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The Confirmation of the Law.

“I have chosenthe way of truth; Thy judgments have
I lasd before me”,

1 THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF JUDAISM.

The foundations upon which the mperishable structure of
Judaism has been reared are the thirteen fundamental principles
of truth which form the groundwork upon which the Laws of
Isracl are firmly established, Waith more than mortal wisdom,
with superbuman strength, with Divine itelligence did our
ancestors dig in the quarry of Infimte Science and have hewn



nan o2
MISNT DY
WR DY N9 P N o S8 by miab nx nwa TN e
35 S i 5o Sy pvaan oo Sy vOp waa Sk ma b
R (T N (33 NMAT nyInNa (2, XMan mnvsma (8 :m&n‘n
nRaxy (1 snor DWn M7 5 (0 55ennd wea mab e (7, e
AIOD TINR Sap B (N, AEpD MY X3 Dp XY DR a0 neD
DIX W3 AT I NMane (0 1 e kDY S oM kb
D Y (3 soeah oS pagh o v (%Y 3 DR
¥R 373 oo e Sxew (0 L o PO

out these thirteen basal stones which they have sohdified mto the
foundation of the Unuty,—that foundation upon which all the
hearts of Israel are umted, that everlasting foundation upon
which the house of Israel was erected to stand for all etermity !
The following are the principles which form the very conscious-
ness of every Israehite — the faith mherent to his bemng — to
beheve —

1. In the existence of a Creator;
2. In His Umty,
8. That He 1s incorporeal;
4. That He 1s Eternal,
6 That to Him alone 1s 1t right to pray;
6 That all the words of the Prophets are true;
That the prophecy of Moses our teacher 18 true and that
there has never yet arisen a prophet like unto Moses;
8 That Moses received the Torah on Sinai,
9. That God will not alter nor change His law;
10 That the Creator knows the deeds of the children of men
and their thoughts,
11. That there 18 reward for the righteous and pumshment
for the wicked.
12 That the Messiah will come at the end of days,
13. That God will quicken the dead in His abundance of
Joving-kindness.
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2 THE LIGHT OF THE TORAH.

The will of God 18 the Laght of the Torah whereby He has
caused Israel, His people, to become meritorious. It 18 the per-
petual lamp that He has commanded them to light in the temple
of Judaism, that it may serve them as testimony that the ni>w
(the Divine Presence) rests m the mdst of Israel whom He has
chosen to enlighten the world with the light of the Torah, so
that all the inhabitants of the universe may see the ways of the
Torah that leads 1ts votanes to eternal happiness; But the light
that attracts 1s also the light that searches the most hidden
recesses of the heart of the man of ahen blood who comes to
bask 1 its splendor. Rigid indeed 1s theinvestigation that seeks
to penetrate the frue purpose of hum who comes to join the
people of God, a most searching examination 18 made to discover
an ulterior motive,—Is 1t, perchance, for the love of lucre that
he embraces Israel’s faith? or perchance, because a daughter of
Igrael has taken lus eye? and as the man so the woman who
would embrace the faith of Israel, her motives also are searchingly
mgwred nto, perchance a youth of Israel has captivated her
fancy? but if therr motives are found to be pure, they are warn-
ed not too lhightly to assume such a great burden—the heavy
yoke of the Torah, they are informed of the difficulty involvéd
in the fulfillment of its commandments, all this, with a view of
causing them to abandon thewr project of becoming converted
to Judaism. However, if it has become mamfest that he 18 moved
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by the spirit of God, that the true recognition of his Creator at
last dawned upon his intellect, that the light of the Zorah dd
shime upon him and gwmded by its rays, he approached the
people of Israel to become one of them. It 1s then that we re-
ceive him m our midst with love, It 1s then that we enter lum
mto the covenant of Abraham our father, by the rites of circum-
cision and the ceremonial of immersion, in accordance with the
Law which was handed down to the Sages of Israel It 1s then
that he 18 as one of the children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
thenceforth, he can no more lay down the burden that he has
assumed, he can no more shake off the yoke of the Torah and
the obhgations of Judaism. If it 1s thus with the convert, how
much more binding 18 the faith upon the born Israelite, even
upon him whose mother alone 18 of Jewish descent, venly, he
can never change hs faith ! for his responsibihity as a Jew will
never cease (even though he should renounce Judaism) and for
all his deeds, for his heinous sins as for his trivial transgresions
will he, in the future, give an account and reckomng, for «lo!
an Israelte although he hath sinned 18 yet an Israehte” How
severely reprehenmble, therefore, 18 the misgmded action of
those who accept as proselytes to Judaism such as are renegades
to their own faith for the attainment of their sensual desire, —
those who would cloy therr lust in a mixed marriage, of whose
umon evil offsprings are begotten, those who are as undesirable
for Israel as a scab 18 for the skin, for there 18 none more despi-
cable, none more loathsome than they who (presumably) embrace
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the faith of others, but really make it serve for the play of ther
passions, they, as well as those who enter them in the faith are
morally corrupt and by their actions they incur the contempt of
all men of conscience and principle

3 THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE TORAH AND THE
LAWS OF ETHICS

Brother! I pray you, give your earnest attention to the
chapter wherein I have treated of the Foundations of the Torah
and the Laws of Ethics, for they are comparable unto precious
stones and hke costly pearls are they, Place them upon your
heart for honor and for glory, Teach them also to your children
(as 1t behooves you to do), that these words may be ever ready
on their hps, that they be engraven on the tables of their hearts,
that 1t may be well wath them all the days of their lives.

Consder, I pray you, the sixth foundation “To sanctify His
name” and know that i1t 1s based upon the verse “but I will be
hallowed among the children of Israel” Perceive how culpable
is the negligence of the men who come not to the Synagogue to
pray with the Congregation and to respond to 1373 ,&™1p and
VI (prayers of Sanctification) thus to publicly sanctify the
Ineffable Name See how by their scornfully keeping aloof they
virtually nullify one of the foundations of the Torah,—the foun-
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dations that support the entire House of Isracl Observe also,
I pray you, the seventh foundation “Not to profane His Name’
and note how it behooves us to be guarded in all our actions that
there be nothing 1n them to draw upon us the shghtest suspicion
of enil domng, that we be not a stumbhing-block, and an miquity,
in not alone causing evil to befall our own souls, but yet worse in
opening the mouths of our adversares to profane Israel’s name
and also the name of heaven. You can gauge the enormuty of that
imquity by the severity of its punishment, as he who 18 guilty of
the profanation of the Ineffable Name has not the power to sus-
pend judgment by repentance, nor to atone for it by the Atone-
ment-day, nor to expiate it by the chastisements infheted upon
him,— for the power of all these 18 suspended and Death alone
is the expiation thereof, as 1t is sa1d: “and 1t wasrevealed 1n mine
ears by the Lord of Hosts, surely this mquity shall not be
purged from you fall ye die”. For this reason have our Ancient
Sages instituted the saying of Kaddish by the son (of the deceased)
who, by his fulfillment of the commandment to “to sanctify Has
Name” amongst the many, by saymmg ¥™p also 1273 and nenip
thereby makes amend for the sins of s parents n what especially
relates to the commandment “Not to profane His Name”, for after
death only, is the {ransgression thereof pardoned.
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4. REGARDING EARLY RISING.

It is the natural mclination of a man to subject his physical
and intellectual powers to the supplying of his necesmties, fo the
increase of his possessions and to the accumulation of riches, to
these ends will the majority of men bend all therr energies to
such & degree that when compelled by necessity or goaded by the
ambition to become wealthy, they will not hesitate to perform any
physical labor no matter how wile it be, or however repugnant
to their nature, nothing they come in contact with is so filthy
that it oan soil them if it but bring them reward for their labor!

And as with their physiecal 8o with their mental powers they
will make these also smbservient to thewr ends be it ever so
opposed to their moral consciousness, be 1t ever so abhorent to
their human intelligence, for is their any barrier against their
perversion when passion misleads? How then can human
passion best be curbed ?—how can theft, murder and adultery be
prevented? Is it through the agency of human intellhgence ?
Man’s wisdom and understanding? Are not lus intellectual
powers, his wisdom and understanding subjected, even as are his
physical powers, to the supplying -of his living necessities, his
manitold desires and his love for luxuries? — What is then the
saving power ?—What is that which urges man, — nay even com-
pels him to suppress his passions ? J 18 his belwef in God and his
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JSear of Hum ' It1s but with one word MoR “forbidden” (Literally*
“bound”) which, the Law enunciates, that he 18 “bound” as with
chams of 1ron 8o that he cannot “transgress any of the command-
ments of the Lord concerning things which should not be done”.
These will he not do even 1n the utmost privacy of his appart-
ments, for he cannot say “who sees me ?” ag 1t 18 wrnitten “Can
any hide himself 1n secret places that I shall not see him ? saith
the Lord”, thisis, therefore, what the Sages meant by saymmg that
“I have the Lord always before me” 1s a great rule in the Torah
and verily, those who lack faith and acknowledge not the law,
lack reliability and are unworthy of confidence, as 1t 18 1m-
possible to place faith either in thewr words, oaths or deeds, for
they are like the veriest beasts of the forests, and 1t 1s only by
faith and by law that the umiverse and its mmhabitants can be
meintamed.

2) Look! I pray you, in the right manner and with a dis-
cerning-glance at these matters set forth in the first paragraph
“When alone or in bed let man know i whose presence he 18",
also at the second paragraph. “When he diesses or undresses
himself let him be careful not to expose his body thinking —
“Behold, I am 1n my mner chamber, who sees me ?” for the glory
of the Holy One, blessed be His Name, filleth the whole earth™
Hence you may infer that the belief m God 1s the true foundation
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for the wirtue of modesty Thus also have our Sages expounded
this verse “That His fear be before your faces, that ye sin not”,
they say—“His fear” means “shamefacedness” and that “atis a
good augury for the general excellence of a man’s character if he
18 shamefaced”

This wirtue has been Israel’s leading characteristic from
ancient times—a shamefaced people' a modest people' for every
man and woman of the children of Israel conducted themselves
in the ways of modesty, which resulted in lives of happiness for
each family who were closely bound together by the strongust
ties of love, and they of clear blood and pure bodies, led glorious
lives, and spent their long and honorable careers in peace and
prosperity, but how different, forsooth, are the lives of many n
our days,—these faithless ones, who have broken the barrers of
modesty, and whose manners and apparel betoken their lack of
ghame Their hives are errors, and as they dnft from bad o
worse, they become a reproach and an abhorence to all, 1nasmuch
a8 they have forsaken the Lord and have abandoned His Torah.

3. Brother! I pray you, observe in the third paragraph how
the Law commands you not to dress extravagantly, in order that
the habiliments of pride may notpervert your spirit nor corrupt
your morals Indeed, my beloved friend, consider, I pray you,
the endless amount of evil that this luxurious display of extra-



I o
taialeli/iatel

NRIDT PR APAN PINDY N2 D0 Do v v 135 Sy nowwn
AIDY RN AMIOED WY andy Ao kM Oxwr oy by nxoem
DR D YO NINEM MRS NIRBA R NYNIBON N T T

AP N37 1ED WA W Mok 4 > moxy ‘A w3 o
WYOP WNT R 9 e mosb b povy ouppn o R W
M wxan whaa g kb o Ao s Nk D 1 XM RPIDW
22T DYDY MY DY AL, W D MRS b ToIRA pra
X5, AR Mo ‘k 0353 e Sxaer oy nawnpa ppndb aon
(2 3 nob) Dand mard 15 Moy by 1max Hbap 130 9% AD
b Uk DmMsD wr K p 1 Shom

vagance in dress has caused —from within and without— from
within—the heavy burden that 1s thereby imposed upon us and
many other pernicious results, from wathout—the fierce flames of
hatred fanned by the breezes of envy which so oft threatend to
consume the people of Israel. How oft have we seen these fires
kindled, even in our days, by the neighbors who hate us all the
more, because they envy ue It 1s therefore proper that one
should follow the mmddle course “that which he feels to be
honorable to himself, and which also brings him honor from
mankind.

4. In the fifth paragraph it is said “A man must not walk
four paces nor utter a single word of holiness with uncovered
head, and the hittle ones must be accustomed to have their heads
covered in order that the fear of the Lord may be upon them”.
This law which forbids gomng about with head uncovered 1s
established in Israel for many generations, venerable as it 18 1n
years, essential as it 18 for the maimntenance of one of the foun-
dations of the Torah—<to fear Him” 1t has long smmee been ac-
cepted as law by our parents and thus became obligatory upon
us a8 well, it therefore remains an unalterable law by which we
must abide. (Tract. Pesachum 50, 2).



CANY & b e PR
Na)inialyp o e P gty B e tatal

A Sy nr oobney mS moouow Ann oy aBR A BTRD R

ADIBA B AMRMD DT 5 Sy 3iwb Sy asin v oppn My
AWRN ATIPAD PN WD AN TP TO, VIR BN WD 1
MY 1D AT NYII3 ABY PPI3 ANDAMD 1D WL UMK 4D DK D
1B AT NI IR NP B WD PPN NWD DY NPT Y 240
19 85 RSN P VI AMNN ST XN NRE AR TP IOWDY
/0MpnDy DNy DOoer DALY’ MIDN B DWPLD LTHN H3 BN
/ARBB DERS N 10K ,DBPDY BEY DM MAR D3 DAL YR DY
oromt by owed v gn am ond Thisy 025 nx DooeoR

SPIRITUAL PURITY, BODILY CLEANLINESS AND
CLEANNES OF PLACE.

1. The environments of a man in unigson with his spiritual
and physical conditions act and react upon each other, thus the
cleanliness of his environments, and also the purity of the air he
breathes are powerful agents for good in everything affecting
man’s physical state —the health of his body— as also his spiri-
tual powers, that of his soul and of his mntellectual faculties, of
the contrary the contrary is true. It is therefore enjoined mpon
us:— “As soon as he awakes let him say, I acknowledge unto
Thee etc.” after which he should free his body from all extra-
neous matter by the purification of hig body, the washing of his
hands and face and the rinsing of his mouth, hs attention should
then be directed towards the purity and cleanliness of his place-
It is then that he is in a proper state to worship his Creator
with holiness and purity both as to his spirit, his body and his
place

These are the ways of the holy Torah and of pure Judaism,—
but the ways of the youth who are devoid of the performance of
the commandments are not so, their souls are corrupt, their m-
tellectual faculties abandoned to abomination, for immediately
they swake, without regard for purity of spirit, bodily cleanliness
or cleannes of place, they eat their bread polluted, and thus
vitiate their hearts and oreate in themselves a miasmatic natare
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which 18 evil before heaven and baneful to humanity, their wile
passions mcessantly augmenting until they reach such a stage
that the most loathsome of creeping things serves them as food.
It 1s therefore incumbent upon parents and teachers to train up
the young from their earhest mnfancy to wash their hands immeda-
ately upon arising 1 the morning, and also to say some verses of
praise 1n order that they become accustomed to the worship of
the Lord, that 1t may cause them to go in the good and upright
way, that i1t be well with them all their Iife

THE BLESSINGS

One of the ways of the Zorah and a commandment which 1t
enjomns 18, that when one speaks to his neighbor, he should ex-
press with his lips what he truly thinks m his heart, 1f one 1s en-
jomed thus to proceed toward his neighbor who knows not what
18 1 his heart, how much more so should he thus act when he
stands before his King, the King of Kings, unto whom all secrets
are revealed and from whose eyes nothing remains concealed. It
is therefore one’s duty to worship him with lips and heart 1n um-
son. so that the blessings and praises one addresses unto Him,
ghal! not be hke the whining of a greyhound —sounds without
meaning— he should rather have his mind fixed upon the signifi-
eation of each word that he utters, and when he pronounces the
Ineffable Name (7%1) asif 1t was wniten (IX) he should con.
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centrate his mind upon the thought that He 1s the Lord of all—
that He was, 18, and will be, and when pronouncing the Name
D158 his mind should be centered upon the idea that He 1s all-
powerful Ommpotent and the source whence all power originates.

THE COMMANDMENT OF vy

Our holy Zorah has handed down to us as a leading rule that
man’s intellectual fagulties are mdissolubly bound together and
that where one 18 inclined the others must turn, thus fo see 1s to
be reminded of what one has fo do, and once reminded to do 1t—as
1t 18 wnitten “that ye may look — and remember — and do”, for
this reason hath the Torah commanded us fo attach four fringes
to a four-cornered garment that we are to wear all day for
inasmuch as Seeing, Remembering and Doing 1s like unto pre-
cept that draws precept in its tramn, m a good way, so doesit
guard us aganst the seeing, remembering and doing that draws
transgression m 1ts tremn. Therefore did our Sages, of blessed
memory, say, that the commandment of n*¥'¥ outweighs all the
commandments of the Torah. How'the heart of each Israehite
who 18 true to his God and the Torah must therefore ache when
he contemplates the spectacle presented to lum by many of this
jewish generation m thus country, who, worshiping at Fashion’s

L3
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shrine bedeck themselves with an abundance of garments that
18 an actual burden upon them, whose weight causes them to
stagger, and their fortunes are wasted, and all to conform with
the behests of frivolous fashion, while the one garment that he
18 required to wear in the fulfillment of a precept of his law that
commands hin to wear a four-cornered fringed-garment, whose
weight 18 s0 1nconmiderate as compared with the weight of one
of the superfluous garments that he wears at fashion’s dicate, and
when by the outlay of the merest trifle he 18 enabled to con-
stantly perform one of the commandments of the Lord, how 18
1t that he should esteem 1t so lightly? Why should he have a
ghghter regard for that than for the least valuable of hs numer-
ous garments? This 18 not right, my brother! Go not in the way
with them; Give them not your consent; Give no heed unto them;
Discard not the four-fringed garment, Wear 1t all day in order
that you fulfill the duty devolving upon you as a Jew, and in the
mormng, when you are standing 1n the presence of the Lord, as
you are addressing your morming prayer unto Him, I pray you
array yourself properly in a large woolen Taluh which possesses
fringes of wool, and with that enfold your entire form, or at least
the greater part thereof, and do not ape those who pervert the
commandments of the Lord by casting on their shoulders a short
gilken Talith entirely bordered with fringes which are so intri-
cately interworen that the real fringes —the N'3’S— are hardly

«
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discermible, this they wear folded together as if 1t were a muflier!
How illy they are advised thus to pervert the proper fulfillment
of the Law by not rightly performing the commandment of the
Lord who hath created us.

THE PHYLACTERIES.

The Phylacteries serve us as the emblem of our faith in the
Unity of the Ineffable Name and that He hath delhivered us from
Egypt and hath taken us unto Himself as His own people. How
rebehous, therefore, 18 the conduct of those who throw off the
yoke of heaven, and by shghting this commandment signify their
mdifference to accepting the yoke of the Eingdom of heaven
which we assume by wearing Phylacteres, by the reading of ynw
and by repetition of the n5on, they are called Rebelious Israelites
inasmuch as they do not subjugate therr body to the Divine will,
they are also called “the skull upon which p>an were not placed”
Fearful indeed is the judgment rendered against them by our
Sages, of blessed memory! Guard your soul O, Brother, walk
not m their sinful ways; Let not the fulfillment of your duty to
your Grod be as a burden unto you; Let this sign tkat you bind
upon your arm be the emblem of the faith you have in the prin-
ciples and foundations of your religion, Let it be a frontlet of
glory upon your brow sttesting to the world that you are a Jew,
true o your God and to His Torah,—in a word, these Phylacterien
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shall be a farthful testumony of your belef in God and that your
heart, your understanding and all the powers of your mind are
subjected to the ways of the Torah, and that Righteousness, Jus-
tice and Truth are the honors in which you glory “and all the
people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of
the Lord, and they shall be afraid of thee They shall revere thee
yea, they shall honor and extol thee !’

THE CONFIRMANT (7139 13),

Consider well, I pray you, what have been the ways of true
Judawsm from generation to generation, Note the manner in
which the Jewish lad was tramed from his earhest infancy When
he reached his fifth or sixth year his father or teacher taught hun
the holy seriptures, when he reached the age of ten he was taught
the Mishna (the Rabbimical treatise on the laws of the Torah)
with the Talmudical interpretation thereof and commentary there-
on, and when he was within two montns of s thirteenth year,
his father instructed him how to fulfill the obligations of Judaism
that would soon devolve upon him, now that he was about to
reach man’s estate, how well he was versed in the laws concerning
r>on! what an adept he became 1n the study of the Talmud! —
How great indeed was the joy of his father and his mother upon
that auspicious occasion, the day when he arrived at the age of



P . pm
MED 3R
o mbnn 03 paw i poven ninba SMe e awRs vavm M
730 TN R DM IO NIwD 130 IMAYD ABN YR noe oen e Spa
b3 memm 703 wwepa ARsm R wan web manb oy
553 D323 ma b ann oramy Sxeen 2 535 pd oman msbam
Ty a5 0 M a5 wyb Anmam vare pvn ek N3 Sxer oy
JINT FIITIDI DMIGDA N3 WAN WN OOVIBM Iovnn R 0T iR
3N NPT Aon DMk b peverbesn 13 by onva nr v o
M3 pebt 3N DR Nan N A oY San o oy w3 e
5oy oy ooy DnnmNy DRt amawr A bR nn Sk w mam
prd mn Sxwr oy omvan R yrpe 8 v 8O poo ,DnTOw

thirteen years and one day, for it was upon that day that he was
put to the test by the wise men of the city and stood 1t nobly!
as he demonstrated hisTalmudical erudition as well as his through
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures and of all those laws the know-
ledge of which 18 essential to every Israehite, Thenceforward he
was to become a member of the Jewish community, to step in the
ranks as one who knows his obhgations and the services that he
must render for his people and for his Torah

And now, Ipray you, consider the ways of the worthies mn
this country and see by contrast how hypocritical and inconsist-
ent are thewr so called practices of Judaism, Nurturing their
young at the breast of Civilization, they instill i their mental
consciousness the wisdom of the world, a knowledge that embra-
ces everything knowable, the language and history of all the
people of the earth — all, in fact, that can be compassed by the
human intellect —all— save one branch of knowledge which re-
mains to them as a book that 18 hermetically sealed— this s the
knowledge of Judaism ' the knowledge of their own wisdom, of
their own chirography of their own tongue -— the Hebrew
language— and of thexr own history—the Hastory of Israel!

Ignorant of the tenets of Judaism, 1t 1s but hittle wonder that
they become oblivious of their faith— indifferent to their people,
forgetful of their country and unappreciative of their glorious
descent, and in the natural evolution of these, oft gulitless, vic
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tims af parental negligence, they become estranged from their
own parents, and learn to despise those who gave them birth, the
name of Israel which they bear in spite of themselves 18 to them
but a reproach and an abomination' What a farce 1s that which
1s bemng presented 1n the Synagogue—that Sanctuary of Juda-
1sm— on the day when the confirmant (of the class we are de-
cribing) 1s about to “assume” the sacred obligations of Judaism
which are incumbent upon him from this day—now that he has
arrived at the age of thirteen years and one day, the “proud
and happy parents” having invited all of therr kith and kun —
their friends and well wishers are all assembled at the Synago-
gue and are listening 1n rapture, to the well prepared senti-
ments that the Confirmant is expressing in the unctuous language
most smtable for such a “felicitous” occasion, now he is drama-
tically swearing allegiance to the Torah and vowing to fulfill ita
commsandments from this day on, from this day—the day of his
initiation into the covenant of allegiance, and now he renders
thanks unto his parents for raising him “n the ways of the
Torah and of Judasm”, what a soul-inspiring sight 1t is to be-
hold him as he thus stands with hands upraised to heaven and
swears by the Eternal that he will accept the yoke mmposed upon
him by the Torah and the Kingdom of heaven Ah' If this were
but true! how edifying, how glorious this sight would have been!
what a dignified and instructive spectacle it would have been,
if there were any sincerity in the fine phrases that he had utter-
ed expressing his determination to assume =all the obligations of
an Israelite “to guard and to perform”, but what a smickening
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feeling of disgust does it awaken within us, how our hearts do
ache when we consider that all this 18 naught but spectacular
clap-trap 1 which the lad 1s the leading actor who by the con-
mvance of his parents and friends 18 really bidding farewell to
Judaism, for all present are fully conscious of the lad’s utter in-
difference to the Jewish faith, they well know that the well-learn-
ed lesson that he had mechanically 1epeated n the midst of
assembled Isrsel in the holy House of God 1s to him nothing
more than a senseless repetition of meaningless phrases — they
well know that this 18 not a ceremony of Confirmation of Juda-
ism, but rather the inauguration of his hiberation from Judaism,
for as lus knowledge of Israel’s laws 1s of the most superficial
sort, so is his judgment of the obligations of the Torah and of
its commandments, and as he lacks the foundation of truth he
makes the glory of the Torah to become a shame and turns its
bhss into a curse, these are the seed of the evil doers, the
ehildren of the corrupt!

How different are the ways of the Judaism that is pure and
true! It is the duty of the father to tran his son and teach
him the laws of Israel, to 1nitiate him also in the knowledge of
the Torah snd to cause him to comprehend 1ts interpretation.
I is also ipcumbent upon every Israelite and particularly upon
parents and teachers to teach the lad the laws of >en and of
the me involved by their fulfillment and of thewr sign-

~
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fication 1n order that upon the day of s joy he may enter into
the commandments with sincerity of purpose and wholeness of
heart, that he may truly fulfill his obligations to the Lord in a
way that will reflect glory upon himself and his parents who
have nurtured him at the breast of the Torah and Judaism, and
that they become children who are faithful unto the Lord, unto
His Torah, unto His people and unto His land.

THE M

The Holy Zoahr says as follows “It 18 commanded that the
son of man fasten a MM at his door-post 1n order that the re-
membrance of the Holy One, blessed be He, shall never be for-
gotten by the son of man, in this wise 1t 1s virtually like unto the
commandment of N*¥*¥ of which 1t 18 said “that ye may look upon
1t and remember etc ” thus also when the son of man doth look upon
this rememberance (the M) 1t recalleth to his mind to do the
commandments of his God”, thus far have we quoted the Holy
Zoahr

Furthermore as there 1s an impulsive nature 1n man upon
which his physical temperament and his mental disposition are
powerful factors that incessantly change and constantly affect
his moral being for good or for eil. Now as his mental faculties
are having full sway 1t 18 his 1mpulse to choose the ways of the
Torah and to fulfill 1ts commandments, to delight in t.lomg good
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and to despise evil, and again as the fires of passion burn 1n his
heart — behold the yoke of the Torah 1s cast off — the fear of
the Lord 1s banished ! Thus are all the actions of man controlled
by the impulse of this ever changing mental and physical move-
ment. It 18 therefore that the Torah hag commanded us to give
our spiritual powers full sway by subjugating our every impulse
to the will of the soul How can this best be accomphished? by
the Great and Feaiful Name being constantly before our eyes, at
the very threshold of motion—the door-post, as the section that
teaches us the Unity of the Innefable Name, and that we shalil
love Him and hearken unto His commandments 1s contammed
within the "M which we fasten upon our door-posts, so when
we look upon 1it, at our going out or coming in, we are reminded
of all the fundamental principles of the Torah, and as our minds
are permanently 1mpressed thereby it results in our impulse ever
being after the ways of the Torah and for the fulfillment of its
commandments

Fuarthermore 1n fulfiliing this commandment we place a per-
manent sign upon our door-posts whereby all who enter may
recognize the abode of the Israelite, and as this characteristic
feature of your homes can be happily distingmished by your un-
fortunate wayfaring brother who seeks your aid and support, he
will by means of the M be guided to a haven of refuge the
home of an Israelite 1n his homr of distiess where he can truly
find a brothex’s help!
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The fhm will also guard you agamnst him who would enter
your home for the purpose of doing aught antagomstic to you
or your religion, for as he will behold the nh and recognize the
abode of an Israelite, he will surely not dare to entice your sons
and your daughters or to withdraw them from the worship of the
Lord

Now what does the Lord thy God require of you in return
for all the loving kindness he has bestowed upon you, behold,
He has provided you with a dwelling and has supphed you with
all the necessities of your home, He has gratified your desire and
has furnished you with the various articles contained in your
house, and 1n return for that what does He require? that you
fasten the /N upon the door-post of your house as a token and
seal that 1t is holy unto the Lord! therefore, why should you not
fulfill the will of the Lord, when by the outlay of a few cents to buy
& M and by fastening 1t upon the door-post you can constantly
perform that commandment, your neghgence thus to do can only
be the result of your abandoning the Torah and thus forsaking
the Lord who ever seeks your welfare

PN NSNS
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THE CAPTIVITY OF ZION.

It 18 wntten, “When thou art come 1n unto the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance and possessest
1t and dwellest therein — and thou shalt speak and say efc” —
Our Sages, of blessed memory, 1 expounding the above para-
graph have declared that this commandment 1s ever 1n force —
thus, 1t applies at the present time, for the Torah has enjoined
upon every Israelite, if it 18 possible for him to do so, to em-
grate to the Land of Israel (Palestine), for though the Omni-
potent hath adjured us not to array ourselves like & wall and
go up to the land (i. e not to take it by force) nor to desperately
force an abortive restoration, and has also commanded us to be
loyal to the King in whose country we abide, there yet remains
a way of delivery for us, as taught by our Rabbins, who have
said that “when the ways that lead to the Land of Israel cease
10 be dangerous (‘3 ¥p mawnd ‘©in) 1t behooves every Israclite to
emigrate to and make his home in our Holy Land, and when,
by the grace of God, we will ment to behold that land inhabited
by the tens of thonsands of the thousands of Iurael, 1t will de-
volve upon us to re-establish the sacrificial offerings (see My
1 mwo n'e) “The offerings are made even though the Holy House
18 mwot yet buut, and the most holy offerings are eaten even
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though there be no hangings, Sacrifices that are holy in minor
degree and tithes even though there be no wall, 1t 18 then that
1t becomes our duty to build a house unto our God (as explain-
ed by our Rabbins in n% w/yp wdery  that the building of the
Holy Temple 1s prior to the kingdom of the House of David,)
and then we may hope for the coming of our righteous redeemer
at the end of days upon whom will rest the spirt of the Lord
1 a miraculous manner and by the special providence of the
God of the umverse
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE LAW
1 —To know the existence of God
2 —That one should not even think that there 1s another deity
besides God
8.—To unify Him
4 —Tolove Him.
6 —To fear Him
6 —To sanctify His name.
7.—~Not to profane His name.
8 —Not to destroy objects which were dedicated to God’s name.
9 —To listen to that prophet who speaks 1n His name,

10 —Not to tempt Him
See Maimonide’s own woids in ‘“The Foundations of the Law” and

the Commentary on the above commandments
LAWS OF ETHICS.

1 —To follow 1n God’s paths
2.—To ehing to His works (of benevolence).
8 —To love our neighbors.
4,—To love sirangers.
5 —Not to hate our brothers,
6 —To admonish (those who err).
7.—Not to put one to shame.
8.—Not to oppress the weak.
9.—Not to backbife.

10.—Not to be revengeful.
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11 —Not to cherish hatred.
{8ee Maimonide’'s own words in the ‘Laws of Ethics,” and the
commentary on the above commandments in the first chapter
LAWS OF EARLY RISING.

awn b aonw
1 —TIt 18 & great rule in the Law that man should consider,

that the Holy one, blessed be his name, whose glory filleth the
whole earth, stands by him and observes his doings, asit1s
written . “Can any hide himself 1n secret places that I shall not
see him ?” (Jerem XXIIT 24) By doing so he will at once be
imbued with humlity and the fear of the Lord, blessed be His
pame, and only be ashamed before Him, but disregard the
reproach of the sons of man who mock at him 1n the service of
God and 1n prous walk When alone or 1n bed let man know in
whose presence he 18. As soon as he awakes, let him say: «I
acknowledge unto Thee, O,Iaving and Eternal King, that Thon
hast returned my soul by Thy mercy Thy faith 1s great.” Then
let him strengthen himself like a lion and 118e early to servehis
Creator , and above all he must not come late at the time
appointed for prayers when the congregation 1s worshiping

2 —When he dresses or undresses hifnself let himibe careful
not to expose his body thmmking, “Behold, I am in my inner
chamber , who sees me?” for the Glory of the Holy One, blessed
be His name filleth the whole earth ;
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3 —Let him not dress extravagantly, for this brings man to
pride, neither let him put on mean or soiled garments, to avoid
ridicule in the eyes of men, but let him dress 1v clean garments
and of moderate price Let him also be careful to put them on
properly, to avoud reproach Moreover, let & man always sell all
that he has, if necessary, to buy shoes for his feet,

4 —Since we find that the rightside, 1n the Law, 1s the most
mportant in many commandments, therefore in dressing and 1n
other matters, a man should always give precedence to the
right, but m undressing, the left should be taken off first, for
the honor of the right. But in fastening, the left side shounld
have the precedence , because there the phylacteries are fast-
saed,

A map shonld not put on two garments at once

In the morning let him not take his shirt from the servant
to put on.

b.~—Let not a man strut haughtily with stretched out neck :
neither let him bow lns head too low, but keep the medium
geat, lest he see not him who approaches, nor how he steps,
A man’ must not -walk four yards (paces) nor utter a single

LR
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word of Loliness, with uncovered head , and the little ones must
be accustomed to have their heads covered in order that the
fear of the Lord may be upon them
LAWS OF WASHING THE HANDS IN THE MORNING

1 — When & man 11ses from his bed he 1s like a new ciea-
ture, therefore he ought to prepare himself for the service of
the Lord, so 1t 18 incumnbent upon him to sanctify and wash
himself out of the vessel, like the priest who purified his hands
daily before the service (1n the temple) Since the hands also
are restless (busy) and 1t 18 1mpossible that during the mght
they should not come 1nto contact with some unclean place.
According to the Kabbalah there 1s another reason —Therefore
immediately Le a118es from his bed, let him wash his hands up
to the wrist, as follows Let him pour the water from the
vessel first upon his 11ght and then upon his left hand three
times, then let him wash his face and be careful to dry them
well, also rinse his mouth

2, — Let him not be washed by one who has not cleansed
his hands, nor let him wash upon the ground, but into a vessel,
and let him empty the vessel into a place unfrequented by
people, and before his morming hand-washing let him not touch
his mouth, nor his nose, nor his eyes, nor his ears, nor h_ls anus,
nor the place where one 18 bled, neither eatables.
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2,—1It 18 wiitten “Bless the Loid Oh my soul and all thatis
within me bless his Holy name,” (Ps CIII 1), theiefore 1t 1s
forbidden to worship until one has cleaned oneself from ordure
and uime As1t1s the nature of man to ease himself on ansing
from his bed, therefore he should not pronounce the blessing
of hand washing 0" n503 5y while washing, but wait until he
has cleansed himself and then wash again and pronounce the
blessing 13" PN,

4 —When he awakes during the might or from his daily nap,
he must wash hig hands three times alternately (interruptedly)

without blessing
5.—These are the occasions that necessitate hand washing

1sing from one’s bed, or leaving the piivy or bath, or paring
the nails, or hair cutting, or taking off the shoes with the hand,
on copulation, on touching a louse and seaiching for vermin mn
one’s garments although one does not find a louse, on combing
the head, on touching the body in places that are covered, on
leaving & cemetry, on accompanying the dead, on entering
s death-room, or on bleeding

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE LAWS OF CLEANSING THE

BODY AND RIDDING THE HOUSE OF ALL DIRT

1.—A man should asccustom himself to ease himgelf morn-
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ing and evening, which are the proper seasons for cleanliness
Whoso defers defication 18 gmlty of ¥pwn 53, and whoso defers
urination at need, transgresses the command 49py T3 M )
and when he enters the piivy let him be modest, and two men
must not enter 1n company, nor should a man talk theie, nor
ease himself while standing, nor overstrain bimself, and when
he urinates standing let him take care not to sprinkle his shoes
and robe, and he must not hold his penis, and let him deficate
as modestly at mght as by day, and he must not wipe himself
with his rght hand

2 — Affer each defication or urination let hum wash Lis
hands and pronounce the blessing 3" N,

3.—It is written ‘Thou shalt cover thy excrement for the
Lord thy God walks 1mn the midst of thy camp ete, therefore
shall thy camp be holy that He see no unclean thing in thee
and turn away from thee” (Deut, XVIII 14—15) From this
our sages have concluded that our God walks with us every-
where, for instance, when we are engaged on a holy matter,
such ag the reading of YO¥ or piayer, or such like, then the
camp must be holy and no uncovered excrement be found there,
so that nothing unseemly may be visible to the reader, nor to
him who prays.
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4 —Even to meditate on holy things in a place where there
18 excrement or urine (even of a year-old child) 18 forbidden
until the excrement 1s covered, or a quart of water 1s thrown
into the flu1d of one urination, and wherever there 1s any doubt
whether there 18 excrement or urme present, it 1s forbadden to
pray or read until the place 18 examined, and if no exammation

"is made the prayer or reading must be repeated

5 — A privy, although partitioned off and containing no ex-
crement, and also a vessel for defication and a pot for urmation,
whether of clay or wood, and also a stool for the same purpose
must be departed from as far as the eyes can see 1 front and
four yards to one side.

6 — In the bath no one may talk or think about any holy,
matter , and it 18 forbidden to utter names appropriated to the
Holy One, blessed be his name!—even 1n & tongue not holy—
either in & bath-house or 1n dirty alleys. So also saluation ef
griends is forbidden. R

7. —Itis forbidden to discuss the matters of the Law au;i
holiness 1n the jpresence of the male or female private parts,
when exposed of«&‘iie_self -or others, even of infants, and i1t does

¥
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not suffice to close one’s eyes, but the face and body must be
turned away

LAWS OF BLESSINGS, AND “BLESSED IS HE AND
BLESSED IS HIS NAME,” AND “AMEN.”

1 — Duning every blessing the conclusion of 1t must be
kept 1n mind, and 1t 18 forbidden to do anything while blessing;
and 1t must not be uttered hurriedly , and attention must be
paid to the sigmfication of the words , and the ears must hear
what the hips utter, and, while blessing, the mouth must be
free from saliva and everything else, for 1t 18 wiitten “Let my
mouth be filled with Thy praise !”

2 — All the names appopriated to His blessed name, nog
only 1n the Holy tongue, but even 1n all languages, are forbid-
den to be uttered 1n vain It 1s forbidden to utter even a vain or
unnecessary blessing, and 1f a mistake 18 made and a blessing
uttered 1n vaimn, or the name of God spoken 1n vain, letit be
spoken “Blessed be the name of his glorious kingdom for ever,
and ever!” and if a man reminds himself 1n the middle of
the blessing or after he has spoken the name let him conclude
with “Teach me thy Statues”, and after he has said Eloha: (the
God of) let him conclude with “Israel our Fathet from Ever
lasting to Everlasting ”

3 — At every blessing that a man hears from lus neighbor



B ORI n=

Mona UM
DIPDI IO M DX N DX BN A3730 MW AR Y o
AB MIZT2 W3 973 AMND NS Y XA 79133 1Y oo oxe
AR I RN T2 N 85 e abun Mot w

DY MR NN AM3 DUDH X amyy nava Dy px pay px o
WUDY NINN ADIT P NNR 73 T3 N0 DN or A 85 pen
N3 s Sxowr wy oy N3 nane nana qabn gox oy s
MR NP KA X AR PR DY M3 oeD e 550 ame dcm
A Hp mar 8 P b kb Rdan o &S mpna mowd e
A3 A0 AR RIBA DYOWD 53N P ARk &0 ompr &b qann i
12 PHND N N33R KA Nox 153 Mo N

53 7amy anm e &S DN Do DX pENDI DX MN3R 55

let him respond at the utterance of the name ‘Blessed be He
and blessed be His name” and when he ends the blessing let
him say ‘Amen”

But 1f 1t 18 at a place where 1nterruption 18 not permitted,
and also 1n blessing 1n which he shares, such as the blessing of
the Shofar (horn) and the Megillah (scroll of Esther), and sumilar
ones, then he need not respond “Blessed 18 He and Blessed be
His name ”

4 —The response “Amen” need not be made to aman’s own
blessing, or even if he terminates a blessing together with the
reader , but 1f he 18 uttering one blessing and the reader an-
other and both terminate together, then let him respond
‘Amen ” The blessing “Let him be praised” 18 an exccption, so
also are the blessings ‘“He guards His people Isiael for ever,”
and the blessing “Let them praise thee” after “Halel” , even if
he terminates them together with the reader let him respond
Amen, and when he responds Amen let him be careful to say 1t
correctly and not snatch R and swallow the 3, and let him not
ghout louder than the 1eader, nor get in front, nor fall behind
his words, but 1mmediately the reader ends the blessing Iet'hlm
say Amen and keep 1n his mind that “The blessing 18 true and

1 believe 1n 1t.”
5 —When in doubt whether a blessing has been said or not,
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s man need not repeat 1t, and all blessings may be uttered 1n
all languages, provided they are uttered as prescribed by the
wise men, their memory be blessed It 1s forbidden to change,
to add to, or to take aught from the blessings.

LAWS OF MORNING BLESSINGS,

1.—The blessing ‘He that gives to the cock understanding,”
gshould not be uttered till the dawn, unless the cockcrow 18
heard The blessing “He that opens the eyes of the blind” even
a blind man can offer, If one puts the blessing “He that raises
the bowed down” before “He that frees the captives,” he need
not repeat the latter  And after the blessing “To occupy our-
selves with matters of the Law” and Slumber from my eyelhds,”
he need not respond *“Amen ”

9,— He whoisawake the whole night, in the morning should
offer all the morning blessings with the exception of the hand-
washing blessing D™ n5>w3 Sy and the blessingt ‘MyGod, the Soul’
and “He who takes sleep away ” Concerning the blessings of the
Law there 1s a doubt, he shonld therefore histen to 1t from others.

3.—If he does not utter the blessings before prayer, hecan
do so afterwaids with the exception of the hand-washing bless-
ing (o™ nbas ) and “My God, the Soul,” and1f he omitted “the
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blessing of the Law” before prayer, let him study (the Law)
immediately afte1 wards.

THINGS THAT ARE PROHIBITED BEFORE
MORNING PRAYERS.

1.— At da¥break 1t 18 forbidden to engage in work or busi-
ness, or to travel, or to eat and drink before prayer. As aremedy
for ilness, tea or coffee with sugar and milk are allowed

2.-—A mun 18 not permitted to go to his neighbor’s door to
greet or salute him before pra.ymg, but 1f they meet, salutation
18 permitted.

LAWS OF vy

1.—The command respecting fringes s so important because
the Seriptures weighed and attached to1t all the commandments
as 1t 1t is said (Numbers XV 39) *“Thatye may look uponit, and
remember all the commandments of the Loid,” therefore every
Jew must be careful to have a bp Mo « Talith Katan” (a small
fringed garment) and wear it all day and the fringes must be
of white lamb’s wool and 1ts length must be about three-fourths
of a yard and its width half a yaid, and open on both sides, the
greater part being vimble  Evsry man should also possess
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a great Talith with fringes, to wrap himself 1n while praying and
should be particular to possess handsome Talithim and be most
particular to buy bis fringes from a trustworthy m;n, soastobe
sure that they are specially twined and corded for the purpose
according to the commandment, for i1f one of the strands 1s
separated from the others 1t counts as though 1t were cut off

9 —1If 1t18 1mpossible for the embellishment of the command-
ment for the Talithim to be of wool then 1t may be of cotton, or
hemp, or silk, and the fringes must be of wool o1 the same
material as the Talith, ¢ g slk on silk ete, and 1f the Talith
18 of linen, the fringes must also be of linen

83 — The hole 1n the fringe should not be moie than three
thumbs (breadth), nor less than that of the first phalanx of the
thumb, and 1f 1n tiemng the fringe 1n the corner the space 18
lessened 1t does not matter , and the threads that fringe the
whole Talith must be cut away at the corners and these corners
must be quadrangular, and 1f when tyeing the fringe the hole
18 brought a thumb’s breadth nearer to the edge and the hole
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tears out and 1s less than required, 1t 18 stall Kosher (all right),
but above all let a seam be made around the hole and border
1n order that the requisite size may not be dimimshed.

4 —DBe careful to cut the ends of the four threads, and put
them through the hole and double them, when they will become
right, and then tie them 1nfive double knotsleaving four spaces
between them The first space must be coiled seven times, the
second——e1ght, the third—eleven, and the fourth—thnteen For
the beauty of the fringe be careful to keep the spaces all of the
same s1ze, a thnmb s breadth, and the hanging threads below
should measure eight thunmbs

5 - Before blessing let a man examine the threads of his
fringes, to see 1f they are Ko<her and sepaiate them one fiom
another, and if this examination would make him lose the time
of prayer of the congregation then he need not examine nor
separate them

He must take the Talith in his hands and while standing
bless n¥wa Auynnd “To dress with fringes” and then let him
wrap himself up and stand thus the fime 1t would take to walk
four yards  After that he may unwiap his head, but he must
take care not to let the fringes trail on the ground He must
nol enter the privy in a great Talith but only in a small Talith,
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must do so, and if his Talith fell off, even though 1t 1emained
1n his hand, he must offer a blessing

10 —Tt 18 permissible to take the fringes of one Talith and
put them on another, and to take off the fringes for the purpose
of substituting perfect or better ones, but care must be taken
not to cast the old ones away 1n an unseemly place and, even
fringes that have been pronounced unfit must not be cast outon
the garbage heap Moreover an old Talith must not be put to
unworthy use

11 —1It 1s not permissible to walk fou:r yards without fringes
and they must be carried to the heart with the left hand on
reading Pnw ‘Hear” and at the verse “Ye shall see them” he
must look at them and place them on his eyes and kiss them
because of his love for the commandments and whoever 18 care-
ful about the precept of the fringes shall attain and see the
face of the Shechinah

LAWS OF pbpn (PHYLACTERIES),

1 —1It 18 a positive command, according to the written Law
of the Torah, to fasten the Phylacteries upon the hand and head
as it 18 wnitten (Deut VL 8) “And thou shalt bind them for
a mign upon thy hand and they shall be asfrontlets between
thine eyes,” therefore after he has clothed himself with the
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Talith let him put on the phylactery for a man must progress 1n
things holy, and let hium first fasten the phylactery upon the hand
and then upon the head, and so place them in the bag that the
Talith comes first and the phylactery of the hand shall come
before that of the head, and 1f 1t happens that he first touches
the phylactery before the Talith, then he must put on the
phylactery first, but the order of the phylacteries of the hand
and head must not be altered on any account

2 — After putting the hand-phylactery on the elevated
part of the left biceps before tymng 1t let him bless P>en nond,
‘ to put on phylacteries”, and after putting on the head-phy-
lactery, before fitting 1t, let him bless {Oen mym Sy« the
commandment of the Phylacteries” and after fitting 1t let him
say “Blessed be His glorious Kingdom from Everlasting to
Everlasting”, and there must beno interruption between putting
on the phylactery of the hand and that of the head, but 1f there
18 an interruption, even by 'the prayer X317 Anw XM X and
nep, then the blessing mwanb for the hand phylacteries must
be offered on the head-phylactery in addition to m¥» 5, and
even on the semi-feast-day Ipmn 5n and when the phylacteries
according to DN 1337 are put on, which are not blessed upon,
there must be no interruption between the hand and head phy-
lacteries, but 1t 18 permissable to mterrupt with N3v npw 8 PR
and "WYIP on the semi-feast-day, or when he puts on the phy-
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lacteries of Rabeinu Tam and if the interrmption occurs omn
account of the needs of the phylactery, he need not again bless
nwnd of the hand-phylactery

3 —The phylacteries must be put on 1n a standing posture,
and having fastened that of the hand he must make seven coils
upon his forearm ; then let him put on the frontlet (head-phy-
lactery) and finally make three coils upon the middle finger—
one round the middle phalanx and two upon the lower phalanx
There should be nothing between the phylacteries and the flesh
either on the hand or head. short hairs make no difference but
long ones must be shortened

4, — The place for the frontlet begins from the margin
where the hair beginsand upwaad to the frontal foramen, where
the child's skull is soft, neither the end of the frontiet where
the straps are inserted, nor the bridge above it, must overlap
the prescribed limits, and the knet 1n the rear should be placed
above the nape of the neck, and when fastening the phylactery
of the hand care should be taken not to separate the knot from
the box ; the bridge (the part where the strap 1s ingerted)
should be above the box below Care should be taken not to
invert the straps., Should one accidently invert them, then let
him fast or redeem himself with alms giving If the phy-
lacteries without their bag fall down to the gronnd omne must
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lhikewise fast But if they fall down whilst 1n the bag, some
alms must be given

5 —The time for putting them on in the morning begins
from when one can recogmzehis neighbor, of short acquaintance
at a distance of four yards. Aslong as the phylacteries are on,
he must not let them out of his mind even for a moment, except
during mwy "o and the study of the Law Amn Twdn. No
substantial meal should be eaten whilst wearing them, but a
hittle may be eafen. But sleeping even for a little while 1s pro-
hibited

Whilst weaning the phylacteries one must keep the body
clean, be careful not to break wind. Therefore one who suffers
from mdigestion (Diarhea eto,) is exempt from >en, but if
he 18 able to restrain himself long enough for yp¥ nX™p and
ey e (The prayer contaiming eighfeen blessings), then let
him put them on But a patient who s troubled and his mind s
disturbed, 18 exempted,

6 —Concerning boliness one must progress , and as the
ssuctity of the ndEN of the head is greater than that of the hand,
is therefore forbidden to change the strap belonging to the
frontlet to that of the 1OEN of the hand, but from the hand to
that of the head 18 allowed, and if the strap of the hand s
broken near the knot (above) and he wishes to repair it by re.
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vering the lower end to sbove, 1t1s not permissible So also
the portion of the strap which forms the 7P krot must not be
shifted downward Also the bag which has contained (i’S’Dn)
phylacteries, must not be used for other purposes

7 —The father of a mino.’ ™o knows how to take care of
phylacteries must provide him. " the same so that he may
put them on, this refeis to one who has pnly to wait two or
three months to become M¥» 71 (13 jears of age) One must be
very careful to purchase them from a pious a1 d an approved
7010 seribe The straps must also be bought f10m a trustworthy
man, they must be made from skins of elean animals, which were
tanned for that purpose Great care should be taken to make
the boxes of the phylacteries square, colored black, and the
stitches must be perfect, the straps must also be black, and the
width of the straps should be no less than the length of a barley
corn. The right strap of the head phylactery <hould reach to
the navel, and the left to the chest The strap of the phylacter;
of the hand should be long enough for the fastening around the
arm, for the seven coils around the forearm and the three coils
around the middle finger, if they are biokhen let him consult
the wise

8 —The phylacteries commands of the hand and head are
two and they do not interfere with one another, Consequently
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if a man can only put on one, let him do 8o, and let him say the
blessing for the phylactery of the hand mand, and for that of
the head m31% and Ms» Sy , then let him say 1Mabn Mas ow M2
;1 o “Blessed be the name of His glorious Kingdom for
ever and ever’ If he 1s lefthanded, even 1f he became so by
habit, let him put the phylacteries upon his right hand But if
he performs all lus work with > hand and only writes with
the other, the hand whicH ¢ s the writing 1s considered the
right. But 1f he works with both hands equally well, he 18 con-~
sidered like everybody else If he 1s not lefthanded, but got

accustomed to write with the left, he 18 conmdered hike anybody
else If a lefthanded man borrows phylacteries from a right-

handed man and 1s not able to change the ("¢p) knot, then let
him place the bridde (the ¥n 3w, place where the strap 1s 1n-
serted) below, and the box—above, G50 that the 1 (letter Yod)
and the ("2p) knot, should be on the side where the heart 1s,

9.—If he has taken off the phYlacteries 1n order to go to
the toilet, when he returns and puts them or agaim he must
offer a blessing, but if he left off at a point 1n his prayer where
interruption 18 not allowed, for instance at the blesming X %Y
¢  He who forms the hight” and further he must not interrupt
with the blessings for the phylacteries when he puts them on
agam, but let him wait until after the blessing of My oy
then he should feel them and pronounce the proper blessings
for phylacteries.

-
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10.—A man is obliged to feel his phylacteries whenever he
thinks about them, This action will prevent his attention
wandering from them , he should first touch the 156N on his
hand, then that of the head When he says “And thou shalt
bind them for a sign upon thine hand” (Deut. IV, 10) he must
touch the n5sn on his hand and kiss his fingers ; and when he
says “And they shall be for frontlets between thine eyes”, let
him touch the frontlet on his head and kiss. He must be care-
ful not to cover the frontlet on his head with his Talith, The
n5on on his hand must be somewhat inclined towards the body.

11,—When he puts on the phylacteries, he must reflect that
the Holy Onme, blessed be His name, commanded us to lay
Tephilin which contain four sections, wheremn 18 written His
blessed name’s unity and the Exodus from Egypt The nben
upon his arm near the heart, and that upon the head near the
bramn 1n order that we should always remember the miracles
and wonders which He has wrought us and which teach His unity
also that to Him belongs power and dominion over those above
and below who can do with them as he pleases, he shall submit
%0 him his soul which 1s in his brain, and his heart whach is the
root of all desires and thoughts By these means he will be
mindful of the Creator and restrict his pleasures, and he will
fulfill that which 18 written . “And that ye go not about after
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your own heart and your own eyes” (Numb XV, 39) This s the
reason why 1t 18 written in the P>»on “Between thine eyes”
S

12 —The phylacteries should not be taken off until after
the M2ATD of “And a redeemer shall come to Zion”, when he says:
“May 1t be the will O Lord .. that we may keep thy statutes”.
But 1n such places where the Holy scroll is not replaced in the
Ark, on days when the Law is read, until after m¥d N3V, the
Tephilin should not be taken off before the Holy Law 18 returned
to the Ark, If there 18 a circumecision 1n the Synagogue, the
Tephilin must be kept on until the circumecision 1s over The
Tephilin should be taken off before the additional service on
v oY (New-moon-day) Everybody must take off the Tephilin
before 551 «Hallel” on the semi-holydays (w7 ) of the feast
of Tabernacles, but on BN %n of the feast of Passover, the
Congregation should take off the pP>Bn before Hallel and the
Reader after Hallel

Tho Tephilin should be taken off 1n the following manner
Let him first unwind the coils from his middle finger, then let
him take off the 75BN from his head with his left hand, then that
of his hand, then the Talith, He should not take off the Tephilin
in the presence of the Holy scroll, nor before his Rabb1 but let
him turn aside. They should be taken off whilst he 15 standing
and then let him Jiss them.
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13 —He who has no Tephilin and the congregation 18 pray-
ng, let him wait until their prayer 1s finished and then procure
Tephilin and pray by himself But 1f waiting he 1uns the risk
of missing the time of yn¥ nNX™MP let him say Yy NP without
Tephilin, and when he obtains Tephilin let him putthem on and
say M271 (blessings) on the Tephilin, then recite some Psalm,
or have them on at the N (afternoon-prayer) As the might
18 not the appropriate time for p>en 1t 18 therefore forbidden
to put them on during the nmight time

It 18 permissible to take another man’s Tephilin, without
his knowledge, put them on and say the blessing (Compare the
Rules for the Talith)

14 —It 18 proper to examine the Tephilin twice 1n seven
yoars, If the boxes are dilapidated, he must also examine the
written sections within them 1Ile must also examine them 1f
they happen to be wet

LAWS OF THE Ml

1 —1It 158 a command to fasten m® at all the door posts in
every chamber, whether the doors are made for entering or
exit But 1f there 18 one door for temporary usage for bringing
in some articles, and there 1s another door for entering and
egress then that door for other purposes needs no Mezuza, than
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A room whose dimensionsis less than 4x4 yards needsno Mezuza
The gates of courts, alleys, cities and provinces must be pro-
vided with Mezuzas, 1f they are the special property of Israel,
but 1f Gentiles also live there, there need be no Mezuza,

2.—How the Mezuza should be placed — Let him roll 1t 1n
from the bottom to the top, 1 e, fiom the last word X towards
the first word y»¥, then let him put 1t 1n a tube or something
else and fasten 1t with nails, above and below, upon the right
s1de of the entrance, on the door post But 1if he place 1t on the
left side, 1t 18 Db (unfit), There 1s no difference whether the
owner 18 lefthanded or not The Mezuza should be placed
d'agonally, 1 e the first word 3w gshould be towards the mside
and the last line towards the outside, But if one door-post 18
not wide enough let him place 1t perpendicularly

8 —The Mezuzas for the doors of imner rooms should be
placed on the right side of the door which leads to the room
that is mostly used, but if the rooms are equally in use, he musty
be gmded by the hinges of the door, i e the room into which!
the door 18 pushed 1s the more important, and the Mezuza must
thersfore be fixed upon the right door-post at the entrance

4 —The right place for the Mezuza upon the door-post is
the beginning of the upper third of the height of the door If

3
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1t 18 placed above that limit, 1t 18 W2, provided it 1s separated
from the upper door-post the space of one hand-breadth If it
18 placed below the upper third of the door, 1t must be removed
and placed properly, and a blessing said, butif 1t 1s placed
above the hand-breadth limit, it must be removed and fixed in
the proper place without saying a blessing It 1s proper to fix
it 1n outside hand-breadth space of the door-post But where
there 18 danger of thieves, then dig in the inside of the door-
post and fix the Mezuza 1n the cavity, which should be less than
one hand-breadth deep, and make some mark to indicate the
place where the Mezuza is But if a cavity cannot be made m
the door outside the door-post let him fix it upon the door-post
wnside behind the door, but never upon the wall It must not
be placed beyond a hand-breadth from the door, otherwise it1s
unfit 5os .

5 - Before fixing the Mezuza let him say the blessing —
“Blessed art Thou who hast commanded us to place the
Mezuza”, One hlessing is sufficient for the fixing of many
Mezuzas,

If the Mezuza fell down and he picked 1t up to fix 1t again,
he must say a blessing But if he removed 1t for examination
purposes and then replaces 1t, no blessing 18 necessary. A house
whose dimensions are less than 1egular 4x4 square yards, but
e 4x4 [J ematically squared, (in casc the room 18 circuy-~



D Snmen okl
baiatialih il

nnmw A3 pIp nann Syl noaw e abup rene m e Sy e paad
2r DX 75K 5o ,n573 &53 nnmo na y3p nSY ma pre AR mna Kb
JINE AR D3 WpEM Oy T30 Anmb wxan nne nya b

pn“s5 Dmas M e A5 v DR KOX ANm3 3vR nNoR PR 3
shmow pa o mnmn pr bexy omas Sy mipeny onew Aney
A pr mvand PR DY NavR 34 .0y APRM NN DN DEYY3 NYaR
SORDY I¥D AN DR ma Hnd Sman a2 nkn Tvow ms nn
373 &b nm A5 Yap® PO SO AT DX ANmD AW

apa npaa bax anmw | paoe nbavn e o pron e

YIP' PPED MR DU DN NYY R0 Y e D PO Do

mum L amp3 mavn e 535 men mwen o3 852w o
LD ANI 3N NDD 1Y %P P15 Meen

1ar or oblong shaped) must have a Mezuza fixed there but with-
out saying the blessing An entrance without the door (panel)
requires a Mezuza without a blessing, But if there 18 a door mm
those rooms mentioned above fit for a Mezuza, let him say a
blessing over it and the other will thereby be included and

exempted from a separate blessing

6.—Only such doors need a Mezuza which have two door-
posts at least 10 hand-breadths high and an upper door-post
above them, and even if there are no door-posts but the walls
and ceihng form the door frame, a Mezuza must there be fixed,
But if the room has only one door-post, for 1nstance that on one

side the wall extending beyond the door, hike this then,
if the door-post is to the left side of the entrance a Me-
zuza is not needed, but a Mezuza 18 needed 1f the door-

post 18 at the right side, but no blessing 18 necessary.

7.—Bath-honses, tanneries and Beth Huttebiloth (1mmersion
houses contaming tanks for purification) are exempt from Me-
zuza. But in stables where cattle are raised, chicken-houses,
barns, wood-bins and wine-cellars there a Mezuza is to be fixed
but withont saying a blessing Stores made for constant use
(for the whole year) are to have a Mezuza, but those for tempo-
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rary use need none, and the Booth (720) during the Feast of
Tabernacles needs no Mezuza

8, — In places frequented by children, or in such places
where at times they wash themselves or urinate, let the Mezuza
be covered Covering 18 only available if the above practices
are only occasional, but to establish a place for disgraceful
usage near the Mezuza, covering 1s not enough (unrehable)

9 —A bath-house whose door and posts lie in the ground
needs no Mezuza, also if a man hires a house rﬁsS 73 (1. e not
i Palestine) 1t needs no Mezuza for the period of 30 days

10 — If an TIsraelite moves fiom & house and another
Israelite movesin his place to live there, the former should not
remove the Mezuzas but the latter must pay for them

11 —Mezuzas belonging to individuals should be examined
twice in seven years, and those that belong to many need only
be examined twice m a S (50 years)

12 — It 1s incumbent upon every man to be particularly
careful with the command of Mezuza The Wise, blessed be
their memory, in reference to the Mezuza have declared, “That
whoever 18 careless about the Mezuza loses his children in their
infancy”, for it 1s written “That your days may be multiphed,
and the days of your children” (Deut XI, 21)

On entering and on leaving his door, let him kiss the Me-
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zaza Upon leaving his house, let hun put his hand on the
Mezuza and say “The Lord 1s my keeper, the Lord 18 my shade
upon my right hand, the Lord shall preserve my going out and
my coming in from this time forth and even for ever more”
(Ps CXXI 4,5, 8)

LAWS OF THE PREPARATION FOR PRAYER.

1 — It 18 written “Prepare to meet thy God, O, Israel”,
(Amos IV, 12) of which the interpretation 18 that every man
must prepare and put on a decent garment when he 18 to present
himself 1n prayer before him, blessed be His name, Even when
he prays in lus closet by himself he must put on proper apparel
And where 1t 18 customary to wear girdles (sashes), let him
gird himgelf and give alms before prayer, Let him also take
upon himself the command “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself” (Lev XIX, 18)

2 — Let him examine himself before prayer whether he
needs to ease himself If in need, he cannot pray, neither study
the Law, Even 1f he has performed the necessary ablutions
and has not eased himself in the morning, nevertheless, he must
wash his hands before prayer, because his attention has been
diverted, he s obliged to wash hig hands before prayer. If
there 18 no water ready and if by his endeavours to get some
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he will misa the prayer with the congregation, 1n such a case let
him clean his hands with any other substance for cleaning and
pray with the congregation

3.—He must always endeavor to pray with the congregation.
If he 18 on the road and arrives at an mn where ten male adults
fit for public prayer cannot be found, but such might be found
farther on or in some place 1n the rear, then let him advance,
four miles to the front or go one mile to the rear to find the
proper number constituting a quorum fit for public worship
Tt 1s a command of great merit to pray in the ¥R N1 (the
house where the Law 18 expounded), or nbisn n3 (the Syna-
gogue), even if he has missed the hour for prayer with the
congregation, let him pray in the 29907 n"a or MO N2 But
if there are two Synagogues let him go to the farthest, so that
he may merit the reward for extra walk Let him always strive
to be one of the first ten arrivals , and let him settle on a per-
manent Synagogue, and a place witbin 1t for worship , and al-
ways pray within four yards of his appointed place, and that
place should be near the wall, and whilst praying let him not
be near a wicked man (¥M) Also when praying at home let
him choose an appropniate place there so that he be not inter-
rupted by the members of his household.
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4 — If he 13 compelled to stay at home and cannot
possibly go to the Synsgogue or where are the proper number
(10) for pubhic worship, then let him call together ten persons
to his house so that he may worship in a congregation, and if
that 18 impossible, let him pray at the fixed hour for worship
appointed by the congregation So also 1in places where
ten people cannot be gathered together, let him pray at the
time when the congregation 1s worshiping

5,—The sanctity of the 1012 and DION4] is very great and
he should be mindful to fear Him who dwells there Therefore
it 18 forbidden to engage there in common econversation, and
only caleculations of merit M¥D are allowed there They must
be honored and kept clean and provided with light It s not
permissible there for a man to kiss even his own little children,
for men must not show there any other love, but the love of God
blessed be His name It 1s meet to remonstrate against the cus-
tom of men and women embracing and kissing each other im-
mediately after the nuptial ceremonies in the Synagogue Woe to
the eyes that behold such sacrilege!

Care shounld be taken to wipe the feet before entering a
place of worship His garments must be perfectly clean Spitt-
ing upon the floor 18 permitted, but 1t must be effaced with the
foet,

T @
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6. — It 18 forbidden to enter there merely to take shelter
from the heat 1n summer time and rain ete, in the winter If
a man goes there to call hig friend, let him recite some verse of
Scripture, or a Mishna, or a prayer, or, let him hear some re-
lhigicus discussion from others, at leastlet him st down for a
while, even that 18 considered meritorious,

Eating, duinking or sleeping, even a short nap, 1s not
allowed i1n the Synagogue But 1f 1t 1s & meritorious act, for
instance the eve of the day of Atonement (D'0MB37 D 5‘5) if
sleep overtakes him (who spends that mght in the Synagogue)
but let 1t be as far as possible from the holy Ark Omneis
allowed to eat therea M¥H NMYD (Banquet of the commandment).
Those who are halitually studying there may eat and sleep
there, 1n order that they may not interrupt their studies

7 —Citizens may compel one another to bwild Colleges
(s ©7IO7 M) or Synagogues (a ND37 M), or to purchase books
to study therein In places wherve there 1s not aiegular D
for publhic prayer (10 adults) they should compel (urge) one
another to come to prayer, so that the regular daily prayers
should not be interrupted

LAWS OF THE VERSES OF SONG IN PRAYER,
1.—From 7, “Praise ye ” until the end of 7'¢" I8 “Then

L 4
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sang Moses”, are called wm »pp («“Verses of song”) The
blessing preceding them, 1s MWRY T3, and the following bless-
mg 1s NN That part of the prayer between XY T3 and ¥“p
must not be interrupied with talk evenin the Holy tongue
(Hebrew). But in the talking of matters concerning meritorious
acts, there 1s a difference between that part of the “Verses of
Song” and their “Blessings”, and ¢ n¥™p and 1ts “Blessings”
Thus, in the “Verses of Song”, even if he 1s 1n the midst of
WRY 72 and between that and nang” and he hears some bless-
ing he may respond Amen, he may also say with the congrega-
tion the first verse of yH¥ NXMp when they recite the same,
More yet, he may interrupt his prayer and respond nny 81 R
7137 727p and 1913, But he must not interrupt hig prayer even
whilst saying the “Verses of Praise”, with the response of 7n2
02 T} “Blessed 18 He and blessed 18 His name”, or the
version Nanym Tan' “Let Him be blessed and praised”, at 373
“Bless ye”, nor at the ablution after necessaries, when the bless-
ing ¥ WK 1s not said.

2 —Whalst reciting R 712 let him stand up and take hold
of the two front fringes until he reaches the words mnawna Snm
then kiss the n*$'¥ and drop them Then the ¢ Verses of Praise’
should be recited 1n & slow and gentle voice , and particular
attention should be paid to every word and he should bear in
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mind the signification of the words, he must pause shightly
between the words “Idols” and “God made the heavens”, MW
amnd (A psalm of praise) is said while standing, snd onlyin the
week days, but not on the Sabbath nor Holidays, nor on the Eve
of Passover, nor during 1ts semi-holiday nor on the Eve of Atone-
ment day

When saymg the words “Thou openest thine hand, and
satisfiest the desire of every living thing” he must reflect upon
their signification, 1f he did not thus reflect, he must repeat
them with the proper reflection From ™1 712" (And Dawid
blessed) until DWIORT 77 M7 An8 (Thou art the Lord ete) also
from 7¢* ¢ (Then sang) until nany* (Thy name be praised)
these prayers should be said while standing

3.—The prineiple reason for praying with the congregation
18 that he may say the My noww (18 blessings) with the con-
gregation, therefore, if on arriving at the Synagogue he finds
the congregation praying, and are about to begin the blessing
" (He who forms) during the time that he dons his Tuiith and
Tephlin, he should begin the blessing M 3V (He who forms
the light) and pray with them 1n unison, and after the prayers
he can say the “Verses of Song” omitting the blessings T3
WRY and nane”, howewer 1f he have more time before the con-
gregation begin 9% he should say woxw T3 and M5 SN
nntil its conclusion, also Nane», and 1f there be yet more time he
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should say also ¥*1p3 bx 1bbn ambbn and conclude with nowsn 5
m 55nn. Time permutting still more, let him say also Wb mbbn
oo o ‘1 Nk If more time be left, he should also say the rest
af the Hallelurahs. If time permits let him also say 771 T02% until
Jnasen owb, Time further permitting, he should also say from
17 until 2 ¥ and omit all that intervenes until the ¥¥m
W1 preceding M whence he shall resume.

On Saturday and hohdays the daily “Verse of Song” take
the precedence of the especial ones for these occasions, all the
foregoing “Verses of Song” should be sad before nang®, and
on conclusion of the service let him complete the omitted parts;
However "R 12 and nang» (of previously omitted) should not
be said after the service, The blessings D™ nbwy 5 and Mo
mnn and now) OX must invariably be said only before the
nden (18 blessings) butf the rest of the blessings may be sad
also after the nben .

4 — The worshiper must be careful not to touch with his
bands any part of the body that 1s covered, or his bead, during
the entire service, if he did so touch he must wash his hands
with water, if at hand, but if he eannot lock for water, he may
cleanse the hands wito snother substance or may rub them
upon the wall.
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LAWS OF ®™p (KADDISH) AND 1313 (BLESS YE),
AND WHOM TO COUNT IN THE TEN, AND IF ANY (OF
THE 10) HAD LEFT, ALSO LAWS OF THE READER.

1 —Netther ©*Ip nor 1373 nor M¥NIP may be said, nor may
the 10 (Law) be read unless there be assembled—in one room—
ten male adults, aged at least thirteen years and one day, how-
ever if a part are 1n one room and another part in another,
they cannot count as ten; Jews, however, must not be counted
by therr polls, 1t 1s therefore customary to count them by saying
the verse oy NX ML ete (contamming 10 words) If no more
than ten be assembled, it 1s forbidden for any of them to go
out, nevertheless if a part of them left and the larger part re-
mamned, they may finish the prayer that was begun, also, 1f the
reader had begun to repeat the nben (aloud) he shall conclude
same and they may also say nen1p, the Reader also says Aty
13733 1373 MR 7O (Our God and the God of our fathers,
bless us with the three-fold blessing), but the priests do »not
“raige their hands” (in prayer) nor 18 the "2"1p said on conclu-
sion of Y NNvY, as these are different matters, i1f they (ten
persons) had begun to read in the 7™Mn and in the meantime
gome of them went out, the reading should be concluded, but



b b n=
N W"'D hhia

BPR P03 xhX BB pp PRy pEYDWD P San mvpn
mona 851 mmwvsn NN NP

an 858 P DMDW PRY 2P SR AR DN Rane NN 3
WY Iy wn naney ndana mwy A0 kb o by s o a1
mub pewn e Nen nevipae 937 533 awn amd porwy ey
Moyd 15 bR DRY LA Mab N epedra Sy N0 RN
927 53 *3 ,1p Sho e 85 pewnb pymw 1 PN DY T DN
DN DY I PYDRY DY IOW /R W TR0 MDA KON eATpaY
MEIBED PAYT P M W 53 M W 1w ‘a nem pew Soenp
YD 1N e ban

PRY MDY oW ’OR 1372 WRY pron 1 e 8OY D AN 2

nothing additional (to the seven portions) should be alotted
None should be called for Maftr, but the last of those (the 7th)
called should read the &R (a section of the prophets) without
saying the blessings

2 _After nany” the Reader says ™1 *3n (half-Kaddish),
It 1s forbidden to say Kaddish after any prayer that was not
sa1d 1n an assembly of ten, therefore 1f ten were not present at
the beginning of the service they should wait until ten assemble
before they say nang» It 18 incumbent upon them to listen
attentively to every holy word uttered by the Reader, and to
make the response with due deliberation, especially should this
be the case when 1esponding 7137 NvY &7 o8 and 1f possible
let him respond "7 MY &7 8 while standing If there be
not nine persons who hearken to the Reader, the latter should
not say ©"1p at all, because any matter of holliness cannot be
solemnized with less than ten persons, 1 e one to read and nine
to listen and respond Nevertheless 1if one 1s at silent prayer
(18 blessings) even if two, three or four of them, so long as
there remains a majority of the 3 (10 male adults) to respond:
the former should also be counted 1n but 1f one of them sleeps
he cannot be counted 1n

8.—One who did not hear the Reader say 1372 but hears
the congregation responding 71 etc, he may likewise respond
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It 18 proper to say the nen1p (Holy, Holy, ete) 1n 7N with the
congregation, but if that is not possible, he can say it privately

4 —The Reader should be possesed of bumility, and popu-
lar with the congregation endowed with a pleasantly modula-
ted and sweet voico that can stir the heart. One accustomed
to reading mn the Law, the Prophets and the Scriptures, one
whose name 1§ above the reproach of even youthful misdeeds,
if however, they cannot find one possessing all these qualfica-
tions, they should select the best amoungst them—best mn wis-
dom and in good deeds None should be appointed as perma-
nent Reader whose beard 1s not fully grown, but at hap-hazard
any male adult of the age of thirteen years and one day may
descend to the Man (Reader’s desk) but no man should pray
before the “desk” without the consent of the congregation, he,
however, who does so pray by sheer force and pride, none shall
respond 4Amen to his prayers

THE LAWS OF D@ NNMP (THE READING OF
“HEAR O ISRAEL!")

1 —The time for reading Y0¥ begins in the morning when
light enough to recognize his neighbor of short acquaintance,
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at a distance of four yards, and ends at the end of the first
quarter of the day, whether the day be long or short, the day~
time being reckoned from the morning dawn until the stars
appear It 18 most meritorious to read 1t as the Pp'm (celebrated
for piety) do, 1. e ¥P@ N®™MP and1ts blessings slightly preceding
the morning-dawn, and 758N 1mmediately following the morming-
dawn In any event, care should be taken not to delay it longer
than a quarter of the day Nevertheless, if 1t was so delayed,
1t 18 permissible to read ¥pY NXMP and 1its blessings until a
third of the day.

2 —ypY nRMp and 1ts blessings are divided into sections,
the following 18 termed “between the sections” viz, — between
MARDT WY and 137 73X, between N3AR3 SxAp» pya vmMan and
Sxne» yow, between T and 3R DR M, between YOND by
and DN Between the foregoing sections one may respond
Amen to every blessing that he hears, even more permigsible 18
1t to answer 1273 ,N27 NOY N PR and AP but TN KW M3
wY and S8 yow be need not say with thé congregation, but
in the middle of a section he should not respond 4Amen excepting
after wIpn 587 and after NOBN YW and in the ¥™p ke should
only respons from 7137 MY N X until ®wdY and on hearing
Yiort Xo5y3 PoKY he must answer 8, and m APTP he should
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only respond “Holy, holy, holy 1s the Lord of hosts the whole
earth 1s full of His Glory’, also “Blessed be the Glory of the
Lord from His place”, and if he hears 1312 either from the Rea-
der or from one who goes up to the Zorah, he must answer J113
1 o5b Jmapn -1, also on hearing the blessing of the one who
goes up to the Torah he should likewise answer Amen, and if
the congregation responds o™, he should bow as well and
mmply say without continuing,

3 — Under no circumstances must one interrupt himself
whilst saying the verses Sxen yow and obib smisbn mas b T3
T3 nor between the words BN “1 & and 2%M nny, even if a
King greets him, he should not then 1espond

4 —Before y2¥ NX"MP when he says X2 he should gather
the N'¥*¥ together and hold them with his left hand between
ring-finger and the lhittle finger towards his heart whilst he 18
saying ¥o¥ NP, and when he comes to the section of My
(Numbers XV, 37—41) he should hold them with his right hand
also, and when he says “that you may look upon 1t” he should
lay them on his eyes, look at them, and kiss them 1t 1s custom-
ary to kiss them whenever he mentionsthe word "3, he should
bold them until the words I35 D™DR» when he again kisses
them and lets them fall out of his hands Before beginning
o NX™MP he should bear 1n mind that he 18 about to perform
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the commandment of ¥ n&™p which the Creator, blessed be
He, commanded us, he should then say 5S7» yo¥ with a loud
volice, placing his right hand upon his eyes, and he should bear
in mind the sigmification of the words, taking care to say the
word NX properly, not to draw out the Aleph (}) nor to snatch
away the Heth (1) and to accentuate the Daleth (1), he should bear
1n mind and let him concentrate his thought on the fact that He
18 One 1n heaven and on the earth, and in the four quarters (of
the umiverse) After a slight pause he should say 2> d¥ 72
T3 D5 a5 1n an undertone, but on Atonement day he should
say 1t aloud, and he should bear in mind the signification of the
words, and also hear the words he utters He should also be
particular not to pronounce a “hard letter” (with Dagesh) softly,
nor give the hard pronunciation to asoft letter (without Dagesh)
Neither should he pronounce a movable Sh've as if quiescent,
nor pronounce “movable” a quiescent Sh'va He should also ac-
centuate the Aywn () of the word ¥av2 also the Zayen (3) of Y120
and of bnnan, and after DON “1 MK he should 1mmediately say
the word noX, and he should not repeat the word n® and he
should be intent upon hearing from the Reader the three words
nox oovOx 4 He who prays privately should say (before ymv
MR ‘|’>D 58 (Sxwr It1s permitted to read ¥ NRMP 1n a stan-
ding, sitting or laying position, only that when he lays, he should
lean on a sids, but if he be 11l and unable to lean on a side, he
should merely inclhme to one side During ypr nX"p he should
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not wink his eyes, nor pucker up his lips, nor point with his
fingers but if the observance of a commandment makes it
n2cessary for him to wink, 1t 18 permitted in the second section
(o bR M), He should bear in mind while saying the sec-
taon KM that he 18 obeying a positive commandment, 1 e
“to remember the departure from Egypt”

5 —If, for some reason, he was compelled to interrupt hig
reading in the middle of ypw nxvp, such as, for his bodily
necessaries, or if something unclean was found 1n that room, —
if the interruption lasted long enough for one to say the entire
yow NR™MP he must repeat the ©“p from 1ts beginning

6 A man should never be segregated fiomthe congregation,
therefore, 1f he arrives at the Synagogue and finds the congre-
gation reading ¥O® he should read the entire ¥ NX™Mp with
them, even if he had read i1t already This law applies also to
w5y ,wr and even to DBYD (special festival compsitions).

LAWS OF 1wy anbY® (EIGHTEEN BLESSINGS).

1.—The time for the Morniug Prayers begins at sunrise and
ends at a third of the day, pecvertheless if he said his prayers
at morming dawn-—his daty 1s done, and if he delayed saymng
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hig prayers (after a third of the day had passed) he has until
noon to say them, 1f noon-time had passed and he did not pray
if he wilfully neglected hisprajers,he cannot make up for 1t, but
if by error or through necessity, he may make up for it in the
prayers 1mmediately following (the omitted omes) this also
apphes to him who had erred in his pirayers, 1n a part where he
18 required to say them over agan and he just recalled (the
error) when saymg the prayers which followed,—also to him
who thought he had ample time for praying, and mm the mean-
while the time for those prayers had passed, also to him who
was preoccupied 1n his ~money affairs to save hamself from loss,
and through that he was compelled to delay his prayers until
the proper time had passed, or if he was 1ntoxicated and thus
compelled to delay them, (all the above mentioned can make up
for it after the prayers immediately following) thus, if he did
not say the evemyyng-prayers, he should, on completion of the
nben (erighteen blessings) in the morning, say pinn and MR and
then say the porSwnn nben (which means) the N ey AnBY of the
prayers which he had omitted And if he did not say the morn-
mg prayers he should make up for it during the afternoon
prayers in the following manner On completion of the 78N of
the afternoon prayers, 1onn and ME'® 18 to be smd and the nbon
rownn follows, If he failed to say the afternoon prayers he
should, after saying the evening prayers, wait as long as it takes
& person to walk four yards, then say the poYownn nben.

-
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2 — Prayers that were omitted can only be made up for in
those immediately following, thusif both Morning and After-
noon prayers were omitted, he can make up for the Afternoon
prayers on concluding the Evening prayers, but he can no more
make up for the Morning prayers On aday that 50w (Additional
service) 18 said, one whe had omitted the Morning prayers can-
not make up for 1t in the A0W but must make up for it 1n
the Afternoon prayers podenA nben can only be said if the
prayers which follow those omitted are said 1n their proper time,
but not after their time has passed

The same version that is used in the N2 N5BN (the MY
1wy of each prayer said in 1ts proper time) should lhikewise be
used 1 the Pm5wn nSon when same 1s said 1n the prayer that
follows the omitted one, thus if he did not say the Afternoon
prayers on the Eve of the Sabbath or on the Eve of a holiday
or on the Eve of the New-moon, he should say two nbbn (1 e.
repeat the MWy NNLY twice) saying the same Persion , whether
of Sabbath, holiday, or New-moon, both times The same law
applies to 72uR or D™B®  On the termination of the Sabbath,
Holiday, New-moon, 721 or D™1®, (one who makes up for the
grayers omitted on the day —above— mentioned) should say
both MbBN 1n the version of the week-days, with this exception
however that on the termination of the Sabbath or Holiday he
should say 1NN 7nat 1n the 12 nben only and not 1n the nban

Jodeni
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Having failed to say the Evening prayers on the termination
of the Sabbath or Holiday, he should say Y3nan 7n& when saying
the poy5wnn nben on the following morning, when 270 X1 (the
New-Moon) 1s two days, and he forgot to say NI 75 1n the
Afternoon prayers of the first day of ¥7n &1 and recalled his
error at the fime of Evening praycr, he should say two mbBn 1n
the Evening prayer and say 83" 75y in both, 1f however, 1n the
rmSwnn r5en with which 1t was intended to make up for the
Afternoon prayer, he also forgot to say ¥3% 15, he 18 not obhiged
to repeat the mwy Ny for the reason that as it 18 might 1t 1s
comprised in the law making 1t unnecessary for one who had
forgotten to say x3% 1y on wHn WNY night to say thempy nnpby
over again,

If nan nsy“was omitted in the Afternoon prayers 1t 18 un-
necessary to make up for it in the Evening prayer of the termi-
nation of ¥AN wNY (when NIM 7OP 18 not sa1d) for the reason
that he cannot say ¥3% 1Oy anyway and gains nothmg by the
Jpovownn nben

3 — If the A0 prayer was omtted 1t cannot be made up
for after the day passed by, but 1f omitted by the Reader in his
“silent prayers” the latters repetition of the ADW aloud is con-
mdered his poownn nben

4.—One should carefully prepare himself fo say the nnww
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7Y 1n the following manner — He should on saying 585 mban
ny stand erect, and remove any thing that might cause him to
divert his thoughts from his prayers, for instance, his phlegm
and saliva, and previous to saying 587" ¥ he should walk three
steps backwards, then say X" W% after which he should
advance three steps 1n the manner of one approaching a King,
with the consciousness that he 1s standing in the presence of
the n3'2® (Divine Presence), as it 18 written (Law II, 19) «Pour
out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord”, he should
then concentrate all hig thoughts on s prayers and in s
heart meditate the signification of the words he utters, between
the words b%2» %3 and mwy noww he should not mterrupt
himself, even to respond 137 NoY ¥ ™R, 7LAIP and 1072 taking
care to say the words Y% 2" 5%) simultaneously with the Reader
and immediately thereafter beginmng the 1Y nxwY with the
words NnBN ‘NBY ™, however the MY NNDY of ADW and NrY
should be begun with the words ®px 1 d¥ 3 Then with his
feet close together, his head shightly bowed, his eyes closed
(unless he reads his prayers from a W'D 1n which event he should
not look up from the MTD during the entire 7Y 100Y) his
hands placed over his heart, (the right above the left he should
say the 1wy nnoY with heartfelt devotion, inspired with awe
fear and humility, the prayers should be said in an undertone
yet shonld his ears hear what ns lips are uttering, but his neigh-



I % 0y

MY N

DR BOwR DX MR S nbonn Row w3 Shenm pmen kY yvam e
A0

5w x oy A 53 1ovmp Yer A3 o Sy wwp wo &S .
awer w0 ANyt Mab Sove mm 33w w aen er Sbennb by nep
353 90 pép ea SSannd b

A DY MR W DN P P nben nyza Y3 mr kS
DR NN PN KRS AM IR M2 3P NI PR P W PN M
Sp2BY 93330 AP MDY 29kK MY e 19 Sham kb a4 piin e
DIXY DY ,DBNT w0 pipy K payr k% e vpa Yoex Shen xS
Y5 K% DN ANMBBLI PO 1B TN P W K3 DRY A Sy v 395
AoRDES prv Anxb ke Dt amnd prav Oxoed m e neb
AT amn Owx Oy mden bey okt b p Sxord xéx oy

bor should not overhear bim. Every man should pray accord-
ing to the ritual of his father whether 122X or TED.

5 —He should not support himself, even shghtly, against
anything whatever, unless he be 11l when he is permitted to say
the My NnY even 1n a sitting or lying position so long as he
ean concentrate his thoughts on his prayers, when one 1is too 1l
to articulate the words he may meditate the prayersin his
heart.

6 —While saying the prayers of Yy fwe he should have
nothing 1n his hand but the "W3*® or "wn®d and there should not
be any barrier between himself and the wall, but the regular
furniture of the room such as ark or desk 18 not considered
a barrier, nor 18 a person considered a barrier, he should not
pray 1n front of any picture, unless with his eyes closed, but i
front of a looking-glass it is forbidden to pray even with closed
eyes, he should neither yawn nor hccough during the n5sn and
when compelled so to do, he should put his hand on his mouth;
he should not expectorate, but 1f there wasspittle 1n his mouth
he should eject 1t 1n his handkerehief and if he cannot do thats
he should incline towards the left hand side and spit behmd
him, being unable to spit behind he should at least turn to the
left, that being also inconvenient he may spit on the right hand
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side, he may replace his NV even 1if the greater part of 1t fell
off his shoulders, but if 1t fell off entirely he 18 not allowed to
interrapt the MY "Y1 order to wrap himself therein, but
if a 8D fell on the floor 1n front of him and 1t causes his mind
to wander from his prayers he may pick 1t up between one of

the eighteen blessings
7.—When saying iy 190 he should stand (towards the
East) facing S8 P (Palestine) his heart should breathe the
thought that he 1% confronting Jerusalem, the Holy Temple and
the Holy of Holies, if, however, he cannot meditate that he 18
standing towards Sxere & he should meditate 1n his heart that
he 1s praying to his Father in heaven
If he began My naw2 with his face towards another side
(than the East) and only became aware of 1t when 1 the middle
of the Mm@y Y , 1if possible, he should turn his face towards
S P&, but 1f he cannot do that, he may retain the same posi-
tion without even moving his feet until the end of Ny nNvY
for 1t 1s sufficient if he centers his thoughts towards the Holy
"of Holies, Ifin the room where he prays there are amages on
the Eastern wall, he should face another side and pray
8. — He should bend the knees and bow himself at the
beginming of the first blessing and at the end thereof, also at
the begimning and ending of o™ —the genuflexions— should
be performed in the following manner — On saymng M3 he
should bend the knees, and on saying 7Nk the body should be
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bowed 80 low as to cause the spinal joints to protrude, and the
head should also be 1nclined, then, before saying b he should
gently raise himself to an erect position, when saying o™ he
should likewise bend the knees and bow and regain his erect
position before saying b, One whose old age or 1llness makes
1t difficult for him to perform the genuflexions, 1s permitted to
merely bow his head In all the other blessings 1t 18 forbidden
to make any genuflexions either when beginning or ending them
On conclusion of the eighteen blessings he should say b
before saying M3 o8, and before saymng DY N2 he should
bow and walk three steps backwards after the manner of a ser~
vant who takes leave of his master, he should neither make big
strides nor take more than three steps, taking the first step with
the left foot, the second with the right, after the steps are taken,
while he 1s still bowing, he should turn to the left and say neny
1w MO then turming to the right he should say nwir min
10y 0% then he should bow 1n front of him and say 5 5
Ao 1KY S89en after which he should stand erect and say p¥a
2pon N'2 MW and should thus remsin standing with his feet
close together 1n the place where his steps ended until the
Reader reaches n2A7p (then return to his place). One who prays
privately should also stand in that position the length of time 1t
would take before+a Reader reaches newp) If there 1s
no room for him to remain standing i1n that position, or when
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D'oYD are said (before Nev1p) he should return to his place as
soon as the Reader begins the repetition of the My nawe.

9 — While saying the mvy naw¥ he should not wink his
eyes nor pucker up his hps, nor point with his fingers, and he
should not interrupt himself even to respond N2 MY K N8
or 1271 or NP but should silently listen when the foregoing
18 said by the Reader and Congregation, but after saying 1i*
p¥0 before My w8 he 18 permtted to interrupt himself 1n
order to make any of the sacred respopses also to res-
pond X

10 —1It 18 forbidden for any one to sit within four yards of
the one saying "Wy NndY whether 1t be 1n the front, behind, or
on any side of him, however one who 18 occupied jn studying
the Law may remain seated, but only behind or at the side of
the worshiper, and a feeble man should not be prevented from
sitting near the one saymng MWy Ny, It 18 hkewise forbidden
to pass within four yards in front of the one saying mwy InpP»
one may however pass by his sade or behind him,

11.—One who 1s so mtoxicated that he would be unable to
speak with the proper deference due to a great and respected
personage, is forbidden to say the nity nney, apdif he trans-
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gressed and did say 1it, his 58N 1s counted an abomination, and
he 18 obliged to repeat the Ny DY on becoming sober

LAWS CONCERNING M~ 2w AND ,pih '7&
A1) AND  NaM O

1.—On the exghth day of Solemn Assembly (n7¥Y 20¥) be-
fore the AL prayers are said, the saying of DA ™MLY M7 2D
1~ announced by the vo¥ (beadle) whereupon the Congregation

maugurate the saying of DI T™MDY M WD 1n the WY ALY
but if the announcement was not made 421 M7 WD 18 not sard

in the silent nbon. He who prays privately (on that day) should
take care to say the §DW> prayers at & time when he may be rea-
sonably sure that the Congregation had already said them, so
that he may then say mon 2wn, nW WD 18 to be said (an the
My oY) 1n the entire winter seasen and s to be discontinued
from the time that the Reader repeats the ADW prayers on the
first day of Passover He who prays privately on the first day
of Passover should make his ADW prayer precede that of the
Congregation, (so that he may yet be able to say mni1 2'd) but
if he delays saying his A0 prayers until after the Congregation
had said theirs, he must not say P™N WD 1 his NdBN.

Where 1t 1s customary to say Svn 7™M M 2% in the
summer season, it should be announced by the beadle before
the ADW prayers of the first day of Passover, are said, the same
as is done for DEIN T M WD in the ADW prayers of YBY
n-agy.
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2 —If one had omitted to say D@ 7™y M WD 1n the
Ty nwe during the winter or, by error did say 1t during the
summer, if he became aware of his error previous to concluding
the blessing b'nwn N he should in the winter say man 2wn
then B™n 53531 etc and in the summer he should turn again to
123 7R and o»n 52591 etc however if he did not become aware
of his erro1 until after he had finished the blessing (2NN 1'NB)
he must repeat the n ey nywy from the beginmng, If he erred
1n the 12y NymY ofthe Evening, morning, or additional prayers
of the first day of Passover, and did not say M9 2% or 1if he,
by error, did say MO0 2¥0 in the Evening or Morning prayers
of NT¥Y IOV he need not say the MY ANV over again

3.—In the nwy nywe of the Evening prayers of the sixtieth
day after “Wn nopn (on or about the 4th of December) D )
18 begun to be said and continued until after the first day of

. Passover If, by error, one had omitted to say D b and be-
came aware of 1t before he had concluded the blessing 772D
owen he should begin Mo a Mo Sy 735 wm 5v i ete, but if
he only became aware of 1t on coneluding b%n 772 he should
continue his prayers and when he reaches the blessing nben yow
he should say nan3b aom Sv 1M previous to saying IOW NNR '3
etc., but if he did not become aware of his omission until after
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ke concluded the blessing A5en ymw he should turn to Wby 713
and fiom there say the 1’y WY over agan, but 1f he did not
become aware of his erior until after he had fimshed the entire
nEY 1Y also the verse pymd MY he must say the entire oY
MY over sgaln

If in the summer season he, by error, said B2 5% he must
repeat the My Y beginning from w5y 72 but if he did not
become aware of his error unt:l after he had said the verse M1
;13’15 he must repeat the M’y MY from the beginning,

4 — When one 1s 1n doubt whether he did or did not say
M 2% or M 5B 1f that occured thirty days after msy Wow
(concerning M7 D) or thirty days after "o 50 ym was be-
gun to be said, or thuty days from the fiist day of Passover
(concerning the needless saying by any one of both M v and
MmN 2%p) 1t 1s taken for granted that a person says what he
bas been wont to say (and for that reason he need not repeat
the My Anw if in doubt about having said M9 22D or DM 5v)
but before the thirty days have elapsed he 1s not yet wont to
say 1t, therefore must 1epeat the My N, but he must repeat
the N7y M 1f he thinks he said MR 2'wn o1 WD b thirty
days after I'assover unless he 18 1n a place whereit 18 customary
to say S1m 9™ M @Y in the summer season when he need
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not say the nwy NNdY again, for the law 1s that 1f he 18 1 doubt
whether he sard DN T MY 3D thirty days after nsy Wy
but 1nstead of that ssid SvA 7™M MA7 2'wn he has also dene
his duty

5, — If one had omitted to say ¥3% b 1n the Morning or
Afternoon prayers of &in ¥’&7, or in the Morning, Afternoon or
Evening prayers of ©1°n (the Intermediate days of a holiday)
if he became aware of that omission before saying the blessing
pw5 129w Mo he should turn to say 3% 70 then say nnn
ete. but if he become aware of it after having concluded the
blessing ™5 1w Mnwn or before he said mb v he should
begin from ¥ and repeat the prayers, but if when he became
aware of his omission, he had already concluded p¥I> ¥ he
should say the 1wy MY over again In the Evening prayers
of & New-moon whether of one or two days, if he became aware
of his omission after he had said A 7n® M3 having pronouced
own even if he did not yet conclude with the words wivae Sndn
Y he 18 not obliged te repeat the 1wy nnww  Whenever one
18 obliged to repeat the Mvy Y, he must wail as long as it
would take one to walk four yards (paces) before domng so

6. — If the Reader had made an error whilst saying the
Ty Y 10 an undertone, 1if the error was made in the three
first blessings and the Reader became awale of it while yet time
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to rectify 1t without causing any inconvemence to the Congie-
gation (by a tedious delay) he should say the gy nE over
again, butif by so doing he would cause the Congregation to wait
too long, he should rather depend on his repetition of the Nnpw
TMYY 1n a loud tone (to make up for his error) and m that case
he must also say "% 'A% and walk three steps backwards after
his repetition of the nben

7—0n a Fast day, whether public or private W33 should be
said i the Afternoon prayers, 1t should be inserted in the
blessing n5en' yve?  If one had forgotten to say 1t and did not
beconie aware of that omission after he had said ™ fnR 12 he
need not repeat the Ny MY but he can say 1) (without con~
cluding with the words “Blessed art thou, O Lord who answer-
est in fime of trouble”) after =¥ W% before saying p¥b v,
however if he had already left his position he need not return
to say 1t.

LAWS CONCERNING THE READER'S REPETITION
OF THE EIGHTEEN BLESSINGS.
1 —After the Reader had concluded the silent 7 @y nnow
and had walked three steps backwarda he should thus remsin

standing as long as it ought to take one to walk four yards and
then return to his place and sayin an undertone MnBN MR "W
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then beginning with fAn® M2 he should repeat the Aty nnoy
m a loud tone, whilst the entire Congregation, maintaining
profound silence, should pay 1apt attention, and closely follow
the Reader’s prayers, responding 3o N2 X1 T2 and joR
where appropriate During the Reader s repetition 1t1s forbidden
for one to learn, how much more s0 then should idle conversa-
tion be avoided at that time! All that are able to stand during
the repetition shonld <tand, but there should always be at least
nine men who are paying attention and and closely following
the Reader’s prayeis so that they be not uttered in vain,

2,—When the Reader 18 done with one blessing he should
not begmn another before most of the Congregation had
responded X and, 1f on ending omne blessing he immediately
began another, the Congregation cannot respond X, and he
will bear the punishment for depriving them from responding
Amen

The M2y 70w 158 not repeated aloud unless there are at
least s1x men present (which constitutes the majority of a fm)
who had just said their prayers, but if there are not present six
men who had just said the “silent” My mwY, the entire MY
Y 18 not repeated aloud but one says the MY MY from the
beginning to 2yIpn Swi1 aloud Avvip being also said, and the
balance of the M@y navY 1s said 1n an undertone.
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8 — When one says 241 he should stand with his feet
close together and on saying 2V 213D 21D also T2 and 115D'
he should raise himself on his toes, his eyes should be uplifted,
and 1t 18 proper that they be eclosed When the Reader says
D™ the entire Congregation should bow and say the D™w of
the Rabbins (saymng 1t entirely while n a bowing posture) he
who at that time says the 7wy nnww if he 18 just saymng the
middle of the blessing he should also bow, but if he 1s just be-
ginning or ending a blessing he should not bow,

In the My naww of the Morning or of the Additional pray-
ers before the Reader says the blessing DO D% he should say
13372 AN RO O and the Congregation are to respond
¥ 1 13 respectively after each of these words hmM ,JdYM
and 5% Ona public fast-day when DwS¥ D% 15 said also 1n
the Afternoon prayers, the Reader should then also say ¥»nbx
A3 13592 wmax by, but 1t 18 not to be said 1n the house of a
Mourner nor on the Ninth of Ab.

After the Reader had finished the loud repetition of the
My "W he should say n?ﬁ ¥ 1n an undertone, and he need
not recede three steps i

4. — On a public fast day the Reader must say ¥3) in both
the Morning and Afternoon prayers between the blessings Sxu
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and 891 providing there are ten men in the Synagogue who
intend to fast the whole day, however if he forgot to say 1t and
became aware of the omission before he pronounced the b¥ of
the blessing "% 8BV he should turn to 193y, say that and also
12827 but if he only became aware of 1t after he had pronounced
the D¥ he can conclude the blessing and may say 1) in the
blessing nbBN poW the same as a private worshiper, but if at
that blessing he also omitted 1)) he should say 1t on concluding
the MY nnOY without ending 1t with the benediction,

5, — An individual who 18 saying the 10y nnoE together
with the Reader, when D'i m*r® 18 reached should respond
the "M¥V1p with the Congregation, this law also apphies when the
individual says the ey nHOY of the Morming prayers and the
Reader—the Additional prayers, or vice-versa If when the
individual reaches D'M®A 1M1 the Congregation is saying the
P of XY or of D XM he need not respond with them as
these M¥N1P are not similar to the other,

6 — Wherever a private worshiper who had erred in his
prayers 13 obliged to say them over again there also musi
the Reader who had erred in the Repetition prayer, say them
over again, with the exception of the Morning prayers of xn
21 and 00 %n when 1if the Reader had forgotten to say nhy
N3 and only became aware of 1t on concluding the ey nanwow
he 18 not compelled to repeat 1t, as we rely on the Additional



By ORI gl
Pabla oty B ot i B

A0 ROER by pramDr ame pvins px anben pébene Ty aom k0
%0 ann anban obwne owp o br Sax

»15BN P mRy eyapn S nxbe sy aeamp moyd b avn ot
Apwa 1933 P SSonn ox 5 0w Py PR EIRe DEYIPT I
,P'DEA5 MDY DIPH3 RS AP MW Ayen pr ox pobenn e
S92¥7 DY DYDY XY AP b Save

TN
Aennd P pa phn nmw 9275 PR pann Dhe YR ned K
w75 MNa RN NIMRI WRY A NYD DY PR DD N DN
neps e pnd pasem nn Mexa 20 oy Hxrow S AnmD

DI R¥TY DMIBIN PRI B PN PAn IO NIAR NRY Ty
.DBR TR OX IO DVUMK PUR NN RN DTP TR

prayers to make up for it If, however, he became aware of it
before he had finished the 7'y Nz he should turn to 1¥7

7 —It 18 the bounden duty of all to respond 7¢"Ip and the
DR after ¥AIpn %7 and after A5en yow and also make the re-
sponses to the o'v™p which the Reader says and D™ also.
Therefore one who1s1n the Synagogue but prays privately during
the time the Congregation 18 praying, he must be careful to wait
in such parts of the prayers where he s allowed to interrupt
himself (if by so doing he does not lose the time proper for
those prayers) in order that he may respond PR /1247p and DYWL
with the Congregation

LAWS CONCERNING j2mN (SUPPLICATIONS)

1 —After Yy nnow idle conversation should not be in-
dulged in but immediately thereafter inn should be said ("X
139 N7} In a room contaiming a 7N 790 one should incline his
head during the recatal of NN on the right hand side during
the Mormning prayers and on the left hand side during the
Afternoon prayers, and 1t is proper to be seated whilst saymng
4NN and when he reaches the words nwy) Mo he should rise-
On conclasion of NN the Reader says vv1p ¥n On Mondays
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and Thursdays he must stand and say 0w Xy before 1nn then
the Reader says ©™p '$n after which D®BR W 5% 18 said
standing
2,—The pnn prayers are omitted in the following days —
during the whole month of Nisan, on &1\ @87, on M2 J”S, from
D PN R0 untid after NNIY 30 DR, on the ninth and fifteenth
of Ab, the four days between the Dayof Atonement and Taber-
nacles, On Chanuka, on the 15th day of 03, on the two days of
Purim Katan also of Purim Gadol, nor 18 pann said 1n the After-
noon services preceding those days, but on New Year’s eve also
on the Eve of the Day of Atonement although ninnis not said
on these days yet 1s 1t said 1n the Afternoon prayers which pre-
cede them On New Year’s Eve jiann 1s said in the Mmoo but
not 1n the nden .
3,—1»nn 18 not said 1n a Synagogue when a Circumcision 18
to take place on that day or when the n*13 5ya (father of the
child to be circumcised or the Mohel or the Sandek are praying,
even 1f the circumcision does not take place there. If the After.
noon prayers are said in the house where a circumecision 18 to
be performed P3N 1s not to be said if the prayers are offered be-
*fore or 1n the middle of the Feast, but1f the prayers are sad
after the MmN Na73 (Grace after meals) all present should say
fann with the exception of the n1a by3, the >Mp and the p13d
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por should 3nn be said 1n a Synagogue where & jNN 18 present,
1f these be the first espousals of the bride and groom jnn should
not be said the entire seven days of their nuptials, but if they
be widow and widower or been divorced, finn 1e said only
1n the first three days. In the Afternoon prayers preceding the
Wedding Ceremony pnn should not be said In the house of
8 Mourner or where a death had occured even if there be no
mourner, }nn sghould not be »aid during the seven days of
mourning, and 1f the mourner praysin the Synagogue, the
Congregation should say pnn and the mourner should not
say 1t
LAWS CONCERNING THE READING
OF THE LAW

1. — One who takes the N\ 70D from the Holy Ark should
carry 1t 1n his rnght hand, and when he 1s carrying 1t to the place
where 1t will be read he should walk in a northerly direction
1 e at his right hand sde and when returning it to the Holy
Ark he should walk 1n & southerly direction, also at his right
bhand side, Those past whom the NN 98D 18 carried are
enjoined to accompany 1t to the place where it 18 deposited.

2. — He who “goes up to the Law” should wrap a Talith
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about him and take the shortest way for going up (to-the Bumah)
and the longest way for going down (from the Bimah) if the
distance 18 equal both ways, he should ascend at his right hand
side and descend at his left hand side, however he should not
descend until after a section of the Law had been read for the
person following

3.—He who “goes up to the Law” should open the "N "&b
and look at the lines which begin the section about to be read.
then taking hold of the two “pillars” of the Law, and closing
his eyes, he should say in a loud voice ,7WavN ‘N NX 1373 the
Congregation respondmng M3 bS5 JMapn 47 T2 (one who did
not hear the blessing from the person “called up” but did hear
the respomse of the Congregation should not say with them
an ohwb TMaLR A 713 but simply respond pR)  After the Con-
gregation had responded obwS Jmana ' A the person
¢ called up” says also " o5 7mavn ‘0 3 and then the bless-
mg W3 M3 WR to which the Congregation respond X he then
removes the left hand from the °pillar” of the Law which 18
taken hold of by the Reader who waits until after the Congre-
gation had responded ™% and then begins the Reading of the
Law in which the person ‘called up must also join, butnan
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undertone the Congregation histening i silence to every word
the Reader utters On conclusion of the reading the person
“called up” should with both hands take hold of the two pillars
of the Law and roll them together and then say the bles-ing
42y 13 N and he as well as the Reader should stand, and they
are forbidden to even lean on anything, butthe Congregation
need only stand when the person called up says 1371 and after
they had made the response, they are permitted to be seated,
.Jbut there are some who scrupulously remain standing while the
Law 18 being read, these may be seated “between the calling of
persons” (1 e after one section had heen read and another per.
son was called up) but it 18 forbidden to carry on any conversa-
tion not alone during the reading of the Liaw buteven “between
the calling of persons”, It 1s also forbidden to leave the Syna-
gogue whilst the Law 18 being read, but “befween the ealling of
persons” 1t 18 permitted to leave if very necessary.

4 If there be a }13 1n the Synagogue even 1if he be unlettered
1n the Law, providing he be a person of respectability he should
take the precedence of even one proficient 1n the law (but not a{n3)
and be the first one called up to the Law and even 1f he desires
to abrogate thig honor it 18 of no avail  After the 113 the " 18
called up, butif a " 18 not present the {3 1s called up again
1 place of the 5 and 1f there be no 13 1n the Synagogue a
or a 5% 18 called‘up instead, (the one ealling up) saying PR
47D DIPB3 DX N w5 73 %3 but if the |13 was temporaiily
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absent or was present and they were not aware of his presence,
and meanwhile they called up a "> oran S8 1n his stead, and
as the latter began the blessing the j5 returned, or they became
aware of his presence, 1f he (the %S or 'JNWW') had not yet pro-
nounced the b2’ of the blessing 132 912 "X he should leave off
sayingit, and thejidshould go up and say the blessing beginmng
with ¥372and the "5 should stand there and wait until after the
section of the {12 1s read and then go up to the Law, butif the
substitute 18 an S872" he should wait until after the portions
of the 119 and the %5 had been read and should “go up” to “erbw
(the third gortion), thislaw also apples to a %5 who was tempo-
1anly absent from the Synagogue or of whose presence none
were aware — If a 11D was called up as a substitute for the ’15,
and as the former began to say the blessing and had not as yet
pronounced the DY’ of W2 M3 N, the latter appeared or they
became aware of his presence, the J15 should leave off saying
any further and the " should go up A 170 should never be
«called up” after a "5 nor should a 79 or a "> even be called
up” after an 58" with the following exceptions — both the 112
and the "> may “go up” to pnw (the last portion) and 7"bbD
(the port-on preceding the reading of the prophets) on a Sabbath
or Holiday

5 —If the jN2 or the "5 18 oec upied 1n his prayers, 1if he is
saying “Verses of song” he should not be “called up” 1f another
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13 or b be present, but 1f he be the only iy or %5 1n the Syna-
gogue, he should be “called up” and he should go up and say
the blessing, but he should not join the Reader 1n the Law, he
should merely histen to the reading and say the blessing, but if
he be engaged 1n reading the yn¥’ and its blessings, he should
not be “called up” even 1f there be no other, and the Congrega-
tion 18 not obliged to wait until he concludes his prayers but
they may “call up” %5 or 572" 1n the place of the jn3, or the iy
who “went up” 1n place of the w5 If, however, a 3 or nb whale
occupied 1n reading ¥ had been “called up” he should “go
up” and say the blessings before and after the reading, but he
should not join 1n the reading but 1f he be standing and say-
ing the a‘lsbn, 1 e from the blessing bxen 583 undal after M
p¥5 he shonld not “go up” even 1f he was “called up” In such
cases where the 13 18 1n the Synagogue, and 1t 12 yet necessary
to “call up” a b or an S%9» in his place, 1t should not be sad
I3 8D PR (8 110 not being present) 1t should merely be said
173 Dpw3 Sxen M5 (a WO or an 5% 1n the place of a j2).
6.—If after an absent 173 or "5 was 1nadvertently “called up”
it was required to eall some one else 1nstead , that other person
should not be “called up” by his name, he should simply be
requested to “go up”, but if they “call up” the son of the absent
one, they may call him by his name, but if they called a J70 or
& " who were engaged 1n prayer, at a part where no interrup-
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tion 18 permitted, 1t is allowed to call the substitute by his name.
If an 5%72” was “called up” or even if a J13 or "> were called up
to PINR or 'vEL on a Sabbath or Hohday, and 1t was discovered
that they were absent, the one who is “called up” instead may
be “called up” by his name

7. — Two brothers (even of half-blood, whether from one
father, or from one mother) also a father and his son or grand-
son should not be “called up” in succession, even if one be ecalled
to PR and the other to vEw however this 18 permitted when
an additional 7N 5D 18 taken out for the reading of MbED, it
18 also permitted 1n any case to call up for 78D one who is not
yet m¥p "3,

If two brothers from one father or a father and son were
madvertently called up in succession, the last should not “go
up”, but if he did go up he need not go down, butif those
called were two brothers from one mother, or a grand father
and grandson, the last may “go up” without hesitation, where
the occasion requires 1t is even allowed to originally call up two
brothers from one mother, or a grand-father and a grand-son in
succession,

8 — On a pubhc fast day only those who fast are to be
called up to the Law, therefore 1f the |12 who 18 present has no
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intention of “completing the fast” (fasting until night fall)
and there be no other {13 present the former shoyld leave the
Synagogue, — however 1f he remammed and was called up, if
that occured during the Morning service of & Monday or
& Thursday, he should “go up” butif that occured on other
days, or during the Afternoon service of Mondays or Thursdays
he should not go up when called

9. — No less than three verses should be read to each one
who goes up to the Law, these should both begin and end with
a subject favorable to Israel, andthe reading should not be )
ended at a place where the name of one who did evil 18 mentioned.
The reading should be neither begunnor terminated twe verses
adjoimng the beginning or ending of a paragraph,it matters not
whether the paragraph be nmnb open (a proper space being left
open in the 7N “BD between one paragraph and the other) or
W\ND closed (where there 18 no open space between two para-
graphs), 1t 1s permitted to begin or end the reading adjoiming
a paragraph which ends in the middie of a verse, 1t 1s also per-
mitted to terminate the reading adjomning & paragraph consist-
ing of only two verses If the reading was 1nadvertently left
off at two verses adjoining a paragraph and the one called up
had said the blessing, the one who follows need only begin from
the place where the former left off, when the two concluding
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called up to roll together the W1 98D, rolls 1t in such a manner
that 1ts seam should come between the two “pillars”. On a Mon-
day or a Thursday the Reader then says p3n "1 the Congrega-
tion histening and responding b, but when fnn 1s not sad,
AY" 4 should not be said.

14, — Ten who pray together and have no 1™Mn "BD, one
should not be brought to them to read from, even if they be 1n
confinement or even on New years-day, or on the day of Atone-
ment, excepting when a day or two previously, preparations had
been made by providing an ark or desk for the N “BD as its
regular place,

It 18 permitted to bring the iMn "8d to the house of a pro-
miment man who 18 sick when necessary to read therefrom In
the cage of & prominent man who is not sick, or of a sick man
who is not prominent, the TN 7BD 18 permitted to be brougt to
‘hem only when ™3t ngmb or MO heMb is to be read. Where
the Congregation is without a ™nN "BD one of them should read
out of a ¥ in a loud tone and the Congregation should hsten
in order that the law of reading the Zorah should not be for-
gotten.

15 —If an error or MDD (something which causes 1t to be-
come invalid) was discovered in the "™in 78D, during the read-
ing the wise should be consulted.
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LAWS OF ™8 AND ]‘1’?5 N3 UNTIL THE CONCLUSION
OF THE PRAYERS

1.—The next prayer to be said is ™W& ; when saying the
verse 71 NR nMB “Thou openest thine hand”, he should ponder
well on the signification of these words, after which he should
say myab, this however 18 omitted on the following days — On
8 New-moon, on a Hanuka, on both days of Purim Katan, on
Purim Godol, on the Eve of Passover, on the Ninth of Ab, on
the Eve of Atonement day, mor 1s 1t said in the house of &
Mourner,

On that day that n¥mb 18 not sard D'BR T Ox 18 also omitted,
the mYIp of p's5 x31 should be said wita the Targum paraphrase
his attention should be fixed on 1t as he says the nen1p but the
Targum paraphrase should be said 1n an undertone, one should
be particular to say this 7P with the Congregation, therefore
1f one came to the Synagogue as the Congregation was saying
1t, he should say 1t with them, this law also applies to one who
was saying MR and 1n the meantime the Congregation reached
this 1P when he should omit all that 1ntervenes, and say the
neMp with them, after which he can complete that which he
left out. It 1s improper to leave the Synagogue before this
nerp 18 saad  On conclusion of nwb X3' the Reader must say
J3pnn I

2. — Then 2%} 18 said with careful attention to each word,
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as the saying of 1t was 1instituted by Joshua, atter that ¥™p1s
said by a Mourner, which 1s 1n turn followed by the psalm for
the day

On leaving the Synagogue one should say the verse
w1 ete and should bow towards the Holy Ark, he should
not when going out turn his back to the Holy Ark, but
should walk ssdeways When going out from the Synagogue on
the way to his house, he 1s forbidden to run or even to take
long strides, butif he goes from the Synagogue to the v N2
he obeys a Commandment by running towards 1f.

LAWS OF D\ &P (THE ORPHAN'S KADDISH)

1 —The Medrash teaches us that when the son discourses
on sacred matters in public he thereby causes his father or
mother to become meritorious (of reward in the Eternal Lafe),
1t 1s therefore the custom for a son, during the first eleven
months of the demise of either his father or mother, to say vp
also to officiate as Reader, and to seek to be called up for Maftrr,
This period begins from the day of buiial, 1 e 1if his father or
mother was 1ntered on the tenth of 5% (August 16), he should
say Kadish and pray “before the desk” until the minth (that day
included) of a8 brw (July 15) 1t being discontinued from that
mght On Jewish leap year 1t should be discontinued from
the night of the tenth of non (June 17) It 1s incumbent upon
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a father to command his sons to go according to the teaching of
the Jorah, especially endeavoring to inculcate in them a desire
to aqgustom themselves to the observance, with great care and
dilligence, of some particular commandment, whereby they may
cause their parents to become meritorious Thisis important,
being the redeeming feature 1n case 1t 18 1mpossible for the son3
at all timeg to officiate as Reader for the Congregation or to say
Kaddish, A son should, at any rate, be careful to take partin
the Evening gervice, especially on the termination of the Holy
Sabbath, this being a most propitious time for the son (by his
merit) to save his father or mother from rigorous judgements,
nevertheless one should only act as Reader with the Congrega-
tion’s consent, thus, 1f he knows how to pray, the Congregation
consenting he should pray (in publie) leaving the ¥ for
children to say One whose mother died, although his father
still lives, shounld say DIn* 1P to make his mother meritorious,
his father having no right to prevent him doing so, but he
whose father and mother are alive should not say D ¥™p for
other relations, but he 18 permitted to pray “before the desk”
and to say every Kaddish appropriated for the Reader.

2, — A male adult who had gone to the Synagogue on the
Sabbath of the nyar (his seven days of mourning) 1s entitled

to say &véry Kaddish, (even 1f during the week days he has a p
i War
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st bris house) taking the precedence over a bW W 13 (one who e
in bis thirty days of mourning) and a Yahrsei! (one keeping the
snmiversary of death of father or mother) in every Koddish.

H the nyaw 11 who is a minor prayed st the Bynagogue the
entire seven days, he is entitled to say every regular ¥™p even
tsking precedence over a OV 11 excepting when a Yakrrsil 19
present he (the mimor NY3¥ 1) is only entitled to say ome OMp»

But if there be prosent ae many Fohrseils as there are D,
the ménor MOV 1 is altogether debarred from saying amy P™p-

During mow no distinetion is made between a “guest™ and
s “sojourner” relative to the saying of U™ nordo we then apply
the rule “a part of the day is counted as the smtire day” for even
®¢ the Afternoon service of the sevenih day, be is governed oy
oll the laws of a My 13

3.—If owing $o the intervention of & holiday duriag MW
one had to forego hus moumning he is nevertheless goversed by
all the laws of & N3P 1 during the entive firel veven days be-
ginmng from the day of interment, only owing to the fact that he
attends the Synagogue he is governed by the laws relating to
& Minor 2% 13, and if his father died om a holiday he is aleo
under the laws of a Minor W™ 13 as far ss ¥™W 18 concerned,
and even though he resumes his mourning om the termimation
of the hohiday, the laws of OV malnting to Kaddich do net agply
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%0 lum excepteng during the firet seven days connting from the
day of mterment after which he i under the laws of s DWHY

One who heard of s father's or mother's demise many days
afber s ooenred, aithough he observes all the customs of mourn-
mg yet does he not come under the laws of a FW 3 excepting
the first seven days

4.—A minor X B and an adult HPIY 3 areboth governed
by the same laws, with this exeeption thet if there be present
an adult R3O0 12 and & minor MR 13 also a Yakrzew onsn occa-
mon when three DW™P sre said, vhe Yohrsew should say no
Kaddish at adl, whilst the adult MY 3 sheuld sey two DY
Jeaving only one "W for the minor M 11 the adult having
tirks prerogative on #he ground thai the seeond Kaddish was
mot thet of the minor but of the Yahreeit.

8—A Yahrseit or DV 13 take precedence over Mourners
during their eloven months of mourning, 1n the saying of all the
Beoessary WP which are sa:d regularly, and if there be pre-
seat s DWW 1 and a Yahrzait, the Yahrseit 1s entitled to one
Kaddish a4 each service of that day. If there be ss many Yahe-
neits presont as there are WP, then the mn s entirely
debarved from saying P,

6.1t there are two mourners present bosh of same time,
whiker both ame of peven days, shirty days, or aa their shewen
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months of mourning, or if both are Yahrzeits, lots should be
oast between them (to decide the precedence 1n saying Kadish)
the one who gained precedence to say Kaddish at the Evening
gervice should leave the Kaddish of the morning service for the
other one to say without again casting lots, however as to the
saying of the third Kaddish, lots should be again cast. In case
there are more than two for whom it was necessary to decide the
precedence 1n saying i by the casting of lots, the one who
had already gained the precedence and said one Kaddish, should
take no part 1n the casting of the lots for the rest until each of
the mourners had said one Kadish

LAWS RELATING TO A “SOJOUBNER” AND “GUEST”
IN REGARD TO EADDISH

1.—The member of a Congregation althowgh he 18 not are-
gident, or a remident and habitual worshiper at a synagogue of
which he is not a member, are called ‘“sojourners” under the
laws of Kaddish, not possessing either of these requisites, one
is under the laws of “guest” A remdent whois an habitual
worshiper at another Synagogue (than the one he casually
entered) is altogether debarred from saying Kaddish there, even
during nY3¥ possessing less rights than a ‘“‘guest” the latter
having no other place to pray while the former has.
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2 —If a “Sojourner” and “Guest” both have Yahrzeit, the
“Guest” 18 entirely debarred from saying Kaddish, in favor of
the “Sojourner” If there be present a “Sojourner” Db 13 or
8 PN R 13 (one during the first eleven months of mourning)
and a “Cuest” & Yahrzeit, the guest 1s entitled to the saying of
one Kaddish, and if there be present a “Sojonrner” Yahrzeit and
a “Sojourner” by 13 and a “guest”-Yahrzeit the “guest” s
entatled to say one Kaddish, nor can the “Sojourner” Yahrzeit
debar the “Guest” Yahrzeit from ssying that Kaddish, as the
latter can claim  “It 18 not you whom I deprive of a Kaddish,
but it is the 0®5¥ ja (which 18 my prerogative)”. The sojourner
Yahrzeit should say the first Kaddish, and the “Guest” the
second Kaddish, and the bwb® 13 the third Kaddish

8 —A “Sojourner” ¥n ¥ 13 and & “Guest” DO 12 are
equal and should divide the '¥"1p between them at each prayer
A “Sojourner” Yahrzeit and a “Guest” 5w 13 divide D2™p as
follows the “Sojourner” saying two b%™p and the “Guest” but
one A “Guest” ¥n 8 13 at prayer with “Sojourners” who axe
also PN R™ 21 18 entitled to say one 2Mp

t has become the custom amongst the majority of Congre-
gations to permit many mourners of equal time tosay g™1p
simultaneously, in order to avoid quarreling One who knows
that lus father or mother led a wicked life, is 1n duty bound to
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say Kaddish after them for twelve months (instead of eleven).

4, — One who is entitled to precedence in saying v™p
as for instance a N¥3¥ 3, or a DWHY 13 or a Yahrzeit, has
the same prerogative to officiate as Ruader, therefore if there
be two, at prayer, who are mourners of the same tume or degree
and both are able to pray in public, both also having the good
will of the Oongregation, lots should be cast between them, to
decide which one should act ns Reader until p'¥5 X2 MR while
the other shounld read from m¥> 81 "X (conoluding the ser-
vice). If, however, one of them 13 able to pray while the other
18 not, or one is agreeable to the Congregation while the other
18 not, the one who acts as Reader does not on that account lose
his rights to the saying of the D' this rule also applies if one
has the good will of the Congiegation and the other has not

5.—It is customary that at the Sabbath or Holiday service
& mourner should not pray before the Congregation, neverthe-
less if he was accustomed to pray before them on these days
pravious to his becoming a mourner, he 18 permited to act as
Reader also during s period of mourmng.

6 — One whois a Mournser or has Yahrzeit for both his
parents, does not gain thereby more rights in praying publicly
or saying PP than any other Mounrner or Yahrzeit, as the one
remembrance does for both hus parenta,
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LAWS OF YAHRZEIT.

1.—Tt is one of the commandments that s man should fast
on the day marking the anniversary of the death of his father or
mother, and as usaal 1n & private fast, he should say WY in the
ey Anwe of the Afternoon service on that day. Having once
fasted on that day, without any qualifying conditions, it s
counted unto him as & vow and he must therefore always fast
on the day of Yahrzeit, and 1f he1s unable to fast, he should have
gome one absolve him from his vow, butif (when fasting) he
said plainly that he does mot take it upon himself as & vow, he
does not need absolution.

One who 18 not able to fast on that day should at least
arouse himself to penitence, and rigidly examine his deeds, and
be filled with regret for his misdeeds, by so doing he will cause
his father or mother to attain a more exalted position in ¥ 3
(paradise)

9. — Tt 18 customary to hght a Yahrzeit candle on the eve
of the day of Yahrzeit If the day of Yahrzeit fell on a Sabbath
and he had forgotten to light the Yahrzext candle on friday when
still day, he 1s permutted to tell a gentile to light it, 1n the twi-
hght, but when 1t 18 already Sabbath, the candle is not to be lit
even by a gentile, and on hohday an Israshte 18 forbidden to
light a Yahrzeit eandle.
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One should always endeavor to have the Yahrzeit eandle
burn in the 707 M2 1n order, that by its hght, praying and
learning can be done,

One who has Yahrzeit for twe deceased on the same day,
cen by lighting one candle, make 1t do for both, ‘for s candle
for one 1s a candle for a hundred”

8.—The day on which the parent died 18 always the day of
Yahrzeit, even 1n the first year, thus if the death took place at
the end of the day, after the Afternoon service was concluded,
1f it was st1ll day that day 1s established as the day of Yahrzeit,
However if the deceased was intered three days or more, after
death took place, the first year Yahrzeit should be counted from
the date of interment, and the subsequent Yahrzeits, always
from the date of death One whose parent died on the month
of Adar, of & plan year, must keep two Yahrzeits on aleap-year,
one on the the date of death in pwX1 VI¥ (the first Adar) and
the other on the same date of 3 X (the second Adar) how-
ever he should uot encroach upon the rights of othersin the
saying of Kaddwh, but 1f the death took place in Adar of a leap-
year, the Yahrzeit should be kept in the month of Adar that the
the desth toek plaece

"Phe date of the Yahrzew is always reckoned by the days of
$he moxnth, thus 1 the montha of Y505 and Na1 whose appointed
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days for their New-moon are not the same every year, some-
times having two days for the New-moon and at times only one,
if one’s father or mother died on the first day of the New-moon,
if 1n the first year of the Yahrzeit there were also two days for
the New-moon, the day of the New-moon 18 the appointed Yahr-
zeit and 1t matters not whether in the subsequent years the New
moon possess one or two days, thus if the New moon will have
two days, the first day thereof 18 Yahrzeit, butif 1t have only one
day, the Yuahrzeu is on that day, however if in the first year of
the Yahrzeit there was only one day for the New-moon, any sub-
sequent year which will possess two days for the New-moon the
first day thereof shall be the Yahrzext day, and the year which
will have only one day for New-moon of that month, shall have
the Yahrzeit day on the 29th, of the month previous, which s
the Eve of the New-moon, but on the New-moon day, if there be
no other incumbent he should pray before the Congrega-
tion and say ¥™p but he should not encroach upon the rghts,
of others. *
4 —T1f one has Yahrzeit on one of the days when 13NN is not
said he should not fast, nor gshould any of the following fast 1f
& Circumecision takes place on their Yohrzeut day, the father of
thé child to be circumeised, the Sandek and the Mohel, nor should
the father or the {13 fagt when Yahrzeit day 1s being celebrated
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with a 1301 18 (Redemption of the first born) nor should a bride-
groom fast on his Yahrzeit day when 1t falls on one of his seven
“days of rejoicing” (nuptial days), however one 18 forbidden on
his Yahrzeit day te eat at a DYD npD (a banquet celebrating
the termination of a Treatise of Talmud)

On the mght preceding the Yahrzert day one should not eat
st a wedding feast, but he may partake of the feast of a > N3

8 )30 P18 and a .NIDD DD
6 —One who 18 not aware of the day on which his father or

mother died, should appoint for himself a certain day every year
as & Yahrzed day, but he should not encroach upon the rights
of others 1n the saying of ¥™1p One who had Yahrsei but was,
for some cause, unable to say ¥ip on that day, should say v™ip
at the evening prayer following the Yahrseil

LAWS OF LEARNING THE TORAH, ALSO CONCERNING
THE HOLINESS OF SACRED BOOKS

1 — Every Israelite should appoint himself a certain time
by day and by night for the study of the Torah, he should at
any rate learn, after his prayers are said, all the laws which 1t
18 necessary that an Israelite should know, and one who 18 un-
able to study for lack of knowledge, or owing to the stress of
cireumstances, shonld assist those who occupy themselves with

the study of the Zorah, and 1t will be counted unto ham aa if he
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himself was studying. One who is obliged to inerrupt himself
while <tudying should not leave the W90 (sacred book) remain
open When one studies he shculd utter each word, which he
should also hear and concentrate his mind upon

2. —Its a positive commandment devolving upon each
Israelite fo have a NN 280 written for him, and even 1f one had
inhented a N 90D from his father, he 18 still commanded to
have one written for himself, One who bought a n™Mn 72D
which was already written and found an error therein which he
corrected it is counted unto him as 1f he had writtenit It 1s for.
bidden (for a private person) to sell a "N 16D, but if one 18 1n
dire necessity, he should consult the wise It 18 also mcumbent
upon every Israshite to purchase sacred books from which to
learn and which he shouid also lend to others.

3 —1It 1s the duty of all to treat the n™Mn 6D with the ut-
most reverence, and 1t is commanded that a special place be
assigned for 1t, which shall be duly honored and also embelhsh-
ed One should not expectorate towards a n™Mn "BD, nor take
hold of the scroll without its covering, and one who sees the
7N 78D being carried past him should rise for it and remain
standing untal it 18 brought to its place, ur until 1t 18 out of his
sight. In the Synagogue when 1t 1s taken out (of the Ark) or
put back, it should be accompanied until it reaches 1ts destina-
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tion  One should not sit upon a bench on which sacred books
are lying, unless he places the sacied books on something which
18 & hand-breadth high, and it 18 certainly forbidden to place
the sacred books on the ground. One should not place a-sacied
book upon his knees and have his arms rest upon 1t When
compelled bynecessity one 1s permitted to sit on 2 box contain-
ing sacred books, but 1f 1t contain a "N 92D 1t 1s forbidden to
do so DN (the five books of Moses) may be placed on D82
(the prophets) or 2'23n> (the scriptures) so also may D23 be
placed on D'N'23 or D'N'2) on D'2INI, but neither D'®'23 nor D212
should be placed on D¥¢™n. It 1s forbidden to urinate in the
presence of sacred books, nor should sacred books be thrown
around, nor should they be turned wrangend up, and if he
found them thus, he should place them 1n the proper position,
A "N BD or other sacred books or anything else which had
served a holy purpose, should, on their becoming worn out, be
hidden away

4 —It 15 forbidden to make personal use of a sacred book,
as for mstance to use 1t ag a protection from the sun ete, but if
he does that for the requirement of his studying, 1t 18 permiss-
able Oue should not originally make coverings for a MR 78D
out of material which had been put to oidinary use, butif it
was 1nadvertently so made, 1t 18 permitted to use them, but of &
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material which had been put to idolatrous use 1t 18 forbidden
to make any sacred thing and even 1f inadvertently so made 1t
18 forbidden to use them It s forbidden to destroy anything
that served a sacred purpose

5 «— An Israelite who sees & N 8D, r‘,nan or NN 1n the
possession of a gentile should endeavor to purchase them of
him, and he should not offex him too low a price, nor must he
give him considerably more than its value, but should pay him
whatever 1t 18 worth

6 —One who had let a 7™Mn 2Bd fall from his hands, even
though 1t was wrapped in 1its covering, should fast, and it 18
customary for those who witnessed it to fast also, It 1s for-
bidden to write a sacred verse without ruled himes, nor should
any profane matter be written in the chirography in which
a 7N PD 18 wnitten,

LAWS FORBIDDING TALEBEARING AND SLANDER
AND CONCERNING MORALS IN GENERAL
WHETHER GOOD OR BAD
1.—1It 18 written (Leviticus 19-16) “Thou shalt not go up

and down a8 & talebearer among thy people”, this applies to a
gossip monger who goes from one to another, and thus speaks



S e se
b Mon S

WY BUYR AN NI IBDBA KN NN NP N LMD WM noR
Db 55p5 owy avan Sy o xww xywy  Ape oD San L now
AR pE5 MoRY nonn npwa Der Sxer van ik 555 wow o
MOXY ARSI PANnd MONY MER 0373 B mnnd Yexy avan
v mannnd myy yem e annnd
227 pbw vea B OBR WA 73353 RN N xown 85 ana 2
85> a5 mwp &5 vamn naw wpa owy MoR Amorr 13b: e nn
W o mat 725 yran ax pb o avm Ao o 85 A3 Moy
DpB3 DI MY S Wnd avn mns k5w oea nka oxy pemb
ab o IR M2 YN oM7L PEND R D TOY AT DR oD

to each “That party spoke about you in such and such
a manner”, “I have heard so and so about what that one did to
you”, even if what he says be facts, 1t 18 included 1n the negative
command quoted above, still more reprehenwible 18 slander
which consists 1n spreading reports defamatory of one’s nexghbor
nothwithstanding they be true reports, and if he calumniates
him by spreading false reports, he is guilty of blasting his
reputation, It1s forbidden to curse anybody. It is forbidden
for one Israclite to put the other to shame even while 1n the act
of rebuking him (for a misdeed) It 18 forbidden to aggrieve
one's neighbor even by vexing him with words It1s forbidden
to establish discord It 1s forbadden to associate with wicked
people, and we are commanded to seek the companionship of
God-fearmg men,

2 —1It 18 written (Leviticus 19-17) “Thou shalt not hate thy
brother in thine heart”, this command forbids one, even though
he should speak peacefully to his neighbor, to hate him at
heart. One who asked his neighbor to do him a favor should
not bear a gradge agamst him if he did not do it, nor should te
take revenge of his neighbor, and 1t 18 a man’s duty to judge kis
neighbor 1n the scale of merit unless he knows him to be wicked
and 1f he saw him act improperly he should rebuke him, but no
man should place himself 1n jeopardy.
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If anon-believer wheh talking to thee will cast aspersions on mat-
ters relating to the Law, thou shalt an<wer him, but 1f he makes
slurring remarks about w orldly matters, thou shalt not answer
him One should not be stirred to strife against a wicked man
m his hour of prosperity Yetis he forbidden to flatter one
who transgresses the command of the Zorah, unless he fears
that e will take hig Iife

It 18 forbidden to utter any wile word or o speak scoffingly
nor should anything base pass one’s hps, nor anything degrad-
ing be done 1n a neighbors presence,.

8 —1It 18 forbidden to accept evil tales brought by one per-
gon against his neighbor, unless they bear the unmistakable
stamp of truth in which case he may give them credence, and
accept them, A msn should rebuke any one whom he sees com-
mitting a transgression, he should rebuke him to his face and
repeatedly if necessary, a scholar may rebuke his teacher but
only if he knows it will prove acceptable, he may however rebuke
his neighbor even though not acceptable..One should not relate
to others anything confided to him by his neighbor unless he
gave him permission to do 8o, A man shouid not unduly prase
his neighbor for his excessive praise might lead to his shame,
A guest should not praise his host so that there be not too many
besstting him for his hospitality.
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4,—FEvery man 18 commanded to love his coreligionist as he
loves himself, however such a feeling should be cherished only
towards a good and upright man, as we are commanded to hate
a wicked man who does not accept reproof Itisincumbent
upon a man to love strangers and fo be consideiate in the treat-
ment of orphans and of widows notwithstanding they be very
wealthy, and anyone who annoys or provokes them, or give them
pain, or domineers over them, or wastes their money transgresses
a negative commandment, how much greater theu 1s the gwlt
of him who strikes or curses them! this has reference to him
who accords them such treatment to further his own ends, but
it 18 permissable to chastise orpbans for their own good, 1n or-
der to teach them the Torah or some trade, or to cause them to
walk 1n an upright way, nevertheless should one lead them with
kindness and mercy

They are termed orphans in respect of having such consi-
deration shown them until they reach the age when they can be
independent of others aid and are fully able to provide for
themselves

It 18 forbidden “to put a stumbling-block” before one 1gno-
rant of the good and upright path, which will cause him to
transgress a commandment,
' B,—Good morals~— Not to speak about others execpt for
s useful purpose, nexther to speak nor to listen to frivolous con-
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versations that can be of no use A man should always culti-
vate the faculty of silence, and should converse only on matters
of wisdom or &f necessity for his welfare, —to speak gently to
all , not to converse on worldly matters mn a Synagogue or
Theological Seminary, to learn from all, to accept the truth
no matter who speaks 1t, to be zealouse 1n promoting his neigh-
bor’s welfare, to be 1n pursuit of peace, to be mindful of the day
of death; and finally to have constantly in view the object of his
creation and the purpose for which he came to this world

6. — The natures of men differ widely some there are of a
gay and jocular digposition, and others morose and melancholy,
some possess & tender heart while others are hard-hearted.
One 18 a voluptuary, his soul 1s never sated with desire, another
possesses no desire even for the necessities of life , one 18 pos-
sessed of an unbounded greed for gold and strives to acquire
1t, while the other 1is a shiftless fellow who does not seek to
earn even sufficient for his necessities, and thus it 18 with all
manners and morals, therefore the good and upright way for
a man to go 1n, 18 the middle course to which he should become
habituated, avoiding either extreme, however 1t 18 advisable for
one who had habituated himself to a vice until i1t obtained a per-
nicious hold of him to redeem himself by going to the opposite

b
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extreme until he succeeds in throughly eradicating that vice
from his nature after which he should return to the mddle
course, but Pride and Amnger are vices so repu‘gnant that one
shoald go to their opposite extremes in order to avoid them—
thus should one be lowly of spirit and also habituate himself
never to become angry, bnt when necessary 1n his exercise of
authority over his children and the members of his household
he may feign anger 1n their presence, whilst retaining his mnuard
composure,

7 —A man is forbidden to invoke the judgement of heaven
upon his neighbor (who had wronged him) solong as he has re-
course to civil authority, and even 1f he cannot obtain legal
redress, he should first notify the offender (before mvoking
heaven’s judgment)

A man shonld take care not to commit any act that would
lead one to suspest him of transgressing & commandment 1t
18 the hight of virtue not to accept presents from anyone, and
only to trust in God

8 —It 18 forbidden for a man to accustom himself to words
of flattery and dissimulation, nor should he be deceitful, having
guile 1n his heart and on his tongue, but his external appearance
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should reflect the inner man and only the thought of his heart
should find expression on his lips,

It 18 forbidden to practice deception on anybody be he
Jew or Gentile, thus one should not sell anybody the meat
of & n53) (carcass) misrepresenting 1t as the reat of a TN
(an amimal slaughtered according to the Jewish rites) nor shoes
made from the hide of a N (and theiefore of an inferior qua-
lity) for those made of the hide of a M\n¥ (which 18 superior
1n quahty) nor should one press his neighbor to dine with him
knowing beforehand that he will refuse, nor should he make too
many advances to one to whom, he knows, they are not wel-
come Nor should he make a pretence of opening winecasks to
flatter his neighbor that he opens them in his honor, when hq
actually does so 1n order to sell the wine, this and other such
deceptions and even one word of hypocriey and dissimulation
18 forbidden, but truthful lips, a right spint and a clean heart
are preferable to all the devices of deceit.

THE CARE OF THE BODY ACCORDING TO THE

LAWS OF NATURE.,

(The following I8 a transcript of the words of nann (Maimonides) In
the fourth chapter of myt msbn).

1 —Ow:ng to the first essential for a Godly life being the
healthy state and perfect condition of the humsan body, a8 it is
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impossible for a man to understand aught of the Creator, when
sickness warps his intelligence, 1t 18 therefore incumbent upon
a man to shun practices tending to destioy the body and to
acquire habits conducive to his health and bodily well-being,
these are as follows — A man should eat, only when hung:y,
and dnnk, only when thusty, and when necessary to ease him-
self, he should not delay even for a moment, but he should un-
nate or deficate assoon as the necessity arises.

When he eats he should not gorge himself, but eat about
one fourth less than he would requre to satisfy himself, he
gshould drink but httle water during the meal and that should
be flavored with wine, and when the process of digestion has
fairly begun he may drink as much as he requires, but he should
not drink much water even when his food 1s digested, and he
ghould not begin a meal before making sure that he 1s1n no
need of easing himself

2 —Before eating a man should exercise himself by walking
until he becomes moderately heated, or by working until he 1s
tired, as a rule he should take bodily exercise every morning
until he begins to get warm, then he should rest himself until
he regains his composure after which he may eat. To take
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a warm bath after a person has become tired 1s very beneficial,
but one should take a rest thereafter before eating

3 — After one has finished his repast he should remain
seated, or lean on his left side and he should neither walk nor
ride nor exert himself, nor agitate his body, nor promenade
until after his food has become digested and anyone who does
promenade or tire hiaself (1mmediately) after eating brings
upon himself sore and lasting diseases

4 — As twenty four hours make a day and a night, one
third of 1t, or eight hours, should suffice for a man’s sleep, these
should begin from the end of the night, making eight hours to
elapse from the time of going to sleep until sunrise, so that he
awake before sunrise

5,—When sleeping, a man should lie neither on his face nor
on his back but on hisside, in the beginning of the night—on
his left side, and at the end of the night on his right side, and
he should not go to sleep after eating but he should allow an
interval of three or four hours to elapse, nor should he sleep
during the day time,

6.—Articles of food possessing laxative qualities, such as
grapes, figs, mulberies, pears and cucumbers, and various kinds
of melons should be eaten before the meal and should not be
asginulated with the food, one should therefore wait until they
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have left the upper regions of the stomach, before partaking of
his meals Articles of food which invigorate the bowels, such
as pomegranates, quinces, apples and pippins, may be partaken
of immediately after the meal, but not to excess.

7.—One who desires to eat both the flesh of a fowl and the
mesat of an animal, he should eat the flesh of the fowel first,
also when eggs and poultry are to be eaten, the eggs should
be eaten firat, the meat of small cattle and that of black cattle,
that of the small cattle should be eaten first, One should
always eat the food which 18 more readily digested before that
which it takes longer to digest.

8,—In the summer-season ono should partake of cold vie-
tuals, and should not over-indulge himself in spices but should
use vinegar 1n his food. In the winter-season however, he should
eat warm food and make a plenteous use of spices and should
also partake (but sparingly) of mustard and lazar-wort. After
such a manner should he conduct himself according to what 18
proper for the climate ke Hves in 1f warm or cold

9., — Some food 18 exceedingly 1njurious, and should never
be eaten, big salt fishes that are old, salt chesse also mushrooms
and morils and old salt ment, and wine from the press, and vic-
tuals that have become stale from standing, and all food of
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a disagreeable odor, or of a very bitter taste, all these are as
deadly poison to the the body. The following articles of food
are also bad but not as ipjurious as the former, therefore one
should partake of them sparingly and very seldom, and he should
not habitualy use them for his diet, nor continually eat them
with his meals, these are, large fishes and cheese, also milk that
stood twenty four hours after the milking, and the meat of
large oxen or large he-goats, and beans, and lentiles, and pulse
and barley bread and unleavened bread also cabbage, and leek,
and onions, and garlick, and mustard and radish, all these are
unwholesome and should not be partaken of except sparingly
and only in the winter-season ; they should be entirely avoided
in the summer season One should not make a meal of only
beans or lentiles, neither in the winter nor in the summer, and
pumpking may be eaten in the summer season

10 — The following articles of food are unwholesome but
less injurious than the former — water-fowl, and small young
pigeons, and dates, and bread dried in o1, also fine flower which
was thoroughly sifted until even the odor of the bran had dis-
appeared, and fat (of fishes) and beans, all these should not be
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excessively indulged 1n, and a2 wise man who subdues his passions
and 18 not misled by his appetite and partakes of the foregomng
only medicinally, 1s truly mighty

11 — A man should ever avoid the fruits of the trees, and
not partake too largely of them, even when dry, not to speak
of fresh fruits, and before they are fully ripe they are like deadly
poison to the body, the carobs also are always unwholesome, so
are all acidulous fruits,and they should be eaten only sparingly,
during the summer season only, and in a warm chmate, how-
ever, figs, grapes and almonds are always wholsome, whether
fresh or dry, and one can eat his fill of them, yet should he not
over-indulge himself although they are the best of all the fruits
of the trees

12, — Honey and wine are unwholesome for children but
good for elderly people, especially so during the winter season,
It 18 requisite for a man to eat during the summer season two
thirds of the amount that he eais in the winter season

13, — A man should always endeavor to be of lax bowels,
they may even approach a diarrhetic state asit 18 a leading rule
i Hygiene, as long as there 18 no evacuation from the bowels
or when same 18 attended with dafficulty sore diseases are sure
to result, how then can a man relax the bowels that have become
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somewhat hardened? An adolescent should eat every morning
a decoction of orach and spices together with olive oil and the
o1l of salt fishes without bread, or drink a decoction of spinach
or cabbage juice with olive o1l, salt fish 011 and salt, and if he
be an old man he should drnk a dilution of honey and boiled
water every morning, about four hours should then be allowed
to elapse before breakfasting, this should be kept up for several
days, 1if necessary, until the bowels are relaxed,

14 —Another hygienic rule 1s this, as long as a man leads
an active life, taking much exercise, and does not eat to satiety
and his bowels are lax, he 1s exempted from sickness, his con-
stitution becomes ever more vigorous and 1s not impaired even
by the eating of unwholesome food.

15 —On the contrary, he who leads a hife of leisure, without
exertion, or one who delays in easing his body, or whose bowels
are hard, even though he will eat the most wholesome food and
(otherwise) take care of himself according to the laws of health
yet will he be racked with pain all the days of his life and his
strength will ever dwindle down A heavy diet 18 hike deadly
poison to the body and 1s the principal cause of every disease
@8 they mostly result from unwholesome food,or from overload-
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ing one’s stomach with a diet, even if the food be wholesome,
And thus did Solomon wisely say (Prov 21—23) : — “Whoso
keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from
troubles”, that 18 to say “he who keepeth his mouth” from eat-
ing unwholesome food or from eating to satiety— “and his
tongue” from speaking aught but what 1s necessary for his
welfare

16—A bath should be taken regularly every week, but one
should not bathe immediately after eating nor when he 1s hungry
but when his food has begun to be digested, he should wash
his entire body with hot water (but not scalding), the head
alone may be washed with scalding water, then he should wash
his body with warm water, after which with tepid water, unt:l
he finally bathes 1n cold water, but he should not pour lukewarm
or cold water on his head, He should not bathe 1n cold water
during the winter season, nor should he bathe himself before he
perspires and all the pores of his skin are opened up and he should
not tarry too long 1n the bath-house, but 1mmediately he per=
spires, and the pores of his skin are opened up, he should douse
himself and then leave, and before entering the bath-room he
should make sure that his body is not in need of being eased,
lie should also see too i1t upon leaving the bath-room and thus
dliould he also examine himself both before and after eating,

ke & -~ ™
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and before and after copulation, also before and after laborious
exercise and before and after sleeping,—ten times n all,

17 — On leaving the bath-room one should dress himself
and cover his head in the outer room as he otherwise subjects
himself to colds, this precaution should be taken even during
the summer-season, and he should partake of no food after leav-
ing until he has regained his mental and physical composure
and his body has become somewhat cooler, if after leaving the
bath-room he takes a Iittle sleep before eating he acts 1n a highly
commendable manner

‘When one leaves the bath-room he should not drink cold
water, and 1t 18 almost supertluous to say that none of 1t should
be drunk when in the bath-room, but 1f when leaving the bath
room one 18 so thirsty that he cannot avoad drmnking it, he
should flavor the water with wine or honey and he may thus
drink it In the winter season one who had finished his bath
and been washed, will find a rubbing with o1l very beneficial,

18 —A man should not make 1t a continual practice to une
dergo the operation of blood-letting, he should not subject
himself thereto unless in great need of it, and should avoid 1%
during the summer and winter season and have it done only
oocasionally during the months of March and September. —
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A person who has past the age of fifty years should not undergo
the operation of blood-letting One should not go bathing on
the day that he had undergone the operation of blood-letting,
nor should he undertake a journey on that day, and he should
not undergo that operation on a day that he returned from
a journey,

On the day that he undergoes the operation of blood-letting
he should eat and drink less than his wonted ration, he should
also rest on that day avoiding all labor or bodily exertion, and
he should not promenade,

19 —The seed of copulation forms the strength of the body
the Iife of the man and the light of his ejes, consequently ex-
cessive seminal emissions will cause the body to waste away by
sapping 1ts strength and destroying its vitahity King Solomon
1n his wisdom has also inculeated this principle in the admoni-
tion. “Give not thy strength to women” (Prov. 31—3). He who
abandons himself to his passion for copulation grows aged be-
fore his tume, his strength abandons him, his eyes grow dim, an
offensive odor emanates from his mouth and 18 exuded by his arm-
pits It also causes the loss of hair of the head as well as of the
eye-brows and eye lashes and 1s productive of an abnormal
growth of hair on the face also on the extremities of the body
It also causes the falling out of his teeth and subjects him to
. many other diseases It has been asserted by the most eminent
physicians that one of a thousand succumbs to other diseases
the balance bemng the victims of excessive copulation It there-
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fore behooves him who has a regard for his welfare to exercise
the utmost care in this matter,

20,—To him who will conduct himself in accordance with
the health laws I have laid down, I vouchsafe an utter immu-
nity from all diseases as long as he lives, furthermore that he
will attain a ripe old age without ever requiring a physician’s
care owing to his physical perfection, also that he will preserve
his good health as long as he lives, unless he was created with
a defective constitution, or 1f he had debilitated his system by
becoming addicted to a demoralizing vice from his very infancy,
or if an epidemic fever prevail, or there be a general famine

21,—Nevertheless all the good habits we have treated of
are proper guides, for the conduct of the healthy person only,
but for the sick person or for him who had grown accustomed
to & vicious habit by many years indulgence, there are other
methods and habits which each must acquire according to his
sickness, as explained in the physical t1eatises, yet the (sudden)
change of one’s habits 1s the original cause of disease

22 —Where there 18 no physician, neither the healthy nor
the sick person should depart from any of the instructions we
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have given in thie chapter as each one of them 18 productive of
a beneficial result,

23 —A diseiple of the sages (B5n TPON) 18 not pernutted to
dwell 1n a city which lacks these ten essentials, viz — A phy-
sician, a blood-letter, a bath-house, a privy, a supply of water
from river or founiain, a Synagogue, a pedagogue, & writer of
documents, an almoner, and a court of justice

(Thus far have we quoted p#“ann (Maimonides)

HABITS BENEFICIAL TO THE MAINTENANCE OF
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH.

1 —TIt 18 good to accustom oneself to breakfast 1n the mor-
ning, A person should always seek to dwell 1n a locality where
the air 18 pure and clear, oun elevated ground and in a building
of ample proportions, if possible he should not reside 1n a place
that 18 open towards the north or east, and 1t should be free
from all decayed matter It 1s very beneficial to continually
clanfy the air of the house with odoriferous substances and by
proper fumigation, One should also see that the air of the
house should be at an even temperature, neither cold nor hot,
of a degree as not to chill a person nor to make one too warm
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2.—It has been said by our Sages of blessed memory, that
one should not partake of the heart of an animal or a fowl, nor
should one eat any food from a place that a rodent or feline had
fed on

3.—To preserve the sense of sight one should guard against
the following — Not to go suddenly from a dark to a very hght
place, or the opposite, for the change from dark to light or vice
versa 18 very imjurious to the visual nerve, therefore the eyes
should gradually become accustomed (to the change). ILight
reflected by the svn 1s also 1njurious to the eyes, 1 e the hght
radiating from a place upon which the sun shines affects the
eyesight, One should be careful not to strain his eyesin the
dimness of twilight or 1n the sunshine of mid-day or at mght
by candle light, and he gshould not look steadily at white or
a bright red color nor at fire,

Smoke and sulphurous odors are mjurious to the eyes, also
fine dust or wind blown towards them,— so are excessgive walk-
ing, or a rapid gait, or copious weeping, however excessive co-
pulation injures them more than all else, — nevertheless the
commandment of the Lord (to be fruitful and multiply) is pure
enlightening the eyes.

-
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THE WAYS OF THE PERFECT AND THEIR
GOOD HABITS

1 —Not to eat and drink after the manner of a glutton and
drunkard and only to eat in one’s own house and at one’s own
table, but not in a business place nor in a market place unless
through great necessity, and one should not feast freely at all
places, nor should one partake of feasts where there are large
gatherings unless 1t be a * feast for & religious purpose” NMyD
my¥D And of wine one should drink no more than 1< necessary
to wash down his food, but not to become intoxicated, as an
mebriate 1s sinful and contemptible and his wisdom deter:-
orates,

It 18 forbidden to drink wine at noon-time, even 8 little at
the end of the repast, and 1t 1s only permissibly in the course
of the meal

2 —A man of knowledge proceeds as follows, he first estab-
lishes himself 1n a regular occupation from which he derives
a livelihood, he then buys a house to reside in, then he takes
a wife The commerce of 8 Disciple of the Sagesis true and
trustworthy,— he says yes and no as warranted by the facts —
when reckoning he 18 very scrupulous towards himself but to
others he makes allowances, and 18 hberal when purchasing
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from them, not being too particular with them and immediately
paying the purchase money, he becomes neither a guarantor,
nor a receiver, nor does he act in an authoritative manner, nor
does he assume business obligations which the Torah does not
impose upon him, 1n order that he may be consistent in his
words, without any alterations thereof, and if others become
Liable to hiza by law, he waits them, and grants them immunity,
and he lends and 1s gracious, he does not surreptitiously take
the occupation of his neighbor, and never distresses any one n
obtainihg a livehhood As a general rule— one should prefer
to be of those who are persecuted rather than the persecutors,

of those who are reviled rather than to be of the revilers
8 —The perfect man exercises judgment in all his actions ,

he provides food and drink for himself and family 1n accordance
with his means, and state of prosperity, not assuming a greater
burden than he can bear, Thus have our Sages taught, A man’s
disbursement for food should be less than he can afford but he
should dress i conformity with his means, butin the honorable
treatment of his wife and children he may go even above his
means A manis forbidden to make a public donation of his
entire property, even for a sacred purpose and thereby become
8 public charge.

One should not sell his field for the sake of buying a house,
nor his house 1n order to purchase movable chattels or to invest
the money i merchandise, asa rule— he should make 1t his
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object to 1mprove his property and to exchange the perishable
for the permanent, and 1t should not be his purpose to enjoy
a little temporarily, or to enjoy a little and lose a great deal

4 —The man who conducts himself in accordance with the
principles here set forth or in waye similar thereto mert the
application of the follwing verse — “And said unto me thou
art my servant, O Israel, 1n whom I will be glorfied”.

THE LAWS OF REPENTANCE.

(Compiled from the writings of /oy (Malmonides) in nmwn maon
Laws of Repentance).

1. — When a man who had intentionally or unitentionally
transgressed any of the commandments of the Torah, whether
positive or negative, becomes repentant and turns from hie sin, 16
18 bis duty to confess before God, blessed be He, as it 18 sa1d —
“When a man or woman ghall commit any sin” ete,, “Then
they shall confess their sin which they have done” thisis termed
a verbal confession and 1s one of the positive commandments In
what manner should one confess? He should say'— ¢I beseech
thee, O Lord! I have sinned, I have been perverse and 1niqui-
tous towards thee, and such sins have I committed, and now
I do repent and am ashamed because of my misdeeds and I will

»
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never return to my evil way”, this, essentially, is confession, and
he who excels in making a full confession 18 praiseworthy. All
sing are atoned for by repentance, even one who had been
wicked all his life 1f he at last repented, he 18 no more reminded
of aught of his former evil deeds

2. — What is sincere repentance? A man to whom an
opportumty offers the commission of a sin he was already guilty
of, 1t is possible for him to commt 1t and yet helets that oppor-
tumty pass wathout commtting the sin, and that without being
hindered by fear or through impotence, such a man is sincerely
repentant, and thus did Solomon say:— “Remember now thy
Creator in the days of thy youth” And although the repentance
of one who turns from his evil ways in his old age when he
lacks the power to continue his evil practices 1s not so edifyng,
yet does it stand him 1n guod stead and he 18 ranked with the
repentant, nay moie one who had led a life of wickedness to the
last, 1f he had but repented on his dying-day ~dying a penitent—
all his sins are forgiven.

8.—Of what does repentance consist? Repeutance consists
of the sinners abadonment of his sin, its utter dismissal from
his thoughts and a firm resolve to do it no more as it saith :—
“Liot the wicked forsake his way” etc., he should also repent
of the past, as it saith: — “Surely after that I was turned, I
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repented”, and he should take the Omniscient to bear witness
that never agamn will he commit that sin, he must also utter
with his lips the words of his confession and the resolutions of
his heart, and (when confessing), 1t 18 essential to specify
the sin

4,—The conduct of Pemitence conssts in the Penitent cry-
ing to God continually (for forgiveness), (craving his pardon)
with weeping and supphcations, practicing charity to his utmost
ability, keeping at a safe distance from the causes that led him
to sin, changing his mode of actions with a view to theu better-
ment, conformable to the ways of the upright,—he also wanders
from his home as (a Iife of) wandering atones for sin 1nasmuch
as 1t 18 productive of humility and causes him to become meek
and lowly of spirit,

b —1It 18 very commendable for the Penitent to make a pub-
lic confession, and openly acknowledge his transgressions
towards his neighbor, saymmg as follows — “Truly have I sin-
ned against such a one and so did I act towards him, but I now
repent of my actions and am filled with regiet” Imperfect s
the repentance of him who 1s proud and suppresses hig sin by
covering his transgressions as 1t 18 saxd  “He that covereth his
sins shall not prosper” This however relates only to sins com-
mitted by a man aganst his nexghbor, but as 1egards the sins
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which & man commits against his Maker, 1t 18 not alone un-
necessary to make them public 1t 18 even arrogance to reveal
them It1s to the blessed God alone that the Penitent should
turn, before him alone should he confess and specify his sins,
making a mere formal confession to others, for 1t 18 better that
such sins are concealed, as 1t 18 said “Blessed 18 he whose
transgression 1s forgiven, whose sin 18 covered”

6 —Although the crying of the Repentant 1s always benefi-
cial to him, still during the ten days, from M@ wX1 (the New
Year) to D™237 DY (the day of Atonement) 1t 18 doubly so, for
then 1t 18 immediately accepted, as (then is the time of which)
1t 18 sa1d — “Seek ye the Lord while he may be found”, however
this only relates to the individual Penitent, but a repentant
Congregation 18 answered at all times whenever they cry unto
God with a perfect heart, as of themitis saxd ‘For what nation
18 there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them as the Lord
our God 18 1n &all things that we call upon him for”

7 —The day of Atonement 1s & time for universal repentance
for both the indivadual and the multitude, for 1t ends (the sins),
being the season of pardon and forgiveness unto Israel, there-
fore 18 1t incumbent upon all to be penmitent and to make con-
fession on Atonement day, according to the commandment which
15 as follows — On the Eve of Atonement before he partakes of
the final repast previous to keginmng the fast he should make
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the confession, lest he choke during the meal, before haviug
confessed, Although he had already confessed before eating,
the confession must be repeated as follows — in the Evening
service, then 1n the Morning, Additional, Afternoon and Closing
services, the ndividual making the confession after his nd&n
whilst the Reader repeats 1t 1n the middle of the n55n at the
fourth blessing

8 —The confession which is 1n usage by all Israel 1s the for-
mula ‘‘but verily we have simned”, this avowal being the essen-
tial of confession Sins confessed on one Atonement day should
aguin be confessd on the following Atonement day, even though
the repentance for same was adhered to (the entire year), for
1t 18 sa1id — “For I acknowledge my transgressions and my sin
18 ever before me”

9.—Repentance and the Day of Atonement have the power
to atone only for the transgression of the laws governing the
relations between man and his makei, such as eating forbidden
food, and for the violation of similar precepts, but they have no
power to atone for the violation of the laws governing the re-
lations between man and his neighbor (unless reparation is also
made) thus one who wounds, curses or robs his neighbor, or
otherwise injures him, 18 never pardoned unless he makes resti-
tution of his neighbor’s loss, damage or injury, and also concge
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hates him, for although one had restored the money due to his
neighbor, still must he seek his reconciliation and beg his par-
don, if only by words did he offend his neighbor, he mast stall
seek his reconciliation and 1insistently sue for bis pardon until
it 18 granted If bis neighbor refused to pardon him, he should
bring three of his friends who shall earnestly mntercede in his
behalf, if he remain unreconciled, three other friends sl ould be
brought, (af their efforts also fail) a third effort through three
other friends shall be made, 1if all that fail to effect a reconecili-
ation, he may abandon any further attempt and the one who
refused to grant the pardon becomes the sinner, If one had
commited an offence against his teacher, he must make unre-
mitting efforts to concilisate him making even a thousand con-
cihating advances, if necessary, in order to obtain his pardon
10.—1It 18 forbidden for & man to be vindictive and implac-
able, but he should be easy to pacify and hard to provoke, and
when he who had offended him begs for pardou, he should par-
don him with a perfect heart and with a generous spirit, even
though he had done him a grievous injury and caused him much
distress, still should he not avenge nor bear a grudge againit
him This 18 the (noble) way of the seed of Israel, and (the
natural inelination) of their upright hearts, S
11.—If one had sinned agamst his neighbor who had died
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before he begged his pardon, he should bring ten men to the
ground wherein the body lays intered and say as follows — “I
have sinned to the ILord, the God of Israel, also to this man
(have I sinned) and thus have I acted towards him”, and 1if he
owed him any money he should restore same to the heirs, — if
he know of no heirs, then he should depos:t the money with the
Rabbinate (1 nvw) and make a confession

12 — One who repents of having fullfilled the command-
ments and regrets his good actions, saying in his heart — “of
what use were those good deeds®”’ thereby loses (the merit of)
them all and none of the virtues which he had ever possessed,
18 remembered unto him, as 1t 1s said — “The righteousness of
the righteous shall not deliver him 1n the day of his trans-
gression” which only applies to one who regrets his former good
deeds

18, — The following are those who have no portion in the
world to come —

1) One who says that there 18 no God and no gumde of the
world,

2) One who acknowledges that the world 1s guided, but
olaims, by two beings or more.

3) One who admits that there 1s but one Sovereign but
asgerts that he is a corporeal being and possesses form,



»ooNe na
mawn mabn

102 On nenb v arbm 5w e 3mn Ten (v 595w pexan vab
a3 o py 553 s o pre w0 opbpn pan pm
PRY IRT (7 ar39 nen Swankas ernona (LB w3 355 xmann
DN ST DY AN IR AN DN (B DIRT U3 ApYD YA XTI
SBAD M T ADYY BD VWX D DX DR ANR N3N DX NN PIDD
XM WA (e A Sya mmn g N ereea man ¢ AN
J7 DI NN RMY BYPR A AN ADHI M3 NI MYD3 B M §onn
A 1rayd e (1 Sxun nvas aoen (0 Do nns een (@

4) He who declares that He (the Creator)is not alone the
first and the founder of all

5) He who worships a planet or constellation or does homm-
age to any other thing making it the intermediary between him-
self and the Sovereign of the Universe

6) One who asserts that there 1s no evidence of prophecy,
and that there 18 no science penetrating from the Creator to
the hearts of the children of men,

7) One who denies the prophecy of Moses our legislator.

8) Ome who says that the Creator has no knowledge of the
deeds of the children of men

9) One who demes the Torah, saying 1t 18 not given by Ged,
even 1f he reject one verse or but a letter, saying Moses promul-
gated 1t by his own authority, 1t 18 counted as if he denied the
entire Zorah

10) He who denies the interpretation of the Zorah, that 1s,
the Oral Law.

11) He who asserts that the Creator has altered one
comtmaandment for another, and that this teaching 18 now a long
time obsolete although 1t was given by God

12) He who denies that there will be a resurrection of the
dead

18) He who denies that the Redeemer will come,

14) A renegade in the commission of a certain sin, meaning
one who persists 1n committing a certain sin, with wilfulness,
becoming addicted to 1t and notorious for 1t, even though 1t be
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a trivial transgression, if he commits it with the intention of
provoking (the Creator) he 18 a renegade.

15) An apostate to the entire Torah,—one of those who be-
come converted to a non-Jewish religion, saying, ashe embraces
their faith “What profit 18 1t to me to cling unto Israel who 18
lowly and persecuted, 1t 18 better for me to connect myself with
those having the upper hand” i

16) One of those who cause the multitude to sin, it matters
not whether 1t be a heinous sin or a trivial transgression, whether
he forced them to commit the ein, or led them into error and
thrust them away (from the Lord)

17) He who segregates himself from the communal life of
the Congregation, salthough he has not transgressed any
commandment, but simply holds himself aloof from the Congre-
gation of Israel, and does not participate in their general obser-
sance of the commandments, he is indifferent to their distress,
and fasts not on their fast days, but goes his own way, (as un-
concernedly) as though he were a gentile and not one of them.

18) He who presumptuously sins in public, whether they be
trivial transgressions or heinous sins, he is called TMnNaDY2 Pl
(makes the Torah bear & meanming other than the right) for he
sins with effrontery, his brazen face demonstrating his shame-
jessness of the words for the Jorah,
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19) He who delivers his neighbor in the hands of a tyrant
who will slay or torture him,

20) He who delivers his neighbor’s money into the handsof
a tyrant

21) One who domineers over the Congregation overawing
them, and causing them to be afraid of bim, impelled only by
motives of personal aggrandizement, having no desire in all
that, to honor heaven thereby.

22) One who sheds anothers blood

23) One who habitually slanders others,

24) One who draws down his foreskin (thus concealing the
circumeision).

14 .—None of the twenty-four enumerated in the foregoing
section, even if they be of Jewish origin, have a porfion 1 the
world to come, there are, however, sins of a lesser degree than
the former, which nevertheless, say the Sages, deprive the one
who 18 addicted to them of a portion in the world to come, it is
therefore of sufficient importance for one to eschew them and
to guard himself from committing them, these are as follows—
to nick-name one’s neighbor, or to call him by his nick-name,
or to put one’s fellow-man to shame in publie, or to make one’s
self honored through anotbers shame, or to despise the Disciples
of the Sages, or to despise one’s Rabhis (teachers), or to despise
the festivals, or to profane things sacred, — in what way does
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one of the foregoing 1ncur the forfeiture of his portion 1in the
world to come, if he dies without repentance, however if he
turned from his wickedness and died a penitent, he 1s one of
those who 1nherit the world to come, for, nothing can stand 1n
the way of repentance, thus, even one who had denied a principle
of the faith during his entire hife, but repented at last, whether
he repented openly or in secret, he 1s received, and he has a
portion in the world to come,

15.—The following twenty four sins are preventives of Re-
pentance (to the one who 1s culpable) four of them being such
great sins that he who 18 guilty of one of them, 1s placed out of
the reach of repentance by the Holy One, blessed be He, 1z .—

1) He who causes the multitude to sin or prevents a mul-
titude from performing & commandment

2) He who perverts his fellow man, leading him from a good
way 1nto an evil one, such as an Enticer, and one who draws men
away from God

4) He who sees his son pursuing an evil course and has the
power to prevent him, yet does not do so, the same rule apples
to him having the power to prevent others, whether an mdivi-
dual or & multitude from following an evil course, yet does
not do so, but allows the stumbling-block to remsin in their

patb,
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4) He who says “I will sin, then I will repent”, or he who
says “I will sin and the Day of Atonement will absolve me”

There are five other sins 1n this category which bar the
doors of repentance against thogse who commit them, these are
as follows —

1) He who segregates himself from the Congregation, for
the reason that when they repent he takes no part, nor does he
share in the merit of the good which they do,

2) He who opposes the principles of the Sages, for his an-
tagonism, causes him to separate from them and thus he knows
not the ways of repentance

3) He who mocks at the commandments, and since they are
contemptuous 1in his saght, he pursues not the course for theiwr
fullfilment, and 1f he fullfils not the commandments, how can he
become meritorious ?

4) He who despises his Rabbis, thereby causing himself to
be ejected from their presence, even as Gehazi was, and while
he 18 dismissed he has not a teacher to guide him aright.

5) He who hates to be rebuked, and thus leaves himself no
way of repentance, as 1t 1s Reproof that leads to Repentance

Five sins there are for which (though the sinner repent) the
repentance cannot besaid to be perfect us they are sins commited
by a man against lus fellow-man without a knowledge of the
indent:ty of the one he had wronged which would enable him
to make restitution or to beg his pardon, they are as follows: —
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1) He who curges a multitude there being no certain inds-
vidual known to bim whose pardon he can beg

2) He who divides with a thief (as he cannot make restitu-
tion) not knowing whence it was stolen, as the thief steals from
many, and brings 1t to him, he being the receiver, he further-
more encourages the thief and causes him to sin,

3) He who finds a lost thing, and does not announce 1t
with a iew to returning 1t to its owner, then after a certain
tame has elapsed and he repents thereof, he knows not to whom
to make restitution,

4) He who eats of the spoils of the poor, the orphans sand
widows,— being the weakest of the children of men, they are
neither known nor recognized, wandering from city to city there
is none to whom they are famhar, none whe can indentify the
despoiled substance of the oppressed one so that restitution
may be made to him,

5) He who accepts a bribe in order to pervert justice, as
he does not know the extent of the loss 1ncurred by him whose
judgement he had wrested he cannot make restitution, further-
more he gives his sapport to the bribe giver and causes him
to sin,

This category also embraces five practices of which one 18
not prone to repent as they are but lightly esteemed 1n the eyes
of the majority, consequently the one guilty of them sins yet
never imagines that they are sins, those are as follows —
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1) He who partakes of a repast which does not suffice for
the master

2) He who makes use of the pledge of the poor.

3) He who looks with lustful thoughts.

4) He who seeks to acquire honor through the shame of his
fellow-man

5) He who casts suspicion on the righteous

There are five propensities also comprised herein which are
engrafted on the one who 18 addicted to them, finally becoming
inveterate habits from which one can with difficulty wean ham-
self: 1) Tale-bearmg, 2) Slander, 8) Anger, 4) Evil thoughts,
5) Ewil associations

Although all of the foregoing and practices of a similar
nature are hinderances to Repentaucs, st1ll they are not preven
tives thereof, on the contrary, he who repents of them earns the
sppelation “Pemitent” and has a portion in the world to come

16.—Let one not think that 1t 18 only of sinful actions that
1t is necessary to repent, for proportionately to the repentance
required for these so must one search for the bad morals which
he possesses and turn from Anger, Hatred, Revengefulness,
Decertfulness Avariciousnvess, pursuit after honor and Gluttony,
from these and from mimilar passions should he repent, for
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these sinful passions are even more burdensome to a man than
are his sinful actions, for bemng sunk in them he can eschew
them with difficulty

Let not the Penitent be under the impression that he 18
very inferior to the Righteous because of the 1niquites and the
sins he did commit, for 1t 1s not so, for he 18 as beloved and pre-
cious before the Creator as if he had never sinned, moreover
does he earn a great reward for having known the taste of sin
and departing therefiom thus suppressing his evil inchinations
and thus said the Sages “Where the Penitent stand there the
Perfectly Righteous cannot stand”, meaning, that they have
attained a more exalted position than those who never sinned,
because the former suppress their evil inclinations more than
the latter

(Compiled from the writings of p//apn (Maimonides) in nmwn maSh
Laws of Repentance)

LAWS CONCERNING THE PROMPT PAYMENT OF
WAGES TO A HIRED MAN
1,—1It is written 1n the Torah — «The wages of him that 1s

hired shall not atnde with thee all night until morning”, and 1
another verse 1t 18 wnitten as follows *At his day thou shalt
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give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon i1t”’,—
whence our Sages, of blessed memory, have mferred that the

verse “shall not abide with thee all mght” applies to him who
was hired to perform his task during the day, for him the Zorah
set the entire might as a time for payment, and if at day-break
the employer had not yet given him his wages, he transgresses
the commandment “shall not abide with thee” and the verse
“neither shall the sun go down upon it” apphes to the laborer
who performs his task at night consequently the time set for
bis paymentis the entire day until sun down, and if at sun-
down he had not yet paid him, he 18 guilty of a violation of this
negtive commandment (shall not etc ) and also transgresses the
positive commandment “at his day thou shalt grve ham his hare”, he
therefore must be careful to pay him before sun-down, at any
rate before the appearance of stars, all this relates to a laborer
who was employed to work an entire day ar an entire mght, but
1f he was only hired to perform a task for several hours in the
day and his task was accomplished before sun-down 1t is the
employer’s duty to pay him immediately and not wait until sun

down, In a like manner, if he was hired to do work for several
hours at night, 1t 18 the employer’s duty to pay him immediately
the work 18 done, and not postpone it to day-break, even if it
was only a hght task that was performed, payment for same
should not be delayed.

6
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2 —One who is hired for a week, a month, or a year (should
be paid as follows —) If his work be done during the day, the
time set for his payment s that entire day (which ends his ser-
vices), if his work was done during the might, the time appoint-
ed for paymng him is that entire might (which ends his ser-
vices)

These laws are all in force whether he had hired a human
being, an animal, utensils, or a house, he 18 oblhiged to pay on
that day or night that the services are at an end or that the
time was expired,

3 —The employer does not transgress the commandment
unless he has the money (wherewith to pay) in his possession,
or deposited with others and 1t 18 possible for hira to obtam it,
or if he has salable merchandise which 1t is possible for him to
convert into cash, but if he has neither, he does not transgress
the commandment, howeverif it is possible for him to borrow
the money from some one, he is commanded to do so in order
to pay what 18 due to the hired man. If what he has 18 not suf-
ficient to pay all that is due for wages, he 18 obliged to give
him all that he has.

The commandment is only transgressed by the employer
when he does not pay the wages on the employe’s demand, but
if the latter did not demand same, the former does not trans-
gress the commandment by delaying payment, Nevertheless
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be must be careful to pay the employe his wages at the proper
time, immediately upon the completion of his work even before
payment was demanded

An Employer 1s forbidden to 1nvest i merchandise, that
money which 18 due for wages, those who do not pay out wages
otherwise than by previously making up the laborer’s account,
do not transgress the commandment until after the account
was made up, as thia condition was originally satisfactory to the
laborer,

4 —If one had contracted with an artisan to repsir his pro-
perty and he had finished the work, but he did not deliverit
to the owner, the latter does not transgress the commandment
by not paying him, but as soon as the property 1s returned, pay-
ment must be made, 1f 1t was returned even in mid-day, pay-
ment must be made before sun-down, hikewise if the work was
returned at night, payment (therefore) must be made before
day-break,

One should not hire a mechanie or laborer if it is clear to
him that he will be unable to pay him at the proper time, unless
he previously notifies him and obtains his consent thereto.

Whosoever witholds the wages of a laborer, having no in-
tention to pay him, or if he even deducts ome NBYB (& comn of
very small value) from what 18 coming to him, is & downnight
robber and “unfit to testify” (not entitled to credence). There-
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fore one whe hires a laborer or mechanic should be careful to
make a bargain with him beforhand, for unless they previously
agreed upon a price, one 1s hable to transgress the command
ment of the Torah forbidding robbery.

5 —If one had hired two workmen, and when the time for
payment came he was able to pay but one of them, 1f one of
them was poor and the other rich, the poor one should be paid
preferably even if & demand for payment was made by the rich
workman and the poor man did not yet demand his money, the
latter should still take precedence, however if one 1s related to
him and the other 18 not, the relative 1s not entitled (on that
account only) to take precedence

LAWS CONCERNING THE COMMANDMENT
OF LENDING,

1 —It 18 one of the positive commandments of the Torah to
lend to thepoor man in orderto relieve him of his poverty and to
enlarge his possessions, this commandment however, 1s also
obeyed when one lends for a short time to a rich man whois
temporarily embarassed, and the lending of money alone 1s not
the sole desideratum as 1n this commandment 1s also included
the lending of utensils and other property, howbeit if a poor
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man and a rich man request a loan of money or desire to borrow
(utensils etc.) the poor man should take the precedence

There 18 no limit to what constitutes a fulfillment of this
commandment, but every one should fulfillit to the full extent
of his means, as one should do all that lies 1n his power for the
welfare of his fellow-man, nerther 1s there any limit to the length
of time to be given for the repayment of the loan, but each one
according to his ability.

2. — The positive commandment of lending 1s only spphe-
able where one has the money in his possession or deposited
with another, or when one has money loaned to others which
had just fallen due, but one who has no money need not borrow
from others 1n order to lend 1t; however, as an act of benevolence
1t 18 a fulfillment (of the spirit) of the commandment to do so.
If he have money which was deposited with hum by others al-
though he is allowed to make personal use of same, gtill he has
no right to lend 1t to others unless he took it on the condition
that he should make payment to the depositor on demand.

One who had promised a poor man the loan of a certain
amount 18 forbidden to retract his promise, even 1if a loan was
promsed to a rich man, the promise must not be broken, It 1s
forbidden to borrow from a woman withont the knowledge of
her husbaud, although she attends to all the household matters,
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unless it be a small amount which 1t 18 unusual for men to be
captious about, orif she knows that her husband is not of a
captious disposition, all this 1s only applicable to the borrowing
of money, but household utensils 1t 18 permitted to borrow from
a woman even without obtaining her husband’s consent

8. — If the borrower does not propose to repay the entire
loan 1n one payment but offers to pay 1n small 1nstalments, it is
not obligatory on one to lend him on that condition, but as an
ast of brotherly love 1t 18 proper to accomodate one even in such
& manner,

If one applies for a large loan, and there were others who
each desired to make small loan 1t is better, in the event of
there not being sufficient to cover the large loan and all the
small loans, that the small loans should preferably be made, as
he thus meltiplies the performance of a commandment, however
if the one who had apphed for the large loan 18 1n reduced
circumstances and by means of lus loan he may be enable to
regain some of his former property, he should take the pre-
cedence.

If a poor man applies to a store-keeper to open & small
account with him for merchandise or food wherewith to main-
tain his life, although thi: 1s not an obligation implied m the
commandment of lending, .;:e\‘rgtheless 1t 18 the fulfillment of a,

$ - -
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eommandment to come to his suppoirt so that he become not a
burden ou the puble,

4 —The commandment to practice charity applies towards
all, even towards one who through sensuality had abandoned
himseif to the violation of one of the commandments, inasmuch
a8 he believes 1n the thirteen fundamental principles of the faith
he is yet of the Jewish allhance, and it is the fulfillment of a
commandment to cuompassionate him and to practice charty
towards him in the hour of his distress, but if he knows that
the money he requires 18 to be devoted to & ginful purpose he 18
forbidden to lend 1t to him, also if he publicly profanes the
Sabbath, or 18 an informer, as he 18 out of the Jewish alhance
8o long as he did not repent, this i1s the case only when his gult
is clearly established, but on account of a mere suspicion he is
not excluded from the fraternity,

5,—The commandment to practice charity which the Torah
admonishes us to fulfiil 18 obligatory towards friend and foe
alike, with this distinction, however, thatif he hate one unjustly
he must (preferably practice charity towards him) giving him
precedence even over s friend, so that he may thus suppress hig
evil inclination, but if he justly hates him, as for instance, one
whom he saw transgressing a negative commandment that is
famihar to all, to him the law of precedence does not apply.

It 18 the fulfillment of a greater commandment to practice
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charity towards a proper person than towards an improper one
It 1s forbidden to lend without witnesses even to a Disciple of
the Sages, unless he lends on a pledge, or note, or at least, re-
ceives an acknowledgement of the loan in the borrower’s hand-
writing If the note becomes worn away and the writing 1s
about to be rubbed off, the holder should have 1t certified at
the Rabbinate

If the lender desires to take a pledge from the borrower,
not at the time of the lending, but after the loan had been made,
he can only do so through the Rabbinate, It 1s forbidden to
keep a canceled note 1 one’s house,

6 — It 18 fortudden to exact from a borrower when he knows
that he has not wheirewith to pay, having neither money nor
movable chattels, 1t 18 forbidden even to confront him per-
chance he may thereby put him to shame. On the other hand
the borrower 1s forbidden to withold his neighbor’s money,
putting him off by teling him to come agam when he hasit,
and he 18 also forbidden to employ his neighbor’s money 1 such
a manner that 1t may be lost and the lender will not find any-
thing collectible, and 1f 1t 18 known to the lender that the per-
son applying for a loan 1s entirely without consideration for his
neighbor’s money, then 1t 3s bLetter not to lend him (without
a pledge) than to lend him and be afterwards compelled to
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exact the payment from him, One should always avoid becoming
a Guarantor or Guardian

7 —The lender should not make use of the pledge on which
he made the loan as that would savor of increase, but if he
lent to a poor man on something that can be hired out at & good
price and 18 but shghtly worn by use, he may hire 1t out even
without asking the owner’s permission as the proceeds are to
be deducted from the borrower’s debt, 1t 1s taken for granted
that the latter 1s satisfied with this procedure

One who lends on a pledge becomes a hired guardian there-
of and must take very good care of it, he 18 not permitted to
place it in others keepmng nor to pawn it without the owner’s
knowledge,

One who lends his neighbor on a pledge, with the stipula-
tion, that faling to repay the loan within a fixed time, he shall
forfeit the pledge to the lender, the latter should be careful to
tell the borrower at the time the loan 1s made — «If you do not
redeem the pledge untal a stipulated time, I am entitled to the
ownership thereof from this date,

8 — When a borrower remits to the lender through a
messenger. the latter acquires full title to the money on behalf
of the lender, immediately 1t 18 handed tohim, and should the
borrower desire again to borrow the money from the messenger
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and to repay him after a while, he 1s forbidden to do so, as that
is “borrowing without the owner’s knowledge” and the messen-
ger 18 also forbidden to return the money to the borrower.

One who knows that he is indebted to bis neighbor bat 18
told by the latter “I am positive that you are not indebted to
me”, he thereby becomes exempted irom paying him as it 18 evi~
dent that he excused him from payment,

9 —If one 18 unable to lend to all who come to borrow, he
should discrmminate to whom to give the preference. The follow-
ing is the order of precedence — his father ond mother, his
teacher, his children, his brother by the father’s side, s brother
by the mother’s side, other relations, a Disciple of the Sages,
the latter’s wife, oue’s neighbor, one’s townsman, the Priest, the
Levite, the Israelite, the bastard The laws of precedence here
get forth do not especially concern those who apply for the loan
of money or utensils, for they apply as well to the granting of
any other favor, as for instance to hire some one, or to cause
some one to derive a profit and similar favors

10.—TIt 18 written — “At the end of every seven years thon
shalt make a release, and this is the manner of the release, every
creditor that lendeth aught unto his neighbor shall release 1t,
he shall not exact 1t of his neighbor or of his brother, because -
it 18 called the Lord’s release” (Deut 15, 1—2)

From these premises our Sages, their memory be blessed,
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have infered, that the seventh year when it ends, causes every
lender to release his debtor, whether the loan was made en a
verbal agreement or on a promisory note, and even if 1t was made
on a mortgage, that 18, providing the debts become due before
the end of the year and they remain unpaid, then the lender 18
no longer (after the seventh year) permitted to demand payment
from the debtor, and even if the debtor came to pay the lender,
the latter should say I release you and you are already ex-
empted from paying me”, but if the debtor said “Nevertheless,
I give 1t to you us a gift” he 1s permitted toreceive 1t, the lender
can even make some efforts to influence the debtor to say “that
he gives 1t to him as & gift”

11.—The seventh year causes only the lender to release the
debtor, but does not release one from the responsibility for the
thing dehivered him to keep, nor does 1t affect the open account
of one who obtains creditin a store ss long as the i1tems taken
on credit were not figured up and the total transfered to the
loan account making the merchant assume the character of
Lender, also he who bought from a gentile, bills payable by an
Tsraelite to a gentile, nor does it release the debt for which
judgment was obtained through the Rabbinate, after the
Rabbinate had given the lender a written verdict, likewise one
who transfers his notes to the Rabbinate, with instructions to
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collect same, also he who lends his neighbor on a pledge, all
these the seventh year does not make to release

12 —The document called 51an b relieves one from granting
a releage (1n the seventh year) A 53 1s obtaimed as follows,
a man goes to three men who are learned in the ZTorah, and
makes of them a provisional Rabbinate, saying as follows: «Ye
are Judges, I deliver over to you all claims that I have so that
Ican collect them whenever I want, they then write for hum a
5am7s according to the versions in use

THE LAWS OF INCREASE

1,—One must be exceedingly careful not to violate the com-
mandment forbidding usury, whether the loan be made to a
poor or to a rich person, and he who makes an usurious loan 18
ag though he denied the Gtod of Israel, and the (miraculous)
exodus from Egypt, and he will not rise when the dead will be
resurrected, and even in this life will retribution overtake him,
for his possessions will shrink in value and his substance will
waste away The borrower also, 18 cautioned by the Torah against
giving any manner of usury, and even the writer of the notes,
the witnesses, the guarantor, and the broker, all are admonished
under the commandment which stringently forbids anyone to
be even an accessory to s usurious loan, Even if no usurious
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contract was made at first but at maturity of the note, the deb-
tor made a stipulation of increase in order that the lender
should grant him an extension, it matters not if he did not
plainly stipulate that he gives him the increase as a usurious
compensation, but even if he expresses 1t as the bestowal of a
gift, 1t 18 stall forbidden, and he who has stumbled 1into taking
1ncrease 18 obliged to make restitution thereof, but if the lender
18 wilhing to make restitution and the borrower excuses 1t, the
former 18 perm:tted to retain 1t

2 — It 1s forbidden tuv give usury either in advance or at
the expiration of the loan, as for instance 1f the borrower previ-
ous to making the loan made the lender a present with the ex-
planation that he does 8o 1n order that he should make him a
loan, or if he made him & handsome present without offering
any explanation for so doing, but 1t 18 quite evident that he did
80 1n order that he should make him & loan, or if he made him
a present, after the loan was paid, as compensation for the time
that the money was 1n his possession and unavailable (fo the
lender), all this 18 forbidden.

It is also forbidden for one to lend his neighbor a certamn
amount for a nertain time, 1n order that the latter should after-
wards reciprocate by lending him a larger amount or for a longer
time. It 18, however, permissable for one to lend his neighbor
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a certain amount for a time and have himieciprocate that favor,
but no agreement should be made to that effect, 1t being an
action purely voluntary on their part

3.—The lender should be careful not to enjoy aught of the
borrower without his knowledge, during the entire time ot the
loan, even if 1t 18 something that the borrower would bave him
enjoy though no loan had been made, however with the borrow-
er’s knowledge, the lender may enjoy of that which the borrwer
would have him enjoy had the loan not be made, only that it
shall not be of a pubhic nature, There 1s usury even in the
words or in the honor with which the borrower treats the lender
1if he would not, thus, have treated him, had the loan not been
made, 1t is therefore forbidden.

The borrower is also forbidden to give increase in granting
the lender a favor, as for 1nstance, to give him employment or
to cause him to make a profit, if he would not have done as much
for him at any other time

4.—TIt 18 forbidden to lend a measure of grain and have the
loan repaid also with a measure of gram, even 1f both be of the
same kind, for mayhap, 1n the meantime, the price had advanced
and he cousequently gives him increase, a money valuation
should therefore be placed apon it, so that even if there be an
advance in the price of the grain he repays him only that
smount of money it was then valued at
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If the borrower possesses a particular kind, even if only a
small amount thereof, he 15 permitted to berrow many bushels
of the same kind, also if a certain kind has a fixed market-price
one 18 permitted to borrow even if he has none of 1it, all this
relates to a thing of the same kind, but it 1s forbidden under
any circumstances to lend one kind and have that loan repaid
with another kind

It 18 however, under all circumstances perrmussable to lend
a small article, the price of which, whether advancing or de-
climng people are not usualy particular about; & woman
18 therefore allowed to lend a loaf of bread to her neighbor

5. — If one lends money on the mortgage of a house or &
field etc, and if the lender 18 also the usufructuary of that mort-
gage, this usufruct shonld effect the liqudation of the debt:
that 1s, a fixed amount should be yearly deducted from his débt
which should count as the rent paid by the lender, and they are
permitted to stipulate the payment of a smaller amount than
the actual rental value, the lender however, should not turn
around and rent 1t to the borrower, As there yet remain many
divergent laws on this subject, he who is desirous of acting
10 accardance with the law should cousult the wise

6.—He who sells an article to his neighbor stipulating that
it will cost him ten for cash and eleven on credif, is forbidden’
to do so, he 15 also forbidden o sell him an article having s
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standard price at more than the market value an account of wait-
ing for the money, even 1f he did not so stipulate

One 15 also forbidden to add a sixth of the price or more to
the cost of an article that has no standard price on account of
waiting for the money even if that was not stipulated, but one
is permitted to charge less than one sixth more than he would
charge for cash for an article which has no standard price, if
he sells it 1n an ordmary way

It 18 forbidden to buy merchandise at a dear price mn o der
to immediately dispose of 1t at a loss for the sake of having the
handling of the money for some time

7—One 18 permitted to sell a note which he holds against
his neighbor, even to the borrower himself, and even before
maturity, at less than its value, and the seller should write to
the buyer “I hereby sell and transfer to you this note and all
that is subjective thereto”, the note 18 then at the nsk
of the buyer, with the exception of that risk for which the
seller is naturally responsible, as for instance, whether the note
18 & canceled one etc , for that the seller 18 responsmible. Hence,
in order that they fall not into the snare of usury, 1t 1s advisable
for the lender and borrower to proceed as follows 1nstead of
negotiating & loan as lender and borrower, they should make it
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3 transaction between seller and buyer The lender should
write a note to bearer for one hundred dollars, payable on May
13th of the following year, which he should at once sell to the
borrower for that amount, payable on the date aforementioned,
he should also give him a bill of sale for same, worded as
follows- “I hereby sell and transfer to you this note and all
that 18 subjective thereto”. In exchange for that amount, the
borrower should give the lender a note with securty for the
payment of that amount on May 13th, the borrower may then
sell the lender’s note to whom he pleases, and he can, 1n the
meantime, use the amount which he realizes from its sale, as he
can pay his debt (to the lender) at matunty,

8 —If one advances his neighbor money wherewith to do
business, on condition that the profit and loss as well as the risk
involved should be equaly shared by both, the latter assuming
all the labor of the transaction to offset the furnishing by the
former of all the money which the business requires, thus we
find that the latter compensates with his labor 1n the transaction
for the half share of the money, which he would have been
required to put in, and which 18 advanced him by the former,—
this 18 usurious, and 1t18 forbidden, but 1t 18 permissable 1n the
following manner, that the former should stipulate or at once
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pay the latter a certain amount, even though small, as compen-
gation for his labor in the transaction, towards his share of 1t,
and they may make an agreement that he who receives the
money should not be entitled to credence when saying that he
lost by the transaction, unless there are proper witnesses to
eorroborate him, nor should he be entitled to credence as regards
the profit except by oath, they may also stipulate between them,
that 1f the receiver will wish to give the one who advanced the
money a certain amount every month or every year for his share
in the profits, 1t shall be optional with him to do so, this s the
true form of a NpOY AWM (“permission to transact”) which 1s
customary in Israel. It 18 therefore impossible to (properly)
make & NPDY NN note unless one borrows the money lo do busta
ness with, 1t is then that this note makes them partners m the
transaction and the receiver buys the giver’s share in the pro-
fits for the amount that he stipulates with him, but if he borrows
the money, — not for the purpose of doing business with it —
then the NpbY “AM is of no .avail, usit s then a msrepresen-
tation

9, — One who owns merchandise and 18 in necessity of
borrowing money, the lender however does not wish to lend un-
less he profits thereby, such a transaction is permitted by the
following procedure;— He should sell him (the lender) hie
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merchandise by means of a 9MD PP (according to the jewish
law a transaction becomes valid and neither of the parties
thereto ean retract when one fakes hold of the others garment
and thus seals the contract, this 18 called 71D 1p), which 18
customary in Israel, in a manner that the buyer shall be re-
sponsible for the merchandise, and the seller should take npon
himself to dehver the goods to him at a certain time, the seller
then takes the money in exchange for the merchandise on con-
dition that if he does not deliver the merchandise to the buyer
at the time agreed, that he should give the buyer such and such
an swount in lieu of the merchandise, in order that the buyer
ghould have the profit that is proper for him.

LAWS OF BUYING AND SELLING.

1.—It is written — “And if thou sell aught unto thy neigh-
bor or buyest aught of thy neighbor’s hand, ye shall not oppress
one another®, hence, have our sages infered that it is forbidden
to decerve one’s neighbor, either in buymg or selling, in hinng,
an recervership, or in exchange Itis forbidden also, for that
reason, to give a nice appearance to anarticle on sale with a view
to deceive the purchaser and it is hikewise forbidden to color
up old vessels for the purpose, when selling them, of making
them pass for new ones.

¢
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It1s also forbidden to assort bad frmt with good, or to mix
bad liquor with good, 1n order to deceive the buyer, but if dis-
cernible 1n the taste, 1t 18 permissible to mix 1t, as the buyer can
feel 1t

Although one had been mmposed on by others, he s for-
bidden to 1mpose upon his neighbor, but 1f he 15 honest 1n his
dealings, and says, “This article I have bought for this price,
and this 18 the amount of profit I wish to make on 1t”, although
he had been cheated when buying that article, he is yet per-
mitted to dispose of 1t, as (by the foregomng declaration) he
makes 1t clear to the purchaser that he should not rely on (the
price he nsks, to determine) the value of the puichase (as he
sells) according to the money he paid for it.

2.—Jt 18 wntten'— “Ye shall do no unnghteousness 1n
judgment, 1n meteyard, 1n weight, or in measure, just balance,
just weights, a just Ephah and & just Hin, shall ye have”, thus
hasg the Torah forbiddenthe gaving of a short measure or weight
to one’s neighbor, even to a gentile

It 18 also wntten'— “Thou ghalt not have mm thy bag divers
measures, a great and a small, but thou shall have a perfect
and just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou have” —
thus has the Jorgh forbidden to keep 1n one’s house or 1 one’s
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store, a short measure or a short weight, even though he does
not measure or weigh with thera, 1t 18 still forbidden, and our
Sages, their memory be blessed, smd — “Make 1t right from
thine own and give to him”, — meaning, that one should weigh
and measure with a good eye, that 1s, to see that there 18 more
than the required measure or weight— however regarding the
giving of & “heaping” measure, one should imvariably guide
himself by the custom that obtains 1n that country (where he
18), thus, however, 1t 18 customary to give a “heaping measure”
one shall not reduce 1t even with the consent of the buyer who
pays him less money, and wherever 1t 18 customary to give a full
measure only, he shall not give a “heaping” measure, even if the
seller is willing to do so as he pays him more money, as the
Torah 18 very particular in condemning irregularities in measures
for fear that those witnessing these irregularties may be a
stumbling block to others inasmuch as they will erroneously
think that such 18 the custom in that country, and will thus
eause others to err

It 18 obhigatory upon the principle people of Israel to ap-
point supervisors whose duty 1t should be to inspect the stores
and business houses to see that there be not found in them
measures or weights that do not agree (with the established
standard).

8.—One who seeks to buy or rent certain property, whether
it consists of a piece of ground, or of movable chattels, be 1t of
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a gentile, or of an Israelite, if, after the bargain was struck, al-
though the sale was not yet closed some one else forstalled him
and bought or rented it, the latter is termed “wicked”, but if
they had not yet agreed upon a price, such an action 1s per-
missable

One 1s forbidden to “remove his neighbor’s landmark™ 1 e to
encroach upon his right sin the matter of hiring houses & the like
from a gentile.If one gives money to his neighbor to make a pur-
chage for him, and the latter makes a purchase for himself with
his own money, he is an 1mpostor, but if he made the purchase
with the sender’s money, even 1if he intended it for himself, 1t 18
his duty to give it to the sender.

4.—If one had made a part payment on a purchase or had
marked the article for 1dentification in the seller’s presence,—
or if the seller had told him — “put your mark upon your pur-
chase” even though he did not thereby acquire proprietary
rights in that article, nevertheless, he who retracts, be he the
seller or the buyer, does not act as becoraes an Israelite, and he
is accursed of the Beth-Din who say of him —<He who has dealt
out retribution to the men who belonged to the generation of
the flood, and to the men who belonged to the generation who
were scattered upon the face of all the earth, and to those who
belonged to Sodom and Gommorah, and to the Egyptians who
sankin the sea, Heshall deal out retribution to him who does not
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stand by his agreement”, but if he did not put his mark upon
the purchase, nor did he pay anything on 1t, but they merely
agreed upon a price, and he afterwards retracted his agreement,
although he 18 not of thuse to whom applhes the curse “he who
hath dealt out retribution” ete. Yet 15 he of those who lace re-
hirbihity, and the spirit of our Sages do not take dehght 1n um,
a8 it 18 proper for an Israehte to hold to his agreement, as 1t 18
written:— “The remnant of Israel shall not do mmiquity nor
speak hes”

It 18 furthermore the moral principle of the Perfect to ful-
fill even that which he thought in his heart, thus if he thought
in his heart, and came to the conclusion that he would sell a
certain article at a certain price, and the purchaser unawares,
offered him more he shall only take that amount at which he had
his mind made up to sell 1t to him so that he fulfill what is writ
ten: “and speaketh the truth in his heart”, this law also applys
to the buyer, 1f his mind was resolved upon offering more for the
purchase, he shall fulfill “and spesketh the truth in his heart”,
likewise 1f his heart was set upon doing a certain favor to his
neighbor, he should not alter his determinsation

5 —It 18 written — “A just Ephah and a just Hun () shall
ye have”, our Sages thence infer that your “yes” () shall be
just (note the play om words P and fn) and your “no” shall be

-
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Just”, therefore the Torah forbids one to speak words that are
at variance with the thoughts of his heart, thus if he promissed
a small gift to his neighbor, who depended upon 1t, being posi-
tive that he would give 1t to him, if he retracts his promise, he
18 of those who lack reliability, however 1f he promises a large
gift (and retracts the promise) he 18 not of these who lack re-
habitity, as his neighbor did not depend upon receiving 1t , all
this relates to a promise made to a rich man, but 1f he made the
promise to a poor man, even the promise of a large gift, he 1s
not at liberty to retract his premise as 1t 1s as though he made
a vow, thus even if he only determined in his heart that he
would give, he must fulfill his thought.

6 —Ii 18 written — “And thou shalt do that which 1s right
and good 1 the sight of the Lord thy God”, (As a practical
illustration of the spirit of this commandment), Our Rabbies
of blessed memory, have thought as follows —

“If one desiwres to sell some ground or a house and & num-
ber of men coms to buy, each one willing to pay the price made
by the seller, 1t devolves upon the seller to know the law of
precedence, the following is the order thereof — a Disciple of
the Sages, his intimate friend, his relative, his neighbor, his
townsman, the denizen trom another town, but if one of the
bidders was the owner of the adjacent property, he should obtain
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the precedence over all of them, and even after he had already
sold 1t to another, the owner of the adjacent property can re-
fund the money to the buyer and have him relinquish that pro-
perty

7 — Itis wnitten — “Ye shall not therefore oppress one
another”, our Rabbins, their memory be blessed, have expounded
it a8 meanmng the “oppression of words”, they have thence
taught that a man should not say unto his neighbor “at what
price will you sell this article? when he has no intention of buy-
ng 1t

If one sought to buy a certain thing, he should not direct
him to go to that one, when he knows that he has 1t not to sell
bim; If his neighbor 18 a Penitent he should not say to him:
“Recollect thy former actions!” If castigations were visited
upon his neighbor, he should not say to him in the raanner that
the friends of Job said to Job — “Is not this thy fear, thy con-
fidence, — Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished being
innocent?” If they asked of him regarding some wise discussion
he should not say to one who is ignorant thereof — «What do
you think of thig matter #” nor should he put his neighbor to
shame by addressing him by an opprobrious name,

One should be very careful not to oppress his wife, nor to
distress her with words, as a woman 1s naturally sensitive, and
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her tears are ever ready, — and the gates of tears are never
closed]

8.— 1t is forbidden to “steal away the mind” (begumle) of
any ereature, even the mind of a gentile, therfore if one sells
an article possessing some mperfection altough 1t be worth the
purchase price, 1t 18 nevertheless obligatory upon hum to notify
the purchaser of ite mmperfection.

One should not ask his neighbor to dine with bim knowing
that he will not do so, nor should he make him & present know-
ing that he will not accept it.

9. — Any article, the eating whereof the Torah has forbidden
while one 18 permited to enjoy of its use, if it 18 an article used
solely for food the traffic thereof is forbidden, It 18 also for~
bidden to lend thereon and even to buy thereof an order to feed
gentile laborers therewith.

If 1t 18 something not designed for food but for work, such
as hve-stock of horses and asses, their traffic is permitted. Fat
(of the beast that dieth of itself or of that which 18 torn with
beasts), altough the ealing thereof 18 forbadden by the Zorakh
and tough 1t 18 demgned for food, the Zorah has nevertheless
permitted the trafflc therem. One 13 also permitted to traffio
with anything (the eating whereof) 1 forbidden onmly according,
to the Rabbine,
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10 —If one had fortuitously acquired a forbidden article
(of food) as for instance, when fishing he caught an unclean
fsh 1n lus net, or he had unexpectedly found in his house a beast
that died of itself or that which was torn with beasts, he 18 per-
mitted to sell them, but he should sell them immediately, aud
he should not wait to improve their saleableness It s also per-
mitted to levy upon unclean things for his claim, but he should
sell them at once and not wait to profit by them, however he 1s
permitted to keep them sufficiently long to save himself from

loss on the prinaipal. .

LAWS CONCERNING A CLAIMANT AND RESPONDENT,
ALSO REGARDING AN OATH AND TESTIMONY,

1. —When something has occured between two persons to
set one against the other, they should pescefully agree upon a
compromise, each making the other some allowance 1mm order to
avoid the humihation mecidental t0 a legal process, but if it 18
impossible for them to agree upon & compromuse, they should
have recourse to & jewish tribunal (Beth Din) who shall judge
them sccording to the law of the Torah, but if the respondent
1 hard and unyelding, the claimant should first summon hmm
to sppear before a Jewish tnbunal and on s refusal to comply
with the summons, he should obtan the consent of "eth Din

- ,
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and save what 18 coming to him, by a civil process in a Court
of Law,

2, — It 18 forbidden for one of the litigants to present his
case before the judge in the absence of his fellow litigant, for
that reason, he should not precede his fellow-litigant 1n appear-
ing before the judge, 1n order that he should not suspect him
of hastening to present his case in the absence of his opponent
to the suit

It 18 also forbidden for one to put 1n a false plea, even though
he knows that although he 1s 1nnocent, yet 1f he will plead truth-
fully, judgment will be rendered agamnst him, despite that, he
ghall not plead falsely

The respondent 1s forbidden to seek underhand means that
will afford him a loophole of escape from the demands of the
claimant, thus forcing the latter to agree to a compromise in
which a part of the elaim will be allowed him , and if he trans-
gressed the commandment and did so, he has not tulfilled his
obligation, before heaven, until he gives the claimant what 18
due him,

3 —When the men of a town appoint a Beth-Din for them-
selves, they should know whether each one (compesing the
jewish tribunal) posessess the following seven qualifications.—
wisdom 1n the Torah, meekness, reverence, the hate of money,
even of thewr own, the love of truth, their fellow-creature’s love

L]
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towards them, the possession of a good name because of their
deeds, and 1f they have not wise men who are qualified to be
judges, they should appoint those who are, in their opinion, the
best and wisest among them, to act as their judges, and as soon
as they are accepted by the towns-people, none other can reject
them

The Judge 18 forbidden to take a bribe, even to declare
the innocense of the innocent, and he who gives the bribe also
transgresses a negative commandment,

Occasionally the litigants choose their men to arbitrate be-
tween them, this 18 an eminently proper course to pursue, for
as each one advocates the merits 1n the case of the one who had
selected him, the compromise 18 properly effecied, thisis (com-
mendable) only when the arbitration is conducted m an upright
manner, but God forbid that the compromise should be effected
i a crooked way! for just as they are warned not to wrest a
judgment 80 are they warned not to wrest a compromise

4,—One should always guard himself against taking an
oath, even a true ene, and when one, whose neighbor is obhged
to swear to him, sees that he desires to swear falsely, he should
not permit him to swear, but gshould rather compromigse with
him 1n the best way possible

8.—One who knows of any testunony that he can gve for
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his neighbor, if it 18 proper to have him test:fy, and his neighbor
would derive some benefit fiom his testimony, if the latter
requires him tfo testify in his behalf at the Beth Din, heis
obliged to testify for him, whether there 1s another witness
besides him or whether he 1s alone, and 1f he suppressed his
testimony he 1s guilty according to the Diviue laws,

A person cau testify so long as he remembers (the facts)
and he need not fear, that because 1t transpired some time ago:
he will have no clear recollection thereof, even if he himself
does not remember his testimony but he 18 reminded by a re-
oord of the facts that he had made for himself, or even if he 18
reminded thereof by another even if that other be his fellow wit-
ness, he is still quahfied to testify, but if the Iitigant reminded
him and he thus recollected it he can not testify, however the
litigant can lay the facts before another who can m turnremind
him, as then “he 18 reminded by another”, but if he does nut
know the testimony, aithough he was told thereof by a reliable
party, he is forbidden to testify, and even if the litigant said
unto him, “come and stand near the one witness that I have and
do not testify, only (do soin order) that my debtor shall be
frightened thereby imagming that I have two witnesses and
make me an acknowledgement’ he should not hearken unto

-



P ONTR D
DY Ao
ERY AN Payd mpm T AR R o it b e by 8
30w XpY ORI MY A aow Soum end bop apm M3
SN A Py Nk mRad 95 bax nna b anme nwpnn axe
Br X Y Ame 8O Anmew b e o np b ams 393 9y e
&5 ,nat b e ow Sed Sav 1 nean web nobh anae b
“nn
BRI W DI ‘RS R oA Hyan nxd omp xne, Ty
abiop owoyed o vy namp Hex b obwee S M oavp
an ,mbnd eyrd oboe mdmd &% awnd pr oavp abexy b
obios WA o onx o Damee wen 85 ,Dvmpt My Amnn nSooe
ApD 5B 8T NN R ’OR ,0amp S Anand im amatd i remd

him, for 1t 18 written -— “Keep thee farfrom a false matter”.

6 — Any witness who derives any advantage or has any
personal concern, no matter how remotely, in the matter of his
testimony, 18 unfit to testify The testimony of one who 18 re-
warded to testify 1s null and void, this, however, relates only to
one who had witnessed the facts in evidence, npon whom 1t,
therefore, devolves to testify gratuitously

However one 18 permitted to take a compensation which
should be no more than commensurate to the troubles nvolved
in gomng to witness a transaction regarding which he will sub-
sequently be required to testify Also if it is a trouble for bim
to go before the Beth Din he can take & proper compensation
for the trouble he has and no more.

7.—A witness who 18 related to one of the litigants or to,
one of of the Judges, or if the witnesses are related to each
other, they are unfit to testify, even if the relationship be on the.
wife’s side they are on certain occamions unfit to testify, and
even if they are related only to the gunarantor and not to the
borrower, they are unfit to bear witness for the borrower, The
Torah established that the testimony of relations shall be unfit,
not because of the love they bear to each other, for whether they‘
testify to the innocence or the gult of thewr relative, they are
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still unfit, 1t is therefore a decree of the Torah, so that it were
not proper even for Moses and Aaron to testify one for the
other, therefore any witness who 1s related to any of the other
witnesses, and the relationship was severed, the judges not be-
ing aware of that fact, he must inform them thereof and they
will tell him according to the Torah, whether it 18 proper for
him to testify or not.

8.—It 18 wnitten:— “Put not thine hand with the wicked to
be an unrighteous witness”, this, our Sages, of blessed memory,
have expounded as follows — If one of the witnesses 18 “wicked”
(one is thus designated if he be guilty of a transgression, which
is known to every Israelite as the wiolation of a commandment,
if 1t is, furthermore, forbidden by a negative commandment of
the Torah, and he willfully transgressed 1t and did not repent)
he causes the testimony of all the witnesses, even if they are
many, to become void, 1f one of them 18 unfit (to testify) the
testimony of all becomes void, and if a witness knows that his
fellow-witness 13 wicked and he 1s forbidden to testify, accord-
ing to the Torah, and the judges are not aware of his wickedness,
he is forbidden to testify with him, although the testimony 1s
true, because of the decree of the Torah as promulgated in the
verse afore-mentioned.

9.—A witness should not testify alone, except when a money
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transaction 18 1nvolved and his testimonyis available 1n a matter
requiring the administration of an oath., He can also testify
regarding a forbidden matter, with the object of preventing a
violation of that prohibition, if 1t was not already violated, but
if his neighbor had already violated the prohibition, one witness
should not testify, for (his unsupported evidence 1s not relied
on) and 1t 18 only as 1if he spreads a defamation of his neighbor’s
name

LAWS CONCERNING THEFT AND ROBBERY

1.—Tt 18 forbidden to rob or steal even a trifle exther from
an Israelite or from a gentile, It 1s also forbidden to steal trom
one’s neighbor even with the intention of returning 1t, only that
he desired to annoy him somewhat, or by way of a joke Iftis
forbidden to enjoy of anything belonging to one’s neighbor
without his knowledge even if he knows elearly that the latter
will be glad when he becomes aware of 1, because of his love
for him,— 1t 18, nevertheless forbidden, however, 1f the object 18
such a trivial one that 1t 18 not usual for anyone to care aboutl
1t at all; 1t 18 permitted (to enjoy thereof), butitis a moral
prineiple of the pious to avoid even that

2 —Tt 18 a positive commandment for the robber or thief to
return the very thing that was robbed or stolen, and even if the

7
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owner had long since despaired (of ever recovering it) he does
not accomphish his duty by making restitution 1n money, aslong
as that thing exists 1n 1ts original state, but if 1t was lost or
altered mn such a way that 1t cannot be restored to its original
state, or 1f 1t was sunken 1n a bmlding and can only be recovered
by tearing down the building which would be a great loss to
him, he fulfills his duty by 1efunding an amount of money
equivalent to the value of the stolen artacle at the time of the
robbery

If the victim of the robbery 1z 1n another locality, he shonld
notify him to come and he will pay him, but i1f the one who had
been robbed, had since died, he should make restitution to his
heirs

One who robs or steals from many, as for instance, a store
keeper who measured or weighed with a short measure or
weight, or if a public functionary was lenmient towards his re-
latives and exacting towards others, also one who practiced usury
towards many

Ast 18 a daficuit matter for any of these to be properly
repentant therefore he should supply a public need 1 order
that those whom he robbed should also enjoy thereof Howbeit
1f the identity of the robbed one be known to him, he 18 obliged
to make him restitution, as then, his duty 18 not accomphsehed
by the supplying of a public need,
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3 —It 18 forbidden to buy from the thief or robber, or to
have them deliver i lus care, the property that was stolen or
robbed, (but it 1s permissable if he does so for the purpose of
benefitting the owners, by returming the property to them, when
they refund him his money)

It 15 forbidden to derive even the shghtest enjoyment from
the property that was stolen or robbed as long as 1t remains 1n
the hands of the thief or robber, It 1s even forbidden to change
currency for the money that‘was stolen or robbed It 1s also
forbidden to enter a house, or pass through a field which was
acquired by robbery, therefore one 1s forbidden to derive any
enjoyment from one who 1s known to be a thief or robber, having
no other occupation than that and whose entire money 1s pre-
sumably the proceeds of theft or robbery It 1s even forbidden
to accept any of his donations for charty If one offers to sell
a certain article, and 1t 18 apparent that that article was stolen by
hira, 1t 18 forbidden to buy of him Itis even fortidden to buy
of a woman, an article which, 1t 18 apprehended, she is selling
without the knowledge and consent of her husband, It 1s like-
wise forbidden to buy of a man any of the woman’s finery or
apparel which, it may be apprehended, he 1s selling without the
knowledge of his wife.
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4.—He whose property was exchanged for that of another
should not make use of the property which 1s not his, and when
the owner of the property applies for it, he shall restore 1t to
him even if his own was lost If an article that does not belong
to him was returned to ham from the laundry, he shall not make
use of 1t for a long time, until he 1s confident that the Launderer
had come to an agreement with the owner of the article, then
he can make use of 1t.

5 —TIt 18 permitted to accept charity from & woman, if 1t 18
& small amount, even without her husband’s knowledge, 1n iew
of the fact that 1t 18 customary for them (to give charity; and
the husband 18 aware of that being her custom, 1t 18 likewise
permitted for the members of the household to give a portion to
the poor, even without the knowledge of the proprietor, as 1t 1s
customary for them to do that, it 1s therefore, as though done
with his knowledge 1Itis also permitted to take the fruit
that fell from a tree which leans out from his neighbor’s
field above the road, 1f they are fruits that usually fall,
and get spoiled by falling, or if most of those, who pass
that place are gentiles, or if the cattle usually eat (the fruit)
while passing by, but if they are fruit that do not get spoiled
by falling and if most of those who pass by are Israelites, 1t 18
forbidden to take them, and if the tree 18 the property of or-
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phans 1t 18 forbidden to take of the fruit, under any circum-
stances

6.—1It 18 written — “Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor”,
Our Sages of blessed memory have defined what costitutes
“defrauding” by cltm.g the case of one who became possessed
of his neighbor’s money, with the latter’s consent (as by taking
a loan or by wages due his neighbor) and who dues not wish to
pay him, or puts him off with promises, this 18 forbidden, Itis
also forbidden to act thus to a gentile ; If one purchased an
article of a gentile, he 18 forbidden to cheat him 1n reckoning
up, (1n short, the practice of) any deception 1s forbidden, for 1t
tends to profane the name of Israel

An Israehite is forbidden to violate the statutes and ordi-
nances of the just laws that were established by the rulers of the
country, as our leading rule 18 “The laws of the government
are law”.

7 —If onecovets an article belonging to his neighbor, which
the latter has no intention of selling and he exerts the pressure
of many friends or by his own 1nsistance urges him to sell 1t to
bim, he transgresses the commandment “Thou shalt not covet”
(1onn 85) he violates that other ccmmandment, expressed by
mann 85 (meaning also “Thou shalt not covet”) from the very
moment that hus heart was enticed, and he thought by what
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devices to buy 1it, and as soon he bought 1t, he has transgressed
both negative commandments

LAWS CONCERNING FINANCIAL DAMAGES AND
PHYSICAL INJURIES

1 — It is forbidden to damage ones neighbor financially,
even with the intention of making reparation, One 18 even for-
bidden, either by speech or action £0o cause his neighbor to
sustain a damage If one who sustained a damage, will, by
putting the damage away from himself, cause his neighbor to
sustain a damage, he 18 forbidden to do so, however before he
sustained the damage, he 18 permitted to put it away from him
even 1f that will cause his neighbor to sustain a damage. One
who delivers an Israelite over, in the hands of a despot or a
tyrant, and causes him to sustain an injury, either physically or
financially, 18 called a “Traitor” and hss no portion 1n the world
to come, One 18 forbidden to betray even a person who1s
wicked and a tranagressor of the commandments, even one who
distressed him and subjected him to continual annoyance 1f
one had been betrayed, and there 18 a possibility of escape, he 1s
not allowed (to retalitate) and betray his neighbor (the traitor)
He who causes his neighbor to sustain a damage, although
according to human laws he 18 exempted from punishment, yet
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18 he guilty according to divine laws until ke conciliates hisneigh-
bor, — he who frightens his neighbor 1s also gulty according
to Divine laws

2 One 1s forbidden to trespass upon his neighbor’s cultivated
field as by trampling upon the tillage he damages it, One 18
forbidden to do something, even on his own premises, whereby
his neighbor will sustain a damage, for that reason one shall
not place in his court, near his neighbor’s wall, anything pos-
sessing warmth and emitting heat, thus damaging the wall,
such as manure and the like, except at a distance of three hand-
breadths, likewise the water that he pours out also the dran-
pipe that carries off the water from the roof shall be at a dis-
tance of three hand-breadths from his nexghbor’s wall If one’s
neighbor suffers from any iliness which 18 aggraveted by the
sound of hammering, he shall not, even in his own house, do any-
thing which will cause the sound of hammering to reach his
neighbor’s house and hurt him. It 1s also forbidden to throw
broken glass-ware and the like, 1n a place where they can cause
injury. There yet remain many things pertaning to damages
to one’s neighbor or the geneial public, but the general rule1s
this, 1t 18 forbidden to do anything, even on one’s own premises,
and especially on a public thoroughfare, that may cause any
Jamage to ones neighbor or to the wayfaiter on the publie
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thoroughfare, unless, a thing, that has become a general custom,
and whoever desiies 18 at iberty to do 1t, which 1s equal to be-
ing excused (for so duing) by all the inhabitants ot the city, so
that each one of them 1s privileged to do that certamn thing
whenever he finds 1t necessary

3 —A man 18 forbidden to smite his fellow man, and he who
raises his hand against his nexghbor to smite him, even 1f he did
not strike him 18 called “wicked”, One 15 forbidden to strike,
even hig domestic who does not obey him  As a corrective, the
ancients have establishel a penalty for one who strikes his neigh-
bor, debarring him from paiticipation 1n the public per-
formance of any sacred matter until he repents and regrets his
wicked action, then the Beth-Din can allow him to be counted
1 with the Jewish congregation, but if some one strikes him or
another Israelite, and 1t 18 1mpossible for him to save himself or
his neighbor from the hands of the striker unless by striking
him back then 1t 1s allowable, It 1s also permissable for one to
chastise his small children, with & light stick, even to chastise an
orphan whom he 1s bringing up in his house, in order to lead
him in the upright way, as that 1s for his own benefit

4,—TIt 18 written “Neither shalt thou stand by the blood of
thy neighbor”, Our Sages, of blessed memory, have thence 1n-
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ferred, that when one sees his neighbor 1n distress and 1t lays m
his own power to save him, or he can employ others to save him
1t 18 his duty himself to make strenuous efforts or to employ
others in order to save him, and 1f the latter have wherewith to
refund him his money, he can demand 1t from him, but if he
has not, he should not shirk his duty for that reason, but he
should save him at his own expense

When one overhears the wicked hatching a plot agamnst hig
neighbor or setting a trap for him, 1t 18 ikewise his duty to re
veal 1t to him and to aid him, and to strive together with him
in order to save him from the impending evil, for “he who
preserves one Jewish soul, 18 as 1f he maintained the entire
universe”

5 —One who practices counterfieting, and 1t 18 apprehended
that his nefarious occupation will involve many in danger, 18
adjudged a persecutor, and warned ngainst continuing his prac-
tices, however if he does not heed, 1t 1s permissable to deliver
him over to the government with the declaration that no one
else 18 1mplicated 1n that crime If an individual 18 falsely ac-
cused of being an accomplice with the counterfieter, he may
likewise assert his innocense by saying, “I did not participate
in that erime, he 18 the sole erimipal”

6.—When a woman 18 1n parturition with great travail, and
the doctors have decided that 1t 1s possible to save the mother
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only by kiling the child, by extracting 1t 1n a severed state, the
law 18 this, — if the child did not protrude 1its head, 1t 1s not
called “a human bemng” and 1t 1+ permissable to save the mother
by sacrificing the child, but 1f 1t protrudes its head “one soul
should not be rejected for another”,

LAWS CONCERNING A LOST THING AND THE
FINDING THEREOF ALSO RELATING TO
A THING DELIVERED TO KEEP

1,—1If one hights upon a thing that an Israelite had lost, 1t
1shis duty to concern himself therewith and restore 1t to1ts own-
er, hkewise when he can save his neighbor from the loss of money
1t 18 his duty to do so, as this 18 also 1mphed 1n the law for res-
tormg a lost thing, even if the place where he had found 1t
would lead him to presume that 1ts owner had despaired of ils
recovery, so that he 18 under no legal obligation to returnit, 1%
nevertheless devolves upon him to do more than the law requires
snd return 1t to the owner upon 1dentification of the article,
however if the finder of the lost article be poor and the owner
be rich, the former need not do more than the law requires, but
where one 18 required, by government legislation, to restore
a Jost thung, he 1s obliged to 1estore 1t under all circumstances
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2.—If a man who 18 aged and revered found a thing that
his neighbor had lost and that thing 1s of such a nature that
even were 1t his own he would not concern himself therewith to
take and bring 1t to his house because 1t 18 despicable for hira
to do so, he should, nevertheless, do more than the law re-
quires and concern himself therewith even 1f 1t be beneath his
dignity.

3 — If one finds & “lost thing” where 1t was apparently
placed by 1its owner, although 1t 18 uncertain whether he had
left it there intentionaly or had lost it there, (1t 18 1mmaterial
whether the thing possesses or does not possess pecuhar marks
whereby it may be 1dentified), 1t 18 forbidden for ham to touch
it. There yet remamm many specifications n the laws regarding
one who finds a lost thing one should therefore (in an emergency)
consult the wise

4.—He who consigns money to his neighbor’s care, in thege
times, when the majority of men are engaged in commercial
affairs and money is 1n demand, we must make s proper allow-
ance for this state of affairs, and take 1t for granted that the
consignor tacitly consents to the use of that money by the con-
signee 1n the requirements of his business, the latter is there-
fore allowed thus to useit, and that (money) assumes the charac-
ter of a loan, however 1f the money consigned 1s sealed up, or
tied up with a very peculiar knot, 1t 18 indicative of the con-
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signer’s objections to the use of that money by the consignee,
and the latter 1s not permtted to use 1t,

5 —One to whom & neighbor had consigned an article i
forbidden to make personal use of 1t, even to put 1t to such uses
whereby the article 1s 1n nowise spoiled, he 18 nevertheless as
one who borrows without the owner’s knowledge, and heis
classed as arobber, even 1f 1t 18 well known that the consigner
would not interpose any objection to his use thereof, 1t 18 never-
theless, best to be scrupulous

It 18 the duty of the consignee to guard the article delivered
him to keep 1n the best manner that 1t 1s possible for such an
article to be kept, even 1if the consignee does not usually take
pains 1n guarding his own property he must nevertheless be
particularly vigilant 1n the keeping of property consigned to
his care, and 1t 18 unallowable for him to deliver an article con-
signed to hum 1n the hands of others, even 1if they be proper
personages and of greater integrity than himself, unless the
consigner is used to consigning such property to them,

6 —On returning an article which was consigned to him he
should not return 1t to any of the members of the consigner’s
household without the latter’s knowledge, this law also applies
to the returning of athing that he had borrowed, or to the re_
payment of a debt, however he may return it to s (the con-
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siguers wife, as 1t 13 presumed, by virtue of her being the
manager of the house he (the husband) consigns all he has to
her care

LAWS RELATING TO THE COMMANDMENT «THOU
SHALT NOT MUZZLE”, AND REGARDING
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

1.—It 18 wnitten — “Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he
treadeth out the corn” It 1s said by our Sages, of blessed me-
mory, that ths law apphes to any beast or animal as well as to
an ox, whether they be unclean or clean, whether they be en-
gaged 1n treading out the corn or in any other work of the field
and only in a generic comprehension does the Torah say, “the
ox when he treadeth out the corn”, Includedn this prohibition
is even he who “muzzled the beast by his voice”, thatis, he
shouted at her and she therefore did not eat If the beast can-
not eat through thirstiness, he should give her to drink, If the
beast was at work on a field, the product whereof would, as food,
be injurious to her system, muzzling her 1s permissable, for the
Torah 1nsists on her obtamning only that which she can enjoy,
whereas in this case she would haveno enjoyment

2.—1It 18 forbidden, according to the Torah, to distress any
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living being It 18, on the contrary, one's duty to save a hiving
being from distress, for that reason, one should not tie the feet
of a beast, an animal or & bird, 1n a manner to cause them pamn;

It 18 also forbidden to make a fowl sit on eggs that are not
of her species. If one sees horses dragging a wagon on a rough
road or as they ascend a hill, and theyare in distress, he 18 com-
manded to lend his assistance towards their relef, this 1s re-
quired of him, only, when the animals are 1n unwonted distress,
suffering more than 18 natural for them to bear, however a man
18 permitted to make them toil, in accordance with his require-
ments, 1n go far as thewr nature and habits permut The Torah
has even permitted the slaughtering af animals, as for that were
they created

3. — It 18 forbidden to castrate either a man, a beast, an
animal or a fowl, it is even forbidden to cause aman, or any
other male hiving being, to become barren by making them drink
& MY S Dia (bevorage of ancient times drunk for the purpose
of becomng barren),

LAWS CONCERNING UNLOADING AND LOADING

1 —When one sees his neighbor on the road with his beast
Iying underneath her load, he 18 commanded to help him ramse
the load from her, regardless of whether 1t was a proper or 1m-
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proper load for her to carry, and after he had raised the load
he should not go away, leaving his neighbor in distress, before
he has helped him to replace the load upon her, and if after he
had unloaded and reloaded, 1t fell off again, he 1s obliged to
assist him 1n unloading and reloading, even unto a hundred
ties, and for that reason he must accompany him for the dis-
tance of a german league, as he may perhaps need him, unless
the owner of the load says to him, «I do not need you”,

2 —It 18 1mplied in the commandment of unloading that 1t
shall be done gratuitously, but one 1s not obliged to load other-
wise than for compensation, he should alco be paid for accom-
panying him, these commandments should be fulfilled towards
friend and foe alike and even towards one whom he 1s justified
m hating.

3 —If an accident occured to one of the members of a party
who are traveling together, preventing him for a short time,
from setting forth upon his journey, his companions are not per-
mitfed to separate from him, but if the accident that occured to
hiro 18 of a serious nature and one that will prevent him from
continuing his journey for & long time, they need not, for his
sake, tarry any longer than a reasonable time,
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LAWS RELATING TO THE “COMMANDMENT OF
A BATTLEMENT”, AND OF THE WARNING
“NOT TO DESTROY”

1,—1It 18 a positive commandment for one to make a battle-
ment for his roof, as also for any other place where there 1s a
danger of a person stumbling therefrom with fatal consequences,
The height of the battlement should be no less than ten hand
breadths and 1t should be strongly constructed, 1n order not to
give way when any one leans upon 1t It 1s also one’s duty to
do away with any thing that may prove a stumbling-block, en-
dangering human life, as for instance if a broken ladder stands
1n his house or 1n his coult, or one brings up a vicious dog, 1t
18 hig duty to remove them

2,—The same law that has enjoined man to guard his body
against all harm, has also enjommed him to guard his money
against all loss, one 18 theretore forbidden to tear a garment, or
to destroy food or drink, or to befoul them, he 18 also forbidden
to spoil anything that 18 proper for man’s enjoyment,

THINGS FORBIDDEN BECAUSE THEY ARE INJURIOUS,
PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY

1 —The Sages have forbidden many things inasmuch as
they are a menace to human life, (and he who transgresses their
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mjunctions, saying, “it 1s myself I endanger, of what concern 18
1t to others”, or “O! I am not particular about that”, such aone
forfeits his own Iife), these are as follows One should notdrink
by i)uttlng his mouth under a faucet from which the water 18
running, nor should he drink by imbibing with his mouth the
water from the rivers or ponds, nor should he drink at mght
in the dark lest he swallow something injurious, nor should he
drink lukewarm water out of a metal vessel if the water had not
been boiled and he did not put any tea leaves 1n 1t It 18 how-
ever vermissable to drink it out of an earthen vessel, or 1f 1t had
been bLoiled, or if he had put tea-leaves 1t It 1slikewise for-
bidden to walk in a dangerous place, as for instance near a
bulging wall, or on a broken bridge, nor should one go out
alone at night, or sleep in a house alone, nor should any one
utter any evil prognostication agamnst an Israelite, even to tell
him 1f that one would be alive he would have come here, for
“a covenant 1s made with the hips”, nor should any one “open
his mouth to Satan” by invoking evil upon himself, por should
any one frighten a child by means of an unclean thing, as for
instance to tell him, “a cat or dog will take him”

2 —It 18 forbidden to eat fish with meat, even with the fat
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of fowls 1t 18 forbidden One should not fry meat with fish in
a small oven, unless one of then 18 covered up and if one eats
fish and immediately thereafter meat, or the opposite, he should
eat some bread and drink some beverage, between them, which
shonld serve to wash 1t down and to rinse his mouth therefrdm
It 18 also forbidden for one to partake of food or drink, thatis
lnathsome to a man’s soul or out of foul vessels, nor should one
eat when his hands are unclean, one should also be careful not
to drink of any beverage that stood uncovered. At the time of
the equinox 1t i1s customary to place some iron over all drink
and food, but cooked food, pickled, or preserved in salt do not
need 1t,

3 —One should guard against a person’s perspiration, as
the perspiration of a person 18 hke deadly poison, with the ex-
ception of the perspiration of the face, one should, therefore,
not allow any article of food to come 1n contact with any part
of his body which 18 perspiring nor should one put moneyin
h1s mouth, as particles of perspiration may chng to 1t, besides,
as 1t was circulated through many bhands, 1t may have been
handled by sick people

One should also be eareful not to place any article of food
or drink under a bed, even 1if they are covered

4 —It 18 forbidden to cut down a fruit-tree that bears frut,
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asfor instance, an olive tree that produces a quarter (3p) measure
of olives, and a date-tree that produces a measure of dates, as
1t 18 dangerous fo do 8o, but if the tree adjomns other and more
valuable trees which are wasting away on account of 1ts prox-
1mity, also if he needs the space it takes up, orif 1t 18 more
valuable for 1ts timber than for its fruit, 1t 18 permissable to cut
it down,

One who has bowel troublesisforbidden to make use of the
remedy that 18 recommended by some people, that of placing s
vessel of hot water on his abdomen, as 181t dangerous to do so,
It is also forbidden to cross a stream when the water 1s rising,
if it reaches above his loins, as he 181n danger of the water
sweeping him away. A beast or fowl that were in danger, and
were afterward slaughtercd although 1t was permitted to
slaughter them, still the scrupulous are particular not to eat of
its meat

One should also beware of everything that leads to danger,
as it 18 even more urgent to guard against danger than against
the infringement of a commandment, and the risk of danger 1s
even more to be apprehended than the risk of infringing a com-
mandment,

5.—There is none more wicked than he who commits self-
destruction, for 1f is said, “and surely your blood of your lives
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will I require” as the world was created for the sake of man as
an individual, thus he who destroys one Jewish soul 18 as 1f he
destroyed the entire unmveise, and he who preserves one Jewish
soul 18 a8 1f he maintained the entire universe

LAWS REGARDING CHARITY,

1 —1It is a posmitive commandment to give alms to the poor
for it 18 sa1d — “Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him” —
It 18 also smd  “That thy brother may live with thee”, further-
more he who 18 blind to the supplication of the poor and grants
him not relief, transgresses a negative commandment, for it 1s
sald “Thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand
frow thy poor brother”,

One must exercigse the utmost care not toinfringe that law,
a8 by its violation he may possibly be gmlty of blood-shed 1n
causing the death of the poor supplicant by not granting him
immediate relief (such a mishap is strikingly illustrated in the
story of Nachum Ish Gam-Zu)

One should also consider that fortune’s wheel 18 ever re-
volving, and that the man (who hardens his heart to the poor)
will eventualy have the same measure meted out unto himseif,
his son or hig grand-son. And thus says Maimomides in the
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tenth chapter of “The laws regarding Donations to the poor” —
“It 15 our duty to exercise more care in the observance of the
commandment of charity, than in the observance of any other
positive commandment, for charity i1s the trait whereby the
righteous are recognized as being of the seed of our father
Abraham of whom 1t 1s sa1d

‘For I know him that he will command his children to do
charity (see Gresenius’ interpretation of 11p1%) It 1t only through
the exercise of charity that the Seaf of Lirael will be established
and the true religiton mantained, for 1t s said, “through charity
shalt thou be established” Yea! Israel will be redeemed only
through charity ! for it 1s said “Zion shall be redeemed with
judgment and they who refurn unto her (See Commentary of 0¥ad0
5% Malbim on Isaiah ch, 1) through charity”

2 — No oune will ever become impoverished by exercising
chanty, nor will any evil or damage result from 1ts practice for
it 18 sa1d “and the work of charity shall be peace”, To the merci-
ful mercy 1s shown, for 1t 1s ga1d “And show thee mercy and have
compassion upon thee and multiply thee”,

If one 18 cruel and merciless 1t 18 to be apprehended that
his lineage 18 non-jewish, as cruelty 1s not characteristic of the
Jewish race

As all Israel and those who are joined unto them are like
brothers, for 1t 1s sa1d, “Ye are children of the Lord your God”
and if a brother should not compassionate a brother, who shall
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compassionate him? to whom then do the poor of Israel lift up
their eyes? — to their brethren alone, are their eyes upraised!

3.—He who 18 blind to the appeals of charity 1s called Belial
as of him 18 1t said, “Beware that there be not a thought in thy
wicked heart” (literally, thy heart of a Behal), he 1s also called
“wicked”, for 1t 18 sa1d, “but the tender mercies of the wicked
are cruel”, he 18 also called “sinner”, for it 1s said, “and he cry
unto the Lord against thee and it be sin unto thee,” for the
Holy One, blessed be He, 18 near unto the crying of the poor, as
1t 18 sa1d, “Thou hearest the crying of the poor”, therefore should
one beware lest they cry against him unto the Lord who hath
made & covenant with them, as 1t 18 sa1d “And 1t shall come to
paes, when he crieth unto me, that I will hear ; for I am
gracious”! -

4 —He who gives alms to the poor with a gloomy counte-
nance and lowering looks, even  f the gift be a thousand pieces
of gold, there 18 no mernt in it, for he has marred it by his
manner of giving, but one should give with a cheerful count-
enance and a joyful feeling, he should also condole with him 1n
his distress, for it 18 said, “Did not I weep for him that wasin
trouble? was not my soul grieved for the poor ?” he should also
speak to him gracious words of consolation, for it is said, “And
I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy”

5,—If the poor beg of you and you have nothing to give
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them, then concihate them with words,. It s forbidden to up-
braid-the poor or to raise an angry voice against them, for their
hearts are broken and contrite, and 1t 18 said “a broken
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despige” 1t 1s alsosard
“to revive the heart of the contrite ones”, 1t 1s therefore woe un-
to him who has put the poor to shame, 1t 18 1ndeed woe to him !
One should be as a father unto them, in tender mercy, both mn
deed and 1 word”, for 1t 18 sa1d ‘I was a father to the poor”,

6.—He who urges others to contribute towards charity and
causes them to practice 1t, earns a greater reward than he who
gives, for 1t 18 sa1d “And the work of charity shall be peace”.
Of the almoners, and others hike them, 1t 1s sa1d, “And they that
turn many to righteousness (shall shine) as the stars”

7. — There are eight degrees in the excercise of charity,
one higher than the other The lghest degree and one that
cannot be excelled is attained by him who comes to the rehef
of an Israelite who waxed poor, and by making bim a gift or
8 loan or by entering into partnership with him, or by furnish-
ing him with employment, he relieves him from his indigence,
80 that he 18 not compelled to require support from the commu-
nity. Of him was it said “then thon shalt relieve him; yes,
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though he be & stranger, or a sojourner that he may live with
thee”, —that 1s,— “help him along so that he fall not into
pauperism”,

8 —A lesser degree than the former 1s attained by him who
gives alms to the poor without knowing who 1s the recipient
thereof, the 1dentity of the donor being likewise unknown to the
poor, as this 18 truly, a “commandment performed for its own
sake” (for such a purpose was the private ante-room 1n the Holy
Temple where the righteous were wont to, privately make con-
tributions towards the support of the poor of gentle buirth,
whose 1dentity thus remained concealed) Similar to him 1s he
who deposits his donation 1n a contribution box, — However no
man should place his donation in & contribution box unless he
knows that the man 1n charge thereof 1s trustworthy and wise,
one who like Rabby Chananyeh Ben Tradyon understands the
proper dispensation of chanty

9 —A lesser degree 18 attained by him who knows to whom
he gives but his 1dentity 1s hidden from the poor, such was the
practice of the great Sages who were wont to go secretly and
throw the money within the doors of the poor,—this 1s a proper
mode of prooedure and 1t 18 & good measure to adoptin case the
officials of the charity do not act in a proper manner

10,—A lesser degree 18 attained when the poor knows from
whom he receives although his identity s unknown to the giver
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such was the practice of the great Sages who had the money
tied up in the gowns which hung over their shoulders in such
a manner that the poor could come and take the alms without
being put to the blush,

11 —A lesser degree 18 attained by him who places the mo-
ney 1n the poor man’s hand before the latter solicits him

12 —A lesser degree 18 attained when one gives alms after
he was solicited

13.-—A lesser degree 1s attained by one who gives less than
he ought but with a cheerful countenance

14 —The lowest degree in alms-giving 1s to give with a
gloomy countenance

15 —The greatest of our Sages were wont to give a nbYIB
(a small coin) to the poor before each prayer, after which they
would pray (thus they fulfilied) what 1s said, “As for me, I will
behold thy face with charity”

16 —He who provides for his grown sons and daughters,
whom he 18 not actually obliged to support, but he does so1n
order to teach the sons the Torah, and to lead the daughters in
an upright way that they come not to shame, also he who main-
taing his father and mother, —behold |-~ they are counted
amongst the charifable Yea! great deeds of charity do they
thus perform as the nearest of kin are entitled to precedencs,
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and he who gives the poor and the orphans to eat and to drink
at his fable, behold “he calls unto the Lord, and He answers
him”, for it is said, “Thou shalt then call and the Lord shall
answer”

17.—The Sages have commanded us that the members of
one’s household shall be the poor and the orphansin the place
of servants, ag 1t 18 best to make use of these so that the children
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob should benefit thereby, and if the
poor be the members of a man’s household he 1s continually
adding to his merntorious deeds, and to his fulfillment of the
commandments,

18.—A man should ever pinch himself and suffer hardships
yot not solicit the support of the community, and thus did our
Sages cummand, “Make thy Sabbath as a week day (not to spend
any more for that day) and do not require the aid of the com-
munity, and even if he was an honored Sage and he became
poor he should engage in some occupation, even i & menial
one, rather than to require the support of the community. It 18
best for him to flay a dead animal rather than to say to the
people, “I am a great Sage, I am a priest, therefore support
me” and thus have the Sages commanded.

Some of the greatest of the Sages were wood-choppers and
heam carriers, they also were engaged in drawing water for gar-
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dens, they were even working with iron and coal and did not
soheit the community to support them, nor did they take any-
thing when offered to them.

19 —One who does not require to take alms, yet deceives
the people and takes, does not die from old age until he actually
requires the aid of the community and he 1s included with those
of whom 1t is sa1d, “Cursed be the man that trusteth 1n man”,—
One who needs to take alms and cannot exist unless he does
take, as for instance, an old man or asick man, or & man of
suffering but he does not take through pride, behold! he sheds
blood and forfeits his own life, and he has nothing for his pains
excepting sins and tresspasses. But, he who needs to take, yet
suffers distress, and constrains himself to live a life of hardship
in order that he shall not become a public charge, he does not
die of old age until he will support others from his own means,
and of him and such as he, is it said, “Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the Lord”

(Quoted from the mrany (Malmonides) ‘‘Donations to the Poor”-—
10th chapter)

20 —It is obligatory upon every man to contribute to chari.
ty, to the utmost extent of his ability , Even a poor man, who,
having « little money of his own, is yet permitted to derive his
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support from the contributions of charity, as what he has 18 not
sufficient to serve him as cipifal to 1nvest 1n business, and main-
tain himself on the profits, nevertheless, as he has something to
live upon, he 1s obliged to give charity from that which 1s given
to him, even 1f 1t is only & very little that he can give, yet should
he not withold 1t, for the contribution of his mite 18 as precious
a8 the munificeat donation of the rich,

21, —How much shall a man contribute to charity ? the first
year the tithe of his capital, thenceforward the tithe of his
annual profits clear of his household expense, this, however, 1s
but the neutral character of charity, but the most approved
manner of fulfilling this commandment 1s to give & fifth of the
capital the first year, and a fifth of the annual profits, yearly
thereafter, One shall not lavish any more than » fifth, 1n order
that he may not eventually requre the support of the communi-
ty,— this, however, 18 only applicable during a man’s hfe time,
but at the time of one’s death, he can give even to & third of his
fortune for charity.

One shall not apply the tithe-money to the fulfillment of
any (other) commandment, it 1s to be donated solely to the poor;
however, when 1t happens that one has to fulfill a commandment,
that 18, to become a N3 53 (one who enters a son 1n the cove-
nant of Abraham), or to dower a groom and bride who are poor,
and thus enable them to enter into wedlock, or, commandments
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of a simular nature, also to purchase (sacied) books wheremn to
learn and to lend them to others to learn therein If he could
not afford to spend his own money and, consequently, would not
have fulfilled any of the aforementioned commandments, he may
fulfill them with the tithe money One who buys (sacred) books
with the money set aside for tithes, should be careful to lend
them to others, but when he needs them for his own use, he
takes precedence, he should also write on them that they were
bought with the tithe-money, so that his children, after him.
shall not take possession of them

22 —How much shall be given to a poor man ? — Sufficient
to supply his needs, this, however, applies only to a poor man
who 18 a private recipient of charity, in his case the towns-men
are obliged (to make an exception) and supply all his wants,
even to maintain him 1n the manner that he was accustomed fo
live before he became poor, but to the poor who goes begging
from door to door, a small donation 18 given, 1n proportion to
one’s means, howbeit, the least that 18 to be given him 1n each
town, 18 bread sufficient for two meals and a place where to
lodge The poor of other nations shall be fed and clothed
equally with the poor of Israel

23 —He who wishes to become meritorious shall suppress
his enl passions and open wide lus hand, and see that every
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thing that he does for the sake of heaven shall be of the choicest
and best, thus if he builds a house of prayer he shall make 1t
1aore beautiful than his own residence, when he feeds the poor
he shall feed them with the best and most delicious viands of
his table; when he clothes the naked, he shall clothe him with
the best Of his raiment, when he consecrates a thing, he shall
consecrate of the choicest in his possession, and thus says the
Torah “Al} the fat is the Lord’s”

24 —The maintenance of one’s self 18 paramount to that of
any one else, One 1s, therefure, not requred to give alms be-
fore he can maintain himself after which he shall give to others,
The following 18 the order of vrecedence His father and mother,
his children, his brother from the father’s stde his brother from
the mother’s side, other relations, his neighbors, the poor of his
oity, the poor of another city Especial care should be taken
1n the treatment of a Disciple of the Sages who 1s poor, one
should give him in a manner consonant with his dignity, and 1f
he does not desire to accept charity, some merchandise should
be obtained for him, and 1f he knows how to conduct a business
money should be loaned to him, wherewith to do business, And
thus said our Rabbins, of blessed memory, “He who supplies a
Dasciple of the Sages with merchandise whereby he may profit,
ments to st in the “Celestial Synod”, they also said “the good
predictions of all the Prophets will be fullfilled only for the
sake of him, who establishes a Disciple of the Sages 1n business,



wp ORI Y
apy A
N3 e nend xeppid newd XOR AR XS DweIan b o
27 S pn oS pomp Sxer paR ava Man3 aan npry menb
13 4md ra exd nomp newy .ot moabn ,ayn Saxnd atpnd
np¥a 73 &S or w3b 2vnw vy mpad
,p735 350 Sy mn i 9o°eb ovmn Shan wn vn mpvn A
ARRA 533 2 AR DR e omapd mand A apTeb 3o MR
RYDW Ip 0O wEn  ab DWsp oMy pR OXY T mend b o
PAT TP AP IR KRB PO DOMIY IPTE 330733 M) DRY DMWY
AP MY R ORBAY YWD RS OR T AP 3P N0 AR IR
ap 9w R 0e5 ApTY IOD IR mRe wr aber e ’OR nymn

and who gives his daughter 1n marrnage to a Diseiple of the
Sages”,

The wife of a Sage should be assisted equally with the
Sage himself. The inhabitants of the Land of Israel (Palestine)
should be assisted preferably to the inhabitants of any other
land It 1s one’s duty first to feed the hungry then to clothe
the naked

A woman should be assisted before a man both to provide
food for her as well as to supply her with rairent One who 10
ndebted to people should not exceed 1n giving for chanty

25 —A proffer to give charity 18 in the nature of a vow, —
thus, 1f one declares, “this y50 (a con) 18 fo be for charity” he 18
obliged to donate 1t at once, and 1f 1t 18 possible for him to do so
and he delays 1t, he transgresses the negative commandment —
«Thou shalt not delay” However if the poor are not present,
he should lay that money aside until he finds & poor person (to
whom to give 1t), When one makes a chanitable offering at the
Synagogue, where the money 1s to be given to the Almoner, —
he does not transgress the commandment until the Almoner had
asked for it, 1t 18 then that his non-comphance with his request
makes ham transgress that commandment, unless he knows that
the Almoner does not yet need the money for charitable dis-
~ pensation, but that he would only have 1t 1n his possesion. One
who declares, <I will give this Y0 as charnty for this poor may”
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(meaning a certain poor individual) does not transgress that
commandment until that poo1 man will come (and he will not
give). One may puat aside a certain sum of money for chanty
which should lay 1n his care, and he can make a gradual dis-
tribution thereof when he sees fit

26 —One who consecrates anything for charity 18 permitted
to mscribe his name thereon, 1n order that he may perpetuate
his memory, this 18 & proper thing to do

LAWS REGARDING A VOW AND AN OATH

1, — One should not become accustomed to making vows,
and 1t 18 better for one who has made a vow to consult the wise
regarding 1t, and have them absolve him therefrom, rather than
to have 1t remain 1n force and to fulfili 1t This apphes to ords-
nary vows, but vows of consecration one 18 commanded to keep,
for 1t 18 said I will pay my vows unto the Lord” One should
therefore, not consult the wise regarding them, except 1n a cage
of necessity, One should hkewise keep aloof from the taking
of an oath, but 1f one had transgressed and did take an oath, he
should not consult the wise regarding 1ts absolution as he 18
oblhiged to fulfill it, even 1f 1t causes him distress One shou'd
not consult the wise regarding the absoluticn of an oath except
1n a cage of necessity.
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2 —1It 18 not good to vow, even for chanty, but if one desires
to donate something, and he has 1t 1n his possession, he should
forthwith, donate 1t, and if he has 1t not, he should wait until
he geta 1t and donate 1t, without making a vow Ifa callis
made for charitable contributions and one 18 obliged to contri-
bute 1n common with the others, he should, when offering, ex-
pressly stipulate, that he 18 not making a vow At the memorial
service for the dead, where 1t 18 usual to make charitable offer-
mgs, one should say, “I am not making any vow”. When one
18 1n & time of distress he 18 permmtted to make a vow

3.~—1If one resolves to fulfill a certain commandment and he
is apprehensive that he will, afterwards, relax in his exertions
therein, or if he be fearful lest, inrited by the longings of passion
he will transgress one of the commandments of the Lord (and
commit any of these things) which are forbidden to be done,
he is permitted to fortify his soul by making a vow or taking an
oath Tikewise, when one resolves to adopt a good habit or to
reform his morals, he 18 permitted to fortify his soul by making
& vow or taking an oath, even if, when making a resolution, one
merely made a simple declaration not in the formula of a vow,
or an oath, 1t 18 yet & vow, aad he 15 obliged to keep 1t, One
should therefore take care, when he resolves to do a good deed,
or to adopt a certain good practice, to say that he does so with-
out making & vow.
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If one had accustomed himself to a very strict observance
of certain practices from which he 15, by law, exempt, but which
he has voluntamly assumed that they should serve him s a
barrier to indulgence and as & fence to abstinence, as for in-
stance, fasting during the Ten days of Pemtence, or abstaimng
from meat and wine, during the three weeks from the 17th day
of Tamuz to the Ninth of Ab, and practices similar to these,
even 1if he thus conducted himself but once, but had it in his
mnd to make a practice thereof, or 1f he had thus conducted him-
self three times, although he did not resolve to make a practice
thercof, if he had failed to stipulate that he 1s doing so without
makmg a vow, and he desires to change his custom, owing to
his 1ll-health, he requires absolution of hig vow, and he should
make the opening remark (to those who will absolve bim) by
declaring that he regrets that he did not stipulate to do those
things without making a vow, therefore one who desires to
adopt a very strict observance of some law, that should serve
him a8 a “barrer and fence”, he should first say that he does
not assume 1t by a vow, he should say, furthermore, that it 18
only for this time or for any other time wheun he will desire thus
to act and that he has no intention of making a regular practice
thereof

4.—One should not say, “What if I do make a vow? I will,
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whenever I please, get three men to absolve me”, for he never-
theless mcurs Divine punishment for having made a vow and
not having keptit. The most celebrated Rabbins of modern
times were wont to make the vower pay a forfeit before they
would release him from his vow,

If one had vowed, but instead of keeping his vow, he vio-
lated 1t, he should consult the wise.

6 —What 18 an oath ? — If one says, “I take an oath that I
will do, or, will not do, this thing”, 1t 18 an oath, even if he did
not pronounce the Name of God or any of His attributes, It1s
likewise an oath if one pronounced the Name (as for instance
those who say “by God”) even if he did not mention the word
oath If one says “May I become accursed with the curse of an
mO% or w if I will not do this thing”, 1t 1s an ooth, for
MOK or MW are expressve of an oath In this regard it makes
no difference in what language these expressions are uttered.

6. — The striking of hands 1s the equivalent of taking an
oath, there are some who consider 1t even more binding than an
oath, and declare that the granting of a release does not avail
it, all this, however, applies only to s striking of hands 1n place
of taking an oath, but 1f 1t 18 only the usual hand-shaking of
merchants when chinching a bargsin, 1t 18 not comprised
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in the laws concerning oaths One who raises his hand and
says, “I strike my hand to heaven, or to my Rock” 1t 18 the equi-
valent of striking the hands

7 —An oath 18 equally binding when taken by one’s self or
when one 1s adjured by another, even by a gentile or a minor,
as tor instance, when one says anto hum, “I adjure thee to do,
or, not to do, this thing’ and he responds “Amen” or “Yes”, or,
“I agree to 1t”, or by any other expression denotes the accept-
ance of his adjuration, 1t1s as if he had himself taken an oath

8, — One who makes a vow or takes an oath ina dream
should be absolved thereof, preferably, by a body of ten men
who are versed in the Zorah, however if 1t 18 not an easy matter
for him to get together ten hiterate men, he may, as in the case
of ordinary vows, have three absolve him thereof

9 — How are vows or oaths to be absolved ® The one who
had mnade the vow, or had taken the oath, 1s to go to three men
who are versed 1n the Zvrah, and of them (at least) one 18 to be
proficient 1n the laws concerning vows, :n order that he shall
know for what manner of a vow a release may be granted, and
for what vow a release may not be gianted, and 1n what manner
the release shall be granted, these three release him,

It 18 obligatory upon the one who made the vow or took the
sath to appear personslly before the Releasers. It does not
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avail him to be represented by proxy or to send 1n a communi-
cation expressing his regret (of the vow or oath) If the Re-
leasers do not understand his language, mmasmuch as he stands
1n their presence, they may hear him through an mmterpreter.

10 —One can only avail himself of the release of a vow or
an oath relating to himself, but there 18 no release available for
one who had adjured his fellow-man or had been adjured by
others

11,—When two had made a bet regarding a certain thing,
each one maintaining a different opinion, and they had clinched
the bet by striking hands to the effect that the winner shall
receive a stipulated amount of money from the loser, the one
who loses 18 exempted from payment, as it partakes of the
nature of erroneous vows,

12 —A vow 18 not effective nnless the lips and heart (of the
vower) are 1n harmony, but 1f one made an erronecus vow, that
is, he uttered with his lips & vow that he had no intention of
making, or he internally made a vow but did not utter 1t with
his lips, 1t 18 not accounted a vow.

13.—As to what constitutes the validity of a vow or of an
oath, a son who had reached the age of twelve years and one
day and a daughter of eleven years and one day and who further-
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more understood, in whose Name they made the vow or took
the oath, their vows and ovaths are vahid, however, if they did
not yet arrive at the ages aformentioned, even if they under-
stood 1n whose Name they made the vow or took the oath, their
vows are of no account They should, nevertheless, be repri-
manded, and taught not to accustom themselves to the making
- of vows and taking of oaths, But if the vow 18 of a trivial nature,
not entaihing (by 1ts fulfillment) any physical suffering, they
should be ordered to keep 1t

14.—The father may make void the vows of his daughter
until she arrives at the age of twelve years and six months, and
the husband may make void the vows of his wifs, but owing to
the fact that there are numerous details in the laws relating to
the power of a father or a husband to make vows void, they
should therefore not make any void, unless they previously con-
sult the wise,

LAWSE CONCERNING THE HONOR DUE
TO PARENTS

1.—Tt is written, “Honor (723) thy father and thy mother”,
it is nlso written ‘«Honor (733) the Lord with thy substance”
It 1s written, “Ye shall fear (W1'N) every man his mother and
his father”, 1t 1s als» written, “Thou shalt fear {(xn) the Lord
thy God”, thus we gee that in the same manner that He did
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command us to honor His great Name and to fear Him, did He
also command us to honor and fear our parents. A man hag
three associate authors of his being The Holy One, blessed be
He, his father and his mother, hence, when a man honors his
father and his mother, the Holy One, blessed be He, says,—
«I regard them as if T dwelt amoungst them and the honored

»

me

2,—What 18 the fear of parents ? One should not stand in
the place appointed for his father in accordance with his dignity,
nor m the place appomted him to pray, nor should one st in
the place designed as his father’s seat at his house, nor should
he contradict him, neither should he corroborate his words in
his presence by saying, “It 18 obvious that father is right”.

To what degree shall parents be feared? If the son was
dressed 1n msgnificient robes and presided over an asgemblage
and his parents came and rent his garments, and struck him
over the head, and spat in his face, he should not insult them
nor even feel grieved in their pregence, nor manifest any anger
towards them, he should reman silent and fear the King who
18 King of Kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, who had thug «
decreed, he may, however, seek legal redress for the damage
they nave cansed him.
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8 — What 1s the honor due to parents? They should be
provided with meat and drink, with clothes and covering, he
should bring in for them and take out for them whatever 18
requisite, and he should give them with a cheerful countenance,
for even 1f one should feed them on the fat of the land btut show
them an angry visage, he thereby incurs Divine punishment.

If his father or mother should be asleep he should not
awaken them even 1if their sleeping causes him to forego the gain-
ing of much profit but1f the father would profit by being awaken-
ed, and if he should not be awakened he would be grieved for
the loss of the profit, the son 18 commanded to awaken him as
that will make hum happy, he 1s also commanded to awaken his
father to summon him to go to the synagogue (at time of prayer)
or for the performance of any other commandment, as all are
equally 1n duty bound fo honor the Omnipresent

4 —IXf the son was in need of something that his townsmen
could do for him, and he is aware that they would gratify his
desire for his father’s suke, he should not say, “Do this for my
sako” even though he knows that they would do it for his sake

" as well, he should rather say, “Do 1t for the sake of my father”,
i order that i1t shall redound to his father’s honor, If his
mother told him to do a certamn thing and he did it, and his
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father subsequently asked him, <“Who told you to do tms?” If
he perceives that by telling him that his mother told him to do
so his father’s anger would be aroused against bis mother, be
should not tell him, even 1if he himself thereby 1ncurs his father’s
anger

5,—1It 18 obligatory upon a son to swand, at his full height,
in the presence of his father and his mother 1f they are virtuous,
and even 1f they be wicked and sinful 1t 18 yet proper for him
to honor and to fear them, not to speak of not causing them
distress, which 1s positively foibidden If he saw his father
transgressing any of the commandmeuts of the Zbrah, he should
not say unto him, “Father, thou hast transgressed the command-
ment of the Zorah”, he should rather say, “Father, 1s1t not
written thus in the Zorah*” as if asking information, and not as
1f he admonishes him, the father can thus take the hint without
being put to shame

Whoever puts his father or mother to shame, even if only
by words, even if only by a wink, 18 comprised amongst those
whom the Ommnipotent has cursed, for it 1s said, “Cursed be he
that setteth light by his father or by his mother”

6.—1If one’s father or mother was pierced by a thorn, he
should not extract 1t lest he brmse them Iakewise if the son
18 & physician he should not cut any member of thexr bady even
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for the purpose of curing them, this 18 applicable only when
there 18 some one else who 18 able to do 1t, but if there are no
others able to do 1t, and his parents are suffering, then he should
do according to the exigencies of their cases If one’s father or
mother became mentally unsound, he should endeavor to treat
them according to their understanding, until the Lord will take
compassion, however 1if their mental derangement 1s such that
it 18 1mpossible for him to manage them, he should leave them
to the care of others whom he shall bid to treat them properly,

7 — To honor one’s parents 13 the duty of both man and
woman, with this exception, a married woman who by virtue of
her marriage 18 her husband’s subordinate, 18 exempted from
(the maferial fulfillment of the duties 1nvolved m the command-
ment of) honoring parents, Yet 1t 18 tncumbent upon her to do
all she can towards fulfilling that commandment if she does not
thereby incur her husband’s resentment,

8 — One 18 forbidden “to place a heavy yoke upon his
children” (to exert a too rigorous authority) and to be too ex-
acting with them 1n matters pertamning to his honor, lest he
thereby cause theia to stumble he should rather overlook (their
short-comings in that respect) and pardon them for it, as a
father has the power of condoning his child’s breach of obliga-
tion to honor him, One is forbidden to chastise his son when
he has reasons to apprehend that the latter will defend bimself
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by affronting him either in speech or action, he should then,
confine himself to rebuking him in words, he, also, who bests
his grown son transgresses the commandment, “nor put &
stumbhing-block before the blind”

9 —I4t 18 also mmcumbent upon a man to honor the following
persons* his grand-father, his elder brother whether from his
father’s or mother’s side, his father-in-law, his mother-in law,
his step mother during his father’s life time, his step-father
during his mother’s hfe time. It 18 highly proper to honor
those who are his parents by marriage only, even after the death
of his own parents.

10 —~ It 18 oue’s duty to honor his parents also after their
decease, thus if he makes mention of them, either in speech or
in writing, he should say or write “I do atone for him (or for
her) that he (or she) may rest in peace”, and if he mentiens
them after the first year, he should say or write, “his (or her)
memory for a blessing, for the hfe of the world to come”. He
who fruly desires to honor his father or mother, should ocoupy
himeelf in the study of the Torah and in acts of benevolence,
this being a great honor to his parents of whom people will say
“Happy the parents who brought up such a son”, but 1f the son
goes not in the way of the upright, his parents bear the reproach
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for his ev1l ways and he disgraces them in the most infamous
manner

A compassionate father 18 he who goes 1n a good and up-
right way for his children learn from him and through him
they also are honored, but the offspring of him who perverts
uprightness and chooses evil will take after him and will also
choose evil and will die for the sins of their fathers, as 1t 18
written “visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children”
there 18 no cruelty more atrocious than this, for he causes the
destruction of his offspring and descendants On the other
hand there 18 none with greater compassion for his children,
than the rmghteous, for the merit (of his righteousness) is pre-
served unto (his descendants) for a thousand generations.

11.—One should not hearken unto his father when he bids
him to transgress a commandment of the Torah, whether 1t be
8 positive or a negative commandment, or a commandment of
the Rabbins Thus, 1f his father tells him that he should neither
speak to, nor forgive a certain person to whom the son wishes
to become reconciled, he should not mind him, as 1t 18 forbidden
to hate an Israelite, unless when he sees him transgressmg a
sommandment, or one who 18 notoriously wicked, in which case
it is forbidden to associate with him, ILikewise, 1f the son
desires to go and study the Zorah, or to take a wafe, and hus
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father or mother interpcse objections thereto without giving
good and sufﬁclent reasons for same, then the son 18 not 1n duty
bound to obey them

12 —A convert to Judaism 1s forbidden either to curse his
non-Jewish father or to t1eat him with contempt, on the contra-
ry, he should treat him with some degree of respect

LAWS CONCERNING THE HONOR DUE TO ONE'S
TEACHER, TO THE AGED, TO A DISCIFLE
OF THE SAGES AND TO A jn> (PRIEST).

1.—Tt 18 written, “Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head
and honor the face of the old man” This has been expounded
by our Sages, of blessed memory, as implying that one 1s com-
manded to rige up before a Disciple of the Sages who has made
the Torah his special study, even if he 18 not old in years, nor
his teacher, also as implymng that one 1s commanded to rise up
before the hoary head, meaning, before a septuagenarian, even
if he be an 1gnoramous as long ashe 18 not wicked One should
honor an old man evea 1f he be of another nation, by addressing
him 1n courteous terms and by giving him & hand for his sup-
port.

2.—The honor and reverence due to one’s teacher is more °
obligatory than that due to one’s father.
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It 18 very imquitous of one to show contempt for, or hatred
towards the Disciples of the Sages Itisforbidden to make servile
use of a student of Jewish Jurisprudence All of the above 18 ap-
plicable only to a Disciple of the Sages who pursues the course
of the Torah and the fear of God, but if he makes light of the
commandments he 18 no more entitled to honor than the lowest
fellow 1n the commumity,

3.—If three go together on their way and one of them 18 &
Rabbi, he should walk in the centre whilst the two shoald each
fall back and walk on each side of him, the elder (or the perso-
nage of greater importance) at his right, and the younger (or
the less important person) at his left

4 —Tt 18 one of the positive commandments of the Zorah to
give a 15 (Priest) the prerogative of being the first called to the
reading of the Tbrah, aleo to be the principal speaker and to
make the first address at every public gathering, At & feast he
should also be the first to say the blessing over the bread and
to say grace after the meal In the absence of a Priest a Levite
should have the precedence over an Israelite in all of the fore-
gomg.

5.—1It 18 forbidden to make servile use of a Priest, 1t is per-
mitted, however, if he does not stand on his dignity, and the
latter may, at any rate, bestow honor upon an Israehte, by
giving him the precedence in all things mentioned above.
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. LAWS CONCERNING THE TRAINING OF OHILDREN
AND THE METHODS OF TEACHING THEM

1 —1TIt 18 the father’s duty to train up his young children in
the fulfillment of all the commandments, both of the Torak and
of the Rabbing He should inculeate each commandment n a
manner consistent with the intelligence of his son or daughter
It 18 also :mncumbent upon him to guard them against the com-
misgsion of things forbidden, and he should take special care to
see that they tell no lies, and to teach their tongues to speak
the truth, also to keep them aloof from oaths and curses, these
things are obligatory upon the father and the teacher,

2.—Traming (in the fulfillment of the positive command-
ments) should begin when the child 18 sufficiently intelligent to
comprehend (what he 1s told to do), thus, if he knows aught of
what the Sabbath signifies, 1t becomes his duty to hear Kiddush
(the Sanctification at the inauguration of the Sabbsth) and
Habdaloh (the blessing for the “Distinction” between the sacred
Sabbath and the profane week-days, upon the conclusion of the
Sabbath) and thus it 18 with all the (positive) commandments.
The traming against the violation of the negative commandments
sbould also begin when the child possesses sufficient intelligence
to understand when he is told “ths we are forbidden to do”, or
“this we are forbidden to eat”, it is then that it becomes the
duty of the father to train him to avoid that which 18 forbidden.
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Even one who 1s not the child’s father 1s forbidden to give 1t to
eat that which 1s forbidden or to bid him to do anything that 18
forbidden, even if 1t 18 only forbidden through a Rabbinical in-
junction, however, if the child 1s slightly ailing and 1t 1s neces-
sary for him to partake of forbidden food, he may be fed through
a gentile with food. the eating whereof 1s forbidden only accord-
mg to the Rabbins

3 — That which 1s not forbidden to be done for its own ac-
count, but 1s forbidden only on account of the (Sanctity of the)
day 18 not comprised in the commandments in which a child
should be trained, 1t 1s, therefore, permissable to give a child to
eat before the Kuddush has been said, although 1t 18 obligatory
upon the father to train him te hear XKiddush, he 1s, however,
forbidden to give him to eat outside of the Succah, as1t 1s only
1n the matter of eating before kiddush, which partakes of the
nature of & negative commandment, (1t being forbidden to eat
before kiddush) that the law has relaxed (However the child
must not transgress a positive commandment and eating in the
Succah 18 of such a nature) he 1s therefore forbidden to give him
to eatout side of the Succah.

4 — It 18 forbidden to give a child, even 1f he 18 less than
nine years of age, anything to bring out on the Sabbath, even 1f
he needs 1t for the purpose of fulfiling a commandment, such as
a Chumesh (one of the five books of Moses) or a Sidur (prayer-
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book) or a Talith (a garment containing the fringes of the com-
mandment)
5.—One should not terrify a child by threats of future chas-

tisement, but if he saw him misbehave, he should either admin-
18ter a gentle chastisement or else remsain silent, he should not
frighten him. If one recollects having committed a theft in his
childhood and the stolen article i1s still 1n evidence, he 18
obliged to make restitution thereof, however, if 1t 18 no longer
in evidence, he 18 by human law, exempt from repayment, but 1t
18 hig duty, according to Divine law, to repay it when he has
grown up Inkewise 1f he 1ecalls a transgression of which he
was guilty when a child of discernment, 1t 1s proper tbat he take
upon himself to do a certain thing as penance therefor, as an
atonement for his error

6 —When a woman who nurses a child 13 obliged to partake
of forbidden food as a remedy, 1t 1s best that she should not
nurse the child at that time, for this reason 1s 1t also forbidden
todeliver a Jewish child over to the care of a nurse who eats
forbidden food

7.—1It 15 a father’s duty to teach his son the Torah, thig com-
mandment makes 1t also obligatory upon him to teach his grand-
son as well, therefore, 1mmedistely his child begins to talk he
should teach him to repesat the verses fz® 1b m¥ 77N etc and
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DRWM 3o he should also tram him to accompany him to the
Synagogue and there to stand with awe and reverence, also to
respond 137 DY KR BN, 1373 and NP (he should however be
exceedingly careful to ascertamn 1f the child 1s clean when
he 18 taking him to the Synagogue, or when he teaches him) he
should also teach him a hittle, a few verses or so, until the child
will be able to attend school, at which time, he should employ
an efficient teacher for him, that 18, one possessing a knowledge
of the grammar of the Holy Language (Hebrew) and of 1ts
proper syllabication, and understanding the translation thereof
1 the vernacular language of the country wherein he resides,
he should, furthermore, take great pains to choose as the teacher
a God-fearing and moral man, one who can serve as & pattern
for the child, 1n the fear of heaven and in the moral excellence
to which 1t shall grow accustomed from its very childhood, Tt
18 well that he shall carefully inculeate mn the child’s mind, the
fundamental principles of the Torah, and of ethics, as set forth
at the beginning of this volume Assoon as the child hag ad-
vanced to the study of scriptures, it 18 customary to begin teach.
ing him therein, from the firat section of ¥3p" (Leviticus)

8 — The teacher 18 forbidden to teach neghgently, or to
abandon the children to themselves and go out, or to be occu-
pied mn aay other work while teaching them, and one who is
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gmlty of such conduct 18 comprised amonzst those of whom it
18 sa1d, “Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord deceit-
fully”, nor should he cause the children to cease their studies
for any reason whatsoever with the exception of a Sabbath eve,
or on the eve of a holiday, at the close of the day,

However, on the Sabbath-day, he should not set them a
hard task by teaching them something new that they had uof
yet learned It 1s moreover the duty of the teacher to be care-
ful not to be awake of mights at an unduly late hour, nor to
volunteer to fast (on any other than the prescribed fast-days)
neither should he be ton abstemious 1n his food, nor eat or drink
to excess as all of these practices unfit him to teach properly,
consequently, he who deviates from these instructions, forfeits
his right to instruct and should be dismissed

9 —1It 18 forbidden to rob a child of anything he had found,
and more especially, of anything he had obtained as a gift.

CONDITIONS TO BE OBSERVED FOR THE FUL-

FILLMENT OF EVERY COMMANDMENT.,

1.-~One should be upon the alert for an opportunity of ful-
filling & sommandment, he should eagerly pursue the command-
ment and fulfill it with rejorcing and with intense love, and he



SR ne 204
PSR TN

AMEDY OB NN BY 393 PASTS AMIARD MR AN Ameyd SweR
h Do m¥pa Srnom 4 s A mYn3 RRYS PO D My
M5B NP A3 MEDY A3 WD

190 Amwb p1aa ooy ,ova o 137 Jmend pevpn P a3
noB nvapa axan mem a0 ndnna ovpr A5%a o Y39

PoOWM A4rnwa b oo XS XY NNRD NIEL A PRAY PR
AOIN O ARIT MYDY NNKR ML INR MRSD LD MSDI AW
boy ot iy s4my L nanx My Yoy AR aED Y KSY
nywonnd MORY SwUs DN KM Anx meyd M3 b amnd e
biov o b Sax gne miead S awexws R413 .24nR Ameyb Dana

should excercise the utmost care to fulfill 1t 1n all 1ts minutest
details, 1f possible, he should perform 1t together with the con-
gregation, for 1t 18 written, “In the multitude of people is the
King’s honor”. It 1s necessary for the mind to be intent upon
the commandment one 1s performing, and to fix his thoughts
upon the fact that he 1s performing a commandment that God
hath commanded us He who begins a commandment should
fulfill 1% 1n 1ts entirety, It is more laudable for one to accomp-
lish a commandment himself than to have 1t done through hs
agent,

2. — “The Zealous” hasten to fulfill the commandments,
hence, one should rise early to perform a commandment which
18 to be accomplished during the day, and begin early in the
evemng to fulfill that comiaandment which 1s to be executed at
mght Itis not valid to perform one commandment by trans-
gressing another

3.—One should not perform two commandments simultane-
ously for fear that he will not be able to give the necessary
attention to both, therefore, one who 18 engaged 1n the perfor-
mance of one commandment 13 exempted from the fulfillment of
another That commandment that comes first to one’s hand
should be done first, and it should not be postponed on account
of another commandment which he just then desires to perform
even if he contemplates the performance of the former com-
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mandment 1mmediately thereafter It 18, moreover assuredly
forbidden to abandon one commandment for the sake of fulfiling
another One 18 enjoined against needlesly “souring” a com-
mandment (1 e to be dilatory iz its fulfillment) All of the fore-
gomng rules are applicable, when 1t 18 possible to fulfill both com-
mandments, but i1f only one of them can be fulfilled — 1f one 18 of
great importance, and the other of less importance, he should
preferably fulfill the more important one

If the observance of one of the commandments 1s of frequent
recurrence whilst the otheris fulfilled on rare occasions, he should
preferably perform the former commandment. Ifthe time appoint-
ed for the observance of one of the commandments 18 passing by,
whilst the other has no fixed time for 1ts fulfillment, the former
commandment should preferably be performed. Omne should be-
ware never to perform any commandment 1n a spint of levity, and
i & contemptuous manner, on the contrary, the honor which he
accords to the commandment should transcend the regard he has
for his personal honor It is likewise forbidden to derive any ma-
teral benefit through the peiformance of a commandment during
the time set for its fulfillment

4. — It 18 written “This 18 my God and I will glonfy Him”,
it 18 therefore requsite in the performance of every command-
ment to do 1t 1n the glorious manner worthy thereof. Thus, also,
did our Sages say: “One should disburse for the embellishment
of a commandment as much as one third more of the cost required
for its ordmary fulfillment.
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LAWS OF CIRCUMCISION.

1 —Tt 18 a positave commandment that a father shall circum-
cise his son or that he shall appoint another Israelite to act as his
agent therem, one who possesses a knowledge of the Laws of
Circumeision and 18 careful yet dexterous in the performance of
that commandment and an adept in the art of circumcimion. 1f
the father 18 ncompetent to circumcise, and the Smw (Circumciser)
who 18 present refuses to circumcise gratmitously, but will do it
only for remuneration, such a 5w should be censured by the
"% n"3 The father himself should place his son upon the knees of
the P13 (one who holds the child during the circumeision) and
hand the 5ors (the kmfe with which the circumeision 18 performed)
to the 5™p and stand near him during the circumcision to make
it apparent that the former is but acting as his agent.

2.—The circumcision shall not be performed unfil sunrise of
the eighth day subsequent to his birth, that entire day bemng
the proper tame for its performance, however, “the zealous hasten
to fulfill the commandments” wherefore the circumcision 1s
promptly performed in the morning, even the circumcision, which
(for certain reasons) 1s performed not at the appomnted time, 18

~ also, only performed in the day-time

8.—The Circumaiser, previous to performing the circumeision
should rise and say the blessing* “who hath sanctified us by His
commandments and hath commanded us concermng the circum-
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cision” and he should not circumeise before he had concluded the
entire blessing, unlike those 05Md who, eager to display therr
skill, perform the circamcision immediately they begin the bless-
ing as by this they only betray their boorishness and 1gnorance.
The father of the child should say, while standing, 1n the mterval
between the circumeision of the foreskin and its uncovering, the
blessing “who hath sanctified us by His commandments and hath
commanded us to make our sons enter nto the covenant of
Abraham our father”, those present should respond “Amen!
Even as he has entered into the covenant, so may he enter into
the Law, the nuptial canopy, and into good deeds!” If the father
18 not present at the circumcision, or he does not know how to
say the blessing, the P10 who may remain seated, can say the
blessing “to enter” ete.

4.—One should be scrupulous in s choice of a 5up and a
P10 who shall be the best and most righteus men that 1t is possi-
ble for him to select. It 18 customary for a father not fo honor
with the office of P13D one who had already officiated as such at
the circumcision of another of his sons, unmless that other had
died. One who gave lus assurance to a "0 that he would have
him fo circameise s son, 18 forhadden to retract his word and
bestow the honor upon another If the one to whom the assur-
ance was given, had in the meantime left the city, whereupon the
father, thinking that he would not be on hand at the tume of the

L
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cncumeision, appointed another, and 1in the meantime the former
returned, the circumecision should be performed by the former
5 —It 18 customary for those present at the circumecision to
remain standing with the exception of the P13 who holds the
child and therefore remains seated. It 1s also customary to pre-
pare a seat for Elijah, who 18 called the “Angel of the covenant”,
and when he places the child upon the seat, he should say plainly
“This 18 the throne of Elijjah”. The father of the child and those
present should say, previous to the performance of the circum-
cision, “Happy 18 he whom Thou choosest and causest to approach
that he dwell in thy courts” The commandment should be per-
formed m the presence of ten adult Israehtes 1f possible, but
where that 18 an 1mpossibility the errcumeision may be performed
when less than ten are present.
6.—After the circumeision is accomplhished, a blessing should
be saxd over a cup of wine, if the child’s parents are alive the
blessing should be said in the followng version “Our God
and God of our fathers, preserve this child to his father and
, mother”, if exther of the parents had died, the deceased one 1s
'omitted and the surviving one 1s alone mentioned, and 1f both had
died, the following should be said “preserve the child and let
Ius name be called ete” If the child 1s 1llegitimate, although all
the blessings that arg said at the circumecision of a lawfuly born
sraehte, is also sad at his circumeision, yet the following bless-
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ing should be omtted : “preserve this child ete.’’ also the follow-
ang response ! “even as he had entered into the covenant so may
he enter efc” as only “Amen” should be responded, and it should
be publicly announced at the ecircumcision that the child 18 &

bastard.

7 —If a child was born circumised and only requires to un-
dergo the operation causing the trickling of a few drops of the
“blood of the covenant”, no blessing should be samd with the ex-
ception of the following, O, God and God of our fathers, preserve
this child! 1f two children are to be ecircumecised, even if they
are twins, they yet should be brought, one after another, to the
house where the circumeision 18 to take place and all the blessing
should be sad for each child separately, and the one who was born
first should be the first to enter into the covenant, .

§ —The ones who says the blessing, or the Bandek, should
drink at least a mouthful of the cup of blessing, but if the eircum.
cimon takes place on a fast-day, even on the Ninth of Ab, the
cup of the blessing may be drunk by the chuldren, but on the Day
of Atonement children should not be given to drink thereof, but
i1t should be mven to “tho tender wmzant that g arroumbised’t
Themdes what 18 given him uvon sav.ag “In tho Llood hive!
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9 —At the conclusion of the cireameision N3w? 115V 18 sard,
1if the encumeision 18 done at the Synagogume, the Phylacteizes
should not be takean off until the circumacsion 18 terminated as
both are tokens of acknowledgement of the sovereignty of the
Most High

It 18 customary to prepare a banquet upon the day of the
circumeision, and one who 1s invited, where those who are present
are respectable, he 1s forbidden to refuse to attend. He who can
afford to prepare a proper banquet, but fulfills the command-
ment in a mggardly manner by merely providing sweet-meats,
18 aoting wrongly and 18 deserving of censure,

10 —It 18 the duty of the bmp to thoroughly examine the
wfsnt previous to the circumeision to ascertamn wether 1t 18 not
ailing as the fulfllment of all commandments should be postponed
if there be danger to lfe m its present performance, and the
eircumeision for some cause defered can yet be performed though
the time appointed therefore 18 past, but the Jewish soul once
saciificed cannot be resorted to hfe An mfant who had been
sick but became convalescent, should not be eircumecised before
the wise are consulted as to when 1t 18 proper to perform the
Ol gume:sion, .

Immediately the tume for cucumeision has arnved, whether
it be the apponted time or not, 1t is forbidden to delay the per-
formance of this commandment, for such reasons as for instance
19 gswy amvle time for ;)rmnding for the circamaision-foast -
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Therefore those who postpone the eircumeision in order to cele~
brate it on a dbunday are destined to give account and reckoning
for thewr deeds.

11 — If & woman lost two sons who had presumably died
from the effects of circumecision and it 18 apparent that their con-
stitutions were so abnormaly weak that the circumsision had ex-
hausted it, her third son should not be circumecised until he had
growu up and his constaitution became more vigorous, Likewise
if the sons of two msters had both died from the effects of the
ciicumoision, the sons of the other sisters should not be circum-
cised until they sre grown up. and possess a stronger consti-
tution,

12..—An mfant who was born in the twilight or immediately
preceding 1it, should not be circumcised before the wise are
consulted.

13,~An imnfant who bad died previous to the eircumesion.
should be ecircumcised at the grave, the circumecision ghould be
performed with a flint or tube, so that he be not intered with his
foreskin, but no blessing should be pronounced thereby, however
& name should be given hum to perpetuate s memory, If by
an madvertence he was entered with s foreskin and they became
cogmzant thereof at a time when 1t need not be apprehended
that the body had become decomposed, hus grave must be upsned
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and he must be circumcised, however if 1t 1s surmised that de-
composition had already set mn, the grave should not be opened.
14 —The one who enters the infant into the covenant, should
make an effort to go up to the Torah upon the day of the circum-
cision, the P10 and ST should slso go up to the Torah, if

possible,
No Supplications pnn should be said at the Synagogue when

any of the above are praying,
’ I.AWS CONCERNING THE REDEMPTION OF
THE FIRST-BORN

1. — It is a pomtive commandment devolving upon every
Israelite to redeem his son, who 1s hus mother’s first-born, from
the 13 by giving him five D'W?D or thewr equivalent mn mlver or
gold, or any other property, the value of which should equal two
and two thirds ounces of reflned mlver, the father as well as the
*'3 bemng fully agreed upon the latter’s absolute right and titie
to that money as the price of lis son’s redemption, and if the j>
should subsquently return that money or property to the fathex
making him a gift thereof, the latter 18 permitted to accept 1t,

2, — The first~born should not be redeemed before the 3lst
day from his birth, but if that day fall upon a Sabbath or a hol-
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day, orifit be impossible, for him o redeem his son on the 3lst ~
day. through some hinderance, he 18 permitted to postpcna the
redemption to the following mght

3.—If he had promised a certain ;15 that he would have bim
officiate in the redemption ceremony, he 1s forbidden to refract
1t, nevertheless, 1f he had changed his mtention and had engaged
another 172 to redeem his son, the redemption 18 vahd

4,—A frther who 18 not in the presence of his child may,
nevertheless redeem his son through a 0> wherever he may be,
by declaring to the latter,—“I have a first-born son to redeem”,
whereupon the 11D nquires, “which wouldst thou rather ete.’—
The first=born of his mother who beeame aware that he had not
been redeemed, 18 obliged to have himself redeemed 1mmediately
he has grown up, at which time he should pronounce the blessing
¢ Who hast sanctified us by the commandments and given us com-.
mand concerning the first-born” also “Who hast kept us m hfe
ete ”

5 —Prrests and Levites are exempt from the redemption of
their sons Even the daughter of a 73 or %5 who 18 mariied to
an >x" 18 also exempt from the redemption of the first-born son.

6 —If a woman who had misearried subsequently gave buth
to a healty son, the wise should be consulted {regaading lus
redempfion.)
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7.—1It 18 customary to give a feast in honor of the redemption
and he who performs the commande of his Creator with joyfulness
and gladness of heart for the abudance of all things 18 blessed
by the Almighty, as 1t 18 written “and they shall put my name
upon the children of Israel and I will bless them”,

LAWS CONCERNING THE AFTERNOON SERVICE,

1 — The proper time for saying the prayers of b is two
and & half hours bofore night-fall at which time 1t 18 termed MUD
mwp (the short time for NNID)

It has, however, been provided for him, who, beeing desirous
of dining or of engaging in some work, 18 yet apprehensive lest
he forget to say the nMip prayers, that he may pray (n51'u frn)
(the long time for M) which begns & half hour after md-day
and lasts until an hour and a quarter preceding might-fall It 1
a rule, however, that when one had 1inadvertently or through
necessity overstepped that time he 18 permitted to say the nnip
prayers until the time inmsdiately preceding the appearance of
stars, for 1t is & well.known fact that when in the aty it 18 ap-
parently mght owmng to the shadows cast by the tall buildings,
in the country 1t 18 still day

«~ —When noon-time arrives one should not begin to partic
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pate m an elaborate feast, such as a wedding.feast or a feast
celeberating a circumcision, or the redemption of the firet-born,
nor should he atiend to business. but he should wait until & half
hour after noon had elapseed and should then say the nmmp
prayer, however if he had engaged himself i any of the above,
he 13 not obliged to interrupt them so long as there yet remains
sufficient time to pray while 1t 18 yet day, but 1f 1t 18 to be feared
that he may, perchance, become intoxicated or forget to pray, he
should then put aside the aforementioned occupation, immediate.
iy the tume for praying n3p nrmv has armved,

8, — Previous to beginnming the Afternoon service it requi-
mte that the hands be washed up to the wrists If on eoncluding
the Afternoon service, his attention was diverted from the Eve.
nmng service, or if upon termmating the Morning service hys
attention was diverted from the Additional seivice, the ablution
must be repeated,

4.—~The W& that maugurates the Afternoon service ghould
not be said before there are ten at the Synagogue, but if *w
was smid when less than a D was present, and in the meantime
ten had assembled, a paalm should be said after which the Reader
should eay ©*p The Reader should wrap himself m the Talith
previous jo reciting VR in order to avoid mterruphions between
"W and o1, but if he only obtained a Talifh after he had already
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gaid MR he should wrap himself therein and say some verses of
Psalms after which he should say ¥"1p

5,—If the time proper for nmm 1s closing and mght s ap-
proaching, the Reader, immediately upon concluding 1he ¥™p
ghould say the 1wy mww aloud whilst the Congregation should
not pray, but they should hsten r1d make the responses until the
Reader has said 2M1pn 581 to which they should respond and
then silently say thewr prayers, hewever, 1f they are very much
pressed for time, so much so, that 1t 1s to be feared that by wait-
ing until the conclusion of gAI>N SR (by the Reader) they would
be unable to close their prayers while it 1s yet day, they should
immediately pray with the Reader saying word for word with um
until ¥1pn 5% 1t 18 nevertheless proper that there be at least
one who can respond Amen to the Reaber’s blessing,

6 —One who arnves at the Synagogue whilst the Congrega-
tion 18 saying the Ny ANvw®should also say it with them and
on concluding the N service he can say W& However 1f he
finis that he will be unable to finish saying the MWy nnvy in
time to say the nen1p at the Reader’s repetition and 1s prevented
from postpomng his prayers until after the conclusion of the
gervices (by the Congregation) because the time proper for hold-
ing those services will then be passed, he should say the nyrbw
ey word by word with the Reader whilst the latter 18 repeat-
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g 1t, he should even say the Readei's vetsion of the nep in=
cluding MM 5 ete, and terminate the blessings 21ipn 580 and
moen Yo 1in umson with the Reader; He should also say o™nmp
together with the Reader 1 order that he may then bow with the
Congregation, However on a general fast-day he shculd not say
13y together with the Reader, but he should insert 1t 1 yow
noeN as 18 proper for a private worshiper If the Congregation
18 saying the 2yp prayers immediately upon conclusion of the
nmw and if he should postpone sajing the nM® prayers until
after the conclusion of the Reader’s repetition of the nwy nnvpe
he would be compelled to say the 3™wv prayers privetely, he
should rather say the N7&y AN together with the Reader

7. — If the naMv service was kept up until the night.time,
pann should net be saxd, The utmost care should be taken not
to delay the NN sgeivice until it 18 actually mght as then
53pnn e™p can no longer be said, (as 1t 18 1mproper) to close at
nmght the prayers of the previous day

8 —He who delayed commng to the Synagogue on a Sabbath
Eve. and found that the Congregation had already inaugurated
the Sabbath, that 18, dhey said, nawn "> MW "I, or found on
hig arrival at the Synagogue on the Eve of a hohiday, that the
Congregation had maucurated the Festival by saying 1373 and
yet the time 18 gtill proper for hum to say the nn)L prayer he
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should step outside of the Synagogue and say the N pravers
at which tmme 1f he hears the Keader say 1272 he should not re.
spoud with the Congregation, for by responding to 1372 he for-
feits his right to say the NrID service and has to say the p.w
of 3myp twice However if he has arrived at the Synagogue be-
fore the Sabbath or Festival was maugurated and same was
insugurated whilst he was saying the Mnio prayer, he 18 permit.
ted to conelude thai prayer in the Synagogue as he began it
there when it was permussible for hun to say 1t

One should be particulary mindful of always saying the
nrp prayer mn view of the fact that it 18 obligatory upon us to
fulfil 1t during the day, in the midst of the turmoil of business
and the harrasing cares that each day bmnngs fortn, therefore,
one who puts all these cares aside and turns his steps towards
the Worship of God stands a great test and great will be Ius

reward.
LAWS CONCERNING THE EVENING SERVICE,

1,—%“At what time in the evening shall the yo¥ be read 7"~
When three amall atars are vimble. On a day when the sky 18
oveircagt with clouds, one should wait, and not pray, until he
knows beyond a doubt tbat night bas come. One who says hs
avmyp pryers privately, should not pray before the stars have
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made theie appearance, however, at the Synagogue, owing to the
difficullty involved i twice congregating the worshipers for the
nmd and also for the 2D prayers, 1t 18 their custom, after a
gshort mterval to follow the Afternoon by the Evening service,
thus saying the 2w prayers previous to the appearance of stars,
Nevertheless, the God-fearng man who had participated i the
public Evemng service before might-fall should not partake of
any meal before it 18 mght and the stars are visible when he
should read the first three sections of Yo nxvp

2,—The proper time for holding Evening service is exactly
when the stars appear Ut 18 therefore forbidden to begin a meal
or to engage 1n any work a half hour before stars appear, how-
ever 1f one was greatly preoccupied and thus compelled to delay
his prayers, he should at least not delay them any longer than tall
midmght, altough if one had inadvertently allowed that time so
elapse without praying, he 18 permitted to say the 2D prayers
until the dawn of the Mornming atar,

8.—If one arnives at the Synagogue whilst the Congregation
is saying the My Niww of tle Eveming prayers, he should say
it with them even 1if 1t should not be mght, saymn the o2 nxmp
and its accompanying blessings after nignt-fall, and if he srrives
whilst the Congregation 18 saymng Yo he should say the Evening
prayer until TS WW” WY 0w and omit MO ‘A M3 if the time
thus gamed will enable lnm to say the ney N3wY together with
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the congregation, If when he found the Congregation s.ying
the yow of M3 y he had not vet sard the nnIv prayers, he should
say the &y naww of nn. wlilst the Congregation 18 sayjing
yow e after which he su_ald 1 use for a short time, ai least
£or the tin ~ 1t would take one to walk four paces, he shouid then
sav the N°¢¥ noww of n'a7y together with the Congregation, and
afier nightfall he can read ypw with its accompanying blessy gs
4 — One should remain standing from the beginning of the
blessing, b T2 until the conclusion of the MWy nN»vY and
he 18 forbidden to interrupt himaelt when saying the prayers from
17 until after the 7wy Aancw however the announcement by the
beadle regarding the saying of X2 MDY or “O© YV 18 not con-
gidered an interiuption, mmasmuch 88 1t 18 one of the requirements
of prayer.
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