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The trained sensibilities of a novelist or a poet may provide a richer
source of social insight...There is an intensity of perception in the first-
rate novelist when he describes a locale, a sequence of action, or a clash
of characters which can hardly be matched by those observers on whom
sociologists are wont to reljjhe literary creator has the ability to identify

with wide range of experiences, and he has the trained capacity to
articulate through his fantasy the essentials of his contemporaries. (2-3,
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"Custom has frequently been contrasted with lamd a distinction made
between societies which possess law in the sense of rules promulgated by a
single recognised authority and sanctioned by definite punishments, and
societies in which behaviour is regulated by traditional norms which are
simply 'accepted’ rather than sanctioned or enforced"

(" Sociology " ,T. B. Bottomore )
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Yo madeness is the false punishment of a false solution, but by its
own virtue it brings to light the real problem; which can be truly
resolved. It conceals beneath error the secret enterprise of truth."
("Stultifera Navis", "Madness and Civilization", Routledge, 2001, p.
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Bipul Khataniar :

A voice of the majinalised
Sazzad Hussain

The untimely demise of noted story-teller Bipul Khataniar on July 4 is
a huge loss to the world dissamese literature. Over a span of four
decades, Khataniar produced a unique literary style through his
narratives that were soaked in the moist soil of the region, resonating
with the tunes of Nature of all the slopes and plains of the Northeast
with all its vibrant folk cultures and colloquialism.

Through his short stories, Khataniar boldly narrated tales on matters
of various kinds, on which many writers dared not say anything. In
fact, he was ditrent from his contemporaries in treating such subjects
and telling them in a simple yet very bold language, and with absolute
clarity.

Though | have not read the entire works of Bipul Khatariar
has been a source of attraction for me ever since | started enjoying his
short stories in Bihu or Puja magazines in the last 10 years ©heo.
variety that is found in his world of stories is amazing and he
universalized any local -- mostly in small towns, remote villages or the
fringe areas, with a deep sense of humour and a masterly use of pun.
His world of stories dealt with matters that were either big or trivial,
but is always dérvescent with a deep concern for the most fundamental
issues decting humankind. His stories often end dramaticalhyeven
abruptly leaving a room for the readers to arrive at a conclusion -- a
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reflection of the riddle called life.

The most striking part of Khataniar literary genius is his
commitment for the most mginalized people. He is perhaps the first
literary figure of our time to give so much space to the most
unrepresented, neglected and even ignored or unrecongnised sections
of society His short-story collectionshariyaldangar Katha (2016) —
bears testimony to this fact. In other words, this short-story collection
is a microcosm of some of the most giaalized people of not only
Assam but the entire Northeast. He passionately tells the story of Sonti
Gariya of SivasagaNaga Raja Budheswar of Namsang Deomali, the
Char Muslims of Bhura-Chapori, Mapu-4nd Lallianmawaina of
Mizoram, Gopal Sapkota of Baghchung, Parth Ghosh of Bholaguri,
Haran Kundu of Rotowa, Bgang, Gaonburha Maneswar and Mehengi
Aiji of a riverine Mising village. Haji KurbarAli of Kalachara,
Hailakandi, Banikanta the carpentand the villagers of Ghariyandanga
in Mancacher -- all belong to a world beyond the mainstrédre.
historical anecdotes, starting from the arrival of Siu-Ka-Pha through
the Patkai range to the migration of the East Bengal Muslims, from the
pre-\aishnavite Borbhuyans to the coming of the Hindi-speaking traders
to Assam, and all the major events that rockedams public life in
modern times are narrated with multiple layers of local beliefs, folklore
and oral history through these individuals and their unusual ordeals.

Such diversity of content and setting as well as the rich haul of
life extracted from the most ordinary and mundance objects, are very
rare in the literature of contempor#@ygsam. Khataniar is also conscious
enough to allude to all the wrongdoings committed\&sam in the
recent past the ‘secret killings’, militancseligious fundamentalism
and sectarianism in his stories. Irregularities in tketeSZoo, the
poaching of rhinos, the police harassment on thgimaized over the
‘Bangladeshi’issue, the jingoism in uppé&ssam, are some of the
contemporary issues that have become subjects in Khasasiiaries.
Apart from these, nostalgic references to the village life with all its
follies and foibles, like hunting of a tigress with her cubs, the state of
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young widows in Satras, etc, also come out with a rustic and humble
touch in his stories. In fact, we find a distinctively ‘Khataniaresque’
style evolving from his writings.

Apart from his lively tales, Bipul Khataniar will be remembered
for his subtle essays on contemporary issues written as newspaper op-
eds with his typically humorous style. One of his memorable essays
comprised his take on the monkey menace in villages of dgsam,
in which hunters from Nagaland were brought to cull them.

Though, I met him only once, we had telephonic conversations at
different times. But, lately there were no such contacts and | was totally
unaware of his illness. For an ardent fan of his writings, his passing
away is a personal grief. But, fassamese literature, it is an irreparable
loss, as he formed a unique genre of prose.

Today on hisadyashraddha, | offer my sincere tribute to this great
story-teller and hope that Bipul Khataniar will remain a guiding star for
many a literary aspirant in this great land.

Published inTheAssamTribune, 14 July, 2021

(The writer is the HOD, English Department of Lakhimpur Commerce
College)
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Puta and me
Imon Kalyan

Lots of memories are scattered in my mind like it was yesterday
In those days when | was yet to go to school, | remember sitting in
the back of his scooter in the stary evenings and resting my head
on his back, often drifting 6fo one of the stories | made up in my
mind as he navigated through the busy roads of Guwafii.
coming home from his &@ite, and taking care of unattended
household work, Puta used to go out each evening. | used to
accompany him most of those evenings. On the front of the scooter
before his legs, he used to keep a bag of books, and on the back, |
would sit holding him like a backpack/e rode from place to
place distributing books and letters and collecting donations for
conferences and publications of Sahitya Parishad. Sometimes |
used to fall asleep on his back dreaming of floating with the stars
in my stories.

He had spent most of his eveningsA&’'s (my maternal
grandfather) house at Chandmatia's residence was a meeting
place for intellectuals like him. Most of the eveningsa's
drawing-room used to be full of people fond of him. Puta must be
a permanent member of his followeh$a was not only his father
- in-law but also a close friend and mentor to him. Puta had a
habit of discussing and consulting almost all decisions, Atdh
It was the end oApril 2020, the time of lockdown due to the
pandemic when Puta's health started to declineAtdywas also
very sick after his operation during that time. Due to the fear of

QY 1l (ST ==



infection and due to the lockdown restrictions, we could hardly
visit Ata.According to Put&ta is a person who would not survive
without the people surrounding him. He felt tAda needed
someone to

talk to. Despite everyone's restrictions, one afternoon, Puta rode
his scooter to visita. That dayAta suggested from his bed that
Puta should search about the Spanish flu dedtsfon livelihood.

That was the last afternoonAfta’s life.

Puta and Maa had a life full of adventurBlsey never failed
to full fill their responsibility and at the same time, they managed
their time and strength to do what they loved to do. Puta dedicated
a great amount of time andf@ft to studying. He always made
sure to have done an adequate literature survey before finishing a
manuscript. Sometimes he would visit places and meet people to
get inspiration or materials for his manuscripts. He adored his job
as a geologist. Perhaps because it made him travel to almost all
states of India. He spent plenty of time at villages across the state
of of Assam and North-East India. He looked for common and
indegenious people to understand their stories. He used to carry a
notebook all the time and scribble new words, experiences and
stories of the particular places. He would drew a picture of the
places he visited with the words in his writings. He knew people
from the diferent parts oAssam and other places in North-East
of India.

He involved us in his adventures. | remember traveling to
remote parts of places like Umrangshu, Namrup, Kalangpar
since | was five. | remember sitting on pstkip in the front seat

of the ofice jeep while traveling through those bumpy roads in
the hills. Later in 2020, when | taunted him for his driving skills
on the city roads, he proudly used to say "Don't question the way
| drive, | have driven trucks carrying water through steep slopes
in the hills".We used to stop at waterfalls, rivers, local viewing
sights, local markets, etc. in thosé@él field tours.The places
where we stayed were full of amazing things to explbhe.tent
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house, bed made of hdyamboo water pipe to bring water from

waterfalls, makeshift toilets made of bamboo, everything blew
off my mind.

Though economic conditions were unyielding, my parents
used to manage a tour outskksam, every yeakam thankful to
my parents that we traveled to Puri, Kolkata, Darjeeling, Mumbai,
Delhi, Nepal, and so many other places during my school days.
Puta had stories to tell us for every place we traveled.

Some of the stories were about the history of that place, and
some of the stories were from his training days at those places.
Our tours might not be that luxurious but were full of fun and
exciting experiences.

| remember spending a dajeeping on the railway platform
with my family on a tour to Haridwai his made me watch the
life of people living on the platform. | wrote a story about it and
got myself the first position in a story writing competition at my
school.The last tour with him was to Jammu and Kashmir

During that tourwe went to Baishnu Devi Mandir on foot.
He always walked ahead of us while climbing the hillokuta.
It was a great experience walking an entire night with the devotees.
Puta was not a believer in gods. But never failed to visit places of
devotion. Every place inspired him with a story and influenced
his writing. A life with him was a life of adventure. He always
wished to visit a foreign countridhaka was in the first place on
his bucket list. He used to ask me to accompany him to a foreign

country It breaks my heart not to be able to fullfill this wish of
his.

Puta has always been a workaholic. He was a great help to
my mother in the kitcheffhough we were not a fan of his cooking,
he tried to cook foods from ddrent cuisines which were
surprisingly too good most of the time. He used to do most of the
household chores like cleaning and planting the garden, cleaning
drains, fixing broken things, etc. by hims&lfhether it is cooking
food or cleaning a gutteine used to teach me all kinds of work. |
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made the first cup of tea in my life under his guidance.

One of the fondest times with him was the time when | tried
cleaning our water reservoir tank in the middle of the day and he
supervised from the ground, defying Maa's stern scolding to both
of us. In his last years, he taught me to ride a scddeeused to
sit on the backside of the scogiguiding me on how to move itin
the trafic. He taught me that one is truly independent when one
can do jobs of every kind irrespective of angénder or position.

He always kept his distance from the materialistic world.

He was a free-minded man and taught us, his children, to
have a free heart. Puta has lived a life full of adventures, exercises,
and tours. He was always willing to work harder than his body
can ever beaHe is not the kind of person who would like to live
a life cursing his iliness or old age. For a man as wild as him, it
was dificult to bear retirement. He was not involved much with
the sangathans after his retirement. Howeg®en a chance, he
would visit people of the sangathan fronfeliént parts oAssam.

He felt bad to stay indoors for a long time. It waddift to keep

him indoors even during his illne8&henever he felt a little better

he would go out to the publishing house to supervise the work of
the last edited book. He was writing articles for newspapers and
magazines even in his last da&fer his demise, we found in his
notebook written by him, "Even if | live, if | can't continue writing,
such life would be worthless for me".

He lived like a wild bird and left us forever when his physical
body had to be caged under treatment and care. He is a part of my
conduct, my beliefs and my growth. He will always be an essential
part of meQ

(Postdoctoral researcher at Ben Gurrion University of Negev, Israel)
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A short memoir
Joydeep Singha

“Come quick, they are waiting for the bus”, Imon called me hastily
after attending the B0convocation at IIT Madras. I, clumsy as |
still am, picked up an umbrella to avoid the drizzle and ran out of
the hostel in the same half pant and shirt that | would wear on any
typical day That was the evening | first met Puta as well as Maa,
at the bus stand near tAeimni office on the campus.

He firmly shook my hand and | had the feeling that he intended
to make sure that | feel his strong hands. | remember Maa was
smiling while Puta kept a straight face. On the nexi tayet
them at the hotel they both were staying near the Che padiki®
and spoke for quite a while. Initia)Jly was speaking in English
and Puta asked me in a sarcastic tone, “What is your mother
tongue?”. | slightly shuddered, “Bengali”. He smiled and started
speaking to me in fluent Bengali afterward. | was surprised by the
ease and fluency in his Bengali. Later as | got to know him more
personally | learned that although | might try to showf of
sometimes about Bengali culture (I fail almost every time), he
andAta (Imon’s late grandfather) were fdar more well versed
in Bengali literature and its cultural aspects.

Perhaps that is the general trait of a writer or an artist who
sought to be perfect in their art form, to know and understand the
different cultures and the tBfent facets of life through peopde’
eyes, ordinary people, like you, like me. In his stories, he always
added the elements from his experience and stories he came across

Qb0 1 (AETS *F



on his trips. In 2015, Maa and Puta visited Kolkata and stayed at
my home at Barasat after finishing the recording of Bladum.

My mother later told me that Puta always had a notebook in his
hand and was scribbling in it now and then. Imon informed later
that he infused bits and pieces of the stories of the people he came
across during that trip in one of his books.

In the limited time, | have known him and interacted with
him, | can easily say without a doubt that he always cared for
people with a good heart. He never cared for their materialistic,
flashy possessions. | found out that Puta was proud that | went to
Guwabhati alone with only a few clothes and my laptop, for my
marriage and told everyone, “Joydeep has come alone for his
marriageThis is what | did back then and now he will do to&t’.
our marriage reception, he wore the jacket my sister gave to me,
and afterward, he kept it with him because it became his favorite.
This is how he was, a writea master of his craft, a dynamic wild
person, whose values were always rooted to the ground. It broke
my heart to see him in declined health. | wish | had more time to
get to know him.

Now and then, | and Imon talk about him and think about
what he would do if we could bring him he¥ée imagine scenarios
where he would walk in the Negev desert and see the ways of
nomadic life of the Bedouins, or if he could roam around the Jewish
settlements in the desert. Oh, what incredible stories he would
have brewed with his brilliant talent.

(Postdoctoral researcher at Ben Gurrion University of Negev, Israel)
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