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ed our horses in safety; and hurrying down the
mountain, gave the alarm to the villagers, who
joined us in our flight across the country till a
safe distance was gained. Here I bade adieu to
‘my fajthfal guide, rewarding him as a man grate-

ful for the preservation of his life might be sup-

- posed to do.

“A few days later,” when the long-extinct
Hecla was again convulsing the island, and send-
ing forth its mighty tongues of fire and streams
of melted lava, I was tar away from the sub-

linie and awful. scene, thankmfr God I was alive’

to tel] the story, of my wonderful- escape froma
burning tomb.” . B

‘A PAINTER'S REVENGE.—A fter Gainsborough’s
mtroductxon to court, commissions for portraits
flowed iu so fast that, with all his rapidity of exe-
‘cution and untiring industry, he was unable to
satisfy the impatience ot some of his sitters. One
geutleman lost his temper, and inquired of the
painter's ‘porter, in a voice loud enough to be
overheard, ‘‘Has that fellow Gamsborouvh fin-
ished my portrait?” Ushered into the painting-
room, he beheld his picture. After expressing
s approbatxon, he requested it might be sent
home at once, adding, ‘I may as well give you a
cheque for the other fifty guineas.” ¢ Stay a
minute,” said Gamsborouvh ¢¢it just wants the
tinishing stroke;” and such was bis independent
spirit, that snatching up a background brush he

dashed it across the smiling teatures, indignantly |

exclaiming, « Slr where Is my fellow now 1”

INGENIOUS REVENGE. —-The followmg anec-
dote of HoraceVernet is amusing the Parisians.
The artist was coming from Versailles to the
city in tlie train. In the same compartment
with him were two ladies whom he had never
seen before, but who evidently were acquainted

. withhim. They examined him very minutely,

and commented upon him quite freely, upon his |

nartial bearing, his hale old age, - his military
pantaloons, &. The painter was annoyed, and
determined t6. put an end to the persccution.
As the train passed under the tunnel of St-
Cloud, the three travelers were wrapped in com-
- plete darkness. Vernet raised the back of his
hand to his mouth, and kissed it twice violently.
On emerging from the obscurity he found that
‘the ladies had withdrawn their attention from
him, and were accusing each other of having
‘been kissed by a man in the dark. As they ar-
rived at Paris, Vernet, on leaving them, said
‘“Ladies, I shall be puzzled all my life by the

‘inquiry, which of these two ladies was 1t that

Lxssed me?”

MR. Swnmumm, in hls new book is a.lways.

‘talking of scorching kisses, a,nd says of ore of hlS
: pecuha,r heroines:

.41 dare not always touch her, lest the kxss
" Leave my lips charred.”

One of his crities suggests that there is a paral-
lel to this in hterature, in the case of the well
Jknown monkey, who

¢‘Married the baboon’s sister.
Smacked his lips and then he kissed- her.
- Kissed so hard he raised a blister:
She set up a yell.”

. MUSICAL GOSSIP.

“ Norma,” as given at the Orient Theatre,
Madrid, with the sisters Marchisio, Naudin, and
Medml as principals, received incessant enthu-
siastic acclamz\tlons So both_public and those
artists rejoiced.

Gade's new work “Les Croises,” is divided
into'three parts—In the Desert—Armidée—and
Jerusalem—the subject being the dehverance of
that city.

Ruckens war lieds for a male quartet have
been sung at -Schewerin with gréat success and
they will soon be published in that city.

Berlin’s operatic attractions will be increased
by a new and very celebrated danseuse from
Italy. Sheis called Mlle, Girot

Mlle. Artot is reported to have excited great
enthusiasm at Leipsic by her performance of
Rosina—*I1 Barbiere”—and to have produced
immense effect thereby. . .

Malaga still revels in operatic delight from the
pelformance there of La Spezia, Bignardi and
Galcm, who are lauded immensely.

Rover yet traverses in opera, Northern qus-
sia and retains the success which marked his
Berlin campaign.

- Esser has published another suite called “ Le
Mmeur ” which is highly praxsed by Mayence
critics.

Meiningen concert glvers now restrict their
programme so-that all is accomphshed in about
nmety minutes.

Salvi, who manages Vlenna. g Court Opera,’
will try over Gelmany for cheup yet good choris-
ters. Merelli’s operatic season there commenced
with Rossini's “Mose,” the principal rdles being
taken by Giovanoni, Zaudrma, Corsi, Rota-and
Rossi.

- Trieste’s opera is up for a bidder, with a sub-
vention of 56000 florins in silver. The company
who commenced this season a.e now with
Merelli at Vienna. .

Mme. Beringer, from Dessan, is engaged for
Berlin’s Royal Opera.”

In & recent Gewandhaus concert at Leipsic, A.
Rubenstein’s “ Ocean ” symphony was perform-
ed with two additional movements—Adagio and
Scherzo—and beside that attraction they had a
new singer of high repute, Mme. VVel nicke-
Bndvemunn.

‘At Wiesbnden’s opera, Adolph Adam’s comic
opera, “ The Brewer of Preston,” has been suc-
cessfully revived.

In a recent “ Euterpe " concert at Leipsic,
Aver, of Hamburg, obtained enorntous aptlause
by his three violin solos and especmlly for Paga-
nini’s variations.

Alfred Jaell traverses Switzerland in triumph-
ant style-and his estimation there is exceedingly
high.

- Brussel’s “ Royal” opera prospers with “Lara,”
and “les Montenegrins ” so well as' to induce a
trial of “Mignon.” Mile. Daniele and Mons,
Jourdan are extravagantly praised.there.

Mme.. Balbi appears to be making ‘a. great
sensation in opera just now, before French and

.| German - publics,.and. is therefore salicited ear-

nestly to help out . feeble opera compnmes in
other parts of Europe, but she prefers to remain
with a company that suits her well.

Ernst Reyer succeeds d’Ortigue as musical
critic of i Journal du Debats, Paris.

In a recent soiree at Rossini’s, ‘Agnesé, Mlle,
Reboux, Albert Lavignac~and Theo. Lack were
enthusiastically applauded for their performance,
and two new tompositions by Rossini were suc-
cessfully launched with a verdict of merit as real
chefs @ auvre.

Haydn’ s “Seasons " would appen.r by some
Parisian criticismsto have been remarkably Well
performed at “1’ Athenee.”

Joachim is declared by some critics to have
eclipsed all preceding violin players in Men-
delssohn’s concerto, as played by him in that -
hall, but others. demur with complaint of his -
cold, unsympathetic style, and evidently con-
sider his popularity in Paris very short lived
because he lacks fire and playsin excessively
monotonous fashion.

There is dissent, also, to praise for Pasdeloup’s
direction of and the performance under his baton
of “The Seasons.” TPlain speaking critics de-
nouncing the whole affair in strong terms for
gross imperfections. All concur in praising
Duprez's daughter for her share therein.

. :

Those bold writers even dare to question
Adelina Patti’s asserted triumph as Gilda—
Rigoletto—and positively aver that her dramatic
ability does not attain rdles in opera seria.
Such audacity in speaking truth would here be
visited with a storm of abuse upon the crltlc.‘_
In Paris'it would seem that more freedom .is
allowed to criticism than in republican New
York. Those critics specify Patti's defects for
such music in clear language, and censure not
merely her evident lack of force in certain dra-
matic passages, but her mutilating the score by
omitting what did not please her fancy to exe-
cute. Nicolini had a positive success in the
Duke; so decided, in fact, as to place him next to
Mario. Villaret’s performance of Vasco di Gama
is highly landed by those critics, and now Paris-
sians aver that Meyerbeer originally designated
him for that role in a letter confided to Perrin’s
care.

“Mignon ” has a good run at1’ Opera Comique
and journals teem with encomiums upon the
principals in that opera—Galli—Marie—Cabel

-] —Archard—Couderc and Bataille. -

“Sardanapale ” is finished, and while in study
for Le Lyrique, has so far become known that
great lyric excelleude is ascribed to it by par-
ties cogmmnt

Bazzini, an emment v:ohmst has wntten an
opera called “ Taranda ® for the carnival season
at La Scala, which is expected to make a hit
there.

Mopleson’s new opera -house in Leicester
Square—London—is estimated to cost $500,000
in gold currency, but if so large as reported, will,
no doubt, finally cost, at least double that

‘amount.

Fraschini has been finally persuaded by the
Royal Opera manager at Madrid to sing * Rob-
erto il Diavolo” there with Penco and Selva.
He is now 8o far advanced that so daring a_ven-
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ture can do neither his voice or artistic reputa-
tion any harm, and if well paid for the risk he
can safely attempt what has cost so many excel-
lent tenors both voice and fame.

Many inappreciative hearers declare Verdi to
be the arch fiend who has ruined all Italian ten-
ors who pursued their lyric vocation in his op-
eras exclusively, but two of Meyerbeer’s latest
operas have ruined more tenor voices—that were
susceptible of injury from previous excellence—
than all Verdi’s tenor roles put together. Rob-
ert and Raoul defy Verdi's worst machinations
for killing chest tenor: voices.

Mlle. Vitali, on her debut, excited Barcelona’s
“Liceo” to enthusiasm usually surpassing all
precedent in that opera house by her perform-
ance of “Marguerita.” She wasencored in the
“Jewel Song” and called out so repeatedly and
‘with such vim that she was declared to ‘have
conquered the most difficult public for an operat-
ic artist, in all Europe.

In & grand soiree musicale given by Wolowski,
the sisters Pellini—soprano and mezzo-soprano—
made a distinguished success before a grand pub-
lic of Parisian beau monde.

Stockhausen the celebrated German singer
and director of Homburg's concerts, now tours
it among “Phjlharmonic” concerts along the
Rhine.

Dresden took kindly to “L’ Africaine” when
presented at the Court Opera, with Mmes. Krall
and Alversleben, and Degele and Ucko,as princi-
pals. The dances were got up alamode de Paris,
and Rietz, chapel master, conducted the opera
in excellent,style, :

Corespondents of Parisian journals speak dis-
respectfully of the music as now given at the
Sistine Chapel in Rome. They aver the great
rage in that city is * I’ Africaine,” notwithstand-
ing the indifferent principals who perform there-
in, Signora Langi, with a delicious voice, being
alone worth critical praise.

Mme. La Grua is commended at Les Italiens,
"Paris, more for gond acting in “ Saffo ” than for
vocal performance, and she created no special
furore in that role, because in that opera house
vocal is preferred to mere dramatic excellence.

Adelina Patti is said to have a sharp e);e to

‘fresh operatic laurels from performance of Ag-
athe—* Der Freischutz.”

Music everywlere creates sensation and occa-
sionally very unpleasant ones.

Liverpool’s musical circles are just now excited

with a fierce dispute between Signor Garcia—
husband of Linas:Martorelli, and Mons. J ullien,
who managed the euteltamments where she ap-
peared recent]y .

Bno'hton—EnO'Xnnd—recently enjoyed several
first class musical entertainments, one a classi-
cal affuir with the Monday Popular celebrities
the other Mme. Dolby’s ballad concerts.

There is gren.t coil in London musical circles.

‘about the performance of Handel's setting of

Dryden’s ode—* Alexander’s Feast,” at Syden-.

ham Palace, and the frank although severe crit-

ticism of H. F. Chorley upon Handel’s work™ as’

‘there done up.

At the~8tl.1 concert.of this season in that very
"populaz resort, there was.an unusually large at- |-

tendance because Arthur Sullivan’s new concerto
for violoncello was then performed by Piatti. It
received great and deserved favor, the andantino
being pronounced extremely beautiful and Piat-
ti }laying to perfection.

Beethoven's 7th Spmphony was then magnif-
icently performed with much other excellent
music in good style by that noble band.

At the 9th concert they started off with so
brilliant a performance of the overture to “ Mas-
aniello” that its repetition was enforced by shouts
of applause. They did full justice also to Men-
delssobn’s Scotch Symphony,”, and . F. Schu-
bert’s overture in the Italian style, No. 2, C ma-
jor, Wilhelmj was admired then as usual, but
Dipinski’s solo—*Concert Militaire ” did not sat-
isfy critics.  Dannreuther played Chopin’s
“ Krakoviak ” in a subsequent concert there.

Arabella Goddard’s Monday Popular Concert
excursion party are noted as swinging around
England’s provincial circles with great success.

English opera has yet one exponent left in
England if we may credit reports from that coun-
try’s interior towns respecting Mme. Lancia.
She is a “light, 'sweetly feminine soprano, deli-
cately tender in a love scene” by report of her
special admirers.

At Turin’s opera signal enthusiasm was ex-
cited by Pedrotti’s « Tum in maschera,” and
preparations are making for an opera “Il Cadet-
to di Gascogna,” by Ferrari, which h;ud good
success in (ienoa. .

Florence has now five opera houses in full
blast. They are calted National, New, Rossini,
Pergola, and Pagliano. :

Milan’s conservatorio mtends publishing a
new musical dictionary got up in grand style.

Bologna celebrates the second centennary of
her musical Academy on December 2, 8, and 4
with copious musical performance in the church
of St. John.

Mlle. Bieddel is reported as making a grand
sensation as *“ Norma ' at St Peterburg’s opera.

Report from a recent Gurzenich concert at Co-
logne places Stockhausen very high in the list
of artistic, finished, and gracious singers.

Berlin’s Royal Opera had recently a new sen-
sation by the brilliant performance of a new
danseuse called M’lle. Adelina. !

The Frederick William theatre witnessed a
musical sensation by the debut of M’lle. Slevogt
from Hamburg, who changes places with M’lle.
Fries, formerly in that opera.

Mario—on dit, permits some of his choice
things now in his villa Salviati to shine in Louis
Napoleon’s grand exposition.

Dirgelsted succeeds Baron Gall as intendant
geneml of Stuttgard’s Court Theatre.

Konneritz, chapel master and director general
of Dresden’s Royal Opera, dxed Nov|27th,

Munich’s king presented a singer in his opera

who pleased very much in Lorizeng's “Forge-'
»-| ron ”’ with silver-token of his especial delight.

Another report from St. Petersburg’s opera
gives the name of that wonderful “ Norma,” as
Budel, and confirms the statement of her grand
success in that role at the Russian Opera Houre.

She is described as having o most beautiful so-'
prano, of remarkable témbre, and-showing in her.
Her. success’

use of it, the best Italian school.
in “Lucia” is also reported as very great.
. Prussia’s.-bluff .and intensely- warlxka ,kmg

seems to appreciate good Italinn Opera, for he is
stated to promise the Italian company which
commences at Berlin on January 24, ten'thou-
sand francs per month as subvention.

Lorini manages that new enterprise, and. the »
company will consist of Sarolta as pritna donna
soprano, Grossi as prima donna. contralto, Frizzi
as primo basso assoluto, Pardini and Ribbi as
primi tenori, Padilla as primo baritone, and
Derivis for basso. }

The 200th performance of “ Il Flauto Magico”
witnessed new decorations, costumes, and dis-’
play of all the best artists. )

‘From Warsaw come strong reports of Mme.
Van Zandt’s performance as Ma.rguerlta-—“ Faust”
which is said to have produced immense: ef-
fect.”

Carvalho who manages “Le Lynque " being
‘hard pressed to account for not producing * Der
Freischutz,” fell back upon le perfide Albzon
which promised him a splendid moon forthe i in.
cantation scene but failed to supply it at “ Le
Lyrique.” oo N

M’lles. Hebbe and Nilsson have clmn«ed ope*
ras in that establishment, Hebbe takmg a role
in “ Lohengrin,” and Nilsson assuming her part
in ¢ Sardanapv.le

M’lle. Agatlm. States tried her vocal and dra-
matic powers in Ernani’s Elvira a second time
at “Les Italiens,” accomphshmg with this second
debut the part entire, and winning lavish enco-
miums for her personal and vocal endowments. -

Over five hundred choral and instrumental so-
cieties have notified Baron Taylor of their in- -
tention to participate in his contemplated Uni-

.versal Musical Conventlon at Louls Napoleon’s

grand exposition.

La France Musicale’s gossipy correspondence -
from Vienna especially discourses about De
Murska, whose singing after five years study in
Ttaly, was finished by Mme. Marchesi at Paris.
She is quizzed for some eccentricities of dress,
manner and trifling with operatic engagements,
but conceded to be a charming addition to Vien-
na’s operatic attractions.

Vieuxtemps declined accepting the place in
Brussel's conservatory, left vacant by Leonard’s
resignation.

La France Musicale declarzs “ Mignon ” to be
u success for composer, *“1’Opera Comique,” and
the singers employed in it.

M’lle. States received credit from that journal
for great personal attraction, Lesides a very ex .
tensive and pure soprano, but admonition that
close study is needed to make her a lyric artist,

Pancani gains upon his public “ Les Italiens,”
and gradually overcomes their longmg for-Fras*
chini.

The new Rossini tlieatre at Passy, may be
opened with a new opera by M. Prilipp.

- Berlin had Wagner’s “ Lohengrin’ dished up -
in good style, November 20th by Mme. Wippern.
and Niemann.

Mme. Sophie Loewe, a very dlstmgmshed

‘singer of Germany, who left the lyric stage in

1848, having married the Prince de Lewﬁnen—
stein, died at Pesth on November 28th. '

The French Opera in this city, after severe
contests with misfortune, finally terminates on
Saturday December 29th, it being found impos-
sible to attract. anﬁiclent pntrgnage to defrpy its
expenses.



