BERNE, Switzerland, Oct. 14.—Hans
Schmidt, an aviator, was killed to-day
while making an exhibition flight. HIis

machine fell 130 feat, the gagoline ex-
ploded, and-the aviator was incinerated.

The progress in tnhe science of aviation|
has been costly in human life. With the

death of Hans Schmidt at Berne, Switzer-
land, yesterday the number of persons
killed in aercplane accidents has reached

an even hundred. |

Beginning with the death of Lieut.
Thomas K. Selfridge, the first person|
killed in an aeroplane, in 1908, the list.
of fatalitles has rapidly increased, espe-

clally in Lthe present year, when the deaths
almost doublel the combined number for

the threc preceding vears. In 1008 one
man lost his life, in 1009 four, in 1910]

thirty-iwo, and to date for the present
year sixty-three persons have been killed.
Aviation’'s viethimg include sixteen

Americans: Lisut. Selfridge, Eugene Spey-
¢r, Ralph Johnstone, Walter Archer, John
B. Moisant, Willam G. Purvis, Lieut.
George E. M. Keally, A, V. Hardle, Willlam
R, Badger, 8t. Crolx Johnstone, J. J.

Frisble, Licuis Rosenbaum, Frank H. Mll-}
ler, Dr. Charles B. Clarke, and Cromwell

Dixon. |
France has contributed more victims to,

the list than the combined numbers of
America, Germany, and Italy, her num--

ber totaling 37, Including 2 woman, Mme. |

Deniz Moore, who fell at Etampes on
July 21 of the present year. Another wo- |
man, the Baroness de la Roche, had a
narrow escape at the Rheims meet in.
July, 1910, when she fell 160 feet, break-
ing her arms and legs. ) :

German aifrmen who Ilost thelr lives
number 12, Italian 8 English 7, and Rus-
sfan 3. The others represénted in the
list were Belglans, Peruvians, Spaniards,
Hungarians, and Dutch.

Yt' hes been pointed out that whereas
in the earlier days only the most fitted,
mentally and physically, dared flights,
nowadays great numbers of amateurs do
so. The deaths for the present year in-
clude & number of aviation pupils, the
most recent being Dr, Charles B. Clarke,
an amateur who had not obtained an
aviator's license, but who made a flight
in a borrowed monoplane against orders
at the Nassau Boulevard, L. 1., aviation
meet., Dr. Clarke, whose real name was
Charles Clarke Bunting, was once a fa-
mous bicycle rider, better known in vau-
deville circles rfor his * Globe of Death *
act. IHe had helped to construct acro-
planes in the Queen Aeroplane factory
and he was anxious to learn to fly. Dur-
Ing the Nassau meet a Queen aeroplane,
equipped with a powerful Gnome motor,
a difterent affair from which Clarke had
learned to fly, had been entered by Earle
Ovington, and it was in this machine that
Dr. Clarke made the flight which cost
his life.

Double fatalities, in which rlder and
passenger were Killed, were c¢ommon
seven having occurred, while on June 18
of the present year three Frenchmen,
Capt. Princetauw, T. I.e Martin, and M.
Landron, were killed near Paris at the
start of the European circuit race, which
was won hy Lieut. Conneau, (Andre Beai-
mont.) Capt. Princetau’'s motor exploded
in midair, flooding him with gasoline and
burning Lim to death, and M. Iandron
met the same fate when the benzine ¢
the reservoir exploded. M. Le Martin wis
killed when his biplane pitched into a
tree, the motor of the machine crushing
his head.

On two occasions aviators had been
goaded to ascend by the jeers of specta-
tors, On Sept. 1 last, at the Norton
County (Kan.) Fair meet, J. J. Frisbie
went up in a crippled biplane which had
met with an aceident the.day before,
driven hy the taunts of the crowd. When
up about 100 feet the machine tipped while
making a turn and came down, crushing
him underncath., Under the same cir-
culmstances Frank H. Miller, a '"'sledo
aviator, was forced to fly at the Mans~
field (OhioY Falr by spectators, who called
him a coward. Miller had barely circled
the field, 200 feet uF. when the gasoline
tank exploded, setting fire to the ma-
chine, and burning its driver to a crisp.

Two other victims were lost while mak-
ing flights and their hodies have never
heen recovered. They are Cecil Grace, a
nephew of ex-Mayor. Grace of New York,
and Lieut. Bague, & French aviator. Grace
disappeared in a fog over the North Sea
on Dec. 22, 1010, while attempting a re-
turn flight from Calals to Dover for the
Baron de IForest prize of $20,000. He was
never heard of again. His eap, glasses.
and what was supposed to have been the
wreckage of his aerog}lane were picked up
a month later in the North Sea. off Maria-
kerke, Belgium, and later, on March 14,
a greatly disfigured body was brought to
the surf2ce at Ostend. Belgium, and was
thought to resemble the iost a.v'iator. The
executors of Grace's estate obtained leave
from the London Probate Court to pre-
sume his death on March 27,

Lieut. Bague started from Nice on June
5 for g trip to Corsica, a distance of g
little more than_ 100 miles, but nothing
had ever been heard from him again.
Torpedo boat destroyers sent out to
search could find no trace of him. Bague
carried carrier pigeons with him, and it
s supposed that the aeroplane capsized
go suddenly that he was unable {o set
them loose. Just three months before
his disappearance, on March 5§, Lieut,
Bague had established a new record for
an over-sea flight by flying over the Med-
{terranean from Antibedes to the little
island of Gorgona, a distance of 124.5
miles.

Conflicting currents in the atmosphere
which cause upward and downward mo-
tions of the air and which have been de-
geribed by experts as “ holes in the air,”
have bheen respongible for many of the
fatalities. It is the downward currents
that are partleularly dangerous to avia-
tors and which cauge the afrman to make
g, sudden drop from a great height to
within a few feet of the ground or death,
Glservers on THE TIMES'S speefal train
which followed Glenn Curtiss in his flight
from Albany, noticed that on several oc-
casions he dropped from 2 height of more
than 1350 feet to_ within 5 feet of the
ground. Wilbur Wright stated that in his
flisht up the Hudgon during the Hudson-
Fulton Celebration, there ware times
when the air seemed ﬁo 33311 and was full

like a rough r .
OfTEgmrggnth just ended has been g rec-
ord-breaking ona for aeroplane fatalities,
16. deaths having been recorded for Sep-
tember, two better than the previous rec-
ord of 14, which occurred in May, 1913,
Here is a list of those killed:

1908,

. . 17.—Yleut. Thomas E. Selfridge, Sig-
nal.l 'C%{;%ts. U. 8. A.. killed at Fort Myer, Va.,
while flying with Orville Wright in a2 Wright

"% *  Continued ox Page 8

Ehe New JJork Eimes

Published: October 15, 1911
Copyright © The New York Times



|

|

[
|
|

. youngest

AVIATION VIGTINS
NOW NUMBER 100

Continued from Page 1.

biplane; Wright had a narrow escaps and was
badiy injiured.
1009,

o. Sent, T.~Eugene J.efebre, a French avi-
ntor, Killed at Juvisy, France, while flyving in a
Wrright biplane.

3. Sept. 22.—Capt. Louis F. Ferher of the
French Army kliled at Beulogne, France, while
flving a Vaizln hiniane.

4. Sept. 22 —FEna Rossi killed in a machine
of his cwn make wnile flying near Rome.

5 Dec. 6.—Anonin Iernandex, a Spanish.
avintor but a French citlzen, killed at Nice.
France, while trying n machine of his own
constryctiun, designed after the Wright model.

1910, i

8. Jan. 4.—Leon Delagrange, one of the moat '
famous French aviators, killed in a Bleriot
ninnoplane near Bordeaux, France. .

7. April 2.—Hubert Le Blon, another well- !
known ¥French aviator, killed near Sebastian.
Spain, while driving a high-powered Bleriot
monopiane which turned turtle. i

8. May 13.—Hauvette Michelin,
French aviator, killed at Lyons, France,
an Antoinette monoplane.

A, June 2.—Aindan de Znselley, a Hungarian
aviator Kkilled by fall from a machine of his
own ccnstruction at Budapest.

10. June 17.—Eugene Speyer, a seventeen-
vear-old hoy, killed by fifty-foot fall at San
Franclsco, ]

11. June IR.—~Thaddeus Rnhl, a German avi-
ator, foarmerly a professional bievele rider,
killed near Stettin, Germany, whils flyilng a
Farman biplane,

12. July 3.—Charles Wachter, & French avi-
ator, Ykilled at Rheims, TFrance, in an An-.
toinette monanpiane,

13. July 10.—Daniel Kilnet, a RBeiglan av!-
ator, fell a* Ghent, Belglum, while fiying a
Farman hiplane. !

14. July 12.—The Hon. Charles Stewart Rolls. '
«son of Lord Llangattock, Kktlled at:

another 1
in

' Dournemnuth, England, while f{lying a Wright

'machine to turn turtle, i

biplane. .
15. Aug. 3.-—-Nicholas Rlinet, a brother of
Daniel, killed by fall of G630 feet at Liege, Bel-

fum.
gl(}. Aup. 20.—Lieut. Marquls Vivaldl of the
killed near Rome in a Farman |

Italian army,
biplane. ;

17. Aug. 27.—Van Maasdyk, a Dutchman, was
making a cross-country f{light in a Sommer,
biplane when the motor stopped, causing the:

1R, Sept. 82.—George Chavez, a Peruvian, had.
finwn over the Alps from Brigue, Switzerland, .
for a prize of 20,000 for a {light to Milan.
He tried to make 2 landing within thirty miles .
of Milan. He was wlithin thirty feet of the
ground when the wind caught his Bleriot ma.-I
chine and dashed It to the ground. Chavezl
died Sept 27, .

CArmy,
. plane tipped and Sagliett! was unable to righe it.

- 0f Hoxxey,

19. Sept. 25.—Edmond Poillot. a Frenchman,
killed at Chartres, IFrance, while flying with
a pasrenger, who escaped with slight injuries,

20, Sept. 28, —~Flockmann, a German, had a
fall of 150 feet at Muhlhausen, Germany.
He died the next day.

21L. Oct. l.—Herr }aas,
killed at Wellen, Germany.

22, Oct. 7.—Capt. Maziewlitch of the Russlan
Army, fell 1,640 feet at St. Petersburg,

23. Oct. 23.—Capt. NMadiot of the French
Army, fell 100 feet at Loual, France.

24, Oct. 25.—Lieut. Mente of the Germsan
Ar:mny killed near Magdeburg, Germany.

25. Oct. 26.—Fernande Blanchard, a French-
man, Kkilled at Issy-les-Molineux, France. He
was preparing to Jand at the finish of a 140-
mlie fligght from Bourges. 1lle was golng at -
great speed, 120_feet up, when he loat control
of his monoplanae.

249. Oct. 27.—Liecut. Saglietti of the Italian
killed at Centoselle, Italy, The aero-

another Gernian,

27. Nov. 17.—Ralph Johnstone, tiying partner
fell] &0 feet at Denver., He was’

' making a spiral glide when the lower left plane’
-0of his machine broke. :

machine and it Jdropped.

‘nette machine at Sac Paulo, Brazil.

-in® a new monoplane at Versailles, France.

2%, 20, Dee. S.—Lieut. Cammarata of the Ital-
lan Army, while flying with a soldi¢er near,
Rome in a Farman biplane, lost control of the |
Both were kliled. i
C:slo. Dec, 4.—~Walter Archer, killed at Sa]lda.i

ol.

41. Dec. Z2.—Coeil Grace, 8 nephew of ex-
Mayor Grace of New York, disappeared while
riving on a return trip across the English
gihx}m:el from France. He was flying a Wright

plane.

32, Dec. 20.—~D. Plccollo killed In an Antol-

Jd, 34. Dec. 28.—Alexander I.affort fell 200
feet at I=sy, France, on what was to have been
the start of a flight to Brussels in company
with M. Fola, who owned the machine. The

latter was alko Willed.
da0. Dec. du.—Liecut. Gaumont of the French
Army Aviation Corps fell sixty feet while test-

36, Dec. 31.—John B. Moisant killed at New

Orileans, La., while tryving for the Michelin
prize.
37. Dee., 38l.—Arch Hoxsey, the famous

Wright aviator, killed at Los Angeles, Cal.
1011,

28, Jan. 9.—-Edcuard Ruasijan, killed at Rel-
grade, Nervia.

o). Feb., G6.—Lieut. Stein of the German Mil-
ftary Aviation Service, killed at Doberlitz, Ger-
many, by a fall of 85 feet. !

4. 41.  Feb, 9.—Noel and Delatorre killed
whiles conducting trial of inllitary scroplana .
at Doual, France. Noel was aviator and Dela-|
torre passenger. !

42. March S.~Arturo Villate, killed at Afa-'
drid, Svain,

3. March 28,—Joseph Cel, killed by £2,200-
font fall at Puteaux. France, while attempting
a flight over the Seine, !

44. Apr|l 14 —French Naval Lleut. Byasson,
killed by fall at Chevreuse, France. !

4. April 18.—French Army Capt. Carron,
killed by fall of 200 fecet at Versailles, France,

49. April 20.—Louls Liere, kilied at Mour--
melon, I‘rance. |

4%, April 25.—~Willlam G. Purvis, died at Ba-
ton Rouge, l.a.: fell an March 5. :

48, 49. May l.—Matievitch and brothar, killed
at Sevastopol. ,

'meet.

50. May 4.—Cacheux, killed at Kiewit, Bel-
glum, |

51, May G6.—Rene Vallon, French aviator, |
Kkliled by fall in Shanghal, China.

52. Mayv 10.—Lteut., George E. M. Kelly, U.
3. A., killed by fall at San Antonio, Texas.

63. May 1l.—Hans RBockemueller, killed at
Johannisthal, near Berlin,

54. May 17.—A. V. Hardle. an amateur avi-
ator, killed by 100-foot fall at l.os Angeles.

85, DO, May 18.—Lfleut. Paul Dupuis and
Pierre M. Bournique, fell 250 feet at Rhelms: |
both killed. |

57—May 21.—~French Minister of War Henry
M. Berteaux killed on aviation field at Issy-:
des-Moulineaux, near Paris, by Aviator Train’s|
acroplune, j

ON—Mauy 23 —Taemmlin, killed by 200-foot fall
at Strassburg. '

ot—May 25.—Benson, aviation pupll, killed
while attempting turn at Hendon, England.

tU—May 27.—Smith, British aviator, killed by
fall of 123 feet &t St. Petershurg,

61—May 25.—Cirr|. Itallan aviator, ki!lled
when deroplane catches fire at Voghere, Italy.

62—June 3.—Quarez, killed at San Pablo,’
Brazil: fell on June 1. :

gt—June o.—Aarcel Pennot,
fell on June 1. :

G4—June b.—Lieut. Bague, 2 French aviater, '
lost while attempting flicht over the Mediter- |
ranean from Nice to Corsica.

G5—Juene 8S.—Narra, killed by fall of 800 feat
at Rome.

688, U7—June D.—Schende! and Mechan!le
;:ﬁ?safe“ over 6,000 fect at Johannisthal; both
v1laed,

65~June 9.—Vincenz Weisenbach, killed at
Wcinc_r Noustadt, Austria.

to, 70, T1—=Junc 18.-—Capt. Princetan. T. Le
Martin, and Landron, killed necar Paris at
start of European circult race. Princetau and

died at Ha.va.nn'

Lr_i.ndrnn wore hurned to denath in midair,
i=—June 20.—ILijeut. Trochon, xilled while
making first trlp as pilot at Chalons-Sur-
Marne.

73—July 14.—French aviator Fdouard Paillole
killed making exhibition flight at Algiers.
74. July 21.--2me. Deniz Moore, a French

woman, killed by 100-foot fall at Etampes,
France.

73. July 23 _Joly, killed at Juvisy <chile
making a flight in biplane. |
70. July 25.—M. Shinansky, a passenger,
killed at Tsarskce-Selo, Russia, while flving !

with M, Slusarenkos; the latter
jur_gd.

77. Aug. 1.—Germea) Napier, English aviator,
dashed to ground at Braooklands, England: pas-
Eenger escapes with injuries.

78. Aug. 15.—Willlam R. Badger, crushed to

death by his machine at Chicago aviatlon

Aug. 15.—8t. Croix Johnstone falls Into
Michlgan from height of 1,000 feet dur-l

Ridge,

was badly in-

s g -

- ==

.,
T.ake

ing Chlcago aviation meot.

». Aug. 18.—Theodore an English

‘aviator, killed at Aldershot.

81. Aug. 2f.—Lijeut. Zolotnehin, a Russlan|
military aviator, fell at St. Petersburg. :
82, Sept. 1.-~J, J. Frisble killed by fall at'
~Norton (Kan,) Falr Ground: went up in a

crippled machine because spectators called

him a faker,
Jacques de Graflly, a

83. Sept. 2.—~Lleut.
French army officer, burned to death in his
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imach!ne. which caught fire

' Rigny-la-Nonneise, France,

- 81, Sept, 2.—Capt. de Camine, another French
army officer, crushed by hils monoplane at

Nangis, France. )

853, Sept. 3.—French Alrman Maron killed by
fall near Chartres, France.

86. Sept, 4.—M. ILeforresier, French aviator,
fell 200 feet while flying in Spaln.

8§7-88. Sept. T.—Lieut. Newmann, a German
military aviator, fell with passenger, M. Le-
conte, in Germany; both were killed.

83  Bept. 7.—Carlos Tenaud dies of Injuries
‘recelved last February in Peru.
.00, Sept. 12, —Lieut, Chotard of the French
CArmy fell 300 feet at Villecoublay, France.
1 01. Sept. 16.—Edouard Nieuport. the Franch
Army acronaut, dies of injuries; fell at Verdun,
- France on Sept. 15, when wind capsized his
! aeroplane,

Sept. 17.—Lleut. R. A.

in midalr, at

Y02, Cammell of the
| British Aviation School, killed while making &
flight at Hendon, England,

83. Sept. 19.—Louis Rosenbaum killed by 600-
foot fall at Dewitt, Iowa,

04, Sept. Zi.—Frank H. Millar burned to
death in his machine at Troy (Ohio) fair
 grounds; crowd jeered him into the air.

0. Sept. 22.—Tony Castellane fell §00 feet at
AMansficld (Penn.) falr grounds.

! 06. Sept, 25.—Dr. Charles B. Clarke, once a
 famous bicycle rider, went up in a borrowed
. mcnoplane at Nassau Boulevard (L. 1.) avia-

. tion meet.
07. Sept. 29,—Capt. Englehardt, a German

'plonesr aviator, killed at Johannisthal meet;
passenger escapes with fractured skull.

98, Oct. 2.—Cromwell Dixon, *° boy [rller,’”
‘who flew over the Rocky Mountains on Sept.
80, killed by 100-foot fall at Spokane fair
grounds: cross-current of air upset machine.

99. Oct. 14.—M. Levee fell at Rheims with
machine when 250 feet in the air.

100, Oct. 14.—Hans Schmidt incinerated at
Berne, Switzerland, when making an exhibition
flight. His gasoline tank exploded and his ma-
chine fell 150 feet.

Besides the above list, four persons have
been Kkilled and dozens injured by aero-
planes getting beyond control of aviators
and falling among spectators. On Oct.
18, 1909, M. Blane, a French aviator, fell
among the erowd at Juvisy, France, mor-
tally wounded a woman and injured a
dozen other persons. On Aug. 1, 1910,
Mme, Franck, a Parisian airwoman, while
flying a biplane at Sunderland, England,
struck a fiagpole and the machine was
dashed to the ground, Kkilling a boy. Mmae.
Franck suffered a broken leg. A girl was
killed at Limoges, France, on OQOct. 13,
1010, when M. Baillod steered his mono-
plane into a crowd, besides injuring sev-
eral other persons.

On May 21, 1811, the French Minister
of War, Henri Jaurice Berteaux, was
killed and three other persons, includ-
ing Premier Monis and bhis son, were In-
jured when Avlator Train lost control of
his aeroplane at the start of tue Paris to
Madrid race, James Kinney, on Qct, 11,
1911, was struck and instantly killed at
Joplin, Mo,, by a biplane built by the Jop-
lin High School boys and plloted by Har-
old Robinson.




