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TOUR, &e.

(" EPTEMBER the 8th, left Drummoland, Sir
Lucius rode with me through Clonmelly, to

the hill above Bunratty Caftle, for a view of the
‘Shannon. Clonmelly is a divifion of Drum-
line panfh, goo acres of Corkafs land in one
lot, which is cheap, at 30s. an acre. I went
into fome of the paftures, which were ftocked
with very fine bullocks, ‘at the rate of one
to. every acre. In this ncighbourhood, Mr.
Hickman has a clofe of 20 acres; which, when
in his own hands, fattened him 2 cows per
acre,-and in winter fed him 100 wethers, to
the improvement of 0s. each. The profit by
the cows was 4l. and by the théep 11 r10s. per
acre: in all 5. gs. I had this faét from his
own mouth. The richnefs of thefe corcafles,
which are flat lands on the river fide, that have
been gained at different times from the falt
water, is very great. + When in tillage, they
fometimes yield extraordinary crops; 5o ftat
barrels an acre of bere have been known, fix-
teen of barley, and from 20 to 24 of cats are
Vor. IL A common
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common crops. From Clonmelly Hill, the
profpect is very noble. There is a view of the
Shannon from Limerick to Foynes Ifland, which
is 30 miles, with all its bays, bends, iflands,
and fertile thores. It is from one to three miles
broad, a moft noble river, deferving regal na-
vies for its crnament, or what are better, fleets
of merchantmen, the chearful figns of far ex-
tended commerce, inftead of a few miferable
fithing-boats, the only canvafs that fwelled up-
on the fcene: but the want of commerce in
her ports is the misfortune, not ‘the fault of
Ireland. Thanks for the deficiency to that illi-
beral fpirit of trading jealoufy, which has at
times actuated and difgraced fo many nations.
The profpeét has a noble outline in the bold
mountains of Tipperary, Cork, Limerick, and
Kerry. The whole view magnificent.

. At the foot of this hill is the caftle of Bun-
ratty, a very large edifice, the feat of “the
O’Brien’s, princes of Thomond; it ftands on
the bank of a river, which fallsinto the Shan--
pon near it.. About this caftle, and that of
Rofmanagher, the land is the beft in the coun-
ty of Clare; it is worth 1l. 13s. an acre, and
fats a bullock per acre in fummer, - befides
winter feed. ‘ ‘ :

To Limérick, through a chearful country,
on the banks of the river, in a vale furround-
ed by diftant mountains. That city:is very
finely fituated, partly on an ifland formed by
the Shannon.  The new part, called Newtown

: v i Pery,
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Pery, from Mr. Pery, the fpeaker, who owns
a confiderable part of the city, and reprefents
it in parliament, is well built. The houfes
are new ones, of brick, large and in right
lines. There is a communication -with the
reft of the town by a handfome bridge of three
large arches, erefted at Mr. Pery’s expenfe.
Here are docks, quays, and a cuftom-houfe,
which is a good building, faces the river, and
on the oppofite banks is a large quadrangular
one, the houfe of induftry. This part of Li-
merick is very chearful and agreeable, and
carries all the marks of a flourithing place.

The exports of this port are beef, pork,
butter, hides, and rape-feed. The imports
are rum, fugar, timber, tobacco, wines, coals,
bark, falt, &c. The cuftoms and excife, about
16 years ago, amounted to.16,000l. at prefent
32,000l. and rather more four or five years ago.

Whole revenue 1751——/.16,000
L1775 51,000

Revenue of the port of Limerick, year ending

March 25 1759 - - .20

3 2494
1760 - - 0 29,197

1761 - - 20,727

176 < - - - 20,650

1763 2 = 20,525

1764 - . - 32,635

1765 % 31,099

Com. Four. wl. 14. p. y1.

A2 Account
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Account of duties paid on goods imported and exs
: ported in Limerick. ;

Years. Imports. Exports.
1764  £.19,86y 15 9  f.2195 6 7
1765 21,332 4 8 1964 § 2
1766 16,729 8§ 2 1815 11 8
1767 16,316 10 © 2365 4 4
1768 16,571 12 8 2229 17 2
1769 465237 120 1855 o §
1790 22,138 0 4 1941 3 8
¥771 R Xoiih T Lot Y A
1772 22,003 2 O 3046 11 16
1773 20,606 15 7 2282 1 7
1774 17,317 © ¢ 2150 13 9 .
1775 16,979 10 6 2647 5 9

Salted, laft year, 43,700 pigs; average 1:1b.
Horned cattle (of which many were cows)
12,200. 'The number of bullocks killed here
in a year amounts to 13,000; increafed pretty
confiderably in twenty years. They have been
falting pigs all furmer. Pork now 2gs. 3d.
per cwt. was only 12s. feven years ago. The
value of bullocks hides are on an average 3ss.
Cows 24s. per cwt. Butter exported in catks,
from two to three cwt. each, now 44s.a cwt. 6
years ago only 25s. The fhipping belonging to
the town, 1 of 120 tons.

150
, 150 to 250
140
96
50
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but not increafed. A good. deal of rape feed
fhipped off for Holland, and one hundred tons
of rape cakes to Wells and Lynn in Norfolk,
at 4o0s. aton. Till this laft year at 25s. a ton:
Many thoufand loads of dung thrown into the
Shannon, both in the town and many places
along the river. - Within five or fix years they
have taken fome away, but notmuch, Town
parks let at 41, 4s. to si. for ten miles every
way the rent is 25s, to 30s. Much flour goes
to Dublin from this county and Tipperary on
the land-carriage bounty. There 1s a great
increafe of tillage : thrice the corn grown that
there was formerly: There has been much
pafturage broken up on this dccqunt; fome
bullock land, and fome fheep land, Great
quantities of butter made within a few miles
of Limerick. Scarce any {pinning here, or in
the neighbourhood, either of wool or flax.
The poor live upon potatoes and milk, ‘gene-
rally fpeaking, with fome oatmeal.  They do
not all keep cows ; thofe who do not, buy, and
pay 1d. for three quarts of fkim milk: The
rent of their cabbins and one-fourth of an
acre 15s. to 2os. build them themfelves. They
are in a better fituation in moft refpeéts than
twenty years ago. Pigs are much increafed,
chiefly or entirely bred by the cottars, and the
high price has been of prodigious canfequence
tothem. They are much better clad than they
were. Date their increafe of this from-the
open cattle trade to England. Population has
much increafed within twenty years, and the
¢ity alfo, but was more populous fix years 1ago

: than,
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than at prefent. Emigrations were known
from hence; two fhips went commonly till
the war. - Between 1740and 1750, there were
only four carriages in and about Limerick, the
Bifhop’s, the Dean’s, and one other Clergy-
man’s, and one neighbouring Gentleman’s.
Four years ago there were above feventy coaches
and poft-chaifes in Limerick, and one mile
round-it. In Limerick diftri¢t, now 183 four
wheeled carriages; 115 two wheeled ditto.

Price of Provifions.

‘Wheat, 1s. 1d. a ftonet, Wild ducks, 2ed, to 2s.'a

Barley and oats, 5d3, to €d. couple

Scotch coals, 18s. White- - Plover, 6d. a couple.
haven, 2:s. - Widgeon, 1od. ditto.

A boat load of turf, 20 tons, Hares, 1s. each, commonly
455, fold all the year round

Salmon, three halfpence Woodcocks, 2ed. to2s. 2d.

Trout, 2d. very fine, perlb. a brace

Eels, 2d. a pound Oyfters, 4d, to 15, a 100

Rabbits, §d. a pound Lobfters, 1s. to 1s, 6d. if

Teal, 10d, a couple, good.

Land fells at twenty years purchale. Rents
were at the higheft in 1763, fell fince, but in
four years have fallen 8s. to 10s. an acre about
Limerick. They are at a ftand at prefent,
owing to the high price of  provifions from
pafture. The number of people in Limerick,
are computed at 32,000, it-is exceeding popu-
lous for the fize; the chief ftreet quite crowd-
ed ; many fedan chairs in town, and fome
hackney-chaifes.  Affemblies the year round,

m
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in‘a new affembly-houfe, “built for the pur-
pofe ; and plays and concerts common.

Upon the whole, Limerick muft be a very
gay place, but when the ufual number of
troops are in town, much more fo. To thew
the géneral expenfes of living, I was told of a
perfon’s keeping acarriage, four horfes, three
men, three maids, a good table, a wife, three
children, and a nurfe, and all for sool. a
year. :

L s d f.7s, d.
A footman, o i-sleriihag colintdss 63, 646l
A profefled woman cook —_ 6 6 o
A houfe-maiu — —_— oo
A Kkitchen maid —_ - 2 e 0
Abutler, — — 100" 0 to 12 0 O

A _barrel of beef or pork, 200lb. weight.
Veflels of 400 tons can come up with {pring
tides, which rife 14 feet. :

September gth, to Caftle Oliver; various
country, not fo rich to-appearance as the cor-
cafles, being fed bare : much hilly theep-walk,
and for a confiderable way, a full third of it
potatoes and corn: no fign of depopulation.
Juft before I got to the hills, a field of rag-
wort (fenefio jecobwea) buried the cows. The
firft view of Caftle Oliver interefting. After
rifing a mountain fo high that no one could
think of any houfe, you come in view of a
vgle, quite filled with fine woods, fields mar-
gined with trees, and hedge plantations climb-

. ing
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ing up the mountains. Having engaged my-
felf to Mr. Oliver, to return from Killarney
by his houfe, as he was confined fo Limerick
by the affizes, 1 fhall omit iaymg any thmg of
it at prefent.

September 1oth, reached. Annfgrove, the
feat of Richard Aldworth, Efq; to: whom I
am obliged for the followmg particulars.
Farms about Annfgrove, in the pan{h of Caftle
Town Roche, rifefrom 5o acres to 200, a-few
fmaller. It abounds exceedingly with land job-
bers, who have hired large tratts, and re-let
them to tenants, and thofe to under ones, but
gentlemen are getting out of this fyftem now.
No graziers here; -the rents are made by til-
lage and fheep, and a few dairies ; the foil is
all lime-ftone, much fine hazel loam, from 4
to 18 inches deep. A hill runs through this
country, which is wet woodeock clay. " It lets
in general from 7s. to>22s.’ plantation acre,
average 15s.  The barony: of Orrery in this
county (Cork) is as rich as leCﬂCk lets
from 25s. to 35s. an acre. . The next in Fer-
moy 13s. Duhallow has much mountains and
unimproved; vaft tractsof it heath,  but rears
at prefent great numbers of young caLtle and
many dairies, average:rent 7s. Condons and
Clangibon 13s. Imokilly, a very fine corn

country.  Barrymore, rough, 7s.  Barrets
mountains, with bog, 4s. ‘Mutherry,’ rough
and uncultwated 4s. Kinalea yields more corm
than any of them lets at 145. the Englifh acre.
The baronies of Kerrycurihy and Courcy’s
upor: the coaft are all high Iet, from fituation,

10s. the
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jos the Enghfh acre. In Carbery, there are
great quammes of wild country, and much
uncultivated ;' provifions are _extravagantly
cheap, from want of communications. The
whole county, upon an average, 7s. The
courfe of crops about Annfgrove z

1. Potatoes, 2. \Vheat 3 Oats. 4. Oats,
5. Oats. 6. Oats, 7. Leave it for thlee years,

1. Potatoes. 2. Bere. 3., Qats. 4. Oats,
5. Oats.. 6. Oats, 7. Leave it for three or
four years, ’ ' '

Flax fown in patches upon lay, and fome.
fimes after potatoes. Potatoes they plant in a
moft flovenly manner, leavin the {mall ones
in the ground of the firft crop, in order to be
feed for the fecond, by which means they are
not {liced: fometlmes a f{harp froft catches
them, and deftroys all thefe roots, They plant
many on grafs without dung, on the rich land,
and pay 25s. to 5os. an acre for liberty to do
it.  Of wheat they fow.20 ftone per acre, and
get on an average 7 barrels. They feldom
fow it till February ; they. think the firft dark
nights in that month the beft feed time in the
year. But it is in fact owing to their taking
their potatoes up fo late, which they do not
begin till near Ciriftmas. Some, however, are
carher, and get their wheat in in November
and December. - They fow, of oats, a kilder-
kin, or 4 bufhels of 32 gallons. Neither
peafc beans, nor rape in the country, but tur-
nips and clover are creeping in among gentle-

men.
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men. Flax is fown by every body for their own
ufe, which they fpin, and get woven into linen
for themfelves, and what they have to fpare,
fell in yarn. There are very few ‘of  thefe
weavers. .

Lime is the great manure; they lay 100
common barrels to the acre, lafts feven or eight
good crops, and leaves' the ground the better
for it ; but their principle is to exhauft as faft
as poffible in confequence of liming. It cofts
them 8d. a barrel roach. Burn with culm
from the coal pits in the barony of Duhallow.
This coal is only ufed for drying malt, fmiths
forges, &c. but'not for common fuel. ‘They
have alfo a very rich manure, which is rotten
hie-ftone, as they call it. It'is a rock, and
rifes very hard, like a lime-flone quarry,
but when expofed to the air, falls into fand ;
it has a ftrong fermentation with acids, and
gives greatcrops: they do not, however, carry
it above a mile and half. Paring and burning
they are very fond of for potatoes, and fome-
times for bere, but the landlords prevent the
practice. They get very great crops by it, and
do it to chufe on wafte lands; pare with an
inftrument they call a graffane, and the huf-
bandry they call graffaming and burning. ‘It is
a very {trong hoe with which they cut up the
turf, rolling it up with their foot as they do it,
and leaving it to dry in order to burn. ~ They
doit 1n March or April for their potatoe plant-
ing; and though it ‘makes them very late, yet
the crops never fail, Soot is thrown away, and

' in
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in general malt duft, as they do not fcreen their
malt. The fences of common farmers "are
making banks, and fowing furze feed. Grafs
lands are applied to feeding fheep and cows.
Their fheep fyftem is that of breeding. They
keep their lambs till they are two year old we-
thers, and then fell them to thofe' who fatten
near the coaft. Thefe they fell at.11s. to 18s.
each; and they cull fome ewes “every year,
which the butchers buy at 14s. or 15s. They
fheer generally 'on an average 4lb. wool,
which fells 13s. to 19s. 6d a ftone, at which
amazing price fome was fold this year.” The
cottars have all {heep, which they milk for their
families. 'The poor people reckon their cattle
by collops, that is proportions. The heavieft
collop 1s fix theep, the nextis a horfe; the next’
two heifers, and laftly the cow.  Flocks rife to
500 fheep; no folding.  Dairies are eon-
fiderable. They rife from 20 to 50 cows, are’
employed in making butter only; in fome
parts of the county they make very good cheefe.
An acre and a quarter maintains a cow in
fummer and winter grafs and hay. The far-
mer generally lets them out to dairymen, at 2}.
a cow, and a guinea for horn money ; the 40s.
is for the butter, and the guinea for the other
produce, four milk, pigs, and calf. But fome-
times the rent isin butter a hundred weight per
cow delivered in Cork, and the guinea is m cafh.
The produce is not much more than this
cwt. of butter; for the dairyman’s profit lies
principally in having the grafs of a cow,. an
acre of ground, and a cabbin and garden, and

' they



j2 ANNSGROVE.

they are generally very poor. They rear many
pigs on account of the dairies, about a pig:to
every cow, and a calf to every two cows, which
they feed on four milk, giving them no new
milk. They are attentive to have their cows
calve in-May. The tillage of the’ farmers is
all done by horfes; that of the gentlemen by
oxen, Four horfes and three men ta every
plough, one to drive, one to hold, and anothey
with a pole, bearing on the beam to keep it in
the ground ; but they do an acre a day, by
means of leaying a great fpace untouched in
the middle of each land, where they begin by
lapping the fods to meet. To joo acres of
tillage they keep about fix horfes ;' they make
up their teams, borrowing of ' one another.
The chaff is thrown away as every where elfe.
Hire of a car and horfe, and driver, 1s. 6d..a
day. Price of carriage a :d. per cwt. a mile.
In hiring farms, they will manage to take roa
acres without 100 pence. They will doit with-
out teams or cattle, or any thing ; by re-letting
the land for potatoes, grafs for cows, &c. and
if a fellow gets 51 by a 100 acres, heis very
well fatistied.  Land fells at 20 years purchafe.
Rents, at prefent, at a ftand ; rather upon the
rife, owing to the price of butter; they fell
3s. 6d.inn the pound in 1772'and 3. '‘Tythes
are compounded. - Wheat pays 8s. the Englith
acre @ fome 6s.  Barley and Bere 6s.: Potatoes
6s. Mowing ground 2s. Sheep'3d. Lambs:2d,
Cows 2d. ~ Leafes are generally 131 years, i op
three lives, or for ever. ' ¥

The poor people in general occupy from 1o
to 15 acres ; but the moft common way is
hiring
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hiring in partnerfhip in rundale ; and they
have changedale alfo. Moft of them have only
a cabbin and a cabbage gardén, and the fize is
ufually enough for 100 plants; apd their rent
for it zos: 1n this cafe they pdy their neigh-
bour for the grafs of their cow; but I was
forry to find that fome of them have no cows.
They live the year through upon potatoes, and
for half the year have nothing but water with
them. They haveall a pig, and fome of them
feveral, but kill one for themfelves at Chrift-!
mas,  Their circumftances are very generally
better than twenty years ago, elpecially in
cloathing, but in food no great difference.
Spinning is the general bufinefs of the women:
they fpin infinitely more wool than flax. Al
the poor keep a collop of theep; as foon as the
lamb 1s fit to kill, they fell it, except enough
to keep up the ftock, in order to have the milk.
In thelittle towns of Donneraile, Mitchelftown,
Mallow, Kilworth, Kanturk, and Newmarket,
are clothiers, who buy up.the wool, employ
combers in their houfes, who make confidera-
ble wages, and when combed, they have a day
fixed for the poor to come and takeit, in order
to {pin it into worfted, and pay them by the
ball, by which they earn one penny three
farthings to two-pence a day. The clothier
exports this worfted from Cork to Briftol and
Norwich. Of late they have worked a good
deal of it into ferges, which are fent to Dublin
by land-carriage, and from thence to the North,
from whencé it is {muggled into England by
way of Scotland. ' The poor people’s wool is
' worked
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worked into frizes for the ufe of the men. The
weavers who work thefe frizes and ferges live
about the country in the cabbins. Immenfe
quantities of raw wool are fent to Cork from
all parts; 500 cars have been feen in a line;
and it is fuppofed to be fent in large quanti-
ties to France. -+ No emigrations.  All the poor
people are Roman Catholics, and among them
are the defcendants of the old families who once
poffeffed the country, of which they ftill pre-
ferve the full memory, infomuch, that a gen-
tleman’s labourer will regularly leave to his
fon, by will, his mafter’s eftate,

Ireland has very few fuch farmers as Mr.
Aldworth; for above 600 acres in tillage is fuch
a bufinefs as I have no where met with. In
his improvements, turnips formed a confider-
able article; in the year 1772 he began with
them, one acre: in 1774 he had two acres: in
1775, five acres: and this year, eight. - Hehas
always hoed them, but not yet in any perfec-
tion, though improving. He fed them on the
land with theep hurdles; they were chiefly fat
wethers, and the benefit he found very great;
being able, by no other means, to keep them
fat, which the turnips did in great perfection.
He alfo carted fome off for ftall-feeding bullocks
and cows, which anfwered perfeétly well. A
very great advantage he found from turnips in
the barley which fucceeded, being incomparably
better than after any other preparation. Mr.
Aldworth is, upon the whole, fo well perfuaded”
of the advantage of the culture, that he is de-

termined
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termined to increafe the quantity every year, till
he gets a fourth part of his farm under them.
The effet of lime was never difplayed in a
clearer mannerthan upon Mr. Aldworth’s farm.
‘The foil, I thould obferve, is a loam and brick
clay, on a rock of lime-ftone, from nine inches
to three feet deep on it; but what is remark-
able, all the loofe furface ftones are grit, and
all the quarries lime-ftone. Upon this foil he
has found the benefit furprifingly great: where
he limes he gets very good crops; and where
he does not he can get no crops atall. In my
life I never faw this clearer difplayed than in
two of his fields this year, one wheat and the
other barley; in each there was about an acre
not limed, but all the reft had 100 barrels an
acre; the parts limed had a very fine crop, but
thofe two fpots a wretched one ; literally {peak-
ing, not worth mowing; and another {maller
patch in the barley field the fame ; the crop ex-
cellent to an inch where the lime was laid, and
immediately adjoining nothing but weeds. Ano-
ther experiment, fhewing the great efficacy of
it, was a comparifon he made of it with the
theep fold; he folded part without liming ina
field, the reft of which was limed, and the fu-
periority of the latter part was very great. Mr.
Aldworth {preads it on his fallows for wheat,
and on his potatoe-land for barley. 1Itis to be
noted that this land was never limed 'before.,
Upon another part of his farm which had been,
limed, he does not find the benefit to be equal.
He burns his lime in both running and ftand-
ing kilns; in the former with culm, and the

expenfe
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expenfe to him is 8d. a’ barrel roach. In thé
ftanding kilns he burns without breaking the
ftones, 1500 barrels ata time with faggots, and
in this way it is 6d. a barrel. Thefe kilns, he
remarks, fhould be built with very great ftrength,
or the extreme heat of the fire burfts the ma-
fonry. His liming has been ‘upon fo extenfive
a fcale, that laft ‘year he had feven kilns burn-
ing, two of them ftanding ones, and burned in
allabove 10,000 barrels, and as much this year,
all for manuring hisown farm. Mr. Aldworth
has erefied a bolting-mill which will grind gooo
barrels of wheat, and it is curious to obferve
the effett of it as a newly-eftablifhed market :
the firft year he ground 1100 barrels, being all
he could get ; the next year, the prefent, it will
be 5000.. He has alfo taken pains to improve
the breed of fheep, by buying Englith ewes.
The fame attention he has given to fwine and
various other articles. . Reynold’s turnip-cab-
bage he has planted two years for late feeding
of theep in the fpring : he finds them of excel-
lent ufe, and is determined never to be without
them. Hebegan to plant hops in 1772 upon
half an acre of land, a fine rich red loam a
yard deep; they fucceeded perfectly well; and
the fecond year yielded 8 cwt. the half acre of
as.good hops as ever he met. In 1773 headded
two acres: in 1775 he planted another acre:
laft year the crop failed, not getting above 3 or
4 cwt. This year he has a very good appear-
ance. Has not found the climate at all againft
them; and is clear that it may be a very advan-
tageous branch of culture. He, however, re-
3 marked,
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marked, that they are not fo ftrong as Englith
hops, owing, perhaps, to want of experience in
drying, &c. He manures them every third
year. Mr. Aldworth is the only perfon in this
country.that folds his fheep; he finds the prac-
tice very ufeful, but not equal, as obfcrved
before, to lime.

September 11th, accompanied Mr. Aldworth
and tamily to his neighbour Mr. Hyde’s, on
the banks of the Black Water, which are very
chearful, and many of the views fine, particu-
larly from the yard, of a new church on the.
river : pafs many large woods in fight. . Mr.
Hyde’s is a place entirely of his own forming.
The lawn before the houfe has a very pleafing
inequality of furface, and the whole fcenery
well improved and cheerful. : ;

It was with regret I left fo agreeable and li-
beral a family as that of Annfgrove, nor fhould
I forget to mention that every thing about the
place had a much nearer refemblance to an
Englith than an Irith refidence, where fo many
Jine places want neatnefs, and where, after great
expenfe, {o little is found complere. Mrs. Ald-
worth has ornamented a beautiful glen, which
winds behind the houfe, in a manner that does
honour to her tafte; fhe has traced her paths
fo as to command all the beauties of rock,
wood, and a fweet river which glides beneath
both: itis a moft agreeable fcenery.

Vor. 1L B September
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September 12th, to Doneraile, with Mr. Ald-
worth. In our way called on a woollen manu-
fatturer, Mr. Hannam, at Kilbrack, who gave
me the following paiticulars of the trade. It
confifts in buying the wool about the country,
and combing it upon their own account. The
combers earn 10s. a week, or 4o balls at 3d.
The fleeces he buys weighs 5ib. on an average.
To every 22 ftone of rough fleece there are 3
ftone of fhort, coarfe, and wafte; 2 ftone of the
3 are worth 1os. a ftone, for coarfe works,
trizes, &c. the third ftone 13s. 4d. The re-
maining 19 {tone of combing wool give 8 balls
each of 24 ounces. 'To each ftone there isone
pound and three quarters of pinions of fhort
wool that comes out in the combing. Thefe
balls are given to women to fpin, and 9d. a ball
is paid them for it ; a woman can fpin the balls
in two days and a half if fhe fticks to itall day;
in three days and do trifles befides. Then the
worfted, in {kains twelve to the ball, is fent to
Corke or Limerick for exportation. Not above
one-fixth part, to his knowledge, is woven at
home. Employs feven weavers making ferges.
Forty-four beer ferges fell at 1s. 2d. a yard; is
29 inches broad, and the pieces 136 yards long.
Pays two-pence halfpsnny a yard for weaving,
and a man weaves eight in a day; he weaves
a piece in three weeks, and lofes one day in
that time in preparing his loom. The Con-
naught wool he preters; it'is of a middling
length, and a fine ftaple: finds that the fhort
wool is the fineft. At Charleville there are
thirty looms in it. The ferges are all fent to

Dublin |
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Dublin to a fator, who fells them at sl. per
cent. commiffion. Are in general fent to Scot-
land. The demand for them is better than it
was: it has been improving for three years.
But the prices of both ferges and worfted have
not rifen proportionally to that of wool.

An eftimate of the cloathing trade.

20 combers would comb in a year so00 ftone
of wool at 16s. per ftone - - 4000 © ©
The faid combers would comb 8-0 balls a
week, at 3d. per ball, comes to 10l. in
the year = - - - 520 o e
300 women and girls tofpin the above, and which
would be the advantage of the clothier,
to form into three houfes or faftories of
100 each ; their hire, at gd.a ball, comes
to - - - - - 1560 0 ©
60 weavers would weave up the faid worfted,
at 8d. eacha day, 241, a week, the year 1248 o @
50 little boys and girls employed in faid weav-
ing, at 3d. a day each, comes to 3l. 15s.

per week, in the year - - - 195 0 0

i3
Oil and foapwould coft intheyear - 368 o ¢
Carriage of wool, woollen goods, &c. - 100 o ©
Sorting wool, wathing it, &c. - - 8 o0 o
8o7r o o
The year’s profit I fuppofe to be - 35 o o

The yearly fum brought into the country

where fuch trade is carriedon - - £.8421 ¢ o

B2 A very
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A very important information is to be drawn
from this eftimate, which is the proportion of
labour to the wool in this manufactory.

Wool, at 16s. - = - 4000
Combing - - - 520‘
Spinning - - - 1560
Weaving - - - 1443
Sorting and carriage = - 180
Labouor - - - 3703
Oil'and foap - - - 368
£-8073

———
-

Hence therefore it appears that wool at 16s.
labour and drugs equal it, and that labour
alone is as nihe one-fourth to ten.

Let 'me not forget here to remark, that the
country, within two or three miles of Done-
raile, ranks among the beft I have feen in Ire-
land ; it 1s varied, much improved, well wood-
ed, and very chearful.

To Lord Doneraile’s, to whom I am indebt-
ed fora variety of ufeful intelligence; the fitu-
ation of his houfe is on a beautiful rifing
ground, which flopes down to a winding vale,
in which is a {fmall river, accompanied by wood;
from this river, on the other fide, the grounds
(all lawn) rife very boldly, and are entirely
margined with wood : from the higher grounﬁs
’ the
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the view of the houfe and park is fine, efpeci=
ally at the gate which opens to Kilbrack, there
the houfe is feen furrounded by very noble’
woods and a great variety of cultivated in-
clofures intermixed with fields and thickly-
planted hedges: the whole fcene fo pleafing,
that it appeared to full advahtage, though I -
had rode to it through a beautiful and even- -
dreffed country in part of the way from Annf-
grove. - Near the houfe is a thrubbery, through
which there are paths that lead to different parts
of the farm, through new plantations, and in
particular to a cottage, from whence there isa
fine wooded feene, with the park lawn rifing
above it, {cattered with fingle trees, and bound-
ed by a margin of wood ; the whole backed by
diftant mountains. The plantations and im-
provements which lead to and furround this
cottage are the work of Lady Doneraile, and
do credit to her tafte.

Refpecting his Lordfhip’s hufbandry the fol-
lowing particulars deferve the attention of the
reader. Three years ago he procured ewes from
Leicefterfhire, in order to improve the breed.
.The ‘fheep which were here before took three!
to a ftone of wool, but now only two, and the
wool is to the full as good as ever ; and he finds
that they are much more thriving and advan-
tageous to keep, and eafier fed than the fheep
of the country: fheep, his Lordfhip finds the
moft advantageous ftock of all “others: he
keeps fix to the acre winter and fummer. This

he finds much more profitable than keeping
. cows
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cows or fat cattle. Has tried many breeds of
cattle, and finds that the long-horned Englifh
cow is the beft for fattening. The Holdernefs
for giving much thin poor milk, but are too
heavy for winter feeding, The Kerry cow is
much the beft for milking in quantity of good
milk. Hogs he has alfo tried of all forts, and
finds that nothing is {o profitable as the black
Indian breed with fhort legs, round carcafes,
and {nub nofes. For working, he finds the
fmall mongrel Kerry beaft works the beft, and
moves the falteft. He works them all by the
horns, in the manner practifed in the fouth of
France, four in a plough at the firft plough-
ing. He changed the manner in which Lord
Shannon brought it over, from the yoke which
couples them, to going fingle with doubletraces;
this he finds much the moft beneficial manner;
they move quicker and with greater power,
from being free and working not in couples ;
befides being applicable to all forts of work
which requires their going fingle. Englith
waggons Lord Doneraile has tried and laid afide,
from finding, on experience, that they are very
much inferior to the common Irifh car in hay
harveft, dung, lime, &c. but he ufes one-horfe
carts for many forts of waork, Turnips he has
cultivated for fome years, hoes them, and gets
good crops, but beft in the drill way, the rows
two feet afunder: he ufes them infeeding theep,
and alfo fattening beafts. He finds that they
are not of any confiderable ufe in this country,
compared to others where there is not an equal
plenty of grafs, which fprings all winter; and

: that
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that they willfatten a beaft better. When moft
wanted, which is in April and the beginning
of May, they are gone. Cabbages he has tried
upon a large fcale three years ; laft year and the
year before, he had 8 or g acres, and ufed them
in feeding and fattening cattle and fheep; has
found them preferable to turnips far, in all ufes
in feeding cattle; but an acre of the latter will
produce much more. Fern he finds is beft de-
ftroyed by mowing it twice a year in June,
and the beginning of September. He makes’
his tillage exceedingly profitable by the ufe of
lime. - His courfe of crops, '

1. Wheat, yielding 1o barrels per acre, and
has meafured 15 barrels, 15 ftone per acre.
2. Barley, the produce 14, 15 barrels, and of
fmall barley, 6 rowed 20. 3. Oats 20 barrels.
4. Clover laid down to grafs, or for one year,
. and ploughed it up as foon as cleared of the

hay.

Lime he fpreads on all lands for wheat or
barley, &c. 8o barrels of roach an acre cofts
6d. a barrel burning. The effet is amazingly
great, infomuch that it is the difference between
a great and a bad crop. In general there is
no ground worth 20s. an acre, that if you lime
it 8o barrels, and take wheat, barley, and oats,
it will then be worth 30s. This'is certainly a
marvellous improvement! Lord Doneraile
knows, from an experiment of his brother’s,
thatit is equally well adapted to boggy bottoms ;
he had five acres, which he fet for 10s. 6d. the

whole,
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whole, and was fo hard a bargain to the poor
men, that an allowance was made for it. * His
brother took it, and limed it, and thén mowed
five tons. of bay per Englifb acre, one of the
ftrongeft proof)' of the benefit of lime that can
be given. In his Lordfhip’s park he hasa wheel
for raifing water, an improvement on the Per-
fian, which raifes a regular ftream 28 feet; the
ftream which 'turns it.is confined by a double
wall to the exact dimenfion of the boxes, which
take in the water, and it works conftantly and
regularly . without trouble or expenfe. Lord
Doneraile has ereted a granary upon a.new
conftruction, that of a flue in the walls for a
fire to air the whole building, and dry any damp
corn that may happen to be in it.  Hedried the
walls after. building with it perfeétly in a fhort
time.. This granary is fo completely built, that
not a moufe can pofiibly get in 1it: he has a
thorough atr, with lattice windows of wire. By
the way, thefe flues are a proof, if one .was
wantmg, how much moifter the climate of Ire-
land is'than that of England.” He has planted
the clufter potatoes, called here bulls and éucks,
fomuch as 6 or 7 acres; gave them to horfes,
cows, and fheep: the horfes that would eat
them did well, and ina little time believes would
all come very well to them.. Fat cows and
bullocks did ‘exceedingly well: fat fheep were
put ‘to them; but feveral dying both years,
made him leave the practice off. Of other forts
of potatoes, he finds- the London lady and the
apple to be the beft forts.. ‘The London lady is
particularly valuable for one circumftance,
which
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which is the ftalks withering, and the crop
being ready to take up, from a month to fix
weeks before any other fort; confequently,
the beft fort to plant as a preparative to wheat.
Hops he has planted two years ago, in order to
fee how far they will anfwer; and expeétsto be
able to get not only good hops, but a greatcrop.
One mode of managing them he has 1n medita-
tion, which is a good thought, and that is to
train them horizontally inftead of perpendicu-
larly, like efpalier, on account of the ftorms
and blights which hops, in the common way,
are fubject to from the height. Has compared
the rotton lime-ftone and lime in a 20 acred
field for wheat, 10 of the one and 1o of the
other, and found the wheat equal: bath very
good. Hasobferved the common farmers, af-
ter. manuring with it, to take 12 and 14 crops
of white corn running and then leaving it for
grafs, which not coming, they complain that it
1s not good for grafs, but burns it up. - But
Lord Doneraile advifed a friend to lay down,
after two or three crops, which being done,
the grafs that followed was perfectly fine. -

Lord Doneraile’s lime-kiln is one of the com-
pleateft I have any where feen; itis at bottom
16 inches diameter, leads up to 12 feet wide in
the buldge, and 20 feet high from the bottom
to the buldge, 7 feet from the buldge up, and
at the top g feet diameter. Over the top, a
roof and a porch to it, and it draws 44 barrels
of roach lime a day, which takes 6 of culm;
burns for s: a barrel. The culm 2s. 5d. a

‘barrel
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barrel at the kiln. Labour 4s. Culm 1gs.
a day.

September 13th, left Doneraile, and went
to Colonel Jephfon’s at Mallow. He was at
that time confined with the gout; but his fon,
Denham Jephfon, Efq; (member for Mallow)
took every means for my information, in the
circumftances I enquired after. About that
place:

1. Potatoes on ftubbles, or grafs dunged
2. Potatoes. 3. Wheat or Bere. 4. Oats. 3.
QOats, 6. Oats,

1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Oats., 4. Oats.
5. Oats. 6. Oats, The meafure the Eng-
Lith acre.

Of potatoes they plant 6 common barrels,
and get 42 in the crop : fometimes take three
or four fucceffive ones. Of wheat they fow 3
pecks and a half each, 3 cluggess, each clugget
11 quarts, and get 8 barrels. The crop of bere
is 12. Of oats 12. Rents of town parks 2l.
2s. to 3l. other lands 10s. to 30s. average 12s.
There are many dairies, up to 6o cows, which
are all fet to dairymen, at gos. to 3l. ros. of |
good land it will take one acre and a half to
feed a cow. They make both butter and cheefe,
and where the latter is made, no butter, felling
the cheefe at 4d. a pound. A cow makes one
cwt. of butter in the feafon. When cows are

let, none are taken that do not give 2 gallons
of
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of milk; good cows give 4 gallons. Colonel
Jephfon had a cow half bred, between the
Englifh long horned and Holderneffe, that was
forced to be milked three times a day and gave
12 gallons a day, many times in the prefence
of various perfons. Every dairyman is allow-
ed a houfe, a garden of one acre and a half,
and grafs for a horfe, a cow, and fome a col-
lop of fheep. Great quantities of lime are ufed:
they lay 1o0 barrels an acre, at 1s. 1d.  They
plough with horfes, four or fix to a plough,
The poor pay r1os. rent for a cabin, and 20s.
for one acre for potatoes ; 2l. 2s. for grafs for
a cow, and 10s. for the winter’s hay. They
live upon potatoes generally the year through ;
all of them keep cows and pigs, which lacter
they feed on fmall potatoes. Their circum-
frances are not better than 20 years ago; for
though they have now 6d. and then had but
5d. yet the rife is not proportioned to that of
rents. Villages of cottars will take farms in
partnerfhip in the manner I have often defcrib-
ed. The foil of the country 1s in general lime-
ftone; but from Knockerera mountain, near
Mallow to Corke, there is no lime-ftone.

Leafes are thirty-one years, or three lives,
and fome for three lives and thirty-one year's
after ; and many farms let to middle-men,
who occupy no part of the land themfelves, but
re-let it. Above one-third of the county is
wafte land.

There are collieries about ten miles off, near
Kantark, from which coal is fold at 5s. a bar~
¥ rel,
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rel; it is large and hard. Upon the river
Blackwater, there are trats of flat land in fome
places one quarter of a mile broad ; the grafs
every where remarkably fine, and lets at 30s.
It is the fineft fandy land 1 have any where
feen, of a reddifh brown colour, would yield,
the greateft arable crops in the world, if in
tillage; it 1s five feet deep, and has fucha
principle of adhefion, that it burns into good
brick, yetit is a perfect fand. In floods much
of it is overflown. The banks of this river,
from its fource to the fea, are equally remark-
able for beauty of profpect, and fertility of
foil.

There is but little manufacturing in Mal-
low ; even {pinning is not general. Mr. Jeph-
fon manures his lands very highly with all
forts of dung and fullage of the ftreets of Mal-
low, which is conftantly bringing away; by
means of this regular attention, united with
the goodnefs of the foil, he has brought itinto
that high degree of heart, indicated by the
rent, at which it would let. The whole is.
divided into fields, of a moderate fize, with:
double quick hedges, well planted with trees,
and kept in the moft perfect degree of neatnefs;
between the hedges are gravel walks, fo that
there 1s a planted communication about all the.
fields ; the gates are neat and light, and every,
attention preferved to give the whole the ap-.
pearance of a ferme orne. 'The quantity of til-,
lage 1s not confiderable, but his crops very
great, barley up to twenty barrels per acre.
Mules he finds more ufeful and hardy, than

horfes;
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horfes ; has fome very fine ones. Mr. Jephfon
has weighed to the dragoons, at the barracks,
from twenty-eight acres of grafs, three and a
quarter tons of hay, per Englifh acre. He has
kept a particular account of his domain, and
has kept his deer, horfes, cows, houfe, 8c.
and fold to the amount of 54s. an acre befides.
I walked to the {pring in;the town to drink
the water, to which {fo many people have long
reforted ; it refembles that of Briftol, prefcrib-
ed for the fame cafes, -and with great fuccefs.
In the feafon there are two aflemblies a week.
Lodgings are five fhillings a week each room,
and thofe feemed to be miferably bad. = Board
thirteen fhillings a week. Thefe prices, in fo
cheap a country, amazed me, and would, I
thould fear, ' prevent Mallow from being
fo -confiderable as more reafonable rates
might make it, unlefs accommodations pro-
portionable were provided. There 1s a
fmall canal, with walks on each fide, lead-
ing to the fpring, under cover of fome very
noble poplars. If a double row of good lodg-
ings were eretted here, with public rooms, in
an elegant ftyle, Mallo would probably become
a place for amufement, as well as health.

September 14th, to New Grove, the feat of
Robert Gordon, Efg; in whom I met with the
greateft zeal for giving me a correct informati-
on. Pafling, at fome diftance, a very large
houfe building, tothe right of the road, in a
good fituation, by Sir Robert Dean. New
Grove is an entire new improvement of Mr.

Gordon’s,
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Gordon’s, the whole place, fome years ago,
being a wafte moor, or'mountain, asit is called
n Ireland.

Mr. Gordon took it for improvement ; the
foil and bog five to nine fpits deep, and under
it a black earth, ora reddifh fand, and in fome’
a whitifh clayey fubftance, but not marle;
many fprings in it, which were carried off by
drains ; and then the whole furface of turf cut
out, and carried to Cork : cutting, &c. 30s. a
100, and fold there at gl. this was done in
order to get lime, which is not upon the land,
and by this means the line came to feven-pence
halfpenny a barrel; found many ftones and
great roots, and timbers, which were all clear-
ed away, and the land ploughed with oxen,
before winter; then left the winter three
ploughings given in the {pring, and fifty bar--
rels of lime, fpread and fown with oats and
clover; the crop very great; could be fold
however, for 41. an acre ; the clover fine. This
was cut for hay, and the fecond weighed 231lb.
per Englith perch {quare, and a horfe that was
ftarved nine hours, eat in twenty-four hours
107lb.  And after thefe two cuttings, there
was a third for foiling with in October ; it was
then fowed with a fecond crop of oats, and that
with clover which was left, and has been
mown every year for eleven years fince; this
was one field in particular, but all in the fame
manner, and would let for one pound an acre
readily ; all expences of the 3 crops, including
the lime, coft 6l 7s. gd. an acre, fo thatthe

mere
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mere improvement was profitable, befides the
increafe of rent alfo improved. At Carrick-
duff, 650 acres of heath, &c.the black foil thin,
and the heath low, and under it a brown loam,
with whitifh gravel, mixed. Fallowed it with
ftrong ploughs, fourteen inches deep for a year;
then limed it, go barrels an acre, at feven
pence three farthings on theland, burnt on the
ipot, and upon this fowed oats and clover for
a meadow, the oats great, and the grafs part
of it actually let at 1l. 1s. and all would let
fo. Has profecuted this improvement with
fuch fpirit, that laft year he laid on 10,000
barrels of lime, and has 773 acres oats, 34 wheat,
12 potatoes, and 100 laid to grafs, and all this
in two years. Has there built a farm-office,
154 feet long, a barn, ftalls for thirty bullocks,
two ftables, and a room for the fteward; and
has made 1750 perch of ditches, planted with
quicks. Thefe Mr. Gordon does in two years,
half the ditch 1n one to leave it to fink, and the
other half the year after. 'Turnips he has had,
and got very fine crops of 6lb. the average tur-
nip; they thin them by hand, which he thinks
upon this land is preferable to hoeing ; ufed
the crop in ftall-feeding 30 bullocks, which
had, befides the turnips, half a hundred weight
of hay to fix each day, and found that they
throve exceedingly well on fuch turnips as
were not above three to fix pounds weight,
but upon the large ones they did not thrive.
In November he cleared the ficld of all, ftacked
them, and found them keep perfectly till April.
Found that the fheep, fed at New Grove,
would not take to turnips till {tarved to them.

Imported
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Imported a man from Norfolk, whom he gave
forty guineas a year with board, who brought
ploughs, hoes, &c. with him ; gave him a gui-
nea for every boy he taught to plough, and
every boy who could fairly plough, had a fhil-
ling a day wages. By this means he has col-
leted a fet of excellent ploughmen, who have
been of infinite ufe, fo that he has to this day
ploughed with Norfolk and Suffolk ploughs,
worked with a pair of horfes, and no dnver
except the firft and fecond ploughing of frefh
land, which, and dragging, he does with great
drags of 18 cwt. and drawn by bullocks. This
improvement is of particular confequence, as
there are here twelve miles {quare of rich land,
taken almoft in a {quare between Mallow and
Corke, one way, and the Bagra mountains
and Nagles the other; upon all which
there is not a ftone to interrupt the plough,
fometimes not a ftone to an acre.

He is convinced, from experience, that the
worft of this vaft tract may be drained, inclofed,
himed with fifty barrels,and tilled with a crop
of cats onit, for sl. an acre. In the neigh-
bourhood, a greatiumprovement of 1200 acres,
without lime or gravel, and badly done yet, at
12s. an acre, fix-7ths of the county of Corke at
2s. an acre, one-7th, 10s. of Kerry, nine-1oths,
at 1s. and one-10th at 10s.

Six years ago, Mr. Gordon eftablifhed a
Jinen manufatory, and bleach mill, upon the
-completeft
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completeft fcale ; a factory of eleven looms for
-damafk, bleacher’s houfe and other buildings,
with a refervoir of water for turning the wheel;
the whole well-built, well-contrived, and at the
expence of 1200l.” Kept thefe looms conftant-
ly at work; and at the fame time bleached
many-pieces for the country people. Trufted
to a managet for the condutt of the works,
who broke, which put a ftop to them, other-
wife there would have been a flourifhing ma-
nufaltory eftablifhed. Spinning flax coming
in; but the woollen through the country ; and
from hence to the north-weft Duhallow Barony
1s the great country for fpinning cotton:

September 1¢th; to Blarney Caftle, S. J. Jef-
ferys, Efq; of whofe great works in building a
town at Blarney, I cannot give fo particular an
account as I wilb todo; forI got there juftds
he and his family were on the point of fetting
out for France. I did not however let {lip the
time I had for making fome enquiries, and found
thatin 1765, when Mr. Jefferys began to build
this town, it confifted only of two or three mud
cabins ; there are now go houfes; He firft e~
tablithed the linen manufactory, building a
bleach-mill, and houfes for weavers, &c. and
letting them to manufaturers from Corke,
who have been fo {uccefsful in their works, as
to find it neceffary to have larger and more nu-
merous edifices, fuch as a large ftamping mill
for printing linens .and cottons, to which is
annexed anothet bleach-mill, and fince there
has been a third erefted ; the work carried on
is that of buying yarn, and weaving it into li-

Vor. II. : & nens,
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Jnens, ten’pence. to thirty peénee white; alfo dia-
pers, fheeting, ticking, . and . linens - and ‘cot-
tons. of all forts printed here, for.common ufe
.and furniture. Thefe feveral brariches of the
~ linen, employ 130 looms, and above.300 hands.

Another of Mr. Jefferys objetts has been the
frocking manufaéture,which employs 2o frames,
and 30 hands, in buildings ereéted by him ; the
manager employing, by covenant, a certain
namber of apprentices, in order by their being
Jdnftruted, to diffafe the manufactory.  Like-
wife a woollen manufaétory, a mill for milling,
tucking, &c. broad cloths; a gigg mill for glofi-
ing, fmoothing, and 'laying the -grain; and a
mill for knapping, which will diels above go0°
pieces a year, but will be more, when fome al-
terations now making are finithed. A leather
mill for drefling thamoy, buck, or {kins, fully
-employed. A large bolting mill,  juft finithed,
and let for 132l. a year. = A mill, annexed to
the fame, juft finithing, for' plating; and a
blade mill for- grinding edged tools.. A large
paper mill, which will. be finifhed this year.
He has been able to erect this multiplicity of
iills,  thirteen in all, by an "uncommon
command of water.

The town is built in a {quare, compofed of a
large handfome inn, and manufacturers houfes,
all built of excellent ftone, lime, and flate. "A
church, by the firft fruits, and liberal addition
of above jool. from Mr. Jefferys. A market-
houfe, in which are fold a hundred pounds
worth of knit ftockings per week. Four bridges,

) . w hich
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which he obhtained from the county, and ano-
ther (the flat arch) to which he contributed a
confiderable fum. ~Much has been done, yet is
not the defign near finifhed.

To fhew the magnitude of thefe works, and
the degree of public good refulting from them,
1 fhall mention the expence at which they have
_been executed. Refpecting the principal bleach
mill, Meflts. Foreft and Donnoghue; under the
linen act, took 15 acres, at a guinea an acre,
upon whlch they have expended 5000l in erect=
ing a linen mill and bléach green, twenty-ﬁve
houfes for twenty-ﬁve weavers families, four
looms in each houfe, a large dwel_lmg-houfe for
themfelves ortheir dxre&or ineach houfe,aman,
his wife, three apprentlces two glrls and two
boys, befides young infants. In a fhort time
the farm was mcreafed and land, which bcfore
had only brought half a guinea, ‘then let for a
guinea, “The linen board advanced sool. to
this work, and Mr. Jefferys repaid them 1400l.
of the 5oool The old rent of the premifes was

40l. a year, the new rent 71l. Another bleach
mxll which coft Mr. Jefferys 3o0l. to which
the board added 300l. and the perfon to whom
it is let, 600l. 40 acres of land, formerly let

.at 10l. a year, go with them. The whole rent
now 8ol. . To this mill is fince added an oat-

mill, which coft 300l. two tuck-mills, 200l. a

leather mill and kilns, 150l. two dwelling-

‘houfes, 300l.- A_ftamping-mill, which coft
Mr. Jcﬂ'erys 2,300] to which the board added

3o0l. promifing 1000l. more when the works

fhould be finithed, which they bave been thefe

C 2 _ two
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_ two years. ' Twelve printing tables are kept go-

ing, “and fixty-five hands employed. Twelve
printers. ‘Twelve tireboys. - Three print cut-
ters. Eighteen bleachmen. - Six- pencillers.
Two tubmen. One clerk. One callender. One
manager.- Two draughtfmen. 'Four copper-
men. Three carters. Befides the above fums,
the manufaéturer has laid out ‘so00l. The
quantity of land occupied is 25 acres : “old rent,
6l. 10s. new; 113k 1S L

A f’c‘ocking factory, for which Mr. Jef-
ferys lent 200l. 'The man laid out 300l him-
felf; he occupies 5o acres, before let at 20l.
ayear; nowat 76l r1s. A g;gg-mlﬂ for which
Mr. Jefferys lent 300l. till repaid by the Dub-
lin Society, who granted 3o0l. towards it, and
the tenant laid out 200l. the quantity of land he
has is eleven acres, let at sl. 1os. now at 36L

A manufaltory of tape iseftablifhed, by whlch-
means 6 acres of land are advanced, from 2l. §s.
to gl. They have threelooms gomg,whlch makes
102 picces a day of 36 yards each. The Dublin
Society gave 2o0l. 'to it. A paper mill, which
has coft Mr. Jefferys 1100l. "and is not yet let.
A ‘bolting ‘mill on which he has expended
1100l. the tenant 5ool. on adding an iron mikl.
Twenty acres of land, rent before gl. 10s. rent
of the wholé row 1*301 13s. ‘The ehurch has

_coft Mr. Jefferys scol-and the firft fruits sool.
more. The new inn, 250l. and the tenant
300l. more.  Seventy acres of land, before at
zol. a year, now at 831. 9s.*A dwellmg -houfe,

'2501 torwhxclx the tenant added 500l Ninety
" : ‘s acres.
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acres of land, before let at 541. the new rentis
74}, Twelve cottages, and a lime-kiln, which
coft 280l. Two dwelling-houfes and a forge,
which coft him 150l. and to which parliament
granted 250l. more. Upon the whole, there-
fore, Mr. Jefferys has expended 7,630l in thefe
eftablithments. Of public money there has
been added 2,170l. and the tenants themfelves
laid out g,050l. in all, expended here 18,850l
befides what Mr. Jefferys laid out on bridges,
&c. in the whole, very near, if not full,
20,0006l. upon matters of a public nature, 1In
all thefe eftablifhments, ‘he has aveided under-
taking or - carrying on any of the manufac-
tures upon his own account, from a conviction
that a gentleman can never do it without fuffer-
ing very confiderably. His object was to form
a town, to give employment to the people, and
to improve the value of his eftate by fo doing;
in all which views it muft be admitted, that
the near neighbourhood of fo confiderable a
place as Corke very much contributed : the fame
means which he has purfued would, in all fitu-
ations, be probably the moft advifeable, though
the returns made might be lefs advantageous.
Too much can fcarcely be faid in praife of the
{pirit with which a private gentleman has ex-
ecuted thefe works, which would undoubtedly
do honour to the greateft fortunc.

To animate others to tread in fuch laudable
fteps, 1 may remark, that even the profit of
thefe undertakings is too much to be entirely
forgotten ; the expences are by no means bar-
ren ones; 327 acres let before thefe works alt

1671,
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1671, 18s. let afterwards at 682l. 8s. Profit
508l. 10s. without reckoning any thing for
two dwelling-houfes, a forge, twelve cottages,
and a lime-kiln, which may moderately be reck-
oned at 25l. a year, and yet let at rents of fa-
vour, in all 533l. 10s. which from 7630l. is 7

er cent. There, however, is no agrculture
improvement that would not, with much greater
certainty of continuance, pay 17. At the fame
time, however, there is a greater reverfionary
advantage in the benefit refulting from the in-
creafing of the rents at the expiration of the
leafes, upon undertaking thefe works, the
longeft of which is for no more than three lives.
Another advanzage which 15 felt already, is,
the rife in the prices of produéts at Blarney,
which is a direct premium to agriculture, to
the farmer, and to the landlord. Dairy cows,
on all the adjacent farms, arofe in two years
from 3l.to 4l.a cow,as the weavers were happy to
get milk and butter at the fame price they fold
for inCorke. The fame rife took place on corn,
potatoes, &c. Mr. Jefferys, befides the above
eftablifhments, has very much improved Blar-
ney Caftle and its environs ; he has formed an
extenfive ornamented ground, which is laid out
with confiderable tafte; an extenfive plantati-
on furrounds a large piece of water, and walks
lead through the whole; there are feveral very
pretty fequeftered fpots where covered benches
"are placed,

Accompanied Mr. Jefferys, &c. to Dun-
kettle, the feat of Dominick Trent, Efg; who
with a hberality of fentiment which renders

: : him
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him defervedly efteemed, took €very meafure I
could wifh for my information. ~The road
leads very beautifully on the fide of 'the har-
bour under a {hore of bold hills, on which are
many villas and fome plantations. ~For the
following particulars concerning the' neigh-
bourhood, I am inﬂcbteci\"tbo_ Mr. Ttent,

On the fouth fide of the river, &c. the foil is
a fine lime-flone ; the country level for a mile
or two, then {welling into very gentle hills. On
the north fide, which is much better planted,
particunlarly at Lota, Dunkettle, &c. the ground
rifes in bold afcents, adorned with many beau-
tifully-fityated country-houfes. Hefe the ftra-
tum 1s hrown, or rather red ftone, and the {ur-
face fhallow ; in fome places 'a burning gravel.
There 1s a good deal of arable land on the fides
of the hills,” The courfe of crops:

1. Potatoes, 2. Wheat. 3. Barley or oats.
4 Lay down with feeds. - |

Potatoes yield per acre from 1ol, to 20l
Average quantity fifty barrels, at eighteen ftone
each. ~ Land manured and let to labourers for
planting, at four or five guineas an acre. Wheat
from feven to ten barrels of twenty ftone, at
20s. a barrel ; average price from 19s. to 24s.
per barrel. The manures are Corke dung of the
richeftkind, efpecially in the flaughtering fea-
fon ; fea fand for tillage, and bank fand from
the river for grafs grounds. There is water-
carriage to the eaftward for many miles : feve-
ral good quays for landing manure, particular-

ly
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ly one at Glanmire, near Dunkettle, from which
the inland inhabitants draw the manure four
or five miles in one-horfe carts. Lime is alfo
much ufed at a fhilling a barrel. The mea-
dows jn this country yield from 13 to 3 tons of
hay per acre, at 40s. to 4§s. per ton on an
average. Dairies are let to dairymen at 4 to §
lg“uineas acow, Many fheep are kept on the
hills, but none folded. The diet of the poor is
potatoes and milk, with fome fifh in the her-
ring and fprat feafon. Labourers houfes from
25s. to 40s. a year, Fuel avery little coal, the
reft fupplied by bufhes, ftolen faggots, &c. as
there 1s no turf in this part of the country.
Price of labour 6d. per day through the year,
on a pinch in harveft 8d. fometimes more, but
within the liberties of 'the city generally 8d.
Women 3d. and 4d. a day in reeking corn:
children trom 1d. to 3d. in picking ftones, &c.
Moft employed in country bufinefs; a few at
fome bolting iron and paper-mills in the neigh-
bourhood. From fourteen acres of orchard
Mr. Trent makes fixty hogfheads a year of cy-
der; a clear acre of good trees about feven
hogfheads. His hogs he feeds on the bull po-
tatoes, which yield great crops without dung,
and for'two or three years fucceffively.

September 16th, to Cove by water, from Mr.
Trent's quay. The view of Lota is charmmg;
a fine rifing lawn from the water, with noble
fpreading woods reaching on each fide ; the
houfe a very pleafing front, with lawn thoot-
ing into the woods. = The river forms a creek

R W IICELY
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between two hills, one Lota, the other opening
to another hill of inclofures well wooded. As
the boat leaves the thore nothing can be finer
than the view behind us ; the back woods of
Lota, the houfe and lawn, and the high bold
inclofures towards Corke, form the fineft thore
imaginable, leading to Corke the city appearing
in full view, Dunkettle wooded inclofures,afine
fweep of hill, joining Mr. Hoare’s at Factory-
hill, whofe woods have a beautiful effe¢t. Dun-
kettle houfe almoft loft ina wood. As we ad-
vance, the woods of Lota and Dunkettle unite
in one fine mafs. ‘The fheet of water, the rif~
ing lawns, the houfe in the maft beautiful fitu-
ation imaginable, with more woods above it
than lawns below it, the weft fhore of Loch
Mahon, a very fine rifing hill cut into inclo-
fures, but without wood, landlocked on every
fide with high lands, fcattered with inclofures,
woods, feats, &c. with every chearful circom-
ftance of lively commerce, has all together a
great effet. Advancing to Paflage the fhores
are various, and the {cenery enlivened by four-
fcore fail of large fhips ; the little port of Paf-
fage at the water’s edge, with the hills rifing
boldly above it. The channel narrows be-
tween the greatifland and the hills of Paffage.
The fhores bold, and the fhips fcattered about
them, with the inclofures hanging behind the
mafts and yards, pifturefque. Pailing the
ftreights a new bafon of the harbour opens,
furrounded with high lands. Monk’s-town-
caftle on the hill to the right, and the grounds
of Ballybricken, a begutiful intermixed fcene of
‘ ; R iR ; " wood



42 DUNKETTLE.

wood and lawn. The high fhore of the har-
bour’s mouth opens gradually. The whole
fcene is landlocked. The firft view of Hawl-
bowling-ifland and Spike-ifland, high rocky
lands, with the channel opening to Cove, where
are a fleet of fhips at anchor, and Roftellan,
Lord Inchiquin’s houfe, backed with hills, a
feenery that wants nothing but the accompany-
ment of wood. The view of Ballybricken
changes; it now appears to be unfortunately cut
into right lines. Arrived at the fhip at Cove;
in the evening returned, leaving Mr. Jefferys
and family on board for a voyage to Havre,
in their way to Paris,

Dunkettle is one of the moft beautiful places

I have feen in Ireland. It is a hill of fome
hundred acres broken into a great variety of
ground, by gentle declivities, with every where
an undulating outline, and the whole varied by
a confiderable quantity of wood, which in fome
places is thick enough to take the appearance
of clofe groves, in others fpreads into {cattered
thickets and a variety of fingle groups. This
hill, or rather clufter of hills, is {furrounded on
one fide by areach of Corkeharbour,over which
it looks in the moft advantageous manner ; and
on the other by an irignous vale, through
which flows the river Glanmire: the oppofite
thore of that river has every variety than can
unite to form pleafing landfcapes for the views
from Dunkettle grounds ; in {fome places nar~
row glens, the bottoms of which are quite
filled with water, and the fteep banks co,v,er_eg
with
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with thick woods that {pread a deep fhade; in
othérs thé vile opeéns to form the fite of a
pretty chearful village, over hung by hill and
wood : Here the fhore rifes gradually into large
inclofures, which fpread over the hills, ftretch~
ing beyond each ofher ; and there the vale melts
again 1nto a milder variety of fields. A hilt
thus fituated, and confifting in itfelf of fo mach
variety of f{urface, muft neceflarily command
many pleafing views ; to enjoy thefe to the bet-
ter advantage, Mr. Trent (than whom no ong
hasa better taft¢ both to difcover and defcribe
the beauties of natural fcenes) is making a
walk around theé whole, which is to bend to
the inequalities of the ground, fo as to take the
principal points in view. The whole is fo
beautiful, that if I was to make the rezularde-
tour, the deféription might be too minute : but
there are fome points which gave me fo much
pleafure, that I know not how to avoid recom-
mending to others that travel this way to tafte
the fame fatisfattion : from the upper part of
- ‘theorchard you look down a part of the river,
where it opens into a regular bafon, one corner
ftretching up to Cork, loft behind the hill of
Lota, the lawn of which breaks on the {welling
hills among the woods ; the houfe obfcured,
and therefore feeming a part of your home
fcene ; the lofing the river behind the beautiful
projection of Lota, is more pleafing than can
be exprefled. The other reach, leading to the
the harbour’s mouth, is half hidden by the trees
which margin the foot of the hill on which you
ftand : in front a noble range of cultivated

‘ hills,
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hills, the inclofures broken by flight fpots of
wood, and prettily varied with houfes, without
being {o crowded as to take off the rural effect.
"The fcene isnot only beautiful in thofe common
circumftances which form a landfcape, but is
alive with the chearfulnefs of fhips and boats
perpetually moving. Upon the whole, it is
one of the moft luxuriant profpets I have any.
where feen.  Leaving the orchard pafs on the
brow of a hill which forms the bank™ of the
river of Glanmire, commanding the oppofite
woods of Lota in all their beauty. Rife to the
top of the high hill which joins the deer-park,
and exhibits a fcene equally extenfive and
beautiful; you look down on a vale which
winds almoft around at your feet, finifhing
to the left in Corke river, which here takes the
appearance of a lake, bounded by wood and
hills, and funk in the bottom of a vale, in a
ftyle which painting cannot imitate ; the oppo-
fite hills of Lota, wood, and lawn, feem form-
ed as objects for this point of view: at your
feet a hill rifes out of the vale, with higher ones
around it, the margins {cattered wood; to the
right, towards Riverftown, a vale; the whole .
backed by cultivated hills to Kallahan’s field.
Milder fcenes follow; a bird’s-eye view of a
fmall vale funk at your feet, through which the
river flows ; a bridge of feveral arches unites
two parts of a beautiful village, the meadow
grounds of which rife gently, a varied furface
of wood and lawn, to the hills of Riverftown,
the whole furrounded by delicious fweeps of
cultivated hills, To the left, a wooded glen
; 1ifing
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rifing from the vale to the horizon, the {cenery
fequeftered, but pleafing; the oak wood which
hangs on the deer-park hill, an addition. Down,
to the brow of the hill, where it hangs over the
river, a picturefque in-tcreﬁing fpot. The in-
clofures on the oppofite bank hang beautifully
to the eye, ‘and the wooded glen winds up the
hill.  Returning to the houfe I was condudted
to the hill, where the grounds flope off to the
river of Corke, which ‘opens to view in noble
reaches of a magnitude that fills the eye and the
imagination :'a whole country of a charater
truly magnificent, and behind the winding vale
which leads between a feries of hills to.Glan-~
mire.

Piétures at Dunkettle.

A St. Michael, &ec. the fubject confufed, by
Michael Angelo. A St. Francis on wood, a
large original of Guido. A St. Cecilia, orlgmal
of Romanelli. An aifumptlon of the virgin, by
L. Carracci. A quaker’s meeting, of above
fifty figures, by Egbert Hemfkerk. = A fea view
and rock piece, by Vernet. A fmall flagella-
tion, by Sebaftian del Piombo. A madonna and
chlld {mall, by Rubens. The crucifixion, many
ﬁgures in miniature, excellent, tho’ the ‘mafter
is unknown. An excellent copy of the famous
Danae of Titian, at Moute Cavallo, near Na-
ples, by Cioffi ofNaples Another of the Venus
of Titian, at the tribuna in Florence. Another
of Venus blinding Cupid, by Titian, at the Pa-
lazzo Borghefc in Rome. Another of great

merit
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merit-of the'madonna Della Sedia of Raphael,
at the Palazzo Pitti in Florence,: by Stirn, a
German, lately at‘Rome. Another of anholy
family, from ‘Raphael, of which there are faid
to be three originals, one at the king’s palace
in Naples, one in the palais royalin-Paris, and
the third in the collection of Lord-Exeter, lately
purchafed at Rome. A portrait of:Sir Patrick
Trent, ‘by Sir'P. Lely. -An-excellent portrait
of a perfon-unknown, by Dahl..

September 17th, ‘to Caftlemartyr, the feat of
the earl of Shannon, one of ‘the.moft diftin-
guifhed improvers in‘Ireland, in whom I found
the moft earneft defire to give me every fpecies
of information, with a knowledge and ability
which enabled:him -to do.it. moft effeCtually.
Paffed through Middleton, a well built place,
which ‘belongs to” the ‘noble.lord.to’ whom it
gives title.  Caftlemartyr:is an old houfe,-but
much ‘added -to *by:the prefent earl; he  has
built, befides other rooms, adining one 32 feet
long by 22.broad, and a drawing one, the beft
rooms I have feen in-Ireland, a double cube of
25 feet, being 50 long, 25 broad, and 25 high.
The -grounds’ about . the houfe ‘are very. well
laid out; much wood well grown, confiderable
lawns, a river made to wind through:'them in
a beautiful manner, an old caftle {o perfectly
covered: with ivy-as to be a piturefque opjeét.
A winding walk leads for a confiderable diftance
along the banks of 'this river, and prefents fe-
veral pleafing landfeapes. But let.:me haften to
objetts of  more importance:: Lord: Shannon'’s

hutbandry

\
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hitfbandry ‘éonfifts of ‘many circumftances. I
'Mall’bégin with

TURNIPS,

Which Lord Shannon has cultivated upon a
“verylarge fcale, ‘as ‘will appear from the fol-
lowing particulars. ‘His father began the. cul-
ture ‘many years ago, ‘which he continued-till
1770, and then went largely into it. * Hehad
every year, from 1770 to 1774 both inclafive,
fixteen ‘acres, and in 1775, twenty-four. Has
cultivated them in both broad caft and the drill
method the rows at:three feet; but finding
that the roots became too large, ‘altered-his
method “to ‘eighteen inches, 'in order to ‘have
more of them ; the fize will be feen by’ the fol-
lowing 'account.

Cafltlenartyr, December 218, 1771.

I this'day ‘meafured a fquare perch of  tur-
nips, 163 feet, drilled in rows three feet apart;
there were 84 turnips on this perch, they weigh-
ed 7 cwt. 2 qrs."which I compute to be 60 tuns
to the Englifh ‘acre ; and there were vacant fpa-
ces in the rows within this perch where the
turnips had failed, that would have held at leaft
ten large ‘turnips more. ' I then pulled 84 tur-
nips,  the largeft I could fee, within about fif-
teen yards of the above perch, and they weighed
15'ewt. 15qrs. 171b. which is about 124 ton,
29 cwt. 20lb.  T" weighed two of ‘the ‘above
turnips feparately, one of them a white tan-
kard, they cach weighed 32lb, The white

Nor-
1
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Norfolk was three feet eight inches in circum-
ference. N. B. I neither manured nor burned
the ground; it was naturally good; I tilled it
well, and hoed the crop. carefully.
SHANNON.

One of the above turnipsLord Shannon took
with him to the Dublin Society, where it was
feen by the whole city; but from my tour
through the kingdom, I am afraid it did not
animate fo many as it ought.  Thefe large
turnips were not raifed in any peculiar {pot,
but were part of a field of eight or ten acres.
The application of the crop has been generally
by drawing and giving them to fheep on dry
paftures; all forts of fheep, but particularly fat
ewes, they fattened admirably. Finds that the
great berefit of the culture is having them near
a very dry field, in order to manage them as
above-mentioned. He has found that they will
do exceedingly well without manuring, efpeci-
ally if the land is an old rough pafture, or which
wants to be broken up ; fallowed well and tho-
roughly ploughed, produces great crops. Sea-
weed his lordthip has tried for them, fpread
about the thicknefs of dung, and it gave pro-
digious produéts. Upon the whole, he is clear-
ly of opinion, that nothing can be more bene-
ficial to the agriculture of Ireland than intro-
ducing‘this culture, and fo well convinced of
this, that he has always fhewn bis crops to far-
- mers, weighed them before them, fhewed the
: cattle
2
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cattle fed, and took every pains to make them
come into the culture, but in vain. ~Asa pre-
garation of corn they are incomparable; he Has

ad very great crops-of barley after them, fuch
as were laid with every heavy rain from luxu-
riance. .. Wheat alfo he has fown after them,
and got eight barrels an acre from feven ftone
of feed. '

CABB»A.GES:«

Lord Shannon cultivated alfo: generally had
five or fix acres for four or five years; thefortthe
flat Dutch, and got very fine ¢rops. Gave them
to cattle of all forts, who eat them very greedily
and did better upon them thati upon tarnips,
but would not laft longer than Chriftmas,
otherwife would have preferred them." The
crops of corn after them neither better-nor
worfe than after turnips. Tried dlfo the Scotch
and other forts, but preferred the'flat Dutch to
any other. Oné great objection to both cab-
bages and tarnips 1s the mildnefs of the feafon
in Ireland, which is {o gredt as to burft the
cabbages, -andmake the turnips run to feed be-
fore their time. As 6 the grafs {pringing fo
faft inwinter, as to prevent the necefity of the
culture, he does not find. it. Cdbbages muft
be well manured for. ' Yol

P AR AT O BN
Lord Shannon planted eighteen acres of po-

tatocs with the plough, manuring only the fur-
Vor. I D rows
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raws ; horfe and hand-hoed them perfettly, to
keep them free from weeds; did it twice, and
purpofed oftener, but the growth'of the crop
was fo luxuriant that neither the horfe nor hoe
could get through them. Took them up with
the plough, and the crop proved exceedingly
good, far better than they would have been in
the common method.

DRILL HUSBANDRY.

Lord Shannon’s expreflion of this mode to
me was excellent, I réad myfelf intoit, and work-
ed myfelf out of . He tried it with wheat, horfe
and hand-hoeing it perfectly, and got a very
fine crop; an unexceptionable one for the mode,
but the produce was not equal to the common
way, while the expenfe, trouble, and attention,
were endlefs, fo. that he was convinced, even:
by -his _fuccefs, that it could not be'a beneficial
mode of culture. For turnips alfo he prefers
very much the broad-caft mode, and never be-
gan the drill method but as an eafe of hoeing.

S0 1 L T NEE

Soiling horfes, &c. in fammer, with grafs
mown every day, Lord Shannon has prattifed
greatly, and finds it highly beneficial, and
particalarly for raifing great quantities of
dung.

b : S E A-
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SEA-SAND AND LIME.

The manures which Lord Shannon ufes are
fea-fand and lime. He prefers the latter for
brown flaty ftone land, and fand for lime-
ftone land : has ufed great quantities of it,
though four to fix miles from the fea. Inone
month he has brought 6719 barrels of it, at
5d. a'barrel, or 139l. 19s. g:d. for 67 acres,
at .100 barrels an acre, and afterwards 50
more for a-fecond dreffing: the effect of it
is very great, particularly in bringing daifies
(bellis) on very poor land, and white clover
when laid on good grafs lands. If a bag breaks;
-and fome accxdentally falls on a wafte, the man
gathcrs it up as clear as he can, yet it is fure
to bring a patch of “white clover. dLime bhis
lordfhlp burns in along-necked kiln, which he
finds to anfwer ‘fo vu.ll thatone bamel of culm
burns ten of lime. Hc lets the kiln, aad buys
the lime at 1s. 4d. a barrel. Draws 26 bar-
rels a day. The calm 4s. a barrel. The la-
bourers hire 1d. a barrel, for quarrying, break-
ing, and burning.

BOUNTIES

Lord Shannons bountx:s to labourers a-

mount to sol. a year. “He gives:themiby way
of encouragement; -but : only to:fuch.as .can
{peak Envhlh and do fomething morethan fil}

a cart.

D2 DITCHES.
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D IICT iC (¥ (E. . S.

His Lordfhip has made fome ditches~of an
extraordinary dlmenﬁon the following feg-
ment :

13f. 6.
b f. ‘ past o

“n 4
el
™ in

4£.61. 10 f.

The center of 13 feet 6 inches, is a terrafs be-
tween two ditches, broad enough to plant a
hedge on each fide of it, and have a riding be-*
tween them.: it is moft completely done, and
will anfwer the double purpofe perfeétly. . He
is ‘alfo doing a good deal in the following
dimenfions:

8 feet 6 1—

> i R ol
™ : © /e
3 3 f.

which ‘cofts a Ihxllmg a perch, a double row of
quick; and a.walk or ride between.
& ,

LINEN
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LINEN MANUFACTORY.

Lord Shannon eftablifhed a fattory at Clogh-
nickelty, in the year 1769, a bleach yard of
feventeen acres of land, with mills, &c. for
bleaching the pieces that are wove in theneigh- .
bourhood. There are ¢4 looms at work in
the town, 100l. a week laid out in yarn, and
at three fairs, - 18o00l. the amount of which is
7000l. a year ; the cloth chiefly coarfe: and
this eftablithment has had’great effect in in-
creafing the manufactures in the neighbour-
hood.

el CHONM "B O 8wdhNS.

He is exceedingly attentive in forming com-
pofts. A river runs through Caftlemartyr,
part of which 1s often full of fand and mud;
this he empties periodically and mixes it with
lime. Inone field I faw larger compoft heaps
of thefe materials, than I remember any where
elfe to have obferved one of thefe was 105
yards long, nine broad and four feet high,
,contammg cubical yards 4 3 1260
Another, 78 and8 broad, and 4 feethigh =~ 832
Another, 155 by s, and 4 feethigh - 1033
Another, 76 by 5, and 4 feet high - - 506

Total - * -5 3631

Among thele hillé were 2000 barrels, or 8§coo
bufhels -of lime: mixed : after this it is need-
3 lefs
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lefs to fay, that he manures his land with un-
common fpirit.

WASTE LAND.

His Lordfhip has reclaimed 109 acres of
furze land, which he has eradicated, and
brought to a very profitable foil.

W ALLTING,

Lord Shannon has inclofed 380 acres with
a moft excellent wall, eight feet and a half high
under the coping, and 8 inches above it. - The

wall is two feet thick at bottom, and 18 inches

at ‘top, and cofts 4s. per perch, or ‘1l. 16s.
running meafure.

B THG - SR

The beft built barn 1 have feen in Ireland,
1s at Caftle Martyr. The bays and threfhing
floor-are fourteen feet high, .and over them are
two ftories for granaries, the firft eight feet two
mches high, and the upper one eight feet nine
inclies, befides the roof, with a door in the eén-
ter of the floors, and a wheel for winding
facks up. It is built in fuch a manner, the
doors, &c. foplated every where at the edges
with-iron, thatit is impoffible a moufe thould
'get’in or out ; or that a rat fhould any where
gnaw his way in. Upon clearing it laft year,
about twenty rhice were found, tﬁat'h'afd been
carricd in in the fheafs, a-dittle ftraw was laid

for
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for them in a corner, and the barn fhut for a
fortnight, at the end of which time they were
found alive, and killed, not one being able to
efcape. I have.feen very fine barns built in
England, on capt ftones, into which no vermin
could get, unlefs carried in, but when they
were carried in they had a million of ways to
get out. \

BULLOCKS DRAWN BY THE HORNS.

Lord Shannon upon going into tillage, found
that the expenfe of horfes was fo great, that
it ‘eat up all the profit of the farm; which
made him determine to ufe bullocks; he did it
in the common method of yokes and bows, but
they performed fo indifferently, and with fuch
manifeft uneafinefs, that he imported the French
method of drawing by the horns ; and in order
to do this effectually, he wrote to a perfon at
Bourdeaux to hire him a man who was practi-
fed in that method. Upon the correfpondent
being applied to, he reprefented difficulties ai-
tending it, the man who was fpoken to having
been in Germany for the fame purpofe. Upon
which Lord Shannon gave diretions that every
thing fhould be bought and fent over which the
labourer wifhed to bring with him. Accord-
ingly, a bullock of the beft fort, that had been
worked three years, was purchafed; alfo a hay-
cart, a plough, harrows, and all the tackle for
harnefling them by the horns, which, with the
man, were fent over. His falary was to be
400 livers a year, with board, &c. The bul-

lock
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lock, 218 livres; tackle for two bullocks, 36.
Two carts, 314. A plough and harrow, 123,
which, with other expenfes, came to 45l 17s.
and freight 16]. 16s. Upon the whole, the
experiment coft, from firft to laft, to bring it
thoroughly to bear, about an hundred pounds.
His Lordfhip is perfuaded, that the firft year
of his introducing it at large on his farm,
faved him the whole. He has purfued the me-
thod ever fince, and with the greateft fuccefs.
He finds the bullocks fo perfetly at thejr eafe,
that it'is a pleafure to fee them; for firft break-
ing up lays, and for crofs ploughing,” he ufes
four, but in all fucceeding earths, only two;
nor more for the firft ploughing of ftubbles’;
I faw fix ploughs doing this in a wheat ftubble,
and they did it five or fix inches ‘deep’ with
great eafe, Upon fitlt introducing it, there
was a combination among all’ his. men againft
the praflice, but Lord Shannon was determin-
ed to carry his point; in this matter, he
followed a courfe that' had all imaginable
fuccefs ; one lively fenfible boy took to the
oxen, and worked them readily, His Lordfhip
at once advanced this boy to eight pence a
day : this did the bufinefs at onge; others
followed the example, and fince that he has
had numbers who could manage them, and
plough as well as the Frenchman. They
plough an ‘acre a day with eafe; and carry
very great loads'of corn and hay, coals, &c.
Four bullocks in' the French cart brought
twelve barrels of coals, fhip meafure, each
5. cwt. ‘or thirée tons, but the tackle of the
Sy : forg
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fore couple breaking, the other two drew the
load ‘above a'mile to a forge, Two of them
drew'35 cwt. of flag “ftouc, threec miles with
eafe ; but Lord Shannon does not i comman
work them'in this manner, three tons he thinks
a proper load far four bullocks. Upon the bai-
liff, Mr. Bere, mentioning loads drawn by thefe
oxen, that appeared to me moft extraordinarily
great, I'expreflfed many doubts; his Lordfhip
mmmediately ordered the French harveft cart to
be loaded half a mile from the reeks : it was
done; 1020 fheafs of wheat were laid’ on it,
and two oxen drew it without difficulty; we
then weighed forty fheafs, the weight 251lb.
at which rate the 1020 cameto 63751b. or
above three tons, which is a vaft weight for
two oxen to draw; I am very much in doubt
whether in yoaks they would have ftirred the
cart {o loaded,

Lord Shannon has an excellent way of ma-
naging all his cattle in one circumftance, which
is to mark them on the horn with numbers,
and keeps a book ruled . in columns, and en-
graved, by which means, on turning to the
number, he fees every particular of the beaft,
which are inferted in the columns. He trains
them for work at three to four years old, gent-
ly breaking them in at once, without any dif-
ficulty.

The common hufbandry about Caftle Mar-
tyr, will' be feen' from the following account,
for which particulars T'ani obliged to the atten-

tion
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tion of this patriotic nobleman, who took every
method to have me well informed. Farms rife
from one hundred to three hundred acres, but
fome to one thoufand, of which fize Lord
Middleton has one. Farms not taken in part-
nerfhip {o much as in other parts ; two or three
will take a farm of thirty or forty acres, but
it is not general. The foil is various ; the vale,
from Carricktowel to Killay, of ten or twelve
miles long, and four over, is of lime-flone ;
the hills. are brown ftone ; the loam upon it is
from three inches to eight feet, {trong, rich and
good ; dry in winter, and good turnip Jand.
Thefe lime-ftone rocks are full of cavities, and
fubterrancous paflages, fo that if you cut a
drain -to carry water off, and touch upon a
bime- ftone rock, probably all will find its way.
Rent of the barony of Imokilly, onan average,
twelve fhillings an acre; Kilnatalton, eight
fhillings. A third part of the county is wafte
land, the price of which is rifen extremely in a
few years; rent, one fhilling; the reft of the
county, eight {hillings. The courfe of crops:

1. Potatoes, upon clay ground, dunged and

Eloughed at 3], plant fix barrels at two and a

alf cwt. produce 5o to-100 barrels ; potatoes
fell 2. 10 4s. a barrel. :

2. Wheat, fow twelve ftone, produce five
barrels, :

3- Oats, on gne plonghing, fow a barrel of
fourteen: ftone, crop eight barrels, Some
. (9P 8T 34
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poor people take one or two more crops of
oats. ;

-

4. Lay out for grafs from two to twelve years,
They fometimes burn for potatoes, efpecially on
the abfentee eftates, and get as good crops, as
in the other way.

Expence of an acre of potatoes.

Rent — ot

- 3 o o

Seed — — — o0 18 o

Planting and trenching, fortydaysof aman 1 o o

Taking up and carryinghome, &c.  — 1 © o

Tythe — - —_— o6 0
L6 4 o

Propuce.

Seventy barrels at3s, — 10 10 ©

Expences — —  — 6 4 o

Profit —_ = — f.4 b6 o

A difpute arifing upon the produce of po-
tatoes, Lord Shannon ordered fome fpades
fquare (each 51 feet) to be takenup, and weigh-
ed them ; the weight, on an average, 19lb. per

* {pade, or 108 barrels per acre, each 2521b. that
1s, 12 weights to the barrel, each 21lb. Thefe
were his own potatoes, and not an extra crop
at all, Barley is fometimes put in inftead of oats,

and
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and bere inftead of wheat. A crop of bere
produces 10 barrels ; barley yields 8. No tur-
nipsorrape. A few of the better farmers fow
clover, but the number very inconfiderable.
Fax is fown by few of the common people i in
patches. Paring and burning is called graf-
fing and burning is practifed by the common
farmers, upon fuch eftates as their landlords
will permit. They manure with fea fand for
corn, and fea weed for potatoes ; they will car-
ry them three miles from the fea: all make com-
}\Oﬁa of fand and earth. Dairies are numerous,

rom twenty to fifty cows fet at 3L a cow.
The dairyman has his privilege, which is an
acre of land for every ten cows, a good houfe
and dairy ; a collop for every 10 cows, and will
keep 8 or 10 pigs. If not paid in money, it
1s one cwt. of butter and 12s.in money. A cow
that gives two gallons aday the dairyman can-
not reject : it will take three acres to a cow,
but privilege and all is four-acres. Very few .
flocks in ‘this country ; Mr. Robert Fitz-
gerald has 1000 to 1500: but the number too
few to be worth mentioning. The poor peo-
ple all keep a collop or two of fheep, with w})nch
they clothe themfelves. They plough' gene-
rally with four horfes, fow with, two, and ufe
ploughs of fo bada conftruction, that a man
attends them witha ftrong ftick lcanmtT on the
beam to keep it in the, gxound

Land fells at” twenty-five years purchafe
Rents have not fallen ; for very little of it is
let at more 'than its value. Tythes are every

> where
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where valued by the protor by the acre. "No
emigrations from'the county of Corke. " The
religion is almoft univerfally catholic. * Build:
ing a ‘common cabbin gl. two of ftone, &e. for
311 10s. Theycarry half ‘a barrel of 'fea fand
on’ horfeback, fourteen’'miles from' Corke to
the mountains of Barrymore, and to Mr. Cop-
pinger’s, twenty-four miles;” and it improves
much for tillage : batit is carried when not
to ‘mountainsin cars : it is not found to bé fo
good as hme STHE :

There is'a woollen trade-at Caftle: Martyr:
Mr: James ‘Pratt: in'particalar biys wool in
‘Tipperary and at Ballynafloe. * The beft is the
‘Connaught 5 it s the fineft, and is’thort ; the
lorigeft 1s in the county of Carlow and Tlp—
perary. In Carlow.they keep|the fheep fatten-
ng a-year-longer; after buying in Tipperary.
Tipperary wool §lb. “Carlow 61b. Connaugh’t
4:1b. - Inforting, “the fine belly’ wool is fepa-
rated, the finer will make cloth ‘of 10s: or'rzs.
a )ard 'The back’ and fides are laid by for
coriibing, the other is carded ; ‘about four fifths
of the fleece 'is” éombed. - Combs in his own
houfe, employing ‘16 to 20’ hands’; pays ther
by the ball, 3d. each of 24 oz and’ they earn
8s: a- week ~thefe balls are given out to the
poor - people’ to fpm employing~ above "a
thoufand fpinners:* They fpin a ball from 11
to 13 fkain in‘ four days, attending their fa-
mily befides: * The value is 2s. 8d. per ‘ball:
are paid gd. a‘ball.  In this way of doing it
there are not many tricks, being in general

: ' very
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very honeft. For 11 fkains, 8d.—i2-—¢d.
13—10d.—14—11d. They -are -forted and
packed in packs of ¥8o balls, which fell at 30l.
a pack. It was never known to be higher than
laft year: twenty years ago it.was 235l.-a pack,
about a fourth of what is fpun in this part.-of
the kingdom, is worked up at home. The trade
has been a rifing one for two years.

Edward Roche, Efq; of Kildining, gave me,
at Caftle Martyr, the following -account .of
fome improvements he has made. Has done 250
acres-of mountain, and began-upon 5o of bog ;
the former with paring and burning with
ploughs, at 7s. and. cutting and burning, ss. 6d.
in;Juneand July. Limes with the afhes, sobar-
rels peracre, at 47 gallons, or 75, at 5d. ‘Spread
and -plough in April or May ; then fet to poor
people, at 3os.-an-acre. 'They trench-in po-
tatoes in the common way, get on an average
fixty barrels, then trench-in rye or black eats,
fix men to an acre; crops fix-barrels of .xye,
-20 ftone per barrel, at 7s. or 8s. and black pats,
10 kilderkins,at.11 ftone ; then ~white oats,
8 barrels, fow grafs feeds one barrel, with them,
and 8lb. white clover, and  21lb. rib-grafs.
The land before not -6 d. an acre, could let it
now at 7s. Ploughs with fix bullocks firft,
and four afterwards. Potatoe ftalks he carries
to his pound, but in general are left in"heaps
in the field, and are a nuifance to ploughing.
In 'Wicklow, they bleed their -horfes and
cows, ,and -mix the blood with  meal for

food,
From
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From Caftle Martyr, September zo, to Caftle
Mary, the feat of =——— Longficld, Efgq; who
keeps a 'great quantity of land in 'his hands.
Has cultivated the potatoes, called here bulls,
that is, the Englifh c/uffer, very much for cat-
tle, ‘but nobody will eat them ; he has from fix
to eleven acres yearly: plants them -in the
common manner, and gets 120 barrels'an acre,
of zo ftone each.” I'faw a fpade of five feet
and a half {quare, ‘dug the:produce 23lb. on
very poor land. Onfand and feaweed the fame
{pace of ‘London ladi¢s, weighed 271b. Ma-
nures for them with: fea 'fand and  weed, but
not with'dung ; gives them to his horfes and
bullocks: and when he gives his horfes pota-
toes, they have no oats. It is furprifing to fee
how fond horfes areof them ; they do very well
on them raw, but the beft way is. to boil them,
as they will then fatten the horfes. = Thebul-
locks are equally fond of them, and will follow
him to eat them out:of his-hand. Sheep are the
fame, and will get into the ficlds'to ferape them
up: upon the whole, Mr. Longfield is per-
fuaded ‘that no root ‘or ‘crop in-the world is
more beneficial toa farmer than this potatoee,
{o that’he'thould have continued in turnips,
which herhas cultivated largely but has found
this ' root fo perfeGtly ufeful, that he has ex-
perieniced the abfolute dependence which may
be placed on’ them for winter provifion of ail
forts. rAnd iwhat is.of infinite confequence,
the culture may be extended to-what quantity
you pleafe, without the affiftance of dung, with-
out which other-potatoes cannot be managed.

Mr.
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Mr: Longfield eftablithed the linen manu-
facture here three ‘years-ago,> by ibuilding a
-bleach mill and bleach green:; he has 14 looms
conftantly at work upon his own account, who
are paid” for: what they manufature by the
yard. Thefort generally made is from goo to
1400, and makes 650 picces of 25 yards.length,
annually ;- fells, at prefent; from 23s. to 3os.
a’ piece... The. faétory. employs 50 hands;
bleaches great: quantities for the poor people.
A great many weavers are fcattered about the
country, who' bring  their -webs, &c. to be
bleached here. The flax is raifed, and. the yarn
fpun at Clanikilty and Rofs, &c. in the weft
of the county. No woollen manufactuie is
carried on in this country. « Mr. Longficld has
always ploughed with oxen, which he has found
far more advantageous than hotfes. : Clover he
has cultivated long with very great fuccefs, and
finds it highly beneficial. The county of Corke
two-thirds wafte, at a very low or no rate, the
other third at 13s.

September 211t to-Roftellan, the feat of Lord
Inchiquin, commandinga beautiful ‘view of
Corke harbour, the fhips at Cove, the great
ifland, and the two others which guard the
opening of the harbour. It appears here a
noble bafon of feveral milesextent, furrounded
with high grounds, which want no other ad-
dition but woods. . This view is feen in great
perfection from the windows of two very good
rooms, 25 by 35, which his Lordfhip has built
in addition to the old caftle. o 3i)a
' From
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From Roftellan to Lota, the feat of Frederick
Rogers,  Efq; I had before feen it in the high-
eft perfeétion from the water going from Dun-
kettle to Cove, and from the grounds of Dun-
kettle. Mors. Rogers was fo obliging as to thew
me the back grounds, which are admirably
wooded, and of a fine varied furface.

Got to Corke in the evening, and waited on .
the Dean, who received me with the moft flat-
tering attention. Corkeisone of the moft po-
pulous places I haveever been in; it was market-
day, and I could fearce drive through the freets;
they were fo amazingly thronged : on the other
days, the number is very great. 1 fhould fup-
pofe it muft refemble a Dutch town, for there
are many canals in the ftreets, with quays be-
fore the houfes. The beft built part 1s Morri-
fon’s Ifland, which promifes well ; the old part
of the town is very clofe and dirty. = As to
its commerce, the following particulars I ewe
to Robert Gordon, Efq; the furveyor general:

Average of nineteen jyears export, ending
March 24, 1773. '

Hides, at 11. each — —_ — 64,000
Bay and woollen yarny — — 294,000
Butter, at 30s per cwt. from §6s. to 725« — 180,000
Beef, at 20s. a barrel — — 291,970
‘Camblets, ferges, &ec. e = 40,000
Candles —_ S5 — 34,220
Carried over e L £.904,190

Soap

Vor. II. E
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Brought over ——— 904,190
Soap . C— —_ —_ 20,000
Tallow —_ — — 20,000
Herrings, 1810 35,000}, all their own ~ — 21,000
Glue, 20 to 25,000 — —_ 22,000
Pork —— — 64,c00
‘Wool to England — —_ — 14,000

Small exports, Gottenburgh herrings, horns, hoofs,
&c. feather-beds, palliafles, feathers, &c. 35,000

£. 1,100,190

Average prices of the 19.years on the cuftom
books. All exports on thofe books are rated
at the value of the reign of Charles the Se-
cond; but the imports have always 10 per
cent. on the fworn price added to them. Se-
venty to eighty fail of fhips belong to Corke.
Average of fhips that entered that port in
thofe 19 years, 872 per annum. The number
of people at Corke muftered by the clergy, by
hearth-money, and by the number of houfes,
payments to minifter, average of the three,
67,000 fouls, if taken before the 1t of Sep-
tember, after that 20,000 increafed. There
are 700 coopers in the town. Barrels, all of
oak or beech, all from America: the latter
for herrings, now from Gottenburgh and
Norway. The excife of Corke now no more
than in Charles the Second’s reign. Ridi-
culous ! 5;

Cork old duties, in 1751, produced /. 62,0c0
Now the fame 140,000

' Bullocks
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Bullocks 16,000 head, 32,000 barrels ; 41,000
hogs, 20,000 barrels. Butter 22,000. Firkins
of half a hundred weight each, both increafe
this year, the whole being

240,000 firkins of butter
120,000 barrels of beef,

Export of woollen yarn from Corke, 300,0001.
a year in the Irnfh market. No wool fmug-
gled, or at leaft very little. The wool comes
to Corke, &c. and is delivered out to combers,
who make it into balls. Thefe ballsare boaght
up by the French agents at a vaft price, and
exported ; but even this does not amount to

40,000 L. a year..
Prices.

Beef, 21s. per cwt. never fo high by 2s. 6d.
Pork, 30s. never higher than 18 s: 6d. owing
to the army demand. Slaughter dung, 8d.
for a horfe-load. Country labourer 6d. about
town 1o0d. Milk 7 pints a penny. Coals
3s.8d. to 5s. abarrel, 6 of which make a

ton. Eggs 4 a penny.

Corke labourers, Cellar ones 20,000; have ‘
rs. 1d. a day, and as much bread, beef and
beer, as they can eat and drink, and 7lb. of
offals a week for their families. Rent for their
houfe, 40s. Mafon and Carpenters labourers
1od. a day. Sailors, now, 31. a month and
fhip provifions : before the American war, 28s.

B Porters
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Porters and coal-heavers paid by the great.
State of the poor people in general incompa-
rably better off than they were 20 years ago.
There are imported 18,000 barrels annually of
Scotch herrings, at 18s. a barrel. The falt
for the beef trade comes from Lifbon, St.
Ube’s, &c. The falt for the fifh trade from
Rochelle ; for butter Englith and Trifh.

Particulars of ‘the woollen fabricks of the
county of Corke reccived from a manufac-
turer. 'The woollen. trade, ferges and camb-
lets, ratteens, frizes, druggets, and narrow
cloths, the Jaft they make to ros. and 125. a
yard; if they might export to 8s. they are
very clear that they could get a great trade for
the woollen manufaltures of Corke; the
wool comes from Galway and Rofcommon,
combed here by combers, who earn 8s. to
10s. a week into balls of 24 ounces, which
1s fpun into worfteds, of twelve {kains to the
ball, and exported to Yarmouth for Nor-
wich ; the export price, 30l. a pack, to 33l
never before fo high ; average of them 261. to
30l. Some they work up at home into ferges,
ftuffs, and camblets ; the ferges at 12d. a yard,
34 inches wide; the ftoffs fixteen inches, at
16d. the camblets at nine-pence halfpenny to
thirteen pence; the fpinners at nine-pence a
ball, one 11 a week ; or aball and half twelve-
pence a week, and attend the family befides;
this 1s done moft in Waterford and Kerry,
particularly near Killarney ; the weavers earn
1 5. a day on anaverage. Full three-fourth;

o
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of the wool is exported in yarn, and only one-
fourth worth worked up, Half the wool of
Ireland is combed in the county of Corke.

A very great manufacture of ratreens at
Carric-on-fure, the bay worfted is for ferges,
fhalloons, &c. Woollen yarn for coarfe cloths,
which latter have been loft for fome years,
owing to the high price of wool. The bay
export has declined fince 1770, which declen-
fion is owing to the high price of wool.

No wool {muggled, not even from Kerry,
not a floop’s carge in twenty years, the price
too high ; the declenfion has been confider-
able. For every 86 packs that are exported,
a licence from the Lord Lieutenant, for which
201, is paid, :

From the ac¢t of the laft feffions of Great
Britain for exporting woollen goods for the
troops in the pay of Ireland, Mr. Abrabam
Lane, of Corke, eftablifhed a new manufac-
ture of army cloathing for that purpofe,
which is the firft at Corke,.and pays g40l. a
week in labour only. Upon the whole there
has been no increafe of woollen manufacture
within 20 years. Is clearly of opinion that
many fabricks might be worked up here much
* cheaper than in- France, of cloths that the
French have beat the Englifh out of ; thele are,
particularly, broad-cloths of one yard and
half-yard wide, from 3s. to 6. 6d a yard

for
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for the Levant trade.” Frizes which is now
fupplied from ' Carcaffone in Languedoc.
Frizes of 24 to 27 inches, at 10d. to 13d. a
yard. Flannels, 27 to 36, from ~d. to 14d.
Serges of 27 to 36 inches, at 7d. to 12d. a
yard ; thefe would work up the coarfe wool.
At Ballynafloe fair, in July, 200,000l. a year
bought in wool. There is a manufatory of
knit-ftocking. by the common women about
Corke, for eight or ten miles around ; the yarn
from 12d.to 18d.a pair, and the worfted, from
16d. to 20d. and earn from 12d. to 18d. a
week. Befides their own confumption, great
quantities are fent to the north of Ireland.

All the weavers in the country are con-
fined to towns, have no land, but fmall gar-'
dens. Bandle or narrow limen, for home
confumption, is made in the weftern part of
- the county. Generally fpeaking, the circum-
ftances of all the manufacturing poor are bet-
ter than they were twenty years ago. The
manufactures have not declined, though the
exportation has, owing to the increafed home
confumptions. Bandon was once the feat of
the ftuff, camblet, and thag manufacture,
but has in feven years declined above three-
fourths. - Have changed it for the manufac-
ture of coarfe green linens, for the London
market, from 6d. to gd. a yard, 27 inches
wide ; but the number of manufaturers in

eneral much leflened.

Septeﬁlber.
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September 22d, left Corke, and procecded
to Coolmore, the feat of the Rev. Archdeacon *
Oliver, who is the capital farmer of all this
neighbourhood ; no perfon could be more
defirous of procuring me the information I
withed, nor any more able to give it me. Mr.
‘Oliver began the culture of turnips four
years ago, and found them {o profitable that
he has every year had a field of them in the
broad-caft method, and well hoed. This year
they are exceedingly fine, clean, and well
hoed, fo that they would be no difgrace to a
Norfolk farmer. This is the great objett
wanting in Irifh tillage ; a gentleman, there-
fore, who makes fo confiderable a progrefsin it,
alts in a manner the moft deferving praife
that the whole circle of his hufbandry will
admit. Mr. Oliver has ufually drawn his
crops for fheep and black cattle; for the
former he has fpread them upon grafs fields -
to their very great improvement ; and the
cattle have had them given in ftalls. All forts
have done perfeétly well on them, infomuch
that he is fully convinced of their great
importance: he has found that they fupport
the cattle much better than any thing elfe,
to fuch a degree of fupericrity, he is deter-
mined never to be without a crop. He has
always dunged for them, except when he has
ploughed up a grafs lay, and then he has
found it not neceflary, :

In
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In bringing in furzy wafte land he has
improved very extenfively. - One inftance in
particular I fhall mention, becaufe it, is the
beft preparation for laying land to grafs that

1 have met with in Ireland: he firft dug
" it and put in potatoes, no manure, the crop
middling ; and after that cleared it of ftones.
‘which were in great numbers, and fowed tur-

nips, of which crop the following are thg
particulars.

“In November 1771, the Rev. Archdeacon
John Oliver (at his refidence in the county of
Corke) began to cultivate a field for turnips
and cabbages; the field contained about 40
Englith acres, but was fo full of rocks that
only about ten or eleven plantatlon acres
could be tilled, the remainder being a lime-
ftone quarry ; the furface in the palt tilled,
in general, not above four inches deep, and
in the deepeft part not above twelve inches
over the lime-ftone quarry'; this groand was
planted with potatoes the fpring preceding,
without any manure, and all done with the
fpade, and in many parts there was not
fufficient covering for them. The plough-
ing for ‘turnips and cabbages was finifhed
the latter end of December; it remained in
that ftate till the month of March following
(1772,) when a large quantity of ftones were
taken out ‘with crows and fpades, 1t was
then ploughed a fecond time, then har-
rowed with very ftrong harrows made on
purpofe about the latter end of May it was

rolled
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rolled with a wooden roller; on the 11th,
12th, and 13th of June, it was fowed with
about one pound and a quarter of feeds to the
Englith acre. 'When the turnips were in four
leaves there appeared more fern and potatoes
than turnips, which were weeded out by hand,
at a great expenfe; and in about three weeks
after, when the turnips began to bottom, they
got a fecond weeding as before, after which
they were again thinned by hand; thefe diffe-
rent operations were continued till the turnips -
were about a pound weight, and then they
were thinned again, and weeded as often as
there was occafior, and now it is imagined -
they are as great a crop as any in the kingdom,
fome thoufands weighing:fourteen pounds per
tarnip. Part of the fame field i1s fowed in
drills, thinned and weeded as the other, but
they are not equal to the broad caft, but area
very good crop. Another part of the famg
field 1s planted with 20,300 cabbages of diffe-
rent kinds, namely, the flat Dutch, borecole,
large late Dutch cabbage, turnip-cabbage, and
large Scotch cabbage, at three feet between each
drill, and two feet in the rows, which is at
leaft one foot too near in the drills, and half a
foot in the rows, as they now touch one another
this 13th of October. All the faid cabbages
and turnips were cultivated with the plough,
and the. cabbages hoed with the garden hoes,
and manured moftly with rotten dung; part
with horfe-dung, not half rotten, from the
ftable; part with cow-dung, not rotten; part
with fea-flob and lime mixed; all which ma-

2 nures
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nures anfwer very well. One fmall part of
the field where the cabbages were planted, was
broke from the lay laft March, got fix plough-
ings and five harrowings; another part four
ploughings and three harrowings.

‘The quantity of ground under turnips is 8a. 1r. 10 p.
Under cabbages 22. 1. 10P™

The turnip ground got no manure of any
kind, nor was it burned.

The foregoing improvements were conduct-
ed under the immediate care and manage-
ment of

MAURICE MURRAY.”

After thefe turnips he fowed barley, and with .
the barley, grafs feeds; before this improve-
ment the land was worth 10s. an acre, but after
it would let for 25s. the grafs having fucceed-
ed perfectly. Cabbages Mr. Oliver has alfo
cultivated thefe four years, and with fuccefs,
but does not find, upon the whole, they fuc-
ceed fo well as turnips, except Reynolds’ tur-
nip-rooted cabbage, which is of very great ufe
late in the fpring, after other forts are gone.
Beans Mr. Oliver has alfo tried in fmall quan-
tities, and feem to do pretty well; I faw his
crop this year drilled and well managed, and a
good produce, enough to give him the expecta-
tion of their being an advantageous article.
Lucerne he has alfo tried, but found the trouble
of kecping it clean too great to anfwer the cul-

tivation.
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tivation. Upon manures he has tried an ex-
periment, which promifes to be of confider-
able confequence ; upon fome land he took
in from a creek of Corke harbour, un-
der the flob or fea ooze he dug fome very fine
blue marle; this he tried for potatoes againft
dung; the crops to appearance very equal, but
upon meafuring a_fpade of each, the part marled
yielded 14lb. but that dunged only 731k, but
the dunging was not a confiderable one. Itis
an obje¢t of prodigious confequence to be able
to get potatoes at all with marle. In the cul-
tivation of this root Mr. Oliver has introduced
the mode of planting them in drills, two feet
and a half afunder, with the plough, and found
that the faving of labour is exceedingly great,
but that the difference of crop is rather 1n fa-
vour of the common method: an acre which

ielded 1005 weights, the drilled 822, but fav-

ing in the feed of the drilled 60 weights, each .
weight 211b.

Mr. Oliver has juft taken a farm of 400 acres
of land, wafte or exhaufted by the preceding
tenant by inceffant crops of corn; this land
was rented as 1s. 6d. an acre, but Mr. Oliver
has tried it at 15s. and is at prefent engaged in
making very great improvementson it; drain-
“ing the wet parts, grubbing furze, fallowing,
liming, inclofing, and building offices, doing
the whole in the moft perfet manner, and will
foon make the farm carry an appearance very
different from what it ever did before. His
fallows for wheat had been well and often

ploughed,



6 € O OLM O R E

ploughed, and of a countenance very different
trom any lands in the neighbourhood.

A year after the date of this journey, having
the pleafure of being again with this excellent
improver, I had a farther opportunity of be-
coming better acquainted with his manage-
ment. I had alfo gone over an improvement of
his at Duntreleague, near Mitchelftown, where
he advanced 300 acres of mountain from sol.
or 6ol. a year to 3ool. a year, having hired it
on a leafe for ever; he divided the whole in
fields of a proper fize by well-made ditches,
doubly planted with quick and rows of trees;
the lands were improved with lime, laid down
to grafs, and let to tenants who pay their rents
well; but Mr. Oliver refiding at a diftance, the
trees were very much damaged and hurt by
the tenants cattle. To all appearance this im-
provement was as completely finithed as any in
Ireland, and the great profit arifing from the
undertaking induced the archdeacon to at-
tempt his new one I mentioned above. In that
I found a very great progrefs made : befides an
excellent barn of ftone and flate, there was a
fteward’s houfe, ftables, &c. and a good farm-
yard, walled in; and it was wi_th'particular
pleafure ] faw (it was in winter) alarge num-
ber of cows and young cattle very well littered in
it-with ftraw, and feeding on turnips a thick
layer of fea-fand having been fpread all over
it. The improvement and cultivation of the
farm went on apace, efpecially the liming ;" the
kiln had been burning a twelvemonth, in which
tinte the expenfe had been as follows :

' : 364 barrels

’
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364 barrels of culm, at 4s. = = 73 0. 0O
The quarry is 1 5 mile Englith from the kiln ; two
horfes and two men drawing ftone, at 18s: a

week - - - - 46 16 o
T wo men quarrying, §s: a week to one, and 3s.

a week to the other - - 20 16
Breaking and burning, 8s. a week - - 20 16
Gunpowder, 1s. amonth = - b Tt
34 waggon-load of coal cinders, bought at Corke,

at 10s. o & 3 D25 0 O
One horfe and man carries out 24 barrels a day,

at 1s. 6d. 242 days - - EIR0 ¢ )

—_—

Total £.192 1 o

 —

The quantity of lime drawn from February
1777toFeb. 1778 was 5824 barrels, the expenfé
sherefore juft 8d.a barrel. One Corke barrel* of
¢culm, at 4s. ufed every day, and half a barrel of
afhes : the kiln draws 18 barrels a day, 16 for i
of culm, and 10 for 1 including cinders. This
barrel of culm is 6 bufhels heaped. Mr. Oli-
ver had an old memorandam, that the price
of fuel was three-pence farthing per barrel of
lime. Twelve tons of lime-ftone produces 5o’
barrels of roach lime. Nor does the arch-
deacon truft to lime alone; he buys great quan-
tities of dung and foap afhes in Corke. At
the fame time I viewed his turnip crops on his
home farm, and found them excellent, and
many oxen tied in ftalls fattening on them, a
practice he finds exceedingly profitable; when

other
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other graziers fell their bullocks with difficulty,
he puts his to turnips, and doubles and trebles
their value. In 1777 he had 23 acres of tur-
nips. Before I conclude this account of his
{prrited exertions, I muft add, that if a very
flt:w improvers in Ireland have gone through
more extenfive operations, I have not found
one more attentive or more practical, and,
upon the whole, fcarcely any that come near
to him.

Land about Coolmore Jets from 8s. to zos.
The foil lime-ftone. Farms rife from sol. to
3o00l.  The courfes are,

1. Potatoes, yield “so barrels. 2. Wheat,
3 barrels: add fometimes, 3. Oats. .4. Lay
out for grafs. :

The poor people have moftof them land with
their cabbins, from four to fix acres, which
they fow with potatoes and wheat. Not many
of them keep cows, but a few forry fheep for
milk ; they generally have milk, cither of their
own, or bought, in {ummer, and in winter they
have herrings ; but live, upon the whole, worfe
than in many other parts of the kingdom.
The price of labour 6d. a day the year round;
in harveft 8d. Rent of a cabbin 20s. Many
dairies here, which are generally fet at four
pound a cow, fome four guineas, and near
Corke, five pounds.

& The
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The manures are lime, at 1s. 4d. a barrel
roach; if burnt by themfelves, 8d. to 1od. lay
thirty to fifty barrels. Sea fand is ufed, fixty
to eighty bags, each five pecks, to the acre.
Corke dung cofts 6d. to 1s. a car load ; it is all
bought up very carefully; 1ol. a year is paid
for the cleaning of one ftreet; this argues a
very {pirited hufbandry.

Rode to the mouth of Corke harbour; the
grounds about it are all fine, bold, and varied,
but fo bare of trees, that there is not a fingle
view but what pains one in the want of wood.
Rents of the tract fouth of the river Carago-
Iine, from gs. to jos. average, 10s. Not one
man in five has a cow, but'generally from one
to four acres, upon which they have potatoes,
and five or {ix fheep, which they milk, and fpin.
their wool. Labour sd. in winter, 6d. infum-
mer ; many of them for three months in the
vear live on potatoes and water, the reft of it
they have a good deal of fith.  Bat it is remark-
ed, at Kinfale, that when iprats are moft plen-
tiful, difeafes are moft common. Rent for a
mere cabbin, 10s. Much paring and burning;
paring twenty-eight men a day, fow wheat on
it and then potatoes ; get great crops. The foil
a fharp ftoney land; no lime-ftone fouth of
the above river. Manure for potatoes, with
fea weed for 26s. which gives good crops, but
lafts only one year. Sea fand much ufed, no
fhells init. Farms rife to two or three hun-
dred acres, but are hired in partnerfhip.

Before
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Before I quit the environs of Corke, I muft
temark, that the country on the harbour, I
think preferable, in many refpets for a refi-
dence, to any thing I have feen in Ireland. Firf,
It is the moft foutherly part of the kingdom.
Second, there are very great beauties of profpect.
Third, by much the moft animated, bufy {cene
of thipping in all Ireland, and confequently,
Fourth, a ready price for every product.  Fifth,
great plenty of éxcellent fith and wild fowl.
Sixth, the neighboarhood of a great city for
objects of ¢onvenience:

September 24th, took my leave of Mr. Oliver;
I purpofed going from hence to Bandon, in the
way to Carbury, and fo to Killarney, by
Bantry and Nedeen, and with this view had got
letters of recommendation to {feveral gentle-
men inthat country; but hearing that the Priefts
Leap between Bantry and Nedeen was utterly
impaffable, the road not being finifhed, which
is making by fubfcription. Tchangedmy route;
and took the Macroon road. Dined with Co=
lonel Ayres, who informed me that the agri-
culture of that neighbourhood was very indif-
ferent, and little ‘worth noting, except the
ufe of lime as a manure, which is practifed
with great fuccefs. From his houfe I took the
Nedeen road.

Paffed Brockham; the place where Cornelius
Townthend, Efq; eight years ago fixed two
Suffex farmers, to improve a ftoney mountain.
1 faw the land, and fome of the buildings, and

: having
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having heard feveral accounts of the tranfac-
tion from friends to the farmers, which ac-
counts had been received from them ; I wifhed
to have Mr. Townfhend’s, and with that view
called at his houfe, but unfortunately he was
not at home; as I miffed him, I fhall only
mention the affair in the light it appeared to
me from the particulars I received from differ~
ent hands.

Mr. Townfhend withing to improve his ef-
tate, a confiderable part of which confifted of
mountain, but furprizingly full of rocks and
ftones; he engaged two Suffex farmers, (Meflrs.
Crampe, and Johnfon) to come_over to Ire-
land, to view the lands in queftion: they both-
came over, examined the land, and hired a
tract for fome time at no rent, or a very fmall
one, and after that at a rent-named and agreed
to. The men returned, fettled their affairs in
England, bought very “fine horfes, and em-
barked all their ftock, implements, &c. and
came over, under circumftances of great, but
ufelefs expence. When they got to the land,
houfes and offices were built for them, in a
moft complete ftile, and among others, a barn
100 feet long, and 37 broad ; an exceedingly ill-
judged expence, the refult of bringing merely
Englith (perhaps mxf’taken in ideas) into the
climate of Ireland.

Thefe buildings being executing at the land-
lord’s expence, but the tenants drawing the
materials, they began the improvement; and

Vor. II. F found
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found the'land fo exceflively ftoney, that the
expence of clearing was too great to be within
a poflibility of anfwering. One field of eight
acres coft 1ool. in clearing: walls were buile-
10 feet thick, with ftones that arofe in clear-
ing the land. The undertaking went on for
4 years, but was then concluded in the way
one might have expetted. 'The men were ruin~
ed, and Mr. Townfhend fuffered confiderably
by the expences of the undertaking, rifing in-
finitely beyond what he had ever thought they
could amount to.

Had Mr. Townfhend met with farmers of
fufficient knowledge in their profeflion, they
would riot probably have fixed on this fpot at
all; certainly when they found to what excefs
it abounded with ftones, they would have per-
fuaded him either to give them other land, or
have hired a more favourable foil of fome other
landlord : at all events to perfift in improving
a fpot, theimprovement of which could never
be repaid, whether it was upon their own, or
their landlord’s account, was equally inexcula-
ble in point of prudence, and the fure way to
bring difcredit on the undertaking, and ridi-
cule on what falfely acquired the name of Eng=
lifh bufbandry. Planting is the only proper im-
provement for land abounding to fuch excefs
with rocks.

From hence I reached Sir John Coulthurft’s
at Knightfbridge, who has a very extenfive ef-
tate here, 7000 acres of which are mountain’

and
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and bog. I was unfortunate in not having
feen Sir John’s feat, near Corke, for there he
is at work upon 1000 acres of mountain, and
making very great improvements, in which,
among other circumftances, he works his bul-
locks by the horns.

September 25th, took the road to Nedeen,
through the wildeft region of mountains that I
remember to have feen 5 1t is a dreary, but an
interefting road. The various horrid, gro-
tefque and unufual formsin which the moun-
tains rife, and the rocks bulge; the immenfe
height of fome diftant heads, which' rear above
all the nearer fcenes, the torrents roaring in
the vales, and breaking down the mountain
fides, w1th here and there a wretched cabbin,
and a fpot of culture yielding furprife to find
human beings the inhabitants of fuch a fcene
of wildnefs, altogether keep the traveller’s mind
in an agitation and fufpence. Thefe rocks and
mountains are many of them no otherwife im-
provable than by planting, for which, howe-
ver, they are exceedingly well adapted.

Sir John was fo obliging as to fend half a
dozen labourers with me, to help my chaife
up a mountain fide, of which he gave a formi-
dable account : in truth it deferved it. The
-road leads .directly againft a mountain ridge,
and thofe who made it were fo incredibly ftu-
pid, that they kept the ftrait line up the hill,
inftead of turning afide to the right, to wind
around a projetion of it. The path of the

Fa road
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road is worn by torrents into a channel, which
is blocked up in places by huge fragments, fo
that it would be a horrid road on a level; but
on a hill fo fteep, that the beft path would be
difficult to afcend, it may be fuppofed terrible :
the labourers, two pafling ftrangers, and my,
fervant, could with difficulty get the chaife up.
It is much to be regretted that the diretion of
the road is not changed, as all the reft from
Corke to Nedeen is good enough. For a few
miles towards the latter place the country is
flat on the river Kenmare, much of it good, -
and under grafs or corn. Paffed Mr. Orpine’s
at Ardtilly, and another of the fame name at
Killowen. ' i

Nedeen is a little town, very well fituated,
on the noble river Kenmare, where fhips of
150 tons may comeup: there are but three or
four good houfes. Lord Shelburne, to whom
the place belongs, has built one for his agent.
Thiere is a vale of good land, which is here
from a mile and a half to a mile broad; and to
tte north and fouth, great ridges of mountains
faid to be full of rines.

At Nedeen, Lord Shelburne had taken care
to have me well informed by his people in that
country, which belongs for the greateft part
to himfelf, hie has above 150,000 Irifh acres in
Kerry ; the greateft part of the barony of Glan-
reught belongs to him, moft of Dunkerron and
Iveragh. The country is all a region of moun- -
tains, inclofed by a vale of flat land on the ri-

ver';
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ver; the mountains to the fouth come to
the water’s edge, with but few variations, the
principal of which is Ardee, a farm .of Lord
Shelburne’s: to the north of the- river, the
flat land is one-half to three quarters of a mile
*broad. The mountains to the fouth reach to
Bear-haven, and thofe to the north to Dingle-
bay; the foil is extremely various; to the
fouth of the river all are fand ftones, and the
hills ioam, ftone, gravel, and bog. To the
north there is a flip of lime-ftone land, from
Kilgarvon to Cabbina-cufh, that is fix miles
eaft of Nedeen, and three to the wefk, but is
not more than a quarter of a mile broad, the
reft including the mountains all fand ftone,
As to its rents, it is very difficult to tell what
they are ; for land is let by the plough ‘land
and gineve, 12 gineves to the plough land ;
but the latter denomination is not of any par-~
ticular quantity  for no 2 plough lands are
the fame. The fize of farms is various, from
40 acres to 1000, lefs quantities go with cab-
bins, and fome farmsare taken by labourers
in partnerfhip. Their tillage corfifts of po-
tatoes meafured by the peck of §4lb. manyre
for them with fea weed, three boat loads to an
acre, each at 16s. 3d. the poor people’ ufe no-
thing elfe : but thofe who can afford it, lay
dung with it. Thefe potatoes are the firft
crop. Thirty pecks plant an acre, and it
takes from twenty to thirty men to fet an acre

in aday. '
' 1. Potatoes,

= 7
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1. Potatoes. 2. Potatoes. 3. Oats, or bar-
ley, good crops. 4. Lay it out for what
comes, and in the firlt feafon the fineft grafles
appear. Bty

Some wheat i1s fown, but not generally by
the poor people. Oats are the common crop.
This is the fhort hiftory of their arable ma-
nagement. There are fome dairies ; from 12
to 24 cows in each, and are fet at gos. or one
cwt. of butter and 12s. horn money, thedairy-
men’s privilege is two collops to 20 cows; a
cabbin, and three acres of land. The butter
1s all carried to Corke on horfes backs. Three
years ago 40s. a cow was the higheft. The
common ftock of the mountains are young
cattle, bred by the poor people; but the large
farmers go generally to Limerick for year-
lings, turn them on the mountains, where they
are kept till three years old, when they fell
them at Nedeen or Killarney, engaging them:
to be with calf. Buy at 4o0s. this year, but
ufed to be from 205s. to 30s. formerly fold at
50s.now at 3l. The poor people’s heifers fell
at three yearsold, at gos. their breed isthe little
mountain, or Kerry cow, which upon good land
gives a great deal of milk. I have remarked,
as I travelled through the country, much of
the Alderney breed in fome of them. The
winter food, which the farmers provide, is
to keep bottom lands through the fummer,
which they call a nurfery, to which they bring
their cattle down from the mountains when
the weather becomes fevere, There are great

g * numbers
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numbers of . fwine, and many reared on the
mountains by the Tormentile roct, which
abounds there, and from which they will come
down good pork. There are few fheep kept, -
not {ufficient to cloath the poor people, who,
however, work up what there is: into frize.
Lambs fell from 2s. 2d. to 3s. at four months
old. Three year old wethers, fat, from ss.
to 8s. weight about glb. a quarter, and are
admirable mutton. A ewe’s fleece, one pound
and a half to two pound and a half. A famb’s,
one pound. A three year old wether, two
pound and a half. 'They have fome cows,
which are fattened in the vales ; and alfo fome
on the mountains, weighing 2 cwt. and two
and a quarter. Many goats are kept on the
mountains, efpecially by the poor people, to
whom they are a very great fupport ; for upon
the mountains the milk of a goat is equal to
that of a cow; and fome of the kids are killed
for meat, ;

Upon afking whether they ploughed with
horfes or oxen, I was told there was not a
plough in the whole parith of Tooavifta,
which is 12 miles long by 7 broad. All the
tillage is by the Irith loy; ten men dig an
acre a day that has been ftirred before. It
will take forty men to putin an acre of pota-
toes in a day. Rents have fallen greatly in
moft parts of Kerry. Tythes in 1770 and
I 1771 were taken in kind, owing to their
having been pulbed up to, too great a height;
fince 1771 they have been lowered ; the proc-

tor
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tor every year values the tythe of the whole
farm. Leafes are, fome for ever, others 31
years, and fome 21. The rent of a cabbin,
without  land, 6s. with an acre of land,
tl. 2s. gd. The grafs for a cow is 40s. on
the mountains from 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. a
quarter, They have generally about five acres.
They all keep a cow or two. All on the
mountains have goats. Swine alfo are uni-
verfal among them. The labour of the farms
are generally carried on by cottars, to whom
the farmer affligns a cabbin, and a garden,
and the running of two collops on the moun-
tain, for which he pays a rent; he is bound
to work with his mafter for 3d a day and
two meals. Their food in fummer potatoes
and milk ; but in fpring they have only po-
tatoes and water. Sometimes they have her-
rings and fprats. They never eat falmon,
The religion 1s in general Roman catholic,

Lime, 1s. a barrel, but may be burnt for 8d.
Fuel, all turf, 13d. a flane, each flane four
feet long, by two feet broad. Price of build-
ing a cabbin, with ftone and flate in lime
mortar 2ol.

There has been a confiderable fithery upon
the coaft of Kerry,, paltncular]y in the Ken-
mare, at Bal]enfklllmgs in Iveragh, in the ri-
ver Valentla, in Bear Haven, 1n Caf’clemam
bay, in Dmglc bay, &c. Laft year, that in
the Kenmare river was the moft confiderable :
it employed twelve boats. 'This year none at
all; the’ chief in Ballenfkerrings and river

: Valentia.

i
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Valentia. None in Kenmare for feveral years
before : but great abundance of fprats for
three years. Salmon is conftant; they ex-
port about five tons, falted. The herrings
chiefly for home confumption, falted and
freth. The herring boats are of two tons,
14 foot keel, coft building 3l. 3s. five men
go in each: they are built here of bog
deal. A ftring of three nets coft 3l. the
poor go fharesin the fithery ; build or hire the
boat, and join for the nets, which are made
of hemp, bought at Corke, and fpun and
made here : they tan them with bark. There
are many more men would go out if they
had boats, but it is a very uncertain fifhe-
ry. Many perfons have put themfelves to
confiderable expence about it, but without
fuccefs, except thirty-three years ago, when
the pxlchards came m, andhave never been
here firice,

Killarney is the puncxpal market for wheat
which is twelve miles diftant. A floop con-
ftantly employed upon the river Kenmare, in
bringing falt and carrying lime-ftone, or
whatever was wanted, would be a great im-
provement,

Lord Shelburne has a plan for improving
Nedeen, to which he has given the name
of Kenmarc from his friend the nobleman,
with that title, which, when executed, muft be
of confiderable importance. Itis to bmld ten
cabbins, and annex ten acres to each cabbin,

rent
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rent free for twenty-one years; alfo to form
twenty-acred  allotments for the parks to the
town of Nedeen, with defign to encourage
fettlements in it, for which 330 acres are
kept in hand. The fituation is advantageous,
and fhips of 1o tons can come up to it, with
a very good landing-place. He has alfo fixed
fome Englith farmers. ' »

Relative to the improvement of the wild
regions within fight of the houfe I was in, I
afked, Suppofe five acres of thofe moyntains to be
cleared of fiones, a flone cabbin built, at 7. ex-
pence, and a wall raifed round the whole, and to be
let at a reafonable rent, would a tenant be found?
 That moment.”  Suppofe fix of them, or
twelve 2 You would have tenants for all, if
there were an bundred.” '

In the parifth of Tooavifter, they have a
way of taking land by the ounce, in the arable
part,” which joins the fea. An ounce is the
fixteenth of a gineve, and is: fufficient for a
potatoe garden, and they pay a guinea for it.

The climate in thefe parts of Kerry is fo
mild, that potatoes are left by the poor peo-
ple in the ground the whole winter through ;
but laft winter almoft ruined them, their crop
being deftroyed.

September 26th, left Nedeen, and rifing the
mountainous region, towards Killarney, came
to a tract of mountain-bog, one of the moft

;- improyable
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improvable I haye any where feen. It hangs
to the fouth, and might be drained with the
utmoft eafe. It yields a coarfe grafs, and has
nothing in it to ftop a plough. Lord Shel-
burne’s agent, Mr. Wray, told me, that there
are vaft tracls of fuch in the barony of Iveragh.
There is common gravel on the {pot, and lime-
ftone in plenty, within half a mile of Nedeen.

Soon entered the wildeft and moft romantic
country I had any where feen; a region of
fteep rocks and mountains, which continued
for nine or ten miles, till I came in view of
Mucrufs. There is fomething magnificently
wild in this ftupendous fcenery, formed to im-
prefs the mind with a certain fpecies of terror.
All this tract has a rude and ‘favage air, but
parts of it are ftrikingly interefting ; the moun-
tains are bare and rocky, and of a great mag-
nitude; the vales are rocky glens, where a
mountain-ftream tumbles along the rougheft
bed imaginable, and receives many torrents,
pouring from clefts, half overhung with fhrub-
by wood; fome of thefe fireams are feen, and
the roar of others heard, but hid by vaft maffes
of rock, Immenfe fragments, torn from the -
precipices by ftorms and torrents, are, tumbled
about in the wildeft confufion, and feem to
hang rather than reft upon projecting precipi-
ces. Upon fome of thefe fragments of rock,
perfectly detached from the foil, except by the
fide on which they lie, are beds of black turf,
with luxuriant crops of heath, &c. which ap-
peared very curious to me, having no where

5 ' ' TR feen
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feen the like ; and I obferved very high in the
mountains, much higher than any cultivation
is at prefent, on the right hand, flat and clear-
ed fpaces of good grafs among the ridges of -
rock, which had probably been cultivated, and
proved that thefe mountains were not inca-
pable from climate of bemg applied to ufeful
purpofes,

From one of thefe heights, I looked forward
to the lake of Killarney at a confiderable di- .
ftance, and backward to the river Kenmare;
came in view of a fmall part of the upper lake,
fpotted with feveral iflands, and furrounded by
the moft tremendous mountains that can be
imagined of an afpet favage and dreadful.
Flom this fcene of wild magnificence, I broke
atonce upon all the glories of Killarney ; from
an elevated point of view I looked down on a
confiderable part of the lake, which gave me
a fpecimen of what I might expect. Thewa-
ter you command (which, however, is only a
part of the lake) appears a bafon of two or
three miles round; to the left it is inclofed by
the mountains you have paffed particularly by
the Turk, whofe outline s uncommonly noble,
and joins a range of others, that form the
fhoft magnificent fhore in the world: on the
other fide is a rifing fcenery of cultivated hills,
and Lord Kenmare's park and woods ; the end
of the lake at your feet is formed by the root of
Mangerton, on whofe fide the road leads.
From hence I looked down on a pretty rang;

: o
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of inclofures on the lake, and the woods and
lawns of Mucrufs, forming a large promontory

of thick wood, fhooting farinto thelake. The = -

moft aétive fancy can fketch nothing in addi-
‘tion.  Ilands of wood beyond feem to join it,
and reaches of the lake, breaking partly be-
tween, give the moft lively intermixture of
water: fix or feven ifles and iflets form an ac-
companyment, fome are rocky, but with a
flight vegetation, othérs contain groups of trees,
and the whole thrown into forms, which would
furnifh new ideas to a painter, Farther is a
chain of wooded iflands, which alfo appear to
join the main land, with an offspring of lefler
ones {cattered around.

Arrived at Mr. Herbert’s at Mucrufs, to
whofe friendly attention I owed my fucceed-
ing pleafure. There have been fo many de-
feriptions of Killarney written by gentlemen
who have refided fome time there, and feen it
at every feafon, that for a pafling traveller to
attempt the like, would be in vain; for this
reafon I fhall give the mere journal of the re-
marks I made on the fpot, in the order I view-
ed the lake.

September 27th, walked into Mr. Herbert’s
beautiful grounds, to Oroch’s hill, in the lawn
that he has cleared from that profufion of ftones
which lie under the wall; the fcene which this
point commands is truly delicious; the houfe:
15 on the edge of the lawn, by a wood which
covers the. whole peninfula, fringes the flope at.

your
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your feet, and forms a beautiful fhore to the
lake. Tomisand Glena are vaft mountainops
maffes -of incredible magnificence, the out-
line foft and eafy in its fwells, whereas thofe
above the eagle’s neft are of fo broken and
abrupt an outline, that nothing can be imagin-
ed more favage, an afpect horrid and fublime,
that gives all the impreffions to be wifhed to
aftonifh, rather than pleafe the mind. The
Turk exhibits noble features, and Mangerton’s
huge body rifes above the whole. The culti-
vated tracts towards Killarney, form afhore in
contraft to the terrifi¢ {cenes I have juft men-
tioned ; the diftant boundary of the lake, a
vaft ridge of diftant blue mountains towards
Dingle. From hence entered the garden, and
viewed Mucrufs abbey, one of the moft inter-
efting fcenes I ever faw ; it is the ruin of a con=
fiderable abbey, built in Henry the VIth’s time,
and fo entire, that if it were more fo, though
the building would be more perfect, the ruin
would be lefs pleafing ; it is half obfcured in the
fhade of fome venerable afh trees; ivy has given
the pi€turefque circumftance, which that plant
alone can confer, while the broken walls and
ruined turrets throw over it

Thoe laft mournful graces of decay,

heaps of fculls and bones {cattered about, with
nettles, briars and weeds fprouting in tufts
from "the loofe ftones, all unite to raife thofe
melancholy impreflions, which arethe merit of

fuch fcenes, and which can fcarcely any where
2 be
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be felt more completely.  The cloifters form a
difmal area, in the center of which grows the
moft prodigious yew tree I ever beheld, in one
great ftem, two feet. diameter, and fourteen
feet high, from whence a vaft head of branches
fpreads on every fide, fo as to form a perfect
canopy to the whole fpace; I looked for its fit
inhabitant—it is a fpot where.

The moping owl dotly to the moon complain.

This ruin is in the true ftile in which all fuch
buildings fhould appear; there is not an in-
truding circumitance—the hand of drefs has
not touched it—melancholy is the impreflion
which fuch fcenes thould kindle, and it is here
raifed moft powerfully.

From the abbey we paffed to the ter-
rafs, a natural one of grafs, on the very
thore of the lake; it is irregular and wind-
ing; a wall of rocks broken into fantaftic
forms by the waves: on the other fide, a wood,
confifting of all forts of plants, which the cli-
mate can protet; and through which a variety
of walks are traced. The view from this ter=
rafs confifts of many parts of various charac-
ters, but in their different ftiles complete ; the
lake opens a fpreading fheet of water, fpotted
by rocks and iflands, all but one or two wood-
ed, the outlines of them are fharp and diftinét;
nothing can be more fmiling than this fcene,
foft and mild, a perfect contraft of beauty to
the fublimity of the mountains which form the

thore:
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fhore: thefe rife in an outline, {o varied, and
at the fame time fo magnificent, that nothing
greater can be imagined ; Tomys and Glena ex-
hibit an immenfity in point of magnitude, but
from a large hanging wood on the flope, and
from the fmoothnefs of the general furface, it
has nothing favage, whereas the mountains
above and near the Eagle’s-neft are of the moft
broken outlines ; the declivities are bulging
rocks, of immenfe fize, which feem to impend
in horrid forms over the lake, and where an
opening among them is caught, others of the
fame rude character, rear their threatening
heads. From different parts of the terrafs
thefe fcenes are viewed in numberlefs va-
rieties. ‘

Returned to breakfaft, and purfued Mr.
Herbert’s new road, which he has traced thro’
the peninfula to Dynis ifland, three miles in
length; and it is carried in fo judicious a
manner through a great variety of ground,
rocky woods, lawns, &c. that nothing can be
more pleafing ;- it paffes through a remarkable
fcene of rocks, which are covered with woods;
from thence to the marble quarry, which Mr.
Herbert is working; and where he gains va-
riety of marbles, green, red, white, and brown,
prettily veined; ‘the quarry is a fhore of rocks,
which furround a bay of the lake, and forms
a fcene, confifting of but few parts, but thofe
ftrongly marked; the rocks are bold, and
broken into flight caverns; they are fringed
with fcattered trees, and from many parts of

3 = them
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them wood fthoots in that romantic manner,
fo common at Killarney. Full in front Turk
mountain rifes with the proudeft outline, in
that abrupt magnificence which fills up the
whole fpace before one, and clofes the {cene.

The road leads by a place where copper-
mines were worked ; many fhafts appear; as
much ore was raifed as fold for twenty-five
thoufand pounds, but the works were laid
afide, ‘more from ignorance in the workmen,
than any defects in the mine.

Came to an opening on the Great Lake,
which appears to advantage here, the town of
Killarney on the north-eaft thore.. Look full
on the mountain Glena, which rifes in a very
bold manner, the hanging woods fpread half
way, and are of great extent, and uncommonly
beautiful. Two very pleafing fcenes fucceed,
that to the left is a {mall bay, hemmed in by a
neck of land in front; the immediate thore
rocks, which are-in a picturefque fhle, and -
crowned entirely with arbutus, and other wood,
a pretty retired fcene, where avariety of ob-
jects give no fatigue to the eye. The other is
an admirable mixture of the beautiful and fub-
lime : a bare rock, of an aimoft regular figure,
projects from a headland into the lake, which
with much wood and high land, forms one fide
of the fcene, the other is wood from a rifing
ground only; the lake open between, in a
theet of no great extent, but in front is the

Vor. 1L G hanging



¢ K I L LARNE Y.

hanging wood of Glena, which appears in full
glory.

Mr. Herbert has built a handfome Gothic
bridge, to unite the peninfula to the ifland of
Brickeen, through the arch of which the waters
of the north and fouth lake flow. It isa fpan
of twenty-feven feet, and feventeen high, and
over it the road leads to that ifland. From
thence to Brickeen nearly finifhed, and it is to
be thrown’ acrofs a bottom into Dynifs.

Returned by the northern path through a
thick wood for fome diftance, and caught a
very agreeable view of Afh Ifland, feen through
an opening, - inclofed on both fides with wood.
Purfued the way from thefe grounds to Keelbeg,
and viewed the bay of the Devil’s Ifland, which
is a beautiful one, inclofed by a {hore, to the
right of very noble rocks, in ledges and other
forms, crowned in a ftriking manner with
wood ; a little rocky iflet rifes in front ; to the
Jeft the water opens, and Turk mountain rifes
with that proud fuperiority which attends h1m
in all thefe fcenes.

The view of the promontory of Dindog, near
this place, clofes this part of the lake, and is
indeed fingularly beautiful. . Itis a large roek,
which fhoots far into the water, of a heigut
fufficient to be interefting, in full relief, fringed
with a {canty vegetation ; the {hiore on which
you ftand bending to the right, asif to me:t
that rock, prefents a circular fhade of dark

wood
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wood : Turk ftill the back ground, in a cha-
rafter of great fublimity, and Mangerton’s
loftier {ummit, but lefs interefting outline, a.
part of the fcenery. Thefe views, with others
of lefs moment, are conneted by a fucceflion
of lawns breaking among the wood, pleafing
the eye with lively verdure, and relieving it
from the fatigue of the ftupendous mountain
fcenes. -

Septernber 28th, took boat on the lake, from
the promontory of Dindog before mentioned.
I had been under a million of apprehenfions
that I fhould fee no more of Kiliarney ; for it
blew a furious ftorm all night, and in the
morning the bofom of the lake heaved with
agitation, exhibiting few marks but thofe of
anger. After breakfaft, 1t cleared up, the
clouds difperfed by degrees, the waves fubfided,
the fun fhone out 1n all its fplendor ; every
{cene was gay, and no ideas bat pleafure pof-
fefled the breaft. With thefe emotions fallied
forth, nor did they difappoint us.

Rowed under the rocky fhore of Dindog,
which is romantic to a great degree. The bafe,
by the beating of the waves, 1s worn into ca-
verns, fo that the heads of the rocks project
confiderably beyond the bafe, and hang over in
a manner which makes every part of it inter-
efting.  Following the coaft, open marble
quarry bay, the fhore great fragments of rock

tumbled aboug\ip the wildeft manaer.
G2 The
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The ifland of rocks dgainft the copper-mine
fhore, a remarkable group. The fhore near
Cafemilan is of a different nature ; it is wood
in fome places, in unbroken maffes down to
the water’s edge, in others divided from it by
fmaller tracts of rock. Conie to a beautiful
land-locked bay, farrounded by a woody fhore,
which opening in places, thews other woods
more retired. Tomys is here viewed in a unity
of form, which gives it an air of great magni-
ficence., Turk was obfcured by the {un fhining
immediately above him, and cafting a ftream of
burning light on the water, dxffplayed an effect,
to deferibe which the pencil of a Claude alone
would be equal. Turn out of the bay, and
gain a full view of the Eagle’s Neft, the moun-
tains above it, and Glena, they form a perfect
contraft, the firft are rugged, but Glena mild.
Here the fhore is a continued wood.

Pafs the bridge, and crofs to Dynifs, an if-
land Mr. Herbert has improved in the moft
agreeable manner, by eutting walks through
it, that command a variety of views. One of
thefe paths on the banks of the channel to the
upper lake, is fketched with great tafte; it is
on one fide walled with natural rocks, from
the clefts of which fhoot a thoufand fine arbu-
tus’s, that hangin a rich foliage of flowers and
fcarlet berries ; a turf bench in a delicious fpot ;
the fcene clofe and fequeftered, juft enough to
give every pleafing idea annexed to retirement.

Paffing the bridge, by a rapid ftream, came
pn:fcntly to the Eagle’s Neft: having viewed
this
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this rock from places where it appears only a
part of an object much greater than itfelf, I
had conceived an idea that it did not deferve
the applaufe given it, but upon coming near,
I was much furprized ; the approach is won-
derfully fine, the river leads directly to its foot,
and does not give the turn till immediately un-
der, by which means the view is much more
grand than it could otherwife be; it is nearly
perpendicular, and rifes in fuch full majefty,
with {fo bold an outline, and fuch projeéting
maffes in its center, that the magnificence of
the objeét is complete. 'The lower part is co-
vered with wood, and {cattered trees climb al-
moft to the top, which (if trees can be amifs
in Ireland) rather weaken the impreffion raif-
ed by this noble rock; this part is a hanging
wood, or an obje¢t whofe character is perfect
beauty ; but the upper fcene, the broken out-
line, rugged fides, and bulging maffes, are all
fublime, and fo powerful, that fublimity is the
general impreflion of the whole, by overpow-
ering the 1dea of beauty raifed by the wood.
The immenfe height of the mountains of Kil-
larney may be eftimated by this rock, from any
diftant ‘place that commands it, it appears the
loweft crag of a vaft chain, and of no account ;
but on a clofe approach it is found to com-
mand a very different refpect.

Pafs between the mountains called the Great
Range, towards the upper lake. Here Turk,
which has o long appeared, with a figure per-
fectly interefting, is became, from a different

' pofition,
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pofition, an unmeaning lump. ‘The reft of the
mountains, as you pafs, affume a varied ap-
pedrance, and are of 2 prodigious magnitude.
The {cenery in this channelis great and wild
in all its features; wood is very fcarce; vaft
rocks feem toffed in confufion through the nar-
row vale, which is opened among the moun-
tains for the river to pafs. Itsbanks are rocks
in a hundred forms; the mountain fides are
every where feattered with them. There is
not a circamftance but'is in unifon with the
wild grandeur of the fccne.

Coleman’s Eye, a narrow pafs, opens a.dif-
ferent fcenery. Came to a region in which the
beautiful and the great are mixed without of-
fence. The iflands are moft of them thickly
wooded ; Oak iflein particular rifes on a pretty
bafe, and is a moft beautiful ObJE& Mac Gilly
Cuddy’s reeks, with their broken points ; Baum,
with his queé't cone; the Purple mountain,
with his broad and more regular head; and
Turk, having affumed a new and more inter-
cfhnd afpect, unite with the oppofite hills,
part “of which have fome wood left on them,
to form a fcene uncommonly firiking. che
you Jook back on a very peculiar fpot; it is a
parcel of rocks which crofs the lake, and form
a gap that opens to diftant water, the whole

backed by Turk, ip a flile of the higheft
vrandeur;

Come  to Derry Cuarrily, which is a great
fweep of mountain, covered partly with wood,
hangmg
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hanging in a very noble manner, but partcut
down, much of it'mangled, and the reftinha-
bited by coopers, boat-builders, carpenters,
and turners, a facrilegious tribe, who have
turned the Dryades from their ancient habita-
tions. The cafcade here is a fine one, but
pafled quickly from hence to fcenes unmixed
with pain.

Row to the clufter of the Seven Iflands, a
little archipelago; they rife very boldly from
the water upon rocky bafes, and are crowned
in the moft beautiful mannerwith wood, among
which are a number of arbutus; the channels
among them opening to new fcenes, and the
great amphitheatre of rock and mountain that
{urround them, unite to form a noble view.

Into the river, at the very end of ‘the lake, .
which winds towards Mac Gilly Cuddy’s
Reeks 1n fanciful meanders.

Returned by a courfe fomewhat different,
through the Seven Iflands, and back to the
Eagle’s Neft, viewing the fcenes already men-
tioned in new pofitions. At that noble rock
fired three cannon for the echo, which indeed
¥s prodigious ; the report does not confift of
direét reverberations from one rock to another
with a paufe between, but has an exalt re-
femblance to a peal of thunder rattling be-
hind the rock, as if travelling the whole {cene-
ry we had viewed and loft in the immenfity of
Mac Gilly Cuddy’s Reeks,

1 : Rctumi‘ng
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Returning through the bridge, turn to the
left round Dynifs ifland, under the woods of
Glena ; openon the cultivated country beyond
the town of Killarney, and come gradually in
fight of Innisfallen and Rofs Ifland.

Pafs near to the wood of Glena, which
here takes the appearance of one immenfe
fweep hanging in the moft beautiful manner
imaginable, on the fide of a vaft mountain to
a point, fhooting into the great lake. A more
glorious {cene is not to be imagined, It is
one deep mafs of wood, compofed of the
richeft fhades perfetly dipping in the. water;
without rock or ftrand appearing, not a break
in the whole. The eye paffing upon. the
fheet of liquid filver fome diftance, to meet {o
intire a fweep of every tint that can compofe
one vaft mafs' of green, hanging to fuch an
extent as to fill not only the eye, but the ima-
gination unites in the whole to form the moft
noble {cene that is any where to be beheld.

Turn ander the North fhore of Mucrufs';
the lake here is one great expanfe of water,
bounded by the woods defcribed, the iflands of
Innisfallen, Rofs, &c. and the peninfula. The
fhore of Mucrufs has a great variety ; it is i
fome places rocky, huge mafles tumbled from
their bafe lic beneath, as in a chaos of ruin.
Great caverns worn under them in a variety
of ftrange forms : or elfe covered with woods
of avariety of fhades. Meet the point of Ard-
nagluggen, (in Englith where the water dafhes

TG . - on
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on the rocks) and come under Ornefcope, a
rocky headland of a moft bold projection
hanging miany yards over its bafe, with an old
weather-beaten yew, growing from a little
bracket of rock, from which the fpot is called
Ornefcope, or yew broom.

Mnucrufs gardens prefently open among the
woods, and relieve the eye, almoft fatigued
with the immenfe objeéts upon which it has
fo long gazed ; thefe fofter feenes of lawn
gently fwelling among the fhrubs and trees,
finifhed the fecond day.

September 2¢th, rode, after breakfaft, to
Mangerton < Cafcade and Drumarourk Hill,
from which the view of Mucrufs is uncom-
monly pleafing.

Pafs the other hill, the view of which I
defcribed - the. 27th, and went to Colonel
Hufly’s monument, from whence the fcene is
different from the reft ; the fore ground is a
gentle hill, interfeCted by hedges, forming fe-
veral fmall lawns. There are fome fcattered
trees and houfes, with Mucrufs Abbey, half
obfcurtd by wood, -the whole chearful, and
backed by Turk. The lakeis of a triangular
form, Rofs ifland and Innisfallen its limits,
the woods of Mucrufs and the iflands take a
new pofition. :

Returning, took boat again towards Rofs
ifle, and as Mucrufs retires from us, nothing
can be more beautiful than the fpots of lawn

in
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in the terrace opening in the wood ; above it,
the green hills with clumps, and the whole
finifhing in the noble group of wood about the
abbey, which here appears a deep fhade, and
fo fine a finithing one, that not a tree thould
be touched. Rowed to the. eaft point of Rofs,
which 1s well wooded, turn to the fouth coatt.
Doubling the point, the moft beautifal fhore
of that ifland appears; it is the well wooded
environs of  a bay, except a fmall opening to
the caftle ; the woods are in deep fhades, and
rife on the regular flopes of a high range of
rocky coaft. The part in front of Filekilly
point rifes in the middle, and finks towards
cach end. The woods of Tomys here appear
uncommonly fine. Open Innisfallen, which
is compofed at this diftance of the moft various
fhades, within a broken outline, entirely dif-
ferent from the other iflands, groups of dif-
ferent mafles rifing in irregular tufts, and
joined by lower trees, No pencil could mix a
happier aflemblage, Land near a miferable
room, where travellers dine Of the ifle of
Innisfallen, it is paying no great compliment
to fay, it is the moft beautiful in the king’s
dominions, and perhaps in Europe. It con-
tains twenty acres of land, and has every va-
riety that the range of beauty, unmixed with
the fublime, can give. The general feature
1s that of wocd ; the furface undulates into
{welling hills, and finks into little vales; the
flopes are in every direction, the declivities die
gently away, forming thofe flight inequalities
which are the greateft beauty of = drefled
grounds. The little vallies let in yiews offthe

ur~
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furrounding lake between the hills, while the
fwells break the regular outline of the water,
and give to the whole an agreeable confufion,
The wood has all the variety into which na-
ture has thrown the furface; in fome parts
it is fo thick as to appear impenetrable, and
fecludes all farther view ; in others, it
breaks into tufts of tall timber, under which
cattle feed. Here they open, as if to offer to
the fpetator the view of the naked lawn ; ia
others clofe, as if purpofely to forbid amore
prying examination. Trees of large fize, and
commanding figure, form in fome places na-
tural arches ; the ivy mixing with the branch-
es, and hanging acrofs in feftoons of foliage,
while on one fide the lake glitters among the
trees, and on the other a thick gloom dwells in
the receffes of the wood. The figure of the
ifland renders one part a beautiful object to
another ; for the coaft being broken and in-
dented, forms bays furrounded either by rock
or wood : flight promontories thoot into the
lake, whofe rocky edges are crowned with
wood. Thefe are the great features of Innis-
fallen ; the flighter touches are full of beau-
ties eafily imagined by the reader. Every cir-
cumftance of the wood, the water, the rocks
and lawn are characteriftic, and have a beauty
in the affemblage from mere difpofition. [
muft, however, obferve, that this delicious re-
treat is not kept as one could wifh.

Scenes, that are great and commanding
from magnitude or wildnefs, fhould never be
 drefled ;
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drefled ; the rugged and even the borrible, may
add to the effet upon the mind : butin fuch
as Innisfallen, a degree of drefs, that is clean-
linefs, is even neceffary to beauty. 1 have
fpoken of lawn, bat I fhould obferve, that ex-
preflion indicates what it oaght to be, rather
than whatit is. It is very rich grafs, poached
by oxen and cows, the only inhabitants of the
fland. No fpeétator of tafte but will regret
the open grounds not being drained with
hollow cuts ; the ruggednefs of the furface
levelled, and the grafs kept clofe fhaven by
many theep inftead of beafts. The bufhes and
briars where they have encroached on what
ought to be lawn, cleared away; fome parts
of the ifle more opened : in a word, no orna-
ments given, for the fcene wants them not,
but obftructions cleared, ruggednefs fmoothed,
and the whole cleaned. This is what, ought
to be done; as to what might be made of
the ifland, if its noble proprietor (Lord Ken-
mare) had an inclination, 1t admits ‘of being
converted into a terreftial paradife, lawning
with. the intermixture of other fhrubs and
wood, and a /ittle drefs, would make it an ex-
ample of what ornamented grounds might be,
but which not one in a thoufandis. Take the
ifland, however, as it is, with its few imper-
fections, and where are we to find fuch another?
What a delicious retreat ! An emperor could
not beftow fuch an oneas Innisfallen; with 3
cottage, a few cows, and a fwarm of poultry,
1s it poflible that happinefs thould refufe to be
a gueft here? ;

Row



KILLARNE Y. 109

Row to Rofs Caftle, in order to coaft that
ifland; there is nothing peculiarly ftriking in
it; return the fame way around Innisfallen ; in
this little voyage the fhore of Rofsis one of the
moft beautiful of the wooded ones in the lake;
it feems to unite. with Innisfallen, and projects
into the water in thick woods one beyond
another. In the middle of the channel a large
. rtock, and from the other fhore a little pro-
montory of a few {cattered trees; the whole
fcene pleafing.

The fhore of Innisfallen has much variety,
butin general it is woody, and of the beauti-
ful chara&er which predominates in that ifland ;
one bay, at taking leave of it, is exceedingly
pretty, itisa femicircular one, and in the cen-
ter there is a projecting knole of wood within

a bay; this is uncommon, and has an agree-
able effect.

The near approach to Tomysexhibits afwee
of wood, fo great in extent, and fo rich in foli-
age, that no perfon can fee without admiring
it.  The mountainous part above is foon ex-
cluded by the approach; wood alone is feen,
and that in fuch a noble range, as to be greatly
ftriking; it juft hollows into a bay, andin the
center of it 1s a chafm in the wood; this is the
bed of a confiderable ftream, which forms
O’Sullivan’s cafcade, to which all ftrangers are
conducted, as one of the principal beauties of
Killarney. Landed to the right of it, and walk-
¢d under the thick fhade of the wood, over a

rocky

'
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rocky declivity ; clofe to the torrent ftream,
which breaks impetuoufly from reck to rock,
with a roar that kindles expectation. The pic-
ture in your fancy will not exceed the reality ;
a great {tream burfts from the deep bofom of a
wooded glen, hollowed into a retired recefs of
rocks and trees, itfelf a moft pleafing and ro-
mantic fpot, were there not a drop of water ;
the fitft fall is many feet  perpendicularly over
arock, to the eye it immediately makes another,
the bafon into which it pours being concealed ;
from this bafon it forces itfelf impetuoufly be-
tween. two rocks; this fecond fall is alfo of a
confiderable height, but the lower one, the
third, is the moft confiderable, it iflues in the
fame manner from a bafon hid from the point
of view. Thefe bafons being large, there ap-
pears a fpace of feveral yards between each fall,
which adds much to the piturefque fcenery;
the whole 1s within an arch of wood, that
hangs over it ; the quantity of water is fo con-
fiderable as to make an almoft deafening noife,
and uniting with the torrent below, where the
fragments of rock are large and numerous,
throw an air of grandeur over the whole. It
is about feventy feet high. Coaft from hence
the woody fhores of Tomys and Glena, they
are upon the whole much the moft beautiful
ones 1 have any where feen; Glena woods hav- -
ing more oak, and fome arbutus’s, are ‘the
finer and deeper fhades; Tomys has a great
quantity of birch, whofe foliage is not fo lux-
uriant. The reader may figure to himfelf what
thefe woods are, when he 1s informed that they

fill
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fill an unbroken extent of fix miles in length,
and from half a mile to a mile and a half in
breadth, all hanging on the fides of two vaft
mountains, and coming down with a full robe -
of rich luxuriance to the very water’s edge. The
acclivity of thefe hills is fuch, that every tree ap-
pears fullto the eye. Thevariety of thegroundis
great; in fome places great {wells in the moun-
tain fide, with correfponding hollows, prefent
concave and convex mafles; in others, confi-
derable ridges of land and rock rife from the
fweep, and offer to the aftonifhed eye yet other
varieties of thade. Smaller mountains riferre~
gularly from the immenfe bofom of the larger,
and hold forth their fylvan heads, backed by
yet higher woods. To give all the varieties of
this immenfe {cenery of foreft is impofiible.
Above the whole is a prodigious mafs of moun-
tain, of a gently fwelling outline and foft ap-
pearance, varying as the fun or clouds change
their pofition,*but never becoming rugged, or
threatening to the eye.

The variations are beft feen by rowing near
the fhore, when gvery ftroke of the oar gives a
new outline, and frefh tints to pleafe the eye:
buat for one great impreflion, row about two
miles from the fhore of Glena ; at that diftance
the inequalities in the furface are no longer
feen, but the eye is filled with fo immenfe a
range of wood, crowned with a mountain in
perfect unifon with itfelf, that objects, whofe
character is that of beauty, are here, from their
magnitude, truly magnificent, and attend_«:;i1

wit
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with a moft forcible impreflion.—Returned
to Mucrufs.

September 3oth, this morning I had dedicat-
ed to the afcent of Mangerton, but his head
was fo enfhrouded in clouds, and the weather
fo bad, that 1 was forced to give up the fcheme':
Mr. Herbert has meafured him with very ac-
curate inftruments, of which he has a great
colleétion, and found his height 835 yards a-
bove the level of the fea. The Deyil’s punch
bowl, from the defeription T had of it, muft
be the crater of an exhaufted volcano : there
are many figns of them about Killarney, par-
ticulary vaft rocks on the fides of mountains,
in ftreams, as if they had rolled from the top
in one diretion. Brown ftone rocks aré allo
fometimes found on lime quarries, toffed thi-
ther, perhaps in fome vaft eruption.

In my way from Killarney to Caftle Hland,
rode into Lord Kenmare’s park, from whence
there is another beautiful view of the lake, dif-
ferent from many of the preceding; there is a
broad margin of cultivated country at your
feet, to lead the eye gradually in the lake, which
exhibits her iflands to this point more diftinctly
than  to any other, and the back grounds
of the mountains of Glena and Tomys give a
bold relief.

Upon the whole, Killarney, among the lakes
that T have feen, can fcarcely be faid to have a
rival.  The extent of water in Loch Earne is

3 much
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tnuch greater ; theiflands more numerous, and
fome {cenes near Caftle Caldwell, of perhaps
as great magnificence. The rocks at Kefwick
are more fublime, and other lakes may have
circumftances in which they are fuperior ; but
when we confider the prodigious woods of Kil-
larney; the immenfity of the mountains; the
uncommon beauty of the promontory of Mu-
crufs, and the ifle of Innisfallen ; the charaéter
of the iflands; the fingular circamftance of the
arbutus, and the uncommon echoes, it will
appear, upon the whole, to be in reality fupe-
rior to all comparifon.

.
Before I quit it, I have ofhe other obfer-
vation to make, which is relative to the want
of accommodations and extravagant expence
of ftrangers refiding at Killarney. I fpeak it
not at all feclingly, thanks to Mr. Herbert’s
hofpitality, but from the accounts given me:
the inns are miferable, and the lodgings little
better. I am furprifed fomebody with a good
capital does not procure a large well built-inn;
to be erected on the immediate {hore of the
lake, 1n an agreeable fituation, at a diftance
from the town: *there are very few places
where fuch an onc would anfwer better, there
ought to be numerous and good apartments,
A large rendezvous-room for billiards, cards,
dancing, mufic, &c. to which the com--
pany might refort when they chofe it: an
ordinary for thofe that liked dining in public;
boats of all forts, nets for fifhing, and as
great a variety of amufements as could be col-
Vor. Il. H leted,
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lected, efpecially witHin doors : for the climate
being very rainy, travellers wait with great
impatience ‘in a dirty common inn, which
they would not do if they were in the midft
of fach accommodations as they meet with at
an Englith {paw. But above all, the prices
of every thing, from a room and a dinner, to
a barge and a band of mulfic, to be reafon-
able, and hung up in every part of the houfe:
the refort of ftrangers to Killarney would
then be much increafed, and their ftay would
be greatly prolonged; they would not view it
poft-hafte, and fly away the firft moment to
avoid dirt and impofition. A man, with a .
good capital and fome ingenuity, would, I
think, make a fortune by fixing here upon
fuch principles. : i

In theline of agriculture, Mr. Herbert has
carried on fome important experiments, which
muft deferve attention. Of 360 acres he has
reclaimed 140, which, before he began, were
covered with great rocks, ftones, brambles,
(rubus frufiiccfus) and furze, (eulex europeeus.)
His firflt operation was to cut down and grub
up the {pontaneous growth that was the
ftrongeft : but the reft he fet fire to, in order
to plough them up with bullocks. Then he
attacked the ftones, fome of which were five or
fix feet fquare ; the large ones were burft in
pieces by kindling fires upon them, being the
brown fand-ftone. But this operation will
have no effect on lime-ftone ; others not fo
large were drawn off the land by -bullocks, to

fome
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fome of which o were harneffed: but all
ftones that could be got at were by fome means
or other carried off. :

This work of breaking the ftones by fire is
very curious, and exceedingly ufeful: Mr.
Herbert appeared to have attended very clofely
to the operation. He informed me that they fir{t
light a good fire, which in about a quarter of
an hour enables them to beat off the outward
ikin of the ftone with a fledge hammer, and
they then immediately light a fecond fire,
which foon makes the ftone crack. The men
obferve to keep it a' lively brifk fire, free from
afhes; when the ftone cracks, they affift it
with a ftrong blow of the hammer, which then
burfts it afunder, and is at once broken in
pieces without difficulty.

In ploughing the land, as foon as this work’
was done, the remaining roots of furze, &c.
were fo large, that he was forced to faften two
ploughs together with chains, and then, with
a great force of bullocks, tore up the roots,
the ploughs and tackle being remarkably
ftrong. The afhes of the wood, &c. being
fpread with thole of the rubbith, numerous
ploughings were given. The foil a thin gra-
vel, of a whitith hungry appearance, but lime
changed it at once to a rich brown colour, The
laft ploughing turned in the lime: upon
which, Mr. Herbert, frefh from Tull and
Randal determined to become a driller, drilled
it with wheat, the cleareft proof in the world
how completely the ground had been reclaim-

H 2 ed.
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ed. This crop he horfe hoed, following the
directions of ‘Tull and Duhamel ; the produce
was trifling, and the practice found very ex-
penfive, and the crops unprofitable: were,
however, very beautiful ‘and elegant to look
at. He'tried it for wheat, tucernd, fainfoine,
red clover, beans, peafe, and in a word, every
plant recommended by the drill writers, and
continued it for four years. Having afcer-
tained this thorough experience, that the drili
hufbandry was exceedingly difadvantageous, .
he gave it up, and laid' down with white
clover and hay feeds : and could be let at 20s.
an acre. Mr. Herbert, however, going to
England, they were not taken fuch care of as
they ought, never being manured. ‘Some were
kaid down with burnet, whicli took very
well in the land, but was foon overcome
and choaked with natural grafs. Bird grafs
he ‘tried, got the feed from Rocque, but finds
‘it a very coarfe poor plant of no value. Lu-
¢erne he had upon a very extenfive fcale ; hav-
ing fix acres of it, found it a very good grafs,
fed all forts of cattle with fuccefs, particulayly
in- fattening bullocks, the fat of them being
warbled in the fineft manner imaginable. He
had it in broad caft, and ufed Rocques har-
row ; but upon his foil the harrow tore
up the lucerne as well as the weeds, yet
the natural grafs got much a head. The
drill method is the beft; but fuch is the lux-
uriant growth of the common graffes in Ire-
land, that there was the greateft difficulty in
keeping it clean.  Sainfoine alfo did very well,
' but
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but the grafs had with that the fame effect as
the lucerne.

Mr. Herbert has cultivated potatoes in the
common lazy-bed method, upon an extenfive
fcale, and he is convinced, from repeated ex-
perience, that there is no way in the world of
managing that root that equals it, efpecially
for bringing in waftelands. It has been with
the greateft furprife that he has read this mode
condemned by feveral Englith writers ; when
properly executed, it mixes the land and the
manure, and by takmg two crops fucceflively,
and digging them out, if all the land is ftirred,
it leaves it in admxrable order for a fucceﬁive

cropof any kind.

Folding fheep Mr. Herbert practifes by
means of a contrivance of his own ; inftead
of hurdles, a pole 12 feet long, and 5 inch
diameter, ftruck through with perpendiculars,
and havmg at each end two longer piecesto reft
on, in form of a crofs :-thofe are moveable,
and eafily fet in rows. He pens the fheep on
his grafs lands, and finds tht effe¢t wonderful,
nothing equalling them for manuring the land
and at a very fmall expence. Is clearly of
opinion, that nothing would be a greater im-
provement to Ircland than introducing the
practice generally.

An obfervation which Mr. Herbert has made
on mowing land is highly deferving attention

itis, thatland oughtalways to be mowed, though
the



18 -M U C R U § 8.

the value of the hay will not pay the expence.
It is common in Irgland to mow parts of ficlds
that are good, and leave the reft; but he al-
ways cuts the whole, and finds the praétice
very advantageous to the land. '

Some bog this gentleman has improved
merely by draining, and then {preading mold
upon it, without tilling or burning, brings it
to a meadow as foon as poffible: and this is
the method he would, in all cafes, recommend
for their improvement, as thereis never any ne-
ceffity of tillage in arder to bring them to grafs.

Relative to the common hufbandry of this
neighbourhood, I found that the foil is divid-
ed, between lime-ftone and brown-ftone. The
peninfula of Mucrafs is half the one and half
the other, the one ending fuddenly where the
other begins: the vale alfo to Killarney and
beyond 1s limeftone for the extent of many
miles, and in general the mountains are all
brown ftone, and the vales lime-ftone. Rents
here are about 8s. an acre on an average, in-
cluding much indifferent land, but not the
mountains, About three-fifths of the county
of Kerry is wafte land, -not rifing to above
3d. an acre, and the other fifths on an average
at 7s. an acre. Farms are from 20l. a year
to 130l. the large ones include confiderable
mountain tracts. The tillage of the country
is trifling. The courfe is,

1. Patatoes,
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1. Potatoes, fow eight pecks, at 7olb. and
get 8olb. at 71. an acre. 2. Wheat, 6. 3.
Oats. 4. Oats. (Poor crops not above 3l. 10s,
an acre.) . Lay it out to weeds, &c.

Lime the manure, from 6o to 8o barrels an
acre, which cofts 6d. to 8d. a barrel burning,
Mr. Herbert can burn it for 4d. five miles off,
Pafturage is applied chiefly to dairies; the com-
mon ones about 40 or 50 cows. They are all ~
fet at 40s. to 5os. a cow. Three acres allow-
ed toa cow; fome paid in butter. The dairy-
man has his privilege, which is a cabbin, pota-
toe garden, liberty to cut turf, and a quantity
of land proportioned to the number of cows.
The butter is all fent to Corke on horfes backs
in truckles, and in that way the poor horfes of
the country will carry 8 cwt. thediftance 37
miles. They go in two days, and generally -
home in a weei. Bring back rum, groceries,
&c. they are paid gd. for carrying a firkin of
butter of 561b. and for the back carriage 1s. 84,
acwt. Very few ftheep kept; no flocks, except
Mr. Herbert’s, It is remarkable, that no theep
in the country are better fattened than many
upon Mac Gilly Cuddy’s Recks, which are the
wildeft and moft defolate region of all Kerry.
Great herds of goats are kept on all the moun-
tains of this country, and prove of infinite ufe
to the poor people. The inhabitants are not
in general well off ; fome of them have neither
cows nor goats, living entirely upon potatoes,
yet are they better than twenty years ago, par-

ticularly in cloathing. Price of provition the
fame
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fame as at Nedeen, but poxk not common,
Turkies, at gd. Salmon at-1d, Trout and
perch plentiful. No pike in Kerry. Lampreys
and eels, but nobody ecats the former. All the
poor people, both men and women, learn to
dance, and are exceedingly fond of the amufe-
ment. ‘A raggedlad, without fhoes or {tockings,
has been {cen ina mud bzrn, leading upagirl “in
the fame trim for a minuet : the love of danc-
ing and myfic are almoft univerfal amongft
tnem. :

The Rev. Mr. Bland, of Wood Park, near
Killarney, at whofe houfe I had the pleafureta -
dine with Mr. Herbert, has improved a great
deal of boggy land ; the turf fix inches deep,
burnt, but would not give afhes; under it a
brown gravel, reclaimed it by marking and
trenching in May, lime eighty barrels per acre;
fpread with green fern, then leave it untllSprmg
following, when dunved and planted, po-
tatogs ; the crop equal to the beft : dig the po-
tatoes, and plant a fecond crop, which will be
a greater produce, but the roots not fo large ;
took care in the digging them to bring up the
fod and manure; in the {pring dig again for
turnips, or oats, the turnips will be very good,
but has generally fown oats ; the crop tolera-
ble, great ftraw, but muft be fown very thin,
or they will lodfrc, leave the oat ftubble and
it becomes in one year grafs to mow. Has
tried turnips, and found them to anfwer per-
fectly, in fattening fheep infinitely better than
any winter or fpung grafs.

September
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September joth, took my leaye of Mucrufs,
and pafling through Killarney, went to Caftle
Ifland. In my way to Arbella, crofled a hilly
bog of vaft extent, from one to {ix or feven feet
deep, as improvable as ever I faw, covered with
bog myrtle (myricagaie) and coarfe grafs: it
might be drained at very little expenfe, being
almoft dry at-prefent. It amazed me to fec
fuch vafl tralls in a ftate of nature, with afine
road pafling through them.

To Mr, Blennerhaflét, member for the coun-
ty, I am indebted for every attention towards
my information. About Caftle Ifland the land
is very good, ranking among the beft in Kerry.
From that place to Arbella, the land is as good
as the management bad, every field over-run
with all kinds of rubhifh, the fences in ruins,
and no appearance but of defolation : they
were mowing fome fine crops of hay, which [
fuppofe will be made in the fnow. The fol-
lowing is the ftate of hufhandry about Arbella,

The foil, from Caftle Ifland to Tralee, is
from a guinea to a guinea and a half; it is all
a rich lime-ftone land : {ome about Tralee at
3l 10s. to 4l, 4s. About Arbella I went over
fome exceeding fine reddifh fandy and gravelly
loam, a prodigioufly fine foil : fern (ptem aqui-
{ina) the {pontaneous growth, which I remark-
ed 1 Ireland to be a fure fign of excellent land.
Two thirds of the county 1s mountain, - which
runs at no great rent, being thrown into the
bargam. Six parts in feven of the whole

mountain
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mountain and bog. The remainder at 10s.
an acre.

1. Potatoes. 2. Potatoes. 3. Wheat, or
Barley. 4.Oats. . Ditto. 6. Ditto. 7. Ditto.
8. Lay it out, and not a blade of grafs comes
for three or four years.

The beft part of the country is under dairies.
Great farmers hire vaft quantities of land, in
order to ftock with cows, and let them to
dairymen; one farmer, who died lately, paid
1400l. a year for this purpofe; but 30cl. or 400l.
common.

The number of cows let to one man, ge~
nerally from twenty to forty. Let at one cwt.
and 16s. per cow, or one-half cwt. of but-
ter, and 16s, each, fome one cwt. 12s. and a
hog, befides one fourth part of all the calves
a year old. In the mountains, half cwt. and
5s.  Others with all the calves to the dairy-
men. The dairyman’s privilege, from two to
four collops kept for them, and one or two
acres, with a cabbin ; thefe dairymen live very
indifferently, their privilege being all their pro-
fit, and fometimes not that. The farmer who
lets the cows, muft keep the number to fuch
as give two pottles of milk. All the dairies
in this county, as in others, in the bonny
clobber method, that is, letting the milk ftand
feveral days, till the cream comes off, by tak- -
ing hold of it between the fingers, like a fkin
of leather, and fome till it is moldy, the re-

mainder
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mainder bonny clobber. Forty acres will carry
twenty cows through the year. The cows are
in general of the imall breed, but not the true
Kerry, for many have been brought from other
countries. A cow fells at a guinea'a pettie for
the milk, above two or three pottles, that is
4l. 4s. four pottles, gl. gs. for five pottles,
given at one meal. A little fattening of cows
and fmall bullocks, but the number not great.
No fheep kept. .

As to manure none is ufed in the vale, ex-
cept their dung for potatoes, but upon the
mountains they lime a little.

There is a colony of Palatines, that have
been fixed here above thirty years; there are
now fifteen or fixteen families ; Colonel Haflet
brought them from the county of Limerick,
and fixed them here as little farmers, and thefe
few people coft him above gool. fettling. He
gave each a cow, a horfe, and every thing they
wanted for a year, and let the land to them for
half its value. Their improvements have been
firft, by ploughing with a wheel plough, which
with two horfes works eafily without a driver.
They brought in cars with wheels, there were
only fliding ones before. They alfo fow all
their potatoes in “drills with the plough, and
alfo plough them out, and this with great
fuccefs, but nobody follows them.

Years purchafe of land fixteen to eighteen.
Rents three years ago fallen exceedingly, from
having



124 AARTBIEXLE I5-A;

having been too high let, but of late they have.
rifen again. The rife in the price of labour
from three-pence and four-pence in twenty
years, to five-pence and fix-pence. Oyfters,
two-pence to three-pence per hundred; near
‘Fralee there is a ftrand fix miles long, ‘which
ison a bed of oyfters, and is a curious object.
Lobfters, twelve years ago, one penny-cach,
now two-pence to four-pence. Salmon three
halfpence. Woodcocks, ten-pence a couple.
Partridges, ten-pence acouple. A groufe, one
thilling. . Whitings, one penny each. Her-
rings, three a penny. Plaice, turbots, mul-
lets, and fome foles. Potataes, 1s, 6d. per
cwt. the cheapeft, medium, 2s. 6d. Cabbins
of ftone, mortar and {late, 251. Many or-
chards in this county, give, upon an average,
ten hogfheads of cyder per acre, fome 15; they
reckon young trees the beft, from 12 to 2a
years old,

The ftate of the poor in the whole county
of Kerry reprefented as exceedingly miferable,
and, owing to the conduét of men of proper-
ty, who are apt to lay the blame on what they
call land pirates, or men who offer the higheft
rent, and who, in order to pay this rent, muft,
and do re-let all the cabbin lands at an ex-
travagant rife, which is affigning over all the
cabbins to be devoured by one farmer. The.
cottars on a farm cannot go from ong to ano-
ther, in order to find a good mafter as in Eng-
land s for alk the counny is in the fame fyftem,
and no redrefs to be found. Such being the

3 cafe,



A R B EUL'L A 125

cafe, the farmers are enabled to charge the
price of labour as /frw as they pleafe, and rate
the land as bigh as they Iike. This is an evil
which opprefles them cruelly, and certainly has
its origin in its landlords, when they fet their
farms, fetting all the cabbins with them inftead
of keeping them tenants to themfelves. The
oppreflion is, the farmer valuing the labour of
the poor at 4d. or 5d. a day, and paying that
in land rated much aboveits value. Owing to
this, the. poor are deprefled ; they live upon
potatoes and four milk, and the pooreft of them
only falt and water to them, with now and
then a herring.  Their milk is. bought; for
very few keep cows, fcarceany pigs, but a few

ultry. Their circumftances are incompara-
bly worfe than they were 20 years ago; for
they had all cows, but then they wore no
linen : all. now have a little flax. To thefe
evils have been owing emigrations, which have

been confiderable.

O&ober 1ft, rode over the mountain im-
provements which: William Blennerhaflet, Efg;
of Elm Grove, has made. I viewed it with
very great attention; for it projeQls far into a
mountain: of heath, that lets only at 1s. an
acre. I faw.the progrefs of the improvement
in diffetent ftages. He has done 250 Irith
acres, and inclofed 300 more, and has been of-
fered 20s. an acre for. them, but the farm-
houfes were not built; at prefent he has four,
to which he purpofes to throw the whole.

211 ¢ The
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The method he purfued has been firft to en-
clofe with double ditches, four feet deep and
five broad, and the earth out of both thrown
on to a parapet, ten feet broad, and fome more,
planted with rows of trees, and of ofiers, the
expence in labour, 2s. a perch. While this
work is doing, he ploughs nine or ten inches
deep, and as foon as the weather will admit,
burns; then he tills it again once or twice,
and burns again; and before the laft plough-
ing, limes 100 barrels an acre, which cofts
him (burning it himfelf) fixpence a barrel,
including carriage and fpreading : upon this he
fows corn, has tried wheat, rye, and oats, but
oats anfwer the beft ; has tried potatoes, and
they did pretty well, followed them with corn,
and then /sying it out, that is, leaving it to
grafsitfelf. The other is to fow corn as long
asit will yield any, when it is exhaufted, to lay
it out two or three years, and then plough and
lime : take two crops of corn, and lay it out
again; and this way he thinks is the beft, from
the experience of forty years, for fo long the
improvement has been making. * Trees of all
forts have grown perfetly well, but the ath
has done beft. A ploughing cofts 6s.an acre.
Graffaning and burning, 2l. an acre. Mr.
Hafet'’s ftock at prefent on this farm, 30
horfes, mares and foals, 100 cows, 160 theep,
100 young cattle, 8 plough bullocks: this is
a moft noble ftock of cattle for a fpot which
was all heath. it

M. Blennerhaflet has alfo tried lime-ftone
fand, over one part of a ficld, and Jime upon

the
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the reft, {pread but lately, yet the appearance
1s much in favour of the fand.

O&ober 2d, to Ardfert by Tralee, through
a continuation of excellent land, and execra-
ble management. Mr. Bateman tried rock
falt on grafs land for a manure, half a ton to
the Englifh acre, but found not the leaft bene-
fit from it. But of lime he has ufed large
uantities, and with great fuccefs; burning it
?or 6d. a barrel, in a ftanding kiln with turf,
four eyes or fires to each; lays on go barrels
to an acre, and has advanced fome fand, by
draining and liming, from §, to 20s. an
acre, the foil a cold ftiff clayey gravel.

To the weft of Tralee are the Mahagree If-
lands, famous for their corn produéts; they
are rock and fand, ftocked with rabbits; near
them a fandy tract, 12 miles long, and one
mile broad, to the north, with the mountains
to the fouth, famous for the beft wheat in Ker-
ry. All under the plough. Their courfe.

1. Buck potatoes. 2. Barley. 3. Wheat.
Alfo corn on fome land, without any interme-
diate crop. Manure for every crop, if pota-
toes with fea weed, great crops; they get 20
for one of wheat and barley. All grain is re-
markably early ; they have fown Englifh bar-
ley, and made bread of the cropin fix weeks ;
thefe lands let at 14s. or 15s. an acre, but fome
much higher. Farmsare large, one, two, or
three hundred acres, but fome are taken in

. partnertfhip,



158 vAYR D FoB RO
partnerfhip. I was affured, that in thefe if-
lands, they have known two crops of barley
gained from the fame land in one year, and
the fecond better than the firft. They fowed
the ficft of April, and reaped the middle of
May, and immediately fowed a fecond, which
they reaped the end of Auguft. This was done
by John Macdonald, of Maharaghbeg.

Arriving at Ardfert, Lord 'Crofby, whofe
politenefs I have every reafon to remember, was
fo obliging as to carry me by oneof the finefk
ftrands I ever rode upon, to view the mouth
of the Shannon at Ballengary, the fite of an
old fort: it is'a vaft rock feparated from the
country by a chafm of a prodigious depth,
through which the waves drive. 'The rocks of
the coaft here are in the boldeft fiile, and hol=
lowed by the furious Atlantic waves into ca-
verns in which they roar. Itwas a dead calm,
yet the fwell was fo heavy, that the great waves
rolled in and broke upon the rocks with fach
violence as to raife an immenfe foam, and give
one an idea of what a {torm would be, but fan-
cy rarely.falls fhort in her pictures.  The
view of the Shannon is exceedingly noble; it
1s eight miles over, the mouth formed by two
headlands of very high and bold clifts, and the
reach of the river in view very extenfive: it is
an 1mmenfe feenery. Perhaps the nobleft
mouth of a. river in Europe.

Croffedin the way 4 large bog, highlj im-
provable, faw fome little fpots taken in with
heaps of fea fand for carrying it on.

Lord

/
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. Lord Glandore manures his ground with
lime, fea fand, and fea weed, the laft is the
worft, the fand beft.. Land letsat 12s. or 13s.
an acre on an average; it rifes from 10s: to 20s.

Ardfert 1s very near the fea, {0 near it, that
fingle trees or rows are cut in pieces with the
wind, yet about Lord Glandoie’s houfe there
are extenfive plantations exceedingly flourifh-
ing, many fine afh and beech; about a beauti-
ful ciftertian abbey, and a filver fir of 48 years-
growth, of an immenfe height and fize.

October 3d, left Ardfert, accompanying Lord
Crofby to Liftowel. Called in the way to view
Lixnaw, the ancient feat of the earls of Kerry,
but deferted for ten years paft; and now pre=
fents fo melancholy a feene of defolation, that
it fhocked me to fee it.” Every thing around.
lies in ruin, and the houfe itfelf is going faft o
by thieving depredations of the neighbourhood.
I was told a- curious anecdote of this eftate,
which {hews wonderfully the improvement of
Ireland: The prefent Earl of Kerry’s grand-
father, Thomas, agreed to leafe the whole
eftate for 1500l. a year, to a Mr. Collis, for
ever; bat the bargain went off upon a difpute,
whether the money fhould be paid at Corke or
Dublin. Thofe very lands are now let at
20,000l a year. There is yet a good deal of
wood, particularly a fine ath grove, planted
by the prefent Earl of Shetburne’s father:

Vot. II. 1 Proceeded
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Proceeded to Woodford, Robert Fitzgerald’s,
Efq; paffing Liftowel bridge, the vale ‘leading
to 1t 1s very fine; the river is broad, the lands
high, and’ one fide a'very extenfive hanging

wood, opening on thofe of Woodford in a
pleafing ftile.

Woodford is an agreeable fcene ; clofe to the
houfe is a fine winding river under a bank of
thick wood, with the view of an old caftle
hanging over it. MTr. Fitzgerald is making a
confiderable progrefs in rural improvements ;
he is taking in mountain ground, fencing and
draining very completely, and introducing a
new hufbandry. Hekeeps 30 pigs, which ftock
he feeds on potatoes, and has built a piggery
for them. Turnips he cultivates for fheep,
and finds them to anfwer perfeétly. Not being
able to get men who underftand hoeing, he
thins them by hand. He has five acres of po-
tatoes put in drills ‘with the plough, and de-
figns ploughing them out: they look perfectly
well, and promife to be as good a crop as any

in the trench way. The common courfe in
this neighbourhood is,

1. Potatoes. 2. Potatoes. 3. Wheat. 4. Oats.
5. Lay it out.

Farms are very much in partnerfhip, and
improvements exceedingly backward on that
_account. = The poor live on potatoes and milk
all the year round, but are rather better off
than they were twenty years ago. The labour

of
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of the country is generally done for land in the
manner I have fo often defcribed, rated atan
exorbitant price, 4d. winter; s5d. fummer;
fome 6d. round. Three-fourths of Kerry
mountain and bog, at 1s. 6d. the reftat 1'ss.

In 1765, Mr. Fitzgerald was travelling from
Conftantinople to Warfaw, and a waggon with
his baggage, heavily laden, overfet ; the coun-
try people barneffed to buffaloes by the borns,
in order to draw it over, which they did with
eafe. In fome very inftruétive converfation I
had with this gentleman, on the fubjett
of his travels, this circumftance particularly
ftruck me.

October 4th, from Woodford to Tarbat, the
feat of Edward Lefle, Efg; through a country,
rather dreary, till it came upon Tarbaty which
is fo much the contrary, that it appeared to
the higheft advantage; the houfe is on the
edge of a beautiful lawn, with a thick margin
of full-grown wood, hanging on a fteep bank
to“the Shannon, fo that the river is feen from
the houfe over the tops of this wood, which
being of a broken irregular outline, has an
effeét very ftriking and uncommon ; the river
is two or three miles broad here, and the op-
pofite coaft forms a promontory, which has
from Tarbat exatly the appearance of a large
ifland. To the eaft, the river fwells into a tri-
angular lake, with a reach opening at the dif-
tant corner of it.to Limerick: the union of
wood, water, and lawn, forms upon the whole

Tz a'very
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a very fine fcene; the river is very magnificent.
From the hill, on the coaft above the ifland,
the lawn and wood appear alfo to great advan-
tage. - But the fineft point of view is from the
higher hill on the’ other fide of the houfe,
which looking down on all thefe fcenes, they
appear as a beautiful ornament’ to the Shan-
non, which fpreads forth its proud courfe, from
two to nine miles wide, furrounded by high-
lands: a fcenery truly magnificent. I am io-
debted to Mr. Leflie’s good offices for the fol=
lowing particulars. :

Arable land about Farbat lets at 14s. on an
average; Mr. Leflie, in 1771, let feveral farms
at 17s. but the fall of that period reduced the
rents 38: Farms are from 5o acres to 3 or
400 1t 1s common to have the poor people
hire them in partnerfhip, but only the fmall

ones ; the large are all ftock farms. *The’til-
lage courfe ;

1. Potatoes; produce 28 barrels, at 16 pecks
cach, and the peck 6olb, or 26,880lb. in all.
2. Potatoes. - 3. Oats. 4. Lay out for feveral
years.  The fecond crop of potatoes more nu-
merous, but not fo large; they manure for
them only with dung. Theoats yield fix bar-
rels, each 26 ftone, being double ones. Very
little wheat fown but by gentlemen or large
farmers, who burn the land; plough it, and
burn the fod, which they call beating, and ma-
nure with lime or fea-fand; 40  barrels of
lime at 1s. The flone is brought from an

Hland
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ifland towards Limerick. They get fand at
the fame place.. Lime does beft for tillage,
and fand for grafs. The ftock farms are either
under dairies, or in the fucceffion fyftem, of
buying in year olds from the county of Clare,
and keeping them till three or four years old,
the heifers till they calve; buy at a guinea to
30s. fell from 3l. gs. to 4l. 10s. at four year
old. There are alfo fome cows fattened :
bought in in general at 3l, or 3l. 10s. fell in
October at 4l. 10s. to 51. The dairies are fet,
to dairymen, the price is one cwt. of butter,
and r10s. to 15s. horn mongy ; the dairyman
has all the calves, and muft fell off at Michael-
mas. His privilege is a houfe and poratoe gar-
den, and gra{s fon a cow for every ten. A
collop here, isone'cow, oune horfe, two year-
lings, fix fheep; two acres to feed a collop,
and fome two and a half. Every cabbin has a
bit of flax, which they fpm and manufaé’ture
for their own ufe, there being fome weavers
difperfed about the country. A little pound -
yarn is fold befides to Limerick, but not much.
A little wool is fpun for their own ufe, and
wove into fnze

The Rate of the poor is fomething better
than it was twenty years ago, partlcularly their
cloathing, cattle, and cabbins. They live upon
potatoes and mxlk all have cows; and when
they dry them, buy others, They alfo have
buiter, and moft of them keep pigs, killing
them for their own ufe. They have alfo her-
rings. They are in general in the cottar fyi-

N tem,
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tem, of paying for labour by affigning fome
land to each cabbin. The country is greatly
more populous than twenty years ago, and is
now increafing; and if ever {fo many cabbins
were built by a gradual increafe, tenants would
be found for them. A cabbin, and five acres’
of land, will let for 41. a year. The induftri-
ous cottar, with two, three, or four acres,
would be exceedingly glad to have‘his time ta
himfelf, and have fuch an annual addition
of land as he was able to manage, paying 3
fair rent for it; none would decline it but the
idle and worthlefs.

Tythes are all annually valued by the proc-
tors, and charged very high. There are on
the Shannon about 100 boats employed in
bringing turf to Limerick from the coaft of
Kerry and Clare, and in fithing, the former
carry from 20 to 25 tons, the latter from five
to ten, and are navigated each by two men and
a boy.

October sth, paffed through a very unenter»
taining country (except for a few mles on the
bank of the Shannon) to Altavilla, but Mr.
Bateman being from home, I was difappoint-
ed in getting an account of the Palatines fet-
tled in his neighbourhood. Kept the road to
Adair, where Mrs. Quin, with a politenefs
equalled only by her underftanding, procured
me every intelligence I withed for.

Land
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Land lets about Adair from 10s. to 40s. an
acre, average 20s. the richeft in the country is
the Corcafles on the Maag, which'lets at 30s.
to 36s. a tract of five miles long, and two
broad, down to the Shannon, which are better
than thofe on that river ; the foil is a Kind of
yellow and blue clay, of which they make
bricks ; but there is a furface of blue mould.
The grafs of them is applied to fattening
bullocks, from 7 to 8 cwt. each, and an acre
fats one, and gives fome winter and. {pring
food for fheep. When they break this land up,
they fow firft oats, and get 20 barrelsan acre,
or 40 common barrels, and do not reckon that
an extra crop ; they take ten or twelve in
fuccefion, upon one ploaghing, till the crops
grow poor, and then they fow one of horfe
beans, which refrefhes the land gnough to
take ten crops of oats more ; the beans are very
good. Wheat {ometimes fown, and the crops
vc;ry gréat. Were fuch barbarians ever heard
of ? s

In the common courfe of lands about
Adair, the courfe of crops is,

1. Potatoes. 2. Ditto. 3, Wheat, 4. Oats.
5. Oats. 6. Oats, 7. Lay out.

1. Potatoes. 2. Ditto. 3. Wheat. 4. Wheat.
5. Oats. 6. Oats. 7. Oats. 8. Lay out.

1. Potatoes. 2. Ditto. 3. Wheat. 4. Oats.
5. Lay out,
Potatoes
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Potatoes they plant on grafs without dung,
good crop, 60 barrels to an acre, at 8s.
barrel average. When they hire it they pay
fix guineas an acre; they dung tillage land
and poor lays for them Of wheat they fow
a barrel an acre, and the crop in general eight
to ten of thafe barrels. Oats they fow two to
an acre, and get twelve to fixteen. The low
bottoms of moory and rufhy kind they plough,
and burn the furrows; upon that burmng
they plough in the afhes and harrow in rape
feed, a pottle, or three quarts to an acre ; ne-
ver feed, but keep it for {eed, and get elght
Briftol baxrsls an acre ; it fells ufuallv at 14s.
to 18s. a barrel ; they fow bere afterwards, the
produce ten barrels an acre; then a crop of
oats, twelve to fixteen bar rels, and then leave
it to lay, No vrafs feeds fown. W,

Farms rife from 40 acres to 2000}, a year ;
fome few of the little ones are taken by cot-
tars, in partnerfhip, but not common ; the
large farms are all ftock ones. Turnips "have
been fown many years, but by few ; a little
on pared and burnt land in the bottoms, n-
ftead of rape ; the crops very large; they
give them all ta fat fheep, in order to keep
their flefh for a better market after Chriftmas; -
it is found to -be a very advantageous pra&xce
but pot increafing. No hoeing. Hemp is
fown a little by the Palatines, but by few
others., Flax, Dy every cabbin, in order for a
little {pinning for their own nfe.

Ltk S "The
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The fyftem of the ftock farmers isin gene-
ral dairying, but uponthe beft lands they fat-
ten buliocks, cows being only kept on lands
which they think will not do for bullocks.
The cows are all let, and paid for principally
by butter, one cwt. to a cow, and 25s. horn
money. The dairyman’s privilege is a cabbin,
a garden of an acre, and the grafs of a cowor
horfe to every twenty cows, and may rear half
the calves, and keep them to November or
Chriftmas. To 6o acres, 24 cows, 1 horfe,
30 fheep ; this is juft two acres a head, and
1t is about the average of the country. - The
da1rymen are not in good circumf{tances, mak-
ing a mere living, The fwine here are of a
large white fort, and rife to two cwt. t‘le.y are
moftly, fattened on potatoes, but.have fome
oats at laft to harden the fat. A good many
theep ; the fyftem is to keep the lambs till
three year old wethers, and fell them fat at
20s. each; .the fleeces 7]b.  Tythes, wheat
6s. barley gs.. Oats 4s. Rapq np tythe. Po-
tatocs 8d..to 10d. mowing ground 1. £0. 35
fheep 2d. each.

The poor people do not all keep cows, but
all have milk; all have pigs and poultry ; are
pot better off than twent years ago,  Have
a potatoe garden, “of which one-half to three-
“fourths of an acre carries a family through
the year ; they live entirely upon them, felling
their pigs. They pay a guinea for a cabbin,
and 10 perch ; if half an acre, 2L 2s. A
whole acre, and a cabbm onpoor ground,

31
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3l. 3s. ‘but not fo cheap if near a village.
Labour paid in land in general. Grafsof a
collop 2l. 2s. if a cow hayed, 5os.

Palatines were fettled here by the late Lord
Southwell, about feventy years ago. They
have in general leafes for three lives, or 31
years, and are not cottars to any farmer,
but if they work for them, are paid in mo-
ney. ‘The quantities of land are {mall, and
fome of them have their feeding land in com-
mon by agreement. They are different from
the Irifh in feveral particulars ; ‘they put their
potatoes in with the plough, in dnlls, horfe-
hoe them while growing, and plough them
out. One third of the dung does in this me-
thod, for they put it only in the furrows,
but the crops are not fo large as in the com-
mon method. They plough without a dri-
ver; a boy of twelve has been known to
plough and drive four horfes, and fome of
them have a hopper in the body of their
ploughs, which fows the land at the fame
time it is ploughed. Their courfe of crops is,

~ 1, Potatoes, 2. Wheat. 3. Wheat. 4. Oats.
1. Potatoes. 2.-Barley, 3. Wheat, 4. Oats.

In whick management they keep their Jand
many years, never laying it out as their neigh-
bours do, ‘'They preferve fome of their Ger-
man cuftoms: flecp between two beds. They

appeint
1
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appoint a burgomafter, to whom they appeal
in cafe of all difputes; . and they yet preferve
their language, but that is declining. They
are very induftrious, and in confequence are
much happier and better fed, cloathed, and
lodged, than the Irith peafants. We muft not,
however, conclude from hence that all is ow-
ing to this; their being independent of farmers,
and having leafes, are circumftances which
will create induftry.  Their crops are much
better than thofe of their neighbours.  There
are three villages of them, about feventy fa-
miliesinall. For fome time after they fettled
they fed upon four ¢rout, but by degrees left it
off, and took to potatoes: bat- now fubfift
upon them and butter and milk, but with a
great deal of oat bread, and fome of wheat,
fome meat and fowls, of which they raife
many. They have all offices to their houfes,
that is, ftables and cow houfes, and a lodge
for their ploughs, &c. They keep their cows
in the houfe in winter, feeding them upon
hay and oat firaw, They are remarkable for
the goodnefs and cleanlinefs of their houfes.
The women -are very induftrious, reap the
corn, plough the ground fometimes, and
do whatever work may be going on; they
alfo fpin, and make their children do the fame.
Their wheat is much better than any in the
country, infomuch that they get a better price
than any body elfe. Their induftry goes fo
far, that jocular reports of its excefs are
fpread : in a very pinching feafon, one of them
~yoked his wife againft a horfc, and wenthin

that
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that manner to work, and finifhed a journey
at plough, The mduﬁry of the women is a
perfect contraft to the Irifh ladies in the cab-
bins, who cannot be perfuaded, on any con-
fideration, even to make hay ; it not bemg the
cuftom of the country; yet they bind corn,
and do other works more laborivus. Mrs.
Quin, who is ever attentive to introduce
whatever can contribute to their welfare and
happinefs, offered many premiums to induce
them to make hay, of hats, cloaks, ftockings,
gc. &c but all would not do.

Few places have fo much wood about them
as Adair: Mr. Quin has above 1000 acres in
his hands, in which a large proportion is
under wood. The deer park 'of 400 acres is
almoft full of old oak and very fine thorns,

of a great fize ; and about the houfe, the plan-
tations are very extenfive, of elm and other
wood, but that thrives better than any other
fort. ' 1 have no where feen finer than vaft
numbers here.” There is a fine river runs
under the houfe, and within view are no lefs
than three ruins of francifean friaries, two of
them remarkably beautiful,’ and one has moft
of the parts per fect except 'the Toof

In Mr. Quin's houfe, there are fome very
good pictures, particularlyan anhunciation, by
Dominicino, which is a beautiful piece. It
was brought lately from Italy by Mr. Quin,
Jumor The colours are rich and mellow, and
the airs of the heads inimitably pleafing 5 the

group
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group of angels at the top, to the left of the
piece, are very natural. It is a piece of great
merit. The companion i a magdalen; the
expreflion of melancholy, or rather mifery,
remarkably ftrong. There is a gloom in the
whole in tull unifon with the fubjet.  There
are, befides thefe, fome others inferior, yet of
merit, and ‘two very good portraits of Lord
Dartry, (Mrs. Quin’s brother) 'and of Mr.
Quin, junior; by Pompeio Battoni. A piece
in an uncommon ftile, done on oak, of Efther
and Ahafuerus: the colours tawdry, but the
grouping attitudes an effe¢t pleafing.

Oétober 7th; to Caftle Oliver, by Bruff,
paffing through a very fine tract of rich reddifh
loam. - The Right Hon. Mr. Oliver was affi-
duous to the laft degree to have me completely
mformed.  About his feat, the foil is brown
ftone on indifferent flate ftrata, mountainous ;
the mountain tops are thrown into the bar-
gain; mountain farms; tops, bottoms and
fides, 1s. an acre; furze land reclaimed, ‘and
fome from 15s. to 20s.  Farms of all fizes; but
the occupying tenants have from 13 to 100
acres, fome 300. The courfe of crops:

1. Potatoes. 2. Potatoes. 3. Potatoes. 4.
Oats. '5. Oats. 6. Oats, 7.Lay out: fome-
times only two of potatoes.

They manure for potatoes with all the dung
they can get. Very little under tillage, and
the grafs applied chiefly to dairies. In en¢

particular
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particular they are very attentive; to conduct
the mountain ftreams into their grafs lands;
cutting little channels, to introduce the water
as much as poffible over the whole; and though
it comes from a poor mountain of brown ftone,
or turf, yet the benefit they find to be very
great. Thisisa general cuftom among all the
little occupiers; and they are frequently com-
ing to Mr. Oliver, with complaints of each
other for diverting or. ftealing one another’s
ftreams. ‘This is an inftance of excellent huf-
bandry, which Idonot recolle€t meeting with
before in Ireland. ‘They always mow it the
year they water it, and their crops of hay 2
ton, or 21 anacre. They do not reclaim any
mountain, but fometimes a little furze land
for potatoes. They have fome lime-ftone fand;
but being at a diftance, they ufe it in fmall
quantities, a few barrels an acre fown for po-
tatoes, which is effeCtual in preventing them
from being wet or rotting. The ftate of the
poor people better in thefe mountainous traéts
than upon the rich flats of Limerick, both
from there being more employment and greater
plenty of land for them, Some few farms
taken in partnerfhip. The cattle fyftem is ge-
nerally dairying cows, which are all fet to dai-
rymen. There has been a fall in rents: fince
1771-2, of 2s.9s. or 4s.an acre, but it is not
falling at prefent. Building a cabbin 4l. to 5l.
Ditto ftone, flate, &c. 23l

Relative to the rich lands of this country,
they are principally found, firft in the barony

of -



LIMERICK GRAZING: 143

of Small County, which is rich’; Coonagh has
much ; Cofhlea a great deal, and much moun-
tain; Clanwilliam, a good fhare. The rich
land reaches from Charleville, at the foot of the
mountains, to Tipperary, by Kilfenning, a
line of twenty-five miles, and acrofs from 'Ard-
patric to within four miles of Limerick, 16
miles. * Bruff, Kilmallock, and Hofpital have
very good land about them ; the quantity in
the whole conje¢tured to be 100,000 acres. It
1s in general under bullocks, but there is fome
tillage fcattered about, to the amount probably’
of a fifteenth of the whole; the rents are from
25s. to 40s. but average 30s. an acre.

The county of Limerick, befides the rich
grazing, has a light lime-ftone land for fheep
and cows, at 15s. to 20s. There are alfo yel-~
low clays, from 10s.to 20s. alfo middling land
of furze and fern, from r1os. 6d. to il. 1s.
Some mountain  1s. likewife fifteen miles of
corcafles on the Shannon, two to three miles
broad. Average of the whole county, 20s.
The county of Tipperary, 18s. -

As to the foil I am able to fpeak of it parti-
cularly, for Mr. Oliver was fo kind as to ride
through a great variety of it, a man with a
fpade following to dig; the-fineft foil in the
country is upon the roots of mountains ; it is
arich, mellow, crumbling, putrid, fandy loam,
eighteen inches to three feet deep, the colour
a reddith brown. It is dry found land, and
would do for turneps exceedingly well, for

carrots,
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carrots, for cabbages, and in a word for evéry
thing. I think upon the whole, itis the rich-
cft foil I ever faw, ‘and fuch as is applicable to
every purpofe you can ‘wifh : it will fat the
largeft bullock, and at the fami¢ time do equal-
1y well for fheep, for tillage, for turneps, for
wheat, for beans, and in -a word, for every
vrop and  éircumftance of ~profitable huf-
bandry. .-

The lower: lahds aré wetter, ‘and under
them a yellow "clay, whereas in the upper,
it is fandy loam to a confiderable depth. The
rent in England would be confiderably higher
than this of the bullock land in Ireland.

The farmsare of all fizes: The bullock farm
rife to 6oo acres, which quantity is a large
farm ; but there are many {mall ones under
cottars and 'dairymen:  the general run in
ftocking is a bullock of four and a half to fe-
ven cwt: average five hundred and a half to the
acre, and quarter for the fammer’s grafs ; but
their not generally having a bullock to an
acre, is owing to their keeping fheep and calves
{o late, in which they do even to June. The
winter’s hay amounts to about a rood, befides
the acre for the fummer food: Thefe beafts
are bought ‘in at autumn, at three or four
years old, average' price, gl they are fed regu-
larly through the winter with hay every day in
the fields where they are to be fattened v fum-
mer ; they chufe the dry fields for it, but {till
mifchief is done byit. ~All the hayis ftacked

2 in
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in the fields for this purpofe. The time of
felling autumn. The profit they make per
bullock on- an average, about three guineas.
The principal winter {yftem is buying calves,
at 1l. 1s. to 2l. 2s. keepirig them till May, and
then felling them at 20s. to 308. profit, but
give them a bellyful of their beft hay. A great
many fheep are alfo fent to be wintered from
Tipperary, which is extraordinary, as their
own lands are much drier than thefe of Lime-
rick: they do this by hiring farms for the pur+
pofe  Thisis one of the moft profitable arti-
cles; they bring the {pring lambs .in O¢tober,
and keep them till May, and then fend them
back to Tipperary, and they are much better
than thofe they left there. '

The graziers are many of them rich, but
generally {peaking, not fo much from theim-
mediate profit, as from advantageous leafes.
I wanted much to be informed of their profit, .
but it is exceedingly difficult to come near it,
for not a grazier in the country but denies his
making any thing confiderable : this is {up-
pofed to be a great piece of art, but I am very
apt to think the truth not fo far from the de«
claration, at leaft as well as I am able to judge
from the information I have received:

Rent of an dcre and a half for a bullock 212 6

County cefs, at 6d. - - ©c 0y

Mowing and making one-third of anacre hiy o 3 o
ne

Cariedover - [.216 3
Vor. 1L K A bullock
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Brought over £216 o

A bullock 51, intereft at 6 per cent. .7 - 06 o
Labour 1s. 6d. an acre - Rl 0
£.3 4 6

Profit on a bullock - - s A 2 ]
Winter food, two theep at gs. . o010 ©
313 ©

Expences - - B TUNT
Profit - - - £-0 8 4

From this is to be dedufted the whole of
chances, the lofs of cattle, &c. and from what
1 was able to pick up, I have reafon to believe
that it does not exceed 1os. an acre at moft.
The fum neceffary to ftock 61. an acre., I muft
obferve that the profit is very low for land to
yield, which is of fuch extraordinary fertility;
itis of that foil which would do very well for
tillage, for though it is not dry, yet it has not
the wetnefs of our Englith clays, and would
in a courfe of good tillage, pay infinitely bet-
ter as every perfon muft admit who are at all
acquainted with the wet lands of Norfolk,
Suffolk, Effex, &e. Iam however very far
from recommending it, for if the Irifh tillage
fhould be introduced, the very.contrary would
be the cafe, and the landlord {uffer exceedingly
from his eftate being exhaufted. In no part
of Ireland have I feen more carelefs manage-

iicd . ment
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ment than in thefe richlands. The face of the
country is that of defolation ; the grounds are
over-run  with thiftles, (carduus) ragwort, (fe-
necto. facobea) &c. to excefs; the fences are
mounds of earth, full of gaps; there is no
'wood, and the general countenance is fuch,
that you muft examine into the foil before you
will believe that a country, which has fo beg-
garly an appearance, can he fo rich and
fertile. v

To fhew the rife of land, Sir Harry Harp-
fon has a farm of 400 acres, which his grand-
father let in 1676, at 4s. 6d. an acre, and
thought fo dear that an offer of a {core of fheep
and two goats were offered to be off; it would
let now at 30s. I had this fact from himfelf.
The breed of cattle here is all long horned.
There are fome cows fattened alfo, but not
near {o many as oxen. Likewife fome dairies,
which are fet; one cwt. butter, and 20s. horn
money. The dairyman’s privilege is two or
three cows, a cabbin and a garden. The num-
ber of cows feldom above a fcore : but they are
found fo troublefome and impofing, that they
have taken'a different method, and employed
dairywomen on their, own account.

Great quantities of flax fown by all the poor
and little farn.ers, which is fpun in the coun-
try, and a good deal of bandle cloth made of
it. This and pigs are two great atticles of
profit here ; they keep great numbers, yet the
poor in this rich traét of country are very badly

K 2 off,
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off. Land is {o valuable, that all along as I
came from Bruff, their cabbins are generally
in the road ditch, and numbers of them with-
out the leaft garden; the potatoe land being
afligned them upon the farm where it fuits the
mafter beft. ‘The price they pay is very great,
from 4l. to sl. an acre, with a cabbin; and for
the grafs of a cow, 4os.to g45s. ‘They are, if
any thing, wosfe off than they were twenty
years ago. A cabbin, an acre of land, at 4os.
and the grafs of two cows, the recompenfe of
the year’s labour : but are paid in different
places by an acre of grafs for potatoes at sk
Thofe who do not get milk to their potatoes,
eat muftard with them, raifing the feed for the
purpofe. - The population of the country in-
creafes exceedingly, but moft in the higher
lands; new cabbins are building every where.
The tillage in thefe rich lands confifts in,

r. Potatoes. '2. Potatoes. = 3. Barley. 4.
Wheat. 5. Oats. 6. Qats.

1. Potatoes. 2. Potatoes. (on fpots 1 or
1 acre flax after the 2d Potatoes.) 3. Wheat.
4. Barley. 5. Oats. 6. Oats. 7. Oats. 8,
Oats. g. Lay it out.

Mr. Oliver has known 150 Briftol barrels,
cach four bufhels heaped of potatoes, which
make fix bufhels, or goo from an acre. The
weight, ftrike meafure, 15 ftone. ‘The com-
mon crop, 150 heaped barrels, at 4s. average
price. Opinions differ much, whether the fe-

cond
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cond crop is better or worfe, but from one
praétice they have, I am clear which it muft be;
for they truft to the fmall potatoes left in the
ground as feed, which are neceffarily irregular :
and I have found, by various trials, that a flice
of a middling potatog is far better than a whole
fmall one.

PoTrAToOES.

0000 00 0 OO OO ®

Rent - - - - 5 13
Seed, fixteen barrels and a half, at 10s. - 2 13
Cutting feed - - c L p e
Digging - - - oy
Carrying out - - o 2
Trenching and fowing - - 135
Weeding - - - = o010
Digging out - < = T10
Gathering - - - o 10
Carrying home GRS B Ky - 09
Houfing - - - o 6
Picking - - - = o130
Tythe . ¢ - 0 12
£15 3 2
Cror
One hundred and fifty barrels, at 4s. each 30 0 o
Expences N & - 15 3 2

Profit - 1416 10

“<One
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One hundred barrels; at 4s. each- - .20 0 0
Expcziccs ik - - 15; 3508
Profit - ,£.4 16 10

The Briftol barrel, which is here charged at
4s. is heaped, and weighs 22 ftone. 'The qua-
lity of the corn raifed on thefe rich lands is
much better than any other in the country ;
the quantity- of barley per acre, 12 Briftol
barrels. PR

Mr. Ryves, a gentleman of the neighbour=
hood I had the pleafure of meeting at, Caftle
Oliver; on 32 acres fowed nine bufhels of bere,
from which 111 Briftol barrels, ftriked mea<
fure. “Of wheat, the crops flu€tuating, buta
middling one 12 barrels, Mr. Ryves has had
20 of oats, generally 15. All thefe” crops: aré
with good tillage : there are many who do not
get near fo much. Y X -

There is a bolting mill at Limerick, at Annf-
grove, at* Marlefield, at Clonmell, at Caftle
Hyde, at Newport: hence therefore there is
no want of a market in this country for corn.
I was furprized to find that land, in this rich -
country, fells at as many years purchafe as in
mountain trats. Limerick is famous for cy-
der; the fineft cakaggee is at Mr. Wallet’s,
Mr. Maffey’s, Mr. Weftrope’s, Mr. Monfon’s,
&ec, _ The foil of the orchard’s thin, on lime-
ftone. :

Mr. Oli-
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Mr. Oliver has praétifed hufbandry on.a pret-
ty extenfive fcale. A confiderable part of his
land is improved mountain, which he grubbed
and cleared of fpontaneous rubbifh, and ma-
nured with lime-ftone fand; and then culti-
vated fome for corn, and fome for turnips:
where the land is boggy, he burns, in order
to get rid of that foil which he confiders as
worth but little. 'Whatever he fows, - the land
runs at once immediately to thick fine grafs,
even on the mountain top ; fo that a ftubble
will, in ‘the firft year, yield a great crop of
hay. A ftrong proof how adapted this country
is to pafturage. In the breed of cattle he has
been very attentive, purchafing bulls and cows,
at the expence of twenty guineas each, of the
long-horned Lancafhire breed, and from them
has bred others, I faw two exceeding well~
made bulls of a yearold of his breeding, which
would have made a confiderable figure in Lei-
cefterfhire. Turnips he has cultivated for ma-

years, applying them chiefly to feeding deer,
gyu\ he has fattened fome fheep on them with
good fuccefs. Hollow draining he has practiced
upon an extenfive fcale, and laid a large tract
of wet land dry by it.

Mr. Oliver planted a colony of Palatines 15
years ago, from about Rathkeal, 66 families
in one year, which made yoo proteftants, on.
his own eftate. - Fixed them upon fpots, of
from thirteen to thirty acres each, charging
thém only two thirds of the rent, which he
could get of others ; built houfes for them ;t

fhe
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the expence of above 5ool. gave them leafes for
three lives. - The benefit of them has been in-
troducing much tillage; to the proportion of
their little farms, they till'much more than the
Irith. 'They drill their potatoes, and on ftub-
ble land worn out, Houlfe their cattle, feeding
them with hay, and raifing thereby dung.
They are cleaner and neater, and live much
better: are better cloathed, and all of them
have neat little kitchen gardens.. Many of them
labour for nobody but themfelves, and none
of them conftantly for others, being employed
principally on their own little farms,” They
live partly on four crout, i

Caftle Oliver is a place almoft entirely of Mi.
Oliver’s creation; from a houfe, furrounded
with cabbins and rubbifh, ‘ he has fixed it'in a
fine lawn, furrounded by good wood, ‘The park
he has very much improved on an excellent
plan; by means of feven fect hurdles, he fences
off part of it that wants to be cleaned or im-
proved, thefe he cultivates, and leaves for grafs,
and then takes another fpot, which is by much
the beft way of doingit. In the park is a
glen, an Englifh mile long, winding in a plea~
fing manner, with much wood hanging on the
bank. Mr. Oliver has conducted a ftream
through this vale, and formed many little wa-
ter-falls in an exceeding good tafte, chiefly over-
hung with wood, but in fome places open with
feveral little rills, trickling over ftones down
the flopes. A path winds through a large
wood and along the brow of the glen; this

' path
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path leads to an hermitage, a cave of rock, in
a good tafte, and to fome benches, from which
the views of the water and wood are in the fe-
queftered ftile they ought to be. One of “thefe
little views, which catches feveral falls under’
the arch of the bridge, is one of the prettieft
touches of the kind I have feen. The vale be-
neath the houfe, when viewed from the higher
grounds, is pleafing; it is very well wooded,
there being many inclofures, furrounded by
Fine trees, and a thick fine mafs of wood rifes
rom them up the mountain fide, makes a very
good figure, and would be better, had not Mr.
Oliver’s father cut it into viftos for fhooting.
Upon the whole, the place is highly improved,
and when the:mountains are planted, in which
Mr. Oliver is making a confiderable progrefs,
it will be magnificent, st

In the houfe are feveral fine pictures, parti-
cularly five pieces by Seb. Ricci, Venus and
Zneas; Apollo and Pan, Venus and Achilles;
and Pyrrhus and Andromache, by Lazzerini;
and the rape of the Lapithi, by the centaurs:
the laft i1s by much the fineft, and is a very ca-
pital piece; the expreffion is ftrong, the figures
are ipn bold relief, and the colouring good.
Venus and Achilles is a pleafing picture; the
continence of Scipio is well grouped, but Sci-
pio, as in evu.y picture I ever faw of him, has
no expreflion. Indeed, chaftity is in the coun-
tenance {o pafive a virtue as not to be at all
fuited to the genius of painting; the idea is
rather that of infipidity, and accordingly Sci-

plo’s
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pio’s ‘expreflion .15 generally: infipid ‘enough.
Two fine pieces, - by Lucca Jordano, Hercules
and Antens; Samplon; killing the lion: both
dark and horrid, but they are highly finithed,
and ftriking. Six heads of old men, by Nogari,
excellent ; and four,young women, in the cha- .
rater of the feafons. :

OC&ober gth, left Caftle Oliver. - Had I fol-
lowed my inclination, my {tay would have been
much longer, for I found, it equally the  refi-
dence of entertainment and inftruction, ; Paffed
through Kilfennan and Duntreleague, in my
way to Tipperary. . Theroad leads every where
on the fides of the hills, {o as to give a very dif-
tinct view of the lower grounds; the foil all
the way is the fame fort of fandy reddith loam
1 have already defcribed, . incomparable land
for tillage: as I advanced, it grew fomething
lighter, and in many places free from gravel.
Bullocks the ftock all the way.. Towards Tip-

erary I -faw vaft numbers of fheep, and many

ullocks. All this line -of country 1s part of
the famous golden vale. 'To Thomas-Town,
where I was fo unfortunate as-not.to find Mr.
Mathew at home; thedomain is. 1500 Englith
acres, fo well planted, that I.could hardly be-
lieve mylfelf in Ireland. . There is a hill in the
park, from which the view of it, the country.
and the Galties, are f’criking. Loys 1t 2

To the Earl of Clanwillian’s, where-1 was
particularly fortunate in meeting Meflrs. Ma- .
carthyand Keating, fons to two of-the greateft
farmer:

-
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farmers that ever were inIreland. The coun-
try is all under fheep, and the foil dry fandy
loam. The fheep {k;'f’cem of Tipperary is to
breed and keep the lambs till three-year old
wethers, fat, and fell them at 26s. at an aver-
age; keep the ewe lambs, and cull the old
ftock, felling an equal number of fat ewes at
three to four years old, the average price 20s.
in October, the wool of all the ftock in general
amounts to three fleeces, per ftone, of 161b. or
6s. a head. From hence to Clonmell, there
are many fheep; to Cullen in Kilkenny, three
or four miles beyond Thurles, within two miles
of Cullen, three or four and twenty miles N.
to S. and from Cullen to within three miles of
Cullen, which is 30 : generally {peaking, this
is all theep, but there are many fpots in it where
bullocks are fed. The ftock mixed with {heep
are ufually calves, bought in at fix to eight
months, 30s. to 4os. average. 32s. and when
they are three year old, fend them to the richer
lands in the county of Limerick, (where every
Tipperary grazier has a farm) to fat. When
they have not enough of their own rearing,
they buy three-year olds at Ballynafloe, and
fatten them in Limerick. In general, this land
will carry three to five fheep to the acre, and
bear fome calves befides. One acre and three

quarters a bullock the year through, one half
for hay.

Arrangement
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Arrangement of a flock of 2,500 fbeep.

5C0 ewes

500 lambs

500 hoggarts

500 two-year olds

250 fat wethers

250 ewes, added to ftock, inftead of 250 older eneS
fole off

2500 at 5 toan acre 500 acres

==

250, fat wethers, at 26s. - - 324 18 o

250 culled ewes, at 20s. - - 250 O O
2000 fleeces, at €s, - -~ 600. 0 O
- : PO S

L1174 18 o

A part of the ftock of fat wethers is kept
over from O¢tober to the fpring, for the Dub-
lin market, not merely for the high Bri,ce, but
becaufe underlings, and not fat in autumn, and
fell for lefs than the reft, feldom more than
1gs. or 20s. ‘To 3000 fheep a grazier in this
neighbourhood has 30 acres of turpips, in or-
der to feed this part of his wether ftock with.
Mr. Macarthy with 8ooco fheep, has feldom
more than 30 acres. ‘This fyftem will be fur-
ther explained by Mr. Allen’s ftock.

1,200 acres—2,000 fheep, befides lambs—
Sells 200 four year-old wethers, at 26s,—200

three
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three year-olds, at 26s.—200 barren ewes; at
18s.—2,000 fleeces, at §s—400 two-year olds
—400 year olds—so00 Brood ewes—5oo lambs
—Land to feed this flock, 1000 acres. Alfo
120 bullocks—40 cows and fpayed heifers and
working bullocks for work, and milk breed-
ing~—3o0 horfes, mares, &c.—3o0 labourers,
5 fhepherds—20 acres of wheat—10 barley—
10 oats—10 turnips—S§ potatoes—6o mowing
ground—Rent of this large tract of fheep-land
from 20 to 23s. an acre.

Farms are generally large, commonly 3 or
4000acres, and rife up to 10,000, of which quan-
tity there is one farm, this is Mr. Macarthy’s,
of Spring Houfe, near Tipperary, and is I fup-
pofe the moft confiderable one in the world.
Here are fome of the particulars of it ¢

9,000 acres in all---10,000l. rent---8,000
fheep----2,000 lambs---550 bullocks---8c fat
cows---20,000l. value of ftock---200 year-
lings---200 two-year olds---200 three-year olds
---8o plough bullocks---180 horfes, mares and
foals---1 50 to 200 labourers---200 acres tillage.

Mr. Richard Dogherty, of Locklogher, 76
bags of wool at soolb. to 6oolb. this year.
Lofs of fheep and cattle one-half per cent. No
folding. For hiring and ftocking, sl. an acre.
A fhepherd is allowed four cows, a horfe, a
cabbin, and three acres of garden, and as
much hay as they like for their cattle. -~ -

: Slaughter
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Slaughter at Corke of cows and bullocks
undoubtedly much leflened. The increafe of
tillage is in Tipperary owing to bolting mills.

The quantity of tillage in this country
trifling, but the crops are large ; there are fe-
veral courfes. The turnip hufbandry often
upon burnt land, . fome on lime and fallow,
and fome on fallow alone.

1. Turnips. 2. Fallow. 3. Wheat. 4. Oats.
5. Oats. 6. Oats. 7. Oats. 8. Oats. 9. Oats.
10. Lay it out. ¥

1. Turnips. 2. Fallow. 3.Potatoes. 4.Bere.
5. Wheat. 6. Oats. 7. Oats. 8. Oats.
9. Oats. ;

1. Burn for rape feed. 2. Potatoes.
3. Wheat. 4. Oats. 5. Oats. Layout. And
fometimes they take two crops of -wheat.
They never hoe turnips. —

Mr. Dexter of Cullen, had a ram, half a
guinea a leap, and great numbers of ‘ewes were
fent to him, the breed much improving.

Potatoes, average produce, 8o to 100
Briftol barrels, at gs. average price, and the
poor people pay 5 to 6 guineas for land.
They often take two crops with adding fome
feed, pay the fame price for the fecond ; they
pay this price for turnip land burnt; grafs
potatoes not generally known. The quant-'tt);

. o
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of wheat 10 barrels to 15.~—~Bere 15 to 18.—
Barley 12 to-18.—Oats 12 to 15. ‘Their tur-
nips they feldom fow before the 12th of July.
Their - manures’ are lime and lime-flone
gravel, the gravel for crops, and lime for
grafs; they ufe it on lime-ftone land, and
with great {uccefs. The foil' 2 mellow, “dry
fandy, or gravelly loam, on lime-ftone or lime-
ftone gravel. - Much bog in this country, that
of Allen comes in a line through the Queen’s
County to within three miles of Cafhel. One-
fifth of Tipperary, mountain, the wreft 20s.
an acre. -Land fells at 20 years purchafe.
Rents have fallen four or five fhillings an
acre fince 1771 and 1772. iF

, Price'of Catrtle.
Yearling bullock, 3l. to 3l. 10s. Storebul-
lock, 6l. to 71. Fat ditto, 10l. to 12]. " Profit

on a bullock, 41. to 4l. 10s. A bullock fat of
ten guineas, weighs 6 cwt. .

Newtown, ‘250 acres, a farm of . Mr.
Dogherty’s, under bullocks from May to No-
vember, and 1100 lambs all winter through.

I had heard much of the late Mr. Keafing's
farm, of Garranlad, as ‘the largeit that ever

was; his fon gave me the following particu-
larsof it:

10,000l a‘year rent. 13,800 Irith ‘acres.
3,000 head of black ‘cattle. 16,300 fheep.
300 horfes. 500 -coupletiof i-ducksi’ 300

turkies,
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turkies. go hogthéadsof cyder a: year. - He
had moft of the ground from Golding to
Clonmell. Collops here in order are, 1 horfe.
6 fheep. 1 cow.’ 1 fat bullock. 2 yearlings.
3 calves. :

To Cullen; Newtown, Palace, Carrick on
Lifh, rents 30s. an acre. Refpeéting the ftate
of the poor in this country they are paid by
a cabbin, and one dcre and a half of land, for
which - they are reckoned 4l. and' for grafs of
a cow zl. 2s. They live upon potatoes and
milk ; generally have cows, but not all, and
thofe who have not, buy, but very many of
them have for the half year; only potatoes and
falt. They all keep pigs. They are juft as they
were 20 years ago. Prices, wheat 1s. 1d. per
ftone. Englith barley, 10d. Oats, 6d. Bere,
2d.  Hay 1l. 2s. gd.aton. A

Rape is very commonly fown apon burnt
land ; they never feed it, but let it ftand for
feed, of which they get 12 to 15 barrels, and
it fells at 16s. a barrel. Burning I fhould ex-
plain, is only the remaining turf after two
ploughings, the firft in November, and after
Chriftmas a -crofs ' ploughing ; harrow in
March, and burn in May.

Accompanied Lady Clanwilliam in a drive
through her plantations ; fhe has planted a
broad margin. for feveral miles round a do-
main, (which his Lordfhip walled in with in-

tention of building) and done it with equal
‘ tafte
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tafte and fuccefs. The attention fhe has given
to this rational amufement, and the fenfible
and agreeable manner in which fhe renders
every tree interefting by her defcriptions and
remarks, are formed to fet off a female charac-
ter in a light at leaft as refpectable and as amia-
ble as the moft brilliant exhibition that a
capital can witnefs. The twig which fhe
plants with her hand, and nourithes by her
care, will not difappoint her in the pleafure the
expelts ; it will thrive with her attention, and
greet her with its friendly fhade: when will
Dublin prove as grateful ?

October 12th, to Lord de Montalt’s at Dun-
drum, a place which his Lordfhip has orna-
mented in the modern ftile of improvement:
the houfe was fituated in the midit of all the
regular exertions of the laft age. Parterres, pa-
rapets of earth, ftraight walks, knots and clipt
hedges, all which he has thrown down, with
an 1infinite number of hedges and ditches,
filled up ponds, &c. and opened one very no-
ble lawn around him, f{cattered negligently
over with trees, and cleared the courfe of a
choaked up river, fo thatit flows at prefent in
a winding courfe through the grounds. He
continues this work of drefling the fields con-
tiguous to him, to give them a neat appearance,
and advances in it every year, even his tillage
lands are all kept in the fame neat manner,
with fences new done, and the whole carrying
the moft cultivated appearance.

Vor. II. L His
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His Lordfhip’s fyftem of hufbandry is an ad-
mirable one ; it is in the great outline to take
farms into his own hands, as the leafes expire,
to keep them for improvement, and when
done to relet them. This is the true agricul-
ture for prefit for a landlord ; he has upon
this {yftem improved near 2000 acres. Throw-
ing down the old miferable fences which fplit
the farms into little {craps of fields, and made
new ditches for drains and water-courfes, dif-
pofed the new fields to the beft advantage, -
drained them with ftone drains where wet,
broke up fuch of the grafs as was bad, culti-
vated it enough to bring it into proper order,
and laid it down again to meadow ; there can-
not be a better fyftem, or more calculated at
the fame time to ornament a country, and im-
prove his own eftate.

His Lordfhip has alfo followed feveral prac-
tices in farming, which have proved of great
fervice; among others, keeping hogs upon
clover. He had a mind to fhew the country-
man that they might keep many hogs (a very
advantageous ftock to them) by means of clo-
ver 5 he kept four fows and twenty-four pigs
the fummer through on one acre, by which
hemade 10l. produce. = A clear proof that the
hufbandry would be highly advantageous with
this view. 3

Turnips he cultivates upon -a very large
fcale ; was the firft who had them here on
ftubbles ; he has thirty or forty acres, and

3 every
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every year has a large quantity ; drills them
with- a very cheap fimple- drill, his own in-
vention, and thins them out by hand, or hoes
them. I viewed his crop, and found them
very regular, and of a good fize; with the
leaves of the whole of  a remarkable deep
green, without any yzllow ones : more fo, I
think, than is common in England, and I
obferved the fame circamftance with the other
crops I faw. He ufes them for feeding and
fattening fheep, giving them on dry grafs
land ; alfo for ftall-feeding bullocks, and finds
the advantage of both ufes fo great, that he
d;l)es not know what he fhould do without
them. # 1

In the winter management of his cattle, he
proceeds on very different principles from what
1s common in Ireland ; inftead of feeding them
abroad, and for that purpofe ftacking the hay
about the fields, he ties them up in ftalls, of
which he has many, and is ereting more: he
ties up above 100 head, in which he finds the
greateft advantage, both in the cattle, faving
food, and yielding dung. The breed of fheep
he has begun to change, from the long-legged
Tipperary to the fhort legs of Leicefterfhire; has
feveral tups of that breed, and finds that the
change is of the higheft confequence. Folding
he has practiced with the greateft fuccefs.
The breed of hogs he has alfo changed to the
Berkthire, and has one of the fineft boars of

that breed I have feen.
L 2 Cabbages
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Cabbages he cultivated for feveral years, but
finds them burft toe foon to be of confiderable
ufe; turnips much better : but Reynolds’ tur-
nip-cabbage ke finds excellent for late fpring
food; has eight acres of very fine ones this
year, which coft him juft zol. labour of ma-
nuring included.

Lord de Montalt keeps zooo acres in his
hands, 1500 fheep, 40 plough bullocks, 12
cows, &c. His Lordfhip, for the purpofe
of draining his clay lands, ploughs and fho-
vels them up into broad highlands, fo as to
form regular fegments of circles, in the
manner practifed in fome counties in Eng-
land ; he does this that the furrows may
be drains to the land, for French drains wilt
not run, owing to the ftiffnefs of the clay.
He has not much of this land, however;
for in general his foil is the rich reddifh
fandy loam of the golden vale. He does
much of his ploughing with the plough of
Warwick and Shropfhire, and finds 1t an-
fivers very well. |

The mountain lands of Tipperary one-
feventh of the county, the reft lets at 20s..
an acre on an average. There is fome
woollen manufactory {cattered through it,
efpecially at Thurles, Tipperary, Clonmell,
&c. Mr. John Fenning, near Colchin, em-
ploys 30 combers. The year’s purchafe of
land 20, was 25 fome years ago. 'The fall
eeney owing

A

~



C A ST EIL 165

owing partly to the expetation of an ab-
fentee land-tax. ‘ ;

O&ober 13th, leaving Dundrum, paffed
through Cathel, where is a rock and ruis
on it, called the rock of Cafhel, fuppofed
to be of the remoteft antiquity. Towards
Clonmell, the whole way through the faine
rich vein of red fandy loam I have fo often
.mentioned : I examined it in feveral . ficlds,
and found it to be of an extraordinary fer-
tility, and as fine turnip land as ever I
faw. It is much under fheep; but towards
Clonmell there is a ‘great deal of nllage.

The firft view of that tewn backed by a
high ridge of .mountains, with a beautiful
fpace near it, of inclofures, fringed with a
fcattering of trees, was very pleafing, It is
the beft fituated place in the county of
Tipperary, on the Sure, which brings up
boats of ten tons burthen. It appears to
be a bufy populous place, yet I was told
that the manufacture of woollens 1s not con-
fiderable, It is noted for being the birth-
place of the inimitable Sterne.” Within two
miles of it is Marleticld, the feat of Stephen
Moore, Efq; celebrated in Jreland for his
uncommon exertions in every branch of
agricalture. It was not without the great-
eft concern that I found him abfent. See-
ing this Gentleman however in London af-
terwards, he was kind enough to- favour
me with the following particulars

His
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His mill was built feven years ago, and coft
15,000l. the wages of the millers, includ-
ing candles, coals, foap, tallow, &e. 7 or
8ool. a year: it contains g ftones for'wheat,
and 4 for oatmeal : it has a very complete
apparatus for fifting, cleaning, &c. and gra-
naries of uncommon magnitude, holding
10,000 barrels : began to be worked with only
3,000 barrels of wheat in a year, which has
rifen gradually to 20,000 barrels in 1776, a
very ftrong proof of the great increafe. of
tillage in the neighbourhood. Very much of
it is between Clonmell and Cafhel, in which
tralt there. was formerly more fheep in one
parifl;, than now in three ; alfo much in
the Corke road to: Cloheen, but no ‘moun-
tain heath ground improved. The change
has been from fheep and  bullocks. . He
has a profpet of  doing yet more, and
at the fame time that other mills  have
been ereted that grind much, perhaps the
whole is not fhort.of 40,000 barrels.» ‘The
farmers do not bring their wheat from a
greater -diftance than 16 miles. Mr. Moore
finds it neceffary to kiln dry:all. I 'menti-
oned to him the bad colour of all ‘the wheat
in his own, and every other mill in Ireland,
he attributed it only to wet harvefts.. He
fends his flour to Dublin, on the bounty,
which rather more than pays the expence of
carriage 6d. per cwt. Never exports on his
own account, but fends a little to Waterford.
It goes to Dublin in cars, which.takes each
cight” to tén cwt. that is from four: to five

bags,
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bags. He ufed to pay 3s. a cwt. in winter,
and 3s. 6d. in fummer for 84 miles, but now
the price is 2s 6d. in fummer, and 3s. in
winter. Mr. Moore tried Englith broad-
wheeled waggons, with high priced ftrong
horfes, but they did not anfwer at all: he
has found the cars to carry much greater loads.

He has not found that the premium has
over ftocked the Dublin market, which he
attributes to there being an export from
Dublin, notwithftanding fuch exported corn
receives no bounty. The bran Mr. Moore
applies to breeding and fattening hogs, con-
trary to the practice of moit other mills,
who having tried it, have given that practice
up. He has thirty breeding fows and fix
hundred pigs, which are fed and fattened
entirely on 1t, and the fat is firm and good.
The price of bran is 1s. 1d. the fix ftone,
and the hogs anfwer fo well, that he would
contraét for other bran to be delivered him
at that price, in order to ufe it in this man-
ner., He does not depend eatirely on breed-
ing his own, but buys many fiores. He
is entirely in the Berkihire breed, which he
finds much fuperior to the Irifh.” I obferved
his hogs, and thought them very fine ones.
His fows bring three litters each, feven pigs on
an average, in a year and a quarter ; fells them
at half a year to two years old, putting
them to fat as {foon as they have done grow-
ing ; but when there is a great demand, fats
them young. The average fat pig, two cwt.

at



168 MARLEFIELD.

at from 20s. to 30s. a cwt. medium 2gs.  The
dung is a confiderable profit; he finds it be-
yond any other. He has given bran alfo to
fatting ftore cattle, having built ftalls for that
purpofe; gives them hay till when near fat,
then leaves off the hay. His working horfes
are fed on bran entirely, no oats.

Mr. Moore contra&s for bifcuit, which he
bakes in large quantities, and bread for the’
whole town of Clonmell. He has eight ovens
going for bifcuit. Starch he alfo makes large
quantities of. Adjoining his flour mill, he has
ereted a rape mill, for making oil; the feed
is all raifed in the neighbourhood. The cake
fells at 48s, a ton, and is exported, fome to
Holland, but moft to England for manure.
He has tried feeding beafts with it, but it will
not do at all: they would have died. This
fact has long been known in England. It is
the cake of lint feed that fattens. We have,
however, very florid writers of ¢his age, who
{peak of oxen fattening on rape cake asa com-
mon thing.

Mr. Moore’s hufbandry is alfo worthy of
confiderable notice. His principal -attention
has been given to cattle; feventeen years ago
he imported Leicefterfhire rams, Northampton
ftallions, and a Craven bull from England,
and has at different times fince had bualls
from Bakewell and others, and ‘has himfelf
fold yearling bull calves, from 10l. to 30l. a
picce, and rams from rol. to g40l.  Long ex-

~ perience
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perience has told him that the long horned
Craven breed of cattle is preferable to any other.
1 enquired particularly into the quantity of
milk, becaufe the common objection is their
not giving much. Sir William Ofborne, as
well as Mr. Moore, affured me that he had
{feen one of them milked, and the milk mea-
fured feventeen quarts at one meal; but the
average fix to ten quarts at a meal, which is
neither better nor worfe than the common cows
of the country: but the milk is much better
and thicker, and yields more butter than that
of the Holdernefle. I examined his bulls, cows,
and oxen, with attention ; he has a bull which
deferves every commendation for fhape; and
three or four out of fix or feven prime cows I
faw, were very beautiful ones.

Of theep he keeps 1000, that is 200 ewes,
200 year-olds ; 200 two-year olds ; 200 barren
ewes, and 200 lambs.  le fells every year 200
two-year old fat wethers, and 1oo barrenewes;
the wethers in O¢tober, at 28s. and the ewes
in the fpring, at zgs. His fleeces are 71b. each
on an average, at 1s, per lb.

Turnips he has cultivated for fome years, up
to 30 acres in a year, broad caft, has not hoed,
from finding them very good without. He
both draws and feeds on the land. Hehas had
cabbages alfo, but never more than two acres,
finds them more expenfive, but do not go fo
far as turnipa.

Te
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To Sir William- Ofborne’s; three ‘miles the
other fide Clonmell. From a charaéter fo re-
markable for intelligence and precifion. I
could not fail of meeting information of the
moft valuable kind. 'This gentleman has made
a mountain 1mprovement which demands par-
ticular attention, being upon a prmcxple very
different from common ones.

Twelve years ago he met with a hearty look-
ing fellow of forty, followed by a wife and fix
children in rags, who begged. 8ir William
queftioned him upon the fcandal of a man in
full health and vigour, fupporting himfelf in
fuch a manner : the man faid he could get no
work : Come clong with'me, I will fhew you a fpot
of land upon which I will build a cabbin for you,
and if you like it you fball fix there. The fellow
followed Sir William, who was as good as his
word : he built him a cabbin, gave him five
acres of a heathy mountain, lent him four
pounds to ftock with, and gave him, when he
. had prepared his ground, as much lime as he
would come for. ‘The fellow flourithed ; he
went on gradually ; repaid. the four pounds,
and prefently became a happy little cottar : he
has at prefent twelve acres under cultivation,
and a ftock in trade worth at leaft Sol. his
name is John Conory.

The fuccefs which attended this man in two
or three years, brought others, who applied
for land, and Sir William gave them as they
applied. The mountain was under leafe to a

tenant,
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tenant, who valued it fo little, that upon be-
ing reproached with ot cultivating, or doing
fomething with it, - he affured Sir William,
that it was utterly impracticable to do any:
thing with it, and offered it to him withont
any dedution of rent. Upon this mountain
he fixed them; gave them terms as they came
determinable with the leafe of the farm, fo that
every one that came in fucceffion had fhorter
and fhorter tenures ; yetare they fo defirous of
{ettling, that they come at prefent, thoughon~
ly two years remain for a term. ’

In this manner Sir William has fixed twen-
ty-two families, who are all upon the improv-
ing hand, the meaneft growing richer; and
find them{elves fo well off, that no confidera-
tion will induce them to work for others, not
even in harveft : their induftry has no bounds ;
nor is the day long ¢énough for the revolation
of their inceffant labour, Some of them bring
turf to Clonmell, and Sir William  has feen
Conory returning loaded with foap athes.

He found it difficult to perfuade them to
make a road to their village, but when they
had once done it, he found none 'in getting
crofs roads to it, they found fuch benefitin
the firft. Sir William has continued to give
them whatever lime they come for ; and they
have defired 1000 barrels among them for the
year 1766, which their landlord has according -
ly contracted for with his lime-burner, at r1d.
a barrel. 'Their houfes have all been builth:;t

is
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his expence, and done by contraét at 6l. each,
after which they raife what little offices they
want for themfelves. '

Sir William being prejudiced againft * the
cuftom of burning land, infifted that they
thould not do it, which impeded them for fome
time; but upon being convinced that they
could not go on well without it, he relaxed,
and fince that they have improved rapidly. He
has informed them, that upon the expiration
of the leafe, they will be charged fomething for -
the land, and has defired that they will mark
out each man what he withes to have; they
have accordingly run divifions, and fome of
them have taken pieces of 30 or 40 acres: a
ftrong proof that they find their hufbandry
beneficial and profitable. He has great reafon
to believe that nine-tenths of them were white
boys, but are now of principles and praétice
exceedingly different from the mifcreants that
bear that name. The lime Sir William gives
them for the firft breaking up, and the quantity
they chufe is 40 barrels an acre, fo that all the
expenfe is 6l. for the houfe, and 1l. 16s. 8d.
an acre for the land they improve. He has
little doubt but they will take the whole moun-
tain among them, which confifts of goo acres.
Their courfe of tillage is,

1. Potatoes on the burning, generally Turks,
(cluftered) and great crops. 2. Rye. - 3.0Oats,
and then leave it out ; the grafs is, "

Their
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Their cattle are feeding on the mountain in
the day, but of nights they houfe them in little
miferable ftables. All their children are em-
ployed regularly in their hufbandry, picking
ftones, weeding, &c. which fhows their induf-
try I’nonrrly, for in general they are idle about
all the country. The women {pin.

Too much cannot be faid in praife of this
undertaking. It fhows that a reflefting pene-
trating landlord can fcarcely move without the
power of creating opportunities to do himfelf
and his country fervice. It fhows that the vil-
Jainy of the greateft mifcreants, is all fituation
and circumftance: emMpLoy, don’t Aang them.
Let it not be in the {lavery of the cottar {yftem,
in which induftry never meets its reward, but
by giving property, teach the value of it; by
giving them the fruit of their labour, teach
them to be laborious. All this Sir William
Ofborne has done, and done it with effe@l, and
there probably is not an honefter fet of families
in the county than thofe which he has formed
from the refufe of the white boys.

Suppofe he builds a houfe to every twenty
acres, and limes that quantity of land, the ex-
penfe would be a few fhillings over 40l. or 4os.
an acre. If they pay him 2s, 4d. an acre for
the land, he will make juft 6. per cent. for his
money : a moft ftriking proof of the immenfe
profit which attends mountain improvements
of every kind, becaufe inftead of 2s. 4d. they
would ‘confider 6s. o 7s. asa rentof favour.

4s.
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4s.8d. is 12 per cent. for his money ; 7s. is 18
percent. Yet in fpite of fuch facts do the lazy,
trifling, inattentive, negligent, flobbering, pro-
fligate awners of Irifh mountains leave them,
as they received them, from the hands of their
ancettors, in the pofieffion of groufe and foxes.
Shame to fuch afpiritlefs conduét !

« One-third of Waterford mountain at 6d. an
acre, and two-thirds at 7s. - Twenty miles on
the coaft in length, and eight or ten in breadth,
is under dairies, of which the rent per acre is
little known, farms being paid for by the cows
they will maintain, at gos. each. Thefe dairies
rife to 50 and even 100 cows. They all keep
great numbers of hogs, which increafe every
day from the high price. The ftate of the poor
people much better -than formerly; they ufed
to have one acre of potatoes, and the grafs of
one cow for their year’s labour, and no more,
and were ‘much greater flaves than at prefent.

- Tillage does not thrive in the county ; it has,
however, increafed pretty much about Dun-
garvon, from whence .there has been a toler-
able export of corn; not only from its neigh-
bourhood, but alfo from a diftance, owing to
the mobs of Clonmell and Carrick ftopping
corn going to Waterford, which has injured
the latter town.

Octtober 15th, left New Town, and keeping
on the banks of the Sure, paffed through Car-
rick to Curraghmore, the feat of the Earl of

Tyrone.
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Tyrone. This line of country, in.point.of
foll, inferior to what I haveof late gone through :
fo that I confider the rich country to end at
Clonmell. For the following account of the
hufbandry of the county of Waterford I.am
obliged to the attention of Lord Tyrone,
who omitted no means of informing me
accurately.

That county is divided into very large farms,
and the renters of them keep cows generally,
which they let to dairymen. One farmer, Mr.
Peor, has 2000 cows, and pays zo00l. a year,
but they rarely let more to one man than 5o
cows, ufually about 20; many of thefe men
pay weekly, and others quarterly: the rent
from gos. to 3l. §s. no fuch thing as horn-
money. The dairyman’s privilege is a houfe
and two or three acres of land, or a horfe and
two cows in twenty. They make nothing but
butter, and all keep hogs; but do not feed
them with milk, felling it all; 1,300 to 1,500
chuarns full of milk, each eight gallons, goes
into Waterford every day in the year, and a
prodigious quantity to Carrick. The county
is by far the greateft dairying one in- Ireland.
The breed is the common mountain cow, peor
to look at, but great milkers, five or fix pot-
tles at a meal common. Price of them sl. at
an average. Average rent of all the land un-
der cows, 10s. One-third of the county moun-
tain, at 6d. the other two-thirds, at 10s. Along
the Blackwater, good land, and four miles
round Waterford, 20s. or 255, The quant}ty

or
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for a cow from two to four acres. They ge-
nerally breed their own by rearing a few calves
every year; the young ftock are kept on the
mountains in {ummer, and in the worft of the
low land in winter. They never feed their
cows with any hay, except in very fevere wea-
ther. No other ftock but cows.

The foils are various at this end of the coun-
ty, clay and fhingly flate, with a reddith mold
upon it and gravelly loams. At the other end,
they have lime-ftone lands. They have, how-
ever, about Curraghmoor lime-ftone gravel
of a fiiff nature. Lime at the kiln g¢d. a bar-
rel; Lord Tyrone pays 1s. for the ftone, and
2s. 8d. a barrel for the culm, and pays 2d. a
barrel for breaking and burning, all which
make gd. Every barrel of culm gives feven
of lime; aton of ftone produces four barrels
of lime: the barrel of lime four cubical feet.
Not a thirtieth part of the country under the
plough. The tillage confifts only of a little

. patches broken up by the cabbins; it has been
mcreafing thefe 15 years: but the principal
increafe has been within thefe ten years. The
courfe of crops:

1. Potatoes. 2. Potatoes. 3. Barley, or
oats. 4. Oats. 5. Oats : continued while the
land yields. Wheat is comingin. Some who
till large fields, and do not take fo many crops.
About Dungarvon, there are many potatoes
planted, which are.fent to Dublin in boats,

with loads of birch brooms, and they are faid
: to
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to be loaded with fruit and timber. - But in no
part of the county do they plant grafs pota-
toes: they plant many of the bull or turk fort
for their pigs, but they are reckoned an un-
wholefome fort for the people to feed on. Par-
ing and burning land was common before the
law paffed againft it, but of late very little.
Upon the coaft there is a great deal of fea-
weed and fea-fand, efpecially beyond Dungar-
von and Waterford. Flax is fcarcely any where
fown. The poor people feed on potatoes and
milk ; moft of them have cows; manyof them
for-a partof the year only falt: but they have
oat bread when potatoes are not in feafon.
They all keep pigs, but never eat them. Their
circumftances are in general greatly better than
they were twenty years ago, both in foed and
cloathing; they have now all fhoes and ftock-
ings, and are decently drefled every Sunday.
No hats among the women, and 1t is the fame
an other parts. Their labour is valued, and
they are paid the amount in land. The
religion of the lower claffes is the Roman
catholic.

Emigrations from this part of Ireland prin-
cipally to Newfoundland, for a feafon ; they
* have 18l. or 2ol. for their pay, and are main-
tained, but they do not bring home more than
7L to 11l. Some of them ftay and fettle;
three years ago there was an emigration of in-
dented fervants to North Carolina, of 300, but
they were ftopped by .contrary winds, &c.
There had been fomething of this conftantly,

Vor. IL. M but.
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but not to that' amount.. The oppreflion
which the poor people have moft to: complain
of, is the not having any tenures in their_lands,
by which means they are entirely fubject to
their employers. ~

Manufactures here are only woollens.  Car-
rick is’ one of the greateft manufatturing towns
in Ireland. Principally for ratteens,! but of
late they have got into broadcloths, all for
home confamption; the manufafture in-
creafes, and is very flourifhing. There are
between three and four hundred people em-
ployed by it, in Carrick and its neighbour-
hood.

Lord Tyrone is clear that if his eftate in
Londonderry was in Waterford, or that all the
inhabitants of it were to emigrate from it, fo
as to leave him to new model 1t, he would be
able to get full one-third more for it than he
can do at prefent; rents in the north depend-
ing not on quality, but on price of linen.

The rife in the profperity of Ireland, about
the year 1749,  owing to the higher price of
provifions, which raifed rents and enforced
induftry. = Butter now gd. a lb. thirty years
ago 2:d.

Tythes are ufually compounded for by the
year through this county. Wheat pays 1o0s.
Barley, 10s. Oats, gs. Mowing ground, 4s.

Sheep, .3d; each.:. Milk fells in fummer for a
i halfpenny
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halfpenny a quart ; five quarts of butter-milk
in fummer for ahalfpenny.

Lord Tyrone has improved 127 acres of hill,
the foil reddith dry loam, onm a flaty bottom,
over-run with French and Irifh furze, and
briars and bufhes ;- he firft grubbed them up
at a guinea an acre: then he levelled an in-
finite namber of ald ditches and mounds, at
sol. experfe, ploughed in winter, and fecond
ploughed in May ; and 200 barrels of roach
lime per acre, fpread,. at is.'a barrel. Upon
this ploughed twice more; and fowed, part
with wheat at Michaelmas, and part with bar-
ley in fpring. « The crops exceedingly good ;
8 barrels an acre of wheat, and 18 of barley.
After the wheat, barley and grafs feeds were
fown ; the barley as good as the other ; and
upon the barley, part oats were fown, the
crop 15 barrels, and white clover and hay
feeds. Before the improvement, it letat 10s. an
acre ; after the improvement it would let rea-
dilyat 25s. " The grubbing the furze was not
effectual, for gsol. has been fince expended in
grubbing up {cattered ones. They are now
completely deftroyed, is a very beautiful well-
laid lawn, and fo good land, that the wool of
the fheep alone that were kept there laft year,
without other food, and through the year paid
20s. an acre for the whole. It would now
feed 600 fheep through the year. Over go
acres limed, with 250 barrels an acre, and fal-
lowed, had 17 barrels an acre of wheat. Eight
years ago, his'Lordfhip ftopped their burning

N land;
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land ; but upon receiving many complaints at
it; he fold them lime at gd. a barrel, which coft
him 1s. in order to make up the imaginary
lofs.

T had the pleafure of meeting, at Lord Ty-
rone’s, William Shanly, Efq; of Willyfield, in
Leitrim, who informed me that he had twelve
hundred per acre from a bad red bog, ftone
of potatoes four feet deep, drained to the clay
at bottom; lime-ftone fand at 3l. labour, be-
fides horfes ; dunged it a eommon covering,
and immediately plinted the potatoes, dug
them, and fowed barley, 15 barrels an acre.
Barley again 12 barrels; barley again 8 barrels,
grew too rank, laid with grafs feeds, could let
at 4o0s. an acre: anfwers f{o well, that he would
have done any quantity of it; did 20 acres.
He planted with a plough 29+ ftone of pota-
toes in rows, four feet afunder; the produce
was 1,440 ftone, the quantity of land about
three rood. “In the county Leitrim, four-fifths
of mountain, at 2d. or not fo much; the re-
maining fifth, 6s. the mountains in Leitrim all |
wet, a boggy farface.

Curraghmoor is one of the fineft places in
Ireland, or indeed that I have any where feen.
The houfe, which is large, is fituated upon a
rifing ground, in a vale furrounded by very
bold hills, which rife in a variety of forms,
and offer to the eye, in riding through the
grounds, very noble and ftriking fcenes. Thefe
hills are exceedingly varied, fo that the detour

'» S,
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of the place 1s very pleafing. In order to fee
it to advantage, I would advife a traveller to
take the ride which Lord Tyrone carried me.
Paffed through the deer park wood of old oaks,
fpread over the fide of a bold hill, and of fuch
an extent, that the fcene 1sa truly foreft one,
without any other boundary in view than what
the ftems of trees offer from mere extent, re-
tiring one hehind another till they thicken fo
much ‘to the eye, under the fhade of . their
fpreadmg tops, as to form a diftant wall of
wood.” "“This is a fort of fcene not common in
Ireland it is a great extent alone that will give
From this hill enter an evergreen planta-
t1on, a feene which winds up the Decr-park
hill, and opens on to the brow of it,  which
commands ‘2 moft noble view indeed. The
lawns ‘around the houfe appear at one’s feet,
at the bottom of a great declivity of wood, al-
moft every where furrounded by pTantatxons
The hills on the oppofite fide of the vale againft
the houfe, confift of a largelawn i in 1he centerof
the two woods, that to the right of : an 1mmenfe
extent, which waves over a mountain fide, in
the fineft manner ‘imaginable, and lead the eye
to the fcenery on the left, which is a beauti-
ful vale of rich mclof'ures, ‘of feveral ' miles
extent, thh the ‘Sure making one great reach
through i, and a 'bold bend Juf’c before it en-
ters a gap in the hills towards Waterford, and
winds behind them; to the right you "ok
over a large plain, backed by the great Cum- .
meragh mountdins. For a diftinét’ extent of
view, the parts of which are all of a com-
iy mandmg
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manding magnitude, and a variety. equal to
the number, very few profpeéts are finer tharn
this.

From hence the boundary plantation extends
fome miles to the weft and north-weft of the
domain, forming a margin to the whole of
different growths, having been planted, by de-
grees, from three to fixteen years. It is in
general well grown, and the trees thriven ex-
ceedingly, particularly the oak, beech, larch,
and firs. Itis very well fketched, with much
variety given to it. e

Pafs by the garden acrofs the river, which
murmurs over arocky bed, and follow thé rid-
ing up a fteep hill, covered with wood from
fome breaks, in which the houfe appears per-
fectly buried in a deep wood, and come out,
after a confiderable extent of ride, into the
higher lawn, which commands a view of the
fcenery about the houfe; and from the brow
of the hill the water, which is made to imitate
a river, has'a good effett, and throws a great
air of chearfulnefs over the fcene, for trom
hence the declivity below it is hid; but the
view, which is the moft pleafing from hence,
the fineft at Curraghmoor, and indeed one of
the moft friking that is any where to be feen,
is that of the hanging wood to the right of the
houfe, rifing in fo. noble a fweep as perfectly to
fill the eye, and leave the fancy {carce any thing
to wifh : at the bottom is'a {mall femicircular
lawn around, which flows the river, under the

; : % immediate
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immediate fhade of very noble oaks ; ‘the whole
wood rifes boldly from the bottom; tree above
tree, to a vaft height, of large oak, the maffes
of thade are but tints of one colour, it is not
chequered with a variety, there is a majeftic
fimplicity, a unity in the whole, which is at-
tended with an uncommon impreffion, and
fuch as none but the moft magnificent fcenes
can raife,

Defcending from hence through the roads,
the riding crofles the river, pafles through
the meadow, which has fuch an effet in the
preceding fcene, from which alfo the view is
very fine, and leads home through a continu-
ed and an extenfive range of fine oak, partly
on a declivity, at the bottom of which the

river murmurs its broken courfe, ;

Befides this noble riding, there is a very
agreeable walk runs immediately on the banks
of the river, which is perfect in its ftile; it is
a fequeftered line of wood, fo high on the de-
clivities in fome places, and fo thick to the ve-
ry edge in others, overfpreading the river,
that the character of the fcene 1s gloom and
melancholy, heightened by the noife of the
water falling from ftone to ftone; there is a
confiderable variety in the banks of it,- and in
the figures and growth of the wood, but none
that hurts the impreffion, which is- well pre-
ferved throughout. : '

OC& ober
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October 17th. accompanied Lord Tyrone
to Waterford ; made fome enquiries into the
ftate of their trade, but found it difficult, from
the method in which the Cuftom-houfe books
are kept, to get the details I wifhed; but in
the year following, having the pleafure of a
long vifitat Ballycanvan, the feat of . Cornelius
Bolton, Efq; his fon, the member for the city,
procured me every information I could wifh,
and that in fo liberal and polite a manner,
that it would not be eafy to exprefs the obli-
gations 1 am under to hoth. . In general I was
informed that the trade of the place” had in-
creafed confiderably in ten years; both the ex-
ports and imports. The exports. of the pro-
duts of pafturage, full ope-third in twelve
years, That the ftaple trade of thg place is
the Newfoundland trade; this is very much
increafed, there is more of it here than any
where. The number of ‘people who go paf-
fengers in the Newfoupdlapnd fhips is ‘amaz-
ing; from fixty to eighty fhips, and from
three "thoufand to five thoufand- dnnually.
They come from moft parts of Ireland, from
Corke, Kerry, &c.- Expe}'ienced men will get
18 to 2;l. for the feafon, from March to No-
vember ; a man who never went will have five
to feven pounds, and' his paffage, and others
rife to 20l. the paflage out :they get,” but” pay
home two pounds. An induftrious man in 3
year will bring home twelve to fixteen pounds.
with him, “and fome more. A great point for
them is to be’able to carry out all their flops,
for every thing there is exceedingly dear, one
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or two hundred per cent. dearer than they can
get them at home. They are not allowed to
take out any woollen goods but for their own
ufe. The fhips go loaded with pork, beef,
butter, and fome falt : and bring home pafien-
gers, or get freights where they can; fome-
times rum. The Waterford pork comes prin-
cipally from the barony of Iverk in Kilkenny,
where they fatten great numbers of large hogs;
for many weeks together they kill here three to
four thoufand a week, the price 5o0s. to 4l
each ; goes chiefly to' Newfoundland. One
was killed in Mr. Penrofe’s cellar, that weighed
five cwt. and a quarter, and meafured from
the nofe to'the end of the tail, 'nine feet four
inches. ' TR :

There 1s a foundery at Waterford for pots,
kettles, weights, and all common utenfils ; and
a manufaétory by meffieurs King and Tegent,
of anvils to anchors, 2o cwt. &c. which em-
ploys 40 hands. ' Smiths earn from 6s. to 24s.
a week. Nailors, from ros. to 128. And
another lefs confiderable. There are two fu-
gar-houfes, and many falt-houfes.” The falt
1s boiled over lime-kilns. °

There is a fithery upon the coaft of Water-
ford, for a great variety of fifh; herrings par-
ticularly i the mouth of Waterford harbour,
and two years ago in’ fuch quantities there,
that the'tides left the ditches full' of them.
There are fome premium boats both here and
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at Dungarvon, but the quantity of hernngs
barrelled 1s not conﬁderab]e

The butter trade of Waterford has increaf-
ed greatly for 7 years paft; it comes from
Waterford principally, but much from Car-
low; for'it comes from 20 miles beyond Car-
Iow for 6d. per cwt. - From the firft of Janu-
ary, 1774, to the firft- of . January, 1775,
there were exported 59,856 catks of butter
each on an average, one hundred weight at the
mean price of 50s. . Revenue of Waterford,
1751, 17,000l --- 1776, 52,000l. The flangh-
ter trade has-increafed, but not fo much as
the butter. Price of butter now at Water-
ford, 58s. twenty years average, 42s. Beef
now to 25s. average, twenty years, 10s. to 18s.
Pork now 30s. avetage, twenty years, 16s. to
22s. Eighty fail of fhips now belonging to
the port, twenty years ago mot 30.  They
pay to the captains of fhips of 200 tons, sl.a
month ; the mate 3l. 10s. Ten men, at 40s.
five years aga only 27s.:: Building fhlps, 1o0l.
a ton. Wear and tear of fach a thip, 20l. a
month.” Ship provxﬁons, 20s. @ month

The new church in this cxty is a very beaun-
tiful one; the body:of yit is in the fame ftile
exaltly as that of Belfaft already defcribed:
the total length 170 /feet, the ‘breadth 8.
The length of the body.of the church 92, the
height 40 ; breadth 'between-'the "pillars: 26.
The ifl¢ (which I donot-remember at Belfaft)
is 58 by 45. A room on one fide the fteeple,

© fpace
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{pace for the bifhop’s court,  24. by 18 ; on the
other fide, a. room of the fame fize for the
veftry ; and 28 feet fquare left for a fteeple
when their funds will permit. The whole s
light and beautiful : it was built by fubfcripti-
on, and thereis a fine organ befpoke-at Lon-
don. But the fineft object in this city is the
quay, which is unrivalled by any I have feen ;
it is an Englifh mile long ; tbe buildings on
it are only common houfes, but the river 1s
near a mile over, flows up to the town in one
noble reach, and the oppofite thore a bold
hill, which rifes immediately from the water
to a height that renders the whole magnifi-
cent. 'This is fcattered with fome wood, and
divided into paftures of a beautiful verdure,
by hedges. I crofled the water, in order to
walk up the rocks on the top of this hill; in
one place, over againft Bilberry quarry, you
look immediately down on the river, which
flows in noble reaches from Granny caftle on
the right paft Cromwell’s rock, the fhores on
both fides, quite. fteep, efpecially the rock of
Bilberry. You. look over the whole town,
which here appears in a triangular form; be-
fides the city, the Cummeragh mountains,
Slein-a-man, &c. come in view.  Kilmacow
river falls into the Sure, after flowing through
a large extent of well planted country ; this is
the fineft view about the city.

From Waterford to Paflage, and got my
chaife and horfes on board the Countefs of Ty~
rone pacquet, in full expetation of failing

immediately
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immediately, as the wind was fair, but I foon
found the difference of thefe private veffels
and the poft office pacquets at Holyhead and
Dublin. 'When the wind was fair the tide
was foul: and when the tide was with them,
the wind would not do; in Englifh there was
not 2 complement of paffengers, and fo I had
the agreeablenefs of waiting with my horfes in
the hold, by way of 'reft, after a Journey of
above 1500 m:les

October 18th. after a beaftly night paffed
on thip board, and finding no hgns of depar-
ture, walked'to Ballycanvan “the feat of Cor-
nehus Bolton, Efg; rode” with Mr. Bolton}
jan. to Falthleghll} which commands one of
the fineft views'I'have feen in Ireland. Therc
is a rock on the top of a hill, which’has a ve-
fy ‘bold viesv on every fide’ down on' a great
extent of country, much of vhich is grafs in-
¢lofures of a good verdare. This hill is the
centérof a cucle of "about ten miles dxameter,
beyond which higher lands ‘rife, which after
ipreadmg to’ a great ‘extent, have on every
fide a back ground of mountain :'in'd norther-
ly direction, mount Leinfter, betweeii Wex-
ford and Wicklow, twenty- fix miles off, rifes
n feveral. heads, fal above the clouds. A lit=
de fo the right of this, Sliakeiltha'('7. e, the
woody mountain) at a'lefs diftance, is a fine
object. To the left, Tory hill, only five
miles; in a regular fOrm varies the out-lifie.
To the eaft, there'is the long mountain; eigh-
teen mlles dxﬁant and feveral leﬁ'er chford
‘ hills,
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hills. To the fouth-eaft, the Saltees. To
the fouth the ocean, and the colines about the
bay of Tramore. To the weft, Monavollagh
rifes 2160 feet above the level of the fea,
eighteen miles off, being part of the great
range of the Cummaragh mountains; and to
the north-weft Slinaman, at the diftance of
twenty-tour miles; fo that the out-line is
every where bold and diftinct, though diftant.
Thefe circuamftances would alone form a great
view, but the water part of it, which fills up
the canvafs, is in a much fuperior ftile. The
great river Sure takes a winding courfe from
the city of Waterford, through a rich coun-
try, hanging on the fides of hills to its banks,
and dividing into a double channel, forms the
leffer ifland, both of which courfes you com-
mand diftinétly ; united, it makes a bold reach
under the hill on which you ftand, and there
receive the noble tribute of the united waters
of the barrow and the Nore, in two great
channels, which form the larger ifland ; en-
larged by fuch an acceflion of water, it winds
round the hill in a bending courfe, of the
freeft and moft graceful outline, every where
from one to three miles acrofs, with bold
thores, that give a fharp outline to its courfe
to the ocean ; twenty fail of fhips at Paflage,
gave animation to the fcene ; uponthe whole,
the boldnefs of the mountain outline ; the va-
riety of the grounds; the vaft extent of river,
with the declivity to it from the point of view,
altogether form fo unrivalled a fcenery—every

; - objett
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o'bje& fo commanding, that the genéral want
of wood is almoft forgotten.

Two years after this account was written I
again vifited this enchanting hill, and walked
to it, day after day, from Ballycanvan, and
with increafing pleafure. Mr. Bolton, jun.
has fince I was there before, inclofed forty
acres on the top and fteep flope‘to the water,
and began to plant them. This will be a
prodigious addition ; for the f{lopé forming
the bold fhore for a confiderable fpace, and
having projections from which the wéod will
all be feen in the gentle hollows of the hill,
the effet will be amazingly fine. Walks
and a riding are tracing out, which will com-
mand frefh beauties at every ftep; the fpots
from which a variety of beautiful views are
feen are numerous.  All the way from Bally-
canvan to Faithleg, the whole to the amount
of 1200 acres, is the property of Mr. Bolton.

Farms about Ballycanvan, Waterford, &c.
are, generally fmall, from twenty and thirty -
to five hundred acres, generally about two
hundred and fifty, all above two hundred
acres are in general dairies ; fome of the dai-
ry ones rife very high.  The foil is a reddith
ftony, or flaty gravel, dry, except low lands,
which are” clay or turf. Rents vary much
about the town very high, from sl. gs. to gl
but at the diftance of a few miles towards
Paflage, &c. they are from 20s. to gos. and

fome higher, but the country in general does
1 not
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not rife o high, ufually 1os.to 20s. for dairy- -
ing land. The courfe of crops is,

1. Potatoes ; the produce 40 to 8o barrels,
20 ftones each. 2. Wheat ; the crop 8 barrels,
each 20 ftones. 3.Oats; the produce from
1o to 14 barrels. 4. Barley; the crop 12" to
15 barrels, 16 ftone each. © 5. Lay it’ out;
the better fort clover with the barley, and leave
it for meadow. 4

1. Qats. 2. Wheat. 3. Oats. 4. Barley.
One preparation is a flizht burning of the fur-
rows for wheat, after that wheat, they will
fow barley, ‘and then feveral crops of oats.
Alfo.

13 Potatoes.‘ 2. Wheat, 3. Wheat. 3.
Barley. 5. Lay out.

1. Potatoes. 2. Potatoes. 3. Wheat. 4.
Oats. 5. Barley. 6. Lay out. The fecond
crop 10 barrels. Every houfe has a little:
patch of flax for making a little bandle cloth,
but the quantity is not confiderable.

The principal manure is a fandy marle
they raife in boats on the banks in the har-
bour at low water ; it is of a blueifth colour,
very foapy, and ferments ftrongly with acids :
a. boat load is 18 tons, ‘and cofts 6 to 8s. a
load. .:Moft of it has fhells.” They lay it on
for barley particularly, and’ get great crops,
can inall fee to an inch where fpread.  Some-.

B9 times
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times it is laid on grafs, and the effet uncom-
monly great, bringing up a perfeét carpeting of
white clover wherever laid. They lay fiveor
{ix loads an acre, and the land is for ever the
better. Theyrepeat it on the famekand, and with
great effe¢t. They make compofts of it with
lime, and alfo hedge earth with good fuccefs.
Lime they ufe alfo ; lay from 100 to 150 bar-
rels roach to an acre, which has a very great
effeCt. On the fliffer yellow clays it does bet-
ter than {and, but laid on all forts, and alfo on
grafs land with good effect. Sea fand they ufe
for potatoes, but it does not laft more than for
that crop. Waterford dung, and ftreet ful-
lage, 42s. the boat load of 18 tons. Clover
has been introduced thefe 12 years; Mr.
Bolton has fown it for many years with very
good effect, fo that he never lays down land
without it.

The dairies are generally fet at 21. 5s. The
dairyman’s privilége to 40 cows is a cow and
horfe, and 2 acres and a cabbin, and he is al-
lowed to rear one calf in ten; 100 acres to 40
cows ; they do not keep any hogs on account
of cows. Price of cows, average 4l. to sl.
They are engaged to give two pottles each on
an average, putting all the milk together.
Meadows let at 3l. to 41. an acre for the hay.

There are few fheep kept, ‘no great flocks.
The poor people plough with four horfes,
fometimes fix : gentlemen'.generally with
fpayed heiffers or-oxen. Land fells at 19 and.

20 years
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20 years purchafe; it did fell at =23, and the
fall has been owing to the failure of credit
in 1771 and 1772.

Tythes, Potatoes, Wheat, Barley, and Oats,
5s. to 6s. Cows, 2d. Sheep, 6d.

The poor people fpin their own flax, but
not more, and a few of them wool for them-
felves. Their food is potatoes and milk;
but they have a confiderable affiftance from
fifh, particularly herrings ; part of the year
they have alfo barley, oaten, and rye bread.
They are incomparably better off in every re-
fpect than twenty years ago. Their increafe
about Ballycanvan 1s very great, and tillage all
over this neighbourhood is increafed. The
rent of a cabbin 10s. an acre with it 20s. The
grafs of a cow a few years ago, 20s. now 23s.
or 30s.

An egceeding good pradtice here in making
their fences ‘is, they plant the quick on the
fide of the bank in the common manner,
and then, inftead of the dead hedge we ufe in
England on the top of the bank, they plant a
row of old thorns, two or three feet high,
which readjly grow, and form at once’
a moft excellent fence. Their way alfo of
taking in fand banks from the river deferves
notice : they ftake down a row of furzes at low
water, laying ftones on them to the height of
one or two feet; thefle retain the mud, which
every tide brings in, fo as to fill up all within

Vor. 1l N the
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the furze as high as their tops. I remarked
on the ftrand, that a few boat loads of ftones
laid carelefly, had had this effet, for within
them I meafured 12 inches deep of rich blue
mud left behind them, the fame as they ufein
manuring, full of fhells and effervefced firong~
ly with vinegar.

Amongz the poor people, the fithermen are
in much the beft circumftances ; the fifhery is
confiderable; Waterford and its harbour have
50 boats each, from 8 to r2 tons, fix men on
an average to each, but to one of fix ton, five
men go. A boat of eight tons cofts 40l. one
of twelve 6ol. To each boat there is a train
of nets of fix pair, which cofts from 4l. 4s. to
61. 6s. tan them with bark. Their only net
fithery is that of herrings, which is common-
Iy carried on by fhares. The divifion of the
fith is, firft, one fourth for the boat; and
then the men and nets divide the reft, the lat-
ter reckoned as three men. They reckon 10
maze of herrings an indifferent night’s work ;
when there is a good take 40 maze have been
taken, 20 a good mnight ; the price per maze,
from 1s. to 7s. average 5s. Their take, in
1775, the greateft they have known, when
they had more than they could difpofe of, and
the whole town and country ftunk of them,
they retailed. them 32 for 1d. 1773 and 1774
good years. ‘They barrelled many; but in ge-
neral there is an mmport of Swedith. Befides
the common articles I have regiftered, the fol-
lowing are, Pigcons, 1s.acouple. A hare, 15.

' Par-
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Partridges, 9d. Turbets, fine ones, ‘' 4s.
to ro0s. Soals, a pair, large, 1s. 6d. to 1s.
Lobfters, 3d.each. Ogyfters, 6s. per hundred.
Rabbits, 1s. to 1s. 4d. a couple. Cod, 1s.
each, large Salmon, 1:d. to 2d.

A very extraordinary circumftance I was
told, that within five or fix years there has
been much hay carried from Waterford to
Norway, in the Norway thips that bring deals ;
as hay 1s dear here, it proves a moft backward
ftate of hufbandry in that northerly region,
fince the neighbourhood of fea-ports to which.
this hay can alone go, is generally the beft im-
proved in all countries.

Mr. Bolton has improved a great deal of
wafte land, that was under furze, heath, and,
wood. He firft grubs it, which cofts for the
woody part, 3l. or 3l. 3s. and for the furze,
20s. Then levels all holes, &c¢. and clears it
of rocks, at the expence of 20s. an acre. Up-
on this he dungs and plants potatoes in the
trenching way upon a part, and upon the reft
fallows and limes it, and fows wheat, 100 to
150 barrels an acre, produce feven to ten bar-
rels an acre. Then fand it for oats or barley,
15 barrels of barley, and 12 of oats. In this
way he has done 300 acres, which was not
worth more than gs. an acre : now lets at 30s.
In making this very noble improvement, he
divided the land into well proportioned fields,
and furrounded them with very noble fences ;

double ditches, with a parapet bank between,
N 2 planted
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planted on both fides with quick, and on the
top with a double row of oak; elm, afh, ‘or fir;
many of thefe were planted 36 yearsago; they
are now -in very great perfection, fo thick and
fally grown as to be impervious to the fight,
and to take, when viewed at a diftance, the
appearance of fpreading woods. Nothing
could be done in a completer manner, and the
quantity over more than 300 acres, uniting
with many orchards planted at the fame time,
give hisdomain and its environs a_richnefs of
landfcape ‘not common in Ireland. I could
not help much admiring it when on the water,
from fome parts of the river the effeét is very
beautifal.

Mr. Bolton cannot be too much commend-
-ed for the humane attention with which he
encourages his poor cottar tenantry; he gives
them all Jeafes, whatever their religion, of 21
or 31 years, or lives: even ‘the occupier of
two acres has a'leafe. It isinconceivable what
an effect this has had: this is the way to
give the catholics right ideas. 1 was for three
weeks a witnefs of a moft fpirited induftry
among them ; every fcrap of rough rocky land,
not before improved, they were at work up-
on, and overcoming fuch difficulties as are
rarely to be found on common waftes: many
fpots, not worth gs. an acre, they were reclaim-
ing to be well worth 25s. and 30s. Theim-
provement of this part of Mr. ‘Bolton’s eftate
may be guefldd at when I mention, that on
only soo-acies'of it, there have been built, in
STy fix
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fix years, 40 new houfes, many of them hand-
{fome ones of ftone and flate. For cabbins,
barns, &c. he gives timber for the roofs.

In 1751, Mr. Bolton being in England,
where obferving the cultivation of turnips for
theep, he introduced them on his eftate on
his return, and had hurdles made for penning
theep on them, and did it with much fuccefs;
after the fame journey alfo, he introduced horfe-
beans for feeding his horfes, mixed with oats
he did it for twenty years together, and with
the greateft fuccefs. Turnip cabbage he has
tried alfo for fheep, and found them' to-do
exceedingly well. One turnip cabbage fown
the beginning of April, and not tranfplanted,
weighed 131b. top and bottom. An experi-
ment on carrots I viewed, of which Mr. Bol-
ton, junior, has fince favoured me with the
following account. g

‘“ When you were here, 1 fhewed you a few
beds of carrots, which were pulled the begin-
ning of this month ;-I meafured the ground,
and when the carrots were cleaned and topped,
I faw them weighed. The ground meafured
fifteen perehes, plantation meafure, which
produced 36 hundred and fix ftone of carrots,
befides allowing 41b, to every hundred for dirt,
though they were very clean and dry. The
produce is 156 barrels, and ‘16 ftones to an
acre, (20 ftones to the barrel) and beyond any -
thing I could have imagined ; and I am cer-
tain, had the carrots been hoed and thinned

as
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as they ought, the product would have been
much greater. “The tops were given to pigs;
they feemed to like them better than any thing
elfe. Thefe fifteen perches are part of a field,
which, in 1774, had been highly manured
with dung for potatoes. In 1775, the roots
of the weeds (of which there were a great quan-
tity, particularly couch grafs and crow-foot)
were burnt, and the afhes and fome blue
fand fpread, and it was fown with turnips.
The latter end of March, thefe fifteen perches
were dug, and about the 16th of April fown
with a pound of carrot-feed ; they were twice
hoed, to deftroy the weeds whlch came up very
thick.”

In the winter of 1775, Mr. Bolton fed 10
working horfes on bull potatoes, twice: a day
on oats, and once on potatoes, the potatoes
given always at night; the quantity to each
horfe 11 peck of fmall ones; and at the other
two fecdmgs, half a peck each of oats. He
- found that they fattemd the horfes very
much, and-did exceedingly well on them. -Va-
lue of the potatoes, 3s. a barrel. The cul-
ture of rape and turnips has been tried in this
neighbourhood alfo by Mr Jamcs W:fe, mer-
chant, of Waterford. -~ !

In the beginning of June, 1774, Mr. Wyfe
ploughed ' lightly with-a winged ‘plough, and
burned the furface of neat four acres of land,
which had not been tilled for many years.  He
fpread the afhes, und manured the ground with

3 i boat

. 1
(Y
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12 boat loads of the blue fand, which is taken
from the banks of the river at low water, each
boat load containing 20 tons. Then ploughed
and harrowed it once; and fuch of the clods
as were not thoroughly burnt and pulverized
after harrowing, he turned with the grafly fide
down to hinder their growing. About the
middle of Auguft be fowed with rape ; a lit-
tle more than half a bufhel to an acre. It was
cut the latter end of June, 1775, and produc-
ed 48 barrels, of fixteen ftones to the barrel,
which fold for 16s. per barrel, and the ftraw to
a tallow-chandler to burn for afhes, for 48s.
The ftraw, or haulm of rape, is fold for
twelve-pence for each barrel of feed it pro-
duced. The beginning of July, 1775, Mr.
Wyfe ploughed and harrowed the ground;
about the 2oth of July fowed it with turnips,
which on their coming up, were immediate-
ly deftroyed by the fly. About the middle of
Auguft harrowed the ground, and fowed tur-
nips again, which were alfo deftroyed by the
fly. Mr. Wyfe imagines the great number of
flies were occafioned by the oilinefs and rich-
nefs of the ground, (caufed by the putrefacti-
on of the leaves and blofloms of the rape) and
the moifture and warmth of the weather.’
About the middle of October, the grafs came
up fo rich and luxuriant, (though not fown
with grafs feed) that Mr., Wyfe would not
fuffer it to be ploughed for tillage, as he had
intended.  The latter end of June, 1776,
mowed it, and it produced three tons of hay
per acre ; fold for 34s. per ton. The fand
; ; ; and
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and carriage of it .coft about thirty fhillings,
per boat load ; ploughing, burning, harrow-
ing, fowing, cutting, &c. about four guineas
per acre. Rent of the land thirty {hxllmga an
acre. In 1775 Mr. Wyfe ploughed f{even
acres, which he prepared in the fame mannex
(except fanding) and fowed it with rape ;
grew very well till the great froft and fnow
fell, which, was remarkably fevere, and which
injured it very much, together with the moil-
ture of the ground, ‘occafioned by fprings in
the land, and heavy rains, which fucceeded
the froft and fnow; the produce per acre,
about half the quantity of the former year;
fold at the fame price. Mr. Wyfe recom-
mends narrow ridges for low moift ground.
He thinks a large quantity of afhes to be a
chief means of enfuring a plentiful crop. The
land does not require manure after rape for
wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, &c. but will
not anfwer for a fecoqd crop of rape.

Mr. Bolton, junior, having mentioned a
neighbour of his, - who had drawn up a me-
mdir upon making cyder, from_confiderable
experience, at my requeft wrote to him for a
copy of it, which I have ﬁnce recetved, with
his permzfﬁon to infert it in this work.

The following is an abndvmcnt of the
.aceount.

“Let apples of every fpecies hang till they
are npe and begm to drop; let them be ga-
; thered
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thered perfectly dry, and if convenient in the
heat of the day, when warmed in the fun;
when gathered let them lie in heaps for one, -
two, three, or four weeks, according to their
degrees of firmnefs, fo as to undelgo a mo-
derate fermentation ; let the moifture be care-
fully wiped off, and each fpecies feparated (if
the quantity of fruit in your orchard be fuf-
ficient to admit it) and then ground in a mill,
or pounded in troughs ; but the firft the beft
method, becaufe lefs of the pulp is broke, and
the Ilquor will flow clearer from the bags ; by
prefling the fruit of cach diftinét fpecies fo fe-
parated, the cyder will undergo one uniform
fermentation.

“ When the fruit are fufficiently broke for
prefling, let them lie forty-eight hours before
they be prefled ; this will add to that deep
richnefs of colour, which to the eye is pleafing
in cyder;. then let the fruit fo broke, having
ftood forty-eight hours, be prefled in hair
cloth bags; as the juice is thus prefled out,
let it be poured into large veflels, ufually called
keeves, to undergo the fermentatlon three of
thefe veflels are neceffary in every orchard,
one to contain the liquor in its ftate or courfe
of fermentation, while a fecond.is filling from
the prefs, and the third to contain the pum-
mage before it be prefied ; three Keeves, con-
taining five or fix ho'rfheads each, will ferve
for an orchard that yields fixty or feventy
hogfheads of cyder. The expence of thefe
veifels made of double boards, hooped with

110.1;
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iron, or ftreng ath hoops, will not be very
confiderable; 1if the weather fhould prove'
cold the fermenting keeves fhould be covered
with bags, &c. in order to quicken the fer-
mentation, which will be compleated in fix
or feven days if the weather be temperate, pro-
vided no new or unfermented cyder be put
into the keeve, which above all things fhould
be carefully avoided ; when the fermentation
is over, the liquor will be fine, and fhould
then be racked off into yery clean hogfheads,
fmoaked with brim{tone matches ; the hogf-
heads fhould not be bunged or ftopt clofe till
all fymptoms of fermentation ceafe; and in
three weeks or a month it fhould be a fecond
time racked, fhill obferving to fmoak the hogf-
heads with brimftone, then the hogftheads
fhould with the greateft care be very clofely
ftopped ;" the keeves muft be entirely emptied
before the mew prefled cyder is poured into
them. The great fecret in making good cyder.
is to prevent or mitigate its fermentations,
the firft excepted ; and nothing will fo ef-
fectually do this, as repeated racking from the
foul lee. e S

¢ Do not prefs wildings till Candlemas, or
until they begin to rot ; and when the juice
is preffed out, let it be boiled in a furnace
for one hour, before it be fuffered to work
or ferment, and that will greatly foften the
acrimony of its juice.” fo

Mr.
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Mr. William Atkinfon, of Mount Wilkin-
{on, near Ballycanvan, feems to be very at-
tentive to the orchard hufbandry ; from two
acres he had twenty-one hogfheads of cyder,
and the fame year reaped twenty barrels of"
wheat under the trees, a produce little fhort of
sol. or25l. an acre; three and an half barrels
of his aples (each 6 bufhels) made a hogﬂleac} of
cyder. A common practice here jn planting
orchards, is to fet cuttings, three or four feet
long, half way in the ground, of the cackagee,
jergonelle, or any fet that grows rough and
knotty in the wood ; they call them pszchers,
they rarely fail, andyield well and foon,

Mr. Bolton carried me to the houfes of
fome fifhermen, on the harbour, one of whom
had planted around his cabbin” for fhelter,
three years ago, fome willow cuttings, the
growth 'of which amiazed ' me; I mcafured
them 21 feet high, and not crooked or bend-
ing like common forts, but ftrait'as a fir, 1T
took half a dozen cuttings with me to Eng-
land to compare it with thé forts’ common

with us, *°

October 19th, the wind being fair, took
my leave of Mr.' Bolton, and went back to
the thip ; met witha frefh fcene of provoking
delays, fo that it'was'the next morning, Oto-
ber 20th,’ at eight ‘o’clock, before we failed,
and then it was not wind, but"a cargo of paf-
fengers ‘that fpread our fails.” = T'welve or
fourteen hours are not an uncommon paffage,
¥ L 2 ' Y R P ) . bdt



204 PASSAGE TO MILFORD HAVEN.

but fuch was our luck, that-after being in
fight of the lights on the {malls, we were by
contrary winds blown: oppofite to Arklow
fands; a violent gale arofe which prefently
blew a ftorm, that lafted thirty-fix hours,
in 'which, under ‘a .reefed mainfail, the. fhip
drifted up and down weaying, in order: to
keep clear of the coafts.

No wonder this appeared to me, a* frefh-
water, failor, as a ftorm, when the oldeft
men on board reckoned it a violent one ;
the wind blew in furious gufis; the waves
ran very high; the cabbin windows burft
open, and the fea pouring in fet every thing
afloat; and among the reft a poor lady, who
had fpread her. bed on the floor. We had
however the fatisfaction to, find, by trying
the pumps every watch, that the flup made
little water. 1 had more time to-attend thefe
circumftances than the reft .of the paffengers,
being the only one in feven who efcaped with-
out being fick. It pleafed God to preferveus,
but we did not caft anchor in Milford Haven,
till Tuefday morning the 224, at one a’clock.

It 1s much to be withed, that there were
fome means of being fecure of packets fail-
ing regularly, inflead of waiting till there is
fuch a number. of -paflfengers, as fatisfies the
owner, and captain ; with the poft-office pac-
kets there is this fatisfattion, and a great one
it is; the contrary conduét-is fo perfectly

: : deteftable,
z
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deteftable, that I fhould fuppofe the fcheme of
Waterford ones can never fucceed. .

Two years after, having been affured this
conveyance was put on a new footing, I ven-
tured to try it again ; but was mortified to
find-that-the Tyrone, the only one that could
take a chaife or horfes, (the Countefs being laid
up) was repairing, but would fzilin five days
1 waited, and received affurance after affu-
rance that fhewould be ready on f{uch aday,and
then on another ; in a word, 1 waited twenty-
four days beforeI failed ; moderately fpeaking, I
could, by Dublin, have reached Turin or Mi-
lan as foon as Idid Milford in this conveyance.
All this time the e papers had conftant adver-
tifements of the Tyrone failing regularly, in-
ftead of letting the public know that fhe
was under a repair. Her owner feems to be
a fair and worthy man, he will therefore
probably give up the fcheme entirely, unlefs
affifted by the corpoxatxon, with at leaft four
fhips ‘more, to fail regularly swizh or WITHOUT
paffcngcrs, at prefent it is a general difap-
pointment ; I was fortunate in Mr. Bolton’s
acquaintance, paffing my time very agreeably
at his hofpitable manfion ; but thofe who, in
fuch a cafe, fhould find a Waterford inn _their
refource, would cuife the Tyrone, and fet off
for Dublin. The expences of this paffage are

higher than thof¢ from Dublin to Holyhead :
I pad,

A four-
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A four-wheel chaife - 5 3.3
Three horfes - - 5 373y
Self - . - - I 1 g
Two fervants - - - P -
Cuftom-houfe at Waterford, hay, oats, &c. o ke
Ditto at Pembroke and Hubberfton - £ A ]
Sailors, boats, and fundry fmall charges - 2 T 1

f15 : 5 o

520k

Upon a fecond journey to Ireland this year,
I took the opportunity of going from Dublin
to Mitchelftown, by a route through the ¢central
part of the kingdom which I had net before

fufficiently viewed.

Left Dublin the 24th of September, and
taking the road to Naas, 1 was again ftruck
with the great population of the country, the
cabbins being fo much poorer in the vicinity
of the capital than in the more diftant parts
of the kingdom. MT¥. Nevill, at Furnefs, had,
in a very obliging manner, given diretions
for my being well informed of the ftate of that
‘neighbourhood. Heis a landlord remarkably
attentive to the encouragement of his tenantry.
He allows half the expenfe of building houfes
on his eftate, which has raifed feven of ftone
and flate, and nine good cabbins, 35 by 16,
at 271. each. He gives annually three pre-

mivms of 71. 5l. and 3l. for the greateft num-
ber
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ber of trees, planted in proportion to the
number of their acres, and pays the hearth
money of all who plant trees. He alfo allows
his tenants 40s. an acre for all the parts of their
farm that want gravelling, and does the boun-
dary fence for them, but he is paid in his rent
very well for this. The following particulars
I owe to him. B

The foil in general, for fome miles every
way, is a lime-ftone gravel, which does very
well for wheat ; lets at an average at 20s. that
is, from 10s. to 40s. There are fome traéts of
green ftone land, and a little clay. Rents rofe
ull 1772, but have fince rather fallen: the
the whole county through may be 14s. or 15s.
If all now was to be let, it would be 20s.

Farms rife from 15 acres to 500 : a middling
fize is 250. They are now fmaller than for-
merly, being divided as faft as leafes fall.
There are houfes in general to all, the land
lets the better for them, owing to its being a
tillage country. Mr. Nevill encourages his te-
nantry to build, by being at half the expenfe.
A common farmer requires one 50 feet long,
16 wide, two ftories high; a barn, 40 by 16;
a ftable, 40 by 16; a cow-houfe, 50 by 14;
a pig-ftye, hen-houfe, &c. all which would coft
about 3o00l. of ftone, the houfe flated, and
would be fufficient for 250 acres of land, The
courfes of crops are;

’

1. Fallow
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1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Oats, 4. Wheat.
5. Clover. 6. Clover.

1. Potatoes. 2.Barley. 3.Fallow. 4. Wheat.
5. Clover. 6. Clover. .

They fometimes fow wheat after potatoes ;
the crops are as great as after fallow ; but the
quality of the grain is not equal. . Their fal-
low they plough firft in winter; harrow in
May, crofs plough in ditto and in June ; ftretch
it (that is, form the ridges) in Auguft, making.
them of two bouts; harrow, and the feed fur-
row, in September; and reckon the beft feed
time the middle of that month. No dung in
general ufed for it, but fometimes gravel. One
barrel of feed to the acre; never weed the crop;
the produce from five to twelve barrels, me-
dium feven. Price of late years, 20s. a barrel.
They threfh upon floors formed of lime, fand,
and coal afhes, and are of opinion that they do
not hurt the colour of the grain. At harveft
they do not reap till it is quite ripe, bind di-
rectly, and form it into ftacks in the field,
which they leave out a fortnight.. Plough the
potatoe land once or twice for barley, fow a
barrel an acre of :6 frone in April ; medium
price of latc years from 7 to 12s. average 10s.
Of clover they fow 21lb. per acre, generally
half clover and half trefoil ; do not fow it till
the barley is up, bufh harrowing it; and on
wheat 4z// harrow it, that is, with harrows
without teeth. Never mowit. For oats they
plough twice if able, fow two barrels per acre

in
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in March ; the produce fix to twelve barrels,
and fometimes fixteen. Medium price for a
few years paft 6s. 6d. Upon fome grounds
that are light, are fubftituted peafe inftead of
oats after wheat. Plough but once, fow 20
ftone on an acre under furrow, never weed
them ;-the produce fix barrels per acre, and
the price 10s. No flax fown.

Potatoes generally on a wheat ftubble, al-
ways well dunged ; the ridge feven feet, and
the trench three feet wide, and to one perch in
length of it, four loads of dung. Ten facks,
at twenty ftone, plant an acre. March the beft
feafon ; weed them, and get 100 facks, at the
medium price of gs. the white Englith and
apple forts the beft. It is common for the
poor to hire grafs land to plant them on, at
6l. to 61, 6s. an acre or for ftubble land dung-
ed.

Account of an acre.

Planting - - - 2 0 ©
Seed - - - 2 10 O
Weeding - - - o 10 o
Digging out d * 2 M W el
Rent - - - 6 o o

£14 o o

Vor. II. Q Probucs,
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Propbpvuce

Cne hundred facks, at 5s. - < 25 0 ©
Expences - - - 14 o ©
Clear profit Lo11 o o

One hundred facks cofting 141. gives the prime
coft of 2s. gd. a fack. They are often (gld as
they grow, for 16l. or 18l. an acre. No
turnips.

Lime not generally ufed, Mr. Nevil has a
kiln that draws 16 barrels a day. Burns with
culm, at 2s. 8d. a barrel. Pays for quarrying,
2d. and barning, 1d. The lime cofts him, at
the kiln, 10od. a barrel. Lime-ftone gravel
more ufed, which lafts feven years, and on
fome foils longer: twelve loads on a fquare
perch may be done for 3l. an acre. Tillage is
done with both horfes and oxen, and which is
extraordinary, the latter are ufed by common
farmers as well as gentlemen. Six oxen, or fix
horfes in fummer to a plough, or four in win--
ter, do about half an acre a day. In the crofs
ploughing, which is the fecond, they go nine
inches deep, at other times fhallower, price
per acre, with harrowing, 10s. 6d. They do
not begin to mow their hay till July, getitinto
the large field cock in about a fortnight, which
they leave out three or four weeks longer; a
medium crop 12 loads an acre, at the average
price of gs. 6d.

1 It
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It 1s generally a corn country, yet are there
fome graziers that buy in bullocks, but more
cows. Alfo fome dairies that fatten veal for
Dublin, by which they make 3l. or 41.a cow ;
feeding them in winter when dry on ftraw,
fome on hay. They are let out to dairymen at
4l. a cow. The price of milch cows, in
May, sl to 7l. One acre and a half will

fummer feed one, and half an acre of hay for
winter,

The fheep kept are generally ewe flocks for
fattening, for Dublin market. Buy in at Bal-
linafloe, at 10s. to 155.  Sell thelamb in June
or July, at 8s. to 14s. and the ewe in Novem-
ber, at the fame price they gave, keep them
chiefly on clover. No folding. Medium price
of wool, for 10 years paft, 16s. clip three to a
ftone. They are not at all fubject to the
rot. A great many hogs bred; keep them
for fattening on potatoes; fome are finifh-
ed with offal corn and peafe; in fummer
they feed them on clover. Mark this! one
would think from more than one circum-

ftance, that a good farmer in England was
fpeaking.

In hiring and ftocking a farm of 200 acres,
a man ought to employ sool. but fome of
them will'do it with 200l. Stock for 200

acres to have 100 acres corn, and fallow
every year.

Qa2 Twenty
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Twenty horfes, at 61. and ten bullocks, at 51. 170 o0 ©
Six cows, at.sl. —— gl —=izinsge Ol
Two fows - — — 210 ©O
Six ploughs, at 13s. - —_— 318 o
Three fets of geers — — 3 0 ©
Six Cars, at 25s. — - 713

Sundry tools, &c. —_ = = I0 '© ©

Sced 40acres wheat =~ — 40 O O

20 oats — — 13 0 o

4 barley —_ _— 2 0 O

I potatoes = i 2FaRNC

10 clover _— 5§ 0-0
62 10 @

For labour he will have three cottars for plough-
ing, &c. paid by land ; for other work allow 40 © ‘o

County cefs, 4d. an acre —_ 310
Tythe, 40 wheat, 6s. — 12 0 -0
20 0ats 4, — 4 0.0 y
g barley6s. — — 1 4. ©
iohyy 45, — .— 2 0 0
v “—19 40
“f.352 2 o

In refpett of labour, every farmer has as
many cottars as ploughs, whom they pay with
a cabbin, and one acre of potatoes, reckoned at
30s.and a cow kept thro’ the year, 30s. more.
Every cabbin has one or more cows, a.pig,
and fome poultry. + Their circumftances juft
the fame as zo years ago. Their food pota-
toes and milk for g months of the year; the
other three wheaten bread, and as much but-
ter as'the cow gives. They like the pot:fa_toe

are
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fare beft.  Some have herrings; and others
6s. to 10s. worth of beef at Chriftmas. Sell
their poultry, but many of them eat their pig.
The Igle of the fowls buys- a few pounds ' of
flax for fpinning, moft of them having fome
of that employment.

They are not much given to thieving, ex-
cept bufhes and furze, which is all they have
for fuel, there being no bog nearer than that
of Allen. They bring turf eight and ten
miles, the price 8d. a kifh of three feet and a
half, by three and five long, and 1s. 2d. more
carriage. A kifh will laft one common fire
five days. ] ed

Expence of building a cabbin,

Mud walls —_— o _— 2INO0,
Roof, 3 pair principals T - o g o
4 dozen of rubberies, at 4s. — 016 o
Labour —_ — — °c 4 ©
Wattles — — —- o 6 o
Eight load of ftraw, 5s.  — — 2 00
Thatching — — — o 8 o
Two doors — — o 8 o
L6111 0

Mafon’s perch of a wall -- ~ o0 3 0

Women are paid sd. a day, earn by {pin-
ning, 3d. A farming-man, 5l. 10s. a year.
A lad, 1l. 10s. A maid, 2l to 2. 10s, Reap-

53 ing
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ing, 6s. 6d. Mowing grafs, 2s. 6d: to 35,
Pigeons, 3d. each, Rabbits, 8d. a couple.

To Kildare, croffing the Curragh, fo fa-
mous for its turf. - It is a fheep walk of above
4000 Englith acres, forming a more beautiful’
lawn than the hand of art ever made. Nothing
can exceed the extreme foftnefs of the turf,
whichis of a verdure that charms the eye, and
highly fet off by the gentle inequality of furface.
The foil isa fine dry loam on a ftony bottom ;
it is fed by many large flocks, turned on it by
the occupiers of the adjacent farms, who
alone have the right, and pay very great rents
on that account. It is the only confiderable
- common in the kingdom. The fheep yield

very little wool, not more than 3lb. per fleece,
but of a very fine quality. o

From Furnefs to Shaen Caftle, in the
Queen’s County, Dean Coote’s ; but as the
hufbandry, &c.” of this neighbourhood is al-
ready regiftered , I have only to obferve, that
Mr. Coote was fo kind as to tThew me the im-
proved grounds of Dawfon’s Court, the feat
of Lord Carlow, which I had not feen before.
"The principal beauties of the place aré the well
grown and extenfive plantations, which form
a fhade not often met with in Ireland. 'There
is in the back grounds a lake well accompanied
with wood, broken by feveral iflands that are co-
vered with underwood and an ornamented walk
pafling on the banks, which leads from the houfe.
This lake is in the feafon perfeétly alive with

e ' wild
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wild fowl; near it is a very beautiful fpot,
which commands a view of both woods and
water, a fituation either for a houfe or a tem-
ple. Mr. Dawfon is adding to the plantations,
an employment of all others the moft merito-
rious in Ireland. Another work fcarcely lefs
fo, was the ereCting a large handfome inn,
wherein the {fame gentleman intends eftablifh-
ing a perfon who fhall be able to fupply tra-
vellers, poft, with either chaifes or horfes.

From Shaen Caftle to Glofter, in the King’s
County, the feat of John Lloyd, E{q; member
for that county, to whofe attention I owe the
following particulars, in which he took every
means to have me well and accurately inform-
ed. But firft let me obferve, that I was much
pleafed to remark, all the way from Naas quite
to Roflcrea, that the country was amongft the
fineft I had feen in Ireland, and confequently
that 1 was fortunate in having an opportunity
of feeing it after the involuntary omiffion of
laft year. ‘The cabbins, though many of them
are very bad, yet are better than in fome other
counties, and chimmies generally a part of them.
The people too have no very miferable appear-
ance; the breed of cattle and fheep good, and
the hogs much the beft I have any where feen
in Ireland, Turf is every where at hand, and
in plenty; yet are the bogs mnot fo general as
to affect the beauty of the country, which is
very great in many trafls, with a fcat-
tering of wood, which makes it pleafing.

Shaen
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Shaen Caftle ftands in the midft of a very fine
tract.' From Mountrath to Glofter, Mr. Lloyd’s,
I could have imagined myfelf'in a very pleafing
part of England ; the country: breaks® into a
variety of inequalities of hill and dale ; it is all
wellinclofed, with fine hedges ; thereis a plen-
ty of wood, not fo monopolifed as-in many
parts of the kingdom by here and thére a foli-
tary feat, but fpread over the whole face of the
profpect : look which way you will, itis culti-
vated and chearful.

The King’s county contains the following
baronies, and annexed to their names is the
value per acre of each:

Clonlitk -

- - P 15 ©
Ballibrit - - - o 15 ©
Eglith - - - o 13 o
Balliboy - - - o 10 Q
Garrycaitle S = o 13 ©
Gafhill: - - - 0 12 0
Cooleftown - - 1 0 O
Warrenftown - - ) e )
Ballicowen - o o 11 ©
Kilcourfy - - o 16 o
Upper and Lower Philip’stown £, o 15 o

In Gafhill are 13000 acres belonging to Lord
Digby; and in Warrenftown is Croghen hill,
famous for the great fleeces the {heep yield that
are fed upon it.” A Curragh fheep, from giv-
" ing 31b. carried there, will yield 12lb. but the
quality is coarfe.
5 There
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There are great tracts of bog in the county;
and 153,000 acres that pay county charges;
170,000 acres at 15s. and 30,000 of bog. The
rife of rents fince 1750, more than two-thirds,
but are much fallen fince 1772, in many farms
4s.1n the pound. :

Eftates through the county are remarkably
divided ; and are in general fmall. The fize
of farms varies much, 6oo acres are a very
large one; ufually not léfs than 100 ; very few
in partnerfhip, There are many farms with-
out buildings, which if divided and built, would
let much better. The arable fyftem, when
burning is permitted, is to plough in the {pring,
very thin, then crofs cut it and burn the fod as
foon as the feafon ferves, which will be fome
time in June; plough in the afhes very light-
ly, and fow turnips; thefe they never hoe,
which 1s faid to be difficult, on account of the
number of ftones; they feed the crop on the
land with-‘three-year old wethers or lambs.
After this, plough it up and fallow for a fe-
cond crop of turnips, which they manage as
the firft, but feed them earlier ; then plough
once, and fet it to the poor for potatoes, at 6l.
6s. to 6l. 1os. an acre, after which they fow
bere ‘upon one ploughing; this they fucceed
with wheat alfo onone ploughing; andafter the
wheat, oats. Then they fummer and winter
fallow, which is followed by wheat and oats as
before; but by this time the land is quite ex-
hauafted. A partial burning is fometimes ufed,
which is to break up in November, and plough

twice
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twice or thrice by May, and then to burn what
the harrow does not reduce. For wheat they
plough once, as before-mentioned in the burn-
ing courfe; and four times on a fallow. Sow
20 ftone to an acre ; the crop five to fix and a
half barrels; the medium price of late 1l. 1s.
a barrel. They fow a barrel of bere, of fix-
teen ftone, the crop 14 to 23 barrels, which
great produce is from the rich preparation,
Of oats two barrels, or 24 ftone, the crop 10
to 16; of barley they fow 16 ftone, the crop
10to 16. The price of bere and barley gs.
6d. No clover at all fown, nor any grafs feeds,
and very few peafe or beans, as they never
feed their pigs or horfes with either. Very
little flax. 'There are a few bleach yards about
Clara, &c. but the bufinefs is not much upon
the increafe. Potatoes they plant in the com-
mon trenching way ; the feafon from the mid-
dle of April to the middle of May ; more after
the firft of May than before it; eight barrels
plant an acre ; they always weed them. The
apple fort is preferred from lafting longeft;
the medium price 2d. a ftone; twenty. ftone
the barrel.
Account of an acre.
Planting, 48 men, the firft and fecond trenching

at 8d. - - - o 1 12 O
Seed, at 3s. 4d, - - = 1 6 6
Taking up, 48 men - - - - I 12 0©
Picking up, carrying home, and forting ; horfe-

hire only, as the family does the reft - o 8 8
Rent - - - 6:7630

Ir 5 2
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PropvuceE.

goo barrels, at 35, 4d. - - 16 13 4
Expences - - - CRaen 30 U Rl o
Pl’Oﬁt - - £o 5 8 2

Prime coft, 2s. 3d. a barrel. A barrel will laft
a family of five perfons a week.

The turnips on the burnt land they fow from
the 20th of July to the 4th of Auguft, but
a fortnight or three weeks earlier upon a fal-
low, the quantity of feed 1:1b. they never hoe;
the price upon an average 3l. an acre, either
to take away or feed on the land, but the for-
mer rarely done: they feed them off with fat
fheep or lambs, very rarely with black cattle.

No lime burnt for manure, nor any lime-
ftone gravel ufed, though plenty of it found
all the country through. One farmer made
an experiment of them both for corn, but nei-
ther anfwered ; the general opinion is, its be-
ing bad for the grafs afterwards; there is not
any marle known ; the farm-yard fyftem in-
complete, asevery where elfe, foddering in the
fields ; but cows are kept in the houfe at night,
and fed with hay for about five months in the
winter. Their hay grounds they wifh to thut
up about the 25th of March, butif their hay
is finifhed, they areobliged to be later ; mow

from
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from the 15th of July to the 15th of Septem-
ber, which latenefs is owing to their feeding fo
late in the fpring. They ufually upon the
average of weather, and management, get it
into the large cock in about ten days, and leave
it in that from one to two months; the medi-
um produce per acre, two tons and a quarter,
and the price 30s.2 ton ; the women here ne-
ver make it.

Tillage is performed more with horfes than
with horned cattle; the latter only by confi-
derable graziers, and they are ufually fpayed
heifers. Four horfes, or four heifers to a
plough, which do half an acre a day; the
depth, from the fhallownefs of the foil, not ,
more than fix or feven inches ; the price 7s. 6d.
an acre. Very few hogs kept, not more than
for mere convenience.

To hire and ftock a farm will, on -an ave-
rage, take 40s. an acre, if a grazing one, but
lefs in proportion to the tillage; but there are .
men who will hire on little or no capital, this
however i1s much lefs than formerly, from fe-
veral landlords having fuffered feverely from it.
The tillage of the whole country is very incon-
fiderable ; it is chiefly pafturage, not one acre
in fifteen is tilled; the barony of Garrey caftle
has much more ; one reafon of there not being
more, is the number of farms, from 150 to
400 acres, under leafes for ever, which are fo
highly improved by the tenants, that they ab-
ftain from tillage, under the idea of its being

pre-
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prejudicial. . Refpecting the labour of a farm,
the ftanding bufinefs 1s done by cottars; a
cottar is-one who 'has a cabbin, and an acre
and a half of garden, charged at 30s. and the
grafs of one or two cows, at2gs. each, and the
daily pdy 6d. the year through, the account
being kept by tallies, and thofe charges deduét-
ed; the year’s labour amounts to about 6l. af-
ter the cottar’s time for his potatoes and turf
is deducted ; the remaining 4o0s. is paid in mo-
ney, hay, or any thing elfe the man wants.
The cows are fed by a field being affligned for
all the cottars of the farm. No inftance of a
cottar’without a cow. The calves they rear
till half a year old, and then fell them at 12s.
to 20s. which'will pay for the cow’s hay. They
keep fio theep, but every cabbin hasa pig, a
dog, and fome poultry. No difference in their
circumftances for the laft fifteen years. Itis
here thought that it would be very difficult to
nurfe up a race of little farmers from the cot-
tars, by adding land gradually to them at a
fair rent; it would be alfo very difficult, if not
impoflible, to cut off the cottars from a farm;
nobody would be troubled with fuch tenants,
and no farmer would hire a farm with the poor
on it independant of him, their cattle and all
their property would be in conftant danger;
as the kingdom imcreafes in profperity, fuci
ideas it is to be hoped will vanith.  Their food
is potatoes and milk for ten months, and po-
tatoes and falt the remaining two; they have
however a little butter. . They fell their pig,
their calf, and their poultry, nor do they buy

meat
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meat for more than ten Sunday’s in a year.
Their fuel cofts them about 14s. a year, or
eighty kifh of turf, an ample allowance. There
is in every cabbin, a fpinning-wheel, which is
ufed by the women at leifure hours, or by a
grown girl, but for twelve years 1g in 20 of
them breed every fecond year. Vive le pomme
de Tere!

Expence of a poor family.

Cabbin and garden 110 O
Labour in the garden - - 110 O
Two Cows - - - 210 O
Hay for ditto - - & 110 O
Turf - - - o 14 O
Cloathing, 155 2 head - - 315 o
Tools - - - c 5 0
Hearth tax - - - o 2 o
11 16 o
The Receipt,
The year - - 365 days
Deduét Sundays - 52,
Bad weather - 30
Holydays CHREnES 7
——02
" Tz73at6d. 616 6
Two calves - I 10 0 } et
Pig - - I 00
Poultry - o5 o
—2 15 ©
Carried aover . L9 11 6

3o3 days
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Brought over = L9116

303 days fpinning between the wife and daugh-
ter at 3d. - = it 8 15413
136 9
Expences = - 11 16 o
Remains for whifky, &c. &ec. - L1 10 9

Potatoes are much more .the food than for-
merly ; there are full twice as many planted.
The cottars in their gardens follow the courfe
of crops firft mentioned. They are all very
much addicted to pilfering : their general cha-
racter idlenefs and dirtinefs, and want of at-
tention. They are remarkable for a moft in-
violable honour in never betraying each other,
or even any bodyelfe, which refults from a ge~
neral contempt of order and law, and a want
of fear of every thing but a cudgel, the reader
will remember that maiming cattle, pulling
down, and fcattering ftacks, and burning the
houfes of thofe who take lands over their heads,
are very well known. I am regiftering infor-

mation, and that not from one or two perfons,
but feveral.

The pafturage fyftem is to buy in yearling
calves, called bull chins, at from 3§s. to 53s.
(but twenty years ago, 22s. gd. each), which
they generally fell at Banagher fair, when
three years and an half, at sl. 10s. to 61. buy-
ing and felling regularly every year. They al-
fo buy cows 1n May, and fell them fat in au-

tumn,
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tumn, with 4os. profit. Sheep they either
breed, or buy heggits in May, at 125.t0 15s.
each in the fleece, and fell them fat, at three
years and ap half old, from 1l. 1s. to 1l. 4s.
cach; they get three fleeces, worth 18s. the
profit 1os. a head, keeping them three fum-
mers and two winters. No folding. Flocks
rife from 100 to 2000, they calculate to keep
a fheep to every acre of their farms. The
fleeces, on an average of a running ftock, are
three to a ftoneof 16 Ib. The price, this year,
17s. 6d. twenty years ago only gs. or 10s.
Not much alteration in the number of fheep
through the country ; all fat ones, are in win-
ter fed with turnips and a little hay.  Their
low lands rot; but being more careful ‘than
formerly, it is not fo common as it was; that,
with the g/d, (a fudden giddinefs) and the red
water, are the chief diftempers they are troubled

with.

Milch cows are kept only for convenience, a
few to every farm. An acre and half necef-
fary to keep one the year through, but muft
have 1: ton of hay befides. One four or five
years old ready for milk in the {pring, fells for
five or fix guineas. . A three years old heifer
ready to calve, four or five guineas.

. The bounty on the inland carriage of flour.
to Dublin has occafioned the building feveral
mills, five confiderable ones, four were imme-
diately built in confequence. The quantity

of tillage has increafed double in 20 years;
probably
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probably from this caufe, among others, has
arifen the increafe of whifky, the quantity of
which is three times greater than fifteen years
ago. Not lefs than 30,000 barrels of barley
and bere are diftilled yearly within 8 miles of
Glofter. :

Land fells at 25 years purchafe. Suppofe fix
farms, one let for ever, at 20 years purchafe,
one for three lives, let 20 years ago, 25—one
for two lives, ditto 28 --- one for one life, ditto
30---one for 31 years, 30---one to let now,
20, Averageofall, 25 years. Ten years ago
it would have been twenty-fix and a half; twen-
ty years ago, twenty-three and a half. Leafes
are generally for three lives, or thirty-one
years.

The country in general is much improved
in moft national circumf{tances ; buildings are
much increafed, on a larger fcale, and of a far
better fort than twenty years ago ; there is
alfo a rife in the price of almoft all commo-
dities.

Prices not minuted in the table.

Rabbits, 8d. a couple. Roafting pigs, 2s.
6d. much beyond the proportion of other
things. Rife in the price of meat, 1d.alb. in
twenty years, fincewhich bere has alfo advanced,
from 6s. to gs. 6d. the barrel of 16 ftone. Wo-
mens labour, 4d. Wages of a farming man,
4l. ditto a boy, 1l. ditto amaid, 21. From 10
-+ Vor.Il. P to
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to 14 men reap an acre of corn in a day. Mow-
ing grafs, by theacre, 2s. 8;d. two mendo it
in a day. Threfhing wheat, 6d. a barrel.
Bere, 4d. Oats, 3d. Cutting turf, footing,
&c. 12s. the 120 kifh.

.

BuiLDbDING.

A common cabbin, 5l. Ditto of ftone, 10l. te
15l

Walling, mafon’s perch work - - o o %
One barrel lime - - o0 6
Seven load ftone - - o1 I
Attendance - - 0o o0 2
Sand and carriage - - o1 o
0.3 4

Feet high ) 5
£.016 8

A guinea a perch, 7 feet, 6 inches high.
Slates, g¢s. 6d. athoufand. Slating, 1l. 2s.9d.
a fquare, every thing included. Oak, 1s. 3d.
a foot. Afh and home fir, 1s. Lime, five-
pence halfpenny a barrel, burnt, with turf in
kilns on arches ; two arches burn 400 barrels,
the ftone large. 400 kith of turf will burn
400 barrels ; price of burning and filling from
2l. 5s. 6d. to a guinea and half. ;

September 3oth, took my leave of Mr. Lloyd,
a gentleman from whofe converfation I reaped
equal inftruction and amufement. - Paffed by

7 Shin-
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Shinroan, Murderinny, and Graig, to Johnf-
town, the feat of Peter Holmes, Efq; Much of
this line a very beautiful country ; near Johnf-
town nothing can be more piéturefque,. the
whole well planted with hedges and little woods,
and confifting ‘of the moft fanciful variety of
hill, dale, and {welling declivities, upon which
every bufh and tree is feen to advantage.

For the following particulars I am indebted
to Mr. Holmes, who, notwithftanding his
own ability to anfwer every queftion, trufted
not to it, but called in the beft affiftance the
neighbourhood could give. bl

Baronies in the county of Tipperary.

Lower Ormond, 2cs. an acre.~Upper Or-
mond, ‘20s.~~Skevin, “18s.—Eliogurty, 20s.
Owen and Aira, 12s.—Clanwilliam, 1l. 2s. ¢d.
Middle third,’ 25s.” Befides Iffa, Offa, and
Kilnemanna, " The whole county on an ave-
rage would now let for 20s. an ‘acre. Rents
have doubled in twenty years. ‘

Through the whole barony of Lower Or-
mond, the {oil is in general a'dry lime-ftone
land. * Farms are large, fomeé very large, few
lefs than 5 or 600 acres : the fize is rather in-
creafed.. There are many without any build-
ings, and it is only from particular circum-
ftances that they let the better for them.® The
fmall farms arc taken much in partnerthip ; a

P2 parcel
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parcel of labourers will take 1 or 200 acres.
The common courfe of tillage is,

1. Pare, and burn for tarnips. 2. Turnips.
3. Potatoes. ' 4. Bere. 5. Wheat. 6. Oats.
7. Grey peafe. - 8. Fallow. 9. Wheat. 10.
Oats. 11. Lay out for grafs quite exhaufted.
Alfo, ' ¥

1. Fallow turnips from the turf. 2. Tur-
nips, and then as before.

The management is to plough the fod at
Chriftmas, in April or May crofs plough it,
and let it dry, burn as foon as dry, which
will be fometimes in May ; fpread the athes,
plough once, and harrow in a pound and a
half or two pounds of {eed to the acre, from
the 20th of June to the 4th of Auguft. They
never eithier hoe or weed. . Begin to feed them
upon the land in December with fat fheep,
giving three or four acres at a time to 2 or
300 fheep ; and one acre to 100 fheep, giving
them at the fame time hay in fheep racks: a
middling acre will keep 13 from Chriftmas to
the firft of April, being worth from two gui-
neas to 3. They are alfo commonly ufed for
theep and lambs in March and April. The
profit upon fat fheep, from turnips only, will
amount to from 7s. to 10s. a head. The land
is ploughed three times for the fecend crop;
but the turnips are not fo fweet for Theep
as the firlt, yet they fell as well: they muit

be
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be eaten off firft, as.they will not ftand fo long
as the others, : '

'The poor people hire this turnip land at fix -
guineas to 7l. 10s. for planting fpotatoes.
About ten years ago the price was four gui-
neas to 5l. but the reftrictions on paring and
burning have leflened the quantity of it. For
this potatoe crop one ploughing is given in
March or April, fix to eight barrels of feed
planted ; the favourite forts are the apple po-
tatoe for late, and the early wife for early ufe,
They hand weed them carefully, and take them
up the middle of November or beginning of
December, the average crop go barrels.

Expences on an acre.

Rent - - {3 6 16 6
Seven barrels of feed, at 4s. - - g At )
Planting, thirty men a day - - o 16 o
‘Taking up, eightymen aday - SR RC0VD

I o 6

Probpuct.

Ninety barrels, at 4s. - - 18 o o
Expenfes - - - 11 .0 6
Profit - - £.6 19 6

Prime coft, 2s. 5d. a barrel.
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The culture has increafed very much,and been
the means of reclaiming great traéts of land,
which otherwife would never have been touch-
ed. The potatoe land they plough immediate-
ly for bere, and, if weather dry enough, fow
14 ftone per acre, and get 16 barrels. For the
wheat they plough thrice ; {ow:in November
14 ftone, and get 7 barrels.

It was in this neighbourhood Mr. Yelverton
had his famous crop, - which has been. written
fo often 1n all the books of hufbandry in Eu-
rope, but nobody here believed it.. . The ac-
count I had was this: that he felected the beft
acre in a field of 30, which he marked out;
but his labourers knowing his intention, put
many ftocks from the adjacent parts of the
field into that acre. Thus without any in-
tentional deceit in the gentleman himfelf was
the public completely deceived. « Erom hence
it appears, there was fome reafon in my pro-
pofing to the London fociety, to annex to their
premiums for the greateft crops, the condition
of reaping, threfhing, and meafuring all in one
day, and in the prefence of witnefles which
they adopted much againft the opinion of fe-
veral gentlemen who-did not approve it.

For the oats they plough once, fow two
barrels in March, and get on an average from
10 to 14. For the peafe, they.plough once,
fow twenty ftone broad caft, are fo far from
hoeing or weeding, that they like to have weeds
among them, by way of flicks! get'fix or feven

barrels



JOHNSTOWN. i3

barrels an acre. The fucceeding fallow is
ploughed four times, the crop of wheat as good
as after bere, but the following oats will not
yield above eight or nine barrels.

The medium prices of the preceding pro-
dutts have of late years been, Wheat, 20s.
Bere, 10s. Oats, §. Peafe, 6s. There are
very few threfhing floors of wood : but they
make the clay ones fo hard, that they think
them as good. Flax is fown only by the cot-
tars in their gardens; very few that do not
fow fome. Six pottles of feed on about four
perch of land. They proportion it very ex-
actly to their own confumption; it is wove by
weavers, who make it their bufinefs to weave
for others; and there are very few gentlemen
that do not do the fame for the coarfe linen of
their families,

Marle and lime-ftone fand are the manures
ufed here. They have two ways of improving
walte land with marle: they plough and fow
oats, and marle the ftubble: or elfe they marle
at firft upon the lay: this is moftly practifed
in the Duharrow mountains, where it has
worked very great improvements. It is a grey
foapy marle, full of fhells, dredged from the
bottom.of the Shannon. The expenfe of get-
ting it, with boats and carriage into the land,
is 40s. an acre, Lime-ftone {and is laid on at
the end of an exhaufting courfe, on the oat
ftubble: it cofts about jos. an acre. Very
little lime ufed. No farm-yards; the hay is

' ftacked
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ftacked in the fields where it is defigned to be
fed, and fcattered about ; and fthame on them,
they do the fame with their ftraw; but no
wonder the farm-yard fyftem is unknown, for
they fell much of their corn in the ftack in the
field, which gentlemen buy for ftraw. Great
improvements have been made in the Duhar-
row mountains, ‘infomuch that the tythes of
one parith have rifen from 7ol. a year to
400,

The fheep in the Ormond baronies are kept
chiefly for breeding ; they do not fell the lambs
till they become three years old wethers ; give
the ewes the ram at two years old, which fup-
ply the place of the old ewes, culled out and
fattened at four years old, going five. In 170
there are 5o ewes, 40 lambs, 40 two-year olds,
20 three year old wethers fold, zo ewes kept,
and 20 old ones fold. Ten are kept for acci-
dents. The fat wethers fell at 20s. from grafs,
and 30s. from turnips; and the 2o culled ewes
will fell at 20s. each ; the wool of the whole,
three fleeces to a ftone. Mr. Robert Gowen
has fold a fcore of four-year old wethers at
Dublin, for 591, Their black cattle are in the
fucceffion way. To 1000 acres, befides 1500
theep, they will buy in 180 year-old calves
every year, at 45s. bought in from May to
September, the right time May and June; they
keep them two years and an half, felling them
in November, at 6. to 8l. allowing three for
loffes, there would be '

177
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177 calves, 177 two-year olds, 177 three-
year olds—531.

Alfo upon 1000 acres there would be two breed-
ing mares, and fix colts, ten working heifers,
4 car horfes, and ten milch cows; there would
alfo be 100 acres of 1000, in tillage, ten of
which under turnips every year, and fifty acres
of hay mown ; an inftance out of thoufands how
little attention in Ireland is paid to providing
a2 due quantity of winter food.

Mr. William Harden, thirty-two years ago,
fold wool at 6s, 6d. a ftone; it rofe gradually for
ten years to 10s. 6d. and did not get up to 15s.
till about fouryears ago; but the price was very
flutuating, rifing and falling fuddenly without
any evident reafon ; the weight of the fleeces
have not increafed in thirty years, but the
number of fheep is greater; turnips were com-
monly fown at that time. In black cattle
however, there has been a great improvement,
being much larger than formerly. Calves have
rifen in price as, much as wool, fuch as now
coft 45s. might, thirty years ago, have been
had at 20s. Mr. Harden’s father bought a

two-year old bullock for gs. of a man now
alive. }

In tillage, bullocks and heifers are generally
ufed, four in a plough, and they do not quite
half an acre a day. Three ploughs will do an
acre; they ftir five inches deep. The price
6s. Paring and burning take from twelve to

1 forty
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forty men per acre, according to the drynefs
of the feafon.

Labour is done by cottars, who have a cab-
bin and a garden of ong acre, if only one man
in family, but if the fon is grown, two acres.
The cabbin and one acre is reckoned at zos.
alfo two collops, at 20s, each, .which are ge-
nerally cows. All this he works out at five
pence a day, all extra labour fix-pence half-
penny a day, and eight pence in harveft. They
all have from one to three pigs, and much
poultry. Their food is potatoes for at leaft
cleven months of the year, and one month of
oat, barley or bere bread.

Expences and receipt of a cottar family.

Cabbin, and one acre rent - - 1 0 o
Two cows 5 A, a ”“ 2 a o
One ftone of broken wool - - o0 14 0
Weaving it - - = - o 3 0
Weaving their linen - - 2o TRODE RS
Hearth money =~ - - - o 2 o
Tools - - T 5 o k-
Tythe of one acre = & - o 5 o0
Hire of half an acre potatoes - i )
£.8 o0 o
A} ; ——r——
Recespt.
Two Pigs - - ;o= 2 o
On an average of years the two cows will yield

three calves in two years - - 2 O O

Poultry
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Brought over - - £.4 o o
Poultry - - - - ‘0I5 0O
Hire——365 days
52 fundays
1§ holydays
20 bad weather
48 ficknefs and their own work

X3S moTeTy
230 at 5d, - - 416 o
9 Il ©
Expences - - - - 8 oo
Remains for unfpecified articles - £ I 11 O

L4

It is a general remark, that induftrious
and attentive men will earn sl. in the year.
The cireumftances of the poor are much bet-
ter than they were twenty years ago, for their
land and cabbins are not charged to them &y
gentlemen higher than they were 30 years ago,
while all they fell bears double the price.

Potatoes are rather more cultivated and
caten than twenty years ago, and are managed
better. - The poor in this neighbourhood . are
by no means to be accufed of a general fpirit
of thieving. It arifes from holding them in
too much contempt, or from the improper
treatment of their fuperiors. No white boys
have ever arifen in thefe baronies, nor any
riots that laft longer than a drunken bout at

3 ; a fair:
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a fair : nothing that has obftructed the exe-
cution of juftice.

There is no objetion to cutting off the cot-
tars from a farm, and making them tenants
to the landlord, upon the fcore of difficulty in
letting a farm without cottars upon 1it, provid-
ed they were kept perfectly diftinét by a good
fence. Nor is there any doubt but out of
them a race of little farmers might be gra-
dually formed.

Land at improved rents fells at 20 years
purchafe. Rents are doubled in 20 years ;
they are not fallen fince 1772. Leafes are
ufually for three lives, or thirty-one years.

The intereft of money has certainly rifen,
and the year’s purchafe of land fallen ‘ﬁ{twen-
ty years; yet in the fame period it is un-
doubted that the kingdom has improved
greatly, which has the appearance of a con-
tradition.  Buildings have very much in-
creafed in all the towns, and in a ftile far fu-
pesior to former periods.

Tythes are very rarely taken in kind. ~ Bere
and wheat pay 6s. an acre. Barley and oats,
3s. Potatoes, 6s. They are generally let to
prottors, who are fevere to the poor, and very
indulgent to gentlemen. The rigour, however,
does not extend beyond thofe prices.

The
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The bounty on the inland carriage of corn
has occafioned the_building fome mills, which
united with the turnip hufbandry, and the
vaft increafe of whifky have altogether much
increafed tillage.

Prices not in the tables.

- Labour of a woman or boy in harveft, 4d.

Mowing grafs, 2s. 4d. to 2s. 6d. Hire of 2
car, a day, 1s. 3d. to 15. 8d. Building a cab-
bin of ftone and flate, 25l \Vahmg the
mafon’s perch, 4s. Lime, per barrel, feven-
pence halfpenny ; at Nenagh, 1s. Culm, per
barrel, 3s. one burns nine of lime, in fome
places only fix.

Quarrying the ftones —— o o 0%

Breaking and burning e SO0

Culm o 0 4
L.0,0, 7%

Oak timber, sos.to 3l. a ton. Fir, 40s.

Wild fowl. Wild ducks, ‘1s. 6d. a cou-
ple. « Teal, gd. ditto. =Widgeon, 6d. ditto.
Rabbits, - 8d: ditro. Trout slb. for 1s. Sal-
mon, 2d: perlb.. Frefh water fith.in general,
23d. a lb.  Oyfters, 2s. per 120.

The- Shannon adds not a little to the con-
venience..and - agreeablenels of 'a refidence fo
near
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near it. Befides affording thefe forts of wild
fowl, the quantity and fize of its fith are
amazing. Pikes fwarm in it, and rife in weight
to solb. In the little flat fpaces on its banks
are fmall but deep lochs, which are covered in
winter and in floods ; when the river with-
draws, it leaves plenty of fifh in tifem, which
are caught to put into ftews. Mr. Holmes
has a fmall one before his door at Johnftown,
with a little {tream which feedsit ; a trowling
rod here gets you a bite in. a moment, of a
pike from 20 to 4olb. I eat of one of 271b.
1o taken; I had alfo the pleafure of fecing a
filherman bringing three trouts, weighing
141b. and fell them for fix-pence halfpenny. a
piece. A couple of boats lying at anchor,
with lines extended from one to the other, and
hooks in plenty from them, have been known
to catch an incredible quantity of trout. Co-
lonel - Prittie, in one morning, caught four
ftone, odd pounds, thirty-two trouts: in ge-
neral they rife from 3 to glb. Perch fwarm ;
they appeared in the Shannon for the firft time
about ten years ago, in fuch plenty that the
poor lived on them. Bream of 6lb. Eels
very plentiful. < There are many gillaroos’ in
the river, one of 121b. weight was fent to Mr.
Jenkinfon. Upon the whole, 'thefe circum-
ftances, with the pleafure of fhocting. and
boating on the river, added to ‘the glorious
view 1t yields, and which is enough at any
time to chear the mind, render this neighbour-
hood one of the moft enviable fituations to
live in that I have feen in Ireland. The fac;:‘
o
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of the country gives every circumftance of
beauty. From Killodeernan-hill, behind the
new houfe building by Mr. Holmes, the whole
is feen to great advantage. The {preading
part of the Shannon, called Loch Derg, 1s
commanded diftinétly for many miles ; it is
in two grand divifions of great variety. That
to the north is a reach of five miles leading to
Portumna. The whole hither fhore a fcenery
of hills, checkered by inclofures and little
woods, and retiring from the eye into a rich
diftant profpect. The woods' of Doras, be-
longing to Lord Clanrickard, form a part of
the oppofite thore, and the river itfelf prefents
an ifland of ‘120 acres. Inclining to the left,
a vale of rough ground, with an old caftle
in it, is backed by a.bold hill, which inter-
cepts the river there, and then the great reach
of 15 miles, thebay of Sheriff, fpreads to the
eye, with a magnificence not:a little added to
by the boundary, a fharp outline of the county
of ‘clare mountains, between which and the
Dubarrow bills, the Shannon finds its way.
Thefe hills lead the eye ftill more to the left,
till zbe Keeper meets it, prefenting a very beau-
tiful outline that finks into other ranges of
hill, -uniting with #be Devil’s Bit. The home
fcenery of the grounds, woods, hills, and
lake of Johnftown, is beautiful.

Mr. Holmes has praticed agriculture upon
an extenfive ‘fcale, and not without making
fome remarks, which muft be of ufe to others.

He
£
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He has not for five or fix years paft been
without a fmall field of Scotch cabbages. The
feed he fows both in March and autumn for
ufe at different feafons; the rows he plants
three feet afunder, and two feet from cabbage
to cabbage. He has ufed them for fat fheep
and fat cattle, but principally for weaned
calves : they have anfwered perfectly well in all,
but remarkably fo with the calves, of which
Mr. Holmes has had the beft in the country,
and fingly from being thus fed. His people
were all of opinion, that a good acre of cab-
bages will go as far as two acres of turnips,
worth each 31. Two years ago a violent froft
ftopped the ufe of turnips, and he then found
the benefit of them prodigioufly great. He
has always manured for them with dung or
marle, the former beft.

Rarpe CaKke,

Mr. Holmes has ufed as a manure, with
great fuccefs : in 1775, he drefled two acres
of worn out meadow, with a ton and an half
an acre, at 2l. 2s, per ton; and in 1776, he
laid on feven tons, at 1z per acre; the firft
trial was made too late, and a dry feafon com-
ing, the effect was not great. The laft year it
was laid on the fifth of April, when the effett
was remarkably great: it threw up a moft
luxuriant crop of the fineft herbage, infomuch
that he is convinced nothing can anfwer better,
and is determined to extend the practice con-

ﬁderably. He has tried it on low, wet, and
S
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on upland, and the effect infinitely greater on
the latter. In the fame field, Mr. Holmes
fed 150 fheep fome months, on the produce of
feven acres of turnips, going over nine acres of
grafs; the benefit to the latter did not near
equal that of the rape, except in the deftruc-
tion of mofs, which was deftroyed by both
methods. '

CLoéoveR.

Mr. Holmes has ufed this grafs thefe fix
years ; he began with fix acres, and has ex-
tended it as far as feventeen acres laft year:
he fows 241b. of feed per acre. The crops as
good as he has feen in England ; has mown it
twice, but now feeds the {fecond growth. He
has tried it on dry lime-ftone hills, which are
flow in coming to grafs, but anfwer well in
clover. For his fheep he finds it of great ufe.
Ewes lamb here about the 17th of March, and
when turnips are done, want the clover very
much: alfo in keeping fat fheep for a late
markct.h Courfe of crops,

1. Turnips on old turf, two ploughings and
a flight burning. 2. Turnips. 3. Barley, yield-
ing 18 barrels. 4.Clover. 5.Clover. 6. Wheat,
yielding 8 barrels. 7. Oats, ditto 15 Alfo,

1. Manure a ftubble for cabbages. 2. Po-
tatoes. 3. Barley, 20 barrels. 4. Clover.
5. Clover, 6. Wheat. 7. Oats.

Vo, IL. Q. October
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O&ober 3d, taking my leave of Johnftown
and its agreeable and hofpitable family, I took
the road towards Derry, the feat of Michael
Head, Efq; through a country much of it bor-
dering on the Shannon, and commanding
many fine views of that river; but its naked-
nefs, except at particular places, takes off much
from the beauty of the fcenery. Near to Derry
there’are fome finer views. From one hill, the
road commands the bay of Skeriff, Loch Derg,
back to Johnftown ; and the river turning un-
der the hills of Achnis, a promontory of wood,
which feparates them, is fully feen: there are
alfo many hedges, fo well grown with fcatter-
ed trees on the higher fide as to have a pleafing
effect. - Ifound Mr. Head, on my arrival, juft
going to dine with a neighbour, Mr. Parker,
whofe father had worked a very fine mountain
improvement, and who would .probably be
there : this was a fufficient inducement, had
there been no other, for me to accompany
him. I found Mr. Parker’s houfe fo near the
river, as fometimes to be wafhed by it.. The
improveraent I had heard of is a hill of above
40 acres, which was covered with ling, furze,
&c. and not worth 6d. an acre thirty-two
years ago when the work was begun. He
grubbed, ploughed it, and fowed oats, and
marled the ftubble from the Shannon; the
marle, from the fteepnefs of the hill, being
carried on the backs of oxen. Upon this.he
took a crop of wheat, and another of oats;
both exceedingly fine, and with the latter fow-
ed the feeds for the grafs, which till remains,

: an
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and has been improving ever fince; it is now
worth gos. an acre, and a very pleafing object
to the cye, efpecially fince Mr. Parker, junior,
has added to the finenefs of the verdure and .
herbage by feeding it with many fheep.

In the fame converfation I alfo learned a few
particulars of a bog of twelve acres part of one
of 150, improved by Mr. Minchin, near Ne-
nagh. The firft operation was to cut main
drains fix feet deep, and crofs ones of 18 inches
or two feet, and as foon as it was a little firm,
covered it with lime-ftone gravel three inches
thick, before the bog would bear a car ; but did
it by beginning at the edge, and advancing on
the part gravelled. Part was tilled, and part
left for grals without ploughing: the meadow
thus formed has been exceedingly fine. One
uncommon circumftance was, his having paved
the bottom of the drains with gravel, in order
to prevent cattle from being bogged in them.
The expenfe of the whole improvement 8l. an
acre. The profit immentfe.

It is to Mr. Head’s attention that I am in-
debted for the following particulars concern-
ing the barony of Owna and Arra. The foil
is a light gravelly loam, ona flaty rock, which
is almoft general through the whole. The
rent on an average 1gs. for profitable land,
and 1s. for mountain ; and as there is about
half and half; the whole will be 8s. The rife
of rent, in twenty years is about double. Eftates
are generally large, fcarce any fo low as_5 or

Q.2 6oal.
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6ool. ayear. Farms are all fmall, none above
3 or 4c0 acres: rhany are taken im partner-
thip, three, four, or five families to roo acres.
TFhey divide the land among themfelves, each
man taking according to his capital. The
terms rundale and changedale unknown, as is
the latter praétice. There are no farms with-
out buildings upon them. Laying out money
in building better houfes would pay no intereft
at all, as they are perfeltly fatisfied with their
mud cabbins. Courfes of crops on reclaimed
nountain,

r. Marle for oats. 2, Bere. 3. Bere.
4. Wheat. 5. Oats, or Englith barley.
6.Oats. 7.0ats. 8.0Oats. g.Oats. 10, Oats.
'Fhe number of thefe crops of oats proportion-
ed to the quantity of marle laid on; but the
rule is to take as.long as the land will yield,
and then leave it to' recover itfelf by weeds.
Another courfe '

1. Potatoes in drifls on an exhaafted ftubble.
2. Bere. 3.0ats. 4.0Oats. 5.Oats. 6.Oats,
and fo on-till none will be got.

The quantity of wheat'is very little; for that
little they fow a barrel .an acre, and get 8 bar-
rels; wiedium price,. red. to r3d. a ftone. Of
bere they fow a barrel; and get 15. Of oats
fow two barrels, the produce 8-to 15, accord-’
ing to being early orlate in the courfe. Price
of bere, fix-pence to feven-pence halfpenny:
Quts, - four-pence to fix-penuce per ftone. 1?0

' peale,
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peafe, beans, clover, or turnips ; but they have
little patches of flax for their own confump-
tion. Potatoes they very generally cultivate
in drills; they plough the ftubble twice or
thrice, and then open trenches with the plough
three feet afunder; in which they put fome
dung, lay the fets on it, and cover them with
the plough if they have horfes, or if not with
fhovels. They keep them clean by conftant
earthing up with ploughs or fhovels. They
dig them out, the produce thirty-five barrels
per acre. They find that nothing is fo good
and clean as fallow for corn. Some poor
people hire grafs land for them in the lazy
bed way, paying 3l. to sl 1os. peracre.

The only manure ufed befides dung is the
fhelly marle, dredged up from the bottom of
the Shannon. Mr. Head’s grandfather was
the firft who introduced that method of getting
at it by bringing men from Dublin ufed to
raifing ballaft, It proved fo profitable, that
the ufe has much increafed fince. It liesirre-
gularly in banks, from 100 to 200 yards from
the fhore, and under 10 or 12 feet of water in
fummer which is the only time they can get it.
The price of raifing it is from 1s. to 2s. ac-
cording to circumftances, befides finding boat,
ropes, and all tackle; a boat contains 6o
bufhels, and requires 5 men. They land it on
a quay,, from whence it is taken in fledge
carts to fome- diftance for drying, nor is it dry
enough for carting away till the year follow-
ing. Some think it worth carrying one mile,

and



246 D EiRY Rt Y

and even two. ‘'The common people do not lay
on more than four or five boat loads to an acre,
but Mr. Head always ten, and the whole expenfe
he calculates at 40s. Much bad land has been
reclaimed by it, and to great profit. All their
dung is ufed for potatoes.

The tillage of the common people is dane
with horfes, four in a plough, which do half
an acre a day: gentlemen ufe four oxen. ‘The
price 8s. an acre. No paring and burning.

They fhut up their meadows for hay in
March or April, and rarely begin to mow till
September. I fhould remark, that I faw the
hay making or marring all the way (October
3d) from Johnftown hither, with many fields
covered with water, and the cocks forming
little iflands in them. ‘They are generally two
months making it; the crop one to onpe ton
and a half per acre, : '

There is no regular fyftem of cattle in this
barony, there not being above four or five gra-
ziers; but gentlemen, 1n their domains, have
all the different fyftems. The common far-
mers keep a few of moft forts of cattle, except
fat ones. No large flocks of theep, but every
farmer a few breeding ewes. The fleeces four
to a ftone, They fell either lambs, hoggits,
or two or three year olds; the price of a two-
year old ewe 10s. they have no winter food but
grafs, even the gentlemen have their fat mut-
ton all winter from the low grafs lands on the

Shannon,
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Shannon, without either hay or turnips. The
marled land has a remarkable {pring of grafs
in the winter ; the rot is very little known.
All keep pigs, which are much increafed of
late ; their pork 32s. a cwt. laft year at Lime-
rick ; Mr. Head has known it fo low as 14s.
No proportion between cows and pigs.

In hiring and ftocking farms, many will
take them in partnerfhip with no other capital
than a little ftock of cattle. Difficult to fix
the number of years purchafe at which land
fells, None has been fold in this barony in
Mr. Head’s memory. Leafes to proteftants
three lives. ;

The common mode of labour is that of cot-
tars, they have a cabbin and an acre for 30s.
and 30s. ‘the grafs of a cow, reckoning with
them at five pence aday the year round ; other
labour vibrates from four pence to fixpence.
A cottar with a middling family will have two
cows ; there is not one without a cow. All
of them keep as many pigs as they can rear,
and fome poultry. Their circumftances are
rather better than 20 years ago.

A cottar's expences,

Rent of, a cabbin and an acre - 110 ©
Two cows - - 30 04
Hay for ditto, one ton - - 115 o
Tythe - - - - o 4 ©
Hearth money - - - o0 2 0

Carried over £.611 o
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Brought over £.611 ©

One ftone of wool a year for the man, one for
the woman, and two ftones for three chil-
dren; this is what they ought to have, but
the fa& does not exceed two ftone, one at
17s. and one at 8s. - p

H
Tools - - - (o}
Turf, whetherbought or in their own Jabour 1
Flax feed, five or fix pottles, 3t 8d, 2 o
Breaking and fcutching, eight ﬁonc, at 1o0d. o
Heckling ditto, at rod. : i o
Weaving 336 bandles, at 1s. Id. afcore = o

"
(=3

AW Owitn
QR AND OO

N. B. After heckling 56lb. flax, the reft is tow, which

they fpin for bags, &c.

Two pair of brogues, gs. 9d. and four pair foles,

1s. 10d. each, 7s. 4d. - - 017 %
A pair of women’s fhoes, 3s. 3d.and a pair of _

foles, 18. §d. - = 0 4 8
A boy of fourteen, two pair, at 25. 2d. folcs,

15, 1d. - - - 0.3 3
A bat, 2. 8d, the boy one, 15.6d. - - 0 4 2

£.12 3 6
His receipt,
Dedut from 365 days
Sundays 52 Bacs
Holiday f
Bad weather 10
Own work 48
— 11X

Remain at 5d. | 254 5 510

The.
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Brought over - - 5 .5 10

The boy of twelve or fourteen, three-pence
halfpermy a day - -

- 3I4 1
Two pigs, one eat, the other fold for - o015 ©
Two calves, one 20s. one 108, - 1o o
‘\ S————

L1t 4 11

ey

N. B. Chickens and ducks pay for falt, foap and candles,
and they cat the geefe,

When my informant, who was a poor man,
had finithed, I demanded how the 20s. defici-
ency, with whifky, and the prieft, were to be
paid; the anfwer was, that be muft not eat his
geefe and pig, or elfe not drefs fo well, which pro-
bably is the cafe. Their acre of garden feeds
them the year through; nine months on po-
tatoes, and the other three on oaten bread,
from their own oats. The confumption of
potatoes not increafed in twenty years. A fa-
mily of five perfons will eat and wafte forty-two
{tone of potatoes in a wegk. They are not ad-
di¢ted in any remarkable degree to thieving.
The cottars of a farm might eafily be taken
from it, and yet the farm let without difficul-
ty, for the tenant would foon have others;

but it is queftioned whether they could eafily
be made farmers of.

Dancing is very general among the poer
people, almoft univerfal in every cabbin.
Dancing-mafters of their own rank travel
through the country front cabbin to cabbin,
with a piper or blind fidler ; and the pay is fix-
pence a quarter. It is an abfolute fyftem of

education,
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education. Weddings are always celebrated
with much dancing; and a Sunday rarely
paflfes without a dance; there are very few
among them who will not, after a hard day’s
work, gladly walk feven miles to have a dance.
Sobn is not fo lively, but then.a hard day’s
work with him is certainly a different affair
from what it is with Paddy. Other branches
of education are likewife much attended to,
every child of the pooreft family learning to
read, write, and caft accounts.

There is a very ancient cuftom here, for a
number of country neighbours among the
poor. people, to fix upon fome young woman
that ought, as they think, to be marned ; they
alfo agree upon a young fellow as- a proper
hufband for her; this determined, they fend
to the fair one's cabbin to inform her, that on
the Sunday following fhe is to be horfed, that is
carried on men’s backs. She muft then pro-
vide whifky and cyder for a treat, as all will
pay her a vifit after mafs for a hurling match,
As foon as fhe is borfed, the hurling begins,
in which the young fellow appointed for her
hufband, hasthe eyes of all the company fixed
on him ; if hecomes off conqueror, he is cer-
tainly married to the girl, but if another is vic-
torious, he as certainly lofes her, for fhe is
the prize of the vi€tor. Thefe trials are not
always finifhed in one Sunday, they take fome-
times two or three, and the common expreffi-
on when they are over is, that fucha girl was
goald. Sometimes onc barony hurls againft

3 . another,
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another, but a marriageable girl is always the
prize. Hurling is a fort of cricket, but inftead
of throwing the ball in order to knock down
a wicket, the aim is to pafs it through a bent
ftick, the ends ftuck in the ground. In thefe.
matches they perform fuch feats of activity, as
ought to evidence the food they live on to be
far from deficient in nourifhment.

Tythes—Potatoes, 5s. Wheat, barley, bere,
ss. Oats, 2s. 6d. Meadow, 2s. They are
in the management of prottors, but the great-
eft hardfhip attending them, is the poor man
paying for his garden, while the rich grazier
pays nothing, owing to the famous vote of the
houfe of commons. :

There 1s only one flour mill in the barony,
and the increafe of tillage is very trifling, but
the whifky fhlls at Killaloe, trebled in five or
fix years. : ? »‘

Prices not in the tables.

Wild ducks, 1s.acouple. Teal, 6d. Plo- .
ver, 2d. Salmon, three halfpence to 3d. per
Ib. Large pike, 2s. 6d. each. Trout, of
twelve inches long, 1d. each. Eels, 1s. a do-
zen. Eggs, ten a pennyin fummer, three in
winter. Women’s labour in harveft, 3d in
winter, 2d. Maid’s wages, 1l. 10s. Alad’s,
1l. 8s.. Mowing, per acre, gs. 4d. Women
earn by {pinning,-3d. Hire of a car, with
man and horfe, 1s. 6d. Threfhing wheat,

: per
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per barrel, 6d. Bere, 4d4. Oats, two pence
halfpenny. Barley, 3d.

Buirpine.

A mud cabbin, 41.
Ditto of ftone and flate, 20l.

A dry wall, five feet high, building - o 1 3
Labour coping - - - o0 0 6
Dathing - - - - © 0 2
Lime, two barrels - - -0 1.4
Sand - - - - 0 0 2

& & = gl O T

Befids carting the ftones, the mafon’s perch of houfe wall.
ing, 1s.6d.

All materials laid at the fpot.

Oak bark, 8l. to gl. a ton.

Cars are made by hatchet men, at 6d. 2 day.

Timber and labour of one - « ©010 ®
ron - = - - 10 O
] L tziomo

In the hills above Derry are fome very fine
flate quarries, that employ 6o men. 'The
quarrymen are paid 3s. a thoufand for the
flates, and the labourers 5d. aday. They are
very fine, and fent by the Shannon to diftant
parts of the kingdom ; the price at the quarry
6s. athoufand, and at the thore 6s. 8d. 400,000
{lates are raifed to ,pa} the rent only, from
which fome eftimate may be made of the

quantity.
"Mr.
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Mr. Head has made forne confiderable im-
provements of wafte or rough land by means
of marle. His firft was a field of 14 acres
ten years ago ; the foil light, as before defcribed
of  the country in general ; the fpontaneous
growth, furze and ferns, worth ss. an acre.
He cleared it from ftones, which were ufed
for building; the expence fmall, marled it,
and fowed five crops of corn, and with the
laft of them' hay feeds: it became a mea-
dowin two years, and is now worth 30s. an
acre. 'Thenextwasa field of eight acres, the
fame foil ; he broke it up for potatoes, then
took one crop of corn, marled 1t on the ftub-
ble, and fowed five crops of corn, laying down
with the fifth. Worth 8s. an acre before,
now 30s. Five acres and an half were alfo
done, marled on the furface, the effett liitle 5
it was therefore ploughed up in four or five
years ; yielded two crops of good turnips, two
of Englifh barley, and then laid down. It is
now worth 3os. an acre.

The next attempt was upon 16 acres, not
worth 2s. 6d. an acre, over-run with furze,
fern and heath, with fo many ftones that clear-
ing them away coft 10s. an acre. Ploughed
and burnt it, and took two crops af turnips,
then twoof oats. Left it to itfelf {or five or
fix years, and then marled it, fince it has
yielded four crops of corn, and is riow worth
il. 2s. gd. an acre.

The
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The laft improvement is afield of 11 acres,
which has been lately marled.

Mr. Head has 400 fheep, and they confift of
100 breeding ewes.—1o00 lambs.—84 hoggits.
—~0 three-year old wethers and culled ewes,
fat.—46 two year old wethers. He fells an-
nually 4

Fifty fat wethers — — §7 o o

Fifty culled ewes, at 18s. - 45.0 0O

Four-hundred fleeces, 133 {tone, at 18s. 119 14 ©
L.221 14 o

Mr. Head has a practice in his fences which
- deferves ‘univerfal imitation: it is -planting
trees for gate-pofts. Stone piers are expen-
five and always tumbling down ; trees are
beautiful, and never want repairing.  Within
15 years this gentleman has improved Derry
fo much, that thofe who had only feen it before,
would find it almofta new creation. He has
built a handfome ftone-houfe, on the flope of
a hill rifing from the Shannon, and backed by
fome fine woods, which unite with many old
hedges well planted to form a woodland fcene,
beautiful in the contraft to the bright expanfe
of the noble river below: the declivity,” on
which thefe woods are, finithes in.a moun-
tain, which rifes above the whole. The Shannon
gives a bend around the adjoining lands, fo as
to be feen from the houfe both to the weft and
north, the lawn falling gradually to a margin

3 . of
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of wood on the fhore, which varies the out-
line. The river is two miles broad, and on
the oppofite fhore cultivated inclofures rife in
fome places almoft to the mountain top, which
is very bold. ;

It is a very fingular demeine ; a ftripe of
very beautiful ground, reaching two miles
along the banks of the river, which forms his
fence on one fide, with a wall on the other.
There i1s fo much wood as to render it very.
pleafing, adding to every day by planting all
the fences made or repaired. From {feveral
little hills, which rife in different parts of it,
extenfive views of the river are commanded
quite to Portumna ; but thefe are much
eclipfed by that from the top of the hill above
the flate quarry. From thence you fee the ri-
ver for at leaft 40 miles, from Portumna to
20 miles beyond Limerick. It has the ap-
pearance of a fine bafon, two miles over, into
which three great rivers lead, being the north
and fouth courfe and the bay of Skeriff. The
reaches of it one beyond another to Portumna -
are fine. At the foot of the mountain Mr.
Head’s demefne extends in a fhore of rich
woodland.

Oc¢tober 7th, took my leave of Mr. Head,
after pafling four days very agreeably,
Through Killaloe, over the Shannon, a very
long bridge of many arches ; went out of the
road to fee a fall of that river at Caftle Con-
nel, where there is fuch an accompanymen;

o
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of wood as to form a very pleafing feenery 3
the river takes a very rapid rocky courfe, around
a projecting rock, on which a gentleman has
built 2 fummer-houfe, and formed a terrace : it
is a ftriking fpot. To Limerick. Laid at Ben
nis’s, the firft inn we had flept in from Dublin.
God preferve us this journey from another !

The. 8th, leaving that place, I took the
road through Palace to Cullen. The firft fix
or feven miles from Limerick has a great deal
of corn, which fhews that tillage is gaining
even upon bullocks themfelves. I obferved
with much pleafure, that all the cottars had
their little gardens furrounded with banks well
planted with ofiers. To the Rev. Mr. Lloyd’s,
at Caftle Lloyd, near Cullen, a gentleman whol
found as able and willing as he had been repre-
fented, to give me the intelligence I withed rela-
tive to the grazing grounds around him.—~The
following particulars, which I owe to him, con-
cern more immediately the barony of Clanwil-
liam in Tipperary ; the fame in Limerick, Small
County, and the part of Coonagh next Clan-
william. In thefé parts the foil and manage-
ment are much the fame: that of Oonabeg
nearly, but not quite equal.

The foil is a loam of a yclowifh brown,
friable, but pufrid and mixed with a {mall
quantity of gnt ftones upon a lime-ftone rock,
at the dept of two, three, and four fect ;
much of 1t is very dry, but the richeft has

what is here called a fender moiff ffin, which
1 yields
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yields fo much to the tread of beafts that it
breaks under them : the richer and the more
improved it is, the more fo. Itis a great error
to affert, that it would not do for tillage, for
‘there is none better for the purpofe if properly
managed.

The average rent of the rich parts of this
tract is 3o0s. an acre. In Coonagh there are
19,313 acres, half of it not worth gs. an acre,
being mountainous. In the laft twenty years,
the rents of the rich lands have rifen about a
fourth, and two-thirds fince the year 1748.

Average of the county of Tipperary, 12s. 6d.
Ditto of Limerick, 10s. 6d. Ditto of Corke, gs.

Eftates are generally very large, but fome fo
low as 300l. a year. Farms arife from {mall
ones in partnerfhip to 5 or 6ooo acres. The
tillage acts have had the effect of leflening
them evidently. The great fyftem of this dif-
trict is that of grazing. Bullocks are bought in
at the fairs of Ballinafloe, Newport, Banagher,
Toomavarra, &c. in the months of September,
October, and November, the prices from sl.
to 8l. average, 6l. Twenty years ago bealts
were bought at 4o0s. which now could not be
got under 4. The prices having doubled,
allowing at the fame time for -the improved
fize of beafts. As foon as bought, they are
turned into the coarfeft ground of the farm ;
the fattening ftock being put into the after-
grafs, the lean ones are turned after them ; if

Vor. 1I. R the
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the farmer has a traét of mountain, they will
be turned into that at firft. They are put to
hay after Chriftmas, and kept at it till May.
An acre of hay for three bullocks is reckoned
4 good allowance, the quantity will: be from
three to four tons. It is given fcattered upon
the ground in dry fields, till the latter end of
April, or the beginning of May, when they
are collefted into a fmall fpace, .in order for
the grafs elfewhere to grow. About the 10th
of May they are put to grafs for the fummer ;
and in this, the method is to turn into every
field the ftock which they imagine will be
maintained by it, and leave the whole there
till fat. The Corke butchers come in July
and Auguft to make their bargains, and begin
todraw in September, and continue to take
them till Deceinber. Some graziers keep
them with hay till the market rifes, but it is
not a common practice, It is thought that
they begin to lofe flefh about the 20th of No-
vember, and that after the firft nothing is
gained. Average felling price, gl. 10s. It
vibrates from 81. to 11l. 10s:

Annexed to this bullock fyftem is that of
buying in bull calves, fix months old, in
September and Oc¢tober, from 20s. to 4os.
each, fome to 3l. thefe are fed in well fhelter-
ed prights with grafs and hay, and fold in
May and June with 20s. profit upon an ave-
rage. One acre of hay will yicld enough for
nine calves ; the proportion is, to buy a calf
to every acre. :
: . Upon
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Upon other parts of the farm, where calves
are not fed in this manner, fheep are fubfti-
tated. Much land is hired here by Tipperary
farmers, who bring their fheep to it; and
where this is fiot the cafe, the Limerick tarmers
have both coarf¢ and rich land which enables
them to go into fheép. Tlhey keep ftocks of
breeding ewes. If a man has 100 ewes, he
will have 100 lambs, 100 yearlings, 100 two-
year olds, 100 three-year olds, felling every
year 5o three-year old fat wethers, and so
culled ewes, viz.

56 wethers, at 25s; o e 62 10 o
50 culled ewes, fat, at23s. —_— 5710 O
400 fleeces, 133 ftonkt of wodl, at 15s. 99 1§ ©
500 Total flack £-219 15 o

If a man has only rich land in thofe ba-
ronies, without any in Tipperary, then he
keeps only bullocks regularly ; bat he buys in
fome hoggit {heep, which he keeps a year, and
fells fat. The Tipperary {yftem is fuppofed
to be the moft profitable, for they have given
more for the Limerick lands than the Limerick
people themfelves. Béfides thefe methods,
there is another which is buying in cows in
March, April, May, and June, at 3l to 6l
each, and felling them fat with 4os. profit.
This is very profitable, but fubject to difficul-
ties, for they are troublefome to pick up, and
much fubject to diftempers.

) S5 TR, Calcnlation



260 CASTLE LLOYD.

Calculation of the profit of grazing bullocks.

One bullock beught in at - -

60 o

Rent of one acreand one-third - 2 0 O

County cefs, at gd. - - o 1 o
Mowing, making, carting, and ftackinghay o 3 o~
Herd{man, at 12}, a year - - o 2 o

Loffes on ftock, ¥ per cent. - - o o 6

86 6

Intereft: of 81. at 6 per cent. - - ©c 9 7

£.816 1

Probpuce.

Sale of a bullock - - 9 o ©

Value of the after-grafs of one-thirdofanacre ¢ 3" 4

9 3 4

Expences - - = 816 1
Profit on one acre and one-third » o 7—.-

Which is per acre - < Lo 5.6

———— .

This profit is, I think, very low, fo low that
nothing but the eafe with which grazing bul-

locks is carried on, could induce a man to be
fatisfied with it.

The fize to which oxen 1
rich land is s:cwt. twent
4: cwt. the additional

10w come upon this
y years ago it was
2 CwWt. Is owing not

i to
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to any improvement in the land, or ma-
nagement, but of the breed.

Particulars of a grazing farm at Cullen.

120 acres in all. 110 bullocks. 40 lambs.
4 cows. 7 acresof meadow. 1: acre, herdf-
man’s gacmen. 2 acres of orchard. 2461 rent, |
Or 41S. per acre.

The number of fheep kept in this neigh-
bourhood has decreafed, owing to the divifion
into fmaller farms. The winter food for them
in the rich tracts is grafs, except in {fnows,
when they turn them to their hay ftacks,
they are very little troubled with the rot. The
rife_ in the price of wool, 5s. a ftone in 30
years.

There are but few dairies; the little far-
mers have the chief. The breed of the cows is
generally half Englfh, half Irifh. They are
kept on the pooreft grounds, 1z acre, or 13,
keeps a cow the year round ; the ufual pro-
duce is 1 cwt. of butter, and 2o0s. horn mo-
ney, or 3l. in all ; the winter food hay, i of
an acre to each.. ‘The calf is always reared ;
valued when it drops at 2s. 6d. or 3s. the me-
dium price of a cow, sl.  There have been
many Englifh bulls introduced for improving
the cattle of the country, at a confiderable
expence, and great exertions in the breed of
fheep; fome perfons, Mr. Dexter chiefly,
have brought Englifh rams, which they let out

. at
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at feventecen guineas a feafon, and alfo at
10s. 6d. a ewe, which indicates a fpirited ‘at-
tention. g '

Hogs all the way from Limerick are of a
very good breed, far fuperior to the common
Irith, and the number greatly increafed.

Refpecting tillage, the chief is done by lit-
tle farmers, for the graziers apply themfelves
folely to cattle. It is entirely ‘conneéted with
breaking up grafs for patatoes——the quantity
{mall. 75 35 oyt

1. Grafs potatoes. 2. Potatoes. 3. Bere.
4. Oats. 5. Oats, and then leave it for grals
without fowing any feeds. With gentlemen
it is, ¥

1. Potatoes. 2. Ditto. 3. Wheat. 4. Oats,
or Englifh barley. 5. Oats, left fmooth to
grafs itfelf—Shame to them for being as bad
farmers as the Paddies ! =~ <~ .

The grafsis let for the potatoe crop to the
poor people,” who pay from sl. to fix guineas
an acre for it ; no-manure ufed; nine barrels
of feed at 20 flone, plant an acre; the ufual
feafon April and the beginning of May. In
planting, they dig the whole ground, except
the two firft fods, and when ‘they have got
feven or eight feet, form trenches in the com-
mon manner ;' they weed them carefully ;. the
produce about 120 barrels ‘per acre; price 2s.
: e fre to
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to 3s. 6d. a barrel ; they pay as much rent for
the fecond crop as ‘the firft, and it is as good,
though they don’t plant it, trufhng to the little
potatoes left in the ground and which they
fpread in digging ; but this is a moft flovenly
practice; if they were to plant the fecond
crop it would be better than the firft, provided
it is as good without it.

Expences of an acre.

Rent - - - - 6 o o
Nine barrels of feed at 3s. S- Fi Bqily 08
Planting, and digging, 16 men, at 8d. o 10 8
Planting, 12 children at 4d. - °o 4 0
Trenching, 12 men - - o 8 o
Cutting fets, eight women at 4d o 2 8
Second trenching, fixmen - °o 4 ©
=1 9 4
J 816 4
Digging out, twenty-fix men at 8d. - - 017 4
Picking, twelve women - - - o 4 O
Carrying home, two horfes F- = MFROTE G
Tythe * - - - - o1t ¢
10 118
Propuce.
One hundred and twenty, at 3s. - 18.0 ©
Expences - - - 1011 8
Profit - > L L7 8 4

Prime coft, 15, 23d. per bar{el.
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They do not plough the potatoe land for
bere at all, but trench it in with fpade and
fhovel, fow fix buthels an acre, and get 20
barrels, at 7s. on ap average. They then
plough once for oats, fow fix bufhels, and get
16 to 20 barrels, worth 4s. a barrel on a me-
dium, at 12 ftone. The fecond crop of cats .
is as good as the firft. In the gentleman’s
courfe the wheat is trenched in if the feafon is
wet, but ploughed in if it isdry; twenty ftone
of feed per acre, the product ten barrels, at
20 ftone, and the price 20s. Plough twice
for the Englifh barley; fow five of fix bufhels
per acre, and get 20 barrels, 17 ftone pex bar-
rel, at 8d. a ftone. No lime, marle, or lime-
ftone gravel ufed, nor clover, peafe, beans,
or turnips fown ; but enough flaxis fown by
every poor family for their own ufe ; and fome
fell 1t at fairs, after fcutching, at 4s.to 5s. a
ftone. ‘There: are many weavers about the
country, who make bandle cloth, and fome a
yard wide, for the poor people ; they live both
in towns and villages. All the women {pin
flax. - They fhut up their fields for hay the be-

-ginning of June, generally mow in September,
the crop three to four tons an acre, fometimes
fiveor ifl)x. It is fold ftanding for 40s. an acre.

Tillage is done with horfes, four in a plough,
and do half an acre a day, four or five inches
deep ; the price 7s. to 10s. In hiring and
ftocking they reckon that 31. an acre will do
for a grazing farm, but much lefs for tillage.
Leafes are for thirty-one yedrs or three lives.

Land
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Land fells at twenty years purchafe : there has
been a fall of rents from 1772, to the Ame-
rican war, but fince that time they have been
rifing. The religion all Roman catholic.

Much of the labour is done. by fervants,
hired into the houfe of little farmers that keep
dairies, &c. Much alfo by cottars, who have
a cabbin and an acre and a half of patatoe gar-
den, which are valued at three guineas; they
have alfo two cows, at gos. a cow. Three-
fourths of an acre under potatoes every year,
and the reft oats and flax ; they get about 120
barrels an acre, which crop, with the oats,
feed them the year through; they are much
more eaten than they were 20 years ago; two
barrels will laft a family a week as they are
ufually confumed. They all keep a pig, a dog,
two cats, and fome poultry ; their circumftan-
ces are better than they were twenty years ago;
their pig they fell, but they cat fome poultry,
particularly geefe. Some of them buy turf
for fuel, which cofts them fifteen fhillings:
but many depend on breaking and ftealing
hedge-wood ; they are much given to’ pil-
fering. :

Cottar’s account.

Cabbin and 1} acre - - -
Grafs of two Cows - -
Turf > - o

o

O« W
O oW

I

1%}

Carried over £-9 -3 '3
Tythe
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Brought over, -
Tythe - - T
Seed flax, four pottles ad-3 i)
20 Bandles of cloth for the man
20 - for the woman }
7 for three children

; weaving, at 3d.
N. B. Hackled, &c. by themfelves.
One ftone of wool for the whole family -

Weaving ditto - NG -

Shoes - o = ¥

Hats - - - o

Hearth money - - 2

Duties to the Prieft,
Two confeflions byttt opid 2 4
A chriftening - o1 b
Sundries - - 01 4
His Receipt,

Days 365 i

Sundays 52

Holydays 30

Bad weather 10
His own garden 20

——— 12

—

253 at 5d.

9 3
orr ©
o 3 4
o 3 0
017 @
0 Sip 4
010 Q
o L .0
o 2 0
o 5 o
Lo11 18 11
L1380

The
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Broughtover 5 5 5

The eldeft child, roor 12 years old, 2d. aday
fi?" 253 days ¥ - o i gl
Other earnings of the family - iy B hig e«
A pig, bought at 7s. fold at 47s. - 2 0 o
Poultry - - - o - 10 o
One Calf - - - - o % 0
Two cwt. of butter - A ot -4 4 0 0
1512 6
Expenges - - - - 1t 18 11

Remains for unfpecified demands, cafualties, &c. 3 13 7

Many of the poor here have no cows ; there
are cabbins on the road fide that have no land ;
the inhabitants of them are called fpalpecns,
who are paid for their labour in cafh, by the
month, &c. Some of them pay norent at all,
others 10s. a year ; and thefe are the people
who hire grafs land for- their potatoes; it is
certain that the cottars are much better off
than thefe fpalpeens, who can get but little
milk, buying it part of the fummer half year
only of the dairy farmers.

Tythes. Wheat, 8s, Bere, 7s. Barley, vs.
Oats, 4s. 6d. Potatoes, r1s. Meadow, 2s. 8d.

i }

Prices not in the tables.

Womens labour, reaping, 4d. Other work,
3d. Making hand turf, 6d. Farming man’s
wages, 3l. to 4l. Farming maid’s ditto, 1l.
12s. Mowing, per acre, 2s. 6d. to 3s. in

1745,
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1745, only 1s. 6d.  Ditching, od."a perch.
Double ones, 15. 6d. feven feet wide at top,
three and a half at bottom, and four deep, and
they will earn 8d. a day at it. . Hire of a car,
1s. 6d. a day. In 1745 it was 15. Price of a
car, 1l. 18s. 3d. Building a mud cabbin, 3l.
Stone and flate, 251, Mafon’s perch of ftone
walls for labour, gd. fix feet high complete,
16s.  Oak, 41 a ton; twenty years ago, 2l
Lime, 10:zd. a barrel, burnt with culm,
brought 25 miles. ;

Mr. Lloyd has worked a very great improve-
ment of a fhaking morafs, which when he be-
gan was worth only 5s. an acre. The firfk
bufinefs was banking it, from a river fubject
to floods, with a parallel back cut, to carryoff
the water that came over his bank.- He then
carried a central drain through it and a mile
beyond it, to gain afall. Next he fubdivided
it into fields, from 10 to 20 acres, by ditches
planted with quick. The Jand was over-run
with much underwood and fedgy tuflocks, &c.
thefe were all grubbed, cut up, and burnt;
after which cattle were put in, the improve-
ment being finifhed ; and it has grown better
and better ever fince, being now worth 3os. an
acre : fome of it is aCtually let at 38s. It was
a very expenfive undertaking, owing to the
ftream above him belonging to a neighbour,
who did not fecond his undertaking; he was
obliged to make along bank upon this account
only, partly over a turf bog, which was blown
up once, but made again wath great difficulty;

; fourteen
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fourteen fpits deep were cleared, and a foun-
dation of rammed clay laid : this coft 100al. it
has, however, ftood well fince. ¥

Lime Mr. Lloyd tried in a very fatisfactory
experiment ; he broke up one of the richhills
near Caftle Lloyd, and limed half a field ; af-
terwards upon laying the whole down, the
part limed has continued of a much deeper

green and more luxuriant herbage than the
other half, ‘

Oétober 10th, left Caftle Lloyd, and took
the road by Galbally to Mitchel’s Town,
through a'country part of it a rich grazing
tratt; but from near Galbally, to the Galty
mountains, there are large {fpaces of flat lands,
covered with heath and furze, that are exceed-
ingly improvable, yet feem as neglected as if
nothing could be made of them. The road
leads immediately at the northern foot of the
Galties, which form the moft formidable and
romantic boundary imaginable ; the fides are
almoft perpendicular, and reach a height,
which piercing the clouds, feem formed rather
for the boundaries of two conflicting empires,
than the property of private perfons. The
variety of the fcenery exhibited by thefe moun-
tains 1s great ; the road after paffling fome miles
parallel with them, turns over a hill, aconti-
nuation of their chain, and commands an ob-
lique view of their fouthern fide, which has
much more variety than the northern; it looks
down- at the fame time upon a long plain,

bounded
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bounded by thefe and other mountains, feve-
ral rivers winding throungh it, which join in
the center, near Mitchel’s Town. I had been
informed that this was a2 miferable place: it
has at leaft a fituation worthy of the proudeft
capital.

Upon my arrival, Lord Kingfborough, who
pofleffes almoft the whole country, procur-
ed me the information I requefted in thé
moft liberal manner, and a refidence fince has
enabled me to perfet it. His Lordfhip’s vaft
property extends from Kildorrery to Clogheen,
beyond Ballyporeen, a line of more than 16
Irifh miles, and it {preads in breadth from five
to ten miles. It containsevery variety of Iand,
from the fertility of grazing large bullocks to
the mountain heath the cover of groufe. The
profitable land lets from 8s. to 2§s. an acre,
but the whole does not on an average yield
more than 2s. 6d. Such a field for future im-
provements is therefore rarely to be found.
On the cold and bleak hills of Scotland eftates
of greater extent may be found, but lying within
twenty miles of Corke, the moft foutherly part
of Ireland, admits a rational prophecy that
it will become one of the firft properties in
Europe.

. The fize of farms held by occupying tenants
is in general very fmall, Lord Kingfborough
having releafed them from the bondage of the
middle men. Great tracts are held in partner-
fhip; and the amount held by fingle farmersfrifes

rom
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from gl. to gol: a year, with a very few large
farms.

The foils are as various as in fuch a great
extent they may be fuppofed : the worft is the
wet morafly land, on a whitifh gravel, the
fpontaneous. growth, ruthes (juncus conglome-
ratus) and heath (erica vulgaris); this yields a
fcanty nourifhment to cows and half-ftarved
%oung cattle. Large tratts of wet land has a

lack peat or a turf furface; this is very re-
claimable, and there are immenie traéts of it.
The profitable foil is in general-a fandy or a
gravelly loam, of a reddith brown colour, and
the principal diftinction is its being on lime or
grit ftone, the former generally the beft. It
declines in value from having a yellow fand or
a yellow clay near the furface underit. There
are trats of fuch incomparable land that I
feen very little equal to it, except in Tipperary,
Limerick, and Rofcommon. A deep friable
loam, moift enough for the fpontaneous growth
to fat a bullock, and dry enough to be per-
fectly under command in tillage: if I was to
name the charateriftics of an excellent foil, I
thould fay #bat upon which you may fat an ox,
and feed off a crop of turnips. By the way I
recolle¢t little or no fuch land in England, yet
Is it not uncommon in Ireland. Quarries of
the fineft lime-ftone are found in almoft every
part of the eftate.

The tracts of mountain are of a prodigious
extent; the Galties only are fix or feven miles
long,
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long, from one to four miles acrofs ; and more
improvable upon the whole than any land I
have {een, turf and lime-ftone being on the
{pot, and a gentle expofure “hanging to the
fouth. In every inacceflible cliff there are
mountain afh, (fraxinus excelfior) oak, (quercus
robur) holly, (jlex aquifolium) birch, (betula
alba) willow, (falix) hazel, (corylus avellana)
and white thorn, (crategus oxyacantba) and
even to a confiderable height up the mountain,
which, with the many old ftumps fcattered
about them, prove that the whole was oncea
foreft, an obfervation apphcable to every part
of the eftate.

The tillage here extends no farther than
what depends on potatoes, on which root they
fubfift as elfewhere. They fometimes manure
the grafs for them, and take a fecond crop ;
after which they follow them with oats, till the
foil 1s {o exhaufted as to bear no longer, when
they leave it to weeds and trumpery, which
vile fyftem has fpread itfelf fo generally over all
the old meadow and pafture of the eftate, that
it has given it a face of dcfolation—-furze
(eulex europzza ) broom, (fpartium [coparium )
fern, (pteris aquilina) and rufhes, owing to
this and to neglect, occupy feven-eighths of it.
The melancholy appearance of the lands arif-
ing from this, which, with miferable and un-

lanted mounds for fences, with no gate buta
* furze bufh ftuck in a gap, or fome ftones piled
on each other, altogether form a fcene the

more dreary, as an oak, an afh, or an elm, are .
3 : almoft
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almoft as great a rarity, (fave'in’ the planta-
tionsof the prefent Lord) as an olive, an orange,
or a mulberry. Qe apaat

Of potatoes, eight barrels of feed plant an
acre, which yields fixty barrels; ‘at twenty-one
ftone’; the average price 4s.3d.” A4l

Planting, fourteen men, at 61d. - - 0t giy
Trenching, fourteen ditto - « o 7 75
Leading thedung:' <+ - - I 00
Spreading,’ fix men - CiDlih @llig g
Eight barrels feed - - - r 1478
Weeding by the women - ~S0 el
Taking up, fixtymen ..} .= - r 126
Carting home, &c. - - - ©0 I5 o
6 o 7

ProDpUcCE
Sixty, at 4s. 4d. - - ‘13 o e
Expenfes = - - 6, 0 7
B e
£-6 19 3§

Prime coft,” 2s. ‘a barrel.

Theylay them up in holes in the field. The
fecond crop is generally the beft. - “Of oats they
fow two barrels, and reap from 8 to'r5. There
no wheat, “and very little barley. ‘Clover and
turnips, rape, beans, and peafe, quite un-
known. The rents are paid by cattle, and of

Vor. Il S thefe
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thefe dairy cows are the chief ftock. . Thelittle
farmers manage their own; the larger ones
let them to dairymen for one cwt. - of - batter
cach cow, and 12s. to 155. horn money; but
the man has. a'privilege of four collops, and:an
acre.of land and cabbin to.every twenty. cows.
The people,moft attentive to their own inteyeft,
are, however, getting out of this {yftem, from
the innumerable rafcalities of thefe dairymen,
they will play twenty tricks:to keep them from
taking the bull, in order to have' the longer
feafon ; and to force -them to.give down their
milk, they have a very delicate cuftom. of blow-
them where -,«but I have heard
of this prafiice in other parts... ida'f

"The-winter food is ftraw and hay at night;
not many of them are houfed. * In the breed-
ing fyftem they are very deficient. Vaft num-
bers of calves are killed at two or three days
old for an execrable ‘veal®they call faggering
bob, 1 {uppofe from the animal not being old
eénoughi to ftand fteady on its legs: they fell at
2s.’or 2s. 6d. a head. A& good cow fells‘from
5L to 61, 65. and a’calf of fix or eight months,
at 20s. or 225. Sheep are kept in very fmall
numbers ; a man will have two, .or even one,
and he thinks it’ worth his while to walk ten
or twelve miles to a fair,: with 'a ftraw band
tied ‘to the leg of the lamb, in order to fell it
for 3s. 6d. an undoubted proof of the poverty
of the country. = Markets are.crouded for. this
reafon, for there is nothing too trifling to
carry; a yard of linen, a fleece of wool, a

3 SRR R e S ey ot Fginariival red s COPPICJ
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couple of chickens, will carry an unemployed
pair of hands ten miles. Inthe mountainsare
a {mall breed of fheep, which are as delicate
mutton when properly fattened as the welch,
and of fo hardy a breed as to live upon heath,
furze, &c. in winter as well as fummer. Hogs
are kept in fuch numbers that the little towns
and villages fwarm with them; pigs and chil-
dren bafk and roll about, and often refemble
one another fo much, that it is neceflary to
look twice before the buman face divine is con-
feffed. Ibelieve there are more pigs in Mitchels-
town than human beings, and yet propaga-
tion is the only trade that flourithed here for
ages.

Tillage is done by horfes; four in a plough
do half an acre a day, five or fix inches deep;
the price 6s. to 10s. an acre.

Labour is chiefly done in the cottar fyftem,
which has been fo often explained ; there are
here every gradation of the lower clafles, from
the fpalpeens, many among them ftrangers,
who build themfelves a wretched cabbin in the
road, and haye neither land, cattle, nor tarf,
rifing to the regular cottar, and from him to
the little joint tenant, who, united with many
others, takes fome large farm in partnerfhip ;
till rifing to the greater farmer.

The population is very great. It is but few
diftricts in the north that would equal the pro-
portion that holds on this eftate ; the cabbins
T (P are
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are innumerable, and like moft Irith cabbins,
fwarm with children. Wherever there is many
people, and little employment, idlenefs and its
attendants muft abound, °

It is not to be expected that fo young a man
as Lord King{borough, juft come trom the va-
rious gaiety of Italy, Paris, and London, fhould,
in fo fhort a {pace as two years; .do much in a
region fo wild as Mitchelftown ; a very fhort
narrative however, will convince 'the reader,
that the time he bas {pent here, has not been
thrown away. He found his-immenfe pro-
perty in the hands of that fpecies of tepant
which we know fo little of in England, but
which in Ireland have flourifhed almoft to the
deftruttion of the kingdom, the middle man,
whofe bufinefs and whofe induftry confifts in
hiring great tracts of land as cheap as he can,
and re.letting them to others as dear as he can,
by which means that beautiful gradation of
the pyramid, which connects the broad bafe of
the poor people with the great nobleman they
fupport, 1s broken; he deals only with. his
own tenant, the multitude is abandoned tothe
humanity and feelings. of others, whigh to be
fure may prompt a juft and tender conduct;

~whether it does or not, let the mifery and-po-~
verty of the Jower claffes /fpeak, who are thus
afligned over, This was the {ituation of nine-
tenths of his property. Many leafes being
out, he rejected the trading tenanty and let
.every man’s land to him, who occupied
it at the rent he had himfelf received before.
: During
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During-a year that I was employed in letting
his farms, I never omitted any opportunity of
confirming him in this fyftem, as far as was in
my power, from'a conviction that he was
equally ferving himfelf and the public-in it;
he will never quit it without having reafon
afterwards for regret. :

In a country changing from licentious bar-
barity into civilized order, building is an object
of perhaps greater confequence than may at
firft be apparent.  In a wild, or but half cul-
tivated traét, with no better edifice than a mud
cabbin, what are the objets that can imprefs a
love of order on the mind of man? He muft
be wild ‘as the roaming herds; favage as his
rocky mountains; confufion, diforder, riot,
have nothing better than himfelf to damage or
deftroy: but when edifices of a different foli-
dity and charaéter arife ; when great fums are
expended, and numbers emploved to rear more
expreflive monuments of induftry and order,
it 1s impoflible but new ideas muft arife, even
in the uncultivated mind ; it muft feel fome-
thing, firft to refpect, and afterwards to love;
gradually’ feeing that in proportion as the
country becomes more decorated and valuable,
licentioufnefs will be lefs profitable, and more
odious.  Mitchelftown, till his Lordfhip made
it the place of his refidence, was a den of vaga-
bonds, thieves, rioters, and whiteboys ; but I
can witnefs to its being now as orderly and
peaceable as any other Irith town, much owing
to this.circumftance of building, and thereby

employing
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employing fuch numbers of the people. Lord
Kingfborough, in a fhort fpace of time, has
raifed confiderable edifices; a large manfion
for himfelf, beautifully fituated on a bold
rock, the edge of a declivity, at the bottom of
which is a river, and commanding a large tract
of country, with as fine a boundary of moun-
tain as I have feen; a quadrangle of offices; a
garden of five Englifh acres, furrounded with
a wall, hot-houfes,, &c. Befides this, three
good ftone and flate houfes upon three farms,
and engaged for three others, more confider-
able, which are begun ; others repaired, and
feveral cabbins built fubftantially.

So naked a country as he found his eftate,
called for other exertions, to invoke the Dry-
ades it was neceffary to plant, and they muft
be coy nymphs indeed if they are not in a few
years propitious to him. He brought a fkilful
nurferyman from England, and formed twelve
acres of  nurfery. It begins to fhew itfelf;
above ten thoufand perch of hedges are made,
planted with quick and trees; and feveral
acres, fecurely inclofed on advantageous fpots,
and filled with young and thriving plantations.
Trees were given, gratis, to the tenantry, and
premiums begun for thofe who plant moft,
and preferve them beft, befides fourfcore
pounds a year offered for a variety of improve-
ments in agriculture the moft wanted upon
the eftate. '

4 ! L 4 'y - \Men"
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Men, who from long pofieffion of landed pro-
perty, become gradually convinced of the im-
portance of attending toit, may at laft work fome
improvements without meriting any confider~
able portion of praife; but thata young man,
warm from pleafure, fhould do it, has.a much
fuperior claim. Lé&id Kingfborough has, in
this refpect, a great deal of merit ; and for the
fake both of himfelf and his country, I heartily
wifh he may fleadily perfevere in that line of
conduét which his underftanding has once told
him, and muft continue to tell him, is fo greatly
for the advantage of himfelf, his family and

the public.

1t is not uncommon, efpecially in moun-
tainous countries, to find objefts that much
deferve the attention of travellers intirely ne-
gleted by them. There are a few inftances
of this upon Lord Kingfborough’s eftate, in
the neighbourhood of Mitchelftown ; the firft
I fhall mention, is a cave at Skeheenrinky, on
the road between Cahir and that place: the
opening to it is a cleft of rock in a lime ftone
hill, {fo narrow as to be difficult to get into it.
1 defcended by a ladder of about twenty fteps,
and then found myfelf in a vaultof a hundred
feet long, and fifty or fixty high : a fmall hole,
on the left, leads from this a winding courfe
of I believe not lefs than half an Irifh mile,
exhibiting a variety that ftruck me much. In
fome places the cavity iin the rock is {o large,
that - when well lighted up by candles, (not
flambeaux, Lord Kingfborough once thewed
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it me with them, and’ we found their fmoak
troublefome) it - takes the appearance of  a;
vaulted cathedral, fupported by mafly columns.
The walls, cieling, floor, and pillars, are'b
turns compofed of every fantaftic form; and on‘
ten of very beautiful incruftations of fpar, fome
of which glitters fo much, that it feems pow=
.dered with diamonds, and in others the ciel-
ing is formed of that fort which has fo near
a refemblance to a cauliflower. The fpar form-
ed into columns by the dropping of water
has taken fome vety regular forms ; but others
are different, folded in plaits of lightdrapery,
which hang from their fupport in a very pleaf-.
ing manner. The angles of the walls feem
fringed with'ificles. One very long branch of
the cave, which turns to the north, is in fome
laces fo narrow and low, that one crawls into
it, when 1t fuddenly breaks into large vaulted
fpaces, in a thoufand forms.  The {par in all
this cave is very'brilliant, and almoft equal to
Briftol ftone. - For' feveral hundred yairds. in
the’ larger: branch, there -is a deep water at
the bottom of ‘the declivity to the right, which
the common people call the river. A part of
the way is over a fort of potter’s clay, which
moulds into any form, and is of a brown co-
lour ¢ a very different foil from any in'the
neighbouring country. T have feen the fa-
mous cave in the Peak, but think it very
much inferior: to this: and Lord Kingfbo-
rough, who has viewed the Grot d’Aucel-in
Burgundy, fays'that it is not to be compared
with it: £ -
But



MITCHELSTOWN. 28

But the commanding region of the Galties
deferves more attention. Thofe who are fond
of fcenes in which  nature reigns in all her
wild magnificence, fhould vifit this ftupendous
chain. It confifts of many vaft mountains,
thrown together in an affemblage of the moft
interefting features, from boldnefs and height
of the declivities, freedom of outline, and va-
riety of parts; filling a fpace of about fix
miles by three or four. Galtymore is the high-
eft point, and rifes like the lord and father of
the furrounding progeny. From the top you
look down upon a great extent of mountain,
which fhelves away from him to the fouth, eaft,
and weft; but to the north, the ridge is almofk
a perpendicular declivity. On that fide the
famous golden vale of Limerick and Tipperary
{preads a rich level to the eye, bounded by the
mountains of Clare, King’s and Queen’s coun-
ties, with the courfe of the Shannon, for ma-
ny miles below Limerick. To the fouth you
look’ over alternate ridges.of mountains, which
rife one beyond another, till in a clear day the
eye meets the ocean near Dungarvon. The
mountains of Waterford and Knockmaldown
fill up the fpace to the fouth-eaft. The
weftern is:the moft extenfive view ; for no-
thing ftops the eye till Mangerton and Mac-
gilly Cuddy’s Reeks point out the fpot where
Killarney’s lake calls for a farther excurfion.
The profpeétextends intoeight counties, Corke,
Kerry, Waterford, Limerick, Clare, Queen’s,
Tipperary, King’s.

Alittle
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A little to the weft of this proud fummit,
below it in a very extraordinary hollow; is a
circular lake of two acres, reported to be un-
fathomable. The defcriptions which I have
read of the craters of exhaufted: volcanoes,
leave very little doubt of this being one ; and
the conical regularity of the fummit of Galty-
more fpeaks the fame language.” "Eaft of this
refpectable hill, to ufe Sir William Hamilton’s
language, is a declivity of about one quarter of
a mile, and there Galtybeg rifes in a yet more
regular cone, and between the two hills is
another lake, which from pofition feems to
have been once the crater which threw up
Galtybeg, as the firft mentioned was the ori-
gin of Galtymore. Beyond the former hill is
a third lake, and eaft of that another hill ; I
was told of a fourth, with another corref-
ponding mountain. It is only the mere fum-
mit of thefe mountains which rife above the
lakes. Speaking of them below, they may be
faid to be on the tops of the hills ; they are
all_ of them at the bottom of an almoft regu-
larly circular hollow. On the fide, next the
mountain top, are walls of perpendicular
rocks, in regular ftrata, and fome of them
piled on each other, with an appearance of
art rather than nature. In thefe rocks the
eagles, which are feén in numbers on the Gal-
ties, have their nefts. Suppofing the moun-
tains to be of volcanic origin, and thefe lakes
the craters, of which I have not a doubt; they
are objects of the greateft curiofity, for there.
is an unufual regularity in every confiderable

3 fummit,

0
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fummit, having its correfponding crater ; but
without this circumftance the fcenery is in-
terefting in a very great degree. The moun-
tain fummits, which are often wrapped in
the clouds, at other times exhibit the freeft
outline ; the immenfe fcooped hollows which
fink at your feet, declivities of fo vaft a depth
as to give one terror to look down; with the
unufual forms of the lower region of hills,
particularly Bull hill, and Round hill, each a
mile over, yet rifing out of circular vales,
with the regularity or femi-globes unite upon
the whole, to exhibit a fcenery to the eye, in
which the parts are of a magnitude fo com-
manding ; a character fo interefting, and a va-
riety fo ftriking, that they well deferve to be
examined by every curious traveller.

Nor are thefe immenfe outlines the whole
of what is to be feen in this great range of
mountains. Every Glen has its beauties;
there is a confiderable mountain river, or ra-
ther torrent in every one of them ; but the
greateft are the Funcheon, between Sefang
and Galtymore ; the Limeftone river, between
Galtymore and Round hill, and the Groufe
river, between Coolegarranroe, and Mr.
O’Callaghan’s mountain ; thefe prefent to the
eye, for a tralt of about three miles, every va-
riety that rock, water, and mountain can give,
thrown into all the fantaftic forms which art
may attempt in ornamented grounds, but al-
ways failsin. Nothing can exceed the beauty
of the water, when not difcoloured by rain,

115
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its lucid tranfparency fhews, at'confiderable:
depths, every pebble no bigger. than a, pin;
every ‘rocky bafon alive with trout-and eels,

that play and dafh among the rocks, as: if en-
dowed with that native vigour which animate,
in a fuperior degree, every inhabitant of: the
mountains, from the bounding red deer, and
the foaring eagle, down even to the fithes of
the brook. Every five minutes you have a
waterfall in thefe glens, which in any' other
region, would ftop every traveller to admire it.

Sometimes the vale takes a gentler declivity,
and prefents to the eye at one ftroke, twenty
or thirty falls, which render the fcenery all
alive with the motion ; -the rocks are tofled
about in the wildeft confufion,-and the tor-
rent burfts by turns from above, beneath,
and under them ; while the back ground is
always filled up ‘with the mountains whxch
ftretch around.

In the weftern Glen is the fineft . cafcade
in all theGalties; there are two falls, with
a bafon in the rock between, -but from fome
points of view they appear one: the rock over
which the water tumbles is about fixty feet
high. A good line in which to view thefe ob-
jects is either to take. the Killarney and Mal-
low road, 'to Mitchelftown, and from thence,
by Lord ngfborough’s new one, to. Skeheen--
rinky, there to take one of the Glens; to Gal-:
tybeg, and Galtymore, and return to- -Mitch-
elitown by the Wolf’s track, Tcmple hill, ar;‘d

7 the
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the Waterfall : or, if the Corke road is travel-
ling, to make Dobbin’s inn, at Ballyporeen,
the head quarters, and view them from thence.

¥ 0% % %k ¥ kK ¥ ¥ % & ¥

Having heard much of the beauties of a part
of the Queen’s county, I had not before feen,
I took that line of country in my way on a
journey to Dublin.

From Mitchelftown to Cathel, the road leads
as far as Galbally in the route already travell-
ed from Cullen; towards Cathel the country
is various. ' The only object deferving attenti-
on, are the plantations of Thomaftown, the
feat of Francis Mathew, Efq; they confift chiefly
of hedge-row trees in double and treble rows,
are well grown, and of fuch extent as to form
an uncommon woodland fcene in Ireland.
Found the widow Holland’s Inn, at Cafhel,
clean and very civil.. Take the road to Urling-
ford. ‘The rich fheep paftures, part of the fa-
mous' golden vale, reach between three and
four miles, from Cafthel to the great bog by
Botany ‘Hill, noted for producing a greater va-
riety of plants than common. That bog is
feparated by only fmall tracts of land, from
the ftring of bogs which extend through the
Queen’s County, from the great bog of Allen;
it 1s here of confiderable extent, and exceed-
ingly-improvable. Then enter a low marfhy
bad -eountry, which grows worfe after pafling

-the 66th mile ftone, and fucceffive bogs in it.
Breakfaft at Johnftown, a regular village on
A a flight
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a flight eminence, built by Mr. Hayley; it is
near the Spaw of Ballyfpellin. Rows of trees
are planted ; but their heads all cut off, I fup-
pofe from their not thriving, being planted too
old. Immediately on leaving thefe planted
avenues, enter a row of eight or ten new cab-
bins, at a dxﬁance from each other, which ap-
pear to be a new undertaking, the land about
them all pared and burnt, and the “athes in
heaps.

Enter a fine planted country, with much
corn and good thriving quick hedges for many
miles. The road leads through a large wood,
which joins Lord Atfhbrook’s plantatxons,
whofe houfe is fituated in the midft of more
wood than almoft any one I have feen in Ire-
land. Pafs Durrow ; the country for two or
three miles contmucs all inclofed with fine
quick hedges, is beautiful, and has fome re-
femblance to the beft parts of Effex. Sir Ro-
bert Staple’s 1mplovements join this fine tradt;
they are completed in a moft perfect manner,
the hedges well-grown ; cut, and in fuch €X-
cellent order, that I can fcarcely believe myfelf
to be in Ireland. His gates are all of iron. Thefe
fylvan fcenes continue through other feats beau-
tifully fituated, amidft gentle declivities of the
fineft verdurc, full grown woods, excellent
hedges, and a pretty river winding by the.
houfe. The whole environs of {everal would
be admired in the beft parts of England

Crofs a great bog, within fight of Lord de Vef-
cey’s plantations.  The road leads ‘over it, !JC-
mg
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ing drained for that purpofe by deep cuts on
either fide. I fhould apprehend this bog to be
among the moft improvable in the country.

Slept at Ballyroan, at an inn kept by three
ammals, who call them{elves women ; met with
more impertinence than at any other in Ireland.
It is an execrable hole. In three or four miles
pafs Sir John Parnel’s prettily fituated in a
neatly drefled lawn; with much wood about
it, and a lake quite ahve with wild fowl.

Pafs Monftereven, and crofs direétly a large
bog, drained and partly improved ; but all of
it bearing grafs, and feems in a ftate that might
cafily be reduced to rich meadow, with only a
drefling of lime. Here I got agam into the road
1 had travelled before.”

I mutt in general remark, that from near
Urlingford to Dawfon’ Court near Monfter-
even, whlch is completely acrofs the Queen’s
County, is a line of above thirty Englifh miles,
and is for that extent by much the moft im-
proved of ‘any I'have féen in Ireland. It is
generally well planted, has many woods, and
not confifting of patches of plantation _)uﬁ by
gentlemen’s houfes, but {preading over the
whole face of the country, fo as to give it the
richnefs of an Englith woodland fcene. What
a country would Ireland be had the inhabitarits
of the rcf’c of it 1mproved the whole like this.

END OF PART L
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Olfervations on the preceding Intelligence.

O regifter the minutes received upon fuch a journcy as

this, and leave them fimply to fpeak for themfelyes,
would have its ufe ; but it would leave to'the inguifitive rea-
der fo much labour and trouble in colleting general fafts, that
not one in five hundred would attempt it. ~That it is 2 matter
of importance to have accurate general jdeas of a country,
inftead of erroneous ones, wili hardly be difputed ; no books
of geography but fpeak generally of feil, ¢limate, produ@,
rental, population, €. but they are’too often mere gueffes ;
or, if founded at all, the faéls that fuppory them of too old 2
date to yield the leaft truth at prefent in points fubje@ to
change. When one country i{s mentioned ‘in another it is ufu-
ally in general terms: and by comparifon, England has not fo
rich a )}foil as Ireland. Producls in England larger than in France.
Rents bigher in Ireland than in Scotland. A thoufand initances
might be produced, in which ideas of this fort are particulariz-
ed, and in which general errors are often found the caufe of
political meafures, even of the higheft confequence. That
my Englith tours give exa? information relative ro England, '}
cannot affert ; but I may venture to fay, that they are the only
information extant, relative to the rental, produce, ftock of
that country, which are taken from an a@ual examination : ‘I
wifh to offer equal information relative to our fitter ifland ; and
I am encouraged to do it, not only from my own ideas, but the
opinions of many perfons with whom 1have either correfpond-
ed or converfed from moft rarts of Europe, including fone of
the moft refpe@able for abilities and rank. ;

A BECTIOR

i
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Extent of Ireland.

‘IN order to know the confequence and relative importance of
any country, it is neceffary to be acquainted with its ex-
tent ;I have reafon to believe that that of Ireland is not ac-
curately known. I infert the following table of the acres of
eack county, plantation meafure, becaufe there are feveral ob~
fervations to be made on it,

Acres. Acres.
Ulfter=Antrim," 383,020 {Munfter,—~Clare, 428,187
Armagh, 170,620 Corke, 991,010
Cavan, 274,800 Kerry, 636,905
Down, 344,658 Limerick, 375,320
Donnegal, 630,157 Tipperary, 599,500
Fermanagh, 224,807 Waterford, 259,010
Londonder. 251,510 el
Monaghan, 170,09a| Total, - ' 3,289,932

Tyrone 387,175
o B ot Conaug.—Galway,. 775,525

Total, - 2,836,837 7 Leitrim, 206,830
Leinfter,=Carlow, 116,900 Mayo, 724,640
Dublin,  123.784 Rofcomm. 324,370

Kildare, 228,590 Sligo, - 241,550

Kilkenny, 287,650
King’s Co. '257,510{ Total, - 2,272,915
Longford, 134,700 : e
Louth, 111,180]In all Ireland, 11,042,642
Meath, 326,480
Queen’sCo. 238,415
Weftmeath, 249,943
Weztord, 315,396
Wicklow, 252,410

Total, - 2,642,958

Gerard Malines makes the acres of Ireland eighteen millions : .
(Lex Mercatoria, part 1. p. 49) I {uppefe Englifh meafure,
which is eleven millions Irith ; thefe two accounts flow there-
fore from the fame fource. Templeman’s meafurement gives
it 27,457 fquare miles, cr 17,592,480 acres (Survey.of the globe)
Englith on a fcale of 6o miles to a degree, but contequently jt
is"profefledly erroneous, as a degree is 60% ; according to this
meafure therefore, the contcnts in real acres would be
20,354,789 Englith, and 12,721,743 Irith. Thefe accounts
come fo'nearly together, that they are all drawn from fmilar
data ; thatis, from old maps. Newer ones have many blun-
ders ; but as no late a@ual furvey has been made of the king-

~dom, we muft dépend on the authority we find.
- SECTION
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Soil, Face of the Country and Climate.

TO judge of Ireland by the converfation one fometimes hears

in England, it would be fuppofed that one half of it was
covered with bogs, and the other with mountains fiiled with
Irifh ready to fly at the fight of a civilized being. There are
people who will {mile when they hear that in proportion, to
the fize of the two countries, Ireland is more cultivated than
England, having much lefs wafte land of all forts. . Of uncul-
tivated mountains there are no fuch tras as are found in our
four northern counties, and the North Riding of Yorkihire,
with the eaftern line of Lancafter, nearly down to the Peak
of Derby, which form an extent of above an hundred miles of
wafte. The moft confiderable of this fort in Ireland are in
Kerry, Galway, and Mayo, and fome in Sligo and Donnegal.
But all thefe together will not make the quantity we have in
the four northern counties ; the yallies in the: Irith mountains
are alfo more inhabited, I think, than thofe of England, ex»
cept where there are mines, and confequently. fomne fort of
cultivation creeping up the fides. Natural fertility, acre for
acre over the two kingdouns, is certainly in favour of Ireland ;
of this I believe there can fcarcely be a doubt entertained,
when it is confidered that fome of the more beautiful, and
even beft cultivated countries in England, owe almoft every
thing to the capital art and indufiry of the inhabitants,

The circumftance which ftrikes me as the greateft fingulari~
ty of Ireland, is the rockynefs of the foil, which fheuld feem
at firlt fight againft that degree of fertility; but tite contrary
is the fact. Stone is fo general, that I have great reafon.to
believe the whole ifland 1s one vaft rock of different ftrata and
kinds rifing out of the fea. I have rarely heard of any great
depths being funk witbout meeting with it. In general it-ap-
pears on the furface in every part of the kingdon, the flarteft
ard mott fertile parts, as Limerick, Tipperary and Meath,
bave it at no great depth, almoft as much as the more barren
ones, May we not recognize in this the hand of bounteous
providence, which has given, perhaps, the woft ftoney foil
in Europe to the moifte® climate in it ? If s much rain fell
upon the clays of England (a foil very rarely met with in
Ireland, and never without much flone) as falls upon the rocks
of her fifter ifland, thofe lands could not be cultivated. But
the rocks here are cloathed with verdure ;—thofe of lime ftone
with only a thin covering of mold, have the foftcit and moit
beautiful turf imaginable. ;

Of the great advantages refulting from the general plenty
of lime ftone, and lime-ftone gravel, and the nature of the

A2 bogs,
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bogs, 1 fhall have occafion to fpeak more particularly here-
after. sy P
The rockynefs of the {oil in Ireland is fo univerfal, that it
predominates in every fort. One cannot ufe with propriety,
the terms clay, loam, fand, &c. it moft be a’ foney clay, a
floney loam, a gravelly fand. Clay, efpecially the yellow, is
thuch talked of in Ireland, but it is for want ‘of proper difcri-
mination. I have once or twice feen almoft a pure clay upon
the furface, but it is extremely rare. The true yellow clay,
is ufually found in 4 thin ftratuin under the furface mould, and
over a rock; harth, tenacious, Roney, ftrong loams, difficult
to work, are not uncommon ; but they are quite different from
Englifh ¢lays. "

Igriable {andy loams dry, but fertile, are very common, and
they form the beft foils in the kingdom, for tillage and fheep.
‘Tipperary, and Rofcommoén, aboand particularly in them,
‘The moft fertile of all, are the bullock paftures of Limerick,
and the banks of the Shannon in Clare, called the Corcaffes.
Thefe aré a mellow, putrid, friable loam.

Sand, which is fo commen in England, and yet more com-
mon through Spain, France, Germany, and Poland, quite
from Gibraltar to Peterfburgh, is no where met with in Ireland,
except for narrow @ips of hillocks, upon the fea cvaft, Nor
did I ever meet with, or hear of a chalky foil.

The bogs of which foreigaers have heard fo much, are very
extenfive in Iretand ; thag of Allen extends 8o miles, and is
computed to contain 300’,Looo acres. There are others alfo,
yery- éxtenfive, and fmaller ones feattered over the whole
kingdom ; but thefe are not in general more than are wanted
for foel. When Icome to fpeak of the jnprovement of wafte
lands, Ifhall deferibe them particularly.

Befides ‘the gieat fertility of the foil, there are other ‘cir-
cumftances, which come within my (phere to mention. Few
countries can be better watered, by large and beautiful rivers ;
and it is remarkable, that by much the fineft parts of the king-
dom, are on the banks of thefe rivers, Witefs the Suer,
Blackwater, the Liffy, the Boyne, the Nore, the Barrow, and
part of the Shannon, they wath a fcenery that can hardly be
exceeded. From the rockynels of the country however, there
are few of them that have not obftruflions, which are great
impediments to inland navigation. . '

The mountains of Ireland, give to travelling, that intereft-
ing variety, which a flat country can never abound with. 'And
ut the fame time, they are not in fuch pumber as to eonfer the
ufual chara@er of poverty, which attends them. I was either
upon or very near the moft confiderable in the kingdom. Man-
gerton, and the Reeks, in Kerry ; the Galties in Corke ; thofe
of Mourne in Down; Crow Patrick and Nephin in Mayo ; thefe
are the principal in Ireland, and they are of a charaéter, in
height and fublimity, which fhould render them the obje&s of
every traveller’s attention.

Relative
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Relative to the climate of Ireland, a fhort refidence cannot
¢nable a man to fpeak much from his own experience ; the ob=
fervatiops I bave made myfelf, confirm the idea of its being
vaftly wetter than England ; from the 20th of June, to the
zoth of O&ober, I kept a regifter, and there were in 122 days,
75 of rain, and very many of them jnceflant and heavy. I
have examined fimilar regifters I kept in England, and can find
no year thag even approaches to fuch.a meifture as this. But
there is the regifter of an accurate diary publithed, which
compares Londop and Corke. The refult is, shat the quanti-
ty at the latter place, was double to that of London. See
Smith's Hift. of Corke. A s .

From the information I received, I have reafon to believe
that the rainy feafon fets in ufually about the firft of July, ang
coniinues very wet till September or Oober, when there is
ufually a dry fine feafon of a month or fix weeks. Irefided in
the county of Corke, &c. from O@ober till March, and found
the winter much more foft and mild, than ever I experienced
one in England. T wasalfo 2 whole fummer there (1778), and
it is fair 10 mention, that it was as fine a one, as ever I knew
in England, though by no means fo hot. I think hardly fo
wet, as very many I have known in Englapd. The tops
of the Galty Mountains, exhibited the only frow we faw ;
and 25”10 frofts, they were fo light and rare, that I believe
myrtles, and yet tenderer plants, would have furvived with=
out any covering, But when I fay.that the winter was not re-
markable for being wet, I do not mean that we had a dry.at.
niofphere, The inches of rain which fell, in the wiater I fpsak
of, - would not mark the moiftyre of the climate. As many in-
ches wil] fall ina fingle tropical fhower, s in a whole year in
England, See Mirchel’s Frefent State of Great Britain, and North
America. But if the clouds prefently difperfe, and a bright
fun fhines, the air may foon be dry. The worft circumftance
of the climate of Ireland, is the conftant moifture without
rain. Wet a piece of leather, and lay it in a room, where
there is nejther fun nor fire, and it will not in fummer even, be
dry in a month®. I have kpown gentlemen in Ireland deny
their climate being moifter than England j—but if they have
eyeslet them open them, and fee the verdure that cloathes their
rocks, and compare it with ours in Ergland~—where rocky foils
are of a ruffet brown however fweet the food for fheep.

Does

* I have had this bappen myfelf with a pairof wet gloves.

The myriads of flies alfo q{b{;b bug about one's gears, and are
ready 1o go-in fheals into one’s mouth at every wird—and thefe
almoft imperceptible flies called midges, which perfeldly divour ene
in @ waod, or near a river, prove the fame thing.
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Does not their ifland Jye more expofed to the great Atlantic,
and does not the weft wind blow three-fourths of a year? If
there was another ifland yet more to the weftward, would
not the climate of Ireland be improved ? Such perfons fpeak
equally againft fa&, reafon, and philofophy. That the moifture
of a climate dées not depend on the quantity of rain that falls,
but on the powers of aerial evaporation, Dr. Dobfon has
clearly proved. Phil. Tranf. Vol. lxvii. part'i. p. 244.

S'EC TI1ON 1L

Rental.

O country can ever be held in a juft eftimation when the
rental of it is unknown. It is not the only circumftance
which a political arithmetician fhould attend to, butit is =
moft importantone. The value of a covntry is rarely the fub-
je& of a converfation without gueffes at its rental being made,
and comparifons between different ones. I contend for nothing
more through this and the enfuing tables, than the fuperiority
of aéual information on the fpot, drawn into one point of
view, over any gueffes whatever. 1 fhall therefore proceed at
once to lay it before the reader.

Rent at, Year’'s | Leajes,
Places. Rj;:_tp < Irifb | Rife. | Fall. | purchafe _ym:{r or
£ re. A
Acre of land.| lives.
County ot Dublin, s.d, |s.d.| 22 }J416:1L.
Celbridge, 1100 22 |storL.
Dolleftown, 1 1o 50 3
Summerhill, | 1 oo 23
Slain Caftle, I 50 22% |3rorL.
Headfort, 1 00 21
Drueftown, 1 6o
Fore, o150
Packenham Hall, } 0 17 6 44] 21
Mullingar to Tul- i
lefpace, - t oo
Charleville, o160 40 20
Shaen Caftle, o130 50 20
Athy to Carlew, 1018 0
Kilfaine, 0156 2o} 21 fat 31
Rofsto Taghmon,{o 15 o
Bargieand Forth,}+ 29 a little 233
WexfordtoWells,| o 11 o
Wells to Gowry, 0170
Courtown, 0176 none 22% |31 L.
New Tewn M. 2
Kennedy, 2 00 8o 19331 L.
Ditro Mountain, o 80 A
Kilrue, t 20

Hampton,
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* \Rent per ,R""_“” - Years | Leafes,
" Places. .‘Itrf;’. | Irifp \Rife. | Fall. | purchafe ]earfs or
y Acre, :rf_l_a-nd. lives.
Hampton, 1 s5o0fs.d.}s.d|s.ds 20
Cullen, 1 00
Ravenfdale, @ 70
Market-hill, o116]14 9
Ardmagh, owof130
ArmaghtoNewry,| 0 100} 13 ©
To Dungannon, [0 110} 140
To Lurgan, o100]| 130
Mahon, 0136]17 4
Down, o160 200
To Belfaft, 016020 0
Caftle Hill, oi50| g o
Ards, o106 136
Lecale, 1 oof =
Redemon to Saint- :
field, 0106|136
Belfaft, o130|17 0
Belfaft to Antrim,|/© 8010 0
ShanesCaftle, |© 8oj10o0 2t f3r L)
Lefly Hill, o120l150}3 o 21
Near GiantsCauf- i 1
way, Q120|150
Colrain, o106
Mewtown Limm. |0 1001130} 16 4
Clonleigh county,[0 176 21 6 25 B
Mourt Charles, |0 1090 zx{
Caftle Caidwell, | 0176 20 22
Ianikilling, o110
Ditto, o150
Florence Court, [0 100
Farnham, o170 56 22
Granard, 1 10 :
Longford, 0136 20 18%
Strokeftown, I 50
Elphin, 0136
Kingfton, 0176
Mercra, o150 20 3t L.
Tyrera, 0146 :
Ditto, o180
Tyrawley, O3 50
Foxford to Caftle- ;
bar, 0120
%&lebar, o lg oy
eftport, o %o | 1
Holyg'noum, 0136 ik P cou. 1ad
Moniva, 0140 2t

Wood
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- Rent at Tear’s | Leafes,
Places, ‘ Rent por Irife {Fall. | purchafe -_yur{ or-
AT | aere, N of land. | ~ lives.
Wood Lawn, o160 |s.ds {s.d.
Drumoland Cor-
caffes, 1 o )
Limerick, o {8 o0f zo :
Anfgrove, Joiso 126{ zo 31 L,
Orrery, 1100
Fermoy, 0130
Duhallow, o 70 4
Condons and
Clangibbons, |o1go0
Barrymote, o 70| 110
Barrets, o 40| 60
Mufhery, o 40| 60
Kinclea, o140 22 0
Kerrycutrity, 0100 |16 0
Courcy’s, o100] 160
Mallow, o120} 190 58 L¢
€aftle Martyr, 2§
Imokilly, olzo| 19 0
gilnalalton, o 80 120
oolmore, o140/ 22 0
Killarney, o 8o
Caftle Hland to
Tralee, 1 70
Mahagree, ° o146 17
Tarbat, ~ o140
Adair, 1 0o
Cattle Oliver, o1lzo 30
100,000 acres in
Limerick, 1100
20 miles fleep-
land Tipperary, [1 2z 6 “146] 20
Ballycavan, o150 19
Furnefs, I oo ] f
Gloﬂ:er, oi50 30 25 31 L.
%;)hnltown, r 00 ' | 20 31 L.
erry, o150
Cullen, 1100 20 31 L
Mitchel’s Town, {0 2 6 20 21
Average, 16 6 21
Average per En~ —_—
gliflx acre, 10 3 3

The fieft column of rent is either plantation meafure, Cunningham, or Egi.
glith ; and the fecond reduces the two laft to plantation.

The Conningham acre is reduced to the plantation meafure as feven to nine,
and the Englith asfive to cight, which thovgh not perfe@ly accurate is near it,

The
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The following table contains the information I received re~
lative to the general average rental of whole counties ; and as
there are feveral with more than one account, the medium of
thofe different accounts is given in a {feparate column.

Counties. _ Different  Awerage. Reducedto Total vental

mxmm: " plantation. of the County,
Dublin,, B 111 6 L194,959
Meath, 1 0 o ¢ i
Ditto, 1145 26
Ditto, o018 6 ’
1 12 I 12 345,524
Weftmeath, o 70 a7 0 87,480
King’s County, o 13 o
Ditto, oiz2 6
cm———— 0129 o'12 9 164,16¢
Carlow, o150 0150 87,673
Wexford, 015 0 o150 236,547
Wicklow, o 15 0 o150 189,307
Louth, r 1o 110 116,739
Ardmagh, G, O ¥ t .
Ditto, o014 O
3 - o1lo o140 119,434
Down, - o010 o B i
Ditto, 010 o
Ditto, 010 O -
y - o100 0 12 10 221,154
Antrim, or 166 !
Ditto, 3 o 4 9 y

.0 51y o 66" 124,481

Derry, o 4 6
Ditto, o 4 O
. - < %oy 3L hiol 56 69,164
Donnegal, o & o
Ditto, _ o1 o0 :
Ditto, 0’2 6
TR TN £ o 16, 47,260
Fermanagh, o 8% o 85 94,603
Cavan, o 6 ‘0
Ditto, (o ) B e )
T T B YO o 69 92,745
Longford, oo 0100, 67,550
Leiuin, 0’4 © . '3
Dirro, o 2 o
Ditto, o e | >
s M o 25" 24,992
Rofcommon, o1l o
Ditto, o010 o

1 - 0106 o106 170,294
Sligo,

.
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Counties. Different * Awerage, ‘Reduced to Total rental
minutes. ‘ plantation. of the County.
Sligo, o126
Ditto, o012 10
Ditto, o 10 Io
————a O 12 O o 12 O 144,930
Mayo, o 8 o o 8 o 289,856
Galway, o 8 1 o 8 1 313,440
Clare, o5 o o 5 o 107,046
Corke, o 7 o \
Ditto, o 3 1
Ditto, o5 8
Ditto, o 5 4
Ditto, o § o - :
- 0§ 2 o 5 ‘2 256,010
Kerry, o 2 o v Y
Ditto, o 211
Ditto, (T
Ditto, o 410
- 0 230 o 21lo 90,226
Limerick, 1 oo
Ditto, 1 o o
Ditto, o110 6

—— o1610 01610 315893
‘Tipperary, 016 3
017 4 f

Ditto,
Ditto, 1 oo
Ditto, o1z 6

——- 016 6 016 6 494,58
Waterford, o § o ! R4

Ditto, o 610

o § 11 o § 1t 76,622
Kildare, o014 6 o014 6 165,727
‘Tyrone, o 4 o : .
Ditto, o 780

o5 6 o5 6 106,747

Since the journey I have fprocured the information for the

ollowing :
Kilkenny, 016 6 016 o 230,119
Monaghan, ] o1l © o11 o _ 93,549
* Queen’s, 013 o 015 o 154908
‘Total, — — 5,293,312

o ma——e

11,042,642
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11,042,642 plantation acres, giving the rent of 5,203,312l
is at the rate of gs. 7d. per acre. The average of all the mi-~
nutes made it 16s. 6d. from hence there is reafon to imagine,
that the line travelled was better than the medium of the king-
dom ; or on the contrary, that the fuppofitions of the rents per
county are under the truth, the real rent of the kingdom, if it
could be afcertained, would probably be found rather to ex-
ceed than fall fhort of fix mullions. Efpecially as the rents
upon which thefe particulars are drawn, were not thofe paid
by the occupying tenant, but a general average of all te-
nures ; whereas the objetone would afcertain is the fum paid
by the occupier, including confequently, not only the land-
lords rents, but the profit of the middle men. ;

But farther, as the computation that makes the total of
11,042,642 acres is profefledly erroneous above a feventh, be-
ing drawn from geographic miles, there fhould be added above
700,000l. to this rental on that account. y

The difference of money and meafure included 35s. Irith
makes juft zo0s, Englith. Suppofe therefore the rental of Jre-
land gs. 7d. per acre, it makes ss. 6. Englith. :

If IreJand is 10s. it would be §s. 9d. Englifh.

Suppofe it 11s. or the total of fix millions, itis per Englith
acre 6s. 4d.

It is a curious difquifition to compare the rent of land in dif-
ferent countries, apnd' to mark the various circumftances to
which the fuperiority may be attributed. The rental of Eng-
land has been pretty accurately afcertained to be 13s. an acre*.
Poor rates in the fame 1s. 101d. in the pound, or is. 24d. per
acre. || The information I 1eceived in Ireland concerning the
amount of the money raifed for prefentments throughout the
kingdom, made the total 140,000l. or 3d. an acre,

Lo dow
Landlords rent of Ireland, _— o 9 7
Roads, — —_ — o o 3

© 910
Rent of England, —— — 013 o
Rates, —— —_ o 1 v2d

o 14 2%
Irith acre and money makes —— o 9 10

Which for an Englifh acre ard Englith moneyis o § 7
' " Inftead

* Eaftern Tour through England, Vol. iv. p. 229,

\| The average of the Eaftern and Northern Tours awhich make &
sotal of 1,926,666 By the returns laid before parliament it ap-
peared to be aually 1,720,316/ 149, 7d ; but that return vas

incomplete,
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Inftesd of which is 14s. 2%d. confequently the proporiion
between the rent of land in England and.Ireland is nearly as
two to five: in other words, that fpace of land which ig Irejand
lets for 2s. would in England preduce 5s. :

In this comparifon the value of land in England appear 10 be
fo much greater than it is in Ireland, that feveral circumftances
thould be confidered. The idea J found common in Ireland
upon that matter was, that rents there were bigher than in Eng-
land ; but the extreme abfurdity of the notion arofe fram the
difference of meafure and money, the exa& par being, as 20
0 35. Asfar as I can form = general idea of the foul of the
two kingdoms, Ireland has much the advantage ; andif I am
accurate in this, furely a ftronger argument cannot be ufed, to
thew the immenfe importance of cariTaL firft in the hands
of the landlords of .a country, and then in that of the far-
mers. I have reafon to believe that five pounds fterling per
Englith acre, expended over all Ireland, which amonnts to
88,341,136). would not more than build, fence, phnt, drain,
and improve that country to be upon a_par in thofe refpeéts’
with England. And farther, that if thofe 88 millions were fo
expended, it would take much above 20 millions more {or
above 20s. an acre) in the hands of the farmeys in ftock of
hufbandry, to put them or an equal footing with thofe of her
fifter kingdom ; nor is this calculation fo vagpe as it might at
firft fight appear, fince the expences of improvements and ftock
are very eafily eftimated in both countrigs, This is the refo-
lution of that furprifing inferiority in the rent of Ireland : the
Englifh farmer peys a, rent for his land in the ftate he finds it,
which includes, not only the natural fertility of the foil, but
the immenfe expenditure which national wealth has in the pro~
grefs of time. poured into it ; but the Irifhman finds nothing he
can afford to pay a rent for, but what the bounty of God has
given, unaided by either wealth or induftry, The fecond
point is of equal confequeace——when the land is to be let, the
rent it will bring muft depend on the capability of the cultiva-
_ tors to make it produtive, if they have but balf the capital
they ought to be poffeffed of, how is it poffible they fhould be
able to offer a rent proportioned to the rates of another coun-
try, in which a variety of c2ufes kave long direfted a fiream of
abundant wealth into the purfes of her farmers ?

Thefe fas call fof one very obvious refle@ion, which will
often recer in the progrefs of thefe papers: the confequen-

ces

frcomplete, far there are wery many parifbes named, from which,
through neglef, no returns were made. 1 may remark that this fa@
is a firong confirmation of the truth of the data upon which I formed
thefe calculations, the above I[um coming vaftly nearer to the truth af-
terwards afcertained by parliament, than'any sther calculation or con-
jellure awbich ever found its wxqy ints print. .

The rogds of England are a very heavy article 5 1 confeclure much
heavier than in Ireland, but I'bave no data whereby to afcertain the
amount. 47
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ces of it are felt in Ireland ; but T am forry to fay, very ill
underftood in England : that portion of national wealth which
is émployed in the improvement of the lands of a ftate is the
beft employed for the general welfare of a toudtry ; while
trade and manufp@ures, national funds, banking, &c. fwal-
low up prodigious futus in England, but yield a profit of not
ebove§ to 1o pet<ent ; the lands of Ireland are unimproved,
upon which money would pay t5 16 20 per cent. exclufive of 2
variety of advantages which muft firike the moft fuperficial
reader.—~Hence the vaft importance to England of the im-
provement of her Irifh territory. It is an old obfervation, that
the wealth of Ireland will always center in England 5 and the
fact is true, though not in the way commonly afferted : * No
employment of 100 millidns, not upon the altual foil of Bri-
tain, can ever pay her a tenth of the advantage which would
refult from Ireland being in the above refpe@s upon -that
par which I have defcribed with England:” The more at-
tentively this matter is confidered, I am apt to think the more
clearly this will appear ; ‘and that whenever old illiberal jea-
loufies ate worn 6ut, which, thanks to the good fenfe of the
age, are daily difappearing, we fhall be fully convinced, that
the benefit of Ireland is fo intimately connected with the good
of England, that we fhall be as forward to give ta that hither-
1o unhappy country, as the can be to receive, from ihe firm
conviétion, that whatever we thus fow will yield to us a moft
abundant harveft,

S ECTION v,
" Produds.

T HE produfts per acre were, in every place, an objet of
my enquiries, The following table will at one view thew
what they are in moft parts of the kingdom,

3 5 .
~ ~
Placese & ot § EE
~ 3 S - i
g $ bl 5
8 " 3 5
Dublin, 3 16
Ceibridge, : 7 14
| Dollcfiown, : 7 13 13}
Summerthill, 6 to
Shaine, 7 16
Headfore, 7 12
Packenham, 3 % 10 151
‘Tullamore, (34 12 16
Shaens Caftle, '5; 13 Iy 13
Near Athy, 8 15 17§
Athy to Carlow, 23
Neir Catlow, 14 12
lB(ilfgnc, 6 Io 8 to
argie, . 9
Ditto, 8} 12 .

Bargy

]
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1 t $ $
S 4 S £ 1
Places. i 7 ] ng
§ Ky & £
= 3
. N S S =
Bargy and Forib, 15 12§ ¥
elly, 6 73
Courtown, 8 9 9
M. Kennedy, 3 10
Kilrue, 14 1y 14%
Hampten, 7 11 10
Louth, 3 15 15
Mahon, 5 6
Ards, 7
Lecale, 4 10 12
Shaens Caftle, 6 8
Newtown Limm, 9
Innithoen, 8 7
Clenleigh, 10 81
Caftie Caldwell, 10 12
Bellcifle, 124 8
Florence Court, 8 12
Farnbam, 2 9 1o
Longford, 12 1§ 10
Strokeftown, 6 9 1o
Ballymoat, (2] 1o
Mercra, ] 14 1o
Tyrera, 134 To
Ditto, 15 10
Weftport, 12
Holymount, 6 9 9
Moniva, 6 8
Woodlawn, 8 12 12
Drumoland, 61 12 12
Anfgrove, 7
Mallow, 8 12 12
Dunkettle, st
Adair, 9 14 1o
Caftle Oliver, 12 15
Tipperary, 12 15 14 27
Ballycanvan, 8 14 12
Furnefs, 7 Kl 9
Glofter, 6 16 13 17
Johoftown, 7 12 16
Derry, 8 14 15
Cullen, . 10 20 18 20
Mizchel's Town, ni
: Cunningham scre reduced.
Mazhon, ] 61 l 7%
Ards, ‘9 / .
Shaens Cafilz, i 7% 1 10
Englifh gcre reduced,
Moallow, < 12, 19 19
Duanketile, 213 l
Averages, 7% I 1313 11} 14




T % & AL 3Ai GE $

% A5t y
Thefe quantities per. Englifh acre are »

Qrs. Bufh.  Pecks.
Wheat

Barley kg -t ey
QOats 3 4 3
Bere 4 3 o

The averages of the Farmer’s Tour through the Eaft of
: England were:

Rrs. * Bufb.  Pecks.

Wheat 3 o o
Barley 4 o o
Oats 4 6 o

Of the Six Months Tour through the North of England :

Qrs,  Bufh.  Pecks.
Wheat i 1

o o
Barley 4 OV 340
Oats_ ¥ 4 4 ‘o

The produéts upon the whole are much inferior to thofe of
England, though not more fo than I fhould have expe@ed ;
not from inferiority of foil,, but the extreme inferiority of ma-
nagement. They are not to be confidered as points whereon
to found a full comparifon of the two countries ; fince a fmall
crop of wheat in England, gained after beans, clover, &c.
would be of much more importance than 2 larger one in Ire-
fand by a fallow : And this remark extends to other crops.

Tillage in Ireland is very littJe underftood. In the greateft
corn counties, {uch as Lm._nh, Kildare, Carlow and Kilkenny,
where are to be feen many veryfine crops of wheat, all is un-
der the old fytew, exploded by good farmers in England, of
fowing wheat upon a fallow, and fucceeding it with as many
crops of {pring corii as the foil will bear. Where they do beft
by their land, it is only two of barley or oats before the fal-
low returns again, which is fomething worfe than thg open
field management in England, of 1. fallow; 2. whear; 3.
oals ; to w%ich, while the ficlds are open and common, the
farmers are by cruel neceflity tied down: ‘The bounty on the
-inland carriage of corn to Dublin has increafed tillage very
<onfiderably, but it has no where introduced any. other {y(-
tem. And to this extreme bad nianagement of adopting the
exploded pradtice of a century ago, inftead of turneps and
clover, itis owing, that Ireland, with a foil, acre for acre,
much better than England, has its produtts inferior,

But
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But keeping cattle of every fort, is a bufinefs fo much more
adapted to the lazinefs of the farmer, that it is. no wonder the
tillage is fo bad, Itis every where left to the cottars, or to
the very pooreft of the farmers, who are all utterly unable to
make thofe exertions, npon which alone a vigdrous culture of
the earth can be founded ; :and were it not for potatoes,
which neceffarily prepare for corn, there would not be half of
what we fee at prefent. While it is in fuch hands, no wonder
tillage is reckoned fo unprofitable ; profit in all undertakings
depends on capital, and is it any wonder that the profit thould
be fmall when the capital is nothing at all ? Every man that
has one gets into cattle, which will give him an idle, lazy,
fuperintendence, inftead-of an a&ive attentive one.

That the fyflem of tillage has improved very little, much as
it has been ‘extended jn the laft fourteen years, there is great
reafon to believe, from the véry fmall increafe in the import
of clover feed, which would have doubled and trebled, had
tillage got into the train it ought. This the follawing table
proves.

Import of Clover feed.

a Cwt. :
In the year 1764 — 2990
Y6y vt 708
1766 —_— 3654
WO T MY
1768 — 4476
1769 — 2483
NS \o ity
Average of feven years — 3349
4 1771 — 4082
27T A s d
1773 o 2820
1774 —_ 3085
L7395, e 3910
1776 — 4648
I b AR T
Average of fevenyears*. — — ’ 3927

® Taken fror: the Records of imports and exports kept by order of
she Houfe of Commons.

SECTION
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S B LD SO Nere Ve
Of the Tenantry of Ireland.

IT has been probably owing to the fmall value of land in
Ireland before, and even through a confiderable part of the
prefent century, that landlords became fo carelefs of the in-
terefts of pofterity, as readily to grant their tenants leafes for
ever. It might alfo be partly owing to the unfortunate civil
wars, and other inteftine divifions, which for fo long a fpace
of time kept that unhappy couatry in a ftate rather of devafta-
tion than improvement. When a caftle, or a fortified houfe,
and a family firong enough for a garrifon, were effentially ne-
ceflary to the fecurity of life and property among proteftants,
no man could occupy land unlefs he had fubftance for defence
as well as cultivation ; fhort, or even determinable tenures
were not encouragement enough for fettling in fuch a fituati-
on of warfare. To increafe the force of an eftate leafes for
ever were given of lands, which from their wafte flate were
deemed of little value. The pra&tice once become common,
continued long after the motives which originally gave rife to
it, and has not yet ceafed entirely in any part of the kingdom,
Hence, therefore, tenants holding large tra&s of land under
a leafe for ever, and which have been relet to a variety of
under-tenants, muft in this enquiry be .confidered as land-
lords.

The obvious diftintion to be applied is, that of the occupy-
ing and unoccupying tenantry : in other words, the real far-
mer, and the middle man. The very idea, as well as the
pratice, of permitting a tenant to relet at a profit rent, feems
confined to the diftant and unimproved parts of every empire,
In the highly cultivated counties of England the praice has
no exiftence, but there are traces of it in the extremities ; in
Scotland it kas been very common ; and I am informed that
the fame obfervation is parily applicable to France. In pro-
portion as any country becomes improved the praice necefla-
rily wears out,

It is in Ireland a queftion greatly agitated, whether the fyf-
tem has or has not advantages, which may yet induce a land-
lord 10 continue in it. ‘The friends to this mode of letting
lands contend, that the extreme poverty of the lower claffes
renders them fuch an infecure tenantry, that no gentleman of
fortune can depend on the leatt pun@uality in the payment of
rent from fuch people ; and therefore to let a large farm to
fome intermediate perfon of fubftance, at a lower rent, in or-
der that the prefit may be his inducement and reward for be-
coming a colle@or from the immediate occupiers, and anfwer-
able f%)r their pun@uality, becomes' neceflary to any perfon
who will not fubmit to the drudgery of fuch a minute attenti-
on. Alfo, that fuch a man will at feaft improve a fpot around

Vor.IL B his
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his own refidence, whercas the mere cottar can do nothing,
If the intermediate tenant is, or from the accumalation of fe-
veral farms becomes, a man of property, the fame argument
is applicable to his reletting to. another intermediate man, giv-
ing up a part of his profit to efcape that trouble, which induc-
ed 'the landlord to begin this fyftem, and at the fame time ac-
counts for the number of tenants, one under another, who
have all a profit out of the rent of the occupying farmer. In
the variety of converfations on this point, of which I have
partook in Ireland, I never heard any other arguments that
had the leaft foundation in the aQual ftate of the country; for
as to ingenious theories, which relate more to what might be,
than to what is, little regard fhould be paid to them.

That a man of fubftance, whofe rent is not only fecure,
but regularly paid, is in many refpe@s a more eligible tenant
than a poor cottar, or little farmer, cannot be difputed, if the
landlord looks no farther than thofe circumftances the queftion
is at an end, for the argument muft be allowed to have its full
weight even to vitory. But there are many other confidera-
tions: I was particularly attentive to every clafs of tenants
throughout the kingdom, and fhall therefore defcribe thefe
middle men, from whence their merit may be the more cafily
decided. Sometimes they are refident on a part of the land,
but very often they are not. Dublin, Bath, London, and the
country towns of Ireland, contain great numbers of them';
the merit of this clafs is furely afcertained ina moment ; there
cannot be a fhadow of a pretence for”the intervention of 2
man, whofe fingle concern with an eftate is to dedu a porti-
on from the rent of it. They are however fometimes refident
on a part of the Jand they hire, where it is natural to fuppofe
they would work fome improvements; it is however very
rarely the cafe. 1 have in different parts of the kingdom feen
farms jult fallen in after leafes of three lives, of the duration
of fifty, fixty, and even feventy years, 'in which the refidence
of the principal tenant was not to be diftinguithed from the
cottared ficlds furrounding it. [ was at firft much furprized at
this, but after repeated obfervation, I found thefe men very
generally were the mafters of packs of wretched hounds, with
which they wafted their time and money, and it is a notorious
fa@, that they are the hardeft drinkers in Ireland. Indeed
the.clafs of the finall country gentlemen, chiefly confiting of
thefe profit renters, feem at prefent to monoiolize that drink-
ing {pirit, which was, not many years ago, the difgrace of the
kingdom ‘at large: this I conje@ure to be the reaflon why

thofe who might improve are fo very far from doing it ; but

there arg &ill greater objeétions to them.

Living wpon the fpot, furrounded by thejr litle underte-
naats, they prove the moft opprefive fpecies of tyrant that
ever lent. afliftance to. the deftrulion of a ccuntry., They
selet-the land, at fhort tenures, to the occupiers of fmall farms;
and often give no leafes atall. Not fatisfied with ferewing

up

‘



T E'N'ANTT R Y. 19

up the rent to the uttermoft:farthing, they are rapacious and
relentlefs in the colle@tion of it. Many of them have defend-
ed themfelves in converfation with me, upon the plea of taking
their rents, partly in kind, when their undertenants are much
diftrefled : ‘¢ What,” fay they, * would the head landlord,
“¢ fuppofe hiin a great nobleman, do with a miferable cottar,
¢ ‘who, difappointed in the fale of a heifer, a few barrels of
¢ corn, or firkins of butter, brings his five inftead of his ten
guineas ? But we can favour him by taking his commodities
at a fair price, _and wait for reimburfement until the market
“ rifes. Can my lord do that ?** A very common plea, but
the moft unfortunate that could be ufed to any one whoever re+
marked that portion of human nature which takes the garb of
an Irith land jobber! For upon what iffue does this remark
place the queftion? Does it not acknowledge, that calling
for their rents, when they cannot be paid in cath, they take
the fubftance of the debtor at the very moment when
he can not fell it to anothe# ? Can it be neceflary to alk
what the price is? It is at the option of the creditor ;
and the miferable culprit meets his oppreflion, perhaps his
ruin in the very alion that is trumpeted as a favour to
him. It may feem harth to attribute a want of feeling to
any clafs of men ; but let not the reader mifapprehend me ;
it is the fituation, not the man, that I condemn. An injudici-
ous {yftem piaces a great number of perfons, not of any liberal
rank in life, in a ftate abounding with a variety of opportuni<
ties of oppreflion, every act of which is profitable to them-
felves. Tam afraid it is human nature for men to fail in fuch
pofts ; and I appeal to the experience of mankind, in other
lines of life, whether it is ever found advantageous to 2 poor
debtor to fell his produds, or wares, to his richer creditor, at
the moment of demand. 3 -

But farther ; the dependarce of the occupier on the refiden
middle man goes to other circumftances, perfonal fervice of
themfelves, their cars and horfes, is exacted for leading turf,
hay, corn, gravel, &c. infomuch that the poor undertenants
often lofe their own crops and tutf, from being obliged to
obey thefe calls of their fuperiors. Nay, Ihave even heard
thefe jobbers gravely affert, that without undertenants to fur~
nith cars and teams at half ot two-thirds the common price of
the country, they could carry on no improvements at all ; yet
taking a merit to themfelves for  works wrought out of the
fweat and ruin of a pack of wretches, afligned to their plua-
der by the inhumanity of the landholders. .

In a word, the cafe is reducible to a fhort compafs; in-
termedizte tenants work no improvements ; if non-refident
they cannot, and if refident they do not ; but they opprefs
the occupiers, and render them as incapable as they are
themfelves unwilling. The kingdom is an aggregate proof ‘of
thefe fa&ls ; for if long leafes, at low rents, and profit incomes

B 2 given,

“c
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given, would have improved it, Ireland had long ago been 2
garden. k remains to enquire, whether the landlord’s fecurity
1s a full recompence for fo much mifchief.

But here it is proper to obferve, that though the interme-
diate man is generally better fecurity than the little occupier ;
yet it is not from thence to be concluded, as I have often
heard it, that the latter is beyond all comparifon bencath
him in this refpe@: the contrary is often the cafe; and I
have known the fa&, that the landlord, difappointed of his
rent, has drowe (diftrained) the undertenants for it at a time
when they bad a&ually paid it to the middle man. If the
profit rent is {pent, as it very generally is in claret and hounds,
the notion of good fecurity will prove vifionary, as many a
landlord in Ireland has found it: feveral very confiderable
ones have affored me, that the little occupiers were the beff
pay they had on their eftates ; and the intermediate gentlemen
tenants by much the wor /.

By the minutes of the journey it appears, that a very confi-
derable part of the kingdom, and the moft enlightened land-
lords in 1t, bave difcarded this injurious fyftem, and let their
farms to none but the occupying tenantry ; their experience
has proved, that.the apprehenfion of a want of fecurity was
merely ideal, finding their rents much better paid than ever.
‘At the laft extremity, it is the occupier’s ftock which is the
teal fecurity of the landlord. It is that he diftrains, and finds
abundantly more valuable than the laced hat, hounds ard pif-
tols of the gentleman jobber, from whom he is more likely in
fuch 2 cafe toreceive a meffage, than a remittance.

And here let me obferve, that a defence of intermediate te-
nants has been founded vpon the circumftance of leflening the
semittance of abfentee rents ; the profit of the middle man was
{pent inIreland ; whereas upon his difmiffion the whole is re-
mitted to England. I admit this to be an evil, but it appears
to be in no degree proportioned to the mifchiefs T have dwelt
on, Itisalways to be remembered, that in the arrangement
of landed property, the produce is the great objeé ; the fyftem
of letting, which encourages moft the occupying tenant, will
always be the moft advantageous to the community. [think 1
have proved that the middle man oppreﬂ'es the cottar, incom-
parably more than the principal landlord ; to the one he is
ufually tenant at will, or at leaft under fhiort terms, but under
the other has the moft advantageous tenure. ‘This fingle
point, that the perfon moft favoured is in one inftance an idle
burthen, and in the other the induftrious occupier, fufficiently
decides the fuperiority. To look therefore at the rent, . after
it is paid, is to put the queftion on a wrong iffue ; the payment
of that rent, by means of ample produs, arifing from animared
indufiry, is the only point deferving attention ; and 1 had ra-
ther the whole of it fhould go to the antipodes, than exa& it
in 2 manner that fhall cramp that induftry, and leffen thofe
produéts. :

When
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When therefore it is confidered, that no advantages to the
eftate can arife from a nonerefident tenant, and. that a refident
intermediate one improves no miore than the poor occupiers
who are prevented by his oppreflions, that the landlord often
gains little or nothing in fecurity from employing them, but
that he fuffers a prodigious deduion in his rental for mere
expe&ations, which every bour’s experience proves to be de~
lufive. When thefe fa&s are duly weighed, it is prefumed,
that the genilemen in thofe parts of the kingdom, which
yet groans under fuch a fyftem of abfurdity, folly and oppref-
fion, will follow the example fet by fuch a variety of intelli-
gent landlords, and be deaf to the deceitful affeverations with
which their ears are aflailed, to treat the anecdotes retailed .
of the cottar’s poverty, with the contempt they deferve, when
coming from the mouth of a jobber; when thefe bloodfuckers
of the poor tenantry boaft of their own improvements, to open
their eyes and view the ruins which are dignified by fuch a
term, and finally determine, as friends to themfelves, to their
pofterity and their country, TO LET THEIR ESTATES TO
NONE BUT THE OCCUPYING TENANTRY,

Having thus defcribed the tenants that ought to be rejected,
let me next mention the circumftances of the occupiers. The
variety of thefe is very great in Ireland. Inthe North, where
the linen manufa@ure has fpread, the farms are fo fmall, that
ten acres in the occupation of one perfon is a laige one, five
or fix will be found a good farm, and all the agriculture of
the country fo entirely fubfervient to the manufa@ure, that
they no more deferve the name of farmers than the occupier
of a mere cabbage garden. In Limerick, Tipperary, Clare,
Meath and Waterford, there are to be found the greatelt
graziers and cow-keepers perhaps in the world, fome who rent
and occupy from 3o000l: to 10,000l. a year: thefe of courfe
are men of property, and are the only occupiers in the king-
dom, who have any confiderable fubftance. The cffes are
not fo beneficial as might be expe@ed. Rich graziers in
England, who have a little tillage, ufually manage it well,
and are in other refpe@s attentive to various improvements,
though it muft be confefled not in the fame proportion with
great arable farmers; but in Ireland thefe men are as errant
Qovens as the moft beggarly cottars. The rich lands of Lime-
tick are in refpe@ of fences, drains, buildings, weeds, &c,
in as wafte a ftate as the mountains of Kerry ; the fertility of
nature is fo little feconded, that few tra&s yield lefs pleafure
to the fpe@ator. From what I obferved, Iattributed this to
the idlenefls and diffipation fo general in Ireland. Thefe gra-
ziers are too apt to attend to their claret as much as their
bullocks, live expenfively, and being enabled, from the nature
of their bufinefs, to pafs nine-tenths of the year without any
exertion of induftry, contra@ fuch a habit of eafe, that works
of improvement would be mortifying to their floth. :

: a
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In the arable counties of Louth, part of Meath, Kildare,
Kilkenny, Carlow, Queen’s, and part of King’s," and Tip-
perary, they are much more induftrious. Tt is the nature of
tillage, to raife a more regular and animated artention to
bufinefs ; but the farms are too fmall, and the tenants too
poor, to exhibit any appearances that can firike an Englith tra-
veller. They bave a great deal of corn, and many fine wheat
crops ; but being gained at the expence and lofs of a fallow,
as in the open fields of England, they do not fuggeft the ideas
of profit to the individual, or advantage to the ftate, which
worfe crops in a well appointed rotation would do, ‘Their
manuring is trivial, their tackle and” implements wretched,
their teams weak, their profit fmall, and their living little bet-
ter than that of the cottars they employ. Thefe circumftances
are the neceflary refult of the {mallnefs of their capitals, which
even in thefe tillage counties do not ufually amount to a third
of what an Englith farmer would have to manage the fame
extent of land. The leafes of thefe men are ufually three
lives to proteftants, and thirzy-one years to catholics.

The tenantry in the more unimproved parts, fuch as Corke,
Wickiow, Longford, and all the mouncainous counties, where
it is part tillage, and part pafturage, are generally in a very
backward ftate. Their capitals are finaller than the clafs I
juft mentioned, and among them is chiefly found the pralice
of many peor cottars hiring large farms in partnerthip. They
make their rents by a little butter, a little wool, a little corn,
and a few young cattle and lambs. Their lands at extreme
low rents, are the moft unimproved, (mountain and bog ex-
cepted,) in the kingdom. They- have, however, more induf-
try than capital ; and with a very little management, might
be brought greatly to improve their butbandry. I think they
hold more generally from intermediate tenants than any other
fet ; one reafen why the land they occupy is in fo wafte a
ftate. In the mountainous traéts, I faw inftances of greater in-
duftry than in any other part of Ireland. Little occupiers, who
can get leafes of a mountain fide, make exertions in improve~
ment, which, though far enough from being complete, or ac-
curate, yet prove clearly what great effelts encouragement
would have among them,

In the King’s county, and alfo in fome other parts, I faw
many trafts of land, not large enough to be relet, which were
occupied under leafes for ever, very well planted and improv-~
ed by men of fubftance and induftry. -

The poverty, common among the fmall occupying tenantry,
may be pretty well afcertzined from their general condu& in
hiring a farm. They will manage to take one with a fum
furprizingly finall ; they provide iabour, which in England is
fo confiderable an article, by afligning portions of land to cot~
tars for their potatoe gardens, and keeping one or two cozv:

. or
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for each of them. To leffen the live ftock neceffary, they
will, whenever the neighbourhood enables them, take in the
cattle at fo much per month, or feafon, of any perfon that is
deficient in pafturage at home, or of any labourers that have no
land. Next, they will let out fome old lay for grafs potatoes
to fuch labourers; and if they are in a county where corn
acres are known, they will do the fame with fome corn land,
If there is any meadow on their farm, they will fell a part of
it as the hay grows. By all thefe means the neceflity of 2
full ftock is very much leffened, and by means of living them-
felves in the very pooreft manner, and converting every pig,
fowl, and even egg into cath, they will make up their rent,
and get by very flow degrees into fomewhat better circumftan-
ces. Where it is the cuftom to take in partnerfhip, the difi-
culties are eafier got over, for one man brings a few fheep,
another a cow, a third a horfe, a fourth a car and fome feed
¥Olat085, a fifth a few barrels of corn, and fo on, until the
arm among them is tolerably floeked, and bands upon it in
plenty for the labour.

But it is from the whole evident, that they are uncommon
mafters of the art of overcoming difficulties by patience and
contrivance. Travellers, who take a fuperficial view of
them are apt to think their poverty and wretchednefs, viewed
in the light of farmers, greater than they are.” Perhaps there
is an impropriety in confidering a man merely as the occupier
of fuch a quantity of land, and that inftead of the land, his ca-
pital fhould be the obje& of contemplation. Give the farmer
of twenty acres in England no more capital than his brother
‘in Ireland, and I will venture to fay he will be much poorer, for
ke would be utterly unable to go on at all. .

I thall conclude what T have to fay upon this fubje&, with
ftating, in few words, what I think would prove a very advan-
tageous condud in landlords towards the poor tenantry of
the kipgdom, and I thall do this with the greater readinefs,
as | fpeak not only as a pafling traveller, but from a year’s re-
fidence among feveral hundred tenants, whofe circumftances
and fituation I had particular opportunities of obferving.

Let me remark, that the power and influence of a refident
landlord is {o great in Ireland, that whatever {yftem he adopts
be it well or ill imagined, he is much more able to introduce
and accomplifh it than Englifhmen can well have an idea of ;
confequently, one may fuppofe him to determine more authsé~
ritatively than a perfon in 2 fimilar fitvation in this kingdom
could do. ‘The firt obje@, is a fettled determination never to
be departed from, to let his farms only to the immediate occu-
pier of the land, and to avoid deceit not to allow a cottar,
herdfman, or fteward, 1o have more than three or four acres
on any of his farms. By.no means to reje the litde oc-
cupier of a few acres from being a tenant to himfelf, rather,
than annex his land to a larger fpot. Having by this previous
ftep, eafed thefe inferior tenantry of the burden of the interme-

diate
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diate man, let him give out, and fteadily adhere to it, that
he fhall infift on the regular and pun&ual payment of his rent,
but fhall take no perfonal fervice whatever. The meaneft occu-
pier to have a leafe, and none fhorter than twenty-one years,
which I am inclined alfo to believe is long enough for his ad-
yantage. There will arife, in fpite of his tendernefs, a ne-
ceflity of fecuring a regular payment of rent: I would advife
kim to diftrain without favour or affe@ion, at a certain period
of deficiency. This will appear haith only upon a fuperficial
confideration. The objett is to eftablifh the fyftem, but it
will fall before itis on itslegs,” if founded on a landlord’s for-
giving arrears, or Permining them to encreafe. He need not
be apprehenfive, fince they, who can under difadvantages,
pay the jobber, can certainly pay the /landlord himfelf, when
freed from thofe incumbrances. At all events, let him perfift
ia this firmnefs, though it be the ruin of a few ; for he muft re-
member, that if he ruins five, he affuredly faves ten: he will,
it is true, know the fall of a few, but many with an interme-
diate tenant might be deftroyed without his knowing it. Such
a fteady regular condué would infallibly have its eﬁ"e&, in ani-
mating all the tenantry of the eftate to exert every nerve to be
pun&tual ; wkereas favour fhewn now and then would make
every one, the leaft inclined to remiffnefs, hope for its exerti-
on towards himfelf, and every partial good would be attended
with a diffufive evil ; exceptions however to be made for
very great and unavoidable misfortunes, clearly and undoubt-~
edly proved. ‘This ftern adminiftration on the one hand fhould
be accompanied on the other with every fpecies of encourage-
ment to thofe, who fhewed the leaft difpofition to improve ;
premiums fhould be given, rewards adjudged, difficulties
tmpothed, and notice taken, in the moft flattering manner,
of thofe whofe condu& merited it. 1 fhall in another part of
thefe papers point out, in detail, the advantageous fyftems ; it
i1s here only requifite 1o obferve, that whatever novelties
a landlord wifhes to introdyce, he fhould give feed gratis, and
be at 2 part cf the expence, promifing to be at the whole lofs,
if he is well fatished it is really incurred. From varions
obfervations I am convinced, that fuch a condu@® would very
rarely prove unfuccefsful. The profit to 2 landlord would be
unmenfe ; he would in the courfe of a leafe find his tenartry
paying a high rent, with greater eafe to themfelves, than they
_before yielded a low one.

A few confiderable landlords, many years ago, made the
experiment of fixing, at great expence, colonies of palatines on
their ettates. Some of them I viewed, and made many enqui-
ries. ‘The fcheme did not appear to me to anfwer. They had
houfes built for them ; plots of Jand affigned to each at a rent
of favour, affifted in ftock, and all of them with leafes for
lives from the head landlord. The poor Irifh are very rarely

WLkt a7 w2 o ' treated
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trested in this manner ; and when they are, they work much
greater improvements than common among thefe Germans ;
witnefs Sir William Ofborne’s mountaineers! a few beneficial
praices were introduced, but never travelled beyond their
own farms ; they were viewed with eyes too envious to allow
them to be patterns, and it was human nature that it fhould be
fo : but encourage a few of your own poor, and if their prac~
tices thrive they will fpread. I am convinced no country,
whatever ftate it may be in, can be improved by colonies of
foreigners, and whatever foreigner, as a fuperintendant of any
great improvement, afks for colonies 'of his own countrymen
to execute his ideas, manifefts a mean genius and but little
knowledge of the human heart ; if he has talents he will find
tools wherever he, finds men, and make the natives of, the
country the means of encreafing their own happinefs. Whate-
ver he does then, will live and take root ; but if effefted by
foreign hands, it will prove a fickly and fhort lived exotic ;
brilliant pethaps, for a time, in the eyes of the ignorant, but
of no folid advantage to the country that employs him.

SECTION VL
Of the Labouring Poor.

S UCH is the weight of the lower claffes in the great fcale
of national importance, that a traveller can never give too
much attention to every circumitance that concerns them ;
their welfare forms the broad bafis of public profperity ; it is '
they that feed, cloath, enrich, and fight the battles of all the .
other ranks of a community ; it is their being able to fupport
thefe various burthens without oppreflion, which conftitutes
the general felicity ; in proportion to their eafe is the firength
and wealth of nations, as public debility will be the certain
attendant on their mifery. Convinced that to be ignorant of
their ftate and fituation, in different countries, is to be defi-
cient in the firft rudiments of political knowledge. I have
upon every occafion, made the neceflary enquiries, to get the
beft information circumftances would allow me. What paffes
daily, and even hourly, before our eyes, we are very apt
entirely to overlook ; hence the furprizing inattention of va-
rious people to the food, cloathing, pofleflions and ftate of the
poor, even in their own neighbourhood ; many a queftion
have I put to gentlemen upon thefe points, which were not aa-
fwered without having recourfe to the next cabbin ; a fource
of information the more neceflary, as Ifound upon various oc-
cafions, that fome gentlemen in Ireland are infeSted with the
rage of adopting fyflems as well as thofe of England: with one
party the poorare all ftarving, with the other they are deemed
in a very tolerable fituation, and a third, who look with an
evil eye on the admisiftration of the Britith government, are
fond of exclaiming at poyerty and rags, as proofs of the cruel
: treats
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ment of Ireland. When truth is likely to be thus warped, 2
traveller muft be very circumfped to. befiewe, and very affidus

ous to jfee.
Rent o '
Places. cabbin ({ﬂd Cowos grafs | Cows per
garden. rent. Sfamily.
Dublin, 1- 8 o
Celbridge, 2 © o
Dolleftown, 2 ‘0 o
Summerhill, 1012
Slaine, 2 0 0|2 oo 2
Packenham, 1 10 © ‘
Tullamore, T R
Shaen Caftle, 1. Fg? ot SNEEED
Ballynakill, 1 o o 10 ©
Kilfaine, #1350 1
BargyandForth, |3 o o 1
Mount Kennedy, 210" 0 1
Kilrue, 1 10 0|1 10 ©
Hampton, 2 10 olt1 10 O© 2
Warrenftown, 1 10 o1 10 O
Lecale, ZTN29N0
Caftle Caldwell, 1 © o1 10°0 2
Longford, 1 10 of1 10 © all
Strokeftown, 1 o.ofr 2 o
Mercra, 1 o o|1 10 0
Moniva, 1 10 ©
Woodlawn, . 3
Limerick, 1 o o
Mallow, 1t 10 olz 2 o all
Dunkettle, 1 12 6
Coolmore, Sl )
Nedeen, s N SANT o (e Falo oo} >
Adair, 2 "5 "6
Caftle Oliver, 2 g A U
Tipperary, R IR oA ) ”
Ballycanvan, 1t 10 of1r 7 ©
Glofter, 1 10 ol1 § o
Johnftown, r ooflr o o
Derry, t 10 0ol1 10 o
Mitchel’s Town, | 1 10 o1 10 O
Average, 1 131011 18 3

From
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From the minutes of the journey it will be found, that there
is no determinate quantity of land . for the potatoe garden ;
it is ufually an acre ; fometimes half an acre, and fometimes
one acre and a half ; bur according 1o the foil; that quantity -
which is underftood (right or wrong) to be neceffary, is called
the garden, The grafs for a cow is for the green food only,
the cotter himfeif finds or buys hay. From the blanks in the
number of cows it is not to be implied that they have none, but
that the infermation was not received.

But it is neceflury here 1o explain the common cottar fyftem
of labour in Ireland, which much refembles that of Scotland
vntil very lately, and which was probably the fame all over
Eurcpe before arts and commecrce changed the face of it. If
there are cabbins on a farm they are the refidence of the cot-
tars, if there are none the farmer marks out the potatoe gar~
dens, and the labourers,” who apply t6 him on his hiring the
land, raife their own cabbins on fuch fpots ; in fome places
the farmer builds ; in others he only 2ffifts them with the roof,
&c, a verbal compaétisthen made, that the new cotter fhall,
have his potatoe garden at fuch a rent, and one or two
cows kept him at the price of the neighbourhood, he finding
the cows. He then works with the farmer at the rate of the
place, ufually fixpence halfpenny a day, a tally being kept (half
by each party) and a notch eut.for every day’s labour : at the
end of fix months, or a year, they reckon, and the balance is
paid, ‘The cotter works for himfelf as his potatoes require.

The ratesof L1 13 10
- And, It 3

Forming together 3 5 1

for milk and -potatoes appear to be very reafonable; if two
cows are kept, itis only 4l. 16s. 4d. from whence it is evident,
as far merely as this charge goes, there is no oppreffion upon
them which can ever amount to ftarving, In particular inftan-
ces, where there is much inhumanity in the greater tenants,
they are made to pay too high a rent for.their gardens; and
though the price, at which their cows are fupperted, may not
appear high, yet they may fo poorly kept as to make it very
unreafonable. I believe,. from what I faw, that fuch inftances
are not uncommon,

4 , >  POTATOES
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POTATOES.

o Expence | Produét| 71 \ Produce | Prime R‘:’
o per acre. | Barrels. Bf::dv walue. | coff. ;:::":

Dublin, 6s .
Celbridge, 100~ Ie5t0 8 oo
Dolleftown, 15150 60 |7 hisigols o f5126
Summerhill, i 8o 6 30
Slain Catle, 12 40| 64136 |11 40/4 0 4100
Headfort, 85 4100
Packenham, 10100 80 265 oo
Multingar to Tul-

lefpace, 6o
Tullimore, 6 oo
General Walfh, 2 ‘2756
Near Athy, 142 O 34 [t3 70lz 2
Ballynakill, 10;60] 60|46 36
Kilfaine, 5 40| 40
Profpe&, - 8o | 50
Ardmagh, 45
Warrenftown, 40
Shaen Caftle, 87
Ledy Hill, 7 70| 80 [ 40 |16 ooltio
North.of ditto, 8 56| 75|40 |15 oof2 of
Newton Limavad-

dy, 10 00
Florence court, 7 B 12 16 0]
Farnham, 13 o4| 60|76 |2z100]4 4
Longford, 120 | 80
erofe&own, 50 | 80 20 oo § 50
Mercra, 7 44| 7100 5 00
Weftpert, 5130 12 00
Holymcunt, 3150
Moniva, 50| 40 |10 oo
Wocdlawn, 60| 40 iz oo
Drumoland, ~ 100
Annfgrove, 1176
Mallow, 42
Dunkertle, 50 4150
Caftle Martyr, 6 40| 70| 30 |10100]1 9
Coolmore, 50
Adair, 6o | 80 |24 oo 6166
Caftle Oliver, 15 32} 150 | 40 |30 00|z O |4 100
Tipperary, 90 | 50 6 oo
Ballycanhvan, 6o
Furnefs, 14 00| 190 | 5o |15 0oz 9
Glofter, 11 52| 1001 34 |16134|z 3 |6 8ol
Johnftown, 11 06] 90} 40 |18 o002 5|7 co0
Derry, 35 4 50
Cullen, 10118 120 | 30 [18 oo|t 23{6 oo
Michelftown, 6 o7l 60|44 {13 colz 0
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Cunningbam Acre reduced,

POTATOES.
Price ; Rent
E. Produ&? Prod; Prime
Places. ,,,Z’Z',‘,’ Bt i B . g:::‘,‘,fl‘_
Ardmagh, 1]
Warrenftown, g1
Shaen Cattle, 112
Lefly Hill, 9 90j 103 | 40201107110
Ditto, 10120] 96 | 4 0|19 503 of
Englifp Acre Reduced.
Mallow, 67
Dunkettle, 8o e 2. G
Caftle Martyr, 9180f 112 | 3 o [16160[1 9
Coolmore, 8o
Averages, 1049 82|49 [16126]2 7%[5 10 2
A Egs R REE
byl B FL 52149 o 702745 86

Thefe tables together will enable the reader to have a pret-
ty accurate idea o% the expences at which the poor in Ireland
are fed. -The firft column is the total expence of an acre of
potatoes, the third is the price at which potatoes are bought
and fold, for feed, or food. The prime coft is the price
formed by the firft and fecond columns, being the rate at which
they are eaten by thofe who raife them. The laft column re-
quires rather more explanation to thofe who were never in that
country. There are a great many cabbins, ufually by the road
fide, or in the ditch, which have no potatoe gardens at all.
Ireland being free from the curfe of Englifh poor.laws, the
people move about the country and fettle where they will. A
wandering family will fix themfelves under a dry bank,
and with a few fticks, furze, fern, &c. make up a hovel
much worfe than an Englith pigftie, fupport themfelves how
they can, by work, begging and ftealing ; if the neighbour-
hood wants hands, or takes no notice of them, the hovel
grows into a cabbin. In my rides about Mitchelftown, I have
paffed places in the road one day, without any appearance of
a habitation, and next morning found a hovel, filled with a
man and woman, fix or eight children, and a pig. Thefe
people are not kept by any body as cottars, but are taken at
bufy feafons by the day or week, and paid in money, confe-
quently having no potatoe garden, they are neceffitated every
year, to hire a fpot of fome neighbouring farmer, and of the
preceding table, the laft column, is the reat per acre paffd

or
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for it. The cabbins in little towns are in the fame fitu-
ation.

1 think sl 1os.-2d. for liberty to plant a crop fo beneficial
to the land as potatoes, a very extravagant rent, and by no
means vpon a fair level with the other circumftances of the
poor, The prime coft of two fhillings and feven pence half-
penny per barrel, generally of twedty ftone, being equal to
about eight-pence the bufhel of feventy pounds, is not a high
price for the root, yet might it be much lower, if they gave
up their lazy bad method of culture, and adopted that of the
plough, for the average produce of three hundred twenty
eight bufhels, or eighty-two barsels per acre, compared with
crops in England, is perfe&ly infignificant, yet to gain this mi-
ferable produce, much old lay, and rincteen-twentieths of all
the dung in the kingdom is employed. A total alteration in
this point is therefore much ro be withed.

Relative to the cottar fyftem wherever it is found, it may
be obferved that the recompence for labour is the neans of Jiv-
ing. In England thefe are difpenfed in money, but in Ircland
in land or commodities. In the former country paying the poor
with any thing but money has been found fo oppreflive, that
various and repeated ftatutes have been made to prohibit it.
Is it to be confidered in the fame light in Ircland ? this is a
queftion which involves many confiderations. Firft let me re-
mark that the two modes of payment prohibited in England,
but common in Ireland, are not exa@ly the fame, though up-
on fimilar principles. In England it is the payment of manu-
faQuring labourers in neceflaries, as bread, candles, foap,
&c. Inlreland it is a quantity of land for the fupporf of a
labourer a year. ‘The former, it muft ftrike every one, is mors
open to abufe, involving more complex accounts than the lat-
ter. ‘The great queftion is, which {yftem is moft advantageous
to the poor family, the payment to be in land for potatoes and
milk, or in money, fuppofing the payment to be fairly made :
here lies the difcuffion.

On one hand the Irith labourer in every circumftance which
gives him any appearance of plenty, the poffeflion of cattle is
fubjefed to chances which muft be heavy in proportion to his
poverty ; ill fed cattle, we know from the experience of Eng-
tifh commons are very far from being fo advantageous'to a man
as they firlt feem ; accidents happen without a refource to
fupply the lofs, and leave the man much worfe than bim who -
being paid in money is independant of fuch events. But to
reverfe the medal, there appear advantages, and very great
ones by being paid in land, he has plenty of articles of the
utmoft importance to the fuftenance of 2 family, potatoes and
milk. Generally fpeaking the Irifh poor have a fair belly full
of potatocs, and they have milk the greateft part of the year.
What I would particularly infilt on here is the value of his
labour being food not money ; food not for himfelf only, but
for his wife and children. An Irifhman loves whilkey as well

S : as
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as an Englithman does ftrong beer ; but he cannot go on Sa-
turday night to the whikey houfe, and drink out the week’s
fupport of himfelf, his wife and his children, not uncommon
in the ale-houfe of tke Englithman. It may indeed be faid
that we fhould not argue againft a mode of payment becaufe
it may be abufed, which is very true, but we certainly may
reafon againft that which carries in its very princiFles the feed
of abufe. That the Irifhman’s cow may be ill fed is admit~
ted, but ill fed as it is, it is better than the no cow of the Eng-
lilhman ; the children of the Irifh cabbin are nourifhed with
milk, which, {mall as the quantity may be, is far preferable
to the beer or vile tea which is the beverage of the Englith
infant, for no where but in a town is milk to be bought. Far-
ther, in a country where bread, cheefe or meat are the com~
mon food, it is confumed with great ceconomy, and kept
under lock and key where the children can have no refort ;
but the cafe with potatoes is different, they are in greater
plenty, the children help themfelves ; they are fearce ever feen
about a cabbin-without being in the a& of eating them, it is
their employment all day long. Another circuméance not to
be forgotten, is the regularity of the fupply. The crop of
potatoes, and the milk of the cow is more regular in Ireland
than the price at which the Englithman buys his food. In
England complaints rife even to riots when the rates of provi-
fions are high; but in Ireland the poor have nothing to do
with prices, they depend not on prices, but erops of a vege-
table very regular in its produce. Attend the Englifh labour-
er when he is in ficknefs, he muft then have refort to his fav-
ings, but thofe will be nought among nine-tenths of the poor
of a country that have a legal dependance on the parith, which
therefore is the beft off, the Englifhman fupported by the pa-
rith, or the Irithman by his potatoe-bed and cow ?

Money I am ready enough to grant has many advantages,
but they depend almoft entirely on the prudence with which
it is expended. They know little of the human mind who
fuppofe that the poor man with his feven or eight fhillings on
a Saturday night bas not his temptations to be imprudent as
well as his fuperior with as many hundreds or thoufands a year.
He has his alehoufe, his brandy fhop, and fkittle ground, as
much as the other his ball, opera or mafquerade. Examine
the ftate of the Englith poor, and fee if faéts do not co-incide
here with theory ; do we not fee sumbers of half ftarved, and
half cloathed families owing to the fuperfluities of ale and
brandy, tea and fugar. An Irifhman cannot do this in any de-
gree, he can neither drink whifkey from his potatoes, nor milk
it from his cow.

But after all that can be faid on this fubje&, the cuftom
of both countries is confiftent with their refpeétive circumftan-
ces and fituations. When great wealth from immenfe bran-
ches of induftry has brought on a rapid circulation, and mucl;]of

what
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wkhat is commonly called luxury, the more fimple mode of
paying labour with'land can fcarcely hold. Tt does not, howe-
ver, tollow that the poor are in that refpe@ better off, other
advantages of a different kind attend the evils of fuch a fitua-
tion, among which, perhaps, the employment of the wife ar
all the children, are the greateft. In fuch a country, alfo
markets 2nd fhops will be eftablifhed in every corner, where
the poor may buy their neceflaries without difficulty ; but in
Ireland there are neither one nor the other; the labourer there
with his pay in his pocket would find nothing readily but
whifky. .

I have gone into this enquiry in order to (atisfy the peaple of
Ircland, that the mode there common of paying the labouring
poor is confitent with the fituation of the kingdom : whether
1t is good or bad, or better or worfe than that of England, it
is what will neceffarily continue until a great encreafe of nati-
onal wealth has introduced a more general circulation of mo-
ney, they will then have the Englith mode with its defes as
well as its advantages.

F O O D.

The food of the common Irith, potatoes and milk, bave
been produced more than once as an inftance of the extreme
poverty of the country, but this Ibelieve is an opinion embrac-
ed with more alacrity than refle@ion, T have heard it ftigma-
‘tized as being unhealthy, and not fufficiently nourithing for the
fupport of hard labour, but this opinion is very amazing in a
country, many of whofe poor people are as athletic in their
form, as robuft, and as capable of enduring labour as any
‘upon earth, The idlenefs feen among many when working
for thofe who opprefs them is a very contraft to the vigour and
4&ivity with which the fame people work when themfelves
alone reap the benefit of their labour. To what country muft
we have recourfe for a fironger inftance than lime carried by
little miferable mountaineers thirty miles on herfes backs to
the foot of their hills, and up the fteeps on their own. When
I fee the people of 'a country in fpite of political oppreffion
with well formed vigorous bodies, and their cottages fwarm-
ing with children ; when I fee their men athletic, and their
women beautiful, T know not how to believe them fubfifting
on an unwholefome food.

At the fame time, however, that both reafon and obferva-
tion convince me of the juftice of thefe remarks, 1 will candid-
ty allow that I have feen fuch an excefs in the lazinefs of
great numbers, even when working for themfelves, and fuch
an apparent weaknefs in their exertions when encouraged to
work, that I have had my doubts of the heartinefs of their
food. But here arife frefh difficulties, were their food ever fo
rourithing I can eafily conceive an habitual ina&ivity of ex-
ertion would give them an air of debility compared with a

more
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more induftrious people. Though my refidence in Ireland was
not long enough to become a perfeét mafter of the gueftion,
yer 1T EaVe employed from twenty to fifty men for feveral
months, and found their habitual lazinefs or weaknefs o great,
whether working by meafure or by day, that I am abfoluteiy
convinced 1s. 6d. and even 2s. a day in Suffolk or Hertford-
thire much cheaper than fixpence halfpenny at Mitcheltown ;
It would not be fair to confider this as a réprefentation of the
kingdom, that place being rematkably backward in every fpe-
cies of induftry and improvement ; but I am afraid this obfer-
vation would hold true in a lefs degree for the whole. But
is this owing to habit or food ? Granting their food to be
the caufe, it decides very little againft potatoes, unlefs they
were tried with good nourifhing beer inftead of their vile po-
tations of whifky. When they are encouraged, or animate
themnfelves to work hard, it is all by whifky, ‘which though it
has a notable effe® in giving a perpetwal motion to their
tongues, can haye but little of that invigorating fubftance
which is found in ftrong beer or porter, probably it has an ef-
fe@ as pernicious, as the other is beneficial. One circumftance
I thould mention, which feems to confirm this: T have known
the Irith reapers in Hertfordthire work as laborioufly as any of
our own men, and living upon potatoes which they procured
from London, but drinking nothing but ale. IFf theit bodies’
are weak I artribute it to whifky, not potatoes ; bat it is ftill 2
queftion with me whether their miferable working arifes from
any fuch weaknefs, or from an habitual lazinefs. ~ A friend of
mine always refufed Irithmen work in Surrey, faying his bailiff
could do nothing but fettle their quarrels.

But of this food there is one circumftance which muft ever
recommend it, -they have a belly full, and that let me 2dd is
more than the fuperfluities of an Bnglifhman leaves to his fa~
mily : let any perfon examine minutely into the receipt and
expenditure of an Englith cottage, and he will find that tea, fu-
gar and ftrong liquors, ¢an come only from pinched bellies. [
will not affert that potatoes are a better food than bread and
cheefe ; but I have no doubt of a bellyfull of the one being
much better than balf a bellyfull of the other ; ftill Jefs have I
that the milk of the Irithman is incomparably better thar the
fmall beer, gin, or tea of the Englifhman ; and this even for
the father, how much better muft it be for the poor infants ;
milk to them is nourifhment, is healtb, is life.

If any one doubts the comparative plenty, which attends
the board of a poor native of England and Ireland, let him at-
tend to their meals: the {paringne{t with which our lzbourer
eats his bread and cheefe 1s well known ; mark the Irifhman’s
potatoe bowl placed on the floor, the whole family upon their
hamis around it, devouring a quantity almoft incredible, the
beggar feating himfelf to it with a bearty welcome, the pig
taking his fhate as readily as xh(e: wife, the cocks, hens, kl'ur'

ies,
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kies, geefe, the cur, the cat, and perhaps the cow=—-and all
partaking of the fame difi. No man can often have been 2
witnefs of it without being convinced of the plenty, and I will
add the chearfulnefs, that attends it.

*Is it, or is it not a matter of confequence, for the great bo=
dy of the people of a country, to fubfit upon that {pecies of
food whicE is produced in the greateft quantity by the fmalleft
fpace of land ? One need only to flate, in erder-to anfwer the
queftion. It certainly is an obje& of the higheft confequence,
what in this refpeét is the comparifon between wheat or cheefe,
or meat and potatoes ? 4 ‘

The minutes of the journey will enable us to thew this.

No. 1. At Shaen caftle, Queén’s county, a barrel of pota-
taes lafts a family of fix perfons a week.

No. 2. At Shaen caftle, Antrim, fix people eat three bufhels,
and twenty pounds of oatmeal befides, in a week,
twenty pounds of meal are equal to one bufhel of
potatoes ; this therefore is a barrel alfo.

No. 3. Leflie hill, a barrel of four buthels fix perfonsa week.
No. 4. Near Giant’s caufeway, a barrel fix people eight
days.
No. 5. Caftle Ealdwell, a barrel of eighteen ftone fix people
a week, ¢
No. 6. Glofter, 2 barrel five perfons a week,
No. 7. Derry, five perfons eat and wafte two barrels a week.
No. 8. Cullen, twe barrels fix perfons 2 week,
Barrels. Perfons.  Days.
Nog = 1 — 6 == 7
2 = 1 = 6 - 7
3 bt Sl 2064 disnblll
4 ., — 1 — 6 — 8
5, A o S0 S S
Sl o= il e, SN
A s SRR ISR, S SR T/
8§ — 2 — 6 =~ 7

A barrel is twenty ftones, or two handred and eighty pounds,
which is the weight of four Englifh bufhels ; the average of
thefe accounts is nearly that quantity lafting a family of fix
people fix days, which makes a year’s food fixty barrels.
Now the average produce of the whole kingdom being eighty-
two barrels per acre, plantation meafure, one acre does rather
more than fupport eight perfons the year through, which is five
perfons to the Englith acre. To feed on wheat, thofe eight
perfons would require eight quarters, or two Irifh acres, which
at prefent, imply two more for fallow, or four in all.

When, however, I fpeak of potatpes and buttermilk being
the food-of the poor, the tables already inferted fhew, that in
fome parts of the north that root forms their diet but for a part

. . of
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of the year, much oatmeal and fome meat being confumed. 1
need not dwell on this, as there is nothing particular to attend
to in it, whereas potatoes, as the ftaple dependance, is a pecu-
liarity met with in no country butthe other parts of Ireland.

"CLOATMHTING

The common Irifh are in general cloathed fo very indiffe-
rently, that it imprefles every ftranger with a ftrong idea of
univerfal poverty. Shoes and ftockings are fcarcely ever found
on the feet of children of either fex ; and great numbers of
men and women are without them ; a change however, in this’
refpect as in moft others, is coming in, for there are many
more of them with thofe articles o? cloathing new than ten
years ago.

An Irifhman and his wife are much more folicitous to feed
than to cloath their children; whereas’in England it is fur-
prizing to fee the expence they put themfelves to, to deck out
children whofe principal fubfiftence is tea. Very many of them
in Ireland are fo ragged that their nakednefs is fcarcely cover-
ed ; yet are they in health and alive. As to the want of thoes
and ftockings I confider it as no evil, but a much more cleanly
cuftom than the beaftiality of ftockings and feet that are wath-
ed no oftener than thofe of oar own poor. Women are oftener
without fhoes than men; and by wathing their cloaths no
where but in rivers and ftreams, the cold, efpecially as they
roaft their legs in their cabbins till they are fire fpotted, muft
fwell them to a wonderful fize and horrid black and blue co-
lour always met with both in young and old. They ftand in
rivers and beat the linen -againft the great ftones found there
with a beetle. 4 ; f

Tremarked generally, that they were not ill drefled, of fun-
days and holidays, and that bldck or dark blue was almoft the
untverfal hue. ‘.

H A-B 3.1 A:Tol.0: N &,

The «cottages of the Irith, which are all called cabbins, are
the moft miferable lnoking hovels that can-well be conceived :
they generally confit of only one room: mud kneaded with
ftraw is the comaion material of the walls ; thefe are rarely
above {even feet high, and not always above five or fix ; they
are about two feet thick, and have only ‘a door, which lets in
light inftead of a window, and fhould let the {moak out inftead
ot a chimney, but they had rather keep it in: thefe two con~
veniencies they hold fo cheap, that I have feen them both ftop-
ped up in ftone cottages, built by improving landlords; the
{moak warms them, but certainly is as injurious to their eyes
as it is to the complexions (éf the women, which in general

2 ia
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in the cabbins of Ireland has a near refemblance to that of a
fmoaked ham, . -The number of the blind poor 1 think greater

there than in England; which is probably owing to this caufe.
The roofs of the cabbins are rafters, raifed from the tops of
the mud walls, and the covering varies ; fome are thatched with
ftraw, potatoe ftalks, or with heath, others only covered with
fods of turf cut from a grafs field ; and I have feen feveral
that were partly compofed of all tkree ; the bad repair thefe
roofs are kept in, a hole in the thatch being often mended with
turf, and weeds fprovting from every part, gives them the ap-
pearance of a weedy dunghill, efpecially when the cabbin is
not bailt with regular walls, but' fupported on one, or
perhaps on both fides by the banks of a broaddry ditch, the
roof then feems a hillock, upon which perhaps the pig grazes.
Some of thefe cabbins are much lefs and more miferable
bhabitations than 1 had ever feen in England. 1 was told they
were the worft in Connaught, but I fourd it anerror ; 1 faw
many in Leinfter to the full as bad, and in Wicklow, fome
worfe than any in Connaught. - When they are well roofed,
and built not of ftones, ill put together, but of mud, they
are much warmer, independently of fmoke, than the clay,
or lath and mortar cottages of England, the walls of which
are {o thin, that « rat hole lets in the wind to the annoyancedf
the whole family. ‘The furnitore of the cabbins is as bad
as the archite@ure ; in very many, confifting only of a pot for
boiling their potatoes, a bit of a table, and one or two broken
ftools ; beds are not found wniverfally, the family lying on
ftraw, equally partook of by cows, calves and pigs, though
the luxury of ftiesis coming in in Ireland, which excludes the
poor pigs from the warmth of the bodies of their mafler
and miftrefs ¢ I remarked little hovels of earth thrown up near
the cabbins, and in fome places they build their turf ftacks
hollow, in order to afford fhelter 1o the hogs. This is-a
general defcription, but the exceptions are very numerouss = 1
have been in a multitude of cabbins that had much efeful
furniture, and fome even fuperfluous; ¢hairs, tables, boxes,
cheft of drawers, earthen ware, and in fhort moft of the ar-
ticles found in a middling Englith cottage ; but upon enquiry,
1 very generally fourd that thefe acquifitions were ail made
within the laft ten years, a fure fign of arifing national prof-
perity. 1 think the bad cabbins and furniture the greateft in-
ftances of Irith poverty, and this muft flow from the mede
of payment for labour, which makes cattle fo valuable to the
peafant, that every farthing they can fpare is faved for their
purchafe ; from hence alfo refults another obfervation, which
is, that the apparent poverty of it is greater than the real;
for the houfe of a man that is mafter of four or five cows, will
bave fearce any thing but deficiencies ; nay, I was in the cab-
bins of dairymen and farmers, not fmall ones, whofe cabbins
were
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were not atall better, or better furnifhed than thofe of the poor-
eft labourer 1 before, therefore, we can attribute it to abfolute
poverty, we maft take into the account the cuftoms and inclina-
tions of the people. InEagland 2 man’s cattage will be filled
with fuperfluities before he pofleffes 2 cow. 1 think the compa-
rifoa much ia favour of the Irifhman ; a hog is a much mare
valuable piece of goods than a fet of tea things ; and though
bis faout in a crock* of potatoes is anidea not fo poetical as

Broken tea cups, wifsly kept for fhean,
Rang'd er the chimney, ghiflen’d in a row.

Yet will the cotter and his family, at Chriftmas, find the foli-
dli:y of it an ample recompgnce far the prnament of the
other. i

LIVE §TOOCK

In every part of the kingdom the common Irifh have all forts
of live ftock : the tables already inferted fhew this in refpect of
caws. 11ihould add here that pigs are yet more general, and
poultry in many parts of the kingdom, efpecially Leintter, are
in fuch quantities as amazed me, not only cocks and hens,
but alfo:geefe and turkies ; this is owing probably to three
circumftances ; firft, to the plenty of potatoes with which
they are fed ; fecondly, ta the warmth of the cabbins; and
thirdly, to the great quantity of fpomtaneous white clover
(erifolium repens) in almoft all the fields, which much exceeds
any thing we know in England ;- upon the feeds of this plant
the young poultry rear themfelves ; much is fold, but a confi-
derable portion eaten by the family, probably becaufe they
cannot find 2 market for the whole. Many of the cocks, hens,
turkies and geefe, have their legs tied together to prevent
them, from trefpaffing on the farmers grounds. Indeed all the
live ftock of the poor mar in Ireland is in this fort of thraldom ;
the horfes are all hopping about, the pigs have a rope of firaw
from around their necks ta their himiD legs. In the county of
down they have an ingenious contrivance for a fheep jult to
feed dowa the grals of a ditch, 2 rope with a ftake ar each
end, and the fheep tied to a ring; through which it paffes, fo
that the animal can mave from one end of the rope, to the
other, and eat whatever grows within two or three feet
of ity

* The iron pot of an Irifb cabbin.

PRICE
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PRICE or LABOUR.

PIacf:. g?;v:; Winter. (Z:;v Rife in Labour.
s. do}s. d.f d. %

Dublin, 10 |Twopence in 3oyears. -
Celbridge, 8
Kilcock, 1 8|08
Slaine, 1 2 ’ 7% |Threepence in 1o years.
Headfort, o9 7 :
Packenham, 1o 6 7% |None.
‘Tullamore, 8 4 5 |None.
Shaen Caftle, 10 6 7 |Very litde.
Carlow, 1 1 7 One-fifth in 20 years.
Kilfain, 104l 6 7 [Oae-fourth in 20 years.
‘Taghmon, t 3{10
Forth, 1 ojog | 6 |Altlein zoyears.
Profpe&, 10 5 Twopence in 20 years,
Mount Kennedy,] 10 8 One-third in 20 years.
Balbriggin, 8% [One-half in 20 years.
Marker-hill, 18 8 8 |Neardouble in 20 years,
Ardmagh, One fourth in 20 years.
Woarrenftown, 11 8 8 |A little.
Portaferry, 10 8 7
Shaen Caftle, 9 8 8% |One-third in 20 years.
Lefly Hill, 1 2 9 |Near double in 20 years.
Limmavady, 1 o 8 ] .
Innifhoen, 7 6 6% |None.
Clonleigk, ti0 6 |One-third in 20 years.
Mount Charles, 7 6 One penny in 20 years.
Caftle Caldwell, 7 7 7
Cattle Cool, t o 7 7
Belle Ifle, to| to |16~ ’
Florence Court, 8 6 8 |Twopence a day in20
Faroham, 1o 6 6 [years.
Strokeftown, 16 6 6 |None.
Ballyna, > 6 5 |One-fixth in 20 years.
Mercra, 8 g | 6
Sortland, 8 53
Killala, 6 4] 5% .
Weftport, -6 4 | 5 [|One-third in20 years.
Moniva, 6 5 One-fixth in zo years,

1 ;{nd board.

Drumolard,
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Places, z‘;?v:/;fi Winter, ' :::":{ Rife in Labour.
d. d. d. \ #
Drumoland, 6 6 6 None.
Doneraile, 18 63 6% One-third in 20 years,
Caftle Martyr, 8 6 6 One-third in ditto,
Nedeen, o 6 =6 6 One-third in ditto,
‘Tarbat, 6 6 6 One-penny in ditto,
Adair, 6 5 One-third in ditto,
Caftle Oliver, 6 5 6 Onc-penny a day in ditto.
Tipperary, 6 5 6 -
Curraghmore, | 6 5
Waterford, 61 6% | 63
Furaefs, 8 0 One penny a day.
Glofter, 6 One third in 20 years.
choftown, 8 61 5 Confiderable,
erry, 6% 5 None.
Caftle Loyd, (3] One penny a day.
Mitchel’s Town, 61 61 61 13d. a day in 5 years.
Average, 83 61 (33 1} in 20 years,

The rife is very near a fourth in twenty years; and it is remarkable that in
my Eafiern Tour through England (vol. 4. p. 338.) I found the rife of labour
one fourth in eighteen years; from which it appears, that the two kingdome,
in this refpeé, have been nearly on a par,

Car- | Ma- |Thas Y Car- | Ma- [That
Places, penter.| fon. |cher. ey peiiter | fon. |cher.
s.d. {s d.{s. d. s. d.fs. d.[s. d
Dublin, 23]2 o Drumoland, r 61t 6t o
Lutrel’s Town, 2312 o Donneraile, [ 61 6[1 o
Slaine, 202 o|t 6} Corke, 1 61 6{1 6
Packenham, 1 8]1 10 Nedeen, 1t 4 {1 4{t o
Shacns Caftle, 20l2 o Tarbat, ¢ 6|1 6]t o
Kilfain, 1341 3 Caftle' Oliver, 1 6l 6|5 o
Forth, 2 ol2 ofz o || Tipperary, 1 611 6|1 6
Profpeét, 20l2 oft o | Curraghmore, 1 9t glo 1o
MountKennedy, | 2 32 o Waterford, 2 02 olo 6
Market Hill, 2 2|1 10 Furnels, 2 0lz oft ‘6
Ardmagh, 22{2 o Glofter, 1 6|t 8
Shaen Caftle, 1 9)2 of3 6] Johnown, T 75t 73
Iimavady, 2 0l2 ofz o[ Derry, 1 61 6
Clonleigh, 2 0l2 ofs 1 | Cattle Loyd, t 81t 81 o
Mount Charles, | 2 3 |2 2|t 6 } Miichel’s Town, {5 6 {1 6/i o
Caftle Caldwell, 20/s 10|t 6 e f e |
Floreoce Court, 191 9fr 1 Average, 1 9}t 9fi 3
Faroham, 2212 201 6 S Sl FERR T VY
Strokeflown, 2elz Ot o When it is confidered that common
Ballynegh, T 411 1011 O h tabour in Ircland is but little mote than
Mercra, v 61 711 7% [l 5 third of what it is in England, it
]s(‘."rltllalnd' 6 1 g may appear extraordinary that artizana
Wle.?l . H ¢ P O11 &1l are paid nearly, if not full, as high
potty 3941 710 10 {5 that kingdom,
Moniva, 1741 7|1 4
1 And beard,

OPPRES-
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OPPRESSION

Before T conclude this article of the common labouring poor
in Ireland, I muft obferve, that their happinefs depends not
merely upon the payment of their labour, their cloaths, or
their food ; the fubordination of the lower clafles, degene«
rating into oppreffion, is not to be overlooked, The poor in
all countries, and under all governments, are both paid
and fed, yet is there an infinite difference between them in
different ones. T'his enquiry will by no means turn out fo fa-
vourable as the preceding articles. It muft be very apparent
10 every traveller, through that country, that the labourin
poor are treated with harfhnefs, and are in all refpe@s fo little
confidered, that their want of impertance feems a perfe
centraft to their fituation in Enagland, of which country, com-
paratively fpeaking, they reign the fovereigns. The age has
tmproved fo tnuch in humanity, thar even the poor Irifh have
experienced its influence, andare every day treated better and
better ; but {&ill the remnant of the old manners, the abomi-
hable diftin@ion of religion, united with the oppreflive condy&
of the little country gentlemen, or rather vermin of the king-
dom, who never were out of it, altegether bear fill very hea~
vy on the poor people, and fubje& them to fituations more mor-
tifying than we ever behold in England. The landlord of an
Frifh eftate, inhabited by Roman catholics, isa fort of defpot
who yields obedience in whatever concerns the poor, to no law
but that of his will. To difcover what the liberty of a pee-
ple is, we mult live among them, and not lock fer it in the
ttatates of the realm : the language of written law may be that
of liberty, but the fituation of the paor may fpeak no language
but that of flavery ; there is too much of this contradiflion
in Ireland ; a long feries of oppreflions, aided by many very
ill judged laws, have brought landlords into a habit of ex-
erting a very lofty fuperiority, and their vaffals info that of an
elmoft unlimited fubmiffion : {peaking a language that is defpif-
ed, profeffing a religion that is abhorred, ard being difarmed,
the poor find themfelves in many cafes flaves even in the bofom
of wuritten liberty, Landlords that have refided much abread,
are ufually humane in their ideas, but the habit of tyranny
naturally contratts the mind, fo thateven in this polifhed age,
there are inftances of a fevere carriage towards the poor, which
15 quite unknown in England.

A landlord in Ireland can fearcely inventan order which a
fervant, labourer, or cottar dares to refufe to execute. Nothing
fatisfies him but an unlimited fubmiffion. Difrefpe& or any
thing tending towards faucinefs he may punith with his cane
or his horfewhip with the moft ‘perfett fecurity, a poor man
would have his bones broke if he offered to lift his hand in his

g owa
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own defence. Knocking down is fpaken of in the country ia
a manner that makes an Englifh man ftare, Landlords of con-
fequence have aflured me that many of their cottars would
think themielves honoured by having their wives and daugh-
ters fent for to the bed of their mafter ; a mark of flavery that
roves the oppreffion under which fuch people muft live. Nay,
fhave heardPnnccdotes of the lives of Reople being made free
with without any apprehenfion of the jultice of a jury. But let
it not be jmagined that this is common ; formerly it happened
every day, but law gains ground. It muit ftrike the moft care-
lefs traveller to fee whole ftrings of cars whipt into a djtch by
a gentleman’s footman to make way for his carriage ; if they
are overturned or broken in pieces, no matter, it is taken in
patience, were they to complain they would perhaps be horfe-
whipped. The execution of the laws lies very much in the
hands of juftices of the peace, many of whom are drawn from
the moft illiberal clafs in the kingdom. If 3 poor man lcdges
2 complaint againft a gentlemap, or any animal that chufes to
call itfelf a gentleman, and the juftice iffues out a fummons
for his appearance, it is a fixed affront, and he will infallibly
be called our. Where MaANNERS are in confpiracy againft
Law, 10 whom are the opprefied people to have recourfe ? It
is a fa@ that a poor man having a conteft with a gentleman
muft—but I am talking nonfenfe, they know their fituation 100
well to think of it ; they can have no defence but by means of
proteion from ene gentleman againft another, who probably
protetts his vaffal as he would the fheep he intends to eat.

The colours of this picture ar€ not charged, | To affert that
all thefe cafes are common, would be an exaggeration; but
to fay that an unfeeling landlord will do all shis with impunity
is to keep ftrily to tryth: and what is libersy but a farce,
and a jeft if 1ts bleflings are received as the favour of
kindnefs and humanity, inftead of being the inheritance of
RIGHT ?

Confequences have flowed from thefe oppreflions which
ought long ago to bave put a ftop te them. In England we have
heard much of whiteboys, fteclboys, oakboys, peep-of-day-
boys, &c. But thefe various infurgents are not to be con-
founded, for they are very different. ~ The proper diftin&ion in
the dilcontents of the people is into proteftant and catholic.
All but the whiteboys were among the manufatturing proteft-
ants in the north. The whireboys catholic labourers in the
fouth: from the beft intelligence I could gain, theriots of the
manufacturers had no other foundation, but fuch variations in
the manufa@ure as all fabrics experience, and which they had
themfelves known and fubmitted to before. The cafe, how-'
ever, was different with the whiteboys ; who being labourin
catholics met with al} thofe oppreflions I have defcribed, an
would probably have continued in full fubmiffion had not very
{evere teapment in refped of tythes ugited with a great fpecu-

\ lative
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lative rife of rents about the fame time, hlown up the flame of
refiftance ; the atrecious ats they were guilty of made them
the obje&t of general indignation, afts were paffed for their pu-
nithment, which feemed calculated for the meridian of Barbary;
this arofe to fuch a heighr, that by one they were to be hanged
under certain circumftances without the common formalities of
a trial, which though repealed the following feflions marks the
fpirit of punifhinent ; while others remain yet the law of the
land, that would if cxecuted tend more to raife than quell an
infurreGtion. From all which' it is manifeft that the gentlemen
of Ireland never thought of a radical cure from overlooking
the real caufe of the difeafe, which in fa@ lay in themfelves,
and not in the wretches they doomed to the gallows. Let
them change their own conduét intirely, and the poor will not
long riot. Treat them like men who ought to be as free as
yourfelves: put an end to that fyftem of religious perfecutioh
which for feventy years has divided the kingdom againft itfelf ;
in thefe two circumftances lies the cure of infurre@ion, perform
them completely, and you will have an affe@ionate poor, in-*
ftead of opprefled and difcontented vaffals.

A better treatment of the poor in Ireland isa very material
point to the welfare of the whole Britifh empire. Events may
happen which may convince us fatally of this truth—If not,
oppreffion muft have broken ali the fpirit and refentment of
men, By what policy the government of England can for fo
many years have permitted fuch an abfurd frftem to be marur-
¢d in Ireland, is beyond the power of plain fenfe to difcover.

EMIGRATIOTNS

Before the American war broke, the Irith and Scotch emi-
grations were a conftant fubje& of converfation ‘in England,
and occafioned much difcourfe even in parliament. The com-
mon obfervation was, that if they were not ftopped, thofe
countries would be ruined, and they were generally attributed
10 a great rife of rents. Upon going over to Ireland I deter-
mined to omit no opportunities of difcovering the canfe and
extent of this emigration, and my information, as may be feen
in the minutes of the journey, was very regular. T have only
a few general remarks to make on it here.

The fpirit of emigrating in Ireland appeared to be confined
to two circumftances, the prefbyterian religion, and the linen
manufa@ure. I heard of very few emigrants except among
manufafturers of that perfuafion. The catholics never went,
they feem not only tied to the country but almoft to the
parith in which their anceftors lived. ~As to the emigra-
tion in the north, it was an error in England to fuppofe it
a novelty which arofe with the increafe in rents. ‘The contra-
#y was the fa&, it had fubfifted, perhaps, forty years, infomt}llch

that
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that at the ports of Belfaft, Derty, &c. the paffenger trade as
they called it, had long been a regular branch of commerce,.
which employed feveral fhips, and confitted in carrying people
to America. ‘The increafing population of the country made
it an increafing trade, but when the linen trade was low, the
pafenger trade was always high. At the time of Lord Donne-
gall’s letting his eftate in the North the linen bufinefs fuffered
a temporary decline, which fent great numbers to America,
and gave rife to the error that it was occafioned by the in-
creafe of his rents: the fact, however, was otherwife, for
great numbers of thofe who went from his lands a&ually fold
thofe leafes for confiderable fums, the hardfhip of which was
fuppofed to have driven them to America. Some emigration,
therefore, always exifted, and its increafe depended on the
fluuations of linen ; but as to the effed, there was as mnch
error in the conclufions drawn in England as before 1n the

cau{é,

t is the misfortune of all manufatures worked for a foreign.
market to be upon an infecure footing, periods of declenfion
will come, and when in confequence of them great numbers of
people are out of employment, the beft circamftance is their
enlifting in the army or navy; and it is the common refult
but unfortunately the manufadure in Ireland (of which I fhall
have occafion to fpeak more hereafter), is not confined as it
ought to be to towns, but {preads into all the cabbins of the
country. Being half farmers, half manufaturers, they have
too much property in cattle, &c. to enlilt when idle ; 1if they
convert it into cath it will enable them to pay their paffage to
America, an alternative always chofen in preference to the mi-
litary life. ‘The confequence is, that they muft live without
work till their fubftance is quite confumed before they will en~
fit. Men who are in fuch a fituation that from various caufes
they can not work, and won’t enlift, thould emigrate, if they
ftay at hoine they muft remain a burthen upon the community ;
emigration thould not, therefore, be condemned in ftates {o ill
governed as to poffefs many people willing to work, but with- -
out employment.

§ E QT Y OHN VII,
Of Religion.

) t

T HE hittory of the two religions in Ireland is too generally
known to require any detail introdu@ory to the fubjett.

The confli®t for two centuries occafioned 2 fcene of devaftati-
on and bloodihed, till 'at laft by the arms of King William
the decifion left the uncontrouled power in the hands of the
proteltants, The landed property of the kingdom had been
greatly
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greatly changed in the periad of the reigns of Elizabeth and
James 1. Still more under Cromwell, who parecelled out
an immenfe proportion of the kingdom to the officers of his
army, the anceftors of great nymbers of the prefent poffef-
fors : the colonels of hif regiments left eftates which are now
cight and ten thoufand a year, and I know feveral gentlemen
of twa and three thoufand pounds a year at prefent which
they inherited from captains in the fame ferviee. The laft for-
feitures were incurred in that war which firipped and banifhed
James 1. Upon the whole nineteen-twentieths of the king-
dom changed hands from catholic to proteftant. The lineal
defcendants of great families, once poffefled of vaft property,
are new to be found all over the kingdom in the loweft fitua-
tion, working as cottars for the great great grandfons of men,
many of whom were of no greater account in England than
thefe poer labourers are at prefeat on that property which
was once their own. So entire ap overthrow, and change of
landed poffeflion, is within the period to be found in fcarce any
country in the world. In fuch great revolutions of preperty
the ruined proprietors have ufually been extirpated or banifh-
ed ; but in Ireland the cafe was otherwife : families were fo
numerous and fo united in clans, that the heir of an eftate
was always koown ; and it is a fa& that in moft parts of the
kingdom the defcendants of the old land owners regularly
tranfmit by teftamentary deed the memorial of their right to
whofe eftates which onee belonged to their families. From
hence it refults that the queftion of religion has always in Ire-
land been intimately conne€ted with the right to and poffeffion
of the Janded property of the kingdom ; and has probably
received from this fource a degree of acrimony, net at all
wapting to influence the fuperftitious prejudices of the human
mind,

Fluthed with fuccefs afier the viory of the Boyne, and
animated with the recolte€tion of recent injuries, it would not
have been furprizing if the triumphant party had exceeded the
boynds of moderation towards the ¢atholic, but the amazing
circumftance is that the great category of perfecuting laws
was not framed during the life of that monarch who wifely
was a friend to toleration: if ever fuch a fyftem as would
crufh the minds of a conquered people iato a flavifh fubmiffi-
on was neceffary, it muft have Eeen under that new, and in
many refpets weak eftdblithment, when the late confli® might
bave been an apparent juftification: but why fuch a fyftem
fhould be embraced fix or feven years after the death of King
‘William is not fo eafy to be accounted for.

By the laws of difcovery as they are called : .

1. The whole body of Roman eatholics are abfolutely dif~
armed.

2. ‘They are incapacitated from purchafing land.

3. The entails of their efiates are broken, and they gavel
among the children.

4 If
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4 If one child abjures that religion, he inherits the whole
eftate, though he is the youngeft. ’ ;

5. If the fon abjures the religion, the father has no power
over his eftate, but becomes a penfioner on it in favour of
fuch fon. b

6. No catholic can wake a leafe for more than thirty-one

ears.
- 7. Tf the rent of uny catholic is 1efs than two-thirds of the
full improved value, whoever difcovers takes the benefit of the
leafe.

8. Priefts who celebrate mals to be tranfported, and if they
retura to be hanged. :

9.'A catholic having a horfe in his poffeflion above the
value of five pounds, 1o forfeit the fame to the difcoveérer.

10. By 2 conftru®ion of lord Hatdwick’s, they are incapa-
citated from lending money on morrgage *,

The preceding catalogue is very imperfet, but here is an
exhibition of oppreflion fully fuficient. The great national
obje@s in framing laws againft the profeflion and practice of
any religion, may be reduced to three heads. 1ft. The pro-
pagation of the dominant faith. 2d. Internal ecurity. 3d. Na-
tional profperity ¢ the faireft way to judge of the laws of Ire-
tand will be to enquire how far they have anfwered any or all
of thefe ends. :

That it is a defirable obje@ in fome refpedts to have a pes-
ple if not all of oné¢ perfuafion, at lealt in good friendthip
and brotherhood, as to religion, is undeniable, Though I
think there are reafons againft wifhing 2 whole kingdom to
profefs only one fimilar faith. - ¥t excludes a variety of difqui-
fitions which exercife and animate the talents of mankind ; it
encourages the priefts of the national religion to a relaxation
of their ftudies, their ativity and even their morals, and tends
to introduce a lazy, wretched, vicious, and ignorant clergy :
it is oppofition and contraft that fharpen the wits of men,

But waving thefe obje&ions, and corfidering the queftion
only ina political view, Iadmit that fuch a fimilarity of wor-
fhip as is followed by laws equal to the whole community to
be an advantage, let us therefore examine whether the Irith
intolerant laws bave had the effett or not.

That they have leffened the landed property in the hands of
the catholics is certain; their violence could not have had
any other effect, but not, however, to Yuch a degree as might
bave been imagined. There are principles of homour, religi-
on, and ties of blood too powerful for tyrannic laws to ovet-
come, ard which have prevented their full effe. I am not
convinced that the converfion of the land owners while all
the rabble rétained their religion, wus an advantage to the

kingdom,

* Some mitigation of thofe penal lawws bas taken place, by an acl of
the legifiature in 17983, in fuvour of thefe wwho take and fubferibe an
vath framed on the occafion.
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kingdom. Great poffeflions gave thofe landlords an intereft in
the public welfare ; which in emergencies of danger might
induce them to ufe their influence to keep their dependants
quiet ; but when none are connefed with them richer than
themfelves, and the whole party confifting of a poor and half
ruined peafantry, and priefts almoft as poor as themfelves,
what tie, or what call is there upon them to refirain the dic-
tates of refentment and revenge ? At this day the beft fubje@ts
among the catholics, and many there are very much to be de-
pended on, notwithftanding all their oppreflions, are the men
of landed property : how impolitic to with to leflen the num-
ber ! to be defirous of cutting off two millions of peafantry
from every poffible conne@ion that can influence their fubmif-
fion. The fame obfervation is applicable to mortgages, and
in fhort to all inveftments of money within the kingdom.
Surely the obedience of a man who bas property in the realm
is much fecurer than if all he is worth is in the Englifh or
Dutch funds t While property lay expofed to the pralices of
power, the great body of the people who had been ftripped
of their all were more enraged than converted : they adhered
to the perfuafion of their forefathers with the fteadieft and
moft determined zeal ; while the priefts a@tuated by the fpirit
of a thoufand inducements, made profelytes among the com-
mon proteftants in defiance of every danger. And the great
glaring faét yet remains, and is even admitted by the warm-
eft advocates for the laws of difcovery, that the eftablifhed re-
ligion has not gaired upon the catholic in point of numbers,
but on the contrary that the latter bave been rather on the in-
creafe. Public lifts have been returned in the feveral diocefes
which confirm this fa& ; and the intelligence I received on my
Jjourney fpoke the fame language. y

Now as it is the great body of the common people that form
the ftrength of a country when willing fubjeéts, and its weak-
nefs when ill-affeed, this fa& is a decifion of the queftion :
, after feventy years undifturbed operation, the fyftem adopted
in Queen Anne’s reign has failed in this great end and aim ;'
and meets at this day with a more humerous and equally de-
termined body of catholics as it had to oppofe when it was
firft promulgated. Has not the experience of every age, and
every nation proved that the effe@ is invariable'and univerfal ?
Let a religion be what it may, and uader whatever circum-
ftances, no fyftem of perfecution ever yet had any other effect
than to confirm its profeflors in their tenets, and fpread their
doftrines inftead of reflraining them. Thus the great plea of
the Roman catholic priefts, and their merit with their congre-
gations are the dangers they hazard; and the perfecutions
they fuffer for the fake of their faith; arguments that ever
had and ever will have weight while hunan nature continues
formed of its prefent materials.

The quettion of internal fecurity is decided almoft as foon as
named : the fubmiffion of the catholics is yet felt to be fg

mug



RELIGION 4

much conftrained that no idea has been formed, tkat their be-
ing trufted with arms is confiftent with the fafety of the king-_
dom. Laws founded in the very fpirit of perfecution, and
receiving an edge in their operation from the unlimited power
afflumed by the proteftant landlord, are ftrangely calculated to
conciliate the affection, or fecure the loyalty of a people.
All the emotions of the heart of man revolt at fuch an idea,
It wasthe opinion of a vaft majority of the gentlemen I con-
verfed with on the fubje&, that no people could be worfe af-
fefted ; all Ireland knows and agrees in the fa, nay, the ar-
guments for a continuation of the laws, of difcovery are found-
ed on the principle, that the lower claffes of the catholics
are not to be trufted. Is not this declaring that the difarmed,
difgufted multitude, have not loft in their misfortunes the im-
portance of their numbers ? The fears of an invafion fpeak
the ftrength of the cppreffed, and the extent of the oppreflion.

The difturbances of the whiteboys, which lafted ten years
in fpite of every exertion of legal power, were in many cir-
cumftances very remarkable, and in none more fo than the fur-
prizing intelligence among the infurgents where ever found : it
was univerfal, and almoft inftantaneous: the numerous bodies
of them at whatever diftance from each other feemed ani-
mated with one foul ; and not an inftance was known in that
long courfe of time of a fingle individual betraying the caufe ;
the fevereft threats, and the moft fplendid promifes of reward
had no other effect but to draw clofer the bands which con-
ne@ted a multitude, to all appearance fo defultory. It was
then evident that the iron rod of oppreflion had been far
enough from fecuring the obedience, or cruthing the fpirit of
the people. And all refle(ting men who confider the value of
religious liberty, will with it never may have that effect; will
truft in the wif{dom of Almighty God for teaching man to re-
fpect even thofe prejudices of his brethren thatare imbibed as
facred rights from their earlieft infancy, that by dear bought
experience of the futility and ruin of the attempt, the perfe--
cuting fpirit may ceafe, and ToLeraTiON eftablith that
harmony and fecurity which fourfcore years experience has
told us is not to be purchafed at the expence of "HuMa-
NiTy |

But if thefe exertions of a fucceffion of ignorant legiflatures
have failed continually in propagating the religion of govern-
ment, or in adding to the internal fecurity of the kingdom,
much more have they failed in the great obje@ of national
profperity.  The only. confiderable manufalure in Ireland
.which carries in all its parts the appearance of induftry is the
linen, and it ought never to be forgotten that this is folely
confined to the proteftant parts of the kingdom ; yet we may
fee from the exanple of France and other countries that there
is nothing in the Roman catholic religion itfelf that is incom-
patible with manufa@uring induftry.  The poar catholics }iln
2 - J the
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the fouth of Ireland fpin wool very generally, but the phr-
chafers of their labour, and the whole worited trade is in the
bands of the quakers of Clonmell, Catrick, Bandon, &c.
The fa@t is, the profeffors of that religion are under fuch dif-
couragements that they canndt engage in any trade which
requires both induftry and capital. If they fucceed and make
a fortune what are they to do with it ? They can neither buy
land, nor take a mortgage, nor even fine down the rent of a
leafe. Where is thete a people in the world to be found in-
duftrious under fuch a circumftance ? But it feems to be the
meaning, with, and intent of the difcovery laws, that none
of them fhould ever be rich. 1tis the principle of that fyf=
tem that wealthy fubje@s would be nuifances, and therefore
every means is taken to reduce, and keep them to a ftate of
povertg. If this is not the intention of the laws theyare the
moft abominable heap of felf-contradi®ions that ever were if-
fued in the world. They are framed in fuch 4 manner that no
catholic fhall have the inducement to become rich. But if in
fpite of thefe laws he fhould atcidently gain wealth, that the
whole kingdom fhould not afford him 2 poffibility of invefting
it. Take the laws and their execution into one view, and
this ftate of the cafeis fo trug, that they a&ually do not feem
to be fo much levelled at the religion, as at the property that
is found in it. By the law a prieft is to be tranfported and
hanged for reading mafs, but the mafs is very readily left to
them with impunity. Let the fame prieft, however, makea
fortune by his mafs, and from that moment he is the obje& of
perfecution. The domineering ariftocracy of five hundred
thoufand proteftants feel the fweets of having two milliens of
flaves ; they have not the leaft objeétion to the tentts of that
religion which keeps them by the law of the land in fubjei=
on 3 but property and flavery are too incompatible to live to-
gether, Hence the fpecial care taken that no fuch thing fhould
arife among them. y

I mult be free to own that"when I have heard gentlemen
who have favoured the laws as they now ftand, utge the dan
gerous tenets of the church of Rome, quote the cruelties
which have difgraced that religion in Ireland, and led them
into the commion routine of declamation on that fide the quef-
tion ; (Lcannot call it argument, for T never yet heard any
thing that deferved 1he name) when 1 have been a witnefs to
fuch converfations I could not but fmile to fee fubfcriptions
handed about for building a mafs houfe, at the very time that
the heavielt vengeance of the law fully executed fell on thofe
who poffefled a landed property, or ventured a mortgage up-
on it.

Ic is no fuperficial view T'have taken of this matter in Ire-
land, and being at Dublin at the time a very trifling part of
thefe laws was agitated in parliament, I attended the debates,
with my mind open to convi@ion, and auditor for the niere

: purpofe
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purpofe of information : I have converfed on the fubje& with
fome of the moft diltinguifhed charaers in the kingdom, and
I cannot after all but declare that the fcope, purport, and aim
of the laws of difcovery as executed are not againft the ca-
tholic religion which increafes under them, but againft the
induftry, and property of whoever profeffes that religion.
In vain has it been faid, that confequence and power follow
property, and that the attack is made in order to wound the
doétrine through its property. If fuch was the intention, I
reply, that feventy years experience prove the folly and futili-
ty of it. Thofe laws have crufhed 2ll the induftry, and wreft-
ed moft of the property from the catholics ; but the religion
triumphs ; it is thought to encreafe. Thofe who have hand-
ed about calculations to prove a decreafe, admit on the face
of them that it will requite FOUR THOUSAND YEARS 1O
make converts of the whole, fuppofing that work to go on in
future, as it has in the paft time. But the whole pretence is
an affront to commen fenfe, for it implies that you will leflena
religion by perfecuting it : all hiftory and experience condemn
fach a propofition.

The fyftem purfued in Ireland has had no other tendency
but that of driving out of the kingdom all the perfonal wealth
of the catholics, and prohibiting their indufiry within it.
The face of the country, every objett in fhort which prefents
itfelf to the eye of.a traveller, tells him how effetually this
has been done. T urge it not as an argument, the whole
kingdom fpeaks it as a fa&. We have feen that this condu®
has not converted the people to the religion of government ;
and inftead of adding to the internal fecurity of the realm it
has endangered it, if therefore it does not add to the national
profperity, for what purpofe but that of private tyranny could
it have been embraced and perfitted in 2 Miftaken ideas of pri-
vate intereft account for the a&ions of individuals, but what
could have influenced the Britifh government to permit a fyftem
which muft inevitably prevent the ifland from ever becoming
of the importance which nature intended.

Relative to the national welfare it muft appear extremely
evident to the unprejudiced, that an ariftocracy of five hun-
dred thoufand proteftants, cruthing the induftry of two millions
of poor catholics, can never advance the public intereft,
Secure the induftry of your people, and leave their religion to
itfelf. It is their hands not their faith you want ; but do not
tie thefe behind them, and then afk why they are mot better
employed. How is agriculture to flourifh, manufaQures to be
eftablithed, or commerce to extend in 2 dependant country la-
bouring under great difadvantages, if the united capitals, in-
duftry, a&ivity and attention of the whole community be not
employed for fuch purpofes ¢ When the territory of an ifland *
lies in fuch a wretched ftate, that though bleffed with a better
foil it yiclds on comparifon with England as only  two to five :

Vour.lL D whea
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when manafalures are of fo fickly a growth as to be confined
almoft to one province, and when trade is known to exift only
by the fhips ofPother countries appearing in the harbeurs, while,
a kingdom is in fuch a fituation, is it wifdom to perfitt in a
fyftem which has no other effe&t than to clog, defeat, or exter-
minate the capi:al and induftry of four-fifths of the inhabi-
tants! Surely the gentlemen of that country when they com-
plain of reftriéted commerce, and the remittance of the rentals
of the abfentees to England, cannot be thought ferious in fa-
menting the fituation of their country while they continue
wedded to that internal ruin which is the work of their own
hands, and the favourite child of their moft alive exertions.
Conplain not of reftriétions while you yourfelves inforce the
moft enormous reftriction ; and what are the body of abfentees
when gompared with the abfence of induftry and wealth from
the immenfe mafs of two millions of fubjeéts. 1fhould be welt
founded in the affertion that both thefe evils, great and ac-
knowledged as they are, are trifles when compared with the
%ovcrty and debility which refults from the oppreffion of the

oman_catholics. Encourage the induftry of thofe two mil-
lions of idle people, and the wealth arifing from it, will make
ample amends for moft of the evils complained of in Ireland.
This remedy is in your hands ; you have no rivals to fear ; no
minifters to oppefe you.

Think of the lofs to Ireland of fo many catholics of finalt
property, reforting to the armies of France, Spain, Sardinia
aod Auftria, for employment. * Can it be imagined, that they
would be fo ready to leave their own country, if they could
ftay in it with any profpe& of promotion, fuccefsful induftry,
or even liberal prote@ion ? It is known they wounld not ; and
that under a different fyftem, inftead of adding ftrength to the
enemies of this empire, they would be among the foremoft to
eorich and defend it, . Upon the whole it appears fufficiently
clear, that in thefe three great objefts, of making the religr-
ou of government general, internal fecurity, and national prof-
perity, the laws O?difcovery have totally failed ; a long feries
of experience enables us 1o difcufs the fubjed by a reference
to falls, inftead of a reliance on theory and argument ; the
fanguage of thofe fas is fo uniform, that private intereft muft
unite with habiteal prejudice, to permit it for a moment to be
mifunderftood.

Upon the general queftion it has been afferted by the friends
of the taw, that gentlemen in England are apt very much to
miftake the point from being ignorant of Lrifx popery, whick
from the ignorance of the people, is more bigoted than any
thing known in the fifter kingdom ; alfo that the papifts in
England are not claimants of all the landed property, which is
the cafe in Irefand. .

Both thefe obfervations are too fhallow to bear the leaft ex-
amiration ; oppreflion has reduced the major part of thel Irli'ﬂ“

’ catholics
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catholics to & podr ighorant rabble ; you have made them ig-
norant, and then it is cried your ignorance isa reafon for
keepigg you fo; you fhall livé and die, and remain inigno-
rance, for you ate too wretched to be enlightened. Take it as
argument, or hiimanity, it {s of a moft precious kind. In ail
other parts of Europe the catholic religion has. grown mild
and even tolerant ; a Yofter humanity is feen diffufed in thofe
countries, once the moft bigoted ; Spain and Portugal are no
longer what they were. Had property taken its natural courfe
in Ireland, thereligion of" the catholics there would have im-
proved with that of their neighbours. Ignorance is the chiid
of poverty, and you cannot expet the modern improvements,
which have refulted from diffemtinated induftry and wealth,
fhould fpread among a fe@, whofe property you have detach-
ed, and whofe induftry you have crufhed : to ftigmatize them
with ignorance and bigotry, therefore, is to reproach them
with the evils which your own condu& has entailed ; it is to
bury them in darksefs, ahd villify them becaufe they are not
enlighténeéd. ‘

But they claim your eftates ; they do fo, as fteadily at this
moment as they did fourfcore years ago ; your fyftem therefore
has utterly failed even in this refpe®. Has the rod of oppref-
fion obliterated the memory or tradition of better days ? Has
feverity con¢iliated the forgivenefs of paft, perhaps neceffary
injuries ? Would prote@ion, favour, and encouragement add
frefh ftings to their refentments ? None can affert it.  Ample
experience ought to have convinced you, that the harfhnefs of
the law has not annihilated 2 fingle claim; if claims ¢ould
have reftored their eftates, they would have regained them be-
fore now: but here, as I fhewed before, the laws have
weakened inftead of firengthening the proteftant intereft ; had
a milder fyftem encouraged their induftry and property, they
would have had fomething to lofe, and would, with an enemyin °
the land, have thought twicé before they joined him 3 in fuch
a cafe whatever they had got would be endangered, and the
kope of being reinftated in antient poffeflions, being diftant
and hazardous, prefent advantage might have induced them
not only to be quiet, but to have defended the government,
under whofe humanity they fourd proteétion and happinefs.
Compare fuch a fituation with the prefent, and then determine
whether the fyftem you have perfited in, bas added a jot to
the fecurity of vour pofleflions.

But let me afk, if thef catholic claims, on the landed pro-
perty, were not full as firong an argument in the reign of King
William as they are at prefent } The moment of confli@ was
then but juft decided ; if ever rancour and danger could arite
from them, ‘that certainly was the feafon of apprehenfion -
but it is curious to obferve, that that wife mondrch, would
pernit few alts to pafs to opprefs the catholics. It was bot

until the reign of Anne, that the great fyftem of oppreffion
D2 was
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was opened : if therefore thefe laws were unneceffary from the
revolution to the death of King William, and the experience
of that reign tells us they were not, moft certainly they cannot
be fo at prefent.

The enlightened fpirit of ToLErATION, fo well undes-
ftood and pretifed in the greateft part of Europe, is making
progrefs every day, fave in Iteland alone: while the pro-
teftant religion enjoys peace and prote€tion in catholic coun-
tries ; why fhould a nation, in all other refpe@s fo generous
and liberal as the Irith, refufe at home what they receive and
enjoy abroad.

As the abfurdity of the prefent {yftem can no longer be
doubted, the queftion is, in what degree it fhould immedi-
ately be changed ? Would it be prudent dire@ly to arm,
and put upon a level with the reft of the community, fo large
and neceffarily, fo difgufted a body of the people ? Great
fudden- changes are rarely prudent; old babits are not im-
mediately laid afide ; and the temper of men’s minds, nurfed
in ignorance, fhould have time to open and expand, that they
may clearly, comprehend their true interefts: for this reafon
the alteration of the laws fhould be gradual, rather than by
one or two repealing claufes, at once to overthrow the whole.
But all things confidered, there ought not to be a fingle fefli-
“ens without doing fomething in fo neceffary a work., For
inftance, in one feffions to give them a power of taking mort-
gages 5 in another of purchafing lands ; in a third, to repeal
the abominable premiums on the divifion of a family againft
itfelf, by reftoring to parents their rights ; in a fourth, mafs
to be rendered legal 5 in a fifth, a feminary, to be eftablith-
ed by law, for the education of prieits, and a bifhop to be al-
lowed, with thofe powers which”are neeeffary for the exer-
cife of the religion ; by which means the foreign intereft
from a priefthood, entirely educated abroad, would be at
once cut off. Thus far the moft zealous friends to the pro-
teftant religion could not object upon any well founded prin-
ciples. When once the operations of the new fyftem had
raifed a fpirit of induftry, and attendant wealth among the
lower claffes of them, no evil confequences would flow from
permitting them the ufe of arms. Give them an intereft in
the kingdom, and they will ufe their arms, not to overturn,
but to defend it. Upon firft principles, it is a miferable go-
vernment, which acknowledges itfelf incapable of retaining
men to their cbedience that have arms in their hands; and
fuch an one as is to be found in Ireland alone. In like manncr
I fhould apprehend that it might be proper to give them 2
voice in the ele@ion of members of parliament. There is
great reafon to believe, that they will not be treated by gen-
tlemen in the country in the manner they ought to be, until
this fert of jmportance is given them.

: . p Let
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Let it in general be remembered, that no country in the
world has felt any inconveniences from the moft liberal fpirit of
toleration : that on the contrary, thofe are univerfally acknow-
ledged to be the moft profperous, and the moft flourifhing,
which have governed their fubjeéts on the moft tolerating prin-
ciples. That other countries, which have been aftuated by
the fpirit- of bigotry, have continued poor, weak, and help-
lefs ; thefe are circumftances which bear fo immediately upon
the queftion, that we may determine, without any hazard of
extravagance, that Ireland will never profper to any greatde-
gree until fhe profits by the example of her neighbours.
Let her difimifs her illiberal fears and apprehenfions ; let her
keep pace with the improvement of the age, and with the
mild fpirit of European manners, let her transfer her anxiety
from the faith to the induftry of her fubjeéts ; let her embrace,
cherifh, and prote& the catholics as good fubjefts, and they
will become fuch ; let her, defpifing and detefting every fpe=~
cies of religious perfecution, confider all religions as brethren,
employed in one great aim, the wealth, power, and happinefs
of the general community ; let thefe be the maxims of her po-
licy, and fhe will no longer complain of poverty and debility,
the will be at home profperous, and abroad formidable.

SECTION VIL
Price of Provifions.

IN the fpeculations of modern politicians, fo many conclu-
fions have been drawn from the prices of provifions in diffe-
rent countries, and fome of them with fo much reafon, that
every one muft readily admit a confiderable degree of import-
ance to be annexed to fuch information : with this view, Iwas
as particular in thefe enquiries as I had been before in my Eng-
Jith joprnies, The following table fhews the refult.

Piaces.
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PROVISIONS.

Places.

Beef.
per b,

Mut

per bb.

iper Ib. {per L.

Dublin,
Luthelftown,
Kilcocky
Slane,
Packenham,
Tullamore,
Shaen Caftle,
Carlow,
Kilfaine,
‘Taghmon,
Fouth,
Profpedt,
Mount Kennedy,
Market Hill,
Ardmagh,
Warrenftown,
Portaferry,
Shaen Caftle,
Belfat,
Lefly Hill,
Limavaddy,
innifthoen,
Clonleigh,
Mount Charles,
Caftle Caldwell,
Belle Ifle,
Florence Court,
Farnham,
Ballynogh,
Strokeftown,
Macry,
Sortiand, d
Kilalla,
Weftpazt,
Moniva,
Drumotand,
Limerick, -
Dornerajle,
Corks,
Nedeen,
Arbella,
Tarbat,

Caftle Oliver,
Tipperary,
Curraghmore,
Waterford,
Furnefs,

d.

Glofter,

-} Johofown,
Derry,

Caile Llgyd,
Mitchel’s Town,
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In order for a comparifon, I fhall add the prices of my Eng-
lifh tours.

v | 8§
El3leld)s
R - 1 I B\
The Southern Tour 1767, — | 62 | 43| 4 | 33
The Northers Tour 1768, G i3t 41't=3 3
The Eaftern Tour 1770, — | 62|33} 3% | 3% | 32
Average of the three, = | 6% | 34 133 | 3% | 3%
Ireland in 1776, — = |53 |23 |2%| 32125

Average of the four meats in England, — 3id.
Diuo in Ireland -~ —_ —  33d.
Ireland to England as 11 to 14.

1 fhould remark, that there has been very little variation in
the prices of meat in England fince the dates of thofe jour-
nies : the rates in Ireland are bigher than I conceived them,
and do not from cheapnefs afford any reafon to conclude that
country, as far as cattle extends, to be in a ftate of backward-
nefs. The whole of thefe minutes, however, concerns the
home confumption only, for as to the immenfe trade in beef and
pork (of which hereafter) their rates are confiderably under
thefe, as may be fuppofed from the greatnefs of the fcale,
in like manner as the confumption prices in England are near
double thofe of the vitualling office. L

Poultry being fo extremely cheap is owing to feveral canfes:
Firft, The fmallnefs of the demand ; the towns are few, finall,
and poor ; and all genilemen’s families raife a quantity for
themfelves. Second, The plenty of potatoes, upon which
they are fed, being vaftly greater, and difpenfed with lefs
cconomy than the corn in England, upon which poultry is
there reared, ‘Third, the extreme warmth of the cabbins, in
in which the young broods are nourithed. Fourth, The na-
tural produce of white clover, which is much greater than in
England, and upon the feeds of which, young turkies, in par-
ticular, are advantageoufly fed. Iknow a gentleman in Eng-
land, who reared an-amazing number of turkies and pea-
chicks the year his lawn was fown with white clover, but the
foil being inproper it lafted but one year, and he neither be-
fore nor after had fuch fuccefs with thofe broods. )

SECTION
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SHEY TSSO N B
Roads—Cars,

FOR a country fo very far behind us as Ireland, to have
got fuddenly fo much the ftart of usin the article of roads,
is a fpe€acle that cannot fail to firike the Englifh traveller ex-
ceedingly. But from this commendation the turnpikes in ge~
neral muft be excluded, they are as bad as the buy roads are
admirable. It is a common complaint, that the tolls of the
turnpikes are fo many jobs, and the roads left in a ftate that
difgrace the kingdom. 1

The following is the fyftem on which the crofs roads are
made. Any perfon wifhing to make or mend a road, has it
meafured by two perfons, who fwear to the meafurement be-
fore a juftice of the peace. It isdefcribed as leading from one
market town to another (it matters not in what direction) that
it will be a public good, and that it will'require fuch a fum,
per perch of twenty-one feet, to make or repair the fame; 2
certificate to this purpofe (of which printed forms are fold)
with the blanks filled up, is figned by the meafurers, and alfo
by two perfons called overfeers, one of whom is ufually’the
perfon applying for the road, the other the labourer he intends
.to employ as an overfeer of the work, which overfeer fwears
alfo before the juftice the truth of the valuation, The certi-
ficate, thus prepared, is given by any perfon to fome one of the
grand jury, at either of the affizes, but ufually in the fpring.
When all the common bufinefs cf trials is over, the jury meets
on that of roads; the chairman reads the certificates, and
they are all put to the vote, whether to be granted or not. If
reje@ed, they are torn in pieces and no farther notice taken,
if granted they are put on the file,

This vote of approbation, without any farther form, enables
the perfon, who applied for the prefentment, immediately to
confru or repair the road in queftion, which he muft do
at his own expence, he muft finifh it by the following affizes,
when he is to fend a certificate of his having expended the
money purfuant to the application ; this certificate is figned
by the foreman, who alfo figns an order on the treafurer of the
county to pay him, which is done immediately. In like man-
ner are .bndges, houfes of corretion, gaols, &c. &c. built
and repaired. If a bridge over a river, which parts two coun-
ties, half is done by one, and the other half by the other
county.

The expence of thefe works is raifed by a tax on the lands,
paid by the tenant; in fome counties it is acreable, but in
others it is on the phugh lund, and as no two plough lands
are of the fame fize, is a very uncqual tax. In the county of
Meath it is acreable, and amounts to one fhilling per acre,

being

)
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being the bigheft in Ireland ; but in general it is from three-
pence to fixpence per acre, and amounts of late years, through
the whole kingdom, to one hundred and forty thoufand pounds
1 year. -

yThe juries will very rarely grant a prefentment for a road,
which amounts to about fifty pounds, or for more than fix or
feven fhillings a perch, fo that if a perfon wants more to be
made than fuch a fum will do, he divides it into two or three
different meafurements or prefentments. By the act of parlia-
ment all prefentment roads muft be twenty-one feet wide at
leaft from fence to fence, and fourteen feet of it formed with
ftone or gravel.

As the power of the grand jury extends in this manner to the
cutting new roads, where none ever were before, as well as
to the repairing and widening old ones, exclufive, however,
of parks, gardens, &c. it was neceflary to put a reftriCtion
againft the wanton expence of it. Aay prelentment may be
traverfed that is oppoled, by denying the allegations of the
certificate ; this is fure of delaying it until another affizes, and
in the meaa time perfons are appointed to view the line of road
demanded, and report on the neceflity or hardfhip of the cafe,
The payment of the money may alfo be traverfed after the
certificate of. its being laid out ; for if any perfon views, and
finds it a manifeft impofition and job, he has that power to de-
lay payment until 1he caufe is cleared up and proved. But this
traverfe is not common. Any perfons are eligible for afking
prefentments ; but it is ufually done only by refident gentlemen,
agents, clergy, or refpeQtable tenaatry. Tt follows neceflarily, -
that every perfon is dcfirous of making the roads leading to
his own houfe, and that private intereft alone is confidered in it,
which I have heard objetted to the meafure ; but this I mut
own appears to me the great merit of it.  Whenever individu-
als act for the public alone, the public is very badly ferved ;
but when the purfuit of their own intereft is the way to bene-
fit the public, then is the public good fure to be promoted ;
fuch is the cafe of prefentment of roads; for a few years the
'good roads were all found leading from houfes like rays from a
center, with a {urrounding fpace, without any communication;
but every year brought the remedy, uatil in a fhort time, thofe
rays, pointing from fo many centers, met, and then the com-
munication was complete. The original a& paffed but feven-
teen years ago ; and the effe of it in all parts of the kingdom
is fo great, that I found it perfelly pracicable to travel upon
wheels by a map ; 1 will go here. 1 will go there; I could
trace a route upon paper as wild as fancy could diftate, and eve-
1y where T found beautiful roads without break or hindrance,
1o enable me to realize my defign, What a figure would 2
.perfon make in England, who fhould attempt to move in that
‘manner, where the roads, as Dr. Burn has very well obferved,
are almoft in as bad a {tate asin the time of Philip and Mary. In
a few years there will not be a piece of bad road except n;in-

pikes
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pikes in all Ireland, The money raifed for this fitlt and moft
fmportant of all national purpofes, is expended among the
reople who pay it, employs themfelves and their teams, en-
courages their agriculture, and facilitates fo greatly the im-
provement of wafte lands, that it ought always to be confider-
ed as the firft ftep to any undertaking of that fort.

At firft, roads in cammon with bridges, were paid out of
the general treafure of the county, but by a fubfequent a&t,
the road rax is now on baronies ; each barony pays for its own
roads. By another a&, juries were enabled to grant prefent~
ments of narrow mountain roads, at two fhillings and fixpence
@ perch. By another, they were empowered to grant prefent-
ments of footpaths, by the fide of roads, to one thilling 2
perch. By a very late a&, they are alfo erabled to contrat,
at three halfpence per perch per anoum, from the firft making
of a road, for keeping it in repair, which before could not be
done without a frefh prefentment. Arthur French, Efg; of
Moniva, whofe agriculture is defcribed in the preceding mi-
nutes, and who at that time reprefented the county of Galway,
was the worthy citizen who firft brought this excellent meafure
into parliament : Ireland, and every traveller that ever vifits
it, ought, to the lateft time, to revere the memory of fuch a
diftinguifhed benefaor to the public. Before that time the
roads, like thofe of England, remzined impaffable, under the
miferable police of the fix days labour. Similar good effects
would here flow from adopting the meafure, which weuld eafe
the kingdom of a great burthen in its public effe@ abfolutel
contemprible ; and the tax here, as in Ireland, ought to be fg
laid, as to be borne by the tenant, whofe bufinefs it is at pre-
fent to repair. ;

Upon the imperfeions of the Irifh fyftem I have only to
remark, that juries thould, in fome cafes be more ready than
they are to grant thefe prefentments., In general, they are ex-
tremely liberal, but fometimes they take filly freaks of giving
none, or very few. Experience having proved from the gene-
ral goodnefs of the roads, that abufes cannot be very great,
they thould go on with fpirit to perfe® the great work thtough-
out the kingdom ; and as a check upon thofe who lay out the
money, it might perhaps be advifeable to print county maps of
the prefentment roads, with correfponding lifts and tables of
the names of all perfons who have obtained prefentments, the
fums they received, and for what roads. Thefe fhould be given
freely by the jurymen, to all their acquaintance, that every
man might know, to whofe careleffnefs or jobbing, the public
was indebted for bad roads, when they had paid for good ones.
Such a practice would certainly deter many. 2

At 1,142,642 acres in the kingdom, - ne hundred and forty
thoufand pounds a year amounts to juft threepence an acre for
tke whole territory, a very trifling ‘tax for fuch an improve-

- ~ ment,
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ment, and which almoft ranks in public eafe and benefit with
that of the poft-office. - ;
It is not ta this fyltem fingly, that Ireland is indebted for
the goodnefs of her roads; another circumftance calis mate-
rially for obfervation, whkich is the vehicle of carriage . all
land-carriage in that kingdom is performed with wong-horfe
cars or carts. 'Thofe of the poor people are wretched things,
formed with a view to cheapnefs alone; and the loads they
carry on them when working by the day, are fuch as an' Eng-
lifhman would be afhanied ro take in a wheglbarrow, yet they
fuffer their herfes to walk fo flow with thefe burthens, that I
am donfident, work of this fort, done by hire, is five hundred
per cent. dearer than in England. Even when they wark for
themfelves, their loads are contemptible, and not equal to
what their garrens, miferable as they are, would draw. Cars,
however, which work regularly for mills in carrying flour to
Dubtin, db better ; the common lcad is from fix to ten hun-
dred weight, which, confidering the horfes, is very well ; eigh-
teen hundred weight has been often carried thither from Slane
mills, The lownefs of the wheels fuits a mountainous coun-
try ; but if there is truth in the mechanic powers, isin gene-
ral 2 great difadvantage to the animak Great numbers of
thefe cars confift only of a flat bortom over the axletree, on
which 2 few facks, logs, or ftones, may be laid, or a little
heap of gravel in the center, Others have fide-boards, and
fome bafkets fixed. But fuch an imperfect.and miferable ma-
chine deferves not a moment’s atteation ; the obje of impor-
tance arifing only from one horfe for draughr.
Some gentlemen have carts very well made in refpe@ of
. ftrength, but fo heavy, as to be almoft as faulty as the com-
mon car. Others have larger and heavier two-horfe carts ;
and a few have been abfurd enough to introduce Englith wag-
gons, The well-made roads preferving themfelves for fo
many years, is owing to this praitice of ufing one-horfe car-
riages, which is worthy of univerfal imitasion, Notwithftand-
ing the expence beftowed on the turnpikes in England, great
numbers of them are in a moft wretched ftate, which will con=
<tinue while the legiflature permits fo many horfes to be har-
nefled in one carriuge. A proof how little one-horfe carriages
wear roads, is the method ufed in Treland to conftruét them ;
they throw up a foundation of earth in the middle of the fpace
from the outfides, on that they immediately form a layer of
hweftone, broken to the fize of a turkey’s egg; on this a
thin fcattering of earth to bind the ftones together, and
over that a coat of gravel, where it is to be had. Their car-
riages confidered, no fault is to be found with this mode, for
the road is beautiful and durable, but being all finithed at
once, with very little or no time for feuling, an Englith wag-
gon would prefently cut through the whole, and demolith the
road as foon as made, yet it is perfeQly durable under cars
and coaches. * \i4pacs ;
o Thave
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1 have weighed common cars in Ireland, and find the light-
eft weigh 2C. 2qrs. 14lb. good carts for one horfe at Mr.
O'Neil’s, 4C, 2qrs. 21tb. and Lord Kingfborough had larger
carts from Dublin, with five-feet wheels, which weighed 7C.
but thefe are much too heavy, in the lightnefs of the machine,
confifts a great part of the merit. A common Englith waggon
with nine-inch wheels from 55Cwt. to three tons. I built a
narrow wheeled one in Suffolk for four horfes, the weight of
which was 25Cwt.

Cwt. qrs. 1b,

Every horfe in the Irifh car draws, weight
of carriage, — — 2 2 14
In Mr. O’Neil’s carfs, — o 4 2 21
In Lord Kingfborough’s, 5o 7 o o
In 2 broad wheeled waggon, -— 7 1 o
In'a narrow ditto, — _— 6 1 o

‘The extreme lightnefs of the common car is not to be taken
into the queftion, asit is inapplicable to a profitable load of any
thing, excepr a fingle block, or facks. It is abfolutely necef-
fary a cart fgould be capacious enough for a very light but bul-
ky load, fuch as malt duft, bran, dry afhes, &c. as well as for
kay and ftraw. The Suffolk waggon for four horfes is twelve
feet long, four broad, and two deep in the fides and ends,
confequently, the body of it contains juft g6 cubical feet ; .the
end ladders extended for hay or firaw four feet more, and
there was a fixed fide one, which added two feet to the
breadth, confequently the furface on which hay was built,
extended. juft ninety-fix fquare feet. In a great variety of
ufes, to which I applied that waggon, 1 found four middling
horfes, worth about twelve pounds each, would draw a full
load of every thing in it; viz. from fifty to fixty hundred
weight of hay, twelve quarters of wheat, or fifty-five hun-
dred weight, and the fullage of Bury fheets by computation,
judging by the labour of the horfes to a much greater weight,
perhaps above three tons. 1 have more than once taker thefe
meafures as a_guide for a one-horfe cart, to give one horfe an
exa@ proportion of what four did in that waggon, the dimen-
fions of the cart muft be as follow : the body of it nuft be
juft four feet long, three feet broad, and two feet deep ; the
end ladders each one foot, and the fide ones fix inches. This
will be upon a par with the waggon ; but I gave the carts the
advantage, by end ladders being each eighteen inches, and
the fide ones twelve, which made the whole furface thirty-five
fquare feet, four times which is one hundred and forty inftead
of ninety-fix. The weight of thefe carts complete were from
four to five hundred ; the wheels five feet high, and the axle-
tree iron, which is effential to a light draft ; fuch carts coft in
England, complete and painted, from nine pounds to ten gui-
neas. Whoever tries them will find a horfe will draw in them,
far more than the fourth of the load of a four horfc teamilcr

than
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than the eighth of an eight-horfe one, for he will in a tolera-
bly level country draw a ton. * *

I have often converfed with the drivers of carriers waggons,
as well as with intelligent carters in the fervice of farmers, and
their accounts have united with my own obfervation,’ to prove
that one horfe in eight, and to the amount of half a horfe in
four, are always abfolutely idle, moving on without drawing
any weight ; a moft unremitting attention is neceffary even for
a partial remedy of this, but with carelefs driversthe evil is
greater ; hence, the fuperiority of horfes drawm{i fingle, in
which mode they cannot fail of performing their thare of the
work. The expence, trouble and difappointment of an acci-
dent, are in proportion to the fize of the team ; with a broad
wheeled waggon and eight horles, they are very great, but
with eight carts they are very wifling ; if one breaks down,
the load and cart are eafily diftributed among the other feven,
and little time Joft. When bufinefs is carried on by means‘of
fingle horfe carts, every horfe in a ftable is employed ; but
with waggons, he who keeps one, two, or three horfes, muft
ftand ftill ; and what is to be done with five, fix, or feven ? It
is only four or eight horfes that form an exalt team ; but the
great object is the prefervation of the roads ;. to fave thefe the
legiflature has prefcribed wheels, even fixteen . inches broad,
but all fuch machines are fo enormoufly heavy, that they are
ruinous to thofe who ufe them ; befides, they form fuch. ex-
26t paths for the following teams to walk in,cthat the hardeft
road is prefently cut into ruts, the moft folid materials ground
into duft, and every exertion in repairing bafiled as faft astri-
ed. Roads, which are made annually at a vaft expence, are
found almoft impaffable from the weights carried in waggons.
It may be afferted, without exaggeration, that if there were
nothing but oneshorfe carriages in England,; half the-prefent
highway expence might be faved, and the roads at the fame
time incomparably better,

It muft be admitted, that the expence of drivers would at
firk be greater, for a man would not drive above three of
them; a man and two boys would do. for nine: but wh
they thould not be as well managed here as in Ireland I can-
not fee ; a man there will often drive five, fix, or even eight
cars. 1 have myfelf feen a fingle girl drive fix. - Even in this
refpe therg is an advantage which does not attend waggons,
a boy could any where manage one or two, but twenty boys

.would not be trufted to drive a waggon. = Granting, however,
that the experice under this head was fomething greater, il
is it vaftly more than counterbalanced by the fuperior advan-
tages ftated above, which render it an equal obje@ to indivi-
duals and the public. )

: S ~“¢ECTION
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S ECTION X.
Y?mber—PIaﬂting.

THROUGH every part of Ireland, in which I have been,
one hundred contiguous acres are not to be found with-
out evident figns, they were once wood, or at leaft very weli
wooded. Trecs, and the roots of trees of the largeft fize, are
dug up in all the bogs; and in the cuitivaied countries, the
frumps of trees deftroyed thew that the déftru®ior has not been
of any antient date. A vaft nuinber of the Irifh names for
hills, mountains, vallies and plains, have forefts, woods,
groves, or trees for the fignification ; Lord Kingfborough has .
an hundred thoufand acres about Mitchelftown, in which you
muft take a breathing gallop to find a ftick large enough to
beat 2 dog, yet is there not an enclofure withouf the remnants
of trees, many of them large ; nor is it a peculiarity to that
eftate : in a word the greateft part of the kingdom exhibits 2
naked, bleak, dreary view for want of wood, which has been
deftroyed for a century paft, with the moft thoughtlefs prodi-
gality, and fill continues to be cut and wafted, asif it was
not worth the prefervation. The Baltic fir fupplies all the ufes
of the kingdom, even thofe for which nothing is proper but
oak; and the diftance of all the ports of Ireland from that fea,
makes the fupply much dearer than it is in England.

In converfation with gentlemen, I fourd they very general-
ly laid the deftruion of timber to the common people ; who,
they fay, have an averfion to a tree; at the earliclt age
they fteal it for a walking-ftick ; afterwards for 4 {pade handle;
later for a car fhaft ; and later ftill for 2 cabbin rafter ; that
the poor do fteal it is certain, but I am clear the gentlcinen of
the country may thank themfelves. Is it the confumption of
fticks and handles that has defiroyed millions of acres? Abfur-
dity! The profligate, prodigal, worthlefs landowner cuts
down his acres, and leaves them unfenced againft cattle, and
then he has the impudence to charge the fcarcity of trees to
the walking-fticks of the poor, goes into the houfe of com-
mons and votes for an a&t, which lays a penaity of forty fhill-
ings on any poor man having a twig in his peffeffion, which
he cannot account for. This a&, and twenty more in the
fame fpirit, ftands at prefent a monument of their felf-con-
demnation and oppreflion. They have made wood fo fcarce,
that the wretched cottars cannot procure enough for their né-
ceffary confumption, and then they pafs penal laws on their
ftealing, or even poflefling, what it is impcfiible for them to
buy. If by another a& you would hang up all the landlords
who cut woods without fencing, and deftroy trees without
planting, you would lay your axe to the root of the evil, and
vid the kingdom of fome of the greateft peftsin it; but in the
rame of humanity and common fenfe, let the poor alone, for
whofe ftealing in this, as in moft other cafes, nobody ougbt;’o

e
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be anfwerable but yourfelves. I was an eye-witnels in varj«
ous parts of the kingdom, of wo'o(_!s cut down and not copfed.
The honefteft poor upon earth, if in the fame fituation es the
Irith, would be ftealers of wood, for they muft either fteal or

o without what is an abfolute neceffary of life. Inftead of
geing the deftroyers of trees, Lam confident they may be made
prefervers of them ; recolle&t Sir William Ofborne’s mountai~
neers, to whom he gave a few Lombardy poplars, they che-
rifhed them with as much care as his own gardener could
have done. At Mitcheltown, I had opportunities of making
obfervations which convinced me of the fame thing; I faw in
every refpe@, indeed all over Ireland, the greateft readinefs to
do whatever would recommend them to their landlord’s
favour. I had three plans relative to wood, which I have
reafon to believe would anfwer in any part of the kingdom :
Firft, To give premiums to the cottars who planted and
preferwed trees, and not to let it depend on the premium alone,
but to keep a lift of thofe who appeared as candidates, and
upon every other occafion to let them be objedts of favour.
Second, To force all the tenantry to plant under the following
claufe in their leafes ;

¢ And alfs, that the faid A. B. bis beirs and affigns, fball 4rnd
will, every year, during the continuance of this demife, well and
truly plant, and thoroughly fecure until the end of the [aid term,
from all injury or damage'by cattle, or otherwife, one timber tree
for every acres that are contained in the beréin demifed
u mﬂ:}'ﬁ’:, provided that fuch trees fball be fupplied gratis, on de-
“ mand, by the faid C. D. bis beirs and affigns s and in cafe any
““ trees fhall die of fail, that in fuch cafe the I/aid A. B. foall and
¢ avill plant in the year next after fuckh death or failure, an equal
number of timber trees in the faid demifed premifes, in the placs
or flead of fuch iree or trees fo d_y:r:;' or failing as aforefaid ; and
in cafe, at the expivation of the fuid demife, the proper number of
trees, of a due age, according to the meaning and intent of thefe
¢ premifes, be not keft growing and flanding upon the faid demifed
< premifes, or fome part thereof, that then the faid A. B. kis beirs or
affigns, fhall forfeit and pay unto the faid C.D. bis heirs and
affigns, the fum of five fhillings for every tree fo deficient by death,
¢ failure, injury, or negligence.”

€
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The proportion of acres per iree to be according to circum-
ftances. It fhould always be remembered, that the claufes of
a leafe rarely execute themfelves; it is the landlord or his
agent’s attention that muft make them efficient.. A tenantry
every where is very much dependent, unlefs leafes for lives
are given, but I fuppofe them for wwenty-one years. In
Ireland their poverty makes this dependance ftill greater,
They afk time for the paymerit of their.rent 3 they run io ar-
tears ; they are threatened or driven ; if they pay well, il
they have fome favour to afk, or expe@; ina woid, they are
in fuch a fituation, that arrension would fecure the mott-entire

compliance
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compliance with fuch a claufe. Ifonce, or twice, upon an eftate,
a man was drove for his rent, who negleQed the trees, while i
another jn the fame circumftances had time given him, becaufe
he preferved them, the effett would prefently be feen. 7bird,
To have a magazine of fticks, fpade handles, pieces for cars,
and cabbins, &c. laid in at the cheapeft rate, and kept for fell-
ing at prime coft to whoever would buy them, ' Thefe would
want to be purchafed but for a few years, as fmall plantations
of the timber willow would in four years furnifh an ample
fupply. :
'Iehyat thefe three circumftances united, wouldrpre(ently plant
2 country 1 am convinced ; I faw a willingnefs among Lord
Kingfborough’s little tenants do it, fome even who made
a beginning the very firft year ; and bundreds affured me of
their moft afliduous compliunce. Such a plan moft certainly
thould not preclude large annual plantations on the land which
@ gentleman keeps in hand ; but the beauty of the country de-
pends on trees, fcattered over the whole face of it, What a
figure would Ireland make on a comparifon with its prefent
ftate, if one tree now ftood by each cabbint but it is the fpi-
rit of the Irifh nation to attempt every thing by laws, and then
leave thofe laws to execute themfelves, which indeed with ma-
ny of them is not at all amifs. It is by no means clear, whe~
ther the a& which gives to the tenant a property in the trees
he plants, to be afcertained by a jury at the end of the leafe,
and paid by the landlord, has any great tendency to encreafe
the quantity of wood. It has unfortunately raifed.an undecid-
ed queftion of law, whether the a& goes to trees, which were
originally furnithed from the landlord’s nurfery, or planted in
confequence of 2 claufe in a leafe. If it fhould fo interfere
with fuch plantations, it would be highly mifchievous: Alfo,
for a man to be forced either to buy or to fell bis property,
at the price fixed by a jury, is a harth circumftance. T% this
caufe it is probably owing, that the plantations made in
confequence of that a&, are perfedtly infignificant. L
1 have made many very minute calculations of the ex-
pence, growth, and value of plantations in Ireland, and am
convinced from them that there is no application of the
beft land in that kingdom will equal the profit of planting the
worft in it. A regard for the intereft of pofterity call for the
oak and other trees which require more than an age to come
to maturity, but with other views the quick growing ones
are of profit much fuperior 5 thefe come to perfection fo
fpeedily that three-fourths of the landlords of the king-
dom might expe® to cut where they planted, and reap
thofe great profits, which moft certainly attend it. There
are timber willows (fallies as they are called in Ireland)
which rife with incredible rapidity. 1 have meafured them
at Mr. Bolton’s near Waterford twenty-one feet high in the
third year from the planting, and as: ftrait as a larch, With
this willow, woods would arife as it were by enchantment, and]
‘ al
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all forts of farm offices and cabbins might be built of it in feven
years from planting. Is it not inexcufable to complain of 2
want of wood when it is to be had with fo much eafe ? Larch
and beech thrive wonderfully wherever I have feen them
planted ; and the Lombardy poplar makes the fame luxuriant
thoots for which it is famous in England ; and though a foft
wood yet it is applicable to fuch a multiplicity of purpofes,
and fo eafily propagated, that it deferves the greateft attention.

As to oak they are always planted in Ireland; from a nur-
fery I'have feen very handfome trees as old as fifteen years,
fome perhaps older, but even at that age they run incompara-
bly more into head than plants in England which have never
been tranfplanted. It is a great misfortune that a century at
leaft is neceflary to prove the mifchief of the pra&ice: We
know by moft ample experience that the noble oaks in Eng-
land applicable to the ufe of the large fhips of war, were all
fown where they remained. That tree pufhes its tap root fo
powerfully that I have the greateft reafon to believe the future

rowth fuffers effentially from its being injured, and I defy
the moft fkilful nurferyman to take them up upon a large fcale
without breaking,if it is broke in the part where it is an almoft
imperceptible thread, it is juft the fame as cutting itoff in a
larger patt, the fteady perpendicular power is loft, and the
furface roots muft feed the plant, thefe.may do for 2 certain
growth, and to a certain period, but the tree will never be-
come the fovereign of the foreft, or the waves. T know feve-
ral plantations of fown oak in England from twelve to thirty,
“and fome forty years growth, which are truly beantiful, and
infinitely beyond any thing I have feen in Ireland.

The woods yet remaining in that kingdom are what in Eng=
land weould be called copfes. They are cut down. at various
growths, fome being permitred to ftand forty years. Attentive
andlerds fence when they cut to preferve the future fhoots,
others do not.  But this is by no means the {yftem with a view
to which Trecommend planting, timber of any kind cut as fuch
will pay double and treble what the fhoots from any ftubs in
the world will do. They may come to a tolerable fize, and
%ield a large value ; but the profit is not to be compared with.

o explain this, permit me one or two remarks.

If willow, poplars, afh, &c. are planted for timber to be cut
at whatever age, ten, twenty or thirty years; when cut the
ftools will throw out many fhoots, but let it not be imagined
that thefe fhoots will ever again become timber ; they will
never be any thing but cepfe wood, and attended in future
with no more than the copfe profir, which is not half that of
timber. in fuch a cafe the land fhould be new planted, and the
old ftools either grubbed up for fuel, or elfe the growth from
then: cut very often for faggots till the new rimber gets up
enough to drip on and deftroy it. The conimon pra&ice in Ire-
land is cutting young trees down when they do not fhoot well,
this is converting tinber to eopfe wood ; 2ttention 10 cutting

Vor.IL E off
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off all the fhoots but ose will train up a fiem, but I queftion
whether it will ever make a capital tree:_if the other fhoots
are not annually cut it will never be any gree at all ; and yet
it is certainly a- fa@ that the new fhoot is much finer than the
old one, which perhaps would have conie to nothing ; but bet-
ter remove it entirely than depend on new fhoots for making
timber, The gentlemen in that kingdom are much too apt to
think they have got timber, when in fa& they have nothing but
fine large copfe wood. A ftrong preot of this is the great dou-
ble.ditches made thirty or forty years ago, and planted with
double rows of trees, generally afh, thefe for two reafons are
ufually (for the age) not half fo good as trees of the fame
growth in England ; one is, many of them were cut when
young, and arofe from ftools ; the other is their growing out
of a high dry bank, full of the roots of four rows of white thorn
or apple quick, befides thofe of the trces themfelves. It is 2
fa@ that I never faw a fingle capital tree growing on thefe
banks : all hedge trees are difficult to preferve, and therefore
muft have been cut when young. Afh in England growing
from a level are generally worth in forty years from forty fhil-
fings to three pounds. And I know many trees of fifty to fixty
years growth that would fell readily at from four to eight
pounds, yet the price in Ireland is higher. Another praiice
which 1s common in that kingdom is pruning timber trees, and
even oaks. I was petrified at feeing oaks of ten and fifteen
feet high with all the fide fhoots cutoff. There are treatifes
upon planting which recommend this pratice as well as cutting
down young trees to make the better timber. There are no
follies which are not countenanced, and even prefcribed in fome
book or other, but unhappy is it for 2 kingdom when they are
litened to. Burn your books, and attend to naiure ; come to
England and view our oak, our afly, and our beech 3l felf fown,
and never curfed with the exertions of art. Shew me {uch
trees from the hands of nurferyman and pruners before you
watte your breath with {hallow reafoning to prove that the moft
€ommon of the operations of nature maft be affilted by the axe -
or pruning hook.

Qne reafon why both fences and trces in Ireland which have
once been made are now negle@ed and in ruin, is owing to the
firft planting being all that is thought of ; the hedges are fuffer-
ed to grow for thirty or forty years without cutting ; the con-
fequence of which is their being ragged, and cpen at bottom,
and full of gaps whele perches long.  But all fences fhould be
cut periodically, fcr the fame rcafon that trees ought never to
be touched, their puthing out many thoots for every one that
1s taken off ; this fhould be repeated every fiftcen years; a
proper portion of the thorns fhould be plafhed down toforin an
impenetrable live hedge, and the reflt cut off, and made into
faggots, Butin the Inifh way the fences yield no fuelat all,
To permit a hedge to grow too long without cutting, not only
suins it for a fence, but fpoils the trecs thatare planted ‘{hl{it.

aftly,
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Laftly, let me obflerve, that the amazing neglef in not
planting ofier grounds for making bafkets and {mall hoops, is
unpardonable thronghout the kingdom, they no where thrive
better ; a fmall one I planted in the county of Corke grew fix
feet the firft year, yet at that port there is a confiderable im-=
portation of them from Portugal. :

§' E/C T hT O SNESERL

Manures—~Wafle Lands.~

THE manure commonly ufed inIreland islime ; inexhaultible
quarties of the fineft lime-ftone are found in moft parts of
that ifland, with either turf, or culm at a moderate price to
burn it, To do the gentlemen of that country juftice, they
underftand this branch of hufbandry very well, and prafice it
with uncommon fpirit. Thelr kilns are the beft T have any
where feen, and great numbers are kept burning the whole year
through, without a thought of ftopping on account of the winter.
Their draw kilns burn up to forty barrels a day; and what they
call French kilns, which burn the ftone without breaking, have
been made even to five thoufand barrels in a kiln. Mr. Leflie
laying ten thoufand barrels on his land in one year, and Mr.
Aldworth as much, are inftances which I never heard equalled.
- The following table will fhew the general pradtice.”

Barrels Price per barrel.|
per acre. s, d.
Mr. M*Farlan, 160 7
Slaine, 120 7 N
Headfort, 8o
Packenham, 6
Mr. Marley, 160 1o
Kilfaine, 80 . :
Mr.-Kénnedy, 40 RS
Hampton, 125 7
Ld. Ch: Baron Forfter, 160 9
Market Hill, e 1 6
Warrenftown, 140 I
Lecale, 11§ it
Mr. Leflie, 160
Newtown Limavady, 100 1 o
Caftie Caldwell, . 6
Innikilling, . 8o 8
Floreace Court, 6o 8
Farnham, 150
Mr. Mahon, 5
Mr. Brown, - 3 '8
Mr. French, 5 4
Woodlawn, 4
Annfgrove, _ 190 8
Mr., Aldworth, 16 €

£a Lord
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Barrels  |Price per Barrel,

: per acre. s, def.

Lord Donneraile, ¥ 80 Cyesa
Maliow, \ 100 1o

Mr. Gordon, 50 7 2
Coolmore, 40 9
Nedeen, g 1 o
Mucrus, : 70 7
Mr. Blennerhaflet, _ 100 6
Mr. Bateman, " 5o 6

Tarbar, 40 1 .o

- Lord Tyrone, 200 1 o
Average, 100 9

Thefe quantities are upon the whole confiderable. The
price thews the plenty of this manure in Ireland. To find
any place where it can be burnt for three pence and four pence
is truly wonderful, but can only be from the union of turf and
limeftone at the fame place. bl

I no where heard of any land that had been over limed, or
on which the repetition of it had proved fo difadvantageous as
it has fometimes been found in England *. \

Limeftone gravel is a manure peculiar to Ireland ; and is
moft excellent. It is a blue gravel, mixed with ftones as large
as a man’s fift; and fometimes with a clay loam ; but the
whole mafs has 2 very ftrong effervefcence with acid. On un-
eultivated lands it has the fame wonderful effe& as lime, and
on clay arable, 2 much greater ; but it is beneficial to all foils.
In the ifle of Anglefea, a country which very much refembles
Ireland, there is a gravel much like it, which bas alfo fome
effervefcence ; but Inever met with it inany other part of
England. ; i

Marle in Ireland is not fo common as thefe manures, - That
which is ofteneft found is white, and remarkably light ; it lies _
generally under bogs.  Shell marle is dredged up in the Shan-
non, and in the harbonr of Waterford. é

In the caralogue of manures, I wifh I could add the eom-
pofts formed in well littered farm yards, but there is not any
part of hufbandry in the kingdom more negleed than this;
indeed I have fcarce any where feen the leatt vettige of fuch 1
convenience as a yard furrounded with offices for the winter
thelter, and feeding of cattle. Al forts of animals range about
the field in winter, by which means the quantity of dung raifed
1s contemptible. | To dwell upon a_point of fuch acknowledg-
ed importance is needlefs. 'lEime it is to be hoped will intro-

duce a better fyftem. -
. > = WASTE

* See’zr Letter from the late Eayl of Holdernefs to me, inferted in
the Jecond Edition of the Northern Tour.

]
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WASTE LANDS.

Although the proportion of walte territory is not, I appre-
hend, fo great in Ireland as it is in England, certainly owin
to the rights of commonage in the latter country which fortu-
nately have no exiftence in Ireland ; yet are the traéts of de-
fart mountains and bogs very confiderable. Upon thefe lands
is to be pra&ifed the moft profitablé hufbandry in the King’s
dominions ; for fo I am perfuaded the improvement of moun~
tain land to be, . By that expreflion is not to be underftood
only very high lands, all wafte in Ireland that are not bog they
call mountain; {o that yon hear of land under that denominati-
on where even a hillock is not to be feen. The largeft traéts,
however, are adjoining to real mountains, efpecially where
they flope off to a large extent gradually to the fouth. Of this
fort Lord Kingfborough has a very extenfive and moft unprofit-
able range. In examining it, with many other mountains,
and in about five months experience of the beginning only of
an improvement under my direétion there, I had an opportuni-
ty of afcertaining a few points which made me better acquaint-
ed with the pratticability of thofe improvements than if I had
only paffed as a traveller through the kingdom. By ftating a
few of the circumftances of this attempt, others who have
mountains under fimilar circumftances may judge of the pro-
priety of undertaking their improvement. The land has a ve-
ry gentle declivity from the Galty mountains towards the
fouth, and to a new road Lord Kingfborough made leading
from Mitchelftown towards Cahir, which road he very wifely
judged was the firk ftep to the inprovement of the wafte parts
of his effate as well as a great public benefit, The South fide
of this road limeftone is found, and on the North fide, the im-
provemient was begun in a fpot that included fome tolerable
" good land, fome exceeding rough and ftoney, and a wet bot-
tom where there was a bog two, three, and four feet deep ;
the land yielded no other profit than being a commonage to
the adjoining farm, in which way it might pay the rent pof-
fibly of a fhilling an acre : Twenty thoufand acres by eftima-
tion joined it in the fame fituation which did not yield the
fourth of that rent. In June I built a lime kiln which burnt
twenty barrels a day, and cut, led, and ftacked turf enough
to keep it burning a whole tweivemonth, fketched the
fences of four inclofures, making thirty-four acres, and fi-
nifhed the firlt work of them, leaving the reft, and plant-
ing till winter*. 1T cleared two inclofures of flones ; pared
and burat. them ; burat gight hundred barrels of linie, limed

oue

* Where fences muft be done by the day and not the perch, wbich
awill genetally be the cafe in the beginning of an improvement in a
wery wild country, from the labourers being totally ignorant of tak-
ing work by meafure 5 all 1hat is pyffible fhould be executed in fur-

mer,
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one inclofure, and fowed -one third with wheat, a third
with rye, and the other with bere, as an experiment ;
the other field ‘with ‘turneps, which from the continual
drought, failed, Two cabbins were built. And the whole
expence in five months, including the price of all ploughing,
and carriage, (the latter from the miferable cars and garrens
ata moft extravagant rate) buying timber, ftewards wages,
&c. amounted to one hundred and fifty pounds. The mo-
ment the neighbours underftood the works were at an end,
fome of them offered me ten fhillings an acre for the land to
take it as it was, which is juft eleven per cent, for the money,
butl could have got more. The following were the only data
gained : lime burnt for fivepence a barrel,  Paring with the
graffan in {toney land 30s. to 40s. an acre, and done by the
plough at eight fhillings much betfer, burning and {preading
the athes depends on weather, one piece coft above twenty
fhillings an acre, the other not five, but on an average I fhould
calculate it at ten fhillings. The whole operation may be
very well done with the plough at twenty fhillings. Clearing
from ftones and carting away, varicus ; I found a very ftoney
piece could ‘be cleared at twelve fhillings an acre. A fingle
ditch feven feet broad, and from three to five deep, the bank
nine feet high from the bottomn of the ditch, coft one fhilling
and fixpence ; but this expence would have leflened when they
were more accuftomed to it : confequently a double fence with
a fpace between left for planting, three fhillings.

My defign was topurchafe a flock of mountain fheep in the
following fpring, and keep them through the fummer in_the
mountains, but folding them every night in the improvement,
in which work I could have inftrufted the people, and when
once they had feen the beaefit, I do not think the praice would
ever have been loft. To have provided plenty of turneps for
their winter fupport, and improved the breed by giving them
fome better tups, but to have done this gradually ia propor-
tion as their food improved. Turneps to b= for fome years the
only crop, except fmall pieces by way of trial. To have laid
down the land to grafs after a proper courfe of turneps in the
manner and with the feeds I pra@ifed in Hertfordfhire, which
would have fhewn what that operation is. There is nota
complete meadow in the whole country. T haye proportion~
ed the fheepto the turneps at the rate of from twenty to thirty
an acre according to ths goodnefs of the crop : there is a pow-
erin fuch wafte tra@s of keeping any number in fummer ; the
common people keep them all the year round on the mopma'xli‘ri:,

e

mer, efpecially in [o wet a climate as Treland ; and avken no more is
pafd for a day in Fuly than in December. Some of my banks fell
awith the Autimn rains, owing to two caufes ; firfi, the men, infead
zf Anowiing hows to make a ditch wweve mountaineers, who fearcely
new the right end of a fpade ; and fecondly, it proved the dryefl
Jeafon that ever wwas knowwn in Ireland. Vit 1
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The annual produ@ of the improved land is ‘in this fyftem
very eafily afeertained. Suppofe only twenty * fheep per acre,
and no more than fifteen lambs from them, worth two fhillings
and fixpence each, it isthirty-feven fhillings and fixperce, and
the twenty fleeces at one fhilling make fifty-feven fhillings and
fixpence : about three pound therefore may be reckoned the
loweft value of an acre of turneps at ficlt 5 but as fucceffive
crops on the fame Jand improve greatly, they would winter
more than twenty, and both lambs and wool be more valuable,
fo that from a variety of circumitances 1 hayeattended to in that
country, [ am clear the common value of the turneps might be
carried to four pounds, and in the courfe of a few years per-
haps to five pounds an acre.  And to ftate the expence of fuch
an improvement completely finifhed at ten pounds an acre, in-
cluding every article whatever ; three crops of turneps amply
repay the'whole, and the future produce or rent of the land,
neat profit. ~ This would be lwentfy fhillings an acre ; twenty-
five thillings are commonly paid for much worfe land. “The
real fa& of fuch improvements is a landlord’s accepting an
eftate gratis, or at leaft paying notbing but trouble for it.
Nearly fuch conclufions muft be drawn frow lord Altamont’s
mountain works, of which an account is given in the minutes.
T'ihould remark that the people 1 employed, though as igno-
rant as any in the kingdom, and had never feen a turnep hoe,
hoed the turneps when I thewed them the manner, very rea-
dily, and though not fkilfully, well enough to prove their do-
cility would not be wanting ; it was the fame with the paring
mattock, and the Norfolk turnep fower. They very readily
execute orders, and feem to give their inclination to it.

There are feveral reafons which make thefe improvements
more profitable and eafy in Ireland than they are in England,
‘There are no common rights to encounter, which are the curfe
of our moors. Buildings, which in England form one of the
heavieft articles, are but a trifling expence ; make the land
good, and you will let it readily without any at all ; or at leaft
with an allowance of a roof towards a cabbin ; and laftly, the
proportionate ‘value of improved land compared with that of
vaimproved is much higher than it is with us, owing to the
want of capital, rendering all improvements {o rare, and to the
common people fo difficult. Three hundred pounds a year
{teadily employed in fuch an undertaking, woyld in a few years
create an eftate fufficient for the greateft undertakings : bur
fuccefs depends.on a regular unbroken exertion, a point I found
very few perfons in Ireland thoroughly underftood, owing to
their not being accuftomed to large flocks of theep regularly
depending on turneps. At the fame time that this work was
carrying on, his lordfhip, by my advice, encouraged the pea-

* It is t0 be moted that flock [beep are only baited, and that
chiefly in bad weather,  The winters in Ireland are much milder

thar; in England, 2
ARLTY
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fantry to take in fmall patts of thefe mountains themfelves.

The adjoining farms being out of leafe, he had a power of
doing what he pleafed ; I marked a road, and affigned porti-
ons of the wafte on each fide to fuch as were willing to form
the fences in the manner prefcribed, to cultivate and inhabit
the land, allowing each a guinea towards his cabbin, and pro-
mifing the beft land rent free for three years, and the worlt for
five ; the eagernefs with which the poor people came into this
fcbeme, convinced me that they wanted nothing but 2 little
encouragement to enter with all their might and fpiritinto the
great work of improvement. They trufted to mny affurance
enough \to go to work upon the ditches, and alually made a
confiderable progrefs. In all undertakings of this fort in Ire-
land it is the poor cottars, and the very little farmers, who are
the beft tools to employ, and the beft renants to let the land to ;
but this circumftance raifes many enemies to the work ; the
better fort who have been ufed to tread upon and opprefs, are
ill pleafed to fee any importance or independancy given to
them : and the whole race of jobbing gentlemen, whofe conr
verfation for ever takes the turn of ridiculing the poverty of
the cottar tenants, will always be ready with an equal cargo of
falfhood and ignorance to decry and depreciate any underta~
king which is not to conduce to their own benefit : if a land-
lord does not fteadily refolve to langh at all this trafh, he had
better never think of improvements.

Trifling as they have been on the Irifth mountains, yer are
the bogs ftill more negleéted. The minutes of the journey
jhew that a few gentlemen have executed very mentorious
works even in thefe, but as they, unfortunatiely for the public,
do not live upon any of the very extenfive bogs, the inhabi-
tants near the latter deny the application of their remarks.
Bogs are of two forts, black and red.. The black bog is gene-
rally very good, it is folid almoft to the furface, yields many
afhes in burning, and generally admitted to be improveable
though at-a heavy ezpence. The red fort has ufually a
reddifh fubftance five or fix feet deep from the furface, which
Lolds water like a {punge, yiclds no afhes in burning, and is
fuppofed to be utterly irreclaimable.

_ Inthe variety of theories which have been flarted to account
1or the formation of bogs, difficulties occur which are not ea-
fily folved : yet are there many circumftances which affit in
tracing the canfe. Various forts of trees, fome of them of 2
great fize, are very genérally foundin them, and ufually at the
bottoin, oak, fir, and yew the moft common ; the roots of thefe.
trees are faft in the earth ; fome of the trees feem broken off,
others appear 16 be cut, but more with the marks of fire on
them.  Under fome bogs of a confiderable depth there are yet
to'be feen the furrows of land once ploughed. T'he black bog
is a folid weighty mafs which cuts almoft.like butter, and upon
examinaticn appears to refemble rotten wood.  Under thered

gt RS B8 Sad T § Lot bogs
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bogs there is always a firatum if not equally folid with the black
bog, nearly fo, and makes as good fuel. There is upon the
black as well asthe red ones a furface of that fpungy vegetable
mafs which is cleared away to get at the bog for fuel, but it is
fhallow on thefe. - Sound trees are found equally in both forts.
Both differ extremely from the hogs I have feea in England in
the inequality of the furface ; the Irith ones are rarely level
but rife into hills. I have {een one in Donnegal which is 2 per+
fect fcenery of hill and dale. The fpontaneous growth moft
common is beath ; with fome bog myrtle, rufhes and a little
fedgy grafs. As far as I can judge by roads, laying gravel of
any fort, clay, earth, &c. improvesthe bog, and brings good
grafs. The depth of them is varions, they have begn fathom-
ed to that of fifty feet, and fome are-faid to be ftill deeper.

- From thefe circumftances it appears, that a foreft cut, burnt,
or.broken down, is probably the origin of a bog. In all coun~
tries' where wood is fo common as to be a weed, it is deftroy-
ed by burning, it is fo around the Baltic, and in America at
prefent.  The native Jrifh might cut and burn their woods
enough for the tiee to fall, and in the interim between fuch an
operation, and fucceflive culture, wars and other inteftine di-
vifions might prevent it in thofe fpots, which fo negle@ed af-.
terwards became bogs. Trees lying very thick on the ground
would become an impediment to all ftreams and cwirents, and
gathering in their branches, whatever rubbifh fuch waters
brought with them, form a mafs of a fubftance which time
might putrefy, and give that acid quality to, which would
preferve fome of the trunks though not the branches of the
trees. The circumftance of red bogs being black and folid at
the bottom, would feem 1o indicate that a' black bog has re-
ceived lefs acceffion from the growth and putrefa@ion of vege=
tables after the formation than the red ones, which from fome
circumftances of foil or water might yield 2 more luxuriant
furface vegetation, till it produced that mafs of fpunge which
is now found on the furface. That this fuppofition is quite fa-
tisfactory I cannot affert, butthe effe® appears to be at leaft
poflible, and accounts for the diftintion between the two
kinds. That they receive their form and increafe from a cone
ftant vegetation appear from their rifing into hills, if they did
not vegetatc the quantity of water they contain would keep
them on 2 level. ‘T'he places where the traces of ploughing
are found, 1 fhould fuppofe were cnce fields adjoiring to the
woods, and when the bog rofe to a certain height it lowed gra-
dually over the furrounding land.

But the means of fnproving them is the moft important con-
fideration at prefent.  Various methods have been prefcribed,
and fome finall improvements have been effe@ed by a few gen-
tlemen, but at fo large an expence that it is a queftion how far
their operations anfwered. Here, therefore, one muft call in
theory to our aid from 4 deficiency of praice. Fortunately for
# bog improver, drains are cut at fo fmall an expencs, in zhe!;n.

taat
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that that neceffary work is done at a very moderate coft.
But in fpungy ones it muft be repeated annually, according
to the fubftance of the bog, and no other work attended to
but finking the drains lower and lower, by no means iill
you come to the bottom, (the neceflity of which is a vulgar
error) but till the fpaces betsveen them will bear an ox in
boots. Then the furface thould be levelled and burnt, and I
would advife nothing to be done for a year or two but rollers as
heavy as might be, kept repeatedly going over it, in order to
prefs and confolidate the furface. Before ary thing elfe was
attempted I would fee the effedt of this ; probably the draining
and rolling would bring up a frefh furface of vegetables not
feen before, in that cate I fhould have very few doubts of fi-
nithing the work with the feeding, treading, and fold of theep
which would encourage the white clover and grafles to vege-
tate ftrongly ; fortunately for any operation with fheep they
can be kept fafely, asthey never rot in a drained bog. A ve-
ry ingenious friend of mine thinks the whole might be done
with fheep with little or no draining, but from viewing the
bogs Tam clear that is impoffible.  During the time of roiling
and fheep feeding, the drains I would have kept clean and
open, the labour of which would regularly be lefs and lefs.
When the furface was fo hard as to bear cars, marle, clay,
gravel, or earth,' might be carried on according to diftance,
which with the theep feeding would convert it into good mea-
dow. But as carting in a large improvement would probably
be too expenfive ; I thould think it worth while to try the ex~
periment whether it would not be pralicable to fink a fhaft
through the bog into the gravelor earth beneath it, boarding
or walling, and plaftering with terrafs or cement, in order to
be able to draw upthe under ftratum, as all the chalk in Hert-
fordfhire is raifed, that is, wound up in buckets ; chalk is fo
raifed and wheeled on to the land for the price of eight-pence
the load of twenty buthels, and is found a cheap improvement
at that price, ver the chalk drawers, as they call themfelves,
earn two fhillisgs and two and fixpence each day. Whatever
the means ufed, certain it is that no meadows are equal to
thofe gained by improving a bog ; they are of a value which
fcarcely any other lands rife to : ia Ireland T fhould fuppofe it
would not fali thort of forty fhillings an agre, and rife in inany

eafes to three pounds.
A
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Cattlem=tV 00l—Winter Food.

v

THE cattle in Ireland are much better than the tiilage ;
in the management of the arable ground the Irith are five
centuries behind the beft cultivated of the Englith eounties,
but the moifture of the climate, and the richnefs of the foil,
have reared, affifted with importations from England, a breed of
cattle and fheep, though not equal to ours, yet not fo many
degrees below them as might be expe@ed from other circum-
ftances., The following table will thew the prices and profic
on fattening bullocks and cows. y

1 FAT BULLOCKS anp COWS.

Places. Price, Bull. | Profit, |Prite, Cow.} Profit.
Loosodofill sodof L iss i datL Bsi d.
Gibbftown, 10 0 0j{4 0o0}5 10 o}l1 150
Lord Betive, 4 2 61176
Packenham, 4 o0 ojz oo
Tullamore, 3 7 612 oo
Shaen Caftle, 4 1o of{1r16o
Ballynakill, 510 ol2 §o
Mr. Builer, 5 o ol3 ool3 5 ofj2 oo
Belle Ifle, 3 1§ e 1i6
Longford, 4 o0 ofli15o
Mercra, 410 0}J2100}3 10 of1 100
Holymount, 2 16 oj1 100
Drumoland, 3 10 o|l2 oo
Clare, 6 o oj4 00|3 10 0}b2 00
Caltle Oliver, 5 o o3 83
Tipperary, . 445 0
Cuilen, 6 o oJ]3110o0{4 10 0l2 00
Average, 6 0o of3 76/3 16 of1166

Thefyitem purfued in fatting thefe beafts is explained fully
in the minutes of the journey. Ithink the profit remarkably
forall. - The exportation of beef, and its prices, will be given
under the article Trae, as it forms a principal branch of the
commerce of Ireland.

Places,
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SHEEP. SHEEP.
Places. Fleece. | Profit. Places, Fleece. | Profit.
Ib.grs. | s. d. b grs.| s @
Slaine, 4 % Tipperary, 5 3|10 ©
Tullaniore, 6 Mr. Moore, 7
Shaen Callle, 4 Furnefs, 5 3
Mr. Vicars, 6 2 Gilofter, 5 3
Mr. Brown, 10 o{] Johnftown, 5 3
Kilfain, 53 Mr. Head, 0o ©
Profpe&, 53 Cullen, 5319
Mr. Pepper, 8 Mitchell'sTown| 3
Florence Court, | 3 B
Strokeftown, 5 17 o|[ Averages, 5 1 o
Ditto, io o g s L Sy
Elphin, 5 10 o || Averages of
Mercra, 4 the Tour
Mr. Brown, 4 thro’ the N. 5 lo_ =
Weftport, 5 of England. '
Moniva, 4 2 Do.E. of Engl.{ 5 2|11 8
Drumoland, 5 3 o] e
Annfgrove, 4 AverageofEngl.| 5 1 t1o 10
Lord Donneraile| 8 —]——
Adair, 7 Average of Irel.' ¢ 11 o

From hence the remark 1 often made in Ireland is confirmed,
that their fheep are on an average better than thofe in Eng-
land ; the weight of the fledce is nearly- equal to it, and
profit rather higher, notwithftanding mutton is dearer in Eng-
land ; this is owing to the price of wool being fo much higher
in Ireland than it 1s with us. | The following table will fhew
the price of it for fourteen years in both kingdoms.

Wool in the Fleece, Jreland. | W ool in the Fleece,Lincolnfbire.
Tod reduced
Per flone o flone o,
16 /6. {16 Ib.f
s. d. . s. d.
In the year 1764 — 11 of Intheyear 1764 — 11 4
%65 — Tfo © 1765 =— 11 4
1766 — 11 © 1766 — 12 0
1767 — 13 0 1767 — 10 8
1768 — 13 6 1768 — o
. 1769 = 13 6 1769 =~ 80
A 1970 —~ 14 0 1770 ~— 83
: 1771 == 14 © 1771 — 8 o0
1772% — 0 0 17722 — 83
1773 — oo 1773 — 84
o> ¥ Unfestled but wvery bigh,
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Wool in the Fleece, Ireland. |Wool in the Fleece, Lincolnfbire.
2 Tod reduced
er flone Lo fione v

16/11‘5. ! Jlﬂ6'1£.f

g s. d. ; . s. d.
In the year 1774 ~— 14 o] Intheyear1774 — g o.
o tagys == Kb o 1775 — 96

1776 = 16 € . 1776, — 100
17728~ 17 6 1777 — 99.

1778 == 0 0} . ., 1778 — 8o

1779 . — ©0 a7 b1 69

Average, f Average, —_

\\=]
w

47 per cent higher in Ireland that in England.

From hence it appears, that wool has been amazingly higher
in Ireland, which accounts for the fuperiority in the profit of
fheep. There are feveral reafons for their ‘height of price,
but the principal are a decreafe in the quantity produced, and
at the fame time an encreafe in the confumption. ‘The boun-
ty on the inland carriage of corn, as I fhall fhew hereafter, has
occafioned the ploughing up great trals of theep walk; and
at the fame time the poor people have improved in their cloath=
ing very much : theie reafons are fully fufficient to account for .
that rife in the price of wool, which has brought it to be higher
than the Englith rate.. There is, however, another very pow-
erful reafon, which has had a conftant operation, and which
is the cheapnefs of fpinning ; in'Ireland this is twopence half-
penny and threepence, but in England fivepence and fixpence.
Great quantities are therefore fpun. into yarn in Ireland,
and in that {tate exported to England, for the price of the la-
bour is fo low, that a yarn manufa@urer can afford to give a
much higher price for wool than an Englith one, and yet
fell the yarn itfclf, after the expence of freight is added, as
cheap as Englifh yarn. The quantities of yarn, &c. expost-.
ed, will be {feen hereafter. ’ e

Many gentlemen have made very fpirited attempts in im-
proving the cattle and flieep in Ireland, fo that the nizture of
the Englith breed of cattle has fpread all over the kingdom,;
Englith fheep are alfo extending. The minutes of the jour-
ney thew that the fize of the bullocks is much encreafed in the
laft twenty years.

But profitable as fheep are in Ireland, they are not near fo as
they might be, if turneps were properly atiended to: and the
reafon why oxen and cows yield ftill lefs is the {ame deficiency.
The mildnefs of the climate enables the flock-mafter to do
with but little winter food, and this natural advantage proves

§ Cammm;imte(l&_y Mr. Jofbua Fine in the woollen trade, Dublin.
I Communicated by Mr, Fames Oaks in the avoollen trade, Bury,
Suffolk. ;

an
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an attificial evil, for it prevents thofe exertions, which the far-
mersin other countries are obliged to make, in order to fupport
their flocks and herds. Mild as the Irith climate is, the gra-
ziers in Tipperary, that is in.the fouth of the kingdom, find
fothing more profitable than turneps, though hoeing them is
quite uiknown, and by mians of that root, fo very imperfe&ly
managed, fupply Dublin with muytton in the fpring, to their
very great emolument. But the want of winter food is more
apparent in black cattle, which upon fuch very rich land,
ought to tife to a fize which is fcarce ever met with in Ireland,
the ufudl weight being frem four to cight hundred ; but from
four hundred and a half to fiveand fix hundred weight, the
common fizé 6n the rich grounds of Limerick ; fuch land in.
England is covered with herds that weigh from ten to fifteen
hundred weight each ; this vaft difference is owing to their be-
ing reared the two firft winters with fuch a deficiency of food,
that their growth is ftinted, fo that when they come upon the
fine bullock land, they are of a fize which can never be fat~
tened to the weight of Englith oxen. The deficiency in
turneps, &c. renders hay very valuable in Ireland, which oc-
cafions its being given fparingly to cattle ; but if they had
while young, as many turneps as they would eat in addition to
their prefent guantity of hay, and were proteQted in warm yards
againft the wind and rain, they would rife to a fize unknown at
prefent in that kingdom. Upon this and a variety of other ac-
counts, there is fcarcely any obje& in its agriculture of fo
much importance as the introdu&ion of that plant under the
right cultivation. .

S EC T I O'N '"XIL
TythisiChurch Linds:
UR fifter kingdom labours under this heavy burden as well
as her neighbours, to which is very much owing the un- "

cultivated ftate of fo great a part of her territory.  The fol- |
lowing are the minutes of the journey : ¢

Zlaces. :
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Places § %‘ 4 s g § &
Rla|S &5 18
s. d.|s. d.{s. d.|s. d.is. d.]s. d. 5. d
Cellbridge, 7 © 5 ofs © 5 o
Dolleftown, 5 o0 3 of5 o 3 o
Slaine, 7 ols o3 6] 36 ;
Packenham, 7 ol7 o!5 oj7 o z2 003
‘Tullamore, 5 o|3 o3 ofls o § oo0o0f
Shaen Caftle, 7 o|5 oi3 6|6 o - I M
Brownfhill, 5 ol3 ojz 6f{34 o 3 o
Kilfaine, 8 o7 olg o}7 o 4 0
Mount Kennedy,] to o}4 o4 o
Hampton, 8 6|8 ofs o 4 6
Ardmagh, 5 o'3 o :
Lecale, 2s. 2d. an acre for the whole crop,
Shaen Caftle, 234
Clonleigh, 7 ols o 5 of5 ©
Srrokeﬂown 8 o{8 o|3 0|8 o "
Mercra, 8 0o]6 ol4 o 3 o .
Drumoland, § o]3 o}z o 10 0 o 2%
Annfgrove, 8 0|6 of 6 0|6 afz ofa 3
Adair, 6 c|ls ol4 o 9 olz olo 2
Ballycanvan, s 6ls 65 6 5. 26 o 6
g:hn&own, 6 o|3 o3 of6 o]|6 o ¥
erry, 5. 0}5 ofz Ols ofs o]z ©
Cullen, 8 of7 of4 617 olitolz B8
Averages, 6 915 4(3 8]s 117 2|3 3jo 23
Wheat.| Barley.} Ouats. | Hey.
Averageof the Tourthrough
the North ofEngla.nd AT EOEBANIERG hk Uy B
Eaftern ditto, 5 A I BN (B A
Average, - - - 41113 u% 3 oft 1o
Ireland, per Englith acre, 4 233 a4lz 322 o

This
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This table does not ¢ontain any proof that'tythes in Ireland
'are unreafonably rated j but that there are abufes in the modes
‘of levying them is undoubted : the greateft that I heard of
,were the notes and bonds taken in fome parts of that kingdom
by the pro&ors for the paynient of tythes, which bear intereft,
and which are fometimes continued for feveral years, principal
.and intereft being confolidated until the fum becones too great

for the poor man to pay, when great extortjons are complained
of, and formed the grievasce. which feemed moft to raife the
refentmientof the rioters, Galled Whiteboys.; The great powet
of the proteftant gentleinen render their conpofitions very light,
while the .poor catholic js made in tqo many cafes to pay fe-
verely for the deficiencies of his betters. This isa greatabufe,
but not to be remedied till the whole kingdom is animated with
a different fpirit. | |

The houfe of commons fome years ago pafled a vote, decla-
ring every lawyer an enemy to his country, who in any way
whatever was concerned in any cafe of tythe for fat bullocksand
cows ; and without its becoming a law was fo compleatly obey -

ed, that it has regulated the bufinefs ever fince ; it was cer-
tainly a reproach to that parliament, that potatoes and turf
were not the objeds ; for if any thing called for fo violent an
exemption, it was certainly the potatoe garden and fuel of the
poor cottar.

No obje&s in both the kingdoms can well be of greater im-
portance than a fixed compofition for tythe.” Itisa modeof pay-
ment fo difagreeable in every refpe to the clergy, and foruin-
ous fo the' laity, that a’ general public improvement would
follow fuch a meafure. In Ireland there can be'no doubt but
the recompence thould be land, were it for no other reafon but
having in every parifh a glebe fufficient for the ample and agrees
able refidence of a re&or.  Force by the moft exprefs penalries
by fatute law, the refidence of the clergy, after which extend
that moft excellent law which enables any bithop to expend, in
a palace, offices, or domain wall, two years revenues of the fee,
with a_power of charging, by his laft will, his fucceffor with
the payment of the whole of the fum to whatever ufes he leaves
it, who in like manner is enabled to charge his fucceflor with
three fourths, and fo on ; this law fhould be extended to par-
tonage houfes, with this affiftance, that wherever the retor or
vicar proved the expenditure of two years revehue in a houfe,
he fhould receive a permit from the grand jury, for expending
half as much more for offices, walling, &c. and when in like
manner he brought his certificate of fo doing, the money to.be
paid hitm by the county treafurer in like manner as the prefent-
ment roads are done at prefent, not however to leave it at the
option of the jury. Arefident clergy fpending in the parifh the
whole of their receipts, would in all refpe@s be fo-advantage-
ous and defirable, that it is fair the county fhould aflit in
enabling them to do it in a liberal manner. The expence

would
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would be gradual, and never amount very high, if churches,
when greatly wanted, were built at the fame time.  If the ex-
pence was for a time confiderable, ftill it would be laid out in
2 manner amply to repay it. Decent edifices rifiag in all parts
of the kingdom, would alone, in the great bufinefs of civiliza~
tion, be advantageous; it would ornament the country, as
well as humanize minds, accuftomed to nothing better than
cabbins of mud; and fecuring one refident gentleman of fome
learning and ideas in every parifh of the kingdom, living on a
property in which he had an intereft for life, could fearcely fail
of introducing improvements in agriculture and planting ; the
whole county would prefic by fuch circumftances, and ought to
affift in the expence. I muft obferve, however, that fuch plans
fhould depend entirely on the clergy accepting a perpetual re-
compence in lieu of tythes; for asto a pablic expence, to
introduce refident retors, whofe bufinefs, when fized, would
be an extenfion and feverity in that tax, and prove a premium
on taking them in kind to the ruin of agriculture, common
fenfe would certainly diGtate a very different expenditure of the
public money. So burthenfome is this mode of payment, that
where their refidence is followed by tythes being paid in kiad,
the clergyman, who ought to be an objeét beloved and revered,
lives really upon the ruin of all his parifhioners, fothat inftead
of giving public money to bring hiwm iato a parifh, no applica-
tion of thofe funds would be more beneficial in fuch a cafe,
than to purchafe his abfence. If ever fuch plans came in agi-
tation, it would certainly be right to eftablith a provifion for
parifh clerks, to teach the children of all religions to read
and write.

Therevenues of the clergy in Ireland, are very confiderable.
Here is alift of the bifhoprics with the annual value, which I
have had correfted fo often in the neighbourhood of each that
I believe it will be found nearly exaét.

L L
The Primacy per ann. 8,000 Clonfert,

— 2,400
Dublin, — 5,000 Clogher, — 4,000
Tuam, —_— 4,000 Kilmore, —_ 2,600
Cafhel, — 4,000 Elphin, - 3,760
Derry, - 7.000 Killala, - 2,900
Limerick, - 3.500 Kildare, — 2,600
Corke, — 2,700 Raphoe, — 2,600
Cloyne, —_ 2,500 .Meath, — 3,450
Offory, — 2,000 Kiilaloo, - — 2,300
Waterford, o 2,500 LeighlinandFerns, 2,200
Down, "= 2,300 e
Dromgre, — 2,000 73,400

Vor. }’I.’ F : This
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This total dces not, however, matk the extent or value of
the land which yieldsit. I was informed in converfation that
the lands of the primacy would, if lett as a private eftate, be
worth near one hundred thoufand a year. Thefe of Derry
half as much, and thofe of Cafhel near thirty thoufand 2
year. Thefe circumftances taken into the account will fhew
that feventy-four thoufand pounds a year include no_inconfi-
derable portion of the kingdom. I have been alfo informed,
but not on any certain authority, that thefe fees have the pa-
tronage of an ecclefiaftical revenue of above one hundred and
fifty thoufand pounds a year more.

SECTTION XIV.
Abfentees.

T HERE are very few countries in the world that do not
experience the difadvantage of remitting a part of their
rents to landlords who refide elfewhere ; and it muft ever be
fo while there is any liberty left to mankind of living where
they pleafe. In Ireland the amount proportioned to the tetri-
tory 1s greater probably than in moft other inftances ; and not
having a free trade with the kingdom in which fuch abfentees
fpend their fortunes, it is cut off from that return which Scot-
land experiences for the lofs of her rents.

Some years ago Mr. Morris publifhed a lift of the Irifh abfen-
tees, and their rentals, but as every day makes confiderable
alterations, it is of courfe grown obfolete, this induced me to
form a new one, which I got corre@ted by a variety of perfons
living in the neighbourhood of many of their refpeive eftates:
in fuch a detail, however, of private property, there muft ne-
ceffarily be many miftakes,

f:5#3 1
Lord Donnegal, — 31,000 Lord Abercorn, — 8,000

Lord Courtnay, == 30,000 Mr. Dutton, —_ 8,000
Duke of Devonthire, 18,000 Mr. Barnard, — . 8,000
Ear) of Milton, — 18,000 London Society, — 8,000
Earl of Shetburne, 18.000 Lord Conyngham, — 8,000
Lady Shelburne, — 15,000 Lord Cahir, — 8,000
Lord Hertford, — 14,000 Earlof Antrim, — 8,000
Marquis of - Rocking- Mr.Bagnall, ~— 7,000

bam, =~ =~ 14,000 Mr. Longfield, — 7,000
Lord Barrymore, 10009 Lord Kenmare, = 7,000
Lord Montrath, 10,000 Lord Nugent, — = 7,000
Lord Befborough, 10,000 Lord Kingfton, — 7,000
Lord Egremont, — 10,000 Lord Valentia, — 7,000
Lord Middleton, 19,000 “Lord Grandiffon, — 7,000
Lord Hilfborough, 10,000 Lord Clifford, — 6,0c0
Mr, Stacpoole, -— 10.000 Mr. Sloane, — 6,000
Lord Darnley, -~ 9,000 Lord Egmont, =~ 6,000

Lord
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5
Lord Upper Offory, — 6,000
Mr. Silver Oliver, — 6,060
Mr. Dunbar, — — 6,000
Mr, Hemy Obrien, — 6,000
Mr. Mathew, —— 6,000
Lord Irnham, - 6,000
Lord Sandwich, — 6,000

Lord Vane, —-- 6.600
Lord 'Dartry, —  6.000
Lord Fane, - — . §,000

Lord Claremont, . — 5,000
Lord Carbury, =~ 5,000
Lord Clanrickard, -~ 5,000
Lord Farnham, —  g§,000
Lord Dilton, — 5,000
Sir W, Rowley, — 4,000
Mr. Palmer, — 4,000
Lord Clanbraffil, — 4,000
Lotd Maftareen, — 4,000
Lord Corke, — 4,000
Lord Portfmouth, —— 4,000
Lord Afhbrook, -— 4,000
Lord Villiers, == 4,000
Lotd Bellew, — 4,000
Sir Laurence Dundafs, ’ 4,000
A'fen family, — 4,000
Mr. O'Callaghan, — 4,090
General-Montagu, — 4,000
Mr. Fitzmaurice, — 4,000
Mr. Needham, ~— 4,000
Mr.Cook, - — 4,000
Mr. Annefley, — 4,000
Lord Kerry, — 4.000
Lord Fitzwilliam, — 4,000
Vifcount Fitzwilliam, 4 000
Englith Corporation, 3,500
Lord Bingley, <=/ 735500
Lord Dacre, — 3,000
Mr.Murray of Broughton, 3,000
Lord Ludlow,  — 3,000
Lord Weymouth, — 3 o000
Lord Digby, — 3,000
Lord Fortefcue, -~ 3.000
Lord Derby, — ~— 3,000
Lord Fingall, — 3,000
Blundenheireffes, — 3.000
Lady Charleville, — 3 000
Mr. Warren, — 3,000

Mr. St. George, — 3,oc~oF

Mr. John Barry, -—
Mr. Edwards, -
Mr, Freeman, —_—
Lord Newhaven, ~—
Mr. Welth; (Kerry)
Lord Pahinerftown,
Lord Beaulieu,
Lord Verney,
Mr. Bunbury,
Sir George Saville,
Mrs. Newman, —
Col, Shirley, -—
Mr, Campbell, —

i

Mr. Minchin,

Mr. Burton,

Duke of Dorfet, —
Lord Powis, —
Mr. Whitthead, —
Sir Eyre Coote, —
Mr. Upton, —

Mr. JohnBaker Holroyd,
Sir N. Bayley, —_
Duke of Chandois,

Mr. S. Campbell, —
Mr. Athroby, — —
Mr, Damer,  —
Mr. Whitetead, —
Mr. Welbore Ellis,

M. Folliot, 2
Mr, Donellan, —
Mrs. Wil{on, —
Mr. Forward, , —
Lord Middlefex, —
Mr. Supple,  —

Mr. Nagles, - = —
Lady Rancleigh, —
Mr. Addair, * —
Lord Sefton, —_—
Lord Tyrawley, —
Mr. Woodcock, — —
Sir Jobn Millar, —

Mr. Baldwyn,

Dr. Moreton,

Dr. Delany, e
Sir William Yorke, —
Mr. Arthur Barry, —
Lord Dyfart, —
Lord Clive, —_
Mr. Bridges, s

2 :
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3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
3,000
2,500
2,500
2,500
2,500
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
2.000
2,000

' 2,000

2,000
2,000
2,000
2,000
1,800
1,800
1,700
1,600
1,600
1,600
1,500

Mir,
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g . I
Mr. Cavenagh,” = 1,50 Mr. Shepherd, —
Mr. Cuperden, =— 1,500 Sit P. Depnis, — . 1,000
Lady Cunnigby, — ' 1,500 LadyDean, —

8

Mr. Annefley, 1,500 Lord Lifburpe, —
Mr. Hauren, 1,500 Mr. Ralph Smith, ~— 1,000

Mr, Long, —— 1,500 Mr, Ormfby, ~— 1,000
Mr, Oliver Tilfon, «— 1,500 Lord Stanhope, =— 1,000
Mr. Piumtree, — 1,400 Lord Tilney, — 1,000
Mr. Pen, - — 1,400 Lord Vere, —_ 1,000
Mr. Rathcormuc, — 1,200 Mr, Hoar, - - 1,000
Mr, Worthington, — 1,200 Mrs. Gievill, — . 1,000
Mr. Rice, - 1,200 Mr. Nappier, — 1,000
Mr. Ponfonby, — 1,200 Mr, Echlin, —_ 800
General Sandlord, — 1,200 Mr. Taaf, — goo

— 1,200 Mr: Alexander, — oo
Mr. Dodwell, — 1,200 Mr. Hamilion, — 800
Mr. Lock, - 1,200 Mr. Hamilton,(Longford) 8oo
Mr. Cramer, _— 1,200 Mr. William Barnard, $00:
Mr. W, Long, — 1,200 SirP. Leicefter — . 800
Mr. Rowley, —_ 1,200 Mr. Moreland, — 8oo

Mr. Bafil,

Mifs Mac Artney, — 1,200 Mr, Cam, — 700
Mr. Sabine, — 1,100 Mr. Jonathan Lovett, 700
Mr. Carr, — 1,000 Mr. Hull, —_— 700
Mr. Howard, — 1,000 Mr. Staunton, o 700 °

SirF.and Lady Lum, 1,000 Mr, Richard Barry, == 900
Lord Albemarle, ~~ 1,000 Colonel Barré, — 600
Mr. Butler; - 1,000 Mr. Afhen, —_ 600
Mr. J. Pleydell, — 1,000 Lady St Leger, -— 600,
Mrs. Clayton, — 1,000 Sir John Hort, —, 500
Mr, Obins, — 1,000 Mr. Edmund Burke, — 3500
Lord M¢Cartney, — 1,000 Mr. Ambrofe,- — 500
Mr, Chichefter, — 1,000 »

|

Total 732,200,

This tetal, though not equal to what has been reported, is
certainly an-emazing drain upon a kingdem cut off frem the
re-ation of a free trade, and {uch an one as wmuft have 2 very
confiderable effeét in preventing the natural courfe of its proi-
perity. ke is not the fimple amount of the rental being remit-.
ted into another country, but the damp on-all forts of iwprove-
ments, and the total want of eountenance and encouragement
which the lower tepantry labour under. The landlord at fuch
a-great diftance is ont of the way of all complaints, or which
is the fame thing, of examining into, or remedying evils ;
miferies of which he can fee nothing, and probably hear
as little of, can make no imprefion, All that is required
of the agent is to be punttual in his temittances, and.
asto the people who pay him, they arc.too often welcome
to go 1o the devil, provided theirsents could be paid from his

territorics,

.



POPULATION. 85

territoriess  This is the general piure.  God forbid it fhould
be univerfally true ! there are abientees who expend large fums
upon their eftates in Iretand ; the earl of Shelburne has made
great exertions for the introduion of Englith agriculture. Mr.
Fitzmaurice has taken every means to eftablith a manufaéture.
T'he bridge at Lifmore is an inftance of liberal magnificence in
the duke of Devontfhire. The church and other buildings at
Belfaft do lionour to lord Donnegall. The church and town of
Hiltborough, are ftriking monuments of what that nobleman
performs.  Lord Conyngham’s expenditure in his abfence in
building and planting merits the higheft praife, nor are many
other inftances wanting, equally to the advantage of the king-
dom, and the honour of the individuals.

I¢ will not be improper here to add, that the amount of the
penfion lift of Ireland, the 2gth of September, 1779, amounted
to 84,5911, per annum ; probably therefore, abfentees, penfions,
offices, and intereft of money, amountto above A MiLLiON!

S ECTTION XV

Population.

IT is very aftonifhing that this fubjet fhould be fo little un-
derftood in moft countries ; even in England, which has gi-
ven birth to fo many treatifes on the ftate, caufes and confe-
quences of it, folittle is known, that thofe whohavethe beft
means of information, confefs their ignorance in the variety of
their opinions. Thofe political principles which fhould long,
ere this time, have been fixed and acknowledged, are difpu-
ted ; erroneous theories ftarted, and even the evidence of falts
denied. But thefe mifchievous errors ufually proceed from the
rage of condemnation, and the croaking jaundiced fpirit,which
determines to deduce public tuin from {fomething ; if not from a
king, a minifter, a.war, a debt, or a peftilence, from depopula-
tion. In fhort, if it was not to be attributed to any thing, ma-
ny a calculator would be in bedlam with difappointment. We
have feen thefe abfurdities carried to fuch a length as to fee
grave treatifes publithed, and with refpe&table names to them,
which have declared the depopulation of England itfelf to take
place even in the moft produtive period of her induftry and her
wealth,  This is not furprifiag, for there are no follies too ridi-
culous for wife men fometimes to patronize, but the amazing
circumflance is that fuch tra&s are believed, and that harmlefs
politicians figh in the very hey day of propagation, left another
age thould fee a ferule land without people to eat the fruits of
it. Let population alone, and there is no fear of its taking care
of itfelf, but when fuch fooleries are made a pretence of re-
commending laws for the regulation of landed property, which
has been the cafe, fuch fpeculations fhould be treated with
contempt and deteftation ; while merely fpeculative, thev are

. perfeétly
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perfe@ly harmlefs, but let them become a&tive in parliament,
and common fenfe fhould exert her power to kick the abfurdit
out of doors. To do juftice to the Irifh, I found none of this
folly in that kingdom : many a violent oppofer of government
is to be found in that country, ready enough to confefs that
population increafes greatly ;. the general tenour of the in~
formation in the minutes declare the fame thing. . .

There are feveral circumftances in Ireland extremely fa-
vourable to population, to which muft be attributed that coun-
try being fo much more populous than the ftate of manufaturing
indufiry would feem to imply. There are five caufes, which
may be particularized among others of lefs confequence. Firft,
There being no poor laws, ~Second, the habitations. - Third,
‘The generality of marriage. Fourtb, Children not being bur-
thenfome. Fifth, Potatoes the food. ¢

The laws of fettlement in England, which confine the poor
people to what is called their legal fettlements, one would
think framed with no other view than to be a check upon the
national induftry, it was, however, a branch of, and arofe from
thofe moruments of barbarity and mifchief, our poor rates, for
when once the poor were made, what they ought never to be
confidered a burthen, it was incumbent on every parith to lef-
fen as much as poffible their pumbers ; thefe laws were there-
fore framed in the very fpirit of depopulation, and moft certainiy
have for near two centuries proved a bar to the kingdom’s be-
coming as populous as it would otherwife have done. For-
tunately for Ireland, it has hitherto kept free from thefe evils,
and from thence refults a great degree of her prefent populati-
on. Whole families in that country will move from one place
t0 another with freedom, fixing according to the demund for
their labour, and the encouragement they receive to fettle,
The liberty of doing this is certainly a premium on their induf-
trv, and confequently to their increafe.

The cabbins of the poor Irith being fuch apparently miferable
habitations,is anothervery evident encouragement to populatior,
InEngland, where the poor are in many refpe@s in fuch a fu-
perior ftate, a couple will not marry unlefs they can geta houfe,

. to build which, take the kingdom through, will coft from
twenty-five to fixty pounds ; half the life, and all the vigour
and youth of a man and woman are paffed, before they can
fave fucha fum ; and when they have got it, fo burthenfome
are poor to a parifh, that it is twenty to one if they get per-
miffion to erect their cottage. But in Ireland the cabbin is not
an objet of a moment’s confideration; to poffefs a cow-and a
pig is an earlier aim ; the cabbin begins with a hovel, that is
crefted with two days labour, and the young couple pafs not
their youthin celibacy for want of a neft to produce their youn

in. 1Ifit comes to # matter of calculation, it will then be but
as four pounds to thirty,

Marriage
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Marriage is certainly more general in Ireland than in Enge
land ; Ifcarce ever found anunmarried farmer or cottar, but it
is feen more in other claffes; which with us do not marry at
all ; fuch as fervants ; the generality of footmen and maids,
in gentlemen’s families, are married, a circumftance we very
rarely fee in England.

Another point of importance is their children not being
burthenfome. 1n all the enquiries I made into the ftate of the
poor, Ifound their happinefs and eafe generally relative to the
number of their children, and nothing confidered as fuch a
misfortune as having none : whenever this is the fa&, or the
general idea, it muft neceflurily have a confiderable effe&t in
promoting early marriages, and confequently population.

The food of the people being potatoes is a point not of lefs
importance : for when the common food of the poor is fo dear
as to be an obje@ of attentive economy, the children will
want that plenty which is effential to rearing them ; the arti-
cle of milk, fo general in the Irifh cabbins, is a matter of the
firit confequence in rearing infants. The Irith poor in the
catholic parts of that country are fubfifted entirely upon land,
whereas the poor in England have fo little to do with it, that
they fubfilt almoft entirely from fhops, by a purchafe of their
neceflaries ; in the former cafe it muft be a matter of prodi-
gious confequence, that the produ& fhould be yielded by as
fmall a {pace of land as poffible ; this is the cafe with potatogs
more than with any other crop whatever.

As to the number of geople in Ireland I do not pretend to~

compute them, becaufe there are no fatisfaltory data whereon
to found any computation. - I have {een feveral formed on the
hearth tax, but all computations by taxes muft be erroneous,
they may be below, but they cannot be above the truth.
This is the cafe of calculating the number in England from
the houfe and window tax. In Ireland it is &ill more fo, from
the greater careleffnefs and abufes in colle®ing taxes. There
is, however, another reafon, the exemptions from the hearth-
money, which in the words of the a& are as follow: ** Thofe
“ who live upon alms and are not able ro get their livelihood
¢ by work, and widows, who fhall procure a certificate of
““ two juftices of the peace in writing yearly, that the houfe
¢¢ which they inhabit is not of greater value than eight fhill-
¢‘,ings by the year, and that they do not occupy lands of the
¢ value of eight fhillings by theyear, and that they have not
‘¢ goods or chattles to the value of four pounds *.¥ It muft
be very manifeft from hence, that this tax can be no rule
whereby to judge of the population of the kingdom. Captain
South’s account is drawn from this fource in the la%t century,
which made the people 1,034,102 in the year 1695+ ; the

* A Treatife of the Exchequer and Revenue of irelund. By
G.E.Howarp, Efg; Vol. 1. p. 90.

+ dbridgment of Phil, Tranf. Vol. iii. p. 665,
number
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number was computed by Sir W, Petty, in the year 1657 to
850,000 ; in 1688 at 1,200,000 ; and in 1767 the houfes taxzed
were 424,046. If the number of houfes in a kingdom were
known, we fhould be very far from knowing that of the peo-
ple, for the computation of fouror five per houfe, drawn from
only a thoufandth part of the total, and perhaps deduced from
that of a family rather than a houfe, can never fpeak the real
fa&t. T cannot conclude this fubje& without earneftly recom-
mending to the legiflature of Ireland, to order an attual enu-
meration of the whole people, for which purpofe 1 fhouid ap-
prehend a vote of the houfe of commons would be fufficient.
Such 2 meafure would be attended with a variety of beneficial
effefts, would prevent the rife of thofe errors which have been
mifchievous in England, and would place the great importance
of Ireland to the Britith empire, in that truly confpicucus light
in which it ought ever to be viewed, and in which it could not
fail to be confidered, while we bave theorifts, who infift that
the people of England do not amount to five millions.

The common idea is, that there are fomething under three
millions in Ireland.

S..E C T, al .04 Ny -XeVi
Public Works— Dublin Society.

BOUT twenty years ago Ireland inftead of being bur-
thened with a national debt, had at the end of every fef-
fions of parliament from fifty to fixty thoufand pounds, furplus
revenue in the Exchequer, at the difpofition of parliament :
this money was voted for public works. The members of the
the houfe of commons, at the conclufion of the feffions, met for
the purpofe of voting the ufes to which this money fhould be
applied ; the greater part of it was among themfelves, their
friends, or dependants ; and though fome work, of apparent
ufe to the public at large, was always the plea, yet under that
fanétion, there were a great number of very fcandalous private
jobs,which by degrees brought fuch a difcredit an thisimode of
applying publicmoney,that the conclufion of it,fromthe increafe
of the real expences of the public, was not much regretted. It
muft, however, be acknowledged, that during this period, there
were fome excellent works of acksowledged utility executed,
fuch as harbours, piers, churches, fchools, bridges, &c. built
and executed by fome gentlemen, if not with eeconomy;, atleatt
without any difhonourable mifapplication ; and as the whole
was fpent within the kingdom, it certainly was far from being
any great national evil, ;

But of all public works, none have been fo much favouredas
inland navigations ; a navigation board was eftablithed many
years ago for dire@ing the expenditure of the.fuims, granted
by parliament for thofe purpoics, and even regnlar funds ﬁxfed ;

h $ R B maee 414G
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for their fupport. Under the adminiltration of this board,
which confifts of many of the moft confiderable perfons in the
kingdom, very great attempts have been made, but I am for-
1y to obferve, very little completed. In order to examine this
matter the more regularly, it will be proper to lay before the
reader the fums which have, from time to time, been granteq

for thefe objedts.

An account of money, granted for public works by parlia-
ment, or the navigation board, from 1753t0 1767, inclu-

five*.

1

Newry river, - - 9,000
Drumglafs colliery and
navigation, - - 112,218

Dromreagh, -
Lagan River, -
Shannon River, ~ 31,500
Grand Canal, - 73,646
Blackwater River, - 11,000
River Lee, - - - 2,000
River Barrow, - - 10,500
River Suie & Waterford, 4,500

3,000
- 40,304

River Nore, - - - 25,250
River Boyne, - =~ 36,998
Pier at Skerries, - - 3,500
Pier at Envir, - - 1,87

Pier at Dunleary, - 18,500
Pier at Balbriggen, - 5,252
Pier at Banger, - - 500
Pier at Killyleagh, - 1,200
Pier at Sligo, - - - 1,300
Antrim Rwver, - - - 1,359

Ballaft-ofice Wall, ~ 43,000
Widening Dublin fireets 41,086
Trinity College, 31,000
Baal’s Bridge Limerick

quays, = ¢ & el g3
Cork channel harbour, 6,500
Cork Workhoufe, - 1,500
Derry Quay, - - - z,g00
Shandon Street, Corke, 1,500
Wicklow harbour, - 6,850

St. Patrick’s Hofpital,, 6,000

* Commons Fournal,

: L
Public Records, - - 5,000
Aquzdu&@ Dungarvon, 1,300
Soldiers childrens hofp. 7,000
Lying-in hofpital, - 19,300
Mercer’s hofpital, - 500
Shannon bridge, -~ 2,000
Kilkenny ditto, - - 9,130 °
Corke bridges, - 4,000
Kildare bridges, - - 600
St. Mark’s church, - 2,000
’t. Thomas’s church, 5,440
St. Catherine’s church, 3,990°
St. John’s church, - 2,000
Building churches, - 12,000
Athlone church, - * 476
Cathel church, - - 8oo
Wexford church,

Quay at Dingle, - -~ 1,000
Minfterkenry collieries, 2,000
Marine nurfery, - - 1,000

Road'round Dublin -

1,500

Dundalk, - - - - 2,000
Whale-fithery, - - 1,000
Drydock, - - - 2,000
Mills-at Naul, - - 3,408
Balty-caftle, - - - 3,000
Lord Longford, - - 3,000
717944

Or per annum, - 47,863

1

Vol, xiv. p. 483.

This
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This period of fifteen years, I believe was that of the fur-
plus of the revenue, during which the obje&@s were as various
as the inclirations of thofe individuals who had any intereft in
parliament, It appears from the lift, that the article of navi-
gations fwallows up the greateft proportion of it.

Sums paid out of the revenues at large for certain public works,
purfuant to the feveral bills of fupply, from 1703 to 1771,
inclufive.

Navigations, collieries, docks, %c, == == 379,388
To build churches, = — —— —_ 17,706
Parliament houfe, —_ — - — 16,270
Dublin workhoufe, fouth wall paffages, new road and
marfhalfea, _— = - — .. 140,372

Hofpitals, - _— — — = 44,251
Trinity college, —_ —_ = e — 45,000

Alfo, for the following purpofes during the fame period.

Rewards and bounties to manufalturers, — 29,829
Linen manufaéture — = = 180,546
Cambrick ditto, -— - — 4,000
Whale fithery, — — -_— = 1,500
Incorporated fociety, — — —_ 96,000.
Dublin fociety, o - - - 64,000

£1,018,862

A e

It is to be noted however, that this account includes the
difburfements neither of the navigation, nor the linen board,
for it is upon record, that the grand canal alone has coft’
above three hundred thoufands pounds, by fome accounts half
2 million.

Granted by the navigation board orly, from 1768, to 1771.

1768, 1769.) 1770. [ 1771.| Total.
g f ) BIESE 98 2 1 Al

Newtry canal, 2,216| 130 83| 2,434
Drumglafs navigation,| 1,971| 244! 2,151} 1,200} 5,566
Barrow navigation, 3,000| 100} 3,100
Shannon navigation, 4,162] 162 3,336 7,660
Grand canal, 550/1,280| 7551 2,000{ 4,585
Boyne navigation, 2,143 (2,860 2,000| 2,504{ 9,507
Fergus navigation, 500 150 50
N n,54z'4,676 11,5921 5,892| 33,702

Tncomplete
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Tncomplele as thefe data are, we find from them, that great
fums of money have been granted for inland navigations, and
are to this day given for the fame purpofe ; let us therefore
enquire how this money has been expended, and what has.
been the effe@ of it,

I made fome enquiries, and trayelled mnaoy miles to view
fome of the navigations, and the. only one which appeared to
me really completed, is the canal from the town of Newry to
the fea, on which I faw a brig of eighty or one hundred tons
burthen, The fame canal is extended farther than that town,
but ftops fhort of the great obje& for which it was begun
and made, viz. the Drumglafs and Dungannon colleries ; this
may therefore be clafled as incomplete relative to the object,
but as Newry is a plate of confiderable trade, finithing 1t fo'
far has merit, The great Yefign was to furnifh Dublin with
irifh coals, which was probably feafible, for the feams of coals
in thofe collieries are aflerted to be of fuch a thicknefs,and good-
nefs, as proved them more than equal to the confumption of half
a dozen fuch cities as Dublin ; but two great difficulties were
to be overcome : firft, 1o make the navigation fo, that all land
carriage might be faved, which was properly a public work ;
and fecondly, to work the collicries, which was properly pri-
vate bufinefs, but fromn the utter deficiency of capital in the
hands of the individuals concerned, could never have been
done without public afliftance. To getover thefe difficulties,
parliament went very eagerly into the bufinefs; they granted fo
liberally to the canal, thatI think it has been finithed to with-
in two or three miles of the collieries ; 4t the fume time a pri-
vate company was formed for working the mines, to whom |
confiderable grants were made-to epable them to proceed. '
The property in the works changed hands feveral times;
among others, the late archbifhop of Tuam(Ryder) was deeply
concerned in them, entering with great fpirit into the defign ;
but what with the impofitions of the people employed ; the
lofs of fome that were able and honeft ; the ignorance of
athers ; and the jobbing fpirit of fome prpprietors, parliament,
after granting enormous {uwss, both to the canal and collieries,
kad the mortification, inftead of feeing coals come to Dublin,
nothirg but gold fent from Dublin, to do that which fate feem-
ed determined thould never be done, and (o in defpair aban-
doned the defign to the navigation board, to fee if their lefler
exertions would effe® what the mightier ones had failed in.
A Mr. Dularte, an Italian engineer, and very ingenious archi-
te, has had for a few years the fuperintendance of the works,
but the temper of the ration has been {o foured by difappoint-
ments, that he bas not the fupport which he thinks neceffary
to do any thing efectual,

Thae
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The following Table of the Import of Coal to Ireland, will
fhew the Importance of the Obje@.

Tons. Tons.

Inthe year 1764 161,970 Intheyear 1771 182,973
1765 185,927 1772 211,438

1766 186,61z ' 1773 186,057

1767 172,276 C 1774 189,237

1768 185,564 1775 203,403

1769 171,323 1776 217,938

1770 197,135 1777 240,893

OB ET LY e

Averageof 7 years 180,113  Average of 7 years 204,566

»

From this table it appears, that not only the quantity itfelf
is great, but that it is a very rifing import, owing to the in-
creafe of Dublin, which has arofe with the increafing profperi~
ty of the kingdom.

The little effe@ of all attempts 1o fupply Dublin with Irifth
coals will be feen by the following table of the bounties paid
for that purpofe.

Tis. hds Lisshwds
Intheyear 1761 107 15 6 Inthe year1770 169 11 4
1762 220 3 10 1771 10§ 4 10
1763 125 14 9 1772 113 10 ©
1764 21819 3 1773 209 1t 8
1765 135 13 3 1774 204 7 2
1766 8113 © 1775 213 14 4
1767 95 4 © 1776 8 o o
1768 150 38 4 1777 88 o0 o
1769 164 15 4

Before I entirely difmifs this undertaking, 1 cannot but re-
mark, that nothing can more clearly prove the amazing want
of capital in Ireland than the prefent ftate of thefe works. The
navigationis complete except two or three miles ; I will ven-
ture to affert, that parliament would grant the money for finith-
ing it without hefication, provided men of undoubted fubftance
engaged for working the collieries 2t their own expence: we
may therefore affert, there is water carriage from fome of the
fineft feams of coal in the world, and at a very flight depth,
diretly into the heart of the fecond market in the Britith do-
minions, with the advantage of a parliamentary bounty per
chaldron on their import into Dublin. Yet, with all thefe
advantages, nobody has capita! enough to undertake the work.:
‘This faét feems to call alfb for another obfervation. Iremem-
ber in the Englith Houfe of Commons, in the fefion 1777-8,
when the friends of the Irith trade bills urged, that the wan;_

. o
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of capital in Ireland was fuch that fhe could never rival .the
manufactures of Great Britain: it was repiicd, that Englith,
capitals would go over to do it for them ;—=but what I have
juft recited, proves that this remark is perfely unfounded.
¥f capitals were fo readily moved from one country to another,:
the Drumglafs collieries would have attralted them, efpecially
as an intereft for everis to be purchafed in them; but the
faét is, that removeable capitals are in the hands of men who~
have been educated, and perhaps have made them lcally in
fome trade or undertaking which they will not venture to re«
move. Prejudice.and habit govern mankind as much even as
their intereft, fo that no-apprehenfion can be fa little founded
as that of a country lofing the capital fhe has made, by tranf-
ferring it into another for greater feeming-advantages in trade.
But this point 1 thall have occafion hereafter to dwell more
particularly on.

The grand canal, as it bas been ridiculoully termed, was
another inland navigation which has coft the public ftill greater
fums. The defign, as the maps of Ireland fhew, was to form
a communication by water between Dublin and the Shangzen.
by this cut, moft of therway through the immenfe bog of Al-
len. The former plan of bringing coals to Dublin was a very.
wife one, but this of the grand canal had fcarcely any obje&t
that feemed to call for fuch an exertion. If the country is ex-
amined, through which the intended canal was to pafs, and
alfo that through' which the Shannon ruas, it will be found,
confidering its extent, to be the leaft produttive for the Dublin
market, perhaps of. the whole kingdom. Examine Leitrim,
Rofcommon, Longford, Galway, Clare, Limerick, and thofe
parts of Weft Meach and Kings, which the line of the canal
and Shanron lead through, there are fcarcely any commodities
in them for Dublin. Nay, the prefent bounty on the inland
carriage of corn to Dublin, proves to a demonftration, that the
quantity of corn raifed in all thefe counties for that market is
contemptible : What other produs are there? Raw wool
takes another diretion, it goes at prefent from Rofcommon to
Corke. Manufa@ures in that line are very infignificant ;
there are fome in Galway, but the ports of Limerick and Gal-
way are perfely fufficient for the finall exportation of them.
There remains nothing.but turf; and who at Dublin would
burn that while Whitehaven coals are at the prefent price ?

Mott of the inland navigations in England have been exe-
cuted with private funds ; the intereft paid by the tolls—=one
ftrong reafon for this mode, is the prevention of unneceffary
and idle {chemes ; the manufa@ures muit be wrought, or the
produéls raifed, and feel the clog of 4n expenfive carriage be-
fore private perfons will fubfcribe their money towards a
cheaper conveyance ; in which cafe,’ the very application ta
parliament is generally proof fufficient that a canal ought 1o be
cut. Having fomething to carry before you, feek the means of
carriage. 1 will venture to fay, that it the grand canal was

cotirely
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entirely complete, the navigation of it, including whatever the
country towns took from Dublin, would prove of fuch a begs
garly account, that it would then remain a greater monument
of folly if poffible, than at prefent. Some gentlemen I have
talked with on this fubje&, have replied it is a job ; 'tavas meant
as a fob; you are not to confider it as a canal of trade but as a canal
for public money ; but even this, though advanced in Ireland, is
not upon principle. 1 anfwer that fomething has been done,
fourteen miles with innumerable locks, quays, bridges, &c. are
abfolutely finifhed, though only for the benefit of eels and fkat-
ing: Why throw this money away ? Half what thefé fourteen
miles have coft would have finithed the Newry canal, and per-
fected the Dungannon collieries. Admit your argument of the
job; I feelits weight; I fee its force ; but that does not ac-
count for the fums aftually expended. - Might not the fame per-
fons have plundered the public to the fame amount, in execut~
ing fome work of real utility ; from which fomething elfe might
have refulted than difgrace and ignominy to the nation ?

As to the other navigations, there is in general this obje&i-
on to-be made to them all, however neceffary they might be,
they are ufelefs for want of being completed ; three-fourths
are only begun. The gentlemen in the neighbourhood of them
have had intereft enough in the navigation board to geta part
only voted, and from the variety of undertakings going on at
the fame time, and all for the fame reafon incomplete, the
public utility has been more trifling from all, than from a fingle
one finithed. Sorry I am to fay, that a hiftory of public works
in Ireland would be a hiftory of jobs, which has and will prove
of much worfe confequence, than may be at firft apparent: it
has given a confiderable check to permitting grants of money.
Adminiftration feeing the ufes to which it has been applied,
bave viewed thefe mifapplications, as they term them,: of the
public money with a very jealous eye. They have curtziled
much : until another very queftionable meafure, the bounty
on the inland carriage of corn to Dublin demanded fo much as
to leave nothing for jobs of another fort; that meafure may:
be repealed, and the money applied to it will be at the difpofal-
of parliament, either for the common purpofe of government, or
applicable to fome national improvement of a more decifive
nature ; the latter may, after fo many inflances, be rejected
for fear of jobs : how melancholy a confideration is it, that in -
a kingdom which from various caufes had been fo fortunate as
to fee a great portion of public treafure annually voted for
public purpofes, fo abominably mifapplied, and pocketed Ly
individuals, as to bring a ridicule and reproach upon the very
idea of fuch grants. ‘There is fuch a want of public fpirit, of
candour and of care for the interefts of pofterity in fuch a con-
dugt, that it cannot be branded with an expreflion too harfh,
or a condemnation too pointed : nor lefs deferving of feverity
is it if flowing fromi political and fecret motives of bnnhenir}nlg

; LA e
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the public revenues to make private faGtions the more impor-~
tant, p
Great honour is due to Ireland for having given birth to the
Dusrin Socie Ty, which has the undifputed merit of being
the father of all the fimilar focieties -now exifting in Europe.
It was eftablifhed in 1731, and owed its origin to one of the
moft patriotic individuals which any country has produced,
R.-SAmMvEeEL Mapan. For fome years it was fupported
only by the voluntary fubfcriptions of the members, forming 2
fund much under a thoufand pounds a year ; yet was there
fuch a liberality of fentiment in their condué, and fo pure a
love of the public intereft apparent.in all their tranfa&ions, as
enabled them with that {mall fund to effe@ much greater
things than they have done in later times fince parliament has
granted them regularly ten thoufand pounds a feflions. A well
written hiftory of their tranfalions would be a work extremely
ufeful to Ireland ; for it would exylain much better than an
reafoning could do, the proper objects for the patronage bot
of the fociety and patliament. I fhall confine myfelf to a few
general obfervations. It was inftituted, as their charter ex-
prefles, for the improvement of agriculture, and for many years
that material obje@ poffeflfed by far the greateft part. of their
attention ; but when their funds by the aid of parliament grew
more confiderable, they deviated fo far into manufactures, (in
which branch they have been continually increafing their ef~
forts,) that at prefent agriculturé feems to be but a fecondary
obje with them. During the life time of that ingenious but
unfortunate man, Mr. Jobn Wynn Baker, his fupport drew fo
many friends of agriculture to their meetings, that the premi-
ums in its favour were very numerous ; fince his death, the
* nobility and gentry not having the fame inducement to attend
the tranfalions of the fociety, they were chiefly direted by
fome gentlemen of Dublin, who underftand fabrics much bet-
ter than lands, and being more interefted in them, they are at-
tended to, perhaps, in too exclufive 2 manner. It would be te-
dious to enter into an examination of many of their mea-
fures, there are fome, however, which demand a few re-
miarks. J
In order to encourage the manufadture of Irith woollen
cloths, and Irith filks, the fociety have two warehoufes *, in
one of which filk is fold on theiraccount, wholefale and retail,
and in the other cloth ; both are fent to them by the:weaver,
whofe name is written on the piece, and the price per yard on
it : nothing but ready money is taken ; the ftock of filks ge-
nerally amounts 1o the value of twelve or thirteén thoufand
pounds in hand ; and of woollens to ten or eleven thoufand
more ; and the expences in rent and falaries of thefe ware-
: houfes

® The woollen avareboufe awas opened May 29, 1773 ; that for
Jilk Feb. 18, 1765.
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houfes amount. to five huridred pounds a year each. - Call the
ftock twenty-five thoufand potinds at fix per cent. the total ex-
pence of this meafure is juft two thoufand five hundred pounds
a year ; or four times over the whole revenue of the fociety
for the encouragement of arts, manufalures, ard commerce
at London. I have examined their fales in the weekly retums
publifhed, and find that from June 23, 1777, to February 7,
1778, their average weekly receipt was L

150

Silkk ——

Wool —— 339
Or perannum Silk — 7,800

Wool 17,628

as the fociety give a premium of 3l. per cent. on all the Irifp
avrought filk bought in the kingdom by avholefale for the purpofe of
remifng, that is above four fbillings a yard, it will help us to form
an idea of the filk manufaGure. From the firft of June 1776,
to the firflt of June 1777, the amount was 34,0231. 8s. 2d. in~
cluding Corke, Limerick, Belfaft, &c. and they paid fix hun-
dred and fifty pounds premium on it, from hence we find that
their own filk fales muft be a large proportion of the whole-
fale in Dublin. This has been the greateft exertion of the
Dublin Socicty of late years.

The intention of the meafure is evidently to take the wea-
vers, both of filk_and wool, out of the hands of mercers and
drapers, and let their manufaltures come to market without
any intermediate profit on them.  There is one effe&t certain to
refult from this, which is taking a great part of the ready mo-
ney cuftom from the draper and mercer, which being the moft
beneficial part of their trade, is to all intents and purpofes lay-
ing aheavy tax on them : now upon every principle of common
fenfe as well as commerce, it will appear a ftrange mode of en-
couraging a manufature to lay taxes upon the mafter manu-
faGturers. But all taxes laid upon a tradefman in confequence
of his trade, muft be drawn back in the fale of his commodi-
ties, and this tax muft be fo as well as others ; whatever he
does fell muft be fo much the dearer, or he can carry on no
trade at all ; here therefore is a frefh tax, that of enhancing the
prices paid by all who do not buy with ready meney, a very
great majority of the whole : the dearer a commodity is the
lefs is confumed of it, fo the confumption on credit is undoubt-
edly lefléned, in order that thofe who have ready money in
their hands may be ferved fomething the cheaper : here isa
manifelt and felf evident mifchief, in order to attain a very
doubtful and queftionable benefit. 2

Is there under the fun, an inftance of a manufaure made to
fourith by fuch meafures? Mafter manufa@urers with that vi-
gour, attention, {kill and invention, which are the refultof a
profitable bufinefs, are in all parts of the world, the very foul
of profperous fabrics. It is their profit which animates
them to thofe fpirited exertions, upon which the advance of

manufaltures
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manufa@ures depends. If the Dublin fociety’s condu is right *
in part it is right in the whole, which would be attralting i/
the demand to their own warehoufes ; in which cafe there
would not be a mercer or draper left in Dublin, Their com-
mittees, and gentlemen, and weavers, .may choofe and. pay
clerks, and difcharge their rent, but where are the direQors of
finer fabrics to come from ? Where the men of talte who are

to'invent ? Where the quicknefs and fagacity to mark and fol-

low the caprice of fathion? Are thete to come from wea-

vers ? Abfurd the idea! It is the aQive and intelligent mafter

that is to do all this. Ga to the weavers in Spitalfields, and

fee théw mere tools dire@ed by their mafters. Go to any other

fabric upon earth, and fce what would' become of it if the

heads were confidered as ufelefs, ‘and rivalled in'their profits

with public money. If the manufa&ure is of fuch a fickly

growth, thatit will not fupport the mafter as well as the man,

itis not wortha country’s notice. « What is it that induces in=

dividuals to embark in a'fabric cheir capital and induftry ? Pro-

fit.” The greater this js, the greater the capital that will' be

attralted ; but'eftablifh a fyltem that fhall rival, leflen and de-
ftroy this profit, who will bring thieir capitai to fucha trade ?

And cas any people be fo fenfelefs as to imagine, that 2 manu-
fd€ture is to be ercouragzed by banithing capital from it ?

There is another efte®,” which T fhould fuppofe muft fow
froin thys extraordinary idea, which is, that of raifing great
‘heart-butnings’and jealoufies among the trade ; the drapers,
and mercers are not probably at all_pleafed with the weavers,’
who work for the fociety’s warehoufes ; this muft be very de-
trimental to the bufinefs at large. I may alfo obferve, that
mafter-manufatturers have more ways of encouraging fkilful
and induftrious workmen, than the mere buying their goods
and employing them ; there are a tkoufand little points of fa-
vour in their power, which the fociety cannot praétice ; but
how can they be inclined to fuch things, while fteps are taken
to deprive them of every workman that can do without their
affiftance ? 2

Fortunately for the kingdom, it is at Dublin as in other cities,
the ready money trade is by no means equal to that of credit,
confequently the pernicious tendency of this meafure cannot
fully be feen. The drapers and mercers do and will fupport
their trade in fpite of this formidable rival, backed with a
premium of two thoufand five hundred pounds a year, appro-
priated to their ruin, in order to encourage their rade! The
tendency of the meafurce is cvidently the deftruion of both
the manufactures.

This is a fa&, whichappears fo obvious, that] fhould appre-
hend it muft have done milchief, in direé proportion to the
amount of the operation. [t is extremely difficult 1o difco-
ver falts that can prove this fromn the nature of the cafe ; no
wonder if the import of foreign fitk and woollens fhould have
encreafed from fuch 4 meafure. Let us exawine this point.

Vor. II G Accouat
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Account of Silk imported into Ireland in Twenty-fix Years.®

Years.

1752
1753
1754
1755
1756
1757
1758
1759
1760
1761
1722
1763
1764

| Aver,

Mann-
Sfactur-
ed.

.
14,654
13,360
15,441

9,874
l3:7)5'

7,799
17,292
13,836
21,878
14,815
21,054
17,741
23,511

}5!760

Ranw. | Rib- Tcan.‘ﬂhnu-

band. fadur-

ed.
. |k, A

53,705]| 160 || 1765!21,582
€o,155f 184 || 1766/17,260
42,665] 361 [ 1767(19,104
43.947| 265 |t 1768 23,446
32,948| 140 || 1769,17,522
41,354 17 i 1770 20,581
51,303 271 | 1771 14,095
44,493] 118 | 1772 15,804
55.905{ 365 | 1773 17,379
51,3481 180 [l 1774/14,665
70,292 306 |t 1775,13,658
b4 1,021 | 469 1776'17,326
36,5811 746 | 1777(24,187
48,132 275 || Aver.l18,200

Raw.

| m———

k.
54,655
54,418
46,067
52,062
57,001
44,273
38,107
33.611
53,662
38,811
29,578
41,594
54,043

45,990

. Confidering the extent of the period, 1 will not affert that
this table is very decifive ; whatever conclufions, however,that
are to be drawn from it, are as far as they go againf? the late
meafures that refpe& the Irifh filk manufaéture, for the import-
ed fabrics have increafed, while the raw material worked up
a proof that the manufa@ure has not
been of any very healthy growth.

7

i Ireland has decreafe.

* BIS. Communiceted by My, Forfler,
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An Account of the Import of Woollen Goods for 1y Yearst,

Toars. Neaw Dra | Old Dra- Toars, \New Dra |0Old Dra-
5 pery. | pery. pery. rery.
Yards. | Yards, Yurds. | Yards,
1764 | 248,002 | 220,828 i771 362,096 | 217,395
1765 | 239,365 [ 176,161 | 1772 | 314,703 | 153,566
1766 | 313,216 197,316 1773 387,143 | 210,065
1767 | 325,585 189,88z || ‘1774 | 461,407 | 282,317
1768 1337,558 (198,664 [l 1775 | 465,611 281,379
1769 | 394,553 | 207,117 || 1776 | 676,485 | 200,215
1770 | 462,499 { 249,666 || 1777  |731.819]381,330
Average| 331,548 | 205,662 || Average | 485,609 25_9,4‘66
; ‘Latt7year:] 485,609 { 259,466
!Former doJ 331,548 | 205,662
Increafe, | 154,061 ] 53,804

The increafe is fo great. that it might jultify conclufions
againft all the late mealures, none of which are near fo much
to be condemned as the eftablithment of the focieties warg-~

boufe.

Import of Linen, Cotton, and Silk, Britifh Manufa&ure.

In the year 1764

1765
1766
1767
1768
1769
1770

Lt

Value.
I.
18,858
18,037
155557
12,710
16,021
13,402
20,907

-

Average of feven years 16,784

.

3

la the year 1771

1772
1773
1774
1775
1776
1777

1 Parl, Rec. of Exp. and Twp. MS.

G2

FHERTET

Valus,
1
20,282
14,081
20.472
21,611
24,234
30,371
45:411

Average of feven years 25,208

s

When
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When it is confidered, that the undoubted mifchief of this
fyften is not fubmisted to as an unavoidable evil, but purcha+
ted with great expence, attention and anxicty ; and that the
two thoufand five Fundred a year thus beftowed, as the
price of fomuch harm, might be expended inobjetts of great
confequerice 1o the public, ‘it will furely teem unpardonable in
parliament to appear fo liutlefolicitous for the welfare of their
manutactdres, asto give ten thoufand poundsa {eflion, at large,
and pet limit the npplicatjcn‘of fuch a liberal grant to porpofes
of cerwin advantage. Aad it furely behoves.the fociety itfelf
to recgmmit this matter’. to extend their views; to confider
the principles upon which. all the manufattures in the world
are carried on, fupported and .increafed ; and if they f(j.e no
vettige of, fuch a policy, -as;they patronize and pralice, inany
country that has pufhed her fabries to a great height, at leaft
10 be dubious of this favourite meafure, and not perfift in
forcing it at fuch a confiderable expence.

Ancther meafure of the fociety, which Thinted at before, is
to give three per cent. to the wholefale purchafers of Irifh filks
for retaiiing, and this cofts them above fix hundred pounds a
year. Upon what found principles this is done I cannot difcor
ver ; if the mercers have not a demand for thefe Irifh filks,
five times the fociety’s premiums will not make them purcha-
fers ;on the contrary, if they have a demand for them, they
meft undoubtedly will buy them without any premium for fo
doing. It aprears therefore to me, that the only end which
fuch a meafure could anfwer, wasto difcover the abfolute in-
fignificance of the whole Irifh filk manufaéture, which isprov-
ed through the whole kingdom to be to the amount only of
thirty-four thoufand pounds a year, of four fhillingsa yard and
upwards j: but . the repetition of the premium fliews that this
was not the defign. OF all other fabrics this is the moft im-
proper for Ireland, and fr anyidependant country ; it is an ab-
folate manufaure of tafte, fancy, and fafhion; the feat of
empire will always command thefe, and if Dublin made fupe-
rior filks;~they would be defpifed on comparifon with thofe of
London - we feel fomething of 1bis in England from France,
being: the fource of moft of the fafhions-in Europe. To force a
filk manufatore in Ireland is therefore to-firive againft whim,
eaprice, -fathion,tard all the prejudices of mankind, inftead of
which, s thefe that become a folid fupport of fabrics when
-wifely fet on foot. There are no linens fathionable in England,
but the Trifh people will not wear any other, and yet gulie hol-
tands-are afferied to be much ftronger.  Should not the Irifh,
therefore, bend their voice to drive the nailthat will go. in-
ftead of plaguing 1hen:felves with one which never will.” This
Is 2 general cbfervation, but the particular meafure of the fo-
ciety, fuppofing the objett valuable, is perfedtly infignificant,
1t is throwing away fix hundred pounds a year to aniwer no
ore purpofe whatever. 3

The
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The fociety offers a great number ‘of other premiunins for
manufaQures, many of which are "very exceptionable; but it
would take up too much room to be particular. in.an examin-
ation of them. In agriculture they havea great number offcr-
ed to poor renters feparately. ’ kAT,

Upon the general fpirit of thefe I have to remark, :that.the
defign of encouraging poor renters is very meritorious, and
does honour to the humanity of the fociety ; ‘but from.a great
variety of inftances which were pointed out to me, as Itravels
led through the kingdom, I have too much reafon to bélieve,
that abufes and deceptions are numerous, that the fociety has
altually paid premiums per acre, to great numbers of claim-
ants, who have, as foon as they received the money, let the
land run wafte again, fo that no.perfon could difinguith it
from the adjoining bog or moor. There are twa reafons why
thefe premiums muft very much fail of their withed-for fuc-
cefs ; the extreme difficulty, not to fay impoflibility, ! of :afcer-
taining the merit of the candidates; or the falts alledged ; and
the utter impoffibility that fuch very poor fellows fhould work
any improvements worthy the fociety’s patronage.:. TheLon-
don fociety have found, by repeated experience, their:utterin-
capacity of doing any thing by weight of money, in’bounties
per acre for any object ; Tam convinced the fame fact will hold
true with that of Dublin; the funds even of the latter are
much too inconfiderable for. this mode. ‘The obje@-ought to
be to infpire thofe men, who have the neceffary capital to em-
ploy it in the way the fociety thinks for the public goed s the
premiums fhould be honorary but: confiderable, with that de-
gree of variety and novelty that fhould attraét the attention of
men of fortune, a2

But nothing was ever better imagined, than the plan of fix-
ing an Englifh farmer inthe kingdom, fo much at the fociety’s
expence, as to give them a power over a part of his manage-
ment. Fhis was the cafe with Mr. Baker ; and it wasalio a
very wife meafure to enable him to eftablifh a manufattory of
hufbandry implements.. The only errors ‘in the execution of
this fcheme. were : Firft, Not fupporting him much more libe-
rally, when it was found that his private fortune was too in-
confiderable to fupport himfelf and family ; had he-been eafy
in his private circumftances, his hufbandry would: have been
perfe@®. _Second, The not dire&ting him in the choice of hjs
farm, which was'not a proper one for an example to the king-
dom ; it ihould have been in fome mountainous trat, where
there was bog, and tolerable foil. Third, In permitting him _
to make and publith fmall and trifling experiments, objeéts of
curiofity to a- private fpeculatift, but quite uanworthy of the
Dublin Society ; befides, fuch a perfon fhould be brought to
eftablith what a previous experience has convinced him is right,
not to gain hisown knowledge at the focicty’s expence.

‘The fcheme, had it, in the cafe of Mr. Baker, bcen execr-
ted:in this tianner, or was fuch an one now to be adoplg«lié g

wou
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would tend more to fpreading a true praical knowledge of
agriculture than any other that could be executed ; and the
union of a manufa@ory of implements unites with it perfectly.
Toinform a backward country.of right fyftems has its ufe, but
it is very weak compared with the aGtual praftice and exhibi-
tion of .it béfore their eyes; fuch an objeftin full perfeion
of managenient, with an annual publication of tharéfult, im-
ply related, would tend oiore to the improvementof the nati-
onal hufbandry than any otber fyftem. The farm fhould not be
lefs than five hundred acres, it thould have a traét of bog and
another of mountain ; one thoufand pounds fhould be applied
in the neceffary buildings ; five hundred pounds immediately in
fences ; one thoufand pounds a year for five years in ftocking
it; ong thoufand pounds for eftablifhing a manufa@ory of im-
plements, not to be fold but given away by the fociety as pre-
miums ; five bundred pounds a year allowed to the fuperinten-
dant for his private emolumert, that no diftrefles of bis own
might interfere with the public views ; and inaddition, to ani-
mate his attention, ten per cent. upon the grofs produtt of the
farm.  The fociety to delegate their power over it to a fele@
committee, and no member to be eligible to that committee,
who had not in his own occupation one hupdred acres of land,
or more. The firft expence would be feven thoufand five hun~
dred pounds, and the annual charge five hundred pounds ; this
would be an effetive eftablifhiment that could not fail, if the
manager was properly chofen. He fhould be an ative, fpirited
man, not fo low as to have no reputation to lofe, but at the
fame time more 2 practical than a fpeculative farmer, and who
could teach the common Irith, with his own hands, the opera-
tions he wifhed them to perform. The annual charge of only
orte of the fociety’s warehoufes is-equal to this, and the capital
appropriated to it near twice as large 5 howanuch more bene-
ficial would this application of ‘the money be 2 :
Relative to the preminms for the encouragement of agricul-
ture, I fhall venture to hint fome which I apprehend would be
of great advantage; and by throwing them inte the words
ci)mmgn in offering premiums, my meaning will be better ex-
ained.
B 1. Torwer Hussawory, 1779. *To the perfon who
‘hall coltivate the moftdand, not lefs than twentyacres, in the
following courfe of crops during four years, viz." 1. Turneps.
2. Barley or cats. 3. Clover. 4. Wheat. - The turneps to
be twice thoroughly hand.hoed and eaten where they grow by
fheep, and to make a full report of the cultivation, expences,
produce, and effect of the turneps on the theep fed, a piece
9f plate of the value of one bundred pounds, with a fuitable
infcription. - Accounts to be delivered in in the year 1784.

. 2. For the next greateft quantity of land, not lefs than ten
acres fo cultivated, a piece of plate of the value of fifty pounds,
with a fyitable infcription. :

3. Ta
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3. To the perfon who fhall in the year 1780, have the moft
acres of turneps, not lefs than twenty, twice thoronghly hand-
hoed ; to report the effed, a piece of plate of the value of one
hundred pounds, with a fuitable infcription. 1

4. For the next greateft quaatity, not lefs than ten acres, a
piece of plate of the value of fifty pounds, with a faitable in-
feription,

s. Beav Huszanpry, 1779. To the perfon who fhali
cultivate the moft land, not lefs than tweaty acres, in the fol~
lowing courfe of crops during four years, viz. 1. Beans,
2. Wheat. 3. Beans, 4. Wheat. The beanstobe inrows,
eighteen inches afunder, and three times thoroughly hoed,
and to report the effe@ to the fociety. A piece of plate of the
value of one hundred pounds, with an infeription. Accounts
to be laid in in the year 1784. v ¢

6. For the next greateft quantity, not lefs ‘than ten acres,
a piece of plate of the walue of £ty pounds, with an inferip-
tion. ¢

7. To the perfon who fhall cultivate the greatelt quantity of
land, not lefs than twenty acres, in the tollowing eourfe of
crops during four years, wiz. 1. Beans. 2. Batley or oars.
3. Clover. 4. Wheat. The beans as before, and to report
the effe@. A piece of plate of ‘the value of one hundred
pounds, with an infcription. X

8. Next greateft quantity, not lefs than ten acres, The va-
lue of sol. with an infeription,

9. FLax Hussanory, 1779. To the perfon who fhall
cultivate the moft land, not lefs than twenty acres, in the fol-
lowing courfe of crops during four years, w%iz. 1. Turneps.

. 2. Flax. 3. Clover. 4. Wheat. The turnepsto be twice hand-
hoed, and the flax to be feeded, ftacked and threfhed like corn,
and then watered and dreffed, and to report the effeét to the
fociety. A piece of plate of the walue of one hundred and
fifty pounds, ‘with a fuitable infeription.

to. For the next greatelt quantity, not lefs than ten acres.
The plate eighty pounds. Accounts to be delivered in in

784. :

11, MouNTAIN IMPROVEMENT, 1779. Tothe perfon
who fhall improve the largeft tra of mountain land, not lefs
than one hundred acres, at prefent wafte, and not let at one
fhilling an acre, and make a full report of the cultivation, ex-
pences and produce to the fociety in the year 1787. A piece
of plate of the value of five hundred pounds, with a fuitable
infcriptions  Conditions,

The improvement at the time of the certificates being figned
to be completely enclofed ; to be divided into fields of not
more than ten acres each ; the fences to be either wallsin
mortar, or double ditches well planted with white thorns and
timber, the gates, piers, &c. to be perfe&.  The land to have
had four crops in the following courfe : 1. Turneps. 2. Oats,
bere orrye. 3. Tusneps. 4. Oats, the turneps twice l;lar;j-

0€d,
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hoed, arnd eaten when green by fheep, and one half .of the
improvement to be in grafs laid down with the laft crop of oats.-
Not lefs than one bundred barrels of lime per.acre to have been
fpread on the whole. An orchard of two acres to be well!
planted ; and a fally garden of as miuch. One good farm
houfe, with a barn, ftable, cowhoufe, &¢. and four cabbins
10 be built and inhabited,. the whole of ftone or mortar, and
covered with flate. And the tra& to be aftually let on leafe to
one or niore tenants, not occupying any other land, and refid-
ing on the premifes, Whoever intends to be claimants to give
votice to the fociety that they may appoint infpe&ors.

1z. To the next greateft quantity, not lefs than fixty acres,
on the like conditions, the plate three hundred pounds.

13. Boc ImrrovEMENT, 1779. To the perfon who
fhall drain and improve into rich meadow, the greateft quan=
tity of bog, mot lefs than go acres, being part of a bog not
lefs than 100 acres, and make a full repert to the fociety of the
mode, expences and produce in the year 1788, a piece of plate
of the value of 4ool. with an honorary infeription. ‘The foci-
ety leaves to the claimant to purfue whatever mode he pleafes,
but the land muft bave a good houfe, cowhoufe and neceffary
offices, with two cabbins built all of ftone and flate, and the
improvement let to refident tenants occupying no other land.

14. For the next greateft quantity, not lefs than thirty acres,
the plate two hundred pounds. i :

15. Prantine. To the perfon who fhall inclofe with a
wet wall, not lefs than fix feet high, and plant, the greateft
-quantity of land, not lefs than fifty acres, in the year 1780,
a piece of plate of the value of four hundred pounds, with a
fuitable infcription.  The trees to be afh, elm, peplar, beech,
larch, fcotch, fpruce or filver fir, to be not more than four
years old, nor more than four feet afunder, and in the centre
of everv fuch fpace, acorns to be fown and covered.

. 16. For the next greateft quantity, not lefs than thirty acres,..
the plate two hundred pounds.

. a7 To the perfon who fhall in the year 1780, plant and
fence fo as to be completely fecured from cattle, the greateft
¢uantity of land with the cominon bafket fallow in beds fix feet
broad, and four rows on each bed, not lefs than thirty acres,
a piece of plate of the value of one hundred pounds, with a

- fuitable infcription.

18." For the next greateft quantity, not lefs than fifteen acres,
the plate fifty pounds.  All to be continued by previous notice,
every year when once they came into turn. 7

I have to obferve upon them, that the courfes of crops
here recommended can only Lave fair juftice done them in the
infancy of the hufbandry by gentlemen, or men of confiderable
cepital ; confequently, it is the wifeft to offer a premium that
fhall atiraé their notice, and not vary it for leffer tenants,
who at firft would be incapable of executing the conditions.
The mountain and bog improvement are great objects, and

therefore
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therefore well deferve ample encouragement ; I have added
the condition of being let by way of fatisfattory proof, that the:
improvement is completely finithed, for if it was kept in -
hand, it would be a matter of opinion and valuation, which
1s pever fatisfaltory. The plantin’% premiums would in all pro~
bability have many claimants. The ftone wall is effential ;
planting without prefervation is trifling. ¢

As to the nature of the premiums, I recommend, wiz.
pieces of plate, Ithink they would have a greater effe than
any thing elfe ; money would be out:of fight and forgotten ;
a miedal that has been proftituted to all forts of trifles, would
be a contemptible reward for fuch exertions, but a handfome
cup, vaze, tray, table, &c. would be altways in fight, and on
every occafion a fubjeé for converfation to animate others to
gain the fame. The experience of a few years -would prove
whether the quantities of land required were too high or not.
An infpetor to view all proceedings would be abfolutely necef-
fary, whofe reward fhould be devifed in fuch a manner as to
fecure his integrity ; unlefs fome gentlemen of confiderable
confequence in the neighbourhood took that office voluntarily
upon them. ;

Some premiums ugon thefe principles, united with fuch a
plan as | have ftated for the effablifhment of a farm, would be
attended with all the advantage to the national agriculture,
in the power of any fociety to cffeét, The expence would not
be (o large as not to leave a confiderable portion of the focie-
ty’s funds for trade and manufa@ures, and confequently to
pleafe thofe who wifhed fuch objeéls not to be negleted,

ble DR @A (45 A0 0 XV,
Manners and Cufloms.

Quid kegis fine moribus,
Vana proficiunt

T is but_ an illiberal hufinefs for a traveller, who defigns to
publith remarks upon a country, to fit down coolly in his
clofet and write a fatire on the inhabitants. - Severity of that
fort muft be enlivened with an uncommon fhare of wit and ri-
‘dicule, to pleafe. Where very grofs abfurdities are found, it
ts fair and manly to note them ; but to enter into chara@er and
. difpofition is generally uncandid, fince there are no people but
might be better than they are found, and none but have vir-
tues which deferve attention, at leaft as much as their failings ;
for thefc reafons this fetion would not have found a place in
.y obfervations, had not fome perfons of much more flippan-

cy than wifdom, given very grofs mifreprefentations of the
Irifh nation. It is with pleafure, thereforc, that I take up the
pen, on the prefent occafion ; as a much longer reﬁdehnce
therg
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there enables me ta exhibit 2 very different pi€ture ; in doing
this, 1 fhall be free to remark, wherein I think the condu of
certain glafles may have given rife to general and confequently
injurious condemnation.

There are three races of people in Ireland, fo diftin&, asto
ftrike the leaft attentive traveller : thefeare the Spanifh which
are found in Kerry, and a part of Limerick and Corke, tali
and thin, but well made, a long vifage, dark eyes, and long
black lank hair. The time is not remote when the Spaniards
had a kind of fettlement on the coaft of Kerry, which feem-
ed to be overlooked by government. There were many of
them in Queen Elizabeth’s reign, nor were they entirely driven
out till the time of Cromwell. There is an ifland of Valentia
on that coaft, with various other names, certainly Spanifh.
The Scotch race is in the North, where ‘are to be found the
features which are fuppofed to mark that people, their accent,
and many of their cuttoms. Ina diftri®, near Dublin, but
more particularly in the baronies of Bargie and Forth in. the
county of Wexford, the Saxon tongue is fpoken without any
mixture of the Irifh, and the people have a variety of cuftomss
mentioned in the minutes, which diftinguith them from their
neighbours. The reft of the kingdom is made up of mongrels.
The Milefian race of Irifh, which may be called native, are
feattered over the kingdom, but chiefly found in Connaught
and Munfter ; a few confiderable families, whofe gencalogy
is undoubted, remain, but none of them wiih confiderable
poffeflions, except the O'Briens and Mr. O’Neil, the former
have near twenty thoufand peunds 2 year i the family ; the
latter half as much, the remmnant of a property once his an- .
ceftors, which now forms fiz or feven of the greateft eftates in
the kingdom. O'Hara and M‘Dermot are great names in
Connaught, and O’Donnohue a confiderable one in Kerry ; but
1 heard of a family of O’Drifchal’s in Corke, who claim an ori-
gin prior in Ireland to any of the Milefian race.

The only divifions which a traveller, who pafled through the
kingdom, without making any refidence, could make, would
be into people of confiderable fortune and mob. The interme-
diate divifion of the fcale, o numerous 2nd refpeftable in EnF;
land, would hardly attra& the leaft notice in Ireland. A refi-
dence in the kingdom- convinces one, however, that there is
another clafs in general of fmall fortune,—~country gentlenien
and renters of land. The manners, habits and cuftoms of
people of confiderable fortune, are much the fame every
where, at leaft there is very-little difference between England
and Ireland, it is among the common people one muft look for
thofe traits by which we difcriminate a national charaer. -
‘The circumftances which ftruck me moit in the common Irifh
were, vivacity and a great and eloquent volubility of fpeech,
one would think they could take fnuff and talk without tiring
till doomfday. They are infinitely more chearful and li\;lely

_ " thap
’
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than any thing we commonly fee in England, having nothing
of that incivility of fullen filence, with which fo many Eng-
lifhmen feenm to wrap themfelves up, as if retiring within their
own importance, Lazy to an excefs at aork, but fo fpiritedly
afve at play, that at burling, which is the crickep of favages,
they fhew the greateft feats of agility. Their love of fociet
is as remarkable as their curiofity isinfatiable ; and their hof-
pitalityto all comers, be their own poverty ever fo pinching,
has too wuch merit to be forgotten. Pleafed w1 enjoyment
with a joke, or witty repartee, they will repeat it with fuch
expreflion, that the laugh will be univerfal. Warm friends
and revengeful enemies ; they are inviolable in their fecrecy,
and inevitable in their refentment ; with fuch a notionof ho-
nour, that neither threat nor reward would induce them to
betray the fecret or perfon of a2 man, though an oppreffor,
whofe property they woutld plunder without ceremony. .Hard
drinkers and quarrelfome ; great liars, but civil, fobmiflive
and obedient. Dancing is fo univerfal among them, that there
are every where itinerant dancing-mafters, to whom the cot-
tars pay fixpence a quarter for teaching their families. Be-
fides the Irith jig, which they can dance with a molt Juzuriant !
expreflion, minuets and country dances are taught; and I even
heard fome talk of cotillons coming in.

Some degree of education is alfo general ; hedge fchools, as
theyare called (they might as well be termed ditch ones,for Ihave
feen many a ditch full of fcholars) are every where to be met
with, where reading and writing are taught ; fchools are alfo
common for men; 1have feen a dozen great fellows at fchool,
and was told they were edudating with an intention of bein
priefts. Many ftrokes in their chara&er are evidently to be aig-
cribed to the extreme oppreflion under which they live. IF
they are as great thieves and liars as they are reported, it is
certainly owing 1o this caufe.

If from the loweft clafs we rife to the higheft, all there is
gaiety, pleafure, luxury and extravagance; the town life at
Dublin 1s formed on the model of that of London. Every night
in the winter there is a ball or a party, where the polite circle
tueet, not to enjoy but to fweat each other; a great crowd
crammed into twenty feet fquare gives a zeft to the agréments
of fmall 1alk and whit. There are four or five houles large
enough to receive a company commodioufly, but the reft are fo
fmall as to make parties deteftable, There is however an -
agreeable fociety in Dublin, in which a man of large fortune
will not find his time heavy. The ftile of living may be guef=
fed from the fortunes of the refident nobility and great com-
moners ; there are about thirty that poffefs inconies from feven
to twenty thoufand pounds a year. The court has nothing
remarkable or fplendid in it, but varies very much, according
to the private fortune or liberality of difpofition in the Lord

Lieutenant.
In
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In the country their life has fome circumftances which are
not commonly feen in England, Large tra&ts of land are kept
“in hand by every body to fupply the deficiencies of markets,
this gives fuch a plenty, that, united with the lownefs of taxes
and.prices, one would fuppofe it difficult for them .to fpend
their incomes, if Dublin in the winter ‘'did not lend affiftance.
Let it be confidered, that the prices of meat are much lower
than in England ; poultry only a fourth of the price ; wild
fowl and fifh in vattly greater plenty ; rum and brandy not half
the price ; coffee, tea and wines far cheaper ; labour not
above a third ; fervants wages upon an average .thirty per
cent. cheaper. ‘'That taxes are inconfiderable, for there is no
land tax, no poor rates, no window tax, no candle .or foap
tax, only half a wheel tax, no fervants tax, and a variety of
other articles heavily burthened in England, but not in re-
land. Confidering all this, one would think they could not
fpend their incomes ; they do contrive it however. In this
bufinefs they are affifted by two cuftoms that have an admira-
ble tendency to it, great numbers of horfes and fervants.
‘The excefs in the latter are in the lower fort : owing, not
only to the general lazinefs, but alfo to the number of atten-
dants every one of a higher clafs will have ; this is common
in great families in England, but in Ireland a man of five hun-
‘dred pounds a year feels it, As to horfes the number is car-
ried quite 1o a folly ; in order to explain this point, I fhall in-
ferta table of the demefnes of many of the nobility and gen-
«try, which will fhew not only the number of horfes, ‘but of
other cattle, the quantity of land they keep, and other cir-
cumftances explanatory of their country life.

Narzes,
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: 7 [Turn| Lap’ | Hor, Plou,
Nived Aeres Wood Corn. Cabb. Rews rers.| fes. |Oxen) Sbeep
[N

M. Clements, 240 14 4201 20f 22] 6| 163
Col, Marley, 200 31| 13 300 4| 40
Mr, Rowley, 700! 100 3 700 90 250
Lord Conypgham, 447| 120} 32 | 3 47 4
Lord Betive, 'x 600 84 2000 | 140]100] 20 | 590
Mr, Gerard, 1200 64 1300 12 1300
Lord Longford, 320 324 5 300} 20| 26} 12| 100
Mr. Johafon, 410 110] 10] 5 320 gi 8] 4] 200
Dcan Coote, 500 351 8 3501 30] 35] 8] 200
General Walfh, 790 714 5 50 150
Mr, Brown, 300 460 8 $oo
Mz, Bufhe, 170| 30| s0| 2 330 151 81 70
Lord Courtown, 3% 30 2 3151 30| 21} 12 70
General Cuninghame, | ;350 34 375 | ze| 16] 3 70
Lord Gosfort, 300 25 3 450 | 30| 43| 4| 46
Mr. Clofe, 100 23 135} 9} uo 40
Mr. Lefly, 350 1cof 32 359 | 30{ 37} 20] 150
Mr. Savage, 190 351 2 250 12 40
Mr. O'Niel, 733 57| 17 549 | 40| 68] 24| $oo0
Mr. Leflie, 1026 6Go}ior 790 | s0l 461 24 8o
Sir J. Caldwell, .700| 300} 41| 12 900 i
Mr, Corry, 1000} 63 | | 900 1120 ’ 500
Lord Rofs, 9501 125 30| 30 120
Lord Farpham, 1000 200| 5§35 | x0 890 l100{108] 22| 283
Mr. Newcomen, 400 40 18
Mr. Mahon, 1100{ 100{ 60 840 | 20} 30 500
M. Cooper, 1000} 300 22 | § 6ol 2512} 130
Mr, Brown, 370 18 10 30 300
Mr, Gore, 3300 160 2370 {120 {170 5080
Lord Altamont, 1500 120 | 6| 1000 |100| 70{ 20} 200
M, French, 1799} 252 55 100] 20{ 14 | 924
Mr, Trench, 10461 100] 13 600 | 8o 45¢ 10} 930
Sir Lucius O’Brien, 399| 30{ 47 _ s6o | 6o} 26{ 11| 138}
Mr, Fitzgerald, 3000 2000 | 26} 54 18 | 1800
Mr. Aldworth, 1270] 6oofg50 | 32 | 1010 33| 16 | s00
Lord Donneraile, 1200| 200{200 | § 3500 | 60| 54] 40 | 4c0
Colonel Jepfon, 300 35 . goo 24 120
Mr. Gordon, 91§ 114 700 | 45| 13} 15| 187
Mr. {_effries, 304 20 300 32 200
Mr. Trent, 238| 24| 21 13; S| 200
Lord Shannon, 1600| 268} 81 1500 {132 11] 36 | 470
Mr. Longfield, 1100 78 800 | 20| 65| 14} 200
Rev, Archd. Oliver, | 9oo 136 | 16 650 | 50} 25} 21} 1¢of
Mr. Herbert, 11300} 730 400 18] 30| 300
Mzr. Bateman, 250 RS 250 30 60
Lord Clendour, 1000 | 100} 55 1000 50 200
M. Fitzgerald, 200 A b [t 200 21] 81 6o
Mr. Leflie, L 250| 50 27| 230 24 61 60
Mr. Oliver, 500} 100| 24 | 10 s00 | 50| go0f 10} 125
Mr. Ryves, 300 25 . 459 6f 20 300§,
Lord Cianwilliam, 640 34| 8 600 | 30! 40 6oo
Mr. Macartney, 9000 & 10,000 [ 170} 18a( 8o {8000
Lord de Montalt, 1300}-300] - 751 40{ 40 (1500
Mr. Moore, 600 17 1155 ¥ 1000
Lord Tyrone, 21001500} 64 1200 {200} 36} 48 | 400}
Mr. Bolton, zoc“‘ 28 { . 300 | g0} 25} 6| 70
Mr. Nevill, v azo, 24 350 2z 100
M. Lloyd, Doty i e 150 12 182
Mr. Holmes, 540} 49257 15} - 580 40 50{ 14 | 590
Mr. Head, 450 16] 27 6751 20 400
Lord Kingifborough, 600f 100} 30t ¢ 400 1100t 4o 200
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The intelligent reader will colle@ feme:hing more than
mere curiofity from_this table ; it will neceffarily firike him,
that a country refidence in lreland demands a much larger
quantity of land ia hand thap in England, from which might
be dedoced, if not from any thing elie, how much backward-
er the former is than the latter ; where markets are wanting
every thing muft be had at home, a cafe ftronger fill in Awme-
sica. In England fuch extenfive demefpes would be parks
around the feats for beauty as much as ufe, but it is not fo in
Ireland ; the words deer-park-and demefne are to be diftin-
guifhed ; there are great demefnes without any parks, buta
want of tafte, too common in Ireland, is having a deer-park at
z diftance from the houfe; the refidence furrounded by walls,
ar bedges, ar cabbins ; and the lawn enclofure fcattered with
animals of various forts, perhaps three miles off. The f{mal}
quantity of corn proportioned to the total acres, fhews how lit-
tle tillage is atiended to even by thofe who are the beft
able to carry it on ; and the column of turneps proves. in the
cleareft manner, what the pragrefs of improvement is in that
kingdom. The number of horfes may almioft be efieemed a
fatire upon common fenfe ; were they wecll fed enough to be
ufeful, they would not be fo oumerous, but I have found a
good hack for a common ride fgarce in a houfe, where there
were a hundred. Upon an average, the horfes in gentlemen’s
ftables, throughout the kingdom, are not fed half fo well as
they are in England by men of equal fortune ; yet the pum-
ber makes the expence of them very heavy. .

Another circumftance to be remarked in the country life is
the miferablenefs of many of their houfes ; there are men of
five thoufand a year in Ireland, who live in habitattons that a
man of feven hundred a year in England would difdain ; ‘an
air of neatnefs, order, drefs, and propresé, is wapting to a fur-
prizing degree around the manfion ; even new and excellent
heufes have often nothing of this about them. But the bad-
nefs of the houfes is remedying evety hour throughcut the
whole kingdom, for the nymber of new ones juft buijlt, or
building, is prodigioufly great.. 1 fhould fuppofe there were
not ten dwellings in the kingdem thirty years ago that were
fit for an Englith pig to live in. Gardens were equally bad.
but now they are running into the contrary extreme, and wall
in five, fix, ten, and even twenty Irifh acres for 4 garden, but
generally double or trebie what is necefflary. - ’

The tables of people of fostune are very plentifuily fpread ;
many elegantly, differing in nothing from thofe of England.
I think I remarked that venifon wants the flavour it has with
us, probably for the. fame reafon, that the produce of rich
parks is never equal to that ofpoor ones ; the moifture of the
climate, and the richnefs of the foil, give fat but not fiavour.
Another reafon is the {malinefs of the parks, a maa who has
three'or four thoufand acres in his hands, has not, perhaps,
above three or four hundred in his decr park, and range

: 1s
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is 2 great point for good venifon, Nor do I think that garden
vegetables have the flavour found in thofe of England, certain-~
ly owing to the climate ; green peas I found every where
perfe@ly infipid, and lettuce, &c. not good. Claret isthe
common wine of all tables, and fo much inferior to whatis
drank in England, that it does not appear to be the fame wine,
but their port is incomparable, fo much better than the Eng-
fifly, as to prove, if proof was wanting, the abominable adul-
terations it muft undergo with us. Drinking and duelling are
two charges which have long been alledged againtt the gen--
tlemen ofglreland, but the change of manners which has taken
place in that kingdom is not generally known in England.
Drunkennefs ought no longer to be a reproach, for at ¢very
table I was at 1 Ireland I faw perfed freedom reign, every
perfon drank juft aslittle as they pleafed, norhave I ever been
afked to drink a fingle glafs more than I had an inclination for ;
I may go farther, and affert that hard drinking is very rare
among people of fortune ; yet it is certain that they fit much
longer at table than in England. T was much furprized at
firft going over to find no fummons to coffee, the company often
fitting ull eight, nine, or ten o’clock before they went
to the fadies. If a gentleman likes tea or coffee, he retires
without faying any thing, a firanger of rank may propofe it to
the mafter of the houfe, who from cvftom contrary to that of
England, will not ftir till he teceives fuch a hint, as they think
it would imply a defire to {ave their wine. If the gentlemen
were generally defirous of tea I take it for granted they wouid
have it, but their {lighting is one inconvenience to fuch
as defire it, not knowing when it is provided, converfation may
carry them beyond the time, and then if they do triffe over
the coffee it will certainly be eold. There is a want of atten-
tion in this, which the ladies fhould remedy, if they will not
break the old cuftom and fend to the gemlemen, which is what
they ought to do, they certainly fhould have a falver frefh.,
I muft however remark, that at the politeft tables, which are
thofe of people who have refided much out of Ircland, this
point is condu®ed exa&ly as it is in England.

Duclling was once carried to an excefs, which was a real re-
proach and fcandat to the kingdom ; it of courfe proceeded
from exceflive drinking ; as the caufe has difappeared, the cffeét
has nearly followed : not, however, entirely, for it is yet far
more common among people of fafhion than in England. Of
all pradtices a2 man who felt for the honour of his country, *
would wifh fooneft to banifh ‘this, for there is not one favour-
able conclufion to be drawn from it: as to courage nobody can
queftion that of a polite and enlightened nation, entitled to
a fhare of the reputation of the age; but it implics uncivi-
lized manners, an ignorance of -thote forms which govern po-
lite focieties, or elfe a brutal drunkennefs ; the latter is no
longer the caufe of the pretence.  As to the former, they
would place the national chara@er fo: backward, would take

from
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from it fo much of its pretence to civilization, eleganceand po-
litenefs of -manners, that no true Irifthman would be pleafed
with the imputation, Certain itis, that none are fo captious as
thofe who think themfelves negle@ed or defpifed ; and none are
fo ready to believe themfelves cither one or the other, as per—
fons unufed to good company. Captious people, therefore, who _
are ready to take an affront, muft inevitably have been accuf-
tomed to ill company, unlefs there thould be fomething uncom-
meonly crooked in their natural difpofitions, which is not to be
fuppofed. Liet every man that fights his one, two, three, or half
a dozen duels, receive itasa maxim, that every one he adds to
the number is but an additional proof of his being ill educa-
ted, and having vitiated his manners by the contagion of bad
company ; who is it that can reckon the moft numerous rencoun-
ters ? who but the bucks, bloods, landjobbers, and little drunk-
en country gentlemen ? Ought not people of fafhion to blufh
at apraltice which will very food beithe diftincion only of
the mofl contemptible of the people ? the point of honour will
and muft remain for the decifion of certain affronts, but it will
rarely be had recourfe to in polite, fenfible, and well bred com-
pany. The pra@ice among real gentlewen in Ireland every
day declining is a firong proof, that a knowledge of the world
corre&s the old manners, and confequently its having ever been
prevalent was owing to the caufes to which I have autributed it. -
There isanother point of manaers foniewhat connetted with the °
prefent fubje&, which partly induced me to place a motto at the
head of this fe€tion. It is the conduét of juries ; the criminal
faw of Ireland is the fame as that of England, but in theexe-
cution it is fo different, as fcarcely tobe known. [ believe itis
a fa&, atleaft I have been affured fo, that no man was ever
hanged inIreland for killing another in a duel : the {ecurity is
fuch that nobody ever thought of removingout of the way of
juftice, yet there have been deaths of that fort, which had.no
more to do with bonour, than ftabbing in the dark. 1T be-
lieve Irelaud is the only country in Europe, l.am fure it is the
onlypart of theBritifh dominions, where affociations among men
of fortune are neceflary for apprehending ravithets. Itis fcarce-
ly credible how many young women, have even of late years
been ravithed, and carried off in order (as they generally have
fortunes) to gain to appearance a voluntary marriage. Thefe
adtions it is true are not committed by the clafs { am confider-
ing at prefent ; but they are tried bythew, and AcquiTTED.
J think there has been only one man executed for that crime,
which is fo common as.to cccafion the aflociations I mentiorted ;
itisto this fupine execution of the law that {uch enorinities are
owing. Another circumftance which has the effect of ferecning
all forts of offenders, ismen of forwne proteting them, and
making intereft for. their. acquittal,. which, is aitended with a
variety of evil confequences.  I'heard it.boatted iu the county
of Fermanagh, that thére had not been;a rman hanged in it for
two and twenty years: all 1 concluded -from this was, that

-there had been many a jury who deferved it richly. ;
: : e

.
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Iet me, however, conclude what I have to obferve on the
conduct of the principal people refiding in Ireland, that there
are great numbers among them who are as liberal in all
their ideas as any people in Europe ; that they have feen the
errors which have given anill character to the manners: of
their country, and done every thing that example could effect
to produce a change: that that happy change has been partly
effetted, and is effecting every hour, infomuch that a man may
go into a vaft variety of families which he will find aGuated
by no other principles than thofe of the moft cultivated polite-
nefs, and the moft liberal urbanity. ;

But I muft now come to another clafs of people, to whofe
condué it is almoft entirely owing, that the chara&er of the
nation has not that luftre abroad, which I dare affert, it will
foon very generally merit: this is the clafs of little country
gentlemen * ; tenants, who drink their claret by means of
profit rents; jobbers in farms; bucks; your fellows with
round hats, edged with gold, who hunt in the day, get drunk
in the evening, and fight the next morning. I fhall not
dwell on a fubje& fo perfeétly difagreeable, but remark that
thefe are the men among whom drinking, wrangling, quar-
reling, fighting, ravifhing, &c. %c. &c. are found as in their
native foil; once to a degree that made them the peflt of fo-
ciety ; they are growing better, but even now, one or two of
them got by accident (where they have no bafinefs) into bet-
ter company are fufficient very much to derange the pleafures
that refult from a liberal converfation. A new {pirit ; new
fafhions ; new modes of politenefs exhibited by the higher
ranks are imitated by the lower, which will, it is to be hoped,
put an end to this race of beings; and either drive their fons
and coufins into the army or navy, or fink them into plain
farmers like thofe we have in England, where it is common
to fee_men with much gredter property without pretending
to be gentlemen. I repeat it from the intelligence I receiv-
ed, that even this clafs are very different from what they
were twenty years ago, and improve fo falt that the time
will foon come when the national charaéter will not be de-
graded by any fet.

That chara&er is upon the whole refpeétable : it would
be unfair to attribute to the nation at large the vices and fol-
lies of only one clafs of individuals. Thofe perfons from
whom it is candid to take a general eftimate do eredit to
their country, ‘That they are a people learned, lively and in-
genious’; the admirable authors they have produced will be

Vol. II. H an

* This expreffion is not to be taken in a general fenfe.  God fir-
bid  fhould give this charafler of all country gemtlemen of finall
Jortunes in Ireland : 1 have myfelf been acquainted with exceptions,
—1 mean only that in general they are not the maft liberal pecple in
the kingdarm. : ;
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an eternal monument, witnefs their Swift, Sterne, Congreve,
Boyle, Berkeley, Steele, Farquhar, Southern, and Gold{mich.
Their talent for eloquence is felt, and acknowledged in the
parliaments of both the kingdoms. Our own fervice both
by fea and land, as well as that (unfortunately for us) of
the principal monarchies of Europe fpeak their fteady and
determined courage. Every unprejudiced traveller who vi-
fits them will be as much pleafed with their chearfulnefs, as
obliged by their hofpitality : and will find them a brave,
polite, and liberal people.

SECTION XVIIL
Corn Trade of Ireland.~——Bounty on inland Carriage.

THE police of corn in Ireland is almoft confined to one
of the moft fingular meafures that have any where been
adopted, which is giving a bounty on the inland carriage of
corn from all parts of the kingdom, to the capifal. Before it
is fully explained it will be neceffary to ftate the motives that
were the inducement to it.

Dublin, it was afferted from the peculiarity of its fitnation,
on the eaftern extremity without any inland navigations lead-
ing to it, was found to be in point of confumption more an
Englifh than an Irifh city, in corn almoft as much as in coals.
The import of corn and flour drained the kingdom of great
fums at the fame time that the fupply was uncertain and pre-
carious.’ “It was farther aflerted that tillage was exceedingly
neglected in Ireland, to.the impoverifhment of the kingdom,
and the mifery of the poof. That if fome meafure could be
firuck out at. once to remedy thofe two evils, it would be of
fingular advantage to the community. J

This reafoning furnifhed the hint to'a gentleman of very
confiderable abilities, now high in office, there to plan the
meafure 1 am fpeaking of. It has been perfe&ted by repeat-
ed adts giving a bounty on

5 Cwt. or 4o ftone Flour = three-pence per mile.

ditto ~ — ditto Malt two-pence halfp. ditto.
ditto  — ditto Wheat = three-halfpence ditto.

ditto ~ — ditto Oats one penny ditto.

ditto  — ditto Bere three-halfpence ditto.

ditto = ditto Barley  three-halfpenceditto.

Oatmeal the fame as oats; the ten firft miles” from Dublin
dedu&ed, it amounts, as has been found by experience, to
near twenty per cent. more for flour than the real expenfe of

- carriage, and one and a half per cent. more for wheat. In
- confequence of this a& many of the fineft mills for grinding
. corn
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corn that are to be found in the world were ereéted, fome of
which have been built upon fuch a fcale, as to have coft near
20,000l. The effe& has been confiderable in extending til-
lage, and great quantities of the produce are carried to
Dublin. Before I offer any obfervations on this fyftem, it
will be necefary to infert fuch tables as are neceifary to ex-~
plain the extent, effe®, and expenfe of the meafure which
took place in 1762, and in 1776 and 7, arofe toabove 60,000l
In order to fec what the import was before that period, and
alfo what it was before the bounty was in full fway, as well as
fince, the following table will have its ufe.

IMPORT or CORN axo FLOUR.
Barley
}aﬂd malt) Wheat. | Flour.
Qrs. Drs. Cr.
Year 1744 | 2,450 | 329 | 20,977
1745 | 11,305 | 6,342 | 24,708
1746 {138,934 {129,190 [110,832
1747 | 85,316 | 28,973 | 37.190
1748 | 29,015 | 3,402 | =
1749 | 39121 | _8,720 | 30,502
|Average, | 51,023 | 20,492 | 37,368
\Value, 4] 51,023 | 44,238 | 18,684

[Year 1750 | 44,836 | 16,275 | 50,637
1751 | 47,581 | 20,317 1 60,635
1752 | 69,861 | 30,425 | 78,282
1753 | 61,927 | 18,195 | 63,527
1754 {109,539 | 39,635 | 91,583
1755 | 995386 | 57,699 | 89,015
1756 | 78,061 | 20:412 | 71,343
Average, | 73,027 | 28,994 [ 72,196
(Value,  £1773,027 | 43,491 26,098

Barley and Malt. Wheat. Floar.

RQuantity.| Valve. |Quantity| Value. {Quantity| Value.

qrs. L §qgms. |" L G L

Year 1757 59:354/50,354131,71147,56755,975 27,978
175838,123138,123127,850141,775/72,490!36,245
1759] 6,071{ 6,071| 4,718| 7,078127,2581 3,629
1760/34,67834,678| 3,697| 5,546/30,09315,046
1761130,20830,208] 2,427| 3,641 30,982 15,491
1762 37:50037,5001 7:12928,694151,522 25,761
176344:26444,264 22,655133,082/57,048 28,524

Average, 35,741'3;,743.15,741 23,672'46,48123,382
H2 .

N7
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IMPORT or CORN axp FLOUR.
Barley £ Malr. Wheat. ' Fhour.

Quant. | Value. | Ruant.| Value. | Quant.| Value.

qrs. L qrs. L Gz, L

Year 1764 31,587] 31,587 25,763}" 38,645 108,209] 54,104
1765 48,8541 48,854] 10,529 15,794 67,409 33,704
1766 40,356] 40,356| 14,130| 21,196/ 81,371f 40,685
1767 30,681 30,681f 39,456] 59,184 58,182! 29,091
1766 5,684] 5,684f 11,802| 17,704] 22,600 11,300
1769] 4,759 5:948] 2,199 3,299 15,447 7,723
1779]35:5 14| 44,392 43,532} 87,065| 86.776| 52,065

Average, | 28,205} 29,643| 21,059 34,698] 62,856| 32,667

Year 1771] 55,626 69,525 53,445/106,8971125,321] 75,193
1772 22,372] 27,965| 12,163} 24,327} 47,754 28,632
1773 6,970| 8,712| "2,861)  5,722| 10,3c6{ 6,183
1774f 189l 236| 4,v04! 8,893 23,465 14,079
1775| - 656 820] 3,235 7,009| 28,902} 17,341
1776 7.857] 8,643) 7,547 16,353 26,292 15,775
1777) 43,101{ 47,451 3.457| 7,49¢| 69,838 41,903

Average, | 19,538]23,330] 12,402] 25,242 47.697 28,446*

BARLEY anxo MALT.

Value.
Average import of the Qrs. L
Firfk period, —— 51,023 — 51,023
Second ditto, — 73,027 — 73,027
‘Third ditto, ] 35,742 et 35,743
Fourth ditto, ——— 28,205 —_— 29,643
Fifth ditto, e 19,538 —_ 23,330
\
W HE AT
, Value.
Average of the Brs. H
Firft period, - 29,492 e 44,238
Second ditto, — 28,994 (3 ] 43,4918
Third ditto, — 15,741 — 23,612
Fourth ditto, —— 21,059 —_— 34,698
Yifth ditto, ——— 11,402 —_ 25,242

* M S. Communicated by the Right Hom. Fobn Beresford, firfe
commiffioner of the revenue in Ireland.
FLOUR.
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FLOUR
Value.
Average of the Cwt. i
Firft period, _— 37,368  — 18,684
Second ditto, —_— 72,1 — 36,098
Third ditto, —— 46,481 - 23,382
Fourth ditto, — 62,856 - 32,667
- Tifth ditto, - 47697 2 vE= 28,446
L

Average value of the threc commodities } R

in the three firft periods — 116,436
Ditto of the two lait, —_— 71,013
The import in the laft fourteen years is 43

Iefs than in the preceding twenty, by 45:423
Import of the fourth period — . 97,008
Ditto of the fifth, being the period in o o

which the bounty hath taken full effe®, 77
Difference, — 19,990

————

Thefe authentic comparifons differ moft furprizingly from
the affertions that have been made to me in converfation. I
was led to believe that Dublin was no longer fed with Englifh
corn and flour, and that the difference of the import fince
the bounty took effe was not lefs than 200,000l a year.
What thofe affertions could mean is to me perfectly «nigmati-
cal. Have the gentlemen who are faft friends to this meafure,
never taken the trouble to examine thefe papers? Has the
bufinefs been fo often before parliament, and committees of
parliament, without having been particularly fifted? We
here find that the import into Ireland of foreign barley and
malt, wheat and flower have leflened in the laft feven years,
compared with the preceding feven years, no more than to
the amount of about 20,c00l. I read with attention the re-
port of Mr. Forfter’s committee in 1774, the purport of which
was to eftablifh the principles whereon this bounty was given,
but as the whole ofp that performance turnsona comparifon
of fifteen years before 1758, and fifteen years after, though
itfelf contains a declaration (page 7) that the great effe of
the meafure then concerned only the three laft years, very lit-
tle infomation of confequence is to be drawn from it, fince it
affigns a merit to the meafure while it admits none could
flow from it ; nor does the whole report contain one fyllable of
the decreafe in the export of pafturage, which ought to have

H3 : beea
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been minutely examined. But in order that we may have the

whole corn trade before us, let me infert the import of other
forts of corn. ; :

-

Wheat Meal. | Oatmeal. lBemu & Peafe, Oats.

Quant. | Value. | Quant. | Value. [ Quant.| Value | Quant. | Palue.

Barreld 1. [Berwek] | Qs } L 1 Q.| L
Year 1757 4,677] 1,559 425 382
1758 4,038} 1,346 647} 582 5,985 3,591
1759 fop . 3] 269 242 59 35
1760 9| 1t 4100 369 7% 43
1761 285 256 56i 33

17621 g5l xigl 1,u81f 393l 497l 44y 8 s
17631 231 29 7,912 2,637 366 329

Average, 18] 22{ 2.5450 848 4140 3731 883 529

Year 1764| 1,136 1,420 53| 18] 543 48] 139 83
1765 46 57 865f 81 -
17661 g17f  s2tf  s20f 173 579 521y 744} 446
¥767) 9,659(12,074 740 246] 6890 620| 2,854] 1,712
¥768] 5,351) 6,689 389l 350|950 570
1769| 1,023| 1,278 453} 483} 115 74
17701 1,854} 2,781 104 36 752 752 44 28

Average, | 2,355] 3,546 207 671 610] 66| 692] 416

Year 1771| 3,6%| 5.520114,625] 5.119! 2,356} 2.356] 1,820 1,274
1772 2,904 4,356|13.599] 4,759 836 836 351] 246
1773|782 1,a73) 1,495) 5230 428 428 56 39
1774} 759 1,138 430 150 4Bi| 6ozl .333 250
1775} 1,600| 2,400] 1,171}  410] 1,110] 1,388 4 ™3
1776]  682] 1027 1 7811 979 2.4 18
1777 36} 48 1,588 545 6,305] 7,882 387 290

"y

Average, | 1,492 2,238 4,695| 1,644] 1,757| 2,067} 425 - 303%

L
Value of the import per annum of I 6ty
thefe articles in the laft feven years, 125
Ditto in the preceding feven years, —_— 45595
: Increafe, L, - 1,657

—_—

Here therefore we find thatinftead of a decreafe in theim-
port the contrary has taken place.

Recapitulation of the total Value of Corn, Flour, &c.
imported.
. In

* M8, communicated by the Right Hon. (/ch Barre.
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Inthe year 1757 - 136,860 Intheyear 1764 - 126,346
1758 - 121,662 1765 - . 98,190
1759 - 27,058 3 1766 - 103,898
1760 - 55,654 . 1767 - 133,608
1761 - 49,629 1768 - 42,297
1762 - 89,919 1769 - 18,776
1763 - 109,765 1770 -*187,119

—————

Average of 7 years, 84,369 Average of 7 years, 101,604

1. ¢ ok 4
Intheyear 1771 - 265,897 In the year 1775 - 29,371
1772 = Ql,I4} 1776 - 42,788
1773 - 22-7Sg 1797 = 105,559
1774 - 25.34 .
Average of feven years - 84,697
I
Second period, —_— — 101,604
Laft feven years, s — 84,907

Decreafe, — 1 6,907

—

Here is the refult of the whole import account 5 the balance
of which in favour of the nation is no morethan this triflin
fum of fixteen thonfand pounds. The account however mu
be farther examined; we muft take the export fide of the
queftion, for there has been an export notwithftanding this
great import. We fee fomething of this in the regifter of our
Englith corn trade, where is a confiderable fpeculative com-
merce in corn ; but as no fuch thing exifts in Ireland, where
the corn trade is a fimple import of a neceflary of life, it is a
little furprizing if any great export appears. Let us howe;ver

examine the account. .
> 1

* The Dublin Society awere not very accurate, when in their pe-
tition to parliament they fet forth, that in tavoe years preceding 1771,
the import amounted to upwards of 600,000l

VALUE
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i
Exported in the Jaft feven years per annum, — 64,871
Ditto in the feven preceding, —_— - 56,299

Increafe, — 28,572

But as the preceding table includes the export from all the
ports in the kingdom, I have inferted it as an object of general
information, not as immediately neceffary to the enquiry be-
fore us, which ¢oncerns the port of Dublin only. A meafure
which draws the corn to that capital from all the ports in the
kingdom, can never promote an export from them, but muft
operate in a contrary manner: for this reafon I have drawn
the export of the port of Dublin from the general tables for
twenty-One years, and find the averages of the three periods,
each of feven years, to be in value as follows : the table itfelf
is too volumindus to infert.

1 s.d.

Exported in the firft feven years, per annum, -— 269z 5 o
{econd ditto, A 3978 2 o

— laft ditto, - -— 7550 9 o

The laft period greater than the preceding by 3572 7 ©

Which fum is the profit to be carried to the account of the
inland carriage bounty.

I muft here obferve, that thére was a bounty given on ex-
portation, which took place the z4th of June, 1774. viz.
3s. 2d. on the quarter of wheat, ground wheat, meal, or
wheat flour.  2s. 4d. on the quarter of rye, peale or beans
ground or unground. 1s. 3d. on the quarter of oats, which
a& declares the half quarter of wheat, rye, peafe, beans,
meal, &e. fhall be 2241b. barley and malt were left olit to en-
fure the a&s pafling in England.

The following {eflions an additional duty on the import
was laid of 2s. abarrel on all wheat, and 1s. per hundred
weight on all flour, meal, bread, and bifcuit, except of the
produce of or manufacture of Great Britain, to be levied
when the middle price of wheat at the port where imported
fhall exceed 23s. Englifh, the barrel of 2801b. The old duty

on wheat was 2d. per barrel; on flour 1s. from all ports,
Great Britain included.

1.
Decreafe in the import of the laft feven years, . — 16,907
Increafe in the export from Dublin, — 3,572
‘Total gain per ann. according to this account in the
laft {feven years, } 20,479

‘The reader is not to imagine from hence, that the corn
trade of Ireland yields a balance of profit; the advantage
_ to be atrributed to the bounty from this account is only a
Ieffening of lofs, as will appear from the following ftate of

export and import over the whole kingdom.
IMPORT
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IMPORT 4xo EXPORT COMPARED v VALUE.

\Bala
Import. \Export. ‘;‘;lo_t;i’tlfe lolff':”e
o By L 1
Year 1757136,860! 12,105 124,755
1768121,662| 13,104 108,558
1759 27,058 31,642 4,584
1760} 55,694 13,539 | 42155
1761] 49,629 11,927 37,702
1762} 89,919 9,542 80,377
1763{109,762] 12,403 97,359
Average, | 84,369! 14,894 . 654] 70,129
Year 17641126,346| 18,868 107,478
1765 99,190; 28,149 71,041
1766/103,898} 35,557 68,341
1767(133,608] 447 1335161
1768 42,297| 42,470, 173
1769, 18,776 99,340| 80,564
1770/187,119] 29,26 157,851
Average, l101,604] 36,299 11,533| 76,838
Year 1771265,897] 4,326 261,571
1772| 91,141} 37,016 53,525
1773| 22,788] 31,280 8,493
1774| 25,348| 96,048 70,700
1775] 29,371} 65,894} 36,523
1776 42,78811 14,297 71,509
1777,105,559/104,642 917
Average, ! 83,270] 64,8711 26,7461 45,144,

Lofs per annum in the middle feven years, ==

Gain ditto,

-

Neat lofs per annum,

Lofs per annum in the laft feven yea‘rs,

Gain ditto,

. ——

Neat lofs per annum,

It is 2 redudtion of the lofs of 65,000l. down to 18,

e

——

18,398

00ol. .

Having thus difcovered the advantage of the meafure, let
us in the next place examine, at what expenfe this benefit has
been obtained. The following table fhews the payments of
e totals; the ftones of corn,

the bounty to each

county ;

und the cwts. of flour brought.



& .An ACCOUNT of the Sums paid as Bounties on the Inland Carriage of Corn to Dublin. From the beginning to 1777

% 1762. __ 1763. 1764 1765. | 1766, | 1767. | 1768. 1769. -
| Antim, T N i I e L. o7 Ik L. 21
Armagh, : ' 1 N
Carlow, 4360, |8Eaig161). < [+ % T8 94 151 59 197 849
= Cavan, 2 5 ; H
= Clare, . ’ 1 ) 3t
o Cork, 83 Co133 587 907
Donegal, - 25
« BDublin, - 4 : 133
‘& Fermanagh, o5 g
Galway, 1 50 12 107 327 Y345 18 178 303
= Kildare, 748 614 51§ 387 . 446 318 518 2,304
v Kilkenny, 2,079 2,507 %047 2,719 4:50G 3172 5,712 9294 -
King’s J 447 327 461 524 38 133 669 1,207
) Leitri ‘ 5 8 4
Limerick, . 686" 1,383 772 644 799
L Longford, [° 3 1 47 36 16 304 5,341
Louth, 3 2 ¢ 620 78 L 42
a Mayo, 3 7 1z 6 61
- Meath, 506 423 396 303 267 461 1,314 2,567
4 Monaghan,
< Queen’s 651 707 756 596 597 48 1,085 2,308
Rofcommon, 12 6 108§ 312 159 346 653
-1 Siigo, 9 14 8 119 93 226 '
z Tipperary, 191 220 70 232 339 ; 172 338 806
Waterford, .
) Weftmeath, . 33 25 62 313 ; 325 15 622 874
Wexford, 33 30 61 45 143 3, 910 1,100 o
Wicklow, 21 55 35 25 K 22 - 83 124
‘Totals, 4,940 5.096 5,483 a‘oooll' 9212 ! 6,074 I 13,078 25,225
12,730,869 tt. 11,592,418 R '1,622,933 It 1,409,726 L. 1,464,296 1.* 945,289 fi, * 2,148,805 (1.¥] N.mom.ewm a_u»
. 107,9 .

* TFlour included. v
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Total pay- g3 Total pay- 1
ment in 1764 - 5,483 mentin 1771 - 19,290
1765 - 6,660 1772 = 39,560
1766 - g,212 1773 = 44,465
1767 - 6,074 1774 = 49,074
1768 - 13,675 3775 = 53,889
1769 - 25,225 1776 = 60,745
1770 - 18,706 1777 - 61,786

Paid in feven years, 85,038 Paid in feven years, 329,413

——

Which is, per ann. 12,148  Which is, per ann. 47,059

If therefore the account was to be clofed here, it appears
that forty-feven thoufand pounds per annum, have been given
of the-public money for a gain in the export and import ac-
count of corn of twenty thoufand pounds a year. "Surely
this is paying very dear for it! —but the account does not
end here.

From this tablc the reader finds, that the bounty has been
continually rifing, until it has exceeded fixty thoufand pounds
a year. 1t alfo appears, that the encreafe of tillage has been
chiefly in the counties of Kilkenny, Tipperary, Carlow,
Meath, Kildare, King’s, Wexford, Queen’s, and Limerick, as
will appear by contrafting the firft and the laft years of thofe
counties.

1762 1777
Counties, 1. L

Kilkenny, _ 2,079 — 20,816 ;
Tipperary, * —— 191 —_— 9,862 N
Carlow, —_ 160 | = 2,479
Meath, — 506 —_— 4,594
Kildare, = 2N R 3,485
King’s —_ 447 — 3,161
Wexford, — 33— 4,952
Queen’s, e 651 5 3,161 -
Rofcommon, —— 12 —_— 1,740

And Limerick arofe from nothing at all to 27731 in the
year 1776 from hence one fa& clearly appears, that the in-
creafe of tillage has by no means been in the poor counties,
by breaking up uncultivated lands; on the contrary, it has
been entirely in the richeft counties in the kingdom, which
confirms the intelligence I received on the journey, that it
was good fheep land that had principally been tilled. * The
bounty to Tipperary, Carlow, and Rofcommon, once the
greateft fheep counties in Ireland, was infignificant at the
“beginning of the mcafure, but has at laft become very great.
This circumftance, fo cffential in the fubjeét, renders it abfo-

lutely
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Average Price of four and a half hundred Beef per Hundred

Weight.
s. d. s. d. i s d.
Year 1756 - 12 3 |Year 1764 - 13 6|Year 1791 - 0 16 &
1757 - 11 6 1765 - 14 © 1772 - 0 16 ©
1758 - 12 0 1766 - 16 o 1773 - 0 16 6
1759 - 11 6 1767 - 17 0 1774 - 0 18 ©
1760 - 12 6 1768 - 13 © 1775 -0 18 ©
1761 - 12 6 1769 - 15 © 1776 -1 oo
1762 - 12 © 1770 - 16 © '
1763 - 13 © :
Average of the laft 13 years, 16s.

Shipping Prices of Butter, Tallow, Candles, and Pork, in
Waterford, from the Year 1764 to 1777, both inclufive +-

Butter per| tallow per| candles per| Pork per

Gwt. Cwt. Cut, Barrel. 3

s. ¢ osodd s 0 sa A s tisddilie sl d.

In the year 1764 ]43t036 ol 31t030 of41t040 oj40t039 ©
176536 - 38 0{39 - 40 0{40-41 0]38 -40 ©

1766138 - 36 of42 - 41 0{47-48 0]|38-39 0

1767147 - 38 0143 - 44 ©/49:50 0[43-45 ©

1768138 - 42 6[44 - 43 0|51 -52.0/45-48 6
1769142 - 53 0144 - 45 054 -53 0|42 -38 ©

1770145 -43 6]42 - 40 0|54 - 53 Of41 - 45 ©
A1771]57-48 ol44-45 ©[53 -54 0f{44 - 46 o

1772154 -48 0{46- 52 o[ 54 -56 ol53 - 54 ©

1793(56 - 54 0144 - 42 8{51 -52 o[58 -60 0
1774150 - 40 ©[40 - 43 0[54 - 55 0[42 - 45 o

1775153 - 44 040 -41 0|50 - 51 045 - 42 ©
1776]53 - 43 0|41 -40 0}50 =51 ©|47-49 ©

1777158 =55 0|41 -43 0|51 - 52 0166 -70 ©

Average, - 45 6 44 6 50 0 46 6

Thofe arethe rriccs as they appeared at the begihning and at
the end of the year.

Prices

.

+ MS. Communicated by Cornelius Bolton, Efg; meviber for
that city.
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Prices of Ox hides of 112lb. from the Year 1756 to 1776, both

inclufive.

L s d Al ac
Year 176 —— 1 7 o| Year 1767 —— 1 6 o
1750 et b 7O 1768 —— 1 8 6
17880 = |1 22 <0 1769 —— 11! o©
1759 . —— 1 1 Q 1770~ —=5¢1 810
1760 —— 1 0 6 1771 —— 1 4 O
1761 —— 1 2 6 1992 —— 1 1 ©
1762 —— 1 2 o 1978 =%k 1370
1763 —— 019 6 1773 —— 110 ©
17647 —— b oh185.6 177§ —— 1 13 O
1765 —— 1 4 © oo ) P U S

1766 — 1 5 o

The real price of hides I was difappointed in at Corke, muft
therefore take that of the cuftom-houfe, which is 1l. 13. 4d.
tanned, and 1). 5s. untanned; as more of the latter, I fhall
fappofe 1l. 8s. on an average. Of the cows, bullocks, and
horfes, I am quite ignorant, fhall therefore guefs them at
sl. on an average. Cheefe at the cuftom-houfe 1l. per cwt.

TOTAL EXPORTSor PASTURAGE.
Firft Period. Per annum.
i 3 L

Export of beef from 1753 to 1759, 162,034
barrels, at il. 12s. per, 259,254
Ditto butter, 203,569 cwt. at zl. gs. 6d. per, — 463,119
Ditto hides, 142,033, at 1l. 8s. per, - 198,845
Ditto tallow, 22,118 cwt. at 21, 4s. 6d. per, — 49,211

————

Average of the firft feven years, o 970,429

4 Second Period.
Beef from 1764 to 1770, 200,799 barrels,

at 1l 12s. per, 1 —_— 321,277
Butter, 281,510 cwt. at 21. 55, 6d. per. —_ 640,434
Candles, 4284 cwt. at 2l. 10s. per, = 10,710

Hides, 124,604, at 1l. 8s. per, 174:445
Tallow, 49,976 cwt. at 2l. 4s. 6d. per, - 111,196
Live ftock, 2,127, at ;1. per, T 10,635
Cheefe, 3,341 cwt. at 11. pet, 3,341

4 Average export of the fecond feven years, — 1,272,038

Third Period.

Beef from 1771 to 1777, 195,665 barrels, at >/
1l. 12s. per, —_— 312,967
Butter, 267,212 cwt. at 21. 5. 6d. per, — 607,907

Candles,
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Candles, 2,280 ewt. at 2l. 10s. per, —_— 5,016
Hides, 121,963, at 1l. 8s. per, i 2]0,747
Tallow, 44,919 cwt. at 2l. 4s. 6d. per, _— ' 99:943
Live ftock, 4,040, at sl. per, - —— * 20,200
Cheele, 2,122 ewt. at 1l. per, L ! 25122

Average export of the laft feyen years, —. 1,218,902

Sccond period greater than the firft by  — 301,609

Second period greater than the lalt by T 1 053,130

The fecond period being greater than the firlt by near three
hundred thoufand pounds, and Ireland having.been through-
out all three periods on the advance in profperity, it follows, *
that the increafe fhould have continued, had not fome other
reafon interfered, and occafioned, inftead of ‘a fimilar increafe
of three hundred thoufand pounds, afalling off of above fifty
thoufand. I cannot fupofe that the increafe of tillage did all
this; Ithould fuppofe that impoflible. Moft of: thefe commo-
dities are certainly confumed at”home, which perhaps may
account for there being no increafe ; but the increafe of tillage
muft inevitably have had its fhare, and it is afiigning a very
moderate one togt, tofuppofe the amount no more than this’
decreafe of fifty thoufand poundsa year.. We come mext to
fheep, and the exports which depend on them. The follow-
ng table fhews the whole at one view:

Teal] ¥ alne |7 lonoalucar ajled [Patue an Teial | detal
fones. lat 145§ Yarn. l17s 64 yarn. | gos | flones. | walue,

1. | fomes. 1.7 ] Pomes. 5 . .
Year1764(10,128] 7,089 9,991 8,7421139,412[278,82411 59.531[294,655
1765117,316{12,521{i3.450(11,768(1 49,91 5/299,830|1 80,6811323,719
1766 (21.722{1 5,205 7,989] 6,9821 52,122]304,244{181,824/326,431
1767(48,733134,113| 7,553 6:603]151,9401303,88¢/208,226/344.596
1768/28,52119,96411,387] 9.963]157,721{315.442{197,625{345,369
17691 3,840) 2,688] 5,012| 4,385]131,364262,728138,216{269,301
1770} 2,578| 15804] 3,833} 3,353]117,753/235,506124,164|240,663

Average, 118,976[13.283] 8,458] 7,399]142,889285,779/170,038[306,462

Yeartyy1| 218]  152) 4,468] 3,909|139.378278,756(144,064}282,817
1772{ 2,045]. 1543 1| 5,947} 5,%031115,904(231,808/|123,8961238,442

1773 1,839] 1,287 94,0981188,196| 95,9371189,483
1774] 1,007 794 63y9204127,840| 64,927|128.544
17751 2,009} 1,404 ‘| 78,8961157.792] 80,903{159,196
1776] 1,059) 741 86,527]173,054] 87,586]173.795
1777] 15734] 1,213 114.1703]229,406(116,437|230,619

Syt

Average. | 1.418" 990l 1,459! 1,301 99.060198}21501.954100,4:18‘
Vor. 1I. 1 3

§ The quantities taken from the Parliament Records of Import and Export,
MS. and the valoc added,

‘
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In the laft century the quantity of wool, &c. was much
larger, indeed it was fo great, as will appear from the follow-

ing table, as to form a confiderable proportion of the king-.
dom’s exports.” .

Wool. | Yarn.
ftones. | ftones.
Year 1687 | 256,592 | 3,668
: 1697 | 217,678 | 13,480
1700 | 336,292 [ 26,617
1701°| 302,812 | 23,390
1702 | 315,473 | 43,148 |

Woeol. | Yarn.

ftones. | ftones.
Year 1703 | 360,862 | 36,873
] 1711 | 310,136 | 55,273
1712 | 263,946 | 60,108
1713 F 171,871 1 68,548
1711 1147,153 1 58,147

Relative tothe prices I have charged, the following table is
the authority.

Market Prices of Weol in the Fleece, per Stone of fixteen
pounds; and of Bay Yarn, per Pack, containing fourteen
great Stones, of cighteen pounds each.

*

Wosl. | Bay Yarn. Wool, | Bay Yarn.
per .| per pagk. per ft. }per pack.
s. &l s d s. dfl s, d
Year 1764 |11 0{26 § offYear 5772 | * ol28 7 o
1765 {10 ol24 13 6 17731 olz7 6 o
1766.J11 ol25 4 © 1774 |14 0|25 4 ©
1767113 ojay 6.0 1775 116 olzg 8 o
17608 {13 6l26 § o 1776 116. 6i30 9 o
1769 {13  6]26 15 6 1777 |17 630 9 o

< 1770 f14 Qj26 15 G |fAverage is [ —-
3771 b1g  ol26 15 6 nearly f14 of27 4 3

Wool is here rated at the market price for combing wool
xpyugh in the fleece 5 but na eftimate can be formed from this.
upon what has been exported, the fmall quantities whereof.
have been for the moft part wool upon fkins or coarfe fells,
which muft have come much lower than' the prices herein
mentioned. Y ¥

Woollen' yarn for export has not been an article for fale in,
Ireland, what has been {fent ont was direcily from the manu-
fa&urer, I prefume in very fmall quantities, and from the port
of Corke only. !

Worlted, or bay yarn, is fent principally to Norwich and
Manchefter, it fells by the ﬂsqin in Ireland, butin the preced-

ing
* Unfettled, but very kigh—The pack of bay yarn is taken to
contain 2100 fkains. " 35
 § Communicated by DMr. Fofbua Pine, in the yarn trade.. Tle
euflom-houfe price of avoel is 1§5u wwosllen yarn 17, and mverfied
yarn 1l 135, 4d. g
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ing table it is rated by the pack the coft at-market is only no-.
ticed, the neceffary charges on fhipping amount to full two
per cent. exclufive of commiffion which is two per cent. more. .

Wool, woollen, and bay yarn, are exported by the great
ftone, containing eighteen pounds weight. A licence for ex-
porting muft be protured from the lord lieutenant, the coft of
which is nearly {fourpence halfpenny per ftone§. From com-
paring the prices at different periods, exported woollen yarn
may pretty fafely be rated at feventen fhillings and fixpence
per ftone, of which five fhillings a ftone is labour. | +

1
Exported value in the firt period, 307,662
Ditto in the laft, —_— 200,413
AW G S
Decreafe, —_— 106,049

Whoever recurs to the minutes of the journeyy in the coun-
ties of Carlow, Tippeérary, and Rofcommon, thé great {heep-
walks of Ireland, will have no reafon to beé futprized at this lofs
of one hundred thoufiund pounds a year. There are yét other
fubjeéts fo conneéted with the prefent eaquiry, thatin drder to
have a clear and diftin& idea of it, we muft include in the
account. I think it fair to give tillage credit for any increafe
there may be in pork, bacon, lard, hogs, and' bread ; it is true
they do not entirely belang to it, for dairies yield much ; but to
obviate objections, I will fuppofe them totally connetted with
tillage.  The following table includes all thelfe articles,

o . EXPORTS



173, EXPORTS OF PORK

EXPORTS OF

Pork | Flitckes | Lard, | Bread, | Hegs.
barrels. lof bacom.| Cwt. | Cuot.

Year 1753 | 23,682
1754 23,684
1755 | 20,930
1756 | 51,345
1757 |.25:071
1758 | 28,746
1759 | 40,336

Average, 30,542%

Year 1764 [ 35,066 226 | 1,852 8,783' 60
1765 | 44,368 | 3,592 | 3,940 | 7,417 140
1766 | 50,155 | 96401 1,783 | 8,228 481
1767 | 34,995 | 5,778 | 1,055 [ 6,876 °
1768 | 43,041 ['21,275 | 1,496 | 6,791 22
1769 | 40,039 | 8,156 | 1,549 | 6,792 444
1770 | 43,947 | 6,500 | 1,913 | 5,597 416

Average, | 41,649 [ 7,881} 1,869 | 7,197 223"

Year 1771 | 42,519 | 5,773 | 1,841 [ 8,006 76
1772 | 44,713 | 14142 | 2,235 | 4575 %
1773 | 55,012 § 19,256 | 2,156 | 5,827 135
1774 | 52,328 | 26,100 | 2,379 | 5,090 852
1775 | 50,367 | 32,644 | 1,686 | 4,012 680
1776 | 72,714 | 24,502 | 3,216 | 13,302 } 1,148
1777 172,931 | 11,462 | 2,981 | 29,627 | 1,358

" Average, | 55,240 | 19,025 | 2,356 | 10,062 624§
/

Export of pork per annum, from 1764 to 1770, 1
41,649 barrels, at 2l. 6s. 6d. per barrel 1, 96,833
Bacon, 788 cwt. at 15s. per cwt. || 5,910
Lard, 1869 cwt.at 1 L. per. cwt. || —_— 1,869
Bread, 7197 cwt. at 10s. per cwt. || —-— 3,598
Hogs, 223, at 18s. a piece I, o — 166
Average export of feven years, | — 108,376
Export

* Yournals of the Houfe of Commons.  § Parliasient Record
of Export and Import, IMS. — + Waterford price. || Caftens~.
Houfe price, 1 Suppofed at that rate for want of authoritye
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Export of pork per annum, from 1771 to 1777, = L
55,240 barrels, at 21. 6s. 6d. per barrel, — = §28,43¢
Bacon, 19,125 at 15s. — —_— 14,343
Lard, 2356 cwt. at 1l. per cwt. 2,356
Bread,- 10,062 cwt. at 10s. per cwt,  ———— 5,031
Hogs, 624, at 15s. a piece — —_— 468
Average exports of the laflt feven years,  — 150,631
Increafe in the Jaft feven years, —— 42,255

The data are now very completely before the reader, from
which the merit of this extraordinary meafure may be eftimat-
ed. I will not affert that any cuftom-houfe accounts are ab-
{olutely authentic; I know the common objetions to them,
and that there is a foundation for thofe objetions; but the
point of confequence in the prefent enquiry does not depend
on their abfolute, but comparative accuracy; thac isto fay, if
the errors objedted to them exift, they will be found as great
in one period as in another, confequently their authority is
perfeétly competent for the comparifon of different ones. 'Who-
ever will examine the entries with a minute attention, and
compare them with a variety of other circumftances, will ge~
nerally be able to diftinguifh the fufpicious articles. In the
prefent enquiry I will venture to affert that they fpeak truth,
for they correfpond exaély (as I thall by and by fhew) with
many other caufes which could hardly have failed without a
miracle of producing the effe@s they difplay. I fhould fur-
ther add, that or the greateft number of the articles inferted
in the preceding tables, there are duties paid on the export
which exempt them from the common objection to the entries.
But to reafon againkt the accuracy of fuch accounts is per-
fectly ufelefs, while minifters in defence of thejr meafures,
and patriots in oppofition to them found their arguments on
them alone. Whoever attends either the Englith or Irifh
houfe of commons will prefently fee this in a multiplicicy
of inftances. All who come to the bar of thofe houfes de-
pend on thefe accounts; committees of parliament rely on
them, and the beft political writers of every period, from
<Child and Davenant to Campbell and Whitworth, have agreed
in the fame conduft, knowing the errors to which they are
liable; but knowing alfo that there is no better authority, and
that they are perfeétly competent to comparifons.

Having thus clofed my authorities, I fhall now draw them
into one view, by flating the account of the inland carriage
bounty, Debtor and Creditor. )

Dovunry



134 ~BOUNTY ACCOUNTS.
Bounty on THE IxtAxp CARriaGE oF Corx.
Dr. 3 Cr.
: L ; L
T'o payments of pub- By decreafe in the im-
tic money on the a-_ port of corn, &c. - 16,907
verage of the laft 7 By increafe in the ex-
years,” — 47,059} portofcorn, -— 3,570
'To decreafe in the ex- By increafe in the ex-
port of beef, butter, 1 “port of pork, hogs,
&e.. —  — 53,136f  Dbread, &c. — 42,255
To decreafe in the ex- A —
port of wool and - 62,734
yarn, — 106,049 Balance againft the
bounty, ' —  143,5t0
206,244 200,244

Thus far T have laid before the reader a connected chain of
fuch fa&s as the records of the meafure, and the parliamen-
tary accounts would permit : #it appears as clearly as the tef
timony of figures can fpeak, that it has had very ill effe&s
upon the general national account. Had the effect we have
feen taken place of itfelf without any artificial means to aflift
it, the friends of the public wonld perhaps have been well em-
ployed to remedy the evil : how abfurd therefore muft it ap-
pear to find that it has been bronght about with the utmoft
care and afiduity, and at an expence of near fifty thoufand
pounds a year of the public money!

It is the intention and effect of this bounty, to turn every
Yocal advantage and natural fupply topfy turvy. We have
had for feveral yearsin England, an importation of foreign
corn. more than. proportioned (the kingdoms compared) to
any thing the Irifh knew.t+ If any one to remedy this, pro-
pofed a bounty on bringing corn by land from Devonthire
and Northumberland, fo as to give it a preference in the
London market to that of Kent and Effex, with what con-
tempt would the propofer and propofition be treated! the
corn counties of Louth and Kildare in the vicinity of Dublin
are not to fupply that market, but it is to eat its bread from
Corke and Wexford ! - g

It muft alfo be brought by land carriage! the abfurdity
and folly with which fuch an idea is pregpant in a country
blefled with fuch ports, and fuch a vaft extent of coaft, are
{o glaring, that it is amazing that. fophiftry could blind the
legiflature to fuch a degree as to permit a fecond thought of

o

< Ydn 1774 we imported to the value of 3,023,000l ; and in
3775 tatl:atofl,z65,56;,\ .
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it. 'Why not carry the corn in fhips, as well as tear up all
the roads leading to Daublin by cars ¢ Why not increafe
your failors inftead of horfes 2 Are they not as profitable an
animal?  If you muft have an inland bounty, why not to the
neareft port from which it could be carried with the moft
eafe, and at the leaft cxpence to Dublin? This would have
anfwvered the fame end. The pretence for the meafure was
the great import of foreign corn at Dublin; this is granting
that there was a great demand at Dublin § and can any one
fuppofe that if the corn was forced to Corke or Wexford, it
would not find the way to fuch a'demand as eafily as from
the eaft of England, which is the only part of that kingdom
which abounds with corn for exportation? Bat the very pre~
tence was a falthood, for with what regard totruth could it

be afferted, that Dublin was fed with Englifh corn beforé .
this meafure took effe®, when it appears by the preceding ac-
counts, that the import of the whole kingdom from 1757 to
1763 was only 84,000l. a year, and from 1967 to 1770 10
more than ro1,604l. 2 This import account does not diftin=
guifh like the export one, the ports at which the foreign corn
was received ; if it did, I fhould in all probability find but a
moderate part of this total belonging to Dublin, as it is very
well known that in the north there is always a confiderable
import of oatmeal. Granting however the evil, flill the plan
of remedying it by a land carriage of 130 miles was abfird
to the lait degree. But fuppofe fo confiderable a city as
Dublin did import foreign corn to 4 large amount, is it wife
to think this {o great a national evil, that all the principles of
comimon policy are to be wounded in order to remedy it?
Where is the country to be found that is free from confider-
able imporcations even' of the produé of land 2 Has not Ire-
fand a prodigious export of her foil’s produce in the effeéts of
palturage, gor which her climate is fingularly adapted ?
And while fhe has that, of what little account is a trifling im-
port of corn to feed her capital city ?  We have feen the un-
doubted lofs that has accrued to the nation from a violent
endeavour to countera this imiport, yet the meafure has only
{eflened it to an inconfiderable degree, , ]
I was at a mill on Corke harbour above 120 miles from
Dublin, and faw cars loading for that market on the bounty,
with 2 fhip laying at the mill quay bound for Dublis, ‘and
waiting for 2 loading; could invention fuggeft any fcheme
more prepoftérous than thus to confoupd at the public ex-
pence all the ideas of common pradice, and common fenfe !
By means of this meafure I have been aflured it has happen-
ed, that the flour of Slaine mills has found its way to Citlow,
and that of Laughlin Bridge to Drogheda : that is to fay,
Mr. Jebb eats his bread of Captain Mercer’s flour, and the
Yatter makes his pudding with Mr. Jebb’s affifance ; they live
Y 100
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100;miles: afunder, and the public pays the piper while the
flour dances the hay in this manner.

The vaft difference between the expence of land and water
carriage fhould ever induce the legiflature, though failors were
not in. queftion, to encourage the latter rather than the for-
mer. ! IFrom Corke there 1s paid bounty s5s. 6%d. yet the
{reight at 10s. a:ton is only 6d. The bounty from Laughlin
Bridge is 24.34d. yet Captain Mercer pays in fummer but
Is..4d. and in winter no more than 1s. 6d. Mr. Moore at
Marlefield feceives 4s. bounty, but his carriage coft him only
2s. 6d. in fummer, and 3s. in winter ; hence therefore we
find that the bounty more than pays the expence, and that
the profitis in proportion to the diftance, i. e. the abfurdity.

In the year ending September 1777, there were 34,598
barrels of malt brought from Wexford to Dublin by land, re-
ceiving 7077L 4s. 11d. bounty.:

34,593 barrels-are 51,897 Cwt. which at 6
Cwt. per horfe, would take for one day, 8,649 horfes.
From Wexford to Dublin and back takes feven

days, or = e 60,546 horfes.
One man to two horfcs, _— 30,273 men.
) s.
The horfes at 16d. a day, - 4,366 8 o
Men at od. a day, — — 135 4 9

. . 8even days men and horfes, — 5,171 12 9
The freight of which to Dublin at 8s. a ton
i fhould be, — — 1,037 12 ©

Saving by Sea, 1 - 4,134 0 g9

‘b Tt is therefore 2 Lfi of about 8o per cent. purchafed by the
ourty.
In )[v}roportfon as failors are leffened horfes are increafed.
Suppofe common coafting veflels navigated at the rate of onc
man to twenty tons, it requires fixty-fix horfes to draw that
burthen, and thirty three men: fo that for every failor loft,
there are above threefcore of this worft of all ftock kept;
which is of itfelf an enormous national lofs. If the number
of horfes kept at a&tual work by this bounty, with the mares,
colts, &c. to fupply them, were known, it might probably be
found fo large as to leffen alittle of the veneration with
which this meafure is confidered in'Ireland.

I find that in the feflions of 1769 and 1771, there was a
bounty paid on the carriage of corn coaftways to Dublin. It

: amounted

3 ; ?
Wi }Ii communicated by Rickard Newill, Efg; meyiber for
Vexford,
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amounted in the firfk to 327814, and in the latter to 49731 §»
the a& lafted only thofe four years. It was an experiment
which furely ought to have been continued; for if corn is to
be forced to Dublin, this moft certainly is the only rational
way of doing it.

By the following table the amount of this coafting trade
will be feen, with and without that bounty.

Corn and Tlour brought coaftways to, Dublin from
. 1758 to 1977.

WV heat and Bere and Oats and,
wheat meal] barley, ' Malt, | Flour. batmeal. | Totals.

Barrels, | Barrels. | Barrels. \Barrels|Barrels, | Barrels,
In the Year 1758] 1,424 | 61,794 | 2,991 40 | 22,178] 88,427
1759] 527 {69,326 | 5,106 | 37 | 10,963 85,959
1760] 37 | 75.846 | 3.812 48| 9,273 89,016
1761] 43 64,589 % 3,272 | 40| 9.792} 774736
1762f 118 163.980 | 3.347 | 52 | 10,484 77,981
1763 902 | 66,50 | 3,505 124 | 10,762 81,443
1764 1,542 79,710 3,812 161 | 10,663 95,868
1765 1,611 64708 3-427 142 | 10;053 79:938
1766| 11,000 |39.398 | 6,610 | 282 | 14,276 71,566
1767] 8,006 | 61,346 | 6,266 |1,150 | 12,006 88,774
Total, 836,728
1768 2,430 | 76,684 | 15,507 39 | 15,858110,518
1769 5,669 | 81,749 | 14,479 | 753 | 217231245373
1770 6,06z | 68,378 | 18,522 § 381 9,130102,473
1771] 5,428 [60,530 1 8,558 1 232 | 16.157 90,902
1772] 8,130 [ 49,658 | 18,455 | 743 | 14,468 91,452
1773 3,525 | 48,836 | 17.106 | 269 | 12,117} 81,853
1774] 4755 | 46,724 | 27,659 | 76 | 17,181] 96,395
177§ 832 | 49 213 | 25,165 290 | 5,615] 81,115
1776] 1,182 | 51.778 | 21,990 6,591| 81,341
1777] 712 | 379511 | 17,467 | 630 | 10,733 67,053%

N

Total, 927,477

3,508 | 49,178 | 19,487 | 320 | 11,837, 84,301

Average of lh:}
lait 7 years,

+ Fune 1,1768. 7tk Gesrge 1. chap. 24.

. per Cwt. corn of Irifb growth by awater coaftways to
Dublin, fouthward between Wicklow and the Tufcar 5 north,
betvseen Drogheda or Carrickfergus.

sd. per Cwt. if fouthward of Mufcar, or north of Carricke
ergus,
£ fzf. per Cwt. fouthward of Cooley point, to Neawry, Belfaft,
¢r Londonderry. Continued to 24th Fune, v771. ~ =
§ MS. account of public premiums, communicated by the Right
{lon, Fobn Forfler, member for the county of Louth.
* MS. communicated by Ricks Nevi'ly Efg; member for Weford,
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With the affiftance of thefe particulars, united with the
quantities on which the inland bounty is paid, given at page
127 and 128, we fhall be able to fee the principal part of the
confumption of the city of Dublin.

Brought by Land-carriage Bounty.

Stores. Cavt,
Year 1762 1,730,869
1763 | 1,592,418
1764 1,622,933
1765 1,409,726
1766 1,464,296
1767 945,289
1768 2,148,803
1769 2,608,910 107,986
1770 1,920,978 79350
771 1,641,867 87,905
1772 | 3,146,960 | 153,139
1773 3,263,199 1752477
1774 | 3:553,996 | 190,346
1775 3,211,214 213,885
1776 | 3,622,076 | 255,256
1777 3,240,692 317,753

Aver: f
lay yonts § 3097143 | 199:074

By thefe accounts, {Dublin on an average of the laft feven
years has confumed

3,097,143 Stones of corn,
199,074 Cwt. of flour,
84,301 Barrels of both coaftways.

If the average weight of the corn is 14 ftone per barrel,
the firft of thefe articles

Will make in barrels, — —_ 221,224
The 199,074 Cwt. of flour may be called in bar-

rels of wheat, * — - 180,000
Add ‘the above batrels coafltways, — 84,301

Total, = 485,525

7

To this fhould be added the import. of foreign corn, which
is known to be confiderably more than the export, and it will
appear that if there are 150,000 inthabitants in Dublin, they
muft confume above thre¢ bartels edch of all forts of corrt in

a year;
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& year, which confidering that the mafs of the people live
very much upon potatoes, is a great allowance, and fuggefts
the idea either that the people are more numerous, or that
more money is paid in bounties than there ought to be by
the aéts, which is probable.

I come now to confider one of the principal arguments
ufed in favour of this meafure, It is the increafe of tillage
being fo beneficial to the kingdom. ‘Faken as a general po-
fition, there may or may not be truth in the affertion : I am
apt to think rather more firefs is laid on it than therc
ought to be, and fome reafons for that opinion may be feen in
Political Arithmetic, p. 363, &c. But not to enter into the
general queftion at prefent, I have to obferve two circum-
ftances upon the ftate of Ireland ; firlt the moifture of the
climate, and fecondly the fort of tillage introduced.

That the climate is far moifter than that of England I have
already given various reafons to conclude; but the amazing
tendency of the foil to grafs would prowe it if any proof was
wanting. Lect general Cunningham and Mr. Silver Oliver
recolle& the inftances they thewed me of turnep land, and
ftubble left without plonghing, and yielding the fucceedidg
fummer a full crop of hay. Thefe are fuch fa&s as we
have not an idea of in England. Nature therefore points
out in the cleareft manner, tlie application of the foil in Ire-
land moft {uitable to the climate. But this moiftere which is
fo advantageous to-grafs, is pernicious to corn. The fineft
corn in Europe and the world is uniformly found in the
drieft countries; it is the weight of wheat which points out
its goodnefs ; which leflens per meafure gradually from Bar-
bary to Poland. The wheat of Irefand has no weight com-
pared with that of dry countries; and I have on another
occalion obferved, that there is not a fample of a good colour
in the whole kingdom. The crops are full of grafs and
weeds, even in the beft management, and the harvefts are fo
et and tedious as greatly to damage the produce ; but at
the fame time, and for the fame reafon cattle of all forts look
well, never failing of a full bite of excellent grafs : the very
drieft fummers do not affe& the verdure as in England.

1 do not make thefe obfervations, in order to conclude that
tillage will not do in Ireland. I know it may be made to do;
. but I would leave the vibrations from corn to pafturage, and
from pafturage to corn, to the enltivators of the land to guide
themfcives as prices and other circumftances dire&, but by no
means force an extended tillfye at the expence of bounties.

But what is the tillage gained by this meafure? It is that
fyftem which formed the agriculture of England two hundred
{egn‘s ago, and forms it yet in the worlt of our common fields,

ut which all our exertions of enclofing and improving are

bent to extirpate. 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat; and then {pring
corn until the foil is exhaufted : or elfe, 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat.
3. Spring
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3. Spring-corn ; and then fallow again. In this courfe the
fpring corn goes to horfes, &c. the fallow is a dead lofs, and
the whole national gain the crop of wheat ; one year in three
vields nothing, and one a trifle, whereas the grafs yiclds a full
crop every year. Let it not be imagined, that wafte and de-
fart trads, that wanted cultivation, are only turned to this
tillage. Nine tenths of the change is in the rich fheep walks
of Rofcommon, Tipperary, Carlow, and Kilkenny. I have
already proved this fact ; the queftion therefore is reduced to
this: Ought you to tarnfome of the fineft paftures in the
world, and which in Ireland yielded twenty fhillings an acre,
into the molt execrable tillage that is te be found on the face
of the globe » 'The comparifon is not between good grafs and
good tillage ; it is good grafs againft bad tillage. The tables
I inferted prove, that Ireland has loft fifty-three thoufand
pounds a year for feven years in the produce of cows and
bullocks, and one hundred and fix thoufand pounds m that
of fheep ; thisis a prodigious lofs, but it is nét the whole;
there is the-lofs of labour on above fifty thoufand ftones of
woollen yarn annually, which s a great drawback from the
fuperior population fuppofed, perhaps falfely, to flow from
tillage. When thefe circumftances are therefore well confi-
dered, the nation will not, T apprehend, be thought to have
gained by having converted her rich fheep walks, which
yielded fommply in wool, and in the labour which is annexed
to wool, into fo execrable a tillage as is univerfally intro-
duced.

Another circamftance of this meafure is, that of facrificing
alf the ports of the kingdom to Dublin ; the nataral trade,
which ought to take a varicty of different little channels, pro-
portioned to vicinity, was by this {yftem violently drawn away
to the capital; a very ill fituated capital, the increafe of
which, at the expence of the out ports, was by no means a
national advantage. {

A queftion maturally arifes from the premifes before us}
fhould the bounty be repealed? Abfurd as it is, I am free to
declare, I think not at ence. Upen the credit of the meafure
great fums have been laid out in raifing mills, moft in fitua<
tions which render them dependant on this forced trade for
work. Great lofs would accrue in this to individuals, and’
the public faith rather injured. The following tables will
fhew that this is not a flight confideration, <~

The
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The principal mills of Ireland, from June ‘x77 3 to June 1774.-
» Cwt.

Marlefield, — Stephen Moore, Efq; —_ 15,382
Slane, ~— D. Jebb, Efq; and Co. — 11,070
Anner, — Mr. J. Grub, — 10,395,
Rathnally, ~—J. Nicholfon, Efq; - 9,870
Lodge, ~—  Richard Mercer; Efq; - 9,826
Kilkarn, ~* Wade and Williams, — 6,495
Carrick, — D. Tighie, Efg; -—_— 6,996
Archer’s Grove, —  Mr. W, Ratican, — 5,503
Lock, -~ Mr. H. Bready, . 55 5:446
Ballykilcavan, ~-. Doyle and Hotkins, —_ 5,396
T'yrone, —~ H. O Brien, Efq; —_ 4,967
Newtown Barry, —  Hon. B. Barry, — 4,574

The moft diftant mill from Dublin is that of Barnahely,
Corke, one hundred and thirty miles. A prodigious number .
of men and horfes would be thrown at once out of cmploys
ment, which would have bad effe@s ; and a fudden' diverfion:
of that fupply, which has now flowed to Dublin for fo many
years, would certainly have very ill confequences. The policy
therefore to be embraced is this; lower the prefent bounty to
the fimple expence of the carriage, and no more ; and coun-
terac it by raifing the bounty on the carriage of ®orn coaft-
wife, until it rivalled and gradually put down the land car-
riage. Perhaps it might be neceflary to accompany this mea-
fure with a land carriage bounty from the mill to the neareft
exporting port, the Dublin bounty would therefore ftand in
order to prevent the evil of a fudden change, but when the
other bounties had got fo far into effec, as to leflen the old
one confiderably, then it fhould be totally difcontinued ;. and
it would then certainly be proper for the other bounties (hav-
ing performed their office) to be difcontinued alfo. The pre-
fent fyftem is-fo undoubtedly abfurd, that the rival bounties
fhould be raifed higher and higher until they had turned the
commerce into the natural channel ; an expreflion I am fen-
fible implies an apparent abfurdity, for a natural channel of .
comnmerce docs not want fuch bountics, but a bad procecding
has made it fo excecdingly crooked, that a mere repeal, leav-
ing the itrade to itfelf, moft certainly would not do. You
mulft undo by art the mifchigf which art has done; and the
commercial capital in Ireland is too fmall to bear any vio-
lence. :

United with the condu& 1 have ventured torecommend,
in cafe the tillage fyftem was perfifted in, it would be very.
well worth the attention of parliament, to annex fuch conditis
ons to the payment of any new bounties, as might have the
effelt of fecuring a good tillage inftead of a bud one.  If it

was
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was found pradicable, which I fhould think it might be, no
public money fhould ever be given for barley, bere, or oats,
that did not fucceed turneps ; nor for wheat, or rye, that did
not follow beans, clover, or potatoes; by this means the na-
tion would have the fatisfa@ion of knowing, that if the plough
was introduced in valuable pafture land, it 'would at leaft be
ina good fyftem. 4 ‘
Before I conclude this fubje&, it may be proper to obferve
a circumftance, which however ill it may be received in Eng-
land, has, -and ought to have this weight in Ireland. The
yevenue of that kingdom is under fome difadvantages which
England is free from ; the hereditary revenue is claimed iz
property by the crown ; a great penfion lift is charged on it,
and much of the amount paid out of the kingdom 3 there is
no free trade to compenfate this ; a large part of the military
eftablithment is taken out of the kingdom, and of late years
the nation has run very much in debtz in fuch a fituation of
affairs, it is thought wife and prudent to fecure the payment
of fuch a fum as fifty or fixty thoufand pounds a year to-
wards the internal improvement of the kingdom. Nobody
can deny there being much good fenfe in this reafoning 5 but
the argument is applicable toa well founded meafure, as
firongly as it is to an abfurd one; and I fhould farther ob-
ferve, that if this or any bounty is the means of: running the
nation fo much in debt that new taxes are neceffarily the con-
fequence, this idea is then vifionary ; the people domnot fe-
cure an advantage but a burthen. I cannot here avoid a
comparifon of expending fo large a fum annually of the
public money rationally, or in a meafure at beft fo very
doubtful; for indulge the prejudices of gentlemen, and fup-
pofe for a moment, that all the proofs I have given do not
amount to. an abfolute condemnation, they certainly, even
then, give it the moft dubious complexion that ever meafure
bad. But fuppofe from-the beginning, the money which has
been thus advanced, had been given in premiums of tem
pounds per acre on all land abfolutely wafte, which was
brought in and reclaimed. That fum I fhewed on another
occafion, will build excellent dwe]lings, fence, plant, drain,
pare and burn lime, plough, fow, and complete an acre ; the
premium would therefore pay the whole, -and leave to the
proprietor no other bufinefs than to take the trouble of fee-
ing the conditions of 'tlhe premium complied with. The fol-
lowing table will thew what the effe@s of fuch a premium
would have been, caleulating the annual produee at four
pounds an acre, which is much under what it ought to be.
‘The firft column fhews the fums paid as bounty, the next the
number of acres that fum would have improved at ten
pounds per acre, and the third the produce at four pounds
per acre, waiting three years at firft to give time for operations,
- P e S RS Aot o Sums,



IMPROVEMENT or WASTES. 43

Suris. Acres. Produge.
L L

In the year 1762 4,940 494
1763 5,096 509
1764 5,483 543

1765 [ 6,660 666 8,788

1766 0,212 912 12,436

1767 6,074 607 14,864

1768 13,675 . 1,369 20,332

1769 25,225 2,522 30,420

1770 18,700 1,870 37,9c0
1771 19,290 1,929 45,616
1772 | 39560 3,956 61,440
1793 | 44,465 4446 79,224
1774 | 49,674 4,967 99,092
1773 53,889 5,388 120,644
1776 | 60,745 6,074 | 144,940
1777 61,786 6,178 169,732

42,433 | 8455428

'

From hence we find, that at the end of the year 1777,
there would have been 42,433 acres improved in the complete
and_mafterly manner ten pounds an acre effe@s, the apnual
produce of which would be at four pounds an acre, 169,732l
all abfolute and undoubted profit to the kingdom: there
would have been received in this manner no lefs than
845,0col. If the lands were thrown as they ought to be
into the courfe of — 1. turneps; 2. barley; 3. clover s,
4. wheat; and reckoning the barley at ten barrels, and the
wheat at fix, there would now be a produce every year of
63,649 barrels of wheat, and 186,082 of barley; and this
from only half the land ; the other half in turneps and clover
would undoubtedly keep ten fheep the year through, and
yield fifty pounds of wool, or in the whole 106,080 fheep and
33,150 [tones of wool, with all the employment and popula-
tion which would refult from fuch excellent tillage, building,
fencing, manuring, and fpinning. How different this effect
from hayving in the laft {even years loft above a. million fer~
ling by the ir}fand carriage ; in that period the bounty has
Juft trebled ; if it goes on fo it will be onc hundred and eigh-.
ty. thoufand pounds a year in feven years more, and by that
time there will: be neither fheep nor cows left in thg king-
dom; but fuppofe it to fland at fixty thoufand pounds a
year, that fum in feven years, applicd in a bounty on culti-
vating wafl¢s, would improve forty-two thoufand acres, and

confequently.
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confequently be attended with all the effe@ts which would
have flowed from a fimilar number the palt bounty would
have improved. I have now done with this meafure ; my
Englith reader will, T hope, pardon fo long a detail, which I
fhould not have gone into had I found the fa&s known in
Ireland, or any juft conclufions drawn from ideal ones ; but
in the variety of converfations I have had in that kingdom
with' all defcriptions of men, I found not one who was ac-
quainted with the faéts upon which the merit of the meafure
could alone be decided. Itis for their ufe that I have col-
lected them from very voluminous manufcripts.

Another meafure relative to corn, which is in execution in
Trelund, is a parliamentary bounty on corn preferved on
ftands, that is ftacked on ftone pillars capped, to prevent the
depredations of rats and mice. I have been affured that very
great abufes are found in the claims ; if thefe are obviated,
the meafure feems not objectable in a country where little is
done without fome public encouragement. © The following
are the payments in confc]quence of this bounty.

: . : L
Inthe Year 1766 -~ 891 | Inthe Year 1772 - 5487
1767 - 891 1773 = 5487
1768 - 3442 ‘ 1774 - 6565
1769 - 3442 1775 - 6565
1770 - 4266 t 1776 - 6866
1771 - 4266 1777 - 6866*%

1t wonld be a proper condition to annex to this bounty,
that it be given only to corn preferved as required, and
threfhed on boarded floors; the famples of Irith wheat are
exceedingly damaged by clay floors ; an Englifh miller knows
the moment he takes a fample in his hand if it came off a
clay floor, and it is a dedudion in the value. The floors
fhould be of deal plank two inches thick, and laid on joifts
two or three feet from the ground, for a free current of air
to preferve them from rotting.

% SECTION XIX.
Manufaiturer.

T HE only mannfadture of confiderable importance in Ire-
land is that of linen, which the Trifh have for near a cen-
tury confidered as the great ftaple of the kingdom. The hi-
flory of it inits earlier periods is very little known; a com-
ittee of the houfe of commons, of which Sir Lucius O’Brien
4 C C o wag’

* The re{fm of the fums being tée:/fwme for two years through~

out,y is their bting returned every fecind year to parliamert,



LINEN MANUFACTURE. 103

was chaireaan, examined the natioual records with great: at-
teation, m order to difcéver how loag they had been inits
all they diftovered was that by a8 a& pafled in 1542, the 33d.
of Henry 8. linen and woollen yarn were enumerated among
the moft confiderable branches of trade pofleffed by-the pa-
tives of Ireland in an a& made againf grey merchants fore-
ftaliing.  The 11th of Queen Elizabeth the fame at was re-
vived, and a further law made againft watering emp or flax,
&c. iarivers. By the 13th of Elizabeth all perfons were pro-
hibited from erporting wool, fax, linen and woollen yarn, ex-
cept merchants refiding in cities and boromghs; and by a
further a& the fame year, a penalty of 32d. a pound was im-
pofed on all flax or linen yarn exported, and 8d. more for the
ufe of the town exported from. In this laft a& it is recited,
that the merchants of Ireland had been exporters of thofé ar-
ticles in trade npwards of onc hundred years preceding that
period = and by many fublequent aéts, and proclamations dur-
iag the reigns of Charles L. and 11. thofe mapufadtures were
particularly attended to; from whezce it evidently appeared
that the kingdom poffeffed an export trade in thefe comme-
dities at thofe early periods. The FEarl of Strafford, Lord
Lieutenant in Charles L reign, paffed feveral laws and took
~arieus meafures to encounrage this mannfaure, infomuch
that he has by fome authors been faid to have eftablifhed it
origmally. At the end of the Iaft centary, in King William’s
reign, it arofe to be an obje& of corfequenes, but mot fingly
fo, for it appears from a variety of records in both kingdoms,
that the Irifh had then a confiderable woollen manufa&ure
for exportation, which raifed the jealoufy of the Englith ma-
nufa&urers in that commodity fo much, that they prefented
{o many peditions to both fords and' commons, as to induce
thofe bodies to enter fully into their jealoufies and illiberal
views ; which ‘oecalioned the fameus eompa& betweea the
two nations, brought on in the following manner.

Dig Fovis 9°, Funii. 1698.

‘The Earl of Stamfird reported from the lords committees,
{appointed to draw anm addrefs’ to be prefented to his Majefty,
relating to the woollen manufadture in /reland ) the follow-
ing addrefs, iz 7

“ WE the lords fpiritual and temporal in parliament af-
fembled, Do hambly reprefent unto your Majefty, that, the
growing manefadure of cloth in Jriland, both by the cheap~
nefs of all forts of neeeflaries for life; and goodnefs of mate-
rals for ':E,ofxﬂ'-mxm}er of 'dloth, doth invite your fub=
je&s of England, with their'familics and fervants; to leave
their habitations to fettle there, to the increafs of the woolkn

"Wer: 11, K manufadtere
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manufa&ure in Ireland, which makes your loyal fubjeds in
this kingdom very apprehenfive that the further growth of it
may greatly prejudice the faid manufacure here ; by which
the trade of this nation and the value of lands will very much
decreafe, and the numbers of your people be much leflened
here; wherefore we do moft humbly befeech your moft fa-
cred majefty, that your majefty would be pleafed, in the moft
public and effe¢tual way that may be, to declare to all your
fubje&@s of Ireland, that the growth and increafe of the wool-
len manufacture there hath long, and will ever be looked upor
with great jealoufy, by all your fubje&s of this kingdom : and
if not timely remedied, may occafiop very ftri¢t laws totally
to prohibit and fupprefs the fame, and on the other hand, if
they turn their induftry and fkill to the fettling and improv-
ing the linen manufadure, for which generally the lands of
that kingdom are very proper, they fhall receive all counte-
nance, favour, and prote&ion from your royal influence, for
the encouragement and promoting of the faid linen manu-
fadture, to all the advantage and profit that kingdom can be

capable of.” o 3

To which the houfe agreed.

It is ordered by the lords fpiritual and temporal in parlia-
ment affembled, That the lords with white ftaves do humbly’
attend his majefty with the addrefs of this houfe, concerning
t}}e woollen manufadture in Ireland.

Dic Veneris 10° Junif 1698°.

The Lord Steward reported his Majelty’s anfwer to the
addrefs, to this effe, viz. -

“ THAT his Majefty will take care to do what their lord-
fhips have defited. -

ASHLEY COWPER.

Cler. Parli;mentor.“
Sovis 30 Die Funii 1698.

¢ Mof} Gracious Severeign, .

« WE your majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjedts, the
commons in parlizment aflembled, being very fenfible that.
the wealth and power of this kingdom do, in a great meafure,
depend on the preferving the woollen manufaéture as much
as poflible entire to this realm, think it bccomes.us, like our an-
ceftors, to be jealous of the eftablithment and increafe thereof
elfewhere ; and to ufe our utmoft endeavours to prevent it.

| ¢ And
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¢« And therefore we cannot witheut trouble obferve, that
Ireland is dependant on, and protected by England in the
enjoyment of all they have; and which is fo proper for the
linen manufa&ure, the eftablithment and growth of which
there would be fo enriching to themfelves, and fo profitable
to England ; fhould, of late, apply itfelf to the woollen manu-
fadture, to the great prejudice of the trade of this kingdom ;
and fo upwillingly promote the linen trade, which would be-
nefit both them and us.

¢ The confequence whereof will neceflitate your parliament
of England to interpofe to prevent the mifchief that threaten$
us, unlefs your majefty, by your authority and great wifdomnd
fhall find means to fecure the trade of England, by making
your fubjes of Ireland to purfue the joint intereflt of both
kingdoms.

“ And we do moft humbly implore your majefty’s protec-"
tion and favour in this matter ; and that you will make it
your royal care, and enjoin all thofe you employ in Ireland to
make it their care, and ufe their utmoft diligence, to hinder
the exportation of waol from Ireland, except to be imported
hither, and for the difcouraging the woollen manufa&ures,
and encouraging the linen manufa&ures in Ireland, to which
we fhall always be ready to give our utmoft aflitance.”

Refolved, That the faid addrefs be prefented to his majelty
by the whole houfe. '

Sabbati. 2. die Fulii.
HIS MAJESTY'S ANSWER.

¢ GENTLEMEN,

« 1 fhall do all that in me lies to difcourage the woollen
manufa@ure in Ireland, and to encourage the linen manufac-
ture there ; and to promote the trade of England.”

Thurfday 29th September, 1698,
Part of the Lords Jultices Speech.

«“ AMONGST thefe bills there is one for the encourage-
ment of the linen and hempen manufaures: at our firfk
meeting we recommended to you that matter, and we have
now endeavoured to render that bill practicable and ufeful
for that effe@®, and as fuch we now recommend it to you.
The fettlement of this manufa&ure will contribute much to
people the country, and will be found much more advanta-

), Kts geous
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geous o this kingdem than the wobllen manufacure, which
being the fetcléd ftaple trade of England, from whence 4ll
foreign mirkéts ‘are fupplied, can mever be encouraged here
for that purpofe; whereas the linen and hempen manufac-
tures will not only be encouraged; as confiftent with the
tride of Ené;land,{)ut will render the trade of this kifigdom
both ufeful and neceffary to Epgland.” T

The Comimons of Ireranp returned the following Anfiver
: - to the fpeech from the throne.

“ WE pray leave to affure your excellencies, that we fhall
heartily endeavour to eftablifh a linen and hempén manufac-
ture here, dand to render the famé ufeful to England, as well
as advantageols to this kingdem, and that we hope to find
fuch a temperament in refpet to the woollen trade here, that
the fame may not be injurious to England.”

And they paffed a law that feflion, commencing. the zsth
of March, 1699, leaving 4s. additional duty on, every 2¢s.
value of broad-cloth exported out of Ir¢land, and zs. on.every
20s. value of ferges, baize, kerfeys, ftuffs, or any other, fort of
new drapery made of wool or mixed with wool,. (frizes only
exceptedg’ which was in effe& a prohibition. And in the fame
feflion a law was pafled in England, reftraining Ireland from
exporting thdfe woollen manufa@ures, including frize, to any
other parts except to England and Wales. i )

The addreiles of the two houfes to the king carry the clear-
eft evidence of their {fource, the jealoufly of merchants and
manufacurers ; I'might add their ignorance too, they are dic-
tated upon the narrow idea that the profperity of the woollen
fabrics of Ireland was inconfiftent ‘With “the welfare of thofe
of England; it would at prefent be fortunate for both king-
doms if thefe errors had been confinéd to thelaft century.
“There is'an equal mixture alfo of falfhood in the réprefenta-
tions 3 for they aflert. that the cheapnefs of neceffaries in Ire-
tand drew from England the. woollen manufa&urérs, but
they forgot the cheapnefs of labour in Ireland, to which no
workman in the world ever yet emigrated. The Irith were
engaged in various flight fabrics aot made in England ; but
had they been employed on broad cloth for exportation,
the Englith manufa&ure would well have bore it ; they did
at that time and .afterwards bear 2 rapid emereafe of the
French fabrics,. and yet flourithed themfelves. . We have had

do long an experience of markets increafing with induftry and

inventions,: thag the time ought to have come long ago for
viewing competitors without the eye of jealoufy.

The memoirs of | the time, as well as the expreflion in the

.above tranfadtion, evidently prove, that it was underftood by

both kingdems to be a fort of compad, that if Ircland gave
. U
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up lier woollen manufa&ure, that of linen fhould be left tO
her under every encouragement. I have however myfel
heard it in the Britith parliament denied to have been any
compaét 3 but fimply a promife of encouragement, not pre-
cluding a like or greater encouragement to the Britifh linens.
This is certainly an error,’ for fo underftood, what is the
meaning of the ample encouragements promifed by the Britifh
parliament ? ‘They could not mean internal encouragement
or regulation, for they had nothing to do with either: it
could fimply mean, as theé purport of the words evidently
fhew, that they would enter into no meafures which fhould
fet up a limen manufadture to rival the Irifh. ‘That woollens
fhould be confidered and encouraged as the ftaple of England,
and linens as that of Ireland: it muft mean this or it meant. -
uothing. That’ the Irifh underfiood’ it fo cannot be doubted
for'a moment ; for what did they in confequence? They
were in poffeflion of a flourifhing woollen manufa&ure, which
they actually put down and crippled by prohibiting exportax
tion. Let me afk thofe who affert there was no compad,
why they did this ? ‘it was' their own 2. Did they cut their
own throats without either reward or promife of” reward ?
common fenfe tells us they 'did this under 4 perfe& convic-
tion, that they fhould receive ample encouragement from
England in their linen trdde: but  what moeonfhine would
fuch encouragement prove if England, departing  from the
letter and {pirit of that compa&, had encouraged her own
linen manufa&ure to rival the Trifh,” after the Irvifh had de-
ftroyed their woollen fabrics' to encourage thofe of England ?
Yet we did this in dire& breach of the whole tranfaion, for
the 23d of George II. laid a tax on fail ¢loth made of Irith
hemp. Bountics alfo have been given in England without
cxtending fully to Irifh linens. *Checked, ftriped, printed,
painted, ftained, or dyed linens of Irith manufa&ure are not
allowed to be imported into Britain.  In which, and in other
articles, we have done every thing poffible to extend and in-
creafe our own linen manufa&ure, to rival that of Ircland.

1 admit readily, that the apprehenfions of the Irifh at the
progrefs of Britifh linens are in the fpirit of commercial jea-
. loufy, as well as our violence in relation to their woollens.
But with this great difference ; we forced them to put down
2 manufadure they were a&ually in pofleffion of ; and we
being the controuling power, do not leave them that freedom
of market which we poflefs ourfelves, points which neceffurily
place the two nations in this refpec upon very different foot-
ings. Give them as they ought to have, a free woollen trade,
and they will then have no obje&ion to any meafures for the
e}x:cpuragcmcnt of our linens which do not abfolutely exclude
theirs.

The following table will thew the progrefs of their linen
mapufadure through the prefent century. 5

n
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An ACCOUNT of the EXPORT of LINEN-CLOTH,
and LINEN-YARN, from IRELAND.

In the year 1700
1710
1711
1712
1713
1714
1715
1716}
1717

1718
1719
1720
1721
1722
1723
1724
1725
1726

Linen

Cloth,

Yarn.

Value cloth
at 1s. 3d.
per yard.

Value yarn,
at 61, per
120 Jb.

Total
Value,

Yards.

1,688,574l
1,254,815
1,376,122
1,819,816
2,188,272
2,153,120l
2,188,105
2,437,265

2,247,375
2,359:352
2,437,984
2,520,701
3,419,994
14,378,545
3,879,170]
3,864,987
4,368,395

1727,
1728

1¥37
1738

1741
1743

1749

17293.927,918
17304,136,203
173113,775,830
1732(3,792,551
> 173314,777,076]
173415,451,758
1735/6,761,151
£7366,508,151

17395,962:316
17406,627,771
174217,074,168
1744/6,124,892
174517,171,963
1746/6,820,786
l74»7!
1 748’8,692,671

14,768,889
4,692,764

6,138,785
521752744

7,207,741
6,058,041

9,633,884

Cwt.

7,975
7,321
7,916
11,802
15,078
13,931
10,747
18,052

14,050
15,070
15,721
14,696
14,754/
15,672
14,594
13,701
17,507
17,287
11,450
11,855

1
14,112
105,537
78,425
86,007
113,738
155,002
107,650
109,405
132,018

121,732,
127,798
121,899
126,035
170,995
218,927
193,958
193,249
218,419
238,444
234,638

10,088
13,746
15,343
13,357
18,122
15,900
14,743
14,695
15,945
18,200
18,542
21,656
16,3 30]
14,169
18,011
22,066
275741
28,910

9,504,338

10,418,
21:694!

196,3

226,8?2
220,256
237,934
298,567
340,734
422,571
406,759
409,252
345,049
397,457
441,851
480,516
471,611
403,869

459,366

537-897
511,588

722,541

543,291
594,021

B

47,853
43,928
47,496
70,815
158,326

112,847
189,555

147,527
158,239
94:334
88,178
. 88,524
94,637
87,564
82,207
105,042
103,720
62,975
65,206
55:485
84,194
92,061
82,372,
108,733
94,405
88,463
18,173
95,674
129,202
111,256
129,941
97,984
85,016
108,066
132,398
166,451
173,464

116,508
130,164

146,283 253,939

1

153,389
122,354
133,504
184,554
313,329

222,252
321,574

269,260
286,038
216,233
214,213
259,519
312,964
281,522
275457
323,462
342,171
297,613
261,602|
262,295
304,451
309,096
380,939
449,468
517,977
495,222
497,325
440,724
506,690
553,108
610,457
569,595
188,885
567,432
570,295
678,010
396,003’

959.800]
724185
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An ACCOUNT of the EXPORT of LINEN-CLOTH, and
LINEN-YARN, from Ireland. Continued.

In the yearizge
1751
1752
1753
1754
1755
1756

Average,

lntbeye:rl757
1758
1759
1760
1761
1762
1763

Average,

In the year 1764
1765
1766
1767
1768
1760
1770

Average,

In the year 1771
1773
1773
1774
1775
1776
1777

Average,

Linen Cloth.

Zards,
11,200,460
12,891,318
10,656,003
10,41 1,787
12,090,903
13:379:733
11,944,328
11,796,361
15,508,709
14.982,557
14,0931431
13,375,456
12,048,881
15,559,676
16,013,108
14+811,973
18,201,081
1413555205
17,892,192
20,148,170
18,490,019
175799.705
20,560,754
17,776,862
23,376,808
20,599,178
18,450,700
16.916,674
20,306,087
20,502,587
19,714,638

20,252,239

Yarn.

Cat,
22,373
23,743
23,407
23.238
22,594
27,948
26.997
24,328
31,078
31,998
27,571
31,042
39699
354950
34,468

33114
314715
26,127
35,018
399274
32,590
37,037
33.417
32,311
34,166
32,441
28,076
29,19

3955

36,152
29,698

31,475

Value Clath
atys. 3d.
per yard.

at 6l per
Co120. 5.

Value yarn| .

Total value,

'
653.360
751,993
621,600
694,119
806,060
891,982
796,288

L
134,238
142,459
140,442
139,428
135,567
167,692
161,982

1,
787,598
894,452
762,042
839,018
941,732

1,059,675
1,046,841

7451057

1,033,913
998,837
939,562
891,697
803,281

1,037,31 1

1,067,540

145,972
186,473
191,970
165,426
186,254
238,198
215,702
206,808

904,479

1,220,387
1,190,807
1,104,988
1,077,951
1,041,457
1,253,014
1,274,348

967,445

198,690

1,166,136

1,006,738

957,013
1,192,806
1,343,211
1,232,667
1,186 047
1,370,716

190,292
156,762
210,109
181,648
195,542
222,223
200,502

1,197,031
1,233,402
1,552,017
1,692,761
1,382,294
1,556,525
1,742,559

1,184.171

193,868

1,379,512

1,691,787
11544,938
1,383.802
1,127,777
1,346,985
1,306,838
1,314,308

"°4v996
194,650
168,473
174,864
183,588
216,912
178,188

2,108,257
1,739,588
1,552,276
1,302,641
1,530573
1,583,750
1,492,496

1,390,919

188,810

1,615,654

Average of 30 years fince 1748
Average of 30 years before,

1,228,148
417,600

Mr. Henry Archdall, in the year 1771, aflerted beforea
committee of the houfe of commons, thst Ireland manufac-

trued for

. Exportation
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Expartation, —_— ey 1,54'1,20,0
And for home confumption, T A 658,906

* 2,200,1cO
The latter article muft be a mere guefs; the firlt we find
contradited in the preceding table, unlefs he meant cloth

only. g
'Iy‘his ample table calls for feveral obfervations. It firft ap-
peéars that the manufadture has gone on in 2 regular increafe,
until it has arrived in the laft {feven years to be an obje& of
prodigious confequence. ‘The averages of each period of fe-
wen years are of ‘particular importdnce; as thereis one poli-
tical leffon to be deduced from them which may be of great
ufe hereafter : they provein the cleareft manner'that no judg-
ment is ever to be formed of the flate of the manufaure
from one or two years, but on the contrary from feven years
alone. In 1774 it appears that the export was lower than it
had been for nine years befere, and we very well recolle& the
noife which this fall made in England. I was repeatedly in
the gallery of the Englifh houfe of commons when they fat
in a committee for months together upon the ftate of the linen
trade, and from the evidence I heard at thebar I thought
Ireland ivas finking to nothing, and that.all her fabrics were
tumbling to pieces: the affertion of the linen fabrics de-
«clining @ third was repeated vialently, and it was very true.
But they drew this conuparifon from 1771, when we find from
the preceding table that it was at ifs zenith, to appearance
a very unnatural one, for:it rofe at once five millions of yards
which'was unparalleled. Tt was ridiculous todraw a fudden
ftart into precedent, for avhat manufadture in the world
‘but experiences moments of uncommon profperity, the con-
tinuance of which is never to be-expected ; this fallof a third
therefore though true in fa& was utterly falfe in argument. In
truth the fall was exceedingly trivial, forthe only comparifon
that ought to 'have been made was with the average of the
preceding feven years, the decline then would have appeared
only feven or eight hundred thoufind yards, that is, nota
twenticth inftead of a third.  But becaufe the trade had run
to a moft extraordinary height in 1775, the manufacturess
and merchants felt.the fall the more, and were outrageoufly
clamorous becaufe every year was not a jubilee one. 1t fuch
were to be the confequences of an unufual demand, minifters
and legiflatures would have reafon to curfe any extraordinary
profperity, and to prevent it if they could, under the con-
viétion' that the. grafping avarice of comreréial folly, would
-be growling and dunning them with complaints when the
. trade returned to its ufunal and natural courfe. Inthe year
23773 and 4, all' Treland was undone; the linen manufalture
= was

* Fournals of the commonsy vol. 16. page 368.
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was tobe at an end; butlo! at the end of the period of fe-
ven years upon examining the average jt is found to be in as
great a flate of increafe as ever known before; for the four
periods have all the fame rife one above another of three mil-
lions of yards each: confequently I fay, upon the evidence
of the cleareft faéts that there has been no detlc(q/ian but an
incrREASE. And I fhall draw this manifeft conclufion from it
to difbelieve commercial complaints as long as1 exift, and put
no credit in that fort of proof which is carried to parlia-
ment in fupport of {uch complaints. Falfhood and impofition
I am confident find their way to the bar of ahoufe, and Tdo
not think it much for the credit of thofe who fupported the
Irith complaints at the period above mentioned, that I thould
find in copying at Dublin part of this table from the parlia-
mentary record of imports and exports, the export of the year
1775 erafed ; the only confiderable crafure there is in thofe
volumes, the total of particulars makes 19,447,250 yards,
but it now ftands written over that erafure 20,205,087. Itis
eafily accounted for ; if the trade had been known to have ex-
perienced {o immediate a revival, half their arguments,would
have had no weight, it might therefore be convenient to fink
the truth. If it was merely accidental in the clerk Ican only
fay it was at a moft unfortunate time and fubjei*. -

The following table will fhew that England is the market
for eighteen twentieths of the total Irith exportation.

QUANTITIES of IRISH LINENS imported into ENG-
LAND from Chriftmas 1756, to Chriftmas 1773. :

Yards.
In the year 1757 ——— 11,925,290
1758 === 14,383,248
1759 — 12,793,412
1760 —— 13,311,674
1761 —— 13,354,445
65,768,072 or per Annum 13,153,614,
. 2grdr.
Intheiyear 1762 —— 13,476,366
1763 —— 13,110,858
1764 — 13,187,109
1765 —— 14,757,353
1566 —— 17,941,229

7214725915 Of PEr annum 14,494,583,

In

® In the woollen manafallure of England the fainc fpirit of com-

plaint and falfbood bas at different times peflered both parliament

aud the public.  See this point difcuffed inmy Political Arithmetic,

page 1§2. + Subflance of Mr. Glover’s evidence before the
boufe of commons 1774y page 60,
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Yards.
In the year 1767 —— 16,500,755
1768 —— 15.240,248 y
1769 —— 16,496,271
1770 —— 18,195,087
1771 ~—— 20,622,217
87,063,578 or per annum 17,612,715.
In the year 1972 —_— —_ 19,171,771,
Y R e 2 — 17,896,994

The following table will fhew the importation of the raw ma-
. terial for this fabric.

"“IMPORT of FLAX, HEMP, and FLA X-
SEED, ino IRELAND, :

Hig fbeads Undreffed| * Undreffed. fotal
‘fafFﬁax- Valug. { flax.§ | Value. | bemp. 4 |Value.] walue.
Jeed.
)5 Cavt. I ; Cat, 1, 1

Year 1764) - 32,168 112,588]53,870 [129,284] 13,195 [21,111]|262,983
1765) 27,769 | 97.191)12,871 | 30,870 23,951 |38,321)166,382
1766] 31,040 [108,640] 8,047 | 19.312] 14,140 {22,624(150,576
1767} 43076 150,766 7,397 | 17,752 7,780 12,448/180,966
1768] 194361 | 67,063] 9,908 | 23.77¢] 14,831 [23,249/114,091
1769} 50,022 175.077] 7,690 | 18,456} 12,263 |19,62c|213,153
1770} 19,432 68,012| 9,476 | 22,262] 27,842 44,547[134.821

L

Average, 31,809 fi11,3335164608 | 37.387] 16,243 [25.,988/174,710]

Year 1771 45,089 [157,811f 6,318 | 15,2630 9,331 }14,609[187,583
1772] 24,230 | 84,203] 6,054 | 14,529] 13,685 |25,895[121,229
1773} 39:750 {139,125[10.561 | 25.322f 9,670 [15,472[179,919f
1774] 25,37% 38,812] 8,677 | 20,820f 22,36% 135,777[145,413]
1778] 40,218 li40.763|10.153 | 24,367} 14,264 |:2,822{187,952
1776 14.077U 84,269 5,295 | 12,708} 13,602 }21,763}118,7 40|
1777] 32,613% [114,145018,212 [ 43.708} 19,419 [31,0691188,9224

Average, 33,080 115,675 9.322 | 22,374] 14,590 L23,343‘161,394

This account is favourable to the ftate of the manufadture ;
for the increafcd import of flax-feed in the fecond period, im-
plies that the country fupplied herfelf with more flax of her
own producing, which accounts for the falling off in the im-
port of undreffed flax: the perfons who have ftudied the ma-

nufaéture,

+ A 3l xos. a bogftead from a8s. to 6L § At 48s. from
454 10 521, per ton. 4 At 325, from 24l. 1o 40l per ton, ave-
rage 321, W} From she plantations of this 12;441. - * Ditte,
4512, . A5 b
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nufadure in all its branches with the moft attention, agree
there is no greater improvement to be withed for, than the
raifing the flax inftead of importing foreign. It is much to
be lamented, that the flax-hufbandry has not made a greater
progrefs in the kingdom ; for the profit of it is very great.
The minutes of the tour furnifh the following particulars :

Places. Expences.| Stones | At per| Value.
cutched| flone.
1. st 5. dpl.os. d.

Ardmagh, 6 6 4 30 |4 2{6 5 o
Near ditto, [ 48 |8 olig 7 o
Mahon, 413 4 25 |8 olto 0 o
Warrenftown, 13 310 g0 7 6li5 o o
Lifburne to Belfaft, 9 4 \2.'26° 19 4,20 2258
Ards, 9 0 o
Shaen Calftle, 8 4 6 g4 '71021 13 ©
Lefly Hill, B 2 4 16 :
Newtown Limavaddy, {9 3 o 28 |5 4|7 4
Innifhoen, 5 14 ©
Clonleigh, I 30
Florence Court, 9 7 4 18 1 2
Ballymoat, 2473t 0 !
Mercra, [ 40
Averages, 81l 2. - 36 e 2;15 8 1

From hence we find, that the profit is near feven pounds
an acre, clear, after paying large expences, and thaton the
Cunningham acre. g

There is 2 notion common in the north of Ireland, which I
fhould fuppofe muft be very prejudicial to the quality as well
as the quantity of flax produced; it is, that rich land will not
do for it, and that the foil thould be pretty much exhaufted
by repeated crops of oats, in order to reduce it to a proper
ftate for flax. The confequence of this is, as I every where
faw full crops of weeds, and of poor half-ftarved flax: the
idea is abfurd ; there is no land in the north of Ireland that
I faw too rich for it. A very rich foil fown thin produces a
branching harfh flax, but if very clear of weeds, and fown
thick for the ftems to draw each other up, the crop will be in
goodnefs, and quantity proportioned to the richnefs of the
Tand. A poor exhaufted {oil cannot produce a flax of a ftrong
good ftaple ; it is the nourifhment it receives from the fertility
of the land which fills the plant with oil, and bleachers very
well know that the oi/ is the firength of the ftaple, and unfor-
tunately it is, that bleathing cacnot be performed without an

exhalation
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exhalation of this oil, and confequent weaknefs. But though
it is neceffary for colour ta exhale a portion of the oil, flax
that never had but little from the poverty of the foil it grew
in, is of little worth, and will not bear the operation of
bleaching like the other, Potatoes kept very clean under the
plough are an excellent preparation for flax; and turmeps,
well hoed, the fame. v ' ’

The followiag are the EARNINGS of the MANUFACTU-
RERS in LINEN FABRICS. :

Weavers. Women.

Places. | Fine liflen.'Cau:ﬁ liny Spin.

f.
o

s, d.
Market Hiil, 1 6
Ardmagh,
Mahon,
Lurgan, gta:
Warrenftown, i)
Innifhoen,
Mount Charles,
Caftle Caldwell,
Innitkilling,
Belleifle, fu o}
~ Florence Court, 10
Farnham,
Strokeftown,
Ballymoat,
Mercra,
Sortland,
Weftport,. b 2L
Annfgrove,

»
(SR |
~0O0ONDd A
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Avérages, Mg of |3

Thefe earnings are from double to near treble thofe of huf-
bandry labour throughout the kingdom, and yet complaints
of poverty areinfinitely more common among thefe people
than in thofe parts of the kingdpm that have no fhare ‘of the
manufadture. It is foin all countries ; and onght to prevent
too afliduous an attention to fuch complaints. Thofe who for
the fake of great earnings will become weavers, muft do it
under the knowledge that they embrace or continue in a life
not of the fame regular tenour with the loweft fpecies of la-
bourers. If they will not be more prudent ‘and faving, they
ought not to clamour 2nd expeé the public to turn things
toply turvy to feed them, who, with any degree of attent_lolrzé

mig.

[y
“ .-
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might have fupported themfelves much better than anéther
clafs that never complains at all. )
Having thus endeavoured to fliew the rife, progrefs; and
prefent amourit of this manufaéture, it will be neceffary to lay
before the reader fome account of the fams of public meney
which have, according to the fafhion of Ireland, been expend-
ed in its encouragement. This is nof fo-eafy to do fully and ac-
curately as I could wifh, but the following papers are the beft
authorities I could find, .
Ap accourt of the nett produce of thed uties appropriated to
the ufe of the hempen and linen manufa&ures fgo‘m their
commencement, and alfo the bounties from parliament.

\Vettduties |Bountics. \Nett ditics.| Bountics.
|3 | 4 1 L
in-the year 1721 2,500 In the year 5748 9,772
1723 51500 -1759{ 8,933 | 8,000
1725 4,000 1760, 6,581
1717 45000 1761 11,841 | 8,000
1729 4,000 | 1762 14,014
) 1763] 15,064 | 8,000
1731] 5,637 | 4.000 1764| 14,998 !
1733} 6.338 | 8,000 1765| 15,820 | 8,000
1734] 52314 / 1766( 18,634 |
1735] 6,748 | 8,000 1767| 12,717 | 8.000
1736] 9,481 1768! 10,414 ;
1737] 8,676 | 8,000 . 1769] 12,181 | 8,000
1738} 10,623 1770} 1,635
1739] 10.087 | 8,000 1771 861 | 8,000
1740] 7,894 1772). 1,348
1741} 13,180 | 8,540 1773] 1,799 | 8,000
J1742) 12,568 1774 580
1743| 13,770 | 8,000 1775] 1,387 | 8,000

1744 14,844
17435) 18,066 | 8,000 || Totals, = « | 453,204 184,640
17461 15,046 Nett tea duties for

1747) 17,922 8,000 7 years, ¢nding }72,500 184,540
1748] 12,857 1775 = =

1749| 18,335 | 85000 |l

1750} 17,813 710,244

1751] 12,477 | 8,000 ———

1752 17,178 Averageofthe]aﬂ} 1.28

1783] 12,231 | 8,000 [| 7 yearsduties *3%5

1754] 12,884 Dittoof tea duties,| 10,357

1755 14,292 | 8,000 e

17564 12,239 [*4,000 |iTogether, - 11,742

1757} 1,722 | 8,000

The tea duties werc granted for the ufe of this manufacture.
But that this account is not coruiplete appears by another 1

to the following effect.
Aa

* By King's Letter. 3

1 Here the tea duties were feparated, and produced in i vear t» L. D,
32,500 ). and 10,000k a year-each year after,

1 Commens journals, vol. 17, p. 263,
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An account of the feveral fums of money for which the vice-
treafurers have claimed credit, as being paid by them for
the ufe of the hempen and linen manufaétures, from the
25th of March 1700, to the 2gth of March 1575, diftin-
guithing each year, returned to the hon. houfe of commons
purfuant to their order, November 25, 1775. .

I I : L
[n the year 1700]  100|[n the year 1726; 154 In the year 1754{17,402
1701} 372 1729/11,349 1755} 16,886
1703 213 1730, 10,82 1756}12,760
17031 439 1731 13,71 1] 1757| £5:762
1705} 3,384 1732] 5514 1758] 13,792
1706] 1,783 1733 7.422 1759|7298
1707] 1,498 1734 $:670 1760} 16,247
1708 1,475 1735’13.103[ 1761] 9,154
3709] 1,180 1736 14,785 1762| 32,865
1719 1,180 17370 12,927 1763 19,463
1718| 1,770 1738 14.931 1764] 22,041
1712f 2,023 1739' 13,085, 1765 21,041
1713 1,596 g74o:16.973 ! 1766] 16,824,
1714 789 1741/15,484 3767 16,474
1718 1,597 1742 20,085 1768/ 17,061
3716 1,641 1743 17,917 37691 16,216
1717 3,981 1744 23,587 1770} 19,030}
1718 3,337 1745 18,948 1771] 15,030
1718, 4,784 1746 9,154] 1772] 12546
3720| 3,369 1747 11,21 1773] 12,206
1721] 4,421 1748 15,371 1774] 16,030
1722 5,173 1749 20,979 1775] 151459
1723 3,439 3750 31,109 1776} 14:758
1724) 5678 1761, 16,680 1777]15:192
1728) 6,290 1782 22,85

1726) 75779 1743 16,886 Total, 847504}

. 1737] 6,701 -
Average of the laft 7 years, 14,446

The expenditure of this money is under the direétion of the
Tinen board, upon a fimilar plan as the navigation board ex-
plained above. Their mode of applying it will befeen by the
tollowing account.

Difburfements of the Linen Trulees, from 1757, to 177!2-

Spinning fchools, — —_ — 5,034
Flax fhops, —— - — 24197
Flax dreflers, —_— —_— 4,145
Bleachers, | — ———— 14,323
Contra&ors, - - —_— £5720
Yarn infpeftors, -— - - 654
Manufa&urers, — — —_ 65,013
Utenfils, c—— ———— o 60,445
. Raifing_8ax, — — - 5,101

Flaxfeed
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1.
Flax-feed mixed with potatoes, S— 2,818
Fraudulent lapped linens, —_—— 748
Buildings and repairs, —_— — ., 25,930
Clerks, &c. atlinen office, e — 11,728
Ditto, linen and yarn halls, —— —_ 7,642

Infpe&ors, itinerant men, and reed makers, - 7>723

Incidental charges, - — 11,773
In fixteen years, gl 225,606
Or per annum, s 14,100%

Subfequent to 1698 Ireland, at as emormous expence to the
public, made a progrefs id the linen manufadture, &ct+.

The truftees of the linen board expended near half a mil-
lion' of money to extend and promote the ‘linen manufacture
before the year 1750 1. ”

But thefe accounts do not yet fhew the full amount of pub-
lic money which has been granted for the ufe of this great
manufadture ; to have this complete we muft take in the boun-
ties on the import of feed, and on the export of canvas and
{ail cloth, which have been as follow :

Yearsy end-| Import |Export can-l| Xears, end-| Import |Export can-
ing Lady- \hempand| vas and || ing Lady- \bemp and| vas and
day. faxfeed. | fail-cloth. day. faxfeed. | fail-cloth.
I 1 ? L
1731 1,211 | 1,446 1758 10,506 | § 731
1733 2,120 } 1,207 1757 9:873
1735 2,658 | 1,301 1759 11,058
1737 5,c04 | 1,492 1761 11,273
1739 6,792 | 3,004 1763 9,187
1741 6,112 | 3,517 1763 11,464
1743 $:911 | 1,540 1767 15.894
1745 7,536 | 1,367 1769 | 16,810
1747 4,482 | 2,283 1771 16,062
1749 7,939 | 3:416 1773 | 16,279
1751 8,027 | 4,802 1775 14,674
1753 11,481 | 1,999 1777 14:479
Totals, — " 1226,834 | 28,682
Average of the laft feven years, — | 15,094

B
* Fournal of the Houfe of Commons, wol. xv. p. 375. 4
+ Report of Sir Lucius O'Brien's committee journals, vol, xv.
2. 396. 3 Jbid. p. g400. § This year this bounty ceafed.
| Extraded from an account of natinal premiums, MS. Com-
municated by the Right Hon, Fobn Forfler.
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By one of thefe accounts the annual net produce J.
of thofe duties appropriated to this manufac<
ture, on an average of the laft 7 years, is — 11,742
But by the other, the treafury charges the ma- bt
nufadure on the fame average with, — 14,446
Difference, —— . e 2,704

The fa& however is, that the larger of thefe fums is paid
to this purpofe, and the account of the linen boards difburfe-
nent amounts to 14,100l

The total annual fums at prefent applied ‘appeat to be.

thefe:

s
Produce of duties appropriatedte the purpofe . — 34,446
Parliamentary bounty, — 4,000
Bounty on the import of flax-feed, - 15,094
Total per annum, A ks 33840

And that the total fums thus applied fince the year 1700
have been ¢

: : 1
Paid by the vice treafurers, —_— 847,504
Parliamentary bounty, — 192,540
Bounty on flax import, f—— - 226,834
Ditto on export of canvas, f—— 28,682
Total, L e—— 1,295,560

The moft carelefs obferver cannot help remarking, the great
amount of this total ; and mult think that an annual grant
of 33,000k 2 year in fupport of a manufacture which works
to the annual amount of. two millions fterling, an extraordi-
nary meafure. I maft be free to own, that I cannot, upon
any principles, fec the propriety of it. They cannot have
done any comfiderable mifchief I grant, but if they do no
good there is a great evil in the mifapplication of {0 much
money. That a manufacture in its very cradle, if it happens to
be of ‘a fickly growth, may be benefited by bounties and pre-~
miums, iscertain ; but that even in fuch a cafe it is -wife to
give them, I donbt, very much; for fabrics being fickly in
their growth isa reafon againit encouraging them. ~The truly
valuable manufacures, fuch as lnen in Ireland, wool and
~hardware in England, and filk in France, want no help but
a denrand for their produce.. Treland has alwayshitherto had
a demand for her linens, and having fo much longer.than the
beginning of this century been in the trade, would paturally

Ry, #000 " increafe



ABSURDLY CONDUCTED. 161

increafe it in proportion to the demand; and the would have
done that though no linen board nor bounties had exifted.
It is contrary to all the principles of commerce to fuppofe,
that fuch an increafing manufadure as this has been, would
want flax or flax-feed without bounties on the import; or
that manufa&urers in it would not earn their bréad without
a prefent of 55,000l. The only inftance in which thefe boun-
ties would certainly have a confiderable effe& is, the cafe of
expenfive machines; the firlt introduction of which are diffi-
cult to individuals in a poor country. But this article, in its -
fulleft extent, would have demanded but a fmall fum in the
linen trade, for it by no means goes to common {pinning
wheels, the conftruétion of which is generally known. But
if there is any reafon to fuppofe linen would, throughout the
century have ftood upon its own legs, how much more is there
for its doing foat prefent! I will venture to affert, that there
is not one yard of linen more made on account of the thirty-
three thoufand pounds a year now expended. It is to fuch a
great manufadure a drop of water in the ocean.—An objec
too contemptible to have any effeés attributed to it. Itisidle
and vifionary to fuppofe, that a fabric which has employed a
fourth part of the kingdom for 70 yéars, and exports to the
amount of a million and a half annually, wants boards, and
bounties, and premiums, and impertinence to fupportit. I
have heard it faid more than once'in Ireland, that a feat at the
linen board might eafily be worth 300l. a year; itis very well
if the whole becomes a job, for it might juft as wellas be ap-
plied to infpe@ors, itinerant men, buildersand falaries.

1 before calculated the extent of wafte land, the bounty on
the inland carriage of corn would have improved at rol. an
acre, let me do the fame with the 1,300,000 expended on
linen. It would have improved 130,000 acres, which would
now be yielding 520,000l a year, or a fourth part of the whole
amount of all the linen manufa&ure of Ireland; fo infinitely
more produdive is money beftowed on the land than on the
fabrics of a ftate.

I do not mean to find fault with the eftablithment of this
manufacture ; it has grown to a great degree of national jm-
portance, but from fome unfortunate circumftances in the po-
lice of it (if I may ufe the expreflion) that importance is not
nearly equal to what it ought tobe, from the extent of coun-
try it abfolutely fills. It will be at leal a curious enquiry to
examine this point; from the beft information 1 can affert,
that the linen and yarn made in Connaught, ‘and part of
Leinfter, vaftly exceed in value all the exports of Ulfter exclu-
five of thofe two commodities, which makes linen the whole
exportable produce of that province, or 1,6co,000l. a year.
Ulfter contains 2,836,837 plantation acres; fuppofe that valt
tra& under fheep, and fceding no more than two to an acre,

Vou. 11, L theip
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their flecces only at five fhillings each, would amount raw to
1,418,418l, and fpun into bay yarn, without receiving any
farther manufacture, the value would be 2,12%,6221. reckon-
ing the Jabour half the value of the wool, that is to fay, the
amount would be more than the whole value of the linen ma-
nufa&ure hoth exported and confumed at home.

How exceeding different are the manufadures of England!
That of the fingle city of Norwich amounts to near as much
as the whole linen export of Ireland, but very faris that from
being the whole exported produce of a province! Itis not
that of a fingle county, for Norfolk, befides feeding that city,
Yarmouth and Lynn, two of the greateft ports in England,
and a variety of other towns, exports I believe more corn
than any other county in the kingdom; and whoever is ac-
quainted with the fupply of the London markets, knows that
there are thoufands of black cattle fattened every year on Nor-
folk turneps, and fent to Smithfield. What a fpectacle is this!
‘The agriculture in the wor'd, the moft produétive of wealth
by exportation around one of the greateft manufa&ures’in Eu-
rope. It isthus that manufactures become the beft friends to
agriculture ; that they animate the farmer’s induftry by giv-
ing him ready markets, until he is able, not only to {upply
them fully, but pufhes his exertions with fich effet, that he
finds a furplus in his hands to convert into gold in the natio-
nal balance, by rendering foreigners tributary for their bread.
Examine all the other fabrics in the kingdom, you fee them

rodigious markets for the furrounding lands ; you fee thofe
Fmds doubling, trebling, quadrupling their rents, while the
farmers of them increafe daily in wealth; thus you fee ma-
nufaétures rearing up agriculture, and agricultare fupporting
manufadures; you fee a reaction which gives a reciprocal ani-
mation to human induflry ; great national profperity is the ef-
fet; wealth pours in from the fabrics, which fpreading like
afertile ftream over all the furrounding lands, renders them,
comparatively {peaking, fo many gardens, the moft pleafing
fpedacles of fuccefsful’induftry.

Change the fcene, and view the North of Ireland ; you there
behold a whole province peopled by weavers; it is they who
cultivate, or rather beggar the foil, as well as work the looms;
agriculture is there in ruins; it is cut up by the root; extir-
pated ; anmnihilated ; the whole region is the difgrace of the
kingdom ; all the crops you fee are contemptible; are no-
thing but filth and weeds. No other part of Ireland can
exhibit the foil in fuch a ftate of poverty and defolation. A
farming traveller, who goes through that country with at-
tention, will be fhocked at feeing wretchednefs in the fhape of
afew beggarly oats on a variety of mott fertile foils, which,
were they in Norfolk, would foon rival the beft landsin that

county.
Dut
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But the caufe of all thefe evils, which are abfolute excepti-
ons to every thing elfe on the fuce of the globe, is eafily found
~— a molt profperous manufafure, fo contrived as to be the
deftradion of agriculture, is certajnly a fpeétacle for which
we muft go to Ircland. It is owing to the fabric fpreadiag
over all the country, inflead of being ‘confined to towns.
This in a certain degree is found in fome manufadures in Eng-
fand, but neyer to the exclufion of farmers; there, literally
fpeaking, is not a farmer in 2 hundred miles of the linen
country in Ireland. The lands are infinitely fubdivided, no
weaver thinks of fupporting himfelf by his loom ; he has al-
ways a piece of potatoes, a pigce of oats, a patch of flax, -
and grafs or weeds for a cow, thus his time is divided between
his farm and his loom. Ten acres are’ an uncommon quan~
tity to be in one map’s occupation ; four, five, or fix, the com.
mon extent, They fow their land with fucceffive crops of oats
until it does not produce the feed again, and they leave it to
become grafs as it may, in which ftate it is upder weeds and -
rubbifh for four or five years. Buch a wretched management
is conftant deftru@ion to the land; none of it becomes ime
proved unlefs from a flate of nature; all the reft is deftroyed,
and does not produce a tenth of what’it would if cultivated
by farmers, who had nothing to do but mind their bufinefs,
As land thus managed will not yield rent, they depend for
that on their web; if linen fells indifferently they pay their
rents indifferently, and if it fells badly, they do not pay them
atall. Rents in general, at their value, being worfe paid
there than in any other part of Ireland.

Where agriculture is in fuch a ftage of ruin, the land canaot
attain its true value; and in fa® the linen counties, propors
tioned to their foil, are lower let thap any others in Ireland,
"There has been a great rife on many eftates, and fo there has
all over the kingdom, but not at all owing to the manufac-
ture ; and I am confident, from having gone over the whole
with attention, thag any given tratt ofg land in the linen
country, if it conld be moved to fome other part of the king-
dom where there are no weavers, would let twenty per cent,
higher than it does at prefent; and Iam fo convinced of this,
that if T had an eftate in the South of Ireland, I would as
foon iatroduce peftilence and famine as the lingn manufadture
upon it, carried on as it is at prefent in the North of that kingdom.
Particular fpots may be, aad are high let in the North, but L
fpeak of the average of any large traé.

But if, inftead of the manufaGure baving fo diffufed itfelf
as abfolutely to banith farmers, it had been confined to towas,
which it might very eafily have been, the very contrary effeét
wontd have taken place, and all thofe valt advamtages to

sgriculture would have flowed, which flourifhing manufaétures
in other copapries occafion. The towns would haye besn
2 large
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. large and numerous, and would have proved fuch ample mar-
kets to all the adjacent country, that it could not have failed
becoming well cultivated, and letting probably at double the
prefent rent. The manufagurers would have been confined
to their own bufinefs, and the farmers to theirs; that both
trades would have flourifhed the better for this, the minutes
of the journey very generally fhew ; a weaver who works at
a fine cloth, can never take the plough or the fpade in hand
without injury to his web.

I never heard but two objeftions to this : firft, That the
weavers would be unhealthy in towns : and fecond, That the
country would be lefs populons.

To the firft I reply, that ill health is the confequenca of a
{fedentary life and a bended pofture ; whether the man has
his farm or not, it is not a little work now and then that will
remedy this cvil if he fupports himfelf by the loom. * I was'in
feveral of the linen markets, and never faw more pallid pic-
tures of difeafe; I defy any town to thew worfe. Robuft,
healthy, vigorous bodies, are not to be found at looms; if
the health of the people is your object, you muft give up ma-
nufaétares, and betake yourfelves to agriculture altogether 3
but this, in the prefent ftate of the world is vifionary. If the
weavers were confined to towns, as I propofe, there would be
a much greater aggregate of health than at prefent, for the
country would be as healthy as it always is in the hands of
farmers and labourers, but at prefent a// is unhealthy as a//
are manufadurers. y

The fecond objedion I totally deny, for it is againft all the
principles of population to affert, that a meafure, which is be-
neficial to both agriculture and manufacures, can be prejudi-,
cial to the increafe of people ; more food would be raifed
from well than from ill cultivated ground ; a whole race of
farmers and labourers would be employed in feeding the
towns : to think that population.could be injured by fuch an
arrangement is an abfurdity too grofs to deferve attention.

That the circumftances of the Irifh manufacture are la-
mentable, when the extent of country is confidered, no man
of refle@tion can doubt, for the value of it taken in that light
(important asit is in its total amount) appears to be compara-
tively trivial. Fortunately the evil is not withont a remedy ;
the landlords of the country might, with no great difficulty,
effe@t the change. Let them fteadily refufe to let an acre of
land to any man that has a loom; the bufinefs would and
ought to be gradual ; but farms fhould be thrown by degrees
into the hands of real farmers, and weavers driven into towns,
where a cabbage garden thould be the utmoft fpace of their
Jand ; and thofe gentlemen who are introducing the manu-
fadture into other parts of the kingdom, fhould build the cab-
bins contiguous, and let the inhabitants on no account have
any land.  All encouragement, all attention, all bounty, all

g » premiumy
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premium, all reward, fhould go to thofe alone who lived by,
and attended to their looms alone, not in a feparated cabbin,
but in a ftreet. +'The more a perfon attends to the abominable
ftate of land in the North of Ireland, the more he will be con-
vinced of the propriety and even neceflity of this meafure ; -
and if, contrary to cornmon fenfe, a paltry board is permitted
to exift, by way of promoting a fabric of two millions a year,-
let them have this objeé, and this only as their bufinefs.
Let them devife the means of inducing landlords to drive their
weavers into towns, and they will in a few years do more
good to their country than all their infpedtors, itinerant men,
and {pinning wheels, will do in a century:

Relative to the other manufactures of Ireland, I am forry
to fay they are too infignificant to merit a particular atten-
tion ; upon the fubje& of that of wool I muft however re-
mark, that the policy of England, which has always hitherto
been hoftile to every appearance of an Irifh woollen manu-
facture, has been founded upon the mean contradions of itli-
beral jealoufy; it is a condué that has been founded upen
the ignorance and prejudices of mercantile people, who,
knowing as they are in the {cience which teaches that two and
two make four, are loft in a labyrinth the moment they leave
their counting-houfes and become ftatefmen ; they are too
apt to think of governing kingdoms upon the fame principles
they conduét their private bufinefs on, thofe of monopoly,
which though'the foul of private intereft, is the bane of pub-
lic commerce, It has been the miftaken policy of this coun-
try, to fuppofe that all Ireland gained by a woollen manufac-
ture would be fo much lofs to England ; this is the true mo-
nopolizing ignorance. We did not think proper to draw
thefe hands of commercial tyranny fo tight as to interdict
their linens; we gave them a free trade ; nay we iniport an
immenfe quantity of Ruffian and German linen, and yet be:
tween this double fire of the Irifh and foreigners, has our own
linen manufacture floyrifhed and jncreafed ; it is the fpiric
and effect of every {pecies of monopoly to counterad the de-
figns whicl dictate that mean policy.” The rivalthip of the
Irifh (if a rivalfhip was to epfue) would be beneficial to our
woollen trade; as a fatt friend to the intereft of my native
country, I wifh fuccefs to thofe branches of the Irifh woollens
which ‘would rival oyr own ; a thoufand beneficial confe-~
quences would flaw from it; it would infpirit our ma-
nufacturers ; it would awaken them from their lethargy, and
give rife to the fpirit of invention and enterprize, How long
did our old broad cloth trade {leep in the weft, without one
fign of life ftrong enough to animate a new purfuit ; but a
different {pirit breaking out in Yorkfhire and Scotland, new
fabrics were invented, and new trades opened. - A free Irifh
woollen trade would put our manufacturers to their mettle,
and would do more for the \:'oollen‘tradc of England thap

I\D{
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any other meafure whatever. Our merchants think fuch a
rivalthip would. ruin them ; but do they think the French
would not reafon for fuch fears alfo? Have we not loft the-
Levant and Turkey trade through the obftinacy of our mos
nopolifts 2 And why fhonld not Ireland have a chance for
fuch a branch as well as Languedoc? But fuch has been our
narrow policy with refpe to that kingdom, that we have for
a century fat down more contented with the fuccefsful rival--
thip of France, than with the chance of an Irifh competitor.

Whenever any queftion, relative to commercial indulgence
to Ireland, has come into the Britifh parliament, its friends
have always urged the diffreffed flate of lreland as a motive.
‘This is taking tge ground of duplicity, perhaps of falfhood,
they ought to be more liberal, and avow that their principle
is not to relax the prefent laws as a matter of humanity to
Ircland, but of right and policy to thémfelves ; to demand a
free trade to Ireland as the beft friends to Britain j to detnand
that France may be rivalled by the fubjeéts of the Britifh em-
pire, if thofe of one kingdom cannot, or will not do it, that
thofe of another may.

One would have reafon to fuppofe, from the fpirit of com-
mercial jealoufy among our woollen towns, that whatever
Ireland got was loft to England : I fhall in a fucceeding fec-
tion infert a table, which will fhew that in exa& proportion to
the wealth of Ireland, is the balance of the Irifh trade in fa-
vour of England. That kingdom is one of the greateft cuf-
tomers we lg\ave upon the globe; is it good policy to with
that our beft cuftomer maygi)e poor ! Do not the maxims of
commercial life tell us that the richer he is the better?
Can any one fuppofe that the immenfe wealthi of Holland is
not of vaft advantage to our manufa&ures ; and though the
Ruffia trade, upon the balance, is much againft us, who can
fuppofe that the increafing wealth of that vaft empire, owing
to the unparalleled wifdom of its prefent emprets, the firft
‘and moft able fovereign in the world, is not an increafing
fund in favour of Britifh induftry ?

The tabinets and poplins of Ireland {a fabric partly cf
woollen, partly of filk) did that ifland poffefs a greater free-
dom in the woollen trade, would find their way to a fuccefsful
market throughout all the South of Europe. A friend of
mine travelled France and Spain with a fuit of that pleafing
fabric among others, and it was more admired and envied
than any thing he carried with him. This is a manufadure
of which we have not a veftige in England.

Under another head I inferted the export of wool and yarn,
and alfo the import of woollen goods from England; the
following flight minute on the proportionate value of the la-
bour to the material, will conclode what I have to fay on a
‘manufatture, which working only for home ¢onfumption can
ficver thrive, ¢ 3 =

Bay
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Bay yarn. A woman, on an average, {pins three fkains a
day, which weigh a quarter of a pound, the value fpun is
{rom ten pence to a fhilling, medium ten pence three far-
things.

d.

Combing it not quite _— H
Spinning, RS = 2%
; 3%
Value of the wool, e 7%
103

The balls are a pound and an half each of twelve fkains,
the woman fpins a ball in four days, being paid ten pence ;
in Leinfter it is ten pence halfpenny, and in Munfter it is
nine pence ; average nine pence three farthings. Combing
a ball is about three pence, which with fpinning nine pence
three farthings, makes twelve pence three farthings labour on
a ball; and the price of a ball, both wool and labour, in the
year 178, was three fhillings and fixpence, In a war the
price of wool generally falls in Ircland. The laft French war
did not fink prices in-Ireland, but the Spanifh one did. The
filk manufacture of Ireland has been already difcufled in Sec-
tion 16, and is a fabric that merits neither the encouragement
of the natives, nor the attention of others. .

SR C T OISR
Revenue——Taxes.

THE rife, progrefs, and prefent flate of the revenue of
Ireland, is very little underftood in England, though an
obje of confiderable importance to that kingdom. The va-
riations of this revenue are ufeful marks, among many others,
of the profperity or declenfion of the ifland, and every thing
which enables us to judge of the real ftate of a country with
which we are fo intimately connected, well deferves our at-
tention.

The public revenue in that kingdom ftands upon a very
different footing from ours in England, owing to the opera~
tions of the revolution selative to this obje&t not having sx&

tende
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tended to Ireland. Before that epoch the two kingdoms were
in this refpe@ fimilar ; but the old fubfidies and other duties
which formed the hereditary revenue of the Stuarts in Eng-
land, were purchafed of* the crown at the revolution with the
civil lift revenue of 700,000 1. no fimilar bargain took place in
Ireland, confequently the old hereditary revenue in that king-
dom is at.prefent under the fame circumftances as the like
funds were in England before the year 1688. It is upon
this old revenue that the penfions on the Irith eftablifhment
are granted ; the crown claims a right to apply the whole of
it at its pleafure, but arguments have been urged againft that
claim. .

‘The following tables will fet the progrefs of late years, and
prefent receipt of the revenue, in a clear light.

Cuffons
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Addisomal
Cuftoms | Impert | Inland | duty on ale | Hearth
Cufloms in | out. excifes | excife. V beer and | money.
| Brong awater.
{3 L L 3 1. J
{n the Year 1730] ¢7,821 | 27,012} 78,248 | 64,360 50,909 [42,391
173 754691 | 24.030| 66,808 | 71,410 | 66,439 |42,263
1732] 76,880 | 25,807 | 74,259 | 76,473 ] 60,374 {42,810
1733] 87,395 | 24,174 | 765257 | 74,835} 59,284 .143,550
1734] 84,542 | 25,7801 75,974 | 76,0761 6e,501 43,926
1735] 88,321 | 25,624 | 77,241 | 66,851 | 53,071 {44,201
1736] 104,580 | 24,124 | 84.875 | 63,636 | 50,542 {441l
1737) 96,218 | 24,705 | 74,160 | 65,653 | 52,194 |43:921
1738 98,086 | 26,131 | 87,302 | 70,787 | 56,114 |44,035
1739 95,428} 24,414 79,203 | 71,731} 56,895 | 44,244
1740 84,912 125,388 73,336 | 69,6751 55,375 | 451045
17410 93,381 | 21,064 | 79,3601 66,9561 53,151 | 44.965
1742| 97,630 | 21,093 | 72,104 | 67,1561 53,419 | 41,828
3743 95893 | 22,086 | 76,910 | 79,785 | 63,720 {41,165
1744 88,451 | 27.647| 69,759 | 88,874 70.9? 41,823
3745| 86,531 | 23,824 72,001 [ 84,398 67,562 | 42,911
1746] 89,685 | 22,836 | 63,710 | 74,6261 59,564 | 4%,410
1747) 39,824 | 29,627 | 64,164 | 73,347 | 58,803 | 40,327
1748] 95,8191 26,486 | 84,916 | 84,282 | 67,895 }40,960
1749] 109,840 | 31,329 | 88,463 | 88,817 | 71,648 | 42,180
1750] 151,279 | 29,698 | 123.858 | 92,294 | 74,404 | 43,039
1751| 147,366 | 27,484 | 110,219 | 91,596 | 73,892 {44,794
1752 137,735 | 30,726 | 105,492 | 94,802 | 76,389 | 51,924
17531 159,813 | 29,990 | 108,764 1 60,656 |, 73,192 52,946
1754 186,990 [ 26,770 | 131,906 | 88,6041 71,566 | 53,405
17551 1565764 | 30,485 | 119,765 | 83,313 1 67,155 53,789
17561 147,469 | 26,884 | 98,262 | 80,728 | 65,042 54,283
1757, 124,428 | 28,569 | B4,049 ] 73:296 | §8,716 ] 54,153
1758 137,570 | 32,135 | 95,086 | 67,622 54,416 {52,859
1759, 161,578 | 30,018 | 111,018 69,301 | " 54742 {53,482
1760 148,445 | 33,673 1 116,831 | 775411 |- 61,533 | 540570
1761] 159,997 | 39,419 | 103,225 | 86,504 ] 69,119 | 65,027
1762 190,553 | 39,988 | 132,540 | 93,543 76,349 |S5.970
1763 177,834 | 31,893 | 123,679 | 92,842 { 78,911 | 36,61
1764 209,999 | 38,806 | 144,585 | 92,745 | 75,878 | 56,878
1765| 213,128 | 35,943 { 152,367 | 87,754 | 71,109 | 57,237
3766, 214,985 1 37,788 | 173.313 | 855752 | 70,250 57,523
1767, 304,864 | 34,259 | 147,411 | 80,094 | 64,788 | 57,406
1768 2125743 | 39,754 | 155,258 | 79,765 | 65,536 | 57,930
1769 211,049 | 40,045 | 157-241 | 83,5571 69,147 | 58,362
,77° 210,490 | 37,390 | 152,996 | 79,631 | 63,328 | 58,820
Average, = | 211,036 | 37,712 | 154,753 | 84,185 68,718 {57,736
1771 200,270 | 35,772 | 146,329 | 70,743 49,160 | 58,970
1772, 199,368 | 38,850 | 146,461 | 703191 48,971 | 58,439
1773] 232,767 | 37,397 | 151,662 | 74.991{ 53274 | 59,938
1774 329,609 | 37,169 | 144,796 | 77,6791 555419 | 59,383
1775| 203,008 | 38,010 | 130,104 | 77,251 | 54,894 | 60,900
1776] 248,491 | 42,488 | 152,238 | 79,411 | 57,353 | 60,966
1777] 2515055 | 35,883 | 153,727 | 80,461] 57,750 60,580
A";';f:,;’f l““} 223,709 | 37,929 | 146,473 | 75,839 53,531 | 59,868
‘ 1778] 198,550 | 36,027 | 131,284 | 81,761 | 8,612 | 61,646
1579] 165,802 | 31,717 106.070 76,3351 $4.934 60,617
T
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A very {light examination of thefe columns will fhew a great
increafe in'all (except the inland excife, and cultoms outward)
about the year 1748. The conclufion of the peace of Aix la
Chapelle feems from this table, as well as from a variety of
others to have been the principal epoch in the profperity of
Ircland. The inland excife is a revenue fo wretchedly ad-
miniftered by the confeflion of the whole kingdom, that no
conclufions whatever are to be drawn from it. The cuftoms
outwards have rifen but little ; and notatall in the laft feven
years, which is to be accounted for from fome of the principal
articles of the exports, fuch as linen, &c. being either duty
free, or having fo fmall 4 cuftom as to be merely with defign
of afcertaining quantities ; and alfo by the falling off in the
export of the produce of pafturage which I have fhewed be-
fore, motft of the articles of it baving an ill judged duty on
them. But the cuftoms inwards is tiot a bad one, for an in-
creafed import, though at firft fight it feems to be againft a
nation, ought never to be taken in that light. No kingdom
ever imports goods whichit cannot pay for, and an increafed
confumption is the ftrongeft proof of an increafed ability to
pay forit. I muft however remark, that the increafe in this
column the laft feven years is very trifling. There arein all the
other columns, except hearth money, a decline in this period
which very well deferves to be enquired into. That the
kingdom has flourithed in it I have little or o doubt, it may,
therefore, probably be owing to the multiplication of abufes
in the collection of the revenues, which being fo many cancers
in the body politic ought to be remedied with the utmoft
affiduity.

The ificreafe of the hearth money is a mtter of importance,
for it proves an increafe of population clearly ; which indeed
. could not be doubted from the increafed profperity and wealth
of the kingdom, and from the repeated information I received
all over it to that purport. i

The whole grofs revenues offer a different appearance from
thefe particular duties, the following account fhews there has
been an increafe, but owing te an increafe of taxes.

REVE-
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0

: TFor receiving| Nett pro-
Heredita- {O1d addi- {074 b= duce of the
ry revenueltional du- ing draw- | bereditary

Vol Wi o ofs backs and pre-| andold ad.
£y 8T tiums oncorn| ditisnal
&e. duties.

L I s 1

In the year 1751 1,048,858} 366,462 192,513 [1,233,943
1753|1,047,062| 339,557 185,766 11,210,353
1755|1,127,552| 367,9801 193,259 1,302,274
1757| 954,668 322,568} 191,359 |1,085,880
1759] 989:937| 320,415 205,290 [1,105,062
17611,053,939] 346,649 | 234077 |1,166,511
1763]1,201,300| 418,258 260,602 |1,358,956

Tavo years end-
ing Lady day.

Average, |1,060,474] 395,698 | 208,981 1,209,068

Inthe Year 1765]1,298,165! 452,375 | 273,010 [1,477,529
1767{1,295,317| 4715240 | 318,044 {1:448;513
17691,309,828] 481,098 | 347,043 {1,443,882
17711,276,711{ 454,955 | 349275 1,382,391
1773/1,288,094 439,615 | 398,380 |1,329,330
1775(1:279:2751 404,415 | 428,180 11,255,509
1777/1,388,044] 419,748 | 464,762 1,343,120,

Average, 11,305,062] 426,335 | 368,786 -|1,382,896

P .

In the Year 17791,175,145} 346,696

Thefe are for feflions not years. Befides thefe duties there
are others appropriated by parliament to particular pur-
pofes ; thefe are for paying the intereft of loans, for the en-
couragement of the linen manufa&ure, of tillage, of pro-
teftant fchools, and the cambric manufaéture.

The whole revenue of the kingdom for twenty years in ‘two
periods, of ten each with the averages, will fhew the general
mcreafe, whether owing to new duties or an increafe of old
ones.

TOTAL
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TOTAL REVENUE or IRELAND.

L L
In the year 1758 650,763 In the year 1768 945,520
1759 714,918 T 1769 977,372
1760 717,022 1770 954,045
1761 746,151 1771 §00,913
1762 878,068 . 1772 897,395
1763 850,895 1773 955,074
1764 939,139 1774 *957,498
- 1565 948,251 1775 1930,228
1766 960,744 1776 1,040,055
1767 910,780 1777 1,093,881

Average of ten years, 834,673 Average of tenyears, 965,198

Ditto of the former period, 834,673
Increafe, 130,525

But this revenue, confiderable as it is, has not been equal
to the national expenditure. In the feflions of 1759, there was
a furplus in the treafury of 65,7741. yet in the following one
a confiderable debt was contraéted, as will be feen by the pro-
grefs of the incambrance.

1

Year 1761 223,.433 National debt.

1763 — §21,161 ditto.
1765 — 508,874 ditto.
1767 = 581,064 ditto.
1769 — 628,883 ditto.
i771 — 789,569 ditto.

1773 — 1999,686 ditto.
1775 — 976,117 ditto.
1777 — §825,426 ditte.
1 1779 — 1,002,597 ditto.
Suppofe the revenue a million, it is about a fixth part of the
land rents of thekingdom. If there are three million of fouls
in Ireland, they pay exadtly 6s. 8d. a head. It appeared be-
) ~ oo

* Additienal duties laid,

+ Stamps ditto.

t This does mot agree with the flate in vol. 17 of the journals,
tior the fillowing year.

§ Extralied from the national accouris laid before parliament

every fefions.
every fefions <
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fore the export of linen, yarn, corn, woollen, pork, beef;
&c. &c. amounted to 3,250,471L fuppofe all other exports
would make it up three and a half millions, the revenue of the
kingdom amounts not quite to a'third.

It will not be improper here to compare the burthens of
Ireland with thofe of Great-Britain. ‘

Britith revenue of 13 millions paid by L s d.

9 millions of people is,  — I 9 o ahead,
Irifh revenue of 1 million paid by 3
millions of-people is, — o 6 8 ahead.

Britifh revenue of 13 millions paid by X
72 millions * of acresis, — o 3§ 6 each.
Irith revenue of 1 million paid by 23
millions of acres is, - "0 0 10 each.
Britifh revenue of 13 millions paid by

a rental + of 24 millions is, o 10 10 in the pound,
Irith revenue of 1 million paid by a

rental of 6 millions is, — o 3 4 inthe pound,
Britifh revenue of 13 millions paid by

an export of § 16 millions is, o 16 3 in the pound.
Irifh revenue of 1 million paid by an

export of 3% millions is, -~ 0 5 .9 inthe pound.

Britith revenue of 13 millions paid by a
balance of trade of 5 millions is, 2 12 o in the pound.

Irifh revenue of 1 million paid by a .
balance of trade of 1 million is, 1 o0 o inthe pound,

The inferiority of the taxes of Ireland to thofe of Great-
Britain, upon every one of thefe comparifons is very great ;
the parallel is, however, certainly not complete : the fpecie
of Ireland is 1,600,0col. but it is difficult to fay what that of
England is, the gold coinage proved our calculators to be fo
amazingly out in their reckoning, but in this article, including
paper lies, Iapprehend the greater eafein England of paying
taxes, which are light or heavy, not perhaps fo much in pro-
portion to the income of a people as tothe eafe of circulation ;
that in England is out of all comparifon greater than in Ire-
land, which would make it impoffible for the preceding pro-
portions to be raifed in that kingdom as high as they are in
Britain,  But fair allowances being made for this article, ftill
we may with great fafety conclude that this national burthen
is vaftly lighter there than with us. If the advantages oi_ fuch

a fitua-

* The exa& number at 640 to a mile is 71,979,848.
2o0l. that of England, and 4l. allowed for Scotland,
The laft cultom-houfe account.
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a fituation are not continued, it will certainly be owini

DUuT
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to

complaints of poverty, occafioning clo{'er fcrutinies into
faéts than have hitherto happened.
‘We come next to the expence which abforbs this income.

i Extraordinary
T-um]ear,rpndiﬂg R q itarj :barge:,mdud—
Lady day. Civil i, lift. ~ \ing parliamen- Totals.
tary grants.
L., - JC L NE,
Intheyear 3751 146,134 } 766,151] 126,356 [1,038,643
1753} 143,705 | 762,5711 152,415 [1,058,691]"
1755 1445602 | 795,182] 169,276 [1,109,061
1757| 163,223 | 794,364] 362,674 |1,318,263
1759| 181,064 | 820,383 298,173 h,300,521
1761| 202,052 | 997,072] 281,888 [1,481,013
1763]221,365 (1,124,743] 332,934 , [1,679:043
1765| 241,271 | 988,535f 275,955  [1,505,761
19671257,988 | 971,007| 337,640 |1,566,642
1769] 270,040 Sé 5426 327,094  [1,551,561
1771)272,678| 976,917 373,997 [1,623,503
17731323,833 1,172,723/ 389,634 1,886,191
17751366,838 1,223,326| 342,377 1,932,541
1777/410,904 1,112,682{ 410,172 [1,933,758!
1779 336,475| '937,679| 432474 (1,706,628
Salaries exclu- — [Salariesexclu-
Tawo years ending| five of hearth- |Tawo years ending) five ofbearth-|
Lady day. ~\money colledtors)  Lady day.  |moneycollettors
: 1 L
In the year 1751 110,622  |Inthe year 1765| 151,655
1753] 111,478 17671 156,157
1755], 113,721 1769 164,364
1757)° 115,552 17711 165,374
1759 116,344 1773 169,567
1761} 130,274 ° 1775 196,107
1763 144,316 1777, 171,578

fomé
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Some of the particular duties which go towards raifing the
above revenue will be feen among the following articles.

Goods exported. Dlut)'.
Year 1773. Beef, e 10,759
Bulls and cows, = 29
Butter, - - 6,809
Candles, — 109 '
Cheefe, - 52
Horfes, o 88
Bacon flitches, — 120
~ Hides, — 2857
Tallow, cwt. - 2,994
& ‘Fongues, 1y 75
- Total, — 23,802
Goods imparted.
Year 1773. Tobacco, — 121,148
Rum, — 161,080
Gin, L 21,935
Brandy, — 34,206
Tea, — 16,406
Salt and falt petre, 11,305
Silk, —_ 18,382
Wine, -~ * 104,701
489,163

To lay a duty of near 24,0001, a year upon the export of
the produce of pafturage is heavy and moft unpolitic, and
ought to be abolithed.  The other articles in this lift are
very proper ones to tax, -

The decline in feveral branches of the revenue having
united with an increafed expence to run the nation in debt as
above mentioned, new taxes are of courfe in contemplation
every feflions. A 1anp Tax has been a2 matter of converfation
in Ireland for fome years: fome increafe muft be made to
the rcvenue, but in what mode is an enquiry of the moft in-
terefting pature to that kingdom ; I fhall for this reafon offer
a few remarks on the ftate of the country relative to the taxes
which would be moft proper for it. o

There are a varicty of objefions to land taxes in general,
belides the particular ones which apply immediatcly to Ireland.
‘Taxes ought all to be equal, but an egua/land tax muft be a
variable one which is at once a #yzke, the moft pernicious bur-
then to which any nation can fubmit ; it is the taille, the equal
land tax of France which is fo wcll known to be the ruin of

the

* Commons Journals, vol. 16, p. 268.
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the agriculture of that kingdom : hence therefore equality
muft not be thought of in a land tax: and if there were no
other obje&ions, this alone ought for ever to preclude them.
But fuppofe % fixed unequal tax as in England, yet there are
great evils in it, a man’s poffeflions are rarely to be taken as a
proof of his capability to bear a tax; a landlord who receives
a thoufand pounds a year from his eftate, and pays feven
hundred intereft of mortgages is taxed at his whole rental ;
what enormity and ruin ts this! that the ability to bear the
burthen is to be of no confequence in laying the tax. When
the amazing amount of mortgages on landed property is con-
fidered, the greatnefs of this oppreflion muft be fully felt.
But land taxes when they are unequal are unproduéive ;
hence the oppreflions under this name which crufh the agri-
culture of France, Milan, and the ftates of Auftria and Pruflia,
in moft of which a&ual valuations of the land are made peri-
odically, as if no man’s improvement fhould efcape taxation:
hence alfo the defigns of the Englifh miniftry once remark-
ably manifefted, of dropping the prefent land tax in order to
obtain an equal one: thefe are univerfal objeétions to land
taxes.

But in Ireland there are others which concern that countr
fingly, and therefore the more deferving attention; a vaK
proportion of it is under leafe for ever; other parts let for
five hundred years; others for lives and a hundred years;
others for lives and fifty and thirty years; in a word, under
feafes of every defcription. How could a land tax be laid in
that kingdom confiftently with the reigning principle of the
Englifh tax, that the landlord only fhall pay it ? Difficulties
innumerable would arife at every ftep; mno gordian knot but
the fivord of power can cut ; but the queftion is whether all
the principles that have direfted a fimilar tax in England
would not be cut with them: for the tax to be either equal
or produdtive, it muft be laid on fome claffes of tenantry: it
ought certainly to be laid on all who do not occupy; but
from that moment there is an end of it as an Englifh land
tax, it is a taille, atax on tenantry: break the limits, the
great line between the owner of the land and the tenant, and
who will fay how far the innovation will be carried, the moft
dangerous that can ever be made in a kingdom ? Adieu to
all improvements in agriculture wherever fuch an one takes
place. : .
Evils of this fort rarely make their full appearance at firft ;
a Jand tax in Ircland would probably come in under a very
fair appearance ; but the ftate of the country ought to tell its
inhabitants that fuch a tax would be too unprodudtive to latt;
the fucceflive alterations-would do the fatal bufinefs, and pro-
duce the mifchief in its full deformity. - e

Adminiftration have had experience in England of the lofs,
as it has been called, to the revenue from a fixed tax 'h if ?vcr

— thereforg
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therefore they introduced it into Ireland, it would be in a
form which admitted alteratipns, in order to avoid the circum-
ftance which has more than once raiftd a firong inclinatién
to a new affeffment. For thefe and other reafons too nume-
rous to give in detail here, I am convinced that Ircland can
never experience a more pernicious tax than that on land.

But as I obferved before, government muft go on, and
muit be fupported at an increaling expence ; new taxes muft
confequently be had recourfe to, and 1 thall not hefitate a mo-
ment in recommending excifes as the only ones which can be
much extended without any national injury : an entire
change in the adminiftration of them fhould take place;
the monftrous abufes in them remedied, and new ones laid.
The cheapnefs of whitkey with which a man muy get dead
drunk for two pence, is an enormity too great to be barne.
The morals, health, peace, induftry, agriculture, manu-
fattures, commerce, and wealth of the kingdom, are all
materially injured, by the cheapnefs of this vile beve-
rage: there is not an objeét in Ireland which would yield a
moare produdive revenue, at the fame time that every thilling
government got would be half a crown benefit to the public :
a judicious, and well colle@ed excife on this liquor would
raife an immenfe revenue. All other {pirits, wines and to-
bacco, ate alfo very well able to bear much heavier taxes than
they labour under at prefent. An excife on tea alfo might
be applicable ; but there is no want of objeds s and if the le-
giflature of the kingdom will not fet themfelves very fteadily
to the bufinefs, a land tax will be the confequence, and in it
all the mifchiefs that muft attend the meafure.

The propofition for a land tax on abfentees was very wifely
rejected ; the execution of it would have fmoothed fome of the
difficulties, or at leaft rendered them familiar, and certainly
have facilitated, a general tax of the fame nature,

The mode purfued in Ireland of raifing money by tontine,
at an exceeding high intereft, fo high even as 7 per cent. is
very mifchievous to the kingdom. The great want of that
country is capital, confequently any meafure which tends to
leffen capitals that are employed in any branch of induftry,
is pernicious: feven per cent. interelt in national funds
muit be a fevere blow to every branch of induftry, for
who will lend money on private fecurity at fix per cent. while
the public gives feven? And what man will undergo the
trouble, and run the hazard of manufadtures or commerce,
while he can fit by bhis fire fide with feven per cent. in his
pocket. In England where the capital is fo immenfe, and
with all that of Holland at command, fimilar tranfadions are
found excecdingly detrimental, infomuch that no induftry
can be carried on which will not yield very large profits ; no
money to: be procured on bond ; fearce any on mortgage ;
valt fums drawing out of the general induftry for inveﬁmenc

Vou. II. M in
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in the ‘public funds, and a general fall in the value of that
great portion of landed property which is obliged to be fold.
But the fums borrowed in this country may be too large to
raife by taxes ; I do not think it is the fame in Ireland; and
that kingdom had much better raife their fupplies within the
{eflion than leffen their little capital by tontines.

SUE G T T s N

Commerce ~—— Fifberies

Embargoes.

UNFO RTUNATELY for Ireland, the general commerce
of it is to be fully treated in a very fmall compafs; and
. the fa@&s which I have already had occafion to lay before the
reader, inthe two preceding fe&ions, go very far towards
completing the whole that is neceffary to explain its ftate.
Being a dependent country, the Britifh legiflature has upon
all occafions controuled its commerce, fometimes with a very
high hand, but univerfally upon the principles of monopoly,
as if the poverty of that country was to form the wealth of
Britain, 1have on every occafion endeavoured to fhew the
futility of fuch an idea, and to prove from the evidence of in-
variable fads, that the wealth of Ireland has always been,
and is, the wealth of England, that whateveér fhe gets is ex-
pended in a very large proportion in the confumption of Bri-
tifh fabrics and commodities. The increafed profperity of
Ireland, which fhe has experienced in fpite of our abfurd re-
firictions on her commerce, has raifed her to be one of the
greateft and beft markets this kingdom poffefles in any part of
the globe. t
. Itis a remarkable fa& which was pointed out to me by that
very able politician, the Earl of Shelburne, that the narrow-
nefs of our prohibitory laws in England is of late date ; from
. the old Englith a&s of parliament it appears, that before the
, reftoration the true {yftem of commerce was much better un-
derflood than it has been of late days: if the tranfa&ions of
the commonwealth are examined, there will appear great li-
berality and the -foundeft principles in Cromwell and the
leading men of thofe times ; and that it was the clear deter-
mination of the protedtor as well as of the long parliament,
to make the trade of Ireland as free as poffible ; nay, the a&
of navigation itfelf, at the reftoration, included Ireland upon
the fame footing as England ; it was not till twelve years af-
terwards, that the exception crept in by a fingle claufe in :la]n-
other
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other a&, which probably was pafled at the defire of fome ner-
chant, without any perfon’s caring about it, which has been
the cafe with many an American act. The next prohibitory
law, which declared the importation of Irifh cattle a nuifance,
was a contefted job between the duke of Ormond and the duke
of Lauderdale ; afterwards it became the fafhion to pafs aéts
againft Ireland, which nobody had the knowledge or libe-
rality to oppofe. In the full perfection of this fpirit it was,
that a bill, which pafled in Ireland in 1759, for reftriting the
importation of damaged flour, was thrown out in England at
the inftigation of a fingle miller at Chichefter.

Whenever old prejudices wear out, it will certainly be found
for the intereft ot England to give every freedom poffible to
the trade of Ireland. I am convinced if this extended to its
being an abfolute free port, no mifchief would refult from it 3
but as to a free export to all the world, not the fhadow of 2
good argument ever yet appeared againft it; for upon what
principles of policy, or of common fenfe, can we found a con-
duct which reftrains our own fubje@s from the free fale of
their produds and manufadtures, when the returns of fuch
fales mult flow into our own coffers by that extention of de-
mand which has been infeparably connected with the wealth
of Ireland, when the population and the power that rife upon
fuch wealth are our own'? A mercantile landlord at London
might as well fay to his tenant in Yorkfhire, You fhall not
fell your corn to whom you pleafe, you fhall fhip it to me¢
yon fhall not cenvert your  wool to the beft purpofes, you
fhall fell it raw to me. ‘This language might be that of his
leafes, but it would be that of folly. Would ke not foon find,
that by Jeaving his tenants to make the beft of their own com-
moditi¢s, they would afford to pay him a better rent; their
wealth becomes his, if he keeps them poor he muft be {o him-
felf. The cafe of Ireland is exadtly parallel; the inhabitants
of that ifland, in their public revenue, in their military, by
their abferitees, and in their commercial balance, pay to this
kingdom a direct rent for it, which vibrates in its amount to
the variations of their natianal wealth, While it was a wil-
dernefs of favages it paid the rent which defarts every where
yield; as it improved our receipt has been proportioned,
until it has become a cultivated flourithing eflate, and yields a
rent which marks to an iota the extent of the cultivation, and
the degree of that profperity. Of what ufe is the experience
of a cerdtury of fadts, if we are not to open our eyes to the
leffons they convey ? Long experience has told us what the
effects of Irifh wealth are; we feel thofe effedts flowing like
vital warmth through the whole extent of our own territory,
and fhall we yet hefitate to encourage and extend a profperity
which is the fource and foundation of our own ?

12 1 have



1 have taken the great line of leading principles ; will the
littlenefs of commercial jealoufy reply in its true {pirit, that
this town will be hurt; that that manufa&ure will be loft ;
that Manchefter will be alarmed; and that Norwich will
have apprehenfions : it is not a queftion for the weavers of
one place and the merchants .of another to decide, it is
THE EMPIRE that is concerned ; the general intereft de-
mands the meafure, and ought to abforb every pitiful confi-
deration : but all experience fpeaks only one language even
to thefe miltaken individuals: 1 obferved it before, and gave
inftances of manufactures finking in the poffeflion of a mono-
poly, and thriving from a rivalry ; of markets rifing to in-
creafing induftry ; of the welfare of one country rifing from
the profperity of others: truths as univerfal as the world.
And fhall we deny the application to a fifter, but dependent
kingdom, from whom we have fo many ways of gaining all
the advantages of her weaith? But arguments are little
wanted where fads are fo numerous ; to thofe I have already
inferted, let me add the following ftate of our imports and ex-
ports in the Irifh trade.

TRADE or GREAT BRITAIN wita IRELAND.

FmportsExports.\Tmports excefs)|Exports excefid

T | L 1
In the year 1697(223,913|251,262 27,348
1698333,968/293,813 40,154 :
16991417,4751269,475| 147,999
1700233,8531261,115 oy 27,262
17011285,390/296,144 10,753

1702(258,121|215,112] 43,008
17031324,289/266,324) 57,965
17041321,847|215,949 105,897
1705270,992244,0574 35,934
1706266,260(198,176] 68,092
1707/306,423[263:412|. 43,010
17081274,689(251,974] 22,715
1709276,423251,519] 24,904
1710{310,846/285,424] 25,421
1711{297,238261,426] 35,811
17121291,669274,845' 16,823

- TRADE
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TRADE or GREAT BRITAIN witu IRELAND,
Continued. - .
Imports | Exports
Imports. | Exports. | excefs. excefs.
12 L 1. 1
In the year 1713] 295,926 306,964 11,038
1514 326,391 397,048 70,656
1715 389,437 420,002 30,625
17161 561,673 345,252f 216,421 3
1719] 469,657 429,880f 1 39,776
1718 326,283 333,088) - 75794
171¢| 380,130, 387,460 7,329
1720] 282,812 328,583 45,771
1721| 332,882{ 378,838 37,956
157220 356,095 488,379 132,274
1723 360,526 $53,945 193,418
1724] 367,889 468,257 100,367
1725) 333,870 474,836 140,965
17260 332,604! 569,553 236,949
1727] 307,038 436,012 128,973
1728 318,147| 475,762 157,615
1729 287,648 517,198 229,549
1730 294,156 532,698 238,542 | |
1731} 308,036/ 618,684 1 309,745
1732 294,484] 614,752 226,731
1733] 386,105! 595,251 351,822
1734] 401,422 627,154 225,731
1735| 417,421| 769,244 351,822
1736] 447,176 720,555 273,378
1737] 346,476 730,910 3841433
1738] 381,373 696,590f 315,218
1739 411,924] 673,621 . 261,697
1740 390,565 628,288]' 237,723
1741]. 404,863] 698,715 293,851
1742 346,814] 775,650 428,834
1743] 816,7971 860,178] 43,380
1744] 390,874f 703,227 312,353
17451,447,408| 910,920 530,578 | © "
1746 532,686 796,157 263,471
1747 541,393 748,677 207,284
1748] 464,489 600,424 441,935
1749] 5§67,776) 1,006,045 438,268
1750 612,808 1,316,60 703,792
1751 664,4841 1,174,493 510,008
1752 563,959 1,140,608 576,648
1753) $01:480| 1,149,552 588,003
1 175%] 610,466 1,173,829 563,362

TRADE
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TRADE or GREAT BRITAIN wira IRE-
L AND, Continued. ~

Liports, | Exports. | Imports| Exports
: excefs. excefs.
L I 1 i

In theyear 1755| 6435165 | 1,070,063 ¥ 426,897

. 37561 837,811 1,111,801 283,990

1757) 6375471 9608431 - 273,371
1758 1,050,331 | 926,886 12_3,446

. 1759 8321271 931,358 99,231

1760} 904,180 1,050,401 < | 146,220

1761 853,804] 1,476,114 622,310

1762| 889,368 1,528,696 639,328

1763 769,379 1,640,713 871,333

17641 77754124 1,634,382 856,969

17651 1,070,533 | 1,767,020 696,486

1766 1,154,982 {11,920,015 765,033

17671 1,103,289 | 1,880,486 777,201

1768 1,226,004 | 2,248,315 1,022,221,

1769 1,205,107 |'1,964,742 699,634

1770 1,214,398 |12,125,466 911,068

17751,3805737 11,983,818 603,081

1772} 1,242,308 1,063,787 721,481

* 1773} 1,252,817 1,918,802 665,985

The reader will recolle® that it was the general tenour of
the information received in the journey, that the year 1748
was the epoch of the modern profperity of Ireland ; allagree
that after that peace, Ireland advanced greatly, her rife of
rental will mark this clearly. The following js a review of
the minutes :

> RISE OF RENTS.

Lord Longford more than doubled in. thirty: years.—~Eayl
of lanifkilling quadrupled: in ditto.—Mr. Cooper almoft tre-
bled fince 1948.——Mayo trebled in forty years.——King’s county

: 5 two

- * Extrafied from the actounts laid before the Britifb parlia
ment. :

1t.is a circumflance very muck to be regretted, that thefe ac-
counts no linger fee the light 5they have not been laid before par-
liament fincg 1773, why fbould 2 prafice that had ronrinum’jir
abswe a century ceafe fuft then? If there were any trades like
the Amersivan which did not offer a pleajfing fpedacle, there avese
otbers like thofe of Ireland, Ruffia, &c. to make umends. ‘
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two thirds fince 1750.~Tipperary doubled in twenty years.
—Barony of Owna and Ara doubled in ditto.—Rich lands of
Limerick rifen a fourth in twenty years, and two thirds fince
1748. |

“In the preceding enquiries the truth of this is confirmed by
every proof which authentic records can fhew ; as the ‘table
now before us marks the commercial conne&ion between
Great Britain and Ireland, it is neceffary to divide it into pe-
riods, in order to fee the avérage of each. The table con-
tains twenty-five years fince 1748, during which period-

Imports. | Exports.
1L L

The averages are, — © | 9655050 | 1,482,513
Ditto in the 25 preceding years, | 438,665 l 657.972

Latter period fuperior by, — |526,385 824,541
. 8 G o

Here is an account that is worth a dozen arguments! It is
from hence evident, that our exports to Ireland have in the laf
twenty-five years confiderably more than doubled, almoft
trebled ; and this great rife has been exaély in the period of
the internal profperity of that ifland.. If I did not know per-
fons of very refpe@table chara&ers in parliament, who think
very differently upon this great queftion. of the freedom of
Irifh trade, T fhould be athamed of dwelling 2 moment on the
fubject. How would it have been poflible for that country to
fupport fuch an increafed importation, unlefs fhe had increaf-
edin wealth? And having proved that fuch advances in na-
tional profperity have been attended by this increafed demand

or the manufaéures and produds of England, are we not
perfectly founded in concluding, that future advantages to Ire-
land will alfo be attended by fimilar effe@ts? The influx of
wealth into that country brings a tafte for the elegant luxu-
ries with which we abound, and the capability of purchafing
them enfures the purchafe, An Englifiman cannot go into a *
fingle houfe in Dublin, or fec a perfoni dreffed, of either fex,
without having this truth ftaring him in the face. But there
is a circumftance in this account which deferves particular at-
tention, and that is our import trade not having increafed fo
much as the export one, from which this plain conclufion is to
be drawn ; that let Ireland get her wealth from where fhe will,
it comes infallibly to England. The fourth column of the
table which fhews the balance fhe pays us, and which amounts
of late years, from fix hundred thoufand to a million a year,
could not poflibly be fupported with the abfentee drain, unlefs
fhe made by her trade elfewhere.

Average
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Imports. Exports,
L L

Average of the laft feven years, - | 1,240,677 | 2,012,202
Ditto of the preceding feven years, | 917,088 | 1,573,934

Increafe,. e 323,569 | 438,268

sesedloon

From this comparifon we find, that the rapid increafe of
our exports_to Ireland is in late years, the fironger reafon
therefore to expe, that whatever increafe of wealth fhe ex-
periences, it will be England that will receive the full tribute
of jt. By means of the profperity of Ireland the trade we
carry on with that kingdom is' grown to be one of the moft
important which we poffefs’; and in the Jaft year of this table,
nearly equalled the export to the whole continent of North
America. \

Exports from England to the continent of North] . 8
America, from Chriftmas, 1772,t0 1773, - 1,991,544
Ditto to Ireland, —_— VU — 1,918,802
Freight, infurance and profit on both twelve per cent.
Hence therefore this nation'has no demand of policy fo firong
on her at prefent, as to encourage Ireland to the utmotlt of her
power, in order to increafe her own trade to that ifland, that
American Joffes may be the lefs fenfibly felc ; but this can only
be done by embracing afyftem totally it new. And here itis a
tribute fairly due to genius long fince departed, to obferve,
that the relative interefts of England and Ireland were better
underftood by Mr. Houghton in 1682, than by any later wri-
ter, whofe produions have come to my knowledge ; and as
1 have mentioned him on this occafion, I muft remark, that
he feems to me to have had jufter ideas of trade, manufadures,
prices of provifions, cnclofures, &c. than nine tenths of the
authors who have treated of thofe fubje@s: ¢ Thericher Ire-
land grows the more wealth wi][' the landlords have, and the
more will they that live here fpend. I am told by an inquifitive
and underftanding knight, that hath a great eftate there, and
very well underftands the Irifh affairs, that what their gentry
{pend here, with the penfions and the rent that are paid
from thence to the city of London, amounts to about three
hundred thouland pounds per “dnnum, and 1 fee no rea-
fon why this expence fhould not increafe according to
their thriving."--— Even in the woollen manufacure [
queftion whether they could in ck#f do more than the
Dutch; and for othér manufa@tures, Why might it not
put both nations at firife to find eut’ [eme new confumptions, and
Jo increafe the trades of Poth? 1 there muft be but a fet
guantity confumed, fecing England bears up againft, and in
¢loathing outdoth Terra Firma, why may we not, 1% IRELAND
BE
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BE JOINED T0 US, fpoil the tradeon the other fide, and fo be both
enriched*?” Here is the intereft of England, relative to that
country, explained upon the moft enlarged and moft liberat
principles  of freedom and of commerce. This penetrating
genius, who faw deeper into the true Englifh interefts than’
half our modern politicians, wasfenfible of no mifchiefs from
a free Irifh woollen trade: the prevalence of commercial jea~
{oufy had not then arifen to the heights we have fince feen
it. Withoutany hefitation, Ireland ought to have an abfo-
lutely free trade of cxport and import to all cur American co-
Ionies, and African fettlements ; alfo a very confiderable free~:
dom in her exports to Europe : but when this fubje@ was in
converfation in the houfe of commons, | heard the minifter”
mention one circumftance, which feemed to ftand in the way
of doing juftice to Ireland, that is to ourfelves: taxes there
being {o much lower that their manufactures not being equatl-
Jy under the burthen of excifes, would havean unfair ftart of
ours +.  With great fubmiffion, I think this will not be found
found dodrine cither in faét or reafon. I might here go into
the queftion of a poor and cheap country robbing a rich one of
her manufactures, for the aflertion comes diretly to this; but
Dr. Tucker has treated it in fo mafterly a manner, and has fo
clearly proved the abfurdity of the idea, that what he has faid
ought to be confidered as conclufive. But why give in linen
what you deny in other fabrics?  Irifh linen has all the advan-
tages of a freedom from a great varicty of excifes, which the
manufadturers of Englith linen labour under, and yet we not.
only fupport the competition but thrive under it, from there
being a difference in the fabrics, and as great a difference
would be in all other fabrics, Their broad cloth, alfo, is
made under the fame advantages, and compare it in both
price and quality with that of England; I bought it at fe-
venteen fhillings and fixpence a yard at the Dublin fociety’s
warehoufe, without the mafter manufa@urer’s profit and ex-
pences, and I will venture to affert, from wearing both,
twenty-three fhillings for Englifh cloth to be cheaper. The
fame fa& runs through a varicty of their fabrics. The fixed
trade, capital and fkill of England will for ever bid defiance -
to the no excifes of Ireland.  But fomething was forced to be
given—had woollens been put down and Jinens not permitted,
the opprefled and ruined people would bave fought redrefs
with arms in their hands. The monopolizing fpirit of com-
mercidl jealoufy gave as little as poflible, and would not have
given that little could fhe have helped it. But the argument
fays, that Ireland having few excifes will get much trade and
wealth: and is it not your defign that the thould? Ought
pot this, in common fenfe, to be your with and aim? Yor
: C whom

® Collection of Hufbandry and Trade, wol. 4. p. 48.
+ Written in Fune 1779. :
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whom does fhe growrich? If T have not proved that point-
there is no proof in fa&, nor truth in figures. Why cannot
fke rival France, Holland and Germany, as well as England ?
But we have ample experience to tell us that fhe may rival
withoutimpoverifhing us; that fhe may grow rich and we great
by her wealth; that fhe may advance, and we be profperous.
‘Lo affert becaufe there-are not as many excifes in one part of
opr dominions as another, that therefore their trade fhall be*
cramped is exaftly like faying, that labeur is cheap there,
and for that reafon fhall never be dear; making the poverty:
of the kingdom the motive for keeping it poor.

Taxes flow from trade and: confumption, give them the
wealth to confume, and never fear but taxes will follow.

F 1.8 - H: BB Gl B S

There is fcarcely a part of Ireland but what is well fituated
for fome filhery of confequence; her coafts and innumerable
ereeks and rivers mouths are the refort of vaft fthoals of her-
ring, cod, hake, mackarel, &c. whiclt might, with proper
attention, be converted into funds of wealth; but capital is
fuch ‘a univerfal want in Ireland, that very little is done.
"The minutes of the journey contain fome valuable informa-
tion on this head, but the general piture is rather an exhibi-
tion of what ought to be done, than’ any thing that a&ually
1s éxccuted 3 nor have the meafuresof the legiflature been at-
tended with anv confiderable effect; fome of them feem to
bave done milchicf, of which the following is an inftance.

By the 3 G. 3. c. 24.—T'wenty thillings, per ton on Englith,
or Irith built vefféls décked,. after the commencement of
this a@, not under twenty tons, nor to be paid. for more.
than one hundred, to proceed from fome port in Ireland.

Dounty of two fhillings a 'barrel on export of white.

“herrings. :

Ditto of two fhillings aad fixpence on mackarel.

Ditto of five fhillings for fix {core of ling..
itto of three fhillings for hake, haddock, glafling, and.
conger eel.

Dirto of four fhillings and three-pence halfpenny for every
_tierce, of 41 galions of wet fith exported.

Ditto of three pourds per tony

- for whale oil, (

Ditto'of thivey fhillings’ ditto & .

e oilyof‘ ﬁ&’g s ma,nufa&ured in Ireland. -

Ditto of four pounids per cwt. §
for whale bore,

‘Fhe follewing has been the ‘cﬂ?e& of this mcafure.' 2

L]

_BARRELS
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F 18 HERJIES. a8y
BARRELS or HERRINGS IMPORTED 1xro IRELAND,
ror, EIGHTEEN YEARS.

| From | From
" G.Britain|E. Country, Total.

Barrels. | Barrels, | Barrels.
In the year — 1756 28,999 | 1,277 | 30,276
: 1757) 28,955 | 2,080 | 31,035
1758| 29,960 1,370 | 31,330
1759 23,611 113 {23,724
1760 17,0382 % | 17,009
1761) 20,4115 142 {20,554 {
1762 21,388 844 | 22,232
1763} 23,519- 1 2,156 | 25,675
17641 14,932 | 8,661 | 235593
Average of g years be
fore the bounty, 235201 | 1,847 ] 25,048

In the year — 1765| 14,587 | 17,030 | 31,617
1766] 35,552 | 24555 | 60,107

1767] 12,004 | 12,618 | 24,712

1768| 16,640 | 23,252 | 39,8092

17691 11,286 | 25,847 37,133

1770, 22,891 | 23,655 | 46,546

© 1771 12,952 | 26,555 39-507

: 1772] 10,445 | 349241 | 44,686

77{} 135471 | 40,539 | 54,010
(Averageof g years af. \— =
ter the bounty, 16,657 | 25,365 | 42,022

Import of herrin dgs in the nine years fince the

bounty exceed the preceding . period in * 1 s d.
155,156 barrels. Value at fifteen ﬂullmgs - 5
per barrel, 116,367 18 3
Export lefs by 16,357 barrcls, at twenty
{hillings per barrel, 16,357 15 ©
Lofs alfo on the export and lmport. of dry
cod, 1,298 cwt..at 14s. per cwt. ~ [ 973 10 ©
Ditto on barzelled cod, —- 364 17 6
134,063 13 9

Hake 95566 cwt. at fiftecn fhillings par cwt. 7,115 1 3
Salmon 1,108 tons, at twelve pounds perton, 14,200 © ©
Mackarel, 2,666 barrels at twenty fhillings ;

per barrel, — 2,666 o ©
Increafed import fince the bounty, *158,604 15 ©
% i " . P —'—“—“-_‘——_

Imported.

* Manufcript report of the fifb commitiee, 1778, communicated
by the Right Hon, William Burton,
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Imported herrings for home confumption are from Scot-
land, for foreign ufe from Sweden. The former twenty fhil-
lings a barrel.  ‘I'he latter from fourteen to fixteen fhillings.
And their own from fixteen to twenty fhillings.

Prices of other forts of fith- Dry ling from eighteen to
twenty fhillings per cwt. Salmon from twelve to thirteen
pounds per ton.: Hake from fourteen to fixteen fhillings per
ewt. Dry- cod from fourteen to fixteen fhillings per cwt.
Wet cod from fourteen to eighten thillings per barrel .

A STATE of the FISHING TRADE of IRELAND,
for Nine Years, fince the Commencement of the Bounty,
- compared with the Nine preceding Years. {

]

Import in 9lImport in | Increafe DecreafeTotal lofsiTotal gain|
years to 1he| years to thel in laft 9 in Iaﬂjg ‘n laft /9 inlafl g
25th of 25th of {years. | years. | years. | years.

I Marcky 793\ Marchi764)

Herrings, barrels,} 379,631 | 224,475 155,155 171,514]
Codd, cwt. 4,875 3235 | 1,340 1,298
[Codd, barrels, 1,103 236 867 486
{Ling, cwt. 963 1,415 1
Salm,on, tuns, 149 166 4,5; ”
Hake, cwt. L 57
Mackarel,barrels, 128 128
\Excport inlaffE-cportinfirf} :
9 years. 9 years, =
* [Herrings, barrels,) 34,986 51,344 16,357
almon, ton, 2,789 4,084 1,125] 1,108
ake, cwt, 8,617 18,241 94623 9,566 .
jng, cwt, 41 47% 61
Mackarel, barrels,| %249 6,043 2,794 2,666
odd, cwt, Z I g § 42
Codd, barrels, % 472 91; 381
3 ; i ok L s. 4
Amount of premiums paid to fithing buffes in
the:lak nine years, .- — L. 47,062 6 5
Ditto-to-exported fith, — 1,265 4 7
vy spadiid) 48,328 4 7

Before T quit this article of Irifh fitheries, I fhall obferve
that next to the cultivation of Jand there is no objeét in their
) » . i) national
" % Manufript Report Com. communicated by the Right Hon,
William Burtei, e
R 7 IR SR LA - ey e
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national cconomy of fo much importance. No manufa&ures,
no trade can be of half the confequence to Ireland, that many
of her fitheries might prove if encouraged with judgment.
There is no undertaking whatever in which a fmall capital
goes fo far; nor any in which the largeft will pay fucl ample °
profits. Scotland has the herrings fomewhat earlier, but
they come in good time to Ireland for the Mediterranean
trade, and in a plenty that ought to make their capture a fa-
vourite objet. The bounties hitherto given have been fo far
from anfwering that they have in fome refpe@s done mif-
chief. Iwas prefent more than once at the meetings of the
fithery committee of the Irith houfe of commons, and ] found
them making anxious enquiries how to avoid great frauds,
from which I found that notorious ones had been committed ;
this is the great misfortune of bounties when they are not
given with great judgment and care. Relative to the fi-
{eries the profit is fo great, that all acquainted with them
will epgage as far as their capital will admit, whatever boun-
ties are given therefore fhould not be with a view to inftigate
men pofleffed of capital, for they do not exift, but to put ca-
pitals into the hands of thofe who will certainly make nfe of
them. Itappeared in the minutes of the Loch Swilly fithery
that one baat and the nets fufficient coft 20l. ; the beft boun-
ty would be to give boats and nets to men ufed to the filhery,
becaufe few are able to buy or build them. To give a pre-
mium on the export of the herrings or upon the tonnage of
the boats will not anfwer, for it fuppofes them aGually taken,
and built, that is, it fuppofes the very difficulty got over
which want of money makes perpetual. Before the boat is in
the fithery it muft be built, and before the fifh are exported
they muft be taken, thofe who have money to do either will go
to work without any bounty, the profit alene being fufficient.
In countries fo very poor, the firlt fteps in fuch undertakings
are the moft difficult; and to afkft in overcoming the early
difficuldies is what the legiflature fthould aim at. Giving boats
and nets to men that would certainly ufe them does this, and
would be produéive of great national good ; always fuppofing
that frauds and jobbing are guarded againft ; if they are per-
mitted to creep in, as in giving {pinning wheels, the mifchief
would be far more than the benefit. 20,co0l. per annum thus
<xpended would give 1000 boats, which would foon accumu-
late to a vaft number, and if the effect was fo greatas to find
the herrings regorge in the home market, then would be the
time to drive them out by a bounty on the export, if their own
cheapnefs did not bring the effe& without-it. 1 am far from
recommending a new {yftem of bounties upon an obje& that
had not received them before, they have been long given or
jobbed, all I mean is, that if the public is burthened with fuch
payments, care fhould be taken that they are given in the mode
that promifes to be moft advantageous.

e : EMBARGOES.
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EMBARGOES.

OF all the reftri®ions which England hasat different times
moft impoliticly laid upon the trade of Ireland, there is none
more obnoxious than the embargoes on their provifion trade.
The prohibitions on the export of woollens, and various other
articles, have this pretence at leaft in their favoar, that they
are advantageous to fimilar manufa&ures in England ; and
Ireland has long been trained to the facrifice of her national
advantage as a dependant country ; butin refpe& to embar-
goes even this fhallow pretence is wanting ; a whale kingdom
1s facrificed and plundered, not to enrich England, but three
«ar four London contracors! a {pecies of men of an odious caft
as thriving only on the ruin and defolation of their country.
e is well known that all the embargoes that have ever been 14
have been for the profit of thcfae-rlgcllows, and that the govern-
ment has not profited a fhilling by them. Whenever the affairs
of Ireland come thoroughly to be confidered in England a new
fyftem in this refpe® muft be embraced. It may not be
proper for the crown dire&tly to give up the prerogative of
laying them ; but it ought never to be exerted in the cafes,
and with the views with which we have feen it ufed. "The
fingle circumftance of facrificing the interefts of<a whole people
to a few monopolizing individuals in another country, is to
make a nation the bealts of burthen to another people. But
this is not the only point; the intereft of England and of go-
vernment is equally facrificed, for their objeé is to have beef
plentiful and cheap. But to reduce it fo low by embargoes
as to difcourage the grazier, is to leffen the quantity ; he in-
ereafes his fheep or ploughs more, or is ruined by his bufinefs,
which neceffarily renders the commodity too dear, from the
very circumftance of having been too cheap. A fteady regu-
lar good price, from an aétive demand encourages the grazier
fo much, that he will produce a quantity fufficient to keep the
price’ from ever rifing unreafonably high, and government
would be better fupplied. Another confideration is the lofs to
the kingdom by not taking French money, and fending them
to other markets ; if it could be proved, or indeed if the fa&t
was poflible, that you could keep their fleets in port for want
of Irifh beef there would be an argument for an embargo,
perhaps, twice in half a century; but when all experience
tells us chat if they have not beeffrom Ireland they will get it
from Holitein, from Denmark and elfewhere, is it not folly in
the extreme to refufe their money, and fend them to othér
markets. The Dutch were ridiculed in Louis XIVs reign for
felling the French, before a campaign, the powder and ball
which ‘were afterwards ufed againﬁ themfelves : but they
werg wife in {o doing, they had not the univerfzl monopoly of

iro
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iron and gunpowder, as of fpices, and if they did not fupply
the enemy others would, for no army ever yet ftaid at home
in the heart of commercial countries for want of powder aad
ball: nor will a French fleet ever be confined to Breft for
want of beef to feed the failors. Embargoes therefore cannot
be laid with any ferious views of that fort, but when contras
are made, the contractors gaping for menopoly, raife a cla-
mour, and pretend that no beef can be had if Franceis ferved,
diretly or indiredtly, and in order to make their bargains fo
much the more profitable, government gives them an embar-
go on thetrade of a kingdom (like alottery ticket'to afund fub-
fcriber) by way of douceur. T'his conduét is equally injurious
to the true interelt of England, of Ireland and of govern-
ment.

Before I conclude this fe@ion, I muft obferve one circum-
ftance, which though not important enough to fop the pro-
grefs of commercial improvement in Ireland, yet muft very
much retard it, and that is the contempt in which tradeis
held by thofe who call themfelves gentlemen. I heard a lan-
guage common in Ireland which if it was to become univerfal,
would efle@ually prevent her ever attaining greatnefs. i
have remarked the houfes of country gentlemen being full of
brothers, coufins, &c. idlers whofe beft employment is to follow
a hare or_a fox; awky are they not brought up te trade or manu-
facture ? Trape ! (the anfwer has been) TuEY ARE GENTLE-
MEN ;=—t0 be poor till doomfday : a tradefman has not a right
to the point of honour—you may refufe his challenge. Tri-
nity College at Dublin fwarms with lads who ought to be
educated to the loom and the counting houfe. Many ill
effe@ts flow {from thefe wretched prejudices ; one confequence
manifeft over the whole kingdom, is commercial people quit-
ting trade or manufaures when they have made from five to
ten thoufand pounds to Jecome gentlemen ; where trade is
dithonourable it will not flourifh, this is taking people from
induftry at the very momentthey are the beft able to command
fuccefs. Many quakers who are (take themfor all in all the moft
fenfible clafs of people in that kingdom) are exceptions to this
folly : and mark the confequence, they are the only wealthy
traders in the ifland. Thhe Irifh are ready enough to imitate
the vices and follies of England ; let them imitate her virtues;
her refpeét for commercial induftry which has carried her
fplendor and her powcer to the remotelt corners of the earth.

S ECTTION XXIL

Government Unicne
‘ I ‘HERE never was a jufter idea than that whih I had
occafion in another feéion to quote, that t!xe revolution
did not extend to Jreland ; the cafe of the hereditary revenue
¢ was
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was a remarkable inftance, but the whole government of that
ifland is one colle&ive proof of it. The revolution was a mo-
ment in which all the forms of government were broken
through in order to affert the firit of liberty, but Ireland
loft that opportunity ; meeting fecurity againft the Roman
catholics in the vidorious arms of king William, fhe refted
fatisfied with a government which fecured her againft the
immediate enemy. It is certainly more a government of pre-
rogative than that of England, and the law of the empire,
the common law of the land is in favour of that prero-
gative ; hence the abfurdity of proving the rights of Ire-
land in the details of common law, as Fitzgibbon and Me.
have done. Ireland from diftance and backwardnefs
loft thofe fortuitous opportunities which proved fo important
to the liberty of England ; fhe could not claim the letter of the
revolutiozn, but fhe could have claimed the fpirit of it.

The contribution of that territory to the general wants of
the empire is in two fhapes. 1. By the penfion lift. 2. By the
military eftablithment. The great liberal line for that king-
dom to purfue is to examine not only the prefent amount of
thefe articles, but what might be a farr eftimate for the future.
T'a come openly to the Englifh government with an offer of
an equal revenue applicable to whatever purpofes government
fhould find moft beneficial for the intereft of the whole em-
pire; with this neceffary condition that the military fhould be
abfolutely in the power of the crown to remove and employ
wherever it pleafed. To think of tying down government,
to keeping troops im any fpot, is an abfurdity. Government
can alone be the judge where troops are moft wanting ; it has
an unlimited power in this refpeé in England, and it ought to
have the fame in Ireland; the good of the empire demands it.
It is the fleet of England that has preved, and muft prove
the real defence of Ireland, and that ifland fhould take its
chance of defence in common with England. At the fame
time any apprehenfions, that they would be left without
troops, would be abfurd; fince it would be the king’s intereft
to keep a great body of forces there, for feveral reafons;
among others, the cheapnefs of provifions, which would ren-
der their fubfiftence comparatively eafy; alfo, barracks being
built all over the kingdom : another point which induce him,
is the afliftance their circulation would be of to the king-
dom, whereas in England they would be a burthen. But
the point might as well be given up chearfully, as to
have it carried by ‘a majoricy.in parliament. Penfions
have been always on the increafe and will be {o; and as
to the troops, government carries its point at prefent, and
ought to dofo, why not therefore give up the point chearfully
for a valuable confideration ?  As thefe things are munaged
now, government is forced to buy, at a great espence, the
concurreaca of an Irifh parliament to what is really neceﬁarl);i

. wou
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would it not be more for the public intereft to have a fixed
permanent plan, than the prefent illiberal and injurious fyf~
tem? The military lit of Ireland, on an averge of the laft
feven years, has amounted to 528,5441. to which add 80,000l
penfions, and the total makes 608,544, Would it not be
wife in Ireland to fay to the Britifh government——< T will
pay you a neat feven or cight hundred thoufand pounds® a
year, applicable to your annunal {upplies, or paying off your
debt, and leave the defence of the kingdom entirely to your
own difcretion, on condition that I fhall never have any mi-
litary charge or penfions laid on me; the remainder of the
revenue to be at the application of my own parliament, for
the ufes of interior governiment only, and for the encourage-
ment of the trade, manufactures and agriculture of the king-
dom. That you fhall give me a fpecified freedom of commerce,
and come to a liberal explanation of the powers of your at-
torney general, the privy council, and Poyning’s a&.” It
would be the beft bargain that Ireland ever made, ¢

If the government was once placed on fuch a footing, the
office of lord lieutenant would be that of a liberal reprefen~
tative of majefty, without any of thofe difagreeble confe-
quences which flow from difficulties effentially neceflary for
him to overcome ; and the government of England having
in Ireland no views, but.the profperity of that kingdom,
would neceffarily be revered by all ranks of people. The par-
liament of the kingdom would ftill retain both importance and
bufinefs, for all that at prefent comes before it,would then be
within its province, except the military, and complaints of
penfionlifts and reftri¢ted commerce. Perhaps the advantages
of a union would be enjoyed without its inconveniencies, for
the parliament would remain for the civil prote&ion of the
kingdom, and the Britifh legiflature would not be deluged by
an addition of Irifh peers and commoners, one.reafon among
others, which made the late Earl of Chatham repeatedly de-
clare himfelf againft fuch a meafure 1.

The great objec of aunion is a frec'trade, which appears to
be of as much importance toEngland asto Ireland ; if this was
gained the ufes of an entire coalition would not be numerous
to Ireland ; and to England the certain revenue, without the
neceflity of buying majorities in parliament, would be a great
objet. ~ But as to the obje&tions to a union, common in Ire-
land, I cannot fee their propriety; I have heard but three
that have even the appearance of weight ; thefe are: 1. The

Vou. II. N increafe

* ] have mentioned feven bundred thoufand pounds, but the
Sum would depend of courfe onr the liberality of the return, a
[free trade would be worth purchafing at a much higher rate,

+ The Earl of Shelburne has affured me of this fad; nor let
me omit td add, that tothat nobleman I am indebted for the out-
line of the preceding plan.
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increafe of abfentees. 2. The want of a parliament for pro-
tection againft the officers of the crown. 3. The increafe of
taxation. 'To the firft and laft, fuppofing they followed, and
were admitted evils, the queltion is, whether a free trade
would not more than balance them; they imply the impo-
verithment of the kingdom, and were objected in Scotland
againft that union which has taken place; but the fac&t has
been direétly otherwife, and Scotland has been continually on
the increafe of wealth ever fince ; nay Edinburgh itfelf, Wiich
‘was naturally expedted moft to fuffer, feems to have gained
as much as any other part of the kingdom. Nor can I upon
any principles think, a nation is lofing, who exchanges the
refidence of a fet of idle country gentlemen, for a numerous
race of induftrious farmers, manufadurers, merchants, and
failors. But the fa& in the firft obje&ion does not feem well
founded ; 1 cannot fce any inevitable neceffity for abfentees
increafing ; a family might refide the winter at London with-
out becoming abfentees ; and frequent journies to.England,
where every branch of induftry and ufeful knowledge are in
fuch perfetion, could not fail to enlarge ‘the views and cure
the prejudices which obftru& the improvement of Ireland.
As to taxation, it onght to be confidered as a circum-
ftance that always did, and always will follow profperity and
wealth. Savages pay no taxes, but thofe who are hourly in-
creafing in the conveniencies, luxuries, and enjoyments of
Jife, do not by any means find taxes fuch a burthen as to make
them with for poverty and barbarity, in order to avoid taxa-
tion. Inrefpe@ to the fecond objeion, it feems, to bear
nearly as ftrong in the cafe of Scotland, and yet the evil has
had no exiftence, the four-courts at Dublin would of courfe
remain, nor do Ifee at prefent any great protetion refulting
to individuals from a parliament, which the law of the land
does not give ;. it feems therefore to be an apprehenfion not
very well founded. So much in anfwer to objecions ; not by
way of proving that an entire union is abfolutely neceffary,
as without fuch a meafure Ireland might certainly have great
commercial freedom, and pay for it to the fatisfaltion of
England. .

SECTTION XXIIL
General State of Ireland.

IT may not be difadvantageous to a clear idea of the fubje&
at large, to draw into one view the material facts difperfed
in the preceding enquiry, which throw a light on the gene-
ral ftate of the kingdom, and to add one or two others,
which did not properly come in under any of the former
heads, that we may be able to have a diftin@ notion of that
degrez of profperity which appears to have been, of late
years, the inheritance of her rifing induftry.

il BUILDINGS'
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Thefe improving, or falling into decay, are unerring figns
of a nation’s increafing grandeur or declenfion: the minutes
of the journey, as well as obfervations already made, fhew,
that Ireland has been abfolutely new built within thefe twenty
years, and in a manner far fuperior to any thing that was
feen in it before ; it isa fact univerfal over the whole kingdom ;
cities, towns, 2nd country feats ; but the prefent is the zra
for this improvement, there being now far mote elegant feats
rifing than ever were known before.

R O Avtabinass

The roads of Ireland may be faid all to have originated
from Mr, French’s prefentment bill, and are now in a ftate
that do honour to the kingdom ; there has been probably ex-
pended in confequence of that bill, confiderably above a mil
lion fterling.

T O W N S.

The towns of Ircland have very much increafed in the laft
twenty years ; all public regifters prove this, and it is a ftrong
mark of rifing profperity. Towns are markets which enrich
and cultivate the country, and can therefore never depopulate
it, as fome vifionary theorifts have pretended. The country
is always the moft populous within the fphere of great cities,
if I may ufe the expreflion, and the increafed cultivation of

‘the remoteft corners, fhew that this fphere exténds like the

circulating undulations of water until they reach the moft dif-
tant fhores. . Befides towns can only increafe froman increafe
of manufadures, commerce and luxury ; all three are other
words for riches and employment, and thefe again for a gene-
ral increafe of people.

RISE or RENTS.

The minutes of the journey fhew, that the rents of land
have at leaft doubled in twenty-five years, which is a moft an-
erring proof of a great profperity. 'The rife of rents proves
a variety of circumitances all favourable; that there is more
capital to cultivate land ; that there is a ‘greater demand for
the produéts of the earth, and confequently a higher price ;
that towns thrive, and are therefore able to pay higher prices ;
that manufa@ures and foreign commerce increafe; the vari~
ations of the rent of land, from the boundlefs and fertile
plains of the Mifliffippi, where it yields none, to the province
of Holland, where every foot is valuable, fhews the gradati-
ons of wealth, power and importance, between the one ter-
ritory and the other. The prefent rental of Ireland appeared
to be 5,293,312). and for reafons before given, probably not
Iefs than fix millions,

N 2 M AN U-



196 GENERAL STATE.

MANUFACTURES.

Linens the great fabric of the kingdom for exportation, have
increafed rapidly.

L
The export from 1750 to 1756, in value
of cloth and yarn was, -— 004,479
Ditto from 1757 to 1763, e 1,166,136
Increafe, —_— —_— 261,657
From 1764 to 1770, — — 1,379,512
Increafe, — —_— 213,376
From 1771 to 1777, — 1,615,654
Increafe, — . 236,142
From 1771 to 1777, e 1,615,654
From 1750 to 1756, — 504,479
Increafe, 711,175
Thirty years fince 1748 greater than thirty
years before, by 810,548
COMMERCE »

Trade in Ireland, in all its branches, has increafed greatly
in twenty-five years ; this has been a natural effe from the
other articles of profperity already enumerated.

L
The Irifh exports to Great-Britain, on an ayerage
of twenty-five years before 1748, were, — 438,665
Ditto on twenty-five years fince, —_—— 965,050

Increafe, — 526,385

———

This greatelt article of her trade has therefore more than

doubled.
Ezxport to Great-Britain per annum for the laft
feven years, —_— 1,240,677
The preceding feven years, — 917,088
323,569

The
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The greateflt exports of Ircland, on an average of the
Iaft feven years, are

———— 1,615,654

Linen,

‘The produét of oxen and cows, — 1,218,902

Ditto of fheep, - zoo,gx 3

Ditto of hogs, 150,631

Ditto of corn —— e 64,871
3,250,471

Her total exports are probably three millions and a2 half.
The balance of trade in her favour muft be above a million.*

CONSUMPTION

A people always confume in proportion to their wealth,
hence an increafe in the one marks clearly that of the other.
The following table will fhew feveral of the principal articles
of Irifh confumption. ’

Years.

* Myr. Gordon, furveyor feneral of Mynfler, favoured me

with an aceount of the trade which made the total exports in
1772 te amount to

L s d.
5167159 2 o

The imports, — 2,147,079 3 2~
Balance, — 3,020,079 18 10
——

But the above table clearly proves that this is exaggerated,
for the exports not included in my account can never amount to
two millions.

If her balance, howewer, was not abeve a million, it aould be
impoffible for ber to pay 800,000/ in abfentees and penfions,
befides offices, intereft of money, We. €¢. 1o do that, and yet in-
‘creafe as fbe has done in wealth, it fbould be near 1,200,000 L.
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Beery aie and

2zars, plﬂ:rbqrrdr,rBran@, Rum, -Sﬂg‘er. Teay Jbs. \Tobacco, Ibs.| Wine,)

at 32 gallons) gallins. | gallns. |Mufom. tons.
1750 439,302 s 179,641
1751 700,908 130,306
1752 "2 513,266 191,566
1753 1 784,945 140,465
1754 987,122 166,555|* 3,574,037
1785 507,864 199,938}* 4:154,203
1756 13,572 815,887 163,693% 3,424,359
678,470 167,451
1787 | 10,949 § 511,682 A 104,926(F 4,769,975
1758 15,222 $34,697 1 117,111 4,958,721
1789 |- 16,517 820,91¢ i 129,6731F 3,662,246
1760 13,500 249,197
1761 | 18,837 341,975
1762 18,007 656,531
1763 22,099 691,027
16,447 543,717,

1764 28,935 637,037 913,1200167,013] 204.891) 5,725.777(4,685
1763 27,787 |757,10801,230,840]129,331] 236,908 4.431,80116,416|
1766 32,440 [651,943/1,480,697]133.249] 297,988] 6,049,270}5,936
1767 295487 [770,3191,667,540]133,829' 183,267) 4,083,379]5,683
1768 | 40,542 [685,6611,873,2731181,924 239,800| 4,346,769]5.786]
1769 | 45,452 1420,5842,100,419]183,337 1,007,693 4,842,19715,870)
1770- 38,439 1437,437(1,640.7911183,245|1,130,486| 5,445.942|5,129

Average,| 34,728 |526,726|1,558,097158,846] 471,576| 4.988,162(5.643

1771 | 44,104 [408,01112,035,188(176,024! 913,296 5,012,975|4:948
1372 47735 - 1374:744]1,973,731{188,260] 741,763] 5,525,849( 4,63«
1773 58,675  1510,025]1,704,557|201,109] 839.218 55231,714/5:4%5
1774 |+ 51,995 |395 740[1,503.086]171,347{1,207,764! 5,434,9245,709
1775 | 53,996  {556,13311,322,5061205,858] 1,041,517} 3,948:740( 4,695
1776 | 4 65,922 |403,706/1,888,068238,746| 680,526, 5,379,405|4:521
1777 | 4705382 {479,996]1,680.2331193,258| 704,221 3,916,409|4:646]

Average| ' 56,102 289,679'1,729,6521196,5001 875.472! 4.921.87214.941

1 Thefe tavo years are only of beer.
§ “The following years differ in another accaunt, Com.
TJour- vgle 14 porgrs

gallons.

anb:_rmr 1757 Rum, 513,193

! 1758 ~——— 618,045
' 1759 ~—— 903,809

1760 —— 275,732

1761 ~—— 370,011

+ Commons fournal, wol. 11. p. 179. -
W 1bid. p. 180.
1 1bid. p. 169.
* Ibid. p. 160-
& Commons journals, o, 2318,
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The articles of beer, rum, and fugar, are greatly increaf-
ed; tea quadrupled ; wine having leflened, is certainly owing
to the increafed fobriety of the kingdom, which muft have
made a difference in the import. The imports of filks and
woollen goods given on a former occafion, fpoke the fame
language of increafed confumption.

.

S P ECGIHT I

The fpecie of Ireland, gold and filver, is calculated by the
Dublin bankers at 1,600,000

POPULATION,

This article, which in fo many treatifes is reckoned to be
the only obje& worth attention, I put the laft of all, not as
being unimportant, but depending totally on the preceding
articles. It is perfeétly needlefs to fpeak of population, after
thewing that agricultare is improved, manufadures and com-
merce increafed, and the genera] appearance of the kingdom
carrying the face of a rifing profperity ; it follows inevitably
from all this, that the people muft have increafed ; and ac-
cordingly the information, from cne end of the ifland to the
other, confirmed it: but no country thould wifh for popula-
tion in the firft inftance, let it flow from an increafe of induftry
and employment, and it will be valuable; but population
that arifes, fuppofing it poflible, without it,.fuch a caufe would,
inftead of being valuable, prove ufelefs, probably pernicious :
population therefore, fingly taken, ought never to be an en-
quiry at all ; there is not even any firength refulting from
numbers without wealth, to arm, fupport, pay, and di?cip]ine
them. The hearth tax in 1778 produced 61,6461, which
cannot indicate a lefs population, exceptions included, than
three millions, The minutes of fouls, per cabbin, at Caftle
Caldwell, Drumoland, and Kilfane, gave 6 and 6.

Upon the whole, we may fafely determine, that judging by
thofe appearances and circumftances which have been gene-
rally agreed to mark the profperity or declenfion of a conntry,
that Ireland has fince the year 1748 made as grcat advances as
could poflibly be expe@ed, perhaps greater than any other
country in Europe y :

Since that period her linen exports have jult TresLED.

Her general exports to Great Britain more than pousLED.

The rental of the kingdom pousLED.

And I may add, that her linen and general exports have in.
creafed proportionably to this in the laft feven years, confe-
quently her wealth is at prefent on a like increafe.

SECTION
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S ECTION XXIV,

State of Ireland, brought down to the End of the Year 1979—Di-
fireffes—Free Trade—Obfervations— Armed Afociations.

T HE preceding {e&ions have been written near a twelve-
month, events have fince happened which are of an im-
portance that will not permit me to pafs them by in filence,
much as I with to doit. The moment of national expe&ation
and heat is fldom that of cool difcuffion. When the minds
of men are in a ferment, queftions originally fimple, become
complex from forced combinations. To publifh opinions,
however candidly formed, at fuch times, is 2 moft unpleafant
bufinefs, for it is almoft impoffible to avoid cenfure ; but as a
dead filence upon events of fuch importance would look either
like ignorance or affetation, I fhall lay before the reader the
refult of my own refearches. !

Upon the meeting of the Irifh parliament in O&ober laft,
the great topic which feemed to engrofs all their attention
was the diftrefs of the kingdom and the remedy demanded—
4 free trade. 1n the preceding papers Ireland exhibits the
picture of a country, perhaps the moft rifing in profperity of
any in Furope, the data upon which that idea was formed,
were brought down to Lady-day 1778. I mauft therefore na-
turally enquire into the circumftances of a fituation which
feems to have changed fo fuddenly, and to fb great a degree,
1 have taken every meafure to gain whatever proofs I could
of the real declenfion in Ireland during this period, and I
find the circomftance of the revenue producing fo much lefs
than ufual, particularly infifled on, the following is the ftate
of it.

The greateft declenfion is in thefe articles:
In the years, , .} 1776. | 1777 j 1778. | 1379
: 1 Yol R =

Cuftoms inwards, 248;491 251,055 | 198,550 165,'802
Cuﬁomsoutwards,{i 42,488 | 35,8831 36,0271 31,717

Jmport excife, 152,238 | 153,727 | 131,284 | 106,070
Wine, /it 15,825 | 16,1341 13,497 | 8,933

The totalsare as follow, inc](zding the hereditary revenue,
old and new additional duties, ftamps, and appropriated

duties. : .

In the years, 1756. 1779- l 1778; [ w9 -
1L 1 1 L

Totals, 1,040,055 | 1,093,881 | 968,683 I 862,823

The
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The total decline in the laft year amounts to about one
hundred thoufand pounds, and from the particulars it appears
to lie .on the import account ; for as to the fall of five thou-
fand pounds on the export cuftomss, it is very trivial, thofe
diftreffes which have, by aflociations or naturally, fo imme-
diate an cffe@ in cutting off the expences of importation,
while exports remain nearly as they were, have a wonderful
tendency to produce a cure the moment the difeafe is known;
for that balance of wealth, arifing from fuch an account,
muft animate every branch of induftry in a country, whofe
greateft evil is the want of capital and circulation.

Generally {peaking, a declining revenue is a proof of de-
clining wealth 3 but the prefent cafe is fo firong an exception,
that the very contrary is the fa&; the Irifh were very free
and liberal confumers of foreign commodities; they have
greatly curtailed that confumption, not from poverty, for
their exports have many of them increafed, and none declined
comparably with their imports, circumftances marked by the
courfe of exchange being much in their favour, as well as by
thefe and other acconnts; this liberal confumption being
leflened from other motives, they are neceffarily accumulating
a confiderable fuperlucration of wealth, which in fpite of fate
will revive their revenues, while it increafes every exertion of
their national induftry. 1

In the years - I 1796. 1777. 1778. 1779.

count, cuftoms in-
wards, import ex-
cife, and wine du- $416,554 | 420,906 | 343,331 | 280,802
ty, added together
amount to thefe
fums, being, - 1
Cultoms outwards, | 42,488 | 35,883 36,027 31,717

In the above ac-“‘ 1. 1% 1L 1.

From 1777 to 1778, the cuftoms on their exports increafed,
but their cuftoms on imports declined above 77,000l. ¥From
1778 to 1779 the former fell 4,310, or more than a ninth, at
the fame ume the import duty fell 63,000l or a fifth ; this
difference in thefe articles is very great, and if all the heads of
the revenue were included, it would be more ftill.

It is not furprizing that the national debt fhould increafe
while the revenue declines. At lady-day 1779, it amounted
to 1,062,597). which is more than in 1777, by 237,171l

But the decline of the revenue has by no means been gene-
ral, as will be feen by the following table of articles, which
have been upon the rife.

In
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Inthe Years, — — | 1776 | 1997 1778 | 1779
' TR PR oy <Y

Ale Jicences, — 75272] 7,182{ 7,363| 7,511
‘Vézfs;‘tgo{frong wa-} 19,563/ 19,0984 | 20,823 20,298
Hearth money, — |60,966|60,580|61,646{ 60,617
"Tea duty refidues, 45404 4,590| 7,300( 5,747
Tabacco, — 58,046| §1,453147,698| 52,558
Strong waters, third, | §.659|18,586|18,782| 18,233
Stamps, - 19,725 20,784 | 21,174 21,316

. Hops, - 2,141] 3,984| 2,427| 4,012

All of which, ‘except the article of ftamps, are laid upon
the great confumption of the common people; whatever
diftrefs, therefore, is marked by a falling revenue, the lower
clafles do not feem, fortunately, to have fuffered proportion-
ably with the higher ones. But let us farther enqyire how .
far the declenfion of revenue is owing to an increafe of po-
verty ; and how far to a forced artificial meafure, that of af-
fociations for non-import. Thefe have been very general in
Ireland during 1779, and muft have had a confiderable effe&.
In order to underftand the queftion, the fa&s themfelves muft
be feen; the following tables will explain them. The reve-
nue of Ireland, is raifed chiefly on the import of fpirits, tea,
wine, tobacco and fugar.

Goals. | Mufeova-Bramdy. |Geneva.|  Rum.
do _/z'zgar.l :
[ Tons. | Cur. Ga/lom.‘Gal/ow. Gallons.

Inthe Year 17761217,938 238,746 [403,706,153:430(1,888,058
17771240,893| 193,258 1479,996/137:47411,680,233,
1778‘237,101 130,816 226,434, 144,438{1,234,502,
1779219,992| 145,540 180,705| 87,420 1,183,865|

Tea. Tea. | Wines of | Tobacco.
Bokea. | Green. |all forts. 1
-- e
. Ib. Tons. B,
IntheYear 1976 | 308,558 ,37:,968' 5,075 | 5,379,405
1777 1 359,475 | 344,726 | 5129 | 3,916,409
1778 1 336,470 | 479,115 | 4,319 | 3,620,056
1779 | 402,594 | 375,269 | 2,806 | 4,038,479

The great decline is in {pirits and wine. Tea hasnot fallen

upon the whole; and tobacco in' 1779 is’ fuperior to 1778.
Sugar fince 1796 is much fallen, but from 1778 to 1779 there
is arife. Coals are tolerably equal. The ftrongeft ciacum-

ance
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ftance is that of wine, which has fallen very greatly indeed.
The principal caufe of the decline of the revenue is to be
found in thefe imports. The remark I made before feems to
be ftrongly confirmed, that the diftrefs of Ireland feems more
to have affected the higher than the lower claffes ; wine, green
tea and brandy, are fallen off confiderably, but tobacco, bohea
tea, and mufcovado fugar, are increafed from 1778 to 1779.
This is firongly confirmed by the import of loaf {ugar having
falling while mufcovadohas rifen : theloafin 1776 is 8,907 cwt.
in 1777 itis 15,928 cwt.in 1778 it is 12,365 cwt. butin 1779
itisonly 5,931 cwt. Other inftances may be produced : im-
ported millenery, a mere article of luxury for people of fathion,
has fallen greatly : Englifh beer, confumed by the better ranks,
declines much, but hops for lrifh beer, which is drank by‘the
lower ones, has rifen exceedingly.

Hops. | Millenary. | Beer. '

ware.

Value.
Cavt. L Barrels.
In the year 1776 | 6,694 | 13,758 | 65,922
1777 | 18,067 | 16,881 70,382
1778 | 10,974 15,667 | 68,960
L1779 18,191 | 8,317 | 47,437

From this circumftance I drawa very ftrong conclufion,
that rents are not paid as well as they ought, and that
tenants and agents make a pretence of bad times to an extent
far beyond the fact. The common expreflion of bad times does
fome mifchief of this kind in England, but in Ireland it is
much more effeive, efpecially in excufes fent to abfentees
inftead of remittances.

The great decline of the import of Britifh manufadures
and goods, which is remarkable, muft be attributed to the
non-import aflociations bearing particularly againft them;
they have dropped fo much, that we may hope the Irifh ma-
nufa&ures, they have interfered with, may have rifen in con-
fequence,

New Old Muflin. Silk
drapery. | drapery. manufac.

ds. Yds. ds. b. .

In the year 1776 | 676,485 | 290,215 | 116,552 | 17,326
1777 | 731,819 | 381,330 { 162,663 | 24,187

1778 | 741,426 | 378,077 § 121,934 | 27,223

1779 | 270,839 | 176,196 | 44s507 1 15,794

In




g

204 PRESENT STATE
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~ In moft of thefe articles we find fuch a decline of import,
that there is no wonder the revenue fhould have fuffered. If
it is faid, that this decreafed import is to be attributed to a
preceding poverty, it will only throw back the period of en-
quiry into the years difcuffed in a preceding fedion, and from
wehich no national decline can by any means be deduced.

Some articles of import, however, contain fuch a decline, as
induces me to think there muft be more diftrefs than appears
from others, The following are the obje@s I fix on.

Cotton
Wedl.

Raw-

Silk.

Clover-

Seed.

Flax-
Seed.

Hbds. | Hbds.| Cot. |- 1. | Cwr. | .
Year 1776 | 24,077) 150 | 4,648 | 41,594 3,860 |20,345
1777 | 32613 359 | 5,988 | 54,043} 4,569|27:424
1778 1 37,211] 106 | 5,664 51,873| 4565185327
1779 | 20,459) 69 3,852‘29»633 1,345 | 4,552

Hemp-
Seed.

Yarn.

Mn/.vairl

Thefe are demanded by the agriculture, or the manufac-
tures of the kingdom, and are the laft that ought to fall.

The declenfion in the trade of Ireland is not, however, in
imports only, there is a great decline in many export articles,
enough to convince any one that all is not right in that coun-
try ; the following particulars will fhew this.

lard.

Beef. l Hidps. }‘I'allow.l Butter. l Pork. tH;g': Candles

5arrtlr.| No. IC@I. Cuot. barreh.} Cot. | Cust,
lathe Year 1776]203,685[108,574]50,5491272,411}72,714] 3,216 | 3,154
1777]168,5781 84,391(48,502/264,181 172,931 ] 2,981 { 1,764
1778|190,695] 79,531|38,4501258.144 77,6121 3,428 | 938
1779'138,918} 55,823 3,527 11,827

41,3841227,829 |70,06

It is fome confolation that hogs have not experienced the
declenfion which has attended oxen and cows. The article
beef puzzles me. I have been informed, that for thefe two
years, all government contra&s for beef, &c. have not been
entered on the cuftomhoufe books, by an order of Mr. Gor-
don, the furveyor general ; if thisis the fa& it accounts for
the heavieft articles in this declenfion. ‘The circumftance that
the export of ox horns has fcarcely declined at all; that the
export of ox guts has greatly increafed, and that glew has
rifen, would juftify one in fuppofing that fomething of this fort
melt have afteted the accounts of beef,” &c.

In
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Ox borns. | Ox gut:.l Glew.

Caut. Barrels. § Cawt.
In the year 1776 577 141 1,025
1777 338 243 1,215
1778 928 171 1,127
17791 896 350 | ni54*

I need not obferve, that the greateft export of provifions
from Ireland by far is to Great Britain, efpecially in time of
war : now the accounts which have been laid on the table of
our houfe of commons do not admit the fame coaclufions as
the Irifh accounts, owing probably to fome circumftances with
which we are not fully acquainted, if not to the identical one
I have mentioned. The following particulars are extradted
from the accounts brought in by Lord North.

IMPORTS rrow IRELAND.

Value of | Value of | Value of ;’alue of
beef. | butter. | tallow. | pork.

1. L. 1 L

In the year 1768] 55,802| 173,259] 52,557 | 28,609
1769| 55,107 260,357/ 45,635 | 18,544
1770] 51,695| 149,464| 44,928 | 22,240
1771] 64,072| 236,403 43,274 | 25,504
1772| 48,434| 204,810} 17,419 | 22,401
17731 45,364| 229,528] 43,230 | 30,198
1774] 46,064 211,152| 38,247 | 21,836
1775| 50,209| 245,624| 46,398 | 40,358
17761 95,194| 237,926| 48,072 | 42,737
1777] 106,915| 274,535| 41,695 | 29,575
1778} 106,202| 210,986| 39,209 | 37,981

As far as this account comes, for the year 1779 is not in it,
here is almoft every appearance of increafe, or at leaft the de-
cline where there .is any, is much too inconfiderable to found
any conclufions on. Let us examine manufa@ured exports
from the fame account.

I

* The preceding tables in this fefion are taken from a MS.
account of exp. and imp. communicated by William Edexn, Efg.
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Linen. Linenyarnraw. || ' Bay yarn.

Yards, | Values 5. ! Value. | Car. ‘Va.’ut.

Ta the year 1768 15,249,2481500,778 (14,794,926 209,778 21,043'47.41.6
1769/ 16,496,271 549,875 /4,107,478 179,702 119,332 43,580
1770/18,195,087 |606,502 | §,240,687!229,280 (19,903 144,864
1771,20,622,217 | 687,407 | 4,035,756 ,176,5641118,598141,894
1772{19171,7711639,089 | 3,608,424 157,649 {14,828(33,421
3773,17:876,617 595,887 | 3,082,274 134,869 111,073 24,964
1774 21,447,198 714,906;4,660.333,‘203,91| 12,54928,289
1775121,9164171 730,539 41363,582 190,906 |113,882131,294
1776.20,943,847|698,128 113,914,351 171,252 {| 18,091 40,778
1777121,132,548 704,418 13,198,437 139,931 | 17,897 40,269
-778i18,869,447 628,981 13»788,603“:65,75! 151053I33,87°
i

From hence we find that thefe articles have not fallen off fo
much as might from many reafons have been expeéted. Linen
varn has rifen from 1777 to 1778 confiderably, Cloth has
fallen, but not enough to give any alarm. From 1770 to
1771 in linen yarn was almoft as great a fall without any ill
effe@s enfuing. The following table contains the total export
from Ireland.

EXPORT or LINEN, YARN, &c.
: Linen Cloth. | Linen Yarn. ] WorfledYarn

V' Yards. Cewt. , Stones.

In the year 1776 | 20,502,587 36,152 | 86,527
1777 | 19,714,638 | 29,698 114,703

1778 | 21,945,729 | 28,108 122,755

1779 1 18,836,042 35673 100,939

‘Which does not mark any fuch decline as happened upon
the bankruptey of Mr. Fordyce. It is remarkable from thefe
two accounts how great a proportion of the exported linen of
Ireland is taken off by England, in the year 1776 it abforbed
the whole. Indeed it appears to have more than done it,
which apparent error arifes from the Irifh accounts ending at
Lady day, and the Englifh ones the 31ft of December. But
in order to explain this bufinefs as much as poffible, I fhall in
the next place infert the Englith account of all the exports
and imports to and from Iréfand:

In
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Exports to Ireland
of Englifly manu-| Goods and
Sfalture, foreign | merchandize|  Balance
\goods andmerchan-} imported | againft Ire-

dize, in and out of | from Ireland| — land.
time, and experted| to England.
Jfrom Scotland.

‘ 1 i 8

In the year 1768] 2,248,314 1,226,094 | 1,022,220
1769/ 2,347,801 1,542,253 | 805,548
1770 2,544,737 1,358,899 | 1,185,838
1771 2,436,853 1,547,237 889,616
17721 2,396,152 1,416,285 979,867
1773| 2,123,705 1,392,759 | 730,046
17741 2,414,666 | 1,573,345 | 841,321
1775] 2,401,686 1,641,069 760,617
1776! 2,461,290 1,654,226 807,064
1777 2,211,689 1,639,871 571,818
1778 1,731,808 1,510,881 220,927

In the year 1768, the export and import between Scotland
and Ireland is.not included, but in the reft itis. This table
is drawn from the accounts laid before parliament at the
clofe of the feflions of 1773, relative to the valuation here fol-
lowed of the cuftomhoufe, I fhould remark it has been fuppof-
ed, that the rea/ balance is in favour of Ireland, nothwith-
ftanding the valuation {peaks the contrary, and Lord North
in December Yaft gave this as his information to the houfe of
commons. But taking the account as it ftands here, it mult
evidently appear that the diftreffes which have come upon
Ireland within the laft year or two, do not in the {malle® de-
gree originate in her commercial conne&ions with England,
for during the laft nine or ten years her balance has grown
lefs and lefs. From 1776 to 77it funk 230,0c0l.; and
from 77 to 58 it fell 350,0001. If therefore Ireland was prof-
perous while fhe paid us a balance of 7, 8, and goo,co0l. 2
year, furely fhe ought not to be more diftreffed” under lefs
than a fourth of it? That kingdom muft upon the face of this
account-have had a fuperlucration of wealth arifing of lata
years upon this trade to a very great amount. But this ac-
count does not include the year 1779, of which upon the ge-
neral payments between the two kingdoms I have no other
authority than to mention the courfe of exchange. Mr. Eden
obferves (Four letters to the Earl of Carlifle) that during the
year 1778 and 1779, the exchange of Dublin on London has
vatied from g% to 7% par is 83 O&ober 27, 1779 it was at
6}, which is remarkably low, and proves that Ireland muft
have been accumulating wealth through that period. o

e
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‘The reader will naturally remark, that thefe are all exter-
nal authorities : fome of them feem to mark a difirefs in Ire-
land, but others fpeak very firongly a dire& contrary lan-
guage ; it remains to be obferved, that the interior authori-
ties have been much infited on. It has been afferted, and by
very refpc&able perfons, that rents have fallen, lands unte-
nanted, prices low*, people unemployed, and poverty uni-
verfal. The misfortune of thefe circumftances when pro-
duced as argument, is that they admit no proof. I afk for
figures and you give me anecdote: my lord this is ruined —
the duke of t’other cannot afford to live at Dublin, the earl of
A. has no remittances, Mr. C. has 18,000l. arrears. This is
a repetition of the complaints which the Englifh houfe of com-
mons heard fo much of in 1773. I am very far from denying
them, but only defire that afertions may not be accepted as
proofs.  They are national complaints when a new fyftem of
policy is called for, the palpable confequence of which is, that
they are exaggerated—fuch complaints always were, and al-
ways will exceed the truth. y

Let it not however be imagined, that I contend Ireland
fuffers none, or very little diltrefs: while we fee very great
diltreffes in England we need not wonder that Ireland fhould,
though in alefs degree, fuffer likewife. We fee the funds
have in a few years fallen 27 per cent. The years pur-
chafe of land reduced from 33 t0 23. The prices of all pro-
dués fallen from 30 to 100 per cent. Wheat from 7s: to 3s.
a bufhel ; other grain in proportion. Wool from 18s. to 12s.
all greatly owing to the fcarcity of money arifing from the
high intereft paid for the public loans: I can hardly conceive
thofe operations to have drawn money from the channels of
induftry in every part of this ifland, without likewife affe@-
ing our neighbour, much of whofe national induftry was, if
not fupported, at leaflt much aflifted by Englifh capitals, There-
fore, from reafoning, I fhould fuppofe they muft have been
fomewhat diftrefled, but the preceding fad@s will not permit
me to imagine that diftrefs to be any thing like what is repre-

fented,

* Fanuary 24, 1780. I bave this minute received from my
wery obliging friend Mr. Bolton (member for Waterford) the
following note : )

 Butter bas been bere (Waterford) all this winter at 42s.
per cwt,  Pork at the beginning of the winter 235, to 235, od.
[from that it rofe by degrees, and is now 26s. 6d. per cwt.”’ The
butter is very low, lower than for tenyears; but pork keeps up
its price. At Limerick the minutes fbew that 29s. 3d. is a very
bigh price, and that 12s. was the price only eleven years ago. 1
am yet in bopes, from an expreffion in Mr. Bolter's letter, to re-
ceive the price of other commoditics before the work is entirely

Sfinifbed at prefs.
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fented, at the fame time that they fhew it is in many articles
wearing out even while the complaints are loudeft. 4

Admitting fome diftrefs, and connecting it with the general
ftate of the kingdom rather than peculiarly to the prefent mo-
ment, I may be alked fo what is it ewing ? The preceding
fe&tions have been an anfwer to that queftion, but to bring their
refult into a very fhort compafs I thould hcre obferve, that
the caufes which have impeded the progrefs of Irifh prof-
perity are, .

1. The opprefiion of the catholics, which by loading the in-
duftry of two millions of fubje&s have done more to retard
the progrefs of the kingdom than all other caufes put toge-
ther.

II. The bounty on the inland carriage of corn to Dublin,
which by changing a beneficial pafturage to an execrable
titlage at a heavy expence to the public, has done much
mifchicf tothe kingdom, befides involving itin debt.

III. 'I“hc perpetual interference of parliament in every branch
of domeftic induftry, either for laying reftrictions or giving
bounties, but always doing mifchief.

IV. The mode of condu&ing the linen manufacture, which
by fpreading over all the north has annihilated agricuiture
throughout a fourth part of the kingdom, and tiken from
a great and flourifhing manufacure the ufual effect of being
an encouragement to every branch of hufbandry.

V. The ftoppage of emigrations for five years which has ac-
cumulated a furplus of population, and thereby diftreffed
thofe who are rivalled by their ftaying at home §.

V1. Theill judged reftritions laid by Great Britain on the
commerce ot lreland. which have prevented the general
induitry of the country from being auimated proportionably
with that of others,

Vou. IIL : (0] VII. The

§ This fingle circumflance is fufficient’ to account for any
diftrefs that may be found in the north. Men who emigrate are
Srom the nature of the circumflance the moft alive, hardy, daring,
bold, and refolute fpirits, and probably the mof} mifchievous alfo.
The intelligence in the minutes, fpeaks that language; it was e-
wery year the loofe, diforderly, avorthlefs fellows that emigrated ;
upon an average of twenty years the number avas four or five
thoufand; but from the great im‘rmﬁnf population of the country,
the number in the four or five years laft paff, would bave becn

reater. At any rate bere mufi be from twenty-five to forty thou-
Jand of the moft diforderly aworthlefs fpirits accumulated, much
againft their awills, at bome, and are fully fufficient to account
jfr wiolence and riots, much more for clamour and complains.
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VII. The great drain of the rents of abfentees efates being
remitted to England, which has an effe&, but I believe not
quite fo mifchievous as commonly fuppofed.

Is it upon the whole to be concluded, relative to the pre-
fent moment, that the freedom of trade now giving to Ire-
land, is a wrong meafure? I by no means either think or
affert fuch an opinion. In the preceding fe&tions I have re-
peatedly endeavoured to fhew, that no policy was ever more
abfurd than the reftriting fyftem of England, which has been
as prejudicial to herfelf asto Ireland ; but becaufe a meafure
is wife and prudent, is it proper to admit for truths fads
which do not appear to be founded? The queftion of poli-
tical prudence is a queftion only of the moment; but to ad-
mit circumftances to {peak a national declenfion, which prove
no fuch thing, is laying the foundation of future deception ;
it is bringing falfe principles into the political fcience, in a
point than which none can be more important, afcertaining
the circumftances relative to all future cafes as well as the
prefent, which prove the profperity or declenfion of a king-
dom. And here the reader will, 1 hope, pardon a digreffion
on the condu& of one fet of men in the prefent noife of dif-
trefs ; it is a circumftance in the ftate of Ireland, that fthould
make more impreflion upon the country gentlemen of that
kingdom than it does: they have united with merchants and
manufa&urers in the violent cry for a free trade, and they
have regularly in parliament promoted all thofe vifionary and
expenfive projeés fet on foot by interefted people, for giving
premiums and bounties, to the amount of above an hundred
thoufand pounds a year, and which alone accounts for the
whole of that national debt, and declining revenue, which
will make many new taxes neceflary. The Irifh are a grate-
ful and a loyal people, and will not receive this free trade
without making a return for it; that can only be in taxation ;
nay, they already fpeak in parliament of a return. Thus have
the country gentlemen of that kingdom been fuch dupes, as to
agree to meafures for running themfelves in debt, and have
joined in the cry for a favour, which I have fhewn cannot be
of any confiderable ufe perhaps for half a century, but for
which they are immediately to pay a folid return, and if that
return takes the fhape of a land tax, they have nobody to
thank but themfelves. What I would conclude from this is,
and would urge it as a leffon for the future, that it is always
for the benefit of the landed intereft To 8t QuieT. Let mer-
chants and manufa&nrers complain, riot, aflociate, and do
whatever they pleafe, but never unite with them, reftrain but
never inflame them. The whole tenour of the preceding mi-
nates proves that Ireland has flourithed for thefe laft thirty
years to an uncommon degree, 1 believe more than any coun-
try
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try in Europe. 'Was not this enough ?  Was not this a rea-
fon for being filent and (ill? Why fubmit to a temporary
diftrefs, rather than by loud complaints, bring the ftate and
fituation of your country into queftion at all?* Why demand
ufclefs favours in order to pay folid returns? = During the
whole flow of your profperity what have been the additional
burthens laid on you in taxation? Every country in Europe
has added to thofe burthens confiderably, England immenfe-
1y, but you not at all, orto fo trifling an amount as to be the
fame thing. Could your moft fanguine hopes picture a more
happy fituation ?  And yet to yourfelves are you indebted for
bounties on the carriage of corn, for premiums on corn
ftands, for ideal navigations through bogs to convey turf to
Whitehaven, for collierics where there is no coal, for bridges
where there are no rivers, navigable cuts where there is no
water, harbours where there are no fhips, and churches where
there are no congregationsi. Party may have di&ated fuch
meafures, in order to render government poor and dependent ;
but rely on it, fuch a conduct was for their own, not your
advantage, as the abfolute neceflity of new taxes will moft
feelingly convince you. Thus have you been duped by one
fet into meafures, which have impoverifhed the public and
burthened you with a debt; and becaufe another defeription
of men fuffer a diftrefs, in its very nature temporary, you
join in their cry to buy that, which if any good arofe from it,
would be theirs §, while you only are to pay the piper. Hence-
forward, therefore, execrate, filence, confound, and abafh
“the men, who raife clamours at diftrefles, whether real or
imaginary ; you know from the progreflive profperity of your
country, that fuch cannot be radical; weighty experience
has told you alfo, that you may have to pay for relief that
oes but imaginarily to others, in giving up your folid gold
or their ideal profits. Refle@t that the great period of your
increafing wealth was a ‘time of quiet and filence, and that
0:2 you

1 The affertion is not [oumltd on the following charge in the na-
ional accounts 1779, though one might prefume fomething upan it :

To the board of firft fruits for building new churches,
and rebuilding old churches in fuch parifhes as no di- L
vine public fervice has been performed for twenty
years palt, —_—

I am well aware of what may be bere faid upon the advan-
tage of landlords being in proportion to the profperity of manufac-
tures and commcrce : in gencral it certainly is fo, and always when
things are left totake their natural courfe, but when they rife above
the tenour of that [masth quict current, the conclufion may not be
7uft : all the meafures condemned in the text are forced and artificial,

6ooo
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you did not complain of poverty until you were proved to be
a golden objeét of taxation. Ponder well on thefe fads and
be in future filent. i

That the meafure of giving freedom to the Irith commerce
is a wife one, I have not a doubts but I muft own, I regret
its not having been done upon principles of found policy,
rather than at a time when it can bear the conftruétion, true
or falfe, of being extorted ; and this leads me to one or two
obfervations on the armed affociations, which have made too
much noife in England.

If ill founded apprehenfions have led the legiflature of Bri-
tain to do now what it ought to have done long ago, the ef-
feét is beneficial to both countries; but I cannot admit that it
is merely giving charity to a fturdy beggar, who frightens us
by the brandithing and fize of his crutch. To fuppofe that
Great Britain is at the mercy of Ireland, and that an Irith
congrefs may arife, fupported by forty thoufand bayonets, is
mere idle declamation ; we have the firongeft reafon entirely
to rejeét fuch ideas, because it could not poffibly end in any
thing but the ruin of Ireland; the very confli& would arreft
all that profperity which bas been gradually flowing in upon
her for thefe thirty years paft, and leave her expofed, a divi-
ded §, weakencd people, open to the attack of every potent
neighbour. What a fenfelefs, military mob, led by men who
have nothing to lofe, would wifh or attempt, may be doubted ;
but that military affociations, officered and commanded by
men of the firlt property, who. have not named a grievance
without redrefs following, and who have experienced more
favour from three feffions of the Britifh parliament than from
three centuries before.—To fuppofe that fuch men, baving
every thing to lofe by public confufion, but nothing to gain,
would fo entirely turn their back to the moft powerful plead-
ings of their own intereft and that of their country, is to fup-
pofe a cafe which never did nor ever will bappen.

Apprehenfions of any extremities are idle, but there is this
misfortune in a feries of conceflions, not given to reafon, but
to clamour, that they rather invite new demands than fatisfy
old ones ; and from this circumftance refults the great fuperi-
ority of coming at once to a univerfal explanation, and agree-
ing either to a union, or to fuch a modification of ome, as I
ftated in fection XX11. 4

In the next place let me enquire what degree of relief, (fup-
pofing the diftrefles of that kingdom to be as they may) will
refult from the freedom lately given to the Irifh in refpeé to
-their woollen and American trades, which will naturally lead
J me

2 b Thofe who are fo aild as Jor a moment to conceive an’ idea of
2his fort, muf? furely have forgot the Roman catholics in that king
dom. It would be cafy fo enlarge on this point, but for every rm;
lon improper.
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me to the queftion, whether any prejudice is likely torefult to
England. A9k
Whatever the diftrefs may be in Ireland, it appears that
thefe freedoms will not ftrike immediately at the evil, nor
bring any confiderable remedy ; they are general favours,
and not applicable to the diftrefs of the time; this ought to
be well underftood in Ireland, becaufe falfe hopes lead only
to difappointment. It was highly proper to repeal thofe
reftriGtions ; but it is every day in the power of the Irith
to render to themfelves much more important fervices. In
order to convert their new fituation to immediate advantage,
they muit eftablifh woollen fabrics for the new markets opened
to them ; thofe already in the kingdom I cannet fuppofe to
be exported for this plain reafon—they are rivalled in theie
own markets by fimilar manufa&ures from England, I mean
particularly fine broad clothes and ratteens ; if the Irith fa-
brics cannot ftand the competition of ours in the market of
Dublin, while they have a heavy land carriage in England,
freight, commiffion, and duties on landing ; and while the
Irith clothhas a great bounty by the Dublin Society to encou-
rage it, they certainly will not be able to oppofe us in foreign
markets, where we meet on equal terms; this removes the
expected advantage to mew fabrics, which, let me obferve,
require new capitals, new eftablifhments, new exertions, and
new difficulties to be overcome; and all this in a country
where the old eftablithed and flourifhing fabric could fearcely
be fupported without Englifh credit. It may farther be ob-
ferved, that the reafon why that credit and fupport have been
§iven to the linen of Ireland, isits being a fabric not inter-
ering with thofe of Britain, it is a different manufa&ure,
“demanded for different purpofes. Had it been otherwife, the
fuperiority of Englifh capitals, and the advantage of long
eftablifhed fkill and induftry, would have crufhed the compe-
tition of the Irith linen ; as in future they i/ crufh any com-
petition in woollens if of the fame kinds we manufa&ure our-
felves. When the capital of Ireland becomes much larger,
when new habits of induftry are introduced, and when time
has cftablifhed new funds of fkill, then new fabrics may be
undertaken with advantage, but it muft be a work of time,
and can no mere operate as a remedy to prefent evils, than
any fcheme of the moft vifionary nature. Their Weft-India
trade, 1 believe, will I believe be of as little fervice; every
thing in commeree depends on capital; in order to fend thips
freighted with Irifh comodities to thofe colonies, reloaded
with Weft-India goods, capital and credit are neceffary ; they
have it not for new trades; the progreflive fproﬁ:ocrity of the
kingdom has increafed all the old branches of their commerce,
but they all exhibit a proof that they are ftill cramped for
‘want of greater exertions, which time is bringing. If new

; fpecun
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fpeculations change the current of old capitals, the advan-
tage may be very problematical; if this is not done new trades *
will demand new capitals, and I believe it will be difficult to
point out three men in the kingdom with an unemployed
wealth applicable to new undertakings.

But it is faid that Englith capitals will be employed ; an
argument equally ufed to prove the gain of Ireland and the
lofs of England ; but in fa& proving neither one nor the other.
If the wealth of England is employed there, it will be for the
benefit of England. Before the prefent troubles three fourths
of the trade, induftry, and even agriculture of North-Ame-
irica were put in motion by Englifh capitals, but affuredly for
our own benefit; the profit was remitted to England, and
whenever the fund itfelf was withdrawn, it was to the fame
country. Is it for the benefit of Portugal that Englifh fadtors
refide at Oporto? Suppofing thefa@ fhould happen, that
Englith manufadurers or merchants fhould eftablifh fa&ors
or partners at Corke or Waterford, to carry on woollen fa-
brics, I fee not a fhadow of objection ; the profit of thofe un~
dertakings would center moft affuredly in England; and if
in doing it the Irith were benefited alfo, who can repine?
‘Were not the Americans benefited in the fame manner? That
England would fuffer no lofs if this was to happen is to me
clear; but I believe Ireland has very little reafon to expeét it
for many years. I have fhewn already that fuch a plan
could never be thought of for fuch fabrics as are in Ireland
rivalled by Englifh goods of the fame fort ; if it was to hap-
pen it muft be in zew fabrics: but let me afk a fenfible manu-
fa@urer, whether it would not be eafier for him to eftablifh
fuch amid{t the long eftablithed fkill and ingenuity of England,
rather than go into a country where the whole muft be 2 cre-
ation ;. where cheapnefs of provifions, and the habit of fub-
fifting on potatoes, at fo fmall an expence, would baflle his
endeavours for half an age, to make the people induftrious,
and where, under that difadvantage, the price of his labour
would be as high as in England ? - I have a right to conclude
this, fecing the factin the linen manufacture, throughout the
North of Ireland, where the weavers earn on average 1s. 5d.
a day, and where alfo the cheapnefs of provifions proves very
often detrimental to the fabric. :

As a general queftion, there is nothing more miflaken than
dearnefs and cheapnefs of labour. Artizans and manufa&tu-
rers of all forts are as well paid by the day as in England, but
the quantizy of work they give for it, and in many cales the
quality differ exceedingly, Hufbandry labouris very low pric-
ed, but by no means cheap ; 1 have in a preceding fection thewn
this, and aflerted on experience that two fhillings 2 day in
gyfolk is cheaper than fixpence in Corke. . If a Huron would
dig for twopence, I have little doubt but it might be dearer
than the Irifhman's fixpence. :

¢ : If
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If an Englith manufa&urer could not attempt an Irith fa<
bric for cheapnefs of labour, what other motive could influ-
ence him? Not the price of the raw material, for wool is
on an average forty-feven per cent. dearer than in England,
which alone 1s a moft heavy burthen. Other reafons, were
the above not fufficient, would induce me to believe on the
one hand, that the Irifh will not immediately reap any be-
nefit from Englifh capitals employed in their woollen fabrics ;
and on the other, that if it was to happen, England would
fuftain no lofs. What time may effe@ is another queftion;
Ireland has been fo faft increafing in profperity, that fhe will
gradually form a capital of her own for new trades, and I
doubt not will flourifh in them without the leaft prejudice to
Britain. Thofe who are apt to think the contrary, cannot
confider with too much attention that cafe in point : North-
Britain, which by means of cheap labour and provifions, has
not been able to rival, with any dangerous fuccefs, one fingle
Englith fabric, yet has fhe raifed many to a great degree of
proiperity ; but fhe has flourifhed in them without injury to
us ; and her greateft manufaures, fuch as ftockings, linen,
&c. &c. have grown with the unrivalled profperity of fimilar
fabrics in England ; if Englith capitals have been afliltant,
have we upon review a fingle reafon to regret it 2 The plenty
of coalsin Scotland is an advantage that Ireland does not
enjoy, where fuel is dearer than in England.

But let me fuppofe for 2 moment, that the contrary of all
this was fa&, rhat Englith capitals would go, that Ireland
would gain, and that En land “would lofe. Is it imagined
that the account would %op there? DBy no means. Why
would Englifh capitals go? Becaufe they could be employed
to more advantage ; and will any one convince us, that it is
not for the general benefit of the empire, that capitals fhould
be employed where they will be mof? produtive? Isit even
for the advantage of England, that a thoufand pounds fhould
here be employed in a fabric at twelve per cent. profit, if the
fame could make twenty in Ireland? This is not at all clear 3
but no pofition is plainer than another, becaufe itis founded
on uniform fa&s, that the wealth of Ireland is the wealth of
Lngland, and that the confumption in Ircland of Englifh ma-
nuiatures thrives exa@ly in proportion to that wealth. While
the great profit of the linen manufadure centers at lalt in
England, and while Englifh capitals, and Englith factors, and
partners, have gone to the North of Ireland to advance that
fabric, fo much to the benefit of England, what fhadow of
an apprehenfion can arife, that other branches of Irifh
profperity may arife by the fame means, and with the fame
effect? ‘T'ake into one general idea the confumption of Britifh
goods in that kingdom; the intereft they pay us for money 3
and the remittances {rom abfentee eftates; and then let any
one judge, if they can poflibly increafe in wealth without
a va({ proportion of every fhilling of that wealth at laft cen-

tering
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tering here. It is for this reafon that I think myfelf the
warmelt friend te Britain, by urging the importance of Irith
profperity ; we can never thrive to the extent of our capacity
till local prejudices are done away, and they are not done‘away
until we believe the advantage the fame, whether wealth
arifes in Rofcommon or in Berkfhire.

Upon the whole it appears, that the Irifh have no reafon
to look for relief from this new and liberal fyftem, to any dif~
trefs peculiar to the prefent moment ; the filent progrefs of
time is doing that for them, which they are much too apt to
look for in ftatutesy regulations and repeals. Their diftrefs
will moft affuredly be only temporary. The increafe of wealth,
which has for fome time been flowing into that kingdom, will
animate their induftry ; to putitin the future is improper, it
muft be doing it at this moment, and he is no friend to Bri-
tain that does not wifh it may continue in the moft rapid pro-

reffion ; in thisidea I thall not hefitate to declare, that the «
reedoms granted to Ireland, whenever they {hall take effedt to
the benefit of that kingdom, will prove the wifeft meafures
for enriching this. That all apprehenfions of ills arifing from
them are equally contrary to the dicates of experience, and
to the conclufions of the foundeft theory.

MODES



MANAGEMENT or LAND, %c. 217

‘

MODES or AGRICULTURE

RECOMMENDED TO THE

\

GENTLEMEN or IRELAND.

HAVING been. repeatedly requefted by gentlemen in all
parts of the kingdom, to name fuch courfes of crops as
I thought would be advantageous ; I very readily complied
to the beft of my judgment with the defire; but as it is ne-
ceflary to be more diffufe in explanations than poflible on the
leaf of a pocket-book, I promifed many to be more particular
in my intended publication ; I {hall, therefore, venture to
recommend fuch modes of cultivation as I think, after view-
ing the greatelt part of the kingdom, will be found, moft ad~
vantagcous.

TURNEP COURS E

1. Turneps.
2. Barley.
3. Clover.
4- Wheat.

DIRECTTIONS

Plough the fleld once in Ocober into flat lands ;5 give the
fecond ploughing the beginning of March; a third in April 3
a fourth in May ; upon this fpread the manure, whatever it
may be, if any is defigned for the crop; dung is the beft.
About midfummer plough for the laft time. You muft be
attentive in all thefe ploughings thoronghly to extirpste
all root weeds, particularly couch (tritiam repens) and
water grafs; the former is the white root, which is under

ground,

® For dry and light foils,
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ground, the latter, which knots on the furface, and is, if
poflible, more mifchievous than the former. Children, with
bafkets, fhould follow the plough in every furrow to pick it
all up and burn it, and as faft as it is done fow and harrow
in the turnep feed.  The belt way of fowing is to provide a
trough, from twelve to fixteen feet long, three inches wide
and four deep, made of flit deal half an inch thick} let it have
partitions twelve inches afunder, and a bottom of pierced
tin to every other divifion, the holes in the tin thould be juft
Iarge endugh for a'feed to falt through with “eafé, three of
them to each tinj in the middle of the trough two circular
handles of iron ; the feed is to be put, a fmall quantity at a
time, into the bottomed divifions, and a man taking the trough
in his hands walks with a fteady pace over theland, fhaking it
fideways as he goes: if he guides himfelf by the centers and
furrows of the beds, he will be fure not to mifs any land;
cover the feed with a light pair of harfows.” A pint and half
of feed the proper quantity for a plantation acre: the large
globular white Norfolk fort, which grows above ground,
yields-the greateft produce.

As foon as the crop comes up, watch them well to fee if at-
racked by the fly, and if very large fpaces are quite eaten up,
inftantly plough again, and fow and harrow as before. When
the plant gets the third or rough leaf, they are fafe from the
fly, and as foon as they fpread a diameter of three or four
mnches is the time to begin to hand hoe them, an operation fo
indifpenfibly neceffary, that to cultivate turneps without it, is
pmch worfe management than not to cultivate them at all
Procure hand hoes from England eleven inches wide, and
taking them into the field, make the men fet out the turneps
‘to the diftance of from twelve to eighteen inches afunder, ac-
cording to the richnefs of the foil ; the richer the greater the
diftance, cutting up all weeds and turneps which grow within
thofe fpaces, and not leaving two or three plants together in
knots. Make them do a piece of land perfeétly well while you
are with them, and leave it as a fample. They will be flow
and avkward at firlt, but will improve quickly. Do not
apprehend the' expence, that will leffen as the men become
handy. On no account permit them to do the work with
their fingers, unlefs_to . feparate two turneps clofe together,
for they wil] never then underftand the work, and the expence
will always be great. Employ hands enoughto finifh the field
in three weeks. As foon as they have doneif, they are to
Begin again, and hoe a fecond time to correé the deficiencies
of the firlt; and for a few years, until the men become fkilful
in the bufinefs, attend in the fame manner to remedy the
‘emiflions of the fecond. And if afterwards, when the turncps
‘are clofed, and excluded all hoeing, any weeds fhould rife and
thew themifelves above the crop, children and women fhould
be fent in to pull them by hand. # ot >
DEINAG £
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In order to feed the crop where they grow, which is an ef-
fential article, herdles muft be procured ; as a part therefore of
the fyftem, plant two or three acres of the ftrait timber fally,
in the fame manner as for a twig garden, only the plants not
quite fo clofe, thefe at two years growth will make very good
fheep herdles, they fhould be 6 or 7 feet long and 3 feet high,
the bottoms of the upright ftakes fharpened, and projeéting
from the wattle work 6 inches, they are fixed down by means
of ftakes, one ftake to each herdle, and a band of year old
fally goes over the two end ftakes of the herdle, and the
moveable ftake they are fixed with: the herdles are very
eafily made, but the beft way would be to fend over an Irith
labourer to England to become a mafter of it, which he would
do in a couple of months.

Being thus provided with herdles, and making fome other
fhift till the fallies are grown, you muft feed your crop (if you
would apply them to the beft advantage) with fat wethers,
beginning the middle of November, or firft week in December,
and herdling off a piece proportioned to the number of your
fheep, let them live there, night and day, when they have
nearly eaten the piece up, give them another, and {o on while
your crop lafts: when you come to have plenty of herdles,
there fhould be a double row in order to let your lean fheep
follow the fat ones, and eat up their leavings; by which
means none will be loft. The great profit of this pracice in
Ireland is being able to fell your fat fheep in the {pring when
mutton almoft doubles its price. If you fat oxen with tur~
neps they muft be given in fheds, well littered, and kept clean,
and the beafts fhould have good hay. Take care never to at-
tempt to fatten either beafts or wethers with them that are
lean at putting them to turneps ; the application is profitable .
only for animals that are not lefs than half fat.

Upon the crop being eaten there is a variation of condu& .
founded on circumftances not eafy fully to defcribe, which is
ploughing once, twice, or thrice for barley ; the foil muft be
dry, loofe, and friable for that grain, and as clover is always
to be fown on it, it muft be fine, but if the firft ploughing is
hit in proper time and weather, the land will be in finer order
on many foils than after fucceflive ploughings. The farmer
in his field mult be the judge of this : fuffice it to fay, that the
right moment to fend the ploughs into a field is one of the moft
difficult points to be learned in tillage, and which no inftruéti-
ons can teach. Itis pra&ice alone that can do it. As to
the time of fowing the barley in Ireland I fhould mifs no
feafon after the middle of Fcbruary if I had my land in or~
der. Sow three quarters of a barrel, or a barrel and quarter
of barley to the plantation acre, according to the richnefs of
the land, if it had a moderate manuring for turneps, and fed
with fat theep, three quarters or a whaqle one would be fuffici-
ent, but if you doubt your l2nd being ia heart, fow one and a
quarter. Plough firlt, (whether once, twice or thrice) and

then
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then fow and cover with harrows of middling weight, finifh-
ing with a light harrow. When the barley is three inches
high, fow not lefs than 20lb. of red clover to each plantation
acre, if the feed is not very good do not fow lefs than 251b.
and immediately run a light roller once over it ; but take
care that this in a dry day, and when the earth does not ftick
at all to the roller. When the barley is cut, and carried from
the field, feed the clover before winter, but not very bare,
and do not let any cattle be on it in the winter. Early in the
fpring before it fhoots pick up the ftones, clean off where you
intend mowing it for hay, but if you feed it this is nnneceflary.
As to the application of che crop for hay or food it muft be
dire@ed by the occafions of ‘the farmer ; T fhall however re-
mark, that it may be made exceedingly conducive to increafe
the number ‘df hogs in Ireland, as it will fingly fupport, all
quarter, half, and full grown pigs. If mown it thould be
cut as foon as the field looks reddifh from the bloffoms : it will
yield two full crops of hay.

Within the month of O&ober ket it be well ploughed, with
2n even regular furrow, and from half to three quarters of 2
barrel of wheat feed fown, according to the richnefs of the
land, and harrowed well in. When this crop is reaped and
cleared the courfe ends, and you begin again for turneps as
before.

This fyltem is very well adapted to fheep, as the clover
fattens them in fommer, and the turneps in winter.—Excellent
as it is for dry foils, it is not adapted to wet ones; the fol-
lowingis preferable.

BEAN COURSE~

« 1. Beans.
2. Oats.
3. Clover.
4. Wheat. ~

DIRECTIONS

WHATEVER the preceding crop, whether corn or old
grafs, (for the firft manure is properly applied, but unneceffary
on the latter) plough but once for planting beans, which
thould be performed from the middle of Deceember to the
middle of February, the earlier the better +, and chufe either
the mazagan or the horfe bean according to your market ; the
fingle ploughing given muft be performed fo as to arch the
land up, and leave deep furrows ‘to ferve as open drains.
Harrow the land after ploughing. Provide flit plancd d;al

~ poies

* For ffrong and avet foils.

+ In England it is proper toawait till the beaxy Chrifimas
Srojt breaks up; but as fuch are rare in Ireland the fame precau-
dian is not neceffary.
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poles ten feet long, an inch thick, and two inches broad,
bore holes through them exadly at fixteen inches afunder,
pafs pack-threads through thefe holes to the length of the
lands you are about to plant, and there fhould be a pole at
every fifty yards; four ftakes at the corners of the extreme
poles, faften them to the ground, the intention is to keep the
lines every where at equal diftances and f{trait, which are
reat points in the bean hufbandry to facilitate horfe hocing.
This being ready, women take fome beans in their aprons,
and with a dibber pointed with iron make the holes along the
ftrings with their right hand, and put the bean in with their
left ; while they are doing one fet of lines, ancther fhould be
prepared and fized ready for them. Near London they are
paid 3s. and 3s. 6d. a bufkel for this work of planting ; but
where they are not accultomed to it they doit by the day.
The beans are put three inches afunder, and two or three
inches deep. A barrel will plant a plantation acre. A light
pair of harrows are ufed to cover the feed in the holes, ftuck
with a few buthes. By the time the cold eafterly winds come
in the fpring they will be high enough to hand hoe, if they
were early planted, and it is of confequence on firong foils to
catch every dry feafon for fuch operations. The hoes fhould
be eight inches wide, and the whole furface of the fpace be-
tween the rows carefully cut, and every weed eradicated.
This ‘hoecing cofts, near London, from s5s. to 7s. 6d. per
Englifh acre, but with unfkilful hands in Ireland I fhould
fuppofe it would coft from 12s. to 14s. per plantation acre,
according to the lazinefs in working I have remarked there.
When the beans are about fix inches high, they fhould be
horfe hoed with a fhim, the cutting part ten or eleven inches
wide. A plate of this tool is to be feen in my Eaffern Tour.
It is cheap, fimple, and not apt to be out of order, one horfe
draws it, which fhould be led by a careful perfon, another
fhould hold the fhim, and guide it carefully in the center be-
tweentherows. It cuts up all weeds effectually, and Joofens
the earth two or three inches deep ; in a little time after this
operation the hand hoe fhould be fent in again to cut any flips
which the fhim might have paffed, and to extra& the weeds
that grew too near the plants for that tool to take them.
This 1s but a flight hoeing. If the weather is dry enough a
fecond horfe hoeing with the fhim fhould follow when the
beans are nine orten inches high, but if the weather is wet it
muft be omitted, the hand hoe however muft be kept at work
enough to keep the beans perfedly free from weeds. Reap
the crop as foon as a few of the pods turn darkifh, and while
many of them are green, you had much better cut too foon
than too late. You may get them off in the month of Auguft,
(in England the mazagans are reaped in July) which leaves a
fufficient feafon for haﬁ' a fallow. Plough the ground directly
if the weather is dry ; and if dry feafons permit (but you mttx’lt
. ¢
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be guided entirely by the ftate of the weather, taking care on
this foil never to go on it when wet) give it two ploughings
more before winter, leaving the lands rounded up fo as to
thoot off all water, with deep and well cleanfed furrows for
the winter. It is of particular confequence for an early {pring

- fowing, that not a drop of water reft on the land through
winter.

The firft feafon dry enough after the middle of February,
plough and fow the oats, harrowing them in, from three
fourths of a barrel, to a barrel and a quarter aecording to the
richnefs of the land. As the fowing muft be on this one
ploughing, you muft be attentive to timing it right, and by
1o means to lofe a dry feafon ; cleanfe the furrows, and leave
the lands in fuch a round neat fhape that ne water can lodge ;
and when the oats are three or four inches high, as in the
cafe before mentioned of barley, roll in the clover feed as be-
fore, taking care to do it in a dry feafon. I need not carry
tlie direcion farther, as thofe for the turnep courfe are to be
applied to the clover and wheat. s

The great object on thefe ftrong and wet foils is to be very
careful never to let your horfes go on them in.wet weather,
and in the forming your lands always to keep them the feg-
ment of a circle that water may no where reft, with cuts for
conveying it away. Another courfe for this land is, 5

1. Beans.
2. Wheat.

Tn which the beans being managed exadly ‘as before dire&-
ed, three ploughings are given to the land, the third of whick
cavers the wheat feed : this is a very profitable courfe.

POTATOE COURSE~-

. Potatoes.
. Wheat.
. Turneps.
. Barley.
. Clover.

. Wheat.
DIRECTIONS.

¥ will fuppofe the land to be a ftubble, upon which {pread
the dung or compoft equally over the whole field, in quantity
not lefs than 60 cubical yards to a plantation. If the land be
quite dry lay it flat, if inclinable to wct.nefs arch it gently ; in
this firff ploughing which fhould be given the Jatter end of
February

% For light and dry [uil; potatoes never anfwer on clays ar
Sirong awet foils. ; <

L

o
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February or the beginning of March, the potatoes are to be
planted. Women are tolay the fetsin every other furrow, atthe
diltance of 12 inches from fet to fet clofe to the unploughed
land, in order that the horfes may tread the lefs on them.
There fhould be women enough to plant one furrow in the
time the ploughman is turning another, the furrows fhould
be not more than 5 inches deeep, nor broader than ¢ inches,
becaufe when the potataes come up they fhould be in rows 18
inches afunder. The furrows fhould alfo be {traight, that
the rows may be {o for horfe hoeing. Having finithed the
field, harrow it well to lay the furface fmooth, and break all
the clods, and if the weather be quite dry any time in a fort-
night after planting run a light roller over it followed by a
light harrow. About a fortnight before the potatoes appear,
fhim over the whole furface of the field with one whofe cutting
edge is 2 feet long, going not more than 2 inches deep; this
loofens the furface mould, and cuts off all the young weeds
that may be jult coming up. When the potatees are three
inches high horfe hoe them with a fhim as dire&ed for beans
that cuts 12 inches wide, and go 3 inches deep, and immedi-
ately after hand hoe the rows, cutting the furface well be-
tween plant and plant, and alfo the. fpace miffed by the fhim.
Repeat both thefe operations when the plants are fix or feven
inches high ; and in about three weeks after give a hand hoe-
ing, dire&ing the men gently to earth up the plants, but not
to lay the mould higher to their flems than three inches.
After this nothing more is to be done than fending women in
to draw out any weeds that may appear by hand. Take them
up the beginning 6f Oéober, firt carrying away all the ftalks
to the farm yard to make dung : then plough them up acrsfs
the field ; making thefe new lands very wide, thatis 4, s, or
6 perch over, in order to leave as few furrows that way as
poflible. Provide to every plough from ten to fifteen men with
three pronged forks, and a boy or girl with a batket to every
man, and difpofe eight or ten cars along the land to receive the
crop, I ufed three wheeled carts, as they do not require a
horfe while they are idle. Have your wheat feed ready brined,
and limed, and the feedfman with his bdfket in the field ; as
foon as the ploughman turns a furrow, the feeds man follows
him clofe, {praining the feed not into the furrow juft opened,
but into the land L%rown over by the plough, the fork men
then divide themfelves at equal diftances along it, and fhaking
the mould which the ploughman turned over with their forks,
the boys pick'up the potatoes. In ufing their forks they muft
attend to leaving the land regular and handfome without holes
orinequalities, a3 there is to be no other tillage for the wheat.
They are alfoalways toftand and move on the partunploughed,
and never to tread on the other ; they are alfo to break all the
land in pieces which the ploughman turns over, not only for
getting all the potatoes, but al{o for covering the wheat. Ahnd

thus
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thus they are to go on till the field is finithed. If your men
are lazy, and do not work hard enoufgh to keep the plough
conflantly going, you muft get.- more, for they fhould never
ftand fill. The treatment of this wheat wants no dire&ions,
and the fucceeding crops of the courfe are to be managed ex-
a&tly as before dire&ted, only you need not manure for the
turneps, if the potatoes had in that refpe&® juftice done
them.

FLAX COURSE

r. Turneps.
2. Flaz.®
3. Clover.
4 Wheatd

DIRECTIONS.

This for flax on light and dry foils, the turneps to be ma-
naged exadtly as before directed, and the remarks on the til-
lage of theturnep land for barley are all applicable to flax
which requires the land to be very fine and friable ; I would
yoll in the clover feed in the fame manner, and the weeding
and pulling the flax will aflift its growth. ¢ Let the flax be
faved and ftacked like corn, threfhed in the fpring, and the
procefs of watering and drefling gone through the fame as in
the common way. This hufbandry is excecedingly profi-
table.

i, Beans.
2. Flax.
3- Clover.
. 4. Wheat.

This for firong foils. The bean land to be prepared for the
flax exadtly in the fame manner as before directed for oats.
1. Poratces. |
2. Flax.
+3. Clover.
+ 4 Wheat.

For any foils except the very ftrong ones. The potatoes
to be managed exactly as before direéted, only upon taking
them up the land to be left till {pring, but if wet no water to
be fuffered on it in the winter, In the fpring to apply more
or fewer ploughings as will beft enfure a fine triable furface to

_fow the flax in.

GENERAL
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

In very ftoney foils, the implement called a fhim cannot be
ufed to any advantage ; in which cafe the operations dire@ed
for it muft be effected by extra hand hoeings. By /and I mean
thofe beds formed in ploughing by the finifhing open furrows :
the fpace from furrow to furrow is the lend.

In ploughing wet foils be attentive to get thefe lands gradu-
ally into a right fhape, which is a dire€ fegment of a circle.
A large fegment of a fmall circle raifes the centers too high,
and makes the fides too fteep ; but a fmall fegment of alarge
circle is the proper form-—for inftance,

The fegment of aappears at once to be an improper fhape
for a broad land, butthat of 5 is the right form; keeping wet
foils in that thape very much corres the natural difadvantages.
Permitting the teams to go on to wet foils in wet weather, is
a moft mifchievous pra&ice; but it is much worfe in the
{pring than in the autumn. In all thefe courfes itis proper to
remark, that keeping the fallov? crops, that is the turneps,
beans and potatoes, abfolutely free from all weeds, and in a
loofe friable order, is effential to fuccefs. It is not meceffary
only for thofe crops, but the fucceffive ones depend entirel
on this condué: It is the principle of this hufbandry to baniIK
fallows, which are equally expenfive and ufelefs, but then it is
abfolutely neceffary to be affiduous to the laft degree in keeping
thefe crops in the utmoft perfe&tion of management, not a
fhilling can be laid out on them that will not pay amply.

There are in the preceding courfes feveral refinements and
pradices, which I' not only approve, but have pra&ifed, but
omutted here, as 1do not think them likely to meet with the
neceffary attention in Ireland.

Vol. 11, P LAYING
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LAYING LAND 10 GRASS.

There is no part of hufbandry in Ireland lefs underfiood
than this branch, and yet wlhere land is to be laid down,
none is more important. )

Begin according to the foil, with either turneps, beans or
potatoes, and manage them as prefcribed in the preceding in-
ftruétions.  If the land hasbeen long undér a bad fyftem, by
which it has been eshanfted and filled with noxious weeds;
take a fecond crop managed exaltly like the firft, but one
only tobe manured. After this fow either barley, oats, or
flax, according to the tenor of the preceding dire&ions, but
inftead of clover feed rolled in, harrow in the following feeds,
with thofé fpring-eropsa quantities for a plantation acre,

151bs gerennigl red clover, called cow grafs (trifolium
alpeftre).

s2lb. of white clover (Zrifolium repens )y~

45lb. of narrow leaved plantation,“called rib, grafs
(plantage lanceolata ) o \

10lb. of yellow trefoil. !

[ S =

Wh&ch if bought at the beft hand, will\not ufually exceed
above twenty-Eve fhillings. All the ploughings gived for this
end, ‘nuft tend to reduce the furface to an exadt level, but
then a\very corre& attention muft bewufed to dig open fur-
rows, igrder to convey away all water,

APPENDIX
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The following particulars were omitted under their refpective
heads.

D TETCR SuRe T

HE fhipping of this place in 1760 confifted of fixty=
feven fail, from thirty to three hundred and fifty tons.

7 of and above 300 tons, 18 to 20 men and boys.
21 | e 200 14 — 16
18 ———— 1Jo0 12 = 14
21 under — 100

Total, 10,820 tons.

In 1776 about two thirds of the above ; the decline owing
to that of the paflenger trade, and in the import of flax-
feed ; for eighteen to twenty years back, two thoufand four
hundred perfons went annually, not more in 1772 and 1773
than ufual.

C. O TR Ko 1

I was informed that there was no foundation for Dr. Camp-
bell’s affertion, that this city fuffers remarkably in time of
war *.

1

oAt @Ry iy il g o

Dr. Grew calculated what the real contents of England
and Wales were, not at therate of the geographic mile, but
real flatute fquare, one containing 640 acres, and makes
it 46,080,000 acrest, inftead of the geographic contcnt.of
31,648,000. Ireland meafured in the {fame manner, contains

P2 3 about

* Political Survey of Britainy wvol, 1. p. 243

+ Pbil. Tranf. No. 330, p. 266,
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about twenty-five millions of Englifh acres, or fifteen millions
and a half Irifh, which at nine fhillings and feven pence an'
acre;.mzake the rental 7,427,083l Thofe who confider this
attentively, will not think I am above the truth at fix milli-
ons, as all nncultivated bog, mountain and lake, are includ-
ed in the valuations.

RoE NS ARTEAS S

The rental of England is ftated at page 11 of the fecond
part to be thirteen thillings, but it is not accuratg to compare
that with the gs. 7d. Irifh rent. -The latter is the grofs rent
of all the ifland, including every thing /? or not, dedudions
being made for the portions of lake, bog, river, &c. But that
of England, at 13s. only what is occupied-by the farmers or
landlords, and does not include large rivers, lakes, royal fo-
refts, or common paftures (mountains, bogs, marfhes and
meors not to be excluded, as-they-are parts of the lands let,
from which the calculation was made). Upon a very large
allowance, if thefe are eftimated.at an eighth part of the
whole, the account will be 7-8ths of England at.13s. and
1-8th at nothing, ‘average r11s. 4d. per acre, inftead” of 13s.
the comparifon with Ireland then will be, :

Ircland rent and roads e 9 10
England rent it - 11 4
Rates, — —_— 1 2%
12 6k
. Irifh acre and money;  —— -;;—

‘Which for an Englifh acre and f’.’ngliﬂi money is, — § 7

Inftead of which it is 1zs. 61d. confequently the proportion
between the rent of land in England and Ireland is nearly as
five to eleven; in other words that fpace of land, which in-
Treland lets for 5s. would in England produce r1s.

DEANERIES ofr IRELAND.

Raphoe, — 1600 Down, -— 17€0,
Jerry, - 1600 Kildare, — 120
Ardtert,” — 60 “Achonry, -— 300,
Connér, —_— 200 Killaloe, — 140
Clonmacnoife, — .50 Offory ~— _ . 600
Corke, —++ - oo Kilmacduagh, = 120
St. Patrick’s, o= 800" Lifmore, = = o

306
. Ardagh,



APPENDIX 229

L ]

Ardagh, — 200 Leighlin, — 8o
Enly, — 100 Ardmagh, — 150
lemprc, 5 600 Waterford, —_ 409
Elphin, — 250 Chrilt church, — 2000
Rofs, —_— 20 Limerick, — 600
Killala, - 150 Cafhel, — 200
Cloyne, —_ 220 Clogher, —_ 809
Kiltenora, — 210 Tuam, —_ 300
Dromore, — 400 Ferns, — 300
Clonfert, — 20 Archdeaconry of Kells, 1200

I D L E N E -S8

La fociedad economica de Dublin ha levantado enteramente

de nuevo las lencerias de Irlanda; cuyos babitantes eftaban
JPofeides de gran indolencia. Han extendido fu agricultura, en
lugar que antes vivian de ganados y paftos, como los tartaros.
See the Appendice a la_Educacion Popular. Parte Quarta, p.
35. Madrid 1777, by Campomanes. .

FALL IN THE PRICE OF THE PRODUCTS
OF LAND.

Having in the preceding fheets, mentioned much diftrefs.
being felt in England from the great fall in the price of all
produds, I think I may be pardoned one or two obfervations
in defence of opinions I have formerly held, and which then
fubjeéted me to much cenfure from the pens of a variety of
pamphleteers!

From the conelufion. of the laflt peace in 1762, to 1775 in-
clufive, the prices of all the produéts of the earth were at fo
high a price, that complaints were innumerable. I havea
thelf in my ftudy almoft full of publications on the fubje&, and
parliament itfelf was employed more than once in enquiring
into the caufes. The fuppofitions of the public were endlefs,
there was fcarcely an obje& in the kingdom, which was not
mentioned as a caufe, jobbers, regrators, foreftallers; fample
felling, export bounty, poft horfes, ftage coaches, hounds,
&c. &c. but fome refpectable complainants fixed on great farms
and inclofures. During that period I more than on¢e endea-
voured to perfuade the public, that the ‘complaint itfelf was
not well founded, that priges were not comparatively fo high
as had been afferted ; that the rife was not owing to any one
of the caufes mentioned, and that a confiderable increafe of
national wealth was fully fufficient to account forit. .

In the years 1776, 1777, and 1978, prices fell confiderably ;
and in 1779 fo low, that very gencral complaints haveh.becg

ear
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heard of ruined farmers and diftrefled landlords, and at the
time I am now writing the faé holds, that there is a very
confiderable fall in all produés, and great numbers.of far+
mers ruined. I have the prices of wool now for forty years
before me,-and that which from 1758 to 1967 was from 18s.
to 21s, atod, is for 1779 only 12s. and was in 1778 but 14s.
We muft go back te 1754 to find a year fo low as the laft.
‘Wheat and all {orts of grain are greatly fallen *.

In addition to thefe fa&s let me obferve, that great farms
and enclofures are now as prevalent as ever. If they were
the occafion of high prices before, how come they not to
have the fame effeét now? But itis quite unneceffary ta dwell
upon a fa&, which at the firft blufth brings with it the moft
complete conviétion.

After the peace of 1762, there was a very great influx of
wealth into this kingdom, which had the eﬂ"eé%of nominally
raifing all prices, not of corn and cattle only, but of land
itfelf ; prices have ‘declined in 1776, 1777, and 1778, but
greatly in 1979. T am very apt to believe, that as the for-
mer dearnefr, as we-called it, was owing to pLENTY of mo-
ney, the prefent cbeapm{) is owing to SCARCITY; Mot to a
{carcity, generally fpeaking, becaufe there is a proof that
the fpecie of the kingdom was never greater than at prefent,
but toa fcarcity in thefe innumerable channels, which like the
{maller veins and ramifications of the human body, carry the
blood to the leaft of the extremities. There is no fearcity of
money in London, as I am informed by feveral very confi-
derable bankers and merchants, But why is it fo plentiful
there? In orderto be applied at feven or eight per ‘cent.
intereft in public loans. This eircumftance'itis which colleéts
it from every part of the country, from every branch of na-
tional indufiry,” and which occations the effe¢t now fo gene-
rally-complained of, a fall in all prices. The reafon why the
‘farmers are ruined, which is really the cafe with-numbers, is

: their

* The comparifin in geueral muft fiand thus : 1l
Wheat, 3s. to 35. 6d. which § years ago was Gs. to s,

Barley, 2. ditto - 3. .64,
Oats, 25, ditto 25, 6d,
Beansy 2s:v0d. 8035, ditte 30, 6d.
Wooly 125t 155, ditto : 165,70 25s.
Lambs, 65, " ditte ; 124"

2 Year old awvethers v01. awhich were 205, J
Eowsy sl to 6/, 7l. to 9ol

Hogsey' 200, 26s.

4 Year ofd fecrs, 3L 105 2o 5l 9l. to 10l.

Gk timbery 34 to 4l. 3l 105 f0 4l 105
A ditto, 21 20 2k g, 2/. 10z t0:3h
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their having taken tenures of their lands at a rent proportioa-
ed to high prices ; nor is this theonly circumftance, labour
oughtto fali’ with other'commiodities, but government: having
four hundred thoufand men‘in pay, and confequently to be
recruited, bids high in the market againft the farmer. Poor
rates alfo onght to fall, but there is fo much folly, knavery,
and infatuation, in every part of that abominable adminiftra-
tion, that I am not at all furprifed at feeing them rife, which
is the fa&t. Thefe three circumftances eafily account for the
diftrefs of the farmer. .

We may in future, I apprehend, expeét to fee more dccu-
rate ideas of what has been called dear and cheap rates of pro-
duds, and never more to hear of great farms, engroffers of
farms, commanding and monopolizing markets, or enclofures
condemned for doing that which we now find them fo utterly
incapable of doing, that the farmers are ruined and in gaol
for want of the power to effe& matters, for which they were
before fo execrated. We at lealt gain fomething, if the
prefent experience gives the lie dire to all that folly, nonfenfe
and abfurdity, with which the public was fo repeatedly pefter-
ed. And there is the more reafon for this, becaufe if fuch a
peace fucceeds the prefent war, as leaves us a wealthy and
profperous people, prices will affuredly rife, when that folly
might again be met with, if not at prefent difplayed in the
true colours.

1 know there are perfons, who attribute both the former
high, and the prefent low prices, to difference of crops, {peak-
ing much of plentiful and fcarce years ; 1 have been uniform-
1y of opinion, that the difference of produé, upon an average
of all foils, to be extremely {fmall, fo fmall as not to operate
upon price ; and even upon particular fpots the difference is
not nearly {o great, as to account for any confiderable rife or
fall. If this was a proper place I could offer many reafons
and fa&s for this opinion ; but if we accept the idea, then
there is at once an end to great farms and cnclofures as the
caufe of the rife, which are the two circumftances the moft in-
fifted on.

““ I have lately received an account of a large common
field in Leicefterfhire, which ufed to produce annually 8oo qrs.
of corn, befides maintaining 200 cattle, but which now in
confequence of being inclofed and getting into few hands, produces
little or no corn ; and maintains no more cattle than before,
though thé rents are confiderably advanced.” Dr. Prices
Supp. to Ubf. on Rew. Pay. p. 388. ¢ In Northamptonfhire
and Liccefferfhire, enclofing has greatly prevailed, and moft
of the new enclofed lordfhips are tyrned into pafturage, in
confequence of which many lordithips have not now 50 acres
ploughed yearly, in which' 1500, or at lealt 1000 were plough;

e
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ed formerly ; and fcarce an ear of corn is now to be feen in
forne that bore hundreds of qrs. and fo feverely are the
effeds of this felt, that more wheat had been lately fold in
thefe counties, on an average, at 7s. and 7s. 6d. the Win-
chefter bufhel, than ufed to be fold at 3s. 6d.” Rev. Mr.
Addington’s reafons againft enclofing open fields. ~ As enclofures
have fince proceedecf as rapidly as ever—Pray, why is wheat
down at 3s. 6d. again, if it was enclofing that raifed it
to 7s. 6d. : ;
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