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30 ANCIENT EGYPT [§27

numerous campaigns in Asia. Under Thothmes^ HI, who because

of his wide conquests has been called "' the Alexander of Egyptian

history," the empire attained its greatest extension, stretching from

the upper reaches of the Nile to the Middle Euphrates.

The conquest of Syria

brought vast wealth in

booty and tribute to the

Pharaohs, and this gave

a great impulse to the

arts and industries of the

Nile-land. The monarchs

gave much attention to

the erection and adorn-

ment of sacred edifices,

Thothmes had a great

share in this work. It was

to him that the Temple

of Karnak at Thebes, the

remains of which form

the most majestic ruin in

the world, owed much of

its splendor. His obelisks

stand to-day in Constan-

tinople, Rome, London,

and New York.

And perhaps it was the

widening of Egypt's out-

look that accounts for the

apf>earance at this time

of a religious reformer— a surprising thing in conservative Egypt.

It was one of the Pharaohs of this Eighteenth Dynasty, Amenho-
tep IV (about 1350 B.C.), known as the "-heretic king,"^ who tried

1 Or Thutmose, Greek Thutmosis. The Egyptian writing being without vowels, the

form of many names is uncertain.

2 The name of this Pharaoh is connected with one of the most interesting and
important discoveries ever made on oriental ground. (This was the discovery in 1887,
at Tell el-Amarna, on the Nile, of several hundred letters, written in the Babylonian

Fig. 19. Ameniiotep IV and Family
Bestowing Gifts. (From a tomb at Tell

el-Amarna)

The life-giving and sustaining power of the sun,

whose radiant energy is conceived as the sole source

of life and movement in the universe, is symbolized

by streaming rays, each ending in an outstretched

hand. This striking emblem was an entirely new
type in Egyptian symbolism


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































