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HEA~UARTERS IX CORPS 

APO 309 

15 December 1945 

At the direction of the Co~~nding General IX Corpl, a terrain 

reconnaissance and survey of Jnpanese dispositions was made during 

period 3 - 5 Deoember 1945 within the IX Corps Zone tor Operation 

Olympio (Majestio) on Southern Kyushu. 

The purpose of this mission was to determine the praoticability 

of FO 1, Hq IX Corps, 12 August 1945, and the conditions ot terrain 

which .ould haTe influenced the exeoution thereof. 

The findings of this study are contained herein. 

af!/<c~f/lJ~~ 

ALBERT A. HORNER .. Colonel, G. S. C. 
AC of S, G-3 
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I - SOURCES OF INFORllU.TIOH 


1. T.uforur.tion cont .:. incd i~ thi~ report was obtained from the 
following souroes: 

a~ Conversations with staff officers of the V A~phlbious 
Corps who had nade a partial reconnaissance of the area. 

b. Record ' of interviews with the Chief of Staff, 16th 
I 
. 

Area Ar,uy and staff' officers of the Japanese 40th and 57th Ar.nies. 

c. Ground reoon.~issance of the IX Corps zone of opera
tions inoluding interrogation of looal inhabitants. 

II - JAPANESE PLl.N OF OPERATIONS 

2. Intelligence. 

The Japane'se had antioipated American landings on Kyushu 
and had fonnulated general plans for defense of the Island. Four
teen divisions and five brigades were allocated for the defense of 
Kyushu. See Inolosure No.1. for disposition of troops in Sixth 
~~y Zone. If the invasion occu~red in 1945 it was expected that it 
would oocur about 1 l1ove,uber but that we would be capable of one 
landing only and that it would be made in the \Uyazaki Area, Ariake 
Wan or Fukiage Ham. Area, in that priority of selection. (Bote: 
The Fukiage Hama Area is about twenty miles south of the Kushikino 
Area designated for the landing of the V Amphibious Corps.) It the 
invasion did not occur unt~l ~946 it was expeoted in the ~kuoka 
Area to isolate Kyushu tr~n Honshu. 

3. Operational Plan. 

a. Air Defense • Special attack planes, 

'rbe invasion tle~t would first be attacked by the 
Japanese Ar.D.y and Naval Air Foroos using "Kamikaze'! tactios. For 
this ' tho Ar.11V and Na-vy each had from four to five thousand planes 
which would be oomnitted in waves of from three to four hundred 
planes at hourly intervals~ The Japanese ' estimated that one out ot 
four planes thus oo~uitte4 ~ould sink or da~age an allied ship. 

b. Naval Defenae - Speoial attaok units·. 

, The elements of the invasion fleet whioh survived the 
·K~QikaJea . attaoks would be ~et by human torpodo units and suioide 
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bO!1t sque.dro~s. Some of these craft had a ~nge (one way) of 170 
miles'. , It was ,e,stima.ted that thes-e weapons would flMOunt for as 
ma~ as two hundr-ed and fifty mor,e shi-ps. Practice runs fro.u 
Makurasaki had actually been made during July 1945. 

o. Beach Defense. 

(1) 	 All units ' assigned to beach defense were to hold 
to the la'st man•. counter-attacking in small local 
thrusts and using infiltration tacti~s. Up to 
501, of all person~el were assigned duties of making 
"close quarter attacks" against tanks, utilizing 
hand placed de~olition charges. Tank mines were 
not to be used extensively due to lack of material. 
Plans called for normal but not extensive use of 
mines to deny normal routes of approach to tanks. 

(2) 	 There was no plan for the construction of obstacles 
cr deliberate mine fields~ All ~uch installations 
were ,to be construoted hastily by engineers when 
the situation indicated that they were needed at 
a given poiut. Antitank guns and seU"propelled 
artillery Were to be used, but the primary defenHe 
against mechanized vehicles was to have been the 
use of hand placed charges by suioide troops. 

(3) 	 No withdrawal from beach positions was conte~plated 
and no defense of inland pOSitions on successive 
lines was planned. 

d. Use of Reserves. 

Reserve divisions would be moveJ, largely on foot. to 
critical areas as developed by the assault and employed in all 'out 
counter-attacks to drive the invasion forces off the beaches ,. 
TheRe large soale cou~ter'-attacks would occur within the first two 
week3. No oross island defense lines or defenses in depth were 
p'lanned. '!he back-bone of res iatance would be ooul.ter-attaoks. 

e. EstLnate of Alnerican Capabilities. 

The Japanese estLnated that it would have required at 
least two years for American forces to reaoh a l:lne roug'hly oor
responding to the northern lLnit of the .olympic (Majestio) Operation. 
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III JAPANESE ORDER OF BATTLE AND EQUIPaNT 

4~ Troops. 

a. General. 

The land defense of Kyushu was assigned to the 16th 
Area Army consisting of the 40th# 56th and 57th Ar~ies (groups which 
oorrespond to US corps). The 40th Army and 57th Army were assigned 
the defenae of South Kyushu; the 40th Army Zone extended west of 
Kagoshima Wan and south of the 32d parallel; the 57th Army Zone ran 
from Kagoshima Wan northeast as far as Nobeoka. The 56th Army Zone 
was the lowland area in Northwest Kyushu. See Inclosure No. 1 for 
the disposition of troopo in South Kyushu. 

b. 	 The tro~ps i n the IX Corps Landing Area were as follows: 

(1) 	 14Sth Infantry Divisiqn: This was one of the four 
·regfi"ient. dTvisior.s that 'the Japanese had designed 
as a specia i. defense unit for the home islands. 
The tactical employment of these divisions called 
for them to be plaoed along the strategic beaches 
of Japan with each division assigned the defense 
of a 12 kilometer front by using three regiments 
on line and one in reserve . The regi:nents on, 
line were designated as fixed forces equipped with 
field and coast artillery > anti-tank guns and fixed 
t urreted tank guns elnplaced as anti-boat weapons. 
The fourth reg i..nent was a highly mobile unit equip
ped almost exclusively with automatic weapona in
tended to be em,ployed as a reserve or counter 
attacking fo ~ce. Although this division had been 
activated only a few months, it was considered 
adequately trained for defensive warfare and as of 
15 August was in an assembly area in the vicinity 
of Ka",anabe~ 

(2) 	 l25th Independent Mixed Brigade: This unit was 
oonstituted from the 3d Knphibious Brigade of three 
battalions aug:nented by three infantry battaliona. 
The 3d Amphibious Brigade was oonsidered a well " 
trained outfit. As of 15 August the brigade had 
not ,!loved into its assigned del'ensive area. 

(3) 	 One Tank Brigade (le~~ one refi~ent) was assigned 
to the 45th Ar.ny and lntormat on reoeived indicated 
that" the Japanese contemplated using this unit in 
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the vicinity 'of J\v. Lllon-Dake. However, as of the 
date of' the surrender 65 of the tanks wer€ located 
at Shigeto:ni, north of Fagoahima, a.ud 9 of the 
tanks were ia the vicinity of Yu~akawa, east of 
;\nimo!l-Da ~ce • 

(4) 	 In addition to the above troops there were 2000 air 
corps and ZOOO ground troops nt Chi ran, and 1500 
navy troops of the 3Zd Specinl . ~.t(;ack Division 
(suicide ' unit) in various localities in and con
ti ~uous to the area aS ti igned to IX Corps. 

(5) 	 See Inclosure No.• 2 for the comp'iete troop list. 

5. Ar~s and Equipment. 

a. The l4Gth Divisio .l had 10';1, of its rifles, 703fo of its 
:nortars and lO~ of the regi .nent? l and battalion A'r Guns. Three of 
the infantry battalions ai' I;he 125th Independent Mixed Brigade had 
not reoeived their sma ll ar:ilS as ' 01' IS .August. l'''or large caliber 
weapons in this area see Inolosure No.3. 

b. 'The am.llunition supp l y on hand was esti:nated to be suf
ficient for 250 ro unds per a.nall ar,n and 500 rounds per larg,er caliber 
weapon. 

c. The motor traus ;.Jortation avail!l.':J le to the 40th AT.ny con
sisted of 136 truoks, 46 ar.nored cars I and 64 other vehioles. Over 
50~1, of the vehicles on hand were il.operativ.e due to lack of ,nain
tenanoe. Fuel supply on hai'ld wus low and resupply was definitely 
limited. 

d. The re vlere 45 planes e.nd an as sort:nent of bo:nbs on the 
Chirnn Ai rf i01d. The planes cOl!sisted of 43 fl;hters, 1 reconnais
sanoe pb ne :.n d 1 trainer c. ud were to be used &.s "K,.Jlikiaze" pl :;.nes. 
No planet " ~e re [.t Byu as this airfi (. ld had not been co.npleted. 

e. There were no suicid~ boats, .nines, torpedoes or 2 and 
5 !!lan submarines in this area a s of 15 August. 

IV - 'f ET{TtA L II IU:.COh~1. .ISSAl'/ CE 

6.. Do,niaant features. 

The IX Corps Beach(., s extending from T~i:.~ki to Ishigaki are 
dominated by KaiJllon-Dake on the right, Yahazu-Dake in the right 

\ oenter ~nd Ono-Dake on the left. Faicnon-Dake, 924 ~eters high, 1u 
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f.n extj.nct vololinh cone ; heavily wood<l d frOID. the upper lirrdt of 
cultivation to f).b'out th~ 700 ,uater line a nd bare rocl( to the 8WIIILi\. 

'e P.t the foot of tht; oone to'~ard. the, beaah a SAGli' a';:)out 500 yards 
wide extends to rng6ed lava cliffs ~nich rise fifty to sixty faet 
above thG w9.tel". Fire froJl thes i:;; cliffs would have enfiladed the 
whole length Qf Yellow Beaoh fro,ll th(; right, . Yellow Beach is 
equally dominated fr-oal the lG1't by the roOky hoadl,and of Yahazu
Dake wi1ioh als0 do:ninatoll Blue Bes ch fro.ll th.e. right~ ·. Ono-Dake is 
centere d about . 2'~ miles bohind Blue, Rod, and Green Beaches and 
overlooks all threo . Its lower slopes arc. t erraoed ~nd cultivat~d 
and its upper 8101'0 8 vary fro,u fc.irly hGQ.vy forest growth to barE; 
roqk. 

t ~ lle e.cll.e~ 

The beach npproaohes art; exoellent and tho estimated gradient 
would hC'.v\: pcr.nittod dry lc.ndings from L~.{s- ~nd possibly LSrs. A 
surf ~pproxim~te ly thr~e f ~0t hi~h was running on 5 Deoember. The 
benoh itself is of co:..rsc bl:>.ck s ",nd and rises quito shurply fx:-OIn 
the high wat~ r line. Extr~me diflioulty would h~ve beon oncountcrod 
in iBoving vehioles on tho beEl-ah c-Ad .'Auteing would havo bu~m necuasc.ry 
for nll who ~lcd traffic. Th~ sund beach vuri~s in width fro~ thirty 
to forty yards. Th~ be acn is buck~d by n sto0P bluff from twenty 
to forty f t,ot high. 'rhuN ur.; no exits froll th(; be:lch oth~r tiuln 
n::. rrow foot put'hs. Tho b.luff is cove red with :l thick growth of pine 
up to t .lrc... <:- f cc. t in di :J.llc~or I.:.tld on tho r o.1 r .slope by :.: d(lnso growth 
of underbrush. It 'Would h ';'V(;i r equired !l m:l jor engineor effort to 
cut through the bluff ~nd g~in ogress fro:u the bpuohc8~ Behind the 
bluf!' the.. ground drops to ::, low l ove l cultiv'lte;d nrot:, brokon up into 
smell fi e lds ~noloscd by ~Ab l~uonts ch~rnctc ri8tio of ric~ p~ddiel. 
Howove r I luost ure; used for dry gr:. ins o.nd V()geto.blus as suffioient 
~~t~ r is not cve il~bl~ for rioe cultivation ~xoopt behind GroGn und 
po.rt of Rod Boctohes. ~it from. Y",llow BC9.ch is the most tenaible 
dUE; to th0 proximit~ of the; co::,st .:.l roa.d,. ·na rrowe r oultiTutcd bolt 
nnd firmer gro"lnd. However, tho villngEi of 1)\fc;ki on th~ right ox
trcnity ~nd :l muto of '9mllcd h~no s extcnding ~. ll o. long the re: c. r of 
th() bluff' would hc.vc proscnt~d s(.rious obsto.clcs to ro:>.d construc
tion. Construction of exits :from Blue: BC ~l ch would hc.ve. bc-on lllndc 
difficult by the.. spur ridgos running down into tho cultiv~tcd low
1':"00 frOiu Yo.ho.zu-Do.ke on th(. right, th0 width of oultivc.t ~ d ::.. raa at 
this point (muoh . of whioh is terraced ' in stone) and the deep gully 
of the strea:u drainlng thr.-ou~h the left oenter of the beaoh. The 
area behind Red Beaoh is low, wet and .olosed on the right by a blind, 
stagnant drainage canal, . Green Beaoh is olosed by a deep, sluggish 
drainage canal. in rear of the coastal bluff,. which empties into the 
stream at the ~eft ' flank of the beaoh. The coastline west of Green 
Beaoh is of ragged lava rook precluding any landin~8. 

5 

RESTRICTED 

jennifer.otto1
Line

jennifer.otto1
Line

http:Yo.ho.zu-Do.ke
http:necuasc.ry


-------------

REST, R ICTED .... 

8. General Topography. 

• The Corps Beachhead Area is oharacterized by an intrioate 
pattern of ter.i."'aces extendi,ng fro!u the lowland behind the ooastal 
blufl to as high &11 the mountain .nasse8' as soil permits cultiva
tion. rho terrace e£bankuents are all reveted with stone and vary 
frolu three to five feet high. Most are overgrown with grass. 
Deep gullies, finger ridg~s, fo~thills, and oongested villages all 
contribute toward effectin~ strong natural defense works requiring 
little .nore than oocupation by troops ~nd e(llplacem.ent of weapons to 
:nake the area tl. fortress. 

9. Roads. 

There are no t~o-way roads in this area. All roads pass 
through defiles, over fills or are cut into precipitous slopes, wherQ 
construction of t wo-way passage 'llould require weeks of engineer offort. 
llone of the roads are. .let!.;!. l surf.:.oed and it is doubtful if they would 
have "'ithstood .nilitary traffic beyond the first rain. Bridges 
are what cO·J. ld be expeoted in an area ,of suoh ele!D.ontary roads; they 
are narrow and of low oapacity. -

10. Kai~on-Dake - Yahazu-Dake Corridor. 

Yollo" Beach is a·t'proxi,nately 2500 yards in length but 
egress fro.n the beach .ure.;!. is lLnit f-: d on the left to a narrow road ' 
cut into the preoipitous pro.nontory of Y~hazu-Dake and on the right 
to a narro'IfJ oorridor betwe~ n Kai:non-Dake and the southern spur of 
Yahazu-Dake . About on~ mile east of ~~ki tho corridor opens out into 
a cultivated and t~ rrQccd plat~uu. Severul isolatod hilla within 
t his pl.o.tec.u o. rea art: capuble of being organizod illto formidable 
strong points. Ikeda-ICo (lake), north. of the plateau. lies in a 
deep depression oharacteristic of an extinct volcanic orater~ A 
fairly good one-way road leads down to lake level. skirts the west 
shore and joins the road fro.£ Torigoe Tunael north of the lake. 
South aud east of the lake the mountains close in again with only a 
narrow exit to Kagoshiaa ~an at Yaaakawa. 

11. forigoe TUllUel Pass. 

Inland froin Blue i:: each theooastal road divides at the vil
lage of Ei where road junotion is critically oonstrioted by the vil
lage. ' The right rork leads up a narrow valley between Ono-Dake on 
the left ~nd the Yahazu-Dake Ridge on the right. The road is capable 
of sustaining one way traffic only and oannot be widened exoept by a 
major engineering effort. The valley is broken by spur ridges fran 
both sides and is terraoed to the upper limit of oultivation. 
Torigoe Tunnel at the top of the pass is about 90 yards long and 18 
feet wide. East of the tunnel the narrow road winds down the side of 
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the '1lountain to :aeet the road eo.1I.10s up troil Ikeda-Ko and then 
through narr.ow defiles to Miyasahaaa OA K.colhima Wan. 

12. Loto - Chiran Area. 

a. 1'h.e coastline from Ishigal<i to l4akurasakl is of ragged 
la~ r-ock. · Oeea.ional aa~row breaks in the coastline lead into 

.s~all secluded coves with sa~dy . beaches but too small and cqnstricted 
for landing an a.ttacking foroe. . These coves provide huvens for s,uei ll 
fishing boats and ~ight have .been used as hideouts for hostile 
suicide craft. Fro.1I. the ooast the ground risee gradua.lly and is 'oom
paratively open as far north a8 the Chir&n Airfield. It is broken 
by ravines, low hills and tho char·:.cteristic net work of terrace•• 

b. ~yu Airfield at Aoto was nover completed or used. Sev
er... l concrete floors indicate pld. l.ls for h!l.ngers f;~nd shops though no 
structures hud be~n erected and no structural materials wers present. 
Numerous airplL.nG bunkers, sOlne oompleted Elnd SOl"'~ undQr construction, 
indioated [~n Elxtensivc:. dispersal ", reu·. No puved runways exist. The 
field is sod tmd does not :')'Pl'e<.a. r to ha.ve been adequutely leveled for 
operutlontLl use. It is lElrge enough to ucco.llodn'to all type of dr
crc.ft, except possibly heuvy bOl1b£rs ~ if udequute 'runways 1'1ere pro
vided. 

c. Chirun Airfield w~8 used by the Japanese Qnd is ~llegcd 
to h:;.ve ('. cco.nod~te d ~t ono ti .10 , 200 llircrE;.ft, 2000 a ir troops nnd 
2000 ground troops. At the end of hostilities 46 plnn~s wero ~t the ' , 
fiold. WrooKuge of a 0proxiluutely that nunber i. now scattered around 
the; fi e ld. A large quantity of bo.ubs, rtlnging fro.n 35 to 100 kil 
ogro..n., ur~ at thE. field !\w:'.iting dvlltruction. The onG hc.ng~r .~nd 
s~v()r::\ l s.n'-1 U buildings l'TorG cOl1lplc tcly dostroyed by Qo,ubing. 'I'he 
field is sod, ' r.:. ppcJ.rod in good cQudition Ilnd !!I.dcquatc to t~lko ':.U 
types of cro.ft except v r;. ry htuvy bOillbers r.nd might t :.kc. thC'1l if run
ways 'Wore provided. 

13. E~st Co~st Aro~. 

The rond f.l long tho w~st coust of Kr4go.hi.u..'l V"':,n fro.a. YaLJl::..kc.w:.. 
to K:..goshi,n:: wr.s badly dGo.JU ~C,; d by th(; October typhoon. In plnco. tho 
seQ. 'Wc-ll had been 1'1~sh6d out by the. typhoon ::.nd the cx1stin~ rO.ld 11 
bc.rely pa.ssc.blc by n. 3/4 ton truck:. '!'he s (;upbne bese, ro t Ibusuki 
WIlS CQuplctoly d~!Ilolishod in ~n ~ir r~id ullaged to hnvG occurred 5 . 
}lay 1945. 

-
 14. St ~ltio Doferlsos. 


~. . Thol"(; is essorltL~ lly no (;vidcllO(; of militc.ry defcnsivQ 
prcpa. r !l.tiona in: this [;. rc:a. fhc det ::.. ils n?tcd £L re us follows. 
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(~) 	 Shallow trenches on the bluff about 40~ yards 
west of WaH ade,!uate for about one squad. 

(2) 	 Three exoavations on the low slope of Kai.non-Dake 
o~er-looking Yellow Beaoh. The one iuvestigated 
was a dugo ,~ 6 feet high, 8 feet wide and 20 feet 
deep shored up with tiJlber but apparently not oom
pleted as the rear end was caved in. There was no 
atte~pt at conoealment of ~he entranoe and oivilians 
in the area clai iled it vIas an air raid shelter. 

(3) 	 'livo caves, ju~t about water level. in the cliff at 
the left of Yellow Beach, which faced south across 
the seaward approach to the beach. One had a slit 
openi,ng about 8 inches high lu~d thr ee feet long... 

(4) 	 Two possible tox-holes in the bluff near the left 
end of Blue Beach. 

(5) 	 ~vo excavations high up on the southwest slope on 
Ono-Daks which were judzed to be pOlsible OP's. 
They_were at too high an altitude to be logical 
~un etllplace.llents.J 

(6) 	 Several tu~nels i~ the face of a bluff inside a 
ne.rro-,'I inlet about five .niles welt of Green Beach. 
A partially de;uo1ished concrete raillp led down the 
bluft to the ~ater ~nd 8eve~al sha+low exoavations 
were found at the top o~ the bluff. Civilians in 
the vioinity stated that ' a year ago about 100 
soldiers wer~ e.llployed in dig~ing installations. " 
They disclai aed a~ knowledbe of the purpose and no 
equip,nent was brought into the area. It is suspeoted 
that it ,lli ~ht hav~ been the beginning of a suioide 
bont base but aad obviously been abandoned before 
co~npletion. 

15. 	 See Inclosure No.4 ... Photograph Album. 

v - COi~CLUSIONS 

16. The IX Corps Estimate of th~ Situation, dated 10 August 1945, 
was ossentir~ lly corrt; ct. Kai.non-Dake, the dominant terrdn feature 
which oo.1Ulanded tho entire Corps Landing Lrea, ",as totally barren of 
defense installations and none had beon contemplat ~d by the Japanes6 
,t rmy. Ther~ was no indication of ?rcpared Japanese positions any
lIIharG in the Corps Zone of OtJerntions. _~ 11 Japanose units in the 

- 8 

R ;;:;S T R ICTED 

jennifer.otto1
Line

jennifer.otto1
Line



RESTRlc 'rED 
...- - - "- ..- - - -- ~ 

Corps Zone of Operations weT", 1.1 .:... sS(;.nbly ~rbe.s on 15 August 1945 
b.nd ~orc not to 1:;(, doployud u.'ltil 1 Ootober 1945. 'r.'lC survey dis
olosed th(;.t t he J£'.po.nElse Troops ",e r c pocrly r.r,u(;d and equipped, 
laoking smell o. r!lls, o.nd a:n.ilurlition th(;rElfor, olothia·g t:...nd food. Their 
co;1tnunice.tions wo re. wholly innd-.:.quat (;; whioh would ha.ve nocQssitated 
d(;centro.lizc.d operCttions by the smallor uuits. 

17. The lU£'.PS av~\ilo.blG for pl ::,-nning Olympio ( '!u jostio) Opera
tion v:oro surprisi~gly o. cmn.t.s in d(.t o. il. 

18. Su.nnurily, the soundn0ss of the Operation Pl '-ln IX Corps, 
dD.t0d 12 li.ubust 1945, wc,s co~U'irJlod. 
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Inclosure 
to Report of' 
IX Corps Zone 

146th Ini' Div: 
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No. 2 

R(;conua .issuncl) 


- Operation Oly:upic 


Li~.~ ot ,Japaoese Tz:o_o.£..~..!..n~X Corps Landing A~ 

Units No. of' Troops
I 

Headquarters 

421st In! Regt 

422d I!.Lf Regt 

42~d Ini' :tlegt 

424t,h In! Regt . 

28th Med .l"ld Arty Bn 

24th Bonbardl!lent b.rty 

146th Arty Bn 

146th AT Co 


. 146th Trr;;..p.sport~tion Co 

146th COi1l31unioations Co 

146th ArlllS - Sv Co 

l46th H9SP 


TO~L l46th rnt Piv 

' l25th Independen~ Mixed Brigade: 
Headquarters 
749th Independent lnt Bn 
750th Independe'nt ,Int Ba 
75lst Ind'ependent Int Bn 

./ 

752d ~ndependentInf Bn 
753d Ind~pendent Int Bn 
754th Independent Int Bn 
l25th Independent Cannon Co 
l25th ~ngr B~ _ 
125th Cd~nunications Co 
125·th Hygiene Co 

Arty Bn 

TOTAL l25th IMB 

*Tank Brigade (less l FRegt): 
Headquarters 
Tank Regt 
Machine Ca~on Unit 
Maintenance Tre.in 
Trans ;:>ortation.. Co ' 

. ~ 

( -) 

200 
1200 

500 
200 
150 

jennifer.otto1
Line

jennifer.otto1
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RES T RIC TED 

List of Japanese Troops in IX Corps Land:i,ng Area ( cont' d) 

Units No. of Tt"oops 

Air Corps Troops 2000
32d Special .t\ttack Division ( Navy) 1500 

'fOTAL TROOPS 29,976 

.. Not defihid.lly detf)r,uilled that this unit was to be in this area. 

t·-, 
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RES1'RldT~ ED' 
~ . - ..... - -  ~ - -:. - --

, Inclosure 1J6. ' 3 
to Report of Reoonnaissance 
IX Corps Zone -Operation Olyllipic. 

~<::-pon~ 

~. The fo.llowing 1f1eapl:lns ~ other tha.n, il:.dividua,l 
the;; liQ.nds of t .toops of 146th Infe~'ltry Dl.visJon and ,lZ5th 
.Mixed Brig;4de as of 15 AagQ.st 1945: ' 

Type' --
75'lll'!l :'.itn Guns 
41.1J..n AT Gun~ 
39111'n A'TGuns 
37m.:n AT Guns 
ffilG 
LiAG 
Mb' ~tal"i9 (up tQ 90rJiil} 
23C!1l 'How~ , 
150ilr HQw~ 
lOc:n 'Hoi-vS 
120m Guns 

l'YUlnber 

156 
14 
32 
27 

383 
8S6 

16 
. l; 

16 
2 
1 

2.. lor s6<.:.Coast detens'egunssee Inclosure No.1. 
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Inclosure l-1o~ ' 4 
To Report of Reconnnissa ace 
IX 'Corps Zone - Operation Olympic . 

I'hot:0grae~ _Alb~n-= ..:.)_~S$P·s Zor.s 

IiIDEX 

t~HO 'ro KO DESCRIP1'ION PAGE 

1 K..U j ON-DAKEj l00king "!est 1 

2 KU:J,{OH ~n~.KE , looking south 1 

:3 Kf.I;.(OH.. DAKE , ph oto t :::.ken frOJl yt;LLOW ·2 
B~~CH 

4 Promontory on right flEtnk Yl!;LLON BEACH 2 

5 Sha Eowt'renches on promontory on right -3 
f l ank YEW"Ow B~CH 

6 1]:AK1 VIIJ .• AGE - photo t nken froal rig~t 
flank YE.LLO,': i.lI!;.!:'Crl 3 

7 YELLen BBA CH - photo taken from pro
.notor'y o·il ri.ght f l?.nk 

4 

8 Right f lank YELLO"" BE.:.CH, looking in.land 4 

9 Top of .bluff behind right fln:nk YELLCPi 
BP,.J;. bH 

5 

10 '; YELLOW BEt.Cll. looking inl3.nd - photo 5 • 
taken 500 yards 'i'ro,:n right :f1nnlc of 
beaoh . 

· 11 Looking inland fron tOf of bluff behind 6 
1"£;LLO'1";' B!;:\ CH 

12 ' Center of' YELL011'; B}l;J.GH, lookin; i:lland 6 

13 - Exit fran oenter YBLLov.: BE:\ CH 7 

14 Looking i n l and fro~ll oe!~ter, of Y.:5LLcm 7 
BEACH 

15 YELLO') BE.:'.CH .... photo t aken fro,n left 8 
f lank of be2ch 

16 Left flank of YELLOT. BLl.CIl, looking in- 8 
l~nd 

17 . Proillontory between YGLL<Yi LND BLUE .• 9 
BEACHE$ 

left fl rlnk ot YELLan BE..~CH 

http:BE.:'.CH
http:B}l;J.GH
http:KU:J,{OH~n~.KE


PHOTO NO. DESCRIPTION 	 PAGE 


19 YELLCY'i BEACH, looking SSE - photo taken 10 
fro~ promontory ~bout 25 feet above 
water 

20 Looking northeast inland froll). YELLOFI 10 
BEACH '- p)'loto t~ken fro:n bluff belilnd 
beach ' 

21 	 Lo6kin(; east inlujld f t'om YE1,J...oy1 BDACIl" 11 
. photo taken fran bluff behlnd :beach 

22 Looking sOllthe,list inland frdm YtLLOl'I 11 
BEACH - photo taken from blUff behind 
beach 

23 Looking east along VjAKI.YA:4.i\'K~V.A road - 12 
photo taken i .nile east of v;AKI 

24 	 Town of KAUON-Df:..KE, lookin:g ~ast 12 

25 LooJdngaoutheast froiT!. town of KAlMON- 13 
, oAKE 

26 , Loold.ng ea:si; llolig route ot adia~oe ' of 13 
dght regLnetlt.' photo ta'kert fro:n road 
1 mile north ,of KAL\iON-DAKE 

27 'BLuE, RED ' and GREZN BBACHES. looking NNW ~ 14 
- photo taken fro,n promontory' between 
YE~LciI ' /(nd BLUE BEACiiES 

28 Promontory bet-,veen YELLO;; and BLUE ll1: 
BEACImS 

29 	 Rignt fbnk of BLUE BbJ~ CH. looking SSE 15 

30 KAIMON-DA~~ - photo taken fro~ 'right 15 
flank of BLUE BEACH 

31 	 Exit from :right flank of BLUE BEACH 16' 
" 

32 "::' Lookin~ inland from right' flank of BLUE 16 
BEACH 

33 	 BLUE BEACH - photo taken fro.n right flank 11 

34 	 Center ~f BLUE BEACH, looking inbnd 17 
~, . 

35 	 Te,rrain behind oenter of BLUE BEACH 18 
'.' 

36 " .~ ~'., ), Looking 'inland from beh},nd. cent,r of , ,18 
.. , 9HO-DAlu/ in theback~roUn4 

http:Loold.ng


PHOTO NO DESCRIP'l'ION 

. . 
37 	 . Looking to;'Iards oenter of BLUE BEACH 19 

(rom lOO : yards inland 

38 L9Ql~ing U{) valley inland from behind 19 
oenter of Bi,..UE BB!'~CH 

39 Lookin,~ tav;ards BLur; B:5ACH i'ro,u 75 yards 20 
inland 

40 Center 'of BLUE BK~~Crl. looking inland 20 

41 Lookin,;; inland f r Oill beh ind left flank 21 
of ELlIE BE[.CH - O£iO-DI :m in the back
gr ound 

42 L00kin~ west - photo ta~;: en 75 yards in 21 
l a nd left i'lank of BiJUE BEl...CH 

43 BLUE B1!i/.CH ... photo tac<en fro.n left t~ank 2? 
of beadh 

44 ~eft fl~Jl;;!.~ qil B.LUE B":&:~CH, looking inland 22 

45 Lookicg t(;)f~al'ds tQJqOO'E ·roml. .;., pn'cito 23 
ta.ken. 15 y~rd~ in'land tt-6,n left flank 

. BLllB BE.i~CJ! 

46 O~O..L;lArre .. photo t~lt,en inland fro.n left 23 
flank of BLUE BE-.OR 

47 RtlHad lea.<i,ing 11-0' TORIGJE. T6NNEi.. .. photo 24 . 
,taken 1 ;I\'i le east of 1\:t 

48 , . Terraoed hillside, looking northeast 24 

toward,s rORIG0l:: 'l'""uNl~EL 


49 ONO-n\ KE, .Jooking Nlqr'i - phototalcen trom. 25 

road to TORI GOE TUlHJEL 


·50 " BLUE, ·RED and GPJ!iJi.; l\; BEiCHES in the dis- 25 
tfHloe - ' photo taken / near western en
tranoe', of l'ORIGOE TUHNEL . 

51 TORIGOE TUNl-ffiL. eastentran08 .. height 26 
approxim.ate1y 18 feet; width 15 feet, 
length 270 feet 

IKED~~ ,..KO .]lnd K~.I.'liOl~. -D.id~E - ph'oto' t£.ken26 
. app~'oximately 200 ·yc..rds below east en-- ' 
trance to .TORIGOE TUNl~EL 

http:B1!i/.CH


PHOTO NO 

53 


54 


55 


·56 

57 


58 


59 


SO 


61 


62 


63 


64 


6:5 

~!Jl?TION. Pl\GE 


ijYest ed~e of IKEDA-KO with ILU"JON-DA;m 27 

in the background 


IKEDA-RO, looking southeast 27 

\ 

RED and ,_ GRESH 3i:lACHES ... photo taken from 28 

right flank of RED BEACH 


MAKURASAKI ' ''' photo taken fro(n road 1ead.l. 28 

.. ing into )'{AKUF.A$f~KI f ,rom. the east 


MAKUR4..SAKI. showing complete destruction 29 


Lookin~ ESE 'howards Kt".LtIOU ..Dt'.KE from 29 

,..t';.KURAS.~.=U 

Typical road in this t:.rea. 30 


ONO-D..\KE. looki ng northe!lst ... · photo taken 30 

fronl vicinity of BIU il..lREIELD 


CI1:IRA.~T l.IRFIEi.D 31 


wreaked planes on CHI?AN .~ IRFI~LD 31 


CIiIRl.i.'l AI~J:t'IE;ill showing; haIi;&t area 32 


JapD.ne'se bombs ut CRIR£\ N A IPJt~IELD 32 


He.ngnr at C;::LJ:r:Ai~ AIRFIELD with stocks 33 

of Japanese ur:ns. allhlll.mitfo..Q. 'und 

equipment ': 


Japunese. A;uphibious c ur - located at 33 

YM!AKAVil\ . 
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e 

e. 
3 - KAIMON.DAKE, photo taken from YELLOW BE.ItCH. 

e 


e 


4 - promontory on right flank YEL~ BEACH. 

- 2 



e 

.e 
5 - Shallow trenohes on promontory on right flank YELLOW BEACH. 

e 


e 


6 - WAKI VILLAGE - photo taken from right f!ank YELLOW BEACH. 

- 3 



e 


e 


r-l~~ 

7 - YELLOA BEACH - photo taken from promontory on right flank . 

e 


e 


8 - Right flank YELLO '. BEACH, looking i nl and. 

- 4 



e 


e 

9 - Top of bluff behind right flank YELL0~ BEACH. 

e 


e 

=..' 

10 - YELLC\f BEACH, looking inland - photo ta.ken 500 yards 
fro~ right flank of beach. 

- 5 



e 


e. 

11 - Looking inland from top ot bluft behind YELL~ BEACH. 

e 


e' 


12 - Center of YELLe".', BEACH. looking inland. 

- 6 
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e 


e 

15 - YBLLOW BE.\ Cff - photo taKen fro:n left l'.Lank of beach. 

·e 

e 

"\ 

.L6 - Left f.L&nk of YiLLC·, i BEt·CH, .Lookin5 inland . 

- 8 



e 

17 - Promontory between YELLOT\- AND BLUE BF.ACHES. 

e 


e 


18 - Emplacement left flank of YELLO~ BEACH. 

- 9 



e 


e 

19 - YELLOW BEkCa. looking SSE - photo taken froo pr~nontory 

about 25 feet above water. 

20 - Looking northeast inland fro~ YELLOW B~CH - photo 
taken from bluff behind beaoh. 

- 10 



e 


e 


e 


e 


21 - Looking east inland from YELLOW B~~CH - photo taken from 
bluff behind beaoh. 

7 
t 

22 - Looking southeast inland fro~ YELLOf. BEACH - photo
taken from bluff behind beaoh. 

• 11 



e 


e 

23 - Looking east along WAKI -YAMA.KA'flA road - photo taken i 

~ile east of V~Kl . 

e 


e 


24 - Town of Y~IMON-D~KE # looking east. 

- 12 



e 

25 - Looking southeast from town of KAlMON.DARE. 

e 


e 


26 - Looking east along ro~te of advanoe of right regi~ent 
photo taken rro~ road 1 mile north of KAIMON.DAKE. 

- 13 



e 


• 

27 - BLUE, RED, and GREE!~ BEACHES. lookin5 NNW - photo taken 

from prolDoJltory between YELL<Yi; and BLUE BEACHES. 

e 


28 - Pro;uontory between YELLO.; and BLlJF, B!':ACHES. 

- 14 
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29 - Right flank of BLOE B~~CH, looking SSE. 

e 


30 - Y.AIllON-D..'!.KE·- photo taken from right flank of BLUE BEACH. 

- 15 



e 

e 
31 - Exit from right flank of BLUE BEACH. 

.. 


e 


32 - Looking inland from right flank of BLUE BEACH. 

- 16 



e 

e 
33 - BLL~ BEACH - photo taken from right flank. 

e 
~ 

34 - Center of BLOE BEACH, looking inland. 

- 17 



e 


e 

35 - Terrain behind oenter of BLUE BEACH. 

e 

~ 

e 

36 - Looking inland fro~ behind center of BLu~ BEACH - ONO-DAKE 
in the background. 

- 18 



e 


e 

37 - Looking towards center of BLUE BEACH from 100 yards in

land . 

e 

e 

CR.38 - Looking up valley inland from behind 

- 19 



e 


e l 


39 - Looking towards BLUE BEACH from 75 yards inland. 

e 


e 


40 - Center of BLUE BEACH, looking inland. 

- 20 



e 


e 

41 - Lookil1g irlland fro:n behlrid left f J.ank of BLUB BEACH 

ONO-DARE in background. 

e 


e 


42 ... 	 Looking 1II8.t -;:holiotaJcell 75 vards inland from left 
flank 01' BJ.,Ue Bfo.ACH. 

. · 21 	 



e · 


e 
43 - BLUE BEACH - photo taken from left f!ank of beaoh. 

e 


, 

~ 


44 - Left flank of BLUE BEACH. looking inland. 

- 22 



e 


e 

45 - Looking towards TORIGOE TU!mEL - photo taken 75 yards 

inland from left flank BLUE BEACH. 

e 
. 

e 

46 - ONO-DAKE - photo taken inland fro~ left flank of BLUE 
BEACH. 

- 23 



e 


e 


.. 

47 - Road leading to TORlGOE TUN1~L - photo taken 1 
mile east of EI. 

e 

-

~8 - Terraoed hillside. looking northeast toward8 TO~IrrOE 

TUNNEL. 

- 24 - . 



e 


e 

49 - oNO-DAKE , looking NNW - photo taken from road to TORIGOE 

TUNt-.EL. 

e 


e 


,\, 

50 - BLUE, RED and GREEN BEACHES in the distance - photo 
taken near western entrance of TORIGOE TUNNEL. 

- 25 

http:TUNt-.EL


e 


e 

• 51 .. ~L. east entrance - height approx

feet, width 15 feet, length 270 feet. 

e 


-

52 - IKEDA..KO. and KAI1.tON-DAKE .. photo taken approxi!Jlately 

200 yards below east entrance to TORlOOE TUNNEL. 

- 26 .. 



e 


e 


e 


53 - West edge of IKEDA-KO with KAI~ON-~.KE in the 
background. 

'-'--'~<-- 

54 - IKEDA-KO, looking southeast. 

- 27 

http:KAI~ON-~.KE


e 


e 

56 - RED and GREEN B~~CijES - photo taken fro~ right flank 

of rED BEACH. 

e 


-

56 - ..1AKURASAiCI - photo taken fron road leadin6 into 

KURASAKI from the east • . 

- 28 
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59 - TYpioal road in this area . 

60 - ONO-DARE. looking northeast - photo taken f .rom vicinity 
of BYU AIRFIELD . 

- 30 
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65 - Hangar at CURAK AI ·'IbLD wi th stocks of Japanese arms. 
a~unition and equipment. 

e 


-

66 - Japanese a:nphibious car - l.,:c atad at 

- 33 
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