Sgece Ui, The leader bas
regched the summit, and the
pecand man contemplares che
fimal pitcl,

by herb and jan conn

For those whe like to climb on
rocks, there is an unbeatable play-
ground  in South Dakora's Black
Hills. Here are the Hamey Peak
“"Needles'", miniature  mountains
with their rack climbing problems in
cencentrated dosage.

Every year mountain climbers from
the casc visiv us here briefly on their
way home from a wvacation in the
mountains. They are climbers who
like to climb -- who enjoy the subtle
movements of the body on good firm
rock and the challenge of steep rock
faces with plenty of thin air beneath
the feet. Looking for such experi-
ences in the mouncains, chey dis
cover that most mountain ascents
are nine-tenchs packing heavy loads
theough the underbrush or coiling up
endless scree slopes. And when the
summit cliffs are finally reached, the
climbers are not at their climbing
best due to bad wearher, alcirude
sickness and a cramped shoulder
from lasc night’s bivouac.

They usually vow to spend theic
next vacation climbing in the Nee-
dles. For here there s endless
opporrunity o explore che wermical
places wunencumbered with heawvy
pack and unworried by the vagaries
of the wearher,

Climbers usually like the coarse
bur solid granice of the Needles. Big
chunks of quanz and feldspar make
an occasional “"Thank God' hand-

held. Large mica projections make
good holds toe after vou pet used to
the mica bending under your weight.
Geologists zay the Needles were
formed by wearthering and erosion of
a wery old dome-shaped mass of
granice forming the core of the Black
Hills. Harney Peak, the center of
the pranite area, is the highest point
in the United Scates east of the Roc-
ky Mountains. For several miles on
every side of the peak there are
frequent  outcroppings of pinnacles
and erags. There are literally hun-
dreds of challenging summits from
fifty to five hundred feet in heighe.
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COme of the more massive outcrops is
Mr. Rushmore, where Gutzon Horglum
has carved the faces of four Ameri-
can presidents:

Some  of the arca is included in
Custer Srate Park while the rest,
except for a small cract ar Mr. Rush-
more  aupervized by the National
Park Service, is Black Hills Na-
tional Forest. Stare Roure 87 iz a
paved road winding through the
Needles east of Sylvan Lake, and
ocher climbing areas may be reached
from a good gravel road on the norch
side of Harney Peak. There are
tourist  accommodacions ac Sylvan
Lake and free public campgrounds ar
both S}'lvan and Horsethief Lakes,

Each of the MNeedles is different,
with its own unique climbing prob-
lems. Omn the Bell Tower, a bald two
hundred foot spire close o the
NEEdlEs-E}P& of ;'mn.st vl;a.r\d Ezmr.,
chimney climbing predominares. The
firse pitch 15 a vighe wriggle chimney
leading to cthe wop of a low spur
Then a short but very delicate tra-
verse on tiny holds leads around in-
to a moch wider chimney. This is
bridged by the back and feet to
reach another and higher spur. The
final pirch iz a face climb, high
angle and wery exposed, but well
supplied with holds afrer the firse
treacherous srep.

The finest climbs and the mast
spectacular  summits are in the
Cathredal Spires. Here one iz well
removed from the bustle of tourist
eraffic, and there is even an occas-
iongl graging mountain goat to em-
phasize the isclation. Balcony
Point, the southern peak of Spire
Two, rises sheer nearly three hun-
dred feet from the grassy valleys,
and che final pirch involves a wick-
ed pull up over an overhang with
this dizzy drop directly beneath you.
The Unapproachable, in the Six
group, iz a lean menster so rucked
away  among other pinnagles as to
be almost wnnoticeable. Hunting' ir
our amid the labyrinth is a good

‘Needles’
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exercize in route [inding and  the
climb o the summit 15 one char will

potten. Spire Une,
shown in the llusration, is pare

lon  wfeer w strugpele in the Indtial

noE soon bHe o

chimney: The climbing roure circles
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For those who like long elimba
diffienls all the wAY, rhe
dred fooe face of Curer Outler [nenar
the outlet to Sylvan Lake) will serve
o hile away o =srrenuocus  day,

Another group of i||||'r|--.-\.-iv-. rcka,

but much easier o climb; mre the
Elkhorn Mountain Erigs on the north-
east ridpe of Harney Peak. On ooe
of these summits we found an elab-
orate repiorer [isting nume
tora from a neschy guUest ran
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For' the most pare, though, the
Mepdles are not climbed as much as
thevy dessrye., The lure of the hi
peaks on to the West works & potent

magle during the long winter months,
Then wacation time rolls  arcund
sers- [orget
hill=. with themrr marc
climbing and return o t
sofourn  in rein-soaked comps ae the

e friendly
less rock

apain [

annunl

.rl_ld[ af even !-\.'\II'ILII.'T sSCree !r]LIFIL1!-.
Well, smange wro the ways of the
I untiinees!
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Just o ten wimute walk from the Needies Highomy, the Capboural
'|'lr.urr.'= affer a vartely of eltmbing,
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