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French i'Desk Cards. 

MARION, Paul 
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11./l.\lll!u. 
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Appointed ~ecretaire d 1Etat a l'Inf'ormation in I.Aval Government, April 18, 
1942· C9ndemned by French Underground for collaboration with Gennans. 

Y.!! 24 Aug 42, p.06 i 

Vichy Information Minister/ Conferred with · Yves CHA TEL ( Alge.ria) while 
Cha tel was seeing Laval. 
Analysis Section, November 6, 1942 

Appointed ::iecretary General, Information and Prppaganda, in ilarlam 
Government, formed Aug 12, 1941, wnded Apr 18, 1942 

World Almanac 1942 

~eeretary of Information in Laval Cabinet/ during NOV' 15-16 the Vichy 
cabinet discussed whetherto declare war against Anglo-Americas/ Uinister 
-of Information (which is Laval himself) was mentioned as being one of the 
half-dozen cabinet members who voted in favor of a declaration of war. 
(Secretary ot Information .ilaul MARION must have been the person meant.) 
Infcrmant is a responsible official in France, friendly to Allies, who has 
just returned_ fran a trip to Paris and Brittany. 

OSS # 8717, Madrid Nov 25, 1942 

Do:dotist ex-canmunist~ ex-editor of Hwna.nite; pre-war errand boy for 
Bazisue W6rms abroad, especially' in · Germany; now Chief of lnformation in 
Vichy govefmment 

Nation , 'Laval 1s Cabinet of Traitors 1 , by Henry Torrest and Hal Lehrman. 
May 2, 1942· 

Official . spy of the Qe:rmansy°ribontinues to be in the Vichy· government. 
~France, Val 2, No 3, Aug l, 1942 • 

. :A-2M.· 
In a: ~ecent issue of the Porko Novo Informations et Canmunigaes or Cotonou 
Radio Presse, .Subject expressed tlfa following sentiments; I The truth is that, 
arod.oU.s :.tomredeem her niimeroijs defeats in the two hemispheres and to give . 

··. . '· ··:· . · h6r. BCiµJhevik partne~s the ·illusion or a second front, England basely 
"· :. ~. ", : .; ·atrlkes .her -closest All;r (Francel), disarmed and deprived ·of 11eans of 
·:::;,,.:.>'.-:.'. :-.,:;d°Jf~e\.r:r _.· : . ; .. ~ . · · . · 

r --.\'..,f. :.: "-\ ,<Nigerla> P.ol.itical .Intelligence Swnaacy If 20 
. 1 . :-:.;.: ;:. ~ : .. :>.~·Lagos~~- ;rui . 31, :. 1942 · 

I. ;.]:'";\(\ )'.// ·.·. ·• . . . ~E~URlf_'y'f&,ti~·RrM· A' Tlo. ~· I' 
·• • :_•" ', • I • • ' . ... . : • • :~ 'f -·a .,__;.p~::::· · · C J 

::/,~~~~{~~~~~.;i-;;:;;.,~j -!_;; •(""·°' ·L~,,~'.;:; .. :' ::.: . , .. _,_, ~ ·~:;, ,;.:.1,+ .. :~-: ;·:.,: .• ~.~. ,,., _ _.;_.-.:.:,L.'-~~:..:.: -. :':·<'.." . ,._"t .. ~:'='.::'J:\: :'.;:'. .~;_;;:~~15;~~3 . 
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French tj'es k Cards on Paul MA.RION, (Cont'd) 

RX-5 XML0-18 Madrid 2/2/44 
Secretcu-iat d'Etat, Member of Mouvement synarchique d'filnpire synarchique 
d 'Empire a l 1 Information et a la Propaganda - VERY DANGEROUS 1 

secretary of state to the head of the Government, Vichy. Former French 
Secretary of 3tate for Ihforma.tion. FCC 1.7.44 (SI .File) 

CD-8822 ~:. 
MARION, Platen and Bonnard are cau.sing ~val nuch tfouble by demanding a 
declaration of way by r'rance against England; in this they are being pushed by c .. :. i 

.... ~· . 

•, . 

·'. ' 
' ·t 

certain German elements; Petain said some time ago that he would never consent 
to this, and even Laval is lu.ke w~ about the idea; since the Mont Luc on 
machine gunning and the le Creu.set bombing, the trio has been so blatrmt 
that on October 29, Leval .had de Chambrun tell MARIOlil that it they did not 
conform to Cabinet p(>licies as agree~on by the majority, all three would ~ 
be kicked ouiJ; MARION is said to have given no promise to reform. · 
# 34 !rem C-8910 Nov 2, 1942. 

zr-2 io460 
Subject especially interested in supporting the Youth Movements, as he saw 
in them. a way of inserting his propaganda into the minds of the young people; 
he and Pucheu ( q. v.) decided to develope the movements gradually without 
their drawing too much attention from the Church and Universities, and to 
transform them eventually into the 1 legion des J eunes. ' 
,Elra Pfister Papers, (Sumner, 1942?) ~.;, -· .. 

r.irJ ..--:- Stunt 
~. ECURIT.Y ·1NFORW.TION 

~;·~~.~~:. 
~~'• '?:>v. 
' 'Ja?'.;-:t'i.\ri'\\ : 

,~."1/r1~!f ~ 
.... Jt{;:~.·~*-1-

fj/.:n:;;o,'· ,,,- ... 

8fi~~~r·~:.i~ 
i'£~r.~f.~ 
~~!.~'°"':,.a_·.";:-
~~~~--::.~~ 
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r.as eminence gi.'"i.sa du PPF. . WCOillED 
(UNDERBID tiles) 

Sept 44 

------------------------------- - ·-·----- ·---- --·-----

·[ ·t:AnroM, Paul · . -

llinister of In!'ormatio n of Vichy Govt. Several years befoce Tra.r 
1faS close friend of ~urice TIIOREZ .and Gabriel FER±. Andre !.:tiJ~TY 

( azµ .friends norr say 'that during -qar~i:athilde PERI lived in Subj •s 
i home. 

U:TmE A un cousnr 
26 Irov 52 

l . '- . 
~ t --·-:,) :··· . 

38/9/2 3'/'?/'l 
58/8/ 

·MARION, PAUL 
~ .· 
~· ~ ... ,_, 

FRANCE· 
E')( -({)t-< \ 

58/2/2 - . 
• French Ministry- for Infonnation and Propegnnda. Mr. Champion {q.v.) 

was sent to Lisbon on a mission as an' official delegate of subject. 
rmb.'""-----

;. 

Appointed.State Secretary on the Staff of the Chief of Government 
January 7. 

--jaw 

lWd~N, Paul JS/5/36 .. FRANCE RX-5 Xil L0-18 
lladrid 
2/2/41+ 

H-4~6 

Source: fielil\ble 

4/il/45 
informer 

Press Survey 
rid- G-2 
i/:n/41 

. _ · S rchi e d 1 Empire( See lA Dossier)• 
!iember of lioµvement yna qu d · V.liRY DANG.EHOUS l Secretaire d 1Etat 
a l' Information et a la l'ropagan e- . , 

!-. • taer f State to the Head of the Gov• ' Vichy• i Secre a.ry o t' FCC 1.7.44 
(S.I. File) Fonner French Sec. of State · f~r Informa ion. 

11~~1952 
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r~AhION, PAUL . (2} 

r.turir:m is said to have been ·the .. agent l'lho distributed the bribes of the 8Am•!Ue 1'101·ms 
nmong the Paris press. Minister of Information under DaJ'll1n nnd Luvl'.l.l Ile \HI i:; imp llco ten 

l plots aeeinst Leval led by PPF politicians end bnclced by the R1•nqu"' r:ormn. Iii~ OP.VI 

position would seem to be a step toward including the PPF in the incrensinr concent1u­
tion of na7.lfied elements in the Vichy cabinet.( R & A #1121.52 -#3~5/~~) 

Born June 2.7, 1$99, in Asn!eree, the son of a lawyer. 1Aemh€·J·r, of his fi.:mi_l;; r.e1 r. 
fe1 vent catholics. Bef;cin the study of law in Paris about l 92:i. He joinecl the · 
Communist party- imd .became ~member,..:of,:the;.5th · eection-~or · the Pari~ Coronnmbt p ·otip. 
Went to Mos~ow as an official of the Third lnternatfonal cind stud le~ 11t the l.en l.t• 
School. Sent beck to Paria by the Party he stood for a "dlsfllcE:nt Communist i;rN•p 

·at Belleville, but fa~es ignominiously at elections. · 
He broke with the Communist Party, was for a short time connP.clf:a rli th the Socinlh:ts 
then with Dest and Marquet (leaders of Neo-Socielist grm.p founclP.rl in l<;J ~J). lie then 
left this group end Joined Doriot and became member of the PPF1 s inn1 ,1· cotirc I l. 
He 1'8S contributor to "L'F.111encipet1on Netlom1le" and chief edit.or of Lr, Llbel'tt.. 
In 1938 he published a pe1ty manifesto end et the same time c•n 1mt.l-Cor:u:1unfrt volumc­
"Les lieux I\m1sies" • . Mobilb•.ed at outbrtiek of war, he wes t11ke11 prli-onP.l :In June l~L.O, 

~ 
~ 
~ 

: ·Info11netion. Hi~ colleboru.tor was Benoist-Mechin. •Became· Sec.Gen.foi · prop1 1(;'.1tn1li. flncl J:!Fli1!1Z!..I 
:-·Informe.tion·in-/mguet-194l~Opened t _he imti-Bolehevik Exhibit.ion lieln in Pm.lf:, ~ 

relessed Jonuru:-y 1941. The following month he ~oe .appointed AssL. Gee. Gen.for 

1 f~erch 19.42. Beceme Secretary of State for Information in Levfll Gove1nme11t. ln Ap1·il l'?L.:C:. :;a: 
i _s_u~cc_e_e_a_~-b~y-He_~_1_~_J_a_n_.5_~_M~·~--(o_P_·~In_t_.~l-~_1_1_~_M_,_,_N_'2_9_}_~ ·~-----·----- - ~ 

·j 

I 
I 

i 

I 
~ 

Secretary General for . Propeganda & Inf. 
Resiened 
Minister without portfolio 

.secretary of State for Information 
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April, 19/,2 -~ 
February 17,1943 ' -<I~ 
Janaary 1944 · ~ 
July 10,19;.1, ( follo,,ing Henriot 1 s murd~r} , 

(Op. Int. #172 - July 11,1944} -~ 
-~ 
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PHOTO MOUNTING SHEET n 

Stud.:111 ul Dr. Cucbbcl<. Paul M;,riou. Vichy 
· miuisc.,r ol piupaganda •• 

•• • 111ed bis preu confereoces to make U. s.r · 
negotiatioru uver Mw-tinique • , • • 

FORM 3768 US < ••< '" OU S 
J.7J &01 T I O N I 

~ . \ 
---=-=--±""'~....,,,..,=-,...._.,...._-.-.--: -~-

' · . 
~~ .~-: ,~:.! ' • I 

~~i,; 

. .tppc:.ir In lie s diplomatic victory for w v-.i.I of 
_ l\.WS. luc. P/1u1w /-. Wicll IYorlJ and llanll ....J Ewbii 

. . 
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CROSi) F !Lim BY 

File Mo. I Source 

RI Ar 

Analy!lt 

.:l . 

S\lbjcct: Document FR-183 . RE: MARION Pa 
France and Collaboration by 
Boris SOUl/AR!UE 

Date 1 Dec 52 

P:TIR:rINEllT UlFORK\'I' IOii: 
QUOTED: 

Un quatriema collaborateur :i.mmediat de 1 1 AdM.ral a Vichy, Paul 

MARION, se donne comme 11national-socialist 11 f7ancais, nettement collabora­

tionnis'te. I1 dirige 1 1 Information, la propaganda, la presse, la censure, le 

theatre, le cinema, la radio. C'est un ancien conmuniste, qui s 1entoure d•autres 

anciens conmunistes et socialists devenus vio~bt anti-bolshevistes, 

anti-brittaniques, et anti-semites~ 

Parini les ministres, il faut .relever les nans de Pierre Pucheu, 

.ministre de 1 1 Inter:l,eur, amJi politique de Paul MARION ( tous deux sont 

d'anciens partisans de Doriot, qui ont rompu avec lelll' chef) ·et de Jean 

Bert;Uelot, ministre des ComnuniC<!.tions, comne favorables a la collaboration 

franco-all.el!IB.Ildf!, . ~t .fon.~ierement anti-britanniques,. 

I 

; 

i 

·~ . 

I 
i 

j 
f 

I 
' f. 
I 
i 
~ 
.j 
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.A.13S'rRACT OF DOCUHEliT ]i<;nT 

File ~o. Source 
New ·York-F~Int-1 

Subject: The Character of Laval's aabine'5 

P!'Jtl' IN.ENT IFoFORM.\'i' IOli: 

CRO!:l8 F !1.?.J) BY 

Analyot 

c 

Date 

I 

3 Dec 52 

PAUL MARION: secretary of state for information -- an ·amateur economist 
.. 
3 

. ;; 

I 
... who has been associated with a number of the new political parties in France, notably ~ 

Doriot•s Facist Partie Pop.11.aire Francais. 

I 

I 

i 
I 

.. 
. • 
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A3SI'RACT OF DOCrn·rBNT :B~~UJ 

Fili:i No. Source 
- :·; ·;. 

RI Ar .· .r 

S1tbject: France Unoccupied Folder " lCT/ 
· Memo frcm Allen Dulles to Thanas G, 
re Worms et Cie. 

PERrINEHT IFtFORKl'i'ION: 
Sumnary. 

~ 
I ) 

CROSS F ILrlD .BY 

D:cite 3 Dec 52 

After the partial retirement of Hypolite Worms from the management of 

Wonns et CiO, this .firm , which had been decidedly pro-British, became the 

principal clllaboratiooist firm in France, This was due to the advent 

of four or five men high up in the political and blUliness world in France , ,. 

'~11 Of whcm were sympathetic to German interests. This Was around 1935. 

' lbe new couterie was mde up of Jacques BERNAUD, former Inspecteur des 

Finances and an important economic advisor to the Blum government; 
and 

Gabriel LeRoy-Ladurie; Jacques Gaerard, an ex-treasury .manj/.Paul MARION, 

.• 
·I 

a Jacques Doriot ex-colllllUmst. .l!.'ventually these men took over the operation of 

the business of Wor.ms~ : et Cie. The oM managers became in:cresingly less active 
came 

until finally, the. finishing touclf when Hypolite Worms was arrested and 

imprisoned by the Laval Government on charges of espionage. 
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RI CR~s."s.:-R~~HErE FORM 
~RPUAl.rY IMFORMATION 

This cross-reference form is used when a document contains pertinent 
data on two or more files and sufficient copies of the document are not 
available for cross-filin~. 

Station number of document 

• 
New York...,SI-Oo-55 Bax 11 of ll · 

Date of document 3 Sep 42 

Title of document PM's Uaily Picture Magazine 

"'Neutral' Embassies Here Aid Axis" 

by Georges Marry 

Document to be filed in Rif Archives 

··~~ .4 -= 
Cross-reference form ~o 

be filed in 
·~---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Excerpt of p.ertinent- lnformation 

SUMMARY: 

Due to a statement by Admiral Leahy, .former ambassador to unoccupied Brance, 
that he understil6d the position o.f Petain and his government, and due to the 
policies of the State Department toward the appeasers, the Fighting French 
have been greatly hurt and discouraged. And Vichy's Propaganda .Minister, Paul 
MARION , made use of .th!ls discoll!agement to show how cleverly Lil.val handles 
relationships with the U .s. 
The article goes li>n 1to .cite two · examples of MARION 1s cleverness. The first 
concerned the negotiations on the island of Yatinique, which Vichy propagandists 
suggested was handled through I.c.val after t.he Canmandant of the island, Admit:al 
Robert, refused to do anything without the consent of the puppet govenunent. 

'Ibe secmnd example given was the fact that lL\RION had fake private letters sent to· 
addresses in the United States which ·were intercepted by the censors. One of 
these let;ers contained a 11sob stoey" about a meeting between Marshal Petain 
and a leading Na~, ~ow he bravely resisted, and finally fielded under the 
cruel pressure- of--the -Ger.ma.ns.- 'lhia -story made a great impression on the u.s·: 
government and wax circulated 11for the information of government services". 

"In this and other sly cases, Paul MARION, who has never made any bones 
about his out and out devo ~ion to the great .Adolf, :has managed to get some 
prppaganda free out. of Uncle Sam." 

OEtlASStfl£0 UO RHtUU 81 
CUJRAL IMTELL 16EMCE mn· Hltliu~i . 
S.O U RC ES METHODS HE MP T I fy . !Hf.ORMATION . 
NAZIWARCRlMESOlStl08 · T T . r: 

DATE 200\ 2008 
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ABSTRACT OF OOCUHEllT BEING CROSS FILED CROSS Fl LED BY 
FILE NO. SOURCE DATE OF DOCUMENT AN I. · · ·~ 

Gravediggers of Library 1944 c 
DATE 

HARIGN, Paul J Mar. 1953 
/ 

PERTINENT INFORMATION - • ~.:i...t1~1: ) 
. ~,!;CLIP.lIX lllf.9.RrMTlm!. 

Page 2)5 and 2J6. Verbatim. 

....... 
"mong them Gabriel Leroy-Lad11rie deserves to be singled out. He was assistant 

)1 
- 1 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

I 

I 
I 

.manager of the 1for!llS commercial firm interested in coal trade, the shipping business 

and, since +.9.32, in b1nking, 'lhis man had first been entrustedwith a branch of th~ 

~-French-Polisp Bank in Cracow. He was repeatedly invited to visit German;V-y He was 

ready cash to_.our embryo fascisi:.s. In various capacities the Worms . pay roll 

included Barnaud (ger,eral manager}, Pucheu, Guerard, Marion--all of whom were ·~ 
later to participate in the Bordeaux and Vichy usurpation•. To all, Geooge• BonnGt ;!Z 
was counselor and frie.ryd, and Baudouin, ·int.ellactual guide. One may well 111onder ·=· _.-i=s 
what on earth can have been Marion's function in a countinghouse -_~ciro~q~r.:; :~·, 

. <iPM~:l:.e·11B>li#cif.&tilf6'<;COiii:ilntfe'rH-i'·wfiO\ had for several years lived in MoscoV1. Indeed, 

he -was the link with Doroit and his gangs. 
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The coming into office of the Popular Front Cabinet, on June 2, 1936, 

determincre as it was to oppose Laval in everyt.hine, fed the fury of the 

pro-fascist press. During the first fortnight of January 1937 I stated in the 

Echo de Paris that the Germans wer: making ready to enter Morocco. 

My articles were based upon dispatches from G'3neral J.logues, High comndssioner 

at Rabat, from M. Vaux St. Cyr, Consul Ganeral at Cologne; and upon the ser-

ious warnlng conveyed to the German Ambassador by the secretary-general of 

our Ministry of .L''oreign Affairs. The weekly Gringoire c.o;nmissioned Georges 

Suarez to insult me in its columns~ I had invented that piece of news out of 

whole cloth in order to precipitate '!1ar between Fr, nee and Germany, I sued t;_.,. 

that sheet for libel in the Seine criminal court, M. Delbos, Minister of Foreig11 

Affairs, .wrote a letter stating that all I had s~d reflected the truth, as 

it stook on record in the archives. Come what .might, Horace de Carbuccia 

insisted on parading a string of witne~ses whose shamelessness has become 

today a blatant scandal: Fernand de Brinon, Bertrand de Jouvenel, Eaouard 

Pfeifer, Gaston Bergery, Paul Mari2_I)_, Bugene Frat, most of them now bedecked 

with. honors either in Paris or in Vichy. I am really prouli of having been 
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chosen by those :. en as their comm0n target. The court. awarded me daJ!Eges of 

thirty thousand francs (an amount rarely exceeded in c~ses of that sort) and, 
I 

besides, - imposed a ~ine. The defendants did not dare lodge an appeal. Pfeil'er 

· .: .. 

and :Marion (himself a former officdaJ. of the Comintern) argued that I 

had been hostile to .itussia until 1934, during the J'ears when she had been 

peace-ioving, but that I had turned friendly to her :iS soon as her war­

like mood had becanepbuious. According to these gentry, then,. the proper 

thing to do had been to praise the .::loviets when they were bound to Qermany 

by the Treaty .of Rapallo and to revile them after they began turning toward 

the Ne stern Powers l 
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O!l the roster of truly infamous Vichy personnel these n~~es appear 

also: Marion, ~ecretary of Information: Pucheu, ~e.n-etary of State for 

Industrial Production and Ui.nister 0£ the Interior after ~uly 1941; 

.::>capini, delegate to the '.'liesbaden Armistice Commis3ion iTJ charge of 

prisoners of war, but spending ::i.ost of his time in Berlin; Belin, Minister 

of .1..abor. The latter '::as one of those Marxists· who have no use what-

ever of either civil, political, or hati0nal liberty in their program, one of 

those 1.inion manipulators inclined to think that dictatorship more than 

any othe~ystem o~ govenwent can sa.tis.ry· working-class demands. 

None of these raen posses.: ed any qualities to recommend i.hem to the 

:rarshal's favor. .L!arion was just a pi.ace of co;i11.1unist wreckage. 
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.:.;C.\.!iiiTY, Hff0TIJri.lT!t: ?.: 

b. 27 June 1889 in Asnieras. 
Member of the PPF •. 
Assistant Secretary General for Jn­
fonnation, . under DARLliN, Vice­
president of the Council, from 
23 February 1941 to August 1941. 
Secretary G.3neral for Information 
and Propaganda under PET.UN an1 
9AH.I,AN fra:n 11 August 1%1 to 18 .. 
April 1942. 

· Secretary of State for Information 
under LAVAL from 18 April 1942 ·to 
6 January 1944 when he was replaced 
by HENRIOT. 
Secretcry of State to the Chief of 
Government, LAVAL,sfoce 6 JamzaZ-.f 
1~44. 
Member of the rZ.ench Committee of 
the' Wa£fen SS as of JO April 1944. 
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1. Reportad below for your information and files is information received _._ . 

from r:: J.~ and other sources and garnel;'6d from the press concern.log the . : 

b!MlTY/TILLON affair, as well as rumors of further demotions and coaunents on 

f\lrther purges to come a,s a result of the Slansky trials in Prague : 

Page J. 

d. Mathilde Pi!:RI 

~ .. .. . 

Paris press e {Same Article) 

"According to rumors circulating. in CP circles, Mme. Mathilde PERI;: 

widow of a Co!llllunist .Party Deputy and a Deputy herself will also · 

be accused of abjecting to party decisions and will be called upon to 

make an autocriticism. 11 

"One recalls that she was for a time connected w.!.th f'aul MAHION 

. "!ho even gave her shelter in Vichy when he was a minister ilnder 

Petain. •r 
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