence is very striking, and unless the dreams
themselves are distinguished from the common
ruck of our nightly visitants by some unusual
quality—e. g., by their superior vividness or by
the intensity of the emotion which accompanies
them.

B even when the dream is well attested, when
the experience was unusually vivid, and the coinci-
dence striking, there are many cases in which the
dream can be explained by normal causes. There
are, for instance, several dreams in our collection
dealing with lost property ; a brooch hidden under
leaves and loose gravel in the garden, a box of
stolen property secreted by burglars in the coal
cellar—to quote two instances only—have been re-
covered through dreams. But in cases of this kind
it is probable that the dream may be founded on
slight indications actually seen by the eyes, which
failed in the crowd of waking sensations to gain
attention at the time, and did not actually emerge
into consciousness until sleep offered a vacant op-
portunity. Again, we have a case in which an
American bank director was awakened from his
sleep by the noise of a heavy explosion, dressed
himself, and went out in the town to see what had
happened. Notwithstanding the fact that on that
very night the safe at a bank thirty miles away in
which he had a large interest was blown up by
dynamite, I should hesitate, in view of the fre-
quency of unexplained noises, to ascribe a dream
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of this kind to telepathy. Again, a neighbour of
mine on the night of June 24-235, 1894, dreamt that
President Carnot had been assassinated, and told
his family before the morning paper which an-
nounced the news had been opened. Butina case
of that kind it seems possible that the information
may have reached the sleeper in his dreams from
the shouts of a newsboy, or even from the conver-
sation of passers-by in the street.

The reader will be able to judge for himself how
far the examples which follow conform to the
standard set up, and how far it is probable that
the coincidences described have been due to normal
causes.

In the first case to be quoted, two friends, at a
distance of some miles from each other, had similar
dreams.

The incident bears some resemblance to an ex-
periment in the transference of an imaginary scene.
Dr. Gleason’s dream, as shown by the entry in her
diary, occurred between 2 and 3 A.M. on Wednes-
day, January 27, 1892. The other percipient’s
account unfortunately leaves it doubtful whether
his dream occurred, as would naturally be inferred
from his opening sentence, on the night of Tues-
day-Wednesday, or on the night of Monday-Tues-
day. In any case it seems clear that both the
dreams had already taken place before the dreamers
met : and the details of the dreams are so bizarre
that it is difficult to suppose that they could both
arise independently.
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No. 21. From DR. ADELE A. GLEASON®
THE GLEASON SANITARIUM, ELMIRA, N. Y., February, 1892.

The night of Tuesday, January 26, 1892, I dreamed between
two and three o’clock that I stood in a lonesome place in
dark woods ; that great fear came on me ; that a presence as
of a man well known to me came and shook a tree by me, and
that its leaves began to turn to flame.

The dream was so vivid that I said to the man of whom I
dreamed when I saw him four days later, “I had a very
strange dream Tuesday night.”” He said, “ Do not tell it to
me ; let me describe it, for I Anow I dreamed the same thing.”’

He then without suggestion from me duplicated the dream,
which he knew, from the time of waking from it, took place at
the same hour of the same night.

ADELE A. GLEASON.

Dr. Gleason was so impressed by the dream that
on the following morning she made an entry in her
diary : “ Night of dream. J. R. J.” (Mr. Joslyn’s
initials.) The diary was sent to Dr. Hodgson for
his inspection.

The account of the second dreamer, written a
few days later, is as follows :

From Mr. John R. Joslyn, Attorney-at-Law
208 EAST WATER STREET, ELMIRA, N. Y,

On Tuesday, January 26, 1892, I dreamed that in a lonely
wood where sometimes I hunted game and was walking along
after dark, I found a friend standing some ten feet in the
bushes away from the road, apparently paralysed with fear of
something invisible to me, and almost completely stupefied by
the sense of danger. I went to the side of my friend and
shook the bush, when the falling leaves turned into flame.

On meeting this friend, a lady, some days afterwards, she
mentioned having had a vivid dream on Tuesday morning,

! Yournal, S. P, R,, June, 1895, p. 108.
6
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and I said “ Let me tell you mine first,” and without sugges-
tion I related the duplicate of her dream.

I was awakened soon after, and noted the time from a cer-
tain night train on a railroad near by, and so am certain that
the dreams took place at same hour of same night.

J. R. JosLyn.

It would seem here that a kind of nightmare
experience of the one dreamer was by sympathy
transferred to the other.

The next example, again, bears some resem-
blance to our experimental cases, but in the present
instance the distance between agent and percipient
—if we adopt the telepathic explanation—was some
five hundred miles.

No. 22, From MRrs. KrRekegL'

[Mrs. Krekel, an associate of the American Branch of the
S. P. R., was in November, 1893, staying with an old friend,
Mrs. McKenzie. On the early morning of the 23rd November
she heard a loud rap upon the headboard of the bed ; and after
relapsing again into a condition of half-sleep, saw a large en-
velope, with a mourning border, thrust before her face. She
related her experience to her friend in the morning. The
following day she left her friend’s house; and on the next day
—Saturday the 25th—received a telegram announcing her
mother’s death.

The following letter was written by Mrs. Krekel to her
hostess a week after the visionary experience.]

. RoCKPORT, ILL., November 30, 1893.
DEAR MRrs. McKENziE,—The enclosed telegram, which I
would like you to return again to me, will explain the sad
errand upon which I was called to Rockport, only two days
after my somewhat remarkable experience at your place.

V Journal, S. P. R., June, 189gs.
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You will remember that it was Wednesday night, November
22nd, that I heard the loud rap upon head of my bed, and
had the arm thrust over my shoulder, handing me the envelope
with mourning border and death upon it. Saturday morning,
at Hamburg, Iowa, three days afterwards, the enclosed mes-
sage came to me. Now I must tell you some other particulars
connected with it, which are part, and a remarkable part, of
the occurrence and experience.

My mother was taken ill Wednesday night, soon after going
to bed,—a difficulty in breathing, which she had experienced
more or less since an attack of “la grippe” four years ago.
She occupied and slept in her own part of the house, shut
away from my brother and sister-in-law by two doors,—the
folding doors of the parlour which was her living room
and her bedroom door opening off her living room. She
told my sister Mary, who was sent for the next morning
and stayed with her until she died, that she disliked to disturb
the family, knowing that they were ill (both brother and his
wife were down with * grippe”’), and she resolved to go
through the night without calling them ; but along towards
morning became so ill that she tried to call them, ragped upon
a stand standing at the head of bed, and upon the headboard, until
she aroused them.

Now, that I heard my dear old mother rapping for help
across three states, I have no more doubt than I have that I am
writing to you of the occurrence now.

My sister tells me that she was likely struck with death
from the first. Her hands and feet were deathly cold, but she
did not know it, said she was comfortable, ‘‘that she was
going,” and was glad, “ was happy.”

MaTTIE P. KREKEL,

The telegram is dated November 25, 1893, and
announces that the death had occurred at four
o'clock that morning. November 22nd, 1893, was
a Wednesday, as stated.
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The following was Mrs. McKenzie's reply to
Mrs. Krekel :

_ QUITMAN, Mo., December 6, 1893.

I opened your letter in the presence of my husband,
son, and daughter. I read the telegram first. My surprise
caused me to relate the occurrence of Wednesday night, No-
vember 22nd, as you had told me in the morning. Lottie
told her father that you told her the same thing after break-
fast. Then I read your letter, and there was the same. A
loud rap upon the head of your bed, waking you up, an arm
thrust over your shoulder, handing you an envelope with a
black border, with death upon it. I cannot forget your

excitement and sadness, caused by the occurrence.
ELLEN E. McKENZIE.

Mrs. Krekel, it should be added, explains that
she was in no anxiety about her mother at the time :
“ As far as I knew, my mother was in better health
than a year before.” She added that the distance
between her mother and herself at the time of the
vision was five hundred miles.

In the next case the coincidence was of a much
more striking character, and the dream, again, was
sufficiently vivid to awaken the dreamer.

No. 23.

Mr. H. B, an undergraduate of College,
Cambridge, wrote on the 6th October, 1901, to
Mr. Piddington :

. . . I thought you might possibly be interested in a coinci-
dence which took place at the end of August last. I am attached
to a certain young lady. At the time I refer to I was staying
near Peterboro’ and the lady in question was at her home, a
seaside town in Yorkshire. One very close thundery night I
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found some difficulty in getting to sleep. When finally I fell
asleep, or rather dozed, the face of Miss D. rose up before me,
and to my surprise one side of her face was very much swol-
len and she looked very unhappy. I sat up in bed and spoke
to her, only to find that I had been dreaming. Again I fell
asleep and dreamt that I was walking along a street, when I
heard a cry above me, and looking up saw Miss D.’s face at a
window from which smoke and flames were issuing. I rushed
upstairs, only to see her face floating in the smoke, very much
swollen, I tried to grasp her, and woke up with a cry. Some-
how the dream depressed me, and next day in writing to Miss
D. I told her the whole thing, much as I have told you. Im-
agine my surprise a day after, when I heard from her that on
the night in question she had gone out to see a house on fire—
Mrs. K.’s seaside residence ; had contracted a chill, and gone
to bed with her face enormously swollen up, and had suffered
severe toothache all night. Our letters on the subject will
confirm dates, etc. . . . H. B.

A few days later Mr. H. B. called on Mrs. Ver-
rall, who ascertained that the dream occurred on
the night of Sunday, August 25th. On the follow-
ing day Mr. H. B, to quote from Mrs. Verrall's
notes of her interview with him,

wrote to Miss D. to ask if she had had a toothache, but on
second thoughts decided that it would make him feel foolish
if nothing had occurred, and so tore up the letter. On a later
day in the week he was writing to her about other things, and
then mentioned his vivid dream about the swollen face (this
part of the business evidently impressed him much more than
the fire). But before he sent this letter he received one from
her mentioning that she had been suffering from a severe
toothache and swollen face since Sunday night. This letter I
have seen; it is dated from Filey, on ‘‘ Wednesday ” (obvi-
ously August 28th), and begins by saying that she is sorry not
to have written before, but has been *seedy ever since
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Sunday. I think I must have got a chill; anyhow, I had raging
toothache from Sunday night till ” the day before, when she
had the tooth out with gas. The letter went on to give a
graphic description, with a sketch, of her appearance during
the time that her face was swollen.

On the receipt of this letter, H. B. was so much astonished to
find that his dream about the swollen face was true that he added
a postscript to his letter (which had not yet gone) to say that
he had seen her with a swollen face at a window from which
smoke was coming, and to ask if that part of the dream was
also true.

Her letter in answer to that I have also seen. It is dated
from Filey on August 31, 1901, and I copy the important
part :—"“ I was awfully interested in your dream ; it is the
queerest thing I have heard of for ages. The funny part of it
is that I got the cold which made my toothache so bad by
going out on Sunday evening, hearing that there was a fire on
the Crescent, It was Mrs, K.’s house ; one of the bedrooms
got on fire. It was nothing much, and was put out before the
Fire Brigade arrived. . . . Auntie M. first noticed smoke
coming out of the window.”” The writer goes on to say (and
this seems to me very interesting), ‘‘ M. gave me a sleeping
powder on Sunday night, so I slept heavily, in spite of the
pain.” She also says that she thought about him a good deal
on Monday night when she had seen what a sight she was, but

not on Sunday.’

The case is interesting, not only from the de-
tailed nature of the coincidence, but because it
illustrates one of the chief obstacles to obtaining
good evidence in cases of this kind. The letter

V Yournal, S. P. R., July, 1903, p. 263. A case very similar to Mr, H.
B.'s will be found in my Adpparitions and Thought Transference (p. 200).
The percipient in that case, Sir Edward Hamilton, K.C.B., had a vision of
his brother with his arm seriously affected, horribly red, and bent back at
the wrist. The date of the dream is attested by a note in the percipient’s

diary.
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which Mr. H. B. had actually written on the Mon-
day was not sent, through fear of ridicule. Some-
times it is a feeling of quite a different order which
stands in the way of a written note being made.
Thus, Miss G. had a dream of her brother dying
in his berth on board ship. Miss G. was so con-
vinced that her brother was dead (in fact he died
about twelve hours later), that she ceased to send
her usual letters to him ; but, in place of making a
written note of an experience which she felt too
sacred for the purpose, she kept an invitation card
to a children’s party to remind her of the exact
date.! In another case, in which a child of fourteen
saw the apparition of a young man of about nine-
teen on the day of his death, the percipient told no
one of her experience, save her sister who was
present at the time; and adds, * Although I wished
to put it down in my diary (which I had not kept
for some time), I was afraid to do so; I therefore
made marks to remind myself.”?

In the last case, it will be observed, the vision
was a waking hallucination, a much more impres-
sive experience than a dream, and one much more
likely therefore to be recorded. But we have some
statistics to show that even hallucinations are very
rarely recorded beforehand. Out of sixty-two hal-
lucinations coincident with a death, obtained through
the Census enquiry, a written note is said to have

1 Yournal, S. P, R., December, 1804.
% I have seen the *‘ mark ” in the diary—a simple triangle with no com-
ment of any kind.
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been made before news of the death in six cases
only. In only one—the narrative just cited—has
the note actually been preserved, and this, as has
been shown, in an ambiguous form. There are
altogether 1942 hallucinations reported in the Cen-
sus enquiry, and in only forty-nine of these, 7 e.,
2.5 per cent., is any record (diary or letter) said to
have been written within twenty-four hours of the
occurrence.! We can hardly expect therefore that
a note of a dream will be made at the time, unless
the percipient should happen to be specially in-
terested in the subject.

In the following case also the correspondence
between the dream and the event appears to have
been very detailed ; though in one important par-
ticular, the identity of the person in the water, the
dreamer was at fault.

No. 24. From Miss C. CLARKSON®

ALVERTHORPE HALL, WAKEFIELD
May 8th, 1894.

On Sunday, May sth, 1894,® my sister and I were boating
on the river Derwent, in Yorkshire (near Kirkham Abbey),
with a party of friends in a small steam launch. Between 3
and 4 o’clock in the afternoon, we had all landed to gather
cowslips in the fields, and on returning to the boat, for some
reason the usual plank for landing was not in position, and we
jumped in turn from the bank on to the flat end of the boat.
I was the last, and in jumping missed my footing and slipped

! Proceedings, S. P, R., vol. x., pp. 211 and 220. Of course only a small
proportion of the 1942 hallucinations showed any correspondence with a

death or other event.
* Yournal, S. P. R., July, 1895,

3 The first Sunday in May, 1894, was really the 6th,
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into the water, catching the edge of the boat, however, with
my hands as I went, and supporting myself—so that I was not
totally immersed, though the water was a good depth where
we were, Two of the gentlemen rushed forward and pulled
me out by my arms. I said as I was being hauled up, “ It is
no use pulling so hard, you hurt me.” One of them said,
“We must pull, if we are to get you out.” I was got on to
the boat in a very short time, and was never in any danger.

We returned to our own home the next day, and never
mentioned in the slightest way the little accident to any one,
lest my father, who is a very old man, should be alarmed or
worried at what had happened. Shortly after we returned,
my step-mother said # my sister, * Have you had an accident
on the river?” “I? No,” said my sister. [Mrs. Clarkson
then related her dream.]

According to my step-mother’s account, my father also
seemed to have been a little anxious and uneasy in his sleep
that night, and in the morning rather pointedly asked her
if she had dreamt anything, but said nothing further; and
nothing was afterwards said to him to make him aware of
what had happened. My step-mother’s dream was during the
night after the accident occurred.

CHRISTABEL CLARKSON.

Miss Clarkson adds:

I have asked Mrs. Clarkson if she ever had any other
dreams of the kind, but she says not.

The following is Mrs. Clarkson’s account of her

dream :
May 14th, 1894.

On Sunday night, May 6th, 1894, [I had] a dream which
appeared remarkable; in effect, was this—that Louisa Clark-
son was in the water apparently drowned, and I said, “ Take
care, or you will go,” and pulled her in by her hair. Her
answer was, “ Do not pull so hard, you hurt me.” I still
pulled, saying, “ You had better be hurt than drowned.” The
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following day, on her return home, I inquired of her if she
had an accident during her visit. She said, “ Well, something
like one ; my sister got into the water and used just the same
words, ‘Don’t pull so hard, you hurt me."”’ Her answer
to me was, “ Well, it is strange.”

ANNIE PILKINGTON CLARKSON,

P. S.—I inquired of Louisa before hearing a word of the
accident.

Miss Louisa Clarkson also gives her confirmation
of the incident. Here, it will be seen, the dream
occurred some hours after the accident. It may
be suggested that it was caused by Miss Clarkson
or her sister recalling the scene at night. Or,
again, the impression may have been conveyed
to Mrs. Clarkson at the actual time of the ac-
cident, but have remained latent until a favour-
able opportunity came for its emergence into
consciousness.!

A dream related to us by Mr. G. R. Sims fur-
nishes a parallel for the mistake in the identity of
the chief actor in the dream-drama. Mr. Sims
dreamt that his sister came to tell him of his
father’s death. In the morning, after he had
awakened from the dream, Miss Sims actually
came, but the death which she announced was
that of his brother-in-law.?

A very large number of coincident dreams, as
might have been anticipated on the telepathic
theory, are connected with death. The following
may be cited as a typical case.

1 See below, Case 41, Chapter VI,
3 Sournal, S, P. R., October, 189g.
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No. 25. From Mgrs. MANN'
KING's FIeLD, CAMBRIDGE, 11th Feb., 1904.

On the night of Friday, January z2nd, 1904, I had a vivid
dream,

I saw my old friend, Dr. X., who left Cambridge about ten
years ago, and I had not seen him since, sitting by my side.
He took hold of my hand, saying, ‘‘ Why have you not been
to see me?” I said, “Oh! I've been so busy that I've not
been able to get away. You are so altered since I saw you
last.” “ Yes,” he said, “ but that is so long ago.” He then
disappeared. The dream so impressed me that I told it to
my husband at breakfast the next morning, Saturday, 23rd,
and also to a friend who knew the doctor, on the 25th.

On Saturday morning, the 3oth, my husband at breakfast
said he had received a memorial notice of Dr. X.’s death,
which took place on the 23rd instant, the day after my dream.

S. MANN.
A. H. MANN.

Dr. Mann appends his signature to the account
in corroboration. Mrs. Mann explained to Mrs.
H. Sidgwick that Dr. X.’s hair and whiskers when
she last saw him were iron grey, but that in her
dream they appeared white. From Dr. X.’s son
we learn that his whiskers were not quite white
and his hair only tinged with white. In any case
little weight could be attached to a correspondence
of this kind.

Dr. X. died at 4.30 A.M. on the 23rd January,
1904, so that it is possible that the dream exactly
coincided with the hour of the death.

The exact date of the dream is fixed by a note

1 Fournal, S. P. R., June, 19058.
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in Dr. Mann's diary, “ Jan. 23rd, X [full surname
given] dream.”

A narrative is quoted in the Fournal for Decem-
ber, 1895 (p. 178), in which the occurrence of a
dream presaging a death was noted in a diary
before the news was received. In another case,
printed in the Fowrnal for November, 1897, a letter
relating the dream was sent to Dr. Hodgson before
news of the event was received.

We have several cases reported to us of dreams
coincident with external events in which it is diffi-
cult to apply the theory of thought transference,
since no person is indicated as the probable agent.
Thus we have two or three cases in which a robbery
has been seen in a dream, in which the only con-
ceivable agent would appear to be the malefactor,
presumably unknown to the dreamer, and certainly
a reluctant party to the experiment.!

In other cases the death intimated in the dream
is that of -some eminent personage — President,
Duke, or professional cricketer. In view of the in-
calculable scope offered by dreams for chance co-
incidence, and the danger, when the experience has
not been actually written down at once, that the
amount of correspondence with the event may be

V A very striking example of this class is the ** prophetic '’ dream of the
murder of Terriss, the actor., I have dealt with it under the head of
prophecy, because the dream did actually precede the murder by some
hours, But the least incredible explanation which I can suggest for the
dream—which on any interpretation presents us with a difficult problem-—
is that the percipient’s experience was inspired by the brooding thoughts of
the actual murderer, a discharged super, personally unknown to him. See
below, Chapter XIV., No. 76.
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unduly magnified, it would not be wise to attach
much importance to coincident dreams of this char-
acter. But the reader may be interested in seeing
a specimen case.

An account of the incident described was sent to
Mr. Andrew Lang on the 4th December, 1901, by
Mr. Alexander Bell of the Sheffield Daily Tele-
grapk. On the 11th Mr. Bell wrote again, enclos-
ing an account from Mr. Brierley, the dreamer:

No. 26. From MR. J. A. BRIERLEY'

Mr. Bell kindly tells me that you are much interested in my
dream concerning the death of Lohmann, and for what it may
be worth I have pleasure in briefly relating what happened.

Shortly before seven o’clock on the morning of December
2nd I awoke, but, not being under the necessity of rising
early, I went off to sleep again, and it was during this period
that I dreamt Lohmann had died—I had no impression where,
although I knew he was in South Africa—and I had to write
a sketch of his career. I saw him playing again, and he was
focussed very clearly before me in the act of delivering the
ball. This, with a memory of the first match in which I ever
saw him,—the second match between the sixth Australian
team and Shaw and Shrewsbury’s Eleven that had been in the
Antipodes the previous year, played at Old Trafford on Sep-
tember 13, 14, and 15, 1888, when he and Briggs dismissed the
whole side for 35,—left a very vivid impression upon me when
I awakened, and although I attached no significance to the
dream, remembering the nature of my work, I mentioned the
incident to my wife when I got down. At that time, of course,
news of Lohmann’s death was in the papers, but as I had left
the office the previous evening by half-past nine, at which hour
the cable message had not come through, I was in ignorance
of it. Curiously enough, I did not see a paper that morning

1 Yournal, S. P. R,, May, 1902,
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until I reached the office, and the first words that were ad-
dressed to me were, “ Do you know George Lohmann is
dead ?”

I had not sought to trace any meaning to it, looking upon
it merely as a remarkable coincidence, but, as was pointed out
by one of my colleagues to whom I mentioned what had oc-
curred, the strange part of the matter is that since he left
England after the tour of the South Africans in this country,
nothing had appeared to in any way revive memories of him
at such a time. J. A. BRIERLEY.

Through the kindness of Mr. Bell, we obtained
later the following corroboration from Mrs. Brier-
ley ; this was enclosed in a letter dated December
23rd, 1901 :

All that I can say with regard to Mr. Brierley’s account of
his dream is that, just before sitting down to breakfast on the
morning he mentions, he alluded to the fact that he had had a
singular fancy in his sleep—that he had dreamt Lohmann, the
cricketer, was dead, that he had to write an obituary notice of
him, and other things which he has detailed in his own com-
munication. That he did so relate this to me at that time,
I have the clearest recollection.

(Signed) LouiE BRIERLEY.

The telegram announcing Lohmann’s death, as
we learn from Mr. Bell, did not reach the office of
the Zelegrapt until after midnight on Sunday, 1st
December.

Here, whatever significance we may attach to
the coincidence, it is at least worth noting that the
dream made a sufficient impression to induce the
percipient to relate it the next morning.

In the narratives hitherto cited the coincidence
has been of a perfectly definite character, and the
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dream has, with the doubtful exception of case No.
22, been referred at the time to the presumed
agent. Before leaving the subject, however, men-
tion should perhaps be made of the class of sym-
bolic dreams—a survival of the occult art of the
interpretation of dreams. Many cases have been
reported to us in which dreams of a particular type
are apt to recur with certain persons, indicating,
either by way of coincidence or forewarning, the
occurrence of a death in their immediate circle. It
is difficult for us in such cases to share our inform-
ant’s confidence that a dream of this kind is causally
connected with the death, partly because the dream
as a rule is not referred at the time to any particular
person, and the scope for coincidence is thus very
wide ; but mainly because it is rarely possible, even
with the most scrupulous narrator, to feel satisfied
that all the “misses” have been recorded as well
as the “hits.” In the following case, however,
though the dream did not actually suggest at the
time the death of Mrs. Medley, it called up the
thought of her. The dream, it will be seen, was
preceded by a series of waking impressions. It
should be added that dreams of these offensive
parasites, or of teeth falling out, are amongst the
commonest types of symbolic death-dreams.

No. 27. From MRrs. KNIGHT
HEATHLANDS, MALVERN WELLS, 20th April, 1897!
I was staying at Udny Castle, in Aberdeenshire, on a visit,

! Yournal, S. P. R., October, 1897. The account was actually written
down, as stated at the end of the letter, a few days after the occurrence.
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and was going on for another visit to Lytham, in Lancashire,
on the 18th of September, 1895. I had wished Mr. and Mrs.
Udny and the friends in the house good-bye when I went to
bed, knowing I should have to make a very early start in the
morning. So I had the curtains drawn and the shutters shut
to make the room dark and to get a good night's sleep.

But I woke up with the feeling of being gently wakened ; I
was swayed, or rather rocked backwards and forwards, till I
felt the bed to see if that were moving, and then I was gently
and quietly raised up. The air fluttered over my head, a
shimmering light came, and I felt some one was detained,
lingering and hovering over me. To myself, I said : *“ Some
one is dying; some one I know is leaving this world and
blessing me” ; and then the hovering and the fluttering were
greater. Then, aloud, as if some one were willing me (for I
never speak aloud to myself), I said : “ If dear Med were here
she would tell me at once who it is.” As if in answer came
a rap by the head of my bed, a rap I have never heard before,
and was certainly not made by human hands. I jumped out
of bed, and said, “ Who am I to see?” I lit my candle, and
looked at my watch, and it was seven minutes past three, I
put the candle out, and was getting into bed, when I thought,
“How can I rest while a soul I know is passing from this
world?” and I knelt down and said a prayer for the soul. I
never thought it was my dear nurse, Mrs. Medley, whom I
always called “ Med,” but I thought of a friend I knew in
Warwickshire.

After I got into bed and put the candle out, there was a
light I cannot describe all round my bed. It was a silvery
radiance, and as it passed away flashes of gold and gold stars
fell. About five I went to sleep for half an hour, but woke up
with my hand on my neck trying to take off a flat black in-
sect. . . . One seemed on my forehead, one on my neck,
and I said again aloud: *“ This is dear Med’s Death Dream ;
how interested she will be to hear it. %o could have died
this morning?” Mrs. Medley had always told me that
dreaming of insects on the head and neck was a certain sign
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of death, and I never liked her saying this, but never
believed it.

I was travelling from 6.30 that morning, and arrived at
Lytham about 8 p.M., when I was met at the station by my
friend, with a telegram in her hand, saying, *“ My dear, I have
very sad news for vou.” And I answered, “ Then it was dear
Med.” And she said, “ Oh, I am so glad you were prepared.
We feared from the telegram it would be such an awful shock
to you.” I answered, “I was not prepared, only I know it
all now.”

I took the first train in the next morning to Malvern Wells,
where we were living, and at that station was met and told my
dear nurse had died at three. I said, “ No, it was later.,”” On
arriving at the house my sister said she had looked at the
watch, and the hands were between five and ten minutes past
three. 1t was seven minutes past three when I looked at my
watch on that morning.

The day before she had been very well, and my sisters had
taken her for a drive round Upton-on-Severn, but she was
constantly talking of me, and saying, “I am not happy about
Etta. She is not well ; I want to see her.”

I had not said in any letters that I was not well, but I had
not been very well.

She was the dearest and truest friend I have ever had, or
ever can have. She was my sisters’ and my nurse, and had
been in my father’s service before I was born.

HENRIETTA KNIGHT.

In a letter to Mr. Myers, enclosing the account,
Mrs. Knight writes:

HEATHLANDS, MALVERN WELLS, April 20th [1897].

. . . I was so afraid of imagining or forgetting, that the
day I arrived home I wrote the bare facts, which I have copied
for you. I have simply copied down what I wrote.

Mrs. Knight adds that she had no knowledge of

1

———— - —
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Mrs. Medley’s illness : and that “ the love between
her and me was greater than the love between
many a mother and child.”

It will be seen that the idea of death had been
already summoned up by the previous waking ex-
perience, and that the dream simply embodied the
same idea in the traditional symbolic imagery—a
tradition closely associated in the dreamer’s mind
with the idea of the dying woman.



CHAPTER V
ON HALLUCINATIONS IN GENERAL

NONE of the obscure phenomena dealt with by

the Society for Psychical Research have ex-
cited more attention, and been more widely misin-
terpreted, than the apparitions of the dying which
form the subject-matter of the next chapter. Such
apparitions are reported to have occurred far back
in the world’s annals. Some historical instances
will no doubt occur to the reader. The memory of
a mental attitude now outgrown is apt to be short-
lived, and it is perhaps not superflu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>