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i s a n i n v i t a t i o n t o b e c o m e a S u b s c r i b e r . 

This month's Land Values begins its thirteenth year. We 
have to cordially thank many friends for new introductions 
during the past twelve months, and would again urge all 
concerned to make the paper known, especially in political 
and social reform circles. We are prepared to post sample 
copies to possible new readers, and to forward supplies for 
free distribution at special meetings, reading circles, etc. 

* # # 

Fairhope Colony has added 2000 acres to its holdings, a 
gift from Joseph Fels of Philadelphia and London. 

P L E A S U R E A N D P R O F I T . 
H A R E S , P A R T R I D G E S , A N D R A B B I T S V E R V P L E N T I F U L . 

Good Hunting Centre—WILTSHIRE. 
1255 Acres. Only £12,000 Freehold. 

Just under per acre. 

Freehold land in Wiltshire at , £10 per acre—provided you 
have "on ly £12,000" to spare. But if you are a labourer 
and want an allotment, then it is £5 per acre per annum 
in this same Wiltshire. And even at that price there is 
more demand than supply of the land. 

" Pleasure and Profit." I like the words. But whose 
pleasure, and whose profit? Will "ministers of various 
denominat ions" please tell us? I can tell them that 
" sweated " labour is the result of the crowded state of the 
towns, which itself is caused by the inability of labour to get 
access to the land. 

And then our "busybodies" will go lamenting over the 
decline of the birthrate, while at the same time assisting 
emigration schemes. 

• • • 

Several representative Single Taxers were present at the 
lecture given by Mr. G. P. Gooch, M.P. for Bath, on 
"Sweating Questions in Foreign Countries." Mr. Gooch 

dealt almost wholly with official statistics, and, as the Daily 
Neii<s reported, advocated " t h e establishment of wages 
boards which had met and conquered the evil in Australia 
and New Zealand." At the close of the address Mr. Harry 
LI. Davies asked the lecturer if he thought there was any 
connection between sweating conditions of labour and land 
monopoly. (The audience cheered the question). " A h , " 
said Mr. Gooch, amid great applause, " the re you have hit 
the nail on the head." Though the lecturer did not appear 
to be conscious of it, this meant that he had been missing 
the nail and hitting the wood during the course of his 45 
minutes address. The platform and the audience alike 
appeared to have a vague suspicion that this was so but the 
usual votes of thanks was turned on in a brace of seconds. 

T H E S W E A T E D I N D U S T R I E S E X H I B I T I O N . — E . Hatzfeld, 
National Liberal Club, writes :— 

In a recent leader The Daily News informs us " that it is 
good to learn that a large proportion of the visitors to the 
Sweated Industries Exhibition have been ministers of various 
denominations." The writer adds that " m e n criticise with 
impatience, asking for remedy," and, as " vague denuncia-
t i on" is no use, he suggests the following :—" T h e regulation 
of home work through State or Municipal Boards; the 
creation of a minimum wage; the raising of the physical 
stamina of the poorest." May I offer another suggestion ? 

Let "ministers of various denominations" preach from 
the t e x t : — " I f any would not work, neither should he eat." 
Here are people working much and eating little, while others 
" working not at all," but are busybodies" look at them, 
lecture, and then—go to lunch or dinner. 

And what about the remedy ? How is it that Tht Daily 
News does not point out the relationship between this dis-
graceful state of affairs and the land question ? 

Here is an advertisement from The Daily News of the 
same day :— 

And so these friends of the workers go on in their sleep. 
They appear to be quite passionate in their affection for the 
sweated victims of social injustice, yet they lie down to a 
wages board, measured correctly by the old-time three foot 
rule of trades' unionism. All this while economic forces 
dictated by land monopoly proceeds, keeping wages at sub 
sistence point, curtailing the natural field for the employment 
of capital and labour, and grinding out daily fresh victims 
for the sweater, and worse. Verily they are the people— 
these heavy-minded pro-poverty reformers—and wisdom 
shall die with them. 

• • » 

A few days later a member of the Royal family asked Mr. 
Cadbury if there was no remedy for these inhuman 
conditions of employment. "Alas," Mr. Cadbury replied, 
" t h e r e is no one remedy, but much can be done by 
bringing the true position of the sweated workers before 
the public." With all due deference we insist that there is 
one remedy and only one, namely, to open up the land to 
the people by the taxation of land values. A brisk and 
enduring demand for labour, caused by freeing the natural 
opportunities to employment, would give the sweated 
workers an independence and a power to make their own 
terms when the evils of sweating would vanish like fog 
before the rising sun. This is our remedy and we are going 
to have it tried. T h e sentiment behind this proposal in the 
country is now quite strong, and continues to make headway 
day by day. T h e people are already, in thought, on the 
land question far ahead of the good philantrophists, and 
no amount of statistics-mongering or egg-dancing can keep 
back the radical solution now being considered by the 
Select Committee at St. Stephens. 

• * • 

" T h e Russian popular conceptions of land tenure, though 
they may seem somewhat heterodox to a Western lawyer or 
modern economist, are exactly the same as these which in 
past time prevailed among all European nations before they 
happened to fall victims to somebody's conquest. Russian 
peasants hold that land, being an article of universal need, 
made by nobody, ought not to become properly in the usual 
sense of the word. It naturally belongs to, or, more exactly, 
it should remain in the undisturbed possession of, those by 
whom, for the time being, it is cultivated. If the husband 
man discontinues the cultivation of his holding he has no 
more right over it than the fisher over the sea where he has 
fished, or the shepherd over the meadow where he has once 
pastured his flock."—Stepniak, The Russian Peasantry 
(P. 9). 

/ 
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E N G L A N D OR C A N A D A . — S p e a k i n g recently at a conference 
on the unemployed question in London, under the auspices 
of the Sociological Society, Mr. Rider Haggard s a i d -
People from this country, if properly directed and instructed, 
could without doubt succecd in Canada, and they or their 
children might rise to be wealthy folk. He knew there was 
among the working classes a great prejudice against emigra-
tion, and he held it to be erroneous. He would like to see 
the problem of unemployment met with a joint system of 
land settlement in England and emigration to the colonies. 
But the land must be freed from its burdens. The owner 
must be placed in the same position as the owner of colonial 
land. 

» * * 

Mr. Joseph Fels replied to this quite effectively. It was 
the private ownership of the land, he declared, that was the 
cause of poverty; it mattered not whether there was Protec-
tion or Free Trade. The reason why people in the country 
crowded to the towns was because the conditions ot life in 
the rural districts were so horrible. There were in England 
twenty million acres of unused land. He knew it, because 
he had been offered a great deal of it. (Laughter.) There 
was enough land in Essex, if thoroughly well cultivated, to 
support half the population of London. To his mind, 
emigration was justly unpopular. (Hear, hear.) The con-
ditions in some of the cities of Canada were little better 
than those in London. The Salvation Army had started 
three colonies in Canada at a cost of ,£80,000, and they 
were inhabited by only 500 people. With these figures 
before one, it was ridiculous to talk of emigration. Let us 
colonise our own country. . . . 

F I N A N C I A L R E F O R M S F I R S T . — F o r all Progressive meas-
ures, with the sole exception of financial reforms, 
" t h e House of Lords blocks the way." Ever since 1407, 
when the House of Commons wrested from Henry IV. "the 
power of the purse," the Lords have had no right to interfere 
in regard to matters of finance. This principle was re-
affirmed by the House of Commons in 1678 by the following 
resolution (9, House of Commons Journals, 509) :— 

" That all aids and supplies, and aids to His Majesty 
in Parliament are the sole gift of the Commons; and 
all Bills for the granting of any such aids and supplies 
ought to begin with the Commons, and that it is the 
undoubted and sole right of the Commons to direct, 
limit, and appoint in such Bills the ends, purposes, con-
siderations, conditions, limitations, and qualifications of 
such grants, which ought not to be changed or 
altered by the House of Lords." 

This, as lx>rd Halsbury, the present Lord Chancellor, 
admitted some few years ago (April 2nd, 1897), has been 
the law of Parliament ever since. It is so much the law of 

Parliament that the " House of Landlords " was absolutely 
powerless against the Death Duties Budget of 1894 in which 
Sir William Harcourt made a beginning of taxing the land-
lords ; and Mr. Speaker Peel struck out, as breaches of the 
privileges of the Representative Chamber, their Lordship's 
amendments to the rating clauses, the financial clauses, of 
the Parish Councils Bill. 

Having a free hand, then in regard to financial reform, 
and in regard to financial reform alone, it is surely upon 
financial reform that the Progressive forces of the country 
should first concentrate their energies.—From the manifesto 
of the Tyneside Branch of the English League for the 
Taxation of Land Values. 

* * * 

The natural first step in this direction would be to levy 
upon the values of to-day the old Land Tax of 4/- in the £ , 
which, levied upon the values of 1692, even then under 
assessed, at present realises only ,£750,000 a year. If 
levied upon existing values this land tax would yield at least 
.£40,000,000 per annum. The abolition of the " doles " 
given to the landlords and the parsons by the late "landlord 
government" would save a further £3,000,000 a year. 
This £43,000,000 would enable the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to introduce payment of members and of election 
expenses, ,£1,000,000; to establish Old-Age Pensions, 
£25,000,000; repeal all taxes on food, .£11,000,000; and 
to take 2d. off the income tax. I commend this to Mr. 
Asquith as a suggestion for next year's Budget.—A. W. 
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A Single Tax Book of 80 pages, a dialogue in Spanish, 
has just been published in Uruguay. It is said that the 
author's grasp of the fundamental principles of our cause 
leaves nothing to be desired. 

Some time in November a copy of " Progress and 
Poverty" and of " The Life of Henry George " were pre-
sented to the Baron Kaneko, and through the Baron to the 
Emperor of Japan. Their receipt has been duly acknow-
ledged by the Minister of the Imperial Household. 

In the spring of 1902 the National Party of Cuba offered 
a prize of 1590 dollars for an essay on the economic situa-
tion in Cuba, embodying a practical method by which the 
country might be rescued from its depressed industrial con-
dition. The winner of the prize was Juan de Dios Tejuda, 
an eminent citizen of Cuba, and formerly a member of the 
Manhattan Single Tax Club. The work is dedicated " To 
the Immortal Memory of my Beloved Master, Henry 
George."—Single Tax Review. 

» • * 

F R O M O N E OF T H I W O R L D ' S G R E A T E S T E V A N G E L I S T S . 
—The well-known evangelist, Mr. R. A. Torrey, writes:— 

" I must say personally that I accept Henry George's 
theories regarding land and labour. I think it is the Bible 
solution of present social difficulties. I think it follows the 
lines of Joseph in Egypt and Moses in the promised land." 
—From The Public. 

So it does ; but it is remarkable how successful the Rev. 
Mr. Torrey was in withholding any glimpse of this fact from 
his audience when lecturing in this country. 

* * * 

The Taxation of Land Values was included in a general 
resolution adopted by the National Liberal Federation at 
Liverpool last month, but none of the speakers to the 
resolution referred to the question. By his past record and 
support of the Bills in Parliament, we fully expected Sir 
John Brunner, the mover of the resolution, would have taken 
some advantage of the opportunity afforded. 

• • * 

T/u Tribune Rendezvous, Tribune Offices, 23-29 Bouverie 
Street, London, E.C., is quite a club to all sorts of 
politicians and social reformers. The library and informa-
tion bureau, under the direction of Mr. H. S. Perris, is most 
useful to almost everyone interested in public affairs. 
Societies wishing to hold meetings of their members 
are offered every facility within their reach at merely a 
nominal charge for cleaning, etc. Mr. Perris is most 
obliging, and ready at all times to assist anyone in search of 
information on social or political questions, and for this 
purpose he will be glad to receive copies of new publications. 
We advise our country readers when visiting London to look 
in at the Rendezvous. 

• # # 

As we go to press we are glad to receive word from Mr. 
Francis M. Milne, and to be able to report that our friends and 
co-workers in San Francisco are safe and well. Mr. Jas. 
Barry, editor and proprietor of " T h e Star," lost heavily, 
but he has already resumed his printing business. Mr. Jos. 
Leggett lost his law library, office furniture, and papers. 
Mrs. Milne has lost an edition of a 1000 copies of her book 
of poems, " For To-Day," which were destroyed in the burn-
ing of Mr. Barry's premises. We have some copies of " For 
To-Day " for sale. By post, 5s. Land Values offices. 

THE* L A N D L O R D E V E R Y W H E R E . — M r . T . W. Russell, 
M.P., speaking in the House of Commons in support of the 
Second Reading of the Town Tenants '(Ireland) Bill, 18th 
May, said :— 

" T h e r en t of t h e golf l inks , which had m a d e P o r t r u s h f a m o u s 
t h r o u g h o u t the U n i t e d K i n g d o m , w a s a lew yea r s a g o £65. 
H o t e l s h a d been built a n d t h e t o w n i m p r o v e d , bu t t h o u g h 
L o r d A n t r i m , the l and lo rd , had n o t d o n e a s ingle t h i n g for 
t h e t o w n , h e d e n n n d e d , on t h e exp i ry of the golf l ease , a ren t 

of ^ 5 0 0 for t h e l inks a n d half of the g ross prof i ts of the course , 
l i e h : d also ra ised the ren t of a local ho t e l f r o m £ 4 3 to £ 5 0 0 . 
H e d id not pu t these f o r w a r d as cases of h a r d s h i p in the 
o rd ina ry sense , bu t t hey showed tha t t h e l and lo rd was every-
w h e r e . L o r d A n t r i m h a d d o n e n o t h i n g to ea rn ihe e n h a n c e d 
r en t s , a n d , t he re fo re , he c la imed that the c o m m u n i t y ough t to 
ge l t h s benefi t and not the ind iv idua l l a n d l o r d . T h e p r inc ip l e 
of th i s Bill had been fough t out in every Ul s t e r e l e c t i o n . " 

According to this testimony, what the people of Ireland 
need is a Bill for the Taxation of Land Values, and Mr. 
Russell could not do better than frame one to be dealt with 
by the House in due course. Meanwhile, the Irish League 
for the Taxation of Land Values should have Mr. Russell's 
name on their list of speakers for their coming campaign. • « • 

A gentleman who writes to the Scotsman thus begins his 
epistle:— 

S I R , — W h e n t h e C i ty and T o w e r of I iabel were be ing buil t in the 
l and of S h i n a r o n e l a n g u a g e w a s s p o k e n — t h e p rogen i t o r of V o l a p u k 
a n d E s p e r a n t o — b u t w h e n t h e Arch i t ec t of the U n i v e r s e vis i ted the 
w o r k s in p rog re s s— 

H e in der i s ion sets 
U p o n the i r t ongues a var ious spiri t to raze 
Q u i t e out the i r na t ive l anguage , a n d ins tead 
T o sow a j a n g l i n g noise of words u n k n o w n . 
F o r t h w i t h a h ideous g a b b l e rises loud 
A m o n g the b u i l d e r s ; each to o the r cal ls 
No t u n d e r s t o o d . . . . T h u s was t h e bu i ld ing left 
Rid icu lous , a n d the w o r k C o n f u s i o n n a m e d . 

This is, indeed, a magnificent opening, but we read on to 
find :— 

T h i s is no t a n i n a p t para l le l to the confus ion in the m i n d of the 
gene ra l pub l i c in c o n n e c t i o n wi th the p roposed n e w A c t for T a x i n g 
L a n d V a l u e s . 

A man who can get poetry out of land values could get it 
out of any thing.— Westminster Gazette, 5/5/06. 

• • * 
The Westminster Gazette is happy in its innocence. If 

its pages had been devoted to land values, the editor would 
know quite a heap about the poetry of the movement. « « • 

The Financial Reformer for January-March, 1906, in the 
course of a criticism of Mr. Harold Cox, M.P., on the 
taxation of land values, says :— 

" O u r G l a s g o w f r i ends h a v e got r e s p e c t a b l e ; they a re s u p p o r t e d 
by T o r i e s a n d L i b e r a l s a l ike , wi th the resul t t h a t an emascu la ted 
m e a s u r e wil l , in all p robab i l i t y , pass t h e legis la ture , and then 
p e o p l e will t u r n round and a sk , " W h e r e is t he mi l l en ium you 
p romised u s ? " O u r m e m o r y goes b a c k to the old days , w h e n 
we w e r e n o t r e spec tab le , b u t fough t for the ques t ion aga ins t 
L i b e r a l , T o r y , a n d Socia l i s t a l ike . W e could bea r wi th un-
p o p u l a r i t y , for w e were fighting t h e cause of the poor and the 
opp re s sed . H a d H e n r y G e o r g e been al ive, such a m e a s u r e 
wou ld , we feel conv inced , neve r h a v e been a c c e p t e d , even as an 
i n s t a l m e n t . " 

It is really difficult to make out the purport of the above 
reflections, more especially as the writer begings his remarks 
by stating " We heartily congratulate our Glasgow friends 
upon the success that promises to attend their efforts." It is 
passing strange, but there the commendation is, a dozen lines 
above the awful indictment that we " have got respectable," 
and that " a s a result an emasculated measure will in all 
probability pass the Legislature." VVe can understand—at 
least we think we can—the danger of becoming respectable, 
and we have got to admit the soft impeachment that there 
are now quite a number of Tories and Socialists who declare 
themselves in favour of the taxation of land values ; and, by 
the way, we had fondly believed that Liverpool was the 
stronghold of the Tory brand of politician favouring our 
practical proposal, but, all the same, we rather rejoice at the 
progress we are making. The Glasgow movement and the 
supporters of the Glasgow Bill, respectable and otherwise, 
have done something to bring the question out of the rut of 
academic discussion and planted it where it is to-day, 
strongly entrenched in the public and political life of the 
country. The Financial Reformer's talk about the old days 
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of " unpopularity," when " we were fighting the cause of the 
poor and the oppressed," addressed to its " Glasgow friends," 
looks like so much cant. If the " w e " of the Financial 
Reformer were in Glasgow these days he would get a lively 
taste of a sort of " unpopularity" that would make him 
think of the old significance of the word as child's play. 
The friends of " the widows and the orphans " have wakened 
up. The much despised Bill has worked the oracle. 

OUR OBJECT. 

J O H N T R O T T E R , SKES" 
4 0 G o r d o n S t r e e t , G L A S G O W . 
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This journal exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

A T a x on Land Values is not a t a x on land, 
but on the value of land. Thus it would not fall on 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on tha t not 
in proportion to the use made of it, but in proportion 
to its value. It would thus be a tax, not on the use 
or improvement of land, but on the ownership cf land, 
taking what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments under the Taxa t ion of Land Values 
all value created by individual use or improvement 
would be excluded, and the only value taken into con-
sideration would be the value a t taching to the bare 
land by reason of neighbourhood, public improve-
ments, &c. T h u s the farmer would have no more 
taxes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot 
erected a valuable building would be taxed no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant. 

T h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values, in short, would call 
upon men to contribute to the public revenues, not in 
proportion to what they produce or accumulate, but 
in proportion to the value of the natural opportunit ies 
they hold. It would compel them to pay jus t as 
much for holding land idle as for put t ing it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(a) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government, and greatly 
reduce its cost. 

(3) It would do away with fines and penalties now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
builds a machine, or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duction or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

I t would, on the other hand, by taking for public 
uses tha t value which a t taches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the communi ty , make 
the holding of land unprofitable to the mere owner, 
and profitable only to the user. It would thus make 
it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold 
natural opportuni t ies—such as valuable land—unused 
or only half used, and would throw open to labour 
the illimitable field of employment which the earth 
offers to man. 
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THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY OF 
MODERN TIMES. 

B Y J A M E S D U N D A S W H I T E , M . P . 

(Appearing in " The Tribune4th May, 1906.) 

The first step to practical land reform is to obtain a 
general valuation of properties throughout the United 
Kingdom on the basis, in each case, of the land value— 
that is to say, on the basis of the market value of the land, 
irrespective of any buildings or other improvements on it. 

When these valuations are completed, we shall be in a 
position to consider the question of taxation. We shall 
probably find it best simply to substitute the new valuations 
for the present ones, thus relieving buildings and other 
improvements from taxation, and basing taxation on the 
market value of the land alone. 

The Principle and the Effects. 
The principle underlying the proposal is that those who 

hold the natural resources of the country should pay 
something like a fair rent for them to the community, and 
that buildings and agricultural improvements and all the 
other products of industry should be unhindered by 
taxation. 

The effects of such a change may be seen by comparing 
the systems in a simple case. Suppose two pieces of land 
of equal size, of equal soil, and of equal position. T h e pro-
prietor of the one builds upon it and improves it in vatious 
ways ; the proprietor of the other leaves it undeveloped and 
neglected. Under the present system of valuation (which 
is based on the actual yield), the first property is valued at a 
high rate and the second at a nominal o n e ; the develop-
ment of the land is penalised and the unproductive reten-
tion of it is facilitated. Under the proposed system they 
would both be valued at the same amount ; the improver 
would reap all the advantage of his improvements, and the 
other would soon be forced, by the pressure of a just charge, 
either to use the land himself or to transfer it to someone 
who would. Thus the benefits would be two-fold. On the 
one hand, improvements of all kinds would be encouraged. 
On the other, more land would be brought into the market, 
and the increase in the available supply of it would reduce 
rents to what they ought to be. 

Housing. 
The housing problem of to-day is largely the result of 

the present conditions. It is often difficult to obtain the 
land for building at a fair rent and on a satisfactory tenure, 
while as soon as a house is built it is included in the assess-
ment, and the better it is the higher it is assessed and the 
heavier it is taxed. In many of our towns the rates operate 
as a 30 per cent, ad valorem tax on houses. No wonder 
that capital is diverted from buildings No wonder that the 
I resident of the Local Government Board told us last 
month that " t h e trade that had the largest number of 
unemployed was the building trade." No wonder that the 
poor are huddled together so that, in the words of Mr. 
Arthur Sherwell, the slums of our cities are the satire on 
our dreams of Empire. The key to the problem is in the 
proposed reform. With land obtainable more easily and 
more cheaply, and all the rating and taxation of houses 
abolished, building would become more remunerative, there 
would be a boom in that trade, and the supply of accommo-
dation would meet the demand far better than it has ever 
done. 

Fac tor ies and Indus t r ia l Under tak ings . 
Here, too, there is the same difficulty in obtaining the 

land, even unused land, for putting up the buildings and 
for extending them. Here, too, they are penalised by taxa-
tion, because the better they are the higher they are taxed, 
and that taxation applies not to the buildings alone, but 
extends to all the fixed machinery which plays so important 
a part in modern production. Thus the development of our 
industries is checked, the scope of employment is narrowed, 

and wages as well as profits are cut down. Well may the 
Prime Minister say that the present rating system "dis-
courages investments and tends to check the building of 
houses and factories." It is time for systematic reform. 
With the land obtainable on fair terms, and with buildings 
and machinery freed from the incubus of taxation, our 
industries would develop, our capitalists would find more 
profitable openings for investment at home, and our workers 
would have new possibilities of earning a livelihood. 

Agricul ture . 
Besides the difficulty of obtaining land, particularly for 

small holdings, on satisfactory terms, agriculture is crippled 
everywhere by a system which penalises by taxation eveiy 
farm building, every hayshed, and every hot-house. This 
would be bad enough in any case, but it is particularly so in 
a country where we should do all we can to neutralise the 
disadvantages of climate by encouraging improvements. 
The proposed system, by making all agricultural buildings 
and improvements tax-free, would do much to attract 
capital to the cultivation of the soil and to give agriculture a 
better chance. 

Mines and Quarries. 
T h e working of mines and quarries would also be pro-

moted, because, instead of valuing and taxing them on the 
actual yield, we should value and tax them on the basis of 
their market value, irrespective of the value of buildings, 
machinery, plant, &c. To appreciate the contrast, take the 
case of the Penrbyn quarries. So long as these were only 
partially used, or not used at all, the valuations for taxation 
were reduced to little or nothing, and every facility was 
given for holding them idle. Under the proposed condi-
tions they would have been valued and taxed on the basis 
of their market value, whether they were worked or not, 
and the men would never have been " o u t " at all. 

The General View. 
These cases have been dealt with separately, but the 

same general principles are applicable to them all. They 
are all inter-related; the development of the country dis-
tricts is necessary to relieve the overcrowding in the towns, 
and the promotion of all the industries is necessary to 
relieve the over-pressure in the labour market. Local con-
siderations are important, but they are not all, nor nearly 
all. The welfare of the whole community depends on the 
development of all the natural resources of the country. 
The land question anywhere is the land question everywhere. 

The Prospect. 
Properly carried out, such a plan would be the greatest 

economic reform since the repeal of the Corn Laws, and 
greater even than that. That enabled us to purchase the 
products of other lands; this will enable us to develop the 
resources of our own. T h e country is ripe for i t ; the 
House of Commons is ripe for it; it is a tax-proposal 
which the House of Lords cannot veto. The Government 
is pledged to the principle. What will they do? What is 
wanted is a short Act to provide for a general valuation of 
land values throughout the United Kingdom, so that the 
valuers may be set to work to provide us with material for 
action next year. All proposals for actual taxation should 
stand over till then, unless, indeed, it should prove neces-
sary to insert a nominal taxing clause in the Valuation Bill 
to meet the exigencies of the House of Lords. It is the 
greatest opportunity of modern times. 
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The Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill. 

The Select Committee of the House of Commons. 
Mr. Whitley moved—That Mr. Solicitor-General for Scot-

land, Mr. Hugh Barrie, Mr. Arthur Dewar, Mr. Findlay, 
Mr. J. M. Henderson, Mr. M'Killop, Mr. Mitchell-Thomson, 
Mr. O'Hare, Mr. Remnant, Mr. T. F. Richards, Mr. Suther-
land, Mr. Trevelyan, Mr. Dundas White, Mr. Wood, and 
Mr. Younger be Members of the Select Committee on Land 
Values Taxation, &c. (Scotland) Bill: 

That the Committee have power to send for persons, 
papers, and records: 

That Five be the quorum. 
This was agreed to (May 3rd, 1906). 

Municipal Conference Committee. 
Ex-Ballle Gray, Glasgow, appoin ted Cha i rman . 

At the meeting of the Conference Committee of the 
Municipal Authorities held in the Westminster Palace 
Hotel, London, last month, ex-Bailie Gray presided. Be-
fore proceeding with the ordinary business, the Chairman 
referred sympathetically to the late ex-Bailie Ferguson, and 
moved that a resolution of sympathy be sent to the widow 
and family. T h e motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Councillor Kirtley, J. P., ex Lord Mayor of Sunderland, 
seconded by Mr. J. H. Whitley, of Halifax, moved that ex-
Bailie Gray, of Glasgow, be appointed Chairman of the 
Organisation in room of the late Bailie Ferguson. 

T h e motion was cordially and unanimously agreed to, and 
in returning thanks for his election, Bailie Gray said—It is 
not without considerable hesitation that I accept the office 
you have been pleased to appoint me to. I should have 
liked that the Lord Provost of Glasgow, who is the other 
remaining member of this committee from our city, had seen 
his way to accept the position, but, as you can well under-
stand, the magnitude of his work from 'day to day has 
rendered that impossible. Very much at his urgent request, 
and out of loyalty to the cause and to our own Corporation 
who have promoted what is known as the Scottish Bill, I 
will do what I can to adequately fill the vacancy which has 
taken place. 

The Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill. 
Public a n d Chari table Bodies Discuss the Measure. 
The passing of the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill 

through the second reading stage in the House of Commons 
in March last, by a majority of 258, has certainly wakened 
up the Opposition. The " hushing-up policy " is played out 
in Scotland, and the great landlords and property agents of 
Scotland are now strongly organised and out in the open 
fighting for their position. As usual with the vested interests 
when attacked, they have put " the poor widows and 
o r p h a n s " in the firing line. But we are just afraid that the 
general body of poor persons, made poor by law (widows 
and orphans included) are likely to look for relief from our 
more radical Parliament. 

The Glasgow Hutchesons' Hospital. 
A general meeting of the patrons of the Royal Incorpora-

tion of Hutchesons ' Hospital was held on Wednesday, 25th 
April, in the Hospital Hall, John Street, Glasgow. Ex-
Preceptor Mitchell presided. 

T h e Committee on I-ands reported that they had had 
under consideration the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) 
Bill, 1906, and that they had appointed a sub-committee 
with power to take such action as might be thought neces-
sary to obtain exemption for the hospital from the provisions 
of the bill. 

Councillor Young moved the approval of the minute. 
Councillor Guest moved the disapproval of the minute. 

H e thought there was a great want of consistency on the 

part of members of the Trust. T h e greater part of them 
were members of the Corporation, and they had been 
sponsors for the bill all through, and it seemed to him 
ridiculous that they should be the first to claim exemption. 

The Chairman—I do not think you quite understand. 
We are not claiming exemption. We are only— 

Councillor Guest—The minute says " to obtain exemption 
for the hospital." 

T h e Chairman—As a charitable institution. The Govern-
ment are willing to give exemption to charitable institutions. 

Councillor Battersby, in seconding, said he was exceed-
ingly surprised to find that they should put themselves into 
the category of objectors to the bill on account of the 
position in which the municipal authority had placed itself. 
T h e proper way was to tax all alike, and he thought that 
the minute should not be approved. 

Bailie Archibald Campbell supported the minutes. 
Councillor Murray moved—"Tha t a sub-committee of 

the Patrons be appointed to watch over the progress of the 
bill, with power to take such action as might be thought 
necessary to safeguard the interests of the hospital." T h e 
proposal, if carried into effect as drafted now, would tax 
every pensioner of that hospital to the extent of 2s. in the 
jQi—that was to say, assuming the pensions averaged . £ 1 0 
each, every one of them would have £ 1 deducted per 
annum. What was done with that £ 1 ? That was the 
extraordinary thing which he thought members who were 
promoting this bill had not looked to. According to clause 
S, " t h e net proceeds of such land value assessments shall 
be allocated pro rata to the several accounts in respect of 
which police and municipal assessments are levied within 
the burgh." That was to say, the widows and pensioners of 
Hutchesons' Hospitals would be taxed to the extent of 
to relieve Arthur & Co. of hundreds of pounds of rates, and 
also to relieve the railway companies. And the poor people 
in whose name this was being promoted had been gulled 
and cajoled for the last ten years to support this movement 
believing that they were going to get benefit from it. A 
man paying rental would therefore get tod. of a rebate 
on his assessment, but Arthur & Co. and the people who 
had highly rented shops, the railway companies, and the 
rich people who lived in the west end and paid rents of 
j ^ i o o and ^ 2 0 0 would get pounds of reduction as compared 
with the iod. of the poor man, who it was said was to benefit 
by the bill. 

Councillor Finlay seconded, remarking that he did so 
without associating himself with Mr. Murray's speech. H e 
had supported the general principle of taxation of land 
values since the question was raised in Glasgow Town 
Council in 1893, and had looked at it from a broad point 
of view—namely, that those institutions whose funds were 
held for the benefit of people who were to be relieved should 
be exempted. H e did not bring under that category big 
industrial insurance companies, because they could make 
their tables to meet the conditions which prevailed. H e 
had maintained, however, since 1893 that legislation on this 
question should not be retrospective. 

Councillor Gray quoted from a speech made by Mr. 
Haldane a few years ago in a discussion on the question of 

" A n U n f a i l i n g C u r e : Acts l ike Magic ."— Vide Testimonials. 

DR. JENNER'S " F I R S T A I D " COUGH BALSAM. 
P r i c e s , 1 , 2 6 , a n d 4 6 p e r B o t t l e . 

Sole Depot (or Scot land— 

THOS. SPEARS & CO., LTD., 
St. George Household and Drug Stores, 

2 7 - 3 5 G R E A T W E S T E R N R O A D , G L A S G O W . 
Te lephones :—Corpora t ion . 896 ; Nat ional , 080 C h a r i n g Cross . 



July , 1906. Land Values. 7 
the taxation of land values in the House of Commons. Mr. 
Haldane had said that when practical men belonging to a 
great Corporation like Glasgow came forward and promoted 
a bill to tax ground values it was little short of a scandal 
that the Government should propose simply an inquiry by 
Royal Commission. Now they found the Government of 
which Mr. Haldane was a member proposing to send the 
bill to a Select Committee. The Town Council acted for 
the poorer ratepayers as well as for the rich. He would be 
no advocate for the Caledonian Railway Company, or other 
great companies, but he believed the shopkeepers of the city 
alone felt the burden of taxation very much indeed, and 
many of them were going to the wall on account of rents 
and taxation. 

Mr. Paul Rottenburg, LL.D., supported Mr. Murray's 
amendment. 

On a vote being taken between the two amendments, 
Councillor Murray's was carried by seventeen votes to six. 
The motion was then put against Councillor Murray's 
amendment, and the latter was carried by sixteen votes 
to eleven. 

The Aberdeen Landowners. 
A meeting of owners of heritable properties was held in 

Trinity Hall, Aberdeen, on Wednesday, 25th April, under 
the auspices of the Aberdeen Association against the Taxa-
tion of Land Values Bill, for the purpose of considering the 
effect of the alteration proposed on the Bill which was 
introduced into the House of Commons by Mr. Sutherland, 
M.P. There was a large attendance, and one lady was 
present. Mr. Adam Maitland presided, and with him on 
the platform were Mr. George Bisset, Mr. John Graigen, 
solicitor ; Mr. A. B. Hutchison, convener of the Incorpor-
ated Trades; and Mr. Alexander Ledingham, S.S.C. The 
Aberdeen Free Press reported the proceedings in three 
columns. It was decided to give evidence against the Bill, 
and on the motion of the Chairman, it was resolved— 
" That in order to carry on the work of this Association, 
money should be provided by means of a guarantee fund, 
and that all the owners of heritable property within the 
city should be invited to subscribe to it." 

The Position of the Church. 
A meeting of the Presbytery of Fordyce was held on 

Wednesday, 25th April, in the Church Hall. Rev. Dr. 
Bruce, Banff, said that since last meeting of the Presbytery 
an important Bill, viz., the Taxation of Land Values Bill, 
had been printed, and, as it affected the interests of the 
Church and of the ministers in two ways, he thought their 
attention ought to be drawn to it. A committee had con-
sidered the Bill very carefully, and they had to submit their 
report. In the course of the report it is stated—" Under 
Section 1 every Parish Minister whose glebe is situated 
within a burgh (of which there are several hundreds) would 
be compelled to enter the annual value of his glebe, calcu-
lated according to sub-section (b) at the rate of four per 
cent, per annum upon the sum which the minister might fix 
as the price of it 'as between a willing seller and a willing 
buyer.' If that is not done, then the assessor, in making 
up the burgh valuation roll, shall, under Section 3, enter 
such amount as the value of the glebe land as he himself 
shall deem reasonable. Thus, a glebe of, say, ten acres, at 
present valued at thirty shillings an acre, and paying muni-
cipal taxes on fifteen pounds, may in future be valued by the 
assessor at a feu-duty of, say, £10 or £15 an acre ; so that 
the glebe of ten acres will be liable to a tax up to 2s. in the 
£ 1 on a valuation of, say, ^ 1 0 0 or .£150. If the minister 
hesitates to commit himself to such an enormous new taxa-
tion, and simply enters in these new columns the agricul-
tural values of his glebe, then, in the event of compulsory 
purchase of glebe land, the basis of the purchase price 
would be at the rate of 30s. an acre only. That is to say, 
the minister must either pay a huge increase of taxation on 

his glebe, or he may lose any opportunity of ever feuing it to 
advantage by the Town Council or School Board laying 
their hands upon it, and compulsorily seizing it at agricul-
tural value. This seems to be simply an act of confiscation, 
from which there will be no appeal. These first five Sec-
tions of the Bill seem crude and unworkable. But by far 
the most important part of the Bill is Section 7, referring to 
feu-duties or ground annuals. The tax of 2s. per £ 1 on 
existing feu-duties will very seriously affect the five quoad 
sacra parishes in the Presbytery of Fordyce—Buckie, 
Enzie, Seafield, Portsoy, and Ord—and also those parishes 
the stipends of which have recently been augmented, such 
as Cullen and Buckie. Their endowments are "vested in 
feus or ground rents, and each of the ministers will be liable 
to a loss of £12 on his stipend of ,£120. The Endowment 
Committee of the Church of Scotland derive a revenue from 
feu-duties for quoad sacra churches of over £35,000 per 
annum, being the larger part of the endowments of 435 
quoad sacra parishes. Under this Act the Church would 
suffer a loss of not less than ^ 3 5 0 0 per annum. These 
feu-dut es were assigned in security for the stipends of the 
ministers. If henceforward the Committee receive them 
under deduction of their new tax of 2s., they will necessarily 
pay the ministers under deduction of the same amount. 
Whatever promises may have been made by the Lord-
Advocate with respect to the retrospective clause, the Bill 
as it stands is one which is grossly unjust and confiscatory. 
It legalises a breach of contract entered into between 
superiors and feuars. By taxing existing feu-duties, which 
have been purchased by the Church in the belief that legis-
lature would protect existing contracts, the Bill violates one 
of the most fundamental principles of civil justice. The 
Committee are of opinion that the Presbytery should peti-
tion Parliament against the Bill, both because of the 
prejudicial bearing on glebes within burghs and on feu-
duties, which form the major part of the endowments of its 
quoad sacra parishes." 

Dr. Bruce, in moving the adoption of the report, urged 
the Presbytery to take the Bill into their most serious con-
sideration, and to remember that, even although the retro-
spective aspect were changed, under the scope of the first 
five Sections, the rights of all ministers in burghs would be 
most prejudicially affected. (Applause.) 

The following committee were appointed to draw up the 
petition and forward it :—Rev. Dr. Bruce, the Moderator, 
and the Clerk. 

The other business was unimportant 

The Glasgow Procurators. 
The Parliamentary Bills Committee of the Faculty of 

Procurators in Glasgow have prepared a report on the Land 
Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill, which was set forth in a 
column of the Glasgow Herald, Saturday, 28th April. 

In an introductory paragraph the committee say that the 
Bill is simply a repitition of what is now known as " The 
Glasgow Bill." 

Alike on the grounds of the injustice, the impracticability, 
and the inexpediency of the Bill, the committee recommend 
the Faculty to use all efforts to prevent its being passed 
into law. 

Public Trusts. 
A conference of representatives of various bodies whose 

interests would be prejudiced by the passing into law of the 
Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill was held on Tuesday, 
ist May, in Edinburgh. The meeting was called at the 
instance of the Special Committee of George Heriot's Trust 
dealing with the subject, and took place in the Council 
Room of George Heriot's Hospital. It was attended by 
over forty representatives from various parts of the country. 
Lord Provost Sir Robert Cranston presided, as chairman of 
the Board of Governors of George Heriot's Trust. 

The Chairman said Geerge Heriot's Trust was the superior 
of a very great part of the city of Edinburgh, and its whole 
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endowments were invested in land and feu-duties. It had 
taken two and a half centuries to develop the lands to their 
present value of about .£30,000 a year, and the Governors 
had still 100 acres of unfeued ground within the bounds of 
the city. The whole proceeds of the endowment had for 
250 years been expended on education and charity in the 
city of Edinburgh, and the Trust had in the course of its 
long history conferred untold benefit upon tens of thousands 
of succeeding generations of citizens. (Applause.) Were 
the Bill to pass as it stands, the burden failing to be paid 
by George Heriot's Trust would amount to £ 3 0 0 0 per 
annum, or one-tenth of the revenues. The work of the Trust 
would be seriously curtailed, and the injury would fall upon 
the poorer classes, who benefited by the endowment. Fur-
ther, the whole burden of the new assessment would fall 
upon the present owners of feu-duties, for no purchaser 
would be found to buy them except at such a price as would 
recoup him for the assessments which he would have to pay. 
The effects of this depreciation in value would, he was 
certain, be more far-reaching than at first appeared possible, 
for it was well known that, owing to the confidence with 
which investment in feu-duties had hitherto been regarded, 
the principal investors in this class of security were charit-
able and educational trusts, churches, insurance companies, 
and other institutions in which all classes were interested. 

Professor Darroch moved a resolution declaring that the 
meeting, representing the principal landowners and superiors 
in the larger burghs of Scotland, viewed with alarm the in-
equitable and unworkable proposals contained in the Bill, 
and resolved to use every effort to prevent it being passed 
into law. The Bill would strike at earned incomes as well 
as the unearned incomes or increment which was supposed 
to result from the differential advantages which one piece 
of land had over another. In many cases the holding up 
of land had been for the good of the community. 

Mr. William C. M'Bain, Glasgow, seconded the resolution. 
There was no holding up of land in Glasgow any more than 
in Edinburgh. As a matter of fact, land in Glasgow had 
been far too freely sold. The death-knell of the Bill was 
sounded the other day when the body known as Hutcheson's 
Hospital agreed to petition against the Bill on respective 
clauses. The motion was proposed and seconded by mem-
bers of Glasgow Town Council, and the vote was largely 
made up of Glasgow Town Councillors. The feeling pre-
vailed in the city that that was the beginning of the end. 

Mr. William Grant, Master of the Merchant Company, 
moved that a committee, representative of the landowners 
and superiors in Edinburgh, be appointed to co-operate 
with other bodies in arranging for the views of proprietors 
being submitted to the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, to which the Bill has been remitted. 

Mr. G. M. Paul, D.K.S., seconded the motion, which was 
adopted, and the following committee was appointed:— 

Lord Provost Sir Robert Cranston, Professor Darroch, and 
Mr. Peter Macnaughton, S.S.C. (as representing George 
Heriot's Trust) ; Mr. William Grant, Master of Merchant 
Company, and Mr. Alexander Heron, S.S.C. (as representing 
the Company); Dr. Turnbull Smith (as representing the 
Governors of Fettes Trust); Mr. George M. Paul, D.K.S. 
(as representing Lieut.-Colonel Gordon Gilmour of Craig-
millar and others); Mr. George M. Low, F.F.A. (as chair-
man of the board of managers of insurance companies in 
Edinburgh); Mr. James Kennedy, of Messrs. Charles 
Jenner & Co. (as representing the Princes Street frontagers); 
Mr. Alan L. Menzies, W.S. (as representing the Endowment 
Committee of the Church of Scotland); Mr. VVm. Garson, 
W.S. (as representing the Trustees of Lady Gordon Cathcart 
of Cluny) ; Mr. Robert Strathern, W.S. (as representing the 
Duke of Buccleuch); Sir Henry Cook, W.S. (as representing 
Donaldson's Hospital and Mrs. Agnew of Easter Warriston); 
Mr. John S. Pitman, W.S. (as representing Sir George War-
render's trustees and Sir James Miller of Manderston's 
trustees); Mr. David Campbell, S.S.C. (Hope Trus t ) ; Mr. 
H. E. Richardson, W.S. (as representing Sir Wm. Dick-
Cunyngham of Prestonfield); and Mr. Woo. Robertson, 
VV.S. (as representing the Walker Trust). 

Established Presbytery of Glasgow. 
A meeting of the Glasgow Presbytery of the Church of 

Scotland was held on Wednesday, 9th May—the Rev. A. 
Miller, Bluevale, moderator. 

Mr. John Brown, Bellahouston, gave in the report of the 
Law Committee on the Land Values Bill. The report 
stated that the committee had carefully considered the 
Land Values Bill of 1906, which if passed into law would 
seriously affect the endowments within the Presbytery. The 
committee did not think it necessary to refer specially to 
that part of the Bill relating to the value of sites, although 
there were parishes within the bounds that might be 
seriously and injuriously affected by it. It was clause 7 of 
the Bill which more particularly affected the Presbytery— 
that with reference to feu-duties. Feu-duties were to be 
subject to a rate not exceeding 2s. in the £ 1 , and the 
endowments would therefore be diminished by 10 per rent. 
The usual endowment of a quoad sacra parish was ,£120. 
There were sixty-nine of these parishes in the Presbytery, 
and as other two were about to be erected, it might be said 
that there were seventy-one. That represented a diminution 
of ,£852 per annum, and, inasmuch as some of the parishes 
had larger endowments than ,£120, they might say it repre-
sented in round numbers a diminution of .£900 per annum. 
The Committee were not in a position to state what effect 
the clause would have on the funds invested for charitable 
purposes, but the committee pointed out in connection with 
these funds that a diminution of 10 per cent, in their 
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revenue represented a considerable curtailment of charitable 
work, and a great hardship on the deserving poor, for whom 
these charities were intended. The Presbytery of Glasgow 
had over ^ 6 0 0 a year to aid in the education of students 
both in arts and divinity, which would be also materially 
affected if the Bill came into operation. It was said that 
the Bill was not to be retrospective; but the committee 
pointed out that there was nothing in the Bill to show that 
that was the case. The Committee considered this a most 
unjust Bill, and one which, if passed into law, would 
seriously affect and hamper the work of the Church, and 
they recommended that the Presbytery use every legitimate 
effort to prevent the Bill becoming law. The committee 
further recommended the Presbytery to petition against the 
Bill; that a communication be sent to kirk-sessions within 
the bounds pointing out the injurious effect which such an 
Act would have upon the Church, and advising kitk-sessions 
to petition against the Bill, and to bring the matter directly 
before the Members of Parliament for their constituencies; 
and the committee further suggested that the representatives 
of the Presbytery in the General Assembly take steps to 
bring this matter before the General Assembly by overture. 

Mr. Brown, in moving the adoption of the report, said 
that some of the members of the committee did not see 
much objection to that part of the Bill dealing with vacant 
ground which was held up for the purpose of procuring an 
extravagant price, and they considered that in these circum-
stances it would be quite fair to subject it to taxation. The 
l'resbytery, however, had little to do with that. What 
mainly concerned them was the question of feu-duties. 
What the committee wished to lay before the Court was 
that this taxation would press most heavily upon the poor. 
(Hear, hear.) It might have been intended to get at the 
rich, but they were missing the rich and striking the poor. 

Professor Cooper seconded the motion. He wished 
strongly to emphasise the point that while the Bill might 
have been intended to get at the capitalist, it really struck 
at the poor. Many small endowments had been invested 
under the security of the law of the land, and now out of 
these small sums a large proportion was to be taken. It was 
not only the ministers of quoad sacra parishes—of whom 
there must be a large number—but widows and other people 
whose small properties had been invested by trustees in 
accordance with the law in such securities who would be 
liable to the same thing. He thought the promoters of the 
Bill had not very carefully considered those who were not 
commonly called poor, but who were really poor and in very 
narrow circumstances, and what effect the Bill would have 
on them. He was sure the Presbytery would agree to 
petition against the Bill; and he hoped that kirk sessions 
would not only follow that example, but that they would 
write to their members of Parliament and express their views 
on this subject. In that way it would be brought home to 
the representatives of the Scottish people that there were 
many whose feelings deserved consideration, and who were 
in a position to judge of the effect of the Bill. 

The report was unanimously adopted, as also the recom-
mendations contained therein. 

PROGRESS IN GERMANY. 
The ««DEUTSCHE VOLKSTIMME," Organ of the 

"League of German Land Reformers," published 
twice a month. Edited by Adolf Damaschke, 
Berlin N. W.23 Lessingrstr. 11. 
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A N EXPLANATION OF OUR POLICY. 

By JOSIAH C. WEDGWOOD, M.P. 

In " The Tribune," May 1, 1906. 
Our object is not to place an extra impost on particular 

persons, or to encourage extravagant expenditure. What 
we do want to do is gradually to change the basis of 
taxation and rating—to take off the tax on buildings, 
machinery, and improvements, and place it instead on the 
value of the bare land used. 

The same people who pay at present may, for the pur-
poses of this reform, pay the tax or rate in future—only let 
it be based, not on the use to which they actually put the 
land they monopolise, but on the best use to which it might 
be put—in other words, on the land value. 

This is spoken of as something approaching robbery. 
Let me give an illustration of its real effect. 

There is a certain celebrated manufactory of pottery in 
the borough of Hanley which has recently been re-valued 
for assessment purposes at about £ 1 0 0 0 per annum, and 
the land was one-third of the total value. Rates in Hanley 
are 9s. 6d. in the so they pay about ^ 4 7 5 a year. The 
value of the land in Hanley is about ont-third of the total 
rateable value, so that if the rates were based on the land 
value alone they would have to be 28s. 6d. in the in 
order to produce the same revenue. But if they were 
28s 6d. in the £ on this new basis would this firm of 
potters be any worse off? Every year they would pay to 
the municipality 50 per cent, more than the full annual 
value of the land they used. Their land would be moie 
than nationalised, and yet these potters would be better off. 
They would pay the same .£475 a year, but any improve-
ments they chose to make in their factory would go tax free. 
Hanly and England would be better off, because these 
patters and many others might then invest their profits in 
improving their business instead of drawing out the last 
penny to invest elsewhere. At present every penny they 
invest in their business is taxed 50 per cent., and con-
sequently they go and buy shares in something like the 
Pennsylvania Railroad. 

The factory is an old one—a modern up-to-date factory 
would find itself paying actually le=s under the new system. 
The only people who would actually suffer would be those 
who might—but who do not—use their land to the best 
purpose. 

Moreover, under this system every improvement in a 
town—street widening?, new sewers, the removal of tolls or 
improved economies in manufacture, improved trade, and 
increased population—would revert immediately to the 
community. The citizens would always reap the full 
advantage of their efforts and of every increase in land 
value. At the same time buildings and improvements, 
being freed from taxes, would spring into being for the 
welfare of the community. 

What is true of a town is true also of the country rates 
and Imperial taxes. A landlord who has improved his 
property—who has invested his capital so as to get the 
most from the land—would find his burden reduced. The 
small freeholder, for whom some of our statesmen fancy 
special exemption would have to be provided, would prob-
ably be the one to benefit most. Only those would suffer 
who starve their property or who withhold it from use, as 
Lord Penrhyn did his slate quarries. 

There are undoubtedly weak points in the Scotch Bill 
for Mr. Harold Cox to criticise, but when properly under-
stood there are no weak points in the ultimate goal towards 
which that Bill is a first step. 

Just Published 
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" OUR POLICY." 
" We would simply take for the community what belongs 

to the community—the value t h a t a t taches to land by the 
growth of the communi ty ; leave sacred to the individual 
all t h a t belongs to the individual"—Henry George. 

T H E B U D G E T . 

AS IT IS, A N D AS IT MIGHT BE. 

Having in hand from the previous year a realised surplus 
of .£3,466,000, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, as required 
by law, devoted this sum, constituting the Old Sinking Fund, 
to the reduction of debt. To this purpose he also allocated 
£9 ,000 ,000 estimated to be available from the fixed annual 
charge for the debt (£27,000,000 to £28,000,000) , together 
with £500 ,000 from the revenues of 1906-7, and a further 
half million expected to accrue from the Chinese indemnity. 
Thus the record total of £13,500,000 was set aside for 
debt reduction—a very welcome and a very necessary step 
in the direction of sound finance. A step which Mr. 
Asquith very wisely followed up by declaring that for the 
future no new military or naval works shall be commenced 
on borrowed money. 

On the basis of the then existing taxation the Chan-
cellor estimated that the revenue for the current year would 
be £144,860,000, while the expenditure was put down at 
£141,786,000 (excluding in both cases the revenue inter-
cepted in aid of local taxation). The estimated surplus for 
the year is, therefore, .£3,074,000, and this surplus Mr. 
Asquith disposed of as follows :—Sinking Fund, ,£500,000; 
grants in aid of necessitious school districts, £ 1 3 5 , 0 0 0 ; 
increased postal and telegraph facilities, ,£105,000; repeal 
of Coal Tax as from Novemher ist, £1 ,000 ,000 ; reduction 
of the tea duty as from July ist, ,£920,000*—making a total 

* S u b s e q u e n t l y a l t e red to May 14th at a f u r t h e r cost of .£70,00© to 
.£80,000. 

of £J ,660,000, and leaving for contingencies a balance of 
£414 .000 . 

T h e r e is no ga insay ing t he fac t t h a t th is B u d g e t is 
of a very h u m d r u m charac te r , a n d this Mr. A s q u i t h 
recognised, for he desired t he H o u s e a n d the C o u n t r y 
t o r e m e m b e r t h a t t he G o v e r n m e n t " on ly c a m e i n t o 
office last year , when some of t he gove rn ing fac tors of 
t he case ( t he A r m y and N a v y E s t i m a t e s , t o wit) had 
a l r eady been fixed in advance ." " S o far as I a m 
personal ly concerned ," he a d d e d , " I have had l i t t le more 
t h a n four m o n t h s in which to su rvey t h e large t r a c t of 
rough and t ang led g round . I should like to see more 
th ings a t t e m p t e d and more d o n e t h a n I can a t t e m p t 
or do th is yea r in t he reduct ion of e x p e n d i t u r e , in t he 
r e p a y m e n t of deb t , and in t he r e a d j u s t m e n t of t he 
inc idence of t a x a t i o n . " 

T h e r e p a y m e n t of d e b t is a ve ry i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r . 
T h e reduc t ion of e x p e n d i t u r e is also a very i m p o r t a n t 
m a t t e r ; and one c a n n o t bu t regre t t h a t no real ly 
d e t e r m i n e d a t t e m p t was m a d e to cut d o w n t h e swollen 
A r m y and N a v y E s t i m a t e s b e q u e a t h e d to t he G o v e r n -
m e n t by its predecessors . Bu t t he mos t i m p o r t a n t , 
t he mos t vital , t he mos t f u n d a m e n t a l m a t t e r of all is 
the r e a d j u s t m e n t of t h e inc idence of t a x a t i o n . 

A n d it was to us a p r o f o u n d d i s a p p o i n t m e n t to find 
t h a t all t ha t Mr. A s q u i t h h a d to sugges t in r ega rd to 
th is po in t was t he s e t t i ng u p of a Se lec t C o m m i t t e e 
to enqu i re in to the p rac t icab i l i ty of t he g r a d u a t i o n 
and the d i f fe ren t ia t ion of t he i ncome t a x , and a 
m e a s u r e for dea l ing wi th " t he a n o m a l o u s and un-
sa t i s fac to ry condi t ion of t he l icense dut ies ." 

" A s to t h e income t ax , " said Mr. A s q u i t h , " t he re 
are t w o per fec t ly valid ob jec t ions to t h e inc idence of 
t he t a x . T h e y are, as eve ryone knows, first, t ha t , 
above t he l imit of e x e m p t i o n a n d a b a t e m e n t , it is 
levied a t a un i fo rm r a t e ; a n d , secondly , n o d i s t inc t ion 
is m a d e be tween precar ious a n d p e r m a n e n t incomes ." 
But these are no t val id ob jec t ions to the i n c o m e t a x . 
T h e o n e valid ob jec t ion to t he i ncome t a x — a n objec-
tion t h a t appl ies , un fo r tuna t e ly , t o all our e x i s t i n g 
t a x e s — b o t h local a n d imper ia l—is t ha t it is no t an 
hones t t a x . If a m a n earns his income hones t ly , no t 
one of t he 43 mil l ions of us h a s a n y r ight t o mulc t 
h im of a n y por t ion of t h a t income. A n d , t h a t be ing 
so, t he 43 mil l ions of us pu t t oge the r have n o r igh t t o 
do so. If h is income be d i shones t ly acqui red , t he 
S ta t e , ins tead of sha r ing in the p roceeds of his dis-
hones ty , shou ld dea l wi th h im accord ing to his deser ts . 
If, by reason of some f«rm of m o n o p o l y , he is e n a b l e d 
to " b leed " t h e publ ic and secure an income wi thou t 
e a rn ing it, t h e S t a t e should, whe re possible, abol i sh 
t he monopo ly . Monopol ies t h a t ar ise f rom Pro tec t ive 
Ta r i f f s will d i sappea r when Pro tec t ion is ove r th rown . 
L a n d m o n o p o l y will be t a k e n d o w n by the t a x a t i o n 
of land values. A n d f ranchise monopol ies , such as 
gas , water , electr ic l igh t ing a n d supp ly , t r a m s a n d rail-
ways should be respect ively munic ipa l i sed or na t iona l -
ised ; or, b e t t e r still, pe rhaps , t h e m o n o p o l y va lue of such 
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f ranchise—at bo t tom a land value—should be appro-
priated to public purposes by the exercise of the 
tax ing powers of the State , leaving to private enter-
prise simply a fair return for the services actually 
rendered to the public. 

T h e same applies to the monopoly value of licenses. 
License duties, unlike the income tax , are a jus t 
method of raising public revenue for the monopoly 
value of licenses is created by the public, and is, there-
fore, r ight ly liable to taxat ion. Mr. Asqui th has 
repeatedly stated tha t he can do nothing appreciable 
in the direction of reducing taxa t ion unless the 
pruning knife of re t renchment be first vigorously 
used ; and it is a common-place, both on the platform 
and in the press, tha t the South Afr ican War has 
swallowed up all the funds available for O ld -Age 
Pensions and other social reforms. But Mr. Asqui th 
overlooks the fact that no mere re t renchment , no 
mere reduction of exis t ing taxes, no mere chopping 
and changing and shif t ing of the incidence of taxat ion, 
so far as our present system of taxa t ion is concerned 
can benefit the labour and capital of the country! 
T h e burden labour and capital now bear is the triple 
burden of rent, rates, and taxes. If expend i tu re be 
cut down, and if rates and taxes be reduced or re-
pealed, labour and capital can afford to pay so much 
more in rent and the landlord may be t rusted to see 
t o it tha t they do so. But, en the other hand, the 
taxat ion of land values will not only provide funds for 
the reduction or repeal of exis t ing rates and taxes but it 
will also force idle land into the marke t and thus reduce 
the toll which the idle few are able to levy upon the 
workers for the use of " their " land. All other forms 
of t axa t ion rob labour and capital of their just earn-
ings and hamper t rade and industry. But the taxa t ion 
of land value? robs no man ; it s imply takes for the 
communi ty the values created by the communi ty • 
and, instead of hampering, it would great ly encourage 
t rade and industry. 

As to the contention tha t the South African War 
swallowed up all the funds tha t would otherwise have 
been available for O l d - A g e Pensions and so forth it 
simply is not true. Dur ing the three years of the 
South Afr ican War we spent some £250,000,000 on 
behalf of the Randlords , but dur ing the same period 
we handed over to the landlords here at home at 
least £200,000,000 per annum — or a total of 
£600,000,000! A n d in the four years succeeding 
tha t war we have paid to these gen t ry who " toil not, 
nei ther do they spin," a further total of eight hundred 
millions sterling ! I t is not the South Afr ican War, it 
is our own ignorance and want of courage that prevents 
our finding the money for Old -Age Pensions and 
other social reforms. T h e land values of the country 
created by, and therefore r ightly belonging to the 
people as a whole, would, if taken as they ought to be 
for public purposes, enable us not only to make ample 
provision for the aged, for the sick and the disabled 
and for the widow and the orphan, but also to sweep 
away the whole of the present rates and taxes which 
now penalise t rade and industry. 

A. W . 
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Scortlab Motes ani> Bewe. 
[Sco t t i sh r e a d e r s of Land Values a t e invi ted to send news" fo r th i s 

co lumn . R e p o r t s of m e e t i n g s , or a n y r e f e r ence by pub l i c m e n , o r 
publ ic bodies , to the l and q u e s t i o n , or t h e t axa t ion of land v a l u e s 
will be a p p r e c i a t e d . ] 

Mr. George Fowlds, M.P. (New Zealand) will be present 
at a meeting in the League Rooms, 13 Dundas Street, Glas-
gow, Friday, ist June. 

At a meeting of the Scottish League for the Taxation of 
Land Values, held at 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow, Wednes-
day, May 9, 1906, ex-Treasurer James Fairlie (Falkirk), 
president, in the chair, the following resolution was 
adopted:— 

(1) " T h a t this meeting views with satisfaction the 
progress of the movement as evidenced by the return 
of sixty Scottish members of Parliament at the recent 
General Election pledged to promotethe taxation of land 
values; (2) the reply of the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to the delegates from the municipalities and rating 
authorities on February 26, to the effect that the 
Government desire to pass a satisfactory and more 
permanent measure rather than introduce a small 
and piecemeal instalment of the reform; (3) the 
passing of the second reading of the Land Values 
Taxation (Scotland) Bill (promoted by 550 muni-
cipalities and rating authorities of the country) in the 
House of Commons on March 23 by a majority of 258; 
(4) cordially endorses the statement of the Lord-
Advocate in the course of the debate made on behalf 
of the Government, that the first requisite is to separate 
the value of the land from the value of improvements 
so that when the assessment comes to be made in the 
following year, 1907, it may be done smoothly and 
without friction ; (5) is of opinion that the Bill now 
before Parliament should be made applicable to the 
whole country, so as to include rural as wtll as urban 
land, and appeals to the Government and members of 
Parliament to see that this sound and more permanent 
measure is incorporated ; (6) that the seventh clause of 
the Bill, providing for the taxation of feu-duties and 
ground annuals, in so far as these do not represent the 
value of improvements, should be maintained." » • * 

The Edinburgh League adopted the following resolution 
at a meeting held 18th May :— 

" T h a t the Executive of the Taxation of Land Values 
League, Edinburgh, approves of the principle of the 
Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill, expresses its 
satisfaction that the Bill has passed its second reading 
in the House of Commons by a majority of 258, and 
trusts that the Select Committee of that House now 
sitting will report in favour of extending the measure to 
the country generally, rural as well as urban districts, 

and that this reform will be brought forward as a 
Government measure in the near future." 

• * » 

Our faithful band of press correspondents have been busy 
during the past month in the columns of the daily and 
weekly press. The letters by the Anti-Taxation of Land 
Values League are also more abundantly plentiful. The 
more the better for our side. 

# * # 

I think that vacant land, whether agricultural or urban, 
when needed for the extension of industry, should come 
into the market at a normal price unhindered by monopoly, 
and if such land is compelled to take its share of the burdens 
incidental to the community by a tax on its value, there will 
be less land held in " the ripening process " in the future.— 
J A M E S BUSBY in the Glasgow Evening Citizen, 26/5/06. 

The Citizen in foot note states thai " the only logical and 
clear-headed reformers are the extremists." 

« • « 

Mr. George Cowie, Jun., Aberdeen, ably defends the pro-
posal to tax land values in the local press. He has a 
thorough knowledge of local circumstances and states the 
case clearly and with every confidence that the mass of the 
Aberdeen people are for the reform. 

« » • 
Professor Darroch in opposing the Glasgow Bill at the 

Edinburgh meeting held under the auspices of the Public 
Trusts, stated that " in many cases the holding up of land 
had been for the good of the community." Mr. W. C. 
M'Bain, Glasgow, went one better by declaring that " as a 
matter of fact land in Glasgow had been far too freely sold." 
Mr. M'Bain is the Chairman of the Anti-Taxation of Land 
Values League in Glasgow. 

« * « 

At the Scottish Trades' Union Congress held at Greenock, 
28th April, the following resolution moved by Mr. Burgess, 
Glasgow, and seconded by Mr. Templeton, was adopted :— 

" That the Congress reaffirms its approval of the 
principle of the taxation of land values for local pur-
poses as being just and equitable, and expresses satis-
faction that the organisation initiated by the Corpora-
tion of Glasgow, having for its object the promotion of 
these measures, has now associated with it over 500 
rating authorities." 
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DESPOTISM VERSUS DEMOCRACY. * 

BURNING ISSUES. 

In the last analysis there is but one issue that burns. 
Though human controversies be limitless in multitude and 
variety, the essential issua in every one is the same. It 
always has been the same and doubtless always will be. 
Whenever particular controversies burn, it is because they 
radiate the heat of this essential issue with practical effect. 
Academic questions never burn. However heated their 
disputants may become they develop no social heat until 
they take on practical form. Neither do practical questions 
burn unless they are vitalized with the heat of this essential 
issue. And the essential issue, this question of questions, 
this one burning issue of all the past and as far as we can see 
of all the future too, what is it but the irrepressible issue of 
despotism against democracy? 

Sometimes we think that in our democratic country we 
have banished despotism, but we are mistaken. Though 
some of its more ancient forms have been cast out, the 
ancient principle of despotism is here and now as active as 
ever, and the old principle of democracy continually renews 
its youth among us. 

I have no intention of even enumerating the particular 
burning questions of our generation, nor shall I so much as 
attempt the discussion of a single one of them. All I ask 
of you is to consider that those that do burn, those that 
split society—whether international, national, or local 
society—into hostile camps swarming with vigorous parti-
sans, are only battles in a perennial war between the princi-
ples of democracy and the policies of despotism. 

Do we observe—either in the present or the past, either 
here or elsewhere—any burning questions in the churches ? 
Let us examine them minutely, and we shall find that in the 
last analysis-they are controversies in behalf of ecclesiastical 
dominion on the one hand and religious freedom on the 
other. Are our burning questions political ? Then they 
are struggles for personal liberty against governmental 
oppression, be the oppression administrative, legislative, or 
judicial. If economic, then our burning questions are 
essentially conflicts in behalf of the natural rights of man-
hood as to property, against the oppressions of privilege as 
to property. And these three kinds of despotism are allies. 
Both ecclesiastical despotism and economic privilege fortify 
themselves with political power, while political dominion 
draws strength from ecclesiasticism and sustenance from 
economic privilege. Here is an unholy trinity in unity to 
appal the stoutest knight errant of democracy. 

But democratic knights errant unappalled were never 
wanting in the past, though the penalties for temporary 
defeat were rack and thumbscrew, fire and gibbet. Why-
should there be timidity now, when the severest possible 
penalties are the irreverent pencil jabs of mercenary car-
toonists, and the cheap slurs of smug-souled pharisees ? 
The question is hardly worth the asking. Penalties play a 
small part in baffling the democratic spirit; whether they 
are severe or contemptible makes little difference. The 
democratic knight errant is a reactionary effect of despotism, 
not an originating cause of democracy; and when the spirit 
of democracy stirs the hearts of men, it thrusts forward its 
spokesmen and agents—they cannot help themselves. And 
the spirit of democracy does stir the hearts of men when-
ever despotism begins to unmask or its veiled operations 
begin to sting. Then it is, and only then, that any question 
offers a burning issue. 

The controversy may be religious, political or economic, 
or a confusion of any two or of all three, and the question 
in its particular form may be almost anything from "govern-
ment by injunction" to municipal ownership; but the issue, 
if the question be a burning one, is always the issue of 
natural rights. I t is the issue (it may be in large or it may 

* A paper read by Louis F . Post a t a symposium of the Chicago 
Literary Club , Apri l 2, 1906, on " Burning Issues ." 

be in small) of people's government ot superimposed govern-
ment, of organised selfishness or organised justice, of 
despotism or democracy. 

The despotic impulse may indeed be benevolent, but it 
is none the less despotic for that. Nor is it less likely to 
become tyrannous. Haven't most tyrannies originated in 
despotic benevolence? Yet we must not assume that all 
who take their stand with despotism are necessarily selfish 
in their impulses or undemocratic in their aspirations. The 
benevolent despot is of course as despotic as the tyrant, 
and more dangerous to the principle of liberty. But I am 
far from saying that all who support despotic measures are 
despotic men. I have been comparing not hostile men but 
hostile principles. The democracy of individuals on either 
side of any specific controversy cannot be questioned fairly 
without incriminating proof in each man's case; for particu-
lar questions between despotism and democracy are never 
simple, nor is the issue ever sharply drawn except by 
historians long after the contests are over and the questions 
no longer burn. 

Were we to attempt a classification of men with reference 
to their attitude toward particular controversies that burn, 
we should probably be able to assign them to three general 
categories. Though we should still be in a maze, for the 
sub-classifications would be innumerable, the three general 
categories could be fairly distinguished, I think, as the 
democratic, the despotic, and (if you will allow the verbal 
invention) the "grafteric." 

Unselfish men of the democratic and the despotic classes 
are in honest conflict over a principle of social life, one 
class believing in the benevolence of despotism and the 
other in the beneficence of democracy. Although these 
classes vary in their constituents, from unqualified indi-
vidualists at the extreme of democracy to unrestrained 
centralizationists at the farther extreme of despotism, and 
although there is a middle space between the two where the 
constituents of both remind one of the little boy whose 
trousers were so curiously cut that his own mother couldn't 
tell at a distance whether he was going to school or coming 
home, yet on the whole I think there are clearly distinguish-
able among unselfish men the two tendencies I have indi-
cated, one of which makes for despotism and the other for 
democracy. 

But these tendencies are more or less diverted by the 
"graf ter ic" tendency. This also has its maze of sub-
classifications. They extend from the disreputable gray 
wolf with his raw carrion, through many grades downward 
to the two-dollar voter, and many more upward to million-
aire beneficiaries of the two-dollar vote. They extend even 
to the supernal plane, where "graf ter ic" clergymen tithe 
those beneficiaries for the cure of their souls and the moral 
policing of their tainted treasures. 

Both sides of burning questions are affected by the 
influence of graft. The democratic side has its little graft, 
and men of undemocratic or indifferent impulses are doubt-
less often drawn to that side for the graft rather than by 
the principle. The despotic side has richer graft. Not 
only is the graft richer, but usually its successful appropria-
tion operates also as a general certificate of good character. 
Business interests of the "graf te r ic" kind usually flourish 
better under despotic than under democratic influences. So 
do professional ambitions of the " grafteric " kind. Every 
large form of selfishness, from the benevolent type that 
would magnificently regulate the lives of the poor to the 
type that would commit any predatory crime of magnitude 
if assured immunity—springs as naturally to the despotic 
side of every burning question as iron filings to a magnet. 

But what is the moral difference between large and little 
forms of selfishness? We differentiate respectable graft 
from the disreputable. We send some little grafters to 
prison, while we send some bigger ones to the council, the 
legislature, the senate or the bench, and depend upon other 
bigger ones to lend their respectability to missionary enter-
prises and anti-crime committees. But in all candour, what 
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is the moral difference, for instance, between an impover-
ished citizen who votes any way you want htm to for f 2, and 
a " penniless plute" who votes as business men tell him to, 
or the business men themselves who vote for what they are 
pleased to call " business interests?" What moral difference 
does it make whether the " business interest" is an interest 
in a law creating a privilege worth millions in the course of 
a few years, or an interest in a two-dollar bill on election 
day ? And let me also ask how much superior morally to 
election grafters who begin a graft job by selling their votes 
for $2 apiece, are distinguished lawyers who for a larger fee 
perfect the job, or successful business men who seek profit 
by investing in it, or distinguished editors who earn salaries 
by writing editorial defences or apologies for it? 

A politician of the "grafteric" type once confided to me 
his three rules for political success. He was a man of com-
pact speech, whose verbal embellishments were few. They 
were usually phrased in spiritual terms, though seldom in 
terms of heavenly significance. " In the first place," said he, 
"you must keep your family in good standing in the church; 
in the second place you must be true to your friends, true 
to your r ing; in the third place you must keep out of the 
penitentiary; and after that you can do anything you damn 
please. "Hut," he added reflectively, " you must keep out of 
the penitentiary." . 

With the advance of our era of fierce commercialism 
(now happily passing away), when gross idolatry of commer-
cial success grew more and more obtrusive and repugnant, 
I often wondered if those rules for ignoble political success 
might not be the rules also for pretty much all ignoble 
successes—for all those ignoble successes at the bar, in the 
counting room, in the pulpit, in the editorial chair, in society, 
as well as in politics, before which we were strenuously 
admonished to fall down in ignoble worship. They seem 
indeed to be rules of universal application in the wide 
domain of successful graft, and the one important considera-
tion seems always to be the keeping out of the penitentiary. 

Into every burning question this element of graft enters, 
and not one of us knows how much he himself may be 
affected by it until he is tempted. Even if we withstand 
temptation, how can we know we have been offered our 
price? Mayhap we are unconsciously only holding out for 
a higher price or a different kind of price—for a safe fortune 
instead of a dangerous bribe ; for a professional or business 
career instead of ready money; for political advancement 
or social recognition, rather than anything else. Let none 
of us be too ready to cast the first stone at a grafter, whether 
that grafter belong to the upper four hundred or to the sub-
merged mob. 

Apart, however, from the sin of judging others, it is a fact 
we cannot blink, that the element of graft tends to distort 
the issue of despotism or democracy in every burning ques-
tion. Have we not met men who are academically demo-
cratic, yet never on the democratic side of any concrete 
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question which has begun to burn? Why is this se ? 
Some no doubt are influenced by genuine alterations of 
opinion, induced by the heat of the conflict, which brings 
their academic speculations to the test of a stimulated judg-
ment. Many, however, are influenced—unconsciously, it 
may be, for the most part, yet influenced nevertheless, by 
considerations of personal gain or loss. And do not these 
considerations constitute the essential principle of graft ? 

But when all the diverting influences to which individual 
minds are subject have been given full weight, there 
remains the truth which it has been my chief object here to 
point out, that the essence of every burning question, the 
principle that makes it what we understand by burning 
question, is the clash of the despotic and the democratic 
forces in human society—the irrepressible conflict of 
despotism against democracy. 

In greater or lesser degree, every man yields himself to 
one or the other of those forces. The degree to which he 
yields may be affected by his selfishness, his ignorance, 
his thoughtlessness. But he does yield. And whatever 
the motive that determines him, he does turn his face, when 
the heat of social controversy arises, in one or the other of 
those directions—either in the direction of which the logical 
goal is perfect equality of legal rights, of political power, and 
of economic opportunity, or else in the opposite direction, 
of which the logical goal is obligarchy if not absolute 
monarchy. The ultimatum of democratic principle is 
government of the people by and for the people; the ulti-
matum of the opposite piinciple, whether we call this prin-
ciple despotism or by some smoother name, is government of 
the people by and for a few or may be only one of the people. 

When these two principles clash, as they do clash when-
ever and wherever common rights and private interests 
conflict, they generate burning questions. These questions 
vary in form with time, place and circumstances, and are 
numerous accordingly. But they are burning questions only 
because and to the extent that they are battle guages in the 
perennial war of despotism upon democracy. In this sense, 
therefore, there is but one burning issue. 

And the war of despotism upon democracy, let me close 
by saying, is at its heart the same war on a larger scale that 
is fought out to the end of his life in every man's breast, 
between his own selfish instincts of lust and pride, and his 
own sense of brotherly justice. His selfish lust and pride 
are the germs in him of that despotic spirit which in the 
wider field of human society is manifested in schemes for 
political conquest, for ecclesiastical dominion, for economic 
privilege. His sense of justice, on the other hand, is the 
germ in him of that spirit of democracy which is set forth as 
the vital principle of our patriotism in the Declaration of 
Indepefidence and of our religion in the Golden Rule. 
Though the despotic spirit might possibly conquer the 
whole world, it is the democratic spirit alone that can make 
the whole world kin.—The'Public, April 21st. 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D N O T E S . 
[Al l o o m m u n i o a t i o n s r e s p e c t i n g this c o l u m n shou ld be sen t to t h e 

G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y , E n g l i s h L e a g u e for the T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Va lues , 376 a n d 377 S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C . ] 

The current financial year will close on the last day of 
the present month (June 30th), and the accounts for 
1905-06 will then be made up and audited. The year has 
been a very busy, a very fruitful, and a very expensive one. 
It is much to be desired that the costs to which the League 
was put, before, during, and since the General Election, 
by the special work of the pis t six or seven months, should 
be paid up, if possible, before the 30th inst. In spite of 
special help generously given by a few of the members, 
there is still a heavy deficit to be got rid of. Members will 
greatly help the hon. treasurer if they will be good enough 
to respond promptly to the annual request for the renewal 
of subscriptions, and if they will endeavour, with the sub-
scription, to send the name and contribution of at leas; one 
new member, or an order for literature for sale or dis-
tribution. Donations for the special purpose alluded to 
above will be very welcome. 

• » * 
The Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the League will be 

held on Wednesday, July 18th, in the Hall of Clifford's 
Inn, next 187 Fleet Street, at 8 o'clock. Full particulars 
will be given next month. In the meantime, members are 
asked to make a note of the date. 

' » » » 

During the past few weeks several very welcome visitors 
have been received at the League office. Mr. Max Hirsch 
is now on his way back to Victoria and Mr. George Fowlds 
to New Zealand. But another representative of the 
Australasian movement, Mr. P. J. Firth, President of the 
Darlington Single Tax League, New South Wales, has 
lately arrived. From the States, Mr. W. Lloyd Garrison, 
always sure of an enthusiastic welcome from his many 
English friends, has paid his first visit to the London office. 
Mr. Max Popper, of San Francisco—whose name will be 
known to readers of the "L i f e " of Henry George (see chap, 
ix.)—has brought many reminiscences of his old friend in 
the early Californian days, and also news of the present 
safety of Mr. Joseph Leggett. T h e officers of the League 
have also much enjoyed a long interview with Mr. J. W. 
Sullivan, of New York, now on a mission of enquiry on 
Public Ownership and Operation for the National Civic 
Federation. 

* * •» 

Some years ago the Secretary of the League contributed 
a series of articles on the Bible and the Land Question to 
the London Echo. These articles were frequency used, 
afterwards, as the ba^is of Sunday morning lessons at 
" Adult Schools." A year or two ago a Danish writer gave 
the substance of them in translation to his countrymen. 
The writer has just learnt that they are now likely to appear 
in a Norwegian magazine, and that some use will be made 
of them in a forthcoming book by a well-known Norwegian 
author. 

* * + 

Mr. Skirrow reports a good sale of literature among the 
delegates to the Annual Meeting of the Yorkshire Liberal 
Federation. Mr. J. H. Whitley, M.P., President of the 
English League, was re-elected chairman of the Federation, 
and Mr. C. H. Smithson, of Halifax, hon. secretary. Mr. 
C. P. Trevelyan, M.P. , in moving an important resolution on 
the L i n d Question, made a very outspoken speech, of 
which a special report appears in another column. 

» » » 

Mr. W. R. Lester and the General Secretary of the League 
sp ike at the very successful meetings of the Ramsey Allot-
ment Holders, called by the National Right-to Work Com-
mittee on Saturday, April 28th. Two other members of 
the League's Executive were present at the meetings and 
stayed over the week-end in order to inspect the allotments 
and gain further information. 

T h e York League for the Taxation of Land Values—a 
local organisation which has recently grown out of Mr. 
Skirrow's splendid work in the Yorkshire district—now 
numbers about 30 members. Mr. C. W. Sorensen, of West 
Huntington, York, will be glad to add to the local list the 
names of any other friends of the movement who live in the 
city of York. 

» » * 

T h e Hemel Hemstead Gazette of May 12th gives a very 
full report of a " deba te" on the taxation of land values, 
which took place at the quarterly meeting of the local Town 
Council. T h e Council must be a queer body, and Councillor 
Hebert must have required a good deal of courage to bring 
the matter before them. H e moved " T h a t the common 
seal of the Corporation be affixed to the copy of the petition 
in support of the movement to procure legislation for the 
separate assessment and rating of land values." The 
reading of the resolution was "received with laughter." 
Councillor Hebert, in moving the resolution, was inter-
rupted in the most extraordinary way by the Mayor, and was 
informed that the Clerk " did not think that it was within 
the range of practical politics." Not to be outdone by these 
two sapient officials, Alderman Thompson spoke at some 
length without even attempting to answer Mr. Hebert , and 
sat down, apparently in great dudgeon, because he was not 
permitted without challenge to discuss a totally different 
subject. H e then expressed the opinion that it was " de-
grading " to the Council to hold such debates. Finally, the 
Council adopted Alderman Thompson's amendment (that 
the Council should wait until the subject had further de-
veloped) by a majority of eleven votes to eight, 

» • • 

Thanks are due to several members who have been 
especially helping the cause in the columns of the news-
papers; to Mr. E. Hatzfeld and Mr. J. C. Wedgwood, 
M.P., for their replies to the criticisms of " Fiat Justitia " in 
The Tribune ; to Mr. Arthur H . Weller for a lengthy cor-
respondence in the Co-operative News; and to Mr. Neil 
Mackenzie for a well-sustained anti-Protectionist controversy 
in a Hertfordshire paper. 

F R F . D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L. V. 

BOOKS. BOOKS. BOOKS. 
N E W B O O K S . 

" T h e N e w H o u s e o f C o m m o n s , " 
" Pall Mal l" Extra, with Portraits and Biographical 
Notices. 1 / . Per Post, 1 / 3 . 

T h e R a t i n g o f L a n d V a l u e s : 
Notes upon the Proposals to Levy Rates in respect of 
Site Values. By A R T H U R W I L S O N Fox. 

3 / 6 . Post free, 3 / 9 . 

J O H N S M I T H & S O N , 
19 RENFIELD STREET, and 
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Good News from New Zealand. 
T h e A u c k l a n d L i b e r a t o r g ives n e w s every m o n t h of the p rogress 

of L a n d R c f o i m in N e w Z e a l a n d . N o R e f o r m e r should lie wi thou t 
it. T a x a t i o n of I-and Va lues con t i nues to lie a d o p t e d by Dis t r ic t s > 
in all pa r t s of t h e C o l o n y . 

S e n d 1 / e to F . M. K I N G , A L ' K R T STREET, AUCKLAND, N a w 
ZEALAND, and receive th i s b r g h t l i t t le P a p e r , Pos t F r e e , fo r 
o n e year . 
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P A R L I A M E N T A R Y D E B A T E S . 

RURAL HOUSING. 
(House of Commons, April 27th). 

Speaking in the debate on the Rural Housing Bill 
Mr. W E D G W O O D (Newcastle-under Lyme) asked that if 
there was any charge on the rates for building these 
houses, that charge should be put on to a special 
rate to be based on the unimproved value of the 
land in that district or parish. The landlord got the 
benefit of these buildings because, if these houses were put 
up so as to provide cheaper houses for the labouring classes, 
the labouring classes would receive a lower wage, of which 
the landlord ultimately got the benefit. Secondly, supposing 
one could double the number of houses in any particular 
parish it was obvious that the value of the land would 
immediately go up. Because, if the number of the houses 
and the population were doubled, although they might not 
double the value of the land, the value of the land would 
certainly be improved. As the value of the land was im-
proved the State might come in under this Bill and recoup 
itself by the means he had suggested. The State could not 
recover for itself the benefit conferred by its expenditure 
until it was able to tax land values. They could not hope 
to get anything but a temporary palliative for this permanent 
evil so long as the State allowed others to reap the benefit 
of its efforts. 

RATING OF MACHINERY BILL. 
(House of Commons, May 4th). 

Mr. J. D. W H I T E (Dumbartonshire) said he suppoited 
this Bill because it was a small and practical step in the 
right direction. It was a moderate measure, the funda-
mental principle of which was to exempt machinery which 
was not fixed and machinery which was only temporarily 
fixed. The hon. member who moved the rejection of the 
Bill professed to be unable to see the distinction between 
the machinery which was not fixed and machinery which 
was. The distinction was an arbitrary distinction, but it 
was a distinction that was made by this House, and in the 
Scotch Rating Act, passed four years ago, that very dis-
tinction had been put in. The promoters of this Bill desired 
to have in England the advantage already possessed in 
Scotland. It was almost a pity that the Bill did not go 
further, for he should like to see all the rating and taxing of 
machinery abolished. Machinery played a more and more 
important part in modern production, and they should en-
courage its use in every way, instead of penalizing it. The 
hon. member for the Wansbeck Division had argued that if 
machinery was exempted from rating, rates would be put 
upon the houses of the working classes. He could not 
agree with the hon. member in that. He was opposed not 
only to the rating of machinery, but to the rating of factory 
buildings and industrial buildings of every kind, including 
crofters' cottages in Scotland and labourers' cottages in 
Ireland, and even to the hut tax in Natal. He quite agreed 
with the criticism made by the noble Lord (the member for 
the Horncastle Division) that if they did this for certain 
industrial undertakings they should do it for all. He would 
like to apply the same principle to agriculture, and to ex-
empt from rating farm buildings, haysheds, and other 
agricultural improvements of all kinds. He quite agreed 
that if they exempted all these things from rating they would 
have to find other things to rate. He was one of those 
who for many years past had advocated the fundamental 
reform of our taxation so as to base the whole taxation of 
landed property upon the market value of the land, and to 
leave all buildings and other improvements tax free. Though 
he would continue to advocate that great reform, he was 
content to take this instalment now, and he would therefore 
support the Bill. 

The Government Plan. 
Mr. R U N C I M A N (Secretary to the Local Government 

Board) suggested that the best way of dealing with the 

question would be to bring other, and to a large extent 
exempted, classes of property under rating—that, in fact, 
before proceeding to transfer burdens from one set of 
persons to another, we should see how far we could embark 
on a system of monopoly rating. The Government had 
already stated that they intended to deal with the rating of 
land values, and hoped they would be able to introduce a 
Valuation Bill next session. In this way they would do 
something towards removing the burden from the great 
machinery users to great monopoly holders. (Hear, hear.) 

Finance Bill, House of Commons, May 16th. 
Mr. T K E V E L Y A N (Yoiks, Elland), said this Budget was a 

modest prologue, many of them hoped, to a very consider-
able drama. The success or failure of that Parliament 
would turn on its Budgets, and therefore the attitude of 
mind of the Chancellor of the Exchequer was of supreme 
importance. But the two main duties that Parliament had 
to fulfil were to make the position of free trade impregnable, 
and to accomplish great social reforms, and for both of 
these economy was not the last word. Unless they opened 
new sources of taxation in the life of that Parliament, the 
Protectionists might get their opportunity. They should 
hope for the beginning of some scheme of old-age pensions 
and many other things, such as the payment of members, 
which would drain the resources of the Exchequer. There-
fore they wanted a new system of taxation which was capable 
of indefinite expansion. Some 10,000,000 was now given 
as subventions in aid of local ratepayers, and that tendency 
was liable to increase. It would be increasingly difficult 
for the Chancellor of the Exchequer to meet these demands 
for the relief of local rates by reductions. Many of them, 
therefore, looked to land value taxation as a means of 
making our fiscal system impregnable against the assaults 
of Protection. The Chancellor of the Exchequer might 
make for himself a reputation by breaking the land mono-
poly and placing the local taxation no longer on the indus-
tries, but on the land values of the country. 

Mr. C H A M B K R L A I N — I regret that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer should have left the House while his hon. 
friend behind him was giving him his instructions— 
(laughter)—rather than suggestions, as to what he should 
do in the future, in the next Budget he brings before us. 
The hon. gentleman went on to tell the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer his business, and also to present him with a 
mandate. That mandate was to make free trade impreg-
nable. The hon. gentleman has perceived, what some of us 
perceived a long while ago, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer will always want a great deal of money if he is 
to carry out the many mandates of his party, and, knowing 
that the money cannot be obtained without an extension of 
the basis of taxation, he offers as an alternative a policy of 
confiscation, for it is nothing else. He seems to think, 
however, that unless local authorities are controlled, their 
expenditure will be so large that they will be obliged to 
come to the Chancellor of the Exchequer for assistance, and 
to that extent encroach upon the money that would other-
wise be available for social reforms; and he urges, there-
fore, that some form of direct taxation, such as land values, 
should be immediately undertaken. Land values may pos-
sibly be a proper subject for taxation. (Ministerial cheers.) 
I say "may be." That is a point that I am not arguing at 
the present moment. But one thing I do say—they are not 
a subject for confiscation. (Cheers.) When Mr. George 
wrote his interesting book, which made so great a sensation 
some years ago, he advocated that the taxation of land 
values was to go on until the value was taxed out of 
existence. That is confiscation. (Cheers.) If it could be 
carried out, though it would bring many evils in its train, it 
is just possible that it would raise a sufficient amount of 
money to carry out the objects which the hon. gentleman 
opposite has in view. But, on the other hand, if it is only 
to be brought in as another item of direct taxation, and if 
the taxation is to be moderate in amount, it will prove a 
barren source of revenue indeed. At any rate, it will not 
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give anything like the amount of money talked of as neces-
sary to carry out the schemes of social reform. 

"A NEW LIBERAL FISCAL POLICY." 
( Specially reported for " Land Values." 

At the second annual meeting of the General Council of 
the Yorkshire Liberal Federation, held at Harrogate, on 
Friday, May 18, Mr. C. P. Trevelyan, M P. for Elland, 
moved :— 

" That a revision and readjustment of the whole 
system of National Taxation and Local Rating-
is urgently needed in both Urban and Rural 
Areas; that a universal valuation of Land 
Values, apart from improvements, is the first 
necessary step towards the desired Reform; 
that a National Tax on Land Values should 
form the fund by means of which indirect 
Customs Duties may be reduced and the cost 
of National services may be taken off Local 
Rates; and that a Local Rate on Land Values 
should provide the means for relieving from 
assessment for Local Rates unexhausted im-
provements which are the product of the ex-
penditure of Labour and Capital by Landlord 
or Tenant. 

"That His Majesty's Government be strongly 
urged to carry through a Reform on these 
lines with the least possible delay; and that 
copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, and the President of the Local Govern-
ment Board." 

Mr. Trevelyan said the resolution he recommended out-
lined a new Liberal fiscal policy, which was in every respect 
the converse of the protectionist policy of the Conservative 
party, and on the general adoption of which the ultimate 
victory of free trade depended. It was a proposal to relieve 
local rates, to relieve industry, to relieve the food of the 
people by placing a great part of, and ultimately all our 
local taxation upon the land values of Great Britain. Local 
rates were a huge tax upon industry. Six, eight, and ten 
shillings in the pound was paid on every place in which 
industry was carried on, according to the rates of each dis-
trict. The rates were levied directly on the houses in which 
people lived, on the mills in which people worked, and the 
natural result was that people were overcrowded and their 
industries were throttled. 

Pointing out the evils of the sugar tax, the income tax, 
and the evil that followed from the reduction of the spend-
ing power of the people by these taxes, he said that most 
of these bad taxes could be swept away if we did not give 
out of our national revenue ^10,000,000 a year in aid of 
local rates. The evil was not in the expenditure of local 
rates, but in the way we levied them. Alluding to the 
slackness of the building trade, he said he could not help 
thinking it was due to the fact that we taxed every house 
that was built, in some cases 10/ in the pound. This was 
as wicked a tax as the old Corn Laws, and was the essential 
reason of the overcrowding of our cities. This was precisely 
the case, too, in regard to agriculture. Our present system 
penalised the farmer for farming well. It was the landowner 
who got off cheap. The more they thought of it, the more 
they realised that all economic progress in this country 
hung upon tw« things :—Obtaining land easily and cheaply 
for the men who want it, and taxing the man who won't 
allow his land to be used as it ought to be used ; and, 
secondly, freeing all kinds of industries and improvements 
from the enormous burdens which now fall upon them. 

Taking the case of London as an instance, Mr. Trevelyan 
said that, comparing the Elizabethan with the Victorian era, 
the value of houses had not greatly differed, nor had the 

wages of the workers greatly altered. But the striking fact 
was that there had been an enormous increase in the ground 
values of London. Yet, with that before us, we continued 
to tax food, to tax houses, and left untapped this great 
source of revenue created, not by the men who owned the 
land, but by the industry of all the people. 

THE ETHICS OF TAXATION. 

Notes of a Paper by Mr. A L E X A N D E R M A C K E N D R I C K , read 
to the Glasgow Progressive Club, May 3rd. 

Among the many educative results flowing from the long 
and arduous campaign in which we have been engaged, one 
may note that the idea of taxation is being gradually lifted 
to a higher plane, and is now beginning to take its place as 
a first principle in social ethics. 

Adam Smith's theory of "ability to pay" stood for a 
long time as a sufficiently sound one, until it was perceived, 
as ought to have been so obvious, that this principle is little 
better than that of the highway robber, who selects the rich 
man for his victim, and considerately leaves the slender 
purse of the poor man unmolested; and that it is to sap at 
its roots the springs of industry, punishing a man for rising 
early and working late, and for exercising those activities 
which make him a useful citizen. 

" A n equality of sacrifice" is another principle around 
which the minds of economists and politicians have played 
in their efforts to find some intelligible and equitable prin-
ciple upon which to provide society with an income. The 
difficulty, however, or rather the obvious absurdity of trying 
to effect an equality of sacrifice between the receiver of a 
large income which comes to him without labour, and the 
receiver of a small income which reaches him in response to 
toilsome effort, have not been unfelt by the economists 
themselves. 

Governments in their attempts to provide society with an 
income for its social needs, upon these principles, have 
been driven to the most undignified expedients. Not long 
ago they taxed us for having windows, and only the mani-
fest absurdity and unwholesomeness of that impost caused 
its abolition. Now they tax us for keeping a dog. If we 
are wealthy enough to drive a carriage, we must pay for 
permission to do so. If family pride suggests a coat of-
arms on our notepaper, we must pay a tax for that privilege. 
If you buy a house or enter upon a business partnership, a 
5s. or 1 os. stamp is required, that so the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer may have his picking out of the transaction. 
The number of articles which have been suggested as fit 
subjects for taxation it would be almost cruel to harassed 
Governments to mention, including, as they do, wigs, artifi-
cial teeth, bicycles, bachelors, and a host of other articles 
and conditions of luxury. 

And the British taxpayer grumbles—and pays. The tax-
collector is the least loved of all his fellow citizens. To 
cheat him is not considered a serious disqualification for 
membership in the kingdom of the pure in heart. His 
importunities are regarded like the bad weather, evils which 
are to be dodged and avoided as adroitly as possible. 

Now, do not the muttered grumblings of the highly 
moral British taxpayer, and the futile efforts of Govern-
ments to find a basis for taxation which shall satisfy the 
innate sense of justice in the breast of this moral person, 
suggest the thought that society is seeking its income from 
an entirely wrong source? Is the moral taxpayer's indigna-
tion not a just one? Is it not founded upon an instinctive 
perception of a truth, i.e., that society ought to have an 
income of its own, and ought not to be under the necessity 
of filching away his purely private earnings? 

Let us picture to ourselves a solitary settler squatting 
upon a fertile prairie of practically unlimited extent. 
Imagine him to be the handiest and most capable of men. 
Endow him if you like with all the resourcefulness of the 
typical Scot. He builds a house for himself of a kind, and 
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constructs something like a barn or stable for his horse. 
With the utmost expenditure of energy and ingenuity the 
living he wrests from the storehouse of nature will be of the 
most meagre description, and the value of his life, measured 
in leisure and intellectuality, will be almost at zero. But 
now imagine six such men to have settled together, and to 
have agreed to help one another as men instinctively do 
under such circumstances. They build six houses in less 
time than the single man had taken to construct one, and of 
a much better quality. One man has been trained as a 
carpenter, and agrees to do all the joiner work; another 
has been educated in veterinary surgery, and undertakes 
the care of the horses; a third takes upon himself the 
ploughing for the whole community, while a fourth acts as 
blacksmith, and so on. To this little community a new 
form of wealth has come into existence which is not the 
result of any one man's labours, because, as we have seerr, 
the living with which Mother Nature rewarded the unaided 
efforts of the single man was of the barest quality. The 
increased measure of wealth is purely the result of the sub-
division of labour and combination of effort, and already 
one may see that each member of this small community 
derives his wealth or well-being from two distinct sources, 
one part coming to him as the result of his own individual 
effort, the other and by far the larger part reaching him as 
his share of that socially-created wealth which is entirely the 
outcome of combination and sub-division of labour. 

If we follow the progress of this community by that use 
of the imagination which scientific methods have established 
as legitimate, until it numbers say ten thousand members, 
we shall see that two phenomena simultaneously appear. 

First, society will have begun to feel its need of an 
income. It must make roads or streets for inter-communi-
cation. It must provide public lighting and a system of 
sanitation. It must institute a system of police and other 
machinery for preserving law and order. It must do many 
things which no individual member of the community can 
do for himself. 

The second phenomenon which will have emerged into 
existence will be that rent will have become possible. When 
new settlers appear on the scene, two alternatives will be 
offered them—either to settle at the outskirts where land 
can be got for nothing, or to come within the settled area 
where the privileges of communal life may be enjoyed, and 
to pay for those privileges by handing over part of his 
product to the original settler who has made room for him ; 
and the amount he will be required to pay at any point 
within the settled area will be exactly proportional to the 
difference between the advantage of living within the com-
munity and the disadvantage of living outside of it. If we 
represent the bare living which can be obtained outside 
upon free land which nobody else wants by the figure ten, 
and the more profitable living which can be enjoyed at the 
centre by the figure fifty, the rent the new settler must pay 
at the centre will be fortv, and that rent will graduate down-
wards to zero from the centre to the circumference—that is 
to say that the man at the centre enjoys a measure of 
wealth represented by the figure 50, of which 10 is the 
result of his own individual effort, and 40 is the socially 
created wealth resulting from sub-division and combination 
of effort; and each less favourably situated member of the 
community similarly enjoys a prosperity to which his own 
effort contributes 10 and society contributes something 
more or less according to the advantage of his location. 

Now when society finds itself in want of an income it may 
be asked in social ethics, from what source should society 
draw its income ? Should it obtain it from the fund which 
represents each man's individual effort, or from that socially 
created fund which finds its expression in land values? 
Surely abstract equity can return but one answer to this 
question—it., that as society by its combined effort has 
created this wealth which is represented by the monopoly 
value of favourable situations and corner lots, that that fund 
alone should bear the expense of purely social expenditure. 

_ man at the outside margin tilling land which nobody 
else wants, and upon which society has not yet conferred 
any selling or letting value, should pay nothing towards 
society's income. The man at the centre using land which 
yields a living represented by the figure 50, but of which he 
may be paying back 40 to the original owner, should pay 
nothing either. Clearly equity demands that the owners of 
those sites upon which society by its corporate effort has 
conferred a value, should provide society with its income in 
proportion to the value conferred. Obviously it makes no 
difference if we think of the original settler at the centre as 
still occupying his own land. In that case he exists in the 
double capacity of tenant and landlord. As a tenant earn-
ing his own living he should go free ; as a landlord enjoying 
a monopoly value created by social effort and social demand 
he should contribute to society's income. 

It remains, of course, to say, that the picture is incom-
plete as a representation of society as we know it. In old 
countries the free land has long ago been seized and mono-
polised—the guarantee of a minimum living which Nature 
would have provided is thus removed, and new settlers or 
new generations are driven inwards to the centres there to 
compete with one another for leave to toil, and actually 
forcing rent values to rise higher than they would naturally 
have risen. 

The taxation of land values would cure two evils. I t 
would restore to society its rightful income which it has 
itself brought into existence, and it would open up the 
opportunities for self-employment which are now kept closed. 
It is the only form of taxation which is ethical. 

A N ILLUSTRATION OF THE FACTS IN 
THE WEST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE. 

Within the town of Bradford there are estates belonging 
to the Earl of Rosse, Sir Francis Sharp Powell, M. P., the 
trustees of William Pollard, and the trustees of J. A. Jowett. 
The value of these estates cannot be less than .£2,000,000, 
yet the rates paid on them are no more than £ 8 0 0 . To 
take one instance, Lord Rosse has in Heaton and Shipley 
an estate of 1800 acres, ripe for building, and worth, accord-
ing to the price demanded when any part is wanted for 
municipal purposes, ,£780,000. The rates on this are 
£ 1 8 9 per annum; the rates, if it were mill or house pro-
perty, i.e., if it were rated at the price at which it is sold 
would be £4012 . When instances like this are adduced 
it is indeed difficult to understand why land should not be 
treated like Consols and taxed according to its value. Also, 
it is obvious that the cost of production and the cost of 
living are both enhanced by this concession to the land-
holder. 

As for the popularity of the scheme, I might, perhaps, say 
this : During the general election I spoke sixty-nine times, 
chiefly in the West Riding of Yorkshire. No doubt the 
education question had left a deep undercurrent of resent-
ment, no doubt the. people had quietly made up their minds 
against food taxes and Chinese slavery, but the question in 
which audiences were really interested was " Unemployment, 
and how it can be solved by a reform of the land laws." 
Beyond all doubt we have a mandate to deal strongly with 
the landholders and to remove both the fiscal anomalies and 
also the system under which such men as the Duke of 
Sutherland and the Duke of Northumberland hold excessive 
amounts of land. 

I have been careful to speak of landholders and not land-
owners. The only landowner in this country is the Crown 
or people ; the freeholders hold in return for various services 
which they have in course of time managed to ignore. These 
we may very well reimpose, and as a beginning should throw 
uuon them the entire cost of maintaining the Army and 
Nivy — (Rev.) G . H. G O D W I N , The University, Durham, in 
The Tribune 4th M->y. 
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R e c e i p t o f a F r e e C o p y of LAND VALUES 

i s a n i n v i t a t i o n t o b e c o m e a S u b s c r i b e r . 

As we go to press, we have word of a grea t speech, " A 
Statement of Policy," by the Premier of West Australia, 
Mr. Newton J. Moore, delivered a t Bunbury, May 22nd. 
" The first measure (the Prime Minister said) of import-
ance in the direction of taxation, tha t will be necessary, 
and which we propose to introduce, is a tax on 
unimproved land values. The proposed tax has for Its 
objects—firstly, the raising of additional revenue, and, 
secondly, the breaking up of large unimproved estates." • • • 

Mr. Balfour, the late Prime Minister, told the members 
of the St. Stephen's Club last month that "the great mass of 
the electorate knew nothing of what the Unionist Govern-
ment had done, that if Manchester had the opportunity it 
would reverse its verdict, and that the present Government 
would give ocular demonstration of what a radical Govern-
ment meant." What will the rejected of Manchester not say 
when the alternative policy to protection is presented to the 
House by this Radical Government ? The people of Man-
chester and the City Council have already spoken on the 
subject in no uncertain manner. 

* * * 

L A N D V A L U E T A X A T I O N S H O U L D HAVE BEEN F I R S T . — 
Speaking at Cinderford, in the Forest of Dean, on Thursday, 
June 7th, Sir Charles Dilke said :— 

" Whatever might be their conflict with the House of 
Lords, the Finance Bill would be outside the ken of 
the Upper House. For his own part he regretted that 
the Government had found themselves unable to deal 
with the question of ground values in the first Session 
of the new Parliament when these proposals must have 
passed. The complexity of the question had prevented 
legislation in the present year, and this pointed to the 
probability that the great Budget which they could not 
but expect next year must proceed upon other lines."— 
Daily News, 7/6/06. 

• * • 

Needless to say we sincerely trust that Sir Charles 
Dilke's prophecy will not be fulfilled. Nor can it be if the 
Prime Minister and his colleagues remain true to their oft-
expressed convictions, and the body of Liberal members to 
their election pledges. 

• • • 

At the National Co-Operative Conference held at Birming-
ham, 5th June, Mr. H. R. Aldridge moved a resolution in 
favour of " new building areas with gardens to each house, 
with ample breathing space and playing fields, and express-
ing the hope that co-operators will use their opportunities of 
influence and capital to secure this end." 

In the course of the discussion, Mr. Maxwell, Glasgow, 
said the greatest curse of Scotland was its land laws. They 
could do nothing in the direction of housing reform as long 
as they retained the present land laws and allowed landlords 
to place on the land, values which had been created by the 
workpeople themselves. 

Mr. Maddison, M.P., hoped they would not wait for 
housing reform until they got a thorough and radical reform 
of the land laws. There was no worse institution in the 

world to wait for than Parliament. The man who attempted 
to solve the housing problem with the laws we had now was 
doing the most to get the land laws reformed. 

The resolution was carried. 
• • • 

At the Conference held at Paisley last year, the co-
operators were more emphatic on the land and housing 
questions. Then the following resolution was carried :— 

"Tha t this Congress declares itself in favour of the 
taxation of all land (whether occupied or unoccupied) 
according to its value as an article for sale, and urges 
upon Parliament the necessity for legislation having 
this object in view, believing that such taxation is 
reasonable and equitable, and would confer great 
benefit on the community, inasmuch as it would lead 
to (a) the opening up of land for use to its fullest extent, 
and would thus facilitate the practical settlement of the 
housing question ; (6) the improvement of buildings in 
towns; (c) the solution of the unemployed question by 
attracting labour back to the land ; and (d) would tend 
to relieve and equalise the burden of local rates." 

Mr. Maddison strongly supported this resolution, remark-
ing in the course of his speech that: A man could own land 
in the midst of it and absolutely refuse to sell it at any 
reasonable price—waiting for the blood tax, and saying, 
" No, you are not prosperous enough ; wait until the town 
becomes richer, and then I will sell my land." 

• • • 

The Middleton Guardian, May 12th, reports that at a 
Conference of 350 delegates from Socialist and Labour 
organisations in Lancashire and Yorkshire held at Mirfield, 
on Saturday, 5th May, Mr. Keir Hardie supported a 
resolution in favour of feeding the children, old age pensions, 
State work for the unemployed, and that as originally 
drafted the resolution also included the taxation of land 
values, but on the suggestion of Mr. Hardie the words " land 
values" were deleted and "unearned incomes" substituted, 
whereupon the resolution was unanimously passed. 

» • • 

Mr. Hardie professes to be very angry in Scotland with 
anyone who dares to say that he is against the taxation of 
land values. What has he to say to this account of his 
support of the question ? 

• • « 

Mr. Fred. Skirrow, our indefatigable secretary and agent 
in the Midlands, is busy addressing open-air meetings five 
nights in the week, and circulating literature of the kind that 
tells for progress on the land question. A good report of 
the first meeting at Huddersfield appeared in the local 
newspapers. 

• • • 

The British newspapers are crediting President Roosevelt 
of the U.S. with the intention of preventing any more land 
having coal or petroleum deposits from passing out of the 
hands of the Government! It appears that there are still in 
the United States 40,000,000 acres of public domain which 
is known to contain such products, and Mr. Roosevelt's 
plan is to permit corporations or individuals to lease the coal 
and oil lands under conditions advantageous to the country 
in general. 

• « • 

We have to deplore the fact that none of the newspapers, 
possessing so much knowledge on the right solution of the 
land question, suggested the taxation of land values as the 
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fairest means of settling the difficulty. If land values were 
taken for public purposes, all land would be out on lease 
" under conditions advantageous to the country in general," 
and to the lasting benefit of all the people. 

• • « 

Mr. Seddon, Premier of New Zealand, died suddenly at 
sea, June 10th. His popularity in the Colony was largely 
due to the freer economic conditions prevailing there now 
for so many years, which was undoubtedly brought about 
by the taxation of land values. Mr. Seddon publicly sup-
ported this policy, and was returned at succeeding elections 
as a pioneer of progressive politics. 

• * * 
A 35s. A W E E K B U D G E T . — " I work in a printing office," 

said the man, " for 35s. a week. I could tell you where 
every shilling of it goes, and you'd agree with me it would 
be a pretty hard job to save out of it." A little pressure 
elicited the following details of the budget of a working-
class family consisting of husband, wife, and two children :— 

s. D. 
Rent , including rates, . . . 1 0 0 
Travelling, 1 6 
Butcher, 2 6 
Milkman, . . . . . . . . . 2 o 
Baker , 3 o 
Grocer, 5 o 
Fire and l igh t , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 o 
Clothes and boots, . . . . . . 3 6 
Man's pocket-money 2 o 
Sick club and insurance 2 o 
Chemist , household repairs, &c., I 6 

" I think," said the man, who furnished the figures, " it 
would take Mr. Carnegie all his time to show where I'm 
going to make a ' competence ' out of that."— The Tribune, 
3i/5/o6. 

* • • 

An English correspondent suggests for Land Values 
a series of articles dealing with the Land Question 
and the Bible. T h e Secretary of the English League, Mr. 
Fred Verinder, wrote an instructive magazine article on the 
subject some years ago, which we think would bs very suit-
able and well worth re-producing. 

# • * 

The Warrington Guardian, 26/5/06, devoted a column 
to reports of two meetings addressed at Warrington by Mr. 
W. R. Lester and Mr. Ockel. In the course of his speech 
Mr. Lester put the case that the result of a tax on land 
values would be (1) to lower ren ts ; (2) to increase wages, 
because a new demand for labour would spring up ; and (3) to 
lower rates, because they would be bringing under contribu-
tion all the existing sites that did not contribute at present. 

* • • 
We have received a copy of the Journal for Ratepayers 

of Belfast (address, 75 High Street, Belfast), issued monthly. 

Annual subscription, 2s. 6d. The Journal prints in full 
the explanatory leaflet issued by the Scottish League on the 
"Taxation of Land Values." 

* * * 

Progress, the monthly journal of the Single Tax Move-
ment of Victoria, S.A., reports Mr. MaxHirsch much better 
in health as the result of his trip to the old country. Max 
Hirsch's friends and co-workers here will be glad of this 
news. We congratulate the Australian movement in having 
in the author of " Democracy versus Socialism," so able and 
well-informed a leader in the fight they are making. * » * 

The Yorkshire Evening News of June 9th and n t h , con-
tained two stirring articles by Mr. Charles Trevelyan, M.P., 
on " Land Taxation and the Use of Land ," taken from 
his recent pamphlet on the same question, which we are 
glad to say is still selling steadily. Copies from these 
offices, r id . , post free. 

• * • 

The Westminster Review for June gives the first place to 
a timely article by Lewis H . Berens on "Sweating and 
Race Suicide: the Price of Privilege," in which special 
privileges, more especially the privileges attached to the un-
restricted control of Nature, of land, are shown to be the 
true and direct cause of these direful social ills so often 
attributed to " cheapness" or to "competi t ion." 

• • • 

In the June number of the Independent Review we notice 
two articles which will be of special interest to our readers, 
the one on "Scotland's Political Aspirations," by J. W. 
Gulland, M.P., and the other on " A West Indian Ireland," 
by Arnold Eiloart. 

Mr. Gulland's general views are soundly democratic, and 
at the close of his article he vigorously voices a widespread 
sentiment in favour of " Home Rule all r o u n d " for all local 
purposes, with an Imperial Parliament devoting itself ex-
clusively to Imperial affairs. His views on //k question — 
the Land Question—may be gathered from the following 
suggestive passage:— 

" T h e Scottish people have never been revolutionary, 
and they are not likely to become so now. But they are 
beginning to realise that the land is an original national 
inheritance, and to demand that its private appropria-
tion must not longer be permitted to interfere with the 
general good." 

In " A West Indian Ireland," Mr. Eiloart graphically 
describes the present state of affairs in the Island of Bar-
badoes, and, though he himself is apparently unaware of the 
fact, convincingly shows that there, as elsewhere, the un-
restricted control of the few of the land is the direct cause 
of the extravagant and partial misgovernment of that fertile 
island, and the deplorable condition of the vast majority of 
its inhabitants of every shade of colour. 

. . T H E T Y P E W R I T E R O E B E A U T I F U L W O R K . . . 

THE LIUHT-RUNNINO YOST 
TYPEWRITER. 

Has no Ribbon. 
Its types strike direct from Ink pad on to the paper, thus giving beautifully clear outlines. MADE OF THE BEST 

ILLUSTKATHD liOOKLBT POST FREE. MATERIALS ONLY. 

THE YOST TYPEWRITER CO., Ltd., H e a d Off ice . 50. Ho lbo rn V i a d u c t , L o n d o n , E .C . 
Headquarters for Scotland: 127, HOPE STREET, GLASGOW. Branches In all Large Towns 



July, 1906. Land Values. 
23 

N A T I V E S A N D T H E L A N D I N 
S O U T H A F R I C A . 

Hv J A M E S D U N D A S W H I T E , L L . D . , M . P . 

The Report of the South African Native Affairs Commis-
sion, 1903-1905 (Cd. 2399, 1905) isan instructive document. 
I have to thank Mr. P. A. Molteno, M.P., for introducing 
me to it. It shows that the principal reason why the South 
African Natives will not work for low wages is that they can 
win a better livelihood from the land. This is what Mr. 
John Paul has aptly termed " t h e Kaffir's alternative." The 
way to force the Kaffirs into the cheap labour market is to 
deprive them of that alternative; and this is the key to the 
policy of restricting the reserves and locations, of preventing 
the practice of squatting, of the hut tax, of the poll tax, and 
of all the other measures which hamper the Natives in their 
use of their own native land. 

Here are some of the material paragraphs of the Report 
with the more important passages printed in italics. After 
speaking of the native population—about one-half of the 
whole—who live on reserves, and the native population who 
occupy " either Crown lands or the lands of private owners 
upon payment of rent," the Commissioners say :— 

372. Both the above classes of Natives have had access to the 
land on terms which have enabled them to regard work for wages as 
a mere supplement to their means, and not as it is regarded in the 
older industr ial communi t ies , namely as the urgent condi t ion under 
which the major i ty of mank ind earn their daily bread. 

37J. The t/uory that the South African Natives are hopelessly 
indolent may be dismissed as being not in accordantt with the facts. 
Even_ the simple wants of the Nat ive popula t ion cannot be 
supplied without some degree of exer t ion. T h e popula t ion of 
4,652,662 has to derive its sustenance f rom a soil which is not 
everywhere fertile, and the Nat ive agriculturist has to contend 
with the same drawbacks of d rought and pesti lence that beset the 
European f i rmer . T h e labour of tilling the soil, weeding, and 
reaping, is shared, but is by no means exclusively per formed, by 
the Nat ive w o m e n ; and the representa t ion of the Nat ive living at 
his own village a lazy and luxurious life, supported by his wile or 
wives, is misleading. T h e Commission is not of opinion that 
polygamy has any considerable effect upon the Nat ive question in 
re larding the development of the Nat ive as a worker . 

374- T h e main reasons for the existence of the labour difficulties 
may be summarised as follows :— 

The Native populations have always been pastoral and 
agricultural. 

T h e rapid increase of Sou th African labour requirements , par-
ticularly dur ing the last quar ter of a century, has found 
them to a great ex tent unprepared to meet the new condi-
tions which surround them. 

The normal condition of Native life is that of a small cultivator 
and herdsman, and the circumstances of their history have 
••ever developed among them a class accustomed to, and 
dependent upon, continuous daily labour. 

The inexpensiveness of their living, the l imited na ture of their 
wants, and the compara t ive absence of incentive to labour . 

The terms on which they occupy the land. 

• 375' £iv,'n SUik a Poffaion, possessing easy access to the land 
•I joould have been extraordinary if the present situation had not 
followed on a very rapid g rowth of industrial requirements . 

In other words, " i t would have been extraordinary i f ' ' 
there had not been a difficulty in obtaining cheap labour 
where the people were used to agriculture and had access to 
the land. The fine phrase about the Natives being "un-
prepared to meet the new conditions" simply means that 
they are unprepared to work for their would be employers 
when they can do better for themselves in another wav 
Why not? 3 ' 

The Commissioners go on to consider various causes 
which have increased the unwillingness of the Native to 
work in the mines. They deprecate "compulsion" and 
also " indirect compulsion in the form of a labour tax," but 
they go on to say that 

381. . . . it would not only be legi t imate but wise and 
just to keep in view in all legislative and adminis t rat ive measures 
the creation of a condition of things which at least will not per-
petuate or aggravate the existing labour difficulty. It cannot but be 

an advantage to the Natives to be induced without compulsion to 
become more industrious. Economic pressure and the struggle for 
exis tence will be felt by many of then, at no very distant da te , ami 
such industrious people will be better lilted for such c o n d i t i o n s -
winch are even now arising. The formative influences which 
labour and •"dustry will bring to bear on the character of the 
Native himself will be most valuable. 

To appreciate the trend of these excellent sentiments we 
need only remember that " the existing labour difficulty" 
is the difficulty which the employers find in obtaining labour 
at a cheap rate, and that the principal way in which the 
Native is to be " induced without compulsion to become 
more industrious "—in working for wages—is to make it 
more difficult for him to get access to the soil. But why 
supplement the natural economic pressure referred to in the 
paragraph by an artificial economic pressure of this kind ? 
Is it not " industrious " to win one's living from the soil ? 
Why talk about " t h e formative influences on the character 
of the Native," when the main object is to force him into 
the labour market to work for a lower wage than he would 
otherwise take ? 

So far the Commission as a whole. The minority, how-
ever, go further. Here is what they say ;— 

413. T h e minori ty of the Commiss ion believes that to do away 
mth tree land to Natives would be lo s t r ike .it the root of much 
that is most unsat isfactory in Nat ive l ife—tribalism, communal 
occupat ion of land, polygamy, inertness, the comparat ive unpro-
giessiveness of the mass, the absence of the desire for or incentive 
to agricul tural or industr ial paid l a b o u r - a n . l that coupled with 
the right of purchase and sale of land among themselves, leading 
in t ime to larger individual holdings, the change would in a 
relatively short l ime reduce the number of Natives lied to the loca-

• lions ami reserves, release a large number for work more valuable lo 
themselves and to the country, and would immensely raise the 
manner of living and the habi ts of the Nat ives remaining on the 
locations and reserves. 

The italicised words are the key to the position. They 
are picturesquely partial. The accurate statement would be 
that to do away with free land would reduce the number of 
Natives who could make a living for themselves, and would 

force a large number of them into the labour market to work 
for wages, which, with the increased supply of labourers 
would relatively go down. It is not obvious how the scheme 
would benefit " t h e Natives remaining on the locations and 
reserves," unless they had proportionally more land than 
they had before, and that would be contrary to the whole 
plan. It is obvious, however, that it would do the reverse 
of benefit to those whom it would drive from the locations into 
the cheap labour market. 

In the next paragraph we have some observations as to 
how the yield of the taxation of the Natives might be applied 
in various ways for the benefit of the Natives, in reply to 
which one is inclined to ask, " Why not leave them alone ? " 
In the following paragraph, however, the Commissioners 
forming the minority reach what may be called their high 
water mark :— 

415. T h e Commissioners forming the minori ty claim that the 
suggested change would br ing the Nat ives under the pressure of 
the law " I f a man does not work neither thal l he e a t , " and by 
doing so would set in motion certain potent forces which would 
start the Native races of this country on the upward road more than 
any legislation which could be devised. 

Surely it is a literary triumph thus to use the apostolic 
injunction—though somewhat inaccurately quoted as a 
justification for depriving the Natives of their land and making 
it more difficult for them to obtain subsistence 1 And as for 
the cant about the proposed system starting the Native races 
" on the upward road "—!—Well, that is more than doubt-
ful ; but one thing is certain, that it would start their wages 
on the downward road'. That, indeed, is the sordid object 
of the scheme for interfering with their rights to the use of 
the land. 

A G E N T L E M A N , connected with the Ir ish League and well intro-
duced, is prepared to Represent a good business firm in the 

Nor th of I r e l a n d . — R e p l y to " Bel fas t , " care Land Values, 13 Dundas 
S t ree t , Glasgow. 
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OUR OBJECT. 

This journal exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

A T a x on Land Values is not a t a x on land, 
but on the value of land. T h u s it would not fall on 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on tha t not 
in proportion to the use made of it, but in proportion 
to its value. It would thus be a tax , not on the use 
or improvement of land, but on the ownership of land, 
taking what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments under the T a x a t i o n of Land Values 
all value created by individual use or improvement 
would be excluded, and the only value taken into con-
sideration would be the value a t taching to the bare 
land by reason of neighbourhood, public improve-
ments, &c. T h u s the farmer would have no more 
taxes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot 
erected a valuable building would be t axed no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant. 

T h e Taxa t ion of L a n d Values, in short, would call 
upon men to contr ibute to the public revenues, not in 
proportion to what they produce or accumulate, but 
in proportion to the value of the natural opportunit ies 
they hold. It would compel them to pay just as 
much for holding land idle as for put t ing it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government, and greatly 
reduce its cost. 

(3) It would do away with fines and penalties now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
builds a machine, or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duction or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

I t would, on the other hand, by taking for public 
uses tha t value which a t taches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the communi ty , make 
the holding of land unprofitable to the mere owner, 
and profitable only to the user. It would thus make 
it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold 
natural opportuni t ies—such as valuable land—unused 
or only half used, and would throw open to labour 
the illimitable field of employment which the earth 
offers to man. 

S I N G L E TAX IN CANADA. 
T h e a d v a n c e s m a d e in C a n a d a d u r i n g t h e past few years h a v e 
b r o u g h t t he m o v e m e n t i n to p rac t i ca l pol i t ics , a n d the re fo re 
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Mr. Michael Davitt, the founder of the Irish Land 
League, died at midnight, 30th May, of blood poisoning 
as the result of a surgical operation. From " An Apprecia-
tion " by an old Irish journalist appearing in the Tribune, 
ist June, we take the f o l l o w i n g T h e commanding 
characteristic of Michael Davitt—that which won him 
" troops of friends " amongst even those who had little sym-
pathy with his political views—was his warm, sympathetic, 
and loving nature. He loved much and was therefore much 
loved. He was a charming personality, and in the highest 
and best sense a gentleman. It was this characteristic, 
coupled with his transparent honesty, that gave him supreme 
position in Irish affairs, for that he held an unrivalled place 
in the affection and confidence of the Irish race throughout 
the world is unquestionable. He had suffered for Ireland 
in prison cell; at liberty, he still suffered for her and 
yearned over her ; made sacrifices for her ; was the living 
witness that the most powerful servant of Ireland was he 
who could "fling away ambition" of a personal sort and 
give himself whole-heartedly to the cause, and for these 
reasons Ireland believed in him, will continue to believe in 
him, and will ever keep his memory green in her soul. He 
stood for unity in a time of great distraction, and knew how 
to compose differences amongst his fellow Nationalists, 
and so had power to blend orange and green. He pene-
trated the Black North, and Ulster was and never will be 
the same again. Ulster, too, believed in Michael Davitt. 
This was the great triumph of Davitt's life. He killed Irish 
landlordism and all that it signified by winning 
the northern province. Then the Irish race knew that he 
would never allow a personal quarrel to endanger the cause. 
When the story of his career and of his time comes to be 
written, it will be learned that Davitt suffered more while at 
liberty even than he did in captivity, but he bore his burden 
in heroic silence. 

But the passion of his life was his absorbing love for 
Ireland, and he profoundly believed that her cause was so 
purely righteous that it could only be truly promoted by 
noblest means. During his imprisonment this conviction 
had been forced upon him, and he dreamed a dream. He 
saw Ireland liberated from her shackles by force of reason 
and justice rather than by force of arms. In the early part 
of his address to the Parnell Commission he tells the story. 
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T H E G O V E R N M E N T A N D T H E 
U N E M P L O Y E D . 

B y F R E D K . V E R I N D E R . 

(Appearing in the Tribune, ist fune.) 

The Prime Minister a t the Albert Hall. 
It has often struck me as curious that, in all the discussion 

of the unemployed question during the past few months, I 
do not remember to have seen any reference to one of the 
most significant and hopeful paragraphs in the great speech 
at the Albert Hall, in which the Prime Minister laid down 
the lines on which he was to fight the General Election. I 
mean the paragraph in which, referring to urban social 
questions, he closely linked the problem of unemployment 
with the " reform of the land system and the rating system 
in which," he added, " I include the imposition of a rate on 
ground values." Earlier in his speech he had hinted at a 
national tax on land values also. 

It may help even some of those who, on other grounds, 
are in favour of the taxation and rating of land values if we 
inquire how such a reform would help to solve the labour 
problem, and especially the problem of the unemployed. 
By the unemployed problem I mean the question which 
presents itself whenever numbers of men who are willing 
and able to work are unable to get work to do. Those who 
cannot or will not work belong, of course, to another 
category, and must be dealt with by other means. But as 
the " unemployables" are largely recruited from the ranks 
of the " unemployed," any reform which reduces the num-
ber of the latter is likely to simplify the difficulty of dealing 
with the former. 

The Meaning of Bethesda. 
Let us set up a sort of working model of the unemployed 

problem. 
A few years ago a large number of men were out of work 

in a Welsh valley. The cause was, in form, a strike. In 
essence it was the denial by Lord Penrhyn to a large num-
ber of workers, skilled and unskilled, of the right of access 
to land—to the slate quarry of which he claimed to be the 
owner, and in which these men had been wont to exercise 
their industry. The number and character of the men 
affected and the striking personality of Lord Penrhyn made 
an extraordinary impression on the public mind and concen-
trated a painful attention on Bethesda. But not many 
people realised that the crowd of men, able and willing to 
work, and yet starving for want of work, in that mountain 
village formed only a part of the evil for which the dispute 
was responsible. The idleness of the quarrymen meant the 
unemployment of railwaymen on the line which exists 
mainly to carry slates from Bethesda to Port Penrhyn ; of 
clerks at the port, who should have been invoicing the 
slates; of sailors on the laid-up ships, which should have 
had the slates for their cargoes. 

The quarrymen, shut out by Lord Penrhyn from their 
labour on the mountain-side, were reduced to a state of 
starvation, tempered by the generosity of trade unionists 
and newspaper readers. As a consequence, the Bethesda 
shopkeepers who looked to live by supplying the quarry-
men's needs, were " out of work " ; they had no customers, 
their orders to wholesale houses fell off; the wholesalers 
lessened their demands on manufacturers and importers of 
goods. Here and there, often in places far remote from 
Bethesda, clerks and warehousemen, bootmakers and 
weavers, and so on—here a man and there a man or two, in 
all sorts of businesses, productive and distributive—were 
dispensed with owing to a " falling-off of trade." Probably 
very few of the victims understood that the "falling off" 
was due to the fact that some 3000 workers were idle at 
Bethesda. It is obviously impossible to work out all the 
consequences of the closing of the quarry. I have myself 
heard of a Welsh clerk seeking work in London and of 

twelve London painters losing a good job in North Wales 
for no other reason than that the quarrymen were pre-
vented from exercising their industry. 

The True Treatment . 
Now, let us, in imagination, collect all these out-of-works 

into one place. We have a large, typical, and perfectly 
genuine unemployed demonstration—men of all sorts : 
quarrymen, clerks, railway workers, warehousemen, sailors, 
factory hands, shopmen, porters, dock labourers, etc., etc., 
skilled and unskilled. Of course, "something must be 
done." The kind-hearted, coming on the crowd, as it wete, 
suddenly, and realizing the misery it represents, suggest 
charity. Lord Rosebery hands the whole crowd over to 
the Salvation Army, and retires to his own tent. Mr. 
Balfour passes it on to a statutory Distress Committee, 
which is to find or invent work after it has finished wrang-
ling about its officials' salaries. Yet we, who have seen the 
crowd grow, know that there is no real necessity for soup 
kitchens, or "grants of public money for the unemployed," 
or for farm colonies, or for distress committers— that none 
of these things touch the root of the matter. The one 
simple thing that is wanted is that the quarry which Lord 
Penrhyn closed should be opened again. Open the land to 
labour, and the unemployed will set each other to work. 

Lord Penrhyn and the Rates. 
During the struggle Lord Penryhn applied for and ob-

tained a large reduction of his rates on the ground that the 
earnings of the quarry had been reduced in consequence of 
the dispute. The rateable value was reduced from £ 2 4 , 8 0 0 
(based upon a production of 96,000 tons of slate) to 
£ 1 0 , 5 1 4 (production of 40,700 tons). This concession 
obviously strengthened the hands of his lordship by lessening 
his out-goings, while the other parties to the dispute and 
their fellow-sufferers were weakened by having to make up 
their landlord's deficiencies. 

Suppose that the assessment committee had held and 
exercised the power to refuse him a reduction, and had 
instead—looking only to the public value of the quarry— 
insisted on levying the rates on its full value, considered as 
an opportunity for the employment of labour. The pressure 
of local taxation would soon have forced open the door 
which Lord Penrhyn had closed against the quarrymen. In 
other words, the Bethesda unemployed problem would have 
been solved by the taxation of land values. 

Tax Land to Build Houses. 
It is not without significance that the Prime Minister, in 

the speech already referred to, coupled the housing question 
with the unemployed problem. That we should have at 
once a "house famine" and unemployed builders would 
seem ridiculous if it were not the natural result of the vicious 
" land system and rating system," which the Ministry is 
pledged to reform. " Back to the land" as a remedy for 
unemployment means much mere than the transplanting of 
a few urban out-of-works to experimental farm colonies. It 
means the opening up of the land to all those primary pro-
ductive industries upon which the prosperity of every other 
industry depends; the opening up of agricultural, mining, 
quarrying, building lands to the labour, which is waiting to 
turn them to industrial uses. The taxation of land values, 
by breaking down the ring fence of monopoly which throttles 
the development of our towns, would give an immense 
impetus to the great building industry. Directly or indirectly, 
every industry would feel the benefit of it. Our present 
rating system, as a recent Royal Commission told us, makes 
houses " fewer and dearer and worse." In New Zealand, 
when they began to tax land values, there were very soon 
many more houses, and there were no unemployed builders. 

The Government may presently attempt to do something 
to help the victims of unemployment by tinkering, as they 
are asked to do, the Act passed by Mr. Balfour. But the 
first important step towards a real remedy for this social 
disease will have been taken when the Local Government 
Board brings before Parliament the proposals for land 
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valuation which it is to prepare after the Easter recess. If 
the taxation of land values is to be something more than a 
"new source of revenue" for urban councils, there must 
then be levied upon this new valuation, at once general and 
uniform, a tax which shall also be general and uniform. 

The Agricultural Returns for 1905 — Practical 
Proof of Mr. Verinder's Statement from New 
Zealand and Australia—Palliatives no g o o d -
Liberate the Land by the Taxation of Land 
Values. 

Mr. Richard Brown, 22 Lish Avenue, Whitley Bay, 
R.S.O., Northumberland, supported Mr. Verinder's article 
with the following instructive letter to the Editor:— 

Sir,—Mr. Fred. Verinder is right—the land question lies 
at the root of the unemployed problem. 

I have just laid aside the Agricultural Returns for 1905. 
They present to the public notice the deplorable condition 
of the greatest of our national industries, and shed a flood 
of light upon the enemployed question. For they reveal 
the startling fact that over 25,000,000 out of 56,800,000 
acres in Great Britain are lying idle or labour-starved. 
12,800,000 acres of mountain and heath land are used 
for grazing, and 12,500,000 acres are laid down as per-
manent grass land—not producing a single hundredweight 
of hay. At least half of these 25,000,000 acres will be 
good cultivable land, capable of supporting a family to 
every ten acres at the outside. If 12,000,000 of these 
"s tarved" acres were forced into the market by the 
means suggested by Mr. Verinder, 1,000,000 families, 
or 5,000,000 men, women, and children, could find 
profitable employment upon them. Lord Carrington, the 
President of the Board of Agriculture, has pointed out that 
the men on his estate, obtaining the land at the same rent 
as the farmers, make a clear average return of 26s. to 30s. a 
week. These facts should be carefully considered by your 
readers. 
^ A very instructive lesson on the effect of the taxation of 

land values upon employment is to be found in a report on 
the Australasian tax system, presented to the Senate of 
Colorado by Senator James Bucklin. On page 25 of this 
report I find the following statement:— 

" Land speculation was rife, and the country (New 
Zealand) was apparently on the verge of a great panic. 
In 1891 thousands of unemployed gathered in all the 
cities of New Zealand asking for work, and the people 
were actually fleeing from the country in search of the 
right to labour . . . At 'once (on the passing of 
the land value tax) without the Industrial and Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act, or any new labour laws, the 
condition of labour began greatly to improve. Wages 

increased, the hours of toil shortened, the cost of living 
decreased, and the idle received employment. From 
1891 to 1898 the cultivated lands of New Zealand 
increased 3,522,091 acres, town grass lands increased 
3,278,501 acres, the value of improvements increased 
39,000,000 dollars, and nearly all business greatly 
improved. . . . For nearly a day I walked through 
the streets of Auckland (60,000 inhabitants) in search 
of an idle working man, and was unable to find one. 
. . . In the four years immediately preceding the 
land tax . . . there was an actual decrease of 
immigration over emigration of 17,789 persons, being 
a loss each year. At once, on the passage of the land 
value tax, the tide of emigration turned, population has 
increased 122,447, and in the first two years after the 
adoption of the land tax the immigration of New 
Zealand exceeded the emigration 15,370 persons, and 
has continued in excess each of the eight years since 
its passage." 

As to the effect on the unemployed question in New 
South Wales, Senator Bucklin says (p. 23):— 

" In New South Wales in 1895 at the time of the adop-
tion of the land tax, business and wages were exceedingly 
demoralized. At once, on the passing of the Austral-
asian Land Tax, business began to improve. Wages 
increased, aud the opportunities for work became more 
plentiful. . . . The unemployed registered with 
the labour commissioner were, for each of the four 
years respectively immediately preceding the tax, 18,600, 
12,145, 13-575. a n d t4,o62. For the three years 
respectively immediately following the adoption of the 
tax the numbers were 6,427, 4,167, and 3,843, being 
an average of 4,812 registered unemployed for each 
year since the adoption of the land tax, as against an 
average of 14,595 per year preceding its adoption. It 
might be noted, also, that for the three years preceding 
the tax the number ef unemployed was increasing each 
year, and that for the three years since it has been 
regularly decreasing. . . . There has been an increase 
of cultivated lands of 905,867 acres in the three years 
immediately following the adoption of the land tax, 
being an increase of more than 50 per cent, over the 
entire amount previously in cultivation in the Colony." 

Here is practical proof of Mr. Verinder's statement. 
I hope the Government will turn a deaf ear to the demands 

for farm colonies, afforestation, and such like palliatives. 
They are good things in their way, but only touch the fringe 
of a great question, such as this is. If the Government, 
without first putting a tax on land values, were to give local 
authorities compulsory powers to purchase land for farm 
colonies, what would happen ? All the philanthropic land-
lords holding desirable land in the district would demand, 
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and get, from the municipal authority a higher price for their 
land, and the very persons who, by the dog-in-the-manger 
policy of holding land idle, are the cause of unemployment 
would have money put into their pockets. 

Every acre of land kept idle or put to inferior use means 
so much labour kept idle; land fenced in and labour 
fenced out. Mr. Chamberlain has said: " T h e soil of the 
country is in a few hands, and that is the real, the true, and 
permanent cause of depression which we all regret. The 
remedy is equally simple. It is not to return to a protective 
tariff, but is to be found in a radical reform of the land laws 
of the country." Mr. Verinder has pointed out the simple 
way in which this radical reform could be carried out. If 
the present Liberal Government carry out this reform—and 
no Government ever had a better opportunity—they will 
have done something for the happiness and prosperity of 
the people, greater even than the repeal of the Corn Laws 
and the introduction of Free Trade. Richard Cobden has 
said truly: " You who shall liberate the land will do more 
for your country than we have done in the liberation of its 
trade." 

THE RATING OF LAND VALUES: HOW 
IT WOULD AFFECT NEWCASTLE. 

Some little time ago the Newcastle Chronicle published 
three articles bearing on the effect of Mr. Trevelyan's Bill 
in Newcastle. To the first of these articles Mr. Richard 
Brown, the Hon. Secretary of the Tyneside Branch, replied, 
but when the letter appeared some statistics which Mr. 
Brown had prepared were missing. This, however, was 
passed over without comment, and after the publication of 
the two remaining articles Mr. Brown addressed the follow-
ing letter to the editor, who replied through the " Answers 
to Correspondents" " tha t considerations of space prevents 
the insertion of your letter." And this, after the writer of 
the articles had occupied at least five columns of the news-
paper. 

Mr. Brown pointed out to the editor the unfairness of 
this decision, but the letter has not been published in the 
columns of the Chronicle. 
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As for the Cross House Site and other vacant land held by the Cor . 
poration the rat ing of land values would simply mean the transference 
of rates from one pocket of the Corporat ion to another . '1 he presence 
in the books of the Corporat ion of a heavy chaige against such vacant 
land might, perhaps, assist the Corporat ion in making up their minds 
to develop some of this land or allow someone else to do so. At 
present, by holding the land idle, they are holding labour and capital 
idle to the loss ol the whole community . X cannot unders tand the 
point with regard to valuat ion. The re would be no necessity for 
" v a l u e r s ; " each holder of land would be asked to slate the selling 
price of such land. I cannot see where the enormous expense to Ihe 
city would come in. 

Your correspondent appears to be under the impression that agricul-
tural land within the borough would require to be proved to be ripe for 
building before it could be rated. Th i s is not so. All the land within 
the borough, whether ripe for building or not , would be rated at its selling 
value. I t will be noted t ha t agricultural land wiihin Ihe borough now 
only pays one-third of the amount of rates it should pay under a just 
system of rat ing. 

Your correspondent puts the blackest side of the case to your readers, 
l i e says nothing of the effect of land value rat ing upon the building 
industry by the forcing into use of idle land within the borough. No 
mention is made of the effect upon housing, upon overcrowding, or 
upon the unemployed question. Let mc remind your readers that in 
F rankfo r t in Germany where land value lat ing has been in operation 
for some time 25,000 people who a year or two ago were living in slum 
dwellings are now housed in decent houses at rents greatly below the 
rents paid in the slums. Again in New South Wales the number of 
unemployed for the four years previous to the adopt ion of the Land 
Value T a x averaged 14,595 per year ; for the three years after (these 
are the most recenl figures I have) 4812 per annum. 

Your correspondent might in fairness to your readers have quoted 
the whole of the advantages of land value rating given by the signa-
tories of the Minori ty Repor t on Local Taxat ion instead of quoting 
only the last of them. They say, among other reasons, that (1) ii 
would conduce to place the urban rat ing system on a more equitable 
and thus sounder basis ; (5) it would do something towards lightening 
the burdens in respect of building and thus something towards solving 
t he difficult and urgent housing problem. 

I submit that whatever t he effect of land value rat ing may be in New-
castle—and I believe it will have far-reaching effects lor good—the 
first question to be asked is whether the proposed system is based 011 
sound and jus t principles, But your correspondent evades the question 
I put to him as to whether it is no t jus t that at least a portion of the 
value created by the energy, growth, and collective enterprise of the 
community should be taken by the community for public purposes 
instead of going into the pockets of favoured individuals? 

I repeat the question, and ask again, is this principle jus t and sound ? 
Yours, e tc . , 

R I C H A R D B R O W N . 

22 Lish Avenue , Whit ley Bay, 
22nd May 1906. 
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THE "REJECTED" REPLY. 
To the Editor of the " Daily Chronicle." 

T H E R A T I N G O F L A N D V A L U E S . 
SIR,—I cannot ask sufficient space to reply in detail to each of the 

points raised by the writer of the article, but perhaps you may find 
room for the following remarks :— 

Your correspondent , in dealing with the question of assessments, 
points out that under the proposed system for the rat ing of land values 
t he rateable value of Newcast le would be raised by about ^112 ,000—a 
sufficient increase to provide for a reduction of the rates by at least 4d. 
in the £ . I believe this figure is considerably under-est imated ; and, 
judging from the experience of some of the large towns in Germany 
which have adopted the rating of land values, there is every possibility 
of considerable relief to Newcast le rates by the adopt ion of such a 
system of rating. I drew at tent ion in a previous letter to the case of 
Finchley, where the rates consequent on the put t ing into operation of 
Mr. Trevclyan 's Bill would be reduced from 8/2 to 6/3 in the £ , and 
by applying the reduction in the same ratio to Newcast le I showed that 
the rates would fall f rom 5/2 to 4/ in the £ , causing reduct ions in the 
amounts paid as rates from 11 per cent, to 18 per cent, in the cases 
mentioned by the writer in his first article. H e , howaver , ignores my 
letter in his third article and repeats his s tatement that the amounts 
paid in rates would be increased. T h e writer of the articles tells your 
readers tha t the re-building or modernising of property and the erection 
of new property increase rateable value under the present system, but 
he doe» not seem to see that such a system penalises building. Under 
the present system the more a man spends in improving or modernising 
his property the more he is called upon to pay in rales in respect of 
such improTements. Is this any encouragement to the building t rade 
or to the man who wishes to improve his property ? As for the erection 
of new property oar present ra t ing system amounts practically to putting 
up a notice on all vacant land to the effect that " A n y person building 
on this land will be fined 4/7 in the £ on the annual assessed value of 
the property so bui l t . " Small wonder that the building t rade, as Mr. 
John Burns recently said, is the most depressed of all our industries 
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Good News from New Zealand. 
T h e A u c k l a n d L i b e r a t o r gives news every month of the progress 

of Land Reform in N e w Zealand. N o Reformer should be without 
it. Taxa t ion of Land Va lu t s continues to be adopted by Districts 
in all par ts of the Colony. 

S e n d l / O t o F . M . K I N G , AL»FRT S T R E E T , A U C K L A N D , N E W 

ZEALAND, and receive this bright little l 'aper , Post Free, for 
one yea*. 
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Scottish IRotcs an& IRcws. 
[Scottish readers ol Land Values are invited to send news for this 

column. Reports of meet ings , or any reference by public men, or 
publ ic bodies, to the land quest ion, or t he taxat ion of land values 
will be apprec ia ted . ] 

From the pages of "Land Values" these past 
three issues, devoted to reports of the action taken 
by landlords and other misguided people in Scot-
land who are against the Taxation of Land Values, 
our readers can judge of the fight that has com-
menced. 

We regard this action of our friends the enemy 
as the greatest compliment we could wish to have 
as to the efficacy of our propaganda. 

We have roused the Church, the Faculty of 
Procurators, the territorial landlords (who are 
subscribing handsomely to the funds of the Anti-
Taxation of Land Values Association, specially 
formed to make the light for " Property"), the 
Clyde Trust, the School Board, the University, the 
Burgh Officials, and the "Public Trusts" (save 
the mark !) who have banded themselves together 
for combined strength and protection. 

Mainly because of this new development, there 
is a strong current of feeling, growing daily 
stronger, in the minds of our public that we should 
take action in ever so many different ways. But 
such action involves an expenditure of money, 
which, unfortunately, we do not possess: hence 
this appeal. 

We want funds to enable us to meet the needs 
of the case. We require to publish literature, 
to hold public meetings, and to add to the office 
staff to cope with the new work both here and 
at Westminster. 

All during our existence as a League we have 
been endeavouring to bring the poposition out 
into the open. They are out now, and we 
appeal to our supporters everywhere for the 
necessary funds to put the League, financially, 
in the strongest possible position. 

There is no end to the work now in front of the 
League. Some of it—most of it, we trust - will be 
overtaken. We could now spend to advantage 
thousands of pounds, and we have every confidence 
that the Single Taxers, those who believe in our 
gospel of freedom, who have so generously sup-
ported our past efforts, will respond to this appeal. 

• » • 

The Press correspondence committee of the League 
initiated some instructive reading in the newspapers last 
month. The activity of the opponents of the Scottish Bill, 
along with the anxious inquirers, brought out a number of 
the letters. We heartily congratulate these good servants of 
the movement, who often after their day's work is over, 
pen a timely letter to the editor. Our colleague, James 
Busby, is untiring in this important phase of the propaganda. 

What can I do to Spread the Light? 
See page 37. 

In a letter to the Glasgow evening papers Mr. Busby 
writes:—"There is a deal of discussion going on here 
about the extreme difficulty of separating the value of land 
from the value of improvements, but at San Francisco there 
is none. The improvements have gone, while the land value 
remains as good and valuable as ever. The earthquake and 
fire combined destroyed a deal of property ; the land value 
was beyond the power of either. Not only has the land 
value remained, it has risen rapidly and continues to rise." * * # 

The Rev. James Birr, Martin Iiaddow, and Dr. Dyer were 
the three who voted in the minority on Mr. Barr's motion 
at the Glasgow School Board, in favour of the Land Values 
Taxation (Scotland) Bill. The Roman Catholic members 
present did not vote, and Mrs. Mason, a Liberal member, 
voted on the other side. 

* « » 

The Ratepayers' Federation, Limited, Glasgow, have 
been busy widely distributing from door to door a four-
page leaflet against the Bill, which is styled, " A Bill 
for Bleeding the Ratepayers." It is a very interesting and 
amusing production. Under a headline named " The Hidden 
Aim," the leaflet says :—" Henry George's Land Tax was to 
be a substitutional tax in relief of other taxes, but the tax 
under the Bill is to be an additional tax." 

We sincerely trust the powers that be at Westminster, when 
they bring in their Bill, will take the bint and provide 
expressly for Henry George's plainer proposal. Hutchesons' 
Trust we are next told is a philantrophic institution with 
.£20,000 a year from feu-duties—land values—which it 
spends on widows and pensioners. Quite right. When the 
community takes land values as Henry George advised all 
the other widows outside the purview of the Trust will also 
come in for a share in the value of their natural inheritance. 

The leaflet finishes up by stating that " t h e tax would 
mean increased rents, and the ratepayers and traders would 
in the end get the burden to bear." Mr. Wm. M'Bain, 
chairman of the Glasgow Landlord's Association, is mean-
while busy explaining to the readers of the Glasgow Herald 
that the tax cannot be shifted, and that the landlords will 
have to bear it. Mr. M'Bain was once a member of the 
Single Tax League, where he would no doubt sample the 
explanatory literature on the subject. 

• • • 

Mr. Arnold Foster, a member of the late Government, 
took the leaflet serious and sent a letter to the secretary of 
the Ratepayers Federation thanking it for the copy sent. 
He also had the usual fancy names for the Bill, calling it an 
unjust, dishonest, and predatory measure. Of course, it is 
the suffering ratepayer the ex-minister would be thinking 
about seeing the leaflet states that he and not the landlord 
will pay the tax! The other side are having their innings 
just now. The "hushing up policy" in Scotland appears to 
be in a state of suspended animation. 

• • * 

The Glasgow Evening News, 26/6/06, says that " D r . 
Murray, of the Faculty of Procurators, Glasgow, in his 
evidence bifore the Select Committee on the Scottish Bill, 
subjected the proposals of the Bill to a most damaging 
analysis." This Statement is made on the strength of some 
ridiculous looking extracts from Dr. Murray's precis of 
evidence. Oae of these was the statement that a tax of 2/-
in the £ on the land values of Glasgow would yield only 
£ 5 7 , 0 0 0 ; ano'.her was that the Singer Manufacturing Coy. 
whould be taxed on values they had themselves created 1 
Such "damaging criticism" would appear quite paralysing 
if we had not heard it all years ago from the tyros of the 
local Parliamentary and Municipal Debating Societies. 
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Mr. Edwin Adam, M.A., Advocate-Depute, is soon to 
appear as a witness before the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons on the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill. 
Mr. Adam will be the first witness to give evidence in 
favour of the principle of the Bill. Few men know the 
facts of the case or are better able to expound them 
than the President of the Edinburgh League. So far 
the witnesses have, with the exception of Mr. Lethem, 
Secretary to the Association of Government Land Valuation 
Assessors of Scotland, been on the other side, though some 
of their answers to questions helped forward the proposal, 
which, of course, was quite unintentional. . . . 

Mr. George Fowlds, M.P., New Zealand, addressed the 
members of the Scottish League in the hall, 13 Dundas 
Street, Glasgow, June ist. In the absence of Mr. James 
Fairlie, president, Mr. Wm. D. Hamilton, ex-president, 
occupied the chair. Miss Fowlds, a daughter of the speaker, 
was present. Mr. Fowlds congratulated the League on the 
good work it had accomplished, and wished the movement 
in the old country every success. In New Zealand they were 
holding their own and making progress. There was no 
unemployed class in the Colony, and the people had long 
ago realised the evil of unrestricted monopoly in land. At 
the close of his most interesting address Mr. Fowlds 
answered several questions relating to land tenure and 
public affairs in New Zealand. 

• • * 

Mr. Lloyd Garrison sailed from Liverpool on the " Car-
mania," 19th June. He writes to the secretary of the League 
that he goes back heartened at what he has seen and heard, 
sure that necessity must drive the most recalcitrant minds 
in the true direction, and regrets that he could not come to 
Glasgow during his visit. 

• * • 

T H E P O S I T I O N OF T H E C H U R C H . — A Glasgow member 
writes :—It is very painful, but perhaps not surprising, to see 
how the Church has at last been roused to consider the 
question of land values, only to range itself with the land-
lords and the vested interests crying aloud for the continu-
ance of the old order, and the evasion of the just claims of 
the community. I observe that it was the Rev. Dr. Bruce, 
minister of Banff, who led the opposition to the Bill in a 
Northern Presbytery. Strangely enough, this same divine 
is the author of a learned volume which purports to treat of 
the " Ethics of the Old Testament." If anyone should 
know something of the communal value and importance 
of land such a writer should. Has Dr. Bruce never heard 
of this Scripture ? " The land shall not be sold for ever for 
the land is Mine" or this, " The earth hath He given to the 
children of men ?" In his own book (Ch. IX., pp. 176-7) 
Dr. Bruce thus refers to the land :— 

The compass of Israel's obligations includes those 
duties which have regard to animate and inanimate 
creation, to the animals that feed on the soil, and to 
the soil itself. Over the land, the living and life-giving 
Spirit of God broods. It is His land, and His word 
has called into being each individual form. . . . 
This is a very ethical view of man's relations to the 
soil, and it is borne out by many parts of the Old 
Testament. In the poem of Job, this feeling is 
felicitously voiced in dramatic language : " If my land 
cry against me, and the furrows thereof weep together ; 
if I have eaten the fruits thereof without money . . . 
let thistles grow instead of wheat, and cockle instead 
of barley ; " which is as much as to say that, if he had 
deprived the true owner of the land of his inheritance, 
the very furrows would find a voice to accuse him, and 
the thistles would proclaim his guilt. 

In the light of the Jewish economy and of his own words 
just quoted, Dr. Bruce would do well to give the land ques-
tion in Scotland some fresh consideration. The Church of 
Scotland has received grants of the nation's land in return 

for value expected—that of teaching God's truth to rulers 
and to people. Has this been forthcoming? Have not 
the clergy "eaten the fruits thereof without money" long 
enough? Have we not had quite sufficient thistles and 
tares for wheat from all the Churches ? The question of 
Divine Justice in this vital matter of the people's land seems 
to be the last matter our ecclesiastics will face, and all sorts 
of " text-books" will be appealed to rather than the Book 
whose teaching in other respects they affect to value so 
highly 

» . • 

The Vale of Leven Branch of the League still maintains 
its education efforts, and Lund Values has now a circulation 
in the district of close upon 100 new readers. Many of 
these we know pass the paper on to be read by others. The 
members of the Political Economy Class finished the 
session with a Social, when they presented their teacher and 
guide, Mr. John Cassels, with a small tangible token of 
their appreciation and esteem. 

We regret to have to announce the death of Mr. Donald 
Campbell, Liberal organiser for South Lanarkshire. Mr. 
Campbell was a member of the League and stoutly upheld 
its policy and aim in all his political work. For years he 
was a constant and welcome visitor at 13 Dundas Street, 
Glasgow, where he fixed many meetings on the land question 
throughout South Lanarkshire. He was always abreast of 
the politics of the day, and his zeal and devotion to radical 
principles, combined with his own charming manner, made 
him a powerful influence for good. The return of the 
Liberal member, Mr. Walter Menzies, was mainly the result 
of Mr. Campbell's untiring energy and influence. We 
deplore his loss to the Scottish reform movement and join 
in sincerest sympathy to Mrs. Campbell and family. 

DO YOU WISH TO PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT? 

TH E E x e c u t i v e of t h e Scot t i sh L e a g u e for the T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
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b e c o m e M e m b e r s . A n n u a l S u b s c r i p t i o n , \ _ 
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a n d cop ies of P a m p h l e t s and Leaf le t s pub l i shed d u r i n g t h e year . 
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THE GREAT SOCIAL NOVEL, 

" T H E GOD OF T H I S WORLD," 
By J O H N B. MI D D L E T O N . 

ABSORBING INTEREST. A REMARKABLE BOOK. 

F r o m al l Bookse l le r s , or K E G A N l ' A U L , T R E N C H , T R U B N E R , 
& C O . , S o h o , L o n d o n . P ub l i shed a t 3s. 6d . 
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Na t ives and t h e L a n d in Sou th Af r ica . 
T h e G o v e r n m e n t and t h e U n e m p l o y e d . 

T h e R a t i n g of L a n d V a l u e s — I I o w it would affect Newcas t l e . 
Scut t i sh N o t e s and N e w s . | Eng l i sh N e w s a n d Notes . 

T h e G r a d u a t e d I n c o m e T a x . 
A b o u t N e w S o u t h W a l e s and N e w Z e a l a n d . 

W o m e n L ibe ra l s and the L a n d Ques t ion . 
T h e U n e m p l o y e d Ques t ion in the C o m m o n s . 

T y n e s i d e B r a n c h — A n n u a l Mee t ing . | T h e E x p e r i e n c e of G e r m a n y . 
L a n d Va lues P a r l i a m e n t a r y G r o u p . 

W h a t can I d o to S p r e a d t h e L igh t ? 
T h e P o w e r f u l C h i e f — L a n d l o r d i s m . 
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M OUR POLICY." 
" We would simply take for the community what belongs 

to the community—the value tha t attaches to land by the 
growth of the community; leave sacred to the individual 
all tha t belongs to the individuaL"—Henry George. 

T H E G R A D U A T E D I N C O M E T A X . 

A Select Commit tee of the House of Commons is 
at present taking evidence on the proposal to gradua te 
the income tax, so the moment is oppor tune to 
examine the merits of any such scheme. 

T h e proposal, of course, is tha t the rate of the 
income t ax should rise with the size of the income, 
the justification for the scheme being tha t the richcr 
a man may be the greater should be the proportion 
of his income he may be called on to sacrif ice—ist 
because he is better able to pay ; 2nd, because he 
enjoys his greater income largely in virtue of the 
protection afforded him by the State . It is also held 
that the s tep would be an impor tan t one in the 
direction of a more fair distr ibution of wealth. 

It may a t once be said tha t if present condit ions 
are to last such a t a x would be superior to most of 
our present t axes , direct or indirect. Wi th things 
as they are, and with inst i tut ions favouring as they do, 
the accumulat ion of unearned incomes it might even 
be the best of t a x e s ; but this journal exis ts to set 
forces in motion, which will ul t imately change from 
the base things as they are, and for tha t reason we find 

ourselves unable to work up any en thus iasm for the 
graduated income t a x — i t leaves us cold. 

" I believe in making the rich pay," is the plausible 
though somewhat crude and superficial s en t imen t 
expressed by many. Robin Hood believed in it too, 
and it is the sent iment which underl ies the present 
proposal. T o t ax the rich and e x e m p t the poor m a y 
be the aim of some. T o remove the cause of pover ty 
and unearned wealth remains the aim of others. W i t h 
this as our viewpoint we make no apology for offering 
some criticism on the proposal. N o a t t emp t is m a d e 
to discriminate between incomes tha t are earned and 
incomes that are unearned. Still less to ascer tain 
what it is tha t enables some men to get incomes 
which neither they nor anyone else have earned. 
T h o u g h the proposal has the suppor t of m a n y a rden t 
reformers and of people in general who pride them-
selves on their radicalism, we do not hesi tate to say 
tha t its chief defect is that it is not thorough—not 
radical. 

A t least it would only lock the door after the steed 
is gone. Granted that large incomes are objection-
able and ought to be discouraged, it is surely a most 
unscientific way of dealing with them to leave un-
touched the condit ions which favour them and then 
when they have been accumulated (admi t ted ly at 
other people's expense) to make the holders yield up . 

If large incomes are object ionable surely the 
scientific method would be to prevent their accumula-
tion by addressing ourselves to the task of reforming 
those insti tutions which favour their production. 

W e are on the horns of a di lemma. E i the r an 
income is earned or it is unearned. If it is earned 
then it is neither just nor expedient tha t the person 
who has earned it should be discouraged from effort 
by being called on to forfeit any of it. 

If, on the o ther hand , it is not earned, our d u t y as a 
communi ty is to ask ourselves whether it is not pos-
sible we have allowed to grow up in our midst some 
institution which places it within the power of one 
man to live on the earnings of others, and if we find 
such an institution forthwith to set about uproot ing it. 

But for the S ta te to go on suppor t ing any inst i tu-
tion which enables some to accumulate incomes wrung 
from the labour of others and then to appropr ia te pa r t 
or all of such incomes through taxa t ion is s imply for 
the people, through the State, to become part ies to 
the crime, while into the bargain they do no th ing to 
relieve those who have suffered by the accumulat ion 
of the large fortunes. 

If we think over the mat te r we shall probably see 
that there is no objection to personal fortunes, how-
ever large, provided they are the earnings of personal 
service. On the contrary, such fortunes should be 
encouraged. T h e harm comes in when we allow 
some to control natural opportunit ies, while others, 
through lack of oppor tuni ty to serve themselves by 
their own work are driven to hire out their labour for 
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a mere fraction of what it produces. In large fortunes 
which result to some, then indeed, become an evil, be-
cause they imply spoliation and poverty in others. 
Such fortunes are unearned, which is another way of 
saying that while some have received something for 
nothing, others have had to give something for 
nothing. 

So on the principle that prevention is better than 
cure it would seem that our right course is to make 
such incomes impossible instead of a suggested taxing 
them after they have been piled up and the harm 
done. In our search for the prime source of unearned 
incomes we shall surely come on some deep-rooted 
forms of monopoly which it will be our duty to over-
turn. One means of doing so would be to tax them 
out of existence with the result that the unearned 
incomes of all kinds which spring from them would 
disappear, they being but the branches of the t r e e -
not the tree of evil itself. A fundamental inequality 
leads to other inequalities, and granted a system of 
land tenure which favours the growth of a small and 
very wealthy class, other small and wealthy classes 
will arise which exist by ministering to the whims or 
caprices of the first class, and which, though they have 
no apparent connection with the fundamental in-
equality would none the less disappear with it. 

Monopoly being killed through taxation, each man's 
income would then only be the measure of his services, 
and the idea of taxing wealth through a graduated 
income tax could only raise a smile, for all would see 
that instead of taxing incomes we should encouraee 
them. s 

People would thus in effect be told to go ahead and 
earn as much as ever they could or pleased, secure in 
the knowledge that they would not be called upon to 
forfeit in taxes any part of their earnings, however 
large. For if an individual has earned his income it 
is his own against the whole world whatever its 
amount, and it is for the good of society that he should 
remain in secure possession. 

The end of labour being the satisfaction of wants 
through the production of what we call wealth, where 
is the sense in taxing wealth or well-being, as our 
friends propose, since it is the very thing we are all 
working for ? 

That taxation is an all-powerful instrument for 
good or for evil is coming to be recognised more and 
more generally. It.is therefore a most suitable instru-
ment in the hands of the social reformer as a means 
to an end. But the end attained depends on how the 
instrument is used, and we cannot too strongly insist 
that taxation should be applied to the removal of 
monopoly rights—the legalised advantage which one 
class has acquired over others—and not to the 
removal of wealth after its acquisition. With 
artificial class advantage removed through taxation 
all individuals would enjoy full and equal opportunities 
for the exercise of their faculties in the production of 
wealth, and the fruit of their efforts being free from 
all taxation whatever, each would be left in possession 
of all the wealth which the exercise of his faculties 
might produce from such equal opportunities. Justice 
demands not equality of wealth but equality of oppor-
tunity and inequality of resulting wealth. 

The advocates of the graduated income tax support 
it on the ground that taxes should be levied on indivi-
duals in proportion to their ability to pay. 

We, on the other hand, hold that taxes should be 
levied on individuals in proportion to the benefits they 
receive from the public services. It has been shown 
time and again that the benefits of good public 
administration are accurately expressed in the value 
of land, so on the principle that individuals should 
contribute to the cost of the public services in propor-
tion as they benefit from them it follows that if we 
permit a section of the community to appropriate this 
land value to their private use it is this same section 
which ought to pay the cost. 

The world is not going to stand still. Great 
changes are pending. But we believe that frightful 
social experiments will be forced on us in the 
way of taking from those who have and giving 
to those who have not, unless we come to see that 
there ts a fund which belongs to the public, because 
due to the public presence, and that there is a fund 
which belongs to the individual because due to indivi-
dual effort, and that each should get its own and 
all of i 

Sir Henry Primrose, Chairman of the Board of 
Inland Revenue, in giving evidence before the Select 
Committee on Graduated Income tax said :—" They 
would want details of income, and, having got these, 
they would have to submit them for scrutiny to a 
special staff of surveyors. They would require drastic 
powers of scrutiny in dealing with those returns, and, 
after passing through the hands of the surveyors they 
would have to go to the Special Board of Commis-
sioners who made the assessment." 

Here is a pleasant prospect for the Englishman 
whose house is said to be his castle and whose 
private affairs are supposed to be sacred. After this 
what of Sumptuary Laws ? 

W . R. LESTER. 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D NOTES. 

[A l l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s r e s p e c t i n g th i s c o l u m n shou ld b e sen t to the 
G e n e r a l Sec re t a ry , E n g l i s h L e a g u e for the T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Va lues , 376 and 377 S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C - 1 

T h e twenty-third annual meeting of the English League 
for the Taxation of I.and Values will be held on Wednesday, 
July 18th, at eight o'clock, in the Hall of Clifford's Inn, 
next 187 Fleet Street, London, E.G. It is hoped that Mr. 
J. H. Whitley, M.P., President of the League and Chairman 
of the Parliamentary Committee for the Taxation of Land 
Values, will preside, and that some of the Parliamentary 
friends of the movement will speak. It is specially requested 
that every member who is able to be present at this meeting 
will make a point of coming and of bringing a friend. T h e 
annual report and balance-sheet will be submitted, and 
important resolutions will be brought before the meeting. 

. • « 
Notices of the annual meeting will be sent from the 

London Office on application to any member or friend who 
can make use of them. 

• » » 

The officers of the League would be grateful to any mem-
ber of the League or reader of Land Values who has a spare 
copy of the printed report of the public debate between 
Henry George and H . M. Hyndman (St. James ' Hall, 
London, 1889) and will send it to the London office for 
inclusion in the League's Library. 

» • » 
T h e Daily Neivs has been quoting remarks made in the 

Visitors' Book at its Exhibition of Sweated Industries. But 
we do not remember to have seen the following among the 
quotations. It was written by a London member of the 
League :—" In order to understand aright the fundamental 
cause of, and the only remedy for sweating—for there can 
be but one cure—viz., the removal of that cause which 
underlies all others appearing on the surface—the study of 
Henry George's work, ' Progress and Poverty,' is essential." # # * 

A signed article on " T h e Government and the Unem-
ployed," by the General Secretary, in the Tribune of June 
ist, has drawn two excellent letters in support from " N o w 
Employed," and from Mr. Richard Brown of Whitley Bay. 
The Secretary has also taken a hand in the Tribune cor-
respondence on Taxation of Land Values, in controversy 
with Mr. R. N. M'Dougall, of the Liberty and Property 
Defence League. 

* * * 

" A well-known firm of auctioneers informs us, says the 
Stratford Express (June 2nd), " t h a t the reduction of rates 
which will be affected by the grant in aid of education has 
already produced the very agreeable result of improving the 
demand for properties in West Ham. If the disposition 
goes further, it must, of course, tend to reanimate the build-
ing trade, which is suffering the most sorely of all from the 
present depression. . . . Out of 341 skilled men 
who had to apply to the [Leyton Distress] Committee, 
287 were in the building trade ! " Of course the demand for 
building land, brought about by the lightening of the rates 
on buildings through the grant-in-aid, will soon check itself 
by "compet ing-up" the price of land, and the landlords 
will get the benefit. On the other hand, if the price of 
land and the rates on building were both reduced by taxing 
land values, both the local housing question and the local 
unemployed question would be on the way to rapid solution. 
Besides, the taxation of land values could be universally 
applied. But universal grants-in-aid—! 

» * • 

A Sussex member of the League reports that he spoke at 
nine or ten meetings in the Eastbourne Division of that 
county during the late General Election. His remarks are 
quoted here " to encourage the others," who hesitate about 

raising the flag in rural districts. " They were all country 
people at the meetings," he writes, " and I made it a rule, 
after drawing attention to the arguments against the taxation 
of commodities, to finish my speeches with a short state-
ment of the case for the taxation of land values, as a means 
of breaking the monopoly and giving back to the worker 
that of which he has been robbed. It was my first cam-
paign, and I am an inexperienced speaker, yet, notwith-
standing these drawbacks, the audiences were intensely 
interested, and seemed to grasp the salient points with 
eagerness. Our quiet Sussex labourers know more than 
some people might imagine. I spoke for an hour and a 
half at one meeting, while waiting for a missing speaker, and 
then the audience seemed fresh. The day after one enthusi-
astic village gathering, one of the labourers' wives, who had 
been present, walked four miles to ask me to address them 
again the very next evening. I told her that I should say 
the same words over again. 'Never mind,' said she, ' we 
want to hear i t ; we can understand what you say.' As I 
have no oratorical powers, it is evident that the matter of 
my speech was the attraction. I thought you would like to 
know these facts, showing, as they do, that our mental boil 
is ready for the sowing and promises an abundant harvest." • » * 

The Warrington Guardian (May 26) reports two public 
meetings held in Warrington, under the auspices of the 
Lancashire Branch of the League, locally represented by 
Mr. R. Ockel. At the first Captain Crosfield presided, and 
Mr. Ockel (in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Lester) de-
livered an address which was followed by a discussion. 
Three days later, in the Co-operative Hall, Mr. W. H . 
Sherburn presided at a lecture delivered by Mr. W. R. 
Lester, M.A. One of the results of Mr. Ockel's untiring 
activity in this town has been the addition of a number of 
new members to the roll of the branch. 

» * » 

Mr. F. Skirrow, the Yorkshire Agent of the League, 
reports a series of open-air meetings in Huddersfield (June 
24th to 29th). H e is to address another series of meetings 
in the Holmfrith Division (July 2nd to 7th) and is trying 
to arrange for another week of meetings in the same division, 
commencing on July 9th. Councillor William Thomson 
and Mr. Skirrow addressed a meeting at Crossroads, Keighley, 
on the 18th ulto. 

•» * * 

Mr. W. R. Lester, M.A., formerly President of the Scot-
tish League, and now a member of the London Executive, 
has written a series of four articles on the Land Question 
which are appearing in the Huddersfield Examiner, the 
Sheffield Independent, the Bradford Daily Telegraph and 
Weekly Telegraph, the Keighley Chronicle, the Shipley 
Times, the York Gazette, and the West Yorks Pioneer 
(Skipton). T h e articles are enti t led:—(1) " Present Con-
d i t ions" ; (2) " T h e Unemployed Prob lem: T h e Cause " ; 
(3) " Is Socialism a Remedy ? " (4) " T h e True Remedy." 

* * * 

Mr. W. R. Foster, of the London Executive, is addressing 
meetings of the Liberal Association, in each of the four 
Wards of Walthamstow, on the Taxation of Land Values. 

F R F . D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L V. 

PROGRESS IN GERMANY. 
The " DEUTSCHE VOLKSTIMME," Organ of the 

" League of German Land Reformers," published 
twice a month. Edited by Adolf Damaschke, 
Berlin N. W.23 Lessingstr. 11. 

Subscription Price, 6/- per Annum. 

G r e a t p rog re s s hav ing l>een m a d e in G e r m a n y of l a t e years in re fo rm-
ing the l aws of land t enure a n d t axa t i on , ih i s j o u r n a l offers va luab le 
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measure as t end to f u r t h e r the cause of l and r e f o r m . 
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ABOUT NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
NEW ZEALAND. 

Mr. E. S. Weymouth, 27 Southampton Street, Strand, 
London, W.C., has received the following letter from Mr. 
Percy Wakefield, Wellington, New Zealand, dated April 
21 st, 1906:— 

New South Wales. 
You are quite right in mentioning Sydney as the place in 

which I had some terrace houses, the rents of which were 
seriously affected by the fall in speculative land values 
through the agitation for, and the operation of, a land tax 
of id. in the £ on the capital value of land in New South 
Wales in 1894. Owing to land becoming available for 
builders at a 50 per cent, reduction, and in many cases even 
far more, a large impetus was given to the building trade ; 
and nice villas, or what we call in the colonies cottages 
sprang up like mushrooms in all directions, and the less 
comfortable terrace houses of two and three storeys became 
a drug in the market. Houses for which 1 got 25/ per 
week before the land tax came into operation have ever 
since been, and are now at this date, let for 12/6 per week, 
with a difficulty in finding tenants. In selling out I lost 
£7000, which, of course, must have been to the public 
gain. Many an artizan has told me how thankful he was to 
George H. Reid, the land value tax Premier, for enabling 
him to get a home through the fall in land values owing to 
the small tax. The great pity of it was that George H. 
Reid stopped short at the id. in the £ , and positively 
refused to increase it, but on the contrary proposed to re-
introduce a number of customs taxes which he had abolished; 
with a result that he was hurled from power by his own 
Free-Trade party, and the Protectionists, supported by the 
Socialist-Labourites, have managed to mismanage the Go-
vernment of New South Wales ever since right down to 
the advent of the Carruthers' Government, now in power, 
and which gives such splendid promise of fundamental 
reforms in the immediate future. 

That is why there are still slums in Sydney. G. H. Reid 
became a traitor to his principles and party, and whereas, 
had he been true to them, and increased the land tax to a 
substantial amount, and still further decreased the customs 
and other taxes, he would have been worshipped as the 
Deliverer of Demos from the demon of monopoly, he has 
ever since been, and is now, the butt of ridicule under the 
name of "Yes-No Reid," and many other significant 
epithets. He is now pre-occupied in the undignified fight 
with a shadow—Socialism—instead of seeking, through the 
simple operation of the Single Tax, to solve the whole 

economic problem by securing equal access to land, and 
therefore equal opportunities to all to earn an honest living. 

Far otherwise is it with the Carruthers' Government. 
They have already passed a Shires Act, under which the 
local revenue for all rural badies must be levied on the 
unimproved value of land only. Their next proposal is to 
make this simple system of rating apply to all city and 
suburban councils, thus relieving all improvements from the 
burden of rates, and compelling all valuable lands, whether 
used or not, to contribute their quota to the local revenue, 
according to their values, altogether apart from any im-
provements on them. 

Mr. Carruthers, the Premier, and Mr. James Ashton, the 
Secretary for Lands, in the present New South Wales 
Government, are both subscribers to the Sydney Single 
Tax League, and therefore, the rank and file of single-
taxers everywhere are living in hope that radical reforms 
are within the probability of accomplishment shortly in the 
mother colony of Australasia. 

New Zealand. 
Now, to turn to New Zealand for a few examples of the 

benefits arising from rating on land values. Palmerston, a 
country town about 80 miles from Wellington, the capital, 
was the first place to adopt the true Single Tax method of 
rating, that is, on the value of land altogether apart from, 
and quite independently of, ail improvements. The result 
was phenomenally satisfactory at once, and has continued to 
be so ever since, and not a single fault can be found with 
the system, except that the rates are not heavy enough to 
make the landlords sick altogether. They still cling to their 
land as long as they can, and the prosperous condition of 
New Zealand ever since the general land tax came into 
operation, greatly helps them to hang on, and get higher 
prices than they would otherwise do if the colony were in a 
depressed condition. 

Wellington, the capital, adopted the rating on land values 
system about four years ago by a majority of nearly 700 
ratepayers, and the result has been a building boom! 
Everywhere in all directions, small and large estates have 
been sub-divided, and sold, and houses are going up as fast 
as they can be built with the labour available. Carpenters 
earn 1/6 an hour, and painters £2 15/ per week, and all 
other wages are good ; but the demand for houses is so 
great that rents are still very high, in spite of the continuous 
building going on. The fact is that the rates are not heavy 
enough to make the landlords thoroughly land sick. In 
Palmerston and every other New Zealand town, there is 
great competition at every land sale, rates or no rates; for 
suitable building sites. And so the grand game of land 
speculation goes merrily on ; and in spite of high wages and 
constant employment the workers, and business people of all 
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kinds, are very little better off ; for the rents are high, and 
living is dear owing to the heavy taxation of imports, which, 
instead, ought to be on the land values of the country 
created by the community. All local bodies in New Zealand, 
from large towns like Wellington and Christchurch, to small 
boroughs only just incorporated, which hare adopted the 
system of rating on land values, progress without fail. 
There is no check to their development as there would be 
with a burden of rates on improvements, as there used to 
be. T o this extent, at any rate, the land is f ree ; and the 
next proposal is to increase the general land tax, and 
correspondingly decrease the customs duties on the neces-
saries of life; so that more land may become available for 
use, and the cost of living will be lessened. The Seddon 
Government can readily carry out this further instalment of 
reform if they so wish, as they were returned by an enormous 
majority a few months ago, and in all probability much 
good will be done next session. 

In the meantime we are shaking hands with ourselves 
and you over the great Liberal victory in the Motherland. 
We live in hope of seeing very shortly a separate valuation 
of all land from improvements throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, with a substantial land value tax 
independently of improvements ; and that all rates shall be 
levied from the land values only, regardless of improve-
ments. We feel confident, from our colonial experiences, 
that if the general and local revenues were derived from 
land values only in Great Britain and Ireland, the social 
problem would soon solve itself throughout the world, and 
the old land, from which we came to New Zealand, would, 
after all, be the best place in the world to live in.—With 
best wishes to you all, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) P E R C Y W A K E F I E L D . 

WOMEN LIBERALS A N D THE LAND 
QUESTION. 

At a meeting of the Women's Liberal Federation, held 
20/6/06, at London, Miss Edwards (Dover) moved :—" That 
full powers be granted to local authorities, enabling them to 
acquire land for small holdings at fair rents, with security of 
tenure ; that Crown lands shall be available for small hold-
ings purposes ; that in the event of local authorities refusing 
to take action, a Government Small Holdings Board be em-
powered to ac t ; and that loans be granted on favourable 
terms to local authorities for small holdings purposes by the 
Public Works Loan Commissioners." 

T h e Hon. Mrs. J. C. Wedgwood proposed that a rider be 
added to the effect " That no reform of the land laws can 
be final and adequate which does not provide for the 
separate assessment and rating of land, apart from buildings, 
and for the taxation of these land values so as to lighten the 
present burden of taxation on industry," 

Mrs. Charles Trevelyan, in supporting the rider, said she 
once found at Vauxhall nine people living in two and a half 
rooms, while close behind was a good plot of land which 
was being kept out of use by the landlord until the hunger 
for land became so great for building purposes that he 
might ask what price he liked for it. 

Miss Balgarnie remarked that the land problem was the 
fundamental question on which rested all the questions they 
had at heart. 

T h e rider was accepted and the resolution carried. 
When the policy contained in the words of the rider is 

carried out fair rents, small holdings, favourable terms and 
all the rest will come of themselves; because the rating or 
taxation of land on its value will effectively cripple the pre-
sent land monopoly, while the building trade, relieved from 
the burden of taxation, will keep moving under the freer 
conditions. 

THE UNEMPLOYED QUESTION IN THE 
COMMONS. 

W E D N E S D A Y , 3 0 t h MAY. 

Mr. A. Dewar (Edinburgh, S.) said that land monopoly 
had been largely responsible for the unemployed condition 
of labour in this country, and it was to the freedom of the 
land that the House must ultimately look for relief in deal-
ing with the problem of the unemployed. T o escape 
poverty and destitution men emigrated to the West, where 
land was cheap and labour was dear. In this country, 
where land was sold at so much per square yard or foot, we 
had many men unemployed, and the dearer the land the 
more serious had the unemployed problem become. In 
support of the view that it was by devising measures to put 
the population back on the land that the volume of unem-
ployment would be lessened, he quoted the inquiry held by 
Mr. Rider Haggard at the invitation of Mr. Lyttleton into 
the Salvation Army colonies in Colorado. Men from the 
slums of large cities were put to work on small holdings, 
which were sold to the people at £ 2 0 per acre repayable 
by £ 1 a year per acre. These colonists were reported by 
Mr. Rider Haggard to be worth on the average, in a period 
of less than six years, from to £ 2 0 0 to £ 4 0 0 over and 
above their indebtedness to the Salvation Army. 

The Right Hon. John Burns said no doubt the opening 
up of the land to keep the men who came into the towns 
on the land would reduce the difficulty; but he could not 
be held responsible for the land system. It came in with 
William the Conqueror, and it would not be terminated by 
John Burns next year. (Laughter). 

H e rode 800 miles across the American alkali desert last 
November in order to look into the condition of these 
Salvation Army colonies at Fort Romy and Fort Amity. 
H e walked six miles from the nearest railway station at 4 
o'clock in the morning with a pocketful of stones to keep 
the skunks off. (Laughter). H e made a personal examina-
tion of those two colonies, and as the hon. and learned 
member had been apparently impressed by Mr. Rider 
Haggard's report, he would also read a passage from it. 
The report s ta ted :—" T h e result was an utter failure of 
these 18 families who went, and but one remains at Fort 
Romy to-day," and this man, now a sheriff, was an ex-
policeman of Battersea, whose wife and family entertained 
him to tea. (Laughter and cheers). Because they did not 
at once adopt experiments of that kind, the Government 
were surely not to be condemned if with some degree of 
caution, with more knowledge, with some experience, they 
did not rashly embark on the expenditure of hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of the ratepayers' money to bring 
about a condition of things in England similar to what he 
had seen in America. (Hear, hear). 

Substantially, however, the hon. member for South 
Edinburgh was right. Land was at the bottom of this 
quest ion; but they had to prevent the people coming off 
the land rather than to take men, destroyed and demoralized 
by town life, back to the land to suffer great disillusionment 
and disappointment. (Cheers). In addition to the land, 
there was taxation, rating, the freeing of the building trade 
and other industries which were now disproportionately 
burdened. 

B y M a k i n g H o m o B e a u t i f u l , Y o u M a k e H o m e H a p p y . 
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T Y N E S I D E B R A N C H . 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 

The Annual Meeting of the Tyneside Branch was held in 
the Temperance Institute, Newcastle, on May 31st. Mr. 
A. \V. Dakers, B. A., Vice-Chairman of Executive Committee, 
presided, and there were present, amongst others, Mr. Arthur 
Withy, Rev. G. A. Ferguson, Mr. C. E. Schroeder, Mr. 
James Veitch, Mr. J. Campbell, and Mr. Richard Brown. 
Apologies were received from Mr. Chas. Trevelyan, M.P., 
President of the Branch, who wired :—" We ought to re-
double our local efforts now that we have our national 
opportunity," and Mr. Thomas Cairns, M.P. 

T H E R E P O R T . 

The Annual Report of the Executive Committee for 
the year 1905, which was presented and adopted, 
showed that meetings had been addressed during the 
year at various places in the counties of Northumber-
land and Durham, and large quantities of literature 
distributed. The debt of £6 16s. sd. at the end of 
1904 had been reduced to £3 13s. and the Com-
mittee express the hope that by the assistance of 
members the debt at the end of 1905 will be cleared 
at an early date. The Report continues :— 

During the year the Committee issued a special appeal 
for funds to bring the annual income of the Branch up to 
£100 per annum, but, while the Committee gratefully 
acknowledge the response which was given, they regret 
that the su n received as subscriptions is still far below 
the amount which is necessary to carry on a thorough 
propaganda over the very large area embraced by the 
Branch. The Committee urgently appeal to members 
to assist them, by securing new subscribers, to place 
the Branch in a sound financial position. 

The Committee cannot conclude this Report without 
some reference to the General Election (although this 
properly belongs to the report for 1906), and without 
congratulating the members of the Branch upon the 
success which has attended their efforts on behalf of 
the movement in the various constituencies in North-
umberland and Durham. 

Questions were submitted to every candidate in the 
two Counties, and the Committee are glad to state that 
every Liberal and Labour candidate, in one form or 
another, gave satisfactory assurances of his earnestness 
in the cause for Land Reform. 

The members of the Branch should be proud that 
another of their number in the person of Mr. Thomas 
Cairns, M.P., should have been returned for the City 
of Newcastle by a large majority. Mr. Herbert Craig, 
M.P., sent each elector in the Tynemouth Division a 
copy of the Free Trade Manifesto of the Branch, 
thousands of which were circulated in other con-
stituencies. The Rev. A. B. Tebb, a member of the 
Committee, unsuccessfully contested the Chester le-
Street Division. 

The Committee issued during the election a " Fiscal 
Trump Card " in the form of a two page leaflet. This 
leaflet was in large demand, and considerably over 
50,000 were distributed in the two counties. 

The results of the elections in the two counties are 
very gratifying. Northumberland is solid for the 
Taxation of Land Values, and Durham nearly so. 
This speaks volumes for the work done by the Branch 
during the short period of its existence. 

The advent to power of a Government in sympathy 
with the Taxation of Land Values augurs well for the 
future of the movement, and the Committee confidently 
believe, from the speeches of the Prime Minister and 
of other members of the Ministry, that before long a 
measure in the direction of land value rating will be 
carried into effect. 

The Committee hope that the success of previous 
years will attend their efforts in r9o6. In expressing 
their indebtedness to the members of the Branch for 
past support the Committee urge upon them the neces-
sity for increased propaganda in the two counties, and 
again appeal to them to do their utmost to better the 
financial position of the Branch. At this time when 
political enthusiasm is at its height it should not be 
difficult for members to induce their friends to join the 
Branch, and so become associated with the work for 
the greatest of all reforms. 

O F F I C E - B E A R E R S . 

The officers were elected as follows :— 
President.—Mr. Charles P. Trevelyan, M.P. 
Vice-Presidents.—K\\ the members of Parliament for the 

counties of Northumberland and Durham who support the 
principle of the Taxation of Land Values, together with Mr. 
Walter Runciman, jun., M.P., the Very Rev. G. W. 
Kitchin, D.D., Dean of Durham, and Dr. R. Spence 
Watson. 

The record " gains" at Newcastle, Tynemouth, Tyne- Executive Committee.—Mr. J. H. Whyte Mr A W 
side, and Sunderland were won by candidates who, Dakers, B.A.,; Councillor David Adams, 'Alderman J 
throughout their campaigns, consistently advocated Armstrong (Jarrow), Mr. Hugh Boyle J P • Rev G A 
the Taxation of Land Values. Ferguson (Gateshead), Mr. E. R. Hardie,' Mr ' Walter 
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Kennedy, Mr. J. I.avery (Hebburn), Councillor J. Martin 
South Shields, Mr. W. Straker, Rev. A. B. Tebb, Mr. J. W. 
Wakinshaw, Mr. G. O. Wight, J.P. (Sunderland), Mr. G. 
E. Wilson (North Shields), and Mr. A. Withy. 

Hon. Treasurer.—Mr. C. E. Schroeder. 
Hon. Secretaries.—Mr. James Veitch and Mr. Richard 

Brown. 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Dakers for presiding concluded 

the business. 
The Chairman congratulated the members upon the 

steady advance made during the year, and referred to the 
death of Mr. Michael Davitt, stating that next to Henry 
George no man had done more in the dark days of the 
movement to advocate the principles of the Taxation of 
Land Values. (Applause.) 

R E S O L U T I O N S . 

The Rev. G. A. Ferguson moved, and Mr. Arthur Withy 
seconded, Mr. Veitch supporting the following resolutions:— 

This meeting rejoices at the success of the elections in 
Northumberland and Durham, and at the return, through-
out the United Kingdom, of the large majority of members 
pledged to the principle of the Taxation of Land Values. 

This meeting desires to thank the Prime Minister and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and other members of the 
Ministry for their recent outspoken utterances in support of 
the rating of land values, but strongly urges that in addition 
to the measures empowering local bodies, both urban and 
rural, to rate land values, it is most important that the 
Government should give national effect to the principle by 
the imposition of a tax on land values in their new Budget. 

This meeting rejoices that the second reading of the 
Scottish Municipal Bill for the Taxation of Land Values has 
been passed by a majority of 258, and that such supporters 
of the movement for the Taxation of Land Values as Mr. 
A. Ure, M.P., Solicitor-General for Scotland (Chairman), 
Mr. Charles Trevelyan, M.P . ; Mr. J. Dundas White, M.P.; 
Mr. Mackinnon Wood, M.P., have been placed upon the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons appointed to 
deal with the Bill, which it is hoped will be placed on the 
Statute Book before the close of the present Session of 
Parliament. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF GERMANY. 

A G O V E R N M E N T W H I T E P A P E R O N T H E S U B J E C T . 

In view of the promised legislation for the taxing of land 
values, a White Paper issued yesterday of a German Govern-
ment report dealing with the same question is of consider-
able interest. This official memorandum, issued two years 
ago, states that practical experience has confirmed the view 
that the principle of adopting market value as the basis for 
the communal taxation of real estate, has had the effect of 
materially decreasing the burdens of those entitled to con-
siderate treatment by enabling a heavier assessment to be 
placed on those capable of bearing it. 

Statistics are given showing that building sites, which 
under the system based on the State assessment could only 
be made to contribute in a very insufficient manner, have, 
under the market value system, been much more severely 
assessed. Often the tax under the new arrangement is 
fifty times as great as under the old system, and, naturally, 
they enable a great reduction to be made in the burden of 
the remainder of the real estate of the commune. Where 
there is a great demand for building sites, speculation 
induces the owners to keep suitable plots out of the market, 
and in such cases a high taxation tends to counteract an un-
healthy increase in the price. 

With regard to agricultural land, the statistics show that 
assessments are often materially increased owing to the 
potential building site value, but it is pointed out that pro-
vision could be made in the regulations so that such land 

might be taxed on only a proportionate part of its market 
value. The new assessment has led to a diminution of 
from 30 to 40 per cent, in the burden of the dwellings 
occupied by the poorer classes, and this has been accom-
panied by an increase in the assessment of the better class 
houses. 

Objections and complaints against the new system have 
not been numerous, and the authorities are unanimous in 
expressing the view that the regulations have been satis 
factory. 

Commenting on above the Daily News, 14th June, says : 
—No stronger argument for the taxation of land values 
could well be urged than the German Government report 
on its own experience, which was published as a White 
Paper yesterday. All the predictions of those who advocate 
this reform are again fulfilled. Before this obvious piece of 
justice was effected in Germany many owners were paying 
only a fiftieth of their proper assessment. Since the market 
value system was instituted working class dwellings have 
been relieved of from 30 to 40 per cent, of their former 
burdens. Speculation in land has been discouraged, and 
the supply of lar.d has necessarily become more healthy and 
useful to builders, tenants, and the community at large. 
Those who looked into the question knew of all these 
benefits before, through the experience of Australia and 
New Zealand, as well as through the excellent writings of 
Mr. Horsfall as regards Germany. The issue of this White 
Paper makes it increasingly difficult even for the monopolist 
to defend the present assessment system. It is our lot in 
these days to wait for reform till most other civilized 
countries have proved it and reaped its benefits. 

LAND VALUES PARLIAMENTARY GROUP. 

One of the most active of the sessional Committees (says 
the special correspondent of the Yorkshire Daily Observer, 
May 31st), has been that interested in the taxation of land 
values, no fewer than 280 members being now specifically 
associated with its objects. Under Mr. J. H. Whitley's 
chairmanship a sub-committee has met regularly since the 
beginning of the session in order to thrash out the question 
thoroughly from the Parliamentary point of view. Before 
Easter it had prepared and laid before the Government a 
draft bill providing for the assessment of land values, and it 
is hoped that when the Government brings in its Valuation 
Bill this may be incorporated. If not, it is hoped that the 
point will be conceded in a simple supplementary bill saying 
that in all future assessments land shall be valued separately 
from buildings, &c. Official information is being collected 
by the Committee as to the experience of the colonies and 
foreign countries in the matter. The immediate aim of the 
Committee is to lay before the Government a land valuation 
budget showing how in this respect the basis of taxation may 
be broadened. The contention is that a penny in the 
pound on the capital value would realise for the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer from fifteen to twenty millions. 
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WHAT CAN I DO TO SPREAD THE LIGHT? 

Of late we have received many letters which might well 
be summed up in the above sentence. We rejoice at the 
fact as a sign of past, as well as of good augur for our future 
progress. Every earnest man whose own eyes have been 
opened to the simplicity, beauty, and truth of our funda-
mental doctrines, can and should do something to spread the 
light. Without knowing his circumstances and conditions, 
it is impossible for us to prescribe to each what is the best 
method of work at his command or within his means. 
Work that may be easy and attractive to some may be 
impossible to others. Each must decide for himself; the 
great thing is that he should do something, and, despite all 
difficulties, persist in his work when once commenced. 

To aid our readers to come to a decision, we shall now 
briefly summarise the chief means by which the individual, 
according to his means, powers, and opportunities, may 
make himself useful to the cause, and to his fellow men, by 
helping to spread the light. 

Subscribe to exist ing Associations. 
The readiest and to many the easiest means is to subscribe 

as liberally as possible to the already active associations, 
whose activities are necessarily limited by the funds at their 
command. Knowing intimately the inner workings of all of 
these in Great Britain, we have no hesitation in strongly 
recommending this course of action. We also feel that 
many existing subscribers could easily materially increase 
their subscriptions, thus relieving the office-holders of many 
hours of harassing worry, and making much urgent and 
necessary work possible that to-day has reluctantly to be 
abandoned for want of the necessary funds. 

Circulate League Li terature . 
There is no better means of spreading the light than 

circulating land reform literature, books, pamphlets, leaflets, 
and copies of the official organ of the Associated League's, 
Land Values. Lend your own copies to friends; few of 
whom will then begrudge a penny for a paper devoted to a 
question in which they are commencing to be interested. 
Then canvass for orders for some of the more important 
books. Many quiet, unassuming friends have often secured 
orders for as many as twelve of our 5/6 sets of Henry 
George's books within a single three months. Others have 
done yeoman service by securing orders for same for their 
local club or public library. Everything helps, and no 
earnest work in this direction is ever wasted. If you can 
afford it, lay in a small stock of your own, even if only a 
dozen of the 6d. "Protection or Free Trade"—a question 
on which to-day everybody is seeking information. 

S tar t a Reading- Circle. 
By this means, too, much useful work has of late been 

accomplished. Get your friends to agree to meet and bring 
other friends with them, say once a week, or even once a 
month. Probably the best method is to arrange to read a 
chapter out of one of the standard works on our question, 
and then to discuss same. " The Story of my Dictator-
ship " and " Social Problems " are specially suitable for such 
work, as each chapter in same deals with one phase of our 
great question. 

Organize Meetings. 
This seems a big order; but if a favourable opportunity 

be waited on, is much more easy than it appears. Most 
men belong to some Club, Institute, Class, or Association. 
Well, make use of them. Suggest at the annual meeting or 
a committee meeting that a lecture or a paper on the Land 
Question, or the Labour Question, or the Fiscal Question, 
would be welcome. If your proposal be accepted, then see 
to it yourself that a man qualified to deal with it on our 
lines is made available ; that one or other of our leaflets is 

distributed; a n d that a well assorted supply of our literature 
is on sale. If you are within reasonable distance, both men 
and literature can be supplied from one or other of our 
leagues. If you are too far off or have a good local man, 
a supply^ of literature can be requisitioned, " o n Sale Or 
re turn ," from the League offices, and thus your risk be 
limited to the cost of carraige. 

Write to Your Local Paper. 
To this useful and telling work every properly-equipped 

land and taxation reformer can and should contribute. 
Some phase or other of our question is constantly cropping 
up and being discussed in the correspondence columns of 
the daily and weekly newspapers. Send in your views as 
moderately and convincingly as possible; if you think it 
necessary or advisable, use a nom-deplume. Moreover, 
whenever possible refer to some book or pamphlet bearing 
on the question, and state where it can be obtained. The 
value of this wotk cannot be over-estimated. Only last 
month we had a demand for literature mentioned in a letter 
written nearly four years ago I 

There are, of course, countless other means by which 
good work can be done. Those who seek will find. The 
field is vast and the labourers few. The struggle is, in truth, 
only now commencing. Happy are we who are permitted 
to take part in it, as do all who in any way assist to spread 
the light. Individually, we may be able to accomplish but 
little; but we know and rejoice in the knowledge that our 
united efforts will sooner or later, accomplish much. For 
the Golden Age, the time when Justice shall prevail, lies, 
not behind, but before us, and our work is helping to hasten 
its coming. l H. B. 

THE LAW ON THE SUBJECT.—Sir Frederick Pollock, in 
his " Land Laws " (chap 1, p. 12), says :—" It is commonly 
supposed that land belongs to its owner in the same sense as 
money, or a watch; this has not been the theory of the 
English law since the Norman Conquest, nor has it been so 
in its fullest significance at any time. No absolute owner-
ship of land is recognised by our law-books except in the 
Crown. All lands are supposed to be held immediately or 
mediately of the Crown, though no rent or services may be 
payable, and no grant from the Crown on record." 
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THE POWERFUL CHIEF: LANDLORDISM. 

Labour at present may be likened to a man who by dint 
of special ability or good fortune has found someone to give 
him employment in consideration of receiving as wages a 
fraction of what his work produces. Before getting his poor 
wages home, however, he is systematically waylaid by 
robbers, each one taking various amounts till the last one, 
the leader, takes all he has left except just sufficient to keep 
him and his family at work till pay-day again comes round. 
After heating and abusing him, the robbers then make off to 
enjoy their ill-gotten gains, leaving him on the roadside, 
bound, blindfolded, and gagged. Shall we, finding him 
thus so regularly helpless, look upon his condition as a just 
and natural one and pass him by without consideration? 
Or shall we stand idly by, and discuss whether plaister or 
ointment would better cure his injuries, whether new clothes 
are necessary, or his torn ones sufficiently respectable; 
which way he ought to go, and what kind of conveyance he 
should take ? Should we not rather postpone such discussion 
as worse than useless till his bonds are cut, his sight and 
speech restored ? For then he could both speak for himself 
and help himself; he might possibly know best where he is 
hurt, what is good for his wounds, in which direction he is 
going, and whether the conveyance provided accords with 
his tastes and habits. H e would at any rate be free to walk. 
Even if the spectators did not care to join him in resisting 
such shameful robberies, he might in time develop sufficient 
spirit to arm himself in suitable fashion against these attacks. 
Clearly, however, it would be useless fighting his less 
formidable assailants so long as the arch-robber was left to 
appropriate all he had managed to retain. Capitalism, 
monopoly, war, public debts, taxation, waste, fraud, vice, 
and privilege of all descriptions—these and all other robbers 
of I.abour might be abolished, but so long as their powerful 
chief—Landlordism—was allowed to exist, their removal 
would only increase the plunder he is enabled to carry off. 

Against this last iniquity, t he re fo re , all the resources 
and energies of Labour must f i rs t be directed. This 
bandi t once removed, most of the o thers would quickly 
re form the i r habi t s and join the r a n k s of useful labour , 
or hide themselves f rom public der is ion. With Land-
lordism under control, t he u l t imate t r i u m p h of Labour 
must prove an assured and speedy rea l i ty . 

From I.L P. " Platform " Leaflet, No. 164 Printed l>y Wadswortli A Co., Weat 
Ijine Keighly (Society House), and Published by Franois Johnson, 10 lted Lion 
Court, Fleet Street, London, K.O., August 14th, 1904. 

THE ROBBER THAT TAKES ALL THAT IS LEFT. 

Henry George in " Protection or Free Trade," (chapter 
xxv.), says :— 

Labour may be likened to a man who as he carries home 
his earnings is waylaid by a series of robbers. One demands 
this much, and another that much, but last of all stands one 
who demands all that is left, save just enough to enable the 
victim to maintain life and come forth next day to work. 
So long as this last robber remains, what will it benefit a 
man to drive off any or all of the other robbers ? 

Such is the situation of labour to-day throughout the 
civilized world. And the robber that takes all that is left, is 
private property in land. Improvement, no matter how 
great, and reform, no matter how beneficial in itself, cannot 
help that class who, deprived of all right to the use of the 
material elements, have only the power to labour—a power 
as useless in itself as a sail without wind, a pump without 
water, or a saddle without a horse. 

I have likened labour to a man beset by a series of 
robbers, because there are in every country other things 
than private property in land which tend to diminish national 
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prosperity and divert the wealth earned by labour into the 
hands of non-producers. This is the tendency of monopoly 
of the processes and machinery of production and exchange, 
the tendency of protective tariffs, of bad systems of currency 
and finance, of corrupt Government, of public debts, of 
standing armies, and of wars and preparations for war. But 
these things, some of which are conspicuous in one country 
and some in another, cannot account for that impoverishment 
of labour which is to be seen everywhere. They are the 
lesser robbers, and to drive them off is only to leave more 
for the great robber to take. 

THE SMALL FREEHOLDER. 

A n I l l u s t r a t i o n f r o m N e w Z e a l a n d . 

Return B20, 1903, as to land values and land ownership in 
New Zealand bears out in striking fashion Mr. Wedgewocd's 
contention that the small freeholder, instead of needing 
special exemption from land values taxation, "would prob-
ably be the one to benefit most." 

The return shows that 115,713 freeholders own between 
them, land of a total capital unimproved value of 
^70,524,604, But 92,925, or more than 80 per cent., of 
these freeholders own an aggregate unimproved value of 
^11,000,815 only, an average of rather less than £ 1 1 $ 
apiece. At 5 per cent, their annual unimproved value will 
average less than £5 19s. Therefore, on the average, the 
utmost that a tax on land values could take from these 
92,925 freeholders would be ^ 5 19s. per annum, as against 
from ,£15 to £ 2 5 taken by the present system of rates and 
taxes. So that 80 per cent, of the freeholders would gain 
£10 to £20 a year by the substitution of land values 
taxation for all other rates and taxes. 

At the other end of the scale, however, 861 freeholders 
own between them an unimproved value of no less than 
^22,083,426, or more than twice as much as the 92,925 
above-mentioned. Under taxation of land values, therefore, 
these 861 big freeholders would have to pay more than 
twice as much as the 92,925 small freeholders put together. 

It is possible, if not probable, that a similar return for the 
United Kingdom would reveal even greater inequalities. 

We have as yet in this country no assessment showing the 
value of land apart from improvements, but each small free-
holder should be able to estimate roughly for himself how 
much he is overtaxed under the present system of rates and 
taxes. Take a case well known to me : Land value, ^ 5 0 ; 
value of improvements (house, etc.), ^ 5 0 0 . At 3 per cent, 
(the usual thing in this country) the annual value of the land 
will be £1 10s. And £ 1 10s. is all that this small free-
holder would pay if the taxation of land values were 
substituted for all existing rates and taxes, and reached the 
maximum of 20s. in the pound. But he now pays some 
£ 1 1 in local rates alone, upwards of £ 6 10s. in Income 
tax, etc., and, though a teetotaller and non-smoker, some-
thing more in indirect taxation. 

In short, this small freeholder is paying, roughly, twelve 
times more than he ought to pay under a just and scientific 
system of raising public revenues, and all in order that some 
big freeholders may continue to pay one-hundredth or one-
thousandth part of what they ought to pay. . Your readers 
will scarcely be surprised to learn that this small freeholder 
favours the taxation of land values even up to 20s. in the 
pound, and no exemptions.—Yours faithfully, E X - N E W 
Z L A L A N D E R , Sydenham, in T/u Tribune, May 3rd. 

READ THE ARTICLE— 
"What can I do to Spread 

the L i g h t ? " - P a g e 37. 
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your mos t s a n g u i n e expec ta t ions . 
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J O H N P A U L . Editor. 

R e c e i p t o f a F r e e C o p y of LAND VALUES 

i s a n i n v i t a t i o n t o b e c o m e a S u b s c r i b e r . 

L A N D V A L U E S AND B U I L D I N G V A L U E S S E P A R A T E D . — O f 
late we have had numerous inquiries as to the relative 
values of land and of buildings in our large cities. The 
suggested separate valuations of land and buildings can 
alone answer this question. We believe it will show that in 
most of our large cities the charge for the use of the land 
equals, if it does not exceed, the charge for the use of the 
house or shop. 

Mr. Frederick C. Howe, in his great work, " The City," 
which we are noticing at some length in another column, 
gives expression to this belief (p. 193), and to strengthen it 
gives the following interesting facts :— 

" The method of appraising land and improvements 
separately which prevails in Massachusetts, graphically 
illustrates this fact. The appraised value of the land 
in 70 cities and large towns is $ 1,048,009,123, of the 
buildings $1,014,152,180, the value of the land and of 
the buildings being about equal. The value of the land 
in 283 small towns was $115,605,594, while the value 
of the buildings was appraised at $185,782,899. In 
other words, the land value of 70 cities and towns was 
ten times the value of 283 small towns. Another 
interesting fact is shown by these valuations. The land 
in the 33 cities is of greater value than the buildings ; 
the land in the 37 large towns is considerably less than 
the value of the buildings ; while the land value in the 
283 small towns are only about 60 per cent, of the 
value of the buildings." 

* • « 

A G R E A T A M E R I C A N " C A P I T A L I S T . " — L a d y Curzon, as 
everyone knows, was Miss Leiter, whose father at his death 
left a fortune estimated at many millions. 

Mr Leiter began life as a clerk at Chicago and made his 
fortune with typical Transatlantic rapidity. It was the great 
fire at Chicago in 1871 which gave him his opportunity and 
proved the foundation of his wealth. When the whole city 
was burned to the ground he and his partner, running a 
dry-goods store, were quick to perceive the commercial 
possibilities of the occasion, and turned them to the best 
account. While the ruins of the city were still smoking 
their business was started again in a little tin warehouse, 
and with the profits which they quickly gained Mr. Leiter 
bought up as much real estate within the city limits as he 
could command. When in due course the city rose again 
from its ashes the foresight which he had thus displayed was 
amply repaid. In due course Mr. Leiter became, as above 
noted, one of the richest men in a land of colossal fortunes, 
and was enabled consequently to give to his children all the 
advantages which wealth affords.— Westminster Gazette, 

The hemp plant in New Zealand years ago was regarded 
as useless, and landowners spent much time and money in 
getting rid of it. Then somebody discovered its value as a 
fibre plant, and a paternal government sent out a staff of 
instructors, and to-day the owners of land where hemp grows 
in a state of nature receive from £6 to £9 per acre royalty 
for permission to cut the plant and take it away. This 
enormous sum has to be paid before labour can find 

employment in manufacturing this natural product into 
articles of use to humanity.—Progress, May, 1906. 

* * * 

" Is land with its contents of the same essential character 
as things made by human labour? 

" H a s land any exchange value apart from pressure of 
population and monopoly ? 

" Is it possible to have a large population and a highly 
developed industry without creating exchange values in 
these sites already appropriated ? " 

With the man who can answer any or all of those questions 
in the affirmative, the supporters of the Bill for the Taxation 
of Land Values can come to no manner of terms. The 
difficulties which bulk so largely in the imagination of the 
opponents of the Bill (many of them as ludicrous as the 
obstacles and impediments against which the promoters of 
railways and Atlantic ships were warned) are not insuperable 
for the man who understands the real meaning of the 
movement. The knotty questions of equity to present 
holders of land monopolies straighten themselves out in the 
mind of the man who has realised that land does not mean 
wealth but merely the possibility of creating wealth. For 
he sees that when this possibility is open to all; when more 
opportunities are opened up; when in consequence more 
wealth is produced—all must ultimately benefit, even those 
who at present think they stand to lose.—Alex. M'Kendrick 
in the Glasgow Herald, 4th July. 

• • • 

T H E C O S T OK P R O T E C T I O N . — A c c o r d i n g to a circular 
recently issued by the New Yoik Reform Club, reliable 
estimates reveal that the American people are compelled 
bythe protective tariff to pay $1,500,000,000 (^300,000,000) 
more a year than the Government gets therefrom, most of 
it, the circular states, being "graft for the benefit of the 
trusts and other protected interests." 

• • * 

W H O P A Y S AND W H O B E N E F I T S ? — S u c h facts are in-
structive, and are probably well known to those who have 
found and are still finding the enormous sums so lavishly 
expended by Tariff Reform Leagues and other similar 
bodies. The many are compelled to pay; the few pocket 
the plunder. In Great Britain, if Mr. Chamberlain could 
only carry out his Empire-building policy, the plunder, at 
first, at least, might be somewhat less; but here, as in 
America, it would be taken from the industrious many and 
appropriated by a privileged ftw. Verily, '•Protection is 
not a policy; it is a swindle." Whoever else it may benefit, 
it cannot advantage the masses, whom it impoverishes and 
defrauds. 

• • • 

A feature of the June number of the " Review of 
Reviews" is a symposium by forty-five Labour Members 
of Parliament on the books which helped them most. 
The Editor says that next to the Bible and Dickens, Henry 
George has left a deep impression upon the mind of the 
British workman. 

• • • 

I have heard a story—I don't know whether it is true, 
but it struck me as rather a striking one—of a remark 
made by Mr. John Bright. Some one was rather remon-
strating with him for his attacks upon the aristocracy, and 
saying how kind, how good and charitable they were, and 
how well they fulfilled their duties, and they are as good as 
any aristocracy in the world. Mr. Bright said, " What you 
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say may be very true, but one good Act of Parliament is 
worth a million soup kitchens." So it is. The soup kit-
chens benefit men for a time, but a just Act of Parliament 
lives when those who promoted it are dead and gone, and 
sheds its blessings over coming generations.—The late Sir 
Wilfred Lawson, Bart., M.P. 

• * » 

While the motor-'buses injure the value of some West End 
property, they are sending up the value of property in the 
suburbs to an amazing extent, and tradesmen as well as 
property-owners benefit correspondingly. The whole matter 
is, indeed, only an acute phase in the regular evolution of 
London. Its residential values move constantly towards 
the fringe.— Westminster Gazette, 19/7/06. 

T H E I N F X O R A B L F . L A W . — W . R. L . writes :—Not even in 
Switzerland, the most truly democratic country in the world, 
can the effects of a bad land system be avoided. The price 
must be paid, Democracy or no Democracy. 

Most of our readers know of the Norwegian "Ski " o r 
long wooden snow shoe whsse use enables the traveller to 
pass over snow-covered ground in a way that would be 
otherwise impossible. 

The beneficient tourist has of late years introduced this 
means of locomotion into the Alps, needless to say for 
purposes of sport, and its use is now spreading to the 
peasant population who are thus enabled in winter time to 
get at parts of the country which were for all useful purposes 
inaccessible before. Upland farms previously deserted in 
winter are now, thanks to the "Ski," being used to some 
purpose, with of course the inevitable consequence of a rise 
in their rents. 

So in the Alps as elsewhere where land is privately owned, 
the chief result of progress is the exaction of higher payment 
for the right to work. The inexorable law of rent remorse-
lessly pursues us wherever we go. 

• * • 

Mr. Fred. Skirrow's open-air campaign at Huddersfield 
during the past month has been most successful. All the 
meetings were devoted to an exposition of the question of 
land monopoly and the taxation of land values. The 
numerous questions put by the audience at each meeting 
were just the kind Mr. Skirrow was anxious to answer. 
Good reports were given in the local papers, and the 
Huddersfield Examiner, presently publishing a series of 
articles by W. R. Lester, devoted a leader to the meetings 
in its issue of July 7th. 

• « • 

In the course of its remarks, the Examiner compliments 
Mr. Skirrow on the special value of his addresses, especially 
for the manner in which he dealt with the taxation of land 
values. The writer of the leader does not see his way to 
admit " that this is a complete solution for the problems 
which face the industrial world, especially in this country." 
The writer does not explain what is particularly fatal in this 

country to Mr. Skirrow's contention, except the old story 
that " the problem is so intricate, the conditions so 
numerous, that no single specific will avail." But probably 
our lecturer would agree that there are a few other things 
besides land monopoly to fix up. What he has been 
endeavouring to make plain is, that without the taxation of 
land values, nothing else will avail. A rather different story. * # * 

A correspondent from Buenos Aires writes, date 7th 
June, advising us that in New Zealand there is a national 
tax on land values, and a local rate as well. We are 
obliged to our unknown friend, who of course is unaware of 
the fact that we have been generously promoting the spread 
of this information, with all the good effects of the policy, 
during the past ten years. 

* * * 

The Dailv News, 11/7/06, devoted a leader to the article 
in last month's Land Values by Mr. J. Dundas White, 
M.P., on the "Report of the South African Native Affairs 
Commission." The Daily News terms the " Report " an 
"egregious piece of spccial pleading," and further declares : 
" It is clear from the roundabout phrasing that these Com-
missioners are almost ashamed of their proposals, as indeed 
they ought to be." 

# * # 

M R . B R Y A N AND T H E L A N D Q U E S T I O N . — W . B. Northrop, 
176 Stamfoid Street, London, S.E., writes:—In order to 
obtain an expression of opinion from Mr. William Jennings 
Bryan on the Land Question, I called on the great 
American politician on July 6, 1906—the occasion of his 
recent visit to London. Mr. Bryan is mentioned as a 
possible candidate for the next Presidential Election in 
America; and his ideas on the Land Question should be 
interesting. Here is an accurate report of our conversa-
tion :— 

"What are your views on the question of land 
monopoly ? " 

" Well—er —you see, I have really never gone into 
that subject very deeply." 

"Of course, you know that Henry George and all 
great Social Reformers consider the land question as 
the question ? " 

" Oh, yes; but I have not reached it yet. You see, 
my attention has been concentrated on Tariff Reform 
and 'World Politics.' I know what the Single Tax 
means—more or less—and have lots of good friends 
among the Single-taxers; but, really, I have never paid 
any attention to the matter." 

" I f you are not a Single Taxer yourself, Mr. Bryan, 
perhaps you can give some reasons why you are opposed 
to i t ; or why you are not in favour of i t?" 

" N o ; I have no reasons, one way or another. I 
have not gone into it at all, in any way." 

In a word, Mr. Bryan seemed to know absolutely nothing 
about the subject. 
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C O T T A G E S OUT O F L A N D V A L U E S . — M r . Wilson Fox, one 
of the Labour Commissioners of the Board of Trade, 
suggested to the Royal Commission on the Housing of the 
Working Classes 6,/7/o6, that land values in towns might be 
taxed to assist in the erection of cottages in rural districts, 
the migration of people from which had swelled the un-
earned increments in towns. 

» • * 
We publish in another column a report of a debate in the 

Johannesburg Town Council on the taxation of land values. 
Though Mr. Mackie Niven and his co-workers did not 
succeed in carrying their motion they nevertheless deserve 
well of the movement for their action. The motion brought 
the landowners and the capitalist press out in all their 
strength. The Rand Mail, 7he Joh annesburg Star, and The 
Leader thundered against the motion in a way that should 
turn the opposition press here gree'n with envy. 

• « • 

T H E G R E A T R E V O L T OF 1381.—Reviewing in the Tribune 
(11/7/06), Mr. Oman's book on this memorable epoch— 
which we hope to notice at some length in a future number 
—G. M. Trevelyan, the author of " England under the 
Stuarts," writes as follows :— 

" I t was right that villeinage should disappear out of 
England, and the King had got rid of the rebels by 
promising that it should be abolished. Why did he 
not keep his promise. However disguised, the real 
answer is, because English government was then, as it 
was in the days of the Corn Laws, and the land stealing 
of the later Tory regime, a tyranny and a swindle, con-
ducted on behalf of the large land-owning and the 
fashionable [privileged] class at the expense of the poor. 
If the Church of that day said, ' No faith with heretics,' 
the State said, ' No faith with peasants.' The historian 
who rightly stigmatises the cruel massacre of the 
Flemings by the masses, ought also to stigmatise with 
equal severity the tyranny and want of faith of the 
better educated, but equally immoral classes. ' Robes 
and furrred gowns hide all.'" • • » 

The Shrewsbury Recorder has decided, 12th July, that 
lead or any other matter fixed to a building became part of 
the land, and as land could not be stolen, so lead could not 
be stolen. The Recorder said this was the curious state of 
the law. We can only assume that the reason why land 
cannot be stolen, by law, is that it has all been stolen 
already. The Shrewsbury Recorder appears to be a Single 
Taxer with a pretty sense of humour. 

* • # 

The Annual Meeting of the English League was a most 
successful gathering of old and new friends and workers in 
the movement from all parts. The office-bearers are to be 
heartily congratulated on the past year's effort. 

All present were eagerly looking forward to the coming 
year, in view of the Government's policy on the taxation of 
land values being promoted in the coming Parliamentary 
session. 

A correspondent writes:—As one who attended the 
Annual Meeting of the English League for the taxation of 
land values it was encouraging to listen to the various 
speakers. The tone of the speeches showed a great revival 
in the spirit and energy of those who have made this 
question theirs, but one aspect of the campaign was not 
discussed at all, namely, the financial one. The opponents 
of the taxation of land values are out in the open fighting 
for their monopoly and are spending lavishly, while the 
League has a deficit balance. If the battle is to be won the 
necessary sinews of war must be forthcoming. 

A G E N T L E M A N , c o n n e c t e d wi th t h e I r i sh L e a g u e and well in t ro-
d u c e d , is p r epa red to R e p r e s e n t a g o o d bus iness firm in the 

Nor th of I r e l a n d . — R e p l y to " B e l f a s t , " ca re Land Values, 1 } D u n d a s 
S t r ee t , G l a s g o w . 

OUR OBJECT. 

This journal exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

A T a x on Land Values is not a t ax on land, 
but on the value of land. T h u s it would not fall 011 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on tha t not 
in proportion to the use made of it, but in proportion 
to its value. I t would thus be a tax , not on the use 
or improvement of land, but on the ownership of land, 
taking what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments under the T a x a t i o n of Land Values 
all value created by individual use or improvement 
would be excluded, and the only value taken into con-
sideration would be the value a t taching to the bare 
land by reason of neighbourhood, public improve-
ments, &c. T h u s the farmer would have no more 
t axes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot 
erected a valuable building would be taxed no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant. 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, in short, would call 
upon men to contr ibute to the public revenues, not in 
proport ion to what they produce or accumulate, but 
in proport ion to the value of the natural opportunit ies 
they hold. It would compel them to pay jus t as 
much for holding land idle as for put t ing it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would 
(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government, and greatly 
reduce its cost. 

(3) It would do away with fines and penalties now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
builds a machine, or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duction or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

I t would, on the other hand, by taking for public 
uses tha t value which a t taches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the communi ty , make 
the holding of land unprofi table to the mere owner, 
and profitable only to the user. I t would thus make 
it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold 
natural opportuni t ies—such as valuable land—unused 
or only half used, and would throw open to labour 
the illimitable field of employment which the earth 
offers to man. 

S I N G L E T A X I N CANADA. 
T h e a d v a n c e s m a d e in C a n a d a d u r i n g t h e past few years h a v e 
b r o u g h t t h e m o v e m e n t i n to p rac t i ca l pol i t ics , a n d the re fo re 
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JOHANNESBURG TOWN COUNCIL ON THE 
TAXATION OF LAND VALUES. 

The Town Council of Johannesburg discussed the Taxa-
tion of Land Values, 19th and 2rst May, on a motion by 
Mr. A. Mackie Niven in the following terms : 

"That the General Purposes Committee be instructed 
to submit a report recommending (1) that the Local 
Authorities Rating Ordinance, 1903, should be 
amended, in so far as this Municipality is concerned, 
in such a manner that any assessment rate under 
Section 15 of the Local Authorities Rating Ordinance, 
1903, which the council may decide to impose, may, at 
the discretion of the Council, be imposed either on 
land only, excluding buildings, or on land, including 
buildings, and (2) that a clause to this effect be 
inserted in the notice of intention to apply for a private 
Ordinance." 

In the course of his speech Mr. Niven said that two or 
three months ago a similar motion was prepared, but a 
minority of the Council succeeded in preventing the pro-
position being put. The history of the question went back 
to May, 1902, when the matter was discussed by the then 
Council, when the decision was in favour of not rating 
buildings, in levying assessment rates. Three sessions of 
the Municipal Congress had also discussed the project, and 
the principle had been adopted of asking that the Rating 
Ordinance should be amended so as to allow municipalities 
to decide for themselves whether they would rate land only, 
or, as at present, land and buildings. Precedents were to 
be found in several British Colonies. If they excepted a 
few of the larger buildings in the centre of the town the 
great mass certainly of the small property owners and, 
practically, the enormous majority of the property owners 
all over the town would gain by the change. Naturally one 
would ask "Where would the money required come from?" 
and "who would be the people unfavourably affected?" 
Those people who would be unfavourably affected would be 
those best able to pay; those who were now holding land 
out of use. The rate would fall on the great mass of 
unoccupied land in the outer districts and on a large number 
of stands in the inner districts which were at present unbuilt 
upon and were at present out of use. Continuing, Mr. 
Niven quoted the report of the Town Clerk of Wellington, 
New Zealand, as to the beneficial effects of the tax on land 
values. 

Mr. P. Whiteside seconded the motion. In doing so, 
he said that it appeared to him that some members held 
the opinion that that principle was a new one. Mr. Niven 
had shown that many of the Colonies had adopted the 
plan, and it had worked admirably. He referred to the 

Royal Commission appointed in 1896 by Lord Salisbury's 
Government, and said that one of the reports presented by 
the Commission—by Judge O'Connor—was strongly in 
favour of the principle contained in that motion. Fur-
ther, the agitation which had been carried on in the Old 
Country in recent years had been most marked with the 
endeavours which had been made to bring about that re-
form. Indeed, many corporations in the Old Country had 
taken part in conferences which had been held for that pur-
pose. The question had been before the House of Com-
mons, and, on the last occasion, it passed the second 
reading. It was a principle that, he hoped, would be 
adopted by the Council for the reason that the method at 
present adopted was a most unfair one, and they should 
apply taxation in such a manner that he who received the 
benefit should also take the greater part of the burden. A 
very large amount of capital was sunk in those buildings, and 
that they required a continuous outlay for their maintenance 
The tax, therefore, ought to be taken off the buildings and 
put on the land. The land was not of man's creation. 
They put up a building, they taxed it, and, therefore, they 
put a tax on thrift and on industry. So far as land was con-
cerned, it was only the presence of crowds of people which 
made the value of the land, and it was the people who 
created that value who should get something out of it. 
Another point was that the adoption of the principle was 
going to prevent in Johannesburg something which the Old 
Country had suffered in the past, and that was the housing 
problem, and the question of the slums. Land would be 
more accessible to the workers, and that would have the 
effect of pre^nt ing overcrowding, and in that connection 
it ought to appeal to every member of the Council. In 
conclusion, he said that if they taxed industry they were 
going the right way about it 10 extirguish induitiy ; if ihey 
taxed savings then they tended to decrease savings. Hew-
ever much they taxed lard, it was still there, and it could 
not run away ; it only made it necessaiy for the owners lo 
use their lard lo the best sdiantage. 

Mr. Jeppe replied with ihe usual objections. He doubted 
the wisdom of following the example of New Zealand End 
Australia, and declared that the tax would frighten away the 
foreign investor. 

The discustion was resumed on May 21st, when other 15 
speakers for and against entered with much spirit and par-
tisanship into this most interesting debate. 

M R . N I V E N ' S R E P L Y . 
He thought that Mr Whiteside, Mr. Ellis, and himself 

could claim credit in that they had introduced to the notice 
of the Council a subject which had been shown to be one 
of widespread interest, and he very much doubted whether 
so many councillors had ever spoken on any previous 
occasion. The principle of delay had been used, but that 
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was a common argument brought up when any question 
was submitted for consideration, which possibly taxed the 
ability of some members who were anxious to avoid a vote. 
They had been told that the councillors had no mandate to 
dircuss or vote on that question, but, for his own part, on 
the different occasions when he had addressed the rate-
payers of Johannesburg he had never failed to raise the 
question, and to declare clearly his own views on it. And 
when he had done so he had found the most enthusiastic 
support. He thought there could be no doubt about the 
mandate of the ratepayers, aud he thought a great mass of 
people in the town were in favour of a relief from the 
improvements and of a tax on land alone. It would be 
quite impossible to deal with all the arguments that had 
been used, and he would only refer to a few cf them. The 
security which the town offered to the investor was not the 
value of the land or buildings, but the ability to pay the 
interest and redemption of loans, and that was the whole 
thing. The concern of the investor was whether the 
country was to be allowed to work out its own destiny. Mr. 
Jeppe had said that it was a pity that they could not have 
found better or more numerous precedents than they had 
been able to advance. Yet he (the speaker) had been able 
to show that in four British Colonies the change proposed 
had been brought about—New Zealand, New South Wales, 
Queensland, and Natal. Mr. Jeppe objected that the Natal 
Ordinance had not yet been sanctioned by the King, but he 
had seen it after it passed its third reading, and after it had 
passed both the Houses. That Ordinance included the 
very clause which they were asking the Legislative Council 
of the Transvaal to introduce in the new Ordinance. Dur-
ing the last three sessions of British Parliament the second 
reading of a Bill had been carried in the Commons, and 
before this present Parliament weht out of office he (Mr. 
Jeppe) would find a measure carried by an enormous majority 
bearing very closely on the proposal before the Council. 
Mr. Hofmeyr had characterised the proposal as spoliation, 
but surely Mr. Hofmeyr forgot that the ground in Johannes-
burg had risen from prairie value twenty years ago to 29 
millions to-day. Mr. Hofmeyr asserted that present values 
were the result of the work and expenditure of the individual, 
but the veriest tyro recognised it as beyond dispute that 
these values were the result of the presence and industry of 
the whole community. What was claimed in that proposal 
was that they should be allowed to place some additional 
burden, something like i j d . in the £ on those who had so 
enormously benefited by the presence and industry and work 
of others. Criticising Mr. Tucker's reference to the single 
tax, Mr. Niven said it was ridiculous to call this a single tax, 
when the community had to pay for their water, sanitation, 
light, and a number of other things as individuals altogether 
apart from the assessment rate. The object of the proposal 
was not to get at the small man, but to get at both large and 
small who held land out of use. Mr. Reid had suggested 
that the effect of the motion would be to throw the burden 
on the outside of the town, but the great proportion of the 
29 millions he had referred to was the value of land right in 
the centre of the town. This would slightly increase the 
rates on persons in the outskirts, but as three-quarters of 
the total value of the land in Johannesburg was within the 
two mile radius, it must be apparent that the tendency was 
rather to throw the burden from outside into the centre 
rather than the other way about. As an illustration of this 
Mr. Niven stated that stand-holders in Turffontein who had 
built upon their stands, and who now paid £5 3s. id. on 
the 2 Jd. basis, would then pay, through the 4d. rate on land, 
£1 6s. 8d. Stand-holders in Rosettenville, who had paid 
£5 13s. 9d. on their land and buildings would pay £113s. 4d. 
In conclusion, Mr. Niven drew attention to the fact that in 
the Colonies where the principle had been adopted none of 
the evil results prophesied by councillors had come about, 
but, on the contrary, prosperity had followed, and he failed 
to see why they should not look for similar advantages to 
follow its introduction here. 

The vote was then taken, and there voted for the motion, 
Messrs. Lane, Leake, Frazer, Whiteside, Ellis, Ware, Napier, 
Niven, Pim; against, Messrs. Krause, Reid, M'Lea, Heart, 
Brown, Graumann, Evans, Jeppe, Hancock, Steytler, Gold-
mann, Soutter, Hofmeyr, Moffat, Forrest, Chudleigh, and 
Tucker. The motion was theiefore defeated by 17 votes to 9. 

Scottish Motes an& flews. 
[Sco t t i sh r eade r s ol Latui Valuts a r e inv i ted to send news for this 

c o l u m n . R e p o r t s ol m e e t i n g s , or a n y r e f e r ence by pub l i c m e n , or 
pub l i c bod i e s , to the l and ques t ion , or t h e t axa t ion of land values 
will be a p p r e c i a t e d . ] 

Some of our press correspondents, besides their letters to 
the editors of the daily and evening papers, have an eye to 
prominent individuals whose public utterances on the land 
question or social problems leaves them liable to attack. 
Many of these good people receive letters 011 the subject 
from our members. Some of this seed, of course, is cast 
on stoney ground, but always a portion falls on fertile soil. 
We have read many timely letters of this kind sent by our 
enthusiastic supporters to private individuals, and have 
nothing but the highest praise for such efforts. 

• « * 

Mr. G. writes, 10th Ju ly :—"I have just read the follow-
ing in the British Weekly of 5th inst., under the heading 
'Church and Fireside' :—'Mr. Meyer (Rev. F. B. Meyer, 
London), added that as he travelled towards Birmingham 
with Mr. Silvester Home and his brother, Mr. Fred. Home, 
the conversation turned on the Land Laws, and that all 
three resolved that they would never rest until these unjust 
laws were altered.' 

"About this time last year I wrote Mr. Meyer, and got 
from him the nicest letter I have yet had from any minister. 
He had at first laid aside my letter, he said, but later come 
back to it, and read it again more than once. These few 
lines in the British Weekly make me feel that my wotk is 
not lost, and so I keep pegging away at the 'black coats.'" 

» * « 

Mr. Alex. M'Kendrick contributed ( 4 / 7 / 0 6 ) a very 
opportune letter to the Land Values Taxation discussion, 
appearing in the Glasgow Herald. Commenting on the 
examination of Dr. Murray, ex-Dean of the Faculty of 
Procurators, Glasgow, by the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, Mr. M'Kendrick says:—"When a 
learned legal luminary gravely informs a Parliamentary 
Committee in one breath that ' there must be a certain 
amount of value in any piece of land,' and in the next 
declares that ' building land has no value at all unless it is 
built upon,' one begins to wonder whether forty years' 
expeiience in legal practice will not in the future be 
regarded as a disqualification for holding any views upon 
social affairs except those that are hopelessly biassed by the 
said experience." 

• • * 

Mr. David Elder, of the Glasgow Town-Clerk's Office, has 
been appointed Chief-Assistant Assessor. Mr. Elder 
qualified for the post as secretary for the Municipal Com-
mittee on the Taxation of Land Values, and should be of 
great assistance to Mr. Henry, his new chief, when the tax 
comes to be applied. 

* * * 

T H E SINGF.R M A C H I N E C O Y . A N D H I G H T A X E S : A N 
E C H O O F T H E V A L E OF L E V E N B R A N C H M E E T I N G . — 
Wm. Ryan writes:—"In a recent issue is a report of a 
meeting of the Vale of Leven Branch of the League for the 
Taxation of Land Values. A questioner asks—' Would the 
taxation of land values not hurt industry ? I am informed 
that the Singer Company in America threatened to remove 
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when faced with the agitation for the taxation of land 
values.' 

" Doubtless, the question refers to the Singer Sewing 
Machine Company, and it shows how very badly the truth 
is sometimes distorted. In 1892 there was an investigation 
by a Joint Committee of the Senate and Assembly of the 
State of New York in relation to taxation. At a hearing in 
New York, Michael Colman, for twenty years deputy or 
commissioner of taxes, testified that the Singer Sewing 
Machine Company removed from the City of New York 
because of the tax upon its personal property. He said that 
many other large factories had removed for the same reason. 

" T h e Singer Company removed to the State of New 
Jersey, where the tax upon real estate is the same as in the 
City of New York, but where the tax upon personal 
property, while nearly the same in law, has been much 
less rigidly enforced. Mr. Coleman said, further, that he 
would guarantee that if the tax were removed from personal 
property altogther, the assessed value of real estate would 
increase enormously." 

* • * 

In a racy article on "Glasgow," appearing in "Scribner's 
Magazine" for July, Mr. Frederick C. Howe makes out that 
the Glasgow people started to demand the taxation of land 
values because the " cheap " car service sent up the value. 
Perhaps this is the only way Scribner would take the poison ! 
" T h e Glasgow man," Mr. Howe further explains, " is proud 
because he owns the trams, the gas, the water, the electric 
light supply, and the telephones. . . The city is his 
parent. It cares for him, and it is worth working for." If 
we did not know this city of ours, with all its sordidness and 
human misery, with 60 per cent, of its citizens living in 
houses of one and two rooms, its physical and intellectual 
hunger, this Scribner article would persuade us it were an 
earthly paradise—the hope of Democracy. 

* « • 

We express our thanks to the many friends who have 
lately sent us new name5 and addresses of people interested 
in the land question, for the purpose of forwarding copies of 
Land Values and other explanatory literature. We are 
very anxious that this part of the office work should 
develop, and invite any extension on these lines. Send us 
the names and addresses, and we will gladly undertake to 
implement our part of the agreement. 

» « * 
As we go to press, we learn that ex-Bailie Peter Burt, 

J.P., Glasgow, is the witness to be examined by the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons on the Land Values 
Taxation (Scotland) Bill, Monday, 30th July. Mr. Burt's 
statement of evidence is a most complete and informing 
document, which should invite an interesting cross-
examination. He brought the question first before the 
Glasgow Town Council in 1889, and in 1895 carried the 
motion in the Council that, under the leadership of the late 
Bailie John Ferguson, culminated in the now powerful 
Municipal Conference Committee for the Taxation of Land 
Values. Mr. Burt, by his able and long years' service in 
the movement, is a recognised authority on the subject. 
He knows the present system of taxation in Scotland in all 
its ramifications, is an able debater, and is never happier 
than when answering questions. 

» • * 
Mr. Joseph Leggat, San Francisco, writes, enclosing his 

subscription to Land Values:—" The tender sympathy 
extended to us in the trying ordeal through which we have 
been called to pass will ever be held in grateful remembrance 
by the little band of Single Taxers in San Francisco. Please 
convey to the members of your League our heartfelt 
thanks." 

• • • 

At a recent meeting of the Glasgow Town Council a pro-
posal emmating from the Finance Committee, to dispose of 
52J acres of land at the average price, .£600 per acre, or 

.£31,500 in all, was discussed. In the course of the debate 
Bailie Forsyth proposed as an amendment, " T h a t the 
matter be taken back for consideration as to the advisability 
of the Corporation themselves erecting buildings on the 
land." He pointed out " That the extension of the tram-
ways from Springburn to Bishopbriggs had led to the price 
of ground for tenements being increased from £ 1 2 to £ 5 0 
per acre. So that they would not need to wait very long 
until the ground in question was more valuable." 

Biilie Forsyth's illustration is in favour of taxing land 
values, thereby overthrowing land monopoly, while his con-
tention shows the power of the landowner, by a " waiting 
policy," to take the increasing values due to municipal 
progress. 

* * * 

In a leading article on the Debate at the Greenock Town 
Council last month on the question of instructing Mr. 
Robert Hamilton, the Assessor of the Town, to give 
evidence before the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons on the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill, 
1906, the Greenock Telegraph says :— 

" If Mr. Hamilton tells a tale on the lines of Bailie 
Steel, it will open the eyes of the members of the 
Select Committee. In the matter of landlordism run 
to the level of selfish grabbing, Greenock furnishes 
not a bad object lesson." 

The Land Values taxation members of the Council are 
enthusiastic over Mr. Hamilton's precis of evidence which 
he is to submit to the Committee. 

# * # 

Mr. J. S. Weir, Melbourne, and Mr. J. Ryan, Sydney, 
were among the visitors last month to the League Rooms at 
13 Dundas Street, Glasgow. We are hoping to have a visit 
this month from Mr. P. J. Firth of Sydney who was present 
and spoke at the Annual Meeting of the English League 
held at Clifford's Inn Hall, Fleet Street, London, 18/7/06. * * * 

D E S O L A T E HIGHLANDS.—Speaking at a City Company's 
dinner on the subject of the Army, Lord Dundonald said 
" i t was the Highlanders of Scotland who contributed so 
large a share to the formation of this mighty Empire; yet 
now, alas, no human voice is heard in many of those 
northern glens which produced these splendid men; all is 
silent as the grave." 

• • * 

The Secretary of the League is to address the opening 
meeting of the Highland Crofters' and Cottars' Association, 
at Fort-William, 10th inst. The objects of this new 
organisation a r e : — " T o assert the rights of the Highland 
Crofters and Cottars, and to have their interests and 
grievances brought more prominently before Parliament and 
the country; to arrest depopulation of rural districts, and 
to re-people all parts of the country at present devoted to 
sport and grazing, suitable for agriculture and re-afforesta-
tion; to defend cases of hardship and injustice arising from 
the operation of the present land laws ; to raise funds to 
organise the voting power of the Crofter Counties; to ensure 
the adequate representation of the crofting interest in the 
House of Commons; to assist the movement for the in-
dustrial development of the Highlands, and, if found 
expedient, to publish a monthly journal in the interest of the 
Crofters and Cottars." 

B y M a k i n g H o m e B e a u t i f u l , Y o u M a k e H o m e H a p p y . 

D. C. THOMSON, 
Pract loa l C a r v e r , G i lder , and P i c t u r e F r a m e M a k e r , 

135 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD, GLASGOW. 
C o r d , Rings, Chains, Rods , a n d H o o k s S o l d . Oil P a i n t i n g s C l e a n e d 

V a r n i s h e d , R e s t o r e d , a n d R e l i n e d . O l d P r n t s R e p a i r e d . 
Oil a n d W a t e r - C o l o u r T u b e s a n d B r u s h e s S o l d . 

N a t i o n a l Telephone. No.167 X 2. 
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ENGLISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION 
OF LAND VALUES. 

A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 

The twenty-third annual meeting of the League was held 
on July i8tb, in the Hall of Clifford's Inn, London. The 
hall was well filled with members and friends of the League, 
including many representative members from the provinces, 
and the proceedings from first to last were marked by a 
sustained interest and enthusiasm. 

In moving the adoption of the annual report, Mr. J. H. 
Whitley, M.P., president, said that the past year, which had 
included a general election, had been one of great activity 
and importance. Next to l*ree Trade, or rather along with 
Free Trade, and as a part of Free Trade, the Taxation of 
Land Values had been the question of the day. The free-
ing of the land was indeed a greater part of Free Trade 
than the removal of taxes on imports. The election had 
effectually shut the sluice-gates against the flood of Protec-
tionist heresies. It is even more important to open the 
gates to the irrigating streams of real Free Trade truths. 
The democracy must be urged to the more important step 
of the completion of Free Trade by the opening up of the 
land to industry. He thought that "Taxation of Land 
Values " was not the best possible description of the object 
of the League, which was, not to put a new burden on men, 
but to liberate them from old trammels. The putting on of 
a tax always appears to be the imposing of a new burden. 
But taxation of land values means the placing of necessary 
taxation on land values, instead of on imports and the 
results of industry. Land values form the natural fund from 
which the necessary expenditure of the community should 
be defrayed. It is disastrous to pile taxation on things we 
want more of, such as houses, &c., instead of putting it on 
that natural fund which is only waiting for us to take it. 
This was a great movement for liberating the springs of 
industry, for bringing about an industrial progress and an 
increased prosperity which would far exceed the blessings 
of the last sixty years arising from the removal of taxes on 
imports ; for letting the land come freely to the man or men 
who could use it best. An old Book said hard things 
about the man who was " withholding " corn. It was now 
time to deal with the men who were "withholding" land. 
The method advocated by the League was not directed 
against persons, and did not even, in the real sense, impose 
a penalty even on the man who was withholding land. It 
would bring about such a re-distribution of taxation that he 
would find it to his own interest not to withhold it. We 
must press forward our cause in the rural districts as much 
as in the towns. Even if the first step was to be a small 
one, let it be universal; first a universal valuation, and 
then, step by step, a removal of taxation from the im-
provements on land everywhere on to the value of the 
land itself. He had lately addressed a meeting in a rural 
district, at which a number of district councillors were 
present, and had found that the imposition of a tax of 
one penny in the £ on the capital value of land in that 
district would reduce the rates on houses, shops, and im-
provements by is. 4d. in the £ In that district, land for 
a cow to live on cost £30, but if the same land were wanted 
for a man to live on, it cost .£300. 

The annual report was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Lewis H. Berens, Hon. General Treasurer, sub-

mitted and commented on the statement of receipts and 
payments, and balance sheet of the past year. 

The Rev. Stewart D. Heaalam, B.A., who had served 
as acting-treasurer during Mr. Berens' absence for part of 
the year, seconded. 

Both speakers made an urgent appeal for increased 
financial support. The statement was adopted. 

The re-election of Mr. Whitley as President, and the 
election or re-election of the other officers of the League, 
was moved by Mr. P. J. Firth, President of the Darlington 

Single Tax League, New South Wales, and seconded by Mr. 
J. C. Durant, of Croydon, one of the original founders of 
the League. All the nominations by the Executive were 
carried, with the addition of Mr. Donald Murray as one of 
the Vice-Presidents. 

Mr. W. R. Lester, M.A., sometime President of the 
Scottish League, moved :— 

"Tha t in the opinion of this meeting the true 
remedy for the evils of unemployment and sweating 
lies in a fundamental change in the relation between 
land and labour, such as would be brought about by the 
taxation of land values." 

He pointed out that everywhere the questions of land and 
labour were being linked together; witness the "Garden 
City" movement, and the many schemes for putting 
"unemployed men on unemployed land." But these 
schemes were only partial. What was wanted was some-
thing that would act over the whole field of industry. We 
must go to the fountain head. Under the present system, 
we backed up the people who were holding natural resources 
out of use. If we could put pressure on these, the outlook 
would be changed. Our weapon is a two-edged one. It 
would help by driving lard into use, and it would also help 
by taking taxation off the results of industry. The result 
would be "a great bound forward" in industry. The un-
employed labourer would be absorbed. It was the unem-
ployed man who kept down wages and gave rise to sweating. 
He quoted an instance in which 200 men would have found 
employment on mineral land if it had not been for the 
demand for heavy royalties. 

Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., in seconding the resolu-
tion, gave an account of the progress of the movement in 
Parliament, and emphasised the advantages of the taxation 
of land values in checking speculation in land, and in doing 
away with the present taxes on improvements. 

The resolution was supported by Mr. John Paul, editor 
of Land Values, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Alfred Billson, M.P., briefly moved :— 
"That no measure for the taxation of land values 

will be satisfactory which does not provide for a 
general and uniform method of assessing the value of 
land apart from buildings and other improvements, and 
for a uniform tax on such assessment over the whole of 
the kingdom." 

This was seconded by Mr. Crompton LI. Davies, M.A., 
a former President of the League, who outlined a pos-
sible alternative proposal for transferring all local rates from 
rateable value to land value. 

The Rev. Thomas Hill, M.A., vicar of North Somercotes, 
supported the resolution, which was unanimously carried. 

A hearty vote of thanks accorded to the chairman, on 
the motion of Mr. Arthur Withy, seconded by Mr. E. 
Hatzfeld, brought to a close one of the most successful 
annual meetings of recent years. 
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ENGLISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION 
OF LAND VALUES. 

Annual Report for the yea r ended June 30th, 1906. 

The Executive submit to the members of the League a 
brief summary of the work of the League during the twenty-
third year of its activity. 

The twenty-second annual meeting was held on July 
19th, 1905, in London. Mr. J. H. Whitley, M.P., was 
re-elected president, and resolutions dealing with the un-
employed question, and with the redistribution of the 
burdens of taxation between urban and rural districts, were 
discussed and carried. 

Lectures have been delivered, or public meetings ad-
dressed, by representatives of the League, at the following 
places:— 

London (29), Alexandria (N.B.), Bradford (6), 
Birmingham, Bankfoot, Barnoldswick, Bingley, Biggles-
wade, Brighouse, Berkhampstead, Burley-in-Wharfedale, 
Chester, Croydon (2), Chickenley, Cowling, Crickle-
wood, Dewsbury (2), Enfield, Karby, Glasgow (2), 
Greetland, Halifax (4), Hebden Bridge, Huddersfield 
(6), llaworth, Idle, Keighley (5), Leeds, Leicester, 
Manchester, Milnsbridge, Oxenhope, Oxted, Penistone, 
Ramsey (2), Rye Paik, Ravensthorp, Silsden (2), 
Skipton (2), St. Margaret's - on - Thames, Turnford, 
Thornton (3), Todmorden, Thornsbridge, Warrington 
(2) West Ham (3), Walthamstow (5), Windhill, 
Wetherby, and York (3). 

Members of the League have addressed a large number 
of meetings, in addition to those enumerated above, during 
the General Election, but the hurried conditions under 
which arrangements for speakers at election meetings have 
to be made, render it impossible to give a list of them. 

Mr. Ockel has been holding regular meetings in Warring-
ton, and Mr. W. R. Foster is now addressing a series of 
meetings in all the wards of the Walthamstow Liberal 
Association. A member of the League has lately reported 
ten meetings addressed by him during the election in the 
Eastbourne Division of Sussex. His experience, which is 
fully confirmed by that of the League members who attended 
the recent meetings of Ramsey allotment-holders, seems to 
show that the rural districts are quite as ready as the towns 
to respond to an active propaganda in favour of the taxation 
of land values. 

The Third Annual Dinner, in commemoration of the life 
and work of Henry George, was held last September. 

A very wide distribution of literature, especially of leaflets, 
kept the office busy during the General Election. Two new 
leaflets, viz., " Questions for Candidates " (jointly issued by 
the English and Scotch Leagues), and " T h e I.and Question 
and the Unemployed" (by the general secretary, reprinted 
from the Cooperative Neios), were specially issued for the 
election. Mr. W. R. Lester, M.A., has contributed a number 
of articles on the land question to provincial newspapers, 
and has published a pamphlet in reply to Professor Smart's 
attack on the single tax. Mr. C. P. Trevelyan, M.P., has 
written, for Mr. Stead's series (" Coming Men on Coming 
Questions "), a pamphlet on " Land Taxation and the use of 
l.and." Special note may be made of the correspondence 
carried on in the Cooperative Aews by Mr. Arthur H . Weller, 
and in the Tribune by Mr. E. Hatzfeld, Mr. J. C. Wedg-
wood, M.P., and the General Secretary. The Executive 
hope, as soon as funds permit, to republish as a leaflet 
Mr. Verinder's article on " The Government and the Un-
employed " (Tribune, June ist, and July Land Values), and 
a new and valuable pamphlet now being prepared by Mr. 
Wedgwood. 

The following organisations have been affiliated to the 
League during the past year :— 

York League for the Taxation of Land Values. 
Hebden Bridge Liberal Club. 
Gladstone Liberal Club, Barnoldswick. 
Moss Side Liberal Club, Manchester. 
East Hunslet Liberal Association. 
Skipton Liberal Club. 

The first-named is a local Society for the City of York, 
organised about a year ago by Mr. C. W. Sorensen, with 
help from Mr. Skirrow and other Yorkshire members. 

The work of the Yorkshire district, under the manage-
ment of a local committee, has been continued with 
unabated vigour during the past year. The Executive 
desire once more to place on record their high opinion of 
the services rendered to the cause by Mr. Fred. Skirrow, the 
Yorkshire agent—an opinion which, they are glad to know, 
is shared by every member of the League who has come 
into contact with him. The League has been fortunate in 
securing, on what promises to be a sound financial basis, 
the continuance of his services as agent for another three 
years. 

The Tyneside Branch of the League worked very hard 
during the Election, and may congratulate itself on the fact 
that the Members returned to Parliament for the two 
counties in which it works are all but solid in support of the 
taxation of land values. 

A definite movement has been made during the past few 
months towards the formation of a strong Lancashire Branch 
of the League. Special thanksare due to three members—Mr. 
L. W. Zimmerman (who was largely responsible for the 
defeat of Mr. Balfour in East Manchester), Mr. H. Elverston, 
and I)r. P. M'Dougall (who is acting as provisional secretary) 
—for taking the preliminary steps in this matter. In reply 
to a circular issued by this committee, 65 members have 
already joined the Branch, including 4 Members of Parlia-
ment. The untiring activity of Mr. R. Ockel, of Warrington, 
in distributing literature and holding meetings, has led to 
the formation of a strong and growing group of members in 
that town. Help has also been promised by some old friends 
of the League in Accrington. Towards the end of the 
summer, the Executive hope to take steps to complete the 
organisation of the Branch, with a view to an active campaign 
in the autumn and winter. 

The Executive record with deep regret the loss during 
the year of Mr. Theodore Llewelyn Davies, Mr. T. P. 
Wood (one of the founders of the League), and of the 
veteran Bailie Ferguson, of Glasgow, who passed away 
while the House of Commons was discussing the Bill to the 
promotion of which he had given so many years of his life. 

At the General Election—the most important event of 
the past year—60 members of the League stood as 
candidates, of whom 45 were successful. The number 
of our members in Parliament is now increased to 50. 
The President of the League, at the request of the 
Executive, undertook the promotion of a Sessional Com-
mittee for promoting the Taxation of Land Values. This 
committee now numbers about 280 members. The 
President of the League is chairman, and two members of 
the League (Mr. Jos. C. Wedgwood, M.P., and Mr. 
Crompton LI. Davies) act as secretaries. The committee 
has prepared and submitted to the Government draft 
clauses for the valuation of land, and is considering a 
definite scheme for a Budget Tax on Land Values. At the 
suggestion of the committee, the Government has issued as 
a white paper (No. 173 of 1906) a translation of Prussian 
State Documents as to the introduction of the Assessment 
Real Estate on the basis of its market value for local 
purposes (Wyman & Sons, Felter Lane, London, E.C.; a id.) 

The Scottish Bill for the Taxation of Land Values "was 
read a second time on March 23rd by a majority of 258. 
It has since been referred to a select committee, which is 
at knowing evidence with regard to it. 



August, 1906. Land Values. 4 9 

E N G L I S H N E W S A N D NOTES. 

[Al l commun ica t i ons respec t ing this c o l u m n should be sent to the 
Genera l Secre ta ry , Engl i sh League for the Taxa t ion of Lar.d 
Values, 376 and 377 S t r and , London , W.C-1 

The Hon. General Treasurer writes:—"As our members 
will have seen from the published statement of receipts and 
payments, we have been able to close the financial year, 
1905 06, in a somewhat better position than last year. The 
special expenditure involved by the General Election has 
been defrayed, and our nett liabilities, which last year were 
increased over £65 have been reduced by neaily £ 2 0 . 
This satisfactory result, however, has only been made 
possible by the generous response made during the closing 
months of the year to a special fund, inaugurated by our old 
friend, Mr. J. C. Durant, of Croydon, and by a special 
subscription of .£40 from another staunch supporter of our 
work in America. 

» # 

" Under these circumstances, I trust my fellow-members 
will pardon me if I take advantage of this opportunity to 
urge on them the need for renewed and increased support. 
The fight is now only commencing in earnest. Our 
opponents have now been forced into the open field, where 
we must be prepaied to meet thern in a manner worthy of 
our cause. The following summary analysis of our receipts 
and payments of the past year will, I trust, suffice to show 
the meagre resources at our command, and the urgent need 
for increased financial support. Our total annual revenue, 
including the amounts above-mentioned, but excluding the 
Yorkshire Branch, as well as sales of literature, which leave 
little or no margin of profit, amounts to £ 5 1 5 . Of this 
amount, .£273 was absorbed by salaries; over ^ 5 0 by office 
rent, cleaning, etc.; over £50 by the purchase and postage 
of our monthly official organ, Land Values; repayment of 
loans, in reduction of liabilities, £20 • which leaves a 
balance of about £ 1 2 0 for other unavoidable expenses and 
necessary propaganda work. This is manifestly insufficient, 
and involves our neglecting much desirable and necessary 
work. Moreover, we are paying our two officials most 
insufficient salaries, which we have not been able to increase 
for many, many years. 

• •» * 

" This, then, is the position, and these are the facts that 
impel me to make an earnest appeal to my fellow-members 
for increased financial assistance. I feel sure that at least 
some of those who now subscribe 2/6 could easily increase 
their subscriptions to 5/- or 10/-; that some of those now 
subscribing the orthodox guinea could provide us with the 
much more useful £ 5 note; and that some of the few who 
are to-day subscribing £ 5 would not at the end of the year 
find their bank balance materially reduced if they were to 
increase their orders on their bankers to £ 5 0 . By this 
means the executive of the league would be saved many 
hours of harassing anxiety ; our financial position would be 
made worthy of our cause; much useful and necessary work 
could be undertaken that has now, perforce, to be neglected ; 
and we could support our small staff in a manner more in 
keeping with the important work they are called upon to 
perform. I trust soon to have tangible proof that this urgent 
appeal has not been made in vain."—LEWIS H . B E R E N S , 
Hon. Gen. Treasurer. 

• •* • 

Mr. Walter Coad, of the London Executive, recently 
delivered his presidential address on, " A National System 
of Secular Education to be paid for by a Tax on Land 
Values," to the West Ham Class Teachers' Association. 
The Association, which is the largest of its kind in the 
country, has ordered that the address be printed and circu-
lated to its members, and that a copy be sent to each 
member of the Town Council and Education Committee. 

Following an address from Mr. W. R. Foster, of the 
London Executive, the North Ward of the Walthamstow 
Liberal and Radical Association has resolved to become 
affiliated to the English League. 

* * * 

During the early part of July, Mr. F. Skirrow addressed a 
series of open-air meetings in the Holmfiith Division of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, and reports good sales of litera-
ture. The meetings were held at Shepley, Skelmanthorpe, 
Worsborough, Crowedge, Dunford Bridge, Kirkburton, 
Penistone, and at West Vale, 26th July. "Mr. E. Hatzfeld 
has addressed a meeting in Battersea Park, and the General 
Secretary has spoken at Trinity Congregational Church, 
Hackney. 

• • t 

" T h e other day," writes a member of the league from 
Llanfairfechan, " I and my family visited the Aber waterfalls 
' belonging ' to Lord Penrhyn. Our landau had to stop at 
Aber Bridge, a full mile from the Falls. We had to walk 
for three-quarters of an hour along a very bad footpath, and 
to climb over halfa dozen high fences and walls, over wild 
rocky places, etc. The consequence was that in spite of the 
charming scenery all along the valley, we met during an 
hour and a half's walk only three young people (older ones 
cannot take the walk at all). If the valley were provided 
with a dccent road, at least a hundred hotels and boarding-
houses would be built and work would be provided for 
thousands. Valleys of smaller extent and less natural charm 
in Germany (I mention only Schierke in the Harz mountains) 
have in the last fifteen years erected about that number of 
hotels, which do not in the least spoil the beautiful country, 
but, being built in artistic style, they rather add to the charm 
of the scenery. 

• * * 

" A tax on land values," he adds, " on this little gold 
mine, based upon its best possible use, would soon bring 
the noble lord to his senses, and the small Aber Railway 
Station would become perhaps one of the most important in 
Wales. In time, some of the bare mountain sides might be 
afforested with pine trees, and consumptive hospitals built 
to much better purpose than the treatment in London with 
artificial ozone." 

# » « 

The best thanks of the executive are due and are hereby 
tendered to Mr. Richard A. Witty, A.S.A.A., Incorporated 
Accountant, of 17 and 18 Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
for the great care and thoroughness with which he audited 
the league's accounts. Mr. Dickinson, who was elected 
auditor a year ago, was unable to take the audit owing to 
ill-health, and Mr. Witty very kindly stepped into the breach 
at only a day or two's notice. 

* * * 

The Executive have decided that the Annual Dinner of 
the League, in commemoration of the life and work of 
Henry George, shall be held on Monday, September 24th. 
It is hoped that a larger number of provincial and Scotch 
friends may thus be able to pay a week-end visit to London 
and be present at the dinner. Full particulars will be given 
in our next number. 

FRF.DK. VERINDF.R, Gen. Sec, E.L.T.L.V. 

PROGRESS IN GERMANY. 
The " DEUTSCHE VOLKSTIMME," Organ of the 

" League of German Land Reformers," published 
twice a month. Edited by Adolf Damaschke, 
Berlin N. W.23 Lessingstr. 11. 

S u b s c r i p t i o n P r i ce , 6/- p e r A n n u m . 

G r e a t progress having been m a d e in G e r m a n y of late years in reform-
ing the laws of land tenure and taxat ion, this jou rna l offers valuable 
informat ion to all who seek to obta in facts a n d precedents for such 
measure as tend to fu r the r the cause of land r e f o r m . 
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B A C K T O F I R S T P R I N C I P L E S . 

W h a t is Jus t ice? ask many to whom cruel fact alone will p rove 
responsive I t is l ike jes t ing Pi la te ' s quest ion " What is t ruth ? " 

r S L" e •U . f ' f h a < 1 n o t t h e s m a l l e s t c h a n c e <° ascertain what was 
ru h. Th ick serene opaci ty veiled those smiling eyes of his to 

, , " , ' • ' . V,°, n , a n > ' m e n a s " " " e are in a nat ion who can see 
Heaven s invisible just ice and know it to be on ear th also omni-
poten t , so many men are there who s tand between that nation and 
perdit ion. So many , no more. 

Proper ly speaking the land belongs to these t w o : to the Almighty 
G o d , and to all His chi ldren who ever have worked on it, or who 
e v " s 5 a 1 1 L a n d > w i l h o r w i t h o u t P loughing is the gift 
of God . T h e last s t roke of labour bestowed on it is not the making 
of its value, b u t only the increasing thereof .—Carly le . 

THE skillful navigator does not occupy too much of 
his t ime in the s tudy of his char ts or the checking of 
his bearings, ye t if he be wise he will f requent ly keep 
his eyes directed to the fixed stars, and restore his 
confidence by communion with the Eterna l Verities. 
On ly so can he hope to combat the cross-currents 
and perplexingly changeful winds tha t threaten at 
every momen t to deflect him from his t rue course. 
On ly by this means can he maintain his integrity 
of spiri t and purpose, his digni ty of mind, and his 
phi losophic calm. 

Such a feeling as this may possibly have arisen in 
the mind of more than one single t axe r as a conse-

quence of the bewildering whirlwind of opinion tha t 
has been blowing around our heads in Scot land dur ing 
the last few weeks ; and the grim phan tasmal forms of 
difficulty and danger which have arisen from the vasty 
deep of men's imaginations. T o abandon metaphor , 
the fears suggested and the direful consequences 
predicted by newspaper writers and witnesses before 
the Par l iamentary Commit tee on the Bill for t axa t ion 
of land values might cause us to waver in our faith 
were we not firmly anchored to the first principles by 
which we stand. It m a y be useful, therefore, for our 
solace and the s t rengthening of those who are weaker 
tha t we should f requent ly amid the dus t and confusion 
of controversy re-affirm the fundamenta l tenets of our 
creed. 

We may venture upon the assertion tha t the bot tom 
t ruth of the new political phi losophy of economic 
freedom, the failure to apprehend which marks the 
point at which the old economists wandered into the 
bypa ths of error, lies in the definition of the term 
Land. Whi le some of the o r thodox writers recognized 
the wrongfulness of private proper ty in land, all seem 
to have assumed tha t land might be included in the 
category of wealth or commodities. 

Now, this initial error has, we contend, been the 
parent of most of the other blunders into which our 
political phi losophy has fallen. If we define land as 
wealth, there seems no reason why we should not 
include in the definition technical skill, muscular 
s t rength, brute force, or any other power by which we 
produce the necessaries of life. Indeed, there seems 
no logical reason why we should not call life itself 
wealth, and reckon a man as possessed of riches in 
virtue of being alive instead of dead. Such is the 
reductio ad absurdum of this pr imary error of human 
judgmen t . 

T h e t ruth is, as we now perceive it, tha t land in the 
t rue economic sense is not a thing, a commodi ty , an 
item in the category of wealth, but is merely a possi-
bility, an oppor tuni ty , a condition under which wealth 
m a y be called into existence—an integral par t of the 
total i ty of our life conditions. He rbe r t Spencer 's best 
definition of life is t ha t it is " t he continuous ad jus t -
ment of inner relations to outer relations." These 
outer relations may be compressed into one word, 
L a n d — l a n d in its broad sense as including water, air, 
sunshine, and every natural oppor tuni ty by the aid of 
which man lives out the life tha t is in him, and with-
out the aid of which the life within him goes down or 
dies out like a flame deprived of oxygen . Professor 
H e n r y Jones says tha t "character is internalized 
environment." Profoundly t rue ; but the environment 
in its last analysis is Land—room to live, oppor tuni ty 
to labour, freedom to express the inner life, to exter -
nalize character, to internalize environment , to ad jus t 
the inner to the outer relations. W i t h the dicta, then, 
both of the scientist and the philosopher we are in 
entire ag reement ; but we maintain tha t land is the 
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sum total of those outer relations which must be 
" ad jus ted " to inner relations tha t life may express 
itself fully and freely; tha t land in its large and true 
sense is the environment which " internalizes" itself 
as character . 

Hav ing reached these convictions, it becomes clear 
tha t to control land is to control for good or ill human 
life. T o restrict the use of land is to restrict human 
activity, and to prevent the development of life to its 
highest level. T o exac t a rent for the use of land and 
regard it as private proper ty is to rob human i ty of the 
product of its toil and to lower the qual i ty and intensity 
of its life. It is to produce a hopeless dispari ty between 
external and internal re la t ions; it is to create a 
degrading envi ronment which internalizes itself as 
degraded character. 

On the other hand to assert equal r ights to the use 
of land is to assert the right of each one of us to live 
out to the fullest such life as is in him ; to spontane-
ously ad jus t without h indrance his internal faculties 
to his outward conditions. Th i s assertion of r ight 
may be stated in the formula tha t when one man holds 
a favourable position on the earth to the exclusion of 
others, just ice demands tha t he should compensa te 
those others by pay ing into the public purse the 
differential value of his piece of land as compared with 
the opportuni t ies which still remain open and un-
appropriated. 

T h e principle is so incontestably jus t and so 
exceedingly simple, tha t in its l ight we believe obstacles 
and impediments will gradual ly d isappear like 
morning mists before the sun. Difficulties in its 
application must however be faced and dealt with, but 
we shall overcome them the more readily if we keep 
ourselves in constant touch with our fundamenta l 
principle. W e must i terate and rei terate the first 
proposition in our philosophy, tha t land is not a 
commodi ty of like na ture with things m a d e by human 
e f fo r t ; tha t land in its last analysis is life and liberty. 
Wi th this principle as our shield of defence we may 
face any difficulties and object ions ; without it we are 
liable to be driven about by many of the fierce winds 
of doctr ine and s torms of prejudice tha t blow about 
our ears, and which will continue to blow until the 
t ruth prevails. 

Pe rhaps the most difficult opponent to deal with is 
not he who tells us tha t the separat ion of land value 
from proper ty cannot be done, or tha t the expense of 
such a valuat ion would far exceed the advantage ; 
or the o ther man who tells us that a t a x on land value 
would s top feuing and building and intensify the 
problem of unemployment . None of such men have 
yet come within sight of our first proposition, i.e. 
tha t the use of land is the other and complementary 
half of life ; tha t to restrict the use of land is to lower 
both the quant i ty and qual i ty of life. T h e doubter 
with whom it is most difficult to deal is the sympa-
thiser who admits in a general way the just ice of the 
principle tha t socially created values should belong to 
society but who yet shrinks from what he calls the 
injustice of t ax ing out of exis tence values tha t have 
been bought and sold and invested in for generat ions 
with the sanction of society. W i t h our first principle 

in hand however, we are not without our reply to such 
an ob j ec to r—To buy and sell and invest in land value 
is unjust , because it is to traffic in human life and 
liberty, and the world as we are learning, is so con-
st i tuted tha t just ice in the end pays bet ter than in-
justice. As we might have said long ago to the slave-
owner who was threa tened with confiscation of the 
slaves he had " invested " in, tha t he would in the end 
find himself more prosperous a m o n g a communi ty of 
free men than a m o n g a crowd of slaves even if these 
bondmen were his own " p r o p e r t y " ; so we may assure 
the landowner of to-day tha t he too as a unit cell of 
the social organism will share in the heightened quali ty 
of life tha t will pulse through the veins and arteries 
and nerve-centres of the body politic when its environ-
ment is released from the grip of monopoly. H e will 
not be as now, surrounded by impecunious friends and 
relatives ; he will not be the dai ly victim of clamorous 
appeals for the suppor t of the dest i tute and un-
employed. H e will be a member of a communi ty 
tha t is sufficiently prosperous to admit of its most 
gifted members reaping the full reward of their 
except ional talents, without de t r iment to the heal thy 
and vigorous life of the common people. 

T h e progress of humani ty along the upward path 
has been the result of its tenta t ive and only partially 
successful a t t empts to get into line with the eternal 
laws of justice. A n d it is because we believe we have 
caught sight of the central principle of justice in the 
equal r ights of all to the use of the earth, tha t our 
courage and confidence increase in proportion to the 
opposit ion we encounter. T h e prophets and seers of 
all ages have seen and foreshadowed for us the truth 
tha t is now clear as noonday. 

ALEX. MACKENDKICK. 
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LAND VALUES TAXATION (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

THE GLASGOW TRADES' HOUSE. 

At a meeling of the Glasgow Trades' House held 18th 
May, the Clerk read a communication from the Merchants' 
House regarding the Bill for the Taxation of Land Values. 
Mr. Donald Stewart moved that they should petition against 
the Bill, which was strongly against the interests of the 
House. Mr. Lang moved as an amendment that a com-
mittee be appointed, with full powers, to take such action 
as they might consider necessary to preserve the interests of 
the House. Collector Macdonald remarked that, whatever 
might be their individual opinion of the Bill, as members of 
the House they must do everything they could to protect 
their interests. The Deacon-Convcner pointed out that all 
the charitable institutions in the country had agreed to 
petition against the Bill, and he thought the House should 
co-operate with those other bodies to oppose the Bill, par-
ticularly as regarded clause 7. He moved that the matter 
be remitted to the Business Committee, who would be em-
powered to take such action as he had suggested. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 
At the meeting of the General Assembly of the Church 

of Scotland, held at Edinburgh, May 27th., the Rev. Dr. 
Niven, Moderator, presiding. 

Mr. Turnbull Smith (elder), Edinburgh, made a state-
ment in regard to the feu-duties held by the committee. 
They had, he said, 4000 or 5000 feu-duties in twenty 
different towns, and the taxes on these feu-duties were 
payable twice a year. The nominal revenue was a little 
o v e r a yeari and represented a capital value 
of over a million sterling. In all cases the contract 
between the superior and the vassal was that the vassal 
paid the burden. Now, under the Taxation of Land Values 
Bill at present before Parliament, a new tax beyond the 
taxes that were at present borne by the vassal of 2s. per £ 
would be laid on the ground values. This would amount 
out of the £35,000 to about £ 6 0 0 0 a year. Other schemes 
of the Church had about £20,000 a year in feu-duties and 
ground annuals, and there was held by local authorities in 
connection with the endowment scheme somewhere about 

,000 which would be subject to this tax of 2s. per £ . 
This meant that a capital value of £150 ,000 would be at 
once knocked off their funds. He was not going into the 
economic question or the propriety of the tax. Their 
grievance was that if the Bill bacame law in its present form, 
notwithstanding that the contract was that all taxes should 
be payable by the feuar, it was proposed that this particular 
tax should not be payable by the feuar but by the superior. 

The Endowment Committee stood in the position of superior; 
it received these feu-duties on behalf of the ministers of 
quoad sacra parishes, and the effect would be that the 
minister of a parish in a mining district might have his 
stipend reduced by £ 1 2 or £ 1 6 a year. A more unjust 
proposal it would be impossible to conceive. The Lord-
Advocate had admitted that it would be wrong to do this. 
H e hoped this view would be maintained. The Endowment 
Committee realised the importance of the measure, and 
remitted to a special committee to consider the subject. 
They had met and resolved to send a memorial to the 
Government, and he had undertaken to give evidence before 
the Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. Leiper Gemmell (elder), Glasgow, was then heard in 
support of an overture from members of the House on the 
subject. The Bill, he said, affected not only the Endow-
ment Committee, but every branch of the work of the 
Church. In addition to the endowments of the Church 
there were endowments held for educational purposes and 
also on behalf of the poorer parishes. The great proportion 
of these funds happened to be invested in feu duties. And 
the Church of Scotland in this matter did not stand alone 
'1 he Bill would affect the endowments of the sister Churches 
and also the endowments of a great number of charitable 
voluntary, scientific, and educational institutions, and he 
thought it would be a great hardship and a gross injustice if 
this Bill were to affect existing contracts. He did not pro-
pose to enter, he did not think it was the Church's interest 
to enter the political arena, unless for something which 
affected the interest of the work of the Church. But he 
was instructed by the Presbytery of Glasgow to bring this 
subject before the Assembly. They had sixty-nine churches 
in Glasgow which were interested, and they had over £ 6 0 0 
a year for educational purposes; and the motion he would 
propose was that the Assembly resolve to petition Parlia-
ment against clause 7 of the Land Value (Scotland) Bill 
1906, being allowed to afTect existing contracts, and remit to 
the Church Interest Committee to draw up and lodge a 
petition, and to take such other steps as they may consider 
expedient. 

Mr. Pryde, Glasgow, seconded the motion. There were 
he said, various funds that were in the hands of kirk sessions 
for the benefit of the poor. They in Glasgow bad requested 
kirk sessions to petition against this Bill in order that these 
funds which were held exclusively for the poor might not be 
encroached on, and he fancied there was hardly an old 
parish throughout Scotland, and there were some new 
parishes that had not considerable sums held for this pur-
pose alone. There was another class which, perhaps, did 
not come within their sphere of action, and that was the 
considerable number of people with very limited incomes 
throughout the country who had invested their small savings 
in feu-duties. On behalf of all these classes he thought 
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they ought to do something in the way of petitioning 
against the Bill, and he would suggest that Presbyteries 
throughout the country should also recommend to their 
kirk sessions to petition against the Bill, in so far at least as 
it affected themselves. 

Mr. Landreth, Perth, moved a direct negative. They 
should, he said, follow the advice of Lord Balfour to keep 
out of the arena of controversy and party politics. It also 
seemed, after the admirably lucid statement made by Dr. 
Turnbull Smith and the very wise caution he gave them 
not to discuss a matter which many of them had very much 
at heart as politicians if not as Churchmen, that they should 
not mix themselves up in a matter which WJS markedly 
political. It might be said it affected the minister's pocket, 
but they must look at the larger scope of the Bill, and he 
for one would not consent as a member of the house to 
petition against a Bill, the objects of which, to his mind, 
were admirable, and which could not be taken exception to 
simply on the ground that it would cut down the income of 
the ministry. They heard a great deal about smaller 
livings. What they wanted was more exemplary lives. This 
Bill certainly sought the greatest good of the greatest num-
ber, and he had it on the highest authority that the 7th 
clause would not be retrospective. It would not affect 
existing trusts. 

Mr. Mackenzie, Longforgan, seconded. They must 
remember, he said, that the purpose of the Bill was to 
lighten the burden of taxation which pressed so heavily on 
the great body of the people in Scotland. Ministers who 
might be adversely affected had an open door to communi-
cate their views to their members of Parliament, and they 
would, no doubt take full advantage of these opportunities. 
But the Church must be very careful about going into the 
troubled arena of politics, and they should not take a step 
which might have the least appearance of going into con-
flict with the interests of the great body of the pe®ple. 

Mr. Leiper Gemmell rose to a point of order to point out 
that his motion was to petition against one single item, to 
prevent clause 7 being allowed to affect existing contracts. 
With regard to the questions raised by the Bill they did not 
express any opinion. 

Mr. Mackenzie thereupon withdrew as seconder, and no 
other seconder being found Mr. Landreth's motion fell to 
the ground. 

THE CLYDE TRUST. 
At the monthly meeting of the Clyde Navigation Trust, 

held 5th June, Mr. Nathaniel Dunlop in the chair. 
The Law and Parliamentary Bills Committee reported 

that they had considered the Land Values Taxation, &c. 
(Scotland) Bill, now before a Select Committee who are 
hearing evidence. After discussion, it was agreed to re-
commend the Trustees to oppose the Bill, and to remit to 
this committee to arrange for evidence being tendered on 
behalf of the Trust. 

Mr. Alexander Murray, in moving the adoption of the 
minute, said the committee felt that if this Bill were to pass 
into law it would impose a very considerable burden upon 
the Trust, which held a very large amount of land, both un-
used and earning revenue. 

Sir John Ure Primrose seconded. The Committee felt 
they had no other course open to them but to oppose the 
Bill. There were provisions in it so monstrous that they 
would be disregarding their duty if they did not point out 
the absurd, and, in their opinion, inequitable position in 
which they would be placed. They desired to preserve 
their position in every respsct by opposing the Bill, and if 
necessary, lead evidence before the Parliamentary Com-
mittee. 

Mr. W. F. Anderson said if the Committee had proposed 
to safeguard the interests of the Trust no person would have 
objected to tha t ; but the words were to oppose the whole 
Bill, and to arrange for evidence being tendered on behalf 
of the Trust. They could hardly expect anything else with 

Mr. Murray in the chair, for he had all along been a con-
sistent opponent of the principle of this Bill—that land 
values should be taxed. He confessed that he was sur-
prised to hear Sir John Ure Primrose say that the Bill was 
monstrous, when he found that Sir John presided at a great 
meeting in London called in reference to this Bill at the 
instance of the Corporation of Glasgow. What was it that 
the Trust was going to do ? This thing had been before 
the country since 1902, and it had obtained the support of 
the late and the present House of Commons, and the support 
of over 500 rating authorities of the United Kingdom. He 
wondered if the Bill was really considered by the committee. 
If the committee had suggested to petition Parliament that 
the exemption clause should be extended to include any 
body which held land on behalf of a public trust, and that 
it should not be made liable to assessment, he could have 
understood it. Instead of that the proposal was to send 
somebody to London. What they were asked to do was 
against what the members of the Town Council had unani-
mously agreed to, and that, too, under the guidance of Sir 
John Ure Primrose. 

Sir John Ure Primrose—Not to this Bill. 
Mr. W. F. Anderson—To this identical Bill not one jot 

or tittle of which had been altered. The Bill, he said, was 
not the outcome of Glasgow, but of the combined wisdom 
of some of the ablest Parliamentarians in the country. They 
were laying down a bad principle; they were going out of 
their way in order to express an opinion, not upon the Bill, 
but on its effect on the Trust. They had 110 right to seek 
to damn the principle of this Bill in that way. He quite 
admitted that he was a voice crying in the wilderness. He 
begged to move that the Bill be remitted back to the com 
mittee for further consideration. 

Bailie Maclay seconded, but he would have liked if Mr. 
Anderson had proposed that it be remitted to a committee 
to watch over the Bill and to safeguard the interests of the 
Trust. 

Mr. W. F. Anderson accepted the suggestion, and altered 
his amendment accordingly. 

The Chairman said there was to be a charge of taxation 
upon certain classes of proprietors of land, and the effect of 
the Bill would be to impose upon the Trust a taxation that 
would probably reach ,£4000 or £5000 pet annum in addi-
tian to the present. 

Mr. Raeburn considered that the impracticability of the 
Bill could not be demonstrated better than by its applica-
tion to the Trust. He would ask any reasonable man to 
say how the assessor was going to value the ground of the 
Clyde Trust ? 

Mr. Alexander Murray, replying on the discussion, said 
it was quite true that the Biil had not been sprung upon the 
country. During the past ten years he had been surprised 
how little notice people took of these proposals that were 
put forward in the name of the Corporation of Glasgow for 
the taxation of land values. Now that the Bill had been 
brought into Parliament it was extraordinary the interest 
taken in it, and the number of people who found their 
interests affected by it. No assessor could make a valuation 

Bad Printing 
Often means Cheap Printing. 

We do GOOD PRINTING 
A t Reasonablo Pr ices. 

A r t i s t i c a n d C o m m e r c i a l W o r k 
. . . . P r o m p t l y E x e c u t e d . 

W. M'LELLAN & CO., 
2 4 0 H O P S S T R E E T , 

Corporation Telephone No. 4408. GLASGOW, 



5 4 Land Values. August, 1906. 

of the land of the Clyde Trust and distinguish between 
land under water and that devoted to harbours, quays, and 
docks, and uses of that sort, and say how much fell to be 
deducted in respect of the building and how much in respect 
of the land which was to be assessed. The committee did not 
say they were opposed to the principle of the Bill. If the prin-
ciple, which as he understood, was to get land to bear a 
larger share of local taxation could be put into operation in 
such a way as would produce fewer anomalies than at pre-
sent—because they admitted there were anomalies and in-
equalities—and result in greater advantage to the com-
munity as a whole, he did not suppose the Trust would 
oppose that. But this Bill did not do that. It could be 
proved that it would produce inequalities and injustices far 
greater than those it sought to correct. The interests of the 
Trust would be affected very seiiously. He would not give 
figures—they would be only estimates—but he was satisfied 
that the interests of the Trust would be seriously prejudiced 
if this Bill were passed into law. Only the clauses affecting 
their interests would be dealt with in any evidence given on 
behalf of the Trustees. 

On a division the motion was carried by twenty-two to 
five votes. 

GLASGOW LANDLORDS. 
At a meeting of the Glasgow Landlords' Association held 

8th June, the Secretary reported arrangements for the pre-
sentation of evidence on behalf of the Association before 
the Select Committee on the Land Values Taxation (Scot-
land) Bill. 

FACULTY OF PROCURATORS. 
At the annual meeting of the Glasgow Faculty of Pro-

curators, held 7th June, the Dean called the attention of the 
meeting to the report of the Parliamentary Bills Committee 
on the Land Values Taxation, &c. (Scotland) Bill, 1906, 
and, in moving the approval of the report, said that the Bill 
was the creature of our much-vaunted Town Council, but 
now that the eyes of the public had been open to its 
iniquities it was to be opposed by Hutchesons' Hospital, 
the Merchants' House, the Trades' House, and the Clyde 
Trust. He pointed out that the Parliamentary Bills Com-
mittee condemned it root and branch, and that their report 
concluded with the following paragraph :—" Alike on the 
grounds of the injustice, the impracticability, and the inex 
pediency of the Bill the committee recommend the Faculty 
to use all efforts to prevent its being passed into law." 

The report was unanimously approved of. 

COUNTY COUNCILS' ASSOCIATION. 
At the annual meeting of the Association of Scottish 

County Councils held at Edinburgh, 7th June, Mr. A. M. 
Gordon moved that a representation be made to the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons to which the Land 
Values Taxation Bill had been remitted that in the event of 
any additional expense being incurred by a County Council 
in consequence either of the additional duties imposed 
thereby upon the county assessor or of any alteration in the 
form of the valuation roll to be made up for police burghs, 
the Bill should be amended to the effect of providing that 
such expense should be borne by the burghs. Mr. Gordon 
said he personally thought the Bill an iniquitous one, and 
it was evident they would be put to a considerable expense 
if they had to add an extra column or columns to the valua-
tion roll, which was already a very expensive business to 
prepare and print. 

Mr. Younger suggested Mr. Gordon might withdraw his 
motion, as he would certainly pledge himself to bring up 
this point when the Bill was reported to Parliament. 

Mr. Gordon agreed to withdraw. 
Mr. Stewart, Glasgow, said it was not to be understood 

that they were all agreed that this Bill, as it was gratuitously 
slated by Mr. Gordon, was an iniquitous Bill. 

Mr. Gordon said hi. was only expressing his personal view 
of the Bill. 

Mr. James Caldwell, Renfrew, assured Mr. Stewart that 
he was prepared to call it an iniquitous Bill. (Laughter ) 

GLASGOW SCHOOL BOARD, 11th JUNE, 1S06. 
Rev. James Barr moved— 

" T h a t the Board having regard to the excessive 
prices they have to pay in the purchase of sites for 
school buildings, and to the ever-increasing burdens 
which these and other charges are laying on the rates, 
desire cordially to welcome the Land Values Taxation 
(Scotland) Bill as calculated greatly to reduce the cost 
of sites, and at the same time to introduce a system of 
taxation which will materially lighten the but dens of 
the great body of the ratepayers. They therefore 
petition Parliament in favour of the passing of the Bill 
into law, and they instruct that copies of this resolution 
be sent to the Prime Minister, the Lord Advocate, and 
the members for Scottish constituencies." 

He said that it would hardly be denied that the price paid 
for sites was excessive. Since the inception of the Board 
they had purchased 63 sites at a cost in all of £409 ,281 
7s. 7d., while on certain of these sites feu-duties were also 
paid to the extent of .£1,356 19s. 8d per annum. The 
site for Gorbals School cost £ 1 6 , 0 1 1 9s. yd., and that for 
Bishop Street School £ 2 5 , 5 1 6 17s. sd. Nowsome of them 
saw in this Bill a measure that would at once greatly reduce 
these excessive, exorbitant, and he would add scandalous 
charges. But would the Bill if passed reduce the price of 
sites. All the leading political economists maintained that 
it must. To the same effect was the testimony of the 
opponents of the Bill. Thus the Lord Provost of Edinburgh 
at a late meeting of the Governors of certain Trusts—" If 
the Bill became law, the value of land would be depreciated." 
Why, that was exactly what they wanted, that the value of 
land should be depreciated. In like manner they had the 
Chaiiman of the Clyde Trust declaring—" The object of the 
resolution was to take distinct objection to the whole Bill as 
drawn inasmuch as it would have the effect of doing harm." 
Yes, but harm to whom ? Harm to Land Monopolists, 
harm to Land Speculators. They were assured further of 
the reduction that would be brought by this Bill, if they 
examined the operation of similar measures in other lands. 
Thus, for example, in a comparison as to population, made 
in New Zealand, it was found that in twelve towns that had 
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adopted the Land Values system of rating the population 
had risen from 74,950 in r897, to 92,215 in 1903 ; while in 
twelve towns that continued to rate in the old way the in-
crease was only from 88,351 in 1897, to 91,926 in 1903. 
Then they had the Annual Report of the Town Clerk of 
Wellington, presented in 1903 to the Mayor and Councillors 
of the City. It was in these terms :— 

" The result of the first year's trial of this system of 
rating must be considered a gratifying one, and leaves 
no room for regret at its adoption. That which was 
claimed by its exponents has been amply fulfilled ; it 
encourages improvement, stimulates the use of land, 
secures the unearned increment to those who have 
added the value, mulcts all lands in their fair share of 
taxation, and paralyzes the old system under which 
rental values on lands could, by simple manipulation, 
reduce local taxation to a farce. It is to be hoped that 
in the near future legislation will enable the unim-
proved system to be adopted for all those purposes for 
which it is now necessary to also undertake an assess-
ment on the annual value basis. It is only stating a 
fact to say that much, if not all, of the activity in the 
building operations of the city and surroundings during 
the past year is due to the influence of this healthy 
measure." 

It was clearly evident, also, that this system, if introduced, 
would greatly reduce the burdens presently laid on the great 
body of ratepayers. These burdens were becoming very 
heavy, not to say intolerable. Much had been said of the 
hardships that would be inflicted on widows and orphans 
who received feu duties. He wished that more thought 
were given to the widows and orphans who paid feu-duties, 
and who paid rates. 

The Bill had obtained widespread support. It was pro-
moted by 550 Municipalities and Rating Authorities. No 
doubt there were many objectors. Much had been made of 
the injury that would be done to Hutcheson's Hospital 
if the Bill became law. But Hutcheson's Hospital was 
itself an exceedingly good illustration of the unearned incre-
ment, and of the operation of the present system. The 
value of their holdings in land had gone up till now they 
were yielding an annual revenue of ^20 ,590 , and even if 
the Bill remained as it was, and there were no exemption for 
the Hospital, there was surely no injustice in taking a small 
part of the unearned increment for public purposes. And 
it would be in the memory of the Board that when 
Hutcheson's Hospital offered us £ y o o o as our share for 
Educational purposes we refused the sum, petitioned against 
certain sections of their Provisional Order, and eventually 
opposed their Private Bill, all on the ground that the value 
of the ground was rising, and that our share, in the future, 
would mount up to much more than ^ 7 0 0 0 . In like 
manner, a representative of the Heriot Trust stated at a 
recent meeting in Edinburgh that the lands in which the 

Trust was invested " had been held for over 2 i centuries, 
during which they had been developed, and now yielded 
.£30,000 a year, and there were still 100 acres of unfeued 
ground." 

Then it was objected that the Bill would be an interfer-
ence with feu-contracts, but neither superiors nor proprietors 
could enter into contracts to evade the lawful burdens that 
the State might impose upon them. The purchasers and 
holders of feu-duties, again, were speculators in land, and 
had taken the risk of their investments. There was much 
more weight in the objection that the land value would be 
taxed twice, as it had already been included in the rateable 
value of the buildings. Granted, but land would have to 
be taxed and rated not twice but many times over before 
the community got its own. 

And when he saw that all the Landed Monopolies, and 
all the great monied Trusts, were arraying themselves 
against the Bill, when he received Circulars against the 
Bill signed by Arthur Kay, then he knew where he was, 
he knew he was right in supporting the Bill. And he con-
ceived it to be the duty of all who favoured the Bill, in 
public bodies and otherwise, to lend it all the support they 
could. 

Mr. Glen moved the previous question. He said he had 
taken the whole of the sites referred to by Mr. Barr, 
amounting in value to over £409,000, and had made a 
calculation regarding them. Assuming that this Bill would 
cheapen land, and supposing it would depreciate its value 
to the extent of one-half, he calculated that it would lead to 
a depreciation in the value of the sites belonging to the 
Board of something like £200,000, and against that the 
small fraction of | d . would be received from the tax. The 
Board were not now having to face an increasing population, 
but a stationary population, and any new schools they might 
require would be more to make provision for fluctuations in 
the population. The Board would be sellers as well as 
buyers, and what they would save as buyers under the Bill 
they would lose as sellers. He did not move that they 
petition against the Bill, because he did not believe that the 
Board should interfere in political questions. 

Dr. Laidlaw seconded. 
The chairman and Mr. Graham spoke against the motion. 
Replying on the discussion, Mr. Barr said that it had 

been alleged that the measure was very largely a political 
one, but it was a measure that had the support of large 
bodies of Conservatives and of Municipalities and Rating 
Bodies that were Conservative in their constitution, and it 
was certainly no more political than the Provision of Meals 
Bill, in regard to which the Board had thought fit to take 
action. It had been said that it was a measure with which 
they had nothing to do, and one that would not advantage 
the general body of the ratepayers, but the fact that the 
Board had already petitioned to share in the proceeds of the 
Land Values Rate, should the Bill be passed, was itself 
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conclusive proof that it would benefit the large body of the 
ratepayers. It had been said that the reason of our objection 
to the £ 7 , 0 0 0 was that there was a considerable portion of 
the land still unfeud, but he had it on the best authority 
that much of the land held by the Hutcheson's Hospital at 
one time had only been worth its agricultural value, but was 
now yielding inflated prices for feuing purposes. 

The motion was defeated by six votes to three. 

ABERDEEN HARBOURS' BOARD. 
At a meeting of the Board, held n t h June, it was pro-

posed that the Board should co-operate with other Scottish 
Dock Authorities in securing that the exemption clause in 
Mr. Sutherland's Bill should be extended to public harbours 
and docks, and should include land that was used or 
intended to be used for dock purposes, and should include 
public property. The Board agreed to defer the matter for 
a month. 

SCOTTISH BURGH OFFICIALS. 
At the annual meeting of the Association of Burgh 

Officials of Scotland, held in the Religious Institution 
Rooms, 13th June, the secretaiy submitted a report showing 
a membership of 287, cash in hand, £ 1 0 1 9s. 8d. The 
chairman, Mr. Wm. Simpson, Dunfermline, said the Land 
Values Bill was unworkable, and assessors would find it 
almost impossible to carry out its provisions. 

SCOTTISH CONVENTION OF BURGHS. 
A meeting of the annual Committee of the Convention of 

Royal Burghs was held in the City Chambers, Edinburgh, 
27/6/06, l'rovost Keith, Hamilton, presiding. 

A discussion took place on the Land Values Taxation 
(Scotland) Bill. The Sub-Committee on Parliamentary 
Bills reported that the chairman and the Commissioner for 
Falkirk had been appointed to give evidence before the 
Select Committee, and would give afterwards a verbal 
report on the nature of their evidence. Ex-Provost Wilson, 
Greenock, said this Bill had furnished them with an object-
lesson not to commit themselves to the clauses of a Bill that 
they had not seen. He was in favour of the principle of the 
Bill, but judging from the evidence the machinery of this 
Bill was bad and perfectly impracticable. Provost Keith 
said he proposed to give evidence to the effect that while 
they technically voted in favour of Mr. Sutherland's Bill, it 
was obvious from the discussion in the Convention that it 
was the principle that was in their minds much more than 
the methods by which that principle was to be carried out. 
He thought in doing so he would be carrying out the spirit 
of the Convention's resolution. Provost Macdougall, 
Pollokshaws, thought that was where they made a mistake. 
They should have made it plain that it was the principle they 
were in favour of. Ex-Provost Wilson said it was not quite 
within the remit merely to support the principle, for they 
really approved of the Bill. Now they found it was only the 
principle, and that was what he had aimed at. The Clerk 
pointed out that at the Convention it was distinctly stated 
they were voting in favour of the Bill. Provost Keith, 
however, thought he was justified in saying that they 
technically approved of the Bill, but not the details of it. 
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GLASGOW EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS BOARD. 
A meeting of the governors of the City Educational 

Endowments Board was held in the buildings, Ingram 
Street, Glasgow, 18/5/06, Mr. Walter Wilson in the chair. 

The minutes of the Finance and Property Committee 
contained a memorandum drawn up by Messrs. Hill and 
Hoggan on the Land Values Bill. After stating the 
provisions of the Bill the memorandum proceeded :—-"The 
annual income presently received from feu-duties is £1 ,617 , 
an assessment on which at 2 s. in the £ 1 would be £ 1 6 1 
14s., and the capital value of the feu-duties as it at present 
stands in the books—viz., £43>45 8 — w i l 1 b e reduced by 
£4 .34S " A f t e r discussion, Mr. James Gray moved " T h a t 
it°be recommended to the Board to appoint a sub-committee 
of the governors to watch over the progress of the Bill and 
report." Mr. D. R. Scott seconded. Bailie James Hunter 
moved as an amendment " T h a t it be recommended to the 
Board to appoint a sub-committee of the governors to watch 
over the progress of the Bill, with power to take such action 
as may be thought necessary, along with other educational 
and charitable institutions, to safeguard the interests of the 
Board." Mr. David Lamb seconded. On a vote being 
taken, three voted for the motion and three for the amend-
ment. The chairman gave his casting vote in favour of the 
motion, which became the finding of the meeting. 

Mr. Gray proposed the motion be moved in committee. 
Mr. Lamb moved the amendment proposed by Bailie 

Hunter in committee. 
After the usual discussion, appearing in the Glasgow 

Herald to the extent of a column, a vote was taken. 
For the amendment 7, for the motion 5. 

NATAL. 
On Wednesday, May 9th, the Treasurer of the Natal 

Legislative Assembly moved the second reading of the 
Unoccupied Land Tax Bill, introduced last year, which was 
carried by 26 to 10 votes. 

In the course of the discussion members strongly 
condemned the Bill and advocated as an alternative a real 
and more drastic measure for the taxation of land values. 
Mr. Moir, who claimed to be a farmer, said the best course 
was to introduce land taxation of the real kind. This Bill 
would be a means of preventing the ends at which they 
aimed. 

Sir Liege Hulett said that if there was to be a land tax, 
then let it be based upon a general valuation of the country, 
not counting improvements, and towns. The natives were 
in some instances caused to pay more for rent on land than 
was justifiable. H e believed that this was responsible for 
an amount of secret unrest The effect of the Bill would 
be to increase the burden upon the natives. 

Mr. Walker said that the Bill was objectionable from 
beginning to end. He wanted to know why unoccupied 
town land was not included. He considered that the Bill 
was a trap to throw the payment of the taxes of the Colony 
upon the farmers. 

Mr. Dan Taylor said he could understand the natives' 
desire to have the freedom of living on unoccupied lands. 
They would then not have to supply the labour. The 
proposal of id. an acre was ridiculous. On a 6,000 acre 
farm, it would amount to .£12, which would be extracted 
from the natives. 

INANDA AGRICULTURISTS OPPOSE THE BILL. 

The same afternoon a meeting of the Inanda Agricultural 
Society was held in the Victoria Club, Verulam, to consider 
the Bill. Mr. E. Saunders, Vice-President, presided. 

In the course of the discussion, reported in a column of 
the Natal Mercury, the Bill was vigorously denounced and a 
resolution unanimously adopted in favour of the taxation 
of land upon its value, whether rural or otherwise. In the 
course of his speech the chairman said they did not want to 
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cause native unrest, and that unrest was, in no small 
measure, due to the rack-renting that prevailed, for in some 
parts the native was charged as much as from £ 3 to £ 7 
hut rent, and in addition was charged if he used a plough. 
That was strangling him instead of educating him. H e felt 
strongly on the matter of land taxation, and he urged that 
none should escape, whether he owned one-eighth of an acre 
or ro,ooo acres, that is if the land were unoccupied. 

GREENOCK " A LANDLORD CURSED TOWN." 
Town Council f o r t he Bill by 16 to 6. 

At a meeting of the Greenock Town Council, held Tues-
day, 17th July, Bailie M'Callum moved the adoption of the 
minute of the Provost's Committee recommending that Mr. 
Robert Hamilton, the Assessor, be instructed to give evidence 
before the Select Committee of the House of Commons in 
support of the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill. 

Bailie Forbes seconded. 
Mr. Shearer submitted an amendment which he had 

moved at the Provost's Committee to the effect, that, the 
taxation of existing feu-duties, casualties, and ground annuals 
could be proceeded with at once before any general scheme 
of taxation of land values can come into force, and that the 
Council's representative at the Select Committee should be 
instructed accordingly. In support of this view Mr. Shearer 
said that in the debate at the Provost's Committee it was 
brought out that the whole relief to be got by the Bill would 
be to the extent of 6d. per £ . Feu-duties in Greenock 
amounted to £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 per annum, and 10 per cent, of that 
sum would be 4d. per £ , so that if they got immediate 
taxation on the feu-duties of Greenock the ratepayers would 
obtain immediate relief to the extent of 4d. per £ . H e 
confessed the indifference of feuars in this matter seemed 
somewhat astonishing. They seemed to take it quite easy. 
What was the explanation of this indifference ? T h e explan-
ation he believed to be this : They were satisfied that if the 
tax came upon them they would put it on the tenants. If 
the tax was put on the superiors with regard to existing 
contracts they would have to pay it, but if the tax was put 
on the feuars he had not the slightest doubt they would say 
to themselves " we must put up the rents in order to cover 
this tax." 

Dean of Guild Bennett seconded. They had all the 
machinery in Greenock at their hand to enforce the immediate 
taxation of feu duties which would bring relief to the rate-
payers of Greenock to the extent of 4d. per £ . 

Mr. Mitchell quoted Mr. Hamilton to show that if the 
bill was to be of any value to communities it must stand 
intact and not be taken in two parts. I t was the unearned 
increment, and the large amount of money, £ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , which 
was said to be drawn in feu duties by the two landlords, and 
for which they paid not a single copper of local taxation, 
that they wanted to get at. To get anything less was not 
worth fighting for. Unless they could get from the landlords 
the proportion of the taxation of the community then they 
had better say no more about it. Mr. Hamilton had assured 
them that if this bill were carried into effect it would relieve 
the taxation of the community to the extent of 6d. per £ . 
That was surely something worth fighting for. 

Mr. Swan said his difficulty in supporting Mr. Shearer 
was that it might be pretty much like a voice crying in the 
wilderness. If only Greenock was to be heard on the ques-
tion of feu duties and ground annuals then the chances were 
that it might be lost altogether, whereas if they supported 
the bill in its entirety, as Mr. Hamilton proposed to do, 
there would be a better chance of it passing. Mr. Hamilton 
said the bill was worthless if clause 7 was withdrawn. 

(Bailie Andrew—He is wrong there). 
H e would support the proposal as submitted by Mr. 

Hamilton, because he considered it would be a great ad-
vantage to the community and would reduce the general 
taxation of the town. 

Bailie Steel said the first part of the bill was for the 
assessment of land values, and the second part was entirely 

for the taxation of feu duties. It appeared to him that if 
they went to the House of Commons and went in for feu-
duties, they would be simply asked to produce their bill. 
Mr. Shearer's action was calculated to kill the bill in its 
name and in its machinery. Why were they at that stage 
of the twentieth century asking that simple form of justice? 
Because they were not free agents. They needed the 
ground, and must have the ground, for living on and work-
ing on the face of the earth. Landlords, assisted by their 
legal agents, put conditions, clauses, stipulations, and re-
strictions on the deed in such a way that rendered the feu 
contiact an entirely one-sided document. The landlords 
got the land on condition that they would submit to these 
burdens—that they were bound to provide for the poor ; 
up till 1845 the burden of these school rates was entirely 
on the l and ; and the land bore the burden of the protec-
tion of the country against invasion. Of all these they had 
simply relieved themselves, and had rolled them on the 
feuar, who was simply made the buffer between the land-
lords and the occupiers of houses. Dr. Murray's 
evidence before the Select Committee was simply 
nonsense. Greenock, he said, was a landlord cursed 
town. They needed that redress, more, possibly, than 
almost any town in the country. H e did not wish any side 
issue brought in, as was desired by Mr. Shearer, which was 
likely to stop them from getting what was very much 
required. 

Mr. Baxter said it seemed to him that the matter resolved 
itself into a question of whether they would send Mr. 
Hamilton or not. If they adopted Mr. Shearer's motion 
that day they could not send Mr. Hamilton, who was not 
going to represent views that he could not substantiate. He 
thought they should try and get something. If they adopted 
Mr. Shearer's proposal they would get nothing. 

T h e Division was then taken, with the following result:— 
For the minutes—Bailies M'Callum, Forbes, Steel, 

Williamson, and Messrs. M' lnnes , M'Neill, MacOnie, 
Lemmon, Buchanan, A. M. Chalmers, Baxter, Hume, 
Chalmers, Robinson, Mitchell, Smith, and Swan (16). 

For the amendment—Provost, Bailie Andrew, Dean 
Bennett, and Messrs. Taylor, Shearer, and D. Cowan 
Shankland (6). 
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" T H E CITY THE HOPE OF DEMOCRACY."* 

" T h e advances in wh ich civi l isa t ion consis ts a re no t secured in 
the cons t i tu t ion of m a n , b u t in the cons t i tu t ion of society. T h e y a re 
thus no t fixed a n d p e r m a n e n t , bu t m a y at any l ime b e l o s t — n a y , 
a re cons t an t l y t e n d i n g to b e l o s t . " — H e n r y George. 

This is a book that almost seems to us as if specially 
written to prove the truth of the above words, to prove, to 
use its author's own words, that " it is not personal goodness 
that is required so much as public intelligence;" that "our 
evils are economic, not personal;" that " it is our institutions 
and our laws, not a divine ordinance or the inherent vicious-
ness of mankind, that are at fault" ; that " the worst of the 
evils under which civilised nations suffer are traceable to 
laws creating privileges;" and, finally, that " these evils can 
be largely corrected through their abolition." 

Moreover, it is a book that will rejoice the soul and re-
kindle the enthusiasm of every social reformer, opening to 
them new vistas as to the possibilities of human life and 
human happiness now well within the reach of our race, 
encouraging, invigorating and well-founded hopes as to the 
future destinies of mankind. Many of us may have rashly 
come to consider town-life as almost necessarily the cradle 
of physical and spiritual, even if not of mental, degeneracy. 
It is quite excusable if to us our cities, which claim four-
fifths of our population, seem as only the nurseries of misery 
and destitution, of unspeakable vices and crimes, as " great 
human warrens, crowded to suffocation, and filled with 
underfed human beings struggling for a place to live." It 
is excusable, we say, if we have come to regard the city 
rather as the home of exploitation, as the fortress of aristo-
cratic privilege and monopoly, rather than as " the hope of 
democracy." We see it as it is, and our hearts are filled 
with despair. Mr. Howe, in a vigorous epigramatio style 
which vivifies and illumines his clear and convincing reason-
ing, makes us see it as it might be—nay, as it necessarily 
will be if only we remain true to the highest traditions of our 
race—and our hearts are filled with rejoicing. 

Mr. Howe's work, as he tells us, is " an attempt at the 
economic interpretation of the city." In it he carefully 
traces its evolution, lays bare the causes that increasingly 
tend to impel men to live in cities, shows the American 
city as it is, as well as the manifest causes that have made 
it what it is, and then carefully and convincingly indicates 
the means by which it may be made what it may and should 
be, the home and hope of Democracy. In his Preface he 
lucidly presents the conclusions his personal experiences 
and close study of municipal conditions in both America 
and Great Britain have forced upon him, as follows :— 

" T h e corruption, the indifference, the incompetence 
of the official, and the apathy of the citizen, the dis-
parity of wealth, the poverty, vice, crime, and disease, 
are duetocauses economicand industrial. They aretrace-
able to our Institutions, rather than to the depravity of 
human nature. Their connection is not a matter of 
education or the penal code. It is a matter of 
industrial democracy. . . The same is true of the 
social problems of city life. The worst of the dis-
tressing poverty, as well as the irresponsible wealth, is 
traceable to economic institutions, to franchise privi-
leges, and unwise taxation; to laws which are open to 
correction as they were to creation. . . Only by ex-
iling privileges shall we exile corruption. Only by 
offering opportunities to labour shall we close the doors 
of our hospitals, almshouses, and prisons. Only by 
taxing monopoly will monopoly be forced to let go its 
hold on the resources of the earth and the means for a 
livelihood." 

* The City the Hope of Democracy. By F r e d e r i c k C . H o w e . 
P u b l i s h e r : F i s h e r , U n w i n , L o n d o n . P r i c e 7 / 6 n e t . T o s t t r ee f rom 
Land Values Offices a t p u b l i s h e d pr ice . 

Monopoly and privilege our author, like ourselves, holds 
to be the upas tree that is poisioning the roots and under-
mining the foundation of American institutions, sapping its 
private and corrupting its public life. It is in the city, and 
the city alone, that he sees any hope of social salvation, 
whence he sees slowly arising that social instinct, " which 
is willingness to struggle for the common weal and suffer 
for the common woe," which can alone hope to overthrow 
the entrenched hosts of corrupting and debauching privilege 
and monopoly. Nor does Mr. Howe leave his readers in 
ignorance as to the lines on which the inevitable struggle 
can alone be successfully fought out. After analysing the 
innumerable functions already performed by the City for 
the benefit of its citizens, he says :— 

" What the future extension of these activities may 
be, cannot be anticipated. There seems, however, to 
be a well-defined line of demarcation between the 
functions that should be performed by the city, and 
those that should be left to private control. That line 
is fixed by monopoly. Whatever is of necessity a 
monopoly should be a public monopoly, especially where 
it offers a service of universal use. So long as the 
service is subject to the regulating power of competi-
tion, it should be left to private control, for monopoly 
and liberty cannot live together. Either monopoly will 
control or seek to control the city, or the city must own 
the monopoly." 

And towards the close of his book he admirably 
summarises the whole position in the following telling 
words:— 

"America is to-day struggling under a burden of 
monopoly charges in rent, franchise and railway 
privileges, and taxes on the necessities of life, unparalled 
in the civilised world outside of Russia. The poor are 
held between the burden of unjust taxation on the one 
hand and monopoly on the other. . . . In the 
cities it is within our power to lift the burden. The 
extension of the activities of the city and the reduction 
of the cost of service on municipal monopolies will do 
something. But the greatest gain will come through a 
change in our methods of taxation and the assumption 
of the unearned increment of the land for public uses." 

Pressure on our space forces us to close here our notice 
of Mr. Howe's most valuable contribution to the rapidly 
increasing literature on radical economic reforms. We 
cannot too strongly urge its claims on the attention of our 
readers, who will find that in it the justification and 
beneficial effects of the Taxation of Land Values are dealt 
with in a manner that leaves nothing to be desired. The 
book, in truth, is as a trumpet blast, calling the democracy 
everywhere to equip themselves for the coming s t r u g g l e -
nay, for the struggle that in both America and Great Britain 
has already commenced. L.H.B. 

D O Y O U W I S H T O P R O M O T E T H E M O V E M E N T ? 

TH E E x e c u t i v e of the Scot t i sh L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of I . and 
Va lues a p p e a l to t h e M e m b e r s to enl is t N e w Subsc r ibe r s , a n d 
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b e c o m e M e m b e r s . A n n u a l S u b s c r i p t i o n , J j m 
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Henry George was born 2nd September, 1839. The 
Scottish and English Leagues for the Taxation of Land 
Values will commemorate the event in the usual way, by the 
holding of special meetings at Glasgow and London, on the 
19th and 24th September, respectively. 

• • * 

Commenting on the latest news from Australia of the 
movement for the Taxation of Land Values, which 
Henry George first promoted, and which we publish 
in another column, The Tribune, 22/8/06, says:—"The 
details of the proposal appear to have been worked 
out on an empirical basis, but the intention is obvious and 
thoroughly sound—it is to stimulate the use and improve-
ment of land against the mere holding of it for speculative 
or other purposes." 

* « • 

It is expected that the legislation about to be promoted by 
the Home Government will not be worked out on any such 
empirical basis. Australian land reformers have all along 
protested against the exemptions contained in their Unim-
proved Land Value Taxation Acts, and with justification. 
Promoted ostensibly in the interest of the small land holder, 
and supported by the Labour Party, with its "special brief" 
for such " labourers " in the vineyard, the exemptions have 
only kept back the full advantages of the wider and more 
just application of the principle. 

• » • 

It is now well recognised both in New Zealand and in 
New South Wales, where this restricted policy has all 
along been in force, how the exemptions are evaded 
by the big landholders. They " dodge" the tax by the 
simple expedient of dividing up their estates among their 
families and kinsmen. In this way the exemptions, instead 
of facilitating the opening up of land, only enabled the big 
landholders to "c rea te" a new crop of "small holders" to 
maintain the monopoly. As Senator Bucklin, of Colorado, 
U.S., pointed out in his famous report, 1901, to the Tax 
Commissioners of that State: " These graduations and 
exemptions of the Australasian land tax laws are defects of 
the principle and efforts are being made to remedy them." 
We are certainly looking forward here to legislation of a 
more radical and sensible kind. We expect our Government 
to profit by these mistakes of the Colonies. 

• * • 

In a leading article on the proposed legislation, as 
adumbrated by the Premier of Western Australia, Taxation, 
the chief land reform paper of the Colony, in its July issue 
says :—" When drafting the measure it is to be hoped they, 
the Government, will not persist in marring the usefulness 
and lessening the effectiveness of the reform by including 
any form of exemption however small. The Labour Party 
(of Western Australia) are certainly pledged to oppose 
exemptions, and many Government supporters announced 
their hostility to exemptions in their hustings speeches." • « • 

Even though they do still cling to this reactionary and 
exploded policy, it is something gained to have the Federal 
Labour Party of the Commonwealth at this, the eleventh 
hour, preparing to give a foremost place in the coming 

Federal Election campaign to the taxation of land values. 
As The Tribune puts i t—"We are glad to see that the 
Australian Labour Party has declared that its land propa-
ganda will take precedence of all fiscal agitations." 

* # • 

The Spark, the official organ of the Social Democratic 
Federation, Durban (Natal) Branch, contains an interesting 
article in its July and August issues on the land question. 
The article states boldly that " the only measure in any way 
adequate to the needs of the Colony is a measure for the 
taxation of land values. . . . In this way the people 
share in the community value of the land. . , . Those 
who monopolise the land must pay to the people the price 
of monopoly." 

In an editorial on the Poll Tax, The Spark says:— 
" Taxation should fall upon the proper source of revenue, 
we must insist that men shall contribute to the revenue in 
proportion to the opportunities they have guaranteed to 
them." This has a single tax look about it, and should be 
interesting information to Justice, the organ of the Social 
Democratic Federation in England. 

» • » 

A principal feature of the Tribune these past two months 
has been a correspondence on " T h e Bitter Cry of the 
Middle Classes." This has formed the most delightful, 
interesting, and informing correspondence that has ever in 
our experience appeared in any British newspaper. The 
articles and letters clearly indicate the struggle on the part 
of the industrious classes of the community—both middle 
class and working class, so called—to make ends meet and 
keep their heads above water. They show more, these lively 
communications, they show clearly the kind of ideas pos-
sessed by the man in the street, in the factory, at the desk, 
at the fireside, and bring home to the philosopher the 
difficulties in the way of political progress. The burden of 
the story is high rents and high rates, in an eternal struggle 
with fixed salaries and low wages, while in the back-ground 
their is the hideous unemployment and starvation leading to 
disease and crime, and worse. 

* * « 

Most of the correspondents either blame the other fellow 
who gets something out of public expenditure to which he 
is not entitled, or, as G. K. Chesterton would put it, they 
are wanting to solve the fifth question first. One corres-
pondent, in an able letter appearing 22nd August, winds up 
with the statement, " I believe in no panacea—the land 
question is but one of many, etc." 

We have heard that before. Our friend sees the land 
question and the other questions at one and the same time. 
The mistake he makes is in seeming to think that the Single 
Tax first-question men see only the land question. But he is 
wrong, they also see the other questions; they merely insist 
on the first question first—as a rational means of getting at 
the other questions in due course. When Wm. Lloyd 
Garrison announced his conversion to the Single Tax, in a 
letter to Henry George he stated that he did not believe it 
to be a "panacea," and Mr. George replied—" Neither do 
I ; but I believe freedom is." 

* « • 

The correspondence recalls vividly the warning cry of 
Henry George in " Progress and Poverty " :— 

" The fiat has gone forth ! With steam and electricity, 
and the new powers born of progress, forces have 
entered the world that will either compel us to a higher 
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plane or overwhelm us, as nation after nation, as civili-
sation after civilisation, have been overwhelmed before. 
It is the delusion which precedes destruction that sees 
in the popular unrest with which the civilised world is 
feverishly pulsing only the passing effects of ephemeral 
causes. Between democratic ideas and aristocratic 
adjustments of society there is an irreconcilable conflict. 
Here in the United States, as there in Europe, it may 
be seen arising. We cannot go on permitting men to 
vote and forcing them to tramp. We cannot go on 
educating boys and girls in our public schools and then 
refusing them the right to earn an honest living. We 
cannot go on prating of the inalienable rights of man 
and then denying them the inalienable right to the 
bounty of the Creator. Even now, in old bottles, the 
new wine begins to ferment, and elemental forces gather 
for the strife 1" . . . 

We could wish that this Tribune correspondence could 
appear in a more permanent form, it indicates at this time 
so well the trend of thought on social problems, with a 
" Foreword" by some competent first-question-first corres-
spondent. * » * 

B U N D L E A D E R S O F T H E B L I N D . — T h e social question is 
in the a i r ; it is the topic of the day. Hence every newspaper 
and journal finds it necessary to refer to i t ; and their efforts 
in this direction often offer abundant verification of Mark 
Twain's semi-humorous contention, that it is only those who 
have no real knowledge of a subject who are specially 
selected and are deemed, or deem themselves, specially fitted 
to deal with it in the public press. 

• * * 

For example, in " T h e Christian World," of July 26th, 
there is an article on " T h e Gospel of Labour," in which the 
author—J B.—after some commonplace praise of Henry 
George's works, goes on to say : " T h a t the holding of land 
by the community which is our reformer's panacea . . . 

But as J. B. might have found out for himself if he had 
only read Henry George's works before attempting to criticise 
t h e m — " t h e holding of land by the communi ty" is NOT 
"our reformer's panacea," nor " t h e universal remedy" he 
proposed. „ , . 

Again, after referring to Henry George's " laboured con-
tention that wages are paid out of labour rather than out of 
capital "—we presume J. B. means out of the produce of 
labour—rather than out of a hypothetical and mystical 
" Wage Fund," J. B. continues: 

".Henry George's arguments, too, that increase of 
productive power tends always to the increase of rents 
and to the lowering of wages, is disproved by the facts. 
If, as he says, high wages mean low rents, and vice versa, 

we should have the lowest wages in London, where city 
rents are enormous, and the highest wages in the 
country, where rents are lower and lower. T h e reverse, 
we know, is the case. 

* * » 

We can only sympathise with J. B. in what he has missed 
in his reading of Henry George's arguments, and would 
respectfully ask him, in the interest of truth, to make 
one more earnest, careful, and dispassionate study ot 
them In regard to J.B.'s judgment, quoted above, we 
have only to refer him to George's own words, to the careless 
or hasty reader, in " Progress and Poverty," book I I I . , chap. 
VI., where it is written :— 

" Perhaps it may be well to remind the reader before 
closing this chapter, of what has been before stated— 
that I am using the word wages not in the sense of a 
quantity, but in the sense of a proportion. When I say 
that wages fall as rent rises, I do not mean that the 
quantity of wealth obtained by labourers as wages is 
necessarily less, but that the proportion which it bears 
to the whole produce is necessarily less. The propor-
tion may diminish while the quantity remains the same 
or increases." 

• * * 

What Henry George contends, and what the economic 
history of every country conclusively verifies, is, that all 
economic progress—the increase of population, every in-
crease in productive power, every improvement in tools, 
machinery, and methods of pioduction—tends to increase 
the demand for the use of land and consequently to increase 
land values—the rental value of land. And that, apart from 
other subsidiary contributing causes, it is the private, un-
restricted and untaxed, control of the land—on which and 
from which we all must live—that produces, to use J. B.'s 
words, " a t one end workers without work, or without the 
due reward of work, with, at the other, a swollen luxury and 
extravagance that are not less a curse." 

# » * 

In his concluding paragraph our oracle gravely informs 
his readers that in his opinion, " it is not a land question 
that has produced the state of things in Chicago described 
in " T h e Jungle." That there are other contributing causes, is 
undoubted ; but that unjust land laws, in both Europe and 
the United States of America, is the main cause, is equally 
certain. 

If the laws of their own country recognised and enforced 
the equal claims of all to the use of the land, the people, 
whether Poles, Lithuanians, Sclavs, Irish or English, would 
not flock to Chicago, and other industrial centres where 
employment may be found, in such numbers. Nor would 
those who did emigrate be so poverty-stricken, ignorant, 
necessitous and helpless as to-day they are. Moreover, if 
the laws of the United States of America did not lock up the 
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exhaustless natural resources of that country in the hands of 
a privileged few, absentee or resident landholders, but kept 
them available to the industry of those who go to live and 
work there, emigrants would not fall such easy victims to 
those who lay in wait to prey upon their poverty and help-
lessness. All of which J. B. might also have learned for 
himself had he condescended to study Henry George's works 
before attempting to explain them to others. 

* » » 

C R O W N L A N D FOR S M A L L H O L D I N G S . — " T h e Government 
has (reports the daily papers, 2/8/06) taken a bold and 
practical step in the direction of increasing the number of 
small holders. There are now 70,750 acres of agricultural 
land, the property of the State, under the care of the Com-
missioners of Woods and Forests, and of these, over 4000 
acres are now vacant for want of suitable tenants. 

This land is to be placed under the care of Lord Car-
rington (President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries), 
who intends to offer all the vacant land to small holders at 
onee, and as the other Crown land farms become vacant to 
do the same with them wherever possible. A start has been 
made with a farm of 916 acres at Bur well, in Cambridge-
shire, which is now being cut up into small parcels. 

• • . 
F O U R A C R E S . — I n a recent number of the "Economic 

Journal," Mr. R. Winfrey published the balance sheet of a 
four acre holding held by a farm labourer:— 

T h e o c c u p a n t pa id 25/- an a c r e , r en t , r a t e s a n d taxes , £ 9 0 0 
F o r P l o u g h i n g , Ca r t i ng , e t c . , 5 3 / 3 an ac re , 2 1 3 3 
F o r M a n u r e a n d S e e d , 4 I I 6 

£ 1 6 4 9 

Potatoes, Ba r l ey , a n d M a n g o l d sold £4% 2 3 
Va lue of p o t a t o e s , c a r r o t s and ba r l ey c o n s u m e d by pig , 11 0 0 

£59 2 3 

leaving a profit of £ 4 2 17s. 6d., equal to about 16s. a week, 
as the return for the occupants labour in the evenings and 
on days on which his services are not required on the farm. 

It is written that when Rome was mistress of the world 
her people were a four acre peasantry. 

# • * 

T H E D E S O L A T E H I G H L A N D S . — M r . Francis Skrine writes: 
— " O n June 8th it fell to my lot to propose the toast, 
' Prosperity to the Stewart Society,' at its Annual Dinner, 
which took place at Prince's Restaurant, Piccadilly." I said, 
"owing to the destruction of the clan system by George II., 
and to the ever-widening craze for sport, the Highland 
population has been swept wholesale from the little farms 
and pasturages which once afforded them means of livelihood 
commensurate with their simple wants. Indeed, the High-
lands are now a playground for wealthy Southrons and 
Americans. There is no sadder spectacle than yon romantic 
glens, studded with the ruins of vanished homesteads. Gone 
for ever are the brave hearts and stalwart arms once reared 
there, to fight the empire's battles in every clime. Whole 
districts of Canada are now peopled by Stewarts." My 
remarks were emphasised by the Earl of Dundonald, who 
spoke later in the evening. He said that, "during his 
service in Canada he had inspected several militia regiments 
of which Gaelic was the mother-tongue, and enlarged on the 
necessity of taking measures to bring the people of northern 
Scotland back to the soil." 

* * * 

Speaking at a horticultural fete at Broughton Castle, 
Banbury (7/8/06), Lord Carrington, referring to this policy, 
said—-" I hope to put before the landowners of this country 
a series of object lessons which will show them that our 
programme is not one of spoliation and robbery." 

This is good enough chaff for a flower-show entertainment, 
but what the supporters of the Government in the country 
expect soon is legislation in the direction of putting an end 
to the " spoliation and robbery" of landlordism operating 

now so cruelly in both town and country. We are about 
sick of this everlasting supply of fig-leaves to cover up the 
naked truth. 

• » # 

At the close of the first half of the present session of 
Parliament, some 400 members signed a Memorial to the 
Prime Minister in favour of the Government bringing for-
ward next session their promised legislation on the Taxation 
of Land Values. We sincerely trust the Government will 
act on the advice of this Memorial. There is crying need 
for such legislation at the earliest possible moment. No 
doubt there are other demands to be met, made by the 
vigilant and more powerfully organised politicians. The 
Nonconformists got precedence with the Education Bill in 
the first session, along with the Labour Party's Trades Dis-
putes Bill. But the Government have got to realise that 
the thought in the country making for the much desired 
improvement in the social life of the people, still exists. * * • 

Then there is the House of Lords in the way. But, as 
Sir Charles Dilke pointed out to his constituents, June 7th, 
" the Lords could not interfere with the passing of a tax on 
land values." Education, Trades Disputes, Workmen's 
Compensation, Plural Voting, Temperance, Disestablish-
ment, Merchant Shipping, are each and all liable to be 
emasculated or rejected by the Lords. One or two of such 
attacks by the Lords will provoke the inevitable struggle 
between the two Houses, and throw the country into the 
throes of the old cry—" End them or mend them." 

But the politicians should reflect. Not one of the reforms 
named above, or all of them put together, can bring to the 
people, and to the trade of the country, the much-desiderated 
relief from the blighting evils of land monopoly, unemploy-
ment, or excessive taxation. The Taxation of Land Values 
will bring relief in these directions and the Lords cannot 
interfere with its passing. 

• * * 

" Appropriate rent (economic rent)" says Henry George 
in his " The Land Question," " in the way I propose and 
speculative rent would be at once destroyed. The dogs in 
the manger, who are now holding so much land they have 
no use for, in order to extract a high price from those who 
want to use it, would be at once choked off, and land from 
which labour and capital are now debarred under penalty of 
a heavy fine would be thrown open to improvement and 
use. The incentive to land monopoly would be gone. 
Population would spread where it is now too dense, and 
become denser where it is now sparse. 

" Appropriate rent (economic rent) in this way, and not 
only would natural opportunities be thus open to labour and 
capital, but all the taxes which now weigh upon production 
and rest upon the consumer could be abolished. The 
demand for labour would increase, wages would rise, every 
wheel of production would be set in motion." 

* * * 

L I B E R A L I S M AND S O C I A L I S M . — I n a speech at a picnic 
of the Peeblesshire Liberal Association, August 25th, the 
Master of Elibank, referring to the attitude taken up by the 
Labour-Socialist Party towards the Liberal Party, said— 

" Speaking as Scottish Liberal Whip, it might be 
necessary in the future to embark upon a crusade 
against Socialism, for Liberalism had never thriven 
upon Socialism. They did not believe that they should 
have a public ownership of the means of production, 
nor that necessarily capital and labour were antagonistic, 
nor that it was the right of every man to obtain labour 
from the State, nor that it was the duty of the State to 
give labour when there was not a demand for it." # # * 

So far so good. We do not believe that " i t is the right 
of every man to obtain labour from the State," but we also 
affirm that the State has no right to maintain laws and 
institutions which prevent men having employment, and 
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this we submit to the Scottish Whip as a sound and a safer 
principle of Liberalism. The day has gone by when the 
Liberal Party can subsist on economic negations. But if 
the Liberals do insist in so arming themselves for this 
" crusade," then we venture to predict that they will as 
surely bite the dust as did the armour-plated knight in his 
famous bout with the " Boss," in Mark Twain's " Yankee at 
the Court of King Arthur." The report of this speech of 
the Whip says that he was attentively listened to. This is 
where the delusion may creep in at Liberal meetings. But the 
audience, the great bulk of whom belong to the industrious 
classes, will listen just as " attentively " and more so to the 
Socialists when they come along with their more tempting 
appeals to those who have a hard daily struggle to make 
ends meet on a living wage. 

» » * 

We are about tired hearing what the State cannot 
rightly do. We want to hear more from Liberals how 
they are going to destroy privilege and bring us to 
that equality of opportunity of which we have heard 
so much in the past, and without which Liberalism is but a 
barmecide feast. Until Liberal legislation slacks back the 
economic pressure, caused by unjust privilege and monopoly, 
on the industrious classes of the community the feeling in 
favour of State socialism will grow stronger, and at the expense 
oftrueLiberalism. Asthechairmanof the Independent Labour 
Party said at their last convention—the party will grow 
stronger not so much because of anything they may do, 
but rather because of economic conditions which formed the 
background of all their efforts. 

« » * 

He believed he was right in saying that it was physically 
impossible for a working man in England in the Nineteenth 
Century to bring up an average-sized family, pay his own 
way, and obtain that reasonable amount of comfort which 
every man who honestly worked had the right to demand, 
and yet to make any adequate provision for his own old age. 
—Professor J. H. B Masterman, in his fifth lecture at 
Cambridge on " British Institutions," August 24th. 

* * * 

Speaking at the opening ceremony in connection with a 
public park, Gowbarrow Fell, 750 acres, purchased by the 
National Trust for ,£12,000, August 9th, the Speaker of the 
House of Commons sa id:—"They heard in these days a 
good deal about access to mountains, and various legislative 
proposals had been suggested by which they might bring the 
British public to the top of a Scotch mountain. One of the 
most successful ways was the method adopted by the 
National Trust—namely, to buy it for the public. That 
was the course he strongly recommended to his friend 
Mr. James Bryce when he was seeking to obtain access to 
mountains in Scotland." 

* * * 

For a pure unadulterated sample of landlordism as it is 
understood and freely expressed by its supporters, this by 
our "first commoner" deserves to rank high. That the 
people should buy Ben Lomond, the Cobbler, Goatfell, or 
any other of our eternal hills is a suggestion. But there 
is no immediate hurry, and we rather incline to a con-
sideration of it when the Speaker sees through the House 
the measure that will schedule the value of the hills, for 
taxation purposes! 

« • * 

That eminent and indefatigable Single Taxer, Tom L. 
Johnson, of the United States, is still actively engaged in 
his campaign against the street monopolists of Cleveland, 
Ohio, over whose affairs and destiny he presides as Mayor with 
so much acceptance and enthusiastic approval. The Cleveland 
Leader, July 26th, publishes pictorial illustrations showing 
the Mayor watching and directing the operations of some 
300 labourers, by order, tearing up the tracts of the Cleveland 
Electric Railway Company to the extent of some 3,40c feet. 
It appears that on 1 ith June the City Council, by resolution 

ordered the Cleveland Electric Company to move their track 
to the east side of the street, to make way for the track of 
another street railway. The Cleveland Electric paid no 
attention to this order, hence the disturbance. The daily 
papers here report that Tom L. has invented a motor car to 
go 250 miles an hour, and that he is to preside at a large 
gathering soon to be addressed by Wm. J. Bryan. In the 
midst of his numerous public duties the Mayor writes to us 
on the progress of the movement here for the taxation of 
land values. 

* * * 

London Opinion has been publishing during the past 
month a series of articles on, " The Problem of the Land." 
The article No. IV., contained in the issue of 25th August, 
has for its sub-title, " Scientific Redistribution of Taxation," 
and ably advocates the taxation of land values. Referring 
to the question of small holdings the writer well says :— 

" I t should be noted that those who are already 
' small holders' need not fear that they will be adversely 
affected by any fresh land taxation, since their relief in 
other directions must more than make up for any tax 
imposed on their land, as they will realise in every case 
if they take the trouble to work the figures out for 
themselves. The re-adjustment of the present Land 
Tax on the lines contemplated in the Act of William I I I . 
—which well-informed politicians confidently expect to 
be introduced in next April's Budget—will be a redis 
tribution rather than an imposition of taxation; a 
redistribution which should add to our national pros-
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perity by placing the burden where it can best be borne, 
and in many ways encouraging productiveness both in 
agriculture and in manufactures." 

* * * 

Some of our friends and co-workers in the Colonies have 
been complaining of our new Liberal Daily, The Tribune, 
that, it has not come up to their expectations in the matter 
of radical land reform—to what they were led to expect in 
this regard from the accredited agents of the paper in 
advance. We take the opportunity to say that the Single 
Taxers of Britain are more indebted to the Tribune than 
to any of other Liberal daily papers. The Tribune, 
in our view, is the very best public-spirited exponent of 
wholesome liberalism and radicalism, and is most generous 
in its news and support of the movement for the taxation of 
land values. Of course it is not so strong in the faith as we 
could wish, but our friends abroad should reflect that it is 
very very difficult for even the ablest journalist to co-relate 
our question with everyother social proposal that clamoursfor 
deserved recognition and approval. No journalist, be he 
never so sympathetic, can do this unless he sees how the 
picture hangs. Verb. sap. 

• * # 

THE PICTURE.—After reaching his conclusion that com-
mand of the land which labour requires is command of all 
the fruits of labour, save enough to enable labour to exist, 
Henry George, in " Progress and Poverty," says :— 

" S o simple and so clear is this truth that to fully see 
it once is always to recognise it. They are pictures 
which, though looked at again and again, present only 
a confused labyrinth of lines or scroll work—a landscape, 
trees, or something of the kind—until once attention is 
called to the fact that these things make up a face or a 
figure. I t is so in this case. In the light of this truth 
all social facts group themselves in an orderly relation, 
and the most diverse phenomena are seen to spring 
from one great principle." 

* * » 

T H E D I F F I C U L T I E S OF L A N D P U R C H A S E . — S o m e idea of 
the difficulties which have to be met in dealing with wretched 
areas and in erecting improved dwellings may be gathered 
from a report just issued by the Kensington Borough 
Council. They decided to improve the notorious Notting 
Dale area, where five streets, containing one forty-fifth of the 
population of the borough, was responsible in one year for 
one-fifth of the admissions to the infirmary. Furthermore, 
in that institution the area was responsible for nearly a fifth 
of the total deaths. I t was found difficult for a public body 
to acquire property at the market price like an ordinary 
purchaser, and action was only made possible by the 
generous offer of Kensington's first Mayor, Sir Henry Sey-
mour King, M.P., who placed a large sum at the disposal of 
the committee free of interest, and agreed to accept entire 
liability for all purchases, should the Council not consent to 
take over any property that might be bought. The first 
purchases, in Kenley Street, were carried through without 
publicity, but directly this became known prices increased 
considerably, and ^ 3 0 0 and more was demanded for the 
ground leases of houses similar to those privately purchased 
for under ^ 2 0 0 . Some of the houses contained only four 
habitable rooms, and nearly half were sub-'.et at rents which, 
in some cases, were as high as is. per night T h e purchases 
involved great trouble, owing to the many ownerships con-
cerned .—Dai ly News, 30/7/06. 

* # * 

Mr. George Fowlds, of New Zealand, who visited this 
country during the summer to join in the celebration of his 
father's hundredth birthday, has been appointed Minister of 
Education and Immigration with a seat in the Cabinet. We 
offer our hearty congratulations. T h e appointment is a 
compliment not only to Mr. Fowlds, but to the Single Tax 
movement of the Colony. Mr. Mervyn James Stewart, who 
has just arrived in Great Britain from New Zealand, informs 
us that Mr. Robert M 'Nab has also been elected a member 

of the Cabinet as Minister of Lands and Agriculture. Mr. 
M'Nab, like Mr. Fowlds, ts a Single Taxer, unlimited. 

» * * 

Mr. Arthur Withy, than whom no one in the British 
movement for the Taxation of Land Values is more active, 
both with his pen and on the platform, had an opportunity 
one evening last month, in company with Dr. Braun of 
Hungary, of speaking in Hyde Park. Both gentlemen, 
while walking in the Park, got into conversation with mem-
bers of the National Democratic Federation. Mr. Withy 
handed them some leaflets, a supply of which he carries 
with him regularly. T h e conversation led to an invitation 
to Mr. Withy to speak, which he accepted. There were 
about 500 listening, and Dr. Braun assures us that the 
speech was worth listening to, well delivered, and received 
with great acceptance. Mr. Withy has been invited to 
speak again. 

It is not a very inviting place — Hydepark —- to 
speak in, because of neighbouring orators and singing by 
evangelistic groups, but, as it is, London Single Taxers who 
can state the case plainly, might go further and make fewer 
friends than can be obtained at Hydepark meeting on a 
summer evening. 

* * * 

From " T h e Free Age Press" we have received a copy of 
their latest green covered booklets containing two essays by 
Tolstoy, " T h e End of the Age," and " T h e Crisis in Russia," 
both well worth a place in the library of every earnest student 
of economics and socialogy. (Price 7d. post free, from our 
offices.) 

* * * 

In the former, comparing the political programme of the 
Liberals with the real needs and desires of the great mass of 
the Russian people, the peasantry, Tolstoy says :— 

" T h e y need nothing of this, they need something 
else—that which they have been long expecting and 
desiring, of which they are incessantly thinking and 
talking, and about which there is not one single word 
in all the Liberal petitions and speeches, and which is 
only incidentally alluded to in the revolutionary social-
istic programmes—-they expect and desire one thing, 
the liberation of the land from the law of property, 
common ownership of the land. When they are no 
longer deprived of the land, their children will not go 
to the factories; or, if they do, they will themselves 
settle their hours" and wages." 

* * * 

In another column we reproduce almost in full the seventh 
chapter of " The End of the Age," which is also well worthy 
of the most serious study, and almost seems as if written 
expressly to prove Karl Marx's basic and final conclusion 
that the exploitation, impoverishment, and enslavement of 
the masses of every country " have for their fundamental 
condition the annihilation of self-earned private property; 
in other words, the expropriation of the labourer." Or, as 
the same painstaking writer elsewhere expresses i t : " T h e 
expropriation of the agricultural producer, of the peasant, 
from the soil, is the basis of the whole process." 

* » » 

We have also received a copy of the English edition of 
Frederick C. Howe's book, " T h e City, the Hope of Demo-
cracy," which our American co-workers rate very highly and 
are unwearitd in their praise. We reviewed it at length 
in our August issue. (Publishers, T. Fisher Unwin. Price, 
7/6 nett.) 

* * * 

T H E C A S E OF T H E L A D Y W I T H I N C O M E OF ^ 5 5 P E R 
A N N U M FROM L A N D V A L U E S . — I am correctly quoted as 
saying that under a system of taxation where the burden of 
public revenue was made to rest upon publicly-created 
values, and not upon the earnings of individual industry, 
" all would ultimately benefit, even those who at present 
think they stand to lose." " G o o d Fa i th" asks in what form 
the recompense would reach the lady whose income was 
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^ 5 5 per annum from a feu-duty, which income, he says, I 
" propose to confiscate." Let me point out in passing that 
this question is exactly similar to that which was raised at 
the movement for the abolition of slavery with regard to the 
poor widow whose only wealth consisted in a dozen slaves; 
and the obvious and natural retort is that we are thinking 
in the meantime of the slaves, and not of the widow. To 
keep to the question, however, which " Good Fai th" has 
propounded, let me insist that precision of statement is 
necessary in dealing with questions like these. It has not 
been proposed to confiscate this lady's income, or that of 
any other person. What is demanded is that this lady in 
the meantime must consent to a reduction of her income by 
10 per cent, (the proposal of the Land Values Taxation 
(Scotland) Bill, 1906) as an inseparable part of a larger 
scheme, which is to break down the monopoly of land and 
all the natural sources of wealth; which is to lower all other 
forms of taxation, to increase the demand for labour, and to 
bring about a general increase of social prosperity. Now, 
though one is not permitted by severely practical men to 
draw upon the imagination at all, we must use this faculty 
if we are to make progress in social reform. And it only 
takes a little effort of the imagination to see that a lady with 
^ 4 5 per annum, living amidst a prosperous community, 
with few taxes to pay and cheaper food, surrounded by 
relatives who had no difficulty in earning good livings, and 
who, perhaps to her surprise, might even find a good market 
for her own services, would be much better off than when 
living with ^ 5 5 per annum in a community where struggle 
and failure among her friends and relatives are as frequent 
as success. While I cannot then satisfy " Good Faith " by 
indicating in what miraculous way the missing 10 per cent, 
of the lady's income would fall down the chimney or fly in 
at the window, I beg him to accept my conviction that 
conditions of prosperity following from the abolition of this 
obnoxious monopoly would be so considerable as amply 
to compensate the livers on feu-duties for the 10 per cent, 
deduction suffered.—Alex. M'Kendrick in the Glasgow 
Herald, 14th July, 1906. 

* * * 

The Yorkshire League (Secretary, Fred. Skirrow, 2 Darley 
Street, Bradford), is busy booking lectures for the coming 
winter, and there is every prospect of a good campaign. A 
York correspondent writes: that Mr. Skirrow's open-air 
meetings during the summer months have stirred up a great 
many to a fuller consideration of the public and individual 
benefits likely to accrue from our policy of taxing land values. 
At each meeting a considerable amount of literature on the 
question was sold and distributed. 

• # . 

We are well pleased to learn that in November next 
Lewis H. Berens will be publishing his monograph on 
Gerrard Winstanley, under the t i t le—"The Digger Move-
ment in the Days of the Commonwealth." The book will 
be published at 5/- net, and will be sent from these offices 
post free at the published price. We hope to receive many 
orders for same. As many of our readers will know from the 
extracts from his writings that appeared in our columns some 
years ago, Gerrard Winstanley was the Henry George, as well 
as the Tolstoi, of the seventeenth century, and was the first 
Englishman boldly to proclaim to his fellow-citizens that 
—to use his own words—" True Commonwealth Freedom 
lies in the free enjoyment of the Earth." 

• * * 

We heartily congratulate Mr. Betens on recovering, so far, 
from a recent severe illness, and on this decision to publish 
his monograph on the " Chief of the Levellers." This is a 
most interesting work which we can with confidence ask 
every single taxer and land reformer to obtain. Gerrard 
Winstanley's life and work is what Henry George would 
have named another proof that the truth he preached was 
seen by men in all ages, and the movement is indebted to 
Mr. Berens for his untiring labours in bringing before us so 
full an account of the life and strivings of this pioneer of 
darker days. 

Mr. Berens has recently received the following gratifying 
letter from our good friend William Lloyd Garrison:— 

" I have been working slowly ' Toward the Light.' 
For the most part I find myself in absolute agreement 
with its postulates and conclusions. Its spirit is of the 
best. The statements are luminous, the style is concise 
and interesting, the careful research is evident, and the 
apt quotations reinforce the reasoning. It is a work of 
service. I cannot say that the chapters on Interest 
convince me . . . however, I will read and ponder 
more. On the money question it is as clear as a bell ; 
and, although I do not suppose that an angel from 
heaven could change the beliefs of Wm. Jenning's 
Bryan, I wish you would send him a copy of your book 
with this chapter marked." 

* » * 

It is, indeed, true that huge incomes at present go to 
those who do not earn them, but how can the State rectify 
this by imposing heavily graduated taxation upon such 
incomes? It is surely the duty of the State to see to it 
that these incomes go to those who do earn them. Now all 
" unearned incomes " rest, directly or indirectly, upon land 
monopoly, and land monopoly exists because the State, 
instead of taking for public purposes the land values created 
by and therefore belonging to the whole community, allows 
this community-earned income to flow into the pockets of 
individuals. The first steps, therefore, is for the State to 
appropriate for State purposes this State-earned increment— 
(John Stuart Mill's inaccurate phrase " the unearned incre-
ment," is responsible for much of the loose thinking on these 
matters to-day)—and to cease to appropriate incomes that 
the State has not earned. Were this done the " unearned 
incomes" of the landed classes would disappear as "un-
earned incomes " to appear as earned income in the coffers 
of the State, and the " unearned income " now " enjoyed " 
by the State would be left in the pockets of those to whom 
it justly belongs; while, in addition to this, the tax on land 
values would force all idle land into use, thus rendering the 
workers economically independent. Eeah man would then 
receive the natural recompense of labour, the full product of 
his toil, and there would be no surplus whatever remaining 
for "unearned incomes" of any description.— Westminster 
Review, August, 1906. 

The Single Tax movement in Jamaica has just lost an 
able exponent and leader in the death of Wellesley Bourke, 
which took place at Kingston, Saturday, 21st July. Mr. 
Bourke was one of the leading citizens of Kingston and one 
of the oldest practising solicitors of the Colony. When a 
change in the incidence of taxation was promoted, Mr. 
Bourke, in a series of articles appearing in the Jamaica Daily 
Telegraph, advocated the taxation of land values. This 
policy was not adopted at the time, but Mr. Bourke kept 
the question before the public, and shortly before his death 
expressed his pleasure at the progress of the discussion, and 
his confidence in the ultimate triumph of the policy. We 
join in the numerous expressions of sympathy tendered to 
the bereaved family. 
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T H E C O M I N G R E V O L U T I O N . 

T H E F R U I T S O F L A N D M O N O P O L Y . * 
BY LEO TOLSTOY. 

It is generally thought that the cruellest slavery is personal 
slavery : when one man can do anything he likes with another 
—torture, mutilate, kill him—while that which we do not even 
call slavery—the prevention of the possibilities of using the 
land—is thought merely a certain somewhat unjust economi-
cal institution. 

But this view is quite false. 
What Joseph did with the Egyptians, what all conquerors 

have done with the vanquished, what is now being done by 
men to men in the prevention of the possibility of using the 
land, is the most dreadful and cruel slavery. The personal 
slave is the slave of one, but the man deprived of the right 
to use the land is the slave of all. Even this is not the 
principal calamity of the land slave. However cruel 
might have been the owner of the personal slave, in view of 
his own advantage and that he might not lose the slave, he 
did not force him to work incessantly, did not torture him, 
did not starve him, whereas the man deprived of the land is 
always obliged to work beyond his strength, to suffer, to 
starve, and can never for one minute be completely provided 
for—i.e., set free from the arbitrary will of men, and 
especially from the arbitrariness of evil and avaricious men. 
Yet even this is not the chief calamity of the land slave. 
His chief calamity is that he cannot live a moral life. Not 
living by labour on the land, not struggling with nature, he 
is inevitably obliged to struggle with men, to endeavour to 
take from them by force or cunning that which they have 
acquired from the land and from the labour of others. 

Land slavery is not, as is thought even by those who 
recognise deprivation of land as slavery, one of the remain-
ing forms of slavery, but it is the radical and fundamental 
slavery from which has grown and grows every form of 
slavery, and which is incomparably more painful than 
personal slavery. Personal slavery is but one of the 
particular cases of exploitation by land slavery, so that the 
emancipation of men from personal slavery without their 
emancipation from land slavery is not emancipation, but 
merely the cessation of one form of exploitation by slavery, 
and in many cases, as it was in Russia (when the serfs were 
emancipated with but a small portion of land), is a deceit 
which can only for a time conceal from the slaves their true 
position. 

The Russian people always understood this during 
serfdom, saying :—-" We are yours but the land is ours," and 
during the emancipation they unceasingly and unanimously 

•demanded and expected the emancipation of the land. 
During the emancipation from serfdom, the people were 
cajoled by a little land being given them, and for a time 
subsided, but with increase of population the question of 
the insufficiency of land again arose before them, and that 
in the clearest and most definite form. 

While the people were serfs they used the land as much as 
was necessary for their existence. The Government and the 
landowners had the care of distributing the increased popula-
tion of the land, and so the people did not see the essential 
injustice of the seizure of the land by private individuals. 
But as soon as serfdom was abolished the care of the 
Government and landowners concerning the people's 
economic agricultural—I shall not say welfare, but—possi-
bility of existence was also abolished. The quantity of land 
which the peasants might possess was once for all determined 
without the possibility of increasing it, whilst the population 
increased, and the people saw more and more clearly that it 
was impossible to live thus. They waited for the Govern-
ment to rescind the laws which deprived them of the land. 
They waited ten, twenty, thirty, forty years, but the land has 

* From " T h e End of the A g e " (chapter vii). By Leo Tolstoy. 
F r o m our Offices, 376-77 Strand, W . C . 5d., post free. 

been seized more and more by private landowners, and 
before the people was placed the choice: of starving, 
ceasing to multiply, or altogether abandoning rural life, and 
forming generations of navvies, weavers and locksmiths. 
Half-a-century passed, their position kept becoming worse 
and worse, and reached such a state that the order of life 
which they regarded as necessary for Christian life began to 
fall to pieces, and the Government not only did not give 
them land, but gave it to its minions, and, securing it for the 
latter, intimated to the people that they need never hope for 
the emancipation of the land,! while on the European model 
it organised for them an industrial life—with labour inspec-
tion—which the people regarded as bad and sinful. 

The withholding from the people of their legitimate 
right to the use of land is the principal cause of the calamit-
ous position of the Russian people. The same cause lies 
at the basis of the misery and discontent with their position 
of the working people of Europe and America, the difference 
is only this: that as the seizure of the land from the 
European people by the recognition of the lawfulness of 
landed property took place long ago ; so many new relations 
have covered up this injustice that the men of Europe and 
America do not see the true cause of their position, but 
search for it everywhere: in the absence of markets, in 
tariffs, in unfair taxation, in capitalism, in everything, save 
in the withholding from the people of their right to the 
land. 

To the Russian people the radical injustice—not having 
yet been completely perpetrated upon them—is clearly seen. 
The Russian people living on the land clearly see what 
people wish to do with them, and they cannot reconcile 
themselves to it. 

t This stage in the development of the enslavement and exploitation 
of the Russian people corresponds economically to that of the period of 
the Enclosure Acts in Great Britain. 

J O H N T R O T T E R , FFIST 

4 0 Gordon S t r e e t , GLASGOW. 
Telephones: .. 

Corporation, 
3 6 3 6 . 

National, 
5 8 6 5 
Royal. 

The Latest American Invisible 
Frameless Spectacles and Eye-

glasses supplied in Gold, Gold 
Filled, or Steel Mounts. For light-

ness and appearance they are un-
equalled. Prices moderate . 

All KODAK and other 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES kept In Stock. 

( C i n e m a t o g r a p h a n d 
L a n t e r n E n t e r t a i n m e n t s 

Given in Town or Country. 
Terms Moderate. 

BUSINESS HOURS: 9 A.M. TO 6 .30 P.M. SATURDAYS, 9 A.M. TO 4.30 P.M. 

Bad Printing 
Often means Cheap Printing. 

We do GOOD PRINTING 
At Reasonable Prices. 

A r t i s t i c a n d C o m m e r c i a l W o r k 
. . . . P r o m p t l y E x e c u t e d . 

W . M ' L E L L A N & CO., 
240 HOPE STREET, 

Corporation Telephone No. 4408. <X5X G L A S G O W , 



7 o Land Values. September, 1906. 

1Rc\vs of tbc Movement. 

In one direction she has certainly not 
New Zealand, gone too far. She has not carried her 

wa- on land monopoly to the point of 
making it impossible. Yet she has done enough to 
demonstrate the effect of land value in opening opportunity, 
in stimulating industry, in promoting the demand for labour, 
and in improving social and economic conditions. New 
Zealand is a country without strikes ; a land where the tramp 
and the beggar are almost unknown; it was the one 
industrial community in all the world which escaped the 
dreadful industrial collapse which girdled the globe, begin-
ning in Australia in 1889 and attaining its climax in the 
United States in 1893. 

It is not true that the single tax is in operation in New 
Zealand. Far from it. But it is true that a partial applica-
tion of the principle has been brought about by the Seddon 
government and that there is a gradual tendency to a still 
wider application. Nearly 70 municipalities and Rating 
Boards have already voted for and established the land 
value tax for local revenue and so thoroughly satisfactory 
have been the results that in not a single instance has there 
been a return to the old system. 

Premier Seddon in all this experimental work was a bold 
and resourceful leader. He was not afraid of a new idea. 
He thought that if it were possible to achieve progress in 
building ships and manuficturing machinery and imple-
ments, it should in like manner be possible to make progress 
in government. He did not believe that wisdom died with 
the fathers. He was willing to put every suggestion to the 
test. If it stood the test, it was accepted ; if it failed, it was 
set aside; it ceased to obtrude itself. It has thus come 
about that New Zealand has the best and the cheapest 
public service in the world. Her social and industrial 
conditions are perhaps the best. She has little if any 
private monopoly outside that of land ; and land monopoly 
in New Zealand has all but been destroyed by the partial 
application of the single tax. She is in a remote part of the 
world. Her territory is small. Her total population is less 
than that of some of our cities. She has no great manufac-
turing centres. Yet with all her limitations she is prosperous, 
progressive, and marvellously free from many of the ills 
familiar to other civilized countries.— The Daily Democrat, 
12/6/06. 

T H E M A Y O R OF D E V O N P O R T ' S T E S T I M O N Y . — R e a s o n s i n 

favour of Rating on Unimproved Value, given by Mr. J. C. 
Macky, ex-Mayor of Devonport, New Zealand, when Rating 
on unimproved Value was adopted by that Borough in 
1900 :— 

—ft has removed the heavy rates which formerly were 
foolishly charged on all improvements. 

2.—It has greatly encouraged building, and the progress, 
improvement, and sanitation of the Borough. 

3.—It has given increased employment to labour, and 
has encouraged trade. 

4 —It has largely lightened the taxation on almost all the 
inhabitants of the Borough, who, by their presence, industry, 
and expenditure have made Devonport what it is. 

5 — I t has specially reduced the rates on working-men's 
homes and small residences. 

6.—It has encouraged thrift by taking off an injurious tax 
on industry. 

7.—It has discouraged the holding of unproductive areas 
for an increased value caused by the improvements of 
neighbours. 

8.—It has made empty allotments bear their fair share of 
taxation. Formerly the occupied and improved allotments 
paid from 8 to 14 times as much as the vacant allotments of 
the same size and frontage, although the latter received 
equal benefits from the Borough expenditure, and although 

those vacant lots render the cost of roads, footpaths, water 
and drainage, etc., greater to those who build upon their 
lots, inasmuch as the roads, etc., must be taken past the 
vacant lots to reach the improved ones. 

9.—It is fair and just to all, as it makes those pay most 
who get the greatest pecuniary benefit from the rates and 
the general expenditure of the .Borough. 

10.—It is being adopted by a constantly increasing 
number of Boroughs, Counties, and Road Districts, and has 
proved a success wherever it has been tried. 

The Single Tax has made in Germany good 
G e r m a n y , progress lately. The fact that there exist from 

the Middle Ages still 1,500 towns and villages 
with common land enough to pay all imperial and local 
taxes and rates, 500 of which have even such an excess that 
they can pay every citizen on New Year's day from £ 5 to 
£ 2 0 as his share out of the revenue of the common land 
(Almende), and the further fact that pauperism is unknown 
in these, and criminality eight times less in percentage than 
in other communities of the same country, have made it 
comparatively easy to convince the well educated people of 
the urgent need to nationalise the revenue of the land just 
as the railways, canals, post and telegraphs are nationalised. 
They have introduced into quite a big number of larger 
German towns a small instalment of the Single Tax, and in 
Kioutshou, the German Colony io China, the Government 
has introduced a tax of 6 % of the capital value of land, thus 
stopping all land speculation, and besides, if the land is sold 
at a higher price than before, the Government takes 33%. 
The value of the owner is taken as the basis, but to prevent 
him giving too low a price the Government has the right to 
buy at his price the land at any moment if it thinks it is 
too low valued. This is all the reason why the German is 
comparatively so much better off in spite of Protection, not 
due to Protection as Mr. Chamberlain will make us believe, 
but to the effective crippling of land speculation by the 
taxation of land values.—R. Ockel. 

The Land Reform Movement in Sweden 
is now making good headway in the Henry Georgian spirit, 
thanks to the untiring labour of Johan Hansson, through 
lectures and pamphlets and numerous articles in many of 
the prominent newspapers of Sweden, especially in the 
widely circulated temperance press over there. " L a n d 
Reform Leagues" are founded in Gothenburg, Stockholm, 
and Karlskrona, and a number of prominent men have joined 
the movement. 

We reproduce the platform adopted and published by the 
" Land Reform League " of Gothenburg :— 

" T h e Land Reform League" maintains, that the 
natural resources of the country ought not to ba subject 
to private monopolisation and exploitation, and that 
the values created through the growth and advancement 
of the community should be devoted, as far as possible, 
to the benefit of the people. 

For the promotion of these ends the League demands :— 
1. The mode of assessment of Real Estate is to be 

so changed, that the real value of the land is ascertained, 
apart from improvement values, as far as can be done. 

2. The land values are taxed both by State and 
Municipalities, being gradually raised so that all present 
taxes on labour or consumption may be abolished as 
far as possible. 

3. The means of communication and natural re-
sources (landed estates, forests, waterfalls, commons) 
must not be relinquished, but should either be utilised 
by the community itself, or let in a way most beneficial 
to the commonwealth, and so that the full ground rent 
may be secured by the community. 

4. Such means of communication, larger forest, 
waterfall, and commons, that are now privately owned, 
ought to be acquired by the State and Municipalities. 
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5. The State and Municipalities should promote the 
movements for securing individually owned homes and 
small holdings, especially on tracts of land already 
belonging to the community. 

This platform, it will be noticed, lays somewhat more 
stress on the acquisition (by the State) of the land itself, 
than our Danish League, which exclusively devotes itself to 
tax reform. The Danish movement adheres more fully to 
the teachings of Hemy George than the friends of land 
reform in Sweden and Germany. In England, those who 
are of the same opinion as we, have long severed all 
connection with the " Landnationalizationists," who demand 
that the land itself should be acquired by the State. Also 
at home there is often confusion in people's minds in regard 
to these two movements, which, however, are quite different, 
even if the aim may be the same. Henry George has 
himself once decidedly rejected the phrase " Landnational-
ization," which in no way expresses his great idea of reform: 
Taxation of Land Values.—From Ret, the Danish Single 
Tax Paper. 

Western T h e l a n d v a l u e t a x a t i o n policy of Western 
Australia Aus t ra l i a> w o r d of which we reported from the 

" recent speech ofthe Prime Minister (Mr. Newton 
J. Moore) in our July issue is now set forth in advices from 
Australia. We quote the following from the Tribune, 22/8/06. 

The Act will provide for an ordinary land tax of 2d. in 
the pound, or a fraction under 1 per cent., on the unim-
proved value of land, whether rural or urban. This rate, 
however, will only apply to "undeserving cases," in which 
the improvements do not represent half the value of the 
land. In other cases a rebate comes into operation. The 
man whose improvements equal or exceed half the value of 
the land on which they are made will be charged only on 
the basis of id. in the pound on the unimproved value. 
Thus, if on property of the total value of £1 ,000 the im-
provements are worth £ 4 0 0 , the unimproved value is £ 6 0 0 . 
As the improvements equal more than half of the unimproved 
land value, the rebate would be allowed, and the owner 
would pay a tax of id. in the pound after the exemption 
had been deducted. That is to say, in the case of city 
properties he would pay on £ 6 0 0 less £ 5 0 exemption, or 
£ 5 5 ° ; and if the property were a farm he would pay on 
£600 , less .£250 exemption, or ,£350. In the first case 
the tax would be £2 5s. iod., and in the latter £1 9s. 26. 
If on property of the total value of £ 1 , 0 0 0 the improvements 
totalled £300—less than half the unimproved value of £ 7 0 0 
—the landowner would pay on the 2d. basis. On town lands 
he would pay on £650, and on rural lands on ,£450, and 
the tax works out at £ 5 8s. 3d. and £ 3 15s. respectively. 

The Federal Labour Party and the Question. 
The Tribune also reports :— 

An even more drastic measure has been agreed upon by 
the Federal Labour Caucus for the entire Commonwealth. 
It is based upon the following graduated scale :— 

Estates under ,£5,000 unimproved value, exempt. 
F r o m £ s ,000 to ^10.000, Jd. in the pound. 
From £10,000 to £15,000, id. 
From ,£15,000 to ,£20,000, i^d. 
From £25 ,000 to £30,000, 2^d. 
From £30 ,000 to £40,000, 3d. 
From £40 ,000 to £60,000, 3^d. 
Over £60,000, 4d. 

On an estate valued at £20,000, the first £ 5 , 0 0 0 would 
be exempt, the second £5 ,000 charged |d. , the third id., 
and so on. 

The caucus has decided to give its land taxation scheme 
first place in the policy of the Labour Party throughout the 
Commonwealth at the forthcoming election, and to regard 
the fiscal issue as a relatively insignificant question in com-
parison with the problem of the land. 

OUR OBJECT. 

This journal exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

A T a x on L a n d Values is not a t ax on land, 
but on the value of land. T h u s it would not fall on 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on tha t not 
in proport ion to the use made of it, but in proportion 
to its value. I t would thus be a t ax , not on the use 
or improvement of land, but on the ownership of land, 
taking what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments under the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values 
all value created by individual use or improvement 
would be excluded, and the only value taken into con-
sideration would be the value a t taching to the bare 
land by reason of neighbourhood, public improve-
ments, &c. T h u s the farmer would have no more 
t axes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot 
erected a valuable building would be taxed no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant . 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, in short, would call 
upon men to contr ibute to the public revenues, not in 
proport ion to what they produce or accumulate, but 
in proport ion to the value of the natural opportuni t ies 
they hold. It would compel them to pay just as 
much for holding land idle as for put t ing it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government, and greatly 
reduce its cost. 

(3) It would do away with fines and penalties now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
builds a machine, or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duction or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

I t would, on the other hand, by taking for public 
uses t ha t value which a t taches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the communi ty , make 
the holding of land unprofi table to the mere owner, 
and profitable only to the user. I t would thus make 
it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold 
natural opportuni t ies—such as valuable land—unused 
or only half used, and would throw open to labour 
the ill imitable field of employment which the earth 
offers to man. 

PRICE, ONE SHILLING NET. 

THE GREAT SOCIAL NOVEL, 
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" OUR POLICY." 
" We would simply take for the community what belongs 

to the community—the value that attaches to land by the 
growth of the community ; leave sacred to the individual 
all that belongs to the individual"—Henry George. 

IS T H E SINGLE T A X A T A X O N 
O N E C L A S S ? 

" By one wise provision divine providence has seen to it that 
through the never stationary but constantly progressive and in-
creasing value of the land the means to defray the costs of the 
government keep step in direct ratio to the growth of the population, 
and the very causes that increase and multiply the demands made 
on the land increase proportionately its ability to meet them. . . . 
This beautiful provision made by natural law for the fast increasing 
social needs of civilisation proves that God has intended civilisa-
t i o n . — H t n r y George. 

As against the truth above expressed it is frequently 
urged by opponents that to defray the costs of 
Government from land values would be to single out 
a special class in the community for taxation and 
would therefore presumably violate Adam Smith's 
first maxim of taxation, viz.:—" The subjects of every 
State ought to contribute towards the cost of the 
Government as nearly as possible in proportion to 
their respective abilities: that is in proportion to the 
revenue which they respectively enjoy under the 
protection of the State." 

Though this objection has been frequently answered 
and demolished it still crops up and carries weight 
in the minds of many, which must be one excuse 
for dealing with it once again. Let us see whether 

it is true that the Single Tax would mean class 
taxation. At first blush this would appear to be 
obviously the case, because if land values (or rent) are 
appropriated by a special class, as at present they are, 
this class must be specially taxed if the costs of 
Government are defrayed from land values. But 
second thoughts throw doubt 011 this conclusion, 
because they involve an examination of what it is 
that gives rise to the value of land. If it be true that 
land acquires its value solely through the presence 
and activities of the community, then if any one class 
is permitted to monopolise this value it follows that 
confiscation is also permitted, because that class 
appropriates something which neither it nor any mem-
ber of it ever has made or ever will make. If such 
confiscation would be ended by taking for the public 
what the public has created how by any stretch of 
the imagination can that be called class taxation? 
On the contrary, to realise the above is to realise that 
the Single Tax so far from meaning the taxation of 
any one class by the public would mean the stoppage 
of taxation of the public by a class. To tax land 
values either in part or in whole is to check or abolish 
the private taxation at the hands of a class which the 
public now has to bear. This is the repeal—not the 
imposition of taxation. 

Properly understood, therefore, it is not a tax at all 
but a simple means of stopping private taxation. 
That such private taxation of the community has 
been legalised by all the formalities of human statute 
qualifies the fundamental truth not one whit, and when 
the public sees through the imposture, and tiring of 
being bled decides that it shall cease, it will not be 
deterred by the specious plea now put forward that 
to end it would be to specially tax a class. 

But the matter may be examined from another 
point of view. Would the Single Tax be paid by the 
landlord class only or would it be paid by every 
member of the community? Those who answer that 
it would be a class tax shut their eyes to the patent 
fact that as things are everyone now makes this payment, 
i.e., every member of the community now pays this 
tax to some landlord, and that as the Single tax only 
means the transference of payment from the landlord 
to the State, it follows that under it every member of 
the community would continue to pay the tax. Ground 
rent is at present paid by every self-supporting mem-
ber of the community. Not only does he pay rent 
direct to a landlord for leave to occupy himself on 
land, but rent also enters into every single article he 
uses or consumes. This rent varies directly with the 
efficiency of the public services rendered by Govern-
ment. Consider the land on which London stands. 
Great sums are paid to private individuals for the 
privilege of using it. But would such prices be paid 
if the functions of Government and London County 
Council were inefficiently performed or altogether 
neglected. Picture London without a Fire Brigade. 
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Is it not certain that owing to the increased fire risk 
the demand for building sites would fall and that 
consequently their value would fall too? This decline 
in site values would grow as each Municipal or 
Governmental service fell into neglect. Without 
drainage,lighting, police, paving, Thames Conservancy, 
schools, army, navy, land values would further decline 
till at last we can easily see how without civilised rule 
London might become a place shunned by all, and 
land there have next to no value because no one 
would want it. In other words land values would 
disappear. 

But as things are the London public gets all the 
advantages of Government services, so land is much 
desired, and irony of irony, for the right to profit by 
these services .£15,000,000 in ground rent is paid to 
private persons yearly! So we come to this: every 
individual in the body public pays the Single Tax 
now, but he pays it to private landlords—not to the 
State. Our proposal is to reverse the order so that 
payment will be made to the State which performs 
the services resulting in land values. This done, it is 
clear that so far from being a class tax as alleged, it 
would in reality be a tax contributed to by all, the 
payment made being proportional to the special 
advantage of position each member of the community 
might enjoy " under the protection of the State," as 
Adam Smith has it. 

The feeling that the Single Tax would mean tax-
ation of one class has honestly entered many minds 
because they do not see that a class which originally 
acquired the privilege of exclusively holding land pro-
vided only that it defrayed all public expenses, has 
shaken off this obligation while the public slept, so 
that to reimpose the obligation would not be to tax a 
class but to assert national rights. The just principle, 
recognised for centuries, is that those who enjoy the 
common property should bear the common burdens. 

Do the British Isles belong to the British people or 
to the landlords ? If to the British people then the 
rent of land is also theirs, and the Single Tax instead 
of being a tax on any one class is merely the simplest 
and surest method of asserting the common right in 
land and rent. 

The putting of property in land in the same category 
as things produced by labour is a comparatively 
modern form of thought, and till we shake ourselves 
free from this false idea we shall continue in our 
present rut, taxing labour and its products while we 
permit the private appropriation of the fund which is 
the natural support of Government. Part of the price 
we pay for permitting this appropriation is that we 
must rob industry for the support of the State, because 
if we pass over the natural source of State income, we 
must perforce have recourse to an unnatural one. 
But, if it is denied that land and therefore rent justly 
is or can be private property; if the equal rights of 
the whole people to the use of the elements be asserted 
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without drawback or compromise then shall we be in a 
position to call on each individual in the community 
to contribute to the support of the State in proportion 
to the benefits he enjoys under the protection of the 
State, and the tax gatherer will cease robbing indivi-
duals of their earnings as at present he does. In our 
taxation we are now forced to deny the right of labour 
and capital to their full earnings because we admit the 
appropriation by another class of the common heritage. 
Affirm the right of the community to the common 
fund and in the same act shall we leave to the indivi-
dual the full earnings of his toil, for the earnings of 
labour never can be secured to the individual till the 
public has come by its own. 

W . R . L E S T E R . 

T H E N A T U R A L O R D E R . — " Are these natural ordinances 
for the individual and not for society ? Is not the coming 
together of individuals to join their powers the first step 
in civilisation ? Are there no natural laws for the governing 
of men so drawn together? Is not Nature's great, simple, 
cardinal mandate for social progress that men should 
associate in conditions of equality—not equality of physical, 
mental, or spiritual powers, but equality in respect of natural 
opportunities. Clear, and keep clear, the way to Nature's 
bounties, and then let individuals alone—that is the 
supreme canon of civilisation. T h e next rests upon and is 
subordinate to it, being that as social needs develop, the 
call for performances of social functions. This is required 
in order that the principle of equal rights shall not be dis-
turbed, which would occur were such performance made a 
privilege to be controlled by individuals.—The Menace of 
Privilege. 
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Scottish Botes ant) mews. 
[Sco t t i sh r eade r s ol Land Values a re inv i ted to send n e w s for th is 

co lumn . R e p o r t s of m e e t i n g s , or any r e f e r ence by pub l i c m e n , or 
publ ic bodies , to the l a n d ques t ion , or t h e t axa t ion of land va lues 
will be a p p r e c i a t e d . ] 

NOTICE. — H E N R Y G E O R G E C O M M E M O R A T I O N D A Y , 
19th S E P T E M B E R , 1906.—The ninth meeting held under the 
auspices of the Scottish League to commemorate the birth 
of Henry George will be held at 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow, 
Wednesday evening, 19th September, at 7.30. Mr. Chas. 
H. Smithson, of Halifax, will deliver the principal address. 
Ex-Treasurer James Fairlie (Falkirk), President of the 
League, will preside. Intimation will be sent to the 
members by post in the usual course. Strangers are 
cordially invited. 

• • » 

The coming winter's indoor meetings should be kept in 
view by friends of the movement. Secretaries and other 
office bearers of Political, Social Reform, and Literary 
Societies should be informed that the League is willing to 
provide speakers for lectures and debates on the land 
question. We shall be glad to forward such intimation to 
any society if our readers interested will supply names and 
addresses for the purpose. 

* « * 

" T h e Deduction Clause of the Land Values Taxation 
(Scotland) Bill, and its Bearing on the Wider Aspect of the 
Problem," should form an interesting subject for a lecture 
and discussion among the more advanced politicians. 

* * » 

The letters to the editor by members of the League con-
tinue to appear in the daily and weekly press. Outside the 
Glasgow papers, which seldom appear nowadays without 
some report, reference, or letters on the subject, letters have 
appeared in the London Tribune, Daily News, the Coatbridge 
Leader, where John Cameron has been in a correspondence 
since March last, the Kilmarnock Standard, the Paisley and 
Renfrewshire Gazette, and the British Weekly. This is 
the very best propaganda, the cheapest and best form of 
education, as the letters reach out to thousands of readers 
whom we do not meet at public meetings. We once more 
appeal to our friends who can handle a pen to be active in 
this open field, and please do not forget to mention that 
further information on the question can be had at the League 
Office. 

* # * 

We had a visit at the Rooms, 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow, 
last month from Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Firth, New South Wales, 
and Dr. Robert Bruan, of Lippa, Hungary. A meeting of 
the " b o y s " was called hurriedly to meet our visitors, 
Wednesday, 15 th August. About a couple of dozen 
responded, and a very pleasant evening was spent in an in-
forming exchange of opinion. Mr. and Mrs. Kirth are still 
in Scotland, Dr. Braun has returned to Hungary, where he 
hopes soon to set about translating " Protection or Free 
Trade " and " Progress and Poverty " into his native tongue. 

• • * 

Ex-Bailie Burl's examination by the Select Committee of 
House of Commons on the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) 
Bill is to be continued when Parliament meets again for the 
Autumn Session, 23rd October. Mr. Burt's Statement of 
Evidence and first day's examination was very favourably 
received and well reported, as reports go on our side of the 
subject, by the Scottish newspapers. 

* * « 

At a recent meeting of the Glasgow Landlords' Associa-
tion, Limited, held in the Chambers of the secretary, Mr T 
M. Stewart, 173 St. Vincent Street—Mr. W. C. M'Bain, J.P.^ 
in the chair—the secretary reported that the evidence'to be 
submitted on behalf of the Association before the Select 
Committee on the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill 
had now been printed and transmitted to the secretary of 

the Committee, and that the witnesses were likely to be 
heard by the Committee shortly after the resumption of the 
Parliamentary session on October 23rd. 

* * * 

" Briton," a correspondent in the Glasgow Evening Citizen, 
9/8/06, writes :—" Is it not possible to convene a meeting 
somewhere to consider the wisdom of starting an official 
medium against this threatened iniquity (land values 
taxation) before it is too late ? I will guarantee a fair pro-
portion of revenue for its support." 

* » # 

We are looking forward with interest to the holding of 
such meetings. It will be a treat to be at a land values tax-
ation meeting, organised and paid for by the other side on 
the question. The more they talk the better for us. 

* * * 

In a question put to the Secretary for Scotland in the 
House of Commons last month by Sir A. M. Torrance, it came 
out that in March last the Town Council of Gourock had to 
Pay £ 6 , 7 5 0 for half an acre of ground for Burgh purposes. * * * 

When the sittings of the Committee were suspended, 
when Parliament closed for the holidays, the Glasgow 
Herald and Scotsman assured their readers that the Bill was 
dead. At the same time the daily papers of the country 
reported that 400 Members had signed and presented 
a Memorial to the Prime Minister in favour of the Govern 
ment's Land Values Taxation legislation next session. 
Le Bill est mort, vive le Bill! 

* * * 

O.i the motion of Lord Provost Bilsland the Corporation 
of Glasgow, 3/8/06, decided unanimously to confer the free-
dom of the City on the Prime Minister, Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

« » # 

O j r compliments to the New Kilpatrick School Board 
for its bold pronouncement on the Land Values Taxation 
(Scotland) Bill. The chairman's speech was a gem for a 
School Board meeting, even in a suburban district of 
Glasgow. The Select Committee on the Bill at Westminster, 
when Parliament resumes, ought to summon the chairman as 
a witness in favour of the extension of the principle to rural 
parts. Like ex-Bailie Burt, Mr. Hamilton is strongly in 
favour of the seventh Clause of the Bill, though this was 
not mentioned in his speech. 

* * * 

The League is about to publish a new pamphlet on the 
" Agricultural Aspect of the Land Question," and showing 
how the Taxation of Land Values has already operated for 
good in the rural as well as in the urban districts of New 
Zealand and New South Wales. Advocates of the Taxation 
of Land Values are constantly being asked how would the 
tax on land values apply to agricultural land. A very good 
reply is to show how the tax has applied. The pamphlet is 
being published for this purpose. Price One Penny, from 
these Offices. 

The movement in Greenock and district for the taxation 
of land values has lost one of its leading supporters in the 
death of Bailie Wm. Steel, which took place at his home in 
Greenock, August 12th, after a short illness. Mr. Steel was 
known as a builder and property valuator, who advocated 
the taxation of land values. As he said at our Edinburgh 
Conference, the tax would affect his income considerably, 
but he was prepared for the change in the common interest, 
and worked loyally for the promotion of the movement. He 
was President of the Greenock Liberal Association, and 
interested himself in all progressive movements. We 
express to Mrs. Steel and her family our sincerest sympathy 
in their great loss. 
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Y O R K L E A G U E . 

Address by Mr. John Gulland, M.P. fo r Dumfries Burghs. 

Mr. John Gulland, M.P. for the Dumfries Burghs, was the 
principal speaker at an open air demonstration, held in the 
picturesque Homestead Grounds, York, on Tuesday night, 
12th June, on the question of the taxation of land values. 

Mr. J . M. Hogge, the president of the local league, said 
they found that the rateable value of York was something 
like .£390,000 per annum, and the actual land value of the 
city was equivalent to half its rateable value. 

" Look at that as a source of taxation," he proceeded, 
" a n d supposing we only imposed a tax of 2s. in the £ in 
York we would get annually ,£19,500, which would be 
equivalent to a shilling rate." 

If they imposed a taxation on the limit of 20s. in the jQ 
they would make York rate free, and they would have a very 
handsome sum over to do whatever they liked with. A tax 
on land values of r6s. in the £ would wipe off the entire 
rates, and the ratepayers of York would be free from the 
vexatious calls of the rate collectors. A scheme which had 
possibilities of that kind revealed a source of taxation which 
obviously the people had overlooked, and those who were 
interested in the welfare of their fellow men must see that 
such a source of revenue was tapped. 

Speech by Mr. Gulland. 
Mr. John Gulland said that the question of land values 

was one that had come to the front. Public opinion on the 
subject was a little more ripe in Scotland than in England. 
There was a feeling of hardship that taxes were put upon 
the wrong thing. 

We maintain, he argued, that the first thing to do is 
to separate the value of building from the value of land on 
which the building is built, and to put a tax on the land 
rather than on building. 

Freeing the land would prevent overcrowding and would 
enable people to live on the outskirts of the towns and cities, 
and to live sober, better, and happier lives. 

There was also a great deal of unemployed because there 
was no access to the land. If that land was brought inta 
the market it would encourage the building of factories, and 
would give employment. That was true with regard to the 
big cities, and it was true with regard to small towns. 

At Dunkeld, one of the most beautiful parts of Scotland, 
the Duke of Athol had tied it up because he wanted it to 
himself. T h e land belonged to the people, and they must 
enforce that doctrine by taxing the value of the land, and 
thereby show the landlord that he had no right to have the 
absolute ownership of it. The landlord could stop the pro-
gress of a community, and he (the speaker) claimed that it 

should not be in his power to say to a community " Thou 
shalt not expand." 

T h e only way to get out of the difficulty was to tax his 
land on its value. That also applied to agricultural districts. 
There were great stretches of land out of cultivation because 
the amount of money the landlord wanted was prohibitive. 

Our system instead of encouraging the small cultivator to 
put up new farm buildings and to do everything for the land, 
went against him by taxing improvements. They would 
readily see the wisdom of taxing the value of the land 
instead of taxing improvements. It had been done in New 
York, Paris, Prussia, and other places, and why couldn't it 
be done in old York ? Everywhere it had been successful. 
It had brought the land into cultivation, it had enabled the 
building of workmen's houses, it had encouraged industry, 
it had increased wages and employment, and it had pre-
vented all sorts of social troubles which we were troubled 
with here. 

Mr. Seebohm Rowntree, in proposing a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Gulland, said he agreed with the speaker in the 
belief that they would never have adequate solution of the 
poverty problem until they solved the land question. More 
than any other question the land question lay at the root 
(from the economic standpoint) of the poverty problem, and 
it was because of the importance of the question, as well as 
the great service which Mr. Gulland had done in the interests 
of land reform and a great number of other social questions 
that they were deeply indebted to him for his excellent 
address. 

The annual report of the York League for the Taxation 
of Land Values, issued by the hon. secretary (Mr. C. W. 
Sorensen), states that the League was founded in April, 
1905, with the object of organising local opinion in favour 
of the principle of " land values for the people who make 
them." 

W I S E W O R D S . — " T h e Republic rightly boasts of great 
achievements, and it has in reserve power for great things to 
come. But half-way measures will be worse than futile, 
since they will give growing time to Privilege. T h e one 
sure way to cure the ills that afflict the nation is to destroy 
Privilege at the root. And that, and only that, accords with 
the mandates of Justice."—The Menace of Privilege. 

How T O D E A L W I T H T H E T R U S T S (Ducal or Plebeian).— 
" Apply heavy taxation to the real value of its land, and the 
Steel Trust would collapse like a house of cards. It could 
no longer play dog in the manger with mineral land it could 
not itself use in fifty years. Nature's raw material for steel 
manufacturing would be thrown open to users, and com-
petitors would spring up on every hand—competitors whose 
only hope could be, not in monopoly prices, but in low 
prices and quick sales."—The Menace of Privilege. 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D NOTES. 
[A l l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s r e s p e c t i n g th i s c o l u m n shou ld b e sen t to t h e 

G e n e r a l Sec re t a ry , E n g l i s h L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values , 376 a n d 377 S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C . ] 

The Annual Dinner of the English League for the Taxa-
tion of Land Values, in commemoration of the life and work 
of Henry George (born, September 2nd, 1839), will be held 
on Monday, September 24th, at the Victoria Mansions 
Restaurant (Messrs. J. Lyons & Co. Ltd.), 24 Victoria St., 
Westminster, London, S.W., at eight o'clock. The chair 
will be taken by one of the Vice-Presidents of the League. 
Members and friends of the League who wish to attend the 
dinner are requested to send their names with remittance 
as early in the month as possible to the General Secretary of 
the League, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C. Tickets, 
3s. each. 

* * * 

The Central Council of the League decided to hold the 
dinner on a Monday, in consequence of a strong representa-
tion that many country members might be able to attend, if 
the date were brought within the limits of a "week-end" 
visit. It is hoped that some representative members of the 
Scottish League may be able to be present. 

# * • 

Mr. J. H. M Guigan, of the Portsmouth Single Tax Union, 
is a candidate for the Town Council at the November 
election. Our Portsmouth friends are engaged in a very 
active canvas of the ward he is contesting, and are making 
a special feature of the systematic distribution of literature. 

• * * 

The election of Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, at the East 
Denbighshire bye-election last month, by the record majority 
of 2,791, adds one more to the number of League members 
in the House of Commons. The comment of the Church 
Times is significant:— 

" T h e r e is little to be said of the bye-election at 
Denbigh. Mr. Hemmerde, the Radical candidate, was 
returned by the overwhelming majority of 2,791 votes 
in a constituency of about 10,000 voters. Mr. Griffith 
Boscawen made a plucky fight, but on such questions 
as Disestablishment and the Taxation of Land Values 
he was hopelessly at variance with the miners of the 
district; and his well-known adherence to tariff reform 
was not likely to have much effect on the constituency." 

* » * 

The Manchester Branch of the English League for the 
Taxation of Land Values held a meeting yesterday afternoon 
(Sunday, August 19th), in the Queen's Park, Harpurhey. 
There was a large crowd around a platform erected in the 
centre of the park. Mr. A. H. Scott, M.P., who presided, 
said that earnest men were everywhere being sent to Parlia-
ment and to the county and borough councils, but unless 
they had behind them an earnest and serious thinking public 
those reforms could not be accomplished which were essen-
tial to the better administration of the country. Among 
those reforms land reform stood out most prominently 
There was, for instance, in Manchester a City Council eager 
to do its duty to the people. It was anxious to give increased 
travelling facilities, more open spaces, and better bathing 
accommodation. All these objects entailed a great expendi-
ture of money. This led to an increased value of land, and 
the people who got the pecuniary benefit were those who 
did not contribute a farthing to the expenditure. There 
were as many different forms of land reform as there were 
religions. But all land reformers were united upon the 
necessity of separating the value of the land from the value 
of the buildings, and of making the land itself provide its 
just and fair proportion of taxation. This process presented 
no difficulty when the last Government passed the Agricul-
tural Rating Act, and it could be done in the cities as well 
as in the rural districts. This question was important both 
to country and town districts, because a radical land reform 

would restore the race of yeoman farmers to the land and 
would stop the influx of labour into the overcrowded towns. 
Mr. E. M'Hugh, who was closely associated with Mr. Henry 
George in his works, afterwards gave an address on the land 
question, and answered a good many questions addressed to 
him by the audience.—Manchester Guardian, August 19th. * * * 

Mr. M'Hugh's address was illustrated by charts, and his 
replies to questions gave much satisfaction to the audience 
and to local friends. He was followed by Mr. Skirrow 
(Keighley), Mr. Ockel (Warrington), Mr. E. Bates (a Man-
chester friend who suggested and largely organised the 
meeting), and Dr. Percy M'Dougall (Hon. Sec., pro tern., 
Lancashire Branch). Mr. M'Hugh then .again answered 
questions, and the meeting, which lasted about three hours, 
closed with a vote of thanks. We understand that Mr. 
M'Hugh spoke at the Reform Club on the following day 
(August 20th). 

« # # 

Mr. R. Ockel has arranged a meeting to be held in the 
Co-operative Hall, Warrington, on Saturday, September ist, 
at 3 p.m. 

» » • 

Several members of the League have contributed useful 
letters to the correspondence in London papers on such 
subjects as "Before the Abyss" {Daily News), and " T h e 
Bitter Cry of the Middle Classes" {Tribune). A curious 
illustration of the unexpected results sometimes brought 
about by letters to newspapers has just come to hand at the 
London office. A member of the League wrote to the 
Clarion last November and offered to send a copy of Land 
Values to any reader who applied. Over 100 applications 
were received. One of them came from a correspondent in 
Shanghai. "With the literature," says the member who 
made the offer, " I sent him a long letter, and he now tells 
me that my letter has been sent all around the Treaty Ports 
and to other places too out there." The Shanghai corres-
pondent has now placed himself in touch with the movement 
at home by subscribing to the English League. 

* * * 

The General Secretary will address the Woolwich 7th 
Branch of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers, at the 
A.S.E. Institute, Glyndon Road, Plumstead, on Friday, 
September 28th, on " Mining Royalties." He will be glad 
to hear as to lectures, from secretaries of clubs and associ-
ations, who are arranging their programmes for the coming 
autumn and winter. 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L V. 
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LAND VALUES TAXATION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

N E W K I L P A T R I C K S C H O O L B O A R D . 

The usual monthly meeting of the New Kilpatrick School 
Board was held in Bearsden School, on Tuesday evening, 
10th July. Mr. Wm. D. Hamilton occupied the chair, and 
the other members present were Messrs. Scouler, Ritchie, 
Biggar and Higgins. Attending—the Clerk, Mr. Wm. 
Higgins. 

Taxat ion of Land Values. 
Mr. John Scouler submitted the following motion :— 

" Tha t this Board desires to express its opinion that in 
the event of the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill 
becoming law its scope should be extended to include 
counties, and the Board herewith instructs the Clerk to 
advise the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
that is at present taking evidence on the subject of this 
resolution." 

While he was an ardent Conservative (Mr. Scouler de-
clared), he was prepared to move with the times. H e 
considered this a most conservative measure, as its effect 
would be to ultimately conserve to each man the full produce 
of his labour as wages. If the Bill were passed benefits 
would accrue to burghs which would be denied to counties, 
and he submitted that its scope should be extended so that 
in the event of school building the ratepayers might be 
saved many of the burdens imposed upon them by the 
present land system. H e accordingly moved that the motion 
be adopted. 

The Chairman had the utmost pleasure in seconding the 
resolution. H e had always taken an interest in this question. 
T h e stout opponents of this Bill had no conception of what 
was involved in a better and more just order of taxation. 
One of the Pitt's had said that there was a method by which 
you could tax the last rag from a man's back and the last 
bite out of a man's mouth ; the man might feel the pinch of 
hard times, but he would not know that a bad system 
of taxation had caused the hard times. These were 
exactly the conditions which prevailed to-day. Men were 
starved and naked, and out of employment, and they did 
not know it was a species system of taxation that caused 
their distress. A just system of land values taxation meant 
that no man would be able to hold up land if it were required 
for educational or other productive purposes. H e instanced 
the case of Elvanfoot, where the farmers had ground for 
half-a-crown an acre for grazing purposes. If he (the 
chairman) came along and wanted to build a house, the 
price would be increased to £ 1 2 per acre or it would rise 
to 96 times its value. What happened in Elvanfoot practi-
cally happened in Dumbartonshire. In addition to paying 
this sum for the right to build a house he would also have 
to pay taxes on this increased value, and the landlord ceased 
to pay the small tax he was paying previously on the lesser 
value. When a landowner feued a piece of ground he 
saddled the purchaser with all the burdens plus the extra 
price. Th is had become a very grievous burden on the 
community, and he argued that it would never do were the 
measure only applied to cities. H a d there been a measure 
of land reform such as that proposed, the Board would never 
have been charged such exhorbitant rates as they had for 
their feu at Temple School, the conditions of which made it 
necessary for the Board to take in a half of the road around 
three sides of the school. This, of course, was paid for by 
the ratepayers, and consequently deducted from the available 
area of playgrounds, etc., while in addition the estate of 
Garscube levied a very heavy charge for the making of these 
roads, the sum of £ 8 5 6s. before them that evening being 
a small fraction of that cost. T h e present system inflated 
the value of land artificially and congested people into what 
were nothing short of slum tenements. T h e land values 
of Glasgow amounted to £2 ,875 ,000 , the local taxation 
£1,396,000. These taxes worked out in terms of the popu-

lation at 35s. per head, or, in other words, the land values 
per head of the population worked out at £ 3 10s., and the 
taxation at £ 1 15s. T h e total burden of land values and 
taxation in a family of five worked out at £ 2 6 5s. per family. 
Continuing, he pointed out that it was the enormous rents 
paid in the centre of the city that made the taxation so 
heavy. They wanted to break the power of this monopoly, 
which held land out of use in both city and county, and 
denied our children playgrounds, air, and light. If the Bill 
only applied to the cities it would be of very little benefit to 
those in the counties. If this Bill, on the other hand, were 
passed they would find that instead of fighting for months 
for ground they would have the landlords coming asking 
them to take off a site for a school at a value much less than 
the present exhorbitant speculative and monopolistic value. 

Mr. Ritchie acquiesced. 
Mr. Higgins contended that there was no hurry, and 

submitted that they might wait until they had ascertained 
the finding of the Select Committee. 

Mr. J. M. Biggar did not anticipate from the Bill the 
results which an enthusiastic land taxer expected. It might 
do some good, but the main good would be to prove the 
necessity of going a step further. Of course, there was no 
doubt but the Bill should be made applicable to counties as 
well as large cities. If the measure was put on the statute 
book it would doubtless facilitate the handling of ground in 
parishes which were near large cities. 

Mr. Higgins said he failed to see what benefit would 
accrue to the Board by passing this resolution. 

The Chairman—Am I to understand that you enter your 
dissent? 

Mr. Higgins—It would be no use. 
T h e Chai rman—Then I declare the resolution carried 

unanimously. 

A S I N G L E T A X I L L U S T R A T I O N . 

The objection so often raised by opponents of the single 
tax, and by new students of the subject, that it is only a 
theory, or a new issue, and has never been tried, can be 
easily, plainly, and convincingly disproved by citing the case 
of the proprietor of any large office building. 

The owner is applying the single tax completely in his 
management of the building. T h e study of this example is 
a forcible and lucid exposition of what single taxers ask in 
the management of governmental affairs. 

The proprietor of a building rents floor spaces according 
to their rental value; the more valuable rooms for business, 
ease of access and sightliness, rent for more than back rooms, 
small rooms and unsightly rooms opening on a court, etc. 

The rent paid is a veritable single tax. For this one rent 
(or tax) per month (or year) the tenant gets heat, light, water, 
elevator, and janitor services to keep the halls clean, free, or 
without any further payment. 

The single taxer contends that for a single rent or tax, per 
year, on the land spaces he occupies, he should and could 
get water, light, street cars, street cleaning and sprinkling 
f ree ; and that the scheme is as practicable in the one case 
as in the other. 

The office building is a veritable little city, the halls run 
like streets by the doors. Many and varied are the indus-
tries carried on there. T h e owner does not come around 
monthly or yearly, prying into your business or private 
affairs, auditing your book accounts, noticing the elegance 
or simplicity of your furnishings, for the purpose of fixing 
your r en t ; but the more finely you furnish your rooms, the 
more likely he is to reduce your rent to induce you to stay, 
as it pleases him to see his building looking attractive to 
those who come in on business or other matters, and many 
a man has had his rent raised to force him to move because 
of the dirty and slovenly appearance of his offices. 

The elevator is a perpendicular street car, to all intents 
and purposes, to facilitate the transportation of passengers 
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to and from their places of business or of amusement, or for 
other matters that may call them to the upper floors, but 
more especially is it put in for the purpose of raising the 
rental value of the upper or more distant floor spaces. How 
much rent, think you, would the upper floors bring if there 
were no elevator in these buildings? Nobody would take 
the trouble to climb to the third floor even, to see you. 

Then again, think of a man who expected to rent a room 
cheaply because he had no use for it but as a dumping 
room for sweepings, old papers, rags, and broken furniture, 
much as is now done with vacant lots. H e would be thought 
crazy or foolish, and told that some one else would pay full 
rent who had use for it, and would not make it a garbage 
can and fire trap, to menace the lives and property of all in 
the building ; and further, that the rent was needed to help 
defray the expenses of the building and its accommodations. 

If " municipal government is business," as we so often 
hear, why don't we follow the example of this business man 
and manage our cities in the same way—by putting a rental 
value on all land spaces (lots) and taxing them only, to pay 
the expenses of the city government, and for expenses of 
streets, sewers, water, light, street cars, etc.; and by exempt-
ing improvements, stocks of goods, personal property, etc., 
as the landlord does? 

The expense of running street cars free would be met by 
the higher tax, or rental value of the lots benefited ; and 
just so with the water mains, light, heat and telephone 
advantages. And our citizens would be saved time and 
annoyance by settling all these bills at one time, once a year, 
instead of having to go to the gas company every month, 
and stand in line for hours to get to your window, and the 
same at the water company's, and the electric and telephone 
company's, besides your visit to the county treasurer once 
or twice a year. 

How it would simplify county business and reduce cost, 
if the assessor had only a map of the lots and lands to assess 
from, like the plan of the rooms in an office building. The 
assessor could be the county treasurer, too, as he would have 
all the year to make out tax receipts, these containing only 
one item to consider; and when once on the books there 
would be very little variation from year to year. 

Why don't we do business in a business like way when 
we have such a good example to follow as the hard-headed, 
conservative business man who is the proprietor of an office 
building?—L. C. Law in The Public, Chicago, June 9th. 
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DO YOU W I S H TO P R O M O T E T H E M O V E M E N T ? 

TH E Executive of the Scottish League for the Taxat ion of Land 
Values appeal to the Members to enlist New Subscribers, and 

to sympathisers who know and appreciate the work of the League to 
become Members. Annual Subscription, j m 

2 / 6 Secures membership of the League and a copy of " LAND 
VALUES," post f ree, for twelve months. 

Q l m Secures membership, " L A N D VALOKS" for twelve mont l* , 
and copies of Pamphle t s and Leaflets published during the year. 

HERE AND THERE. 

Colour Makes no Difference. 
Speaking at Redditch on July 28th, Mr. Keir Hardie, 

M.P., explained the " true inwardness " of the recent 
embroglio in Natal in the following words—"Because the 
Rand mine-owners, farmers, and others could not get cheap 
labour, this so-called rebellion in Natal had been manu-
factured in order to provide an excuse to rob the natives of 
the land they possessed." Mr. Keir Hardie here recognises 
that the way to exploit the black man and to get his labour 
cheap is to rob him of the land. Is it tco much to hope 
that he may ere long realise that all men, white as well as 
black, are land animals, that colour makes no difference, 
and that the white man here at home can be exploited and 
his labour is cheap simply because he has been " robbed of 
the land " ? If Mr. Keir Hardie will only think this matter 
out, we shall soon find him throwing aside all his Socialistic 
nostrums and putting first and foremost the Taxation of 
Land Values. 

Hope even for Bernard-Shaw. 
Even Mr. G. Bernard-Shaw would seem to be not 

quite "pas t praying for." Lecturing at the Caxton Hall, 
London, on June 28th, Mr. Shaw declared that " t h e present 
social system produced a proletariat at one end and a pro-
prietariat at the other. T h e reason of this (he said) was the 
present land system, which excluded large numbers from 
work on the land. These people were the proletariat, and 
had therefore to sell themselves in the market, and the 
competition among them for work was so great that they 
accepted any terms, even if the terms included lead poison-
ing." Surely, if the reason for the existence of " a proletariat 
at one end and a proprietariat at the o the r " is " t h e present 
land system," the Socialists have for many years been 
" barking up the wrong tree," and, instead of advocating an 
impossible State Socialism, they should unite with us in 
our demand for the Taxation of Land Values—a reform 
which will break down the barriers that fence the land in 
and fence labour out, so that the workers will no longer be 
excluded from the land and will no longer therefore be 
forced to " sell themselves in the market." 

Free Land means Free Men. 
It is, indeed, land monopoly, not " capitalism " nor 

competition, that constitutes the foundation of the economic 
tyranny against which the Socialists are blindly fighting. 
" T h e expropriation of the mass of the people from the 
soil," says Carl Marx, in the final chapter of his " Capital," 
" forms the basis of the capitalist mode of production "— 
forms the basis, that is to say, of the system under which 
capital is enabled to exploit labour. Reviewing the writings 
of Edward Gibbon Wakefield, Marx says, " It is the great 
merit of E. G. Wakefield to have discovered in the colonies 
the truth as to the conditions of capitalist production (i.e., 
capitalist exploitation of labour) in the mother country. . . . 
First of all, Wakefield discovered that in the colonies pro-
perty in money, means of subsistence, machines, and other 
means of production, does not yet stamp a man as a 
capitalist (i.e., in the Marxian sense, an exploiter of labour) 
if there be wanting the correlative—the wage-earner who 
(because expropriated from the soil) is compelled to sell 
himself of his own free will ( ! ) . . . . Mr. Peel, he moans, 
took with him from England to Swan River, West Australia, 
means of subsistence and of production to the extent of 
,£50,000. Mr. Peel had the forethought to bring with him, 
besides, 3,000 persons of the working-class—men, women, 
and children. Once arrived at his destination, ' Mr. Peel was 
left without a servant to make his bed or fetch him water 
from the river. '" In short, in this final chapter, Karl Marx, 
though he himself does not see it, demonstrates for all those 
who have eyes to see, that so long as the land is free labour 
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is f ree; that, even if wage slaves be imported into a country 
where land is free, they become free men as soon as they 
reach its shores. 

Competition Good, not Evil. 
In the same way, Robert Blatchford, while attempting 

to demonstrate (see pages 81-84 of bis " Merrie England") 
that competition is in itself an evil, succeeds only in showing 
that under free conditions competition operates merely as 
the balance-wheel of trade and industry, assigning to each 
man the work for which he is best fitted and meting out to 
him the just reward of his labour, and that it is only when 
one man "claims all the land as his" that competition—the 
whole delicate adjustment being thrown out of gear—works 
amiss. 

" A New Use for the People's Savings"! 
Under the above heading the Daily News of July 

26th, commenting on the fact that " t h e balance due to the 
depositors (in the Post Office Savings Bank) had reached 
the handsome figure of £152,111,139," advocates the appli-
cation of these savings to the solution of the housing 
problem. "Always, of course, with the State guarantee 
behind the scheme, the application of part of the ever-
increasing balance of deposits to the erection of model 
houses would be at once a serious contribution to the 
solution of the housing question and a sound investment of 
the depositors' money." It is about time that the editorial 
writers of the Daily News made a serious study of economics. 
When they do so they will discover that the above suggestion, 
if carried out, instead of being " a serious contribution to 
the solution of the housing problem " and " a new use for 
the people's savings," would simply—very simply !—result 
in a welcome contribution to the incomes of the landed 
classes, which is anything but a " n e w use" for the savings 
of the workers! As a matter of fact, it is impossible to 
solve the housing problem unless the land question be first 
settled. Even if houses were handed down free from the 
skies to all who needed them, they must find sites upon 
which to place the houses, and the result in the long run 
would be that the landlords would charge as much for the 
sites upon which the heaven-sent houses rested as if they 
themselves had provided the houses. 

Professor Lankester's Ten Millions. 
In his presidential address to the British Association, 

on August ist, Professor Raye Lankester said that " i t 
would be reasonable and wise to expend ten million pounds 
a year of our revenues on the investigation of and attempt 
to destroy disease." It is not too much to say that by far 
the greater part of preventible disease is due to unhealthy 
conditions of housing and of employment. Sir Wm. Collins, 
in his introductory address at the Sanitary Congress (10/7/06), 
read in his absence, said " the war against tuberculosis, the 
white man's plague, was as yet but ineffectively waged, and 
Koch was right when he said that it was the overcrowded 
dwellings of the poor that we had to regard as the real 
breeding-places of tuberculosis." Raise Professor Lankester's 
ten millions by the taxation of land values, and the resulting 
improvement in conditions of housing and unemployment 
will do far more to " destroy disease " than any amount of 
" investigation." And the ten millions could be devoted to 
freeing food from all taxation, with the result that the people, 
being better fed as well as better housed, would be much 
less susceptible to disease than the under-fed, over-worked, 
badly-housed proletariat of to-day. 

History by Diagram. 
Under the above heading the Daily News of August 

2nd calls attention to the diagrams, illustrative of the con-
ditions of life and labour in this country, prepared by the 
Board of Trade for the New Zealand Exhibition of 1906-07. 

May we suggest that the Board of Trade would do a very 
useful educational work if it were to reproduce from our 
pamphlet, " A Tragedy of English History," and circulate 
far and wide in this country as well as exhibiting in New 
Zealand, the instructive historical diagrams as to changes in 
wages and the shifting of taxation from the landlords to the 
people. A. W. 

T H E Q U E S T I O N . 
[Lord Scoope Le Poole's Agent, Loquitur. ] 

G o o n d a y , M r . S m i t h , I h a v e ca l led in to say 
T h a t y o u r lease is e x p i r i n g on M i c h a e l m a s D a y , 
A n d m y m a s t e r , L o r d Scoope L e Toole , wishes to k n o w 
If you 'd l ike to r e n e w ? or to p a c k u p a n d go ? 
T h e b u i l d i n g s be long , as you k n o w , to my L o r d , 
W h o , shou ld you des i re i t , and you c a n a f fo rd , 
T o bu i ld u p a n e w , a n d a c c o r d i n g to p l a n , 
I s mos t g rac ious ly a n x i o u s to d o all h e can 
T o mee t t h e d e m a n d s of t h e very l a rge t r a d e 
W h i c h , in n i n e t y - n i n e yea r s , y o u r good ances to r s m a d e ; 
T h e G r o u n d R e n t , of course , mus t be g rea t ly i nc r ea sed , 
F o r the va lue of l a n d h a s q u a d r u p l e d , a t least , 
I n the pas t h u n d r e d years . W e m u s t look to t h e d i m e s , 
F o r his L o r d s h i p ' s e x p e n d i t u r e g r o w s wi th the t imes . 
J u s t t h ink it a l l over , m y dea r M r . S m i t h , 
A n d d r o p us a l ine t o the office f o r t h w i t h . 

T H E A N S W E R . 
[To Lord Scoope Le Poole.~\ 

M y mos t n o b l e L o r d , I a m wi l l ing to pay 
F o r t h e use of t h e l a n d , a n d p e r m i t m e to say 
T h a t I t r u s t our g r e a t c o u n t r y , w h o s e l a w s are so l a x , 
M a y col lec t t he a m o u n t in t h e f o r m of a tax 
F o r t h e use of i t s p e o p l e , to w h o m it be longs , 
A n d y o u r L o r d s h i p , in o rde r to r i gh t the i r g rave w r o n g s , 
M i g h t d i sgo rge t h e G r o u n d R e n t t h a t for m a n y yea r s pas t 
You h a v e w r u n g f r o m thei r l a b o u r , un t i l they a t last 
Cry out for t h e t ax t h a t g ives al l the i r fair sha re 
Of t h e G o d - g i v e n l a n d , as ihey s h a r e H i s f ree air . 
Of course I mus t b u i l d , bu t I ' d l i k e you to see 
T h a t t h e building b e l o n g s n o t to you , bu t to m e , 
F o r wi th l abour I m a k e it , it c o m e s f r o m m a n ' s h a n d , 
Bu t you c a n ' t m a k e o n e i nch of the G o d - g i v e n land; 
' T i s no t more your s t h a n m i n e , and your c la im is a m y t h 
T h a t mus t soon be e x p l o d e d — y o u r s t ru ly , JOHN SMITH. 

[A. Tain Ross, Auckland, N.Z., May, f(>o6.] 

Lord Scoope Le Poole's ancestor, the founder of the 
" noble family " of Le Poole, was one of the " picturesque 
banditti" who "came over with William the Conqueror." 
For his services on that interesting occasion he was rewarded 
with the feudal lordship of the barony of Le Poole, in Loam-
shire, which he held on condition of being answerable for its 
good government in time of peace, and leading its manhood 
in defence of the country in time of war. Thus the whole 
burden of Government, both civil and military, was upon 
his shoulders, so far as his barony was concerned. His 
office was no sinecure. Not "bleeding the land," but pro-
tecting it from being bled, was his function, and his only 
raison d'etre. William's picturesque banditti became 
England's landed nobility on condition of being personally 
responsible for the government and defence of the country. 
They received the rent of England only to enable them to 
carry on the government of England. They were not free-
holders but tenants of the Crown, and liable to ejectment if 
they failed to fulfil the conditions of their tenure. The 
feudal system was, in fact, single tax in the rough.—The 
Liberator (Auckland). 

T H E B R O A D P R I N C I P L E . — " A broad principle to be laid 
down is that all natural monopolies—enterprises which are 
indispensable to civilisation, but which are not open to 
general and permanent competition, and which of necessity 
must centre in few hands—should be publicly owned and 
controlled. Any departure from this principle can only be 
on the ground of expediency, which is invariably weak and 
dangerous."—The Menace of Privilege. 
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THE SMALL LANDHOLDERS (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

The object of this Bill introduced in the House of 
Commons by the Secretary of Scotland, 28th July, 1906, 
may be summarised as follows :— 

I.—All occupiers of Small Holdings in Scotland, whether 
crofters or tenants, where rent does not exceed £ 5 0 , will be 
entitled to :— 

1. Fixity of tenure, so that they cannot be removed 
at the termination of their leases. 

2. A fair rent, fixed by the Land Commission. 
3. Tenants' right in tenants' improvements. 

II.—Existing holdings may be enlarged by the Land 
Commission. 

I I I .—The Land Commission will have power to create 
new holdings by agreement, or, if necessary, by compulsion. 

IV.—The Land Commission will have power to advance 
money for fencing, roads, drainage or water supply, 
buildings, etc. 

We sincerely trust the Government will stand firm to their 
view, expressed in this Bill, against any proposal for making 
the new small holders occupying owners. Such a scheme 
should be resisted, especially in view of the coming legis-
lation on the taxation of land values. As it is, this Small 
Holdings legislation is quite a mistake before the separation 
of the values of the land from the values of improvements, 
which is a principal part of the land values taxation measure. 
We believe that, with the economic value of the land 
scheduled as such for taxation or local rating purposes, there 
would speedily be an abundance of agricultural land avail-
able for the use of small cultivators. It has been so both in 
New Zealand and in New South Wales. 

TOLSTOY AND HENRY GEORGE'S SCHEME. 

He seemed much depressed by the lies told by all the 
political parties, and by the false promises they had made to 
the people, in their efforts to win the election. 

" They have promised the peasants what it is impossible 
to grant," he said. " And if it were possible, why should 
the peasants again form a separate class, and be the only 
possessors of land? Why should not a bootmaker or a 
nobleman have the use of land if he needs it ? If they 
really wish to do something, why don't they adopt Henry 
George's scheme ? " 

I replied that people in Moscow said that the peasants 
would not be content with that scheme, and would not 
understand it, and I asked whether Tolstoy thought they 
would. 

" Yes," he replied, slowly. " I think many of them would. 
Some to whom I explained it understood it perfectly, and 
quite approved of it." 

" That is well," I said, " for many educated people don't 
seem to understand it at all, and think they would lose their 
little farms and gardens if Henry George's scheme were 
adopted." 

Tolstoy laughed. "Yes," he said, " I have spoken to 
people who, when I advised them to read Henry George, 
told me they had done so and quite understood h im; yet 
they complained that ' it is not fair to tax people for the 
labour they put into the land.' And still they pretended to 
understand Henry George 1 "—From an interviciv ivith 
Tolstoy at his home, by Mrs. Louise Maude, in " The 
Tribune" 25th August. 

A P E R T I N E N T Q U E S T I O N . — " W h a t is the value of our 
century and more of progress if it does not add to the 
material prosperity of the masses of the people?"—The 
Menace of Privilege. 

C L E A R C U T G E M S 
FROM 

FREDERICK C. HOWES' GREAT BOOK 
"THE CITY, THE HOPE OF DEMOCRACY."* 

" O u r evils are economic, not personal." 
" By privilege democracy has been drugged." 
" Only by exiling privileges shall we exile corruption." 
"Reform is coming and will come by and through the 

people." 
" It is only through privileges of some sort that wealth can 

be secured at all without human labour." 
" The city is limited by no terminable franchise. It can 

build for the future." 
"Monopoly and liberty cannot live together. Either 

monopoly will control or seek to control the city, or the city 
must own the monopoly." 

" It is not overcrowding that causes high rents; it is high 
rents that cause overcrowding." 

" I t is the increasing value of the land exempted from 
taxation and taken by the landlord that is slowly diminishing 
the living space allotted to each man within the city." 

" I t is the private enjoyment of land values that gives 
birth to the housing evil. There is and can be no other 
cause." 

" T h e tenement is the cause as well as the result of 
poverty." 

"Drunkenness comes from poverty quite as much as 
poverty comes from drunkenness." 

" It is high rents, and the withholding of land from use, 
that produce overcrowding." 

" So solicitous are we for property that we subordinate all 
other considerations to it." 

" W e canonize success and penalize failure." 
" The rule of municipal life should be—1 to the individual 

what he has created, to the city what it has created. '" 
" Society knows no vested interests when its own welfare 

is at stake." 
" P u r e economic rent, uninfluenced by the speculative 

withholding of land from use, is of itself not a burden to 
industry, because it is a payment for value received." 

" From such a fund (economic rent) the common needs 
of the city could be gratified without the taxation of industry 
or labour. Street cars could be run at cost or without cost 
to the inhabitants, just as are the elevators in the buildings, 
the bridges within the city, or the sewers under the highways. 
Water, gas, fuel, and electricity could be supplied in the 
same way, while the present burdens of taxation would be 
shifted from the backs of those who have built up the city 
on to a fund which is social or common in its origin." 

* " T h e Ci ty , t h e H o p e of D e m o c r a c y , " by F r e d e r i c k C. H o w e . 
P u b l i s h e r , F i she r U n w i n , L o n d o n . Pr ice 7/6 n e t t . F r o m our L o n d o n 
offices pos t f r ee a t pub l i shed pr iee . 

" The happiness and progress of a people do not depend 
so much upon the measure of the wealth produced, as upon 
the fairness and approximate equality of its distribution."— 
The Menace of Privilege. 

" What more is proposed in these pages than a return to 
the natural order? Those functions that are by their nature 
private should be left to private hands, freed from all hind-
rances and embarassments. Beneath all nature should be 
liberated from the thraldom now closing up and shutting off 
bounties she freely offers to all and which all should equally 
enjoy."—The Menace of Privilege. 

T H E N A T U R E OF P R I V I L E G E . — " P r i v i l e g e s d o n o t p r o -
ceed from production : from labour applied to nature. 
They are not in essence even tangible things. They are 
grants of power; active or passive delegation of power of 
government to certain individuals to take property from 
other individuals. They are not moral; they contravene 
the moral law.—The Menace of Privilege" 
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Volume II. Social Problems. 
Volume III . The Land Question. 
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y e a r s l a te r . 
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T e r m s o f Purchase. 
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and boxed, for £3 15s. cash with order, or £ 4 
payable in monthly instalments of 8 / - per 
month. 
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R e c e i p t o f a F r e e C o p y of LAND VALVES 
i s a n i n v i t a t i o n t o b e c o m e a S u b s c r i b e r . 

" N E W Z E A L A N D , T H E L A N D OF D E M O C R A C Y . " — M i s s 
A. L. A. Murcutt, who addressed a series of meetings in the 
City Hall, Glasgow, under the auspices of the Good Tem-
plars' Lodge which meets there, took as her subject on the 
evening of Tuesday, 18th September, " New Zealand, the 
Land of Democracy." The lecturer dwelt at length, and in 
terms of high commendation, on the land legislation of the 
colony. Declaring most earnestly that the land question 
was, in her opinion, at the basis of all social reform, she was 
convinced that the people of Great Britain could only make 
progress by deciding, as New Zealand had done, that the 
law must no longer allow any man to hold land unless he 
put it to the best use. Mr. M'Kenzie, the Land Minister of 
New Zealand, who was responsible for the first step in the 
breaking down of land monopoly there, owed his inspiration 
in favour of land reform to the bitter experience of his early 
days in the Scottish Highlands. The memory of smoking 
homesteads, burned down in order that Highland glens 
might be abandoned to sheep and deer made him resolved 
to abolish the iniquity of land monopoly in his new country. 
Miss Murcutt's strong insistence and hopeful anticipations 
for a similar forward land policy at home met with a hearty 
response from an audience which filled the hall to over-
flowing. * * » 

A W O R K I N G M A N ' S " S I X R O O M S . " — Writing to the 
Daily News, under date September n t h , Mr T. A. 
Williams, 5 Merchant Street, Bristol, says :—" Generally 
six rooms are not too many for a working man and his 
family. It has been estimated that if only one-third of the 
national expenditure in liquor were spent in more useful 
channels of trade it would so raise the standard of comfort as 
to lead to a demand for two more rooms for every working 
class family. Hundreds of thousands more houses would 
have to be built—employment for all classes of workmen 
would be increased immediately—by merely lessening our 
consumption of liquor one-third, is not this a factor in 
social reform ? " 

» » * 

Yes, it would be a factor in social reform—a factor in land 
reform. Mr. Williams's letter illustrates very clearly perhaps 
the most direct route by which the savings of a more tem-
perate and sober working class world find their way into the 
pockets of the landlords. 

• • » 

E V E R Y H O U S E R E Q U I R E S A S I T E . — Cannot Mr. 
Williams see that "if only one-third of the national expendi-
ture in liquor was spent in more useful channels of trade " 
with the result that " hundreds of thousands more houses 
would have to be built " that would mean that " hundreds 
of thousands more sites" would be required to build the 
houses on? That the bricks, stone, timber, iron, lead, 
slates, and, in fact, all the materials of which the " hundreds 
of thousands more houses" would be built, all came 
out of the land, and therefore that the decreasing of 
the national drink bill by one-third would, on the economic 
side, result simply in diverting the savings of the people in 
the good old way into the pockets of the landlord ? 

T H E L A N D Q U E S T I O N AT A C O M P A N Y ' S M E E T I N G . — T h e 
Swansea Waggon Co., Ltd., whose annual meeting was held 
at Birmingham yesterday, paid a dividend for the first time 
for fifteen years. Mr. R. I). Burnie said one drawback was 
the fact that their property was leasehold, with only about 
seventeen years to run, and he was afraid the developments 
of the district would prevent a renewal. The time was com-
ing when the leasehold system would have the effect of 
handing over to the landlord all the money that had been 
spent upon the land by the company, unless the legislature 
should step in and declare that the tenant should have some 
compensation for the property he had erected. The chair-
man hoped Mr. Burnie would not preach Socialism, and 
Mr. Burnie replied that it was not Socialism at all. Every-
one would admit that the present leasehold system meant 
that a man put property on the land and the landlord 
ultimately stepped in and took it. — The Daily News 
(20/9/06). 

* * * 

The Tribune brought its " Bitter Cry of the Middle class" 
correspondence to a close in its issue of 6th September by 
a most admirable leading article. Mr. Sims and many of 
the correspondents traced the root of the evil to the growth 
of rates. The article deals specially with this contention in 
the following words :—" Rates as at present levied, do in-
directly fall at least in part upon householders. For they 
constitute a tax not only upon land, but upon buildings and 
improvements. While food, clothing, and other necessaries 
of life are free from taxation, houses are by our rating 
system often subject to a tax of 30 per cent, or more upon 
their value. The result is naturally to restrict building 
enterprise, and thereby to limit the supply of what is from 
other causes one of the costliest commodities for all but the 
richest classes of the population. Here, again, the Liberal 
and Labour Parties have their remedy to propose. They 
would distinguish the value of the building from that of the 
site on which it stands, and instead of imposing the rate on 
the whole property indiscriminately, would place it rather 
upon the site, setting free the building wholly or in part 
from taxation. The effect of this change would be to bring 
fresh land, which is at present held up for higher prices, into 
the building market, to encourage improvements, to make 
it profitable to build a house or shop or factory where now 
there is none, or to provide a better dwelling or place of 
business where now an inferior one would pay best. From 
the operation of these causes, though the middle-class 
occupier, and, indeed, the occupier of every class, would 
still pay rates and rent, he would get a better article for his 
money. But this reform, again, must depend not on the 
antagonism of Liberalism and Labour, but on their 
harmonious co-operation in the face of the powerful vested 

interests of landed property." 
« * # 

T H E S O U R C E OF P O W E R OF T H E T R U S T . — T h e Iron Age, 
greatest among all the monopolistic trade papers, makes a 
notable confession when in its issue of the 9th, writing on 
steel trust corporations, it says that " the common 
thinking which makes blast furnaces and steel works the 
chief representatives of values needs to be reversed." 
Greater than all other advantages " o n which the pros-
pectuses laid stress," according to the Age, " i s the asset of 
mineral wealth." This is the view The Public has long been 
urging. Not upon their machinery do great trusts rest, nor 
in that does their power lie ; machinery can be reproduced 
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too easily, if labour has ready access to raw material. The 
real basis and power of a great trust is in the land it 
monopolises—mineral deposits for steel trusts, terminal 
locations for railroad trusts, and so on down to a sugar trust, 
a salt trust, a lumber trust, or a building t rust .—The Public 
(Chicago, 2 5 / 8 / 0 6 ) . 

* * » 

The Glasgow Evening Citizen is giving free scope to the 
other side of the question. In one of a number of contri-
buted articles appearing in recent issues, the writer,"T. M. S.," 
states the case for private property in land in quite a charm-
ing manner, in the following w o r d s : — " T h e truth is, there 
never was any real national ownership in land, either by the 
people or the king of the people. The right in its origin 
was always to the strongest, and private property protected 
by law the inevitable sequel." 

+ * * 

So, the titles to private property in land rest in the " law " 
of the strongest. 

# » * 

As Herbert Spencer said in "Social Statics" ( 1 8 5 0 ) 
chap. ix . :—It can never be pretended that the existing 
titles to such property are legitimate. Should anyone think 
so, let him look in the chronicles. Violence, fraud, the pre-
rogative of force, the claims of superior cunning—these are 
the sources to which those titles may be traced. The 
original deeds were written with the sword, rather than with 
the pen ; not lawyers, but soldiers were the conveyancers; 
blows were the current coin given in payment, and for seals 
blood was used in preference to sealing-wax—could valid 
claims be thus constituted ? 

# * * 

Of course we shall be told that Herbert Spencer 
" recanted ." Perhaps he did, but as an enthusiastic corre-
spondent once remarked, the author of "Social Sta t ics" is 
suffering to-day from that same recantation. Anyway we 
accept the statement without qualification and leave the 
other side the full value of its author's revised view of the 
case. 

* * * 

" T h e truth is, and from this truth there can be no escape, 
that there is and can be no just title to an exclusive possession 
of the soil, and that private property in land is a bold, bare, 
enormous wrong, like that of chattel slavery." — H E N R Y 
G E O R G E , in " Progress and Poverty." 

* * * 

Our friend and co-worker, James H. M'Guigan, of Ports-
mouth, has issued his address to the electors as a candidate 
for the Town Council at the coming November elections. 
There is no mistaking Mr. M'Guigan's position. H e is 
striving as a citizen for a higher social state, and makes it 
clear in his address that he attaches all importance to the 

necessary economic freedom that the taxation of land values 
will bring. It is this, and this alone, that has brought the 
candidate out into the open, and the campaign, we are sure, 
will be fought by the Portsmouth Single Taxers in a way 
that will let in the light to the dark corners in the con-
stituency, and raise our movement in public estimation. 
Mr. M'Guigan and his co-workers in Portsmouth and dis-
trict have done faithful service in the single tax movement, 
and we cordially wish them success in this municipal cam-
paign. 

* * * 

May I be allowed a word in favour of the opinion ex-
pressed by the Trade Unionist Congress, " that present land 
laws hinder the development of trade by adding to the cost 
of product ion?" This remains a fact, notwithstanding the 
seemingly contradictory economic truth that rent does not 
enter into the cost of production. T h e reason is that 
speculation in land raises the rent of land above its economic 
level. Rent is in most places now higher than it would be 
if it were not interfered with by speculation and the with-
holding of land from use. A kind of land famine is thus 
caused, which forces the price up above its natural level; 
and it is this excess rent which reflects itself in increased 
cost of production, and therefore hinders the development 
of trade.—W. R . L E S T E R , in the Glasgow Herald, 8 / 9 / 0 6 . 

* » * 

T H E P R E S E N T H O U S E OF C O M M O N S . — I f I were asked 
to name the two outstanding characteristics of the present 
House of Commons, I would say its sense of humour and 
its moral earnestness. I t likes a joke, sees it quickly, and 
laughs heartily. Subtle cynicism it abhors. A new telling 
phrase catches on at once, but an unrelieved procession of 
epigrams bores it. An Irish " bu l l " brings down the House. 
Just as " F . C. G." catches and expounds the prevailing 
mood of the Liberal party, so the Prime Minister, with his 
inimitable Scottish pawkiness, exactly interprets the temper 
of the House of Commons. More striking still is the extra-
ordinary moral earnestness of the House. I have attended 
many ecclesiastical assemblies, but I have never seen any-
where the same determined zeal that actuates the present 
House of Commons. Woe to the man who offends its 
moral sense ! Its enthusiasm for good causes is phenomenal. 
Dear old Sir Wilfrid Lawson felt that he had entered the 
promised land towards which he had been fighting for years. 
Other old members are almost overawed by the new spirit. 
Innumerable evidences might be given—the jealous care 
for native races, the strong desire for disarmament as much 
in the interests of peace as of economy, the anxiety to put 
down betting and commercial corruption, and, most wonder-
ful of all, the unanimous vote against the opium traffic. 
T h e present House of Commons is a most powerful weapon 
for the country to wield for its own highest interests.—JOHN 
W. G U L L A N D , M.P., io the Edinburgh Evening News 
18/8/06. 
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Mr. Beren's book on " T h e Digger Movement in the 
Days of the Commonwealth," will be published early in 
November. T h e price, however, will be 7/6 net, not 5/ as 
stated in our last issue. I t is being well printed on good 
paper and handsomely bound, and will form a welcome 
addition to any Land Reform Library. Copies from these 
Offices, post free, at published price. 

• # • 

T h e Tribune, 6/9/06, published a two-column article on 
Tom L. Johnson's Government of Cleveland, Ohio, U.S. 
We hope to notice this at length in our November issue. 

* * * 

T H E S E P A R A T I O N O F T H E TWO V A L U E S . — I t seems 
strange to a Californian to see so much space devoted to 
proving that land value can be separated from improvement 
value. T h e constitution and laws of this State require land 
and the improvements thereon to be separately assessed, 
learned professors of political economy in Scotland solemnly 
declare this to be impossible. No assessor in California has 
ever found any difficulty in accomplishing this impossible 
feat. This is a fair sample of the objections urged against 
the Land Values Taxation (Scotland) Bill.—JOSEPH LEG-
GETT, in the San Francisco Star. 

* « « 

3 0 s . A W E E K = I O D . P E R £ OF I N C O M E T A X . — O n e 
man will consume about as much tea, or tobacco, or alcohol, 
generally as another, to whatever class he belongs—for the 
capacity to consume does not depend upon a man's rank in 
life ; and however rich a man is he cannot eat or drink so 
very much more. In one of the monthly reviews there is 
an article on the subject of the amount which a working-man 
pays to the national revenue; and, taking his wage at 30s. 
a week, and the amount of dutiable articles consumed, the 
writer arrives at the following tax contribution :— 

T e a , Coffee , S u g a r , £0 18 5 
I n t o x i c a n t s , 1 3 1J 
T o b a c c o , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . o 19 6 

£3 1 
or, allowing for an oocasional extra glass of beer or whisky 
or a treat to a friend, he thinks we are not far wrong in 
assuming that he pays 2s. in taxation, which on an 
income of ^ 7 8 a year, comes to about iod. per jQ of income 
tax, so that he makes a greater sacrifice than the man who 
enjoys an income of over £joo, and who has to pay full 
income tax.—Scottish Co operator, 8/7/06. 
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OUR OBJECT. 

This j o u r n a l exists to promote the Taxat ion of 
Land Values in l ieu of other Taxes. 

A T a x on L a n d V a l u e s is no t a t a x on land, 
b u t on t h e va lue of l and . T h u s it would n o t fall on 
all land, b u t on ly on va luab le l and , and on t h a t n o t 
in p r o p o r t i o n to t h e u se m a d e of it, b u t in p ropor t i on 
t o i ts value. I t wou ld t h u s b e a t a x , no t on t h e use 
or i m p r o v e m e n t of land , b u t on t h e o w n e r s h i p of land, 
t a k i n g w h a t would o the rwi se g o to t h e owner as 
owner, a n d not as a user of t h e l and . 

In a s s e s s m e n t s u n d e r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s 
all va lue c r e a t e d b y ind iv idua l use or i m p r o v e m e n t 
wou ld b e e x c l u d e d , a n d t h e o n l y va lue t a k e n in to con-
s ide ra t ion w o u l d b e t h e va lue a t t a c h i n g t o t h e ba re 
l and by reason of n e i g h b o u r h o o d , pub l i c improve -
m e n t s , &c. T h u s t h e f a r m e r wou ld h a v e n o m o r e 
t a x e s t o p a y t h a n t h e specu l a to r w h o held a s imi lar 
p iece of l and idle, a n d t h e m a n w h o on a c i ty lot 
e rec ted a va luab le b u i l d i n g would be t a x e d n o m o r e 
t h a n t h e m a n w h o he ld a s imi la r b lock vacan t . 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , in shor t , wou ld call 
upon m e n to c o n t r i b u t e to t h e pub l ic revenues , no t in 
p r o p o r t i o n t o w h a t t h e y p r o d u c e or a c c u m u l a t e , b u t 
in p r o p o r t i o n to t h e va lue of t h e na tu r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
t h e y ho ld . I t wou ld compe l t h e m to p a y j u s t a s 
m u c h for h o l d i n g l and idle as for p u t t i n g it t o the 
fu l les t use. 

The Taxat ion of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government, and greatly 
reduce its cost. 

(3) I t would do away with fines and penalties now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
builds a machine, or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duction or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

I t would , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , b y t a k i n g for pub l ic 
uses t h a t va lue wh ich a t t a c h e s t o land b y reason of 
t h e g r o w t h a n d i m p r o v e m e n t of t h e c o m m u n i t y , m a k e 
t h e h o l d i n g of land u n p r o f i t a b l e t o t h e m e r e owner , 
a n d p ro f i t ab le on ly t o t h e user. I t would t h u s m a k e 
it imposs ib l e for s p e c u l a t o r s a n d m o n o p o l i s t s to hold 
n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s — s u c h as v a l u a b l e l a n d — u n u s e d 
or o n l y hal f used , a n d would t h r o w o p e n t o l abour 
t h e i l l imi tab le field of e m p l o y m e n t which t h e e a r t h 
offers t o m a n . 
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GLASGOW. 

H E N R Y G E O R G E M E M O R I A L M E E T I N G . 

A D D R E S S BY C H A S . H . S M I T H S O N . 

A meeting to celebrate the birth of Henry George was 
held, under the auspices of the Scottish League for the 
Taxation of Land Values, in the rooms, 13 Dundas Street, 
Glasgow, on Wednesday evening, 19 th September. Themeet-
ing was well attended by representative members and friends 
of the League. The President, ex-Treasurer Jas. Fairlie 
(Falkirk), presided, and introduced Mr. Chas. H. Smithson, 
of Halifax, who delivered the address. 

Mr. Fairlie, in his opening remarks, said we had met 
together to honour the memory of Henry George, but 
Henry George had not yet come into his own. If we 
could look forward to the year 1950, we might perhaps 
see a much larger gathering met to do honour to the 
memory of this man. If the doctrines which Henry George 
gave forth to the world were true, then in the times to come 
he must take his place as one of the greatest men the world 
had ever seen. If Henry George himself had not met with 
his due recognition, we could at least congratulate ourselves 
that the doctrines which he taught are being now recog-
nised, not only here, but in Germany, in the United States, 
and the British Colonies. 

In the political world the Tories were floundering in the 
marshes of jingoism and protection. But the one live 
question in British politics to-day was the taxation of land 
values. We had much reason to congratulate ourselves on 
the progress we had made. It was a little more than 25 
years now since George first gave to the world his book, 
"Progress and Poverty." This book had been scorned by 
the professors and denounced by the lawyers, and yet the 
doctrines of the book were making history every day. It 
was most encouraging to think that in the next session of 
Parliament they were likely to see some instalment of their 
principles become part of the law of the land :— 

" N e v e r ye t 
S h a r e of T r u t h w a s va in ly set 

I n t h e w o r l d ' s wide f a l l o w : 
A f t e r h a n d s sha l l sow t h e seed , 
A f t e r h a n d s , f r o m hill a n d m e a d , 

R e a p t h e h a r v e s t s y e l l o w . " 

Mr. Smithson, who had a good reception, said he felt it 
a very great honour to have been invited, by the centre of 
the single-tax movement in Great Britain, to come there 
and give an address on the occasion when they were met 
together in loving memory of the birth, and not only the 
birth, but the life and the death, of Henry George. They 
read much about each other in the monthly periodical 
which was so honourably associated with the place he was 
now speaking in. Their interest in each other was, however, 
turned into a genuine pleasure when they had the opportunity 
of meeting one another face to face. Where two or three 
single taxers met together there the spirit of Henry George 
was in the midst of them. There were men in the room 
who had been privileged to meet Henry George and con-
verse with h im; but those of them who, like himself, had 
only known George through his writings had learred to 
love the man whom they had not seen as they did intimate 
friends with whom they came in contact. Henry George 
was one of those high-minded, pure-souled individuals who 
gave his message to the world, a message on which the 
recognition of the rights of mankind depended. 

They were not met simply to pay respect to the memory 
of Henry George, but to rejoice at the progress which his 
movement, and our movement, was making throughout the 
civilised world, while at home the prospects were never 
brighter. This was the first ocoasion on which they had 
met at such a gathering with a Liberal Government in 
power. There had been a Liberal administration from 

1892 till 1895, but they can hardly be said to have been 
in power. Now they had a Liberal Government, both in 
office and in power, pledged to our reform. Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman recognised that the taxation of land 
values was not merely a fiscal reform, but a great social 
reform. Mr. Asquith assured us that any delay in dealing 
with this question must be taken as a sign that, when they 
did propose legislation, it would be of a comprehensive 
character. Mr. John Burns also, who was now at the head 
of the Local Government Board, had expressed his sympathy 
and support with our movement. We had, besides, 400 
Members of Parliament petitioning the Government to pro-
ceed with legislation with the least possible delay, and a 
committee who are carefully considering definite proposals 
which they may place before the Government to assist them 
in promoting legislation. 

There were alternative proposals offered to the Govern-
ment. The first was a Budget tax, the money to be used 
to relieve local authorities, these authorities on their part 
to forego the other grants in aid of local taxation. The 
other alternative was that the Government should make a 
complete valuation of the country, on a land-value basis, 
and empower the local authorities to levy their whole rates 
on this basis. 

No doubt this second alternative will raise the vexed 
question of existing contracts. If, however, the whole 
burden of local rates be levied on land values, it would 
relieve the burden of taxation on all men alike. If the 
whole burden of local rates is put on land, whether used or 
not, whether fully or only partially used, the existing tax-
payers will be relieved whether existing contracts are 
observed or not. 

While we had good reason for encouragement in the 
fact that 400 members of the House of Commons were 
petitioning the Government to proceed with the Valuation 
Bill in the coming session of Parliament, yet there was, 
he thought, a still more hopeful sign in the formation of 
societies in opposition to our principles. The people at 
the back of these societies recognised that the single tax 
is no longer a pious academic opinion, but that business 
is in the air. H e thought when we had the hoary-headed 
vested interests out in defence of their wornout privileges 
we would have something that would show, above every-
thing else, the incongruity of their whole position. Even 
now the new wine was fermenting in the old bottles. 

It was, however, one thing to agree among themselves 
about a set of principles, but it was more difficult to agree 
about the method of giving effect to these principles. Let 
us beware that our movement is not turned to one of lost 
opportunities. 

Turning to the question of general propaganda, it had 
sometimes occurred to him that we might have at such 
meetings something in the nature of an experience meeting. 
If different members could give their experiences, and how 
they came to be turned into the movement, these experi-
ences might prove useful for the conversion of others. His 
own conversion had been somewhat singular. He had been 
under an obligation to a friend of his, Mr. H. H. Spencer, 
a well-known single taxer and a gentleman who had come 
in contact with such men as Max Hirch. He had asked 
Mr. Spencer what he could do in return for the service 
rendered. Mr. Spencer told him he would be amply repaid 
if he (Mr. Smithson) would read " Progress and Poverty." 
He had twice before tried to read Henry George, but had 
not got beyond Mr. George's analysis of the older political 
economists. However, he approached the book again in 
a serious spirit. The result was a foregone conclusion, and 
he became a full convert to the principles. He would like 
to suggest that if anyone present should ever have a friend 
who was willing to repay a service, they should ask their 
friend to read Henry George's great book. 

After his own conversion, he had asked his friends to 
come and share the light with him. The result was that 
a reading circle was formed among friends and neighbours, 
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This circle formed the nucleus of a local committee; this in 
turn led to the formation of the Bradford branch; this had 
brought him in contact with such men as Mr. Berens, 
Mr. Singer, and Mr. Skirrow. A representative of the 
the English League had called on him in connection with 
the formation of the Bradford branch, and he had been 
introduced to our monthly journal, which had ever since 
been a welcome visitor at his home. 

H e could not conceive of a greater satisfaction in life 
than the knowledge that one is working, on a sure and 
certain foundation, for the common good. No man with 
the heart that can be touched by the sight of human 
suffering, no man that can be tormented with the burden 
of human misery, but will feel the burden and misery 
lightened by the knowledge that poverty is not inevitable, 
and that there is a simple and practical remedy. 

When the fulness and the beauty of the doctrines of 
Henry George first bursts on the mind of a man, he is 
carried from despair to optimism. The single taxer 
perceives that human misery is not due to some inevit-
able law of nature, but to man's perverse interference with 
nature's laws. Social disease shows that a natural law has 
been disobeyed, just as physical disease shows that a physical 
law has been disobeyed. When justice is ignored certain 
natural laws are felt to be harsh and cruel in their opera-
tion, but when justice is obeyed these laws are seen to be 
beneficial. 

Take the law of rent. It seems to divide men into two 
classes—the rich and the poor—and the gulf is widened 
and deepened. It turns the blessings of material progress 
into a curse instead of a blessing. Operating under unjust 
conditions it produces the slums, the crowded tenements, 
the unemployed, and the starving children. It was the 
knowledge of this that made us impatient with those who 
were wasting their time with charity; for justice demands 
that we shall right the wrong—"Justice that with the scales 
carries the sword." 

The law of rent operating in a society based on justice 
is seen to be entirely beneficent in its character, and perfect 
in its adaptation to human needs. When economic rent 
is taken for the common good, it ensures equality of oppor-
tunity among men. But beyond this, the law of rent has 
an equalising tendency in decreasing the ratio of difference 
that arises from varying individual capacities. Thus, if A 
earns 6 times as much as B, and their share of economic 
rent amounts to 2 each, the ratio of difference is altered 
from 6 and 1 to 8 and 3. If the common fund increases 
to 6, we have then a relative difference of 9 and 4. So, 
when the common fund has increased to 12, the relative 
difference will then be as 12 to 7, or less than 2 to 1. 
H e supposed this was one of the things that reformers 
dreamed of—the bringing about of greater and greater 
equality among men. Then, "Wi th the fraternity born 
of equality, who shall measure the heights to which our 
civilisation may soar." 

Let us take another example. The law of competition, 
operating in a society based on injustice, and which deprives 
men of their natural right of employing themselves, reduces 
wages to the point of bare subsistence, and produces a 
brutish struggle for an animal existence. But, acting in 
a society based on justice and the equal right of all to 
utilise the gifts of nature, it is seen to have a beneficent 
effect in equalising services among men. 

The laws of nature are the laws of God. To the single 
taxer, "All things work together for good" is seen to be a 
law of political economy capable of the fullest demonstra-
tion This was the message Henry George gave to the 
world. This is the hope that animates us. This is the 
truth that has to dawn upon an unbelieving world: "Unless 
its foundations be laid in justice, the social structure cannot 
stand." 

Mr. Smithson's address was highly appreciated. Inter-
esting speeches and remarks on the progress of the move-
ment were afterwards made by W. R. Lester, Wm. D. 

Hamilton, Mrs. D. M'Lardy, Mrs. Wm. D. Hamilton, Mr. 
Jas. Busby, ex-Bailie Burt, and Dr. Devon. A vote of 
thanks to the lecturer, moved by Mr. Paul, and a similar 
vote to the chairman, moved by Mr. Cassels, closed the 
proceedings. 

L O N D O N C O M M E M O R A T I O N M E E T I N G . 

The Annual Dinner of the English League for the Taxation 
of Land Values, in commemoration of the life and work of 
Henry George, was held in the Victoria Mansions Restaurant, 
Westminster, on 24th September. Mr. Josiah C. Wedg-
wood, M.P., one of the vice-presidents of the League, took 
the chair, in the unavoidable absence of the President, Mr. 
J. H. Whitley, M.P. Letters of regret were received from 
Messrs. Alfred Billson, M P , Thos. Cairns, M.P., Franklin 
Thomasson, M.P., H. J. Wilson, M.P., W. R. Lester, M.A., 
A. W. Lawrence (late candidate for Strand), Mervyn J. 
Stewart (of New Zealand), etc. A telegram conveying the 
good wishes of the Scottish League was received from Mr. 
John Paul. Among those present were Mr. Percy Alder, 
M.P., Councillors Holding, Cole, Reed, Thompson, Messrs. 
J. C. Durant, C. H. Smithson (Halifax), F. Skirrow (Keigh-
ley), S. R. Fuller (Boston, U.S.A.), C. LI. Davies, besides 
the officers and members of the Executive, and a number 
of ladies. 

The Chairman, in proposing ' -The Memory of Henry 
George," said they were all united in a profound admiration 
for the life, character, and teaching of Henry George. They 
were all "fanatics" in a good cause, and he knew of nothing 
happier than a band of fanatics when their particular " f a d " 
is on its way to fruition. Henry George had three supreme 
recommendations to the eternal remembrance of the Leagues 
that were honouring his memory all over the world : he was 
a great moralist and philosopher; he wrote English as few 
people knew how; and he rendered the highest possible 
service to the science of political economy. H e was the 
first to show that capital was not the most important thing; 
that labour employed capital, and not capital labour. He 
showed the distinction between capital and monopoly. The 
cost of making a liner or a thimble was just the cost of 
making the next. But the cost of land was subject only 
to the law of rent—it could not be "reproduced." On 
the law of rent he based the law of wages. He showed, 
too, how rent swallows up every advantage brought about 
by social and economic improvement. Legislation on land 
must precede every real improvement if its effects are to be 
lasting. He rejoiced in the advent of a large Liberal party, 
whose moving spirits were land taxers. A land valuation 
Bill was practically certain in the next session. Great 
progress had been made in Germany, in New York, in 
the Australasian Colonies, as well as in England; all this 
progress dates from the time of Henry George. 

The toast was drunk with great enthusiasm. 
Mr. Lewis H. Berens proposed " O u r Cause," coupled 

with the name of 
Mr. T. F. Walker (of Birmingham), one of the original 

founders of the League, who referred to the presence of 
Messrs. Durant and Headlam, both of whom took an active 
part in establishing the League in 1883. With many per-
tinent illustrations, Mr. Walker dwelt on the fundamental 
character of the land question, and showed how, when the 
community became the universal rent collector, it would 
have in its hands the power of absorbing all wealth not due 
to labour of hand or brain. The single tax was the lovely 
and excellent method, propounded by Henry George, of 
getting at the fundamental causes of existing social evils. 

Mr. Harold Rylett, who had lately returned from a jour-
ney round the world, proposed the toast of " Our Friends 
in Other Lands." He gave a brief account of his meeting 
with Henry George, jun., Judge Maguire, Louis F. Post, 
Tom L. Johnson, and other friends of the cause. Our 
friends in the United States were " perfectly straight," and 
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the present movement for municipal ownership would in-
evitably lead to a demand for the single tax. In New Zea-
land and some other Colonies the single tax was limited by 
exemptions which nullified its good effects. 

After a few words from Mr. P. J. Firth (Darlington S.T. 
League, N.S.W.), 

Mr. Joseph Fels (of Philadelphia and London), in a 
lively and witty speech, played the part of friendly critic 
of the movement. None of the speakers had referred to 
the first single tax man—"Mr . Moses." The importance 
of the land question could best be understood by supposing 
that one-half the population of Great Britain owned the 
land, and gave the other half instructions to "move ou t " 
when their leases fell in 1 Of course, there was the North 
Sea and the Irish Sea for them to move to 1 H e thought 
more progress had been made in the United States than 
Mr. Rylett gave them credit for. In Canada, their Toronto 
friends had fought three city elections in favour of a $700 
exemption of improvements from taxation, had improved 
their position each time, and next time would probably 
win. Toronto suffers more than London does from want 
of houses. Mr. Fels gave a very amusing account of the 
progress of Fairhope Single Tax Colony, which a few 
enthusiasts started a few years ago with a capital of 
$1000. The town now has free water, free bath-houses, 
free telephone over a country as large as Wales, free 
wharfage, free schools,—all paid for out of land values; 
from which also all the State and county taxes of every 
citizen are paid. The success of the Colony had resulted 
in the depression of land values in the less favoured districts 
around. He (Mr. Fels) would be glad to try an experiment 
"on this side" on the same lines, if anyone could show him 
that the heavy rates and taxes would not swamp it before it 
had a fair chance. He commented on the attitude of single 
taxers towards land nationalisers, labour men, and socialists, 
and pleaded for more co-operation among them, and a more 
liberal use of "soft soap." (Laughter.) 

The Rev. Thomas Hill, M.A. (vicar of North Somercotes), 
as an old neighbour of Mr. Wedgwood's in the pottery dis-
trict, proposed the health of " T h e Chairman." H e made 
a forcible plea on behalf of the country districts, where land 
value taxation was as badly needed as in the towns. 

Mr. Wedgwood's brief reply brought a very pleasant evening 
to a close. 
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In a racy column of the Edinburgh Evening News, August 
18th, Mr. John W. Gulland, M.P. for Dumfries Burghs, 
gives his impressions of the first half session of our new 
House of Commons. In regard to legislation, Mr. Gulland 
says, "The critics need not be afraid. They will have plenty 
progressive reforms before the next General Election." In 
a reference to the Prime Minister Mr. Gulland says :—" As 
long as Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman leads the House 
ungrudging support will be given. Every Liberal recognises 
his unselfishness, his sacrifices, and his unflinching radicalism. 
Long may he be spared to fill the first place ! " # # # 

Dr. Braun of Hungary, who visited Glasgow in August, 
writes from his home in Lippa to the Secretary of the 
League:—" I had a very agreeable holiday in Britain, but 
the crown of it all were the days spent in Scotland, thanks 
to you and all the other Glasgow friends who overwhelmed 
me with so much kindness. I am reading George's last 
book, The Science of Political Economy, and hope soon to 
begin the translation of Protection or Free Trade." 

* # * 

Mr. C. E. Price, M.P., in his letter of apology for absence 
at the meeting, writes:—"When in Philadelphia, in 1902, 
I looked out for the house in which Henry George was 
born. I was hoping the authorities would have done some-
thing to mark the spot where so famous a man first saw the 
light. Could you not take it up with the Mayor." We pass 
on the suggestion to the single taxers of Philadelphia and 
the United States. 

# * # 

Mr. Archibald M'Arthur, a former chairman of the Glas-
gow Albion Halls Sunday evening meetings, carried on by 
the Glasgow Clarion Scouts, has sent the secretary of the 
League a post card, dated from Greenwood Cemetery, 
Brooklyn, U.S., written at the grave of Henry George. 
Mr. M'Arthur says: " I owe much to the great teacher. 
It was his 'Progress and Poverty,' read in 1884, that 
opened my mind to the land question and the social 
effects flowing from it. Its grasp, its brilliancy, its elo-
quence, its lofty ethical and religious spirit, made a deep 
impression on me. I am a socialist still, but I have never 
been one to undervalue the work of the single taxers." 

We regret to have to record the loss by death of another 
Greenock supporter, Mr. John A. Simpson, which took 
place, after a short illness, Friday evening, 14th September. 
Mr. Simpson was a well-known land reformer, and was 
treasurer of the local Liberal Association. H e was never 
afraid to express his radical views on the land question, 
and interested himself in local municipal politics. We 
join in sympathy to Mrs. Simpson and family. 

The Milngavie and Bearsden Herald says:—"Thriving 
suburb as Bearsden is, it is an interesting fact that ground 
in the neighbourhood is at a premium, so much so that there 
is not a particle of space on which any game can be played 
such as an athletic club might inaugurate. . . . Any 
ground that is secured will only be got at a ransom." 

• • » 

This is a complaint that is, unfortunately, not confined 
to the thriving suburb of Bearsden. It is quite a common 
experience even in suburbs that are not "thriving." But 
the people have been asking themselves the question, how 
long the ground required would remain at " ransom " prices 
if its natural monopoly value were scheduled for purposes 
of taxation ? and Bearsden (Dumbartonshire) is represented 
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in Parliament by Dr. James Dundas White, one of the ablest 
advocates of the taxation of land values. T h e local School 
Board, as reported in our September issue, has also joined 
the numerous public bodies who favour the proposal. 

» # * 

T h e Solicitor-General for Scotland, Mr. Alex. Ure, K.C., 
M.P., is to open the winter's session of the Partick Young 
Scots Society, in the Burgh Hall, Partick, Friday, 5th 
October, 8 p.m.—County Councillor P. M. Martin, presi-
dent of the Society, in the chair. Reserved area tickets, 
6d., to be had at 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow, or from the 
secretary, A. Y. M'Ghie, 3 Craignethan Gardens, Partick. 
The Solicitor-General is the chairman of the Select Com-
mittee of the House of Commons on the Taxation of Land 
Values. 

* # * * 

The autumn meeting of the General Council of the 
Scottish Liberal Association meets at Peebles, on Thurs-
day and Friday, 4th and 5th inst. T h e usual number of 
resolutions on the land question have been sent up for 
consideration by the various local Liberal Associations. 

* * * 

T h e Select Committee of the House of Commons on the 
Land Values (Taxation) Scotland Bill, 1906, resumes its 
sittings when Parliament meets, 23rd inst. T h e first witness 
to appear will be ex-Bailie Burt, Glasgow, his examination 
not having been completed at the last meeting of the Com-
mittee. 

* * * 

On the 30th July Peter Butt, well known to single taxers 
all over the world, gave evidence before the Committee of 
the British House of Commons on the Land Values Taxation 
(Scotland) Bill. Mr. Burt is a Justice of the Peace of the 
City of Glasgow. H e was for ten years a member of the 
Glasgow Council, and was in 1890 the chairman of the 
Special Committee of that body on the Incidence of Local 
Taxation. H e was several years the president of the Scottish 
League for the Taxation of Land Values. In support of 
his views he quoted from the minority report of the Royal 
Commission on Local Taxation. H e also quoted at length 
from the report of Senator Bucklin of Colorado, to prove 
the beneficial effects of land value taxation in New Zealand 
and Australia. Mr. Burt has had printed a concise state-
ment of his evidence, filling 23 pages of foolscap paper, 
which the Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values 
will, no doubt, have circulated widely throughout Scotland. 
It is a most important and valuable contribution to the 
literature of the land question. It contains an exceedingly 
clear and instruct.ve history of land legislation in Scotland, 
and shows how the landlords of that country have, by fraud 
and chicanery, evaded the duties originally incumbent upon 
them as the holders of the land of the kingdom, and saddled 
upon industry substantially all the burdens of taxation for 
the support of government. I t is written in a calm and 
dignified style, wholly free from harshness and invective. 
It is well worth careful p e r u s a l . — J O S E P H LF.GGETT, in the 
San Francisco Star. 

* # * 

T h e Lord Chancellor (Lord Loreburn) is coming to Glas-
gow, 12th inst., to open the thirty-first session of the Glasgow 
Parliamentary Debating Association. The meeting will take 
place in Hengler 's Circus in the the evening, at 8 o'clock. 
Tickets, 2/- and 1/. T h e Association meets every Thursday 
evening in the Christian Institute, Bothwell Street, from 
18th inst. onwards. Members are wanted for vacant seats, 
at 5/- each. 

# * » 

T h e press reports of the Valuation Appeal Courts of 
Scotland, during the past month, have supplied the usual 
interesting proof that the present system of local rating is 
most haphazard and perplexing. A case considered at 
Glenluce, Wigtown, was an old mill valued at ^ 6 0 
(Glasgow Herald, 17/9/06). It was stated that the mill 

had been closed for the last two years. There was nothing 
doing in it, the feu-duty was ^ 2 7 10s., and the land was 
worth £ 1 per acre. I t was agreed to enter the land at 

and the mill as an unoccupied subject at ^ 2 7 10s., 
thus saving the proprietor the necessity of paying tenant's 
rates. Under the taxation of land values the land would 
be rated at its value, jQ1 per acre, the mill would not be 
rated, and the puzzle appears to be, Who would pay the 
superior the ^ 2 7 10s. feu-duty? 

* » # 

The correspondence in the Coatbridge Leader keeps going 
strong. A new contributor, "Tyro , " entered the lists last 
month, with a couple of able letters showing the virtue of 
the tax on land values as the one thing needful to social 
reform. T h e Glasgow Herald has been kept going during 
the month by correspondence on the Small Holders (Scot-
land) Bill, 1906. 

• * • 

The meeting held to commemorate the birthday of Henry 
George at 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow, was most successful. 
Mr. Smithson's interesting address was well received by a 
well attended and representative meeting of the single taxers 
of Glasgow and district. Arrangements are being made by 
the Executive for the holding of further meetings in the 
Rooms during the coming winter. 

» • * 

Can you add one this year to the membership of 
the League ? 

* * # 

At the memorial meeting the President urged all present 
to endeavour to increase the membership of the League. 
We hope our readers who are not members will join our 
ranks. Every new member enlisted brings greater strength 
and encouragement to all concerned to carry on the work of 
education. T h e League exists for that purpose, and every-
one concerned should help to strengthen it. If we could 
only obtain in this way the united help of all who are 
heartily with us a great deal more could be done. 

* * * 

A follower of Henry George (a single taxer) has been 
defined as one who does something to promote the move-
ment. 

# # # 

In his memorial address Mr. Smithson told how his read-
ing of " Progress and Poverty " had brought him the good 
news, and into active service in the movement. Let us not 
hurriedly pass over this confession. What " Progress and 
Poverty " has done for Mr. Smithson it can do for others, 
and we should be ever on the look out for the introduction 
of the book to a fresh mind. 

* * * 

To help our readers in such work , or ra ther to 
give them the s tar t in it, and a t the same t ime 
extend the membership of the League, we wi l l 
undertake dur ing the next three months to send 
post free, to any address, a copy of " Progress and 
P o v e r t y " for every membership subscription of 
2/6 received. This, of course, includes the usual 
copy of Land Values for twelve months. For every 
5/ - subscription received we wi l l add one copy 
each of Henry George's " T h e Land Question" and 
"Pro tec t ion or Free Trade." 

DO YOU WISH TO PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT ? 

TH E Executive of the Scottish League for the Taxation of I .and 
Values appeal to the Members to enlist New Sulwcribers, and 

to sympathisers who know and appreciate the work of the League to 
become Members. Annual Subscription, . . . ... ... -J 

2 6 Secures membership of the League and a copy of " L A N D 
VALUES," post free, for twelve months. 

5 / - Secures membership, " L A N D VALUES " for twelve months, 
and copies of Pamphlets and Leaflets published during the year. 
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T H E P R E M I E R ' S G R E A T L O S S . 

All hearts go out in sympathy to Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman in the great loss he has sustained by the death 
of his wife. Lady Campbell-Bannerman was a true helpmeet 
to her husband, sharing in all his aspirations for the pro-
motion of the common weal; and, undoubtedly, when the 
first dull agony of separation has passed away, her memory 
will inspire him to renewed and determined effort in the 
cause of truth and justice. Henry George has told us 
(Protection or Free Trade) how when, on a similar occasion, 
John Bright was turning heart-stricken from a newly-made 
grave, Richard Cobden grasped his hand, saying, "Come 
with me. Women and children in this country are dying 
of hunger—of hunger made by the laws. Come with me, 
and we will not rest till we have repealed those laws." It 
was in this spirit that the fight against the Corn Laws was 
fought. That fight was successful, the Corn Laws were 
repealed; but, unfortunately, it is still true that "women 
and children in this country are dying of hunger—of hunger 
made by the laws," and no true man can rest till those laws 
are repealed. As Richard Cobden afterwards realised, the 
repeal of the Corn Laws was but the taking of one of the 
outworks of the great stronghold of Privilege, and the 
citadel, land monopoly, still remains to be assailed. It 
was for this reason he declared, "You who shall liberate 
the land will do more for your country than we have done 
in the liberation of its trade." It was for this reason he 
said that if he had been still a young man he would have 
taken Adam Smith in hand, and would have preached the 
liberation of the land up and down the country. It was 
for this reason he demanded that the old 4/- land tax, then, 
as now, levied on the values of 1692, should be levied on 
the full true yearly value of the land, saying, " I hope to 
see societies formed calling upon the legislature to revalue 
the land, and to put a taxation upon it in proportion to the 
needs of the State." And undoubtedly, as Mrs. Cobden 
Unwin, the daughter of the great free trader well said, if 
the liberation of the land had been properly taken in hand, 
the recent fight against a resurrected Protectionism would 
not have had to be fought. 

A W O R T H Y M E M O R I A L . 

It remains now to carry the fight to its logical conclusion, 
and towards this conclusion we trust that our Premier will 
strenuously strive. While the fight was in progress Sir 
Henry lost no opportunity of pointing out that the taxation 
of land values, for local and national purposes, was the true 
alternative to Mr. Chamberlain's farcical and suicidal fiscal 
proposals. As the Premier has repeatedly pointed out, our 
present systems of rating and land tenure constitute a greater 
drain upon trade and industry, and a greater menace to the 
standard of life of our people, than any foreign tariffs. As 
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the late Cardinal Manning eloquently phrased it, " T h e 
land question means hunger, thirst, and nakedness, notice 
to quit, labour spent in vain, the toil of years seized upon, 
the breaking up of homes, the misery, sickness, deaths of 
parents, children, wives, the despair and wildness which 
spring up in the hearts of the poor when legal force, like 
a sharp harrow, goes over the most sensitive and vital rights 
of mankind. All this is contained in the land question." 
And the solution of the land question means the righting 
of all these wrongs. The Premier himself has said that 
the housing problem and the unemployed problem are but 
phases of the great land question. We trust that he will 
ere long take the first step towards the solution of this 
question. By so doing he will enshrine his memory, and 
that pf Lady Campbell-Bannerman also, in the hearts of the 
people of this country for ever. 

B R I T A I N ' S A B R A H A M L I N C O L N . 

To be effective, however, the first step must be a big 
step—a step really worth while. As John Stuart Mill has 
told us, " When the aim is to raise the permanent con-
dition of a people, small means do not merely produce 
small effects—they produce no effect at all." But were 
Cobden's advice followed, were the old land tax levied on 
the values of to-day instead of on those of more than 200 
years ago, it would, as we have been frequently shown, 
yield a revenue sufficient to allow of the payment of 
members and of election expenses, the repeal of all 
remaining taxes on food, and the establishment of old-
age pensions, while by forcing idle land into use it would 
solve the housing problem and provide ample work for all 
idle hands. These reforms could be carried, and should be 
carried, in next yeat's Budget, in the teeth of the House of 
Lords, and in addition a Bill should be passed enabling all 
local authorities, whether in town or country, to untax the 
homes and the trade and industry of the people, and to derive 
all local revenues from land values. Abraham Lincoln is 
revered as the President who freed from chattel slavery 
the negro slaves of the Southern States of America. If 
he carries out the reforms outlined above, Sir Henry will 
be revered as the Premier who freed his fellow countrymen 
from a worse than chattel slavery.— Westminster Review, 
October, 1906. 

S I N G L E T A X I N CANADA. 
T h e a d v a n c e s m a d e in C a n a d a d u r i n g t h e pas t few yea r s h a v e 
b r o u g h t t h e m o v e m e n t i n t o prac t ica l pol i t ics , a n d t h e r e f o r e 

THE CANADIAN SINGLE TAXER 
I s full of in te res t to a l l S ing le Taxlfers. 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 2/. per Annum. 
Clubs of Ten or more, II- „ 
Sample Copy, FREE. 

7 5 Y O N G E ST., T O R O N T O , C A N A D A . 

Purchased by means of tho C.C.C. System. 

c 
c 
c 

C I T Y 
AND 

COUNTY 
H O U S E 

P U R C H A S E 

COMPANY 
L I M I T E D , 

1 6 6 B U C H A N A N S T . , 

G L A S G O W . 

LOWEST PAYMENTS. 
NO BALLOTS. 
BEST SECURITY. 
PROFITS DIVIDED. 
IMMEDIATE ADVANCES. 

Di rec to r s . 
Ex-Bailie James Steele, J .P . 
Arch. Cranston, Esq. 
Coun. Campbell. 
Wm. Dougan, Esq., M.D., J .P . 
R. Murray M'lntyre, Esq., 

Managing Director. 
T r u s t e e s . 

Thos. Robinson, Esq., J .P . 
Ex-Bailie D. M. Stevenson, J .P . 
Ex-Bailie James Steele, J .P . 

S e c r e t a r i e s . 
DUNN & TODD, C.A. 

RF Y O U W A N T T O B U Y O R S E L L A H O U S E 
1 A P P L Y T O T H I S C O M P A N Y . 

c 
c 
c 

>. Monthly enables you to Purchase a House WORTH -
Other amounts in proportion. ONLY POSSIBLE by this System. Additional Representatives Wanted. 



October, 1906. Land Values . 8 9 

E N G L I S H N E W S A N D N O T E S . 

[All communica t ions respect ing this column should be sent to the 
Genera l Secretary, Engl ish League for the Taxat ion of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 S t rand , London , W.C-1 

The Executive of the English League are anxious, during 
the coming autumn and winter, to extend the membership 
and influence of the League in London and its suburbs. 
It is hoped that many of the members of the League, 
especially in the residential suburbs, may be willing to 
help in one or more of the following ways:—(1) By 
arranging an opportunity for a representative of the 
League to address a meeting (not necessarily a large or 
public one, or in a hall) of local symathisers; (2) by putting 
any local club, society, or association into touch with the 
League, with a view to arranging a public lecture or dis-
cussion ; (3) by sending to the office the names, addresses, 
and subscriptions of new members, or the names and 
addresses of any friends who are likely to join the League 
if information is sent to them. 

* * * 

It is believed to be the intention of the Government to 
introduce proposals for the separate assessment and taxation 
of land values in an early session of Parliament. The same 
subject will also come into prominence in connection with 
the elections to the Borough Councils in November next, 
and to the London County Council in March, 1907. The 
question of the. taxation of land values will, therefore, be 
a specially opportune subject for lectures and discussions 
during the coming autumn and winter. The League will 
gladly provide a competent lecturer or opener for any such 
lecture or discussion. Societies availing themselves of this 
offer will be expected to reimburse the speaker's out-of-
pocket expenses, to arrange (wherever possible) for the sale 
of literature (which the speaker will bring with him), and 
to make the necessary arrangements for securing a good 
audience. 

• •*• * 

Applications for lectures in the Yorkshire district should 
be made to Mr. Fred. Skirrow (Yorkshire agent of the 
League), 2 Darley Street, Bradford, Yorks. 

* * * 

Mr. Richard Brown, the hon. secretary of the Tyneside 
branch, is preparing the programme of work for the branch 
for the winter months. Mr. Brown will be glad to arrange 
for a speaker to open a discussion on the land question at 
any club, debating society, or institute in Northumberland 
or Durham, on application to him at 22 Lish Avenue, 
Whitley Bay, R.S.O., Northumberland. 

• * * 

The following lectures and meetings have been arranged, 
and many other applications are now receiving attention:— 

Oct. 3.—Eccleshill Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
„ 4.—Saltaire Liberal Club, E. Skirrow. 
„ 7.—Penge Liberal Club, L. H. Berens. 
„ 8-12.—Bradford, Edward M'Hugh. 
„ 9.—Huddersfield Junior Liberal Association, 

R. M'Ghee. 
„ 10.—Keighley, Richard M'Ghee. 
„ 10.—Undercliffe Libaral Club, F. Skirrow. 
„ 11.—Bradford Liberal Association, R. M'Ghee. 
,, 12.—Low Moor Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
„ 13.—Huddersfield Liberal Club, E. M'Hugh. 
„ 14.—Windhill Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
,, 16.—Clayton Heights Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
,, 19.—Honley Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
„ 26.—Low Moor Liberal Club, T. B. Lund. 

Nov. 2.—Bridgehouse, Haworth, F. Skirrow. 
„ 3.—Bradford Liberal Club, Arthur Withy. 
„ 6.—Bankfoot Church Institute, F. Skirrow. 
„ 11.—Higham Hill Baptist Church, F. Verrinder. 

The General Secretary will be speaking and organising 
in Manchester and district from Oct. 9th to 13th (both 
inclusive), in connection with the proposed formation of 
a Lancashire branch. The first meeting of Lancashire 
members will be held in Manchester on Tuesday, Oct. 9th, 
notices of which will shortly be posted to the members. 
Mr. Verinder will also address some meetings in the North 
of Lancashire about the beginning of December. 

* * * 

The Executive propose to publish as a leaflet the article 
on " T h e Government and the Unemployed," contributed 
by the General Secretary tr> The Tribune of ist June last, 
and reprinted in July Land Values. (Four pages: 1 /- per 
hundred.) 

* * * 

The League is arranging for a re-issue of Henry George's 
valuable propagandist booklet, "The Land Question." Single 
copies, 3d. ; post free, 4d. Special terms for quantities. 

FRF.DK. V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L. V. 

THE LAND QUESTION IN THE MONTHLIES. 

THE FORTNIGHTLY.—Advocates of the taxation of land 
values have learned to be grateful for small mercies. Hence 
we have to acknowledge, with all the gratitude we can call 
up, Mr. A. C. Pigou's most learned article on the question 
which appears in the September number of The Fortnightly. 
We would specially commend its perusal to Prof. Smart 
and such highly-learned gentlemen; for men less versed 
in what passes muster in our universities as "Economic 
Science" are not likely to be greatly enlightened thereby. 
(Those interested in collecting economic curiosities would, 
however, do well to add Mr. Pigou's footnote to page 440 
to their collection.) Briefly, Mr. Pigou's conclusion is, 
that just in proportion as " the proposed tax on site 
values is of the nature of a tax on true rent" will it be 
advantageous and beneficial. In spite of this sound con-
clusion Mr. Pigou is manifestly very, very reluctant to allow 
the weight of his authority to be used in favour of rating 
uncovered land at its true rental, instead of at a merely 
nominal or so-called " agricultural" value. He seems to 
contend that, in some mysterious way, the withholding of 
land from use saves the "capi ta l" of the country when it 
is ultimately required for superior purposes; and he finally 
summarises his views in the following sentence:— 

" I believe this advantage [its slight check to over-
crowding], against the competing small advantage on 
the other side, is not a task that can be carried out 
with any exactitude. Economic science is not as yet 
complete enough to give much guidance in quantitative 
analysis. Consequently, judgments in such matters are 
in a great measure guess-work. Personally, I am in-
clined to attach more importance to a slight diminution 
of overcrowding than to a slight increase in the country's 
capital. No rigid proof of the correctness of this pre-
dilection is possible. Nevertheless, I fancy that it 
would be generally shared." 

* * * 

THE CONTEMPORARY.—Under the title, "Home Industry 
and Peasant Farming in Belgium," Eric Givskov has a most 
interesting and instructive article, in which the inner rela-
tion and inter-relations of land and labour are admirably 
summarised and expounded. Mr. Givskov evidently has 
a fine grip of fundamental economic principles, and we 
can earnestly commend his article to all our readers. He 
conclusively demonstrates his main contention that, in 
Belgium as elsewhere, " The primeval cause of all the 
rural exodus is the denial of access to the land, caused 
by social maladjustment." 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 

" We would simply take for the community what belongs 
to the community—the value that attaches to land by the 
growth of the community; leave sacred to the individual 
aH that belongs to the individual"—Henry George. 

" T H E COMING LAND BOOM." 

" T o whomsoever the soil a t any t ime 
belongs, to h im be longs the f ru i t s of i t . " 

TO-DAY it is a mere common-place to say that the 
increase of population, the extension, the sub-division, 
and the co-ordination of industry, all tend to increase 
the value of land. So also any cause that operates 
to increase the productive power of labour, tends to 
advance rent, and not to add to the earnings of labour 
or capital. Given a progressive community in which 
population is constantly being added to, and improve-
ments in the arts and sciences continually taking 
place, land must constantly increase in value. This 
steady increase in the value of land, naturally leads 
to speculation, in which a still further increase is 
anticipated. This anticipation of the future enhance-
ment of land values frequently carries them beyond 
the point at which production can be carried on at a 
remunerative rate. Then production begins to stop 
This stoppage of production at one point tends to 
produce the same thing at other points of the industrial 
network. The paralysis communicates itself through 
all the interlacings of commerce and industry, and a 
depression of trade is the result. This depression 
continues until the normal economic value of land 

overtakes the speculative value, or until labour and 
capital are content to take smaller returns. Both 
causes probably act to produce a new equilibrium, and 
a season of activity again ensues. Then speculation 
again takes place, production is again checked, and 
the same weary round is repeated. This speculation 
in land takes place in all progressive communities, but 
in the newer countries such as the United States, 
and in our colonies where the user of land generally 
prefers, if he can, to own it, it acts with enormous 
force. In this speculation is to be found the cause of 
those recurring depressions of trade, which take place 
even in newly-settled lands, and which cause such 
wide-spread distress. 

The fortunes of the great millionaires of the United 
States have, it is well-known, been made by specula-
tion in land, or, as they would probably prefer to put 
it, by a " prudent investment" in land which subse-
quently became the sites of busy and prosperous 
cities. The same thing is true of South Africa, and 
may be seen in both town and country. The Town 
Council of Johannesburg had under discussion in May 
last, a motion for the Taxation of Land Values, and 
there is no city in the world where such legislation is 
more required. In 1888 a Mr. Street purchased a 
plot of ground in Pritchard Street for £400. That 
same plot is valued to-day at £30,000. In 1890 a 
number of plots in the same town were purchased for 
£ 1 8 0 0 ; their estimated value to-day is £100000 
In 1892 when Johannesburg had become a centre of 
industry and activity a Mr. George Lest purchased 
one stand at the corner of Pritchard and Eloff Streets 
for £4500, and ten years later sold it for £27,000. 
These values do not represent anything added to pro-
duction by the people who appropriated them. They 
are simply a toll levied upon production, and ought 
properly to belong to the community whose presence 
created them. 

These examples show that land, being a prime 
necessity or life, increases in value in proportion to 
the demand made by the necessities of the population. 
As population increases, and the extension of industry, 
by the employment of capital, and the sub-division of 
labour becomes more and more possible, so do the 
values of land everywhere increase. In this way (land 
being private property) are great fortunes piled up, 
and the monopolist and the forestaller wax fat and 
kick, and ever more and more are labour and true 
capital robbed of their just reward. 

All the omens point to the fact that we are to-day 
on the eve of another great land boom in South 
Africa, and more especially in Rhodesia. The depres-
sion which has prevailed so long in that country is 
rapidly passing away ; in other words, the demand for 
land is such as to have the effect of bringing the present 
economic value of the land up to, and beyond the 
point at which the monopolists who hold it are willing 
to let go, a great land boom is in progress, and t h e 
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far -s ighted vision of t he late Cecil Rhodes , is in a fair 
way to be realised. 

T o a n y who wish to share in the spoil t h a t will 
accrue to those who hold in thral l t he grea t e l ement of 
life, on which, and f rom which, all mus t live, it may be 
said tha t it is no t now possible to ob ta in land for 
no th ing in Rhodes ia . Bu t it is yet possible to share 
in the spoil in ano the r way , and the eyes of the 
financial and specula t ive world a re be ing turned 
towards t h a t count ry , and it is still possible to buy 
shares in one or o ther of the numerous land companies 
which have secured for their own behoof the land of 
Rhodes ia a t a much cheaper ra te than tha t which is 
now rul ing. F o r e m o s t a m o n g these is the Char te red 
C o m p a n y whose n a m e was m a d e notor ious by the 
f amous raid. T h i s C o m p a n y owns a large por t ion of 
the count ry , bu t there are numerous others . A m o n g 
the compan ie s l ikely to benefit immed ia t e ly by the 
rise in l and values is the Sa l i sbury Bui ld ings and 
E s t a t e s C o m p a n y . T h i s C o m p a n y owns near ly all 
the best bui ld ing sites in the town of Sal isbury, t he 
capital of Rhodes ia . Much of the p roper ty is s i tua ted 
in the cen t re of t he city. Close to the T o w n H a l l it 
owns all the plots on one side of the thoroughfare , 
and in f ront of the Publ ic G a r d e n s it owns a n u m b e r 
of bui ld ing sites equal in value to any in the city. In 
the best resident ial por t ion of the city it owns over a 
hundred of the best sites. Sa l i sbury was originally a 
mere ha l t ing place in t h e veldt for the pioneer column 
of the first M a s h o n a l a n d E x p e d i t i o n . I t was soon 
recognised as a sui table place for a city, and has not, 
so far, d i sappo in ted the hopes of its or iginal founders . 
One financial e x p e r t asserts t h a t it will become the 
Chicago of S o u t h Af r ica . I t is the cent re of a vast 
min ing a n d agr icul tura l country , has ra i lway connec-
tion with the south and the east , and is a d i s t r ibu t ing 
cent re for all pa r t s of t he colony. T h e distr ict 
i m m e d i a t e l y ad jo in ing has every possible advan tage , 
a brac ing cl imate, a good rainfall , excel lent graz ing 
land, a rich soil, e n o r m o u s coalfields, and valuable 
deposi t s of gold, silver, copper , and tin. H e r e is a 
grea t a n d c l aman t need for t he t axa t i on of land 
values, for so sure as this region becomes developed 
so will t he value of land go u p and up, and the price 
of t he shares of this and o the r compan ie s (which 
represent the price of m o n o p o l y as it now stands) , 
keep pace with the d e v e l o p m e n t of t he country, t he 
increase of popula t ion , and the consequen t d e m a n d 
for land. 

Another concern to which the attention of the financial 
world has recently been turned is the "Tanganyika Con-
cession." This Company owns a large amount of land in 
Northern Rhodesia, containing copper deposits, said to be 
the richest in the world. The deposits are said to be inex-
haustible, and the quality of the ore is altogether pheno-
menal. The amalgamated copper people are said to be 
trying to gain control of this property, being afraid of the 
competition that might ensue when the increased facilities 

for transport will permit of the ore being put upon the 
market. These increased facilities, and the consequent 
opening up of the country will benefit the land companies 
of Rhodesia, and even already the report that the Rockefeller 
group of financiers are willing to find the money for the 
completion of the Lobito Bay Railway, has sent up the price 
of the shares of the " Tanganyika Concessions, Ltd.," the 
Company that will most immediately and directly benefit 
by tthe completion of this railway. In this way do great 
tracts of country, that might have been the homes of happy 
and contented people of any or every shade of colour, pass 
into the hands of the spoiler and the monopolist, and 
through the consequent speculation there are brought about 
those recurring stagnations of trade and that discontent and 
unrest and uncertainty that are such features of South 
African life. 

Much the same thing is taking place in our other great 
colony, Canada. Most of the best land of Canada has been 
sold to land companies at something like $3 an acre, and 
the price of the stock in one of the largest of these, has 
risen from 215 at the end of 1904 to 475 at the present 
time. This means that the value of this Company's land 
has more than doubled in a year and a half, and these 
shares will probably have a further rise. Since its inception, 
this Company—"The Canadian North-West Lands Com-
pany "—has sold altogether nearly half-a-million acres at an 
average of $7 an acre, its latest sales being nearly $10 an 
acre. This seems cheap enough in all conscience, and 
settlers who secure this land at that price will share in any 
further rise that takes place; but why should these com. 
panies be allowed to pocket these values at all? It is not 
only an injustice in itself, but it militates against any rational 
scheme of land reform that may be proposed in the future. 
Another of the land companies that are already raking in 
the dollars is the " Western Canada Land Company." This 
concern was only started about a year ago, and bought over 
half-a-million acres in the Edmonton district at $4 an acre 
from the Canadian Pacific Railway (which got them for 
nothing). The district is served by this line, and the 
"Grand Trunk Railway," and as much as $12 an acre has 
been secured by the Land Company for areas situated near 
the railway. As the financial papers would say, " At the 
current quotations we look upon them as offering great 
scope for advance." Land is now selling at a rate that will 
be remunerative. Very soon it will go beyond, and cease 
to be remunerative, and the same old experience will be 
repeated of a boom followed by a slump, and the conse-
quent stagnation, and we shall see, in lands not even popu-
lated to one-tenth of their capacity, the same land problem 
that confronts us at home. 

There is only one cure for these phenomena and that is 
the appropriation of land values as they arise for public 
purposes. The beneficial effects of the partial application 
of this policy in New Zealand and in Germany have done 
much these past few years to convince the politicians here 
and abroad that the taxation of land values is a step in 
legislation that will bring us in the direction of a just distri-
bution of wealth, and open up the natural avenues to all 
true progress. 

W . M ' L E N N A N . 
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1Rew0 of tbc flDovcmcnt. 

La Prensa (Buenos Aires) reports a 
Argent ine discussion in the Senate of the Argentine 
Republic. Republic on a new Land Valuation Bill, 

authorising the expenditure of $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
on a new land valuation in the City of Buenos Aires and in 
Government Territories. 

Senator Lainez (Buenos Aires) argued that in the new 
valuation the values of buildings and of land should be 
separated, so that in future it might be easy to divide the 
tax partly on land values and partly on buildings, or to put it 
wholly on land values. To-day the landowner who spent 
money on buildings was penal ised; he paid an increased 
tax for the benefit of those who waited till the toil of others, 
or Divine Providence had given greater value to their land. 
In order to study the question from this point of view, he 
had, in previous years, asked for information from the land 
tax bureau ; he had wished to know separately the values 
of land and of the buildings; the bureau could not give 
them because the valuation had lumped them both together. 

The Minister of Finance stated that the difficulty raised 
by the Senator for Buenos Aires was in itself very simple. 
It was rather a question of form. T h e points proposed 
were these :—That from now the law should establish the 
basis of valuation, fix a separate price for land and building. 
In substance there was no divergence of views. The 
Executive thinks the same, as might be seen in the Bill now 
before the Lower House. T h e valuation would be made 
separately, in order to penalise the recalcitrant, as Senator 
Lainez had said. In this respect, opinion was formed. 
Lately, in England, the delegates of 500 municipalities had 
demanded from the Minister of Finance, and the latter had 
answered in the affirmative, recognising the right and justice 
involved in the demand. 

The Government, in the instructions accompanying the 
Bill, had arranged that the valuation should be made separ-
ately, one value for the land and another for the buildings. 

The Minister concluded by assenting to the affirmation of 
Senator Lainez, that the present valuations in the capital 
(Buenos Aires) and the Territories was absurd. 

The Executive yesterday issued a decree fixing the prin-
cipal basis of the new land valuation in the capital and 
national territories. By this decree the Executive fixes at 
$120,000 national currency the expense of carrying out the 
work, which will be begun on the ist of next month, and 
will be concluded in eight months in the capital and on 
31st December of the present year in the territories. 

The valuation of landed property will be done in the 
capital by employees of the Land Tax Bureau, and in the 
territories by the respective authorities. 

For valuation, the value of the buildings will be deter-
mined apart from that of the land. T h e value of the 
buildings will be determined by appraisement, and on what 
they are really worth at the moment of valuation. To the 
land will be given a value which represents the average of 
current prices during the three years previous to the valua-
tion. T h e sum of these values will give the total corre-
sponding to the property. Properties with plantations or 
gardens will also be valued. 

For the valuation of suburban residences and market 
gardens the value of the buildings, that of the plantations, 
and that of the land will be considered; the total of these 
values will constitute the value of the property. Agricul-
tural land will be valued by taking as basis the value of 
the land, the class of cultivation, and the yield. These 
three values will determine the valuation. 

Vacant lands, pastoral lands, and uncultivated fields will 
be valued by reference to the average prices obtained by 
sale during the three years previous. 

In due course the Minister of Finance will nominate the 
members of the jury that will decide appeals against high 
assessments.—La Prensa (Buenos Aires), Aug 7. 

H O W L A N D P U R C H A S E W O R K S O U T 

I N I R E L A N D . 

" The Act of 1903 . . . is the worst example of class 
legislation on the Statute Book. . . . I t made a most 
subtle and tempting appeal to the strongest passion in the 
Irish peasant—his land hunger. I t is that sentiment which 
is now being exploited by the landlord in obtaining twenty 
four years' purchase—exclusive of the bonus paid by the 
British tax-payers—for his exhausted land. T h e most mis-
chievous feature of the process is that the poorer the tenant 
and the worse the land he holds the more he pays. . . . 

T h e Act is a huge gamble, in which the landlords of Ireland 
hold the stakes and stand to win. . . . 

"Amendmen t s of the Act [i e., of the Tory Irish Land 
Act of 1903] are required to prevent syndicates of landlords 
being formed to keep untenanted land out of the market 
for a time, and to facilitate the division of grazing lands 
among small owrers in order to make their holdings 
profitable." 

So writes the special correspondent of the Daily Chronicle, 
7/5/06, who has lately been showing that the Act of 1903 is so 
completely bad that it is impossible to imagine how any good 
can be done by tinkering at it. A quarter of a century of 
legislating on the wrong lines has so thoroughly confused 
people's minds about the Irish Land Question that it seems 
almost useless to suggest that taxation of land values would 
be the best protection against these land-withholding syndi-
cates. We hope to live long enough to hear the Irish Party 
ask, " W h y didn't we do that at first?" 
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W H A T T H E T A X A T I O N O F L A N D 

V A L U E S M E A N S . 

T H E I R I S H T O W N T E N A N T P R O B L E M . 

{Explained in a leading article in the " Middleton Guardim, 
August, 25th. 

T h e Middleton Guardian, 25/8/06, in a leading article 
inspired by a meeting of the Manchester Branch of the 
English League says :—The Manchester Branch of the 
English League for the Taxation of L i n d Values opened 
its campaign by a successful meeting in Queen's Park on 
Sunday afternoon. We congratulate the promoters on the 
result. Those who read the Guardian know the importance 
of the movement, and it is quite time that its advocates 
came into the arena. This is no academic matter. It is a 
bread and butter question. There is no question of going 
" back to the land." We are there, and have to pay dear 
for our presence 1 We can't get away from it, and the 
longer we stop, under present conditions, the more we have 
to pay, the harder we have to work, and the greater becomes 
the difficulty of earning a living. T h e houses we live in are 
taxed to the extent of nearly 50 per cent., all things we eat 
and wear and use are burdened in the same way, and 
because of the competition set up amongst workpeople, we 
are forced to work for a third of what we earn. I t is not 
land reform, farmers'characters, building labourers' cottages, 
farm colonies, reafforestation, or any of the other palliatives 
now being urged on the attention of the country that is here 
asked for. Neither is it land nationalisation, nor tax and 
buy, nor any other of the nostrums proposed that simply 
add to the burdens of taxpayers and ratepayers. It is not 
municipalisation or the putting of grocers and corn mer 
chants to the making of gas and electricity, or the manage 
ment of tramways. Nothing of the kind. We have been 
at a good deal of this work for generations now, and have 
spent piles of money on the job, but things are worse than 
ever—the struggle for a livelihood is keener, there is more 
intense poverty, and a greater number of men and women 
are looking in vain for a job. This is a movement to free 
working people by freeing their industries. At present all 
taxes and rates are laid upon them and their industries, and 
the result is in many cases worse than in the old times— 
" the hungry forties." T h e men who stood up in Queen's 
Park on Sunday afternoon demanded the repeal of all ratse 
and taxes on improvements and the imposition of a single 
tax on land values. Tha t is the goal of the movement, and 
there will be no human content or satisfaction until it is 
reached. By means of the taxation of land values industry 
will be turned into its natural channel, and men's work will 
then have far more recompense than a mere subsistence. 
It means that all who are able to work must do so. If it 
meant nothing more than this—the forcing of the idle into 
the field of labour—we ought unanimously and emphatically 
to demand the passing of this great reform. But it means 
much more than this. Less hours of labour, better housing, 
bigger wages, cleaner streets, river, and atmosphere with 
ultimately the restoration of health, strength, and beauty to 
this grimy district of South-east Lancashire. Surely that is 
worth striving after. I t is all within our reach, if only we 
shall determine to have it. But we must do it for ourselves. 
It is not likely that those who now live in idle luxury, or 
share in the many non-productive employments, will help 
us. T h e ball has been set rolling—for years the reform has 
been advocated in these columns—let us see to it that 
during the coming winter everything possible is done to 
bring the matter before Parliament. The Government has 
promised legislation on the subject next session, and if their 
measure is at all to be effective the people must let them 
know what they want, and also that they are not inclined to 
accept anything short of real reform on the subject. 

A Glasgow Irish Nationalist—J. O'D. Derrick—ventures 
the suggestion in a recent issue of the Ulster Examiner that 
Irish town, county councils, and other assessing bodies in 
Ireland should take steps to have an informing notice 
printed and posted up in the public places of their respective 
assessing districts. A poster after the style of the one out-
lined would tend to educate the public mind on the absur-
dity of the present system of rating and taxation in Irish 
towns and point out the remedy—the taxation of land values. 
Perhaps some of the Town Tenant League branches will 
take the matter in hand. I trust your readers will not 
fancy I am trying to be humorous ; I am merely describing 
British law as it exists in Irish towns on the incidence of 
local taxation. The suggested poster is as follows :— 

N O T I C E . 

" A n y o n e e r ec t i ng a b u i l d i n g of a n y c h a r a c t e r or 
desc r ip t i on , e i the r in t h e s h a p e of fac tory , shop , o r 
house , sha l l be t r e a t e d a s a n e n e m y of t h e I r ish 
p e o p l e a n d c o m p e l l e d to p a y t o this counc i l a t a x or 
ra t e levied on t h e a n n u a l va lue of t h e b u i l d i n g so 
erec ted . W e h e r e b y give, a n d t h e r e f o r e t ake , no t i ce 
t h a t t h e g iv ing of e m p l o y m e n t t o masons , l aboure r s , 
j o ine r s , a n d p l u m b e r s by t h e e rec t ion of b u i l d i n g s 
will c a u s e t h e pe r son w h o g ives e m p l o y m e n t a n d o w n s 
t h e bu i ld ing , a n d t h e occup ie r s the reof , to b e assessed 
eve ry yea r , a n d t h u s c o m p e l l e d by law t o p a y a fine, 
ca l led c o u n t y or local ra tes , a s t h e case m a y be, on 
t h e a n n u a l va lue of t h e bu i ld ing . F u r t h e r m o r e , we 
g ive no t i ce t h a t a c c o r d i n g t o Br i t i sh m a d e laws we 
shall c o n t i n u e t o a l low land o w n e r s t o k e e p land idle, 
p a r t i a l l y used , a n d a l so t o e x t r a c t t h o u s a n d s of p o u n d s 
in h e a d a n d g r o u n d r en t s f r o m t h e p e o p l e w h o d o 
cause t h e e rec t ion of houses , shops , or fac tor ies , and 
we shal l n o t a s k t h e sa id l and o w n e r s to p a y a n y local 
o r c o u n t y r a t e s on t h e s e land values , bu t we wili con -
t i n u e t o insist , a c c o r d i n g to law m a d e in a foreign 
a s s e m b l y , on t a x i n g e v e r y b o d y w h o gives e m p l o y -
m e n t b y e r e c t i n g bu i ld ings . " 

Bad Printing . — 
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Corporation Telephone No. 4408. G L A S G O W . 

By Making: Home Beautiful, You Make Home Happy. 

D. C. THOMSON, 
Pract ica l Carver, Gi lder , and P ic tu re Frame Maker, 

135 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD, GLASGOW. 

C o r d , Rings, Chains , Rods, a n d Hooks Sold . Oil Pa in t i ngs Cleaned 
Varn i shed , Res tored , a n d Relined. Old P r n t s Repa i red . 

Oil a n d Wate r -Co lou r T u b e s a n d B r u s h e s 8o ld . 
Na t iona l Te laphone , No. 6 7 X 2. 
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T H E S W E A T I N G E V I L I N A U S T R A L I A . 

To the Editor of Land Values. 

S I R , — I n your issue of June last, in a paragraph com-
menting upon a lecture delivered by Mr. G. P. Gooch, M.P. 
for Bath, on "Sweating Questions in Various Countries," 
you quote him as having said that the establishment of 
Wages Boards had met and conquered the evil in Australia 
and New Zealand. With the exception of New Zealand, 
of which I claim no authority to speak (although I am 
inclined to believe that conditions there in relation to this 
matter are similar to those met with elsewhere), I am utterly 
at a loss from whence he can have derived his information, 
as so far from the sweating evil having either been met or 
conquered in Australia, as alleged, by the legislative con-
trivances referred to, the evil is practically as great and as 
difficult to cope with as ever it was; and in all the States, 
save perhaps West Australia, both from Press and Pulpit, 
it is ever being exposed and denounced. Nor should this 
fact surprise us when, as stated recently, we are informed 
there are in Melbourne 5000 person unable to get a job, 
and 5°> 0 0 0 living just above the poverty line. Besides 
which, a week or two back, the papers contained graphic 
accounts of Mr. Tom Mann, who with his unemployed 
brigade visited the principal churches in that city, in order 
that the extreme condition of his poor followers might be 
more effectually brought under the notice of the church-
going public. But it may, perhaps, be asked, What have 
the unemployed to do with the sweating question ? Simply 
this, that no work means no wages, and no wages means 
poverty, or the existence of conditions which make sweating 
not only possible but inevitable. It should also be remem-
bered that, while in certain notorious cases the sweater may 
be some greedy, avaricious wealthy employer, he more 
frequently is one who, from stress of circumstances, the 
result of extreme competition, is prevented from paying 
anything else but a sweated wage. It can, however, be 
easily recognised that the sweater would not have the 
least prospect of success if trade were brisk and labour 
in receipt of high wages. Although my illustrations and 
inferences have been drawn from Victoria, it must not be 
thought they could not be supplemented by others from 
neighbouring States; but because it is there where Protec-
tion has obtained the greatest grip of the minds and bodies 
of the people that sweating in its most forbidding forms is 
to be met with, and where, also, the machinery for dealing 
with it has attained its most complete development. In 
fairness to those who believe that it is possible to prevent 
sweating by legislative enactment, it might be said that 
experience, so far, has proved that while Wages Boards 
and anti-sweating legislation, with their minimum wage pro-
visions, may operate to maintain at a slightly higher limit 
the wages of those operatives affected by them, it has been 
found utterly impossible to increase the general earnings of 
the great mass of the workers who must necessarily be 
outside the sphere of their influence. For, obviously, 
while you may by law force an employer to pay the mini-
mum wage to those whom he employs, you cannot compel 
him to employ those whose labour should not prove suf-
ficiently productive; and, consequently, it has been found 
that, apart from the fact that wages have declined and that 
now the minimum wage has become the maximum one, the 
slow, infirm, or otherwise ineffective worker who was in-
capable of producing up to the minimum standard promptly 
got " t h e sack," the labour of the less productive being now 
no longer sufficiently profitable. It was soon found, how-
ever, that the slow worker, unable to get a job at minimum 
rates, working on his own account at any wage he could 
get, threatened to be a greater menace than before, com-
pelling the labour unions in their own interests to obtain 
the modification of the " m i n i m u m " provision, so that the 
slow or infirm worker might be granted practically a certifi-
cate of incompetency, enabling its holder to work for less 
than the standard rate, provided that the number of "s low" 

hands in any one factory should not exceed a fifth of the 
whole number there employed. But cannot anyone see 
that in making this concession in favour of the slow worker 
the whole position for the minimum wage has been sur-
rendered, and, what is more, that even this arrangement 
can but be regarded as tentative, and subject to still further 
modifications as time goes on, when the proportion will 
have to be increased to, say, a fourth, or even a third, as 
circumstances may demand. Every single-taxer knows that 
no legislation such as that embodied in Wages Boards pro-
visions can prevent sweating, or even seriously affect it. 
For people toil and slave under sweated conditions not 
from choice but from compulsion. Open up natural oppor-
tunities to labour and it would be impossible to sweat 
labour. For under conditions of freedom which the adop-
tion of the Georgian scheme alone would render possible, 
no one would consent to woik for another for less than he 
would obtain by working for himself. There would then 
be no necessity to provide for a " m i n i m u m " wage, for all 
workers would obtain the " maximum "—namely, the full 
results of their labour.—I am, Sir, etc., W. H . P O P E . 

ADRI.AIDK, S .A . , 31st Ju ly , 1906. 

W A N T E D , A C A D A S T R A L S U R V E Y . 

To the Editor oj Land Values. 
SIR,—The basis of your crusade must be a cadastral 

survey of the United Kingdom, by which I mean an 
accurate valuation of every acre, with references to the 
existing geometrical survey, and a record of the ownership 
of every plot. In a word, we want a new edition of the 
Doomsday Book, on which the Conqueror's feudal edifice 
rested. That system was logical enough while it implied 
the performance of co-related duties by the feudal tenants-
in-chief. In this country, however, privilege and land 
monopolisation have long outlived the conception of 
obligations towards the community which justified their 
existence. We are groaning under the very evils which 
brought about the French Revolution. 

If anything could arouse the dormant national conscience 
it would be the divulgation of the myriad anomalies and 
injustices of our landed system. One is reminded of Bishop 
Butler's famous simile. H e compared human society to a 
flock of pigeons surrounding vast heaps of grain, and looking 
on patiently while half a dozen of their fellows devoured, 
wasted, and defiled the common hoard. Any starving out-
sider who ventured to pick a single grain was ruthlessly 
done to death by the whole body. 

It is a fact, demonstrated by Mr. Arthur Dolling in the 
Strand Magazine for June, that five square miles of the 
most thickly peopled portion of London are in the hands 
of nine families, who batten on the brains and sinews of 
landless millions, without contributing the hundredth part 
of their ill-gotten gains to the cost of administration. These 
monopolists are permitted by law and custom to squander 
their princely revenues on every species of self-indulgence, 
and to increase their overgrown estates ad libitum. Lord 
Howard de Walden owns 290 acres of bricks and 
mortar, including recent acquisitions near the Edgeware 
Road. The Duke of Bedford, not content with 120 acres 
in Bloomsbury, has just made " important purchases from 
the Crown, of which Parliament and the public seem to 
have been kept in ignorance." 

Another result of a cadastral survey would be the intro 
duction into England of compulsory land registration. We 
established a mechanism of the kind in India about forty 
years ago, and, as a former ex-officio Registrar there, I can 
testify to its admirable working. Scotland, too, has enjoyed 
land registration for centuries, which, to quote an article in 
Chambers' Edinburgh Journal, 

" Makes every person aware, for a trifle, not only of the 
precise title of every proprietorship of real estate in the 
country, but of the amount of money borrowed upon 
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every piece of land, so that a proposing purchaser, or 
a proposing money-lender, is in perfect safety, and acts 
with the greatest facility. It has often been proposed 
to introduce this highly useful institution into England; 
but had it been some custom of the Hindoos or ancient 
Mexicans, utterly alien to European ideas, it could not 
have been treated with more dread and suspicion than 
it has been in the Houses of Parliament. . . . England 
is walled against it as is the Celestial Empire." 

Feudalism is, indeed, essentially secretive, selfish, anti-
social. We must expect stubborn opposition from our 
land grabbers, who will misuse their legislative powers even 
as their forbears did during the railway mania of 1846 7. 
But influence that has been exerted for selfish ends is 
slipping from their grasp. I hope and believe that the 
British fetish of Property will be overthrown without the 
deluge of blood and tears which attended its destruction 
across the Channel.—I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

F R A N C I S H . S K R I N E . 
147 VICTORIA STREET, S . W . , 28 th A u g . 

A S O T H E R S S E E U S . 

70 the Editor of " Land Values." 
I am home again after having spent six weeks in Britain. 

It is not easy for me to focus my feelings and impressions 
of this comparatively short period. 

Seven years ago I spent a month in London. As every-
body knows, politics have changed very much since. Hardly 
anything would strike a foreigner more than the difference 
in public opinion between the times of the Boer War and 
the times now of the Transvaal Constitution. 

Seven years ago everyone who doubted the righteousness 
of private property in land was regarded as an anarchist or 
at least a crank ; to-day there is hardly a question more dis-
cussed in Britain than the land question. 

Seven years ago unemployed workmen occupying the 
unemployed land in Plaistow (is it possible to find anything 
more natural) would have been considered as robber*, now 
they found a large amount of sympathy in the greatest news-
papers. Mr. Tom L. Johnson of Cleveland figured then in 
the British press as one of the very many cranks America 
had. Now they regard him as a courageous man doing, 
though in a somewhat unusual way—but still doing the right 
thing. I heard several times speakers mentioning the land 
question, but not one of them was in favour of landlordism 
A speaker in Hyde Park, on the platform of the National 
Democratic League, said—" If the House of Lords refuses 
to pass the Education Bill, let us tax land values five shillings 
in the pound ; if it still refuses let us increase the tax to ten 
shillings in the pound, and if it should still be against the 
Bill let the tax be twenty shillings in the pound. I never 
heard such arguments at open-air meetings seven years ago, 
and all the people cheered these sentiments. It is still cer-
tainly very profitable, more profitable than ever to be a land-
lord in Britain, but landlordism never was more unpopular. 

Of course one cannot say that the majority of the public 
are single taxers, for this demands not only that they should 
see the question of the right and wrong of landlordism but 
also possess a certain mental capacity to understand what 
the rent of land means. And not everyone—even if he is 
a Professor of Political Economy—possesses this mental 
capacity. 

Though one may find even to-day true of the single tax 
what Dupont de Nemours said in 1766 of the Physiocrat 
Principles, that " They are so clear and simple to everybody 
who will but think, that they are easily understood by people 
with clear heads who are not biased by private interests." 

Public opinion is more and more against landlordism, and 
more and more in favour of the taxation of land values. All 
this shows how deep an impression Henry George's teaching 
has made. This progress must also be due to the excellent 
educational works of the Leagues both in England and 

Scotland. A visit to Glasgow must have an encouraging 
effect upon every single taxer. From the Lord Provost to 
the poorest workman, I found everywhere single taxers, or, 
at least, sympathisers with the movement. 

It has a great significance lor us that Glasgow, which on 
the continent is not without reason called " the best 
governed city in the world " has the most vigorous single 
tax movement. R O B E R T B R A U N . 

LIPPA (HUNGARY), 30 th A u g u s t , 1906. 

O N U N E M P L O Y M E N T . 

B y W . R . L E S T E R , M . A . , 

In the " If udders field Examiner" 28th fuly. 

The whole labour problem hinges on the presence of 
an unemployed class needing to find a livelihood, and 
who are, therefore, always underbidding their more for-
tunate brethren. The vital question for us is: Shall we, 
by solving the land question on single-tax lines, also solve 
the unemployed problem ? Will every man then who wants 
work be able to find it, and, if he can, will his wage equal 
the product of his labour? We believe that "Yes" is the 
answer. We have seen that, with a sufficient tax on land 
values all land would be forced to its most productive 
use, be it for agriculture, railways, docks, market-gardens, 
factories, offices, or dwellings. Who will assert that man's 
desire for these things or their products is yet satisfied? 

Like all other working tools, there 
are many grades of Fountain Pens, 
Good-only fair-bad. It is money 
thrown away to buy the bad 
and only fair. The Best is only 
good enough. T o experiment 
with cheap or unknown 
pens is extravagance. 
Better spend half - a 
guinea on a . . . 

"SWAN" 
and have complete 
satisfaction, than , W / Prices:~ 
half-a'crown on J f 0 10/6, 16/6, 

iuL ** 
you don't know /§§ J1 25/- u p w a r d s . 
w h a t . . . . M M 0 Of all Stationers, 

Jewellers, &c. 
T . J . MACNAMARA, E s q . , M . P . 

(EtiUor" TfieSchooLmaster' ),»ays— 
" I would as soon think of 

leaving my keys at homo as my 
, Fountain Pen. It is as essential 

a part of my outfit as my boots, 
behaves much better than they do, and 

stands a lot more wear and tear. 
Every man who lives by his pen should 

J r wear It near his heart, and then his 
goose will indeed be a 'Swan. ' " 

Write f o r C a t a l o g u e of " S W A N S " a s 
suppl ied to H.M. S ta t ionery Office, Lon-

don 8chool Board , Municipal C o r p o r a -
t ions, P i t m a n ' s Metropol i tan School , e tc . 

Mabie, Todd & Bard, 
^ 79 & 8 0 HICH H0LB0RN, LONDON, W.C. 

B R A N C H E S — 

93, Cheaps ide , E.C., 95a , Regent 8 t r a e t , W., 
L o n d o n ; 3, E x c h a n g e S t r ee t , M a n c h e s t e r ; 
a n d a t Paris , Brussels , New York, & Chicago . 
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But, if not, and there were nothing to hinder him working 
to satisfy his desires, does it not follow that there could 
not possibly be any scarcity of work ? To take a concrete 
case, here is a labourer whose wage is the common one of 
18/- a week. Why can he not get, say, 30/-? Simply 
because there are many other good men ready to take on 
the job at 18/- if he throws it up. But 18/- is a mere 
fraction of what labourers contribute to production. Why, 
then, are many men ready to do the work at 18/-? Because 
many are at present unemployed, and rather than remain 
unemployed they will work for an employer at 18/-. Why 
cannot they work for themselves, either singly or in associa-
tion with others ? Because they have first to come to terms 
with someone who owns the natural opportunities of employ-
ment. Let these men try to acquire allotments, for instance, 
and they will find almost everywhere that they are either 
outrageously rack-rented or that they are not wanted as 
allotment holders on any terms whatever. If they cannot 
employ themselves, why do not others want their services? 
Because trade and industry are everywhere obstructed and 
work rendered scarce by monopoly. 

There is no lack of capital ready at any time to embark 
on production and employ labour if only it can see a fair 
chance of return, but the terms asked by many owners of 
land are such as to make this chance slight. Often quite 
prohibitive terms are demanded because sites are held in 
expectation of a rise in value. In this way trade is hampered, 
the demand for labour is correspondingly hampered, and 
work becomes scarce. There is thus no demand for the 
services of legions of willing workers who are driven back to 
compete with our labourer for the miserable wage of 18/-. 

The cure is not to be found in attacking employers or 
their capital. Labour is only at the mercy of capital when 
the worker is divorced from the land, i.e., when he is driven 
to beseech the capitalist for work through having no oppor-
tunity to employ himself. What is happening in Natal and 
South Africa generally at this moment ? Why, an attempt 
is being made to dispossess Zulu tribes of their lands, in 
order to drive them into the labour market, where they 
would be at the mercy of capital. The shrewd magnates 
there well know that so long as the Zulu can freely work 
for himself on his own land, all their millions of capital 
have no power to coerce him to work for them. No, the 
cure is to destroy that power which in hampering trade 
restricts the demand for labour, and makes it impossible 
for a man lo employ himself. This the single tax would 
surely do by making land easily available to anyone who might 
want to use it, and by the immense stimulus it would give 
to trade. If the demand for labour were always greater 
than the supply—as in the absence of monopoly it would 
be—wages would steadily rise to the value of the labourer's 
product, and no man who desired work could by any possi-
bility find difficulty in getting it. 

As an illustration of how things work now, we could tell 
of Northern mining districts where mineral fields remain 
unworked because, though many are willing to develop 
them (and mineral fields cannot be developed without 
employing labour), the royalties asked are practically pro-
hibitive. So national resources such as coalfields are un-
wotked, though both labour and capital are waiting to work 
them, and many need coal. Result No. 1, unemployed 
capital and unemployed miners who keep down the wages 
of others; result No. 2, corresponding slackness of other 
trades, because miners who are earning no wage cannot 
buy the things they and their families ought to have. The 
remedy here is obvious, viz., to make it obligatory on owners 
of coalfields to develop them or allow others to do so, and 
a sound tax on the value of the fields would accomplish 
this, with the result that unemployed miners then finding 
employment would buy clothes, food, and furniture, thus 
in their turn giving employment to other trades. The 
previously unemployed workers in these other trades would 
complete the circle of exchange by buying the extra coal 
produced by the miners. To leave the particular for the 

general, it is clear that this stimulus has only to operate 
all round, and the demand for labour would infinitely grow 
over the whole field of industry, so removing the primary 
cause of unemployment, overcrowding, and sweated labour. 
When this was accomplished it would surely be time enough 
to see whether any call remained for the hundred and one 
secondary reforms so many now demand. If we might 
venture an appeal to progressives of all shades, the appeal 
would take this form:—Concentrate on the reform that goes 
to the root. Overthrow land monopoly through taxation. 
When monopoly is gone we shall at least have established 
a sound foundation on which society may build to heights 
now undreamed of. 

BRITISH ASSOCIATION AND 
THE PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT. 

IT is no t too bold to asser t t h a t no d e p a r t m e n t of t he 
Bri t ish Associa t ion possesses such grea t capabi l i t ies 
of serving h u m a n i t y as t he section which devotes itself 
t o economic science. A t the mee t ings of t he Associ -
ation, held in Y o r k in Augus t , a m o r n i n g was devoted 
to the discussion of t he u n e m p l o y e d prob lem, bu t 
t he morn ing ' s ach ievement s were not such as were 
ca lcula ted to inspire hope in the social re former . 
O n e speaker declared " t h e r e was no th ing to lead 
anyone to suppose t h a t they could ever d i spense wi th 
u n e m p l o y m e n t , " and added t h a t t he re could be no 
p e r m a n e n t alleviation of the evil e x c e p t in some sys tem 
of insurance in t imes of prosper i ty whereby w o r k m e n 
would be able to subsidise themselves in t imes of 
distress. A n o t h e r speake r con t ended tha t t he causes 
of u n e m p l o y m e n t were so numerous and so elusive 
t h a t they could not be t raced and def in i te ly s ta ted . 
Several a t t r ibu ted the evil to t he " imper fec t o rganisa-
t ion of t he labour marke t , " and a long pape r was read 
on labour exchanges , a rgu ing t h a t ins t i tu t ions of this 
charac te r would con t r ibu te t o the solution of t he pro-
blem by enabl ing the labourer t o " m a r k e t " his labour 
more easily. T h e essayist , however, v i r tual ly a d m i t t e d 
t h a t t hey were inadequa te to mee t t h e whole needs. 
Such, with a couple of express ions of belief in S t a t e 
Social ism, was the ne t result of t he si t t ing. 

T o say t h e least it is d i sappoin t ing , and one can 
ha rd ly resist t he conclusion t h a t t h e economic scien-
tists, in their survey of t he problem, a re chained to a 
false s t andpo in t . W h e n we are told the re is n o t h i n g 
to lead us t o suppose t h a t we can ever d ispense wi th 
u n e m p l o y m e n t what can we s a y ? Is this t r u e ? If 
so, life is a h ideous n ightmare , and t h e Grea t Crea to r 
has p lanned the LTniverse d ismal ly amiss. 

O u r fr iend, t he economic scientist , cannot possibly 
have realised t h e significance of his assert ion. H e 
canno t have unders tood how hopeless is his philo-
sophy ; how comple te ly out of h a r m o n y it is wi th the 
concept ion of a well-ordered Universe . 

Le t us s ta te t he t e rms of the problem as s imply and 
clearly as possible. L e t us see if t he grea t cause of 
u n e m p l o y m e n t is too elusive to be easily apprehended . 
L e t us see if a radical cure of this social disease is n o t 
possible. 

Man is a be ing with physical needs. " Man ' s needs," 
said Pope L e o X I I I . , in his Encyclical Letter on the 
Condition of Labour, " d o not die out , bu t r e c u r ; 
satisfied to-day, they d e m a n d new suppl ies to-morrow. 
Na ture , therefore , owes to man a s tore-house t h a t 
shall never fail. . . . A n d this he finds only in the 
inexhaus t ib le fert i l i ty of the earth." B u t it is a na tu ra l 
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law that no man can avail himself of the fertility of 
the earth except by the exertion of labour. If man 
will pay the price of his labour, the earth—or, to use 
the term of the political economist, the land—will 
yield him all he needs. 

The land is man's only source of supply. If all men 
have an equal right to live, it follows that they have 
an equal right of access to the only source from which 
they can supply their needs. It is therefore a natural 
right or a moral law that men should have free and 
equal access to the land. 

The question arises: Does our social system 
acknowledge this right? The answer is clear and 
certain. It does not. Society has allowed land to 
become private property, and custom has established 
a great injustice. For if land is allowed to be privately 
held all men have not an equal right of access thereto. 
This is exactly the position of the workers to-day. A 
very small proportion of the population of this country 
own the land. Labour and capital can only obtain 
access thereto by paying the terms of the landowner. 
If the terms of the landowner are not conceded, he 
can, and does, withhold his land from productive use. 
Mankind is thereby shut out from its birthright, and 
is prevented from utilising the opportunities of em-
ployment which nature has provided. Under such 
circumstances the bulk of men are compelled to com-
pete against one another in hiring their labour to the 
landlords or to those who can concede the landlords' 
terms, and this competition tends to reduce wages to 
a minimum. If men had free access to land, com-
petition for employment would cease, and wages 
would increase accordingly. 

When the demands of the landlords become high, 
through the speculative rises of the value of land, the 
flow of labour and capital to the land is checked, and 
industry at once becomes disorganised. That is the 
point at which industrial depression manifests itself, 
and unemployment becomes acute. 

Despite the economic scientist, then, unemployment 
does not appear to be of the natural order of things, 
nor does it seem irremediable. Clearly the remedy 
must be to restore the natural order of things and 
give men free access to land again. How is that to 
be achieved? In this way. Land, owing to social 
needs, acquires an obligatory value. In other words, 
the demand for land which arises owing to the needs 
of the people and the development of industry gives 
to it a value which men are obliged to pay to the 
owners before they are permitted to put it to pro-
ductive use. This value, which the political economist 
calls rent, must be absorbed for the benefit of the 
community by means of taxation. This would ensure 
all men participating equally in the benefits derivable 
from the ownership of land. It would also deprive 
landowners of the power of withholding land from 
productive use, because it would no bnger be possible 
to lock up valuable land if its value had to be handed 
over to the community in the shape of taxes. 

This proposal does not in any way mean the con-
fiscation of what is rightfully private property. The 
value that would be taxed is not the value that 
attaches to land on account of any improvement that 
labour might effect upon it, but merely that economic 
value which arises because of the presence, the 
industry, and the demands of the community. 

The great cause of unemployment is the private 
ownership of land, and the remedy is the taxation of 
land values. F . APPLEBY. 

S A N F R A N C I S C O L A N D V A L U E S . 

AFTER T H E EARTHQUAKE. 

R E N T RAISERS DENOUNCED. 

(Appearing in the "San Francisco Chronicle," May 3rd). 

The manner in which rentals and leases of property 
along Fillmore and other streets in the neighbourhood have 
been forced skyward by speculators, was the subject of con-
siderable discussion and denunciation at the meeting of the 
General Relief Committee yesterday morning. Chairman 
Wittman of the Committee on the restoration of retail trade 
brought the matter to the attention of the Committe by de-
claring that the resumption of trade was being seriously 
retarded by the exorbitant raise in rentals, and that some-
thing ought to be done to prevent it. 

" T h e speculative tendency of those who have property on 
Fillmore Street is driving tradesmen out of business, and 
out of the city," declared Wittman. " A t the same time the 
wholesalers are raising the prices of their goods, taking ad-
vantage of the shortage in the market. The manner in 
which rentals and leases have been boosted skyward is with-
out all reason, and something should be done to curb the 
mercenary tendencies of property owners." 

P. H. M'Carthy of the Building Trades Council said he 
called attention to a case where a room that had rented for 
$14 a month a short time ago was now held at $75 a month. 
The men who were boosting these values were expressing 
the hope not many days ago that there would be no raise in 
the labour market, and were even suggesting that the wage 
scale of mechanics be lowered. 

Attorney Reinstein said he had been acting with Witt-
man's Committee, and endorsed Wittman's statement. It 
had come to his knowledge that prices had been boosted to 
five and six times their normal value. 

Mr. Speck, speaking for the real estate men, said his 
fraternity was doing everything possible to keep values down 
to a sensible figure, and that they are not handling any real 
estate transactions for the present. Speck declared that 
some of the city's representative merchants were, in a large 
measure, responsible for the condition that exists. They 
have leased large holdings, he declared, and were speculat-
ing in them. 

" You can't regulate this thing," declared A. Ruef. " It 
is a question of supply and demand on Fillmore Street. I 
know a man who got $20,000 for his lease on Fillmore 
Street yesterday." 

The Mayor Suggests a Remedy. 
At the meeting of the Committee the following morning 

Mayor Schmitz said :— 
" I t was also his intention to suggest to the 

Assessor that the manner in which rentals 
and leases had been forced skyward in certain 
sections of the unburned distr ict be carefully 
considered in the preparat ion of the next 
assessment roll. He said that where rentals 
and leases had been forced up to three times 
their renta l value, the assessed valuation 
should be raised in the same ratio. The sug-
gestion was greeted w i th applause." 

An I l lustrat ion. 
The Public, Chicago, gives the following example of the 

boom :—The local syndicate which owned the Lick House 
has been offered §750,000 more for the site than they paid 
for the site and building together two years ago. 

NOTICE.—The President of the Scottish League will 
lecture in the Rooms, 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow, on Wed-
nesday evening, 17th October, and on the following Wednes-
day, 24th, Mr. John Cassels will commence a series of 
lectures on Political Economy. New students specially 
invited. 
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THE VILLAGE COMMON AND HOW IT WAS LOST. 

In these days, when rural depopulation is so marked, and 
when a certain statesman has made " freer access to lands " 
a plank in his political platform, it may be of some interest 
to advert to a time when communities had large territorial 
sway which has, through what may be called the exigencies 
of modern life, been almost wholly abandoned or lost. 
Wherever the earliest settlers congregated, they occupied the 
adjacent lands and held the same for centuries, by some-
thing like prescriptive right. In some cases, they or their 
descendants owned fealty to a superior, and either paid 
nominal dues, or were bound to render military service in 
time of war. But such tenure was, by no means, universal. 
Lands were frequently held, by immemorial use and wont, 
as inalienably as any conveyance in the present day may 
infeft the owner with every legal proprietary right and 
privilege. It is not too much to say that a Common, 
properly so-called, was without an overlord. It, no doubt, 
belonged to individuals in the sense that they had claim to 
profit, but the Community as a body owned the land. 

By the 38th Act of the 5th Session of Parliament during 
the reign of William I I I . it is statuted and ordained that 
commonties may be divided at the instance of any having 
interest, by summons raised against all persons concerned, 
before the Lords of Council and Session, who are empowered 
to determine upon the rights and interests of all persons 
interested, and to value and decide the said commonties 
according to the valuation of the respective lands or profits 
of the heritors having interest therein. 

As a rule, this breaking up of the lands was urged by the 
larger proprietors, and general discontent prevailed among 
the smaller heritors, who alleged that the industrious poor 
would be ruined, and probably "exterminated." Although 
servitude of turf, feal, and divot was set apart by legal allot-
ment, complaint was made that such was inadequate and 
inconvenient. It amounted to this, that the land was 
passing out of the hands of the common people. The Act 
led indirectly to accumulation of property. It was the 
precursor of large holdings and " led farms," with all their 
depopulating tendencies. It may be needless to lament 
that the former times were better than these, but it remains 
that large tracts of land, once the property of thriving village 
communities, are now dispersed. In the beginning of last 
century the children of the village school might be seen 
perambulating, once a year, the boundaries of the commonty; 
but the landmarks have been removed, and the generations 
that follow are landless.—From a specially contributed 
article by A. T. G. in the Glasgow Evening Times, 3rd July, 

H E N R Y G E O R G E , J U N . ' S , N E W B O O K . 

In a notice of " T h e Menace of Privilege," by Henry 
George, Jun. (Macmillan, 6/6 nett.), the Daily Chronicle, 
20th August, says :— 

His book is a presentation on new lines of his father's 
well-known doctrine. Although it is not many years since 
Henry George died, the trend of industrial events in the 
United States has been so rapid that the conditions have 
vastly changed. Wealth has become more concentrated, 
privilege more powerful. The protective tariff has been 
increased, and the working people are less well off. 

A New World. 
Mr. George, Jun., therefore had a different task before 

him from that presented to the author of "Progress and 
Poverty." He shows how far the conditions in America 
to-day depart from the view of the fathers of the Republic. 
All the present evils which menace the Commonwealth, he 
argues, arise from privilege—the privilege of private property 
in land, of monopolies in railways and other industries, and 
the demoralising elements which arise from them. He 
describes types of " the princes of privilege," the corrupting 
influence which they exercise, and the debasement of the 
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mass of the people, physically and morally, which this con-
dition of things brings about. He holds the same conditions 
responsible for the fierce industrial conflict, for keeping the 
press in bondage, and the university and pulpit the willing 
slaves of the trusts. . 

Mr. George states his indictment ably and forcibly. H e 
has marshalled an amazing array of facts with great skill, 
and follows them up with telling arguments. H e reminds 
us that in the wealthiest country in the world there are ten 
million people always living in poverty, ill-clothed and 
underfed. Crime is increasing, the condition of the cities 
is indescribably bad, the Bench and the Government are 
corrupt. "While," he says, "social environments are evolv-
ing some into obsequious lackeys, they are driving others to 
suicide, to insanity, and to all manner of crimes." Privilege 
has forced the labourers in self-defence to organise into 
unions, and " then has abnormally developed the injunction 
principle for a weapon against those unions." 

Ancient and Modern. 
Our author draws parallels between the conditions of 

America to-day and those of ancient civilisations which came 
to ruin. He attacks high Protection mercilessly :— 

Every consideration for the public weal requires that 
the tariff should be repealed from beginning to end. The 
men who are looked upon as the fathers of the protective 
idea in the Republic never dreamt of the monster that 
is sprung from the loins of their policy. 

UNEMPLOYED MEN FOR UNEMPLOYED LAND. 

The daily papers of July 9th reported a new development 
on the unemployed question at Hulme, Manchester, where 
a body of men have seized a section of church lands, erected 
a tent on it, and declared their intention to begin the simple 
life. 

It is probable, however, that the church people who own 
the ground will object, and the rector has already given 
notice to that effect. 

Commenting on the action the Tribune says :— 
The Manchester unemployed have hardly taken the 

most tactful method of overcoming the prejudices of 
the British public, and yet it would be a mere affectation 
to ignore the element of sound sense which lies behind 
their too practical methods of agitation. They have 
seized a piece of waste land in the outskirts, which 
happens to belong, not to a private speculator, but to 
the Dean and Chapter of Manchester, and behind their 
entrenchments they declare their intention of tilling it. 
The land is useless to its owners, a mere opportunity 
waiting to be utilized. It lies "ripening," no doubt, 
against the time when a pressing land hunger will make 
it a valuable building site. "Unemployed land for 
unemployed labourers" is a cry which has only too 
much logic in it. The men are doing no damage to 
the Church's property; they are proving their desire 
to work, and certainly they are making an arresting 
protest against a system which permits the private 
owner to withhold a prime necessity from the com-
munity and to trade upon its artificially enhanced value. 
Whether the men are capable of making a good use of 
the land is a further question, which we would gladly 
see put to the test of experiment. The taxation of 
unoccupied sites at their real urban value is the only 
reform which will remove the anomaly against which 
the unemployed are protesting. 

We confess to a feeling of disappointment that our leading 
Liberal paper, the Tribune, should at this time of day suggest 
the radical remedy in this timid and ambiguous manner— 
" the taxation of unoccupied sites at their real urban value." 
What is an unoccupied site? and why can't the Tribune come 
abreast of the Liberal party on the question and join in 
demanding in plain straight terms—the taxation of land 
upon its value, whether used, partially used, or held idle. 
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T h e Premier of New South Wales (Mr. Carruthers), 
at tended the meeting of the New South Wales Single Tax 
League, held to commemorate the birthday of Henry George 
at Sydney, 4/9/06, and delivered an encouraging address, 
which we hope to publish in our December issue. 

# » * 

" England's great Single Tax paper Land Values," is how 
the Fairhope Courier puts it. T h e sub-editor thinks we 
may have a batch of new subscribers soon from the pioneers 
because of this commendation ! 

* * * 

T h e Fairhope Courier is the official organ of the Fairhope 
Single Tax Colony, and tells pleasantly once a week of its 
doings and aspirations. Like most other similar efforts, the 
colony has had to come through the rough waters of criticism. 
At the moment there is plain sailing, but in the roughest 
weather the Courier maintained an even keel, and steered a 
course that must have won the admiration of friend and foe 
alike. Full particulars of the colony can be obtained from 
Ernest B. GastoD, Fairhope, Baldwin Co., Alabama, U S.A. 

* * * 

T h e Fairhope Courier of September 28th contains news 
of a storm that has laid the town waste; homes were blown 
down and the pier swept away. It makes sad reading the 
fuller account in the issue of the paper of October 5th, which 
contained an appeal for assistance. Volunteers, however, soon 
got to work and the erection of houses proceeded without 
delay. " O n e seeing the condition in which houses were left," 
says the Courier,"thrown from theirfoundations and all askew, 
would think it well nigh impossible to get them back in 
shape, but with block and tackle, jack screws, and many 
strong arms, they have one by one been put back in position 
and straightened up, until in a little while, one would not 
know that they had ever suffered wreck in the storm." An 
entirely new wharf is to be built. T h e Colony is to be 
heartily congratulated on the fine spirit shown by its mem-
bers throughout these days of trial. In reading the Courier 
of October 12th one would never guess that Fairhope had 
passed through such adversity. T h e paper contains most 
interesting accounts of activities in every direction. 

• * * 

Mr. Richard M'Ghee has been speaking in Yorkshire, 
and thus the Bingley Chronicle, 12/10/06 : — " T h e members 
of the English League for the Taxation of Land Values are 
models of consistency. Year in and year out they preach 
the same crusade, never slackening their zeal or waning in 
their interest. Now, after they have been like voices crying 
in the wilderness, there appears to be a move made in the 
direction of their ideals. The case of this body was very 
fairly and concisely put at the meeting held at Keighley the 
other night by Mr. Richard M'Ghee, who has fought hard 
for the cause. No one will deny that the present land laws 
are unjust, and that the system wants drastically reforming, 
but the difficulty is how can the problem best be solved ? 
One method, which is favoured by the Socialist, is to declare 
that on a given date all land shall be taken over by the State 

without payment, to be let and managed by the State. The 
confusion caused by such a proceeding can better be 
imagined than described. Another remedy is to buy out 
the present landlords, but that again would be purchasing 
what is really the moral property of the public. Land 
nationalisation would mean State management, with its 
accompanying officialism. Another method is the taxing of 
land values with the view to ultimately establishing the single 
tax. That is the position taken up by the land taxers, and 
it is not an unreasonable one. T h e taxing of the land would 
undoubtedly replenish the exchequer, and this in turn would 
relieve other taxation. T h e task of educating public opinion 
on these questions is a difficult one, but the members of the 
league are cheerful workers, and deserve success." 

• * » 

The right hon. D. Lloyd-George, President of the Board 
of Trade, speaking at Penrhyn, Deudraeth, Merioneth, 
25/9/06, on the causes of poverty, declared that " most of 
the landlords of Wales extort annually as much for the mere 
license to till the land as the man who actually does the 
work extracts from his labour and thought upon it the whole 
year round ; even then, from year to year he lives at the 
caprice of the landlord's will." 

# # # 

We are certainly coming along the road to ruin—the ruin 
of the monopoliser—when a member of the Cahinet so 
generously exposes the daylight robbery of landlordism. 
But exposure is not enough ; we want rather to hear from 
Mr. George and other members of the Government when 
they are going to tax land values, and so put the worker on 
the way to industrial and economic independence. 

# * * 

At a National Convention of Welsh Liberals at Cardiff, 
11/10/06, convened by the Welsh National Liberal Council, 
about 700 delegates attending, the following resolution, the 
first on the agenda, was unanimously carried, "urging the 
Government to adopt the Land Bill now before Parliament 
as a Government measure, and affirming that no substantial 
social or industrial progress is possible without a radical 
reform of our land system." Mr. Richard Jones, who was 
a member of the Welsh Land Commission, seconded the 
resolution, and spoke of the hardships endured through high 
rents, insecurity of tenure, and inadequate compensation for 
improvements. Mr. W. Brace, a Labour M.P., and Mr. 
Ellis W. Davies, M.P., supported the resolution. In 
opening the proceedings, the Right Hon. D. Lloyd-George 
declared that " if the Liberal Party tackled the land laws 
and the brewers and peers as they had faced the parsons, 
and delivered the nation from the pernicious control ot this 
confederacy of monopolists, then the Independent Labour 
Party would call in vain upon the workmen of Britain to 
desert a party that was gallantly fighting to rid the land of 
the oppressions and wrongs that had been torturing and 
crushing labour for generations." 

* » » 

T h e Glasgow Socialists brought out a weekly paper named 
Forward last month, and we are sorry to have to say that 
on the question of taxing land values it might have been 
named " No-Further-Forward." It gives space in this first 
issue to an article entitled " A n Exposure of Henry 
Georgism," but all it does expose is the crass ignorance of 
the writer on the subject. We have many good friends in 
the Socialist movement, several of whom may have put 
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money into this new venture, and we can only point out to 
these friends this latest proof of the contention that the 
Socialists are still ready to co-operate with the Liberty and 
Property Defence League and with our landlord opponents 
of the Anti-Taxation of Land Values League, in open 
hostility to the " Fallacies of Henry George 1" * • * 

The writer of the article quotes a letter addressed to a 
Glasgow Socialist by Mr. Henry, the Assessor of the City of 
Glasgow, written over four years ago in reference to the value 
of the land of the City. From this reply of Mr. Henry, 
which vaguely conjectures the value in the absence of 
practical data, at some 40 per cent, of the combined value 
of land and buildings, the writer somehow concludes the 
annual value to be not £2 ,000 ,000 but £ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 , the 
figures of the property agents who are giving evidence against 
the Bill for the Taxation of Land Values before the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons. 

* * # 

But unfortunately for this ancient story-teller in the 
Forward, Mr. Henry in his recent examination by the 
Committee made out the annual value of the land of 
Glasgow, apart from buildings, to be over £ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 a 
year, the figure quoted by the late Bailie John Ferguson. 
And what is more to the point (in the absence still of 
"practical da t a " for Glasgow, or the United Kingdom), in 
the City of New York where the two values have been 
separated the value of the land turns out to be some 60 per 
cent, of the total value of land and buildings. 

* * * 

Applying this "practical d a t a " to the case of Glasgow, 
where the total annual value of land and buildings amounts 
to £5 ,750 ,000 , the value of the land at 60 per cent, should 
be some £3 ,450 ,000 . But take it only at 50 per cent, the 
annual land value of Glasgow would be£2 ,875 ,ooo . T h e total 
taxation of Glasgow for all purposes amounts to £1 ,396 ,000 , 
which, worked out in terms of population, amount to 35s. 
per head. To sum up, the land values per head of the 
population work out at £ 3 10s., and the taxation at £ 1 15s., 
making the total burden of land values and taxation borne 
by each family of five to be £ 2 6 5s. per annum. 

* * * 

But the Rip Van Winkles responsible for this "exposure" 
we would fain believe represent only the back-wash of the 
reactionary propaganda of by-gone Socialist days. Anyway, 
they are in their wider organisation coming to our standard, 
coming after weary years' searching for economic truth in 
every other possible or impossible direction. T h e Press 
Association has just announced that a labour manifesto, 
signed by Mr. J. Keir Hardie and other 29 Labour-Socialist 
M.P.'s, in connection with the Municipal Elections, favours 
the taxation of land values. 

T h e manifesto declares :—"Labour candidates urge the 
taxation of land values as a step towards a more equitable 
system of rating. The growth of population, the increased 
demand for land, and the expenditure of public money on 
improvements give added value to land sites, which, though 
created by the community, is promptly appropriated by the 
landowner. T h e ratepayers have to pay higher rents to the 
landlords and heavier rates to the municipality, while the 
landowner is enjoying unearned incomes from land values, 
to which he has contributed nothing. Local authorities 
should possess powers to rate this increase in value, and 
until municipalities make a more vigorous demand for 
parliamentary action it is unlikely that this much-needed 
reform will be achieved." 

* * # 

The manifesto goes on to state that " had Housing Acts 
been properly administered from the outset, there would 
not be a single slum or overcrowded tenement existing now, 
whereas, through municipal indifference, 2,667,506 people 
were living in overcrowded tenements. If these and similar 
evils were to be remedied, more Labour men must be elected 
to voice the claims of the workers to more room to live." 

* « # 

We venture to say that no existing housing Act could 
house these people under the existing system of land tenure 
and taxation, and the success of the movement for the taxa-
tion of land values and the untaxing of houses can be recorded 
by the fact that to-day thousands of declared Socialists have 
come to realise this truth. It has taken long years to wring 
even this half-hearted and halting confession—"taxation of 
land values in relief of local ra tes"—from the Socialist 
leaders. We hope to see the day when they will come to 
realise and acknowledge that these overcrowded millions 
might have been long ago taken into God's fresh air but for 
the careless indifference and the bitter opposition of the 
Socialists to the natural and only possible solution of the 
problem. 

# • • 

If these self elected caretakers of the oppressed had 
devoted even a tithe of the energy to the overthrow of land 
monopoly that they have spent in their abortive housing 
Acts the just and final settlement of the housing question 
would ere this have been an accomplished fact. Verily, it 
is not mere " labour m e n " that must be elected to our 
representative local boards, but men who understand 
the simple laws that govern the production and distribution 
of wealth, and who are prepared to demand that the legal 
and immoral claims to monopoly privileges that are seen to 
interfere with the natural and harmonious working of these 
laws shall be set aside. 

* * * 

There was a large attendance at the Penhale Road School, 
Fratton, on October 5th, to hear an address by Mr. J . H . 
M'Guigan, who is standing as a candidate for Kingston 
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Ward at the forthcoming Municipal election. Mr. J. VV. 
Perkins presided. " W h y am I a candidate?" was the sub-
ject of Mr. M'Guigan's address. " I a m i candidate because 
I want to take the whole burden of the rates from the 
taxpayer and place them on land, for that is the direction in 
in which social progress can be best made." Ports-
mouth was much behind the times on the question of the 
taxation of land values, he continued. All the great centres 
of population, including London, were banded together to 
press Parliament to confer on them powers to levy a special 
rate on land values. Portsmouth had been invited to join 
the movement, but had not done so. No one on the 
Council had taken the matter up. He was a candidate in 
order that he might try and induce the Council to do some-
thing in the matter. (Applause.) A vote of confidence 
in Mr. M'Guigan's candidature was carried. 

* » * 

T H E E V E R INCREASING V A L U E . — A n instance of how land 
has increased in value in Portsmouth was mentioned at a 
Municipal election meeting. Some years ago land near 
Fratton Bridge was sold for £ 4 0 an acre. Recently a local 
builder purchased it, including the value of the clay for 
brickmaking and the land for building purposes, at the rate 
of ,£3,000 an acre. 

* » * 

Meetings at which the taxation of land valueswas advocated 
were held at Warrington on Thursday and last evening, and 
at both addresses were delivered by Mr. Frederick Verinder, 
secretary of the English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values. Thursday's meeting was held at the Liberal Club, 
and those present highly enjoyed the proceedings. It would 
seem unlikely that such an apparently dry theme could be 
made really entertaining, but Mr. Verinder treated his 
subject in a masterful manner and extracted from it the 
maximum of humour with which to drive home hard facts. 
Throughout he kept his audience constantly highly amused 
by his quaint illustrations, while at the same time he gave 
plenty of food for reflection. Mr. Worrall presided. At the 
close of his remarks, Mr. Verinder remarked they were 
agitating their minds over the question of unemployment. 
They would never solve that question by committees and 
labour bureaus, but must get to the bottom of it, and when 
they arrived at the seat of the trouble they got down to the 
land. Unemployment was a question of land and labour, 
and so long as our land laws prevented a fusion of the two 
so long would we have unemployment. Mr. W. R. Lester 
was present and addressed the meeting -Examiner, 13/10/06. 

# • » 

The newspapers announced last month that the Marquis 
of Bute had offered to sell out his interest in the Cardiff 
Docks and Railway Company to the Cardiff Corporation. 
The property would embrace the whole of the docks, railways, 
and lands held by the Cardiff Railway Comdany, including 
Glamorgan and Aberdare canals. After a discussion the 
Corporation resolved " because of its present indebtedness 
not to take over an undertaking of such magnitude, it was 
decided that it would not be advisable at the present time 
for the Corporation to entertain the idea of purchase." A 
very wise decision in view of the fact that the " property " 
consists mainly of land values, the coming taxation of which 
will render it quite unsaleable at the price asked. The value 
of the improvements worth purchasing will appear when 
these are separated from the monopoly value of the land. 

* » * 

T H E AUSTRALIAN LABOUR PARTY AND L A N D V A L U E 
TAXATION.—In response to a question as to the Labour 
Party's views on the land taxation question, Mr. Watson 
observed :—" We are quite prepared to take the tax without 
exemption, but when the proposal was brought forward, 
since we could not get all we desired, we accepted what was 
offered. But the limitation of a penny in the pound is 
ineffective. It was hoped that the large estates would be 

brought into more profitable use as the result of the taxation, 
but the hope has not been realised. That is why the 
Labour Party has now decided to go for progressive taxation, 
which on the large estates will mean a much greater sum 
than any that has been so far demanded. The idea is to 
make the tax so heavy on the large estates as to compel the 
owners to dispose of the land to farmers and others desirous 
of using it. One of the main reasons actuating the adoption 
of a progressive land tax for all Australia is to dispose the 
holders of large estates to throw them open for the benefit 
of settlers. We recognise the desirability of immigration 
from the standpoint of defence as well as for other reasons, 
and as a preliminary it is essential that the land should be 
made available."—Harold Rylett in The Tribune, 18/10/06. * * • 

At a recent meeting in Moy, Ireland, 19/9/06, Mr. G. M. 
Kettle, M.P., in the course of an address on the meaning of 
Democracy, said :—" As to the land, Democracy declares 
that it must come, and come at once, into the undivided 
possession of the men who till it. (Hear, hear.) That I 
need not labour. But a true democratic programme de-
mands more than that. If you are to check emigration you 
must discriminate in your taxation, or preferably your rating 
between land that is properly used and land that is allowed, 
through mere laziness, to run into grass. (Hear, hear.) 
Until such a measure of rating of land values is put into 
operation how can you hope to fill Ireland again with a 
thorough and prosperous population?" 

» * » 

And this after the " settlement" of the Irish land question, 
by purchase, and establishing a system of occupying owner-
ship. Passing on to a consideration of the labour question, 
Mr. Kettle continued:—" I give you a little piece of crude 
fact to show you the conditions under which some of our 
countrymen are compelled to exist. 'Any attempt,' says the 
report of a Local Government Board inspector, ' to describe 
the wretchedness of the so-called house occupied by Michael 
Carmody and his family would be futile; and I found 
Thomas Donovan's family in Torbet occupying as a sleeping 
apartment a boarded room, which covered a kind of cesspool, 
one or two of the boards being removable to allow a bucket 
to be passed through for the baling out of the water.' 
Municipal enterprise must be extended over every possible 
field, and after the liberation of the town tenants we must 
pass on to a radical system of taxation of ground values." * * * 

Mr. Kettle appears to have arrived at the right conclusion, 
but how the towns are to be liberated before we have the 
taxation of land values to open up the land, with the 
corresponding untaxing of houses, is quite an economic 
conundrum. But the condition of Mr. Kettle's mind on 
the question probably accounts for his inverted statement 
of the case. He went on to declare that " a progressive 
income-tax, increased death duties, and other measures of 
that nature are absolutely indispensable." 

« • » 

In the course of his speech in the City Hall, Glasgow, 
last month, Mr. Winston Churchill, M.P., Under Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, remarked—" There is a pretty 
steady determination, which I am convinced will become 
effective in the present Parliament, to intercept all future 
unearned increment which may arise from the increase in 
the speculative value of the land." 

• • • 

Rightly interpreted, this should mean 20/ in the JT. 
There is no past unearned increment we can take, only the 
future. The land values to be taken this year by the 
landowners will be the result of this year's effort by the 
community, and so in the future. The value of the land is 
produced week by week and year by year. The more ex-
treme men, so-called, on the question, profess to be content 
with the separate valuation and a beginning of 1/ to 4/ in 
the But then, of course, they know the question and 
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the difficulties to be overcome in politics, and this makes 
them more cautious in their declarations. But, perhaps 
Mr. Churchill meant something else. If so, we can hope 
he will come to agree that a smaller beginning on right 
lines will be more acceptable than any ill-digested attempt 
at a 20/ tax on the future increase in value from any 
given date. 

# * # 

As O T H E R S S E E Us .—The coming revolution under the 
facile title of " T h e Fruits of Land Monopoly," by Leo 
Tolstoy, is an article worth the perusal of every Britisher, 
and appeared in the September issue of Latid Values. This 
paper is largely an elaboration of the works of that great 
author, Henry George, and the principles underlying, as 
taught by him in so able and educative a style. Our readers 
would do well to stock Land Values more freely, as the 
questions having reference to land and land taxation are now 
popular in every county in England.—National Newsagent, 
London (October). 
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An interesting open Conference was held in the Victoria 
Hall, York, 18/10/06, under the auspices of the Yorkshire 
Liberal Federation, Mr. J. H . Whitley (chairman of the 
Federation) presided. The subject of the first session held 
in the afternoon was, " T h e Land Question and its Beatings 
on the Social Condition of the People." 

The Agr icu l tura l Decline. 
Mr. H . Norman Rae moved:— 

"Th i s conference of the Yorkshire Liberal Federation, 
held in York, notes with satisfaction the steps already 
taken to carry out the Prime Minister's pledge ' t o 
make the land of England less of a pleasure ground for 
the rich and more of a treasure-house for the nation,' 
notably in the passing of the Crown Lands Act and the 
promised facilities for the Land Tenure Bil l ; and it 
strongly affirms the need of thorough legislation to 
facilitate the acquisition of small holdings." 

Between 1871 and 1901, said Mr. Rae, 400,000 labourers 
left our agricultural districts for our towns, or emigrated. 
A drain such as this could not continue without ultimate 
disaster to our country. H e advocated the appointment of 
land Commissioners for the purpose of creating " Occupying 
Ownerships and Small Holdings." Where a farmer was 
willing to buy, and the owner willing to sell, on terms of 
yearly rental (exclusive of buildings) of not more than ^ 1 0 0 
a year, and not less than £ 5 0 a year, the Commissioners 
should have power to advance 90 per cent, of the purchase 
money at 3 per cent, interest and £ per cent, sinking fund, 
" farmer to be able to repay the loan quicker if he chose." 
H e suggested that £10 ,000 ,000 be the limit of the amount 
advanced. T h e Commissioners should have compulsory 
powers of purchasing or of leasing land for the creation of 
holdings of a less value than £ 5 0 a year, where the demand 
existed. 

Mr. J. M. Hogge seconded the resolution. 
Mr. C. P. Trevelyan, M.P., observed that whilst they were 

considering the question of the evils of land monopoly, it 
was very important that they should have before them a 
concrete instance of the evil. In another part of England 
there was to be found an illustration of how the use of the 
land was decided by the whim of the landloid and not by 
the will of the people. T h e audience might have seen it 
reported that Lord De Ramsey was turning out 800 allot-
ment holders on his estates in Huntingdonshire. For many 
years these men had rented allotments of various sizes on 
Lord De Ramsey's estate under conditions which made 
them profitable, and a great economic boon. Suddenly at 
the beginning of the year there came a thunderbolt in the 
shape of notices from the landlord. It was a curious coin-
cidence at least that the notices were served immediately 
after the General Election, in which Lord De Ramsey's son 
had been defeated by the Liberal candidate, for whom, it 
was notorious, most of the allotment holders voted. The 
landlord's agent denied, however, that the election had 
anything to do with the notices. Well, these men of 
Huntingdonshire were an independent set, and they formed 
land clubs, and called on the District Council to apply for 
powers to get land for allotments. This Council consisted 
almost entirely of farmers, mostly tenants on Lord De 
Ramsey's estates, and after considerable delay the Council 
refused to put into force the compulsory powers which might 
have been initiated with the assistance of the County Council; 
instead they put into force the Act of 1887, which enabled 
them to get only a few allotments from Lord De Ramsey, 
and for these the prices were twice as high as those the men 
had previously paid. Having failed in this direction, the 
Land Club petitioned the County Council to come in and 
act. T h e County Council was not composed of farmers, but 
chiefly of landlords (laughter). They sent down a committee 
to inquire, which reported that the District Council was 
doing all that could be done. Now the 800 dispossessed 
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men were appealing to Mr. John Burns (cheers). So 
important did he think this question, and so admirable this 
illustration of the evils of the land system, that he wished to 
add some words to the resolution, as follows:— 

" T h i s conference also wishes to call the attention of 
His Majesty's Government to the case of the 800 
allotment holders on Lord De Ramsey's estates in 
Huntingdonshire, who have been dispossessed of their 
holdings ; and urges the Government either by adminis-
trative action, or, if necessary, by immediate legislation 
to secure allotments at reasonable rents and on reason-
able terms for those who have been turned out of their 
holdings " (cheers). 

The mover and the seconder of the resolution accepted 
the addition. 

The Burdens of Agricul ture. 
In the absence of Mr. Sorensen, Mr. Withy, of Hudders-

field, moved the following resolution :— 
" That this conference is of opinion that an effective 

means of relieving agriculture from its excessive burdens 
would be found in a reformed system of assessment 
which would exclude from assessment for local rates 
all buildings and ' improvements ' carried out by the 
landlord or tenant. To this end this conference advo-
cates the revaluation of the whole land of the country 
on the basis of the exclusion of buildings and 'improve-
ments. ' 

" This conference is also of opinion that the cost of 
certain national services, such as education, should be 
regarded as national rather than local charges; and 
should be met by an Imperial tax based upon the new 
assessment, so that the country as a whole may derive 
a benefit from the high value existing in the large 
cities." 

Mr. Withy said that the House of Lords was powerless to 
throw out this resolution if passed by the House of Commons, 
and they might use it for a stick to beat the Lords with in 
case they refused to pass the other motion. I t would 
operate automatically to bring idle land into use. There 
were twenty-six millions of acres of land that were deer 
forests, grouse moors, etc., and many more millions only 
half used. Let them become free and the unemployment 
problem would be solved out of hand. Given this automatic 
process of bringing land into use,'he would suggest that they 
should confine themselves to compulsory hiring, which would 
prevent them from putting a wall round the land and so 
making it more difficult for people to get on to it. They 
did not want so much State interference, or interference 
from any other governing body. Under compulsory hiring, 
and with fixity of tenure and security for improvements, they 
would be better off, because then the small holder would not 
be able to mortgage. (Cheers). 

Mr. C. Smithson seconded the resolution, regarding it as 
expressing the Liberal policy with respect to land. If they 
were to develop small holdings to any appreciable extent 
they should precede that legislation with some scheme that 
would relieve the small holder from the burden of local 
rates. 

On the suggestion of Mr. W. H . Wilson it was decidcd to 
alter the resolution so as to include main roads amongst the 
objects which should be a national charge, and as thus 
amended the resolution was adopted. 

The " Y o r k s h i r e Observer" on the Conference. 

In a leading article dealing with the York Liberal Con-
ference, reported in another column, the Yorkshire Daily 
Observer, 19/10/06, s a y s : — " I n making the land question 
their first care the Yorkshire Liberals gathered at York 
yesterday followed a true instinct. T h e discussions and 
resolutions, although they may not be at all points beyond 
criticism, were for the most part conducted with a practical 
grasp of the problem, and should be very useful in helping 
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to form opinion. We are not sure, however, but that the 
weightiest contribution to the discussion was Mr. C. P. 
Trevelyan's illustration of twentieth-century feudalism, as it 
is working in a certain corner of Huntingdonshire. These 
contemptible proceedings of Lord De Ramsey's, and the 
inability of his victims to obtain any help from influences of 
the countryside which are more or less in alliance with him, 
are a crucial instance. They furnish a complete answer to 
the oft-repeated assertions that the land is free and open to 
any man who will make good use of it and offer a fair price, 
and that the land laws need no alteration. On the contrary, 
it is clear that they need the most radical alteration. As 
things are, English agriculture is not so much an industrial 
and commercial enterprise as a species of occupancy on 
sufferance of a social caste. This circumstance goes far to 
explain the divergence which frequently shows itself between 
land reformers and farmers—a divergence not wholly undis-
coverable in yesterday's proceedings." 

Referring to the land purchase proposals of the first 
speaker the Yorkshire Observer continues :—" On the other 
hand, some of the speakers at the conference made it clear 
that a certain class of farmers would be content with some-
thing less, or at all events something different. Their ideas 
run to compulsory hiring, fixity of tenure and security for 
improvements. Supposing these conditions to be efficiently 
enforced, they would seem to give all the opportunity that 
is needed for the best application of brains and capital and 
labour to the soil; and the question arises whether if they 
are adequate for the large farmer they might not suffice for 
the small cultivator. At all events there is a strong feeling 
among many Liberals that in so far as the State resumes 
ownership of the land it should keep a firm grip upon it. 
If the prize be necessary to bring the peasant into existence 
it must be offered, but economically speaking, he has little 
more title to it than the peer. This question returns in 
relation to the resolution calling for the exclusion of all 
agricultural buildings and improvements from ratable assess-
ment. T h e delegates agreed to this resolution with a cheerful 
unanimity which no doubt argues a laudable desire to make 
themselves generally agreeable. They even appeared to 
assent to the argument that to free grouse moors and the 
like from rates would bring them into cultivation. I t would 
be interesting to know how they assimilate these ideas with 
the taxation of ground values." 

We heartily commend this informing criticism to the 
Liberals concerned. It is about time now that Liberals who 
presume to know the land question and who set themselves 
out to educate the public mind on it should be at least 
abreast of the daily papers in knowledge of the Liberal policy, 
to say nothing about the necessity of maintaining a logical 
position. Those who stand for the taxation of land values 
stand for a principle that neither admits the right of the 
peasant nor the peer to be landowner. The Yorkshire 
Observer makes this admission economically, but it has got 
to be made on moral grounds also. If the people have a right 
to take in taxation the economic value of land, it is because 
they have an equal right to the use of land That is what 
the principle of the taxation of land values means, and it is 
contradictory to the principle of peasant proprietary, as it is 
to the present system of individual ownership. 
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Scottish "Notes anb Tlews. 
[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 

column. Repor t s of meet ings , or any reference by publ ic men, or 
publ ic bodies , to the land quest ion, or the taxat ion of land values 
will be app rec i a t ed . ! 

As announced in our October number Mr. John Cassels 
commenced a series of lectures on " Political Economy," in 
the Rooms of the League, 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow, on 
Wednesday evening, 24th inst. Each lecture will be com-
plete in itself, and we cordially invite all interested to attend. 
Mr. Cassels' special ability on the subject is now well 
known to sufficient friends in Glasgow and district to justify 
them in doing what they can to interest new-comers in 
this very necessary study of foundation principles. A num-
ber of cards intimating the lectures have been provided with 
a view to having them placed in Clubs, shop windows, etc. 
We shall be pleased to have the co-operation of friends in 
placing these throughout the city and district. 

* * * 

The committee of the Scottish Anti-Land Values Taxation 
Association met on Wednesday, 11/10/06, in the chambers 
of the secretary, Mr. T. M. Stewart, LL.B., writer, Glasgow 
—Mr. Wm. C. M'Bain, J.P., in the chair. T h e Secretary 
reported the arrangements which had been made in con-
junction with the Edinburgh and Aberdeen Committees in 
preparing evidence for the Select Committee on the Land 
Values Bill, and that, on the resumption of the meetings of 
the Select Committee, opportunity for submitting it would 
no doubt be offered. T h e Chairman referred to the good 
work which the association had done. Owing to the action 
of the association, the truth about the Glasgow bill had now 
become manifest to the man in the street. T h e bill was 
now an utterly discredited measure. 

* * * 

We hope Mr. M'Bain and his colleagues have not 
forgotten the 400 members of Parliament who have 
memorialised the Prime Minister in favour of the promised 
legislation next session. And what about the public 
meetings we were promised this winter? In the meanwhile 
the Anti-League is to be heartily commended for its well-
sustained door-to-door distribution of their special leaflet on 
the Bill. I t is bound to promote discussion on the 
question. We only wish we could join them in this rather 
expensive though telling propaganda. Perhaps we shall 
one of these days, and then the folks will get something to 
read and digest. 

» * 

At a continued sitting of the Valuation Appeal Court for 
the Burgh and County of Glasgow held in the Burgh Court 
Hall, City Chambers, Glasgow, 28/9/06—Councillor Steele 
presiding—an appeal was heard anent the valuation of £ 5 
on a piece of ground at Park Terrace, Woodlands Road, 
Glasgow. T h e agent stated that the ground had been 
purchased at £ 3 0 0 0 , but on account of the recent Church 
crisis the appellants had not proceeded with the building 
originally intended. They had no immediate intention of 
using the ground. T h e Court upheld the Assessor's valua-
tion, whereupon the agent remarked that this was surely a 
case of taxing land values. 

» • • 

If the £ 3 0 0 0 is the true capital value of the ground the 
taxation of land values, 2s. in the should amount to 
three times £ 5 . If this had been in force the ground 
would have been in the market at a much lower figure, and 
there would have been no appeal. 

• • « 

At a meeting of the Executive of the Scottish League for 
the Taxation of Land Values, held in the Rooms, 13 Dundas 
Street, Glasgow, Thursday 27th September, ex-Treasurer 
James Fairlie (Falkirk) President in the chair, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted :— 

" Tha t this meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values 

having considered the provisions of the Small Land 
Holders (Scotland) Bill, 1906, approves of them gener-
ally, and expresses its particular satisfaction, in view of 
the coming legislation on the taxation of land values, 
that the Government proposes to establish a system of 
occupying tenancy not occupying ownership; would 
condemn most strongly alike in the interest of the small 
land holders and of the general community any proposal 
to depart from this wise arrangement; further, this 
executive urges that as a tax on land values will open 
up land freely for the purposes of the Small Landholders 
Bill the first-named reform should have the immediate 
attention of the Government." 

* # # 

Addressing a meeting of his constituents at Busby (East 
Renfrewshire), 10/10/06, Mr. Robert Laidlaw, M.P., said 
" the Government were not likely to take up the Bill for the 
taxation of land values unless it were modified." That may 
be, we doubt it very much, but even so is it Mr. Laidlaw's 
opinion that the Bill should be modified and, if so, in what 
way ? When Mr. Laidlaw was on the hustings he had no 
notion of a modified measure, and he was returned by the 
devoted labours of hundreds of intelligent workers, who 
took hiin at his word as a man who would take no half 
measure, and who would not be afraid to say so even to the 
Government. 

» # * 

The Glasgow municipal elections are in full swing. About a 
dozen Wards are being contested, and as usual the taxation 
of land values is being discussed at indoor meetings, public 
works, and at street corners. Addressing the workmen at 
Hyde Park works, Mr. Allan M. Ure, candidate for Cowlairs 
Ward, sa id—" H e wanted to make it clear that he was in 
favour of the taxation of land values. H e thought it a 
hardship that the rents from the buildings alone should be 
taxed, and pointed out that a tax on ground values would 
materially diminish the taxes of ratepayers. H e was not in 
favour of applying the profits of the tramways to the reduc-
tion of the rates, as while that would relieve the working 
man of a few shillings, it would relieve the wealthy by 
probably hundreds of pounds." 

* * # 

Bailie Forsyth is being opposed in the 8th (Townhead) 
Ward, and we earnestly ask every single taxer and land 
reformer in the Ward and district to do everything they can 
to ensure his return to the Council. Bailie Forsyth has, 
during his nine years service as a Councillor, voted con-
sistently for the policy of taxing land values, and otherwise 
proved himself to be a capable administrator of public affairs, * » « 

Forward, the new Glasgow Socialist paper, entertains its 
readers in one column to an " Exposure of the Taxation of 
Land Values Fallacy," and in another to an article by 
J . M. Robertson, M.P., in which he states that the question 
" is one of the fundamental reforms agreed on by all pro-
gressive parties." In still another column Forward quotes 
Judge M'Guire, the famous Single Taxer, to the effect that 
" t h e land values going up by leaps and bounds in San 
Francisco is against an increase of the wages of labour and 
the profits of manufacturers I " It ought to be said of course 
that the Editor explains that the paper has no method. # » # 

In a leading article on the Lord Advocate's speech at 
Inverness, the Glasgow Herald says—" Except among the 
Single Taxers, then — who will not see the truth that 
Socialism has utterly failed in every country in the world to 
adapt itself to the land—the idea of proceeding to ' colonise 
Scot land ' by the method of purchase has steadily grown in 
favour during the last few months." 

• » 

About the growth of the land purchase method we would 
have been better able to decide if the Herald had advanced 
some evidence on the point. The Scottish Liberal Associa-
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tion has backed up the non-purchase scheme, and the 
Lord-Advocate quotes the Herald's own colums to show 
the public the fraud and the delusion of purchase. 

» » • 

No one should know better than the Herald the difference 
in the methods advocated by the Single Taxers and the 
Socialists, especially as applied to land. But anyway there 
is a grim humour in anyone condemning either the Single 
Tax method, or the Socialist, or any other method, as against 
the existing method of land tenure. T h e Single Taxers and 
the Socialists may both be wrong, but who in the face of the 
facts of the case can argue, or even infer, that the present 
land system is other than an unspeakable failure ? 

# # • 

It is the present land system, which the people endure 
with so much patience, that " has u t ter ly failed in every 
country in the world." In agriculture it satisfies neither 
landlord, nor tenant, nor labourer. In the towns the 
trader's shop-keeping classes are in almost open revolt against 
the landlord and the rate collector, while the tradesmen and 
labourers with their families are housed, millions of them, 
in rack-rented slums, where fresh air is denied, and where 
even common decency cannot be observed. 

# * 0 
Even in the country districts land cannot be got, except 

at exorbitant prices, for housing purposes. People do not 
live in bad houses or in overcrowded conditions in the 
slums for the benefit of their health, or because there is any 
natural scarcity of land. They live, or rather exist, in these 
conditions, where all hope and faith in higher things is 
crushed out of them, solely because of the stupidity and 
tyranny of our existing land laws. As Adam Smith said 
long ago, " they (the land laws) are founded upon the most 
absurd of all suppositions, the supposition that every succes-
sive generation of men have not an equal right to the earth 
and to all that it possesses." 

* « * 

Mr. Mervyn James Stewart, of the New Zealand Single Tax 
League, who is at present on a visit to Scotland, addressed 
a meeting, Friday evening, 26th October, in the Hall of the 
Scottish League, Dundas Street, Glasgow. Mr. William D, 
Hamilton presided over a good attendance. Mr. Stewart, 
in the course of a most interesting and informative lecture, 
related what had been done by the taxation of land values 
in our premier Colony. T h e tax, he held, had opened up 
the land and increased the production of wealth, with the 
result that both the rent of land and the wages of labour had 
advanced. There was no unemployed class and there were 
no poorhouses, while old-age pensions of 10s. were given at 
sixty five years of age to men and women requiring them, 
provided they had been twenty-five years in the Colony. 
The increase of the tax on land values, which was bound to 
come, the lecturer declared, would still further raise wages 
and bring increased prosperity. 

* * * 

Mr. Stewart, who was cordially welcomed by a representa-
tive meeting of Glasgow single taxers, is a vice-president of 
the New Zealand Single Tax League, and has the case for 
democratic New Zealand at his finger ends. It was an 
education to listen to him for an hour, and to learn of the 
country of so much genuine progress and hope, at first hand. 
Everyone present felt encouraged to go on with the fight for 
the policy the league exists to promote, and were the more 
convinced that that policy would bring our country the 
needed relief from the problems of poverty, housing, and 
unemployment, and that nothing else could. The usual 
votes of thanks brought an evening to remember to a close 
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THE LAND QUESTION IN THE MONTHLIES. 

The W e s t m i n s t e r Review. 
For some years the oldest of our monthlies has been 

consistent in its advocacy of radical and far-reaching land 
reform. T h e October number is specially strong on the 
question. 

Referring to Upton Sinclair's great book, " The Jungle," 
the editor comments as follows : — 

" T o those tha t have eyes to see it is c lear tha t the economic 
tyranny exercised by the Beef T rus t , l ike tha t of all o ther t rusts , 
rests upon land monopoly . Those who own the ear th o w n ' the 
base of s u p p l i e s ' of the whole industr ia l a r m y , and , con t ro l l ing 
the base of suppl ies , they have the indust r ia l forces of the wor ld a t 
their mercy. T h i s is the roo t cause of indust r ia l s lavery, w h e t h e r 
in field, factory, mine, or workshop , a n d unless and unt i l land 
monopo ly is b roken down , it is impossible to m a k e the worke r s 
economical ly i ndependen t . . . . F r e e the land and you free 
the people . T h e r e is no o ther way . " 

E C O N O M I C A S P E C T OF A S I N G L E T A X ON L A N D V A L U E S . 
—Andrew Scott (of Liverpool) has a capital article under 
the above heading, which dots the i's and crosses the t's of 
the editorial comments, and which shows that Mr. Scott 
has studied " Progress and Pover ty" to some purpose. 
After a remarkably clear and cogent exposition of the Law 
of Rent and the Law of Wages, he concludes with the 
following words :— 

" U n d e r our present social system, t h e l and , absolute ly necessary 
for the exis tence of all , is held by a few. O n every h a n d we see 
the land ho lders , t h rough the ever-r is ing va lue of l and , t a k i n g 
year b y year f rom labour and capital an ever- increas ing sha re of 
the na t iona l p roduc t ion of weal th , not on account of a n y exer t ion 
on their par t , but because of the h igher p roduc t iveness g iven to it 
by the people themselves . T o equalise the dis t r ibut ion of wea l th , 
to give just ice be tween m a n and man . . . in a word , to a m e n d 
our present system a tax on land values comes easily and na tura l ly 
as a s imple means of jus t ice . . . . Bu t , ban ish ing as it would 
not only pover ty , bu t the fear of pover ty , it mus t have such fu r the r 
a n d fa r - reaching results upon the higher a n d bet ter d e v e l o p m e n t 
of the race as f rom our present l imited ou t look a p p e a r s too ideal is t ic 
to be poss ib l e . " 

S H A L L W E T A X L A N D VALUES.—Finally, under the above 
heading, Mr. L. H. Berens has a long article on the question, 
apparently mainly directed against those of our opponents 
who, "great ly daring," venture to oppose our proposals as 
" b a s e d upon injustice," " founded on false economics," and 
" only commended to the unthinking by delusive promises 
of plunder." After laying bare the well-known causes to 
which Land Values are due, he dismisses the " appeal to 
justice " as follows :— 

" W e ho ld tha t if the individual citizen h a s a r ight in jus t ice to 
d e m a n d tha t he shall be secured the ful lest possession a n d enjoy-
m e n t of any th ing and every th ing due to his individual indus t ry , 
en te rp r i se , a n d th r i f t—which is the only a n d all-sufficient just if ica-
t ion of the inst i tut ion of p r o p e r t y — t h e n the communi ty as a whole 
h a s an equal claim to be assured the possession and e n j o y m e n t of 
wha t is due to its presence , needs, and collect ive act ivi t ies , viz. , 
the u n i m p r o v e d value of the land upon which i t lives a n d works . 
T h a t to a l low these publ ic values to accrue to ind iv idua l land-
ho lders is necessari ly un jus t , and consequent ly in jur ious to the 
communi ty as a whole . T h a t to a p p r o p r i a t e these values for 
publ ic purposes would be ju s t , and consequen t ly beneficial : t ha t 
it would enab le us to de f ray the necessary publ ic expend i tu re 
wi thout in f r ing ing on the earn ings , or t respass ing on the r igh t s , of 
a single m e m b e r of the communi ty . And t ha t , consequen t ly , 
th is natura l me thod of rais ing public revenue , of p rov id ing for 
publ ic expend i tu re , c a n n o t , save by an abuse of l anguage , be 
p roper ly descr ibed as ' conf iscat ion, ' even though the t e rm may 
wi th more propr ie ty be appl ied to any o ther system t h a t the 
ingenui ty of m a n can devise to take its p l a c e . " 

Somewhat later, he summarises our proposals as follows:— 
" U n d e r the taxat ion of land values t h e land would be t axed , 

not in p ropor t i on to the value it had & few hundred years ago , but 
accord ing to the value it has to-day. Nex t year , or next cen tu ry , 
it would be t axed accord ing to the value it will have then ; and so 
on to the end of t ime : each genera t ion a p p r o p r i a t i n g for its 
c o m m o n benefi t t h e value which its p resence and activit ies yearly 
re c rea te . " 

» * « 

The Arena (Boston, U.S.A.). 
In the September number of The Arena, Samuel Brazier 

has a timely article on " T h e Primary Cause of Alternate 
Activity and Depression in Trade." After a close analysis 
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of both production and trade, and a brief consideration of 
some current explanations, or rather excuses, Mr. Brazier 
summarises his conclusions as follows :— 

" T h e ma in ini t ial cause [of pe r iods of t r a d e dep re s s ion f o l l o w i n g 
p e r i o d s of p r o s p e r i t y ] is doub t l e s s t h a t c h e c k to p r o d u c t i o n wh ich 
is b r o u g h t a b o u t by t h e inc rease in l a n d va lues w h i c h inva r i ab ly 
a n d i nev i t ab ly resul t s f r o m a per iod of p rospe r i ty . . . . T h i s 
i nc rease in g r o u n d r en t s is the resul t of a n a t u r a l l aw which 
d e t e r m i n e s t h e g r o w i n g w e a l t h of a na t ion to r e n t ; in o the r words , 
r e n t , l ike a h u g e s p o n g e , a b s o r b s a d v a n c i n g wea l t h . . . . T h e 
w e a l t h of a n a t i o n reg i s te r s itself in ren t . I n c r e a s i n g r en t is t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g c h a r g e w h i c h cap i ta l a n d l a b o u r m u s t pay for the use of 
t h e e a r t h . . . . A p a r t f r o m a n y t heo ry or theor ies , i t is c lear 
and u n d e n i a b l e t h a t t h r o u g h o u t t h e indus t r ia l wor ld specula t ive 
a d v a n c e in g r o u n d r e n t or l and va lues , w h i c h i nc ludes a n d con t ro l s 
f r anch i se s , i nva r i ab ly p r ecedes a season of c o m m e r c i a l depress ion . 
T h a t a d v a n c e in l and va lues is t he m a i n cause w h i c h b r i n g s a b o u t 
dep re s s ion in t r ade is scarce ly less c lear . A n d i t is the on ly 
e x p l a n a t i o n which a c c o u n t s a d e q u a t e l y for t hese a l t e r n a t e p e r i o d s 
in t h e w o r l d of i ndus t ry a n d c o m m e r c e . " 

T h e Atena contains several other most interesting articles 
on the social quest ion; and to judge from their number, as 
also from the names of the well-known leaders of advanced 
political thought who are on its Board of Associates—such 
as Ernest Crawley, Bolton Hall, Edwin Markham, and 
Robert Baker—it is a magazine that our friends would do 
well to secure a place in every public library and reading 
room. 

* * * 

The Independent Review. 
" T h e Land Policy of the Government" forms the subject 

of a brightly-written, even if somewhat disappointing, article 
by F. A. Channing, M.P., in the current number of The 
Independent Review. In it he quotes approvingly some of 
Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman's eloquent references to 
the fundamental importance of the Land Question, and 
points out t h a t — " With Cobden, the Prime Minister holds 
that freedom of the land is the corollary of freedom of 
commerce." H e refers approvingly to " the repeated 
pledges of the Prime Minister and his colleagues to tax site 
values enhanced by the enterprise and by the outlay of 
great and growing communities." And after some reference 
to Small Holdings schemes and to the Land Tenure Bill 
introduced by Mr. Agar-Roberts, he concludes that he has 
said "enough to show that big and sound materials are 
being collected and shaped, and that next year we may look 
for big and, let us hope, decisive measures in the way of 
Land Reform which will open many doors—now tightly 
closed—to simple but true human happiness and well-
being." 

* * • 

The Contemporary. 
Eric Givskov's second article on " Home Industry and 

Peasant Farming in Belgium " is even better than his first, 
to which we referred in our last issue. In fact, we cannot 
speak of it too highly, and would earnestly commend its 
perusal and careful study to every student of the Land 
Question. I t is, indeed, worthy to become a classic on our 
quest ion; and so we feel assured that our readers will 
pardon us—nay, be grateful to us—for quoting from it at 
some length. 

L A N D A N D L A B O U R . 

Mr. Givskov practically summarises the final conclusion 
of his studies of Belgium life and labour in the following 
telling sentences:— 

" W h e r e v e r t he r e a r e to be f o u n d ex tens ive c o m m u n a l posses-
s ions , t he r e t h e w a g e s a re h ighe r t h a n a n y w h e r e else in B e lg ium, 
a n d , of course , t h e w e l l - b e i n g of the p e o p l e g r ea t e r . I t is m o r e 
t h a n a co inc idence t h a t those p a r t s of Belg ium w h e r e t h e agr icul -
tu ra l l a b o u r e r s a re e n a b l e d t o ea rn e n o u g h to live on in c o m p a r a t i v e 
d e c e n c y , a re no t those w h e r e N a t u r e r e w a r d s the incessan t toil of 
m a n by exce l len t h a r v e s t s j bu t , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , those w h e r e 
n i g g a r d N a t u r e y ie lds a scant r e t u r n to t h e e f for t of m a n , b u t 
w h e r e t h e possession of t h e la rges t a r ea s of c o m m o n l a n d p e r m i t 
t h e l abou re r s to work for t h e m s e l v e s if the w a g e s of tered t h e m 
s e e m insu f f i c i en t . " 

H I G H R E N T S — L o w W A G E S . 
" Progress," in the common sense of the term, however, 

our author tells us, " is marching on even in the Ardennes, 

and it may be that in another ten years production "—which 
is now somewhat primitive — " will have been entirely 
modernised. . . . But all this, far from benefitting the 
labourers, will only deteriorate their position, because it will 
mean labour-saving, especially during the winter." H e 
continues:— 

" P r o g r e s s a lways m e a n s inc reas ing l and values , so t h e l abou re r s 
will e x p e r i e n c e g r e a t e r diff icul ty in o b t a i n i n g land , and so be less 
ab l e t o w o r k for t hemse lves . I n f a c t , th is is wha t has a l r eady 
t a k e n p lace in a g rea t n u m b e r of the c o m m u n e s , a n d w h a t increas-
ing p rog re s s c a n n o t b u t accen tua t e . . . . But progress it 
cer ta in ly m i g h t h a v e b e e n , and p rogress it is even a t this day in 
such c o m m u n e s w h e r e t h e c o m m o n l a n d s a re l a rge e n o u g h to 
t h r o w o p e n for the w o r k e r s the door t o the w o r k s h o p of N a t u r e . " 

T H E W A Y O U T . 
Comparing the relative positions of the people of Bohan, 

Luxemburg, and the people of other parts of Belgium, Mr. 
Givskov says :— 

" T h e p e o p l e of B o h a n h a v e access to the l and , the F l e m i n g s 
h a v e not . T h i s is t he only essen t ia l d i s t inc t ion b e t w e e n t h e m a n d 
the F l e m i n g s . But it is e n o u g h to secure (or t h e m in al l thei r 
b a c k w a r d n e s s a d e g r e e of c r u d e c o m f o r t en t i r e ly den ied to the 
F l e m i n g s . A n d r igh t ly ca r r i ed out access to the land is e n o u g h to 
secure for e v e r y b o d y al l t he ma te r i a l happ ine s s which life has in 
s tore for the c h i l d r e n of m a n . " 

ACCESS TO L A N D : I T S M E A N I N G . 
" B u t , " he con t inues , " let t he r e be n o m i s t a k e a b o u t it. Access 

to l and does no t m e a n t h a t you c r ea t e smal l ho ld ings a n d scat ter 
pea san t f a rms b r o a d c a s t over the c o u n t r y . Y o u m a y pa rce l out 
the who le c o u n t r y i n to p e a s a n t - f a r m s , a n d t h e s ame d a y you h a v e 
a c c o m p l i s h e d it you will on ly h a v e s t a r t e d a n e w m o v e m e n t of 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n of land if you in all o t h e r respec ts leave social con-
d i t ions as they a re . F o r n o h u m a n law can avail aga ins t t h e l aw 
of N a t u r e . A n d i t is the law of N a t u r e t h a t w h e r e v e r m e n con-
g r e g a t e r en t will r ise , p u r c h a s e pr ices for land will i nc rease , 
m o r t g a g e s will g r o w in n u m b e r and a m o u n t , and in t h e end t h e 
land will be o w n e d , n o t by he w h o til ls i t , bu t by ou ts ide capi ta l is ts , 
w h o h a v e only one i n t e r e s t — n a m e l y , to o b t a i n the g r ea t e s t poss ib le 
r e v e n u e f r o m t h e l a n d . . . . Bu t t h e r e is a m e a n s by wh ich 
all t h e a d v a n t a g e of c o m m o n possession of t h e land may b e secured 
w i t h o u t a n y of the d i s a d v a n t a g e s a d h e r i n g to th is sys tem, a m e a n s 
w h i c h , on the c o n t r a r y , leaves every i nd iv idua l ful l l ibe r ty to d o 
wi th t h e l and as h e p leases , and g ives h im ful l secur i ty for all h is 
i m p r o v e m e n t s . I n s t e a d of an e n e m y to p rog re s s , th is m e a n s w h e r e 
it ha s b e e n i n t r o d u c e d h a s p roved a g r e a t s t imulus to progress , 
w h i l e a t t he s a m e t ime migh t i ly i m p r o v i n g the cond i t ion of the 
w o r k e r . T h i s m e a n s is t h e taxa t ion of land values , w h i c h is on ly 
a n e n o r m o u s l y - i m p r o v e d f o r m of c o m m u n a l possess ion. L e t the 
peop le of E n g l a n d a p p l y this m e a n s , a n d it will soon b e seen tha t 
t h e r e is n o s u c h ques t ion as ' B a c k t o t h e L a n d . ' F o r t h e r e will 
a l w a y s be p l e n t y of p e o p l e who will be h a p p y to go b a c k to the 
l a n d . T h e only ques t ion is to r e m o v e t h e obs tac les wh ich p r e v e n t 
t h e m l rom d o i n g s o . " 

We cordially congratulate Mr. Givskov on the excellence 
of his work, and extend to him on behalf of our co-workers 
our grateful thanks for a masterly contribution to the cause 
of fundamental Land Reform. 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 

" We would simply take for the community what belongs 
to the community—the value that attaches to land by the 
growth of the community ; leave sacred to the individual 
aU that belongs to the individual."—Henry George. 

THE CASE FOR LAND PURCHASE. 

T H E R e p o r t of t h e I r i sh E s t a t e s C o m m i s s i o n e r s , 
i ssued as a Blue Book, 22nd S e p t e m b e r , 1906, shows an 
a m a z i n g e n h a n c e m e n t in t h e pr ice of l a n d , b r o u g h t 
a b o u t ar t i f ic ia l ly by t h e I r i sh L a n d A c t of 1903. 

" According to the Official R e p o r t " (we quote from 
the Daily News, 24/9/06), " the number of years' pur-
chase for the five years before 1903 was eighteen; during 
the two years before that Act it had fallen to seventeen. 
It has now, including the bonus of 12 per cent, paid to 
the landlords, risen to 25J years' purchase. ' T h e 
average years' purchase,' says the Report, ' pa id for 
all classes of holdings sold by landlords direct to 
the tenants under Land Purchase Acts before and 
since the passing of the Irish Land Act, 1903, were as 
follows :— 

" A c t of 1885, ^ 1 0 . 8 (cash). 
" A c t s of 1891-96, £ 9 . 2 (stock. 
" Act of 1903 (to 3rs t March, 1906), ^ 1 3 . 4 (cash). 
" T h e average rate per acre paid during the five years 

immediately preceding the passing of the Act for holdings 
sold by landlords direct to tenants was ^ 8 . 9 (stock), 
when no bonus was payable, as against ^ 1 3 . 4 (cash) paid 
under the Act of 1903, exclusive of bonus, which, with 
the bonus, would realise for the landlord ^ r 5 per acre. 

" T h i s figure compared with the prices previously 
paid shows an increase in the price per acre received 
by landlords of 68.5 per cent.' 

" Mr. Wrench, one the of three Commissioners, does 
not agree with the basis of calculation, but makes no 
attempt to upset the figures. 

" Messrs. Finucane and Bailey, the major i ty 'o f j the 
Estate Commissioners, see the dangersk>f bargains going 
beyond the stage of adequate security, and they say:— 
' In the case, however, of abnormal estates (such as 
congested estates, estates held in rundale, or consisting 
in the main of reclaimed bog, mountain, and the like), 
the rent of which is in fact not wholly paid from the 
produce of the land, but from the wages of labour, or 
money received from relatives in America or elsewhere, 
it is open to doubt whether a reduction of 25J per cent, 
on second term judicial rents fixed for only 15 years 
affords the State adequate security for the payment or 
purchase annuities on this basis for 68J years. In 
such cases the land itself does not produce the rent of 
the annuity, and, although the rent may be well secured 
for a short period of 15 years, it is evident that, 
for a long period such as 6 8 | years, there is no 
guarantee that the existing conditions will continue. 
There is no certainty that the assistance obtained from 
outside sources will continue, and, if the holding comes 
into the hands of an occupier who does not, or is not, 
able to supplement the returns from the holding by 
other means, there can be no security for an annuity 
which is not produced out of the land itself. T h e fact 
that large prices are often obtained for the right to 
occupy such holdings is not a proper or a safe basis for 
an estimate of security.' 

" T h e landlords are not alone clearing out with the 
2,000,000 as bonus, but with a much larger sum for 

which there is no adequate security, and which will 
hang as millstones around the necks of thousands and 
thousands of small purchasers, their children, and their 
grandchildren." 

T h i s shou ld m a k e i n t e r e s t i ng r e a d i n g for t h o s e 
l and r e fo rmers , save t h e m a r k , w h o f avour a po l i cy 
t h e y a re p l eased to n a m e a s y s t e m of l and p u r c h a s e 
for rura l E n g l a n d a n d S c o t l a n d , w i th a view t o a j u s t 
a n d final s e t t l e m e n t of t he peop le on t h e l and . 
R a t i o n a l a n d f a i r - m i n d e d peop le will r e g a r d th i s 
R e p o r t of t h e I r i sh S c h e m e r a t h e r in t h e l igh t of an 
e x p o s u r e of a b a d pr inc ip le , t h a t in t h e end b r i n g s 
f a i lu re a n d despa i r , i m p o s i n g a cond i t i on of slave l a b o u r 
on ch i ld ren y e t u n b o r n . T h e on ly p e o p l e w h o ga in b y 
s u c h a po l icy a re t h e l and lo rds , a n d the i r ga in is a t 
t h e e x p e n s e of t h e new l a n d - h o l d e r s a n d t h e publ ic , 
whi le t h e l and ques t ion r e m a i n s as of old t o t o r m e n t 
t h e po l i t i c ians a n d a m u s e t h e cynic. A l l th is c o m e s 
of d o i n g t h i n g s in a h u r r y , and b y t a k i n g as c o u n -
sel lors t h e pol i t ic ians w h o m i s t a k e mo t ion for 
p rogress . W h a t t h e R e p o r t p roves conc lus ive ly to 
ou r mind is t h e ab so lu t e necess i ty of t a k i n g o n e s t e p 
a t a t ime , a n d t h e first s t e p first. T h i s first s t e p is t h e 
s e p a r a t e v a l u a t i o n of l and a p a r t f r o m t h e value of i m -
p r o v e m e n t s , a d v o c a t e d b y t h e L e a g u e s for t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , a n d by t h e " L a n d V a l u e s 
G r o u p " in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s . I t is q u i t e 
m a n i f e s t t h a t if th i s s e p a r a t e va lua t ion of l and for 
p u r p o s e s of t a x a t i o n h a d been in force in I r e l a n d pr io r 
t o t h e p a s s i n g of th is wre tched L a n d P u r c h a c e A c t , 
t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s would no t now be p r o c l a i m i n g to 
t h e publ ic th i s a d d i t i o n a l p l u n d e r of l and lo rd i sm. 

A s t h e R e p o r t po in t s out , th i s inc rease in t h e pr ice 
of l and f r o m 18 y e a r s t o 25^ y e a r s ' p u r c h a s e , r e p r e -
sen t s n o t t h e r e n t of l and b u t t h e w a g e s of l abour . 
T h e p la in E n g l i s h of it is t h a t u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p of 
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the United Irish League and the Irish Parliamentary 
Party the Irish landlords have managed to peg out 
for themselves and their heirs legal claims to the 
economic rent of land which is created by the public, 
and to the economic earnings of the individual tiller 
of the soil. 

And this is what is euphoniously described as a 
final settlement of the land question in Ireland. The 
Irish labourer appears to have wakened up, and is 
naturally wanting to know where he comes in in this 
final deal, and the Irish Town Tenants League are 
organising a wholesome demand for the Taxation of 
Land Values. It appears that by the time the tenant 
farmer enters into full ownership of his plot, its value 
will have to be reckoned up after he hands over the 
economic rent, or land value, to the public exchequer. 
This must be where the magic of property comes 
into this final settlement. 

We have already had, in Scotland, a small share of 
this policy under the direction of the Congested 
Districts Board, and it is enough. In connection with 
the Small Holders (Scotland) Bill, introduced by the 
Secretary for Scotland this session, a considerable 
amount of public discussion has taken place in the 
Press and on the platform as to whether the Bill 
should be amended so as to provide for Land Purchase. 
As it stands, the Bill avoids purchase, and is framed 
to assist landlord and tenant to come to terms under 
the direction of a Land Commission. In a special 
article on the question, the Glasgow Herald, 24/9/06, 
quotes the following example of the land purchase 
and the non-purchase schemes under the C.D.B.:— 

" In the case of Syre, for example, where the land 
purchase system was applied, the cost to the Govern-
ment of settling twenty-three households on the soil 
was £ 3 , 4 3 8 of free grants and £15 ,027 of loan money, 
the latter to be repaid by the smallholders, or, on the 
average, £ 1 5 0 of free grants and £ 6 5 3 of loan money 
per household; or in all an outlay of £ 8 0 3 was re-
quired in order to settle one family on the soil. 

" The nearest settlement to this, in the same part of 
Scotland, is one at Dunbeath, in the neighbouring 
county of Caithness, and here the non-purchase scheme 
was applied with the result that the cost of settling 
thirty-nine families on the soil was £ 3 9 5 of free grants 
and £ 5 0 0 of loan moneys, the latter sum to be repaid 
as before by the smallholders; or an average expendi-
ture of £ 1 0 per household by way of free grants and 
£ 1 3 per household by way of loan, or £ 2 3 in all. 

" T h e meaning- of this is that the result 
effected in each case, namely, the settlement 
of one household on the soil, is accomplished 
in the one case at an expenditure of £803, 
and in the other at a cost of £23 . 

" In the case of Sollas and Grenitole in Uist also, 
where the non-purchase scheme was also applied, the cost 
of settling thirty-two households on the soil was £ 9 8 3 
of free grants and £ 1 , 3 1 0 ef loan moneys, the latter to 
be repaid as before, or an average of £ 3 0 per house-
hold by way of free grant, and £ 4 1 per household by 
way of loan, or £ 7 1 in all. 

" In the neighbouring island of Bara, under the land 
purchase scheme, the cost of settling fifty-eight house-
holds (some of them of very small size and intended 

for fishermen) was £ 5 , 8 4 6 of free grants and ,£5,900 of 
loan moneys, or an average per household of £ 1 0 1 of 
of free grants and .£102 of loan money, or ,£203 in 
all. 

" The financial advantages of the non-purchase over 
the purchase scheme are well demonstrated by these 
figures." 

These figures are luminous, and should certainly 
give pause to those who are looking to land purchase 
schemes to open up the land to the new cultivators. 
We earnestlyhope the Government and the progressive 
Members of Parliament will turn from this reactionary 
and hopeless policy to look in another direction. The 
Prime Minister stated plainly the only genuine way 
when he said at Leeds, 19th March, 1903 :— 

" It may accurately be said that there is practically 
but one great impediment in the way of a sweeping 
improvement which would elevate the physical and 
moral welfare of the people. What is this? It is the 
interest and the overdue regard to the interest of the 
landowner and the political and social influence that 
he and his class can exercise, whether it be the slum 
owner extorting a preposterous compensation for tene-
ments that ought to be indicted as public nuisances 
and removed at his expense, or whether it be the 
possessor of open land holding it up in order that he 
may gain the increment which the industry and energy 
of our people create. In these cases and all the 
classes, and in gradations of cases between them you 
have the public interest, and in antagonism with it 
the interest of the individual. You and I side with 
the public interest. Let the value of land be assessed 
independently of the buildings upon it, and upon such 
valuation let contribution be made to those public 
services which create the value. This is not to disturb 
the balance of equity, but to redress it. There is no 
unfairness in it. The unfairness is in the present 
state of things. Why should one man reap what 
another man sows? We would give to the landowner 
all that is his, but we would prevent him taking some-
thing which belongs to other people. Here you have, 
perhaps, the clearest example in present politics of 
the cardinal, abiding, and necessary difference between 
the Liberal party and our opponents. It is here that 
lies the chasm yawning between us, athwart almost 
every public question." 

Why do the Liberal leaders and the Liberal news-
papers, when they refer to the Land Question, wander 
so far away from this line of attack ? " Let the value 
of land be assessed independently of the buildings 
upon it, and upon such valuation let contribution be 
made to those public services which create the value." 
It ought to be quite easily grasped, and committed 
to memory for the use of both pen and platform. For 
years now it has been the declared policy of the 
Liberal Party, and the policy of a powerful Municipal 
movement. The Scottish Liberal Association at Peebles 
last month again affirmed its belief in the urgency 
of this step. But then there is the agricultural aspect 
of the question, the question of putting the people back 
on the land. Will the taxation of land values open 
up the land to the small land-holder? The reply is 
that a tax on land values has already been applied 
to agricultural land and with beneficial results. 

In 1899 the Hon. James W. Bucklin. of the Senate 
of the State of Colorado, U.S., pursuant to a remit 
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from the Senate, visited Australia and New Zealand 
to enquire into and report on the systems of taxation 
in operation in these Colonies. In his subsequent 
report, submitted to the Senate, Mr. Buckiln says :— 

" Land speculation was rife, and the country (New 
Zealand) was apparently on the verge of a great panic. 
In 1891 thousands of unemployed gathered in all the 
cities of New Zealand asking for work, and the people 
were actually fleeing from the country in search of the 
right to labour. At once (on the passing of the land 
value tax) without the industrial and Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, or any new labour laws, the condition 
of labour began greatly to improve. Wages increased, 
the hours of toil shortened, the cost of living decreased, 
and the idle received employment. From 1891 to 1898 
the cultivated lands of New Zealand increased 3,522,091 
acres, sown grass lands increased 3,278,501 acres, the 
value of improvements increased 39,000,000 dollars, 
and nearly all business greatly improved. . . . For 
nearly a day I walked through the streets of Auckland 
(60,000 inhabitants) in search of an idle woiking man 
and was unable to find one. In the four years im-
mediately preceding the Land Tax, in spite of govern-
mental ownership and management of railroads, 
telegraphs, telephones, insurance, etc., there was a 
natural decrease of immigration over emigration of 
17*789 persons, being a loss each year. At once, on 
the passage of the Land Value Tax, the tide of emigra-
tion turned, population has increased 122,447, and in 
the first two years after the adoption of the Land Tax, 
the immigration of New Zealand exceeded the emigra-
tion 15,370 persons, and has continued in excess each 
of the eight years since its passage." 

This testimony we submit is a trifle 'convincing. 
If the tax on land values opened up the agricultural 
land in New Zealand, and absolved the Colony from 
an unemployed problem, it can do the same for the 
United Kingdom. Let us not forget too, that land is 
wanted in all our agricultural districts, as well as in 
large towns, for housing, trade, and public improve-
ment. The desired acres are abundantly plentiful, 
but the price for their use is prohibitive, and the in-
evitable increase of rates which follow in the footsteps 
of any improver or producer, constitute another 
hindrance to industrial development. Says Mr. 
Cathcart Wason, M.P., in a letter to the Press last 
month :— 

" In Orkney and Shetland fishermen and cottars can 
only with difficulty obtain any land for a house ; land 
almost valueless from an agricultural or pastoral point 
of view is unobtainable except at exhorbitant rates. 
At other places a yearly feu (ground rent) is exacted 
far above the capital value of the land." 

Mr. Wason goes on to explain how he has tried to 
get land through the Parish Council and failed, and 
how difficult he found it to get a site for a home, to 
place a house for a doctor, even at exorbitant rates. 
This is a common experience, with the result that our 
village life is strangled, the people are badly housed, 
improvement is stopped, and so is trade and employ-
ment. What will revive this village life and keep 
men in the country? That is the question which 
progress puts to the politician, and it has got to 
be answered. There are lots of things to do. No 

doubt, but what shall we do first ? Ask the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer for money to buy access to the idle 
acres ? This has been tried and it is a ghastly failure, 
and those who advocate this policy to-day are but 
stiffening the price of land, hardening the heart of the 
land-grabber, encouraging him to continue to play the 
dog in the manger. How long would these idle acres 
be kept from the idle hands if the policy of the Prime 
Minister was carried out—if the value of all land was 
separately scheduled for the requirements of the rate 
collector? To ask such a question is to give the 
answer. This is the simple beginning that is the one 
thing needful in a settlemnt of the land question, and 
when we consider how just it is, how radical, how easy 
to apprehend, and what a peaceful revolution it would 
bring, we can only wonder why so many far-seeing 
politicians and publicists turn their heads in so many 
other directions. 

T I M E L Y AND T R U E W O R D S . — " A t a time when the people 
are looking around for the solution of our economic ills, it 
is of supreme importance that men who know what is wrong 
and the orderly remedy therefor, should be in positions of 
power and influence, in order that they can get the ear of 
the people for their views. . . . T h e people will listen 
to the truth if it is but presented to them."—Rober t Baker, 
in The Public (8/9/06). 
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The Autumn lecturing season has opened briskly. In 
addition to the list of meetings of which particulars were 
given in our last issue, the General Secretary has addressed 
five meetings in the south of Lancashire, and Mr. W. R. 
Foster, a member of the executive who is working hard for 
the cause in his own district, has delivered addresses on the 
land question at two adult schools in Walthamstow, as well 
as to the Walthamstow Liberal and Radical Association 
(northern ward). 

# # # 

Mr. Edward M'Hugh and Mr. Richard M'Ghee have 
each held some successful meetings in Yorkshire, some of 
them well reported in the local press. Writing of one of 
these meetings, the Keighley News (13/10/06) says :— 

The local enthusiasts for the taxation of land values 
ought to feel very well pleased with Wednesday night's 
meeting in the Temperance Hall at Keighley. It could 
not be described as a crowded meeting, but the audi-
ence was nevertheless by no means a small one, and 
Mr. Richard M'Ghee and the other speakers were 
listened to from start to finish with close attention. 
One reason for this was beyond all doubt the marked 
ability of the lecturer. For clear exposition, and clever 
telling illustration, Mr. M'Ghee would be very bad to 
beat. He treated his subject in a most interesting and 
lucid fashion, going to the root of the land and labour 
problems with which we are faced to-day, and exposing 
to his hearers the underlying causes of many if not of 
all the evils which social reformers of all schools are 
endeavouring to remedy. His arguments were con-
vincing in their logic, and his address must have done 
much to further in this neighbourhood the movement 
for the taxation of land values. 

* * # 

The Keighley Chronicle (12/10/06) also had a very friendly 
editorial notice, as well as a good report, of one of these 
meetings. 

* * * 

The meetings at present arranged for November are as 
follows: 
Nov. 2—Bridgehouse School, Haworth. F. Skirrow. 

m 3—Bradford Liberal Club. Arthur Withy. 
» 5—Weavers' Hall, Walker St., Preston. Rev. Stewart 

D. Headlam, "God and the Land." 7.30. 
'1 6—Bankfoot Church Institute. F. Skirrow. 
11 9—Low Moor Liberal Club. Alfred Hoyle. 
" 9—Clayton Liberal Club. W. R. Lester, M.A. 
11 10—Huddersfield Liberal Club. W. R. Lester, M.A. 

Higham Hill Men's Own, Baptist Church, Higham 
Hill Road, Walthamstow. F. Verinder. 

11 12—Golcar Liberal Club. W. R. Lester, M.A. 
11 13—Shipley I.L.P. F. Skirrow. 
•I t5—Bingley I.L.P. F. Skirrow. 
11 16—Swalwell, Co. Durham. R. Brown, Hon. Secretary 

Tyneside Branch, " The Historical side of the 
Land Question. 

n 17— Clapham Branch, League of Young Liberals. 
L. H. Berens. 

11 18—Brixton Discussion Forum, Raleigh College Hall, 
Siltoun Road, Effra Road, S.W. A. Powell. 
11 a.m. 

11 19—Harrow Liberal Club, Harrow-on-the Hill. F. 
Verinder. 

11 20—Paddington Radical Club, Paddington Green, W. 
L. H. Berens, " Taxation of Land Values : Its 
Justification and Effects." 

n 23—Low Moor Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
11 26 — Walthamstow Liberal Association (Hoe St. Ward). 

W. R. Foster. 
n 29—Clayton Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 

Dec. 2—North Camberwell Radical Club. L. H. Berens. 
.1 3 —Preston, Weavers' Hall, Walker St. F. Verinder. 
The General Secretary will be speaking in the north of 

Lancashire during the first week in December. 
* * * 

Members are reminded that marked copies of newspapers 
containing matter of interest on the land question—articles, 
letters, announcements, or reports of meetings, lectures, 
conferences, etc.—are always welcomed at the League office. * * * 

The General Secretary visited the south of Lancashire in 
the second week in October. On October 9th a meeting of 
local members and others was held in the Library of the 
Society of Chartered Accountants, Mr. L. W. Zimmerman 
in the chair. After a short address from the chairman, a 
general discussion took place on the objects of the League, 
in which some members of the Land Nationalisation Society 
took part. On the motion of Mr. Cattrell, seconded by 
Mr. E. Bates, it was unanimously resolved, "Tha t a Branch 
of the League be constituted for Manchester and District." 
The following were elected as a provisional committee :— 
Messrs. E. Bates, Cattrell, Jennison, Willett and Zimmerman. 
Dr. Percy M'Dougall was elected Hon. Treasurer, pro tern., 
and Mr. A. H. Weller, Hon. Secretary. The provisional 
committee was instructed to draw up a constitution for the 
Branch, and to prepare a list of nominations for officers and 
committee, to submit to a later meeting. The General 
Secretary, on behalf of the London Executive, moved a vote 
of thanks to Dr. M'Dougall and other local members who 
had worked hard to bring about the establishment of the 
Branch. 
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The Hon . Secretary of the Branch, Mr. A. H . Weller, 94 
Sandy Lane, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester, is anxious 
to get the Branch to work at once, and will be glad to receive 
applications for membership and offers of help, either in 
money or service, from any friends in the neighbourhood of 
Manchester. I t is hoped that branches will shortly be found 
in other districts of the country. 

* • • 

On October 10th a meeting of members of the '95 Club 
was held in the Manchester Reform Club. Mr. Oppenheim 
presided, and among those present were Messrs. L. W. 
Zimmerman, A. H . Scott, M.P., W. P. Byles, M.P., Dr. 
M'Dougall, Roe Rycroft, etc. A general discussion of the 
land question took place, mainly in the form of questions 
put to Mr. Verinder, and answered by him. 

» « « 

On the evening of the same day Mr. Verinder lectured at 
the Bloomsbury Liberal Club, East Manchester, on, " T h e 
First Great Reform." Messrs. Zimmerman, Kelly, Dr. 
M'Dougall, A. H . Weller and others took part in the 
discussion. There was a good sale of literature at the 
Manchester meetings. 

» » » 

Mr. W. R. Lester, M.A., broke a railway journey in order 
to speak at a meeting in the Liberal Club, Warrington, on 
October n t h . Mr. Worrall was in the chair, and Mr. 
Verinder lectured on the Taxation of Land Values, mainly 
with reference to questions raised by the coming Municipal 
Elections. 

• « • 

Mr. Sherburn, a local member of the league, presided at 
the General Secretary's lantern lecture on the 1 axation of 
Land Values, in the Co-operative Hall, Warrington, on 
October 12th. The two meetings at Warrington were 
arranged by Mr. Ockel, whose untiring work on behalf of 
the movement is well known to our readers and highly 
appreciated by the executive. 

* * * 

It is clear that in South Lancashire the league possesses 
at once some exceedingly able and earnest workers and a 
splendid field for vigorous " spade work." We feel sure that 
the new branch will make good use of a great opportunity. 
Help is specially needed in arranging meetings and pushing 
the sale of Land Values and other literature. 

* • * 

An important article on the Taxation of Land Values by 
Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., will appear in the National 
Review for December. Mr. Wedgwood, who was chairman 
at the recent London " Henry George Dinner," is a Vice-
President of the English League, and Hon. Secretary to the 
Committee of Members of Parliament on the Taxation of 
Land Values. 

» « • 

Mr. W. R. Lester, M.A., opened a discussion on the 
Taxation of Land Values, at the Hitchin Debating Society, 
Old Town Hall, Hitchin, on October 29th. 

• * » 

Mr. A. Wilson is a Labour candidate for the Borough 
Council of Woolwich (St. Nicholas Ward). The local 
Labour paper, The Pioneer, says that Mr. Wilson " has been 
President of No. 7 Branch A.S.E. for eighteen months. 
Served on the Trades Council for twelve months, and has 
filled many minor offices in the Branch during the past two 
or three years. Has also served during the past three years 
on the Central Council of the English League for the 
Taxation of Land Values. Is an ardent land reformer and 
an enthusiastic follower of Henry George. Has been active 
with the pen in some of the Kent papers (including The 
Pioneer) and in the Engineers' Journal in the cause of land 
reform." 

» * * 

Another member of the League is writing, in the same 
paper, a series of bright and interesting articles on the land 
question, under the general title of " Trespassers will be 
Prosecuted." We quote a paragraph from No. X I I . (pub-
lished on October 12 th ) :— 

" T H E F I R S T R E F O R M F I R S T . 

T h e inability to clearly see this relationship to the soil 
leads to strange results which are noticeable every day. 
Conferences pass resolutions on the condition of the country 
question from January to December. Sometimes one 
resolution has the place of honour, sometimes another. 
Sometimes the land question is popped in ; sometimes it is 
apparently overlooked and left out. Sometimes, in short, 
Moses remembers to ask Pharaoh to let the people g o ; and 
sometimes, quite inadvertently, he overlooks this item in the 
programme of deliverance, and would pray for some im-
proved method of brick-making, or humanitarian instruction 
for taskmasters." 

• • * 

T h e Tyneside Branch took the opportunity of advertising 
the League and its work in the " Liberal Bazaar P rogramme" 
for a grand Liberal Bazaar, held on October n t h , 12th, and 
13th. Twenty thousand copies of this little handbook were 
distributed, and the advertisement should have good effect 
in keeping alive the importance of our question. 

* « « 

Mr. G. E. Wilson, a member of the executive committee 
of the Tyneside Branch, has been appointed Hon. Secretary 
of the North Shields Circuit of the Methodist Union for 
social service. We may be certain that the Union will be 
kept up-to-date, so far as the land question is concerned, 
with so able and energetic a land reformer as its guiding 
hand. 
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S C O T T I S H L I B E R A L A S S O C I A T I O N 

C O N F E R E N C E . 

GEORGE GREEN, J.P., C.C., Chairman. 

M R . G E O R G E G R E E N , the Chairman of the Scottish Liberal 
Association, succeeded Lord Tweedmouth at the Annual 
Meeting of 1905. The Autumn Conference, held at Peebles, 
5th and 6th October, over which Mr. Green presided, justi-
fied fully his election to the most important office of the 
Liberal Party in Scotland. Mr. Green is a Lancashire mar, 
born in Stockport some sixty years ago. From his youth 
up he has been actively engaged in the reform movement. 
In business, his organising ability and force of character 
have brought him to a leading position in the management 
of a great Insurance organisation. Since he came to Glasgow 
in 1891 these same qualities have brought him to the front 
in our social and political life. Whether as Chairman of the 
Lower Ward District Committee of the Lanarkshire County 
Council, or on the Licensing Bench, or in the Scottish Liberal 
Association, Mr. Green's progressive opinions are strongly in 
evidence. He has been for several years a Vice-President 
of the Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values, 
whose policy he upholds and which he upheld and loyally 
supported in the days before it was quite so popular. In 
those days he was one of the very few representative Liberals 
who frankly stated his conviction that the question of taxing 
land values was entitled to a foremost place among coming 
Liberal reforms, and he very well expressed this view 
in a practical way some eight years ago by proposing to raise 
a special fund for the League to promote the question in the 
public mind. Mr. Green has all along been a recognised 
leader in the cause of temperance, and was presented with 
his portrait by his colleagues and co-workers in the move-
ment in Glasgow and District, in 1889, in recognition of his 
labours in the field of temperance reform. 

At the General Election of 1895 he contested the 
Tradeston Division as Liberal candidate, where he made 
plain his Radical convictions on the land and taxation 
questions. Again, in the dark days of 1900, he went back 
to contest Stockport, his native town, and after a strenuous 
fight, mainly on the land question, reduced a large Tory 
majority to 160. For some years back Mr. Green has 
officiated as Chairman of the Organising Committee of the 
S. L.A., and it was largely due to the exertions of this fighting 
committee that the Liberal Party in Scotland went into the 
late election so splendidly organised and with such trium-
phant results. When Lord Tweedmouth retired the Scottish 
Liberal Association paid Mr. Green a well-earned and well-
deserved compliment by electing him their chairman. 

AUTUMN MEETING AT PEEBLES. 

Taxation of Land Values—Small Holdings. 
The autumn meeting of the General Council of the 

Scottish Liberal Association was opened in the Chambers's 
Institute, Peebles, Thursday and Friday, 4th and 5th Oct. 
More than usual interest was taken in the gathering. Since 
the meeting held at Kirkcaldy last autumn the General 

Election has taken place, but there was no change in the 
character of the resolutions on the land question submitted. 
Of the 25 resolutions on the agenda, eight dealt with the 
Taxation of Land Values and the Small Holders' Bill now 
before Parliament. 

Mr. George Green, J.P., C.C., Chairman of the Scottish 
Liberal Association, presided over a meeting of some 250 
delegates. 

Provost Billantyne, Peebles, on behalf of the inhabitants, 
extended a welcome to the Scottish Liberal Association in 
its first visit to the town. 

The Chairman acknowledged the courtesy of the Provost, 
and mentioned that they had a record attendance at the 
Council, exceeding even that of Glasgow. It was thought 
fitting to meet in Peebles this year, because that constituency, 
as well as several neighbouring counties, had given at the 
last General Election a very much better account of them-
selves than usually they had done. 

The Chairman, setting an example of brevity, moved the 
first resolution with the one remark that its terms carried its 
own weight. The resolution expressed unabated confidence 
of the General Council in Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman 
and the Government, cordially welcomed the legislation 
which had been passed and inaugurated during the past 
session, and assured the Government of the hearty support 
of Scottish Liberals in passing those measures of reform 
which had been so long called for and urgently required by 
the nation. 

Sir Robert Pullar, following the Chairman's example, 
made no speech in seconding, and the resolution was there-
after adopted. 

Taxation of Land Values. 
Mr. Wm. D. Hamilton (Glasgow), on behalf of the 

Queen's Park (East Renfrewshire) Association, moved:— 
" T h a t this meeting, recognising the strong support 

accorded at the General Election to the demand for 
the taxation of land values, records with satisfaction the 
subsequent emphatic affirmation of the principle by 
the House of Commons on March 23rd last, recom-
mends that the principle be applied to rural as well as 
urban land, urges the Government to include a national 
tax on land values in the provisions of their next Budget, 
and declares that all feu duties and ground annuals 
should be made subject to the tax." 

Speaking in support of the resolution Mr. Hamilton ex-
plained it was the intention that Mr. Laidlaw, the East 
Renfrewshire representative in Parliament, should move the 
resolution, but he had written that he could not possibly be 
present, and that he fully endorsed every word of the 
resolution. He thought the resolution did not invite dis-
cussion, but took for granted that the meeting would pass it 
unanimously. He urged that the principle should be 
universally applied, and, if so, it was desirable that it should 
be initiated by a Budget provision. If land values were to 
be taxed every recipient ought to pay his proportionate 
share or manifestly some injustice would be done. They 
should not lend themselves to the contention that the 
Liberals were not serious in this matter. (Applause.) 

Mr John Paul, Glasgow, seconded. 
Mr. David M'Lardy, Glasgow, moved as an amendment 

to omit the reference in the last line of the resolution to feu 
duties and ground annuals. 

Mr. P. M. Martin, Partick, in seconding the amendment 
said he strongly approved of the proposal for a separate 
valuation of land from the buildings on it. He thought it 
was quite superfluous to discuss the attitude that should be 
taken up with regard to feu duties and ground annuals, and, 
in any case, they should wait till they saw the report of the 
Select Committee on the question. 

Ex-Bailie Burt, Glasgow, said he did not agree with Mr. 
Martin that they had not had time to discuss the question, 
because it had been for years now prominently before them. 
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He explained that in the proposed bill when land values were 
taxed, the occupier, or what they nominally called the owner, 
was to pay the tax first, and would have power to deduct from 
his superior the proportion of his tax equal to the proportion 
the feu duty or ground annual bore to the valuation. H e 
did not know what the Lord Advocate exactly meant by 
non-interference with existing contracts. If this question 
of non-interference with existing contracts was going to 
dominate the Liberal party, then he saw no chance of any 
progress. The whole progress of Liberal legislation was 
interference with existing contracts. The Crofter's Act and 
the Land Bill introduced by the Secretary for Scotland were 
interferences with existing contracts. They had to deal with 
this question on a moral ground, and not shut their eyes to 
the existing condition of things, and they must deal with it 
in a comprehensive and statesmanlike manner. Nothing 
was more simple in dealing with it than in the manner 
suggested by the bill. As far as the Valuation Acts of 
Scotland were concerned, provision originally was made that 
those feu duties should bear a share of the taxation, but 
contracts were put in by the landlords by which the vassal 
had to pay the taxation solely. 

On a vote being taken Mr. M'Lardy's amendment was 
defeated by a large majority, and the motion was adopted. 

F R I D A Y , 5 t h O C T O B E R , 1 0 A.M., 

The Delegates resumed consideration of the resoulations. 
Small Landholders' Bill. 

Lord Haddo opened a discussion on the Small Land-
holders' (Scotland) Bill. On behalf the East Aberdeenshire 
Association, he proposed a resolution " welcoming the 
introduction of the bill, and approving of the methods by 
which it was proposed to carry out the objects of the bill, 
and resolving to give the Government its hearty support." 
His Lordship, remaiking that he was a tenant-farmer and 
paid rent, spoke of the benefits conferred by the Crofters' 
Act and sketched the provisions of the new measure. Some 
landlords were against it ; they seemed to think that the 
Government wanted to dislodge them altogether. But if 
they had read the speech which the Secretary for Scotland 
delivered at Kelso they would see that he said the opposite. 
Mr. Sinclair wanted to retain the landlords because they 
were a useful part of the community. (A voice—" Question.") 
Some of them were. The Crofters' Act had worked 
excellently, and there was no reason why the principle 
should not be extended to the whole of Scotland. 

Mr. James Murray, M.P., in seconding, said there was no 
uncertain sound in his constituency (East Aberdeenshire) as 
to the timeliness of the proposed measure. Practically every 
section of those directly interested in agriculture—and they 
were the great majority—regarded it with the utmost 
friendliness. 

Opposition to Land Purchase. 
Ex-Bailie Peter Burt, Glasgow, moved an addition to the 

resolution " urging the Government to resist all attempts to 
embody in the Small Landlords' Bill any scheme of land 
purchase, or the creation of any vested interests whatever, 
other than those that might result from the tenant's own im-
provements." If this bill was going to do so much for the 
landlords, he was afraid, he said, it was not going to do so 
much for the tenant. One thing they ought to beware of in 
their land legislation, and that was the creation of any new-
privileged class. They all sympathised with crofters, agri-
cultural labourers, and any class in the community that had 
to earn their living by their own industry. At some early 
date they would have to settle with the landlord as to the 
value of the land and the rent to be paid, and they should 
take care not to create another class of landlords greater in 
number and who would fight as tenaciously for their 
privileges as the other class did. Therefore let them not 
confer any privileges on them that might have to be bought 
out at the expense of the whole community. They had got 
beyond a peasant proprietary. The rights to use land had 
nothing to do with the rights to own land. 

Mr. John Paul, Glasgow, seconded. 
After some considerable discussion, Mr. Edwin Adam 

(Edinburgh) pointed out that the amendment ought not to 
have been put against the motion, but as a separate resolu-
tion. The chairman agreed; the two proposals were put 
separately and unanimously adopted. 

T O M L . J O H N S O N ' S S U C C E S S . 

In acknowledging a news letter from the editor of Land 
Values, Tom. L. Johnson writes :— 

" I try to keep in touch with your movement by 
reading Land Values, and 1 am entirely in harmony 
with you in your methods. Your letter gives me such 
an insight into your work that I am about to have 
copies made to send to interested friends. The Street 
Railway fight here has reached an acute stage. In-
junction has followed injunction, but we kept right on 
granting new territory to the low fare road, putting 
down the rails and ordering equipment. We hope 
before the end of this month to have cars in operation. 
I believe the fight is almost won. It has been a long, 
hard struggle, extending over five years from the time 
I was elected. Of course, I know this does not settle 
anything fundamentally but it is a step in the right 
direction, and a fight that had to be made before we 
were in a position to take up broader questions that 
have to do with basic principles. 

" Hoping to be remembered kindly to the Henry 
George friends, and sending them my call that they 
keep up the good fight.—I am, Sincerely yours, 

T O M L . J O H N S O N . " 
Single Taxers everywhere show interest in Mr. Johnson's 

long struggle, and wish him well. It may not, as he puts 
it, settle anything fundamental, but it does settle one thing 
and that is that Tom L. Johnson, the friend and disciple of 
Henry George, has won fame in the United States and 
abroad as a capable and courageous municipal governor. 
He has purified democratic government and restored the 
public confidence in it. He has done this as an open and 
avowed single taxer, and thereby turned volumes of the 
best thought in our direction. In five years' strenous work 
as Mayor of Cleveland, Tom L. Johnson has rendered a great 
and enduring service to our movement. His Henry George 
friends on this side gladly join in wishing him well in all his 
gallant efforts towards the better day. 

H e l p t h e M o v e m e n t by 
C i r c u l a t i n g : i ts L i t e r a t u r e . 
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" Protection or Free Trade," 
By H E N R Y G E O R G E . 
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Parcels of 100 Copies, 3 5 - Carriage Forward. 
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5 / 6 Carriage Paid. 
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The Single Tax versus Social Democracy. 

We are indebted to the Twentieth Century Press, Limited, 
for a reproduction in pamphlet form of the debate between 
Henry George and H . M. Hyndman. We congratulate the 
publishers on the production of this pamphlet, and think it 
will prove useful to those who wish to know the exact 
difference between the views of representative Single Taxers 
and Socialists. We are not the less pleased because we 
have been often assured by our Socialist friends that Mr. 
George had not made a very good show in the debate, and 
because we find on perusal of the pamphlet that this is 
simply a repetition of the old tendency of mistaking 
prejudices for facts, and of the wish being father to the 
thought. 

So far as the Single Tax position is concerned, we feel it 
has nothing to fear from an impartial reading of the 
pamphlet, and we shall be pleased to recommend it on 
every available occasion. 

Perhaps, as Single Taxers and admirers of Henry George, 
we have something to complain about in the introduction 
to the pamphlet. This is written by Mr. H. M. Hyndman, 
and is naturally coloured by his prejudices, and a good deal 
might have been allowed for that. There is, however, one 
thing which we think is inexcusable, and that is where Mr. 
Hyndman allows his vanity to run riot with his judgment, 
and begins to patronise a man who was in no sense his 
inferior. 

This latter fault, of course, we do not attribute to his 
belief in Collectivism, but to his environment. When Mr. 
George sent his book to the late Duke of Argyll, he did so 
in the belief that the Duke was a man who had risen 
superior to his circumstances, and a similar belief is not 
unnatural in regard to Mr. Hyndman. But if such is 
expected the expectation will be doomed to woeful dis-
appointment. We have from Mr. Hyndman a parade of 
the same pedantry that we are accustomed to find from 
those who refer to " their college days at Cambridge." 

Mr. Hyndman should surely know by this time that the 
generation which has risen superior to creeds, superstitions, 
and vested interests is not likely to be influenced by the 
thin bluff of a University badge. 

This is how Mr. Hyndman speaks of Mr. George :— 
" I knew George well. When he and his family first came to 

this country they stayed for some weeks with my wife and myself. 
I then had numerous private conversations with him in which I 
learnt how strangely limited his capaciiy was. It amazed me to 
find that he was quite unable to see an inch beyond his land-
taxation theory. Capitalism and comp tition remained almost 
sacred for him. H e showed this, I think, most clearly in the 
discussion between us published in the Nineteenth Century. It 
was this also which so terribly misled him in after years, and 
brought him into political connections which his friends could not 
but deplore. H e was essentially a good, earnest, simple man, 
possessed of no profundity of thought, but with a delightful 
character, who was wholly unspoiled by his phenomenal literary 
success, and believed that he was working as effectively as he 
certainly was honestly for the benefit of his fellow-men." 

H e further informs us that Karl Marx, in talking to him 
of Mr. George's proposal, referred to it as " the Capitalist's 
last ditch." 

What nonsense from one who claims not to be simple-
minded. If Mr. George came to the Capitalists we can 
only say that the Capitalists received him not. 

But, perhaps, Mr. Hyndman misunderstood Karl Marx. 
If he will look up the last chapter of " Das. Capital " he will 
find that Mr. George's proposal is emphasised in the sto-y 
of Mr. Peel and the Swan River Colony. 

So much for the introduction, let us now turn to the 
debate. 

Take the following from Mr. George's first speech :— 
" Mr. Hyndman styles himself a Social Democra t : I a Single 

Tax man. Let me state why we have adopted that name and what 
we mean by it. Looking over the civilised world to-day, we see 
that labour nowhere gels its just dues. (Hear, hear.) We see 
there is everywhere a fringe of unemployed labour. We see all 
the phenomena that are called sometimes over-production and 
industrial depression ; we reject as superficial the theory that this 
is caused by there being too many people ; that this is caused by 

there not being enough work ; that this is caused by the multiplica-
tion of labour-saving machinery. We say that until human wants 
are satisfied there can be no such thing as over-production— 
(applause)—that until all have enough there is yet plenty of work. 
(Hear, hear.) We trace the cause of all these phenomena to one 
great fundamental wrong. We ask what work is, and we see 
what we call productive work is alteration in place or in form of 
the raw material of the universe that we call land. We see that 
man is a land an ima l ; that his very body comes from the land ; 
that all his productions consist in but the working up of the land ; 
and that land to him is absolutely necessary ; and we behold 
everywhere the phenomena of which I have spoken. W e see 
everywhere that this element, indispensable to all, has been made 
the property of some. (Hear, hear.) To that wrong we trace all 
the great social evils of which we complain to-day, and we propose 
to right them by going to the root and removing that wrong." 

Put against the above the following from Mr. Hyndman's 
last speech :— 

" The railways are now organised by directors on behalf of 
corporations which have neither souls to be damned nor bodies to 
be kicked ; we maintain that they should l.e organised under the 
whole community, which will then be a democratic industrial 
community, no longer dominated and dictated to, but able to turn 
out the present directors who trample upon them and to put 
in those whom they can control. (Cheers.) Then there are the 
mines, which at this present moment might just as well be organised 
by the workers, they themselves electing their own directors. 
(Hear, hear.) The same thing applies to the factories. To-day 
you have the most complete organisation of the workers in pro-
duction and the most terrible anarchy in exchange. We see boot 
manufacturers throwing out as many boots as they possibly can on 
the market for the sake of profit—not for use. (Hear, hear.) Then 
when they have in this way brought about a glut in the market, 
they throw the men out of employment, and you have men and 
women going without boots because, forsooth, there are too mar.y 
boots! (Loud applause.) There are men going hatless because 
there are too many hats, and coatless because there are too many 
coats. (Cheers.) We would restore by the co operation of all, in 
a State not dominated and dictated to by the capitalist and the 
landlord, but in an organised industrial community, order in place 
of this chaos which at the present moment is prevailing all over the 
civilised world." 

We should have been better pleased to take Mr. Hynd-
man's confession of faith from his first speech, but we are 
unable to find it there. What we do get is a negation of 
the importance of the land question, and we are pleased 
to notice that Mr. Hyndman—to use his own phrase—kicks 
himself downstairs in his last speech. When he comes to 
look for industries of any magnitude he is sent back to the 
land : to the mines and the railways. What is the value of 
the capital of a mine or railway compared with the value of 
the land? Besides the value of the capital is threatened by 
accidents, whereas the value of the land remains constant 
with the existence of the community. 

We are pleased to note further that Mr. Hyndman con-
fesses to a belief in the Over-Production theory, as we fancy 
he would have denied such a belief if we had accused him 
of holding it. 

We would call attention to Mr. Hyndman's statement 
that we have to-day " the most complete organisation of the 
workers in production, and the most terrible anarchy in 
exchange." We would point out that this is not an argument 
for altering the organisation of industry, but an argument 
for making provision that the wealth produced shall be 
distributed in a fairer way. 

When we seek to accomplish this we have no hesitation 
in putting our practical proposal in opposition to anything 
the Collectivist has to propose. 

We submit the following from Mr. George's second and 
third speeches :— 

" I do not take the same view of labour that our friends of the 
Social-Democratic f ederation do. They seem to have taken holus 
bolus the arguments of the old political economists who were writ-
ing for the purpose of proving that the poor you must always have 
with you. ( ' N o ! ' ) They seem to have accepted as a natural 
law that the actual wages of labour are merely what the labourer 
can subsist on. They seem to have given capital the first place in 
the order of production. Capital does not come first. Land and 
labour are the only two absolutely necessary factors to the produc-
tion of wealth. (Hear, hear.) Capital is the child of labour 
exerted upon land. (Cheers.) Give labour access to land and it 
will produce capital. Give labour access to land and the power of 
the capitalists to grind the masses must disappear. (Hear, hear.) 
What does that power come from ? Merely from the fact that men 
are unable to employ themselves upon the land, f t is the poverty 
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of the labourers, not the wealth of the capitalist, which is the evil 
to be removed. Mr . H y n d m a n quarrels with competit ion. (Hear , 
hear.) H e wants to abolish it, but to abolish competition would 
be to abolish freedom. (Loud applause and cries of ' No, no . ' ) 
H o w can you abolish competit ion except by saying to man, ' T h o u 
shalt n o t ' ? H o w can you abolish competition save by preventing 
men from doing what they have a perfect right to do—( ' No, n o , ' 
and hear , hear)—and what it is for the interest of the community 
tha t they should do ? " 

" The re is in capital no power to oppress labour ; capital is not 
the employer of l a b o u r ; labour is the employer of capital. 
(Applause.) That is the natural o r d e r ; labour came before capital 
could be ; it is labour produces capital ; there is no particle of 
capital that can properly be styled capital that labour has not been 
exerted to produce. (Hear , hear . ) Give labour land ; let it get it 
on equal terms ; secure to the labourer the reward of his exertions, 
and the distinction between the labourer and the capitalist will pass 
away. Wi th the increase in the wages of labour, if there be great 
organisations of capital they must necessarily be co-operative 
organisations in which labour shall have its full share and its full 
r igh t . " 

Compare with the foregoing the following from Mr. 
Hyndman's first and second speeches :— 

" W e say that competit ion for profit produces more degradation 
than any form of production the world has ever seen. H e leaves 
competit ion untouched. The labourer who goes to the factory or 
dockyard gates now begging for work would have to go to the 
factory gates under the same conditions if the Single Tax proposals 
were carried out. I maintain that the miserable wage-slaves would 
be in precisely the same state ten years hence after rent hod been 
confiscated as they are at the present moment , and that the only 
people who would benefit would be the Rothschilds, the Barings, 
the Chamberlains, the Mundellas, and such people who pile u p 
great fortunes out of the workers of to-day. (Applause.) Verv 
well ; that would be so, and I challenge contradiction upon it. I 
ask how can the Single Tax be a remedy ? Wha t is the reason of 
this terrible number of unemployed, and the existence of which we 
both deplore? Mr. George says it is on account of the land not 
being taxed. But mark here again, he does not propose to relieve 
the land of rent. H e simply proposes to transfer that rent to the 
State, and, therefore, the man who desires to go upon the land 
will have to go upon it with a deduction for the purpose of get t ing 
upon it precisely the same as he has to-day. H e does not propose 
to relieve him from rent , and I do not say that under competition 
it is just that he should. But how is the labourer to get at the 
l a n d ? " 

" T h e question is will Social-Democracy benefit the people? I 
am glad the word ' people ' has been used, because I maintain tha t 
it will benefit not merely the working classes but the capitalists and 
middle classes also, whose interest Mr. Georee , it appears to me, 
is so anxious to defend, and who form, I th ink, the majori ty of the 
audience here to-night. Even they would lie largely benefited, not 
bv the Single Tax which leaves them still competing with one an-
other for the wealth produced by the workers, but by the estab-
lishment of Social-Democracv, and by the amount of necessary 
labour growing less and less with every improvement in machinery, 
which would leave them abundant t ime to cultivate their menta l 
faculties and develop their phvsical powers without that hideous 
feeling that every advance they make is made at the expense of 
their fellow crea tures ." 

From the foregoing we see Mr. Hyndman condemns the 
Single Tax because it would benefit the capitalist. In his 
next speech he tells the capitalists they would not be 
benefitted by the Single Tax, which would really leave them 
as poor as ever, and if they really wish redress for their 
wrongs thev will have to adopt Social-Democracy. 

The following will give an idea of Mr. Hyndman's 
constructive schemes :— 

" Well , by way of palliatives to the existing evils we would 
shorten the hours of labour by law in every employment where it 
is possible to do so. On the railways and tramways and in all 
Government depar tments eight hours might be made the normal 
working day, which would f i v e the people more leisure to com-
bine, think, and understand how it is they are expropriated at the 
present time. W e would have free education and free meals in 
our schools in order that every child might be educated—not 
merely instructed in the three R's , but educated—and in order 
that their physical condition might rise to the level of their educa-
tion. (Loud applause.) Then as the proper housing of the people 
is of the greatest importance, we would have heal thy buildings 
erected by the communes, municipalities and county councils, to be 
let a t rents to cover the cost of construction and maintenance alone. 
(Cheers ) Fur ther , we would take this unemployed labour of the 
of the working classes and organise it under State and communal 
effort ." 

We have only one objection to these palliatives, and that 
is that thev do not palliate. 

All of them have been tried somewhere or another, and 
they have done nothing to solve the poverty problem. 

Perhaps the best proposal of the lot is the feeding of the 
school children. But this is not a Collectivist palliative, it 
falls under the category of problems which men like Cobden 
and Mill held to be more physical than economic. It 
should not be forgotten, however, that any palliative of this 
kind will under present conditions shew itself in reduced 
wages. Let Mr. Hyndman appeal to his " Iron Law of 
Wages," and then tell us how the feeding of school children 
will do anything to eliminate poverty. If wages must fall 
to subsistence point, this palliative, by relieving the parent 
of the necessity of feeding the children, will provide the 
opportunity of reducing his wages. 

Of the others, they will all follow from the taxation of 
land values. Men will not require the State to shorten 
their hours when they are free to do that for themselves. 
If we destroy the speculative value in land, men will get 
work at building houses, and they will be enabled to occupy 
better houses. Under such a condition houses will not be 
built at famine prices as at present, but at a rate to 
remunerate labour and capital, and only the monopolist 
will suffer. Raise the status of the labourer, and he will 
refuse your State charity as readily as he refuses private 
charity. We will not require to organise the unemployed 
when we get land forced into use by means of the taxation 
of land values. If land be forced to its best use the dis-
organisation of industry will disappear. The man who 
organises industry has to meet all the charges—rent, wages, 
etc. If he is forced to pay an excessive amount in rent, he 
is forced to seek relief in the amount he pays in wages. 
But his acceptance of the excessive price for land only 
tempts the owner to bleed him further. Wages fall as far 
as they possibly can fall, and if the landowner still persists 
industry is disorganised. 

All this is being felt to-day, although Mr. Hyndman 
assures us that " Progress and Poverty " is almost a dead 
book. If it is, one wonders what kind of book a live one 
would be. No book of the kind has been and is more in 
demand in Great Britain and in many other lands. Since 
its advent twenty-six years ago a conservative estimate is 
that, embracing all forms and languages, more than two 
million copies of " Progress and Poverty " have been Drinted 
to date, and with the other books written by Henry George, 
which might be called " The Progress and Poverty Litera-
ture," it is estimated that some five million copies have 
been published. The doctrines of the book have almost a 
monopoly in political thought to-day, and it can be truly 
said of Henry George that " he being dead yet speaketh." 

In conclusion, we would recommend the pamphlet to 
every student of political economv and every enquirer 
regarding social problems. Single Taxers should provide 
themselves with copies and otherwise promote the sale of 
the pamphlet as a piece of good propaganda for their side 
of the question. 

W . R E I D . 

1Rews of tbc Movement. 
EASTBOURNE ADOPTS THE RATING OF 

New Zealand. L A N D V A L U F S A C T . — A poll of the 
ratepayers of Eastbourne was taken 

yesterday on the question of rating unimproved value. The 
ratepayers signified their approval of the method of rating 
proposed, for out of a total of 102 recorded votes, 78 were 
for the proposal, and 24 against. The voting at the two 
booths—city and borough—were as follows :— 

For. Against . 
City, 39 21 
Eastbourne, 39 3 

Totals 78 24 
The City of Wellington and all adjacent boroughs now 

rate unimproved values. — N.Z. Times, Wellington, 9th 
August, 1906. 



December, t9o6. Land Values. 127 

John Colder & Co, 
Printers, Lithographers, Commercial, 

Law, and Export Stationers, . . . 

126 Rerifield Street, . . . . 
G L A S G O W . 

9 P B C X J % X , X T X B 8 . 

Church Reports, 
Friendly Societies' 

Reports, 
Balance Sheets, 
Rule Books, 
Programmes, 

s 

Tickets, 
Ball Programmes 
Visiting Cards, 
Menu Cards, 
Posters, Handbllh, 
&c., etc., &c. 

ESTIMATES given for all Classes of Work 
T e l e p h o n e M o . 3 2 7 3 , 

C o r p o r a t i o n T e l e p h o n e N o . 3 2 7 3 . 

1*EW LEAFLETS. 
Taxation of Land Values—What i t would do; 

What i t has done in Australia and New 
Zealand. 4 pp. leaflet (small size), No. 31 ; Price 
3/9 per 1000. 

"Lower Rents, Lower Rates, Housing- and Em-
ployment." 2 pp. leaflet, No. 32 ; Price 3/- per 
1000. 

"The Royalty Question.—Landlord Exactions and 
Workers' Wages." 2 pp. leaflet, No. 3 3 ; Price 
3/- per 1000. 

"Taxat ion of Land Values.—Explanatory, and 
showing where i t is in operation." 4 pp. leaflet, 
No. 34 ; Price 4/6 per 1000. 

" The Unemployed and the Land Question." 2 pp. 
leaflet; Price 6d. per 100. 

"The Government and the Unemployed." 4 pp. 
leaflet. Price 1/- per roo. 

Send for Sample Copies to " Land Values " Offices. 

The Single Tax Review. 
A 64-Page Quarterly Record of the Progress of the Single Tax 
and Tax Reform throughout the World. 

Subscription—Price $1'00 a Year. 
11 F R A N K F O R T S T R E E T , N E W YORK C I T Y , U . S . A . 

With every T W O New Subscribers (not Itenewals) a Copy of "Progress and 
Poverty " ( the Doubleday-Page Edit ion, bound in Cloth and publ ished for 1 dol. 
will be sent poet-paid. Every Single Taxer should be able to get two Subscribers 
and til as secure for himself a oopy of the great work of the master . 

TO ADVERTISERS. 
We have NO W A S T E COPIES. All our " r e t u r n s " are 

regularly distributed at Political, Literary, Social Reform, and 
other Public Meetings. "LAND VALUES" finds a place in the 
Public Libraries and Reading Rooms, and in Social and Reform 
circles in the cities and towns throughout Britain, in all British 
Colonies, and in the United States of America. 

Works of Henry George 
NEW LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE 

INCLUDING T H E 

LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE 
By HENRY GEORGE, J r . 

J u s t P u b l i s h e d , in ten volumes, 12mo., handsomely bound 
in buckram, with gilt tops, untrimmed edges, etc. It contains a full 
set of portraits, and is in all respects equal to the well-known 
M E M O R I A L E D I T I O N , issued in 1898, which is now out of print, 
and which sold for £ 5 5s. per set. 

What Tom L. Johnson says to the 
Publishers :— 

" G E N T L E M E N , 

" I wish to congratulate you on bringing out a new 
library edition of the Works of Henry George. The day is not far 
distant when the professional or business man who does not under-
stand the philosophy of Henry George will stand discredited in any 
intelligent community. 

" A knowledge of this philosophy will broaden and strengthen 
any man, morally and intellectually; will make him a more public 
spirited citizen, and better equip him for the activities of business and 
professional life. I t will give him a clearer comprehension of his 
duties to his fellow man, to the State, and to the Great Ruler of 
the Universe; lifting him immeasurably nbove the plane of vanity, 
sordidness and selfishness which now seems to be the chief end of 
man. 

" I hope and believe that your enterprise will be a success beyond 
your most sanguine expectations. 

" Very truly yours, 
" T O M L. J O H N S O N . " 

LIST OF THE VOLUMES: 
Volume I. Progress and Poverty. 
Volume II . Social Problems. 
Volume I I I . The Land Question. 

This volume contains three short works : (1) a brochure of 
seventeen short chapters and entitled " The Land Question ; " 
(2) " Property in Land," a passage-at-arms with the Duke of 
Argyle; (3) " T h e Condition of Labour," an open letter to 
Pope Leo XI I I . , in reply to the Pope's encyclical letter on 
" the condition of labour." 

Volume IV. Protection or Free Trade. 
Volume V. A Perplexed Philosopher. 
Volumes VI. and VII. The Science of Political 

Economy. 
Volume VIII . Our Land and Land Policy. 

This volume contains, besides selected speeches, lecture, 
and miscellaneous writings, the pamphlet which, first published 
in 1871, was the forerunner of " Progress and Poverty " eighl 
years later. 

Volumes IX. and X. The Life of Henry George. 

T e r m s o f P u r c h a s e . 
This handsome Set of Books, of uniform size 

and boxed, for £ 3 15s. cash wi th order, or £ 4 
payable in monthly instalments of 8 / - per 
month. 

" Land Values" Publishing Offices. 

13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW. 
376-7 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 
2 DARLEY STREET, BRADFORD. 



i 

I 

i t r ' II-

r M 

I 
III 
3 Ml 

I I 
„ IffiTr 

1. 

jif 

i f l 

B 

I 
tf m 

• lb 

l i i i < RHM. 
if 

I [j i 

| I 1 
f f l 

1 
I 

s 1 

I 20 Land Values. November, 1906. 

I5DALE & M'CALLUM'S 
Prize Medal SOAPS 

I S D A L E & FVL 9 C A L L U M S 
SCOTLAND YET 

p r i z e M e d a l S o a p s , 

"She ca.11 wasii and acour. '—Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
"Wrapped in Sweet clothes."—The Taming of the Shrnt, 

I S D A L E & M 'CALLUM'S 
SOAPS 

Have been famed for upwards of a QUARTER OF A CENTURV 
for their EXCELLENCE and PURITY. The continuous 
growth in the volume of their trade during that period is ft 
convincing proof of their 

S U P E R I O R Q U A L I T Y . 

3 6 0 P A G E S . 
L A R G E P R I N T . 

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE. 
BY 

H E N R Y G E O R G E . 
" Singularly clear and successful . . . . in bringing to light the 

fallacies that lurk under more than one popular cry."—Athenaum. 

SPECIAL REPRINT. AUTHORISED EDITION. 
H A L F - P R I C E , 6d. H A L F - P R I C E . 

Special Terms for Quantities. 

Good News from New Zealand. 
The Auckland Liberator gives news every month of the progress 

of Land Reform in New Zealand. No Reformer should be without 
It. Taxation of Land Values continues to be adopted by Districts 
in all parts of the Colony. 

Send 1/6 to F. M. K I N G , >L"BRT STREET, AUCKLAND, NEW 
ZEALAND, »nd receive this b rgh t little Taper, Post Free, for 
one year. 

PROGRESS IN GERMANY. 
The."DEUTSCHE VOLKSTIMME," Organ of the 

" League of German Land Reformers," published 
twice a month. Edited by Adolf Damaschke, 
Berlin N. W.23 Lessingstr. 11. 

S u b s c r i p t i o n Pr ice , 6/- p e r A n n u m . 

Great progress having been made in Germany of late years in reform-
ing the laws of land tenure and taxation, this journal offers valuable 
information to all who seek to obtain facts and precedents for such 
measure as tend to further the cause of land reform. 

BOOKS for STUDENTS OF THE LAND QUESTION. 
To be h a d f r o m 

LAND VALUES PUBLICATION DEPARTMENTS, 

13 Dundas Street , Glasgow; 

376-77 Strand, London, W.C.j 2 Darley Street , Bradford, 

At the following Speeial Prices, including Postage :— 

"Progress and Poverty," by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1/6; Paper, 1/. 

"Social Problems," by Henry George. Red Cloth, 1 /6; 
Paper, 1/. 

" Protection or Free Trade," by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1 /6; Paper, 9d. 

" T h e Condition of Labour," by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1/-; Paper, 6(1. 

" A Perplexed Philosopher," by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1 /6; Paper, 1/. 

The five above Works in Red Cloth, 5/6, Post Free. 
An admirable gift for Club Libraries. 

"The Science of Political Economy," by Hemy 
George. Library Edition, 6/. 

"The Land Question," by Henry George. Paper 
Covers, 4d. 

"The Peer and the Prophet," Controversy between the 
Duke of Argyll and Henry George. Paper, 7d. 

"Life Of Henry George," by his Son. Library 
Edition, 6/. 

"Six Centuries of Work and Wages," History of 
English Labour, by J. E. Thorold Rogers, Library 
[10/6] Edition, 5/. 

"Toward the Light," Elementary Studies in Ethics and 
Economics, by Lewis H. Berens, 2/6. 

"The Story of my Dictatorship," a Vade Mecum on 
the Land Question, Original Edition, 2/4. 

"The Land and the Community," by the Rev. S. W. 
Thackeray, M.A., 3/9. 

"Fields, Factories, and Workshops," by P. Kropotkin, 
New Editions, Paper, 9 d ; Cloth, 1/3. 

"Japanese Notions of European Political Econ-
omy," Post Free, 6d. 

"The Single Tax," Outlines of Lectures, with Coloured 
Charts, by Louis Post, 1/. 

"Ear th for all Calendar," by Ernest Crosby, Paper, 1/-; 
Cloth, 2/. 

The abeve Prices include Postage. 

Pamphlets on the Land Question and the Taxation 
of Land Values, by Henry George and others, I d ; 
Post Free, 8d. per Dozen. 

Special Terms for Quantities of not less than 100. 

Sample Parcel containing 24 Assorted Pamphlets and 
Leaflets for 2/. 

Leaflets for distribution at Meetings, 1/ per 100. 

Help the Movement by circulating the Literature 

Published for the Proprietors by JOHN PAUL, 13 LMiudas Street, Glasgow. 
Publishing Offices, IS Dundan Street, Glasgow ; S76-7 Strand, London, 
W.C. ; 2 Dsrley Street, Bradford; and Printed by John Cai.der & Co., 12« 
Ben field Sfc*et, Konmbtr, 1906 

I—. 



LAND VALUES. 
The Monthly Journal of the Movement 
For the Taxation of Land Values. . . 

Thirteenth Year—No. 151. DECEMBER, 1906. Price, i d . ; by Post, i£d. 

fOlIN PAUL, Editor. 

Receipt of a Free Copy of LAND VALVES 
is an invitation to become a Subscriber. 

Va luab le Imperial evidence in favour of the prin-
ciple of the t axa t ion of unimproved land in this 
country is contained in a Par l iamentary Blue-book 
published to-night, which consists of reports on the 
effect of such taxa t ion in South Austral ia, New South 
Wales, and New Zealand, sent at the request of the 
Earl of Elgin. T h e exper ience of all three countries 
is qui te similar. T h e building t rade has been affected 
beneficially in each case. La rge areas of country lands 
have been forced on to the marke t which would other-
wise have been allowed to remain idle, and in this way, 
the producing interests of the countries have been 
benefited and land monopolies have been broken up, 
and improved condi t ions of se t t lement obtained with 
advan tage to all concerned. T h e rapid rebuilding of 
the city of Well ington (New Zealand) is largely attri-
butable to the taxa t ion and ra t ing on land values, says 
the Commissoner of T a x e s there, so t ha t the supply 
of building materials could not at t imes keep pace 

with the demand .—Daily Record and Mail, 17/11/06. * » * 

QUESTIONS ASKED IN THE H O U S E OF C O M M O N S . — O n 
Thursday, November 22nd, Mr. Philip Snowden, Member 
for Blackburn, asked the Prime Minister, " Whether he has 
seen the Report of Mr. P. Heyes, Commissioner of Taxes 
for New Zealand, in which he states that the effect of bas-
ing rates on the unimproved land value has been to greatly 
stimulate the building trade in that Colony by forcing land 
to be put to the best use; and whether, in view of the 
depressed state of the building trade in this country, he will 
introduce legislation here on similar lines at an early date." 

To which Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman replied, " Yes, 
sir. The "Report has been brought to my notice, and I 
quite appreciate its importance. But all I can say at 
the moment is that the whole question is being carefully 
considered by the Government." 

* • • 

Well, we only hope the Government will not consider too 
long. [Ed. Land Values.] 

* * » 

For this great reform, we may hope, the country will 
have to wait only a few months longer.—Tribune, 7/11/06. 

VALUE OF CITY L A N D S . — A t the Auction Mart, 3 esterday, 
Messrs. Edwin Fix & Bousfield let on a building lease for 
80 years, the site of Nos. 7 and 8 Poultry, extending through 
into Bucklesbury, with a frontage to each thoroughfare of 
over 30 feet, and covering the superficial area of nearly 
2 700 feet, at a ground rent of £2,000 a year. This repre-
sents at 30 years purchase a capital value for the freehold of 
£ 6 0 000 —Extract from The Times, 8th November, 1906. 

As an instance of the rise in the value of site values in 
the West-End I may mention that No. 3 Hamilton Place, 
formerly occupied by the Dowager Marchioness of London-
derry, has had its ground rent raised from ^ 1 2 5 to ^ 8 5 0 . 
The new lessee has not only to j ay .£850 ground rent, but 
he had to surrender three years of the old lease, pay £g,6oo 
in fines, and spend large sums on the house. As his lease 
is only for 63 years, he will have to get an enormous rent 
for the mansion. Its rental value is estimated at .£1,430 
per annum, the income of an Under Secretary.—London 
Correspondent of Belfast News Letter, 22/10/06. 

« • » 

The Allotments and Small Holdings Association call 
attention to a recent instance of the way in which existing 
allotments legislation works—or rather, does not work ! 
The Wallasey Council have bought, for ^ 4 8 0 an acre, four 
acres at Liscard, to take the place of the present allotments, 
which may be required for building purposes. The purchase 
is made subject to the Council obtaining the consent of the 
Local Government Board to the needful loan. This lias 
been refused on a previous occasion, and, judging by the 
hostile tone of the inspector, it is very doubtful whether it 
will be given this time. One objection he made was that 
fowls were kept on one of the existing allotments, and the 
Act contained no provision respecting these birds ; also that 
some of the holders did not come within the definition of 
labourers. Hoecfabula docet—but we leave the moral to be 
found by those who think that the taxation of land values 
is too simple a remedy, and that what we want is more 
" inspectors." 

• * # 

T H E LAND T E N U R E B I L L . — T h e c a s e o f t h e s m a l l h o l d e r 
is infinitely more clamant than that of the tenant whose 
improvements were the landlord's increment, and whose 
crops rendered lithe to the landlord's pheasants without 
compensation. The landlords will have to recognise the 
fact that the supreme destiny of the land is to be used, at>d 
that the nation cannot on their account continue the double 
waste of millions of half-cultivated and idle acres and tens 
of thousands of workless, land-hungry men. Nor can 
statesmen overlook the fact that while our people are still 
housed in insanitary and grossly overcrowded tenements the 
great building trade languishes for lack of land on which 
houses may be built. It is with the double object of securing 
a fuller use of land and relieving industry from taxation that 
bills for the taxation of land values must be pressed.— 
London Daily News, 13/11/06. 

* • • 

Extract from October number of "Nineteenth Century" 
Article on " T h e Awakening of China." Part of placard 
posted up in the Province of HUNAN. (Written by Chinese 
educated official for Chinese readers) :— 

" I will ask you, gentle readers, to consider this 
point. At the present moment we have clothes to 
wear, we have food to eat, we have money to spend, we 
have houses to live in. Where do all these come from? 
Our parents can only give us the bodies we are born 
with. They cannot cut off their flesh to feed us. Our 
little bit of land is all we have got. The food we eat, 
the clothes we wear, the money we spend, the houses 
we live in all depend upon that. If we had not got 
this land we should all perish utterly. Our bit of land 
therefore is even more important to us than our own 
parents. . . . The special purpose of the foreigners 
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in coming to China is to seek out land. It is only land 
they want. When once the land has passed into their 
hands, they will have all power and control." 

Men who can write like this, whether Englishmen or 
Chinamen, are indeed waking up. J. T. 

* • • 

An English correspondent writes, in sending his subscrip-
tion to the English League :—" May I venture to say that 
the simpler you make your paper, the better chance you 
have of educating us on this important matter." We are 
always open to suggestions as to how the paper can best 
serve its purpose, and our able writers on the editorial 
staff are hereby instructed to consider again how best to 
state the case with a view to reaching out to a larger and 
more enlightened public. 

* * * 

A Belfast correspondent writes " T h e last two numbers 
of Land Values seemed to me to be particularly good. 
Two leading Literary Societies here are taking the taxation 
of land values as a subject for discussion. Mr. Alex. 
Bowman, of Belfast, lectured last month to a local society on 
the question." 

•» • * 

In sending six subscriptions, George Brown, South 
Australia, writes :—" Accept my heartiest congratulations on 
the splendid work you are and have been doing, not only 
for Great Britain, but for the whole world." 

* » # 

" The main difference between Socialism and other 
non-Socialistic methods of Social Reform will be found 
to be that, while the former condemns competition, as 
such, the latter condemns the one-sided and inequitable 
conditions under which competition is now carried on, 
and looks forward to the removal of these unjust 
conditions and the establishment of a really free and 
equal system of competition—the possibility of which 
Socialism denies—as the cure for the fundamental 
injustice of modern societies." 

" To the creation of legal privileges, especially to the 
privilege of private ownership of the only source of 
wealth, the land upon and from which all men must 
live, must, therefore, be traced the industrial and social 
injustice which disfigures our civilisation, and not, as 
Socialism puts it, to the private ownership of real 
capital and the private conduct of non-privileged 
industries." 

* * # 

The above two quotations suffice to give some insight 
into the tone and teachings of Max Hirsch's great work 
" Democracy versus Socialism," a limited number of which, 
thanks to the generous co-operation of the author, we are 

now enabled to offer our readers at half price—5/6 post 
free ; see our advertising columns. 

Whilst frankly and fully recognising " the high ability, 
character and attainments" of those to whom Socialism owes 
its main development and progress, the deep debt which 
social and economic science owes to their unselfish labours, 
as well as the enthusiasm and self-sacrificing devotion which 
characterises so many of its adherents, Max Hirsch 
subjects the doctrines of Socialism to a searching and 
thorough criticism, carried out, however, in a scrupulously 
fair manner, which should go far to commend his book even 
to those who may differ from his conclusions. 

In short, to quote the review of the book that appeared 
in The New Age :— 

" Mr. Hirsch's book is one for the thinker rather than 
for the partizan; for it appeals to our reason rather 
than to our emotions." 

It is, in truth, a book we would earnestly recommend 
every earnest student of social problems to add to his 
library. Those of our readers who are interested in Club or 
other Public Libraries would do well to see that their 
Librarian takes advantage of this special offer. 

» • * 

The Anti-Taxation of Land Values League complains of 
the expense to the ratepayers of Glasgow in connection with 
the work of the Corporation in promoting the Bill for the 
Taxation of Land Values, and urges the need of a public 
auditor, who would, of course, surcharge the members of 
the Council with such unnecessary expense! 

• * * 

But it is just possible that a public auditor of the Cor-
poration's accounts might bring in a different repoit showing 
the great and crying need there is for the taxation of land 
values. Already a public auditor has done so. Bourne-
mouth enjoys such a privilege; its accounts are audited by 
a Local Government Board auditor, Mr. Rowland Estcourt, 
and this is what he says (Municipal Journal, 19/10/06) 
alluding to the debt proper incurred in carrying out the 
requirements of public Acts of Parliament, and amounting 
at present to ,£385,148, necessitating an annual charge on 
the rates of .£26,855 :— 

" Against this large liability there remains to the 
ratepayers only such altruistic assets as can be derived 
from contemplating the beautification and improvement 
of other people's property, the whole material value of 
the outlay—originally amounting to ,£575,426—having 
been absorbed by the owners of the real estate of the 
borough, a fact which is immediately obvious in the 
enormous increase which has taken place in land 
values in and around Bournemouth concurrently with 
your expenditure—an increase so great that had 
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the owners shouldered the whole of that debt 
i t would have proved a highly profitable 
investment for them." 

* * * 

The Special Literature Fund Appeal appears this 
month for the last time. Needless to say we sincerely trust 
that the response to it will be worthy of its cause. Moreover, we 
would draw our readers' attention to the fact that as we have 
now so many branch Leagues and active co workers in 
different parts of the country, all of whom push our 
Literature, as one of the best services they can possibly 
render our movement, the valuable books this Fund will 
make available will not be allowed to rust for long on our 
shelves, but will soon be actively circulated throughout the 
country. 

» * * 

Our readers will be pleased to learn that the response to 
our " Special Literature Fund Appeal" has already been 
such as to justify the Administrators to order our special 
popular edition of " The Story of my Dictatorship," which 
will be ready for publication early in December. The book 
will be issued in strong Green Paper Covers at 6d. nett.; 
and in Green Cloth at 1/- nett. Sample copies will be sent 
from any of our offices, post free at the published price. * # • 

We are also now prepared to book Trade orders at the 
following prices, cash with order or on delivery:— 

6d. Edition—4/6 per doz. (13/12) Carriage Paid. 
1 /- 9/- 11 (13/12) " 

Or, to encourage larger orders, a t :— 
6d, Edition—30/- per 100. Carriage Paid. 
1/- 11 60/- n 11 

* * * 

We confidently rely on our readers cordially and actively 
co-operating with us to promote the sate and the circulation 
of this bright and convincing little book. Once introduced, 
it will make its own way, and will make more converts than 
hours of discussion. Everybody can do something, every 
" Single Taxer" will do something, to pave the way for its 
introduction. 

* * * 

W H A T CAN I DO? Why, provide yourself with a few 
copies, and show them or sell them to your friends. Or, 
what is even better, get your bookseller or newsagent, from 
whom you get your daily paper, to order at least a sample 
dozen from his wholesale agent. Any of them will gladly 
do so, if only you will guarantee him against loss on his first 
order, or will undertake to release him of any copies 
remaining from his first order at the end of three months. 
The risk to you is next to nothing; but it will help, aye, 
even more than you imagine. 

PRICE, ONE SHILLING NET. 
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THE HENRY GEORGE ANNIVERSARY 
IN AUSTRALIA. 

SPEECH BY THE PREMIER OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The members of the New South Wales Single Tax 
League met to celebrate the anniversary of Henry George's 
birth in the Sargent's Banquet Hall, Sydney, 4th September. 
There was a dinner to begin with, and afterwards a more 
public meeting. Mr. J. R. Firth presided at both gatherings. 

The speech of the evening (reports the Sydney Daily 
Telegraph) was, of course, that of Mr. Carruthers. He had 
hurried away from Parliament to meet the engagement, and 
said he " thought his audience would pardon him if he con-
fined himself to saying a few words of good cheer to them 
in the battle that they were engaged in, and were likely to 
be engaged in for many years—the battle of advocating the 
principles of land value taxation. (Cheers). A speech 
which he had delivered a couple of years ago, he said, clearly 
indicated the attitude he had always taken with regard to 
Henry George and his teachings. 

" I know," Mr. Carruthers continued, " that the expression 
'single taxer' is one that to many people carries with it 
something of an obnoxious character, and especially when 
we find that in the name of single tax there are so many 
things proposed to be done. I don't wonder that it is at 
times an unpopular cry on account of the mistakes which are 
associated with it in the minds of people." 

As an example of his meaning, the Premier quoted the 
proposal of the Federal Labour Party for a progressive land 
tax in connection with Commonwealth taxation. " There 
is," he said, " nothing more calculated to mislead the people, 
who imagine that a progressive land tax based upon unim-
proved land value is part and parcel of the teachings of 
Henry George, or of a system of honest reform." Therefore, 
he argued, it was necessary for the Single Tax League to 
make it clear to the people what was really understood by 
the doctrines they held, and which they desired to see 
brought into practice as the national taxation of the people. 

" I live now in the arena of performances," declared the 
Premier, " and I think I can safely claim that, having had 
the opportunity come to me to put into practice something 
that I believed in, I am not letting that opportunity go by 
without some performances. I am perfectly well aware that 
when I leave office I shall be open to the charge of not hav-
ing given full effect to all my political doctrines. I do not 
suppose they will let me stop long enough to do it. But if 
I can claim that I have gone one step, and the country has 
gone with me, I can claim to have done something." That 
something, he then explained, was the establishment of a 
system of local government throughout a vast area of New 
South Wales—-an area so vast as to make that which had 
previously been under local government quite insignificant, 
and the government had made the principle of rating of un-
improved land value the basis of it. When this came into 
operation, and the people saw the benefits to be derived 
from it, there would be less reason, he thought, for the asso-
ciation to do propaganda work, for the system would be 
eloquent in favour of itself. Had they established a system 
of local self-government throughout the rural districts they 
would have had to court unpopularity, which would perhaps 
have stopped it being put into operation. 

" What this country wants "—continued the Premier— 
" is that the lands shall be improved; in other words, that 
they shall be used in the sense that they shall become more 
valuable by reason of their greater production." He 
regretted that he could not see that the same basis which 
had been adopted for the establishment of local government 
would apply to the local Government extension ; but it was 
far harder to write on a slate that was not clean than on one 
that was. Local government had been fairly successful so 
far as regards municipal government; they had to substitute 
a sound for an unsound system. The measure now before 

the Assembly was one that provided for an option in the 
system of taxation in municipalities, and by the figures which 
had been collected it was made clear to a large majority of 
the municipalities that it would be to their advantage to 
accept the option of the taxation of unimproved values, and 
the difficulties of the minority could be overcome in the 
near future. So those two things might be pointed to as 
works of actual achievement. Taking the financial aspect 
of the local government question, he said that payment for 
services rendered should not be confused with payment for 
the machinery of Government, and when they looked at 
these things they would find that they were half-way to the 
goal for which they were striving. He had never gone back 
on his admiration and appreciation of Henry George and 
his teachings. The work the Single Tax League had to do 
was largely one of the advocating its views, educating the 
people, and bringing about the adoption of its views. " We 
have done much," he declared, " and the advance which 
has been shown is materially one of which the advocates of 
land value taxation should be proud." 

Referring to land settlement at a latter stage of his speech, 
Mr. Carruthers said that during the last year there had been 
larger areas of land thrown open by the State and by 
private owners than there had been for 20 years past. Sub-
division of land by the State and by private owners was 
going on apace. 

In conclusion Mr. Carruthers said :—" The task which is 
before you is the same that was before Henry George, and 
the same that will be before others, 20, 50, or 100 years 
hence—that is the task of education, the task of paving the 
way so that every step in the road is paved, and may be 
taken with security and safety, and you have to congratulate 
yourselves that where the principles were unpopular years 
ago they are now being accepted with acclamation. That 
should be an encouragement to you to continue the work of 
education as you have done in the past, finding day by day 
more achievement and a brighter prospect ahead. It has 
been said that in dealing with local government the State 
should have abolished the land tax. It is not proposed to 
do that, but it is proposed to keep it in suspension. The 
machinery will be kept and the law remain intact, but the 
arrangement is made, as an encouragement to the local 
governing bodies, that when they make the tax a penny in 
the jQ the penny in the £ collected by the State will be sus-
pended. If they only go to one half-penny in the £ the 
State tax will remain. I should have opposed any scheme 
which would have undone the work that was done with so 
much difficulty, and with so much struggling, when', Mr. 
Reid introduced the land tax. I am doing my best, step by 
step, to embody those sound principles upon the Statute-
book of the State." 
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Scottish Hotes anfc IRews. 
[Sco t t i sh r e a d e r s of Land Valuts a r e inv i ted t o send news for th is 

c o l u m n . R e p o r t s of m e e t i n g s , or a n y r e f e r e n c e by pub l i c m e n , or 
p u b l i c bod ies , t o the l a n d ques t ion , or t h e t a x a t i o n of l and values 
will be a p p r e c i a t e d . ! 

G L A S G O W N O V E M B E R M U N I C I P A L E L E C T I O N S . — T h i r t e e n 
out of the 26 wards were contested by 36 candidates. Each 
of the candidates received a copy of a circular letter from 
the Secretary of the League in the following terms :— 

" As you are no doubt aware the Glasgow people have for 
a number of years now taken a keen interest in the question 
of the Taxation of Land Values, and, that the City Corpora-
tion have taken a leading part in the municipal movement 
for this policy. Our League exists for the purpose of pro 
moting it, and I enclose you suitable leaflets published in 
the course of our educational efforts, which, I trust, will 
have your consideration. 

" The Executive of the League would ask you to consider 
the following questions, to which they respectfully solicit an 
answer:— 

" ( 0 D o you agree that the taxation of land values is 
needed with a view to the breaking up of land 
monopoly, thereby opening up the way to the solu-
tion of the housing and unemployed problem ? 

" (2) If elected, would you vote for, and uphold the policy 
of the Corporation in pressing upon the Government 
and the public the urgency of this policy ? " * * * 

Twenty-seven of the 36 candidates were for the taxation 
of land values, sending readily most favourable replies to 
the League's questions. There were 15 vacancies to fill 
and 11 of these are now occupied by supporters of our 
policy. The Glasgow Town Council maintains its over-
whelming majority in favour of this Radical change in the 
incidence of local taxation. 

* # * 

At a meeting of the Town Council, 1/11/06, Councillor 
W. F. Russell moved that that portion of the minute of the 
Finance Committee which recommended that the Council 
should write off the sum of .£2,457, spent in promoting the 
Land Values (Taxation) Scotland Bill, should be taken back. 
Mr. Bruce Murray seconded. After a lengthy discussion, 
45 voted for the minutes and 9 for the amendment by 
Councillor Russell. 

• t # 

The question again came up for discussion at the Council 
meeting of 15/11/06, when Mr. Gray moved the approval of 
the minutes of the Special Committee on the Taxation of 
Land Values, which recommended that Mr. W. F. Anderson 
and Mr. M'Millan be asked to give evidence as Corporation 
witnesses in support of the Taxation of Land Values Bill 

before the Select Committee of the House of Commons. 
Mr. John C. King moved—" That before Councillors W. 
F. Anderson and M'Millan be sent to London to give 
evidence in support of the Land Values Taxation Bill, their 
proposed evidence be printed and circulated amongst the 
members of this Corporation." In support of his amend-
ment, Mr. King said—As the evidence proposed to be given 
was desired to be accepted as that of the Corporation, and 
would be put forward as such by Messrs. Anderson and 
M'Millan, it followed that it was absolutely necessary that 
the members of this Council should know what that evidence 
was going to be. If his amendment were not adopted, the 
mission of these gentlemen would be a huge farce. They 
had no mandate to speak in name of the city; on the con-
trary, the evidence they tendered before the Select Com-
mittee would be that of Mr. W. F. Anderson and Mr. 
M'Millan as individuals, and not as representing the views 
of the Corporation of Glasgow. Bailie Russell seconded. 
The minutes were approved by 45 votes to 5. 

» * • 

We agree with Mr. King that the members of the Town 
Council should have been provided with copies of the 
printed evidence proposed to be given in name of the 
Council by Councillors W. F. Anderson and M'Millan, 
otherwise how can they be said to represent the Council ? 
The Bill does not require such questionable support. Either 
the Town Council approve of it or they disapprove. By all 
means let this be made clear. The members of the 
Council are certainly entitled to have put before them for 
legitimate discussion and consideration any statement put 
forth in their name. 

# * * 

The Newbie (Dumfriesshire) Liberal Committee opened 
their Winter's campaign at Dumfries, 29/10/06, when Messrs. 
H . LI. Davies and Norman M'Lennan addressed a meeting 
on the subject of "Liberalism v. Socialism." The local 
paper reported the proceedings in about four columns. A 
resolution in favour of the progressive principles of Liberal-
ism was carried by 23 to 7 votes, and a challenge was 
accepted by the speakers to debate the question of " Liberal-
ism v. Socialism " with the Dumfries Labour Party. 

# * # 
The Prime Minister has expressed the hope to a deputa-

tion of Scottish M.P.'s that parliamentaiy business might so 
progress as to afford an opportunity for a second reading of 
the Small Holders (Scotland) Bill before the close of the 
present session. 

» * » 

A Glasgow single taxer took the affirmative in a debate 
" Liberalism v. Socialism," last month, at a public meeting 
in Ayr, held under the auspices of the local branch of the 
Young Scots Society. There was a good attendance, some 
plain speaking, and a decided victory from Liberalism. 
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A public discussion on the Taxation of Land Values, 
under the auspices of the Parkhead Literary and Debating 
Society, took place in the Parkhead Public Hall, Glasgow, 
15/11/06. Ex-Bailie Burt and Councillor Macquisten were 
the chief speakers. Mr. Young, Solicitor, presided over a 
large attendance. The Glasgow Herald gave a half-column 
report. Mr. Burt was in good form and had the meeting, 
packed to the door, with him on the question from first to 
last. 

• • • 

The President of the League-, ex-Treasurer James Fairlie, 
Falkirk, Mr. Robert Hamilton, Assessor, Greenock, Mr. 
Edwin Adam, President of the Edinburgh League, and the 
two representatives from the Glasgow Corporation, ex-Bailie 
W. F. Anderson and Councillor M'Millan, were among the 
witnesses examined last month by the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons on the Land Values Taxation 
(Scotland) Bill. The Committee has been getting through 
the witnesses in fine style since the commencement of the 
Autumn session and should have already material in abund-
ance for their report. 

* * * 

Speaking at the Glasgow Central Liberal Association last 
month the Solicitor-General for Scotland, Mr. Alex. Ure, 
M.P., K.C., the Chairman of the Committee said, " t h e 
taxation of land values was a topic over which he had had 
fevered dreams, spent toilsome days and sleepless nights, 
but wild horses would not drag from him at that moment 
the opinion or the conclusions at which he had arrived." # # * 

In the course of a very necessary " plea for clear thinking 
on the question," Mr. Ure added, " that people who thought 
it was proposed to open up some further sources of wealth, 
or that they had at their hand, as it were, some ripe fruit 
which they had only to pluck, were under a very great mis-
apprehension." Perhaps ! 

# # # 

There was some discussion afterwards and Mr. Ure pro-
mised to return a year hence " with a free mind, when they 
(the Glasgow Central Liberals) might expect to see fur 
flying." Well, we shall see. In the meanwhile, Mr. Ure, 
who assures us that " his committee are still on speaking 
terms with each other," is to be congratulated upon his 
most impartial attitude as chairman of the Committee. 
Neither wild men nor cute men can complain that the 
chairman is on either side of the question. And as for 
the witnesses examined he is quite ready to take any of them 
into a cul de sac and leave them there, if they so desire it, or 
to help them into the open highway when they are lost in 
amazement at some of the questions put. 

* * * 

A N E W O R G A N I S A T I O N FOR GLASGOW.—The Secretary of 
the League has received the following letter:— 

" Yverdun, St. John's Road, Cathcart, 
Glasgow, 9th November, 1906. 

Dear Mr. Paul,—I have been instructed to inform you 
that at a meeting held on Wednesday, 7th inst., it was agreed 
to form a Union with the name, 

' L A N D V A L U E S A N D F R E E I N D U S T R Y U N I O N . ' 
As the work still to be done in this connection is great, 
there seemed to us room for more than one organisation, 
and the hope was expressed that we could work harmoniously 
with the existing League.—Yours truly, 

John L. Kinloch, Secretary." • » * 

For the benefit of members and others interested outside 
Glasgow and abroad we ought to say that this new Union is 
for the taxation of land values. It has been instituted by 
single taxers formerly connected with the League. We 
heartily wish them all success. There is room even in 
Glasgow for any number of organisations to bring home to 
the public the facts of the case, and the League is open and 
free to work harmoniously with each and all. It is delightful 
to know that at the moment a number of able and earnest 

single taxers are elsewhere in Glasgow taking independent 
action in promoting or holding a public meeting to advance 
our movement. The harvest is ripe in some places, and 
still there are open fields in every direction to be cultivated. # * * 

Mr. George Green, C.C., Chairman of the Scottish Liberal 
Association, in sending a donation of to the funds of 
the League, writes :—" Please allow me to say that I rejoice 
greatly in the progress being made. In my opinion, no 
part of our Radical programme is making faster or firmer 
movement. It is one of the peculiar features of the agitation 
that no one can join in it without in some degree mastering 
the principles underlying land reform. The League makes 
little or no appeal to the emotions, and our people are not 
all philosophers. To the majority of us the hardest of hard 
work is hard thinking. The object lessons do not lie on the 
surface as in the case of the Corn Laws in the hungry forties, 
or the Temperance question to-day. On the other hand, all 
our converts have found salvation by severe mental toil. So 
we are not much troubled by back-sliding. I earnestly hope 
that during the life of this Government some measure on 
League lines will become an Act of Parliament." 

* * * 

Mr. W. R. Lester, ex-President of the League, and still 
closely associated with it, has also sent a cheque for ,£25, 
with his hearty approval of the work being done. There is 
still room for further similar testimonials. Quite a number 
of ordinary subscriptions received in 1905 have not yet been 
renewed for the current year. The financial year closes 
31st inst. The Hon. Treasurer will be pleased to acknow-
ledge receipt of these, and welcome new supporters during 
the month. Since the General Election the League has 
been active in very special ways, involving considerable 
additional expenditure, and there is much more to do. 
Mainly because of the progress of our question in Parliament, 
the Opposition is now thoroughly aroused to the defence of 
" their interests" in the land, and it behoves every earnest 
single taxer to do what they can to equip the League with 
the funds necessary to maintain the fight. 

D O Y O U W I S H T O P R O M O T E T H E M O V E M E N T ? 
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THE CONDITION OF AGRICULTURE. 

A time there was ere England's griefs began, 
When every rood of ground maintained its man, 
For him light labour spread her wholesome store, 
Just gave what life required, but gave no more. 

Goldsmith—1 ' The Deserted Village." 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have issued the 
annual volume of Agricultural Statistics for the year 1905, 
and to the land reformer this collection of documents 
should prove of great interest. It contains a mine of 
information on the agricultural side of the land question, 
and the introduction by Colonel Craigie renders valuable 
assistance in arriving at an understanding of the mass of 
statistical tables. The official view of the condition of 
agriculture is, as might be expected, rosy, but after a careful 
examination of the facts set forth in this and previous 
volumes one cannot but come to the conclusion that for 
once during his " raging and tearing" propaganda Mr. 
Chamberlain was right when he told us at Greenock that 
" agriculture—the greatest of all the trades and industries of 
this country—has been practically destroyed "—although 
we disagree as to the cause of its depression. Comparisons, 
it is said, are odious, but to realise the gravity of the present 
condition of our great industry we must look back over a 
period of years and compare the figures for 1905 with those 
supplied for an earlier period—say the average for the years 

1871-5. 
The following table shows the acreage of land under 

cultivation in 1905 and 1871-5 :— 
Total area of land and water in Great Britain, 56,787,590 

acres. 

Description. 1905. Average, 
1871-5. 

Increase -f. 
Decrease —. 

Inc. or 
Dec// . 

Area under 
Crops k Grass, 32,286,832 31,125,726 + 1,161,106 3-73 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 

1,796,995 

1,713,064 

3,051,376 

492,197 

Percent 
of Area 
unde r 

Cultiva-
tion. 

3,526,802 

2,367,143 

2,671,633 

952,598 

t'orCent. 
of Area 
under 

Cultiva-
tion. 

- 1,729,807 

- 653,479 

+ 379,743 

- 160,401 

49 05 

27'«1 

14-21 

48-33 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 

1,796,995 

1,713,064 

3,051,376 

492,197 

5 57 

5 31 

9-45 

1 52 

3,526,802 

2,367,143 

2,671,633 

952,598 

1133 

761 

8-58 

3-06 

30-58 

- 1,729,807 

- 653,479 

+ 379,743 

- 160,401 

49 05 

27'«1 

14-21 

48-33 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 

7,054,232 21-85 9,518,176 

1133 

761 

8-58 

3-06 

30-58 - 2,463,944 | 25 89 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 

608,473 

1,5S9,273 

404,123 

475,173 

1-88 

4-92 

1-25 

1-48 

549,909 

2,129,038 

339,928 

616,410 

1-77 

684 

109 

198 

+ 58,564 

- 539,765 

+ 64,195 

- 141,237 

10 65 

25-35 

18-88 

2291 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 

3,077,042 9 53 3,635,285 11-68 - 558,243 15-36 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 

4,477,518 13 87 4,388,906 1410 + 88,612 2 25 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 

17,200,494 53 27 12,883,522 41-39 + 4,316,972 3351 

Corn Crops— 

Wheat 

liarley 

Oats 

Other Corn 
Crops 

Total Corn 
Crops 

Green Crops — 

Potatoes 

Turnips 

Mangold 

Other Green 
Crops 

Total Green 
Crops 

* Clover, &c.. 

il Permanent 
Pasture 

Fallow, kc , 477,546 1-48 699,837 2-25 - 222,291 31 76 

* For Uay, 4'.i per cent. (| For Hny, 'J8 per cent. 

In considering these figures it must be borne in mind 
that in addition to the area under crops and grass we have 
in Great Britain 2,768,000 acres of woods and plantations ; 
and 12,763,000 acres of mountain and heathland used for 
grazing. Altogether, the Agricultural Returns account for 

some 80% of the whole area, the remaining 20% including 
the land occupied by towns, wastes, water, and land incap-
able of profitable cultivation, and also the area occupied by 
the numerous holdings of one acre or less, which are not 
the subject of annual returns. 

Let us consider these figures. In the short space of 30 
years 49% of the area under wheat has gone out of cultiva-
tion, and for the whole of the corn crops, including wheat, 
26% less land is now used than was the case in 1875. 
Green crops are less by 15% than a generation ago. The 
seriousness of these facts seems to be increased when we 
find that the area under "cultivation " for all purposes has 
increased by over a million acres in the same petiod. Thus, 
while we have been adding to the total area under " crops 
and grass," we have been losing millions of acres which 
once grew good stuffs. A glance at the table will shew in 
what direction these acres have disappeared. They are now 
to be found in the permanent grass-land, which has increased 
by about 4,500,000 acres. Permanent pasture is very 
necessary in agriculture, but in no other country do we find 
60% of the cultivable land laid down as permanent pasture, 
nor does it require any argument to prove that a very much 
smaller area than is now in use would be sufficient to meet 
requirements. 

A recent writer upon the condition of agriculture en-
deavoured to prove that this large addition to pasture was 
due to the fact that whilst the growing of cereals had de-
creased a larger number of cattle were now reared on pasture 
in Great Britain, and that our loss in the former was made 
up by our gain in the latter. Let us see. In 1905 we had 
6,987,020 cattle and 25,257,196 sheep, and in 1871-5 
5,813,123 of the former and 28,790,018 of the latter. To 
understand the comparison let us assume that eight sheep 
are equivalent to one head of cattle, and we then have in 
1905 10,144,169 as against 9,411,875 in 1875, an increase 
of 732,294, or 7 78%. In actual numbers of cattle we have 
a substantial increase, but is this increase proportionate to 
the increase in the area laid down for rearing them ? By 
taking the area of permanent pasture and the number of 
cattle in 1871-5 we find that to every 1000 acres of the 
former we had 731 of the latter, but in 1905 we had only 
589 ! The argument that we produce more " mea t" there-
fore falls to the ground. It must also be remembered in 
this connection that, in addition to the permanent pasture, 
there are 12,763,000 acres of mountain and heathland used 
for grazing purposes. By adding these, the number of cattle 
in 1905 to every 1000 acres of pasture and grazing land is 
reduced to 337 1 

Twenty years ago we produced one-third of the wheat 
required: to-day we depend upon the foreigner for 78% of 
our supplies. Since 1871 the numbers employed in agri-
culture have decreased by 31%. That bold peasantry 
which was once the cherished jewel of Britain is gone. No 
industry has fallen so low, and no other industry could have 
been saved so easily from destruction. 

The Tariff Reform Party say that agriculture is ruined by 
the foreigner: that so long as cheap corn is dumped down 
upon our shores there can be no salvation for the farmer. 
Let us " protect" the industry, say they; but the British 
people, remembering the bad old times of the Com Laws, 
wisely decline to adopt such a course. Another set of 
philosophers say we can't grow corn : the soil is not good 
and our system of agriculture is bad. Our methods are not 
the best, but a glance at the Agricultural Returns will show 
that, with the exception of Belgium, Holland, and New 
Zealand, we can grow more bushels of wheat to the acre 
than any other country in the world. Then we have the 
argument that our population is too large; and that we are 
a manufacturing, not an agricultural, nation. But Belgium, 
which has 972 persons to every 1000 acres, against 558 
for the United Kingdom, is not only able to provide for 
herself, but is able to send us, in addition to other food 
supplies, over 1,000,000 cwts. of wheat and flour. Accord-
ing to Laveleye the natural soil of Belgium is decidedly 



128 Land Values. N o v e m b e r , 1906. 

less fertile than that of this country, and requires very 
heavy manuring to overpower its sterility. But Belgium 
has a different land system, and that is the cause of her 
agricultural prosperity. From this it is not intended to 
argue that the land system of Belgium is the right one. 
The system of dividing the land is economically bad, but 
bad as it is it enables the Belgians to get as much out of the 
land as possible. It gives a large amount of freedom to 
production which our system does not. 

Agriculture is depressed because of the rents imposed 
upon it and the unfiir restrictions with which landlords 
hamper it. Take a case in point. A group of farms, em-
bracing 36,648 acres, taken indiscriminately from various 
counties in England, paid some years ago £37 ,044 in rent, 
or about 21/- per acre per annum. After paying rates (2/6 
per acre) the total profit accruing to the farmers was £2,315, 
or 1/3 per acre. That is to say, the farmer for his industry 
and energy received 1/3 per acre, whilst the landlord for his 
laziness received 21/-. Cases could be quoted of farms a 
few years ago where the landlords took the whole of the 
profits for the year in rent, and in some .nstances more 
than the profits were handed over to the landlords. 

There is no incentive given to agriculture by a system 
under which the farmer works only to fill the pockets of his 
landlord. The farmer knows, too, that every improvement 
he makes will raise his rent and increase his rates. If he 
refuses to pay, the door is opened, and he is kicked out. 

So far we have dealt with the present. What of the 
future? How is the revival of agriculture to be brought 
about ? Legislation, ostensibly for the improvement of the 
industry, we have had in the past. But such legislation has 
always secured to the landlord party the maintenance of 
high rents. Protection has been suggested as a remedy— 
but Protection of the sort Mr. Chamberlain now advocates 
won't do. As he told us in 1885, Protectionists would tax 
the food of the people in order to raise the rents of the 
landlords. Mr. Edwin Pratt in his recent work, " T h e 
Organisation of Agriculture," advocates co-operation amongst 
farmers not only in production but in.putting their goods 
on the market. So far, the British farmer has looked 
askance at such proposals, and will continue to do so so 
long as present conditions prevail. He knows that the 
landlords have both eyes on the main chance, and never 
lose an opportunity of swelling their incomes, no matter at 
whose cost. To revive agriculture, we must alter our land 
system by breaking down land monopoly; by forcing the 
landlords to put every inch of their land to its best use. 
And this can only be done by compelling the owners of 
land to give back to the community a fair proportion (to 
start with) of the value which the people have given to the 
land. Such a call upon the landlords would force millions 
of idle acres into use. It would throw the burdens of the 
rates upon the landlords, and it would secure to the farmer 
and everyone else the benefits of his or their improvements. 
It would give an impetus to agriculture as great or greater 
than was given to the industry in New Zealand and New 
South Wales after the Land Value Tax had been imposed. 
The effect in New Zealand is shown by the following 
figures:— 

1891. 1904. 
Number of Occupied Holdings, ... 41,224 6S,6So 
Land in Cultivation (Acres), ... 8,893,255 13,868,074 
Cattle (Number) 831,831 1,736,850 

The taxation of land values is the remedy for the ills of 
agriculture and a great many other ills beside. Look at the 
effect upon the unemployed problem the bringing into 
cultivation of the millions of acres of good cultivable land 
which are now lying idle or labour-starved would have. On 
10,000,000 of these idle acres—only a small proportion of the 
idle land—we could place 1,000,000 families, or 5,000,000 
men, women, and children. This means that $}oootooo 
people would be drafted from the slums and mining dis-
tricts into the country; and, consequently, there would be 
5,000,000 fewer people competing in the towns for wages 
and house-room. The unemployed and the overcrowding 

problems would be solved, whilst the great increase in the 
amount of home-grown food would immensely strengthen 
the position of the Empire. 

Upon a permanent settlement of the land question rests 
not only the future of agriculture, but the happiness and 
prosperity of a great people. The griefs which Goldsmith 
refers to in the lines quoted above were caused by landlord-
ism. For centuries Britain has sorrowed, and still sorrows, 
under the burden. We who remember Cobden's words— 
" You who shall liberate the land wiil do more for your 
country than we have done in the liberation of its trade," 
are trying to bring light to the eyes and solace to the hearts 
of the people. The fight with the party of oppression and 
reaction has just begun in earnest. The struggle may be 
long, but in the end justice will prevail. 

RICHARD BROWN. 
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T H E R A T I N G O F E M P T Y H O U S E S . 

Some of the Metropolitan Borough Councils have for-
warded to the London County Council resolutions in favour 
of obtaining Parliamentary powers for the half-rating of 
empty houses. The Royal Commission on Local Taxation 
reported on this subject as follows :— 

VVe think it would be fair if some charge were made 
in respect of unoccupied properties which, undoubtedly, 
receive some benefit from public expenditure, but at 
the same time there would be a hardship if the full 
burden of the rates were imposed in such cases. We 
think the equity of the case would be met by requiring 
the owners to pay a portion of the rates in respect of 
unoccupied tenements. 

The Local Government Records and Museums Committee 
of the London County Council have been taking these 
matters into consideration, and have presented a report lo 
the Council from which we take the following extracts :— 

Empty houses receive benefit from public services, 
especially from those which are in the nature of the 
protection or improvement of property, such as police, 
lighting, highways, draining, and fire protection, though 
in a less degree than occupied houses, and it is therefore 
equitable that their owners should contribute to the 
cost of these services. Empty houses also benefit by 
the general local services which, by adding to conveni-
ence and safety, make the locality a more desirable 
place for residence or business, and therefore facilitate 
letting. These benefits, however, do not affect building 
values, but go to enhance the value of the sites occupied. 

After mentioning several precedents for the application of 
the principle of rating empty houses, the Committee adds : — 

The only serious objection to the half-rating of empty 
houses appears to be that it might retard building, and 
so increase overcrowding. . . . Vacant land is in a 
different position as it does not benefit directly from 
the services previously referred to. The owner does, 
however, benefit indirectly by these services, as they 
add to the value of the land for building purposes. 
Part of the municipal rates is in the nature of a rent 
charge analagous to a ground rent paid to the owner of 
an estate in respect of improvements, such as highways, 
drainage, etc., and if a piece of land is in the improved 
area the fact that it is vacant is no reason why such 
rent charge should not be paid. The increasing value 
for building purposes of vacant land in towns is created 
by the growth of population and by the accompanying 
public services, and it would therefore be equitable that 
the owners of such land should contribute to the cost 
of the services. If land is withheld from the market, 
it tends to raise the rents of surrounding properties by 
limiting the quantity of land available for building 
purposes, and owners should therefore be discouraged 
from taking that course by the imposition of a reason-
able charge for rates. It appears to us, therefore, that 
the better basis of taxation would be the land or site 
value of each property, and that if this course were 
adopted, it would remove altogether the risk of retarding 
building by charging rates on empty houses, as the value 
of the site would be the basis of charge, whether the 
site was covered by an empty house or not. 

We commend a study of this report to the committee 
which organised the Progressive defeat at the Metropolitan 
Borough Council elections last month. This committee 
included in the " Progressive " programme, which was laid 
before a Progressive Conference but was not allowed to be 
discussed, a number of ill-digested items on the rating 
question ; one of which was the half-rating of empty houses. 
Our colleague, Mr. Verinder, who pointed out to them that 
the object they had in view could be best served by a clear 
and simple demand for the rating of site values, is now 
abundantly justified by the report of the London County 
Council committee. 

OUR OBJECT. 

This journal exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

A T a x on L a n d Va lues is no t a t a x on land, 
but on the value of land. T h u s it would not fall on 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on t h a t not 
in propor t ion to the use m a d e of it, bu t in proport ion 
to its value. It would thus be a t ax , not on the use 
or improvemen t of land, but on the ownership of land, 
t ak ing what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments unde r the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values 
all value crea ted by individual use or improvement 
would be exc luded , and the only value taken into con-
siderat ion would be the value a t t ach ing to the bare 
land by reason of ne ighbourhood , public improve-
ments , &c. T h u s the fa rmer would have no more 
t a x e s to pay than the specula tor who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a ci ty lot 
erected a valuable bui ld ing would be t a x e d no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant . 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values , in short , would call 
upon men to cont r ibute to the public revenues, not in 
propor t ion to wha t t hey p roduce or accumula te , but 
in propor t ion to the value of t he na tura l oppor tuni t ies 
they hold. It would compel t h e m to pay jus t as 
much for holding land idle as for pu t t ing it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government, and greatly 
reduce its cost. 

(3) It would do away with fines and penalties now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
builds a machine, or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour. It would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duction or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

I t would, on the o ther hand , by tak ing for public 
uses t h a t value which a t t aches to land by reason of 
t he growth and i m p r o v e m e n t of t he communi ty , make 
the holding of land unprof i table to the mere owner, 
and prof i table only to the user. I t would thus make 
it impossible for specula tors and monopol is ts to hold 
na tura l oppor tun i t i e s—such as valuable l and—unused 
or only half used, and would th row open' to labour 
the i l l imitable field of e m p l o y m e n t which the ear th 
offers to man. 

P R I C E O N E P E N N Y . J U S T P U B L I S H E D . 

The Labour Question. 
Being an Abridgement of 

The Condition of Labour. 
B y H F . N R Y G E O R G E . 

" L A N D V A L U E S " O F F I C E S . 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 
" We would simply t ake for the communi ty wha t belongs 

to the community—the value t h a t a t t aches to land by the 
g rowth of the communi ty ; leave sacred to the individual 
all t h a t belongs to the individual"—Henry George. 

W H O CREATES LAND VALUES? 

The Glasgow Herald of 16th N o v e m b e r m a y be 
c la imed as a spec ia l T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s issue. 
I n its t w o - c o l u m n r e p o r t of t h e T o w n Counc i l pro-
ceed ings of t h e p r e v i o u s d a y th i s s u b j e c t o b t a i n s 
t h e p r o m i n e n c e of a ful l c o l u m n . E l s e w h e r e , t h e 
l e n g t h y r e p o r t a p p e a r s of a d e b a t e on t h e q u e s t i o n in 
P a r k h e a d P u b l i c Ha l l s , G l a s g o w , in wh ich e x - B a i l i e 
B u r t a n d Counc i l lo r M a c q u i s t e n t o o k t h e l e a d i n g 
p a r t s ; a n d in t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o l u m n s , over t h e 
f ami l i a r s i g n a t u r e s of fou r s u p p o r t e r s of t h e r e f o r m ( 

t h e o b j e c t i o n s of o p p o n e n t s a re f a i t h f u l l y d e a l t wi th , 
b u t s a n d w i c h e d b e t w e e n t w o of t h e s e le t te r s a p p e a r s 
t h e fo l lowing d e l i g h t f u l c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m a corres-
p o n d e n t n a m i n g h imse l f " L o c o " :— 

" Some years ago I started a work in a dying village 
of forty families. There were long rows of tumbling 
and empty houses and two miserable little shops of the 
' herring and stocking order. ' I now employ 3000 
people, and the hamlet has developed into a town. 
T h e shops are now glaring and prosperous concerns. 
T h e houses are repaired, and with hundreds of new 
ones are let at big rents. As the works got enlarged 
wages were increased. Farmers command much higher 
prices for their produce. T h e Town Council gets 
enormously increased taxes. The value of land has 

risen in a way that would gladden the heart of land 
speculator Burt. The community is advancing a claim 
to all this unearned increment. As it is all due to my 
enterprise, don't you think I should receive it ? Could 
you persuade Glasgow Town Council to promote a bill 
to secure me my rights ? Such a piece of legislation 
would commend itself to the principles of the present 
Government." 

T h i s l e t t e r looks l ike the p r o d u c t i o n of a f ace t ious 
s i n g l e - t a x e r , w h o is t a k i n g his own m e t h o d of inv i t ing 
a t t e n t i o n to t h e absu rd i t i e s of ou r p r e s e n t s y s t e m of 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g land va lues for t h e bene f i t of l and lo rds . 
B u t let us t r e a t it as a se r ious c o m m u n i c a t i o n , p re -
s e n t i n g an a r g u m e n t , wh ich a p p e a r s per iod ica l ly , t h a t 
l and va lues a re n o t t h e c rea t ion of, a n d d o no t t h e r e -
fore b e l o n g to, t h e c o m m u n i t y ; bu t , as in t h e 
case i l lus t ra ted in this le t ter , a r e o f t e n t h e c r ea t ion of 
s o m e c a p t a i n of i n d u s t r y to w h o m , a n d n o t t o t h e 
c o m m u n i t y , t h e y shou ld accrue . 

L e t us e x a m i n e t h e r igh t to t h e inc reased l and 
va lue of t h e va r ious c lasses n a m e d in t h e le t ter . 

B u t first cons ide r t h e posi t ion of t h e l and lo rd i n to 
w h o s e p o c k e t s t h e i n c r e m e n t goes , b u t w h o m t h e 
le t te r ignores , W e shal l s u p p o s e t h a t t h e " d y i n g 
vi l lage " was p a r t of an e s t a t e of 500 acres , y i e l d i n g an 
a v e r a g e a n n u a l r e t u rn of £2 10s. pe r acre , or £ 1 2 5 0 
in all. T h e indus t r i a l ac t iv i ty c o n v e r t e d t h e d y i n g 
vi l lage i n to a p r o s p e r o u s town, and ra ised t h e a v e r a g e 
a n n u a l va lue of t he l a n d — o r m o r e p r o p e r l y t h e 
a v e r a g e a n n u a l c h a r g e for i ts u s e — t o £12 10s. per 
acre , p r o v i d i n g for t h e l and lo rd an a n n u a l i n c o m e of 
£ 6 2 W h e t h e r he b e a g e n i u s or a fool, w h e t h e r 
h e r e m a i n a t h o m e or m i g r a t e p e r m a n e n t l y t o t h e 
R iv ie ra or T i m b u c t o o , t h e land va lue wou ld r e m a i n , 
a n d the sole concern of t h e l and lo rd is t o g a t h e r i t in. 

W a s t h e i n c r e m e n t of land va lue t h e c rea t ion of t h e 
indus t r i a l e m p l o y e r ? H e p u t s f o r w a r d a c la im which 
requ i res a t leas t to b e fa i r ly cons ide red . T h e r e is 
c lea r ly a c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n his ac t ion a n d t h e in-
c reased l and va lue ; it is e q u a l l y t r u e t h a t if he 
a b a n d o n e d his indus t r i a l ac t iv i ty , a n d had n o suc-
cessor, t h e l and va lue wou ld be a t once a f fec ted a n d 
in g r e a t degree . B u t w h a t is in r ea l i ty his j u s t c l a i m ? 
H e is e n t i t l e d t o t h e inc reas ing r e w a r d wh ich his 
en te rp r i se , p r o p e r l y d i rec ted , m a y fa i r ly be e x p e c t e d 
t o b r ing h i m ; and h e is en t i t l ed t o e x p e c t t h a t t h e 
law shal l p r o t e c t h i m a g a i n s t a s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t of t h e 
f ru i t s of his l a b o u r s b e i n g seized a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
of his o p e r a t i o n s b e i n g a r r e s t ed b y t h e a r b i t r a r i l y in-
c reas ing d e m a n d s of a l and lo rd . A t each o n w a r d 
m o v e m e n t of h i s bus iness , involv ing a call for t h e use 
of a d d i t i o n a l l and , he finds h imself m o r e heav i ly fined 
by t h e m a n w h o " toi ls no t ne i the r d o e s h e spin." 

T h i s c o m p l a i n t of t h e " e m p l o y e r " is j u s t , b u t h e is 
n o t t h e c r e a t o r of t h e increased l and v a l u e — h e is 
on ly a c o n t r i b u t o r to it. W i t h o u t w o r k e r s t h e 
e m p l o y e r is he lp less . T h e vi l lage could n o t h a v e d e -
ve loped i n to a town, no r would t h e l and va lue h a v e 
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been apprec iab ly affected, merely by the bui ld ing of a 
work. W o r k p e o p l e mus t be avai lable for the works 
and find accommoda t ion in the immed ia t e vicinity be-
fore the employer can reap the reward of his enter -
prise, and land values move upwards . T h e man who 
is pocke t ing these values m a y go where he pleases 
and the values will remain . If the workpeople leave, 
the values will g r adua l ly d i sappear with them. T h e y 
are co-workers with their employer in the product ion 
of t he landlord 's revenues . 

T h e shopkeeper s and fa rmers assist in p roduc ing 
the value. The i r labours in provid ing for the con-
venience of the c o m m u n i t y conduce to the workpeop le 
being res ident in t h e town, with consequen t increase 
of land values. If t he convenience af forded by the 
shopkeepers and fa rmers were removed, t he popula-
tion would in certain measure r emove with them, and 
land values would fall. T h e shopkeepers and farmers 
m a k e the i r cont r ibut ion to the creat ion of land values, 
and l ike the o ther con t r ibu tors t hey discover t h a t 
with every new ex tens ion of their opera t ions an 
increasing fine is be ing exac t ed f rom t h e m by the 
non-con t r ibu t ing landlord. 

But a t an ear ly s tage in the progress f rom village to 
town our fr iend's le t ter r eminds us tha t t he c o m m u n i t y 
has been a t t e n d i n g to its c o m m u n a l wan t s in a corpor-
ate capac i ty . I t has elected a T o w n Council t e look 
af te r its s t ree ts and sewers, provide wa tch ing and 
l ight ing, wa te r and gas, parks, baths , schools, hospitals , 
and libraries. T h e efficiency of the T o w n Council, by 
improv ing the ameni t i e s of the town, has been a lead-
ing fac tor in a t t r ac t ing and re ta in ing the popula t ion , 
and has d i rec t ly con t r ibu ted to the d e m a n d for land 
which the landlord has been wil l ing to sa t i s fy only a t 
his own increasing terms. F r o m what f und should 
this ac t iv i ty of the T o w n Council mos t r easonab ly 
have been provided ? Sure ly f rom the increased 
land value created by the presence and activit ies of 
t he employers and workpeople , the shopkeepe r s and 
fa rmers . 

T h e content ion is l i terally correct t ha t land values 
are the creat ion, no t of this or t he o ther section of t he 
communi ty , bu t of t h e c o m m u n i t y as a whole. T h e y 
are the o u t c o m e of its total activities, and they are 
jus t ly c o m m u n a l p roper ty , pr ivate appropr ia t ion of 
which is " confiscation " of publ ic rights. 

Bu t t he secur ing for c o m m u n a l needs of this fund 
of c o m m u n a l creat ion is not t he only nor the chief 
benefit to be ob ta ined by the t a x a t i o n of land values. 
Of more vital impor t ance m u s t be its effect in break-
ing down the ex i s t ing condi t ions of m o n o p o l y which 
enable landlords to e x a c t excessive revenue f rom land 
in full use, while only tu rn ing to inferior account , or 
leaving ent i re ly idle, any land for which no user is 
for t he t ime being p repared to p a y the a rb i t ra r i ly de-
m a n d e d price. T h i s funct ion of t he t a x d e m a n d s for 
its p rope r d i scharge tha t t he re should be no geo-
graphica l restrict ion of its operat ion. If it be desirable 

to force the open ing u p of u rban or subu rban land, 
mean t ime yie lding on ly £ 3 per acre for agr icu l tura l 
purposes, and wi thheld f rom the bui lder unt i l he is ' 
justif ied by the p ressure of popula t ion in fac ing the 
landlord-f ixed ra te of £ 3 0 or £ 4 0 per acre, it is 
equally necessary to press into bes t agr icul tural use— 
marke t gardens , smal l holdings or large ho ld ings— 
land which is a t t he pleasure of the landlord being 
tu rned to li t t le or no product ive account at all. 
T h a t is t he g r a n d objec t of t he t axa t i on of land 
va lues—to abolish t h e speculat ive holding of land for 
a price t h a t is a l toge ther a rb i t r a ry ; to discover the 
present economic value, and to enforce tha t t ha t value 
be realised ; and in the realisation to open a vast field 
of oppor tun i ty for labour. 

J - G. 

T w o THOUSAND FIVE H U N D R E D YEAR OLD ADVICE TO 
MODERN IMPERIALISTS.—" If the great nation only desires 
to attach to itself and to nourish (i.e., benefit) others, then 
the small kingdom will only wish to enter its service. But 
in order that both may have their wish, the great one should 
be lowly."—Lau-Teze, The Classic of Virtue (600 B.C.) 

" Since the evils of society flow from ignorance, men will 
never cease to be tormented till they shall become in-
telligent ; till they shall practice the art of justice, founded 
on a knowledge of the various relations in which they stand 
and the laws or their own organisation."— Volney, " Ruins of 
Empire." 
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A Parliamentary Blue Book Relative to the Work-
ing- of the Taxation of the Unimproved Value 
of Land in New Zealand, New South Wales, and 
South Australia. 

(Cd. 3191. Price 51L T o be purchased through any bookseller, 
from Wyman & Sons, L td . , Fetter Lane, London, E . C . ; Oliver & 
Boyd, Edinburgh ; or E. Ponsonby, 116 Grafton Street, Dublin. 

On April 5th, 1906, Lord Elgin, Colonial Secretary, 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State, to the Governors of 
New South Wales, South Australia, and New Zealand:— 
" Please send home, as soon as possible, any reports or other 
information available as to the working of taxation on um-
improved land, both for Municipal and State purposes. 
Information especially desired as to effects of land value 
taxation on building trade, on rent, on incidence of taxation, 
on house property and vacant sites respectively, and on land 
speculation." 

New Zealand. 
The replies to this telegram have now been published by 

the Colonial Office in the form of a Parliamentary Blue 
Book, and every active worker in the movement should 
obtain a copy of it. The publication has just come to hand, 
and we can only afford space to deal with part of the news 
from New Zealand, sent by the Governor of the Colony, 
Lord Plunkett. We quote from the Memorandum, signed 
by P. Heyes, Commissioner of Taxes (pages 26 and 27). 

" There are no published reports on the lines asked for 
by the Secretary of State, and I have, therefore, sent circulars 
to all local authorities where this system has been adopted 
asking for special reports. Replies have been received in 
most cases, and copies thereof are enclosed with an index 
and digest of the reports attached. In the large majority of 
cases the system has only been a short time in force, and in 
these cases no opinion is expressed as to the merits or other-
wise of the system. It is extending more rapidly as the 
effect is seen in the places where it is adopted, and it 
becomes better understood. The reports, as will be 
observed, show the results to have been beneficial. From 
the reports received, and the most reliable sources of infor-
mation available based on personal observation and inquiry, 
I am of opinion that the effect of the system of rating on the 
unimproved value would be correctly summarised on the 
lines required as follows :— 

"Building Trade.—The effect has certainly been to 
greatly stimulate the building trade. The object and 
tendency of this system of taxation is to compel land being 
put to its best use, so that the greatest amount of income 
may be derived from it, and rendering it unprofitable to hold 
land for prospective increment in value. It has been the 
direct cause of much valuable suburban land being cut up 
and placed on the market, and thus rendered more easily 
available for residential purposes, and of the subdivision of 
large estates in the country, resulting in closer settlement. 

" T h e effect on urban and suburban land has been 
very marked. It has compelled owners of these to build or 
sell to those who would; it has thus caused a great impetus 
to the building trade. An owner of land occupied by 
buildings of little value finding that he has to pay the same 
rates and taxes as an owner having his land occupied by a 
valuable block of buildings must see that his interests lay in 
putting his land to its best use. The rebuilding of this City 
(Wellington) which for some years past has been rapidly 
going on is largely attributable to the taxation and rating on 
land values, so that the supply of building materials could 
not at times keep pace with the demand. 

" Rent.—The tendency of this system of taxation is not 
to increase rent but, on the contrary, as the tax becomes 
heavier it tends to bring into beneficial occupation land not 
put to its best use and so reduces rent, the improvements 

being entirely free from all rates and taxes. In some cases, 
where land suitable for building sites is limited, high rents 
have been maintained notwithstanding the tendency of the 
system. 

" Vacant Sites.—The effect has been to cause vacant sites 
being put to their best use by expenditure on improvements. 
On vacant sites the rates and taxes are increased and con-
tinue to increase as the adjacent sites which have been im-
proved increase in value. It thus becomes unprofitable to 
continue to hold land unimproved. 

" Incidence of Taxation.—The taxation, on building pro-
perty, where the improvements exceed the unimproved 
value, is decreased; where the unimproved value exceeds 
the improvements the taxation is increased. 

" Land Speculation.—The tendency is to discourage 
speculation as the tax partially or wholly discounts the rise 
in value, but land speculation has not ceased in some 
districts where the system has been adopted, because:— 

(1.) " The tax has not been sufficient to render specula-
tion unprofitable in the large cities, though it 
has been a factor to be reckoned with. 

(2.) " T h e rapid increase in values has caused specula-
tion in spite of the tax. 

" Land speculation in this colony of late years has chiefly 
arisen in the purchase of estates which have not presently 
been put to their best use by the owners, principally con-
sisting of suburban lands, which, after being acquired and 
improved by sub-division into residential allotments and by 
roading, result in the extensive building of residences, also 
in country lands large blocks of land suitable for sub-
division into small farms. The effect of this has been 
rather beneficial than otherwise, because, in addition to the 
land being put to its best use, it tends to reduce rents and 
values of residential sites by the large increase of these 
made available. The form of speculation in land unused 
and held for a prospective increment is rarely met with in 
recent years. 

" Copies of the Rating on Unimproved Value Act, with 
extracts from the New Zealand Year Book of Articles re 
' Rating on Unimproved Value Act,' Results of Polls taken, 
and re Valuation of Land, and explanatory Memorandum 
in reference to the Government Valuation of Land Act, are 
also sent, as giving further information which may be 
useful. 

" P . HEYES, F . S . A . A . , E n g . 
"Commissioner of Taxes, New Zealand." 

Help the Movement by 
Circulating: its Li terature. 

Special Offer to our Readers. 
"THE LAND QUESTION," 

By HENRY GEORGE. 
Our Special Edition. 

Parcels of 100 Copies, 1 5 / - Carriage Paid. 
(A limited number only available). 

"Protection or Free Trade," 
By H E N R Y GEORGE. 

Our Special Edition, 

Parcels of 100 Copies, 3 5 - Carriage Forward. 

Parcels 100 Assorted Id . Pamphlets, 
5 / 6 Carriage Paid. 

From " L A N D VALUES" PUBLICATION OFFICES, 
13 Dundas Street, GI.ASGOW; 

376-77 Strand, LONDON, W.C. ; and 
2 Darley Street, BRADFORD. 
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1Rews of tbe movement. 
The Lourenco Marques (Delago Bay, 

East Africa. Portugese East Africa), 24/5/06, has a 
leading article on "The Taxation of Land 

Values," arising out of the recent discussion on the 
question at the Johannesburg Town Council. We quote 
the following:— 

" T o d a y it is almost impossible for small capitalists to 
buy land and build owing to the exorbitant price asked— 
prices which represent an interest charged on the ground 
value only, equal to the rents asked for houses by those who 
obtained land at reasonable figures long ago. 

"Naturally the proposal in Johannesburg has raised a storm 
of indignation. The man with one vacant stand or those 
possessing huge estates are equally aghast at this threatened 
interference with the ' sacred rights of property.' So far the 
voice of the rent-payer has not been heard; it will be inter-
esting to hear his side of the question. On the Rand so 
sweeping a change might be attended with a certain amount 
of hardship; such, however, is not the case in smaller com-
munities and less wealthy municipalities. The high value 
of ground in Lourenco Marques, plus the taxes on improve-
ments, prevents its profitable utilisation. One central 
block on which very inferior buildings stand changed hands 
some two years ago at £\2 per square metre—equal to 
.£48,000 per acre; the upset price on another block shortly 
to be put up for auction is reported to be £ 9 or £36,000 
per acre. On this also indifferent buildings are erected. 
These high values are, however, to-day practically untaxed; 
and yet if anyone proceeded to erect suitable premises he 
would at once be taxed on any improvements he made, or 
in other words those whose investments take the form of 
shutting out land from profitable uses go scot-free, while he 
who shows his faith in the town, and gives actual proof of 
the fact in the form of substantial buildings, pays the penalty 
for his praiseworthy action." 

The New Zealand Minister for Lands 
New Zealand, in the new Cabinet has not been 

very long in showing his hand. The 
Premier, Sir John Ward, in his Budget speech has outlined 
proposals with which I feel, as a colonial reformer, highly 
pleased, if we may judge by the telegraphed summary. 

The powerful " f reehold" and "L.N.S." parties have left 
their mark alike on the agrarian proposals, which, neverthe-
less, are very much what George men will approve. 

Sale of freehold and lease for 099 years at fixed rent of 
4% on original valuation are to be abolished as regards 
present Crown lands : a lease for 66 years being substituted, 
the land-holder may pay off nine-tenths of his rental, 
capitalised, and on redeeming one half all restrictions on 
cropping, &c., will be removed. At close of term all such 
sums will be refunded by the State; and all improvements 
paid for by the new tenant if the lease is not renewed at 
once. Revenues thus derived will be devoted to education, 
hospitals, and pensions for the aged, now all charged to the 
Consolidated Fund. 

Further, a maximum holding of ,£50,000 of land value is 
proposed, with say ten years for compliance, in lieu of an 
absurd acreage limit proposed by the late Minister's friends. 
The general tone is very good, and with a 20-year lease to 
replace tbe 66-year term would be the longest step to 
nationalisation of economic rent ever seriously proposed 
outside of Fairhope. The question of the injustice to these 
tenants of "multiple-taxing" them to maintain the land 
monopoly of others will come up, and can only be settled 
upon our lines. The general policy of remissions of such 
"multiple-taxes" is continued by large moderations of 
postal and telegraph charges in addition to the heavy tariff 
reforms promised by the late Premier before the 1905 
elections. There is again a " r e c o r d " surplus, and this 
year's is estimated for a large increase. Honesty (on S.T.) 
is the best policy !—I am, &c., Mervyn J Stewart. 

Our Durban correspondent writing, 21/9/06, on 
Natal, the result of the General Election, says:— 

" We have 43 members in our Parliament. So 
far, 25 members have declared in favour of a ' land tax ' 
(but only a few of these mean a ' land value t a x ) t e n have 
declared themselves directly opposed, and eight have 
given us no lead on the question. Twenty-seven favour an 
income tax, 10 are against, and 6 have not declared 
themselves." 

The Anglo-Indian Association, 5 Hill's Lane, 
India. Calcutta, has addressed a memorandum to the 

Chief Secretary of the Government of Bengal, 
compaining of the high rents in Calcutta, which they assert has 
of late years driven families of the middle classes into lanes 
and environments unfavourable for Christian children of 
tender age. The memorandum gives striking examples of 
the rise in rents imposed on all classes, particularly on 
labourers, domestic servants, and small Indian shopkeepers. 
It is further pointed out that these higher land charges are 
not contributed to by the owners of the ground. This pre-
sents a case for investigation, which is respectfully and 
earnestly solicited. " I t only needs," the memorandum 
continues, " definite and authentic information regarding 
the present character, trend and extent, and the future 
menace, of the enormous rise in value of building sites, to 
bring all public opinion to the stage at which it has some 
time since arrived in Britain on this very subject." 

As our readers will recollect, Dr. Robert 
Hungary. Braun, when visiting the English and 

Scottish Leagues in August promised on 
his return home to translate Henry George's " Protection or 
Free Trade." Dr. Braun now writes from Lippa, Hungary, 
13th October :—" I have commenced translating ' Protection 
or Free Trade." I have got as far as page roo. I am now 
quite certain the translation will be made, and hope to finish 
it early next year, and in the meanwhile shall try to find a 
publisher. If I do I shall not claim any share of the profit, 
in order to have the cheapest edition possible. Should I 
not find a publisher it will be difficult if not impossible for 
me to undertake this without outside financial help. Could 
you get a Preface written by some English or Scottish 
member of Parliament? If you could get one of the 
members of the National Liberal Club who recently visited 
Hungary to write the Preface it would help very much the 
success of the book." 

Dr. Braun has done well, and we must do what we can 
to help him to complete his task. 

T H E B E G I N N I N G AND G R O W T H OF T H E H E N R Y 
Denmark. G E O R G E M O V E M E N T IN D E N M A R K . — A b o u t 

twenty years ago, a Dane, by name Fernando 
Linderberg, returned to Denmark from the United States 
where he had come in contact with friends and disciples of 
Henry George. Linderberg was a working man, but well 
educated, and accustomed to spend all the leisure time he 
could spare from his work in reading and studying. He 
brought home with him many books, among them all that 
Henry George had written up to that time He studied 
these writings with an interest that grew daily stronger and 
then began to translate some of them for publication in 
Danish. 

But the theories were too new to Denmark, and few would 
read the books at first. Linderberg began to hold public 
meetings and travelled about the country preaching the new 
doctrine. Just about this time the waves of Socialism com-
ing over from Germany, swept through Denmark, arousing 
the minds of the working-class. But there is a wide differ 
ence between Georgeism (as we Danes call Single Tax) and 
Socialism in the German form, the difference between 
slavery and tyranny on the one side, and freedom on the 
other; between the irresistible power of the leaders, and the 
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free will of the people. It can be easily understood that 
the two doctrines cannot, without difficulty, find themselves 
in concord. Linderberg fought alone against the rising 
power of the Socialists. Their leaders were afraid of him, 
and at last forced him to give up his work and take service 
with them on their paper, The Social Democrat, on the staff 
of which he is still employed. 

But other men took up the work Linderberg had been 
forced to drop. Several public school, or rather peasant 
school teachers, among them a man by the name of Lange, 
began to study the teachings of Henry George with good 
effect. Lange started discussions in the press, which 
aroused considerable interest. He translated Progress and 
Poverty, and influenced translations of many others of 
George's writings. Two years ago a society was formed for 
the study and propaganda of the theories of the Single Tax, 
with Mr. Sophus Berthelsen as President. Mr. Berthelsen 
is a prominent lawyer, and a very able man. By his efforts 
and energy the gospel of Henry George is being widely 
spread in Denmark. Mr. Berthelsen travels about the 
country lecturing at his own expense, and gives also of his 
own money for the publication of many small tracts and 
pamphlets which he himself or others have written. H e is 
the editor of the monthly paper which is the organ of the 
Danish Single Taxers Ret. Landsret og Mandsret. (Justice. 
Rights of man and rights of the land). Mr. Berthelsen has 
written a very able dissertation on " The Railroads and the 
Community," which deals ably with the important problem 
of municipal ownership of steam and street railways. 

The Henry George Association in Denmark now numbers 
2,000 members, gathered from the most intelligent portion 
of the population. Lawyers, physicians, teachers, clergymen 
and artizms of education are among the members. Den-
mark is only a little country with an entire population of 
only two and a half million souls. The capital, Copenhagen, 
has a half a million inhabitants, the other towns range from 
35,000 to 2,000 souls. But almost every town in Denmark 
has now its branch of the Henry George Association. 
Meetings are held frequently everywhere, and discussions 
started in the local press which are followed with interest. 
There is such devotion to the memory of Henry George 
that parents believing in his theories show their admiration 
by giving his name to their children. Throughout 
Denmark the understanding of Single Tax grows rapidly. 
The question of taxation was brought to the notice of every 
candidate for the recent parliamentary elections. The 
strongest opposition has thus far come from the Socialists. 
But so noticeable has been the growth of the movement, 
that Socialist Mayor of Copenhagen, Jensen, has begun a 
plan of taxation on the basis of Single Tax doctrines in the 
capital city, where land has already enormously increased in 
value. I, as well as all other Single Taxers in Denmark, 
expect to see our theories adopted as a turning point in 
Danish politics, a change that would not only benefit us, 
but would benefit the whole world.—Th. Popp, in The 
Single Tax Review, Summer No., 1906. 

T H E M O V E M E N T IN D E N M A R K . — T h e fourth annual 
meeting of the Danish Henry George Society was held in 
September, at Slagelse. The President, Dr. V. Christensen, 
reported a membership of 1874, constituting 44 "circles." 
It is interesting to learn the composition of the Society. 
322 are peasants and agricultural labourers, 361 farmers, 
181 teachers, 49 clergymen, 172 government officials, 52 
tradesmen, 44 dairy managers, 32 solicitors and 21 doctors, 
while the remaining 637 members are divided among other 
occupations including a county sheriff and a cabinet minister. 
It was decided to have a list of members printed as soon 
as possible. While there are certain objections to the 
publication of a list of members of any society for the pro-
pagation of what are regarded as "extreme" views, it would 
commit no one and be of considerable interest to know even 
approximately in what classes our own supporters are chiefly 

found. I am afraid we could not show such a large pro-
portion of farmers and landowners, for it must be remem-
bered that the majority of these Danish farmers own the 
land they occupy. They realise however that their interests 
as workers, not to say citizens, far outweigh their interests as 
landowners, and are not afraid to act accordingly. 

C . W . SORENSEN. 

THE CAPITAL T H A T IS N O T CAPITAL 
BUT LAND VALUE. 

£9,000,000 PROFIT. 

Hudson Bay £10 Shares Touch £100. 

For the first time on record the £10 shares of the 
Hudson Bay Company touched 100 yesterday, closing, after 
much selling and buying, at i o i£ . This gives a valuation 
of the company's capital, which stands at ^ r ,000 ,000 , of 
^10,000,000. 

It was in the early part of last year that the rise in the 
shares of the Hudson Bays became a marked feature on the 
Stock Exchange. Between the beginning and the end of 
February, 1905, £20 was added to the value of the shares, 
and a writer in the Express, in explaining the causes of the 
appreciation, also showed that there was more than a 
probability that the shares would touch .£100 before the 
top was reached. Since then the rise has been gradual but 
steady, but at last the .£100 has been reached. 

The company's prosperity is entirely owing to the large 
grants of land it has obtained in Western Canada owing 
to the bargain it made with the Government thirty-six years 
ago. Under that bargain it has received a total of 5,365,006 
acres of land in the provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
Of this total it has sold over a million and a-half acres, but 
there is still nearly a million pounds of the purchase money 
to come to the coffers of the company. 

The remainder of the land is yet unsold, and every year 
adds to its value in view of the marvellous progress the 
provinces are making. For the year ending March 31 last 
the company paid a dividend equal to £4 per share. 

—(London) Daily Express, October 17/06. 

The above illustration should do something to enlighten 
the Daily News and its Socialist contributors as to the 
nature and power of such capitalistic concerns. They 
might do worse than seriously ask themselves how long this 
and similar companies would stand up against a tax, say of 
4/- in the £ , on land values. 

A YULETIDE S n o w . — W h e n Moore penned his exqusite lines, 
" T h e r e ' s a bower of roses by Bendemer 's s t ream," he must have had 
in his mind's eye some such gorgeous and glowing spot as Mr. M. F. 
Thompson's Pharmacy, 17 Gordon Street, Glasgow, where the blaze of 
colour and the abundance of all forms of daintiness entitle the place to 
be named " A Temple of the Beautiful ." A prettier warehouse with 
lovelier contents could not be found. Mr. Thompson makes a specialty 
of Toilet Requisites, Perfumes, Soaps, Manicure Sets, and various 
Hygienic and Sanitary appliances. The perfumes are as numerous as 
they are beautiful. Among them are Mr. Thompson 's own celebrated 
Scotch Mountain Heather, Lavender Water, Imperial Bouquet, Royal 
Clyde Yachting Bouquet, Real Essence of Parma Violets, White Rose, 
White Lilac, Shamrock, and an exquisite and refreshing new perfume, 
Christmas Bouquet. These perfumes may be had in leatherette cases 
of all colours. More expensive, however, a te the cases containing one, 
two, or three bottles of the first qualities of perfume. Some of the cases 
are of fanciful design, the more notable Hand Painted cn Satin and Silk 
also Japanese W o r k Boxes with bunches of violets on the lid, while 
others represent a serviceable jewel case, ladies' work-basket and other 
articles of the boudoir. Genuine Eau de Cologne is also to be had, as 
well as scented soaps in every variety. Husbands and fathers in search 
of Christmas and New Year Gifts for their dear ones, should visit Mr. 
Thompson. F rom the multiplicity of dainty articles on show a number 
of exquisite presents could be chosen. Mr. Thompson has issued a 
beautiful calendar, one of the finest things of the kind we have seen.— 
Advt. 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D NOTES. 
[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.I 

Following on the General Secretary's recent visit to 
Warrington, a meeting of the local members of the league 
was held on Friday, October 26th, at which it was unani-
mously resolved to form a Warrington Branch of the league, 
with Mr. W. H. Sherburn as president, and Mr. Lewsey as 
hon. treasurer. Mr. R. Ockel, 9 Walton New Road, 
Warrington, was elected hon. secretary. Ladies are eligible 
for membership. It was further resolved to hold meetings 
on alternate Friday evenings—some smaller and of an 
educational character, and others to which the general 
public will be invited. 

* # # 

A meeting of the branch was held on November 9th, 
in Gregory's Cafe, Warrington. After a few introductory 
remarks by the president, and a short speech by the secre-
tary, explaining the objects of the league and the justice of 
its proposals, members were asked to state and discuss 
difficulties. A discussion arose on the apparent injustice of 
the single tax when applied to recent purchasers of land. 
Reference was made to Henry George's masterly treatment 
of this question in his chapter on " The great-great-grandson 
of Captain Kidd," in his little book on " The (Irish) Land 
Question." Mr. Ockel remarked that even the purchaser of 
land need not lose anything, since the return to labour 
would rise to an undreamt of degree, as well as the return 
to real capital, if he were engaged in any industrial under-
taking. Besides, no one proposed to introduce the single 
tax all at once, and its gradual application would mitigate 
any " in jus t ice" that might arise from the sudden adoption 
of a tax of 20/- in the 

« » • 

Arrangements were made for addresses by Mr. C. H. 
Smithson, of Halifax, on November 23rd, and by Mr. E. 
M'Hugh, of Liverpool, on December 7th. There will be a 
social evening on December 2rst, when a performance of 
" A Christmas Dream " will be given, with Mr. F. Skirrow 
in the principal part. 

* « * 

About a year ago there was only one member of the 
league in Warrington. There is now a growing branch of 
about fifty members. There is a moral to this story which 
we commend to any of our members in other towns who are 
feeling rather lonely for lack of organised support. 

« • « 

A friend at Truro (Cornwall) writes :—" In this town 
house rents are continually rising. I called on one of our 
Town Council candidates, and offered to show him some of 
the places that are called ' houses,' that people have to live 
in, but he told me he had already seen enough during his 
short canvass. He had lived in Truro for 40 years, but he 
never knew that there were such fearful slums in the city. 
Not many yards from our streets there are fields let for graz 
ing at from £ 5 to j£6 an acre, but if the land is wanted for 
building purposes, the landlords will not let it under jQ20 an 
acre, and then you must build large houses which will come 
back to them in 99 years, at the end of the lease. The 
landlords are taking from the people the money which ought 
to go to build up the trade of the town." 

• • « 

The hearty congratulations of all friends of the movement 
will be given to one of our active champions in Parliament 
on the following announcement, which appeared in the 
Tribune and other papers last month :— 

TRBVRI.YAN.— On November 5th, at 14 Great College Street, 
Westminster, the wife of Charles Trevelyan, M.P. , of a son. • • * 

In the sweeping victory of the Moderate (" Municipal 
Reform ") candidates in the Metropolitan Borough Councils 
elections last month, it is pleasant to be able to congratulate 

our active member, Mr. Andrew Wilson, on his victory at 
Woolwich, where he stood as a Labour candidate. Speaking 
at the principal meeting on behalf of the Labour candidates 
before the election, Mr. George N. Barnes, M.P., appealed 
as a trades unionist representative and a Socialist, to all 
trades unionists to support the Labour policy in the muni-
cipal elections, and he especially directed his remarks to 
the members of the A.S.E. The question for the electors 
to consider was not as to the increasing rates, but as to who 
was going to pay those rates. The rise in the value of land 
and houses was not the result of what any man did, or any 
group of men, but was the result of the presence of the 
industry of the people as a whole. Therefore the duty of 
the electors was to return men who would see that the rates 
were put upon the proper shoulders—that was, upon the 
landlords. (Loud applause.) 

« « * 

The " Municipal Reform " party issued a poster devoted 
to the taxation of land values, with extracts from the 
majority and minority reports, designed to prove that there 
was no substantial fund in that direction, and asserting that 
such a system would make rents higher and houses fewer 1 * * • 

Mr. M'Guigan, run for the Kingston Ward of Portsmouth 
by the local Single Tax Union, was unfortunately not 
successful. But the Union is to be congratulated on the 
very thorough way in which the campaign was used for 
educational purposes. Its members deserved success though 
they have not yet achieved it. 

• » * 

Mr. Mervyn J. Stewart, of New Zealand, has been giving 
valuable help by speaking in the Yorkshire district. We 
hope that some opportunity may be given him in London 
of placing his exceptional knowledge of the movement in 
New Zealand at the service of the cause. 

* » # 

Mr. Richard Brown, the hon. secretary of the Tyneside 
Branch, addressed the members of the Swalwell Literary 
Society on " T h e Historical Side of the Land Question," on 
November 16th. Mr. William Speers presided, and in the 
discussion which followed the lecture Mr. James Veitch, 
Mr. J. Donnelly, Mr. Raine, and others took part. 

* * » 

At Bedlington, Northumberland, on Saturday November 
roth, a capital debate on "Liberalism v. Socialism" took 
place : Mr. Frank C. Thomborough, Newcastle, championed 
the Liberal cause, and Councillor J. W. Johnson, Newcastle, 
supported Socialism. Mr. Thornborough very clearly showed 
that land monopoly and not capitalism was the cause of the 
present condition of our social system. The debate was 
carefully followed by all present. 

* « * 

The League has arranged with the Wesleyan Methodist 
Union of Social Service for a series of "Six talks on Social 
Reform" (with special reference to land reform). The 
meetings will be held on Friday evenings at 6.30, at the 
Leysian Mission, City Road, London. The first five "talks" 
will be taken by Mr. Berens, the sixth by Mr. Verinder. 
The subjects are as follows :— 

Nov. 16.—Introductory Address. 
Dec. 7 .—"The Problem of Production." 
Jany. 4 . — " T h e Problem of Distribution." 
Feb. 1 .—"The Law of Social Life." 
Mar. 1 .—"The Life and Teaching of Henry George." 
April 5 .—"The Bible and the Land Question." 

The meetings are open to all. It is understood that a 
number of Wesleyan ministers, interested in the social 
question, have given in their names for the cause. 

• • • 

A Socialist friend at Sowerby Bridge, writing for literature, 
states that a debate has been arranged on the question " that 
the proposed taxation of land values is not practicable." 
Four members of a local mutual improvement society were 
to take the affirmative, and the Socialist Institute had ap-
pointed four of its members to oppose. 
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The following lectures and meetings hare already been 
arranged for December :— 

Dec. 2—North Camberwell Radical Club. L. H. Berens 
m 3—Preston, Weavers' Hall, Walker St. F. Verinder : 

"Taxation of Land Values," 7.30 (for Guild of 
St. Matthew). 

-Walthamstow League of Young Liberals. L. H. 
Berens. 

Lancaster Labour Party. F. Verinder: "Taxation 
of Land Values." 

•Buttershaw Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
Barrow-in-Furnace Labour Party. F. Verinder 
Blackpool I.L.P. F. Verinder. 
Workington, Co-operative Hall. F. Skirrow. 
Preston, Reform Club. F. Verinder: " T h e Un-

employed and the Land Question." 
Leysian Mission, City Road. L. H. Berens (as 

above). 
-Warrington Branch, Co-op. Hall. E. M'Hugh. 
-Low Moor Liberal Club. E. Binns. 
•Bristol, Y.M.C.A. Hall. F. Verinder: " T h e 

Unemployed and the Land Question." 
Undercliffe Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
Idle Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 

•St. John, at Hackney Church Institute (Wenlock's 
Barn, Isabella Road). F. Verinder. 3.30. 

17-—Clay Cross, Derbyshire, Federated Friendly Socie-
ties. W. R. Lester. 

-Warrington Branch. Social Evening. 
-Low Moor Liberal Club. A Lecture. 

4— 
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The secretary will visit the Warrington Branch on Decem-
ber 8th and 9th, and probably Manchester on the 10th. 
Mr. W. R. Lester will be lecturing in the Bradford district 
on December 18th, 19th, and 20th. Several other lectures 
in provincial towns are being arranged, and some local 
friends at Ramsgate are proposing to organise a public 
meeting in Mr. Harry Marks constituency. 

* * » 

The Secretary's lecture at Bristol is being organised by a 
special committee consisting of delegates from the Bristol 
Trades Council, the Guild of St. Matthew, the Christian 
Social Union, the Christian Social Brotherhood, the British 
Socialists Society (S.D.F.), the Wesleyan Methodist Union 
of Social Service, and other societies. A member of the 
committee writes:—"It seems to us that the time is ripe for 
your League in Bristol. The unemployed problem is very 
acute here. A meeting of citizens was held to consider it 
last week, under the presidency of the Lord Mayor, who is 
making a special appeal for funds. All palliation—no 
remedy 1" 

• # * 

Thanks to the generosity of our old co-worker, George B. 
Orr, the League, amongst other good work accomplished 
during the past month, have posted a copy of the new edition 
of " T h e Condition of Labour," to forty ministers of religion 
of different denominations throughout the country. They 
will be only too glad to post another forty copies, if any of 
our readers will forward them the sovereign necessary to 
cover the expenses. 

F R E D K . V K R I N D E R , Gen. See., E.L.7.L. V. 

O N E N C L O S I N G A C O M M O N . 

A lord that proposed for his more avayle, 
To compasse in a common with a rayle, 
Was reckoning with his friend about the cost 
And charge of every rayle and every post ; 
But he (that wisht his greedy humour crost) 
Sayd, Sir, provide you posts, and without fayling 
Your neighbours round about will find you rayling. 

Sir John Harrington. 

AN EARNEST APPEAL. 

W a n t e d . 

Special Literature Fund. 
u The STORY of my DICTATORSHIP." 

FOR many years the Associated Leagues have felt 
the want of a fund to provide permanent supplies 
of cheap reprints of standard works on our question. 
It is realised that if handled in a business-like way 
such a fund could be made self-supporting, if not 
steadily increasing, as the trade and even the 
Leagues themselves need only be supplied at 
prices that leave a fair margin of profit. To secure 
this desirable end, it is necessary to keep such a 
fund entirely separate frotr. all other League funds. 
Hence it is that we herewith make an earnest 
appeal to our generous co-workers to provide the 
£ 5 0 necessary for this purpose. The first work 
we propose is the publication of a cheap, 6d. 
edition, of " The Story of my Dictatorship," which 
its authors have unreservedly placed at our dis-
posal. Fifty Pounds will certainly cover the cost 
of producing an edition of 5000 copies—subsequent 
editions will cost considerably less, as this price in-
cludes the cost of setting up and stereoing. All 
the takings will accrue to the Fund, to be used for 
similar reproductions, as the Executives of the 
Associated Leagues may decide. Our active co-
worker, Mr. L. H. Berens, has willingly consented 
to take charge of this important branch of our 
activities, to act as Treasurer, to attend to all trade 
arrangements, and to send to the Executive of each 
League quarterly or half-yearly statements of pro-
ductions, stock, outgoings, and takings. 

Before our next issue we confidently hope to be 
able to announce that at least the Fifty Pounds 
required to start this necessary Fund has been 
raised. No orders will be placed before it is in 
hand, and should it not be raised the ameunts 
subscribed will be returned to the Subscribers. 

Mr. W. R. Lester and Mr. Berens have been 
suggested as Administrators or Trustees of the 
Fund. 

A list of the contributions received will appear 
in next issue of Land Values. 

Please address all Subscriptions to 
L. H. BERENS, 

8 Dawson Place, Bayswater, London, W. 
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THE SINGLE TAX REVIEW. 

The autumn number of " The Single Tax Review " seems 
to us by far the best it has yet issued. It is certainly a 
bright vigorous fighting number, and we only wish we could 
afford to buy a thousand copies and to post them to as many 
active politicians in this country. The place of honour is 
deservedly given to a most interesting and instructive article 
by P. J. O'Regan, one of the most active Single Tax 
Leaders of New Zealand, on :— 

The Real Truth r e g a r d i n g Land Taxat ion in 
New Zealand. 

In it he gives a brilliant resume and trenchant criticism 
"of the measure in which the modicum of land values tax-
ation in operation in that country is applied," and from 
which we regret that the necessary limits of our space 
prevents us from quoting more than the concluding passage, 
which runs as follows :— 

" W e have undoubtedly done much to apply land 
value taxation in practice, and our experience has fully 
borne out the contentions of those who advocate the 
taxation of land values. But we have made more 
mistakes than are to my liking, and these, rather than 
the principle itself, have caused some dissatisfaction 
which has enabled unscrupulous critics to attack the 
principle with some effect. It is certain that no serious 
attempt will ever be made to repeal the advances we 
have made, and I am confident that once the Georgian 
theory has been carried out in all its entirety the 
question of taxation will have been permanently 
settled." 

Public Ownership of Public Utilities 
Is the subject of the next article, by William J. Ogden. 
It opens with a few pertinent remarks concerning the 
value of statistics and statisticians which we venture to 
commend to the special attention of L. Chiozsa Money, 
et hoc genus otnne. His first conclusion is that "The re is a 
public function and there is a private function ; and we are 
not left to 'figures ' to find which is public and which is 
private." In illustration he points out that the paved 
streets, tramways and railroads, are " all mere elaborations 
of the common roads" ; that, like common roads, they are 
" t h e primary function of human association." He 
emphatically contends that " It is impossible to conceive of 
the continuance of private ownership for private profit of the 
roads and their contained utilities any longer than the time 
taken to educate the people as to their rights and the 
invasion of them." And he wisely reminds us that " T h e 
argument that the enlargement of public business will be 
dangerous to our liberties overlooks the incongruity of 
private ownership of public business." 

His final conclusion is certainly well worth quoting in full, 
it runs as follows : — 

" The consummation of free government will only be 
achieved when government shall assume the exclusive 
performance of all strictly public business, and taxes 
shall be drawn solely from the value of the land 
comprising the jurisdiction." 

Philosophic Anarchists and the Single Tax. 
Under this heading, J, F. Morton, Jr., a recent convert, 

briefly justifies the position of " the large number of 
philosophic Anarchists who, without ceasing to cherish their 
own large ideals, have felt it incumbent on them to join the 
Single Tax movement." He sums up their position, as well 
as the undoubted tendency of our movement, in the 
following thoughtful and most suggestive passage :— 

" They are not traitors in the camp, who ally them-
selves with the Single Tax movement with the secret 
intent of diverting it from its legitimate course. They 

accept the logic of the situation as requiring the 
freedom of the land as an essential prelude to other 
forms of freedom. The Single Tax is practicable at 
the present day. It takes off burdens from the backs 
least able to bear them. It is a form of transformation 
wholly in the direction of a wider liberty Even 
if many of the predictions of enthusiastic Single Taxers 
prove exaggerated, it will at least be found that the 
Single Tax opens the door to the largest forward move-
ment that the race is ready to take. I t does not, like 
Socialism, entwine us in an elaborate system from which 
escape is well-nigh impossible While there is 
little ground for expecting the triumph of the exact 
form of Socialism now being widely preached, the 
future holds the distinct threat of a paternalism 
combining Socialistic beaurocrary with monopolistic 
robbery, and defying all attempts to shake off its yoke 
by peaceable means. The only strong counter move-
ment, based on a clear-cut economic analysis and 
recognising the fundamental rights of the individual in 
society, is that of the Single Tax Therefore 
henceforth their fight is mine." 

Socialism a Reversion. 
In two short pages Ernest Crosby gives forcible and 

philosophic expression to the growing conviction that 
Socialism, though comparatively a new word, denotes and 
signifies a very ancient thing; viz., the most primitive, as 

Like, all other working tools, there 
are many grades of Fountain Pens, 
Good-only fair-bad. It is money 
thrown away to buy the bad 
and only fair. The Best is only 
good enough. T o experiment 
with cheap or unknown 
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Better spend half- z 
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you don't know 
what. . . . 
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well as the most despotic, social state of which we have any 
record; a society in which the individual has no value and 
the community is everything, which necessarily crushes out, 
as inconsistent with its own continuance, all innovations and 
all assertion of individuality, on the part of either the 
highest or the lowest of the community; a society from the 
tyranny of which it has taken the human race thousands of 
years of struggle and strife even partially to escape. " W e 
are still far from free," to use Crosby's words, " monopoly 
and custom still oppress us with a heavy hand. But are we 
for that reason to stop climbing ? Are we deliberately to 
put ourselves back under the awful despotism of an 
invisible idea of society, a hobgoblin which we have been so 
long exorcising?" And he concludes with the following 
telling passage:— 

" The altruistic basis of Christian ethics is individual-
istic—it is to love your neighbour as yourself—not the 
State or the Church, mind you, but the individual 
neighbour. . . . It is Socialism, properly speaking, 
which is neither altruistic nor egoistic, but which builds 
up a third imaginary Frankenstein monster which 
neither hears nor sees nor feels, but on whose altar the 
individual must be sacrificed. . . . All praise to the 
Socialist for their condemnation of current injustice ! 
But when they ascribe it to individualism they make a 
mistaken diagnosis. It is the denial of true individualism 
by monopoly and prejudice that lies at the root of our 
social ills; and the remedy lies in making the individual 
still more master of himself, and not in enslaving him 
to an organisation raised to life from historic tombs." 

Amongst the other articles is one by William Lloyd 
Garrison on his recent visit to Great Britain, in which he 
makes a most complimentary reference to the Glasgow 
Single Taxers, a reference which would be endorsed by all 
acquainted with their untiring labours. James W. Bucklin 
discusses the perennial subject "Under what Name?" 
commending "Georgian" (!), "Georgite," "Georgist," or 
some other derivative from the name of our immortal leader. 

With every three new subscribers to " T h e Single Tax 
Review" a cloth bound copy of " T h e Romance of John 
Brainbridge " will be sent post paid to any address. And 
to anyone sending 25 new subscribers the proprietors will 
present the Anniversary Edition of the works of Henry 
George, in ten volumes. L. H. B. 

N O T FAVOURS BUT JUSTICE. 

Benevolent institutions maintained by employers for the 
benefit of their work-people are advantageous where they 
exist, but affect only a very small proportion of the 
industrial population—they are a few pin-points in a fifty-
acre field. The model settlements with their gardens, 
cottages, schools, playgrounds, hospital, stores, library, club 
and baths, are pleasant to contemplate, but I am convinced 
from a study of the facts that a general or even a large ex-
tension of them is a vain dream. Two such experienced 
students of social questions as Mr. Yves Guyot, a champion 
of individualism, and Mr. Graham Brooks, a sympathiser 
with socialism, who approach the subject from opposite 
points of view, and agree in little else, denounce such 
paternal institutions as a folly and a fraud. Those who look 
for a solution of " t he social question" in this direction 
deceive themselves. The whole tendency of t h ; times is 
against it. The passing of industrial undertakings into the 
hands of corporations and companies, and their great in-
crease in size, the disappearance of personal relations, the 
growth of urban communities, the organization of labour, 
its growing power and independence, the regulation of 
industrial conditions by law, universal education—all are 
fatal to the patriarchal order of things, to the idea of superior 
and inferior positions, to the conferring and receiving of 
benefits. What labour demands in a modern community 
is not favours but justice; not gifts but a fair share of the 
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takings, with the means and the opportunity to provide its 
own welfare institutions. It is a sound, wholesome, and 
proper aspiration, inseparable indeed from the organic 
development of society. Nor is it one to which the benevo-
lent can object for benevolence includes justice and liberty. 
What the honestly benevolent employer really aims at is 
justice. In the older state of society it is attained in one 
way, in the newer in another. The conditions have 
changed, and if something is lost—the personal interest, the 
kindly family relation—something is gained. Justice under 
the new conditions will be less dependent on individual 
good-will, and far more generally diffused for the personal 
interest, etc.; have always been exceptional, and it will be 
free from any suggestion of condecension.— 

From " Industrial Eff iciency" (Shadwell). 

S P E C I A L O F F E R S 
TO 

PROPAGANDISTS AND POLITICAL SOCIETIES. 
The Land Question, by Henry George. 

Our Special 3d. Edition, 15/- per 100, Carriage Paid. 
The Condition of Labour, by Henry George. 

Our Special 6d. Edition, 35 / - per 100, Carriage Paid. 
Protection or Free Trade, by Henry George. 

Our Special Half-Price (6d.) Edition, 35 / - per 100, 
Carriage Forward. 

The Story of My Dictatorship. 
Our Special 6d. Edition, 30 / - per ioo, Carriage Paid. 

A Parcel of 50 of each of the above Books 

(Retailing- for 87/6), 57/6j Carriage Paid. 

From the 
"LAND VALUES" PUBLICATION DEPARTMENTS, 

13 Dundas Sr. Glasgow; 2 Darley St., Bradford; and 
376-377 Strand, London, W.C. 

A Limited Number only. 

"DEMOCRACY versus SOCIALISM." 
A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF SOCIALISM 

AS A REMEDY FOR SOCIAL INJUSTICE 
AND AN EXPOSITION OF THE SINGLE TAX DOCTRINE. 

By MAX H I R S C H (Melbourne). 

SOME PRESS NOTICES. 
A real contribution to the study of the existing relations of land, 

industry, and capi ta l .—The Spectator. 
T h e woik is earnest and thoughtful th roughout ; it merits the close 

attention of every political s tuden t .—The Daily Mail (London). 
Mr. I l irsch's book is worth reading and studying by all interested in 

social and economic problems.—The Guardian. 
A very complete statement of the Socialist position in all its aspects, 

and an able criticism of its ideals and me thods .—Live r foo l Post. 
Mr. I l i rsch 's criticisms of the Socialist doctrine are searching and 

thorough, and his attitude is consistently jus t .—Literature . 
Mr. I l i rsch 's book is one for the thinker rather than for the partisan. 

—The New Age. 

Original Library (10/6) Edition, 5 / 6 , Post Free, 
FROM 

T H E " L A N D VALUES" PUBLICATION OFFICES, 
13 Dundas St., Glasgow; 2 Darley St., Bradford; and 

376 377 Strand, London, W.C. 
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John Colder^ & Co. 
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Reports, 
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Programmes, 
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ESTIMATES given for all Classes of Work. 
TelepHone N 0, 3B7S, 

Corporation Telephone No. 8B78. 

NEW LEAFLETS. 
"Taxat ion of Land Values—What i t would do; 

What i t has done in Australia and New 
Zealand. 4 pp. leaflet (small size), No. 31; Price 
3 /9 per 1 0 0 0 . 

"Lower Rents, Lower Rates, Housing- and Em-
ployment." 2 pp. leaflet, No. 32 ; Price 3 / - per 
1000. 

"The Royalty Question.—Landlord Exactions and 
Workers' Wages." 2 pp. leaflet, No. 33 ; Price 
3/- per 1000. 

"Taxat ion of Land Values.—Explanatory, and 
showing where it is in operation." 4 pp. leaflet, 
No. 34 ; Price 4/6 per 1000. 

'The Unemployed and the Land Question." 2 pp. 
leaflet; Price 6d. per 100. 

"The Government and the Unemployed." 4 pp. 
leaflet. Price 1/- per 100. 

Send for Sample Copies to '' Land Values '' Offices. 

The Single Tax Review. 
A 64-Page Quarterly Record of the Progress of the Single Tax 
and Tax Reform throughout the World. 

Subscription—Price $100 a Year. 
11 F R A N K F O R T S T R E E T , N E W YORK C I T Y , U . S . A . 

Wi th evtrj T W O New Subscribers (not Renewals) a Copy of "Progress and 
P o r . r t y " ( the Doubleday-Page Edit ion, bound in Cloth and published for 1 dol. 
will bo « n t post-paid. K v e r j Single Taxer should be able to get two Subscribers 
and thus secure for himself a oopy of the great work of the master . 

TO ADVERTISERS. 
We have NO W A S T E COPIES. All our " r e t u r n s " are 

regularly distributed at Political, Literary, Social Reform, and 
other Public Meetings. " LAND VALUES " finds a place in the 
Public Libraries and Reading Rooms, and in Social and Reform 
circles in the cities and towns throughout Britain, in all British 
Colonies, and in tbe United States of America. 

Works of Henry George 
NEW LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE 

INCLUDING T H E 

LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE 
By HENRY GEORGE, J r . 

J u s t P u b l i s h e d , in ten volumes, 12mo., handsomely bound 
in buckram, with gilt tops, untrimmed edges, etc. It contains a full 
set of portraits, and is in all respects equal to the well-known 
M E M O R I A L E D I T I O N , issued in 1898, which is now out of print, 
and which sold for £ 5 5s. per set. 

What Tom L. Johnson says to the 
Publishers :— 

" G E N T L E M E N , 

" I wish to congratulate you on bringing out a new 
library edition of the Works of Henry George. The day is not far 
distant when the professional or business man who does not under-
stand the philosophy of Henry George will stand discredited in any 
intelligent community. 

" A knowledge of this philosophy will broaden and strengthen 
any man, morally and intellectually; will make him a more public 
spirited citizen, and better equip him for the activities of business and 
professional life. I t will give him a clearer comprehension of his 
duties to his fellow man, to the State, and to the Great Ruler of 
the Universe ; lifting him immeasurably above the plane of vanity, 
sordidness and selfishness which now seems to be the chief end of 
man. 

" I hope and believe that youi enterprise will be a success beyond 
your most sanguine expectations. 

" Very truly yours, 
" T O M L. J O H N S O N . " 

LIST OF THE VOLUMES: 
Volume I . Progress and Poverty. 
Volume I I . Social Problems. 
Volume I I I . The Land Question. 

This volume contains three short works : (1) a brochure of 
seventeen short chapters and entitled " The Land Quest ion;" 
(2) "Proper ty in Land," a passage-at-arms with the Duke of 
Argyle; (3) " T h e Condition of Labour," an open letter to 
Pope Leo XI I I . , in reply to the Pope's encyclical letter on 
" the condition of labour." 

Volume IV. Protection or Free Trade. 
Volume V. A Perplexed Philosopher. 
Volumes VI. and VII. The Science of Political 

Economy. 
Volume VIII . Our Land and Land Policy. 

This volume contains, besides selected speeches, lecture, 
and miscellaneous writings, the pamphlet which, first published 
in 1871, was the forerunner of " Progress and Poverty " eight 
years later. 

Volumes IX. and X. The Life of Henry George. 

T e r m s o f P u r c h a s e . 
This handsome Set of Books, of uniform size 

and boxed, for J B 3 1 5 s . cash with order, or £ 4 
payable in monthly instalments of 8 / - per 
month. 

"Land Values" Publishing Offices. 

13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW. 
376-7 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 
2 DARLEY STREET, BRADFORD. 
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