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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

“Different classes of persons, at different times,
make, of course, very various demands upon liter-
ature. Still, scholars, I suppose, and not only schol-
ars, but all disinterested lovers of books, will al-
ways look to it, as to all other fine art, for a refuge,
a sort of cloistral refuge, from a certain vulgarity
in the actual world.”"— Walter Pater on ‘Style.’

A literary man of fine sensibilities cannot bear
to be always in touch with the vulgarity of the world
in'which he was destined to live. He longs to be away
from it. If the circumstances of his life are suchas
force him to live near to it, he either seeks a means
whereby he can remove the vile accreticns piled up
by igmorance or tries hard to introduce order and
neatness where all had been disorderly and filthy.
Morever he keeps his mind intact ard takes great
delight in contemplating the Leauties of nature and
noting the excellent traits in human character. In
addition to these if he be so fortunate as to be en-
dowed with the rare faculty of communicating his
refined thoughts on life and beauty to the society in
which he moves, he takes as his effective means
either language or music, painting or sculpture. In
representing his fine ideas in thesemediums of thought.
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“he is careful enough to avoid all sorts of vulgarity
lest it should gontaminate not only his mind but also
the minds of those whom he addresses. - If, at all,
he is obliged to touch upon an aspect of vulgarity
in order to bring into strong relief either the beauty
of nature or human character in the delineation of
which he is engaged, he touches only so much of it
as is needed for his purpose. In short, a man of
‘refined sense and productive imagination idealizes
all that his experience brings into his mind, gives to
them a form which is not wholly at variance with
what they have in the actual world but which now be-
comed in his hands more sharp and distinct in its
outline, more brilliant in its colour, more wital,
moral and “spiritual in its expression. When this
product - of his intellect is given to the world, the
people who see it, are not shocked at it, for they
find nothing extravagantly strange in it, but are
pleased to perceive what was, and is, familiar to
them, has now become invested witha charm and
beauty which thrills them with a heavenly pleasure
~and awakens in them an ardour to emulate its virtue.
This effect is common to all ideal productions of
mighty minds whether they are prose writings, or
poems, music, paintings, or sculptures.
Still; of all, the effect produced by language s
stronger and more permanent, since it appeals direct-
ly to intellect and imagination, while that of music,
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painting and sculpture reaches them only indirectly.
To the power and influence exercised from time
immemorial by language over the destinies of nations,
the Tolkappiam, the Sacred Kural, the Silappadhi-
karam, the lliad, the Mahabharata and others are a
‘standing testimony even to-day. -

, In English literature, leaving aside the immense
‘good rendered by the immortal works of such master
poets as Shakespeare, Milton, Shelley and others,
whqen we come to take into account the numerous
benefits that accrued first to the English people and
next through them to humanity at large, from the
prose writings of literary men, no name stands higher
in- our estimation than that of Joseph Addison.
Before the time of our author the English people
were somewhat coarse in their tastes, rude in man-
-ners and wanting in refinement. Their age was so
badly artificial that in it even the greatness of a poem
like Paradise Lost was not recognized. In such an
age Addison came and “spoke with the true tone of
a moralist, yet with a moderation and judgment that
disarmed criticism, and brought the lessons home to
' the hearts of men. His humour is of the subtlest
“and most delicate kind; his wit is keen, but kept in
check by a noble temper and perfect sanity of
)udgment - Agam it 1s to Addison that we are
indebted ‘for. enforcing truer canons of taste in

» *English Literature by Prof. J. M. D. Meiklejéhn, P:312.
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literature, life, and art, and for establishing a more
correct standard of literary criticism.”” *
the first English prose-writer who, in a remarkable
way, fulfilled the function of a true literary artist.
Even while he was in the midst of a people with

HS was

little refinement, he did not allow his mind to be
tainted by their m=anness, but strove hard to purify
their tastes and refine their manners. Close as he
lived toreality, its vulgarity he shunned. He ideal-
ized everything on which he set his thought. If -
what he took to handle were by its nature pivre,
after eoming into his hands, it glowed with a stll
purer light casting around a serene, moral and spir-
itual radiance; but if it were of a low and vulgar
kind, he purged it of the foul element which render-
ed it unclean, while its good quality he improved.

In this noble work of idealisation Addison’s
English style plays a prominent part. His choice
of words 1s faultless and the harmony of sound and
sense in which the words flow into sentences, ren-
ders the matter attractive and easy of comprehension.
Besides the literary grace, his mild and delicate
humour infuses an additional charm into his essays
which produces a pleasurable effect on the mind of
the reader, when impressing on it the great moral
and spiritual ideas imbedded in them. His English
style, even after the lapse of two centuries which

*Ibid, p. 312.
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brought in succession great masters of English prose,
still remains an excellent pattern to be *studied after
by all who wish to acquire a good English style.
Well has it been observed by Shaw that “‘Addison
was long held up as the finest model of elegant yet
idiomatic English prose; and even now, when a more
lively, vigorous and coloured style has supplanted
the neat and somewhat prim correctness of the
eighteenth century, the student will find in Addison
some qualities that never can become obsolete—a
nevet-failing clearness and limpidity of expression,
and a singular appropriateness between the language
and the thought.” * »

Twenty one years ago when [ was studying
with deep interest the essays of this master of
English prose, 1 was taken up so much with the
beauty, excellence and instructive power of which,
that during the course of my reading [ felt a strong
desire within me to translate some of them into
“Tamil in order to make my countrymen understand
the kind of inimitable literary grace with which the
best English prose is tinged and how it aids to im-
press on the mind of.the reader the moral and spiri-
tual ideas which it inculcates. At first [ translated
‘The Vision of Mirza’ and ‘The Wonders of
Creation’, as they are full of thoughts and sentiments
that bear a close resemblance to the principles of the

* A History of English Literature by T. S. Shaw, p. 320.
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Tamilian reljgion and philosophy called Saiva Sid-
dhanta and published them in the year 1904, in the
second volume of my magazine Jnanasagaram. To
suit them to the taste of the Tamil people, 1 had to
make certain changes in the Tamil version of the
two essays. Firstof all I removed almost all proper
mames that are foreign to Tamil and put in their
stead pure Tamil pames.  And secondly, by way of
introducing the subject, I added at the beginning of
each essay a few appropriate incidents taken from
the early part of my life. These additions” and
changes, | suppose, must have made the matter of
the essays look more attractive in their Tamil garb,
for the readers who were not aware of their English
original, believed that they were pure Tamil produc-
tions and admired their beauty. So much the two
essays pleased my readers that it encouraged me to
undertake the translation of some more of Addison’s
‘essays. - And accordingly, I translated four others
into Tamil sticking to my method of translation,
that is, the method of displacing foreign proper names
by Tamil ones, and adding to or inserting in them a -
few descriptive passages of my own wherever that
was deemed elegant or picturesque and published

them in the fourth volume of Jnanasagaram. Al-

together the six essays were, a little after, made up

into a book and published in the year 1908, so that

they may be easily accessible to all Tamil readers.
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It had taken seventeen years for the copies
(1500) of the first edition to be sold off. Had it
not been prescribed last year as a Tamil text for the
students in Ceylon preparing for the Intermediate-in-
arts-examination of the Cambndge university, it
would have taken soms five or six years more to get

‘a sale for the five hundred copies supplied to
students. Though this book and other writings of mine,
had been before the university of Madras all throagh
‘the past sixteen years, she cared not to take notice

“of them. This is due to its being mainly a brahmin-
ridden body. Where brahmins dominate, there no
non-brahmin Tamil, however learned he may be; can
hope to find himself recognized merely by dint of
his merits and attainments. ‘

But not so are the foreign universities. Only
in Ceylon do the descendants of the original Tamils
possess power and influence. The Aryanized brahmins
have not as yet found ample scope for colonizing
,_MV estiges of an ancient Tamilian life and civili-
sation can still be seen there, although those who
have imbibed western education have undergone a
marked but undesirable change in their costumes,

customs and manners. Nevertheless, the love for
their mothei-tongue, Tamil, has not altogether died
out from their hearts; still there are visible signs of
its being rekindled into an intenser form and of ex-
tending its light to all other Tamilians wherever
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they are, It was this love of theirs that prompted
some of their learned men to recommend, without
my asking for it, this book of mine to the Cambridge
University. For this and similar acts of kindness
and substantial help, I take this opportunity to ex-
press my deep indebtedness to the Ceylon Tamils,
especially to my friend Mr. C. Ariyanayakam and
my late lamented friend Sir P. Arunachalam. 1 also
tender my thanks to the syndics of the Cambridge
University for prescribing my book as a text to the
Intermediate-in-arts-examination. .

. Outside the circle of University students, it is
rot possible to get a good sale for high class Tamil
books—poetry or prose, ancient or modern; for, the
tide of vernacular education in this country 1s at its
very lowest ebb. Even one m thousand knows not
to read and write Tamil. Why is it so? The cause
is worth considering, as in the case of well-sinkers a
correct knowledge of the mass of matter that
blocks the passage of an ever-flowing spring, will
help them how to remove it and make way for the
life-element to issue forth. I, therefore, venture to
say 2 few words on it, even at the risk of over-
stepping the bounds of a preface. .

The reasen for this deplorable state of i ignorance
in South India is net far to seek. Before the immi-
gration of nothern brahmins, that is, before, the
mediaeval and ancient periods of the South Indian
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history, the Tamil people studied Tamil much, for
their monarchs encouraged its learning 1r every way.
All the varied forms of literature written in pure
Tamil prior to the twelfth century A.D., bear ample
testimony to the great literary activity of the Tamils
and the vast extent of culture they had acquired in
almost every branch of learning. Entire absence
from old Tamil literature of all mythical, romantic,
libidinous and indecent accounts about Gods and sages
which constitute an essential feature of Sanscrit
" works, indicates the highly developed sense which
the Tamilians had of the naked moral truth.. But
from this sense of truth came a fall, the moment the
Avya brahmins came from the north bringing with
- them and popularizing here lengendary tales about
Gods and rishis, as an easy means of catching the
fancy of the people and bringing them completely
under their control.  Since these brahmins had been
very selfish, greedy and cunning, they did their best
to keep the people in ignorance and illiteracy, 50
“that they might always be sought after by the people
for any enlightenment they were in need of. Sans-
crit they called the laﬁguage of God, and the brah-
mins the gods on earth. The people were forbidden
to learn anything in general and Sanserit in partic-
ular and in their minds a perpetual fear was im-
planted lest any breaking away from the injunction:
of the priests should bring about the ruin not only o
5 ;
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themselves but of their whole family and relations
as well. These brahmins did not scruple to show
from the Sanscrit books that the injunctions found in
them were laid down by the Gods themselves, while
in'fact, they were their own, fabricated in the name
of Gods 31mp1y to intimidate the credulous people.
As time went on, the influence of the northern brah-
mins penetrated to the very core of the Tamilian
society, that many, stationed high among them dis-
charging priestly and. educative functions, began
to'feel the secret power of the northern cult and
with a view to raise themselvés still higher in the
estimation of their own people, gradually isolated
themselves from their society and. identified them-
selves with the northerners and theirown interests with
theirs, to so great an extent that they gave up com-
pletely the study of Tamil, thinking that if would
sink them to the level of the people, took up that
of Sanskrit to make themselves mysterious and god-like
in the eyes of the masses, and grew more enthusias-
tic in speaking loud of the sacredness of Sanscrit and
the divinity of brahmins than even “the norther-
ners. Evena casual looker-on may not fail to note this
state of things still:continuing in southern Indla WHere
all the brahmins, with a few exceptions, are pure
Tamxlxans and there is not a particle of evidence to
jrove that they had ever been rélated to the northe#-
WerS'in any way; yet their aversion to Tamil and the
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Tamils .is such that they are foremost in heartily
lending their help and encouragement to a study of
any language but that of Tamil and to an uplift of
any people but the Tamils. Here, one can never hope
to enlist the sympathy of .a brahmin, unless he
follows machine-Jike what 1s told and writ in the
brahmanical literature. No other cause than this
domination of brahminism, can explain the existence
of a multlphcxty of the Sanscrlt Puranas that came to
be written and translated into Tamil in quick success-
ion from the 12th century A. D. down to our own,
and the adoption of Sanscrit for conducting services
in the Tamil temples and performmg rituals in Tamll
* homes.. The purity of Tamil, the simplicity of Tamll
- life, the height to which the Tamilians had risen in
‘moral and intellectual culture, their excellent aesthet-
ic. sense of beauty in nature and ‘human character,
theur study of' arts and sciences, their conceptlon of
God, soul and matter—in short, all that constituted
their ancient civilisation were total],y gone, leavmg
‘them to dispute over. trivial caste distinctions, to
worship and off'er bloody sacrifices. to deified herges
and heromes, to perform 1gnorantly expensive and
meaningless rites prescribed by brahmin priests and
to earn their. livelihood by means of trades and in-
dustries not mtelhgently carried on with 1mpr0ved
knOWIedge and appliances but blmdly followed from
genemtlon to generatlon w1th0u_t ellthe(rtany 1mproy§‘,{
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ment, or higher motives and purposes. Such is the
condition in Which the Tamil people have continued
to be for the last six centuries and even now when
the physical, social and intellectual progress of other
nations is so rapid and astounding, theirs has not
advanced even a tittle but recedes farther and farther
away into the shade.

No community that seeks its own benefit can
hope to live long at the expense of others which
supply its bare necessaries: food and clothing, by
their unremitting labour.{ The Hindu nation is tom-
posed of different classes of people who perform
different kinds of work which go to render life easy
and comfortable and productive of high moral and
spiritual good and who are, on that account, bound
up one with the other so intimately, just as the differ-
ent parts of a living body are united together one
co-operating with the other for the common good of
the whole. \ If any part of one’s body claims an ex-
clusive superiority to its own function and constitu-
tion, treats other parts and their functions with
contempt or indifference and sternly refuses to co-
operate with them, it requires no great wisdom to
say what the result would be; surely a general
breakdown will overtake the whole body, every part
of it suffering most acutely with every other part
from the effects of the disintégrating process that
has set in in one particular part. )| Similarly, ﬂl}i
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limited number of the Hindu people who call them-
selves brahmins, not on account of any Superior merit
which proves that they alone possess it in preference to
others, but on account of meré birth as well as of
conventions they have, with no good motive, created
among themselves, go on most unreasonably claiming
all high privileges exclusively to themselves, to the
detriment of the teeming millions who do all sorts
of useful work but not caring for their uplift and
welfare, certain it is, as night follows day, that this
comparatively insignificant number of people would
be wiped out of existence in a few ‘centuries. ji» The
Hindu nation does not at present live—even if we
suppose it to have been in the hoary past, in com-
plete isolation in a remote corner of this globe, cut
off from all communication with the rest, but it does
live in so close a contact with several great nations
widely differing from it in language, religion,
customs, manners and so on, that it can no longer
hope to remain unaffected by their influence. Ex-
cept the Hindu, all others are progressive, especially
the English whose advancement in the knowledge of
arts and industries, of social, moral and religious.
facts, is simply marvellous. Besides being - un-
progressive, the Hindu society is torn to pieces by
numberless caste distinctions nurtured by vanity,
selfishness and rank ignorance. That this type of
weak and degenerating society cannot hold its po-
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sition long by the side of a strong and fast progress-
ing nation like the English but must yield before its
- assimilating power so as to be absorbed by it finally,
is clear,from the luminous exposmon bestowed on
the subject by Benjamin Kidd. - He says: “The
'Anolo Saxon -has exterminated the less developed
people with which he has come into competition
even more effectively than other races have done in
like case; not mecessavily indeed by fierce and.cruel
wars of extermination, but through the oper atlon of
laws not less deadly and even more certain 1n thelr
cesult,. The weaker races disappear before “the
stronger through the effects of mere contact, V¥ Jtis,
therefore, most urgent that, if ‘the Hindu people
really wish to maintain a honourable place in  the
midst of other great nauons they should direct, thelrn
energies to striking at the root-cause of all their
prcsent evxl namely the inveterate pre)udlce and
ignorance. These twomust be displaced far from
their mind by implanting in it the idea of brother-
hood and a reformed knowledge of their own mother-
tongue. |1 The mental eyes of every one must
opened not only to see that the present mlserable
condition of their life has been due to the spell cast
on them by brahmin witcheraft, but also to realize
the great truth common to all great religions, that is
all are the children of one Heavenly Father, apd

" :*Social Evolution p. 47.
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the varfous functlons variously assigned to each, sim-
ply serve to make living less troublesome and more
endurable, so that, ‘through this mutual help, each
may work: mdependent]y and peaceful]y for the salva-
tion of his or her soul.)\As such nio one should ever be
looked upon with contempt, however low his calling
in life may seem to' unthinking minds, but should be
treated with that regard which its usefulness de-
mands; and those who, by circumstances of life, are
forced to engage themselves in several low but high-
ly useful occupations should not on that account be
hindered from sharmg ‘in the benefits of education
and social intercourse equally with all. While co-
operating with each other, ‘every one must have 'full
scope for developing on independent lines his own
mental and moral culture. ‘One must not lord over
the other and serlously mtevfere with his freedom of
action and thought, as that would silently tend to
interfere with the freedom of the oppressor himself
- and bring about his ruin. In the interest of the brah-
mins and other’ hlgh class people themselves, I sayk
that, if they want to save themselves, they must come
down from their self-assumed and supercilious posi-
tion and redeem the people from the caste troubles
and their fruitful source: ignorance and" illiteracy.
All the loose and mfmltely lelded sections and sub-
sections of the Hindu community must be brought
together and cemented indissolubly into one compact
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whole by one common ideal of brotherhoed, for
attaining whiéh they should ull be taught to strive hard.
For, a public service not directed towards educating
the people and unifying them, but directed simply
towards creating a mere momentary stir will produce
in the end not only no good but may even disturb
the peace of the country.  Hence, all serious, consid-
erate and unselfish well-wishers of the Hindu as well. -
as of the other communities of India'should set to work:
to uplift the people, first by means of imparting a

reformed education of their own mother tongue, and

secondly, by making them cohere into three or more

strong and solid bodies as the Hindu, the Muham-

medan, the Christian, and so on, accordance with .
their time honoured religious traditions. If these
two were accomplished, all other reforms will, as a

matter of course, closely follow in their wake.

Now, as regards this second edition, I wish to
say a few words more. In order to make the study
of this book much easier for students preparing for
university examinations, I have added copioué expla-
natory notes on words, phraées and subfeé_t-matter'
and have written also accounts of jyoseph.AdAd‘iéon’s‘
life and my own early life so far as it is ,coﬁnected
with the passages introduced by me at the beginning
of some essays. Not only to University students
but also to all lovers of Tamil who study them for
light and aesthetic enjoyment, these notes, I believe,
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will be of great use. Tke translation was, frem the
first, made very faithful to the original Lut in this
edition it was wade still more co in a few places
where I handled it scmewhat freely in the previcus
edition. This was dcre with double purpose: at
first, to show the {utility of the complaint put in by
krabmins and many misled students that Tamil has
no sufficient quartity of words adequately to express
the meanings of English words used in dealing with
a variely of high class subjects; and secondly, to bring
hemesto their mird the {act that Tamil is an indepen-
dent language with a rich stcre of words capable of
expressing in a skilful hard all kinds of thoughts that
“appear in the different branches of learning. Instead
of arguing akout this fact with prejudiced persons, is
it nct keiter to show the fact itself in practice?
Accordingly the Tzmil style of this edition of essays
was rendered extremely pure by eliminating com-
pletely all Sanccrit words that mingled in the original
editicn at the rate of fcur cr five per cent.

'In this connection I wish to say that I am not
cne of thcse who plead warmly for a free, unlimited,
innscru_pﬁlouS intreducticn into Tamil of Sanscrit
words and gven English and other foreign words.
Not:only is Tamil a langrage spoken at the present
day nearly by twenly-five millions of pecple, but it
also is the only cultivated language that has outlived
‘others cuch as the Claldean, the Egyptian, the

3
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facts, DBut not so is the old Tamil literature; it is
rich in grammar and rhetoric, rich in lyrics, idylls,
epics and didactics, rich in exquisite pastic prose, and
commentaries—all produced quite independzntly of
any foreign influence. It was this high d=gree of
culture, to which the ancient Tamilians had attained,
saved their language from death and d=cay. Prof.
A. H. Sayce has truly observed: ““The natural
condition of language is diversity and change, and it
is only under the artificial in'luencas of civilisation
and culture that a language becomss uniform and
statipnary. ®* Destroy literature and facility of inter-
communication, and the languajes of Eagland and
America. would soon be as different as those of
France and ltaly.”" t

Besides civilisation, the very nature of the sounds
of which the Tamil words are composed, helps the
people to pronounce them with least effort, and thus
prevents Tamil from being corrupted into dialects.
In Tamil no consonant can come at ths beginning of
a word without combining with a vowel; nor can any
of the hard consonants k, ch, t, #, p and r, stand sing-
ly either in the middle or at the end of a word; while -
the sibilants and the aspirate s, sh, c, h_are totally
absent from it. For instance, the word ‘chrome’
cannot be pronounced in Tamil as it is; in accordance
with its strict phonetic law it should be pronounced

*The Science of Language, p. 20+. }1bid, p. 210,
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as ‘kurome’ by adding a vowel ‘0" to the first letter,
which is a hard consonant.  This is the.exact way in.
which all children naturally pronounce such words—
even the English children, I have observed, propounce
such words not according to English fashion but:
according to Tamil. Similarly in the middle of the.
word ‘irksome,” the sounds ‘r’and *k," and ‘k’ and ‘s”
do not coalssce easily with one another, unless it 1s.
changed into ‘irukkusome’ according to the Tamil
phonetic law, by which the act of pronouncing it is,
rendered easier for all including children. In the
same way, the word ‘nut’ must be pronounced ‘nuttu’
in Tamil; the reason is simply this: the breath started
by one’s exertion to utter it doss not stop abruptly'
at the letter ‘t,” but ruas a little onward and ends in
a vowsl sound ‘u.” It is this and such other phonetic
laws tending to an effortless utterance of words.
that has preserved Tamil in all its youthful glory all-
through the indefinite period of its life. Even the
“principle of laziness* which is actively at work in
killing ons language and creating many,—these to be
killed azain to make room for others to be produced.
anew, had not been able to touzh Tamil, inasmuch,
as its word§ lend themselves to be pronounced easily
by all. It 1s this flexible quality combined with the
influence of a permanent civilisation that has made
Tamil survive all the once most cultivated languages of

*SeeThe Science of Language' by Prof. A. H. Sayce, Vol.i, p.202
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the ancient world. Even to-day the language of a
purely literary Tamil piece, of course not encumbered
with old and antiquated grammatical peculiarities, is
not different from that spoken by the peasantry.
The Tamil words that are more than seven thousand
years old, have not undergone any change in the
mouths of the latter. The sacred Kural written two
thousand years ago is intelligible even now to an
illiterate rustic. Does not this indicate the great
vitality of Tamil?

It was shown above that the sibilants s, sheand
c and the aspirate h are entizely absent from Tamil,
These three hissing sounds and the aspirate not only
-do waste the breath and energy of the sp=aker but a'so
produce a jarring and unpleasant sound on the ears
of those who hear them. That is why all great
English poets as Milton, Wordsworth, Shell-y,
Tennyson and others studiously eschew from their
poems the use of words having hissing sounds, lest
such words should mar the melody of their song". In
pointing out this characteristic beauty in Tennyson,
the modern critic Mr. Greening Lamborn says, “He
knaw, for example that the excess of sibilants in
English is a source of hissing, and he cargfully went
through his work to rid it of this element—he called
it ‘kicking the geese out of the boat’.” # So, the re-
markable absence of a!l hard hlssmg and unnatural

*T. he Rudimentsof CrihcusmbyE A Gleemng Lamborn,p 36
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sounds from Tamil constitutes it a melodious, poetic
language in its very build. Discerning®this marked
excellence of Tamil, the ancients kept Tamil abso-
lutely pure and were very careful in preventing the
entry of extraneous elements into it, as almost all
the foreign languages including Sanscrit are’ made up
of harsh and hissing sounds. This wariness on the
part of the Tamils, this habit of resisting unwelcome
foreign influence is so persistent in them that, though
what was a desirable and progressive element once
has now becom= an uadszsirable and unprogressive
one, it yet constitutes an important factor in keeping
Tamil still alive and pure among the greater portion
of their community.

But recantly certain Tamil scholars who have
come under the influence of brahmins express it as
their opinion, nay even as their conviction, that a
large introduction of Sanscrit words and phrases to-
gether with a number of Eng'ish words and others,
‘would enrich Tamil and keep it abreast of the needs
of modern times. Indeed this suggestion must be
quite welcome to all well-wishers of Tamil, if it
would really enrich it. But, in fact, the intrusian of
foreign woyds instead of enriching Tamil, impover-
ishes it by making its own words fall into disuse one
after another, in proportion to the former gain in cur-
rency. Evensuch pure household Tamilwords asnitam,
_ neer, neruppu, katru, vanam, unavu, oli, pahal, - nila,
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‘iravuy, talai, mookku, adi, an. erudu, enam,” payan,
erichcha’, afam, vinai, uyir, makan, mahal. kadavul,
ninaivu, nool, seyyul and many more which respec-
tively mean in English earth, water, fire, air, sky, food,
ilight, sun, moon, night, head, nose, foot, cow. bull,
yessel, use, anger, virtue, action, soul, son, daughter,
God, memory, ireatise, stanza, elc., are slowly dis-
appearing from the speech of the high caste people,
Lefore the Scnscrit werds Lhumi, jalam, agm, vayu:,
akesa:, znna, prakaca:, surya:, chardre:, ratr, ciras,
nasika, pedam, pacu, riskalt ha, patram, prayojanam,
kopa, dharra, kaima, jiva;, pu're:, putri, Isvara:,
jnepake, sastram, kavita etc., which are usurping
their place by the rersictert vse that is beirg made
of them by bratmins ard cthers who follow in their
footsteps. Except- amengst tke rural popu'ation, in
all the so-called high caste communities Tamil is
giving place to a medley of speeches in which En-
glish and Sanscrit words mix up {reely with Tamil.
One might have observed when travelling in a rail-
way carriage, how in a company of brahmins and
others of their ilk, one man starts a conversation in
which others also take part by introducing a subject
in a few corrupt Tamil words, and anothgr continues
it immediately with a few more English words and
short sentences, a little after both returning to Tamil;
and using long and high sounding Sanscrit words,
now jesting in Hindustarni, ncw taking flippantly on
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some political matters and so on, until the whole
company disperses. However serious the observer
may be, this careless, indifferent, and promiscuous
use of several languages in Tamil, cannot but excite
in him laughter and indignation together. ~Yet there
are some who would warmly advocate the adoption
in Tamil composition of such a chaotic handling of
‘heterogeneous elements!

Can the real cultivation of mind be achieved in
this slipshod fashion? No, it can result only from
restraining one’s thoughts from wandering loosely and
aimlessly from one thing to another. Thought.and
expression being most intimately related to each

other, the process of strengthening, clarifying, and
improving one’s thought can be accomplished in no
other way than that of concentrating one’s attention
on the proper, most accurate, and pleasing manner of
using one’s own speech.

Because, the language, one has inhented
“through his mother, treasures up thoughts and senti-
ments which have been maturing for centuries in the
minds of his forefathers, and which, from the time
when he was in the cradle to that when he will be
laid in the grave, penetrate into his being and mould
it according to their laws. However great, subtle, and
profound may be one’s knowledge of a foreign lang-
uage, he cannot rid himself of the habits of thought
that were deeply ingrained in his mind by his mother

4
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tongue. It will, therefore, be utterly impossible for
any man to.neglect the study of his own language
and exchange it for another, without losing the
essential nature, strength and simplicity of his mind.
As a matter of course, the growth of one’s under-
standing must come from within and not from with-
out and all that the external elements can do is to
assist the internal growth but not to create it there.
Like the cocoanut palm that can thrive well only in
Indian soil, a man’s intellect also can develop well only
by the study of his own language. He who learns
~a foreign speech neglecting his own, faces an element
that hampers his mind's growth at every turn. But
another who acquires a sufficient knowledge of his
mother tongue first, and then devotes himself to a
study of the foreign one, increases his discriminative
faculty by noting the points of similarity and dis-
similarity between the two. Further, one can attain
proficiency in his mother tongue with less trouble -
~and In a fewer number of years than the trouble and
time he takes to master a foreign language.

Now, the cultivation of one’s mother tongue
itself, as just pointed out, should not be carried on in
the slovenly manner in which it is done by the brah-
mins and their followers. Defiling one’s speech by
mixing up with it extraneous elements simply indi-
cates laxity of discipline, looseness of character and
lack of serious purpose in life.  Acquisition of know-
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ledge should be pursued not for the sake of money
but for the sake of knowledge itself, since the
possession of knowledge means the priceless enlighten-
ment of one’s own understanding. What can be
more profitable to man than to obtain the light of
knowledge? Riches and other earthly possessions
that come to him who is learned, do not lastlong
nor do they give as permanent a satisfaction of mind
as his knowledge of great things does. A careful,
judicious, and fastidious handling of one’s own lang-
uage not only increases the power of his understand-
ing that arises from his gaining an insight into °the
native harmony of sound and sense but it also affords
an ever-lasting pleasure which results from the vigil-

ance and concentrated attention that spring up in -

keeping it chaste. The development of moral and
intellectual elements of human mind being thus based
on the aesthetic, the patriotic, and the self-restrain-
ing sense which scholars bring to bear upon the use to
‘which they put their -own speech, | need scarcely
impress upon the mind of my Tamil brethren the
importance of keeping Tamil pure and improving its
culture in our own independent lines. * Scholars aiming
at a refined, culture must, like all great poets and
prose-writers, keep themselves away from the touch
of slang and vulgarity. ‘

Here may step in some brahmins who, ever
watching for an opportunity - to cry down Tamil,

)
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ut forth the worn-out argument that Tamil s
dot as suffictently rich as to express without the help

f Sanscrit all the ramifications of modern thought
brought into existence by English, and that even
when English loathes not to adopt as many words
as it needs, from various languages all over the
world, it is against the principle of expediency to
contest for keeping Tamil pure and intact. But 1t
is most unreasonable to bring in the case of English
m an argument that vitally affects Tamil, without
taking into account the conditions under which Eng-
lishdeveloped. The races that speak English reach-
ed a civilized stage only very lately, that is, only
within the last three or four centuries at most.
Before that time they were less civilized and conse-
quently the language they spoke was in a continuous
state of flux. Just compare the language of Caedmon,
of Langland, of Chaucer, of Shakespeare, of Milton,
and of Tennyson, one with the other, and see to what
great an extent the language of one poet differs from
that of another. At the time of Shakespeare the
English language rose to sucha height of change that
one who 1s familiar only withit, is rendered unable to
understand the same as was used in its preceding
stages. The history of England tells us n what great
disorder the condition of its people had been, through
what horrible, dsstructive, and sanguinary conflicts
and combats they had passed, as wave after wave the
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invasions of not one but different races came from
¢

Europe, and after what an immodergte degree of
commotion and boiling they attained to a settled order
of social and political life. All the troubles they
underwent are reflected, as in a mirror, in the change
and transformation which the English language went
through. But no such troubles on so extensive &
scale came to the ancient Tamils, as far as we
can glean information on the point from their old
literary works. No doubt is it true that every human
community should have originally passed through
such troubles in a greater or less degree according
as the conditions of their habitation rendered them so;
and yet as we come to study the life of the ancient
Tamils from their most ancient literary work—I mean
the Tolkappiam, the age of which on the best inter-
nal evidence goes back to 1500 B. C., we see them
already settled into a highly civilized community for
the most part peaceful, but for a few infrequeni
feuds between one Tamil king and another. 1t is
to this continuity of a peaceful and highly civilized
life enjoyed by the Tamils, that we owe the exis-
tence of the Tamil language still in its pristine purity,
vigour, and glory. To shape their life into a sym-
metrical form the English had to depend largely on
the help of other nations and so they did not lag
behind to take words from whichever language they

pould lay their hands on. But the Tamils never
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depended likewise upon others. It is, therefore,
most absurd *to draw a parallel between the two
languages: English a_nd Tamil, and seek by which
means to harm the latter.

Even now when the borrowing of foreign words
on the part of English has gone out of all propor-
tion, there are not wanting great English scholars
who, inspired with a pure, fine literary sense, recom-
mend, nay even insist on, the cultivation of a chaste
Anglo-Saxon English style. Professor Freeman in
mtroducing the new edition of his Essays says:
“In almost every page I have found it easy to put
some plain English word, about whose meaning there
can be no doubt, instead of those needless French
and Latin words which are thought to add dignity to
style, but which in truth only add vagueness. Iam
in no way ashamed to find that I can write purer and
cleaver English now than 1 did fourteen or fifteen
years back; and I think it well to mention the fact
for the encouragement of younger writers,” * When
in this commendable patriotic spirit, even great
English scholars justly advise us to write chaste
English, poor though the English language is, how
absurd and unpatriotic it is to plead for introducing
Sanscrit and other foreign words into Tamil which 1s
in fact not only rich in words and in noble literature
but is also the only ancient language that is still alive:

*Quotedin Prof. Meiklejohn’s The Artof Writing English, p. 128.
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Now, there cannot be a greater and more
evasive or ignorant or untrue statement than to say
that Tamil is poor, that its words are inadequate to
express the various minute shades of meanings,
thoughts, and ideas with which many English words
are pregnant. Such a false statement can come either
from those who are utterly ignorant of old Tamil
literature or from those who are deliberately intent
upon concealing the truth and saying what is false for
the purpose of killing Tamil wantonly. A cursory
glance into the Sacred Kural which deals with all
kinds of high topics in a masterly manner, or inte any
other Tamil work of the early centuries of the Chris-
tian era, will suffice to show clearly the richness of
the Tamil language. Although numerous Tamil words
have fallen into disuse in the so-called higher circles,
‘whose number is very small, yet among the masses
almost all of them are in constant use and the lang-
uage 1s quite pure still. A man who has received
his education mainly in English and who can talk
only in a strange colloquial Tamil mixed with Eng-
lish and Sanscrit, can hardly make himself under-
stood by the people who speak only in pure Tamil.
The kind of, education that is now imparted to stu-
dents simply serves to widen the gulf that already
lies between the masses and the learned. \I have
seen many a man educated in English struggling for
"Famil words to express his ideas to the people whom
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he-was called on to address. This is not'dué to any
defect in Tamil but it is due to his own imperfect
acquaintance with it. Only such persons do readily
join the brahmins in condemning Tamil, just as the
fox in the fable did the grapes. But as regards the
|richaess of Tamil and of its fitness to express all
manner of new thoughts and ideas, even so scathing
a critic as the late Mr. M. Srinivasa Aiyangar, who
in a clean sweep styled the ancient Tamils liars and
immmoral people,* did not however hesitate to
speak out the truth, although in this respect he* went
out “of his way. He says: It (Tamil) can exist
without the least help from foreign languages, as it
had and even now has, sufficient elementary words
of native origin, out of which compounds can, with
» little attention to phonetic principles, be formed to
express modern thoughts and ideas.” Much more
emphatically was this truth affirmed by Dr. Caldwell
than whom there never was a greater, a more pro-
£ound scholar who devoted himself to a deep, care-
ful and patient study of the Dravidian languages
and their affinities. ‘It is true,” he says, “It would
qow be difficult for the Telugu to dispense with 1ts
Sanscrit: more so for the Canarese; and most of all
for the Malayalam: — those languages having borrow-
ed from the Sanscrit so largely, and being so
habituated to look up to it for help, that it would be

* Tamil Studics, pp. 193-194. 1 1bid, p. 280.
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scarcely'possible for them now to assert their inde-
pendence. The Tamil, however, the most highly
cultivated ab intra of all Dravidian idioms, can dis-
" pense with its Sanscrit altogether, if need be, and
not only stand alone but flourish without its aid.” *
Immediately after a page he repeats the same view
thus: ““The Tamil can readily dispense with the great-
er part or the whole of its Sanscrit, and by dispen-
sing with it rises to a purer and more refined style;
whereas the English cannot abandon its Latin with-
out abandoning perspicuity. Such is the poverty of
the Anglo-Saxon that it has no synonyms of its bwn
for many of the words which it has borrowed from
the Latin; so that if it were obliged to dispense with
them, it would, in most cases, be under the necessity
of using a very awkward periphrasis instead of a
single word. The Tamil, on the other hand, is
peculiarly rich in synonyms; and generally it is not
through any real necessity, but from choice and the
fashion of the age, that it makes use of Sanserit.”"+
(Italics are mine). This impartial and candid, compre-

- hensive yet discriminating, view of the Tamilian

languages and their relative merit, put forth long ago
by a greaf European savant, ought to open—if it
had not already opened, the eyes of the misled
Tamils to see the youthful glory, richness, and viril-

*A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian Languages,
~ i1st edition, p. 31, - +1Ibid, pp. 32-33.
51
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ity of their mother tongue and advance its culture
on quite independent lines in accordance with its
innate laws and phonetic principles. Although a
like independent culture may seen impossible in the
case of other Tamilian languages as Telugu, Canarese
and Malayalam, it is not really so hopeless as it
seems at first sight. With a resolute will the schol-
ars in those languages should set themselves to the
task of eliminating from them all Sanscrit elements
and putting in their stead pure Tamil ones which are
in fact their pith and marrow. '
« The Tamil,. the Telugu, the Canares, and the
Malayalam people and other Dravidians living in the
remotest parts of India, being the descendants of a
single highly civilized ancestral race related to each
other by the closest ties of blood and speech, should
once more knit themselves together by eschewing
the company of the Aryan intruder who harbours no
good will towards them and should work harmoni-
ously for promoting the common welfare of their
several communities that live scattered all over India.
By this I do not mean that we must hate the Aryans
and their converts; on the other hand, I wish they
must be let alone to work in their own way for their
own well-being. And it may not be against our
policy, to lend even our help and support to them,
provided that course of action does not affect the
welfare of our own people. All that | mean here



ENGLISH PREFACE 35

is that the Tamilians who form the major portion of
the Indian population should not be alldwed still to
be under the baneful influence of a handful of the
Aryan people and suffer indefinitely for the sake of
ministering slavishly to their wants, vices, caprices
and indulgences. Until he treads the path of righte-
ousness, until he learns to treat others with a kind
‘and humane feeling, until he realizes the great bene-
fit of living on a footing of equality with others and
represses the feelings of selfishness, vanity, pride and
greediness, the company of an Aryan should be studi-
ously avoided but not be hated. We must even pity
him and pray to God that he might turn to the path
~of light, love and right understanding.

The Sacred Order of Love, [
Pallavaram, VEDACHALAM,
24th July, 1925. J
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