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INTRODUCTION.
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The recovery of Bilhana's Vikramdinkadevacharita, or adven-

tures of King Vikramdditya—Tribhuvanamalle of Kalydyal fur-
nishes the second specimen of a class of compositions, which
though, probably, once numerous, seemed, until a few years
ago, almost extinct. Like the S’riharshacharita, the Life of
S'riharsha or Harshavardhana of Thapesar by Bdnabhatta, Bilka-
na’s poem is a panegyric in honour of his patron and protector.
Considering that, with the exception of a certain number of re-
ligious and devotional works, the bulk of Sanskrit poetry pro-
ceeds from poets and Pandits, who lived under the protection
of princeé, it might be expected, that their gratitude would
have secured to the Sankritist of these later days numerous
works recording the lives and deeds of their patrons. But,
curiously enou\gh, lives of famous princes, like Vikrama, Bhoja
and Kumdrapila, written by authors who lived centuries after
them have been known long before Dr. Fitz Edward Hall made
the find of the Harshackarita. Since then fourteen years have
elapsed before a second work of the kind has turned up.
The 'reason for the scarcity of such works is, I believe,
the fact that the Pandits have a greater liking for the
wonderful legends of the Leroic age and for the mo less
marvellous stories of those kings whom, for one reason
or amnother, they have lifted out of the sphere. of matter-
of-fact listory and transferred to -the regions of fiction.
For the Papdit Rima, Arjuna, and Nala are as much Listo-
rical persons as S’iviji or Baji Rdo Peshvi, ouly they

1. See Report on the search for Sanskrit MSS. 1873-4.
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appear’so much more interesting to him, because their deeds are
more marvellous and they are surrounded by the halo of sanctity
that encircles the bappier Yugas in which they are supposed
to have lived. It is, therefore, no wonder that countless copies
of S'riharsha’s adventures of King Nala should exist® all over
India, while, hitherto not one MS. of the author's Life of
the ‘New Sahasinka’ or of his History of the Rijis of Gauda
‘has been discovered. The reason, why the Sanskritist lougs
in. vain for works that could serve as foundations for his
historical researches, lies mnot, therein, that the rulers of India
found Tmo COntemporé.ries willing to chronicle their deeds,
but therein that nobody cared to preserve historical works
from destruction or to make them easily accessible .by copy-
ing and recopying the original MSS. There is, however, a
hope that at least some more poems like the S’rikarshacharila
and the Vikramdnkadevacharita may still be found in a few
copies in unexplored libraries especially in the Jaina Bhandirs.
The Jesalmir Bhanddr, which I explored last year, is the
first ancient library of the Jaina community, that has been
thoroughly searched by a European Sanskritist. It furnished two
historical works viz. besides the Vikramdnkadevacharita, a poem
on the death of a Gauda king, who was conquered by a ruler
of the mame of Yas’ovarman, and its ancient catalogue bears
witness that ninety years ago two MSS. existed one of which
~ contained S’riharsha’s Navasdhasdnkacharita, while the other
was a copy of a work entitled Hammiramardana, or the De- |
struction of Hammira. I am firmly pursuaded that, whosoever
has the good fortune of opening the libraries at Pithay - in
Northern. Gujardt, at Merta in Marwar and at other ancient
seats of Jainism, will gain much more important results
than I have obtained at Jesalmir, where fime and careless-
ness have destroyed a good many valuable MSS. The
Jainas have collected for many centuries not only large

»
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masses of works belonging to their own sacred literature, but,

in a most catholic spirit, Brahminical books also of the most
various contents. IIidden in subterrancan vanlts wnnder the
temples and sometimes concealed with great ingenuity, theso
collections have escaped the many dangers to which libraries
have been subjected in so unscttled a country a8 Tudia has heen
until very lately. It stands, therefore, to reason that the
Jaina Bhandirs should furnish wus, (as has been actually thoe
case in Jesalmir) with copies of thoso pocmns, which  through
a want of popularity, have disappeared  from  the Dralininical
libravies, and of those treatises on philvsophy, grammar wnl
rhetorics, which, being superseded in the scliools by improved
works, have elsewhere been lost.

The importance of Charitas, like the S‘rtharshacharita and
the Vikraminkacharita lies chiefly thercin that, however much
a vitiated taste and a false conception of tho duties of a his-
toriographer Royal may lead their authors astray, the main {acis
which they relate, may be accepted as historical.

Bina as well as DBilhana look in the first instance to their
fame as poets. They care more abont a faithful observance
of the rules of poetical composition, laid down by the Kivyn
or  Alamkiras’istra, than about a faithful and accurate repre-
sentation of the characters of their horoes and of the events in
which they played a part. They wasto therelore, page after
page with similes and with elaborate descriptions of scenery
or of the seasons, and of other matters which are of little impor-
tance for the chief subject of their works, but which aceording
to the canons of the S'stra, should form part of a Mahikivya.!

1. See Kfvyidarsa I.16. Xlad Bana avoided the abuso of similis,
heaped one on the other, into which his admiration of Subandhu lead
him, his S/rfharshacharita would comprige about 3,000 Slokas instewd
of 4,800. Bilhana, on his part might have comprassod the subjoct mat-
ter of his Cantos VIL-XIII. into a very small cowpass if ho bud been
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Their style is throughout so highly ornamented and hyperbolical,
that it sometimes obscures the facts’ andstill morefrequently leaves
us in doubt about the importance of the events marrated. Thus
Bilbana assures us boldly in the case of every expedition under-
taken by the Chélukyas against the Cholas, that the latter were
utterly extinguished, though shortly afterwards he has to confess
that fresh movements of the hereditary foe forced the Chilukya
prince to repeat his experiments in the art of anmihilation.
Another grave defect which arises from the poetical treatment of
historical subjects, is that the intervals between the events nar-
rated are rarely given with exactness. In this respect Bdna
never makes exact statements, but always uses phrases such as
“ after some days, after many days.’ Bilkana follows the same
practice with very few exceptions.

The same carelessness, which is shown about time, prevails
also with regard to the description of the minor personages
mentioned. Bilhana gives the names of the kings with whom
Vikrama came into hostile or friendly contact in a few cases
only and Bdpa is often guilty of the same neglect. TFinally the
characters suffer as much as the events. The hero or heroes are
painted all white and their enemies all black. Ahavamalla and
Vikrama have no more individuality than RaAma, Dushyanta or
Purdravas. They are simply perfection and their enemies are
entirely contemptible and wicked. But in spite of all these faults,
and though the Charitas are neither historical compositions

- after the manner of the Greeks and Romans, nor even chronicles

like those of our writers of the middle ages and of the Arabs
and Persians, still they have a high value for a country like

" India; where the works of foreign travellers, inscriptions and

willing to spare his readers the hackneyed descriptions of the four sea-
sons and the inventory of the charms of Vikrama’s bride Chandala-
devi.

1 Seee. g. Vikram, 1. 102 and 103.
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coins are the only available sources for most periods of the national
Listory. Biina’s Harshacharita contains all the main facts given in
the corresponding portion of Hiwen Thsang’s narrative of his visit
to Harshavardhana’s court. But it adds may details and enables
us to cotect the Chinese traveller on many points where his
bias in favour of Buddhism or imperfect information have led
him astray. Again the numerous inscriptions of the Chalukyas
of Kalyina show that the facts related by B‘ilhana of Vikrama-
ditya and his family are generally speaking correct, Their ac-
counts agree in the main with those obtained from the other
sources ; they may with proper care be used to rectify and to
complete the information gained elsewhere. ‘

Both the Charitas, which have become known, furnish also
important contributions to the literary history of India. Bina
devotes nearly two Uchchhvésas to his personal affairs and to
the history of his family and mentions incidentally so many
famous writers, that his work hgs become a regular landmark
for the historian of . Sanskrit literature. Bilhana likewise,
gives up one whole canto, the eighteenth and last, to a de-
scription of his country, and to an account of its rulers, of his
family and of his own adventures. Though his statements are
not as important, as those of Bhna, still they afford much
curious information. It would seem that the poems on histori-
cal subjects always contained fuller accounts of their author’s
lives than is the case with works like the Raghuvams’a, the
S’is’upilavadba or the Naishadhiya. For in the Gaudavadha
the second historical poem from = Jesalmir, the author also
gives some account of his personal history and of his literary
activity. This fact finds its explanation in the natural desire
of the poets to secure their own immortality together with
that of their patrons. '
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I

The great amount of irrelevant matter which Bilhana has
introduced into his poem malkes it unadvisable to translate it. In
order to make its important contents accessible to those students
of Indian history, who do mot read Sanskrit, it Will suffice
to give an analysis of its subject matter. This task naturally
divides itself into two parts, an analysis of the history of the
Ch'ﬁlukyas as given by Bilhana and an analysis of the “poet’s
personal history. . It will be most convenient to begin with
the latter. :

Up to the discovery of the Vikraminkakivya, Bilkana, whose
name is also spelt Bihlana, Vilhana, Vihlana, and even Behlana,!
was known to Sanskritists as the reputed author of a small
erotic poem, called Bilhanapanchis’iki or the fifty verses of Bil-
hana, which celebrates in most lascivious strains the beauty of
a mistress of the poet. Prefixed to this work is, in some MSS.
a Parvapithikd or introduction, which gives a romantic tale ex-
plaining its origin. It is stated theve, that Bilhana was the
tutor of Chandralekhd or S’as’ikald, the daughter of Rdjd Vairi-
simha (Bersingh) of Gujarit. He used this position to per-
suade his pupil to what Hindus politely call a Géndharva mar-
riage. His intrigue . with the princess was discovered and he
was condemned to death by the incensed father. On the way
to the place of execution he composed, in remembrance of
his mistress and of his joys, the Panchis’ikd. The poem

1 The Jesalmir MS. which almost entirely discards the use of ¥ hag
in every place Vilhaz_la. The form Behlar_m. I have seen in a Surat
MS. of the Panchdsikdi. I follow the usage of our Pa.x{@its, though I
admit that Biblana or Vihlana may be the real name. This question
cannot be decided satisfactorily until the etymology of the word has
been found. Nasals and the letter !, though written after % arve now in-
variably pronounced before it. For the formation of the word compare

XKalhana, Sulhar-la, ete.
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became known to the king before the fatal order was carried out,
and affected him so much that he granted to the offender his
life and the hand of the princess.! Professor Aufrecht has very
justly denied the crédibility of this story. There was no doubt
a Chapotkata king of Anhilvid, called Vairisimka. Buthe
died A. D. 920,2 one hundred years before Bilhana’s real date.

- Besides, according to the statement of my Papdit Vamanaclirya

Jhalkikar, the MSS. of the Panchis’iki existing in the Karpita
country, give different names forthe king and his daughter viz.
Madandbhirdma and Ydminipirnatilakd who lived in Lakshmi-
mandira, the capital of Panchdlades’a. Moreover the identical
anecdote i§ told of another poet Chaura, to whom also in some
MSS. the whole Panchéas’ikd is ascribed. Finally, as we shall see
presently, in Bilhana's own account of his life no mention of
the story is made.

This account of Bilhana's life together with some notices re-
garding the country of his birth and its rulers, is contained in
the eighteenth and last Sarga of the Vikraménkakivya. The
canto opens with a description or rather a hymnus in praxse of
Pravarapura, the ancient capital of Kashmir, which was sdsuated
on the confluence of the Vitastd (Jhelam) and of the Sindhu.
Pravarapure was, iyccording to Bilhawa, mot only the chief
town in Kashmir, but it surpassed in beauty all other cities,
even Kuvera’s town, Lanki and the town of the Gods.3 Hoe

1 See Aufrecht Oxford Cat. p. 1335, I‘have seen another MS. con-
taining this story in Bikanir, and a third in Ahmadabad.

The name of the king is according to the Ahmadabad MS. difaz y
just as Aufrecht proposes to read for the 3{@3 of the Oxford MS.
But the correct form of the mame is, I think (&%, as T and [T
are often exchanged in Gujardt MSS. and Vairisimha or Bersingh is a
common Rajput name,

2 See Forbes Rasmala I. p. 42.

3 XVIII, 1. 15. 16.
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praises it for its holiness, for the szinctity and learning of
its Brahmans,! for its coolness in summer? and for the beauty
of its groves, ‘‘ which even those cannot forget wlo have
reached the gardens of the celestials.”® He extols its women
for their beauty,® for their learning which allowse them to
speak Sanskrit and Prakrit like their native tongue® and for.

their cleverness in acting.’

Among its buildings he mentions the Bhattirakamatha,” the
Agralidras or Brahminical settlements, founded by Haladbara,8
the temple of Kshemagauris’vara near the Sampgama,’ the Samg,
grimakshetramatha and the Agrahéras established by king Ananta-
deva,1% the store-house near the temple of S’ankara, built by
Ananta’s queen,!! the ancient temple of §’iva ‘that still shows in
its roof the hole, through which, king Pravara bodily ascended
to heaven''? and the lofty palaces of the kings of Kashmir.l$

After the description of the town follow notices of two
kings of Kashmir and of their sons who apparently were the
contemporaries of Bilhana.

The first of these is king Anantadeva.
He is praised for Lis truthfulness, liberality and bravery. Of
him it is said, that he made a successful war against the

1 XVIIL 1, 3-8.

2 XVIIL 2. 32.

38 XVIII, 18.

4 XVIII. 11.13, 17. 20-21.

5 XVIIL 6.

6 XVIII. 23, 29.

7 XVIIL 11; Rajatar. VI. 240,
8 XVIIL 19; Rajatar, VII. 214,
9 XVIII. 23 ; Rijatar. VII. 180.
10 XVIIL 24, Rajatar. VII. 185. .
11 XVIIL 26 ; Rajatar. VII. 180.
12 XVIII. 28; Rajatar, 111. 376.
13 XVIII. 30.
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S'akas and, Darads and afterwards an expedition as far as the
Gangd. He visited also, with his Lost and his harem the shores
of the sacred Lake MAnasa. He ruled over Champs, Darvébhi-
sira, Trigarta and the dwelling of king Bhartula. He endowed
Agraharas in Vijayakshetra and built a Matha en an island in
the Vitasta.!

His queen was Subhatd, pre-eminent for wisdom and piety.
“Neither Kayasths expert in crooked writings, nor parasites
skilled in subtle flattery, nor bards excelling in open praises,
#vere allowed to plunder her ; fortune, eager, as it were, to ex-
piate her fickleness, went from her hands solely to the houses
of Gods and Brahmans.” She built a college, called after her
own name, and a temple of S’iva on the Vitastd.?

Her brother Kshitipati, lord of Lohara was a great warrior,
a patron of poets equal in fame to Bhoja, a clever logician and
a liberal protector of Pandits. He overcame the prowess of
Réjapurf. He associated with Vairdgis and became a devotee
of Vishnu.3 .

The son of Subhatd and Ananta was king Kalas'a. He visited
on his roving expeditions Lake Achchhoda and, “ wandering over
the plains marked by the hoofs of Indrayudf]a, he silenced the
attendants of Kddambari, who sung the praises of Chandripida.’’s
He marched to Mount Kailisa and penetrated to the town of the
Yakshas, whence returning he brought golden lotuses with him
from Lake Manasa. On fleet coursers he crossed the sandy desert

1 XVIII, 33-39; compare Rijatar. VII. 135-435.

2 XVIII. 40-46. Rijatar, VII. 152,180, seqq.

3 XVIII, 47-50. Rajatar, VII, 251-259,

4 This passage is interesting as it contains an allusion to Bina’s
Kidambari, the scene of which is laid in the HimAlaya. Bilhf;xxa,
apparently means to say that Kalasa’s beauty and bravery made_tixe
uymphs forget Chandrﬁpi«}n, the loyer of Kadambari,
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and, equalling king Jayipidal in bravery, he conquered
country of the Amazons. He finally undertook a success
expedition against Kurukshetra-2

His son was Harshadeva, who was brave in 'battle and, ai
poet surpassed even S'riharsha.® He composed sweet songs
many languages.* ]

Harshadeva’s younger brother was Utkarsha, who, holdi
Lohara once the glory of Kshitipati, freed far and wide t
earth from the hoof-prints of the Mlechchhas.’ Another, son
Kalas’a, was called Vijayamalla. He was distinguished by b
very, learning and beauty.5

Then comes finally the account of the poet .and his fami
which I will give in his own words.

(70.) *“ At a distance of one and a half Gaus (Kos) ﬁc
Pravarapura lies a place with high-rising monuments, call
Jayavana, where a pool, filled with pure water and sacred
Takshaka lord of snakes, cuts like's war-disc, the head of X
bent on the destruction of Dharma.

(71.) Close to it is a vfllage, Khonamukha by name, fam
for the blessing of all excellence. The (mast) elephant Ka
afraid of bondage, as it were, enters not its precincts, cover
by numerous sacrificial pillars shaped like tying-posts.

(72.) What shall I sing of that spot, the ancient hon
of wonderful legends, the sportive embellishment of the boso

1. Rijatar. IV. 586.88.

2. XVIIIL 51-63. Rajatar, VII. 233-714.

3. Harshadeva of Kashmir has sometimes been credited with t
authorship of various works belonging both to S’riharsha the son
Hira and to the earlier king S'riharsha, This passage is of importanc
as it shows thata royal author Sriharsha—for to such a one alo
can Harshadeva be fitly compared—existed before him.

4. XVIII, 64-66. Rijatar. VII. 610. seqq.

9. XVIIL 67, Rijatar. VII. 256 and 57, 720 geqq. .

6. XVIII, 68, Rajatar, V1L, 788, 761 seqq.
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of Mount Himalaya ? One part bears the saffron in its native

loveliness, the other the grape, pale like a cut of juicy sugar-
cane from .Sal'ayﬁ’s banks.

(73.) " There dwelt some Brahmans, whose minds were b.ent
on Brahma, skilled in raising high the famed race of Kus'ika.
Gopdditya the king brought them from Madhyades’a to be
sanctifiers and ornaments of Kashmir land.} '

(74.) When the smoke of their offerings filled the sky—for
eager fhey were to obtain the fame that is allied to a hundred
sacrifices,—then S’akra heard mnobody’s prayer, carod not for
heaven; motionless he stood as in a picture, beroft of his
shadow.?

(75.) 'The chief of that race, whose virtnes purified the
three worlds, was Muktikalas’a. The streams of sweaf, that he
shed in the zealous service of the Agnihotra washed out, as it
were, the stains of the Kaliyug.

(76.) He made for the four Vedas, dear to him, with ease,
one common dwelling place in his lotus-mouth, though the God
who reclines on the lotus seat, placed them, because prone to
jealous wrangling,—to keep the peace I ween,—in his four
mouths.?

(77.) His son was Réjakalas’a, who, was liberal, acquainted
with all revealed texts and kept courage as his only riches. Even
now the caves of Mount Prileya vomit forth, as it were, under
the guise of darkness, the smoke of his offerings.

(78.) Made by him who was the dwelling-place of holinoss,

1. Compare Rijatar, III, 343.345.

2. The first two lines stand in the loc. absel. Tho smoka shrouded
Indra in darkness and he had no shadow. Hence ho resembled com=
pletely a painted figure,

3. The verse alludes to the incompatibility of the sounds of the
various Vedas which never must be recited in one place, soe &pust&mb&
L. 10, 18-19 ; Manu 1V, 122.
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in many plaées, gardens, filled for the emjoyment of all man =
kind with grapes, lecture-halls, wells with pellucid water and
drinking fountains, ornaments of the realm, became the body -
guards of Dharma whoe showed fear of Kali. '

(79.) From him, possessed of spotless fame, sprang Jyeshthct—
kalas’a an ocean of mercy, a store house of poetic and of sacred
lore, who composed an exposition of the Makdbhdshya,to be
revered by all, and whose court was ever adorned by numerous
pupils.

(80.) What was difficult to perform for him, in sacrifices,
pious gifts, hospitality, the gentle ruling of his servants and
other holy works befitting him? He took for bis wife
Naghdevi, worthy of pure praise,! who was skilled in assisting
to gain the treasures of this world and of the next.

(81.) From that sage sprung, that pinnacle of the Universe,
Bilkanpa, who charmed the eyes of men with limbs resplendent
like -quickened gold. Since he was invested with the girdle
of Munja grass, the jingling of Sarasvati’s bangles was indi-
stinctly audible in his mouth in the guise of numerous Veda
sounds.

(82-) 'The Veda with its Angas, the considerations of (the
incarnation of) the Lord of snakes on grammar, and the
science of poetics, sweet to the ear, were his life-breath. But
who 1is able to completely enumerate (the subjects of his
studies)? Listen, the truth is that there was nothing that was
not reflected in the spotless mirror of his understanding.

(83.) Attracted by the dust of Sarasvati’s feet, which acted
as a charm, the Muses their eyes bent on his face formed a circle
around him. His sweet poéms which went forth with his

fame to every quarter of the world, prevented like faithful
attendants that nymplh from becoming fickle.

1 S'ubhastomapdfram may mean also ‘a vessel ofall auspiciousness
or virtue.?
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(84.) His elder brother, Ishtardma, the pleasing ornament of
the halls of a hundred kings, reached the summit of all learn-
ing. Those who were able to.taste the flavour of the nectar
of poetry saw the Goddess, who is the mother of true poets,
acting as guardian of the well in hiss mouth.
(85.) After that vessel of fame (Bilhana) was born a young-
er brother, dnanda, a hatchet to cut off in sport the pride of

poets eager for the contest. When Sarasvati was displeased

with her seat on Himalaya's table-land on account of it hard-
ness, methinks, she selected his soft tongue for her dwelling.

(86.) When (Bilhana) took from Kashmir the puro lore of
all S’astras, he, forsooth, made the qualities of the snowy
mountains his own. Else, how could he, when angered, have
reduced, in every land, the faces of disputants to the likenoess
of lotuses blighted by hoar-frost ?

(87.) Conquering playfully in disputes the Pandits of Mu-
thurd, he passed some days in the precincts of Vryindivana,
where, broken by Radbas broad hips tremulous in the swing,
the trees of Krishna's garden even now are not recovered.

(88.) When crowds of pupils fevered the blood of his rivals
by tales of the excellence of his unequalled Iearning and loudly
spread Lis fame in every quarter of the world, the musical hum
of the bee-swarms, drunk with the taste of the ichor that flowed
from the temples of the elephants guarding the points of horizon,
caused the only interruption.

(89.) In villages, in provincial and in royal cities, in forosts
and groves, in all lands sacred to Sarasvatf, the wise and tho
fools, the o0ld and the young, men and women, everywhoro oncl
and all recite hLis verses with tremors of joy.

(90.) 'His fame, when, entering the gates of Kdnyakubja it
chid mwrmuring Gang, subdued that town, where colestial
Fortune descends with ease from the city of the gods on stairs
formed by Ligh jewel-built palaces.
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(91.) Many times that sainted man spent in pious gifts, the
v.'ealth earned by his great qualities which were the wonder of
the Universe, at Praydga, chief of Tirthas, where in the guise
of Yamuna the sword of Dharma, the destroyer of Kali, enters,
as it were, the sheath of the waters of the heavenly &tream.

(92.) Bathing in the celestial stream, that eases with its
spray the fatigue of Dharma, when he comes to its shores from
fear of roaming Kali, he destroyed in Bandras the stains arising
from the fortuitous meeting with wicked princes.

(93.) Whén Karpa the great prince of Dihdla the destroyer of
thc; Lord of Kdlinjara, who in his expeditio'n made poor in princes
_ by the sound of the hoofs of his horses, the land of the Tukkha-
ras, met the famouspoet, he drank deeply of the nectar of poetry.

(94.) Bilhana cooled with the streams of his song Ayodhyd,
the capital of Sitd’s hushand, the slayer of Pulastya’s off-
spring who, not contented with the crystal mountain, placing
it in his Ieft stretched forth for a moment his right towards
Himblaya. .

"(95.) When in the palace of the lord of Ddhala he conquered
Gangddhara, the tale of him who in spoft overthrew his rivals
in poetry, came, I ween, to the ears of Indra silencing in the
caves of the Bast the hum of the bees that were drunk with
the ichor flowing from Airivata’s temples. .

(96.) Simulating the cooing of the pigeons that pested on
theglofty turrets of her gates, Dhdrd cried to
tones :  “Bhoja is my king. He, forsooth, is

in pitiful
ne of the vulgar
z;:;céwvzlge is to me! “‘ Wh;di st thoufnot come into his
(97.)  Visiting Somandtha, he eased the pain, that came over
him when on his road he made acquaintance with 3
Gurjaras. Loose they wear their lower garments and alWitys
careless of purity they use words that are worthy of blame.

»
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(98.)  Desirous of seeing a hundred kings he, also, crossed
the ocean-wave dark like the Kramuka tree, where, thrown
by Bhalgava in the guise of sharp arrows, a bar, as it were,
rréevents even to day the free advance of the sea.

(99.) ?[f he retraced his steps from that bridge, which,
causing the head of the sea to become bald, appears like the
nurse who ran after her foster daughter ravished by the lord
of Liank4 and was startled at hearing the news that Sitd was

with the Rikshasas, still bis fame did not turn back. /

(100.) That chief of wise men turning his face from common
princes roamed, full of curiosity, leisurely over the Southern
land.  How shall I sing of the high bosoms of the fair ones
thexe, from whom the God with the five’ arrows is happy to
learn as a pupil ?

(101.) There the lucky poet received from the Chdlulya
king;, the terror of the, Cholas, the dignity of Chief Pandit,
distinguished by the grant of a blue parasol and a mast elephant.
Since that time princely Fortune held him in eager, firm em-
brace, with armlets jingling on her sportively encircling arms. .

(102.) He, the tale of whose fame the- elephants even
guardians of the quarters of heaven, heard with tremors of joy,
when the bees were sent to sleep by tasting their ichor, has
compbsed this tfuly lovely poem out of affection for the prince
of & arﬁdga May it be an ornament of the throats of the learned.

(108.) I have gained wealth in every quarter, I have won
blessings worthy of the virtuous, in disputes with worthy ad-
versaries I have gained everywhere high fame of victory. May
I soon hold converse with the Kashmirians, who are virtuous
‘ -their cleverness in extracting the quintessence

e

gamed .some favours from kings, I have seen
gome bits of endour, I 17e studied some OOmPOSltIODB, by

L
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my qualities I have conquered somse rivals. Thus I have
toiled, in ignorance, for many worthless objects. Now my
heart filled with pure knowledge longs for the river of the
immortals.

(105.) Some pious favourites of Parvati, with tran:luil hearts
practising Yoga, pass in their age the remainder of their days
on the banks of the Manddkini, that are softened by wind-
raised mul:muring,waves. .

(106.) Princes of the earth! prosperity, the wilfully un-
stable lightning of the cloud of fate, cannot be enchained;
incessantly sounds the drum that announces the departure of
the breath of life; worship then those true poets, who work
the salvation of your bodies of glory through the nectar of their
verse, and renouncing pride make them your spiritual guides.

(107.) O ye kings! abstain from opposing the attachment
of true poets; in sooth, pure fame comes to you through their
favour ; pleased they composed that grave beautiful life of
Rima, angered they made ten-headed Ravapa the conqueror
of the world, an object of derision.

(108.) May the Gad, who is the first creator of the revealed
texts, the dear husband of Pirvati, give you intelligence to
understand the sayings of true poets—he, who imitating the ways
of the S’avaras frightened the moon-sickle placed on his crest,
so0 that she concealed her deer in some distant hiding place.

If this narrative is divested of its envelope of poetical bombast,
the main facts, which Bilhana reports of his own life, are per-
fectly credible. He was born at Khonamukha, three miles from
Pravarapura in a family of Madhyade’si Brahmans. His great-
grandfather Muktikalas’a,! and his grandfather Rdjakalas’a were
Aguilotris and able to recite the Vedas. His father Jyeshtha-
kalas’a was a grammarian who wrote a commentary on the

1. A Brahman of this name is mentioned, Réjatar. VIL. 20 segq.
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Mahdbhdshye.l His mother’s name was Nigidevi. Ho bad an
elder brother Iskrardma and a younger brother called Ananda,
who both were Pandits and poets. Bilhana received his educa-
tion in Kashmir and studied chiefly the Vedas, grammar as far
as the M;ahﬁbhﬁ,shya, and poetics or Alamkara. )
After finishing his education, heleft Kashmir and began that
wandering life which is now as dear to the young Pandit and poet
as it was in the palmy days of Hindu rule. Béhna tells us in the
S'rfharshacharita, that he also left his home and enjoyed the
freedom of the life of a wandering minstrel, though his family
was wealthy. In our days, too, wandering poets and Pandits
may be met with all over India. I have received visits
from such men, who came from the Punjab and from Oude.
They had passed from one little native court in Northern India
and Rajputana to the other, holding disputations, showing off
their learning, and composing poetry extempore (S’ighrakavits)
for the delectation of such princes as cared about the ancient
lore and language of their country. Wherever they Had
succeeded in producing a favourable impression and in procuring
Dakshind, they had stayed for longer periods, until their batrons
had ‘got tired of them or they had been ousted from favour by
the efforts of the mative Pandits. For every little principality
has its Pandits who have a claim to the liberality of the R4ja
by right of inheritance, and these men guard their' preserves
most jealously. against all outsiders.” If an outsider succeeds
in gaining a share of the prince’s favour beyond the customary
Dakshins, which is granted to all learned strangers, they will

leave no stone unturned to drive the intruder away, and I have
heard many a bitter complaint of the Mitsarya, the jealousy

shown by the Pandits enjoying fixed hereditary allowances

against the wanderers. The tour of a Northern Pandit, if it

1. No copy of this work has as yet been found, nor have I ever
seen it quoted.
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includes Rajputana and ends in Baroda and Bombay, lasts five or six
years. Frequently, besides the courts of princes, the most renown-
ed places of pilgrimage are, likewise visited, and the Dharma
receives its due share of attention, besides the Artha and Kéma.

In Bilhana’s days the order of the grand towr was, of
cowrse, somewhat different. After leaving his native country
he made for the banks of the Jamnd, along which the
high-road from North-Western into Central India was situated
then asnow. The first town, in which he stopped for some
time, was the sacred Tirtha;. Mathurd; thence he crossed
over northwards to the Ganges and visited Kdnoj- Fol-
lowing apparently the course of the latter river, he arrived at
its confluence with the Jamnd at Praydga, (Allabibid,) and final-
ly at Bandras.! This town appearsto have been the eastern-
most point in his travels. It would seem that either at Banaras
or in travelling back westwards he made the acquaintance of
Karpa, a prince holding Ddhala or Dildla. The latter name is
stated? to be an equivalent of Chedi or B«deelkha0 d, an explanation
which is confirmed by the statement that Karna had conquered
the hill fort Kalanjara, situated south-west of Allah&bad close
to the Vindhya range. The poet’s residence at Karna’s court
appears to have been of: considerable duration and one of the
brilliant points in his career, as he mentions his victory over the
poet Gangddhara and that he composed during hisstay in Diha-

la a poem in honour of Rama. For, the statement that he
cooled by the floods of his song Ayodhyd the capital of the
‘husband of Sitd (XVIIL. 94), seems to me rather to have this
. meaning than o point to a journey to Oude.

1. The spelling F7TEf instead of qIYOTEL is, I think, not a blunder
of the copyist. The same form occurs also in other works written after ’

1,000 A. D. e. g. in the Sa atrunjayamihfitmya, which belongs to the
13th century.

2. Compare the Pet. Dict. s, ». Daha.la.. Forbes Ras Mala 1. 90.
identifies D. with Tlpera.
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On leaving Karpa the poet visited Western India, attracted
no doubt by the fame of the conrts of Dhdrd and Ayl_zilvddl and
the sanctity of Somandtha . Pdthan, the celebrated teml')le of
S’iva in Sorath. Tor some reasonm not stated, he did however
not go to Hhars and thus missed seeing king Bhoja. He must,
therefore, have taken ome of the morthern routes leading
from Milvd into Gujarit. In Anhilvid he seems to have
been received hadly, as he bitterly complainsof the boorish
manners of -the Gujaritts. IHis blame of their langunage,
which I think, refers to the execrable pronunciation both
of Sanskrit and Prakrit prevailing in Gujardt, is well founded
and my Gujardti friends plead guilty also to the second chargo
about the tying of the Kakshibandba. After performing his
devotions at Somanitha, Bilhana embarked, no doubt at the
neighbouring port of Verival, for the South of India. The
town at which he landed canuot be made out with certainty
from his too indefinite statement. But I should say that if
was Honore mnear Gokarna at the extremity of the Konkana
which Paras’urima is said to have taken from the sea. He con-
tinued his wanderings in the south for a considerable time and
visited Rdmes'vara. Thence he turned northwards and finally
arrived in Kalyina, where king Vikrama gave him the office of
Vidyépati or chief Papdit.z He scems to have spent the rest of
his life in Kalyina. TFor the Jonging which be expresses
(verse 104), for a contemplative life on the banks of the Ganges,

1) Karna. allied himself later with Bhimadeva 1. of Anhdvﬁd a.go,mﬂt

- Bhoja of Dha,m whom they defeated and slew, Ras Mala loc. cit.

Perhaps the state of Karna's relations with Milvdk made it unadvisablo
for Bilhana to visit Bhoja’s court.

2. The term Vidyfpati is not of frequent occurrence. But it is found
in a passage of the Rijatarangini, which will be quoted below and

in Dr. Bhiu DAji’s Chilisghm inscription J. R. As. Soc. new sor. L.
415, (. 16.
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and the statement that he turned from the vanities of this world
to pure knowledge, show that he completed the Vikramanka-
devacharita in his old age.

Bilhanw’s literary career and his wanderings over India fall in
the third and fourth quarters of the eleventh century. To this
period point his conmexion with Vikraméditya—Tribhuvana-
malla who reigned at Kalyina from 1076-1127 and his state-
ments about the kings of Kashmir.

Bilhana mentions two kings of Kashmir, Ananta and Kalas’a.
From the expression “there was” (asit) used by him,! it would
appear that, at the time when the Vikraméinkadevacharita was
written, Ananta was dead.

Now we know from the Rﬁjatarangipiﬁ that Ananta, after a
reign of thirty-five years caused his son Kalas’a to be crown-
ed king and that, though bhaving nominally abdicated, he
continued to hold the reins of government for fifteen years
longer. At the end of that period he retired, disgusted with the
wickedness of his son, to Vijayakshetra. Two years and six months
later, when the hostility of the unnatural Kalas’a had reduced
him to the last extremity of misery, he committed suicide and his
queen Stryamati or Subhaté became a Sati shortly afterwards.

According to General Cunningham, whose dates of the later
Kashmirian kings are more trustworthy than those given by
Troyer and Wilson, Ananta’s accession to the throne falls in the
beginning of the year 1028 A. D.,% and his death in 1080. Kalas’a’s
rule lasted from 1080-1088, while his coronation and the nominal
beginning of his reign fall in 1062. If I am right in my interpreta-
tion of the word dsiz, it is clear that the Vikramainkadevacharita
must have been composed in the eighth decade of the eleventh

1. XVII. 33.
2, VII. 135-456.
3. Prinsep Antiq. II. 246,
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century. This is also proved by two other circumstances. Firstly
the narrative of the Vikramankacharita ends with a war against

the Cholas! and knows nothing of the great expedition into
Central India beyond the Narn'ladﬁ. which Vikrama undertook in
1088.%2 Sgcondly we learn from a remarkable passage of the
Rijatarangini, which confirms and amplifies Bilhapa’s state-
ments regarding himself, that the poet lived to see Harsha,
Kalas’a’s son on the throne. This passage Rij. VII. 936-938,
which on account of a misprint REF0N for [F#=@M in the Calcutta
edition and of Mr. Troyer’s utterly mistaken rendering, has not
attracted attention, runs as follows :
| HIGIRAT [ TS FETHI: |
Frmafd o FfrzaE eI || %3 ||
TETF: HUEH: FOZFHIFREAC |
THT 77X IS IRIEATRA || 23 ||
and T 8 A gRAAI_|
Rt 7oRe1l B i a1 23 ¢ |3
936.  When Bilhana, who left Kashmir in the reign of Ka-
las’a, whom Parmdc_li, lord of Karnita, made his chief Pandit,*—
937. Whose parasol, when he travelled on elephants through
Karnita-land, was seen borne aloft before the king,—

938. Heard that liberal Harshadeva behaved like a brother to
true poets, he thought even so great a splendour a deception.”

My emendation of this passage will, I trust, receive general

1. XVII. 43 seqq.

2. Jour. R. A. Soc. IV. p. 15. Another inscription referring to this
raid has been discovered by General Cunningham. Regarding the expedi-
tion of 1081 against the Pilas or rather Pallavas see below.

3. g °; ==, Calcutta edition.

4. Mr. Troyer has changed the Vidyipati or chief Pandit to a statue

of Brihaspati, which Parmédi presented to the Kashmirians !
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assent, as Parmiidi is a well known surname of Tribhuvanamalla—
Vikramaditya, 1 and as Bilhapa’s own statements as to his posi-

.tion aund the honours-paid-to him in Kalyina (XVIIL 106) agree

exactly with Kalhana’s words.

If, therefore, Bilhana lived to see Harshadeva’s aecession to
the throne, which happened in 1088, the Vikramankadevacharita,

which speaks of Harsha as a punce, must have been written
before that date.

The statement of the Rijatarangini that Bilhana left Kash-
mir during the reign of king Kalas’a must, however, be referred
to the time between 1062-1080, when Kalas’a was nominal
ruler, not to the period of his actual reign. For, as Bilhana
travelled over a great part of India, stopping in various towns
for some time and as he had stayed at Vikrama’s court a number of
years? before he wrote the Charita, the period of eight years
between 1080-1088 is not long enough to contain all these events.
It seems therefore, highly probable that the departure of
Bilhanpa from Kashmir took place shortly after Kalas’a’s first
coronation in 1062 and the following additional arguments may be -
adduced in support of this assertion. Firstly a period of twenty
to twenty-five years is not too long to be filled by the poet's
wanderings and residence at Kalyéna. Secondly Pandits usually
go on their travels at the age of 20-26. As Bilhana states
XVIII. 86, that he left his country after completing his studies, it
must be supposed that he didso about the sameage. Now, in the
Vikraméinkadevacharita, he also professes as mentioned above, that
he has done with the vanities of this world and longs for the life
of a Samnyési. Consequently he must have been an old man—at

least for India—of about 50 years, and this consideration also re-

1. See J. R. As. Soc IV. 4. The title is also used in the Kumirapi-
lacharita.

2. See XVIII. 101, where the poet gives clesuly to understand that
he had enjoyed the favour of his patron for a long time.
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quires that the period between his departure arnd the composition
of the Clarita should be a long one. °

Thirdly be states, Vikr. XVIIL 94 the fact that he was patro-
nized by Karpa of Dihala and dbid. I.102-103 he narrates
that Somes’vara I. des.ti'oyed the kingdom of Ddkala and de-
feated or slew its ruler Karna. It is very probable that the name
Karpa mentioned in the two passages, refers to the same person
and that Bilhana’s visit occurred previous to the inroad of Some-
s’vara. Now the latter died about 1069. Bilhapa’s stay in
Déhala must therefore have fallen before this date. Finally
]:’»ilhar,la. speaks of Bhoja of Dhdrd as of a contemporary whom
he did not visit, though he might have done so. - It is not im-
possible that Bhoja was alive in 1062-65, though Lassen places
him earlier. But he was certainly dead in 1080.1

All these circumstances are, I think, amply sufficient to esta-
blish my assertion, that Bilhana left his country between 1062-
1065 and wrote the Vikraménkacharita® at an.advanced age
about 1085, and that his travels and literary activity fall in
the third and fourth quarters of the eleventh century.

As regards Bilhana's compositions, he must bave written

1. The date of Bhoja is unfortunately not yet satisfactorily ascer-
tained. Lassen places his reign between 997-1053 (J. A. III. 844).
But the only certain date in his reign is the year 1043 in which his
Karana, the Rijamriginka, is dated. My reasons for placing him
later are firstly that Bilhana states that during Bhoja’s reign Somes'vara
1. (1040-1069) took Dharh by storm and 20dly that Kalhana asserts
Rajatarangini VII. 259, that Bhoja and Kshitirdja or Kshitipati were in
the time after 1062 the only true friends of poets. Kalhana says, tasmin
ksha.ne tulya.m dv.w&smmkawbandhavau, and this tasmin kshane, “at that
moment ? refers to the period, when, after the coronation of Kalas'a in
1062, Kshitirija had become a Samnyasi and sometimes visited king
Ananta in order to console him,
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besides the Panchis’ikil and the Vikraminkakivya several
other works. I have already pointed out that Vikram. XVIIIL.
94 indicates that he k composed a Ramacharita or Rémastu-
ti. In S’4rngadhara’s Paddbati, the contents of which have
now become generally accessible through Professor eAufrecht’s
excellent analysis Zeitschft D. M. Ges. XXVIII. 1-120,
a great many verses of Bilhana's are quoted which are found
in neither of his two known works.?2 Professor Aufrecht thinks
that he composed also a handbook of poetics or an Alam-
kiras’dstra. Further researches in the unexplored libraries will,
it is to be hoped, produce other works of our-author. His compo-
sitions deserve to be rescued from oblivion. For, though he shares
many of the faults of his brother poets as their coarseness and
their conventionalism in descriptions, he possesses a spark of
genuine poetical fire. Really beautiful passages occur in every
canto. One of the most touching is the description of Ahava-
malla’s death, a metrical translation of which will be given else-
where. Bilhana’s verse is lowing and musical, and his language
comparatively speaking simple. He professes to write in the
Vaidarbhi riti. _

1. Tt ought to be stated, that the Panchis’iki is sometimes attributed

to a poet called Chaura. But both its style and the fact that S4rn.
gadhara, who lived in the 14th century assigns it fo Bilhana, settle

the question ; compare also Aufrecht Oxf. Cat, loc. cit. Bhoja quotés the
Panchisikd in the Sarasvatikanthibharana, but not the Vikraminka-

devacharita.
2, I find the following verses of the Vikraminkadevacharita quoted

in the Paddhati loc. cit. p. 55; L. 27.29; VII. 22. 23, 71; VIIL 6.8. 10.
14,16, 21, 70.%5.78; X.39. 42; XI. 83; XIII. 84.

P S
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Proceeding to the analysis of the first seventeen Sargas of the
Vikraménkakévya which treat of the history of the Chélukyas
in general and of VikramAditya in particular, I shall give the
whole of their contents as far as they are of any importance.
In order to enable the reader to form an exact estimate of the
work, I shall closely follow the text and relegate to the notes
all my own interpretations and such additions to the poet’s
statements as can be supplied from the inscriptions of this
dynasty which have been published by Sir W. Elliott, and from
other sources. o

Bilhar_xa’s narrative is unfortunately very uneven. He first gives
some notices regarding the origin of the Chilukya race and the
earlier kings of the restored dynasty which begins with Taila-
pa. But these are very fragmentary. Next he gives a little
" fuller account of the deeds of Vikramiditya’s father, but does
not attempt a connected narrative of his reign. After that, the
events immediately preceding his hero’s birth and the history of
the latter’s youth are given in the style of a chronicler. When
he comes to the wars, fought by Vikrama before his accession to
the throne, he relapses into the rhapsodic treatment of his sub-
ject. The following portion which treats of Ahavamalla’s death,
Vikrama’s exploits during the reign of his brother Somes’vara
IIL., of his accession to the throne, and of the history of the two
first years of his reign is again a kind of chronicle, though i
is unduly enlarged by the introduction of irrevelant poetical
descriptions of the seasons and of court amusements. Iu the
lagt and concluding part Bilhana gives mere fragmentary notes
on events that occurred in the later career of his hero.

Brahma, Bilhana says, was once engaged in his Samdhyd
devotions, when Indra came to him to complain of the grow-
ing godlessness on earth and begged him to put an end to it
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by creating a hero who would be a terror to the evils
doers. On hearing this request the Creator directed his looks
towsrds his Chuluka or water vessel and from it sprung a
handsome warrior fit to protect the three worlds.! From
him descended the Chalukyas a race of heroes, amdng whom
Hirita is reckoned as first progenitor and Mdnavya arose
who humbled the kings of the earth.? The original seat of the
Chilukyas was Ayodhjrﬁ. Some of them desirous of  victory
extended their conguests thence to the reign of the betel-palms
in'the South, “where the tusks of their elephants wrote the
records of their victories on the sands of the ocean-shore that
witnesses the secrets of the Cholas. Narrow was the realm of
Vibhishana to them and their Lorses roamed as far as the snowy
mountains.”3

In course of time, Tailapa (973-997) beeame the ornament
of the Chilukya race, a mighty warrior, who wtterly destroyed
‘those thorns of the earth,’ the Réshtrakdtas.?

After him ruled Satyds'roye (997-1008-) who surpassed Bhér«
gava in the skillful use of his bow.” He was succeeded by Ja-
yasimha (1018-1040) who after a long career, glorious Ithvrou"gh

1. I.31-56; compare Jour. R. A, Soc. IV. 8. extract from the
Handarki inscription.

2. I.58; compare Jour. K. A. 8. Soc. loc. cit.; the Mangalis'a
plate Indian Aut. FII. 305 and Jour. R. A. S. new ser. 1. 255,

3. I. 63-67; compare Jour. R. As. S. IV. 6, 12 where Sir W,
Elliott states according to his inscriptions that fifty-nine princes of this
dynasty reigned at Ayodhy# and other places.

4. 1. 69-%3; compare Jour. R. A.S.IV. 6. Lassen J. A, IV. 1083,
Bilhana has left out this king’s expedition against M#lvs, which ig
mentioned in his inscriptions and admitted in the Bhojacharitra. Ace
cording to the latter Munja was captured and killed by Tailapa, bub
avenged by his suecessor.

5. I 74-78, compare Joar. R. As._Soc. FV. 13, Lassen loc: cit. He
s also called Satyasti,
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numerous victories, “received a garland, culled from the Ddrijita
tree, from Indra’s own bands.”’!

After him came his son Ahavamalladeva,? (104@-69) called
also Trailokyamalla, who in songs, tales and dramas was
celebrated as ¢ the second Rama.’ e conquered the Cholas,® ho
stormed Dhdrd the capital of tho Pramdras in Milava, from
which king Bhoje had to flee.® IIe caused countless sacrifices to
be offered and by his liberality he surpassed the Chintamani, the
wish-granting philosopher’s stone. Ile wutterly destroyed the
power of Karna, king of Dikala.’ e erected a pillar of vie-
tory on the shore of the ocean.S He personally vangnished the king
of Dravida ‘who had run to encounter him’ and stormed Kdncki,

the capital of the Cholas, driving its ruler into the jungles?

1. 1. 79-86, compare Jour. R. A. Soc. IV. 13. Lassenl. e¢. IV. 104.
The phrase that Jayasimha received a garland of Farijita flowers from
Indra means probably that he was killed in battle. Usually the Apsa-
rases are said to choose the dying warriors as husbands and to throw
the Svayamvaramild on their necks. Between Satyleraya and Jaya-
simha, the elder brother of thelatter Vikramaditysa who according to
the inscriptions reigned from 1008-1018, has been left out.

2. 1.87. The real name of this king is Somes'vara (I.). DBilbana
always usesin its stead the honorific titles or Birudas given above.
His reason is probably that, as Vikrama’s hated brother and prodocessor
was also named Somes’vara (I1.), he did not liko to call the fathor to whom
Vikrama was much attached, by the same name.

3. L 90.

4. 1. 91-96.

5. 1. 102 and 103. The two verses contain a pun on the word karnd,
which means ©ear’ and is also a N. pr. Compare above pp. 18 and 23,

6. I. 111,

7. I.114-117. Trom Bilhana’s statement it might scem that the
Dravida and the Chola were two different persons. But all through
the Charita the two names are treated as synonyms, compure e, g V.
28, 29, 43, 60, 61, 77, 79, 84, 85, 89; VI. 2, 4, 7,9, 22, In
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He beautified Kalydna so that it surpassedin splendour all other
cities of the earth.l

But in the midst of his victories and Lis prosperity, Ahava-
malla was tormented by a deep sorrow. For he had no heir. At
last he formed the resolution to lay aside for a while al princely
pomp and to perform, together with his qﬁeen, severe penance
in order to obtain a son through §’iva’s favour. He, therefore,
made over the kingdom to the care of his ministers and retired
to a temple of S’iva. There the royal couple slept on the bare
ground and entirely gave themselves up to devotional practices
and to the service of the temple. The king gathered flowers for
the worship of his guardian deity with his own hands and
the queen swept the floor of the temple and smeared it with
cowdung. After they had spent some time in this manner, the
king, one morning when engaged in his prayers, heard a heaven-
1y voice, which announced to him that S’iva, pleased with his
faith and penance, was willing to grant him three sons, the
second of whom would surpass in valour and virtues all the
princes of the olden times. “Two sons, the voice added, will
be born to thee by virtue of the merit acquired by thy works,
but the second will come to thee by my favour alone.” The

the same way Kuntala and Ka‘r?&ta. are used as synonyms to
designate the kingdom of the Chilukyas.—Regarding the wars of
Ahavamalla compare Jour. As. Soc. IV. 13 and Lassen J. A. IV.
105. The inscriptions support Bilhana's statement that Ahavamalla
conquered the Chola king who had made an inroad into Kuntala, but
they assert thatthe latter was slain. From Bilhana’s statement if
would appear, that there was more than one Chola war. The defeat of
Bhoja is. also mentioned in the inscriptions. But Dibala does not
occur in the list of conquests, though it includes m'a.ny countries of
Central, Eastern, and Northern India. ’

1. TI. 1.25. The word 9#T ‘he made’ might be also taken to
indicate that he founded Kaly%na. But this was not the case, as the town
existed long before his time, compare ¢, g. Ind, Aut. I. 209,
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king, highly rejoicing, acquainted his wife with these auspi-
cious news, performed the ceremonies required to complete
his vow, gave rich presents to the Brahmins, and resumed the
g.overnment.l, ,

In due‘time, the gueen bore a beautiful son who, “ since he
fed the eyes of the king, just as Soma, the moon, feeds the Cha-
koras,” received the name Soma (Somes’vara).? The king was,
however, not satisfied. Remembering the predictions of the
heavenly voice, he anxiously longed for the birth of his second
son. At last he saw the cheek of the queen again become pale.
Hee testified his joy by showering gold on the Brahmins and
by making other thanks-offerings. During this second pregnan-
cy the queen had wonderful cravings which presaged the future
greatness of the child she carried. Sometimes she desired to
place her feet on the elephants that guard the points of the
horizon ; sometimes she called on the nymphs, that are the
guardian deities of the quarters of the Universe, to shampoo her
feet, and at other times she eyed the swords as if desirous to
drink ‘ the water of their steel.

Great precautions were taken to ensure the safety of her
precious burden. The lying-in chamber was secured by
powerful spells and efficacious herbs and ecarefully guarded
by learned Brahmins. At last, in a most auspicious hour and
under a most favourable conjunction of the planets, the eagerly
desired son was born. Flowers fell .fromA the sky, Indra’s

1. IT, 25-58. The king’s performing penance for the sake of a son
is in harmony with Hindu custoras and in itself nof in the least in-~
credible. But in this and subsequent portions of Bilha,r_la’s narrative
there is an évident design of representing Vikrama as the special favourite
of the gods and as such entitled to oust his elder brother from the throne.
This circumstance ought to be taken into account in considering the
credibility of the facts related regarding the internal history of Aha.
vamalla’s family, '

2, II, 57.58.
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drum resounded and, as. the gods rejoiced in heaven, 50 &
fostive tumult, the recitations of the bards and the songs of the
dancers, filled Akavamalla’s palace.

The child’s marvellous lustre, which announced its future great-
ness, induced the king to call him Vikramdditya.? He shrove and
grew up a handsome and strong boy, the favourite of his father.
Early he showed in his plays that he was destined to be a
mighty warrior and conqueror. He loved to chase the royal swans,
the Réajahamsas, and to tease the lionwhelps in their cages.
Later he acquired the various Lipis or alphabets and the art of
using the bow. “ Sarasvati also, the giver of poetry and eloquence,
kissed his lotus-mouth.’®  Not long after Vikrama, the third
promised son was born. He received the name Jayasimha.*

After a while when Ahavamalle saw that Vikraw;dditya,
who had grown up to manhood, had acquired all ‘sciences’
and was anxious for the battle-feast, he conceived the plan
of making him Yuvarhja and thus to designate him as his
successor. But, as soon as he opened his mind to the prince,
the latter, respectfully but firmly, refused the offered favour,
alleging that the dignity of Yuvardja belonged by right to lhis
older brother. In this refusal he persisted when his father re-
presented to bim that both S’iva’s word and the decree of the
stars pronounced him to be destined for the succession. Finding
that Vikrama was not to be moved, the king raised Somes’vara

1. IIL 59-91.
2, Bilhana uses the following vicarious forms for this name, Vikra-
ménka, Vikraminkadeva, and Vikramalnchhana. Elsewhere the forms
Vikrambdityadeva and Vikramirka occur. His Birudas are, Tribhuvauna-
malla ( Bilbana, inscript.) Pa.rmﬁt.ii (Ku.lha.{la, inseript. and Kumira-
phlach.), Kalivikrama (inscript.) )

3. IIL. 1.24.

4. TII. 25. The existence of the third son of Ahayamalla is not men-

tioned in the published inscriptions,
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to the rank of Yuvarfija. Royal fortune and the love of the fath_er‘,l
however, clung to Vikrama alove. He bore also, the burden of
the duties of the king and of the Yuvarija, “just as the prime-
val tortoise carries the serpent S’esha and the earth.”?

With thé permission ofﬁhavamalla», Vikrama; then, set out on a
series of warlike expeditions.2 He repeatedly defeated the Cholas
(I11. 61, 63, 65, 66; IV. 22-28) and plundered Kdnchi. e lent
his assistance to the king of Mdlava, who eame to him for pro-
tection, to regain his kingdom (III. 67) and carried his arms as
far north as Gauda and Kdmardpa. He attacked also the king
of Simhala or Oeyion, who fled before him to the hermitage of
the husband of Lopamudré (IIL. 77 ; IV. 20). He destroyed the
sandal wood forests of the Malaya hills and slew the Lord of
Kerala (IV. 1-18.) He, finally, conquered Géngakumda (IV. 21),
Vengi (IV. 29) and Chakrakota (IV. 30).3

After having accomplished these brilliant exploits Vikrama
turned homewards: He had come as far as the Krishnd, when
he suddenly was aisquieted by the appearance of unfavourable
omens which announced some great impending misfortune.

1. TIIT. 26<59. This part of the narrative of Vikrama’s life, also,
Which strongly puts forward his fitness for the throne and his gene-
tosity to the less able Somes/vara, looks as if it had been touched up
in order to whitewash V.’s character and to blacken that of his enemy.

2. IIL 60—IV. 30.

8. Bilhana’s rhapsodic treatment of this portion of Vikrama’'s career
makes it impossible to determine the chronological order of these wars,
Only so much may be considered certain that his last exploits were

" performed in the Sputh, as he came on his homeward march to the Krish~
18.—The assertion that Vikrama defeated the kings of Gauda and Kima-
#{ipa sounds very strange. It is, however, possible that he made with
his cavalry a raid into their territories.~Vengi (not Chengi as the
text reads) is the coast country between the Godivari and the Krishnd
and belonged about this time to the Cholas (see below), Gingakunda,
or Gindakunda as the MS. has primd manu, must haye been anothor

Chola depeﬁdency, cozepate below VI. 21,

e

T r——
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TIo stopped his march and performed on the banks of the
river S’intis or propitintory ceremonies intended to avert the
threatened evil.  Whilst he was still engaged in these rites,
ho saw tho chief messenger of his father coming from the capi-
tal, with a face that clearly announced him to be sthe bearer
of bad mnews. The prince asked the Halkir at omnce for
nows of Ahavamalla, since already on the appearance of
the omens he had been anxious about the welfare of the latter.
Reluctantly and with many tears the messenger told the dismal
story of Alavamalla’s sudden illness and death.! The king, he
said, bad been supremecly happy on learning his son’s success
against the Chola, Pandya and Simhala.? Tn the midst of his
rejoicings he had been attacked by a malignant fever. Finding
that all remedies were of mo avail, he had resolved to finish
bis life in the Tungabhadrd, the Gangh of the south.® With the
congont of his ministers he had travelled to the sacred stream
and bad died in its waves, meditating on S’iva.%

On tho receipt of those news Vikramdditya was deeply affect-
ed and loudly manifested his grief. At first he refused to be
consoled and had to be disarmed lest he should attempt his
own life. After a while he recovered and performed the fune-
ral coromonies on the banks of the Krishni.

1. IV.31.43.

9. Itis to be noted that the oxpeditions to Central and Eastern India
aro not montioned again and that order of the wars differs from that
given above.

3. Tho sumo opithet is applied to the Tungabhadrd in the
inscriptions.

4, IV. 41-68, Verse 58 containg a regular confession of Ahava-
malla’s fuith in Siva, Yassen’s conjocture J. A. IV.105 that hoe became
a Juina, appoars without foundation. Indian princes will build temples
fur many strango gods, without forsaking their Kuladevatd or
Ishiadovath. The Kuladevatd of the Chdlukyas of Kalyina appears to
have boon Viah{m, as thoy uso tho boar as their oxblewm,
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After that lie sef out for Kalydma in order to console his
brotler. Somes'vara came out to wieet Lim and received him
dffectionately. The two brothers lived for sometime after in
€oncord and friendship. Vikrams, though superior to Some-
s’vara by his talents, hoxoured thie latter ds the chicf of his houss
4nd his king. He aléo ptéserited him with the Looty which
Lo liad made in his wars.!  After a while, however, Sonics’vara
fell into evil couises. - Pride.obstured his judgxx‘ien’b, he became
suspicious, ttuel, atid avaricious, so that Lo tarnished the glory
of tlie Chélukya race and all right-minded persons fell away
from Lim. He even tried to do liarmi to his Drother. When tho
latter saw; that Le -was unable to vestrain the king from ovil
and had to fear for Lis life and good name, he loft Kalyana to-
gether with 4ll his followers. He, also, toole with him tho
youngest s6n of Ahavamalla, fczyasimha, ag ho did not think him
gafe, whilst living near the king. Sowmics’vara, ou learning that
Lis brothets had fled, éent an dgrmly in pursuit of thom. Vikra-
inddityas, unwilling to make wat agaidst his brother, avoided it
for a time: But, whén fidally compelled to fight, he destroyed
it “like one mouthful” Other forces which . were despatohod
after himl in succession, suffered the samoc fate, until these re-
jieate& losses forced Somes’vdra to desist from persecuting his
more talextted brother.2 '

Vilramt, on being left to himself marched towards tho Tunga-
bhadrd,® on Whose bank ho restéd his army for some timeo.

Ll

1. IV.69:96. Bilhana is again very caroful to point out Vikra-
ma’s excellence and his generosity towards his brother in order to
show that his hero gave no cause for the subsequent disagreemonts,

2. 1V. 97—V. 9. Comparé Jour. As, Soc, IV. 14:

3. The Tungabhadtd apparently formed the sotthefn frontier
of the Chilukya kingdom and beyond it lay the dominions of the Choln;

compare also below vs, 56, whére Vikramsy is requestod to feceds to the
Tungabhadrs,
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Then he Lecame anxious to fight the Clola and spent some time

in the provinco of Vanavasa.l

Wlen he resumed his march, the trumpets of his army remind-
ed the kings of Maluyades’a® of his former great deeds. Juayake-
51,3 the king of the Konkan, eame to him and brought presents.
The lord of filupa"‘ made his submission and received benefits
in return. The wives of the king of Kerala weph when they
thought of Vikrama’s former deedsS.

The Chola king, finally, feeling that we was wunable to with«
stand Vikmma}’s approaching army, sent an ambassador to meet
the Chilukya prince and to ask for his friendship, to cement
which he offered his daughtei’s hand. Vikrama agreed to stop

1. Vanaviisa (Banavisi), situated in the corner between the Ghits, the
Tungabbadri and Varadl, appeats at this time to have formed part of
the Chilukya kingdom, and was held for them by a branch of the
Khdamba family, see Jour. R. As, Soc. IV, 37.—Vikrama’s march must
have been directod from Kalyina to the south-west. He muay possibly
have passed a corner of the Chola territory in order to reach Vanavisa.
Thus the statemont that he was anxious to fight the Chola may find its
explanation.

1

2. It would scem that after leaving Vanaviisa, Vikrama descended
jnto the country below the Ghéts and first marched northwards return-_
ing later to the south.

3. ThisJayakes't was the second prince of the name, who belonging fo
the Kidamba race ruled over Goa (Gopakapura). The friendship which he
formed with Parmddi or Vikramaditya—Tribhuvanamalla is mentioned
in the Eddamba mscnptlons published by Mr. Fleet, as well as the fact
that Jayakes/l IT. married karama, s daughter Mailala, compare Jour.
Bo. Br. R. As. Soc. IX. 231, 232, 273. His daughter Mainaladevi
(Mailala ?) became the wife of kmg Karna of Anhilvid and the mother

of the famous Jayasimha Siddharija, see Kumaro.pﬁlachanta I. 66 and
Forbes Ras Mala I. 107.
4. Apparently a town on the coast. Mr. Fleet’sinscript. Nxo. II. Jour.
B.B.B. A. 8. IX. 278 and 282, states that Jayakesi I. conquered
" Klupa. At the time of Vikrama’s visit it may have been in the
possession of a side branch of the Efidambas.

5. Bilhana refers to the defeat of the Kerala king, mentioned IV, 18,

A
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his expedition and to retire to the Tungabhadrd where the Clo-
la king promised to meet him. The retreat to the river was
arranged in order to save appearances, lest it should be said
that the Chola had proffered his friendship throngh fear. Ac-
cordingly the king and the prince met ; the former was lmmble
and the latter generous to his former foe. They were pleased
with each other and Vikrama’s marriage with the Chola princess
was duly celebrated. The king then departed.l  Shortly afier-
wards while Vikrama was still tarrying on the Tungabhadri,
the news reaclied him that his father-in-law was dead and that
the Chola kingdom was in a state of anarchy. IIeat once start-
ed for the south in order to place his wife’s brother on the
throne. He entered Kdnchi and put the rebels there under
his heel. Next he visited Gdngakupda, destroyed the armics of
the enemy and finally secured the throne to the Chola prince.
After a month’s further stay in Kinchi he retwrned to the
Tungabladri.?

But his expedition was not to Lave any lasting effects. A
“few days’ after his return, he learnod that his brother-in-law
bad lost his life in a fresh rebellion® and that Rdjiga, the lord

of Vengi, had taken possession of the throne of Kanchi.*

1. V. 28-VI. 3.

2. VI. 6-25.

3. T conclude this from the expression ¢ prakritivirodhahatasya chola-
slinoh’ (vs. 26), which I translate by of the Chola prince, who had been
slain in consequence of a disagreement with his subjocts.” Tt might
be taken to mean “of the Chola prince, who had been killed ( by
Rijiga ) in consequence of an inveterato enmity.’” DBut the statement,
made above, that after the death of the old Chola monarch a rebellion
broke out, which had to be quelled by Vikrama, speaks in favour of
the former interpretation.

4, The mistake in the text (ve. 26) I for 3(F was caused by my
consulting Prof, H. H. Wilson’s Cat. Mackenzio Coll. before my at.
tention was drawn to Sir W, Elliott’s second article ou the CLilukyas
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Vilrama at once prepared himself to march against the
usurper; but the latter in order to save his newly acquired
throne asked Somadeva of Kalyfna te make an alliance with him
against their common engmy. Somes’vara, thinking that 3
favourable opportunity te destroy his hated lrother had been
found, eagerly agcepted Rijigals offer, though the hereditary
enmity Detween the Cholas and the Chjlukyas ought—at least
in Bilhaga’s  opinion—to haye prevented sucha; st:ep.‘1 He
watehed Vikrgma’s movements and followed him so closely on his
march to the south, that, when Rijiga’s army had, at last, been
reached by Vikrama, Sowmes’vara’s forces werp encamped not
far off in his rear. 'When Vikrama became aware of the hostila

in the Journ. Madras L. and Sc. Soc. Vol. VII, That paper not only
shows that Vengi is the correct reading, but affords also the key to
this portion of Bilhana's narrative. Sir W, Elliott, shows that a branch
of the Cholas had established itself in Vengides'a, the eastern coast
between the Kpishx_u‘m and the Godivari, and had extended its conquests
thence to the frontiers of Katak ( Cuttack). This kingdom passed
by marriago to Rijendra Chola. “He was succeeded by his son
Vikramadova, surnamed Xulottunga Chola. On the death of his
unelo Vijaydditya, who had been viceroy of Vengides'a, the king
deputed his son Réjurfija to assume the office ; but after holding it
for one year A. I). 1078, he resigned it in favour of his younger
brother Viradeva Chola, who assumed the title of Kulottunga Chola,
Ilis grants are found in great numbers from A, D. 1079 up to the
yeoar 1133, when a partial restoration of the Ohilukya line appears
to havo taken place.’’ I think there can be no doubt that Bilhana’s
Réjiga is the Réjarfija of the inscriptions, as the former name appears
to be only n popular corruption of the latter and ag the time, when
they are said to have ruled over Vengi, is nearly the same. If this
identification is correct, it follows that the Chola king whose daughter
Vikramdditya married was Vikramadeva-Kulottunga and that the
Chola priuce, whom Vikramjditya established on the throne, was a
brother of Rdjarija-Rijign. Probably the interference of the Chilukya
prince was the cause of his protegé's losing his throne and his life,

1. Bilhana, in uttering this sentiment, forgets that a short time pre-
vious his hero had formed a matrimonial alliance with the same Chola
race.
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intentions. of his brother, he was deeply ‘jiSﬁ'¢§’39f1" being

averse from a fratricidal war. He sent friendlﬁ~m*é§% gs 0.
TETRAE EI s
Somes’vara and made attempts at a veconciliation witly. himi

Somes’vara apparently accepted his brother’s advances; but, in
reality he meditated treachery, soiling the fair name of his race.
He only temporised in oxder to find a favourable moment for strik-
ing a deadly blow. Even when Vikrama became aware ofthis, lie
was still unwilling to encounter his brother on the battle-field.
It was only at the express command of S’iva, who, appearing to
himin a dream, ordered him to fulfil his destiny and to become a
great ruler, that he consented to anappeal to arms. On the morning
after the wvision had appeared, a hard countested hattle was
fought in which the victory finally remained with Vikrama.
Rijiga fled ax}d Somes’vara was taken prisoner.

Immediately after the battle Vikrama returned to the Tunga-
bhadri. He, atfirst, intended to restore his captive brother to Iiberty
and to the throne. But S’iva interposed a second time and angrily
commanded him to assume the sovereignty. Then Vikrama
obeyed the order of the God and allowed himself to be pro-
claimed ruler of the Dekhan.!

1. VI.26-99.—According to the inseriptions Jour. As. Soc. IV. 14 thix
battle was fought in 1076. The inseriptions contain also the sann stuge.
ments regarding Somes'vara—Bhuvanaikamalla’s charucter, though no
mention is made of the circumstance that the latter was aided by tho
Chola king in the battle which cost him the throne. If iy, however,
doubtful if Vikrama, in acquiring the throne of Ka,lyin_m, was merely
a victim of destiny, as Bilhana wishes to make out. It looks very
suspicious that the poet finds himself obliged to bring in S'iva threoe
times in order to vindicate the course of sction taken by his hero,
Vikrama’s alliances with the Kidamba Jayakes? and tho Choln s,
also, to indicate that he, on his side, was preparing himsell for eoming
events or had far reaching designs. Lastly what one sees and hears
now of Rajput life, makes one cautious in believing that one brothee
should have dethroned the other morely through the latbers fuulf,
There are no doubt touching instances of strong funily adlection in

g
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To his youngest brother Jayasimha Vikrama gave the office

‘of viceroy of Vanavdsa.' Shortly afterwards he made fur-

ther expeditions, by which he subdued everybody and every

thing in the four quarters of the universe excepting only the

elephants that guard the points of the horizon. Against whom
these wars were waged is not stated. But ‘ when the multi-

tude of the kings had been exhausted,” Vikrama once more had

to ‘extinguish’ the Chola.? Then only.he entered lis capital of

Kalyina.?

The time of Vikrama’s arrival in Kalyéna fell in spring, the
season of pleasure and love. The king also was destined to
undergo its influence and to become a slave to the gentle passion.
He learnt that the S’ilabfra prince, ruling over Karahita,
possessed a daughter Chandralekbad or Chandaladevi by name,
who, being endowed with marvellous beauty, was by the order
of Parvati to hold a Svayamvara. The minute inventory
of the princess’ charms beginning with Lér toe-nails and end-
ing with her raven tresses, which was to be given to Vikrama,
set his heart on fire. A spy was despatched to Karahita in
order to see what his chances might be. During the time of
this person’s absence Vikrama’s passion grew to such an
extent, that his limbs wasted away and pallor overspread his

Rajput families. But, in general, a great amount of jealousy
and dissension prevails, caused partly by the system of polygamy,
which among the Rajputs is derigueur as a matter of etiquette, and
partly by the uncurbed ambition of these races. Considering all these
points I am inclined to give the verdict against Vikrama and Bilhana
and to assume that the former designedly used his superior talents to
oust his weaker brother.

1. VI. 99 compare also XIV. 4.

2. Possibly, by the ‘*multitude of kings,’’ (naranithachakra) whom
Vikrama subdued, rebellious Shmantas or feudal chiefs may have to
be understood. The statementthat he had again to fight the Ohol&, ’
detracts from the magnitude of his formel victory.

3. VII, 1-2,
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face. But Lis torment was quickly allayed, when the messenger
returned with excellent news. He reporfed that Chandralekha,
on hearing of Vikrama, had fallen in love with him, that she
wished to elect him for her husband and that her father’s
wishes coincided with her own. He concluded his specch by
exhorting Vikrama to set out at once for Karabdta, as the
Svayamvara was to take place immediately.

The king hastened on the wings of love to that “ecapital of
Cupid,” where many other princes had alrcady assembled”  The
chief of Karahita received him respectfully and affectionately.
After the rites of hospitality had been performed, Vikrama entered
the hall where the Svayamvara was to be held, and sat down
among his rivals. In due time the princess, also, arrived, attended

by her maidens and an eldexly matron of the harem. The

latter pointed out and described the great qualitics of tho as-
sembled chiefs. Chandralekhd heard unmoved the praises of
the lord of Ayodbyi, a descendant of Réma, of the kings of ‘
Chedi and Kényakubja, of the ruler of the country watered by
the Charmanvati (Chambal), of the princes of Kalinjara, Go-
péchala, Malava, Gurjara, Péndya and Chola. One by oue she
rejected them, signifying her displeasure by various contemp-
tuous gestures. Her eyes sought the Chilukya and remained
fixed on his face. When the other princes saw this, thoy lost
all hope of suceess with the Patimvard and plainly maniflested
their disappointment and anger. But the Pratihdvavakshi, the
attending matron, londly approved the choice of the princess,
who had selected a husband 8o noble, handsome, rich and

" brave, the congueror of the allied Cholas and Chélukyas. Sho

exhorted her to throw the garland over his meck. Chandra-
Jekbth obeyed, the acclamations of the assembled muliitndo
approved her act, and the bappy pair at once proceeded to tho
nuptial Mandapa.l

o

1, VIL 8—IX, 152,~DBy giving in the seve;xi;-ﬁ- bmgu a lengthy dev
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Aftei the wedding lad been celebrated, the rejected suitors
departéed. Many of them would have liked to give vent to
their anger by deeds; but fear of the great Chélukya restrain-
ed them. Vikrama and his bride, happy in each others com-
pany, enjoyed their newly found bliss and the pleasures of
spring. In the morning they took wallss in the garden. Vi-
krama pointed otit to Chandralekha the beauties of the season.
He seated ler in a swing and swung her with his own hands:
Latet the whole harem was called out and the women amused
themselves and the king with gathering flowers from the trees
and cieepers. Then, ¢overed with the jpollen of the blossoms,
they weint to a tank to bathe and to sport in thie water. Fi-
nally, in the evening, after enjoying the bright moonlight and
after making a fresh toilet; the whole party sat down to «
banquet at which Surd or Madhu, a highly intoxicating liguor,
flowed in streams. The women were soon flushed by this drink

scription of the effects of spring on the passions and of its amusements
and by introducing a detailed description of Chandralekhi’s charms
in the eigth Sarga, Bilhana has managed to fill nearly-three cantos
with the narrative of Vikrama’s marriage. He has also succeeded in:
giving the story a very unreal appearance by imitating the Raghuvams'a’
in the description of the Svayamvara. Nevertheless the main facts re<
lated by him may be taken to be historical. For the name of Vikra-
ma’s wife Chandaladevi is preserved in the inscriptions vide Jour. As.
Soc. IV, 13. From the inscriptions of the S'ilahfiras it is also certain:
that this family ruled in Karahta, the modern Karhid (Kurrar), see
ibid p. 282. Bilhana does not employ the name S4lahira, but he
calls Chandralelkha twice, VIII. 3 and IX. 27 a Vidyidhara. The
S'ilahiras bore this appellation by virtue of their descent from Jimfita«
vithana.

Tod’s annals of Rijasthin and other works show that Svayamvaras
occurred among the Rajputs until a very late period. From the great
. length and minuteness of the descriptions of Chandaladevi’s beauty,

of her Svayamvara and of Vikrama’s affection for her, it may be
concluded that she was still the favetrite when Bilhana wrote.

.

17564
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and their 0dd bebaviour and speeches served to amuse the king.!
At the beginning of the hot season Vikrama proceeded to

‘Kalyina. His entry caused a great commotion, especially

among the fair sex. The women, ome and all, fell in
love with their Lking and manifested their passion in
various extravagant ways. Arrived at his palace the
prince held a Darbir and then retired to the inner apartments,
where, anointed with sandal oinment, he sought, in the com-
pany of his wives, refuge from the heat in bath xooms
cooled by flowing water. He again gave himself up to the
pastime of the Jalakrids? During the remainder of the hot seca-

1. IX.1—XI 95.— Tho description of the king’s amusements, to
which Bilhana, treating them apparcntly con amore, allots near ly throa
whole Sargas, may be considered a faithful picture of the life in the
ioner apartments of an Eastern king. Vikramdditya’s son, Somos'vara
III. surnamed Bhfilokamalla wrote a curious handbook of amuscinents
for kings, entitlcd Manasollisa or Abhilashitachintbmani. llo
enumerates twenty kinds of sports (vinoda) and twonty amusc-
tnents (ktids) the latter of which appear chiefly destinedfor the
harem. They include those mentioned by Bilhana. The exciting ele-
ments in them are mostly romping, equivoque, debauchery and drink-
ing. Drink has always been a favourite pdssion of the Rajputs. The
abstaining classes among the Hindus, the Brahmans and the Jaina and
Bauddha Vanids, have consba.ntly struggled against ihis proponsily-
The first strongly condomn it in their works on Dharma and Nili
(scee. 9. Manu VIL. 50, and Kimandaki XIV. 59) and both Jainas
and Bauddhas, whenever they gained over a Rajputa, king tell us that thoey
made him renounce the uge of spirituous liquors. Their efforts have nob
had any great success. For the Rajputs of our day, even thoso who
are not debauchees;, use varloug kinds of burnt waters which in
strength surpass anything, ever manufactured in Europe. I must, how-
cver, confess that the usc of spirituous liquors by Rajput females was
unknown to me until I read of it in Bilhana's and Somes'vara’s work.

2. XII 1.78.—The description” of the passionate behuviour of the
women at the entry of the king is merely conventional. [t is repeated
on several occasions.—Bathrooms, (dhirigriha) of the kind mentioned
by Bilhana, are now in existence and in use. Thoy arc somotimcs

attached to Vivs (vipi) or wells and underground,
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* son and the ensuing rainy season Vikrama stopped in the capital,

entirvely devoting himself to pleasure. He composed also a poem,
describing the breaking of the Monsun, which he addressed to
Chandaladevi.!

But when the end. of the rainy season came, he received
news which rudely aromsed him from his luxuarious repose.
A confidential adviser informed him, that his brother Jaya-.
simha, whom Le had made viceroy of Vanavisa after the victory
over Somes’vara and Rijiga; was meditating treason. In proof
of. this assertion the informer stated that JFayasimha amassed
treasures by oppressing his subjects, that he inereased his army,
that he had sabjected to himself the forest-tribes, that he was
seeking the friendsnip of the Drivida king and that, worst of
all, he tried to seduce Vikrama’s soldiers from their allegiance.
In conclusion he added that the prince would shortly advance
with hostile intentions to the Krishpaveni.

Vikrama was greatly distressed by this news, which opened
the prospect of another fratricidal war. Unwilling to act without .
fuller information, he sent out spies to ingmire into the truth of
the accusations against Jayasingha. The report which they"brought
back, confirmed it. Even then the king was averse from harsh
measures. He addressed friendly exhortations to his brother,
representing to him that, as be possessed already regal power in
the provinces assigned to him, a rebellion'would profit him but
little. But all was in vaim. ' '

In the meantime autumn came. The beauty of this season, (of
which a lengthy description is given), did not allay Vikrama’s
anxiety and distress. He again made repeated attempts to be re-
congiled to Jayasimba. But the latter would no longer receive his
messages. He advanced tothe Krishnd where many Mindalikas

1. XIII. 1.90.—] will not decide if we have really to recognize in
Vikramdditya & royal-author or if Bilhana merely puts the poem into
his motth in his anxiety to give a complete description of the seafons.



INTRODUCTION. 43

joined his camp. Filled with the hope of victory and proud of lis

_army, he allowed his soldiers to commit all possible excesses. Vil-
' lages were plundered and burnt and their inhabitants dragged into
captivity. He, also, sent insulting messages to the king, his bro-
ther. Vikrama patiently bore these outrages for sometine, but final-
ly was compelled to take the field in self-defence. Collecting
a large army, he also advanced to the Kyishnd. On arriving
there he once more tried negotiations. When these failed, a
battle was fought, in which Jayasimha at first gained some ad-
vantages by means. of his elephants. But Vikramdiditya's
personal bravery restored the fortune of the day. Jayasimha's
army was routed and its leader was captured on his flight, in
the jungles. Though Vikrama would have had reason onough
to deal hardly with the captive, he spoke kindly to Lim and
consoled him.?

After this victory Vikrama returned to KalyApa and enjoyed
the pleasures of the cold season which, in the mean while had
come on. These consisted in hunting parties, at which he
slew lions and other large game, hunted boars with hounds
and shot deer with arrows.!

After Vikrama had subdued all his enemies, his dominions
enjoyed peace and prosperity. The eloments even showed
themselves propitious, neither famine mnor pestilence visitod
his kingdom. In course of time sons were born to him, who
resembled him and gladdened his heart. His 1ibernlity to ;‘.I-ne

1. X1V, 1.—XV, 87.—Vikrama’s war with J ayasxmha is not men-
tioned in the inscriptions made known by Sir. 'W. Elliott. Tho reason
is, no doubt, that Vikrama did not care to proclaim the fuct, that he
had fought with both his brothers. According to Bilhana’s account
the battle falls at the end of the year 1077 and the statemont of tho Xit-
damba inscriptions that Tailapa Kidamba became Govornor of Vana-
visa in S'aka 999 or A, D. 1077-78 agrees with it. The latter ovont
probably took place after the deposition of Jay asimha,

2. XVI 1.33.
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poor of all countries was unbounded. He erected also build-
ing for pious purposes, to -commemorate - his name. He built
a temple of Vishpu-Kamalivilasi; in front of it hedug a
splendid tank. Near it he built a eity with splendid temples
and palaces.? :

Once more, however, after a long period of peace he had to
draw his sword. The Chola again became proud and insolent,
But Vikrama’s army marched on Kénchi; a battle was fought
in which the Chola fled as usual. Xéinchi iwas taken. Vikrama
amused himself there for some time and finally -returned to
his capital.2

Iv.

It remaijns for meto give some information regarding the MS.
on which this edition of the Vikraminkadevacharita is based. It
belongs, as already stated, to the Brihajjninakosha of the
Osval Jainas, which is preserved under the great temple of
Parisnath (Pirs’vanitha), in the fort of Jesalmir. It is written
with ink on 158 palm leaves, each ahout a foot long and four
inches broad, which are proiected by boards and held together

1.- XVII. 1-42. The building of the city, which was called Vikra-
mapura js mentioned in the inscriptions (Jour, R, As, Soc. [V.15) and
Sir W. Elliott adds that *an enormous tank and other works attest its
former splendour.”

2. XVII 43-68.—This expedition must have been the last impor-
tant event, which occuyrred before Bilhana wrote. Perhaps it is the
war agaiogt the Pila (read Pallaya) kixxé mentioned in the inscriptions
as haying taken place in 10S1. (L cit, P. 15). TFor a branch of the
Kerala Pallavas was established in the Chola country and ruled it for
some time in the seventh century. During Vikrama’s times the Cholas
fell very low indeed and it is just possible that the Pallavas regained
some of their old influence in the Fast of the Peninsula, (compare
Burnell EL S. J. Pal, p. 29. But this point, as indeed all Sir W, Elliott's
inscriptions, requires re-examination, :

- -

.
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- by a string passed through the middle. Each page contains
from four to seven lines. The same Pothf includes also twenty

/j more leaves containing several small poems.
"7 On the last leaf of the Pothi there is a notice that this Pustiki

/ -
was recovered (punargribiti ) by Khetsingh and Jethmall in Samvat

1343, or, (as the Jainas nearly always use the Vikrama Sarngat),
A. D. 1286-7. Though this date occurs on a leaf not belonging to
the Vikraminkakivya, it may be assumed that tho note refers
both to it and to the additional twenty leaves. TFox thero is
no difference between the handwriting of the two parts of the
Pothi. The copy on which the present edition is based, must,
therefore, have been written within 200 years from Bilhana’s
time. The writing makes it probable that it may be even older.

‘The preservation of the MS. is in general excellent. In a fow
places only the ink has. been rubbed off and the letters lave
become indistinet. The worst passage occurs in the fifth Sarga
where half a page has been nearly destroyed in this manner. A
careful examination of the leaf with a strong magnifying glass
enabled me to make out all the letters with tho exception of six
Aksharas in V. 16. The MS. has been written with great care

" and Las been corrected and annotated. The glosses aro in a

mixture of ancient Gujariti and Marvidi, such as is used by
the Yatis down to the present day. Its lottors resemble
those of the photograph prefixed to my Report om S. MSS. for
1872-73, of the palm leaf MSS. exhibited last year at tho
Oriental Congress, and of the Chalukya inseriptions in Abd and
other parts of Gujarit. They are ancient Jaina Devanigari
and are mot readable, without some practice, by those who
know only the modern Balabodha characters. The letters ck,
dlk and v as well the groups kri and ksk are very tronblesome
even to a practised eye. For the shape of the latter two is almost
identical and the former three are distinguished only by very

* minute strokes, which in old MSS. are frequently rubbed off.
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As soon as I recognised the importance of the MSS., I resolved
to copy it out myself. My time at Jesalmir was limited. DBut.
with the help of my companion Dr. H. Jacobi of Bonn, who
kindly lent me his assistance during my whole tour in Raj-
putana, the task was accomplished in abont seven days. He
copied Sargas V. VI, XIV.—XVIIL. and XVIIL 1—74, ‘while
the rest fell to my share. We then revised our copy together.
I fear, hLowever, that some at least of the little lacunsze and
mistakes, which had to be filled in and corrected when the work
was printing, are owing to the inaccuracy of our transcript and not
to that of the writer of the old MS. Every case where in printing
I thought it necessary to alter the text given hy the transcript,
has been carefully stated in the mnotes. With the exceptipn of
two or three passages' about which I am still in doubt, the
text of the Vikraméinkakivya is readable, and I believe that, if
fresh MSS, are found, it. will prove to be trustworthy. I have
to thank Vimanichirya Jhalkikar for several emendations, which
he suggested while copying my transcript for the press and bis
brother Bhimdchirya for some other corrections given in the

" addenda. x

I have also to thank K. M. Chatfield, Esq., Director of Public
Instruction who like his distinguished predecessors E. Howard,
Esq., Sir A. Grantand J. B. Peile, Esq., C. S., continues to give
a liberal support to Oriental Scudies, for his ready permission to
print the work in the Bombay Sanskrit Series.

1. E.g. II 21,
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CORRIGENDA AND ADDENDA.

- P. 3581 21, for €lI(° read FETO,
P. 5¢1 52, — O°T=gAm: — T,
P. 541 52 noteadd W:g={@+T° MS.
P. 71 70, for F=aC read MEeF°,
P. 9 s’l. 98, for TH read .
P. 11 s'1 colophon for By read (Y3793 °,
P. 16 &'l. 54, for &9 Tq: read §AIT:,
(Bhimachirya). o
P. 241 39, forsaF read STEL
P. 30¢L 27, for 3BF° read ®IBH(°,
P. 30s1 29, forSfF read .
P. 311 81, for dWT read AN,
w P. 81¢L 85 for °IRIM - read WM.
P. 38 &L 118, for &MTal vead F(AA:.
P. 891 5, for FFA° read &4 FoAO,
P. 41 ¢1 25, for CHITRA read ATH7HO,
P. 49«1l 26, for I(§° read 3(¥.
P. 51 sl 49, for TIH° read TEHO,
P. 55¢L 91, for A& read CHETLERIA,
. (Bhim&chﬁ.rya).
. P. 57 sl 17, for @&E=eg° . read {@=g°,
B P. 59l 387, for TsTAT° read ISTRT.
P. 6051 51, for 'i‘*fﬁﬁr 7° read Efmmni".
52,  for IToFURH °© read STFIFC.
P. 61¢1 63, for FHA read SAY.
P. 6451 77, for MEUFY(® read FTEEFTO.
P. 65¢L 15, for °T&wl read °gEMI.
P. 7881 40, for CYNENE:  read TTATF:.




P. 87wl 14,

P. 9341 89,
P. 107 8’1 32,
P. 113 8’1 19,
P. 113 &'l 23,
P. 120 &’1. 89,
P. 120 8’1. 4,
P. 139 &/1. 33,
P. 143 ¢l 9,
P. 146 s'1. 48,
P. 148 8’1, 67,
P. 166 s’1. 101,

[

for °HA®F®
for °@EEAEAR
for °@iaort
for °orFrg
for °TT
for Fg=HaY°

read .

read CWOTAAA,
read °HiaoTEL,
read °YTHE.
read TTAA,

read FGIUO,

for °Fgd read 37°.
for =¥ ° read I¥F°.

for FIT=SIHY read (IEYHIT.
for °wier read °u[EI°.
for °FF read °28,

for °HArTIH ° read WITT TH°.
for =rafw °© read °AWTO.

Introduction.

P. 26 line 9, for “reign” read ‘realm”.

P. 46 ,, 12 ,

“hy*

[13 ‘by”'

E

50
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—Edited and explained by F. Kirrmorn, Ph. D.; Part IL
Translation and Notes. Paribhashis IL—XXXVII. Rs. 2—4.

No. VIII. KALIDASA’S RAGHUVAI&S’A, with the Comment-
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‘ ary .of Mallinitha,—Edited with Notes by Smanzar P.

Pawprr, M. A, Part II.,, Cantos VIL—XIII. Rs. 3-8,

¥o. IX. NAGOJIBHATTA’S PARIBHASHENDUS'EKHARA —

No.

No.

No.

No.

Edited and explained by F. Krrumorn, Ph. D., Part 171.,
Translation and Notes. DParibhéshas XXXVIIL—ILXTX.
Re. 1-8. '

X. DAI\.I]?IN’S DAS’ARUMARACHARITA,—Edited witly
critical and explanatory Notes by G. BEULER@ Ph. D, Part, I.
Re. 1-8.

XI. BHARTRIHARD'S NITIS’ATAKA axp VAIRAGYA-
S’ATAKA,—with extracts from two Sanskrit Comment-
aries,—Edited with Notes by Kas’tvate T. Trrave, M.A.
Re. 1-12.

XII.NAGOJIBIIATTA’S PARTBIIASIIENDUS’EKHARA,—
Edited and explained by F. Kisrmorw, Ph. D., Part II.,

Translation and Notes. Paribbishis LXX.—CXXII. Re. 1—4. -
. XIIL. KALIDASA’S RAGHUVAMS’A, with the Commentary

of Mallinitha,—Ldited with Notes by Suangsr P. Paxprr,
M. A., Part IIL, Cantos XIV-XIX. Rs. 2. N

XIV. B,TLHANA'S VIKRAMANKADEVACHARITA.—-By
@&. Byuer, Ph. D. Re. 1—5.

In the Press.

lt[ﬁLATiMf&I)l’IAVA with a Sanskrit Commentary,—Edited

by R. G. BIIANDARKAR M. A.

KALIDASA’S VIKRAMORVAS’I by Smankar P.Pawprr, M A.

In Preparation.

VISAKHADATTA’S MUDRARAKSHASA, by Kis'mvarm T-

Trrane, M, A.

P
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BANA'S CHANDIS'ATAKA, by Cmapizris E. Drxsmrr.

N.B.—Nos. 11, VIIL., IX., XIL, 7.e. the whole of Paribhishendus’ekha-
ra in the four parts is sold at Rs. 7.
Applications for the above books to be addressed to the Curafor
of the Government Central Book Depét, Bombay.
Remittances in postage stamps should be sufficient to cover discouns
at the rate of one anna per rupee.



