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| SGENES IN THE COUNCIL GHAMBER. r
| REMARKABLE SPEECH BY DR. WHITE.|

|
|
¥
1

. The installation of the new Mayor of 'Wa;ter—t
ford, Dr Vincent J. Wihite, for- one whole year,
| took place in the Large Room of the Town
| Hall on Monday at noon. Every available
| space was packed with spectators, including
{the portion of the room allotted to the Cor-
poration. Many people were unable to gain
admittance, and so great was the crush that

the stairs leading up to the Large Room were

also crowded. The enthusiasm of the audience
't times was almost delirious, and Sinn Fein
| 1os were very much in evidence. = One woman

|zens of Waterford.
| to-day in the robes colou

‘distinguished herself by waving the American
flag draped in Sinn Feéin colours. |
tionalist members were absent, and the instal-

for the purpose. It is customary for the out-
coing Mayor to perform the installation cere-

All the Na-{t around 4heir necks. but with the cruel steel

lation ceremony was performed by Alderman:
Maurice Quinlan who was elected to the chair;

P 74

; ' 1 } R i
W ' padii ¥ L'Z N QO ﬁ ALY LY 7
Iy
N 4

g

after all the good things said about me I al-7 =

most contracted shell-shock (laughter). Now,
A chara, you have conferred on me the high-
est gift that lies within the giving of the citi- |

L

 in the robes coloured green, white, and
‘old—emblematic and symbolical not of the |
ﬁ“mtheﬂi;‘igﬁljlfi?sh_R‘e ublic, but of a republic|
which exists in fact (loud cheers). You have |
in Dublin to-day the freely elected representa- |
tives of the Irish people living from pillar to |
ost and tortured in prison by the great de- |
ender of small nationalities (cheers). But,
A chara, T deeply honour the great gift you
have conferred on me, and though I fully ap-
preciate it, still though you have fpla,'oed this
magnificent chain around my neck, fellow-coun-
trymen and fellow-countrywomen, do not for-
oot that in this year of 1920 there lies at the
present moment in the fetid, dank, and noi-
some dungeons of England our own brothers,
not' with a chain of gold, and not with a bauble

manacles of England, cutting deep and searing
into their flesh. Why do they lie there? What
have they done? They have loved their coun-

try. They acted as they thought best, and

what. was undeniably best, for their country.

Yaou have donned mef. ..

mony, but Mr. David MacDonald, who was de-
| feated at the last election, was not present.
The . Mayor wore a Sinn Fein robe of green
Irish poplin faced with gold and white brocade,
and clasped with a Tara brooch, having dis-
carded the traditional robe of crimson rud er-
mine. A remarkable feature of the proceed-
'ings was the large number of women present
and the interest they manifested in the cere-

LAnd what 1s the reward the champion of small
‘nationalities metes out to our brothers? I re-
cognise that to-day is a joyous day and I do not
‘wish to throw out anything that will tend to
lessen the: joyousness of this occasion, but it
is well t@ think in this hour of what is happen-
g ‘to “eur. fellow-countrymen, It is custom-
(ary,. 1 understand, when ' a man, or I should
' say a citizen, is elected a Mayor of Wajerford,
ony. As the members took their seats they | to state briefly—and believe me it will be brief
were received with vociferous. cheers. The [|—the policy I intend to follow, the first mat-
;following were present:—Aldermen T. 1. Con- "r'_ ter 1s the poor (hear, hear, and cheers). The
nolly, w White, Mayor-Elect; Maurice| question. of the poor is a question, I am sure,
Quinlan, P. Quinlan, Richard Keane, P. Brazil, *-"d;ea.r to every individual member of this Coun-
Councillors Mrs, White, T. . H. Jacob, J. J. |fcil.
Gallagher, J. K. Walsh, Wm. Jones, P. Cahill,
Wm. Cullinane, J. D. Walsh, T. fDunne, R.
Whittle, James Power, P. W Kenny, J. S.
O'Neill, T. O’Neill, M. Hunt, M. Hennessy.
~ Messrs, T, F. J. Higging, Town Olerk ; Patk.
Kent, Borough Treasurer ; P, A. Murphy, Law
Adviser, and J. J. Fleming, Borough Surveyor,
were present. ‘ :
. The Clerk having read the notice convening
the - meeting, Councillor T. O’Neill* proposed
that Coun¢illor Maurice Quinlan take the chair,
which was seconded by Councillor P. W. Kenny
and passed.

Mr. P. Cahill asked leave to move the sus-
\pension of the standing orders, ~which was
granted. He 5}1'0posed that a vote of condo-
lence be passed to Alderman T. Cullen on the
death of his sister, and the motion was secon-
ded by Mr. T. Dunne, and passed in silence,
the members standing. |
. The Mayor-Elect, who was loudly applauded,
then repeated after the Town Clerk his declara-
tion of office, which he signed.

- Sergeant-at-Arms Moloney then brought for-
ward the Mayor’s robe snd, amidst tremen- |
dous cheering, it was donned by the newly- |
installed Mayor who repeatedly bowed his ac- |
knowledgments. ' .r

When the tumult had died down, Mr. M.
Quinlan said—It gives me great pleasure to
instal you in the office of Mayor of this city,
and more so especially is it a privlege to me
to do so for the part you have taken in the
fight for an Irish republic (cheers). _
_ The newly-installed -Mayor then took the |
Mayoral chair, and_ the entire audience, the ||conquer other people. “John Bull would have
Simn Fein members, and officials present, rose |{ this Ireland %o be his farmvard to raise fat
-en masse, and cheered for a considerable length (| beasts to fill his huge maw (1aughte-r). Trade
of time. e - _ |1 follows the flag, and I submit that any nation,
.. When order had been restored a dramatic| to be prosperous must have trade, and must
incident followed. ' Pointing to the Corpora- bfe a.lc]iowed to develop. Since I am speaking

| | h, 1ay ayor | .of industries, I may mention that t '
said to the Sergeant-at-Arms, ‘‘Take that| be now establisﬂled-{m dressed meaaijt t}’l:g{?o;; .:%12
mace off the table—that bauble of foreign rule | Treland, and I earnestly exhort all citizens
and English {dommation in this country, and| rich and poor who have money to spare to
- . Invest In thig dressed meat factory which, with

consign 1t to the muniment room.’’ |
. ) | "1
1God’s help, I hope to see soon started in Wa-

. Amid great excitement and cheering, the |
terford; and, from my point of view, let it not |

Sergeant-at-Arms advanced to the table and
| FEINae - ol be forgotten that the factory means employ- |

, AN eha ment and employment mean ; i |
gives me great pleasure indeed to have the op-{| of money andplez us hop: aﬁgngel;eﬁeggg uﬁi?ﬁﬂ :
portunity of returning thanks to my fellow- |l ness and prosperity to the workers . (cheers). |
citizens for the great honour they have con-|!' As T am on the question of industries I would |
forred upon me by electing me Mayor of my | like to mention'this point. - Some yoars agy i

nativé city (cheers). I deeply appreciate the| in Westland Row, Dublin, a huge company wasg|
greal - honour you ha_;mi-.con;ferred-;-ﬂi;;l;._me, ~and, | about to start a factory for the manufacture of

het e hasten to tell you, that I will do my| Dunlop tyres. But arvistocrats, or the alleged|
utmost to ;~a1;1p"é@m;t9 that honour, and endea- || aristocrats, in that locality objected to  the |
Eo-ur; ~as a plain, hu.mblﬁ -'G}ﬁg,eng _to carry '0}}13.- erection: of that factory heecause of: L'the‘- foul |
to the full the dﬁ% I!lﬁy’*ﬁf this .3:[*1“51"1’%‘““3&* and odours which would arise from the manufac- |
historic chair as Mayor of Waterford. On they turing of the products. Consequently that

13th of last month I was very delighted indeed || tremendous undertaking —we know how tre. |

ind somewhat embarrassed on account of the l{ mendous it is, it is international:

It 18 has been ' my proud
'mingle with the poor not only of Waterford but
of Dublin, and I yield to no person my know-
ledege af the poor of Waterford. Perhaps in|
‘my position as dispensary doctor I visited ‘moie
‘houses than any other indvidual in a short space
of time, and when I went among my people—
Ibecause they are our people, they differ from
‘us only because we have a few more shillings
Ithan they have in our pockets—when I went
samong them and saw the houses they have to
live in, and saw fheir gengral canditions, the
‘great squalor, and I may say the utter hopeless-
‘ness of their outlook, borne by the poor in a
‘heroic spirit, I began to ask myself what was
‘the cause of this poverty, I asked myself is
this poverty the fault of the people, and I
came ‘to the conecltision that 1t Wwas not. In a
few exceptional cases, which you will under-
-stand, it might be, but they were very few in-
deed, and I finally came to the conclusion that
lack of employment and a wrong state of eco-
'nomics was the great fault of the undue pover-
bty which exists in the great cities of Ireland.
Bearing in mind that reconstruction is one of
the principles of Sinn Fein, I feel convinced
that if any plank was going to do anything
for the poor of Ireland, that plank was Sinn
Fein éoheers). But no such stimulus was
\needed. I had long and carefully thought qut, |
and was satisfied, that the movements in Ire-,
land were wrong, for the past few years at any
‘rate. The first thing you want in Ireland is
‘employment. John Bull, I appreciate, would
refer to have Ireland the cradli)ea for the rear-
ng of her soldiers and sailors to dominate and

rivilege to

oy w

tion mace which lay on the table, the

‘The Mayor said:—Ah chara,—Once again it |

I‘F

oreat eulogies that were pour - on.ae 0ok find its products in part of the
this historic Corporation. In fac — s il

e cuogis it vose pomed i on e 208 £ s produs i evony
only by mﬁ colleagues of this Councul-—my own| was losu to Ireland. T don’$ know if we have
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ecad meat industry, but if they are going
:(l,ezsand in the W%y of tl;etﬁicig)er& e111:1. (’0(1:1116 9211?)7 ,
sner they clear oul oL'8).
%fxvs(;%gig 1S f?n old saying that f(ﬁals?iuah_ I:}I;
“where angels fear tolgref:ﬂ,n]l)eug. 21[?00iJ11 . k;low
imy worst enemy would call I A
| ot an angel; I someuimes 1
'} i]rghl to speak to you now abou1‘3 l-?bt«(t)aui\;ha{
ppreciate Irish labour, and I a.ppleuﬁ pLab,
ifﬁh labour has d for the Irish ?plu j c_.-
‘Yohtﬂl will recollect that at the last geﬁel_a eoeﬁcdjl
tion Irish labov- in good sense an _m1 tg L
:part stood down, lest perhaps they Inlgfl:[l‘?sh:-
1?scu1'f’; the question, the great question o :

independence, and I have 1no doubt that Tlll10~ll{(lri
the necessity arise agaln, I for one will rely|
g : labour and Irish

y S of Irish ;
on the good sense of e

. will do the proper thing. ise t
ii??llﬂfvilﬁat labouli' in Ireland occqplesba. tvm{
important section of the comnnlurlrlty,A {11, a
| the same time, 1t 18 only a section. (il(ﬂf ‘ re{;@

cognise that Irish labour stands on a dl i.t;lé_
footing as compared with, say, labour 1n e
' rica. France, or Belgium. In those coun 1“7 -
they have their national mdependence.d t'l‘
have not our national -_mdependence, -a}n un sl-i
the question of Irish independence, ttlfl céue -
tion of an Irish Republic 1s finally settle : ;
hold it will always be the pre—emmgnt quel'% lon
in the Kingdom Ef}f %r_eiiangl (0%1@:1111 S).but wcifzﬁ
' in favour of SUIlKes: m, 1

fcllrgs I-réservation, namely, that strl}cesr shou%d
not be resorted to until every other av el}u%e 110;
o settlement has been explored and cz}f.le li. Y
explored. -1 am absolutely 1n favour o al, W(i
ing wage.  His Holiness Pope Pius dec Ele
that a living wage Wwas Oné that WOl_ll% eep
~ workingman in frugal comfort and hys} eE)eI%-
dents. and I -am absolutely at one with thatv.
Labour here in Waterford knows that 1 nfever.}
hesitate to speak openly and stralg,ht r?:ln
the shoulder. I don’t _thn}k any reaS(ina e
labour man can take objection to what fs-ayd
Labour here in Waterford need never beha rai
that White will do the wrong thing (cheers).

The next question is housing. When I had the

honour to be dispensary doctor I used to send

iblin every six months a report on the
;%nlgral housc'ing3 conditions amongst the poor,
ond I used to send back on the query sheet
' first, must have appeared very strange.
lv to a query 1 sent was that

Waterford should be burned

2 Bolshevik.

______._____hl—l—'—-' .

. o into a oreat number of houses
'l\%%lebeﬁo%d, and 1 s%'ly this, that not even with
the exception of Dublin 1s the housing accl({m(i
modation worse than 1t 1s 1D Waterford. ; 111_
I respectfully submit to my colleagues odt_ 118
Oouncil that one of the most pressing an %%1-*
portant matters we have to consider 15.1 13
question of the housing of the poor. 1 110}-
that after a man has looked to his sou ie
<hould look to his house, and 1f_0ur* peop,?J
have not got decent houses to live in, we can :
have decent people. When I look round‘ }zlm ,
<o the houses the people live 11, I wonder O“E
the poor can keep SO respectable 1 spite hot
their appalling conditions. I further sa,};‘ %Va |
this question of the houses for the poor o ad—
terford should have been gone Into years anl .
vears ago, and that other things being equal .
‘e was at all possible, more houses ShouAt
have been built for the poor of Waterford. 4
the present time, owing 1o the four years ol
war waged for small nationalities, there was 1ol
building done in Waterford or the sur.roundmﬁ
counties, and at the present moment we all
now that the various substances which go to
huild houses, have gone to enormous prices.
1 will touch again the question of houses for
‘the poor of Waterford, and you may rest as-
qured that we will do all we can to build new
houses if the mean]s- permit. L just one

r matter T wish
gﬂé?t-ion of finance. Now the finances of the
Waterford Corporation at the present moment
does not exist (Jaughter). There 18 not a shot
‘n the locker., You have not got a po;und in
the exchequer. The bank refuses to honour’
our cheques, and, roughly, 1 can tell you this
that, speaking very roughly, apd_qub]-ect ;olo.
correction, the total debts and liabilities of the
Waterford Corporation amounts to the enor-.
‘mous sum of about a quarter of a ‘lcmlhon,
pounds (cries of ¢ Oh,” and a voice: ¢ What|

- out of this country

to0 mention and that is the | medical student in Dublin, T used to read the

5

' on? ”’ Now
about the excursions to London? ) .
|that is the heritage to which my comrades and |

burst financially.

] : tel _
tion We are absolutely (IS

£ there is one bit of consolation In
i% tﬁfemWaterford Corporation is burst finan-
‘¢ially, the British Government 18 burst finan-
cially too (cheers). As you all know, the oné-
pound ten-shilling and five-pound notes - are:
lonly promises to pay. Tt is not the real stuits:
It 1s not gold or silver or copper even.

The
§ D - inoland for the time being 18
‘Government of Yngland for vhe time beILs

| colleagues come nta the Waterford Corpora-

rl] _"-h'n‘"- ’ > H
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of,
‘in this happy position: the Wizard’ comes along
and sees a couple of trees, and he says to the
' keeper of parks, ‘‘ Cut down that tree,”” and | °
then it is ground into pulp, turned into paper,
and John Bradbury signs his name to it, and-
it is called a pound-note. That is the condi-|.
tion in which the British Empire stands at the
present moment. It is financially burst. Now
we are in the happy position exactly that Eng-
land is in. I know what Councillor Tom
0’ Neill, keeper of woods and forests, would say
if I went to him and asked him to saw down
one of his trees in the Park, turn it into pulp,
and then into paper, signed by Vincent J.
White. Would you accept that paper as
‘money? 1 guarantee that you would not.
Very well, the Corporation of Waterford 1is
financially burst, and so also is the Govern-
ment of England. The only thing I can say to
you 1s that—and now I am speaking =Seriousfy-—
that we will at all times exert the maximum
‘economy and at the same time endeavour to
‘have an efficlent staff in every department |
of the Corporation in Waterford. I feel very
proud indeed to have as my colleagues in the
1001'p01'ati0n. some of the most alert business
(brams_that our city can produce and I say
this with confidence, that 1 am convinced, al-
though I hate figures myself, there are some
oreat men in this Corporation whom, I have
‘no doubt, if the Corporation can be pulled out
of-1ts financial difficulties, that these men will

| Now' there 1s another matter

‘do 1t (cheers).
'about which I wish to speak, and that i1s edu-
cation. It i1s a matter I am very much inter-
‘ested 1n, and 1t 1s my desire and intention to
visit as many of the schools in Waterford ns 1
‘possibly can. I may say, from my knowle::e
of mingling amongst the people of Waterford,
and I say 1t openly, that there are a great
‘many parents that don’t send their childicn |
'to school that should send them. Now want
of education means ignorance, and ignorance
18 a great drawback to any of us, rich or poor,
and 1 feel absolutely safe when I say that my |
colleagues 1n this Corporation will exert all their
powers and see what we can do to speed up
and “1pcrease the average attendance of chil- |
dren going to schools here in Waterford, I
was under the impression that we had not
enough accommodation for scholars, but I was
sspeaking to a superior of one of the teaching
institutions here the other day, and she said
that she could take in a lot more children than
came to her, This is a question for the re-|
generating and the improving of Ireland a
nation and Ireland a republic, and personally
I will leave no stone unturned to see matters
speeded up in that direction. Now a few words
more and I am finished. The national outloak,
All goes well with the Trish Republic, but it'1s
a matter of grave concern to see how it fares
in merry KEngland, or rather murderous Eng-
land. Things are very black indeed, and in
perusing the daily newspapers I find that for
the month of February up t6 the 23rd there
was an average of one murder per day dn the
island sometimes called the sister island, On
a former occasion I referred to an old saying
that one should first remove the beam from
one’s own eye before looking for the moat in
your neighbour’s. I further said that it was
not a beam, that was in the eye of the sister
1sland.but a halk, and a very big balk at that.
And as time goes on, I am passing many sleep-
less nights wondering what in the name of God
can be done for that island at all. T don’t
think she deserves to have Homa Rule, and T
‘would submit to Lord French of Ypres who
never got further than that, and also to Mr.
‘Macpherson, the man with the Celtic imagina-
tion and the horned-rimmed spectacles, that
they should take themselves, bag and baggage.
and, for the love of God,
some sort of law and or-
Now ever since I was a

try and.bring about
der-in the sister isle.

papers. - It was the custom to see in them a lo

about the terrible Irish question. Tt q“}a:
asked: What do they want? What did they
want?. " Tet them tell us, and we will olve
them: everything to get free of the very ter-
rible Irish question. ' Now, Ireland in the gene-
ral election of 1918, -and later in the municipal
qlectlons last month; told the sister island that
the people of Ireland “demanded and insisted
on.andrish Republic (cheers). And the people
of Ireland were determined, in Spite of every
obstacle put in their way, to say in effect to
John Bull, that the terrible Irish question can
be settled by John Bull clearing out of this
country bag and baggage, over to the sister
isle.. Now, A chara, let me tell you that things
look bright and promising for Treland. Things
are looking brighter than they have looked for
many and many a year.” ‘And T do not exag-
gerate when I say that if the Irish people stick
together, and say ““Down with faction.”’ that
ithe question of an Trish Republic is only 4
;,: ?gﬁg&ﬁ of Ttilme and that of @ very sﬂmr%}ﬁim@.
(TN TE TRPTTOL 10088 Shen, InkTrg-
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1land at the present time seems to give the
liberator of small nationalities a lot of trouble
(hear, hear). The hero of Ypres has said that
the trouble in Ireland at the present moment
was lareely due to the numberr of young men
who bad nothing to do here. Well, I say this:
God bless the young men of Ireland, and thank
God we have the young men of lreland here
to-day (cheers). And I durther say this,
| that 1t is up to ‘every young man in Water-
| ford, and not alone in Waterford, but in Ire-|
land, to join up and jon the Irish Volunteers |
| (cheers). Now previous to the so-called Act
of Union in 1800, we are perfectly well aware
what the condition of affairs were in Ireland,
and the reply the English Government gave A
to the Irish people and. the reply which our |
Volunteers gave was to wheel their cannon
into College Green and say: ‘‘To hell with
Fngland; we demand a certain thing, and we |
are going to get it.””  Well, the English climb-
ed down, and I venture to say that the epoch
we are living in at present is analogous to the |
period prior to the passing of the so-called Act
of Union. So therefore I say, when I see so
‘many young men sitting before me, 1 say to
them, if you are not members of the Irish
Volunteers, then, in God’s name, join up.
| Learn the word of discipline ; learn the word of
| command ; learn to obey, and you will be doing
| good solid work for Ireland. I am a man of
| peace myself—gentle Vincent White. . T don’t
| want any of our men to go out and shoot any-
|body. We want you to keep cool. Tearn to
obey the word of command, and I say this,
|if the young men_had not learned up to this
how to obey the word of command, how to re-
| spect their leaders, England before now would
| have let loose her quarter of a million men in
| Ireland and would have reduced our country
{to a bloody stillness (cheers). I want the
young men and the old men to join the Irish
Volunteers, and in doing that yvou will be
doing good work, solid work, for your country.
Now to-day is the 23rd of February. To-mor-
row 1s the 24th, and to-morrow is fraught with
| great significance not only to ourselves locally.
but to the people of Ireland and the . Irish
people abroad. T refer to the local municipal
bye-elections, and it is not necessary for me
to point out to you or explain to you what the
policy of Sinn Fein is. It stands for a united
independent republic, and I submit to any busi-
ness man here to-day, who may not be of a
republican- turn of mind, that those principles
| are sound, logical principles, and if they think
11t out for themselves, they cannot but'see why
Ireland should not be a republic, and why Tre-
land should not move forward and take her
place, as God intended ghe should, a premier
place amongst the foremost nations of the
earth. These four gentlemen to-morrow are.
coing forward in the name of an Irish Repub-
lic, and T say to you A chara, that it is your.
| bounden and sacred duty to leave no stone un-.
turned to see that these men are returned as
our comrades to this Council. Now, I would
ask you all finally to go to any man or woman
whom you have, or likely to have, any nfluence,
and speak to them about the election and the
great significance it means not only to Water-|
ford, but to Ireland and- the Irish people scat-|
tered abroad. I ask you to stand shoulder to
shoulder, marching side by side, to a. united
{ Ireland carrying the banner of the Irish Re-!| /
public (cheers). To-morrow, then, A chara, |/
don’t forget the names of the men who oo for-
ward in the name. of the Irish Republie—Daw-
son, Quinlan Wyley and O’Brien (cheers).
The proceedings then termina.ted;.;:; g
' e :0: ' '
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