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How Wikipedia works



Five Questions



Have you ever used 
Wikipedia?



Have you used 
Wikipedia in the past 7 

days?



Did you know every 
article on Wikipedia 

has a Discussion page 
attached to it?



Did you know you 
could edit Wikipedia?



Did you ever try it?



– The Wikimedia Vision

Imagine a world in which every 
single human being can freely 

share in the sum of all 
knowledge.

That's our commitment.



Company Users Revenue Employees Server count

1,066 million $29 billion 31,300 3,000,000+

914 million $69 billion 93,000 50,000+

770 million $4 billion 2,000 60,000+

701 million $6 billion 13,900 50,000+

477 million $20 million 85 400

Top five worldwide sites

Revenue source: 2010/2011 public reports; Users Source: ComScore data, Sep 2011





Wikipedia is collaboratively 
written by people like

 you.
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And... no women?

Sure, there are women 
Wikipedians!



from Wikimedia Commons
Public Domain 
Author: Василий Меленчук



from Wikimedia Commons
CC-BY-SA 3.0 Author: Yumolives



from Wikimedia Commons
GNU Free Documentation License
Author: Lisarlena  



from Wikimedia Commons
Public Domain Author: Nikita



But too few!



87%
of Wikipedians are male







Wikipedia is

Ø Largest encyclopedia in the world
Ø About 100,000 contributors around the world
Ø Approximately 365 million readers worldwide
Ø Over 19 million articles in over 285 

languages 
Ø Free to edit and free to use
Ø Free of advertisements



Here are the biggest Wikipedias that 
have more than 500,000 articles:

English
German
French
Polish
Italian

Japanese
Spanish
Dutch

Portuguese
Russian



There are also Wikipedia editions 
from the Philippine-based 

languages:
Bikol

Chavacano de Zamboanga
Cebuano/Sinugboanon

Ilokano
Pangasinan

Kapampangan
Tagalog

Waray-Waray/Winaray







Contributors are not paid.
They are all volunteers.



Contributors (Wikipedians) 
create and edit articles very 
often that it would almost 
impossible to have a team 
large enough to review and 

validate every single change 
made.



Wikipedians help each other to 
make Wikipedia articles better.



Most active users are driven by  
their passion to distribute free 

knowledge to the world.



Volunteers provide content to 
Wikipedia while the non-profit 

Wikimedia Foundation 
supports it.



Wikimedia Philippines 
is a chapter of the Wikimedia 
Foundation serving Filipinos 

here and abroad.



These are the Wikimedia projects:
Wikipedia
Wiktionary
Wikiquote
Wikibooks
Wikisource
Wikispecies
Wikinews

Wikiversity
Wikimedia Commons

MediaWiki





X





Create a Wikipedia 
user account



An account allows you
Ø To create new articles or pages
Ø Upload images
Ø Rename pages
Ø To get access to special features such as My 

watchlist  
Ø To have identity and interact with others
Ø To become a trusted member
Ø To have more say in discussions



You can edit Wikipedia even 
without an account but your 
edits are assigned to your 

computer’s IP address.



It is easy to create an account 
and your not required to provide 

any personal information.



Steps

Ø Click Log in/create account, located at the 
top right side of the page

Ø Choose your username
Ø Select your password
Ø Click Create account



Video demo



Try it yourself!



Wikipedia’s user interface





Ways to contribute to Wikipedia



Ø WikiGnome
Ø Copyeditor
Ø Maintainer
Ø Illustrator
Ø Mediator
Ø Formatter
Ø Author



User page and My talk page



Maintaining a User page is a 
good way to build trust and 
provide authenticity to your 

edits.



Every account has a User page 
and a My talk page.



You can find the links for these 
pages at the top right of your 

browser.



Click Edit to write about 
yourself. Then click Save page 
at the bottom of the screen after 

writing.





My talk and Talk pages are 
places where other contributors 
can have messages for you and 

you can respond.



Every article has a Talk page.  
This page is used to 

communicate about the content 
of the article and to resolve 

conflicts.







Life of an article



It starts small and consists of a 
summary of the topic 

(overview), a statement that 
tells why it is notable, and a 
source outside Wikipedia.



This basic article is called a 
stub.



As other users add content to 
an article, it matures to a more 
detailed article that captures 
various perspective.  Active 

contributors might nominate the 
article for a peer review 

process.



Based on the feedback, the 
writers plan improvements 
through the Talk page of an 

article.



Finally, an article reaches a 
level where it is so well-written, 
sourced, and comprehensive, 

that only experts can add much 
value to it.  These articles might 
be designated as good articles.



A few articles could be 
recognized by Wikipedians as 
featured articles.  These high 

quality featued articles are 
displayed on the Wikipedia main 

page.
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Attributes of a quality article



Structure
Ø Providing a clear article structure helps 

readers find information and assists 
editors in keeping all aspects of a topic 
well organized.

Ø Most quality articles have the following 
structures:
Ø Lead section

Ø The body

Ø Appendices and footnotes



Content
Ø Many Wikipedians consider content the 

most important factor in judging an 
article’s quality.

Ø To ensure consitent quality, the Wikipedia 
community created these guidelines:
Ø Provide sources

Ø Neutral point of view

Ø No promotional content

Ø No original research



Community
Ø Wikipedia is freely licensed to the public. 

That means no editor owns an article.
Ø Everybody can join in the decision making 

process.
Ø For times when concensus is hard to 

reach, check out the various option 
available at Help > The Wikipedia 
community.





Create a new article



There are many topics that do 
not have an article on 

Wikipedia.  If you feel that a 
topic in your mind should 

genuinely included, consider 
creating the article yourself.



Search the article title.  If the 
article does not exist, you will 

see the article in red hyperlink.  
Click the hyperlink to start 

editing a new article.



Your article will get a good start, 
if you provide the following:

1. Summary of the topic
2. Reason why the topic is 

notable
3. Reference to a credible 

source about the topic



You can use a workspace or 
sandbox to practice your article 
until it has the three elements.



To create a sandbox: Go to your 
User page> Click Edit> Write 

[[User:<your username>/Sandbox]] > 
Save page > Click the link you just 

created.  Your now in your sandbox.



Try it yourself!
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Wikimedia Commons



Wikimedia Commons 
is a media file repository

 making available 
public domain and freely-licensed 

educational media content 
(images, sound and video clips) 

to everyone.



Free Knowledge and the World

Offline Wikipedia
Mobile Wikipedia (feedback, 

photos, sole source)
Wikimedia events such as Open 

Web Day



How you can help!

Share your content (not just text!)
Help us spread offline Wikipedia
Ask your local Wikimedia Philippines or 

local community (or the Foundation)!





Uploaded files are within scope only if they 
comply with all of the following conditions. Every 
file:

1. Must be a media file.
2. Must be of an allowable free file format.
3. Must be freely licensed or public domain.
4. Must be realistically useful for an 

educational purpose.
5. Must not contain only excluded 

educational content.



Contact Wikipedians:

Village pump
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Village_pump

Tambayan Philippines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_talk:Tambayan_Philippines

WP:TAMBAY  on the search page and then click Talk.

Tagalog Wikipedia Kapihan
http://tl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usapang_Wikipedia:Kapihan

WP:KAPE on the search page then click Usapan

 



Contact Wikimedia Philippines:

www.wikimedia.ph
info@wikimedia.org.ph

membership@wikimedia.org.ph
twitter@pinoywikipedia

fb.me/pinoywiki

My email:
jojit@wikimedia.org.ph

 



Questions?
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