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OUR OBJECT. 

This journal exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

The Taxation of Land Values is not a tax on land, 
but on the value of land. Thus it would not fall 011 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on that not 
in proportion to the use made of it, but in proportion 
to its value. It would thus be a tax, not on the use 
or improvement of land, but on the ownership of land, 
taking what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments under the Taxation of Land Values 
all value created by individual use or improvement 
would be excluded, and the only value taken into con-
sideration would be the value attaching to the bare 
land by reason of neighbourhood, public improve-
ments, &c. Thus the farmer would have no more 
taxes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot 
erected a valuable building would be taxed no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant. 

The Taxation of Land Values, in short, would call 
upon men to contribute to the public revenues, not in 
proportion to what they produce or accumulate, but 
in proportion to the value of the natural opportunities 
they hold. It would compel them to pay just as 
much for holding land idle as for putting it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) T a k e the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

distr icts where l and has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements , and put it on towns and cities, where 
ba re land rises to a value of tens of t housands of p o u n d s 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a ho rde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government , and greatly 
r educe its cost. 

(3) I t would do away with fines a n d penalt ies now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
bu i lds a mach ine , or in any way adds to the general 
s tock of wealth and employs labour . I t would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duc t ion or exchange without fine or restriction, a n d 
would leave to each the full p roduc t s of his toil, 
whether of h a n d s or bra in . 

I t would, on the other hand, by taking for public 
uses that value which attaches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the community, make 
the holding of land unprofitable to the mere owner, 
and profitable only to the user. It would thus make 
it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold 
natural opportunities—such as valuable land—unused 
or only half used, and would throw open to labour 
the illimitable field of employment which the earth 
offers to man. 

'"Xanb IDalues 
1Rew=!eai\ 

* * * 

As these words are p e n n e d we have before us 
the first publ ic u t te rance of Britain's new Premier , Sir 
Hen ry Campbe l l -Bannerman , del ivered at the Alber t Ha l l 
London , Thursday , 21st December . I n the course of his 
most wholesome and refreshing speech which the count ry 
will welcome after the long night of class legislation and 
despair, the Pr ime Minister o n c e more, in power, as in 
opposi t ion, p ledged his government to deal with land reform 
and the Taxa t ion and Ra t ing of land values. As the Daily 
News put it in its headl ines of Sir Hen ry ' s inspiring s p e e c h — 

" Colonisation of the Country. The Land to be 
less of a pleasure-ground for the rich and more 
of a treasure-house of the nation. Land Values 
to be rated." 

* * * 

W e hearti ly congra tu la te the P r i m e Minister upon his 
accession to office. By his s ta tesmanl ike a t t i tude and out-
look on what is n a m e d our Fore ign Policy no less than his 
radical grasp and clear enuncia t ion of the legislation neces-
sary in h o m e affairs h e has won the favour and support of 
the country ar.d has b e e n enab led to form a representat ive 
s t rong government , which, it has been m a d e qui te manifest 
already, has the conf idence of t he country, as it will, we 
believe, have the suppor t of the const i tuencies at the Genera l 
Elec t ion fixed to t ake place this m o n t h . 

* * * 

Besides the P r ime Minister , the most impor tan t m e m b e r s 
of t he Cab ine t are well-known advocates of the taxat ion of 
land values such as Mr. Asqui th ( the Chancel lor of the Ex-
chequer) , Sir E d w a r d Grey, Mr. J o h n Morley, Mr. H a l d a n e , 
Ear l Carr ington, Mr. L loyd George, Mr. Bryce, t he Earl of 
Abe rdeen , Mr . H e r b e r t Gladstone, and Capta in Sinclair. All 
the m e m b e r s of t he Cabinet , a n d all Liberal candidates , 
with t he exception of one er two, are pledged to p romote 
the policy, while a great many of t he candida tes vigorously 
advoca te it at their meet ings. 

* * * 

A drawing-room meet ing was held on Saturday a f te rnoon, 
10/11/05, at Jo rdanhi l l H o u s e , Glasgow (the res idence of 
Mr. J . Pa rke r Smith), unde r the auspices of t he Sociological 
Branch of the Scottish Chris t ian Social U n i o n for the pur-
pose of forming a Girls Club in the ne ighbourhood . In the 
course of t he discussion, repor ts the Glasgow Herald, Miss 
Stewart Wright said " that while a perfect city was what 
they all a imed at having, it was a thing difficult to at tain. 
Dr ink was by no m e a n s always the cause of poverty a n d 
rniseiy. A great m a n y men a n d girls were working for less 
than a living wage. Many girls who came to the c lubs 
worked for 7s. a w e e k — a wage they considered " not bad . " 
Walking abou t the streets in t he evenings was gett ing worse 
ins tead of bet ter among girls of this class, a n d it was a sign 
of the t imes that these girls ha t ed to belong to c lubs or sew-
ing meet ings connec ted with any church ." 

* * * 

T h e Rev. Ro l l and Ramsay ( H o n . Secretary of the U n i o n ) 
was the only other speaker . H e s a i d — " T h e Gui lds of Play 
were b o u n d to tell in prevent ing that hool iganism so m u c h 
to be deplored a m o n g lads and girls of the poorer classes. 
T h e men ' s c lubs h a d proved a great boon to many who h a d 
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been losing hold of all that was good simply f rom lack of 
encou ragemen t to keep straight and by the absolu te joyless-
ness of their lives. Sympathy a n d pract ical co-operat ion 
were needed even more than money if t he un ion was to d o 
all tha t was hoped for it." 

» » * 

" Sympa thy a n d practical co-operat ion " is offered girls 
with 7s. a week ( thousands have less). I t has to be ad-
mi t t ed a f te r years of pat ient a n d careful inquiry that d r ink 
is by no means t he cause of poverty and misery. T h e 
proof, if such is still d e m a n d e d , is the 7s. a week wage, 
" t he m e n and girls who are working for less than a living 
wage." T h e y ask for justice, for bread, and a decen t home , 
a n d they are offered a " Club " by the spokesman of t he 
C h u r c h in a west-end drawing-room. I s it any wonder tha t 
these poor degraded victims of c i rcumstances—over which 
they have no control—•" ha te " the C h u r c h a n d worship 
nightly in the pub l ic s t reets at t he shrine of hooliganism ? * * * 

T h e second par t of Bailie Ferguson ' s very able article in 
the Westminster Review appeared in t he D e c e m b e r number . 
We u n d e r s t a n d the art icle will be publ i shed in pamphle t 
form by the Municipal Confe rence Commi t t ee . It will b e 
we lcomed as a useful add i t ion to the l i terature of t h e 
m o v e m e n t . . 

* * * 

The Property Market Review, London , 25/11/05, gives a 
report of a paper read at a meet ing of the Auct ioneers ' 
Ins t i tu te at Derby by Mr. E d w a r d J . Vaughan , barrister-at-
law, on the " P r o p o s e d Taxa t ion of L a n d Values ." T h e 
na tu re a n d scope of the paper may be inferred f rom a state-
m e n t m a d e by the essayist tha t " there was no th ing in t he 
Bill for the taxat ion of land values more insidious and m o r e 
p regnan t with t he possibilities of mischief a n d injust ice t h a n 
the p roposed separate va luat ion ." 

# # • 

T h e Municipal C o n f e r e n c e C o m m i t t e e on t h e Taxa t ion 
of L a n d Values has issued a repor t of t he proceedings of t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e held at Manches te r , 21st N o v e m b e r . Th i s is 
the sixth Confe rence held unde r the auspices of the Com-
mittee, a report of which, and of the evening public meet -
ing, we give at length in ano ther co lumn. Judg ing f rom 
the speeches of the delegates a n d the enthusias t ic way they 
were received the munic ipa l movemen t is fixed till the taxa-
tion of land values is satisfactorily deal t with by Par l iament . 

• » » 

The Drapers' Record has been seriously grappl ing in recent 
issues with t he quest ion of l and monopoly and increasing 
land values as it affects business men a n d the working 
classes. " T h e r e can be no d o u b t , " the D. R., 4 /11 /05 , 
says, " that a very large n u m b e r of business m e n are acutely 
conscious of the bu rdens p laced upon t hem by the un jus t 
privileges of landowners . In il lustration the D. R. puts the 
case thus :— 

" T a k e the example of the discovery of minerals in a 
moun ta in side. T h e value of t he land for agricultural pur-
poses might be abou t , £ 5 0 0 a year. But the discovery of 
coal a n d iron makes all the difference. Capitalists will 
immediate ly take a lease of the ground, sink pits, and erect 
w o r k s ; a n d a town will speedily spring into exis tence in the 
immed ia t e ne ighbourhood . 'I he capitalists may lose their 
money—only to be succeeded by other capitalists, some of 
whom eventually m a k e the enterpr ise profitable. A n d what 
is the result to the l andowner who had d o n e n o t h i n g — 
except own the land ? P robab ly his income from tha t 
source has risen from , £ 5 0 0 to , £ 5 , 0 0 0 a year ; which is as 
m u c h a s troke of luck as if he had drawn the winner in a 
huge Derby sweep." 

• * • 

T h e editotial c o m m e n t s in t he leading article were t he 
o u t c o m e , it is explained, of interest excited by a le t ter to the 
D. R. which appeared the week previous, s igned by Mr . 
J a m e s Piatt , 78 St. Mart in 's Lane , W.C. Mr. P ia t t says : 
" C o u n t Tols to i calls the land t enu re system ' a great iniquity; ' 
he might truly have cal led it the greatest iniquity in the 
world." In the Evening Standard, October 3, there was an 
article on " Rising G r o u n d Rents . " I will give th ree of t he 
examples as proof tha t our present system means ruin to the 
t r adesman , or larger profits to pay the increase in rent a n d 
taxes : 

" Number one is t he U n i o n C l u b in Trafa lgar Square, 
which had a lease expiring on Oc tobe r 10, 1921, under 
which they paid only , £ 3 0 6 . It was decided to carry out 
impor t an t a l terat ions, and a longer term was required, so as 
t o ensure the e n j o y m e n t of t he result of the expendi ture . " 
Now carefully think over the condi t ions . " A new lease for 
60 years has been gran ted , for which a ' fine' of , £ 5 , 0 0 0 has 
been paid, and the new rental is no less a sum than . £ 2 , 0 0 0 
a year, and a compul sc ry fire insurance of , £ 4 0 , 0 0 0 ' at the 
least. ' By our land laws the owner of the land not only 
gets , £ 1 , 6 9 4 more rent for his ground, but he has the right 
at the end of the lease to t ake possession of the greatly 
improved premises without paymen t of one penny . 

" Example number two : T h e new premises of Messrs. 
Cout t ' s & Co. 's B a n k formerly p roduced in g round ren ts 
. £ 1 , 2 7 5 , but now, u n d e r a lease of 78 years, t he bank pays 
^£3,200 annual ly as g round rent . 

" Example number three: In St. James ' s Street some old 
houses and shops which paid . £ 4 2 3 have been replaced by 
a new business bui lding, whose g round rent for 79 years is 
. £ 1 , 2 5 0 for the first year a n d . £ 2 , 3 1 0 annual ly subse-
quent ly . 

" T h e above examples prove how by our land laws the 
owners of land b e c o m e so m u c h richer without any outlay 
of capital , skill, or labour on their part . T h e r e is no other 
inference to be d rawn there f rom but that it means ruin to 
the t r adesmen , or a larger profit on what he sells to cover 
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t he inc reased cost of rent a n d taxes by our land t enu re 
sys tem." 

* * * 

W e have excellent repor ts of Mr . W. R . Lester ' s cam-
paign in Yorkshire district last mon th , u n d e r t he auspices of 
t h e Yorkshi re Branch of t h e Engl ish League. Mr. Les te r 
— w h o was billed as ex-Pres ident of t he Scott ish L e a g u e for 
the Taxa t ion of L a n d V a l u e s — a d d r e s s e d ten meet ings in 
different parts of t he county , a n d was warmly received. 

W e give t he following press report as a sample of t h e 
good food suppl ied by our speaker . Speak ing at Keighley, 
13/12/05, at a Liberal mee t ing convened to discuss the 
proposals of the Tariff Commiss ion :— 

" Mr. Lester, entering into a dispassionate and masterly con-
sideration of the fundamental principles underlying trade relations, 
said that trade was merely an exchange of commodities or services, 
and any obstacle in its way was harmful to the community in 
general. Free trade was the natural trade, and natural trade was 
good trade. In checking trade, they were checking production. 
If England were asked to protect herself against other countries, 
why should not Yorkshire ask to be protected against Lancashire, 
or Leeds against Bradford. If they pushed Protection to its 
logical conclusion, they arrived at the point where every individual 
should protect himself against every other individual. Trade, 
however, was a device for helping each other, not for injuring 
each other. The argument that the foreigner would pay the duty 
was wearing very thin. In taxing imports they were only taxing 
themselves. Free trade was a labour-saving device, but had they 
ever considered theeffect of labour-saving devices under the present 
conditions? Those who worked with those labour-saving devices 
did not profit as they would under natural conditions, and Mr. 
Lester went on to show that the Taxation of Land Values was the 
remedy for such unjust and unnatural conditions. The advances 
in the arts of civilisation, he said, had resulted in site values 
increasing, in ten years, in a case in Glasgow, from £2 to 
,£1,260 per annum, while labour and capital were practically in 
one position all the time. That was how the produce of trade 
and labour was being soaked up, and that was the reason why the 
kind of free trade which we had got had not been as effective as it 
ought to have been. Mere justice demanded that the value in land 
created by the public should go into the public purse, and if they 
arranged for that, there would be an ample source of revenue. 
They could stop taxing trade, and trade would have such a bound 
forward that the very idea of fearing the foreigner would be 
ridiculous." 

# * # 

I n the course of a three night 's fiscal d e b a t e be tween Mr. 
J . M. Rober t son , Libera l cand ida t e for Tynes ide , a n d Mr. 
Samuel Story, formerly M.P . for Sunder l and , in Newcastle-
on-Tyne, 28th, 29th, a n d 30th November , Mr. R o b e r t s o n 
who d e f e n d e d Free T rade , advoca ted the taxat ion of land 
values. H e q u o t e d the well-known figures for New South 
Wales a n d N e w Zealand , showing how the policy in these 
Colonies h a d cr ippled l and monopo ly and urged it as the 
first great s t roke to be s t ruck in grappling with t he evil of 
unemploymen t . Mr. Rober t son , who was in good fighting 
form, j udg ing from the pr in ted report of the debate , re fer red 
to a case of landlord extor t ion in the T y n e s i d e district "where 
a charge of , £ 1 , 4 0 0 an acre h a d been m a d e for g round in 
which the poor are to bury their dead . " H e disc la imed 
a n y personal an imus to any man on this quest ion, and 
closed by declaring, " We a re fighting for women a n d chil-
d ren , for the bui ld ing of a better na t iona l life t han now 
e x i s t s , " Mr. R o b e r t s o n gave a good accoun t of himself all 
th rough t he debate , and his radical s tand on the land ques-
ion was warmly app lauded . 
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Scottish Motes anfc IRews. 
[Scottish readers of LanJ Values are invited to send news for this 

column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

All candidates should be "heckled " on the Tax-
ation of Land Values. Send to 13 Dundas Street, 
Glasgow, for copies of our leaflet—QUESTIONS 
TO CANDIDATES! 

* # * 

T h e four o ther explanatory leaflets, and the manifes to of 
t he League , men t ioned in ano ther column, should be widely 
d is t r ibuted at all political meet ings in every const i tuency. 
Call or write for supplies. 

* * * 

G O V A N E L E C T I O N . 
As our Wes t of Scotland readers know, 

Mr. Harry S. Murray, Galashiels, is the 
Liberal candidate for the Govan Division of 
Lanarkshire. The Election Campaign is 
now in course of progress, and we earnestly 
ask all local Single Taxers to specially assist 
in the work of canvassing. This is the assist-
ance most needed. Mr. Murray has been a 
vice-president of the League for a long num-
ber of years and presently holds that position. 
But he is known best for his years of splen-
did support to the League, and for his own 
efforts in bringing the question of land 
reform and the taxation of land values out 
into the open, as it is to-day. Mr. Murray is 
recognised as the " League's Candidate " in 
the public mind in a very special way, and it 
should be realised by all members that it is 
of the utmost importance he should be elected 
M.P. for Govan. The canvas will begin on 
8th inst. At least 50 or TOO canvassers are 
wanted, and we hope to have these at the 
earliest possible moment. Signify the same 
at 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow. 

# * # 

Dr. D u n d a s Whi te has r ende red splendid service to our 
m o v e m e n t in D u m b a r t o n s h i r e a n d the West of Scot land 
these past two years, on the p la t form and by his writings on 
the need for land reform, and the remedy. Las t m o n t h he 
h i d qu i te a brilliant series of meetings) with sp lendid local 
press reports . T h e member s of the new Vale of Leven 
Branch of the League are going to t ake off their coats on 
Dr. Whi te ' s behalf. More power to them. T h e y could 
not work for a more in formed propagandis t or politician, 
a n d o n e whom we believe has en te red the lists for the sole 
Taxa t ion of L a n d Values. 

• # * 

" M. G. ," in an interest ing a n d informing letter on the 
[a id ques t ion to the Kilmarnock Standard, 9 /12/05, a sks— 
" Why should we not have a L a n d Values Day in t he 
Churches , just as we now have a T e m p e r a n c e Day ? " T h e 
Parish Minister of Denny , as repor ted in ano the r co lumn, 
has evident ly m a d e u p his mind to have a good many days 
on the quest ion. 

* # * 

At the month ly meet ing of t he Old Kilpatr ick (Dumbar -
tonshi re) Parish School Board, held 8/12/05, w a s s ta ted 
that the Boa rd were on the look out for g round for a new 
school at Dalmuir , and that negot ia t ions were in progress 

for a site at the rate of . £ 1 1 5 0 an acre. A teacher was 
af terwards appo in ted at a salary rising by ^ 5 a year. 
Verily, we are a s t range p e o p l e — a year of an increase 
for the services of a qualified teacher , and an increase of 
^ 5 0 a year (assuming ii acres requi red for t he school) to a 
landlord, who renders no service ! 

* * * 

T h e N o m a d Club, Glasgow, at a meet ing held in the St. 
E n o c h Stat ion Ho te l last month , dec ided for the Taxa t ion of 
L a n d Values by a vote of 9 to 7. T h e opener of t he deba te 
quo ted largely from the l i terature provided by the L e a g u e ; 
and at the close of the vote an official of the League was, 
by consent of the meet ing, asked to speak. 

* # * 

Colonel Sprot, the To ry cand ida te for the Mont rose 
Burghs, was severely heckled on the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values at a meet ing he addressed last mon th at Forfar . 
A Radica l cor respondent , located in the distr ict , writes 
that " t h e heckler (Bailie Peffers) should try his h a n d at the 
sitt ing member , Mr. J o h n Morley ." 

» * * 

Ex-Treasurer Fairlie, Falkirk, del ivered an interest ing 
address to the D u n d e e Liberal Associat ion, 15th D e c e m b e r . 
T h e Dundee Advertiser, in a quar te r co lumn report , s ta ted 
that Mr. Fairl ie had an excellent aud ience , and at t he close 
was awarded a hearty vote of thanks . 

* * * 

T h e Bearsden Cur r en t Top ics C lub had a night last 
m o n t h on the " L a n d Ques t ion and the U n e m p l o y e d . " 
T h e League ' s d iagram showing " T h e Wage L ine in Six 
Centur ies , " was used very effectively by Mr. Will iam D. 
H a m i l t o n (President) , who o p e n e d the discussion. 

* * * 

Ex-Bailie W m . M'Lay , Convener of the Open Spaces Com-
mit tee of the Glasgow T o w n Counci l , writes to t he papers 
that because of the considerable capital expendi ture involved 
in providing open spaces for ch i ld ren ' s p laygrounds , the 
C o m m i t t e e have to go cautiously. " Capital Expend i tu re , " 
in this case, means the high monopoly priced sites. T h e 
tax on l and values will open u p any n u m b e r of sites to 
this most useful Commit tee , and at the same t ime provide 
a revenue for t he ma in t enance of such playgrounds. * * * 

I n reply to a " heckler " last month , L o r d Da lmeny (son 
of Lord Rosebery and Liberal cand ida te for Midlo th ian) 
said he " was not in favour of cut t ing u p into a l lo tments 
estates such as the D u k e of Buccleuch 's and Da lmeny 
Park , bu t that land ough t to be rated at its proper value." 
H a d the cand ida t e k n o w n his case, he might have assured 
his heckler that the tax would effect all the " cut t ing u p " 
needed , a n d tha t this was the r ight way to go abou t the 
business. 

* •* * 

Mr. N o r m a n M ' L e n n a n del ivered a lantern lec ture last 
m o n t h at Brydekirk, Dumfr iesshi re , under the auspices of 
the Newbie Liberal Commi t t ee . T h e local papers gave a 
good report . 

* * * 

Mr. E d w a r d C. Ellis, Secretary of the new Vale of Leven 
Branch of t he League, writes : — " Grea t interest has been 
awakened a round here, a n d we may have done incalculable 
good, even if it were only the l i terature we have circulated. 
Mr. Re id ' s lecture was m u c h thought of, and he is to be con-
gra tula ted for the lucid answers to quest ions. Some of 
those who c a m e to criticise remained to jo in us ." 

* * « 

U n d e r the auspices of the League a lantern lec ture was 
given last m o n t h in the U . F . C h u r c h Hal l , Carmyle , N.-W. 
Lanark . Mr. J o h n Cassels, " D u n c h a t t a n , " Carmyle , pre] 
sided. T h e Secretary was t he speaker . 

# * * 

We have to heartily congra tu la te the Pres ident of the 
E d i n b u r g h League, Mr. Edwin A d a m , M.A., on his appoint-
men t unde r the new G o v e r n m e n t as Advoca te -Depu te ; 
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and Mr. G a r d n e r Miller, Vice-pres ident , on his a p p o i n m e n t 
as Secretary to the Lord Advoca te . Both gen t l emen are 
well known for their good work in t he movemen t . 

* * * 

T H E G E N E R A L E L E C T I O N CAM-
P A I G N F U N D . 

The General Election Campaign Fund 
of the Scottish League opened in March last 
is still in need of additional Contributions. 
W e have prepared and published, in addi-
tion to " A Manifesto to the Electors," 
four special leaflets for use at the Election 
to the number, so far, of several hundred 
thousand. These informing publications 
are being circulated throughout Great 
Britain, and Ireland. AH progressive 
candidates are being supplied with copies 
of each, by post, so that they may have the 
useful examples and illustrations on the ques-
tion of land reform and the taxation of land 
values, provided in this way by the League. 
There is room for considerable extension 
of business with these leaflets; for the cir-
culation of our special edition of " Pro-
tection or Free Trade," and for the 
special distribution by post and otherwise 
of thousands of copies of this issue of 
Land Values. This can be done and will be 
done in exact measure as funds are available. 

W e cordially express our warmest thanks 
to the few friends who have already 
generously contributed to our special Elec-
tion Campaign Fund, and we earnestly 
appeal now to all others interested, for their 
financial aid to further the work before us at 
this time. 

For the Executive, 
D A V I D C A S S E L S , 

Hon. Treasurer. 
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Mr. E d w a r d Scott, whose adver t i sement occupies a full 
page this mon th , won a seat at the Glasgow T o w n Counci l 
in November . H e m a d e the Taxa t ion of L a u d Values a 
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A Branch of t he Scott ish League for the Taxat ion of 
L a n d Values was inaugura ted last m o n t h at Alexandria, 
D u m b a r t o n s h i r e — C h a i r m a n , Mr. J o h n E w a r t ; Secretary 
a n d Treasurer , Mr . E d w a r d C. Ellis. T h e quest ion which 
the Branch has been fo rmed to p romote has taken qu i t e a 
foremost place in t he pub l ic mind of t he district, ou t of 
which has c o m e the d e m a n d for an organisat ion to fu r the r 
t he interests a n d educat ional work of t he League. T h i s 
has already been taken in h a n d by the office-bearers of the 
Branch with exceptional zeal, and H e n r y George 's works 
a n d other l i terature are be ing well c i rculated. Along with 
t he Cha i rman and Secretary, Mr. Arch. M ' I n n e s has d o n e 
m u c h to p romote this good work. 

OPENING LECTURE. 
By special reques t of the Branch, Mr . W m . Reid , of the 

Scott ish League Execut ive , delivered the opening lec ture in 
t he Parish C h u r c h Lesser Hal l , Alexandria , on T u e s d a y 
evening, 12th December . Mr. J o h n Ewart , C h a i r m a n of 
t h e Branch, presided. T h e local weekly, the Lennox 
Herald, said, in a brief report , the lecturer spoke to a good 
audience . I n the course of a very though t fu l a n d inform-
ing address, Mr. R e i d t raced the history of the m o v e m e n t 
f r o m very early t imes. H e poin ted out tha t in Cromwell ' s 
t ime an agitat ion was set on foot, and ga ined considerable 
adherence , for t he imposing of a tax on land values. But , 
as he said, it is the survivors whose history is written, and 
af ter the struggles of those early days, the m o v e m e n t was 
lost sight of. T h e quest ion c ropped u p here and there unt i l 
t he days of t he F r e n c h Physiocrats , whose proposal , 
" L ' impo t U n i q u e , " or Single Tax , became a bu rn ing 
ques t ion in France , until t he days of t he Revolut ion , when 
it also suffered extinction. H e then went on to advoca te 
the principle, showing how a relief of taxat ion on indust ry 
could be brought about by a tax on land values, which 
would encourage t rade a n d enterprise, instead of discourag-
ing and limiting them, as our present fiscal system d id . If 
the present system of landowning did no more ha rm than 
put rent into the pockets of private individuals , the count ry 
could afford that , bu t when it mean t land wi thheld f rom 
use, br inging in its train cr ippled industry a n d the u n e m -
ployed quest ion, it was clearly shown to be an anomoly and 
a fit subject of taxat ion in order to force natura l oppor-
tunit ies in to t he market . W h a t was called progress had 
accompl i shed no th ing for the poor. They were as poor 
now as ever, a n d worse in compar ison . O u r so-called 
progress only m o c k e d their poverty. Worker s built houses 
for idlers, and u n h o u s e d themselves by giving value to land 
to which they had no rights. T h e y m a d e land too dear 
for themselves, by their own energy a n d enterprise. T h e y 
thought to solve t he housing question by runn ing t ramways 
f rom the town to the country , but the landlord was the re 
be fore the tramways. H e was con ten t with £ 2 per acre 
for his land when it was used to a c c o m m o d a t e sheep, bu t he 
d e m a n d e d ^ 6 0 and , £ 7 0 when it was asked for t he 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n of the people. T h e y hea rd a good dea l in 
those days abou t their great heri tage, bu t they would have 
difficulty in locat ing it. Poets told t h e m of their nat ive 
land, but they had to k e e p off the grass jus t the same. 
T h e bi rds of t he air, the animals on the land, the fish in 
t he sea, and the minerals in the earth, were all the her i tage 
of t he landlord . Well, what was left to t hem ? T h e y 
were t ramps on the highway, a n d trespassers when off it. 
A landlord could hold u p land that a n o t h e r was willing bo th 
to buy and to pay taxes on the value as soon as it was in 
use. If h e wi thheld a value of £ 5 0 or £ 6 0 on which 
others were willing to pay taxes, he should be m a d e to pay 
the taxes himself. If rent-drawing were the worst fea ture 
of landlordism they might grin and bear it. T h e r e was a 
worse feature than that . W h e n land was held up for specu-
lation, people were thrown out of employment . Every 
bu i ld ing site kep t out of use had its concomi t an t in some 
squal id slum. T h e r e was l i t t le use carrying out munic ipa l 
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or any o the r en terpr i se unti l they m a d e provision for those 
who paid for the improvement gett ing a re turn on their 
inves tment . At present the people provided pure water, 
cheap gas, good l ight ing and drainage, travelling facilities, 
and all o ther necessi t ies for a large commun i ty . What was 
the resul t ? O n e sowed and ano ther reaped. T h e people 
m a d e improvements , and the landlords charged a price for 
the improvemen t s when they were made . If they opened 
a new park, t he houses fringing the park went u p in value. 
If t he cars ran into t he country , the rent increased. T h e r e 
would b e no ha rm in this, if the people who did these things 
got t he resul t bu t we foolishly flung the chi ldren 's meat to 
the dogs . We allowed idlers to walk off with t he fruits of 
industry . 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
A fea ture of t he meet ing was the ques t ions and answers. 

T h e lec turer was asked—-
If l a n d on which houses s tood were taxed, would the tax 

not fall o n the people who occupied the houses ? 
T h e lecturer repl ied that people who occupied houses 

paid t h e taxes now. I t was only af ter land came into use 
that it was taxed, the re fo re it would not c o m e into use unti l 
the a m o u n t of t he tax could be squeezed out of the occu-
pier. T h e taxat ion of land values would tax the man who 
re fused to allow bui ldings to be put up, as m u c h as it taxed 
the m a n who built houses. I t would therefore , to tha t 
extent , f ree the occupier of houses f rom taxat ion. T h e 
quest ion suggested the shift ing of t he l and value tax f rom 
the owner to the occupier , bu t this was only possible where 
used l and was taxed. If unused land were taxed as well, 
the pr ice of land would be lowered by the increase in t he 
available a m o u n t of land. T h u s not only would the land-
owner not be able to recover t he tax, bu t would require to 
be con ten t with less rent also. 

Question.—If t he l and was let to t he highest b idder u n d e r 
t he Single Tax, how were mill ionaires to be p reven ted f rom 
witholding it f rom use ? 

Answer.—We could only a rgue abou t the unknown 
from what we knew. People kept land idle now because it 
d id not cost anything to keep it idle. If land speculat ion 
were m a d e costly by burden ing unused land with taxat ion, 
it would cripple even millionaires. A Scotch mill ionaire 
had expressed the wish to die poor , a n d the ques t ion had 
suggested a possible solution of the difficulty. Besides, 
the taxat ion of land values would enable the working classes 
to get a be t te r share of wealth, a n d s top the p roduc t ion of 
mill ionaires. 

Question.—How would the agricul tural labourer fare 
unde r the taxat ion of land values ? W o u l d he not still be 
at the mercy of the big f a r m e r ? 

Ansuer.—The big farmer was t he product of t he present 
system of taxation. A big farm m e a n t one h o u s e for t he 
landlord to build on a large area. It mean t fewer men to 
c o m e in conflict with, when the leases were being read jus ted . 
Cot ta rs and crofters could c o m p e t e with the big farmer 
where they got a chance , and could earn enough to pu t them 
beyond the mercy of the big farmer . T h e agricultural 
labourer would benef i t by having his taxes remit ted , by 
being pu t in a posi t ion to earn a living for himself , a n d by 
being able to d e m a n d bet te r wages. 

Question—Would the taxat ion of land values not hur t 
industry, as the ques t ioner h a d been informed tha t t he 
Singer C o m p a n y in Amer ica h a d th rea tened to r emove when 
faced with the agi tat ion for the taxat ion of land values. 

Answer.—The lec turer asked if the ques t ioner cou ld 
supp lement his ques t ion by stat ing if the Singer C o m p a n y 
owned the land on which their works were buil t . If they 
did, the re was a reason why they should want to get beyond 
the reach of a land value tax, a n d leave someone else with 
the baby to hold. If they were not landowners , the tax-
ation of land values would he lp them by mak ing l a n d 
cheaper . T h e British Singer C o m p a n y had r emoved f rom 
Glasgow to Ki lbowie when land was dear in Glasgow a n d 
cheap in Kilbowie. 

ACME ENGINE C* 13 ««»» GLASCOW. 
Cheapest Power on earth. L i v e A g e n t s W a n t e d 

where not represented. 20 tO 25 b.h.p. fOf P6Miy PCf hOBT. 
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R e p r e s e n t s a p p r o x i m a t e ! , 4 4 a n d 6 0 b . h . p . G a s E n g i n e a n d P r o d u c e r . 
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Question.—Did the lecturer not think the best solution 
of the social problem was for the worker to use the tool 
nearest his hand, namely—the political machine ? 

Answer— Y e s ; he did think the people should strike in 
the ballot box when they contemplated a strike. It was less 
costly than the other kind of strike, and it was more effec-
tive. There was little use, however, of going into politics 
unless they had a sound reform. Many of the proposals 
held out as solutions of the poverty problem were destined 
to accomplish noth ing; they gave with the one hand and 
took away with the other. 

Replying to the statement that capitalism was a worse 
monopoly than landlordism, the lecturer said that, for 
the sake of argument, the best thing he could do was 
to admit that. What could they do, however, in 
opposition to capitalism, except undermine it by attacking 
the monopoly on which it rested—namely, land monopoly. 
Supposing they taxed the income of the capitalist, 
that would not help those who were being sweated. 
They could only help the poor by enabling them to help 
themselves; by providing more opportunities for employ-
ment, and enabling the wage-earners to make better condi-
tions. As to the assertion of the Socialists about the evils 
of capitalism, you could not meet that by a demand that 
the State should organise industry. Whatever appearance 
it had of hope when put in a general way, when you ex-
amined it in particular you saw it could not be done. An 
Executive could not anticipate the wants of a community, 
and therefore could not supply these wants. A great many 
things could be done to the same effect, however, if we took 
the right way. The working classes in their Trade Unions, 
their Friendly Societies, and their Co-operative Societies, 
had proved themselves good organisers. If they were ever 
to own and control wealth, it would have to be along these 
lines. " When nature wanted a new form, she did not make 
o n e ; she took an old form and developed it." What was 
needed in social development was freedom, and the first 
essential to freedom was land. T h e restoration of land 
could even make some proposed State functions easier to 
accomplish. Glasgow had no difficulty in municipalising 
the car system, because the land along which the cars had 
to run was free to the people of Glasgow. If the land of 
the whole country were free, the Nationalisation of the 
Railways could be made correspondingly easy. 

T h e meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the lecturer 
and the chairman. 
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"THE iErlAOE OF PRIVILEGE." 
B y H E N R Y G E O R G E , J u n . 

(MAOMILLAN k CO., LONDON, Price 6s.) Reviewed next Mouth. 

T H E U N R E A S O N I N G FEAR OF " G E T T I N G 
I N T O POLITICS." 

What is this thing named "po l i t i cs" that has come to be 
spoken of as something as much to be dreaded and feared 
as the plague? Webster defines politics as " the science of 
government." Why not conduct our street railway service 
by " t h e science of gove rnmen t?" Have not our public 
utilities got into politics now? Are not our municipal 
officials to-day all over this fair land being coerced, intimi-
dated, bribed, and forced to use the science of government 
to lease, sell or give away the people's property for private 
gain ? What has made politics a bug-a-boo in our cities ? 
Has not private interest corrupted our officials, stolen the 
people's rights, and violated laws of the land under private 
ownership rule ? 

T h e unthinking portion of our population are those who 
fear and dread politics and the politician, and are afraid to 
trust them. But any observing citizen must see that it is 
the business men that are to be dieaded and feared. It is 
the business men who corrupt our politicians. I t is the 
men who now own and control the public utilities, who are 
to be feared and scorned. They tempt and corrupt our 
public officials, influence our courts and judges, and are our 
most unscrupulous citizens. 

Ray Stannard Baker and Lincoln Steffens, who made such 
thorough investigations of our municipalities, fearlessly pub-
lished their conclusions that our business men are our most 
disreputable citizens. Why then trust this class with our 
public conveniences longer, and fear the result of our trust 
in our politicians ? We can choose our servants—the politi-
cians ; but we cannot choose our masters—the business men. 

Few people realise the temptations and the forces used 
to induce our aldermen to betray their trust. Our officials 
are not always bought with gold dollars. For instance, 
some alderman who has built up an enterprise and become 
powerful in his own immediate community is honoured by a 
seat in the City Council. T h e business men want a special 
privilege. T h e alderman votes against it. His banker, 
where he gets accommodations, calls him in and tells him 
that by his vote he injures his banking business; to vote 
against an extension of a franchise affects the bank, and he 
is very sorry but must call in that loan ; the bank cannot 
accommodate a man who works against the interests of the 
bank. T h e alderman realises that he cannot settle with the 
bank, and to break with them means bankruptcy—credit 
gone. H e is told he must do something to save h imsel f ; 
if he injures the bank he injures his own interests. The' 
alderman is indignant, but he is hit in a vital spot—his 
children must be educated, his power in his ward must con-
tinue. H e feels that the situation is exasperating; yet to 
vote " n o " will only win the applause of the public for a few 
days, and then ruin will staie him in the face. T h e busi-
ness he has worked so assiduously to promote, his position, 
his family, his home are in danger. How many could with-
stand the banker's whip? 

It is unfair, Mr. Voter 1 It 's the climax of meanness on 
your part to permit such conditions. There should be no 
public utilities or franchises to buy, none to sell, none to 
give away. Our business men should have no inducement 
to corrupt the politician, and our politicians should not be 
corrupted. 

Let us be done with this unreasoning fear of "ge t t ing 
into politics."—From The Public, Chicago, by MINONI 
FITTS-JONES. 

Good News"from New Zealand. 
The Auckland L ibe ra to r gives news every month of the progress 

of Land Reform in New Zealand. No Reformer should be without 
it. Taxation of Land Values continues to be adopted by District* 
in all parts of the Colony. 1 , :>Lr,ccs 

Send X / 6 to F. M . KING, A L P F R T S T R E E T , A U C K L A N D , N B W 
Z E A L A N D , and receive this brght little Paper, Post Free f o r 
one year. ' 



One Reason I advertise in this Paper is, that / 
am "Dead on" for Taxation of Land Values« 

Help Me, I will help You. 

EDWARD SCOTT'S TOEAT A N N U A L 

O L E A E I N G S A L E ! ! ! 

ALL ODD LOTS ! ALL SOILED LOTS !! ALL OLD SHOPKEEPERS ! !! 
To be Sold at Merely Nominal Prices, so as to Clear Them Out Clean, and At Once. 

THOSE WHO USE WHAT THEY HAVE, NEVER WANT I ! I THIS SALE IS EXCEPTIONAL ! ! ! 

I / " 

When these Goods are cleared out they cannot be 
repeated a t any th ing l ike t he price. Lea ther of every 
k ind has gone up t remendously . All grades of Boots, 
Shoes, a n d Slippers mus t be advanced in price when-
ever present stocks are exhausted. Do not be misled ! 
I f you are offered goods a t so-called " o l d prices," 
depend upon i t you are purchasing an infer ior qua l i ty 
of ma te r i a l . You cannot purchase new goods any-
where a t t he old prices ! I will be s t r a igh t ! I won' t 
deceive you ! Now, i t may be s a i d — " Y o u need not 
c l imb a hi l l t i l l you come to i t . " In other words, 
wa i t t i l l you are requir ing f j o t w e a r a n d then purchase. 
" That ' s bad policy 1" At th i s Sale I C L E A R OUT 
A L L STOCKS a t G R E A T R E D U C T I O N S f r o m 
R E G U L A R P R I C E S , and as I cannot replace t hem a t 
t he purchase rates, t he difference between these Bale 
prices a n d t h e f u t u r e prices m u s t be t remendous. 

S O U N D POLICY IS TO P U R C H A S E AT 
T H I S SALE ! ! I 

LOT 1.—A Very Large Lot of L A D I E S ' 
D R E S S and H O U S E S L I P P E R S , 
ga thered together for t he " Last 
Mus te r , " al l going a t 

LOT 2.—A Mixed Lot of L A D I E S ' W H I T E 
K I D D A N C I N G S L I P P E R S and 
o ther D R E S S S L I P P E R S , a 4 JO 
" ga thered u p " Lot , th rowing away a t 

LOT 3.—A Splendid Lot of LADIES ' 
LACING and B U T T O N E D SHOES, 
Box-Calf, Glace Kid, and Glove ft J ft 
Leather , al l p i tching away a t . . U / U 

LOT 4.—A Colossal Lot of L A D I E S ' 
B E A U T I F U L U H L A N H O U S E 
S L I P P E R S , t h e first ever seen in 4 / Q 1 
B r i t a i n a t t h i s price 

LOT 5.—A Beaut i fu l Lot of C H I L D R E N ' S 
Q U I L T E D SATIN HOUSF, SLIP-
P E R S (I got t he chance of this whole 
Stock f r o m a Large Manufac ture r , 4 IO 
a n d secured them) r O 

A C H A R M I N G C H R I S T M A S OR 
NEW-YEAR P R E S E N T . 

LOT 6.—An E x t r a Bargain L o t of L A D I E S ' 
C A M E L - H A I R H O U S E S L I P P E R S , 
Very Nea t a n d Most Comfor table , 4 14 4 
Wonder fu l price 

LOT 7.—Thousands of Pai rs of LADIES ' 
O V E R S H O E S ! Ex t r ao rd ina ry Value. 
R u b b e r Goods have gone u p 20 per 
cent I These Overshoes will be 4 JO I 
cleared out a t . . . . * I ^ 2 

LOT 8 —A Large Mixed Lot of L A D I E S ' 
LOVELY GLACE K I D B U T T O N E D 
a n d LACING B O O T S ; can never be Q JO 
repeated ; o u t they go for . . S7/ 

LOT 9.—A Magnificent Lot of GENTLE-
M E N ' S GLACE K I D a n d B R U S H -
I N G L E A T H E R LACING BOOTS— 
Sample Pairs , " Remainders , " and i O J f t 
others , which mus t be oleared out a t L A / y J 

LOT 10.—For the Boys! A Splendid Lot C / O 
of BOX-CALF and B R U S H I N G O / V 
L E ATHE R L ACING BOOTS ; to su i t TO 
ages 5 to 15 years, a b o u t 30 per cent . H J O 
less t h a n present prices • / U 

L O T 11.—FOR T H E G I R L S ! A Beau t i fu l o I O $ 
L o t of G I R L S ' a n d M I S S E S ' LACING O J O g 
and B U T T O N E D BOOTS for School TO 
a n d Everyday Wear, to su i t ages 5 to C l O 
14 years. O u t ! f r o m O J K J 

LOT 12.—FOR T H E W E E O N E S ! A 
S u p e r b Mixed Lot of INFANTS ' TAN \ I 
a n d BLACK LACED and BUT- l / ~ 
T O N E D BOOTS and S L I P P E R S , a l l TO 
Brands and kinds, wor th double t he 4 JO 
money, f r o m V ^ 

LOT 13.—Then there is an Except ional 
L o t of B U T T O N E D and LACED 
BOOTS for the " Wee Ones," who are 
r u n n i n g about , a t " runaway " prices, Q JO 
f r o m 

LOT 14.—A G R E A T L O T ! A Superior 
Lot of G E N T L E M E N ' S F I R S T 
Q UALIT Y C H R O M E C A L F WATE R-
T I G H T BOOTS; most seasonable 
Boots ; " wor th a guinea " ; s laughter- 4 C / 
ing a t , 

LOT 15 .— " O L D STAGERS." Will clear 
o u t a Splendid Mixed Lot of 
G E N T L E M E N ' S BOOTS, which have 
been too long in selling, a t the forc ing 4 O lO 
price of - . . / 

E D W A R D 
169 and 795 New 

LOT 16.—Out they m u s t go ! GENTLE-
M E N ' S B E A U T I F U L F I T T I N G 
O V E R S H O E S ; while they last (these 
I can ' t purchase a t t he prices I am Q Q 
clearing a t ) . . . . . . *J 

LOT 17.—SNOW BOOTS fo r L A D I E S . 
Now ! yon may believe this or not , I 
don ' t care, B U T IT IS T R U E . I will Q 14 4 
clear out L A D I E S ' SNOW BOOTS a t O / I I 

LOT 18.—BOYS' and G I R L S ' SNOW O 1(3 
BOOTS and OVERSHOES. They ^ / V TO 
will require them 1 Will throw them Q /£? 
away for . . O / 

LOT ]».— CARNOUSTIE & A R B R O A T H ! 
A Chance for N O R T H - C O U N T R Y 
C U S T O M E R S ! ! ! L A D I E S ' B R U S H -
ING L E A T H E R W I N T E R BOOTS, 
Splendid Wear. You al l know thei r H C 
worth a t ' *-> 

LOT 20.—THE CLOGS ! T I IE CLOGS I !! 
Now I will clear every pai r of 
DRIVERS ' , MOTOR-MEN'S and O 14 \ 
L A U N D R Y CLOGS ou t a t . . xS/ 1 1 

LOT 21.—I stated a t t he beginning t h a t 
th i s Sale was exceptional, and I mean 
i t ! A Tremendous Lot of specially-
made B E A U T I F U L VELVET, COR-
DUROY, and F E L T S L I P P E R S for | / g 

LOT 39.—A Smal l ,Lot of L A D I E S ' 
" S W I S S " C A S H M E R E E L A S T I C 
S L I P P E R S , 3s. l i d . and 4s. 9d. Goods 
now pi tch ing away for . . 

LOT 40.—An Except ional Lot of L A D I E S ' 
GLACE KID B U T T O N E D a n d 
LACED BOOTS, some Louis Heels. 
My clearing price is 

LOT 4 1 . - A B E A U T I F U L B A R G A I N 
LOT of LADIES ' Very F ine Qual i ty 
18s. 6d. BOOTS now for 

LOT 42.—A Very Small Mixed L o t of 
Ladies' " K r i p p e n d o r f " and o ther 
famous makes of GLACE K I D BUT-
T O N E D and LACED BOOTS. 
Noth ing finer can be worn 

of 1 / 6 , LOT 44.—A Tremendous Lot 
LADIES ' D R E S S and 4 14 4 
BALLROOM S U P P E R S . A / 1 1 ' 
Now, I give Magnificent 2 / 6 

AND' 
Bargains here 

Ladies, al l ou t a t one price 
LOT 22 .—LEGGINGS—HUNDREDS OF 4 IO 

P A I R S ! Cavalry, I n f a n t r y , Art i l - 1 / U 
lery, Put tee , and S t rap Leggings, Pig TO 
Grain, Brown, and Black, al l doomed! C 1(3 
f r o m ' . . OJ U 

LOT 23.—A C H A N C E F O R WORKING-
MEN ! A GOOD B R U S H I N G (3 IO 
L E A T H E R LACING BOOT fo r . . U / U 

LOT 24.—REAL K E L T I C S ! MEN'S 
S P L E N D I D C R U P G O L O S H E D BAL-
MORAL LACING BOOTS, Square, 
Medium, or Narrow Toes, a l l one | ^ j Q 

LOT 25.—A Very Large* L o t ' o f G E N T L E -
M E N ' S B O X C A L F DERBY BOOTS. 
This is j u s t one of those lines t h a t I 
a m selling a t lees t h a n they can now 4 O JO 
be purchased. They are splendid l £ d / \ J 

LOT 2(J.—A Smal l Lot of BOYS' LEG-
GINGS, while they l a s t ; can ' t be O / f t 
repeated . . . . . . _ ^ i / U 

LOT 27.—A G E N T L E M A N ' S C H R O M E 
C A L F LACING BOOT, Waterpioof ! \ ( \ J _ 
Now going off a t . . . . 

LOT 28 .—GENTLEMEN'S P A T E N T 
D R E S S S H O E S and P A T E N T COURT O 14 i 
SHOES. This is a b s u r d ! . . ^ / i i 

LOT 29.—A Stu rdy L o t of W O R K M E N ' S 
STRONG W O R K I N G BOOTS, only n JO 
while they last, a t . . • / 

LOT 30.—A Gigantic Lot of G E N T L E -
M E N ' S H O U S E S L I P P E R S . A Q / Q 
Mixed, Most Sensat ional L o t for Fes- O J u 
t ive Season Presents , different k inds TO 
a n d different prices, al l th rowing C / f 3 
away f r o m . . . . . . O j U 

LOT 31.—MEN'S " ZUGS." All wearera 
of ^them know the i r value. They 
have one f a u l t — " they wear too 4 C / 
long." Clearing ou t a t I v J / " " 

LOT 32.—A Chance f o r a L O W - P R I C E D 
BOX CALF D E R B Y or P la in LAC-
ING BOOT for Gent lemen. Clearing Q l i i 
t h i s Lot out a t O / 1 1 

LOT 33.—BUCKSKIN S L I P P E R S ! Clear- O J\ 4 
ing al l these Men's Slippers o u t a t . . A 1 

LOT 34.—All Large Sizes, M E N ' S OVER-
SHOES. Clearing ou t t he whole 4 J 
boiling a t A / ~ 

LOT 35.—A Mixed Lot of G E N T L E M E N ' S 
AMERICAN R U B B E R - S T U D D E D 
a n d CALF D E R B Y BOOTS. They 4 rv /_ 
mus t be sold . . . . . . L x J J " 

LOT 30.—A Small Lot of M E N ' S WEL-
L I N G T O N BOOTS, splendid for O J O 
protect ing agains t wet . . . . " 

LOT 37.—Home Comfor t . G E N T L E -
MEN'S C A M E L - H A I R BOOTEES. O 14 4 
" A w f u ' C o s y . " All a t £ . 1 1 

LOT 38.—A Smal l L o t of G E N T L E -
M E N ' S BLOCK F R O N T M I L I T A R Y n 1(3 
BOOTS. O u t they go ' / U 

NOW ON! 

LOT 45.—A Very Smal l BARGAIN LOT 
of MISSES' F I N E S T QUALITY 
LACING a n d BUTTONED BOOTS, 
to sui t ages 7 to 11 years, only 

LOT 46.—A Very F ine Lot of G I R L S ' 
B R U S H I N G L E A T H E R LACED 
and B U T T O N E D SCHOOL BOOTS, 
to su i t ages 5 to 12 yeare, th rowing 
ou t f r o m . . 

LOT 47.—A Capital Lot of BOYS' 
STRONG, GOOD WEARING, 
LACED BOOTS, to sui t ages 7 to 14 
years. Special quota t ions f r o m 

LOT 48.—Litt le Boys' " J u s t l ike Papa . " 
A Very Dressed Boot in TAN a n d 
BLACK C A L F LACED an BUT-
T O N E D BOOTS, to sui t ages 5 to 0 
years, W o n d e r f u l ! f rom 

LOT 49.—Clearing ou t our L A D I E S ' 
W H I T E K I D S L I P P E R S ! Note— 
These Sl ippers cannot be purchased 
now a t al l . Price is p roh ib i t ive ! 
Therefore fo r t he last t ime I clear a t 

LOT 50.—A Chance Lot of L A D I E S 
WARD S L I P P E R S , while they last a t 

LOT 51.—MISSES and GIRLS ' O P E R A 
S L I P P E R S , Bronze and Black, Glace 
Kid and Whi te Kid. Lovely Goods, 
all now going f r o m 

LOT 52.—A Smal l Lot of L A D I E S ' " Car-
dinal " S L I P P E R S , t he Newest, Fash-
ionable Colour. Wor th double 

LOT 5S.— An Odd Lot of MEN'S SNOW 
BOOTS, a J o b Line of Nor th Br i t i sh 

make . . 
LOT 54.—A Mixed Lot of MISSES' 

" S C A R L E T " and R E D O P E R A 
S L I P P E R S , to suit ages 5 to 15 years. 
Cheapest on E a r t h 

LOT 55.—A Mixed Lot of MISSES and 
GIRLS ' VERY F I N E TAN or BLACK 
GLACE K I D B U T T O N E D BOOTS. 
To su i t ages 5 to 15 years. This is 
an Except ional Bargain Line 

LOT 56.—A Large, Very Mixed Lot of 
I.A DIES ' TAN and BLACK GLACE 
KID O X F O R D and B U T T O N E D 
SHOES, some wi th Louis Heels, others 
with Walking Heels ; a pr ime Bargain 
L o t Mixed Prices 

LOT 57 .—TRAVELLERS' SAMPLES.—A 
Splendid Lot in 32 Jamaica S t ree t 
only, of L A D I E S ' BOOTS, SHOES, 
and S L I P P E R S , discarded for t he 
season. Label Prices. These a rc in-
describable . . — 

LOT 58.—A Splendid Lot of L A D I E S ' 
and MISSES ' GAITERS, will pi tch 
away for 

LOT 59.—Almost t he Last . A Small Lot of 
LADIES ' BOX CALF B U T T O N E D 
and LACED BOOTS ; will give you 
these a t . . . . ! 

LOT C O . — T H E LAST ! C H R I S T M A S and 
N E W - Y E A R P R E S E N T S ! L A D I E S ' 
F U R - B O U N D , B U C K S K I N , and 
OLACE H O U S E S L I P P E R S . To 
give your Mothers or " G r a n n i e s " a 
p leasant surprise, will make you a 
present , f r o m 

8 and 32 J a m a i c a Street , 
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' O U T L I N E O F A ( S U G G E S T E D ) BI] 
F O R A G E N E R A L V A L U A T I O N 

O F L A N D V A L U E S . 

B y JAMES D U N D A S W H I T E , M . A . , L L . D . 
(Author of Econo?nc Ideals, Island Economy, etc.) 

Prospective Liberal Candidate for Dumbartonshire. 

Explanatory Note. 
This is the outline of a Bill designed to provide for a general 

valuation of land values and for the recovery of any tax upon 
them. It would prepare the way for shifting the rating and taxa-
tion of landed property on to the new valuations so as to tax land 
values alone and to leave improvements tax-free. 

The scheme is founded on the principles advocated in the first 
chapter of my Economic Ideals (since reprinted in the pamphlet 
Land Laxv Reform, based on taxing Land Values and not taxing 
Improvements) and worked out more fully in the pamphlet How to 
Tax Land Values. It is, however, proposed to collect the 
tax from the occupier, the ultimate incidence of it being as pro-
posed in Section five. Considerations of convenience w ill probably 
lead to giving facilities for the direct payment of the tax by those 
on whom it will ultimately fall, and to the establishment of such a 
system of registration and tax-collection as was outlined in the 
papers above-mentioned. 

A B I L L 
I N T I T U L E D 

A B I L L F O R T H E A S S E S S M E N T 
O F L A N D V A L U E S . 

Be it enac ted by the King ' s most Excel lent Majes ty , by 
and with the advice and consen t of t h e Lords Spiri tual a n d 
Tempora l , and C o m m o n s , in this present Pa r l i amen t 
assembled , a n d by the au thor i ty of t he same, as fo l lows :— 

Assessment of Land Values. 
1. (1) T h e r e shall be valuat ions of all l ands in t he U n i t e d 

K i n g d o m on the basis of their annua l land values as herein-
after , def ined . 

(2) Such valuations shall be m a d e by the author i t ies 
which make the valuat ions for I n c o m e T a x unde r Schedules 
A a n d B, with the iadvice and ass is tance of the local valua-
tion authori t ies in m a n n e r a n d under condi t ions to be pre-
scr ibed by the Local G o v e r n m e n t Board . 

(3) Appeals f rom such valuat ions shall b e subjec t to the 
s a m e provisions as appeals f rom valuat ions for I n c o m e 
T a x u n d e r Schedules A and B. 

(4) T h e first of such valuat ions shall be ;made forthwith, 
a n d s u b s e q u e n t valuat ions shall be m a d e in the year 1911 
a n d every t en th year thereaf ter . 

(5) Such valuat ions should inc lude all lands, a n d there 
shall be n o exempt ions f rom t h e taxation or such valuat ions 
except such as arise automat ica l ly where t he receiver of the 
tax.isialso the payer thereof. 

(6) T h e cost of such valuat ions shall be paid out of 
moneys provided by Par l i ament . 

Valuation Lists. 
2. (1) T h e valuat ion lists shall conta in co lumns for the 

entr ies of t he areas a n d the assessed land values of the 
various proper t ies and the a m o u n t s of the various taxes 
payable the reon for the last half-year, and provision shall be 
m a d e for t he enter ing there in of such fu r the r par t iculars as 
t he Local G o v e r n m e n t Board may direct . 

(2) T h e valuat ion lists shall be m a d e out in forms 
approved by the Local G o v e r n m e n t Board , and the existing 
forms may be modif ied by the Local G o v e r n m e n t Boa rd 
for this purpose . 

Collection of Land Value Tax. 
3. I n t he case of each property, appl icat ion for t he land 

value tax the reon shall be m a d e to the occupier thereof in 
t he same way as appl ica t ion for the p a y m e n t of I n c o m e 
T a x unde r Schedules A and B. 

Entry on Non-Payment. 
4. If the land value tax o n any proper ty is not paid 

within th ree m o n t h s of t he d a t e on which it is payable , the 

taxing authori t ies may credi t themselves with the paymen t 
thereof and on so doing may enter upon the proper ty a n d 
hold the same unde r the provisions of section six hereof , 
unti l r epayment is made . 

Repayments and Deductions. 
5. (1) On paymen t of t he land value tax the payer shall 

be ent i t led tc recover t he a m o u n t thereof f rom his lessor 
(if any) by act ion or by set-off or by availing himself of 
the provisions of section six hereof, a n d any covenant or 
agreement m a d e on or af ter the first day of January , 1907, 
excluding or purpor t ing to exclude the r ight of t he lessee 
to recover the whole or any part of the land value tax 
f r o m his lessor, or to exclude the opera t ion of sec t ion 
six hereof, shall be void a n d of no effect. 

(2) W h e r e by any lease or agreement m a d e before t h e 
first day of J anua ry , 1907, it is provided tha t the lessee shall 
pay the whole or any part or propor t ion of t he rates and taxes 
on the property, and a land value tax is subs t i tu ted for any 
ra te or tax which was formerly so payable by him, he shall 
pay to h i s lessor, f rom t ime to t ime, for the r emainder of t h e 
te rm, as addi t ional rent , the amoun t s which he would have 
had to pay in ra tes and tax as if the former system had been 
re ta ined , assuming that the valuat ions a n d the rates of 
taxat ion the reon had been the same as for t he half-year last 
p reced ing the subst i tut ion. 

(3) T h e a m o u n t s referred to in sub-sect ions one and two 
hereof may be set off one against t he other , and the differ-
ence may be recovered by the party ent i t led t h e r e t o ; if such 
party be t he lessor he shall have the s ame rights a n d 
remedies for t he recovery of such dif ference as for the 
recovery of rent , a n d if such party be t he lessee he shall b e 
ent i t led to d e d u c t such dif ference f rom his rent or to avail 
himself of the provisions of sect ion six hereof in respect of t he 
same. 

Right of the Payer to Possession. 
6. (1) Subjec t to the provisions of sect ion five hereof, 

the payer of the l and value tax in respect of any proper ty 
shall be ent i t led to hold such proper ty as against any 
parson having any higher or bet ter title there to , unti l full 
r epaymen t of all his tax-payments has been m a d e to h im, 
a n d no higher or bet ter title shall be set u p against h i m 
in any way till such r epaymen t has been m a d e . 

(2) For the purposes of this sec t ion the paymen t s of t he 
land value tax shall be d e e m e d to accumula t e at c o m p o u n d 
interest at t he rate of five per cen tum per annum, a n d n o 
S ta tu te of L imi ta t ions or Prescr ip t ion Act shall have any 
appl icat ion there to . 

Rights of Repayers. 
7. Where a lessor has repaid to his lessee t he land value 

tax or any part thereof , he shall in respect of such r epaymen t 
be d e e m e d to be the payer of t he land value tax within the 
m e a n i n g of sect ions five and six hereof, as against his lessor 
or any o ther person having a higher title to t he p rope r ty . 

Definition of Land Value Tax. 
8. T h e te rm " l a n d value t a x " shall be d e e m e d to 

inc lude any tax on the annua l land values of the whole or 
any part of the Uni t ed K i n g d o m as assessed u n d e r ihe 
provisions of this Bill. 

Definition of Annual Land Value. 
9 (1) T h e " a n n u a l land v a l u e " of a proper ty m e a n s 

t he annua l rent which could reasonably b i ob ta ined for 
the l and thereof apar t f rom the value of any bui ldings or 
o the r unexhaus ted improvements thereon, assuming that all 
rates a n d taxes were paid by the lessor, that the lessee had 
perpetui ty of tenure , and that there were no covenants in 
t he lease except those as to the payment of rent and the 
right of re-entry on non-payment . 

(2) Where the annua l land value of a proper ty is c o m -
p u t e d from the capital value thereof, it shall be d e e m e d 
to ba four per cent, of such capital value, such capital value 
being the price which could reasonably be ob ta ined for 
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such land apar t f rom the value of any bui ld ings or other 
unexhaus t ed improvement s thereon, assuming the land to 
be held in fee s imple without collateral covenants or obliga-
tions, a n d that there were no rates and taxes. 

Allowance for Public Rights of Way, etc. 

10. W h e r e there is a public right of way or o ther ease-
m e n t or servi tude in favour of the public, t he annual value 
of t he same shall be separately assessed and en te red 
on t he valuat ion list, a n d the annual land value on which 
taxat ion shall be payable shall b e the annua l land value 
of t he property, less t he annua l value of such easement 
or servi tude. 

Adjustment for Private Rights oj Way, etc. 

11. W h e r e there is a private right of way or easement or 
servi tude, or any restrictive covenant running with the 
f reehold or o ther highest right to the land, the same shall 
be separately assessed a n d entered on the valuat ion list, and 
t h e annua l value thereof shall be a d d e d to the annual land 
value of the property which is benef i ted thereby and 
d e d u c t e d from the annua l land value of the property which 
is d imin ished thereby, a n d the annua l land values of these 
proper t ise respectively in respect of which the land value 
tax shall be payable shall he the annual l and values of the 
same, increased and diminished as aforesaid. 

Adjustment for Restrictions. 
12. W h e r e by the te rms of any lease or agreement m a d e 

before the first day of January , 1907, a n d of which the 
unexpi red term is not less than twenty years, the lessee is 
restr icted from using t he proper ty in the most advantageous 
way, such lessee may apply for a separa te assessment of the 
annua l a m o u n t by which the value of the tenancy is les-
sened by such restrict ion or restrict ions, a n d af ter such 
assessment has been m a d e the lessee, on paying the land 
value tax as here inbefore defined shall, notwi ths tanding any 
provision in the lease or agreement , be ent i t led to recover 
f rom the lessor a propor t ion of the land value tax corres-
p o n d i n g to the propor t ion which the said lessening of the 
value of the tenancy bears to the assessed land value of the 
proper ty . 

Valuation of Mining Properties. 
13. In est imating the land value of a mining property, 

regard shall be had to the a m o u n t obta inable by way of 
royalties, as well as to t he amoun t obtainable, by way of 
rent, bu t the value of houses, buildings, borings, shafts, 
machinery and plant shall not b e taken into account . 

Provision for Tenements, Blocks of Offices, etc. 
14. W h e n more persons than one are in separate occupa-

t ion of a building erected u p o n any port ion of land, 
each of t hem shall be d e e m e d to be in occupat ion of a part 
of t he land, and the value of such part shall be taken to bear 
the same proport ion to the value of the whole of the land as 
the value of the part of t he bui lding occupied by him bears 
to the value of the whole of the building. 

Limitation of Tithe Rent-Charge. 
15. W h e r e for any year the annua l a m o u n t of the t i the 

rent -charge on any proper ty exceeds the annua l land value 
of that proper ty less t he land value tax thereon , the excess 
shall be remit ted . 

Application to Scotland. 

16. I n t he appl icat ion of this Bill to Scot land, the term 
" lease " shall be d e e m e d to inc lude feu a n d in t he case of a 
feu t he t e rms " lessor " and " l e s s e e " shall be d e e m e d to 
include t he superior and the vassal respectively, the term 
" t i the ren t -charge" shall be d e e m e d to include valued teinds, 
a n d references to t he Local Governmen t Board shall be 
cons t rued as references to the Secretary of State for Scot land. 

Short Title. 
17. T h i s Bill may be cited as the Land Values Bill, 1906. 
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" OUR POLICY." 
" W e would s imply take for the communi ty what belongs 

to the community—the va lue that a t taches to land by the 
g r o w t h of the community ; l eave s a c r ed to the individual 
al l that be longs to the individuaL"—Henry George. 

T H E U N E M P L O Y E D A N D C H A R I T Y . 

W e r e a d in t h e n e w s p a p e r s t h a t o v e r 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 h a s 
b e e n s u b s c r i b e d b y p r i v a t e p e r s o n s t o t h e f u n d s o f t h e 
D i s t r e s s C o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d u n d e r t h e U n e m p l o y e d 
A c t of l a s t S e s s i o n . W e a l s o r e a d in t h e n e w s p a p e r s 
l a s t m o n t h t h a t w h e n t h e P r i n c e s s R o y a l w e n t t o o p e n 
t h e " K i n g ' s L a b o u r T e n t s , " w h i c h h a v e b e e n e r e c t e d 
o n v a c a n t p l o t s o f f K i n g s w a y b y t h e C h u r c h A r m y 
t h e r e w a s s o m e d i s o r d e r , a c c o m p a n i e d b y r u d e a n d 
s i n i s t e r c r i e s of " C u r s e y o u r c h a r i t y . " 

N o w , a s t h e m o n e y s u b s c r i b e d will b e d e v o t e d t o s o m e 

s u c h c h a r i t a b l e p u r p o s e a s t h e C h u r c h A r m y w o r k , it 
is p e r h a p s w o r t h w h i l e t o i n q u i r e w h e t h e r t h e r e is a n y 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r t h e a b o v e p a i n f u l o c c u r e n c e . I t 
m i g h t wel l b e t h o u g h t t h a t t h e r e m a r k a b l e d i s p l a y of 
p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e u n e m p l o y e d 
w h i c h h a s l a t e l y t a k e n p l a c e , w o u l d h a v e s t i f l e d s u c h 
e x p r e s s i o n s o f i n g r a t i t u d e ; b u t is t h e r e n o t p o s s i b l y 
s o m e t h i n g b e h i n d w h i c h b e n e v o l e n t p e r s o n s h a v e 
f a i l e d t o see , a n d o u g h t n o t t o h a v e i g n o r e d ; t h e r e is, 
u n d o u b t e d l y , a g r o w i n g f e e l i n g in t h e p u b l i c m i n d 
t h a t t h e u n e m p l o y e d p r o b l e m c a n n o t b e s o l v e d b y 
c h a r i t y , b u t t h e e c o n o m i c a s p e c t of t h e q u e s t i o n is 
s t i l l v e r y g e n e r a l l y i g n o r e d . 

F o r e x a m p l e , i t is w i d e l y r e c o g n i s e d t h a t g i f t s of 
m o n e y a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e a d e m o r a l i s i n g e f f e c t u p o n 
c h a r a c t e r . S i m i l a r l y , i t is c o n c e d e d t h a t g i f t s of f o o d 

o r c l o t h i n g a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e t h e s a m e e f f e c t , t h o u g h 
p o s s i b l y in a s l i g h t l y l e s s i n j u r i o u s d e g r e e . F e w , h o w -
e v e r , s e e m t o p e r c e i v e t h a t rel ief w o r k s , w h e t h e r s u p -
p o r t e d b y p u b l i c o r p r i v a t e s u b s c r i p t i o n s , a r e r e a l l y o n 
t h e s a m e f o o t i n g . T h e e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e of re l ie f w o r k s is 
t h a t t h e y a r e u n d e r t a k e n e x p r e s s l y t o p r o v i d e e m p l o y -
m e n t in d i r e c t i o n s w h e r e t h e r e is n o e f f e c t i v e d e m a n d 
f o r i t u n d e r n o r m a l c o n d i t i o n s . T h u s a w a r m - h e a r t e d 
o l d l a d y e m p l o y s a m a n t o first b l a c k l e a d h e r d o o r -
s t e p s , a n d t h e n w a s h t h e m c l e a n a g a i n , in o r d e r t o 
j u s t i f y t h e p a y m e n t of m o n e y . S i m i l a r l y , w e m a y 
g i v e a m a n e m p l o y m e n t b y m a k i n g h i m p u n c h a s a n d -
b a g f o r a s t i p u l a t e d n u m b e r of h o u r s b e f o r e g i v i n g 
h i m c a s h d o w n . T h e d e g r a d a t i o n o f l a b o u r a n d of 
c h a r a c t e r i n v o l v e d in s u c h " w o r k " is c l e a r l y a p p a r e n t . 
I n t h e c a s e o f r e l i e f w o r k s , t h e i l l u s ion m a y b e b e t t e r 
d i s g u i s e d , b u t i t is t h e r e al l t h e s a m e . 

I t is e q u a l l y t h e c a s e t h a t r e l i e f w o r k s d o n o t , 
g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , a d d a n y t h i n g t o t h e t o t a l v a l u e of 
e m p l o y m e n t ; t h a t is t o s a y , t h e y d o n o t c r e a t e a n y 
m o r e r ea l e m p l o y m e n t t h a n d o c h a r i t a b l e g i f t s of 
m o n e y o r f o o d . T h e y o n l y d i v e r t a c e r t a i n a m o u n t 
of e m p l o y m e n t f r o m c e r t a i n m e m b e r s of t h e c o m -
m u n i t y t o o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

Re l i e f w o r k s m a y t a k e e i t h e r of t w o f o r m s :— 

(1 ) T h e y m a y s e t t h e u n e m p l o y e d t o d o w o r k in 
d i r e c t c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h b u s i n e s s e s a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g , 
s u c h a s w o o d - c h o p p i n g o r m a t c h - m a k i n g . I n t h e s e 
c a s e s , t h e d i s p l a c e m e n t of l a b o u r a l r e a d y e m p l o y e d 
in t h e s e b u s i n e s s e s is s o o b v i o u s t h a t n o o n e c a n p r e -
t e n d f o r a m o m e n t t h a t e x t r a e m p l o y m e n t is c r e a t e d . 

( 2 ) T h e y m a y s e t t h e u n e m p l o y e d t o d o w o r k f o r 
w h i c h t h e r e is n o e f f e c t i v e d e m a n d u n d e r n o r m a l c o n -
d i t i o n s . I n t h e s e cases , w h i c h i n c l u d e f a r m c o l o n i e s , 
a f f o r e s t a t i o n , s c h e m e s f o r r e c l a i m i n g t h e W a s h , &c., 
t h e d i s p l a c e m e n t of l a b o u r is less o b v i o u s b e c a u s e it 
is l e s s d i r e c t , b u t i t is n o n e t h e l e s s r e a l . 

S u c h r e l i e f w o r k s , in s o f a r a s t h e y a r e a r t i f i c i a l l y 
s t i m u l a t e d b y p u b l i c o r p r i v a t e b e n e v o l e n c e , a r e i n -
d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r o m a l l o t h e r v a r i e t i e s of w e a l t h -
w a s t i n g . T h e y d e s t r o y w e a l t h a n d e m p l o y m e n t 
u n d e r t h e g u i s e o f p r o v i d i n g " w o r k , " a s t r u l y a s d o 
p r o t e c t i v e t a r i f f s , w a r s , a r m a m e n t s , a n d r e c k l e s s p u b l i c 
e x p e n d i t u r e of a l l k i n d s . T h e r e a s o n is p l a i n ; t h e y 
d i v e r t i n d u s t r y f r o m i ts n o r m a l c h a n n e l s i n t o u n p r o -
d u c t i v e d i r e c t i o n s , a n d i n e v i t a b l y d i s p l a c e m o r e l a b o u r 
t h a n t h e y c r e a t e , b y l e s s e n i n g t h e e f f e c t i v e d e m a n d of 
t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y f o r o r d i n a r y c o m m o d i t i e s . 

T r a c e f o r a m o m e n t t h e e f f e c t of t h i s £100,000 o n 
i n d u s t r y . T h i s s u m r e p r e s e n t s a p o r t i o n o f t h e e a r n -
i n g s of t h e c o m m u n i t y . U n d e r o r d i n a r y c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s , w h a t w o u l d h a v e b e e n d o n e w i t h i t ? O n e 
o r o t h e r of t w o t h i n g s w o u l d h a v e h a p p e n e d . E i t h e r 
i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n v e s t e d a s c a p i t a l in e x t e n d i n g 
p r o d u c t i v e o r d i s t r i b u t i v e i n d u s t r y ; or , if t h e s t a t e o f 
t r a d e d i d n o t w a r r a n t s u c h i n v e s t m e n t , i t w o u l d h a v e 
e x p r e s s e d i t se l f in s o m u c h p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r a n d 
h a v e f o u n d i t s w a y i n t o t h e o r d i n a r y c h a n n e l s of t r a d e , 
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t h e r e b y i n c r e a s i n g t h e e f f e c t i v e d e m a n d of t h e w h o l e 
c o m m u n i t y , a n d w i t h it t h e t o t a l a m o u n t of e m p l o y -
m e n t . 

I t is q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t , u n d e r n o c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
w o u l d i t h a v e b e e n t i e d u p in a s t o c k i n g o r b u r i e d in 
t h e e a r t h . B u t w h a t will a c t u a l l y h a p p e n t o i t ? I t 
wil i g o t o s t i m u l a t e s o m e k i n d of c h a r i t a b l e w o r k f o r 
w h i c h t h e r e is n o n o r m a l e f f e c t i v e d e m a n d . B u t in 
d o i n g s o i t h a s l e s s e n e d t h e p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r of t h o s e 
w h o c o n t r i b u t e d t h e s u m , c h e c k e d so m u c h t r a d e f r o m 
p u r s u i n g i t s n o r m a l c h a n n e l s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y t h r o w n 
s o m u c h l a b o u r o u t of e m p l o y m e n t . S u r e l y , t h e n , i t 
m a y wel l b e a s k e d : " W h a t h a s t h i s c h a r i t y d o n e 
t o w a r d s h e l p i n g t h e u n e m p l o y e d p r o b l e m ? " T h e 
p r i c e p a i d f o r t h e q u e s t i o n a b l e b e n e f i t of p r o v i d i n g 
s h a m " w o r k " f o r t h o s e a t p r e s e n t o u t of w o r k h a s 
b e e n t h e s u b m e r g i n g of a t l e a s t a n e q u i v a l e n t n u m b e r 
of u n f o r t u n a t e w o r k e r s w h o h a v e b e e n h e r o i c a l l y 
s t r u g g l i n g t o k e e p t h e i r h e a d s a b o v e w a t e r . T h i s 
s e e m s a h a r d s a y i n g , b u t I f e a r i t is t h e f a c t . 

W h a t w o n d e r is i t t h a t s o m e of t h o s e w h o wi t -
n e s s e d t h e o p e n i n g of t h e " K i n g ' s L a b o u r T e n t s " 
c r i e d o u t in t h e b i t t e r n e s s of t h e i r h e a r t s — " C u r s e 
y o u r c h a r i t y ! " P r o b a b l y t h e y h a d n o t r e a s o n e d t h e 
m a t t e r o u t , b u t w e i n c l i n e t o t h i n k t h e y d i m l y r e a l i s e d 
t h e s i t u a t i o n I r o m p a i n f u l e x p e r i e n c e , a n d fe l t c o n -
s c i o u s ot i t s g r o t e s q u e a b s u r d i t y . H o w c o m e s i t t h a t 
t h e s e m e n a r e p o w e r i e s s t o e a r n t h e i r o w n l i v i n g ? 
H o w c o m e s i t t h a t , in t h e r i c h e s t c o u n t r y t h e w o r l d 
h a s e v e r s e e n , t h e y a r e s t a r v i n g ? I t s e e m s i n c r e d i b l e . 

S c i e n c e h a s p l a c e d i t w i t h i n t h e p o w e r of e a c h m a n 
t o f o r c e t e n t i m e s a s m u c h w e a l t h f r o m N a t u r e ' s 
s t o r e h o u s e a s w a s p o s s i b l e 100 y e a r s a g o . D o e s a n y 
o n e d e c l a r e n o w t h a t N a t u r e is e x h a u s t e d ? C a p i t a l 
is a b u n d a n t , a n d c r y i n g o u t t o b e u s e d ; t h e U n e m -
p l o y e d F u n d s h o w s i t . L a b o u r is id le , a n d c r y i n g 
o u t t o u s e c a p i t a l ; t h e u n e m p l o y e d s h o w it . W h y , 
t h e n , c a n n o t t h e u n e m p l o y e d e m p l o y t h e m s e l v e s ? 

W h a t is i t , w h a t c a n i t be , e x c e p t t h a t t h e d o o r t o 
N a t u r e ' s s t o r e h o u s e is c l o s e d ? I t is t i g h t s h u t b y 
l a n d m o n o p o l y . W e d o n o t w a n t t o o p e n " K i n g ' s 
L a b o u r T e n t s " ; w e w a n t t o o p e n t h e d o o r t o n a t u r a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

T h i s is w h a t o u r b e n e v o l e n t f r i e n d s i g n o r e . T h e y 
s e e m w i l l i n g t o d o a n y t h i n g a n d e v e r y t h i n g fo r t h e 
u n e m p l o y e d , e x c e p t t h i s " o n e t h i n g n e e d f u l . " T h e 
k e y is r e a d y t o h a n d t o o p e n t h e d o o r ; i t o n l y w a n t s 
t u r n i n g . L e t t h o s e w h o p r e f e r t o d o j u s t i c e b e f o r e 
g i v i n g c h a r i t y , s t u d y t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . 

H A R R Y L L E W E L Y N DAVIES. 

* * This issue of "Land Values" is enlarged to 
28 'pages to cope with the extra advertising 
favours. Anyone posting the paper, please note 
the Postage is One Penny. 

JOHN SPEIRS (La t e WILLIAM GRAY), 

Tailor, Clothier, and Gentlemen's Outfitter, 
133 TRONGATE, GLASGOW. 

Bus iness Hours—9 a .m. to 7 p . m . ; Saturdays , 6 p . m . 

SPECIALITIES in 

Gent . ' s Waterproof Coats. Any Style to Measure. 

Ladies' Waterproof Coats and Capes, in all the Leading 
Styles to Measure. 

LADIES' TAILORING A SPECIALITY. 

PUBLISHER'S NOTES. 

We trust our readers are not ignoring the head-
lines on front and back inside pages requesting 
them to assist the Journal by dealing with our 
Advertisers. This month we have quite a list of 
new Advertisements. Where possible, mention 
" Land Values " when placing your orders. 

In view of the coming General Election, extra 
supplies of "Land Values" will be printed for 
special circulation at Meetings, and for particular 
interested friends who ought to be on our Sub-
scribers' List. Names and Addresses of likely 
Subscribers wanted. 

Type-Writers or Books.—Any of our readers 
wishing to purchase a Type-Writer or Books of any 
description, can help "Land Values" by using it 
as an agency or medium of purchase. Any kind 
of Type-Writer, or any Book you may require. 

E D I N B U R G H LEAGUE. 

A N N U A L MEETING. 
T h e Annua l Genera l Mee t ing of the Taxa t ion of Land 

Values League, Ed inburgh , was held in Dowell 's Rooms , 
there, on Thursday , 8ih December . Mr. Edwin A d a m , t he 
Pres ident , took the chair . T h e repor ts of the Execut ive 
and Treasure r were approved . 

T h e report of t he Execut ive states t h a t — T h e principal 
event in the history of t he League dur ing the past year was 
the Confe rence and publ ic mee t ing organised by it in con-
junct ion with the Scott ish League for the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values, and held in Ed inbu rgh o n the 28th of April l a s t ; 
refers to the remarkab le progress of the political m o v e m e n t 
for the Taxat ion of L a n d Values , under the leadership of 
the P r i m e Minister , Sir H e n r y C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n ; a n d 
to t he two Bills passing t he second reading stage last 
session. T h e report also states tha t the relat ions of t h e 
L e a g u e with the Scott ish League for the Taxat ion of L a n d 
Values have been closer than ever, and that this closer 
co opera t ion of the two Leagues has proved of great value 
to the movemen t . 

T h e Cha i rman gave a short address to the meet ing, a n d 
an interest ing discussion followed. T h e office-bearers for t he 
coming year were appoin ted , viz . :—President , Mr . E d w i n 
A d a m , E d i n b u r g h ; Vice-Pres idents , Messrs. A. F . Brown, 
Galashiels, and G a r d n e r Millar, E d i n b u r g h ; Secretary, M r . 
G. D. Valent ine , 13 Pit t Street, E d i n b u r g h ; Treasurer , Mr . 
J a m e s Walker , C.A., 25 Freder ick Street, E d i n b u r g h ; 
Execut ive , Messrs . H . S. Murray , Ga lash ie l s ; F . A. 
U m p h e r s t o n , J . W. Gul land, T . F. Binnie, E d i n b u r g h ; 
W m . Robe r t son , D u n f e r m l i n e ; P . Maxton Cunn ingham, 
Ed inburgh , Bailie Fairi ie, Falkirk ; Messrs. J . Brun ton , sen., 
George Mill, j un , a n d Alex. Gil lon, E d i n b u r g h . 

" The Reformers' Year Book," 1906. Edited by F. W. Pethick 
Lawrence and Joseph Edwards. Prices, 2s. 6d. net, cloth ; is. net, 
paper covers. 4 Clement's Inn, Strand, W.C. The Reformers' Year 
Book is a complete guide to the labour world, and to the reform move-
ments of the day. It'contains much valuable reference matter which is 
inaccessible to the general public in any other form. For example, 
its complete list of Liberal candidates for all the constituencies in 
Great Britain for the General Election, its biographies and portraits of 
over 90 Labour candidates, and its directories of over 1500 Trade 
Unions and Trades Councils and of reform organisations, the reform 
press, reform publications, and of individual reformers. In addition to 
the reference matter, there are many special articles on a wide variety 
of topics, including Election Expenses, Registration Reform, Muni-
cipal Trading, Conscription, Chinese Labour, Legal Reform, Secular 
Education, the Unemployed, the Burden of Armaments, Esperanto, &c. 
The article on the Burden of Armaments contains figures which will be 
a surprise to many people. It is not generally known that we in this 
country are spending more than twice as much on armaments, in pro-
portion to our population, as the average of other countries. We are 
spending on a double scale—011 the navy on the scale of an oceanic 
Power, on the army on the scale of a Continental Power. Our expen-
diture on both services amounts to 303. 9d. per head of our population, 
as compared with 24s. 8d. in France, 15s. 6d. in Germany, l is . 8d. in 
the United States, and 2s. 6d. in Japan ! 
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THE LATE MR. CORNELIUS PROUD. 
1 . , . - „ Many Single Taxers in England and 
Adelaide, S.A. Scotland will share with their co-

workers in South Australia in regret at 
the death of Mr. C. Proud, which took place at Blackwood, 
near Adelaide, on October 18th. Mr. Proud dated his 
interest in public matters to the ministrations of the late 
Kev. H u g h Gilmore, and was induced thereby (as were 
many others) to study H e n r y George's works. When, years 
alter, the Life of Henry George was published, Mr. P roud 
underl ined these w o r d s : - - H e made a supreme appeal to 
those who in their heart of hearts have taken the cross of a 
new c rusade ; to those who, seeing the truth, 'will toil for 
i t ; suffer for i t ; if need be, die for i t ; ' " and wrote at the 
margin— The words which first made me resolve to fight 
and endure for it." Henceforward he spared not himself, 
a n d devoted much of his t ime and ability to arousing and 
educat ing others ; and by lectures, addresses, letters to the 
press, circulating literature, &c„ his influence was widely ex-
™ v ° n ^ o subjects especially he worked unceasingly,viz.: 

. A 1 X . — r h a t local rating be based on unimproved land 
values ; and in connection with the t ramways—That people 
should retain their own street right. Wh.m the two long 
deferred rights are s e c u r e d - a n d Mr. Yaughan and others 
are fighting a s vigorously for them in Parl iament as Mr. 
1 rotid did outs ide—the public will more fully realise how 
much they owe to the persistency and ability of this 
s trenuous advocate for f reedom. 

T o Single Taxers Mr. P roud is a good friend gone, and 
the highest tr ibute we can pay his memory will he to carry 
on the work he loved, and fight as bravely in the service of 
others. 

XI „ . , „R _ G O O D NEWS.—We have received word 
New South Wales, by letter, dated n t h November, from 
T, T Mr. J . R . Firth, of the Sydney Single 
Tax League, to the effect " t h a t the State Government has 
passed through the Legislative Assembly a Local Govern-
ment Bill providing for Local Single Tax pure and simple. 
All rates o be levied on unimproved value of land and on 
nothing else. The re is ,io limit to the r a t e ; it may be i d 
2d., 3d ;, or i s in the £ on capital value, just as the Local 
Councils think fit. T h e Uppe r House (the Legislative 
Council) is now considering the measure, and we have great 
hopes that it will be law this year." T h e Premier of New 
South VVa es (the H o n . J . H . Carruthers) is pledged to 
s tand or fall by the principle of Taxing Land Values 

~ - . , , T h e General Election, which took 
flew Zealand, place on 6th December, has resulted in 
, , another victory—the sixth in succession 

—for the party now in power. As three years ago we re-
ceived word by cable of the election of Mr. George Fowlds 
tne leading Parl iamentary exponent of the Taxation of 
Land Values in the colony. It is est imated that the 
G o v e r n m e n t s majority will be between 50 and 60 in a 
H o u s e of 80 members . 

A BUILDING BOOM IN WELLINGTON. 
f Wellington, the capital of New Zealand, adopted the 
Act two years ago, and the present Town Clerk of Welling-
ton (Mr. John R . Palmer), in his annual report, l g o 2 - 3 to 
the Mayor and Councillors of the city, says :— 

" T h e r e su l t of t h e first y e a r ' s t r i a l of t h i s 
s y s t e m of r a t i n g m u s t b e c o n s i d e r e d a g r a t i f y i n g 
one , a n d l eaves n o r o o m for r e g r e t a t i t s a d o p -
t i on T h a t w h i c h was c l a i m e d b y i ts e x p o n e n t s 
h a s b e e n a m p l y fu l f i l led i t j s o n ] y 

s t a t i n g a fac t t o s a y t h a t m u c h , if n o t ali, of t h e 
t h e a c t i v i t y in t h e b u i l d i n g o p e r a t i o n s of t h e 
c i t y a n d s u r r o u n d i n g s d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r is d u e 
t o t h e influence of t h i s h e a l t h y m e a s u r e . " 

I n his latest report, 1903-4, Mr. Palmer says :—" I t is 
worthy of note that there are now more than 20 boroughs 
in New Zealand which have adopted the Land Values 
I axation System, a fact which at least shows that the prin-

ciple is finding favour among our own people." 

THE PRACTICAL TESTIMONY. 
T h e New Zealand Dairyman, October, 1905, says :— 

" A t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t of b u i l d i n g is g o i n g on 
in W e l l i n g t o n j u s t n o w , t h e a m o u n t of c a p i t a l 
i nvo lved e x c e e d i n g a t h i r d of a mi l l ion . T h e 
D . I . C . b u i l d i n g is t o cos t £ 4 0 , 0 0 0 , a n d t h e v a l u e 
of t h e a l m o s t c o m p l e t e d B a n k of N e w S o u t h 
W a l e s b u i l d i n g is £ 3 5 , 0 0 0 . T h e e rec t ion of n e w 
h o t e l s is n o t s o p o p u l a r as was t h e ca se a l i t t l e 
o v e r a y e a r a g o . T h e o n l y h o t e l b e i n g r e - e r e c t e d 
is t h e < W e s t e r n . ' I t is of s i x s t o r eys , a n d will c o s t 
. £ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . V i c t o r i a C o l l e g e is s t i l l u n d e r c o n s t r u c -
t ion , a n d is t o cos t £ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . A s u b s t a n t i a l 
b u i l d i n g is b e i n g e r e c t e d for t h e B a n k of A u s t r a l -
a s i a a t a cos t of £ 3 4 , 0 0 0 . T h e p l a n s h a v e a l m o s t 
been c o m p l e t e d for t h e n e w N a t i o n a l B a n k , a n d 
t h e U n i o n B a n k is t o b e e n l a r g e d . A n e w P u b l i c 
T r u s t Of f i ce is t o b e bu i l t a t a cos t of £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 
A w a r e h o u s e , t o cos t £ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , is b e i n g e r e c t e d 
for M e s s r s . P . H a y m a n & Co., a n d a n o t h e r fo r 
Mess r s . E . W . Mil l s & Co., t o c o s t £ 1 6 , 0 0 0 . A 
c o n v e n t is in c o u r s e of e r e c t i o n a t I s l a n d B a y 
for £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 , a n d t h e s a m e a m o u n t is i nvo lved in 
t h e n e w f r u i t a n d p r o d u c e m a r k e t , f o r wh ich t h e 
p l a n s a r e c o m p l e t e d . T h e W e l l i n g t o n , B u i l d i n g 
a n d I n v e s t m e n t C o m p a n y a r e e r e c t i n g p r e m i s e s 
w o r t h £ 1 5 , 0 0 0 , a n d a p r i v a t e ho te l , n e a r l y finished 
t o u c h e s t h e s a m e figure. A b l o c k of s h o p s a n d 
d w e l l i n g - h o u s e s is b e i n g e r e c t e d fo r M r . M a r t i n 
K e n n e d y a t a cos t of £ 1 1 , 0 0 0 . M r . C. H . I z a r d 
is b u i l d i n g p r e m i s e s p r i ced a t £ 1 1 , 0 0 0 , a n d t h e r e 
a r e a g r e a t m a n y o t h e r b u i l d i n g s p r o j e c t e d , o r 
in c o u r s e of c o n s t r u c t i o n , i n v o l v i n g s u m s f r o m 

£ 2 0 0 0 , t o £ 8 0 0 0 . 

These buildings in course of erection may not be 

v l w v, ,th,K r e S U l t ° f t h e P° l l c y o f Taxing Land 
Values, but they are certainly very practical answers to 
statements made about the tax driving away capital and 

otherwise injuring the community. 

By Making: H o m e B e a u t i f u l , You M a k e H o m e H a p p y . 

I>. c . THOMSON, 
Practical Carver, Gilder, and Picture Frame Maker , 

135 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD, GLASGOW. 
Cord Rings Chains, Rods, and Hooks Sold. Oil Paintings Cleaned, 

Varnished, Restored, and Relined. Old Pr nts Repaired 
Oil and Water-colour Tubes and Brushes Sold. 

National Telephone, No. 5 7 X 2 . 
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M r . G L A D S T O N E h a s 
S o l v e d t h e P r o b l e m . 

How that, by consulting him at his address 106 West Regent 
Street, Glasgow, you will be enabled to save time and money. 
An illustration of this will be found by carefully examining 
the following Price-List and comparing it with the Prices you 
are at present paying. 

We do Printing, Lithographing, Bookbinding, and supply 
Mercanti le and Law Stat ionery at Prices 

SO WONDERFULLY MODERATE. 

Enquiries Invited. Quotations Gladly Given. 

SPECIAL TYPEWRITER'S SUPPLY LIST. 
N e w and Second Hand Typewriters, all Makes, from 30/-. 
Typewriter Ribbons, for all Machines, from 21- each. 

1 "free t a k i n g 6. 
Typewriter Carbon Paper, from lOd. per dozen. 

T a k i n g 1 B o x , 100 S h e e t s , 5 /9 e a c h . 
Typewri ter Stencil Paper, from 4/3 per Case of 24 Sheets. 

1 - f ree t a k i n g 6. 
Dupl icat ing Inks, all Colours, from 2/8 per Tube. 

1 f r e e t a k i n g 6 . 
Typewriter Papers. A s k for Sample Book. 
Typewri ter Erasers, Oil, brushes, Shorthand Books, and 

e v e r y t h i n g for the Office. 
Typewri ter Desks, Tables, Book-Racks, from 14/6 each; 

Call and see them. 
Typis ts and Shorthand Writers, w i t h or wi thout Machine, 

supplied per day, week , or month. Charges moderate. 
Copying Work, all kinds undertaken, Shorthand and Type-

w r i t i n g taught . 
TYPEWRITERS REPAIRED. TRADE SUPPLIED. 

SOLE AGENTS IN SCOTLAND FOR THE 'FAY-SHOLES TYPEWRITER. 
Address-

106 West Regent St., 
G L A S G O W . 

Corporation Telephone, 5615. 
National Telephone, 9 Douglas. 

GLADSTONE & CO., 
STEVENSONS' STORES, LTD., 

^ts B a i n S q u a r e , sV^ 

GLASGOW, 

Nearly opposite Old Barracks. 

SECOND TO NONE for 

D R A P E R Y , H A R D W A R E , 

C H I N A A N D F A N C Y G O O D S , 

W A L L P A P E R & D R Y S A L T E R I E S . 

S e e o u r 2 4 W i n d o w s f o r P r i c e s . 

Corporation Telephone, Y810. Established 1890. 

Cheap Sale all the Year Round. 

Works of Henry George 
NEW LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE 

INCLUDING THE 

LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE 
By HENRY GEORGE, Jr. 

Just Published, in ten volumes, 12mo., handsomely bound 
in buckram, with gilt tops, untrimmed edges, etc. It contains a full 
set of portraits, and is in all respects equal to the well-known 
MEMORIAL EDITION, issued in 1898, which is now out of print 
and which sold for £& 5s. pet set. 

W h a t T o m L. J o h n s o n s a y s t o t h e 
P u b l i s h e r s :— 

"GENTLEMEN, 
" I wish to congratulate you on bringing out a new 

library edition of the Works of Henry George. The day is not (ar 
distant when the professional or business man who does not under-
stand the philosophy of Henry George will sland disciediled in any 
intelligent community. 

" A knowledge of this philosophy will broaden and strengthen 
any man, morally and intellectually ; will make him a more public 
spiriled citizen, and better equip him for the activities of business and 
professional life. It will give him a clearer comprehension of his 
duties to his fellow man, to the State, and to ihe Great Ruler of 
the Univers- ; lifting him immeasurably above ihe plane of vanity, 
sordidness and selfishness which now seems to be the chief end of 
man. , , 

" I hope and believe that youi enterprise will be a success beyond 
your most sanguine expectations. 

" Very truly yours, 
" T O M L. JOHNSON." 

LIST OF THE VOLUMES: 
V o l u m e I . Progress and Poverty. 
V o l u m e I I . Social Problems. 
V o l u m e I I I . The Land Question. 

This volume contains three short woiks : (1) a brochure of 
seventeen short chapters and entitled " The Land Question ; " 
(2) '• Property in Land," a passage-at arms with the Duke of 
Argyle; (3) " T h e Condition of Labour," an open letter to, 
Pope Leo XIII . , in reply to the Pope's encyclical letter on 
" the condition of labour." 

Vo lume I V . Protection or Free Trade. 
V o l u m e V. A Perplexed Philosopher. 
Volumes VI. and VII . The Science of Political 

Economy. 
V o l u m e V I I I . Our Land and Land Policy. 

This volume contains, besides selected speeches, lecluies 
and miscellaneous writings, the pamphlet which, first published 
in 1871, was the forerunner of " Progress and Poverty " eight 
yeais later. 

Volumes I X . and X. The Life of Henry George. 
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M A N C H E S T E R CONFERENCE. 

I M P O R T A N T R E S O L U T I O N S C A R R I E D . 

As repor t ed in our D e c e m b e r issue a C o n f e r e n c e on the 
Taxa t ion of L a n d Values, held unde r t he auspices of the 
Munic ipa l Confe rence Commi t t ee , was held at Manches te r , 
in the T o w n Hal l , Tuesday , 22nd N o v e m b e r . T h e repre-
sentatives present f rom Local R a t i n g Author i t ies were 
es t imated at abou t 300. T h e Lord Mayor of M a n c h e s t e r 
(Counci l lor Thewlis ) pres ided. Mr. D a v i d E lde r of the 
Glasgow T o w n Clerk 's Office ac ted as Secretary. 

T h e L o r d Mayor r e m i n d e d t he C o n f e r e n c e of t he im-
por tance of the sub jec t to those who are interes ted in local 
government . T h e heavy b u r d e n s of munic ipal rates were 
increasing, a n d they were causing an a m o u n t of dissatisfac-
tion which was pe rhaps natural . I n Manches te r , as in 
o ther places, t he rates would probably con t inue to increase. 
T h e y cons tant ly hea rd in M a n c h e s t e r of organisa t ions being 
fo rmed with a view to reduc ing munic ipa l rates, and those 
who were responsible for t he imposi t ion of these rates could 
look u p o n these agi ta t ions with a good deal of sympathy. 
( H e a r , hear . ) Bu t he though t t h e sympathy which they 
could offer to those who compla ined of these heavy bu rdens 
would be a good deal more effective if they could turn their 
t hough t s away f rom the munic ipa l Counc i l s to the subject 
of t he taxat ion of l and values. ( H e a r , hear . ) Peop le came 
to the Counci l a n d asked for a reduc t ion of the rates, bu t 
they did not point out which rates ough t to be a t t acked 
first. H e would suggest to t hem tha t they should go to the 
very sou rce of the m a t t e r — t h e taxat ion of land values 
(Applause . ) T h a t was t he real cause of t he heavy burden 
which was compla ined of. T h e y f o u n d tha t t he value of 
land increased at the rate of a h u n d r e d mill ions a y e a r — a n d 
who got the benefi t of t h a t ? Cer ta in ly no t t h e munici-
palities. T h e author i t ies were unab le to obta in f rom the 
people who benef i ted by this increase a r easonab le propor-
t ion of he lp when he lp for the publ ic was needed . At the 
present t ime they were t rying to work the U n e m p l o y e d Act. 
I n Manches te r an appeal h a d been issued, a n d he in t ended 
to p ropose that a special appea l should be m a d e to the land-
owners of the city. H e cons idered tha t they had a perfect 
r ight to appea l to these m e n with m u c h greater force than 
to others. (Hea r , hear . ) S o m e landowners had had their 
incomes increased threefold , and , more t han that , in a com-
paratively shor t t ime. T h i s was not a party quest ion. 
(Hea r , hear . ) T h e principle for which they were con tend-
ing conce rned all, for it was t he pr inciple tha t whoever 
received benefi t f rom the rates shou ld con t r ibu te to the 
rates . T h e y mus t see tha t the re was no relaxat ion of their 
efforts in order to secure t h e u l t imate success of the move-
men t . 

The Progress of the Movement . 
Alderman Southern moved :— 

" T h a t this Confe rence of representat ives of munic ipa l 
and o ther rat ing author i t ies reaffirms its opin ion tha t 
there is urgent need for legislation to provide for the 
assessment and rating of land values, and having h e a r d 
the report of the various steps of p rocedure t aken by 
its C o m m i t t e e since t h e meet ing of t h e Confe rence he ld 
in L o n d o n on 12th April last, approves thereof. T h e 
Confe rence fur ther records its sat isfaction at t he sub-
stantial progress which this organisat ion of munic ipa l 
and other rat ing authori t ies has made , a n d the inf luence 
it has had on publ ic opinion, as ev idenced by the second 
reading of the Engl ish Bill being carr ied on two occa-
sions (in 1904 by a major i ty of 67, a n d in 1905 by a 
major i ty of 90), and the Scotch Bill be ing carr ied in 
1905 by a major i ty of 20." 

Mr. Southern said that it was not necessary at such a Con-
fe rence to discuss first principles. A proposi t ion which had 
received the assent of a majori ty of 90 in the H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s d id not need m u c h just if icat ion. O n e of the 
principles which the Bill asserted was tha t they who der ived 
benefi t f rom local t axa t ionshould con t r ibu te more or less their 
share to it. ( H e a r , hear . ) T h e Bill has been f r a m e d so 
that it would not inflict injust ice on any individual, a n d they 
h a d carefully ref ra ined f rom a t tempt ing to pe ra l i se chief 
rents . H e congra tu la ted t he Confe rence on the progress 
which had been m a d e with the m o v e m e n t . H e t h o u g h t 
tha t the reason why the cause had advanced so well was 
tha t they had as their essential pr inciple someth ing which 
c o m m e n d e d itself to the sense of jus t ice a n d right of every 
though t fu l m a n — t h e principle that those who der ived bene-
fit f rom the local taxes should con t r ibu te more or less to 
them. (Applause. ) 

T h e resolut ion was seconded by ex-Bailie F e r g u s o n 
(Glasgow), who emphas i sed the impor tance of urging u p o n 
the municipal i t ies the duty of using every effort to forward 
the movement . Advocates of t he taxat ion of l and values 
were, he said, act ing qui te irrespective of party. T h e y were 
economists , no t pa r t i s ans ; men of science, not m e n of 
political expediency. ( H e a r , hear.) I t was playing with 
the people to con t inue the present system. T h e will of t he 
p e o p l e — a n d they had twelve millions with them in tha t 
q u e s t i o n — o u g h t to be recorded with all possible speed . 
H e main ta ined that the taxation of land values would con-
fer greater benef i t s upon t he people t han any measu re of 
legislation since Cobden ' s F ree T r a d e was adop ted . T h e 
proposi t ion to tax land values was sweeping like a hur r icane 
over Ge rmany a n d the G e r m a n cities. T h e y would set t le 
t he hous ing quest ion and the unemployed ques t ion very 
soon when they were able to appropr ia te the u n e a r n e d in-
c remen t of l and to the service of the communi ty . (Cheers . ) 
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Mr. J . H . Whitley, M.P. , speaking in support of the 
resolution, said that the endeavour of those who sought to 
tax land values was to remove an unfair exemption, and to 
bring into line a class of property which ought to be the 
primary basis of taxation, and not left out as at the present 
time. (Applause.) T h e relief afforded by this form of 
taxation would enable the municipalities to develop many 
municipal enterprises, such as housing, clearing away the 
slums, and the provision of more parks and other things. 
Moreover, they would no longer suffer from the costly arbi-
trations when it is in the power of the local authority to pay 
10 pe rcen t , for compulsory purchase on the registered value 
of the land. The re would be an appreciable easing of the 
rates and a great st imulus to industry. (Applause.) 

T h e resolution was carried unanimously. 

Councillor Kirtley (Sunderland) moved— 
" T h a t the members of this Conference of represen-

tatives of municipal and other rating authorities resolve 
te use every competent means to have the principles 
for which they are contending placed on the Statute-
book, and accordingly, on behalf of their respective 
constituences, pledge themselves to endeavour to get 
their representatives in Parliament to ballot for a Bill 
for the Taxation of Land Values at the beginning of 
next session." 

T h e resolution was seconded by Councillor Kay (Bury), 
supported by Councillor A. H . Scott (Manchester) , and 
adopted. 

A Pe t i t ion to P a r l i a m e n t . 
On the motion of Councillor O'Brien (Fulham), seconded 

by Dr. Evans (MerthyrTydvi l ) , it was agreed that a petition 
to the H o u s e of Commons praying for the passing of a Bill 
dealing with the provision of the separate assessment and 
rating of land values be approved, and that copies be for-
warded to the rating authorities of Great Britain and Ire-
land, with an accompanying letter urging its adoption. 

Form of the Petition. 

T A X A T I O N O F L A N D V A L U E S . • 

T o the Honourab le the Commons of the Uni ted Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ire land in Parl iament assembled : 

T h e H u m b l e Petit ion of under their common 
seal sheweth as fol lows:— 

We, the undersigned, on behalf of the Municipal Borough 
of —— in the County of acting for the 
Council of the said Borough do hereby express to your 
Honourab le House the hope that you will in the forthcom-
ing Session of Parl iament again approve a Bill dealing with 
the provision of the separate Assessment and Rat ing of Land 
Values in form similar to that already submit ted to be dis-
cussed and approved by your Honourab le House and having 
regard to the importance of the subject matter that the 
Government of the day will adopt such Bill or one similar in 
its terms for the purpose of carrying the same into law and 
this we ask for the following reasons :— 

1. T h a t a Bill, enti t led " A Bill to Provide for the Separ-
ate Assessment and Rat ing of Land Values," was introduced 
to Parl iament in the session of 1904, the second reading of 
which was carried by a majority of 67. 

2. T h a t a similar Bill was introduced to Parliament in 
the session of 1905, the second reading of which was carried 
by a majority of 90. 

3. T h a t a Bill applicable to Scottish condit ions was intro-
duced to Parliament in the session of 1905, the second 
reading of which was carried by a majority of 20. 

4. T h a t the proposals and principles embodied in such 
Bills have the support of nearly 500 of the principal Corpora-
tions and rating authorities of the United Kingdom, includ-
ing the County Council of London and the great Corporations 
of Dublin, Glasgow, Liverpool, and Manchester . 

5. T h a t the adhesion given to the proposed legislation is 
not party in its character, the Land Values Bills receiving 
support from all sections of the community . 

6. T h a t the wide and increasing interest directed to the 
question that unoccupied land or land only partially occu-
pied and let at a rental which by no means represents its 
real value, should be rated for local purposes on the real 
value thereof, justifies your petitioners in urging that the 
Government of the day should deal with the subject and 
introduce to your Honourab le H o u s e legislative proposals 
in that behalf, more particularly regarding the fact that the 
principle has been affirmed and reaffirmed by Parl iament 
during the past two years. 

T h e Executive Commit tee were appointed as follows with 
instructions to take all requisite steps to give effect to the 
preceding resolutions :— 

Councillor Wilkie, Aberdeen. 
Alderman Miles, Bolton. 
Councillor Kay, Bury, Lancashire. 
T h e Right Honourab le the Lord Mayor of Dublin. 
Ex-Bailie David Harley, Dunfermline. 
Councillor Grindle, Eccles. 
Councillor O'Brien, Fulham. 
T h e Hon . the Lord Provost of Glasgow (William 

Bilsland, Esq.) 
Ex-Bailie John Ferguson, Glasgow (Chairman of 

Committee) . 
Ex-Bailie James Gray, Glasgow. 
Mr. J . H . Whitley, M.P., Halifax. 
Provost H . S. Keith, Hamil ton. 
Mr. J . S. Ha rmood Banner, M.P. , Liverpool. 
Mr. Sidney Webb, London County Council. 
T h e Right Honourab le the Lord Mayor of Man-

chester (Councillor J. H . Thewlis). 
Alderman Southern, Manchester . 
Councillor Scott, Manchester . 
Mr. Alexander Findlay, M.P. , Motherwell. 
Mr. W. P. Nicholas, Rhondda . 
Alderman Jenkins, Salford, 
Mr. William McKillop, M.P. , Sligo. 
Councillor Kirtley, Sunderland. 
Alderman McDowall, West H a m . 
Alderman Willans, Huddersf ie ld . 
Councillor Affleck, Gateshead. 

E V E N I N G P U B L I C M E E T I N G . 

In connection with the Conference a public meeting was 
heid in the evening in the Association Hall, Peter Street, in 
support of the movement to secure the rating of land values. 
I t was promoted by the Citizens' Association for the Improve-
ment of the Unwholesome Dwellings and Surroundings of 
the People. T h e Lord Mayor (Mr. J . H . Thewlis) pre-
sided. 

T h e Lord Mayor said the advocates of the movemer t 
were about to see it achieve success. (Hear , hear.) It 
might be said that this was a political question. It wis 
political just as every question that touched the well-being 
of the community was political, but in no sense was it a 
party question. (Hear , hear.) It was a national question. 
T h e people were being roused with regard to it, and their 
decision would soon be given in a way that could not be 
reversed. (Hear , hear.) H e believed that greater good 
would arise from the taxation of land values than many 
people dreamed. I t would be followed, in his opinion, by 
the solution of the most difficult problem that they had 
now before t hem—the problem of the unemployed. (Hear , 
hear.) T h e Lord Mayor alluded with satisfaction to the 
indications which the citizens are giving that they are 
determined, as Jar as they can, to see that the rates of the 
city are brought within the smallest possible compass. H e 
pointed out that if 40 years ago the land of the city had 
been bought for the benefit of the community, there would 
have been to-day no rate of 8s. 4d. to be protested against. 
There would have been no rates at all. (Hear , hear.) T h e 
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unearned increment of the land would have paid the rates. 
Who, he asked, were gett ing that unearned inc rement? 
A number of people who contr ibuted nothing, or practically 
nothing, towards the rates. As an instance of the increase 
in the value of city land, the Lord Mayor men t ioned the 
case of Marshall 's Charity, which brought in an income of 
, £ 3 2 0 in 1792, and now brings in ^ 3 3 1 8 . T h e Corpora-
tion, he pointed out, could not stay its hand in municipal 
work. What it wanted was a new source of income, and 
that source could be found in the Taxat ion of Land 
Values. (Hear , hear.) 

Mr. Alderman Southern said the fundamenta l principle 
of the movement for taxing land values was that those who 
benefi t by local expendi ture onght, in all reason, to con-
tr ibute thereto. T h e expendi ture of local rates led to a 
great enhancement of the property of men who never paid 
a farthing towards it. Mr. Southern pointed to the un-
developed area which lies behind the frontages to Market 
Street, Cannon Street, High Street and Corporat ion Street. 
At present, he said, it was no great credit to the city, and 
it brought in nothing like the rent that such land ought to 
bring in. But if this land was assessed at its fair value, 
there would be a great impetus given to an improvement in 
that part of the city. (Hear , hear.) T h e Taxation of 
Land Values, he maintained, was an eminently just and 
reasonable proposal, and it had within it potentialities of 
great fu ture advantage to the citizens. (Hear , hear.) Mr. 
Southern moved the following r e s o l u t i o n : — " T h a t this 
meet ing of the Manchester Citizens' Association expresses 
its approbat ion of what the municipalities are doing to 
secure that those who benefit by local expenditure shall 
contr ibute thereto." 

Ex-Bailie J . Ferguson (Glasgow) seconded the resolution, 
and it was supported by Alderman Jenk ins (Salford) and 
Mr. A. H . Scott (Manchester) , and adopted. 

Mr. T. C. Horsfall, who succeeded the Lord Mayor as 
chairman towards the end of the meeting, remarked that 
never in Manchester before had such an address been heard 
from a Lord Mayor as that which Mr. Thewlis had delivered. 
(Hear , hear.) N o Lord Mayor in the past had dared to 
speak the pla n, unadul tera ted truth about the land question 
as Mr. Thewlis had done. (Applause.) Mr. Horsfall 
urged strongly that the unearned increment is not the 
property of the individual, but the product of the labour 
and the existence of the community . It should therefore 
belong to the community . (Hear , hear.) They would be 
idiots and silly children, he contended, and unworthv to be 
citizens of a free country, now that they had got the 
chance, now that they were about to have a Government 
which would do something, if they did not demand that 
this legislation should be carried out without fur ther delay. 

Is it just that the people of England should not own the 
land they live and labour upon ? 

A Remedy. 
Well now, what is the remedy for this ? 
T h e remedy is, that the land should be no longer 

held and owned by the few. H o w can this be done ? 
It can, I think, be done by what is known as the Taxat ion 
of Land Values, which means putt ing a tax on the value 
of all land apart from improvements. T h e land—apar t 
from all buildings upon it and all improvements—must 
be properly assessed at its real value, and then that value 
must be taxed. If it is valuable land standing idle it 
will be highly taxed, and the landowner will soon be 
anxious to sell. If he is willing and able to pay the tax, 
a large increase of revenue reaches the Treasury. 

Now what will be the result of this Taxation of L a n d 
Values ? I n the first place we shall certainly bring more 
land into use, and thus have more land for small hold-
ings or allotments. In the second place, land for 
building purposes will be cheaper, and when we can get 
land easily and cheaply for town dwellings and country 
cottages, we shall have gone a long way towards solving 
the question of housing. I have pointed out that this 
tax will place a great deal of money at our disposal, and 
the question is what will a Liberal Government spend it 
on ? We have heard a good deal of Old Age Pensions, 
and we are told that while all sides approve of them 
there is one insuperable difficulty, that there is no money 
to give them with. H e r e this one objection is over-
come. T h e taxation of land values will give us more 
than enough to supply a pension to all our old people. 

Of course, you will be told that this is confiscation. 
My answer is that every tax confiscates some portion of 
our incomes. Most taxation to-day falls more heavily 
on people with small incomes, than on the rich. T h e 
Taxation of Land Values will place the burden of 
national expenditure on the right shoulders, on the 
landowners, who, as Mr. Chamberlain once told us, 
" toil not, neither do they spin." 
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I seem to have taken as a text to-night the word 
f reedom. I have said that F reedom of T r a d e is 
necessary for the people's food, and that we want Free-
dom of Educat ion for the people's schools. Now I 
should like to emphasise the word freedom in connection 
with land. 

You all know instances where a whole village belongs 
to one man, and where, if a tenant ventures to take a 
different side in politics from the squire, he has to leave. 
Is not that a blot on our fair name, on our pride in this 
" free England " as we love to call it ? I see that every-
one before me owns a coat, but if I were to ask those 
who own a single square foot of this land of England 
to hold up their hands, how many hands would go up ? 
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" E X I S T I N G C O N T R A C T S " A N D T H E 
T A X A T I O N OF L A N D VALUES. 

To the Members of the Scottish League for the 
Taxation of Land Values. 

Gentlemen,—On t h ; eve of a General Election, when 
the prospects are so favourable to the return of a Liberal 
Administration fully pledged to the Taxation of Land 
Values, I consider it consistent with my duty as President 
to acquaint you with the following facts :— 

On the 19th of May last Mr. Ainsworth introduced the 
Glasgow Bill, which was carried by a majority of 20 The 
Tories concentrated their attack upon the seventh clause of 
the Bill, which empowered the occupier or nominal owner 
to deduct the amount of the tax from the real landowner or 
recipient of land values. Mr. Crombie and Dr. Douglas 
hastened to assure the Tories that they were of like mind 
with regard to this " o b n o x i o u s " clause. Mr. Dobbie 
favoured the deduction clause, and denounced existing 
contracts. Mr. Thomas Shaw (now Lord Advocate), chief 
spokesman for the Liberals on that occasion, has, according 
to Mr. Trevelyan, promised that the clause would be 
dropped in Committee. Since last May the evidence 
has grown that the Liberals, in proceeding to deal with the 
Taxation of Land Values, intend to exempt from the opera-
tion of the tax the most of the plunder which landlordism 
exacts to-day. We have to thank Mr. Charles Trevelyan for 
making this quite clear in his recent pamphlet, edited by 
Mr. Stead. This pamphlet , while excellent in other re-
spects contains (on pp. 12-13) the simple yet audacious 
plea, that existing cont rac t s" must be respected. T o 
strengthen the sanction of such a recognition, small lease-
holders, building societies, and small investors are paraded 
forth to do duty once more in the interests of landlordism 
I he remarkable statement is also made that the man who 
leases a piece of land is the man who enjoys the full land 
value. Mr. Trevelyan quotes his own experience in support 
of this. As he says nothing about the terms of the lease 
however, I can only conclude that he has leased the land 
to which he refers for nothing. 

We are also asked to regard the income tax and death 
duties as efficient instruments for dealing with the accumu-
lations of those who, have exploited land beyond its 
economic va lue ; and the people of moderate means, who 
are presumably pocketing the present economic value of 
the land, we are not to tax them on this value, because they 

justly (italics are mine) regard "exist ing contrac ts" as 
final. 

This logic, I venture to predict, will not be accepted by 
the majority of the Scottish Land Reformers, who regard 
all existing land contracts as one-sided and immoral 
Neither do I think they will agree with Mr. Trevelyan when 
he s ays—"There is, however, a genera! agieement being 

reached by most of those who have paid close attention to 
this subject, that existing contracts must be respected." 

So far as Liberals in Parliament are concerned, Mr. 
Trevelyan is no doubt right. His pamphlet, though un-
official, probably indicates the official atti tude in the mean-
time. If we are to judge, however, by the mighty volume of 
sentiment in favour of this reform outside of Parliament, 
the country is fully ripe for making quick and short work 
of " existing contracts." 

As a League, we exist to propagate the Taxation of Land 
Values, and your labours and support have largely con 
tributed to place the question where it stands—in the 
forefront of politics to-day. It is of the highest importance 
that this question, when dealt with by a Liberal Administra-
tion, should, at the very commencement, be put on right 
lines, so that every recipient of land values shall be made 
to contribute his due proportion of the tax to the national 
or local exchequer, as the scope of the Bill may determine. 

In England, Mr. Trevelyan and others argue that the 
multiplicity of small leaseholders and small freeholders 
w-ould provoke a strong sentiment against anything in the 
shape of a deduction clause; and in any case they say the 
leases are continually running out, and the whole matter 
can be put right as each lease terminates. In Scotland the 
case is different, as almost all land contracts are in the 
character of a perpetual feu, and the disposition of the 
ground annuals, which are likewise of a perpetual character. 
If we subscribe, therefore, to the recognition of " existing 
contracts " in Scotland, we subscribe to the perpetual impost 
of a levy upon industry equal in amount to that which land-
lordism exacts to-day. It is urged, however, that we should 
not trouble about feu contracts and ground annuals, &c 
as these have nothing to do with land values. Those who 
assume this atti tude argue that the proposed tax will be a 
substitutionary one, and that the occupier or nominal 
owner will pay no more than he did previously, while the 
operation of the tax on land, presently held up for specula-
tive purposes, will open it to labour, thus stimulating 
industry, relieving social pressure, and practically solving 
the labour and housing problem, &c. I can imagine thS 
bneficent result of such a tax in the event of land values 
uniformily rising, but in cases where the land values fall, I 
can also imagine considerable hardship imposed upon those 
who in perpetuity are compelled under " existing contracts " 
to pay a price in excess of the economic value, while, in 
addition, they must pay the tax from which their later rivals 
are exempted. We have no special briefs for feuars, but as 
feuars are men, we, like Henry George, " stand for men." 

Whether land values rise or fall, however, it is our duty 
as guardians of this question, to see that in the process of 
destroying land monopoly, no undue hardship or unequal 
exaction is made upon industry. 

I t is no argument to say—place a tax upon Land Values 
which the occupier or nominal owner must pay, and contracts 
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will b reak u p automat ical ly ; they may and they may not. I 
u n d e r s t a n d tha t the peculiar funct ion of our League is to keep 
this ques t ion on straight lines before the public. We have 
in t he past ceaselessly procla imed from our pla t forms and in 
our l i terature, t he iniquity of permit t ing the Devonshires, 
Bedfords , Blythswoods, Buccleuchs, Argylls, a n d their 
various satellites to appropr ia te the fruits of our publ ic 
improvements , while contr ibut ing noth ing to the rates which 
gave t h e m occasion. 

Are we going to remain quiet now ? In these mat te rs it 
seems to m e tha t the straight way is the best. T o com-
m e n c e well is to get more than half through the work. 
Exist ing cont rac ts in h a n d mus t be b roken some time, 
and the sooner the better . T o m a k e our position clear 
and unmis takeable , we should give the politicians to under - . 
s tand tha t while we may accept a Bill for the Taxat ion of 
Land Values minus a deduc t ion clause (which would make 
every recipient of land value pay according to the value 
received) we do so u n d e r protest. We should not in any 
wise allow the politicians to conclude that we are assent ing 
part ies to the respect ing of existing cont rac t s ; and all can-
didates at the coming election should be closely ques t ioned 
on the point . 

Some good men a m o n g us th ink otherwise, and it is for 
the purpose of eliciting your opinion that I have laid t he 
mat ter be fore you. I would have convened a meet ing of 
the L e a g u e for the specal purpose of discussing the quest ion 
as we have discussed it in the Executive, but the early 
approach of the Genera l Elect ion makes this impossible ; 
and after consul ta t ion with several of my colleagues, it was 
agreed tha t I should address you through t he med ium of 
our journal . 

I shall be glad to have your opinion on the 
subject, and this each member can send as early 
as possible on a P.C. addressed to the League, 
13 Dundas Street, G l a s g o w . — Y o u r s in the cause, 

W M . D . H A M I L T O N . 

T h e " Deduc t ion clause," we may explain for t he benefi t 
of outs iders , m e a n s — 

" T h a t the proprietor (or feuar) of land assessed, 
whose land is subject to an annual or periodical pay-
men t , shall be enti t led to d e d u c t f rom such annual 
or periodical paymen t m a d e by h im the propor t ion of 
the tax equal to what would be levied upon said annual 
or periodical payment if it were re tu rned as a separate, 
value." 

T h i s const i tu tes the seventh clause of t he Glasgow Bill, 
p romoted by the municipali t ies. T h e Execut ive and mem-
bers of t he League have discussed t he ques t ion at in-
tervals dur ing the past seven years, and each discussion 
has only shewn how opinion is divided, and the need for 
fur ther en l igh tenment on the various points raised. 

T h e discussion a m o n g the m e m b e r s of the League and 
outs ide has m a d e it clear at the momen t that some are of 
op in ion— 

(1) T h a t the deduc t ion clause should form par t of any 
Bill, but that if a Bill should be p romoted for the Taxat ion 
of L a n d Values without the deduc t ion proposals they will 
accept it. 

(2) Othe r s th ink tha t t he feu contracts should b e broken, 
but that that is ano ther quest ion outs ide the scope of the 
immedia te political a im of the L e a g u e — t h e Taxa t ion of 
Land Values , and the consequen t breaking down of L a n d 
Monopoly . 

(3) W h i l e others again, like Mr. Hami l ton , feel strongly 
tha t the League should insist on the deduc t ion clause being 
a part of any Bil l ; that if we have to accept a Bill without 
such a c lause we should do so under protest, otherwise we 
shall b e held as be ing in favour of exempt ing existing con-
tracts f rom any land re form legislation. 

T h e s e c o m m e n t s are merely to pu t t he facts of the case 
before our interested readers. T h e quest ion is in course of 
debate . I t has been discussed in our co lumns before, a n d 
we gladly open t hem again for the purpose .—ED. L. V. 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D N O T E S . 
[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

A special appeal for funds in view of the Genera l Elect ion 
is being sent to the m e m b e r s of the League with this num-
ber of Land Values. T h e need is great, for the oppor tuni ty 
is great. T h e Treasure r awaits with conf idence a p rompt 
and generous response. English readers of Land Values, 
who are not already member s of the League, are earnestly 
asked to he lp in any way they can . 

* * * 

T h e Elect ions give our member s a n d fr iends a special 
oppor tun i ty for distr ibuting l i terature. Above all, every 
effort should be m a d e to circulate copies of H e n r y George 's 
great book on the Fiscal Q u e s t i o n — " Protect ion or F ree 
T r a d e . " N o other book puts the case against Protect ion 
a n d for Taxa t ion of L a n d Values so clearly and conclusively. 
T h o u s a n d s of copies are available for distr ibution. Single 
copies of the League ' s special re-issue of the author ised 
edi t ion (6d) can be sent post free for 8d. O n e dozen (13) 
copies will be sent to any address in Great Britain, carriage 
paid, for 5/. Very special low te rms (actual cost price) are 
q u o t e d tor quant i t ies of t o o and upwards. M e m b e r s 
should at once bring this book under the notice of their 
candidates . 

* * •* 

Every cand ida te should be ques t ioned, publicly or by 
letter, as to his views on the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values, a n d 
the answer repor ted to the office of the League . A leaflet, 
conta in ing " Ques t ions for .Cand ida tes , " may be obta ined 
from the office at 6d. per 100. 

* » * 

T h e L o n d o n office has in stock a few h u n d r e d each of 
two of Mr. J . W. Bengough ' s well-known car toons on the 
" L a n d Ques t ion ." T h e s e pictures are well p r in ted on good 
paper (35 inches by 22V), and were originally publ ished at 
6d. each . T h e y are specially suitable for display at election 
t ime. M e m b e r s may he lp by taking one or more copies of 
each, a n d asking some local association or c lub or f r iend to 
display them. Copies for this purpose will be supplied at 
3d. each, post free. Candida tes or associations may have 
them in quant i t ies at 10/ per 100, carriage paid. T h e 
supply is l imited. 

* * * 

A new leaflet on " T h e L a n d Quest ion a n d the U n e m -
ployed " has just been issued by the L o n d o n Execut ive . 
S ixpence per 100. 

T h e following meet ings , in addi t ion to those already re-
ferred to in this co lumn, have been held dur ing the past 
two m o n t h s :— 
f j o v c —St. Mark's, Leicester : Rev. S. D. Headlam, " God and the 

Land." 
„ 7 Bankfoot Church Institute : Jos. Smithson. 
„ 9.—York : Fred. Skirrow. 
„ 10.—Earby : Fred. Skirrow. 
„ j! , Chester, Welsh National Society :—Arthur Roberts, " T h e 

Genesis and Exodus of Poverty." 
15.—Barnoldswick : F. Skirrow. 

„ 23. Soulh London Christian Institution : G. E. Young, " L o n 
don Poverty : Its Cause and Cure." 

„ 23.—York : F. Skirrow. 
„ 27.—Dewsbury : F. Skirrow' 
„ 27.—Morley College, S. London : H. LI. Davies. 
„ 28.— Paddington Radical Club: F. Verinder, " Land Question 

for Londoners " (with lantern slides). 
„ 28.—Todmorden Liberal Club : F. Skirrow. 

Dec. I.—'Thornton Liberal Club: F. Skirrow, 
„ 1. —Hebden Bridge Liberal Club : C. H. Smithson. 
„ 4.—Bostall Estate Protection Association : F. Verinder, " T h e 

Land Question and the Labour Problem." 
„ 5.—Bingiey Liberal Club: F. Skirrow and G. B. Waddell. 
M 5. Keighley : Councillor Wm. Thomson. 
„ g' —Biggleswade Town Hall : W. R. Lester. 
„ g Thornsbridge: W. R. Lester and C. H. Smithson. 
„ 10.—Bradford Ethical Society : W. R. Lester. 
„ 11. -Gladstone Liberal Club : W. R. Lester. 

Dec. 12.— Peckham Liberal Club : F. Verinder, lantern lecture. 
„ 12. -Brighouse : W. R. Lester and C. H. Smithson. 
„ ii.—Keighley Liberal Association : W. R. Lester. 
,, 14.—Walthamstow Liberal and Radical Club: F. Verinder, 

" T h e Land Question and the Unemployed." 
„ 14.—Chickenley : W. R. Lester and F. Skirrow. 
„ I S-—Soothill, Dewsbury : W. R. Lester and C. H. Smithson. 
„ 16.—Bradford, Bank Street Liberal Club : W. R. Lester. 
„ 18.— Ravensthorpe Liberal Club: W. R. Lester. 

• » * 
A meet ing of m e m b e r s and f r iends was also held at Brad-

ford on the 16th December , to m e e t Mr . Lester just before 
t he public lecture. T h e lecturers generally report good 
a t t endances a n d much en thus iasm. T h e Genera l Secretary 's 
audiences in and a round L o n d o n have been larger a n d more 
at tent ive than for some years past, and the discussions have 
been pro longed to a very late hour . 

• * * 

T h e Rev. G. A. Ferguson , a m e m b e r of the Execut ive of 
the Tynes ide Branch, addressed the m e m b e r s of the South 
Shields Uni ty Church Literary Society on " H e n r y George : 
H i s Life a n d Work ," on N o v e m b e r 30th. T h e r e was a good 
a t t endance of members , a n d the lecture was well received 
and discussed. Mr. A. R o b i n s o n pres ided. 

» * * 

A deba te on the " Taxa t ion of L a n d Values " was held in 
connec t ion with the W h i c k h a m Literary Society on Decem-
ber ist . Mr. E . R . H a r d i e , of t he Tynes ide Execut ive, 
opened , and in the discussion which followed many difficult 
points were cleared up. Mr. H a r d i e was suppor ted by Mr. 
R icha rd Brown. 

» * * 
T h e m e m b e r s of the Eas t E n d Work ing Men ' s Progressive 

Club, Nor th Shields, again showed their great desire to be 
thoroughly acqua in ted with all s ides of the L a n d Ques t ion 
by l istening with sympathet ic interest to Mr. J a m e s Vei tch 
on " L a b o u r a n d Monopoly " on D e c e m b e r 6th. Capta in 
Sanderson presided, a n d Messrs. G. E. Wilson, R . Storer, 
R icha rd Brown, a n d others took part in the discussion. 
T h e m e m b e r s of the c lub are doing splendid service for t he 
cause in the workshops and factories in the district. Mr. 
H e r b e r t C ; a i g — t h e Liberal cand ida t e for the T y n e m o u t h 
Division and a real land re former—is being actively assisted 
by the club. 

* * * 

Large quant i t ies of the manifes to entit led " N o t Less 
Free Trade , but more , " which the Branch issued at the com-
m e n c e m e n t of the campaign for Protect ion, are in d e m a n d 
for t he for thcoming Genera l Elect ion, and Liberal candi-
dates who are in favour of the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values 
should write to Mr. R i c h a r d Brown, hon . secretary of the 
Tynes ide Branch, 22 Lish Avenue , Whitley Bay, R.S.O. , 
Nor thumber l and , for spec imen copies of this manifes to and 
of the post-card m e n t i o n e d below. T h e leaflets can be 
adap ted to suit local c i rcumstances . 

* # * 

T h e " Fiscal T r u m p Card , " which has already appeared 
in Land Values, has been pr in ted on post-cards, and supplies 
may b e ob ta ined f rom Mr. R i c h a r d Brown, price, 10 copies 
for 2d. ; 100 for one shilling, post free. 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L.V. 

T h e following Socialist gem is taken from the " Life a n d 
L a b o u r " co lumn of the Daily Neivs— 

" T h e re jec ted of the capitalist. While our commerc ia l 
system remains what it is, it is impossible to prevent unem-
ployment . T h e unemployed , as I have so of ten poin ted 
out, are merely the loose ends which remain after the con-
clusion ot individual bargains as to service between master 
and m a n . " Why canno t the loose ends, " the re jec ted of 
the cap i t a l i s t " employ t hemse lves? W h e n A d a m delved 
and E v e spun where was then the capitalist ? Yet no 
one ever heard of A d a m and E v e taking par t in u n e m 
ployed processions. 
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"The Story of my Dictatorship," a Fade Mecum on 
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OUR OBJECT. 

This journa l exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s is n o t a t a x o n l a n d , 
b u t o n t h e v a l u e of l a n d . T h u s it w o u l d n o t fa l l o n 
al l l a n d , b u t o n l y o n v a l u a b l e l a n d , a n d o n t h a t n o t 
in p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e u s e m a d e of it, b u t in p r o p o r t i o n 
t o i t s v a l u e . I t w o u l d t h u s b e a t a x , n o t o n t h e u s e 
o r i m p r o v e m e n t of l a n d , b u t o n t h e o w n e r s h i p of l a n d , 
t a k i n g w h a t w o u l d o t h e r w i s e g o t o t h e o w n e r a s 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

I n a s s e s s m e n t s u n d e r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s 
al l v a l u e c r e a t e d b y i n d i v i d u a l u s e o r i m p r o v e m e n t 
w o u l d b e e x c l u d e d , a n d t h e o n l y v a l u e t a k e n i n t o c o n -
s i d e r a t i o n w o u l d b e t h e v a l u e a t t a c h i n g t o t h e b a r e 
l a n d b y r e a s o n of n e i g h b o u r h o o d , p u b l i c i m p r o v e -
m e n t s , &c. T h u s t h e f a r m e r w o u l d h a v e n o m o r e 
t a x e s t o p a y t h a n t h e s p e c u l a t o r w h o h e l d a s i m i l a r 
p i e c e of l a n d id le , a n d t h e m a n w h o o n a c i t y lo t 
e r e c t e d a v a l u a b l e b u i l d i n g w o u l d b e t a x e d n o m o r e 
t h a n t h e m a n w h o h e l d a s i m i l a r b l o c k v a c a n t . 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , in s h o r t , w o u l d ca l l 
u p o n m e n t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e p u b l i c r e v e n u e s , n o t in 
p r o p o r t i o n t o w h a t t h e y p r o d u c e o r a c c u m u l a t e , b u t 
in p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e v a l u e of t h e n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
t h e y h o l d . I t w o u l d c o m p e l t h e m t o p a y j u s t a s 
m u c h f o r h o l d i n g l a n d i d l e a s fo r p u t t i n g it t o t h e 
f u l l e s t use . 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) T a k e the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where l and has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements , a n d put it on towns and cities, where 
ba re land rises to a value of tens of t housands of p o u n d s 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a h o r d e 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government , and greatly 
r e d u c e its cost. 

(3) I t would d o away with fines and penalt ies now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
bu i lds a machine , or in any way adds to the general 
s tock of wealth and employs labour . I t would leave 
everyone f ree to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duc t ion or exchange without fine or restriction, a n d 
would leave to each the full p roduc ts of his toil, 
whether of h a n d s or brain. 

I t w o u l d , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , b y t a k i n g f o r p u b l i c 
u s e s t h a t v a l u e w h i c h a t t a c h e s t o l a n d b y r e a s o n of 
t h e g r o w t h a n d i m p r o v e m e n t of t h e c o m m u n i t y , m a k e 
t h e h o l d i n g of l a n d u n p r o f i t a b l e t o t h e m e r e o w n e r , 
a n d p r o f i t a b l e o n l y t o t h e u se r . I t w o u l d t h u s m a k e 
i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r s p e c u l a t o r s a n d m o n o p o l i s t s t o h o l d 
n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s — s u c h a s v a l u a b l e l a n d — u n u s e d 
o r o n l y h a l f u s e d , a n d w o u l d t h r o w o p e n t o l a b o u r 
t h e i l l i m i t a b l e field of e m p l o y m e n t w h i c h t h e e a r t h 
o f f e r s t o m a n . 

W e regret very much that , owing to the pressure of work 
at the Genera l Elect ion, Land Values is so late this mon th . 
T h e office, as our readers know, is no t too well equ ipped in 
service, even for the ordinary work of t he paper a n d the 
League, and when a Genera l Elec t ion strikes us—well , it 
means addi t ional writing, printing, correct ing proofs, corre-
spondence , d ispatching l i terature, besides speaking every 
night, somet imes 50 and 100 miles distant . T h e issue for 
March will appear t he begin ning of t he mon th as usual. 

* • • 

T H E L I B E R A L P O L I C Y ON T H E L A N D Q U E S T I O N , as s ta ted 
by the P t i m e Minister in his great speech at the Alber t 
Hall , London , 21st December , 1905. 

(From a Leaflet published by the Scottish Liberal Association.) 

" W e desire to develop our own undeveloped 
estate in this country — t o colonise our own 
country—to give the f a rmer g rea te r freedom 
and g rea t e r s ecu r i t y ; to secure a home and 
career for the labourers ." " W e wish to make 
the land less of a pleasure-ground for the rich, 
and more of a t reasure-house for the na t ion ." 
" T h e r e are f resh sources to be taxed. We may 
derive something f rom the land. . . . We can 
s t reng then the hands of the municipalities by 
re forming the land system and the r a t i n g system, 
in which I include the imposition of a ra te on 
ground values." 
0 * * # 

A m e m b e r of the Engl ish L e a g u e who has jus t been 
reading F red . Burnaby ' s " R i d e to K h i v a " (Cassells, 1876), 
sends an interest ing a n d inst ruct ive extract, i l lustrating (as 
he says) the universal a n d unvarying p h e n o m e n o n arising 
out of the fine old inst i tut ion which preserves this planet 
for t he sole benef i t of a few of its " superior " inhabi tants . 
I t should be noted that , of t he two towns ment ioned , 
Sizeran was t he t e rminus of t he l ine runn ing south-east 
f rom Moscow, and Samara , where the line was ul t imately 
expected , s o m e miles beyond. T h e passage occurs on 
page 57, chap. vi. : — 

" Es ta tes have b e c o m e m u c h dearer in t he neigh-
bou rhood of Sizeran since t he railway has been o p e n e d 
u p to tha t town. A desyatin of land ( 2 7 acres) now 
costs 20 roubles, whilst in Samara it can be purchased 
for half tha t price. L a n d gives a good re turn for 
capi tal invested u p o n it in Russia . . . . An 
Engl i sh gent leman, a well-known M.P. , foreseeing the 
rise which would take p lace in the value of property 
near Samara , h a d bough t a large and beaut i ful estate 
in that ne ighbourhood . Accord ing to my companion , 
he would doub le t he capital invested, should he in t he 
course of two or three years wish to par t with his 
purchase ." 

^ * # * 

T h e political phi losophy of T a m m a n y is e x p o u n d e d by 
an adep t in a recent book on " pract ical po l i t i c s " by Mr. 
George Washing ton P lunke t t , who is described by the New 
York " Literary D i g e s t " as t he r ight-hand m a n of t he 
leader of T a m m a n y Hal l . Accord ing to this practical 
polit ician with the c a n d i d name , there is such a thing as 
honest jobbery. " T h e r e is an honest graft, a n d I am an 
example of how it workb. My party is in power in the city, 
and it is going to u n d e r t a k e a lot of publ ic improvements . 
I am t ipped off on the place. I go to that place and buy 
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u p all the land I can in the ne ighbourhood . T h e n the 
Board of this or that m a k e s its plan publ ic , a n d the re is a 
rush to get my land, which n o b o d y cared part icularly for 
before . Ain ' t it perfect ly hones t to cha rge a good price, 
a n d m a k e a profit on m y inves tment a n d fores ight? Of 
course it is. Well, tha t is hones t graf t ." A n d , af ter all, 
there is a sort of topsy-turvy validity in t he a rgument . T h e 
T a m m a n y town counci l lor has as m u c h mora l right to the 
" b e t t e r m e n t " d u e to pub l ic i m p r o v e m e n t s as the original 
land-owner ha s—tha t is, no right ar all. But the jus t con-
clusion is tha t t he increase in the value of the l and should 
go to t he c o m m u n i t y which creates it, and no t to any 
private person at a l l . "—Manches ter Guardian, 19 /12/05 . 

* * * 

Mr. T o m L. J o h n s o n , Mayor of Cleve land , Oh io , writes 
to a m e m b e r of t he Engl ish League , u n d e r da te J an . 4th : 

" To-day the L ibera l fight in E n g l a n d , in my judg-
m e n t , is the most encourag ing of any p r o g r a m m e tha t 
is be ing carr ied forward in the world. You people, in 
fighting for L a n d V a l u e Taxa t ion , have the one logical 
F r ee T r a d e a rgument . Un l ike ourselves, you are un-
h a m p e r e d by a Cons t i tu t ion , a n d the voice of the 
people is the final word. I am watching your cam-
paign with in tense interest . O u r work here has so far 
been mere skirmishes, while you people are now about 
to a t tack the main ci tadel . I wish it might b e given 
to m e to c o m e over a n d join you in the fight, but that 
is impossible. Y o u have, however , my hear ty con-
gratula t ions on your g r and oppor tun i ty . " 

* * * 

We hearti ly welcome the first n u m b e r of The Standard, 
the m o n t h l y journa l of t he New South Wales Single Taxers , 
pub l i shed 15th D e c e m b e r , 1905. A n n u a l Subscr ip t ion , 2/. 
47 C o d r i n g t o n Street , R e d f e r n , N e w South Wales . 

H O W " T H E CLAIMS F O R P O S T E R I T Y 
W E R E PEGGED O U T " I N S O U T H AFRICA. 

During the whole course of the late war in South Africa we 
were told in the Press and on the platform, in the kirk and in the 
market place, that at least we were " pegging out claims for 
posterity." 

T h e following appears in the Bulawayo Chronicle of 
Saturday, 28th December , 1905, in t he form of a half-page 
adver t i sement . T h e claims have been pegged out af ter t he 
m a n n e r of the H o m e Supply !— 

" F L O R I D A E S T A T E , 
P A R O W ' S S E L E C T S U B U R B . 

P A R O W STATION. 
T h i s T o w n s h i p is on the Main Line , abou t 9 miles from 

C a p e Town . 
T h e deve lopmen t of Parow is one of t he wonders of the 

Colony. Two-and-a-half years ago Parow was not known. 
T o day it has a popula t ion of over 5000. Parow has a 
Post and Te leg raph Office, Savings Bank, Pol ice Station, 
three Schools ( a t t ended by 215 chi ldren) , four Churches 
( D u t c h R e f o r m e d , Wesleyan, R o m a n Cathol ic , and Engl ish) , 
and a r r angemen t s have been m a d e to erect a Synagogue, 
abou t forty Shops, two Hote l s , and a Club . 

Parow has its own Board of Management, and a 
good Tra in Service, and a New T r a m Service is in immed-
iate con templa t ion . Florida Estate is directly opposi te , 
and only a few minu tes ' walk from Parow Stat ion. 

Appl ica t ions are be ing m a d e to conver t Parow into a 
Municipal i ty , in order to bui ld H a r d R o a d s and supply t he 
town with Street Lights . 

Captain Pritchard has surveyed a 
hard road from Parow Station to the 
Florida Estate, and Tenders for its 
construction will be called immed-
iately. 

Clay a n d Building S tone abounds on the property, and 
Brickfields are close at hand . N o T i n Shant ies a l lowed on 
this Es ta te . Ar r angemen t s are being m a d e to erect Water-
works at Parow, a n d work will c o m m e n c e shortly. 

Florida Estate is divided into lots 
50 by WO feet. 

Terms : £1 per month. 
Set aside, as everyone can, 8d. per day, a n d at the end 

of the m o n t h you will be in a position to pay your mon th ly 
ins ta lment for a lot in the Flor ida Es ta te , and so secure a 
piece of l and which is b o u n d to increase rapidly in value. 

NO INTEREST. NO BILLS. 
NO BONDS. 

T h e r e is certain to be a splendid re turn for money 
invested in F lor ida Esta te . Secure lots now, while they are 
c h e a p ; you will find this a profi table inves tment . 

I n t e n d i n g purchasers are invited to m a k e a personal 
inspect ion of the Esta te , as the vendor is assured tha t for 
fertility, s i tuation, healthiness, and resident ial advantages 
the Es ta te surpasses all o thers tha t are now being offered. 

For Plans, Appl icat ion Forms , &c., apply to 

I. F. W E B N E R , 
SAVINGS BANK BUILDINGS, P.O. BOX 507, 

C A P E T O W N , 
or any of his Agents . ' ' 

C o m m e n t is N e e d l e s s . 

Being- t h e LARGEST IMPORTER OF AMERICAN ORGANS 
IN SCOTLAND, e a n s u p p l y y o u c h e a p e r t h a n a n y o n e 

e lse , g i v i n g y o u B e t t e r V a l u e f o r Less Money. 

Recommended 
BY T H E 

Weekly News, 

People's Journal, 

People's Friend, 

British Weekly, 

Weekly Mail, 

&c., &c., and by 

T h o u s a n d s of 

A c t u a l . . . 

P u r c h a s e r s . . 

The accompany 
ing Design shows 
one of my most 
P o p u l a r . . . 
. . . Models. 
Built of SOLID 
WALNUT, Can-
opy Top, 8 Stops, 
including Coup-
lers and Vox 
Humana Fan. 

L I S T P R I C E : 
14 Gu ineas . 

All our Instru-
ments are Guar-
anteed for TEN 
YEARS. 

THOMSON'S 
Nett Cash Price, 

ONLY 
£ 8 1 0 s . 
Sent Carriage Paid 

to any Address. 

W r i t e OP ca l l f o r H a n d s o m e I l l u s t r a t e d C a t a l o g u e , Fpee, 
. . FROM . . 

w k m s o B c s o z i , 
BEETHOVEN HOUSE, 

3 to 7 Govan Rd., Glasgow, 
A N D A T F A L K I R K A N D C L Y D E B A N K . 
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Scottish Botes anb flews. 

[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 
column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

S C O T T I S H MEMBERS IN T H E NEW 
PARLIAMENT. 

As we go to press the two Universi ty elections and 
Orkney a n d She t land are be ing contested. If the Uni -
versities go Unionis t , and our most nor thern const i tuency 
remains Radica l , t he representat ion of Scot land will be 
m a d e u p of 

5 8 Liberals, 
2 Labourists , 

1 2 Unionis ts . 

W e give the n u m b e r of voters in each const i tuency, and 
the result of the election. 

T h o s e marked with a (*) were member s of the previous 
Par l i ament . All the Liberals and Labouris ts were in favour 
of the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values. T h o s e marked with an 
(a) strongly advoca ted the quest ion as an al ternat ive policy 
to Pro tec t ion in their addresses to the electors, on the 
hustings, a n d by the distr ibut ion of explanatory l i terature 
on the sub jec t . 

Most of the Union is t candidates advoca ted land reform, 
and s o m e of them, in the ne ighbourhood cf Glasgow, the 
taxat ion of vacant land. 

A B E R D E E N — N O R T H (10,531.) 
A*DONCAN V . P I R I E (L.) 4852 

Thomas Kennedy (Lab.) 1935 
J. Maltman Barrie (U.) 931 

Liberal majority 2917 

A B E R D E E N — S O U T H (12,980.) 
a R t . H o n . J . BRYCE (L) 6780 

AY. G. Black (U.) 2332 

Liberal majority 4348 

A B E R D E E N — E A S T (12,509.) 
J . ANNAND (L . ) 6149 

*A. W. Maconochie (U.) 4319 

Liberal majority 1830 

A B E R D E E N S H I R E — W E S T (10,704.) 
J . M . HENDERSON (L.) 5949 

R. M'Neil (U.) 2791 

Liberal majority 3158 

A R G Y L L S H I R E ( 1 1 , 2 1 6 . ) 

a* J . S . AINSWORTH (L.) 4507 
G. A. C. Hutchison (U.) 3012 

Liberal majority 1495 

A Y R B U R G H S (8031.) 
GEORGE YOONGER ( U . ) 3766 

a*Joseph Dobbie (L.) 3505 

Unionist majority 261 

A Y R S H I R E — N O R T H ( 1 5 , 5 0 7 . ) 

• T h e H o n . THOMAS H . COCHRANE ( U . ) . . . 5603 
aA. M. Anderson (L.) 4587 
James Brown (Lab.) 2683 

Unionist majority 1016 
Free Trade majority ... 1677 

A Y R S H I R E — S O U T H ( I 7 , 4 9 7 ) . 

oW. P. BEALE, K.C. (L.) 7853 
J. BellttJ.) 6611 

Liberal majority 1242 

Values. 1 

B A N F F S H I R E (8118.) 
a*A. W . BLACK (L . ) 4101 

J. A. Grant (U.) 1901 

Liberal majority ... ... 2200 

B E R W I C K S H I R E (8862.) 
• H . J . TENNANT (L.) 2975 

R. Fitzroy Bell (U.) 1624 

Liberal majority 1351 

B U T E (8816.) 
a * N . LAMONT (L.) 1637 

Guy Speir (U.) 1517 

Liberal majority 120 

C A I T H N E S S (4081.) 
* R . L. HARMSWOUTH (L . ) 2686 

Sir Keith A. Fraser (U.) 483 

Liberal majority 2203 

C L A C K M A N N A N AND K I N R O S S (7809.) 
a*E. WASON (L.) 4027 

J. A. Clyde (U.) 2648 

Liberal majority 1379 

D U M B A R T O N S H I R E (16,385.) 
a j . D. "WHITE (L.) 7404 

Colonel Brock (U.) 6937 

Liberal majority 467 

D U M F R I E S B U R G H S (5143.) 
a j . W . GULLAND (L.) 2035 

Provost J. J. Glover (U.) 1402 

Liberal majority 633 

D U M F R I E S S H I R E (9304.) 
a P . A . MOLTENO (L.) 4814 

J . H. Balfour-Browne, K.C. (U.) ... 3431 

Liberal majority 1383 

D U N D E E (19,402.) 
Two Members. 

<I*EDMUND ROBERTSON (L.) 9276 
ALEXANDER W I L K I E (Lab . ) 6833 

Henry Robson (L.) 6122 
Lieut. E. Shackleton (U.) 3865 
A. Duncan Smith (U.) 8183 

Liberal and Labour Majorities over Unionists— 
Liberal 5411 
Labour 3650 

Free Trade Majority 15183 

E D I N B U R G H — C E N T R A L (6026.) 
aC. E. PRICE (L.) 3935 

Captain Douglas Walker (U.) 1850 

Liberal majority 2079 

E D I N B U R G H — E A S T (11,592.) 
«*GKORGE MCCRAE (L . ) 6606 

Dr. Rankine Dawson (U.) 2434 

Liberal majority 4172 

E D I N B U R G H — S O U T H (16,832.) 
aABTHL'R DHWAR (L . ) 8945 

Will C. Smith (U.) 5085 

Liberal majority 3860 

E D I N B U R G H — W E S T (8930.) 
*SIR LEWIS M' IVEH ( U . ) 3919 

Leonard Courtney (L.) 3643 

Unionist Majority, 306 

E L G I N B U R G H S (4842.) 
* J . E . SUTHERLAND (L . ) 2742 

E. N. B. Mackenzie (U.) 786 

Liberal majority 1956 
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F A L K I R K B U R G H S (12.309.) 

a J . A . MURRAY MAODONALD (L . ) . . . 
Provost H. F. Keith (U.) 
D. Gilmour (Lab.) 

Liberal majority 
Free Trade majority 

F I F E — E A S T (9998.) 
*RIGHT H O N . H . H . ASIJUITH (L . ) . . . 

Major J. Gilmour (U.) 

Liberal majority 

F I F E S H I R E — W E S T (15,273.) 
A * J . D . HOPE (L . ) 

N. B. Constable (U.) 

Liberal majority 

F O R F A R S H I R E (12,644.) 
* R i g h t H o n . J . SINCLAIR (L . ) C796 

J. Mackay Bernard (U.) 3277 

Liberal majority 3519 

G L A S G O W — C O L L E G E (15,741.) 
aH. A. WATT (L.) 7359 

*Sir J . Stirling Maxwell (U.) 5676 

5158 
3176 
1703 

1982 
3745 

4723 
3279 

1444 

6692 
1776 

491C 

Liberal majority 1683 

G L A S G O W — S T . R O L L O X (19,309.) 
a T . M 'KINNON W O O D (L . ) . 9453 

•John Wilson (U.) 6048 

Liberal majority 3405 

G L A S G O W — ' T R A D E S T O N (10,449.) 
* A . CAMERON COHBETT ( U . F . T . ) 4414 

aD. M. Mason (L.) 4063 
A. Rosenthal (T.R.) 245 

Unionist majority ... 
Free Trade majority 

351 
8232 

G L A S G O W — B L A C I C F R 1 A R S (9761.) 
oG. N. BARNES (Lab.) 3284 

*A. Bonar Law (U.T.R.) 2974 
a A. D. I'rovand (L.) 2058 

Labour majority, 
Free Trade majority 

310 
2368 

G L A S G O W — B R I D G E T O N (11,481.) 
a J . W . CLELAND (L.) 5585 

*C. Scott Dickson (U.) 4019 

Liberal majority 1566 

G L A S G O W — C A M L A C H I E (10,174.) 
*A. CROSS (U.F .T . ) 3119 

«W. M. R. Fringle (L.) 2871 
a J. Burgess (Lab.) 2568 

Unionist majority 248 
Total poll for Free Trade, 8558. 

G L A S G O W — C E N T R A L (15,616.) 
aA. M . TORRANCE ( L . ) 

*J. G. A. Baird (U.) 

Liberal majority 

G R E E N O C K (7821.) 
OHALLEY STEWART ( L . ) 

*J. Reid (U.) 

Liberal majority 

H A D D I N G T O N (7224.) 
* R . B . HALDANE (L . ) 

G. Craig Sellar (U.) 

Liberal majority 

H A W I C K B U R G H S (6060.) 
«*THOMAS SHAW ( L . ) 

Sir A. Conan Doyle (U.) 

Liberal majority 

6720 
6288 

432 

3596 
3254 

342 

3469 
2289 

1180 

3125 
2444 

681 
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I N V E R N E S S B U R G H S (4547.) 
a J . ANNAN BRYCE (L . ) 

*Sir R. B. Fiulay (U.) 
2304 
1746 

Liberal majority 558 

I N V E R N E S S - S H I R E (9957.) 
* J . A . DEWAR (L.) 

L. Strain (U. 

Liberal majority 

3918 
1810 

2108 

K I L M A R N O C K B U R G H S (16,024.) 
a D r . ROLLAND RAINY (L.) 8268 

T. W. M'lntyre (U.) 5743 

Liberal majority 2525 

K I N C A R D I N E S H I R E (7067.) 
* J . W . CROMBIE(L.) . . . 

S. J. Gemmell (U.) 

Liberal majority 

3877 
1524 

2353 

K I R K C A L D Y B U R G H S (7781.) 
A* J . H . DALZIEL (L.) 4659 

A. H. B. Constable (U.) 1410 

Liberal majority 3249 

K I R K C U D B R I G H T (5829.) 
osMajor J . M'MICKING (L.) 2715 

*Sir M. M'T. Stewart (U.) 2418 

Liberal majority 297 

L A N A R K — G O V A N (17,538.) 
ROBERT DUNCAN ( U . ) 5224 

aH. S. Murray (L.) 5096 
J. Hill (Lab.) 4212 

Unionist majority .. 
Free Trade majority 

128 
9340 

L A N A R K S H I R E — M I D (15,375.) 
a*JAMES CALDWELL (L.) 7246 

Captain Campbell (U.) 4470 
a A. Scott Gibson (Ind.) 758 

Liberal majority 
Free Trade majority 

2776 
3534 

L A N A R K — N O R T H - E A S T (^9,728.) 
(^ALEXANDER FINDLAY ( L . ) (5435 

Hon. H. F. Elliott (U.) 
J . Robertson (Lab.) 

Liberal majority 
Free Trade majority 

4838 
4658 

1597 
6255 

L A N A R K — N O R T H - W E S T (16,814.) 
W . MITCHELL THOMSON (U. ) 5588 

A*C. M. Douglas (L.) 4913 
a J. Sullivan (Lab.) 3291 

Unionist majority 675 
Free Trade majority ... 3966 

L A N A R K — P A R T I C K (21,411.) 
OROBERT BALFOUR (L . ) 

*J. Parker-Smith (U.T.R.) 

Liberal majority 

L A N A R K — S O U T H (9950.) 
W . MENZIES (L . ) 

J. D. Mitchell (U.) 

Liberal majority 

L E I T H B U R G H S (16,974.) 
* R . C . MUNBO FERGUSON (L . ) 

F. T. Cooper, K.C. (U.) 

Liberal majority 

L I N L I T H G O W (10,301.) 
a * R t . H o n . ALEX. U R E (L . ) 

P. Rose-Innes (U.) 

Liberal majority 

9477 
7960 

1517 

4816 
3541 

1275 

7677 
4865 

2812 

5282 
2760 

2522 
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M I D - L O T H I A N (15,711.) 
LORD DAI.MENY (L . ) 8348 

F. J. Usher (U.) 5131 

Liberal majority 3217 

M O N T R O S E B U R G H S (8373.) 
• J O H N MORLKY ( L . ) 4416 

Colonel Sprot (U.) 1922 

Liberal majority 2494 

E L G I N AND N A I R N (5757.) 
A . WILLIAMSON (L . ) 300FI 

Harry Hope (U.) 154« 

Liberal majority ... ... 1460 

P A I S L E Y (12,179.) 
aJ. M. M'CALLOM (L.) 6664 

J. A. D. M'Kean (U.) 2594 
R. Smellie (Lab.) 2482 

Liberal majority ... ... 4070 
Free Trade majority ... 6552 

P E E B L E S AND S E L K I R K (3830.) 
H o n . A . O. MDRRAY (L.) 1958 

•Sir W. Thorburn (U.) 1549 

Liberal majority 409 

P E R T H S H I R E — E A S T (7825.) 
•T . R. BUCHANAN (L.) 3738 

Marquis of Tullibardine (U.) 2648 

Liberal majority 1090 

P E R T H S H I R E — W E S T (8461. ) 
D. ERSKINE (L.) 3890 

•J. A. Stroyan (U.) 3087 

Liberal majority 803 

P E R T H C I T Y (5398.) 
•ROBERT WALLACE, K . C . ( L . ) 2875 

Samuel Chapman (U.) 1877 

Liberal majority 998 

R E N F R E W S H I R E — E A S T (16,797.) 
aR . LAII.LAW (L.) 6896 

•Sir Hugh Shaw-Stewart (U.) 6801 

Liberal majority 95 

R E N F R E W S H I R E — W E S T (12,079.) 
Si r THOS. GLEN COATS (L.) 5858 

J . C. Cuninghame (U.) 4490 

Liberal majority 1368 

R O S S AND C R O M A R T Y (8101.) 
* J . G . W E I R ( L . ) 3883 

J. Crabb Watt (U.) 1771 

Liberal majority 2112 

R O X B U R G H S H I R E (5884) 
a S i r J . JARDINB ( L . ) 2829 

Sir R. Waldie-Griffith (U.) 2514 

Liberal majority 315 

ST . A N D R E W S B U R G H S (3235.) 
M a j o r ANSTRUTHER GRAY ( U ) 1495 

•Captain E. C. Ellice (L.) 1472 

Unionist majority 23 

S T I R L I N G B U R G H S (7464-) 
aSirlH. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN, (L.) Unopposed. 

S T I R L I N G S H I R E (18,942.) 
D . M . SMEATON ( L . ) 9475 

Marquis of Graham (U.) 5806 

Liberal majority 3669 

S U T H E R L A N D S H I R E (2814.) 
a A . C . MORTON (L . ) 1383 

•F. Leveson-Gower (U.) 933 

Liberal majority 450 

W I C K B U R G H S (2887.) 
•Sir A. BIGNOLD CU.) 1362 

W. Thomson (L.) 1266 

Unionist majority 96 

W I G T O W N S H I R E (5698.) 
V i s c o u n t DALRYMPLE ( U . ) 2866 

aCaptain W. Waring <L.) 2127 

Unionist majority 739 
* * * 

Dur ing the election campaign the following m e m b e r s of the 
Execut ive of the L e a g u e — W m . D. H a m i l t o n , Pres ident , Pe te r 
Burt , G. B. Waddel l , J o h n Cassels, W. Reid , Jas . Fairlie, 
W. Cassels, a n d J o h n Pau l addressed 71 meet ings in Glasgow 
and the West of Scot land, aggregat ing close upon 45,000 
persons. T h e various aud iences addressed ranged f rom 30 
in Dumbar tonsh i r e to 2,000 in Ayrshire . In addi t ion, Mr. 
Burt , as Cha i rman of t he Camlach ie Liberal Associat ion, 
pres ided over and spoke at several large meet ings in 
the cons t i tuency dur ing the contest . 

# * # 

In the Dumfr ies Burghs and in Dumfr iessh i re where two 
Liberals, strong for the taxat ion of land values, were re-
turned , H a r r y Llewelyn Davies a n d N o r m a n M ' L e n n a n , 
Vice-Pres idents of the League, r ende red great service in t he 
two contests . T h e y have been speaking in t he district on 
the land quest ion these past two years at many meet ings 
where " Protec t ion or F r e e T r a d e " and other of our publi-
cat ions were well c i rculated. W h e n the election came, t he 
value of all this fine work was realised, and th roughout the 
campaign there were no two bet ter known or bet ter appreci-
ated speakers on the Liberal side. 

* * * 

Anothe r principal feature of t he Genera l Elec t ion in Scot-
land was t he enormous ou tpu t of explanatory l i terature on 
the L a n d Quest ion. T h e Scott ish Liberal Associat ion mus t 
have issued well over a million two-page leaflets, while t he 
Scottish League for the Taxa t ion of Land Values issued 
half a million of t he four leaflets advert ised in ano ther 
co lumn. H u n d r e d s of thousands of these were sent by post 
to the electors. W e also placed a quarter-page advertise-
men t in the following te rms in th ree Glasgow papers with 
a c o m b i n e d circulat ion of not less than a quar ter million :— 

T H E Q U E S T I O N O F T H E H O U R . 

THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES 
Explanatory Literature on this subject to be had from the 

Scottish League for the Taxation of Land Values, 
13 Dundas Street, Glasgow. 

T H E SOLUTION OF T H E UNEMPLOYED PROBLEM. 
T H E SOLUTION OF T H E HOUSING PROBLEM. 

READ 
" Protection or Free Trade," by Henry George. 

Special Edition, Half Price, 6d. 
" Land Values," the Monthly Journal of the Movement. 

One Penny; by Post (Great Britain), is 6d a year. Specimen Copies 
on application. 

E L E C T O R S ! Study this ques t ion . I t lies at t he founda-
t ion of your Life and Liberty. V O T E for no Cand ida te 
who will not pledge himself to t he T A X A T I O N O F L A N D 
V A L U E S for Town a n d Count ry . 

For information on this subject, call or write for Literature to the 
Offices of the League, 

13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW, 
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T h e L e a g u e was enab led to d o this special a n d most 
o p p o r t u n e work through the k indness of a sterl ing single 
taxer who desires his n a m e not to appear in this connec t ion . 
T h e Execut ive cordially apprec ia ted this t imely assis tance 
a n d m a d e the most of it. 

* + * 

W e have to dep lore the result of the Govan elect ion, 
where our vice-President , I i . S. Murray , was unsuccessful . 
Mr. Mur ray m a d e a sp lend id l and ques t ion fight; it was an 
educa t ion in itself, bu t o ther issues c a m e in to t he contes t 
and our c and ida t e lost by 128 votes. W e h o p e yet to see 
Mr. Murray in Par l iament . H e c a m e out of t he fight smil ing 
a n d well p leased at his exper ience, which he cons ide red well 
worth the effort. 

# * # 

As against this defeat we have to re joice in t h e elect ion 
of Dr. J . D u n d a s Whi te for Dumbar tonsh i r e . Dr . White ' s 
contest all t h rough was a brilliant fight for the Taxa t ion of 
L a n d Values . I t was truly, as in the case of Govan, an 
educa t iona l campaign on the land ques t ion . T h e local 
papers r epor ted co lumns each issue of t h e very best state-
ments of the case by the Libera l cand ida te , a n d e loquent 
p leadings for the one r e m e d y — t h e taxat ion of land values 
and the un-taxing of improvements . 

* * * 

Dr. W h i t e apprec ia ted the he lp the m e m b e r s of the 
League r e n d e r e d in the contest , a n d after his re turn wrote 
the Secretary the following letter :— 

" 2 7 t h January , 1906. 
" D e a r Mr. P a u l , — W i t h re ference to our campaign 

a n d victory in D u m b a r t o n s h i r e , I should like to 
express my hearty t h a n k s both to yourself a n d to the 
o ther m e m b e r s of t he Scott ish League for the Taxa t ion 
of L a n d Values for the valued ass is tance which they 
have so hearti ly given for our c o m m o n cause. I t has 

con t r ibu ted largely to the successful result , a n d I look 
forward to their con t inued sympathy and co-operat ion 
in my fu ture work for t he great ob jec t s which we have 
in v iew.—With k ind regards, yours sincerely, 

" J . D . W H I T E . " 
* * * 

T h e Union i s t s of Glasgow and the West of Scot land were 
badly d a m a g e d in the contest , damaged a lmost beyond repair . 
Several of their great landlord and tariff reform representa-
tives in the H o u s e of C o n m o n s went down in t h e flood 
amid the enthusias t ic rejoicing of an awakened a n d in-
dignan t people . Sir J o h n Stirling Maxwell, Sir H u g h Shaw 
Stewart, A. Bonar Law, and J . Pa rke r Smi th (Mr . 
Chamber la in ' s chief l ieutenants) , C. Scott Dickson (late 
Lord Advocate) , J . G. A. Baird, were half-a-dozen of the 
most powerful forces for monopo ly in t he late Par l iament , 
T h e y went down unde r a perfect hur r icane of land 
value taxat ion sent iment . Mr. R o b e r t Laidlaw, M . P . 
for Eas t Renfrewshire , a landlord s t ronghold he ld by 
Sir H u g h Shaw Stewart, declared in the Glasgow L i b e r a l 
C l u b — t h a t F r e e T r a d e was not the issue in his cons t i tuency ; 
his o p p o n e n t c la imed to b e a Free T rade r . H e ( M r . La id-
law) won the seat on the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values . 

Mrs. W. D. Hami l ton , the wife of the Pres iden t of the 
League , read a paper to t he British W o m e n ' s T e m p e r a n c e 
Association of Bearsden on Monday , 15th January , on 
" W o m e n ' s Respons ib i l i ty ." T h e paper a n d the discussion 
t u rned on the social p rob lem, a n d there was some plain 
speaking abou t the condi t ion of the people who were dr iven 
to dr ink, a n d worse, th rough stress of c i rcumstances over 
which they had no control . T h e r e is too little incl inat ion 
on the par t of the B .W.T .A. to look at all the facts in 
connec t ion with their p ropaganda , a n d we congra tu la te Mrs. 
H a m i l t o n on her much-needed effort. 

ACME ENGINE C& a a.™*., GLASGOW. 
Cheapest Power on earth. 
2 0 to 2 5 b .h .p . for One Penny per hour . 

L i v e A g e n t s W a n t e d 
where not represented. 

A C M E 

Engines 
and 

Suct ion 
Gas 

Producers 

OIL 
Engines . 
All Engines 
overl6b.h p. 
are fitted 

with a tbird 
bearing as 
illustrated 

Represents approximately 4 4 and 6 0 b . h . p . G a s E n g i n e a n d P r o d u c e r . 
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" T H E L A B O U R P A R T Y A N D T H E T A X A -
T I O N O F L A N D VALUES. 

M R . K E I R H A R D I E , M . P . , A N D T H E S I N G L E T A X E R S . " 

(Appearing in the " Glasgow Evening Times" during the 
Govan Election.) 

To the Editor. 

POSITION OF MR. K E I R H A R D I E IN A N D OUT OF 

P A R L I A M E N T . 

Glasgow, January 22. 
S IR,—At a meet ing held at Shieldhall , Govan, on Mon-

day a f te rnoon , 22nd inst., Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e declared :— 
" That the Single Taxers in their journal, Land Values, had 

accused him of not voting for the Bill for the Taxation of Land 
Values of 1903 ; and that when he pointed out that he was away 
speaking at an important meeting they (the Single Taxers) replied 
that it was the Bill of 1904 they meant. At that time, 1904, he 
(Mr. Hardie) was fighting a serious illness. This was the treat-
ment he had received from the Single Taxers ; they misrepresented 
him, and told lies about him." 

T h e above s ta tement regarding the Single Taxers is alto-
gether wrong. T h e facts a r e : — T h a t in May, 1903, Land 
Values repor t ing the deba te and vote in the H o u s e of C o m -
m o n s s ta ted that Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e and Mr . D. J. Shackle ton 
d id no t vote, and in the following n u m b e r (June) we 
po in t ed out that Mr. H a r d i e and Mr . Shack le ton had 
paired o n the vote by reason of impor tan t engagements . 
Wi th regard to the bill of March , 1904, the paper s ta ted 
explicitly that Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e was absent f rom the division 
because of illness. I n the division of the two bills the fol-
lowing session, April, 1905, and May, 1905, Land Values 
r epor ted Mr. Kei r H a r d i e a m o n g the " Ayes." This is a 
t rue s t a t emen t of the case, and Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e in all fair-
ness ough t to apologise for his un t ru th fu l charge. 

I n t he early days of the I . L . P . it is a fact tha t this party 
d id oppose the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values. W h e n Counci l lor 
J o h n Fe rguson brought his first resolut ion on the quest ion 
before t he T o w n Counc i l of Glasgow, January , 1894, it was 
s t rongly suppor ted by the W a r d Commit tee , t he T rades ' 
Counc i l , t he Liberal Associations, the Ir ish Nat iona l League 
Branches , t he H e n r y George Ins t i tu te , t he Scott ish L a n d 
Res to ra t ion U n i o n , a n d other reform bodies in Glasgow. 
B u t t he Scot t i sh L a b o u r Par ty at their a n n u a l conference 
he ld in t he U p p e r City Hal l , Glasgow, in January , 1894, 
r e fused to suppor t it in any way whatever. T h e y adop ted 
an a m e n d m e n t equivalent to t he previous quest ion. (See 
their own report of tha t conference. ) At the same confer-
ence they re fused to discuss a resolution, s tanding in t he 
n a m e of the H e n r y George Ins t i tu te , c o n d e m n i n g c o m p e n -
sation to landowners , the cha i rman (Mr. Kei r Ha rd i e ) say-
ing tha t they h a d no t ime, t hough they af terwards spent two 
hours in discussing some personal differences. Counci l lor 
Fe rguson , rising to explain, was peremptor i ly told to " s i t 
down , sir 1" Since tha t t ime the L a b o u r candida tes have 
pu t t he quest ion on their p rogrammes as a good vote-
ca tcher 1 T h e Liberal Par ty have meanwhi le largely he lped 
to educa t e the people on the quest ion on their platforms, 
a n d by the circulat ion of explanatory l i terature, and no one 
has d o n e more than Mr. H a r r y S. Murray to bring the 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values in to the front rank of publ ic 
ques t ions . 

So late as 1904 Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e wrote a pamph le t (pub-
l i shed by the I .L .P . , 10 R e d Lion Cour t , F leet Street , 
L o n d o n , E .C . ) on " T h e U n e m p l o y e d Problem, with S o m e 
Suggest ions for Solving it." N o n e of the suggestions in-
c luded the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values. O n the contrary, 
what is advoca ted is a Ministry of Labour , a n d a series of 
Elect ive Adminis t ra t ive Counci ls with power, not to tax 
land values, bu t " t o acquire by purchase, or lease, waste 
l ands for purposes of rec lamat ion , &c." 

T h e unemployed in town a n d count ry want access to t h e 
idle acres in their own ne ighbourhood , which their p resence 

has m a d e valuable, and Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e offers t hem the 
inc lement shores of T h e Wash. 

" The money," he says, " for purchasing the land would, in the 
first instance, require to be borrowed in the usual way. The cost 
of reclaiming the land and of settling the people upon it might be 
charged say, one-third on the rates and two-thirds upon the 
National Exchequer." 

T h i s is the way he supports t he Taxa t ion of L a n d Values. 
H e votes for the quest ion like o ther elected Socialists when 
it is brought forward by Liberals, a n d straightway devotes 
his energies to taking the public m i n d away f rom it as far as 
possible in search of relief on the barren Tory rock of in-
creased expendi tu re for the ra tepayers and increased rents 
for the landlords . 

Will Mr. Kei r H a r d i e repent now, and say, even at this 
the eleventh hour, tha t he believes the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values will break down land monopoly , and solve the un-
employed problem ? T h i s is what we Single Taxer s affirm. 
I t is Mr . Murray 's posit ion now, as it has been for the past 
20 yea r s .—I am, &c., 

J O H N P A U L , 
Edi to r of Land Values. 

A T T I T U D E O F MR. K E I R H A R D I E , M.P . 

Glasgow, January 23, 1906. 
SIR,—I thank my f r iend Mr . J o h n Paul for his cour teous 

note in this evening's issue ot the Evening Times. H e 
makes a mistake, however, qui te unintent ional ly I am sure, 
in saying that I referred to the paper Land Values. T h e 
s t a t ement to which I took except ion has been, at least so I 
have been informed, m a d e over and over again in the 
Single Taxer—I cannot vouch for the accuracy of the title, 
as I do not r e m e m b e r to have ever seen the p a p e r — a n d has 
been repea ted ad nauseam f rom single-tax platforms, especi-
ally in Yorkshire . I am sending a copy of Mr. Paul ' s let ter 
to Keighley and Bradford , with which to c o n f o u n d the 
s ta tements of the single taxers of these ne ighbourhoods . 

My a t t i tude towards the taxat ion of land values is qui te 
clear. I suppor t the proposal for two main r e a s o n s : — 

ist.—The value of urban land is a community value, and as such 
should be claimed by the community. 

2nd.—The more heavily land values are taxed the lower will fall 
the capitalised value of the land, and its purchase by the community 
will therefore be all the easier. 

I frankly confess tha t I have never regarded the taxat ion 
of land values as a m e a n s of solving the unemployed prob-
lem, or o ther than as a means to an end, and not an e n d in 
itself. A n d as a Socialist I differ f rom the single taxers in 
that I regard all u n e a r n e d income, whether f rom land or 
capital, as be ing alike an impost on the industry of t he 
nat ion, and therefore a fit subjec t for special taxat ion. 

I r e m e m b e r the a t t empt m a d e to cap ture t he Scottish 
L a b o u r par ty for t he single tax movemen t . H a d it suc-
ceeded the Labour party would now have been what t he 
single tax movemen t is, one of t he most reactionary forces 
in t he politics of our t ime. Mr . Paul ' s faith in t he Liberal 
party is qui te touching . If events justify it n o n e will be 
bet ter p leased than yours, &c., J . K E I R H A R D I E . 

MR. K E I R H A R D I E , M.P . , AND T H E SINGLE-TAXERS. 

13 D u n d a s Street , Glasgow, January 24. 
SIR,—Mr. Kei r H a r d i e is a l together mistaken. Land 

Values is t he journa l of the Single Taxers , and unti l two 
years ago was n a m e d The Single Tax. It is, as it has been 
since its incept ion s o m e thir teen yeais ago, the official and 
only journa l the Single-Taxers possess, a n d my correct ion of 
his charge s tands for the paper u n d e r bo th names. Mr . 
Kei r H a r d i e says " h e is sending a copy of Mr. Paul 's letter 
to Keighley and Bradford with which to confound the state-
ments of t he Single-Taxers of these ne ighbourhoods . " T h a t 
may be interesting to those people so concerned, bu t it does 
not lessen in any way Mr . Ha rd i e ' s unfairness in charging 
me with publ ishing lies about h im in the paper I a m respon-
sible for, a n d I expect h im to t ake t he only course open to 
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him as a gen t leman, a n d tha t is to publicly withdraw his 
s ta tement , which, I again repeat , is absolutely un t rue . 

T a c o m e to the ma in quest ion, Mr. H a r d i e says : — " My 
a t t i t ude towards the taxat ion of land values is qu i t e clear. 
I suppor t the proposal for two main reasons :— 

" ist.—The value of urban land (italics mine) is a community 
value, and as such should be claimed by the community. 

" 2nd.—The more heavily land values are taxed, the lower will 
fall the capitalised value of the land, and its purchase by the com-
munity will therefore be all the easier." 

Jus t so. T h i s " a t t i t ude " of Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e is exactly 
t he a t t i tude of t he Whigs in t he Libera l party. All t he 
length Mr. H a r d i e is on the ques t ion is t h e measu re of the 
posi t ion of t he m o d e r a t e section of the Libera l party, our 
well- intentioned, good-na tu red fr iends, who believe in going 
slow to modi fy the oppos i t ion of t he vested interest in the 
land. 

Mr H a r d i e says " the single tax m o v e m e n t is one of the 
most reac t ionary forces of our t ime." With all d u e respect 
I am afra id tha t Mr. H a r d i e would not know a react ionary 
force if he met it square in the face. T h e single tax move-
men t is t r i umphan t to-day. 500 munic ipa l authori t ies , 
including L o n d o n , Manches te r , Liverpool , and Glasgow, are 
knock ing loudly at the door of Pa r l i amen t for powers to 
carry out the policy of t he single taxers. T h e y ( the mun i 
cipalities) have passed two bills, embody ing that policy, 
th rough t h e second read ing stage in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s , 
and Mr . Ke i r H a r d i e is using what leisure t ime he can find 
in the midst of a busy life writing to t he Glasgow Evening 
Times vehement ly protes t ing that he voted for these same 
two bills. If the single tax m o v e m e n t is react ionary the 
man who suppor ts these bills is a react ionary indeed . 
W h a t t he m a n is who publicly boasts of his " react ionary " 
conduc t in this regard I leave Mr. Hard i e , with his extensive 
vocabulary, to describe. 

I am obl iged to Mr. H a r d i e for his " f rank confess ion that 
he has never regarded the taxat ion of land values as a means 
of solving the u n e m p l o y e d problem, or o ther than as a means 
to an end, a n d not an e n d in itself." If he h a d the barest 
a cqua in t ance with the work and aim of single taxers he 
would know that they also suppor t t he taxat ion of l and values 
as a m e a n s to an end . W h e n the tax is dr iven h o m e the 
full length of the single t a x — 2 0 / in the —i t will also be 
but as a m e a n s to an e n d — t h e e n d of monopo ly and the 
beginning of equal rights to na tura l oppo r tun i t i e s ; the 
beg inn ing of the day of f r eedom a n d social just ice. 

T h e single tax will f ree t he land f tom monopoly , and with 
free land will c o m e the dawn of t he br ighter day Mr. H a r d i e 
and his Socialist f r iends d r eam about , but know not how to 
usher in. 

Mr. H a r d i e cont inues :— 
" A s a Socialist, I differ from the single taxers, in that I regard 

all unearned incomes, whether from land or capital, as being alike 
an impost on the industry of the nation, and therefore a fit subject 
for taxation." 

Cou ld anyth ing be more immora l and confus ing? Fancy 

asking us to tax, to be the recipients as citizens of a revenue 
tha t is u n e a r n e d ! Jus t ice d e m a n d s tha t we abolish un-
ea rned incomes, or to abol ish the power that enables them 
to be appropr ia ted or filched f rom the real earners. I t is 
t he meanes t k ind of expediency tha t would seek to fill the 
public purse with such unholy gains. I t is a fine story, too, 
to tell t he poor sweated workers that af ter they have been 
sweated we are going to tax to ext inct ion these swollen 
incomes m a d e u p of ill-paid wages a n d monopoly privileges. 

T h e te rm " u n e a r n e d increment , " as formula ted by J o h n 
Stuar t Mill, has confused many good p e o p l e ; bu t really at 
this t ime of day Mr. H a r d i e should have clearer views on 
the subject . Any reflecting mind can see that this t e rm is 
a misnomer . T h e r e is really no " u n e a r n e d i n c r e m e n t " in 
land, or in anyth ing else for that mat ter . All i nc remen t is 
ea rned by somebody . L a n d value, we Single Taxer s say, is 
an increment ea rned by the public, a n d should be wholly 
appropr ia ted for the uses of t he public , a n d this with the 
m i n i m u m of delay. Ba re jus t ice d e m a n d s tha t this be 
d o n e ; and we fu r the r assert that if all land were ra t ed now 

•upon its t rue annual , or ma rke t value, the game of t h e land 
specula tor to k e e p desired land idle would be at an e n d ; 
tha t this change in taxation would open u p the land to t r ade 
a n d improvemen t in all direct ions, lead to a brisk d e m a n d 
for labour, a n d so solve the unemployed prob lem. W e 
have ev idence tha t the tax on land values in New Zealand 
has already con t r ibu ted much to t he str iking absence of 
unemployed labour in that flourishing democra t i c colony. 

W e could adop t the immora l tax Mr . H a r d i e a n d the 
Socialists propose, we cou ld tax " u n e a r n e d incomes ," say, 
5s. in the j £ i , a n d the unemployed p rob lem would no t be 
d iminished in any way. T h i s new source of revenue, this 
publ ic share of ill-gotten gains might at first lead to a de-
m a n d for labour in certain new direct ions, but this would 
be followed by a d e m a n d for fresh land, with a c o n s e q u e n t 
rise in the price of land. I n the end, what we h a d taken 
f rom the " b loated capitalist " would b e taken by t h e land-
lords in increased land charges. But if we tax land values 
5s. in t he £ 1 the land everywhere will be o p e n e d u p to 
employmen t with L a b o u r master of the s i tuat ion. 

I n my view the Socialists are t he greatest react ionar ies . 
For long years they have endeavoured to t ake t he working 
classes and the publ ic mind away f rom the se t t l ement of 
ques t ions r ipe for set t lement , a n d tha t would have been 
riper for se t t lement to-day but for the unwise policy of the 
Socialists, who have wasted long years of their precious lives 
in direct ing a t ten t ion to t he se t t lement of quest ions that will 
have to be, if ever, deal t with by the coming genera t ions of 
men . T h e y are too busy push ing the cause of the m e n who 
will be here fifty years hence to sit down to a measu re of 
radical l and reform for our d a y . — I am, &c., 

J O H N P A U L , 
Edi to r of " L a n d Values ." 

For reasons which no doubt Mr. Hardie can explain, he has not yet 
replied to above letter. 
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ELECTION MANIFESTO I s s u e d b y t h e SCOTTISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION 
OF LAND VALUES. 

TO T H E ELECTORS. 

The Government of Mr. Balfour is no more. A Govern-
ment, the friend of monopoly and privilege and the 
despair of the democracy, has given place to a Govern-
ment of hope. Returned to settle up a war that 
was alleged to be finished, and on this issue only, the 
late Government set themselves immediately to the old task 
of fostering privilege and endowing monopoly. Every 
special interest that had not already been assisted in the 
previous Parliament was considered. The public control of 
the Liquor Trade exercised by Magistrates in England was 
set aside and the Brewing interest endowed. Educational 
reform has been largely nullified by the placing of public 
schools under the influence and control of the State Church. 
The war that was entered into with the cry of equal rights 
for all white men, and the opening up of boundless oppor-
tunities for employment for the people of this country, has 
ended in the introduction by a Government Ordinance of 
Chinese Labour under conditions but little removed from 
Chattel Slavery. 

T h e first act of the new Government has been to stop the 
further importation of such Chinese Labour. The demo-
cracy may therefore look with hope to the same spirit being 
developed along the whole line of political action. 

T h e questions before you are questions of vital import-
ance—War, Protection, Conscription and Class Interests 
of all kinds on the one h a n d ; Peace, Free Trade, and 
Social Reform on the other. 

Protection, veiled under the specious names of Tariff 
Reform, Preference, Retaliation, Power to Negotiate, &c., has 
been forced upon the country as an issue to cover up the 
criminal blunders and irreparable wrongs of the late 
Government. But what is really needed is not less 
Free Trade, but more. 

Why should we tax food, clothing, houses, and make 
dearer the things that we are in need of, when we can Tax 
Land Values, values created by the presence and energy of 
the community, and enhanced by public expenditure ? If 
you tax food, clothing, houses, you make food, clothing, 
houses, dearer, and life harder for the mass of the people; 
but if you Tax Land Values you tend to make land cheaper to 
the user, and to open up fresh avenues of employment. 

Through the initiative and action of Glasgow, some 500 
Municipal Rating Bodies of the country are now united in 
demanding the Taxation of Land Values, and Bills affirming 
the principle have passed the Second Reading in a 
Conservative House of Commons. 

T h e Prime Minister of the new Government, Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman, has, in his speeches, clearly placed 
this question before the country as one that a Liberal 
Government will deal with. Mr. Asquith, Earl Carrington, 
Mr. Lloyd George, Sir Edward Grey, Mr. Bryce, Mr. Hal-
dane, Mr. Morley, in fact the Liberal Cabinet as a whole, 
is pledged to make a beginning with this question. 

Directly, and indirectly, the question of unemployment is 
bound up with the question of the Taxation of Land 
Values. T h e land speculator, the man who holds land not 
to build, not to place a factory on it, not to grow food, or 
feed cattle, nor for any productive purpose, is a standing 

" obstacle to employment. The Taxation of Land Values will 
make land speculation unprofitable. It will open up the 
opportunities in the land for employment, and give the 
necessary free scope to any experimental ameliorative action 
on the part of the Government and the municipalities. 

Much has been made of the great increase of municipal 
expenditure in recent years. Remember that a great deal 
of such expenditure has been due to the exorbitant prices 
demanded for land. You cannot hope to reduce municipal 
expenditure in any other way than by the substitution of the 

Signed on behalf of the Executive, 

13 Dundas Street, Glasgow. 
January, IQ06. 

Taxation of Land Values for the present system, a 
system which taxes houses and all other improvements, 
fining a man for every improvement he makes. If 
you neglect your sewage, your sanitary regulations, your 
public parks, and squares, you will not reduce your expendi-
ture, but will simply transfer it to hospitals, infirmaries, and 
such like. T h e necessary municipal services must be 
maintained. Tramway enterprise, public parks, etc., increase 
the values of land. 

Our policy is to take, through the Taxation of Land 
Values, the values due to municipal enterprise. Just as 
the policy of protection begets an atmosphere of monopoly 
and Trusts, so this policy of the Taxation of Land Values 
would beget an atmosphere of equal opportunity. We 
shall be told that it is impossible to separate the value of 
land from the value of improvements ; that the landlord 
will shift the Tax on to the t enan t or user ; and that if we 
tax agricultural land the tax will fall on the farmer. These 
are some of the objections urged against this policy, but 
they have been completely disproved by actual legislation. 

T h e present Town Clerk of Wellington, New Zealand 
(John R. Palmer), in his annual report, 1902-3, to the 
Mayor and Councillors of the city, says:— 

" The result of the first year's trial of this system 
of rating (the Taxation of Land Values) must be con-
sidered a gratifying one, and leaves no room for regret 
at its adoption. That which was claimed by its ex-
ponents has been amply fulfilled: it encourages im-
provement, stimulates the use of land, secures the 
unearned increment to those who have added the 
value. It is only stating a fact to say that much, if 
not all, of the activity in the building operations of the 
city and surroundings during the past year is due to 
the influence of this healthy measure." 

Mr. Palmer has since then submitted his annual report 
for 1903-4 (the latest published), in which he says :— 

" It is worthy of note that there are now more than 
20 Boroughs in New Zealand which have adopted the 
Land Values Taxation System, a fact which at least 
shows that the principle is finding favour among eur 
own people." 

Following on this statement comes the practical testimony 
of the press. T h e New Zealand Daityman for October, 
1905, says:— 

" A tremendous amount of building is going on in 
Wellington just now, the amount of capital involved 
exceeding a third of a million." Particulars are given 
of " 14 different buildings in course of erection, at a 
cost of ,£277,000." 

Following on the lines of New Zealand, the Legislative 
Assembly of New South Wales has just passed (November, 
1905), a Bill providing for the raising of all revenue for local 
purposes by a Tax on Land Values. 

The Hon. Richard J. Seddon, Premier of New Zealand, 
the Hon . J. H . Carruthers, Premier of New South Wales, and 
the Hon . F. W. Holder, Premier of South Australia, are 
unanimous in their approval of the policy of Taxing Land 
Values. 

This is the wider measure of Free Trade necessary to 
solve the problem of unemployment, as it is the true 
Alternative to Protection. Never were greater issues before 
the electors. From you must come the driving power which 
alone can carry this great reform. We therefore appeal to 
all electors who have the progress and prosperity of their 
country at heart not to vote for any candidate who does not 
pledge himself firmly and clearly in favour of the 

TAXATION OF LAND VALUES. 
W M . D. H A M I L T O N , President. 
D A V I D CASSELS, Hon. Treasuter. 
J O H N PAUL, Secretary. 



1 7 4 Land Values. February , 1906. 

L A N D V A L U E S . 
Twelfth Year. Established June, 1894. 

Published, the first of each month at 
Glasgow, 13 Dundas Street, City ; 
London, 376-317 Strand, W. C. ; 
Bradford, City Chambers, 2 Darley Street. 

PRICE ONE PENNY. 
By Post in Great Britain and Ireland, 1/6 per annutn ; 

Australia, New Zealand, South Aftica, 21-per annum ; 
Canada, United States, and South America, jo cents. 
Payable in advance. 

All Communications to be addressed to T H E E D I T O R 
13 Dundas Street, Glasgow. 

CORPORATION TELEPHONE, No. 1146. 

CONTENTS. 
P E B B D A R Y , 1906. 

General News. 
Scottish Notes and News. | English News and Notes. 

The Labour Party and the Taxation of Lond Values. 
Election Manifesto. 

" Colonize our own Land." | The General Election. 
How the Land was Lost. 

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman on the Land Question. 
" The Menace of Privilege." | " The God of this World." 

London Rents go up. 
The Case Plainly Stated. | The Opportunity to Work. 

" O U R POLICY." 
" W e w o u l d s i m p l y t a k e fo r t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs 

t o t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s t o l a n d b y t h e 
g r o w t h of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l eave s ac r ed t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
a l l t h a t b e l o n g s t o t h e ind iv idua l . "—Henry George. 

44 COLONIZE OUR O W N LAND." 

" A great change is coming over t he grass-land shires 
of our count ry , which is of s u p r e m e political a n d 
social impor tance . 

Former ly , our b road sweeping pas tures were in 
s u m m e r devoted to sheep a n d cattle-grazing, a n d in 
winter to t he del ights of the chase. T h e inhabi tan ts of 
t he villages were themselves exclusively conce rned in 
h u n t i n g a n d agricul ture . 

B u t that is now rapidly passing away. Power by 
suct ion gas plants, oil engines, por tab le boilers, elec-
tricity, a n d other m e a n s can now be secured as cheaply 
in coun t ry distr icts as in a big town, a n d the villages 
are being t r ans fo rmed into indust r ia l cent res with 
practically a new race of m e n , whose interests are 
associa ted with t r ade a n d c o m m e r c e in a sup reme 
degree, and whose concern in agr icul tura l affairs is only 
secondary . 

T h e political power of these villages in county 
divisions is now a very impor tan t factor, a n d purely 
agricultural const i tuencies b e c o m e fewer every year. 
T h e result has b e e n a great qu icken ing of political 
life a n d activity, a n d every seat has been fought for 
s t renuous ly ."— Yorkshire Post. 

" L e t us colonize our own land ! Let us m a k e our 
own land less of a p leasure-ground for t he r i c h — m o r e 
of a t reasure-house for the nat ion 1" Sir Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

" A n d they shall bui ld houses a n d inhabi t them ; 
" a n d they shall p lant vineyards a n d eat the fruit of 
" t hem. T h e y shall not build, and ano the r i n h a b i t ; 
" they shall not plant , a n d ano the r ea t . " Isaiah. 

T h e s e a r e p r e g n a n t w o r d s , b u t i t is d o u b t f u l if t h e i r 
t r u e s i g n i f i c a n c e h a s b e e n g r a s p e d a s y e t b y e i t h e r 

political party, and probably least of all by that third 
party which has recently sprung into existence and 
which claims to voice the policy of organised labour. 

Mr. Haldane says that what we lack is " ideas." 
Would that he could furnish them ! 

Yet for those who will look a little below the frothy 
surface of politics there are ideas and to spare. The 
trouble is that our politicians cannot or will not 
assimilate them. 

Centuries before Christ Socrates fought for ideas 
which are still undigested. Even in our own day the 
ideas of giants like Cobden, George, and Tolstoy fall 
on deaf ears I But underneath the froth of personalities 
and parties the currents of economic tendencies are 
working their way slowly and silently, unregarded 
and unresisted. 

An'unknown writer in the Yorkshire Poslhzs caught 
a murmur from the current. Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman has put his ear to the ground and heard 
it too. But what does it mean ? What does it por-
tend ? " Let us colonize our own land !" Slowly but 
surely the idea is dawning upon the minds of the 
people that there are better ways of solving the labour 
problem, the unemployed problem, the social problem, 
than by taxing food, houses, or other necessaries of 
life ; better ways than by State-given doles to this or 
that industry or class, emigration, or private bene-
volence ; better even than by trade union or other 
class legislation. Vaguely people are beginning to 
realise that there are undeveloped opportunities in 
our own country which may be reached, not by erect-
ing tariff barriers against trade around our shores, but 
by knocking down the barriers against industry within 
our own country. Farm colonies are in the air, 
model village schemes are on everyone's lips, but 
stronger and deeper than any of these artificial 
attempts to promote industry is the development 
indicated by the Yorkshire Post, a development based 
on natural economic tendencies which only wants free 
access to natural opportunities in order to become 
strong of itself. 

Colonization is not now-a-days restricted to the 
narrow sense of " husbandry." Agriculture does not 
depend for its existence upon giving doles to land-
lords or upon taxing the food of the people. All that 
industry wants, whether it be agricultural or manufac-
turing, is freedom of access to land at its fair value • 
and security for labour and capital invested. 

Nor yet is agriculture the only form of industry 
which can be carried on in our rural districts as some 
of our " cabbage-patch" school of philanthropists 
would have us believe. 

We can see a time coming (as the Yorkshire Post 
sees it) when the farming industry and the manufac-
turing industry can help one another by mutual co-
operation instead of mutual destruction. Here on the 
one hand are the farmers and agricultural labourers 
producing food and other necessaries of life. Here on 
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the other hand are the manufacturing classes needing 
the produce ol the farmers and able to supply them 
cheaply with their implements, their feeding-stuffs, 
and other necessities of their industry. 

It is the industrial development of our villages, 
aided by cheap power, which will bring these two 
markets together, saving both farmer and manufac-
turer from the crushing burden of railway rates, and 
relieving the dreariness, monotony, and isolation of 
country life. 

This is a more practical policy than Tariff Reform 
or Colonial Preference. This should be the aim and 
object of every true Free Trader. This should be the 
alternative policy of the Liberal party. 

Here is the solution of the Unemployed problem, 
Here is the solution of the Housing problem. 
This is the remedy for Physical Degeneration. 
This is the way to stop the emigration of both 

Labour and Capital. 
But stay! There is one thing the Yorkshire Post 

has missed. There is a lion in the road—the lion of 
" vested interests." Colonize our land ! Develop our 
villages ! Yes, but the Dead Hand of Land Monopoly 
will be laid on the industrial development of our 
villages as surely as it is now laid on the development 
of our towns. 

Already there are signs of it in our rural districts 
Land Values are beginning to rise, and with them 
also arise speculation and selfishness, the dog sitting 
in the manger while Industry starves ! 

And when the struggle for existence has brought 
Labour and Capital to their knees, who are going to 
benefit from the development? The Land Mono-
polists, who have done nothing to produce it! 

Let the working classes of our towns have access to 
the country; the cheap distribution of power will 
make industry of all kinds possible throughout the 
whole network of our railways, canals, and rivers. 
Here they will find good food near at hand, and the 
farmers a ready market. Here they will find cheap 
homes, and give employment to the building trades. 
Here they will find healthy conditions for wives and 
children. 

This is a policy which helps all and injures none. 
Let us help Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman to break 
the back of Land Monopoly with the Taxation of 
Land Values, and to open the door to Nature's 
store-house, the Land of our country, 

H A R R Y L L E W E L Y N DAVIES. 

T H E GENERAL ELECTION. 

The following s ta tement is f rom the Glasgow 
Herald, 30th J a n u a r y -

State of Parties. 
Liberals, -
Labour, -
Unionists, -
Nationalists, 

384 
43 

156 
83 

666 
Members yet to be re tu rned - - 4 
Present Liberal major i ty over all 

other parties, - - - - 102 
Majority of all Part ies over Union-

ists, 354 
THE TOTAL VOTE. 

Liberal, - - - 2,729,752 
Unionist, - - - 2,297,682 
Labour, - - - 405,141 
Socialist, - - - 20,645 
Nationalist (8 contested 

seats), - - - 33,158 
PROBABLE LIBERAL MAJORITY. 

Should the seats still to make re tu rns remain 
t rue to their allegiance, the final figures will be :— 

Total Ministerialists, - - - - 511 
Total Unionists, - - - - 159 

Probable major i ty of all par t ies over 
Unionists, - - - - - 352 

Probable Liberal major i ty over all 
parties, 100 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D N O T E S . 
[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Yalues, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

T h e Engl ish League has good reason to be well p leased 
at the result of the Genera l Elec t ion . I t is not merely tha t 
nearly every Liberal c and ida t e for an Engl ish cons t i tuency 
was p ledged to the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values, tha t s o m e of 
the Conservat ives had voted for t he munic ipa l bills in the 
late Par l i ament , and tha t many of the successful L a b o u r 
cand ida tes may be relied u p o n to vote for our reform. T h e 
direct representa t ion of t h e L e a g u e in t h e H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s has also been largely increased. At the dissolu-
tion 24 m e m b e r s of the League were in t he H o u s e . Of 
these 21 s tood for re-election. T h e y were all successful . 
In addi t ion 24 other m e m b e r s have secured seats, making a 
total of 45 League m e m b e r s in Pa r l i ament . 

# * * 

T h e following are t he successful candida tes . T h o s e who 
were m e m b e r s of the late Par l iament are m a r k e d ( * ) : — 

•Baker, J. Allen (Finsbury, East). 
Barnes, G. N. (Glasgow, Blackfriars). 

•Barran, R. H. (Leeds, N.) 
Billson, Alfred (Staffordshire, N.W.) 
Bramsdon, T. A. (Portsmouth). 

•Brunner, Sir John T. (Cheshire, Northwich). 
Byles, W. P. (Salford, N.) 
Cairns, Thomas (Newcastle-on-Tyne). 
Carr-Gomm, H. W. (Rotherhithe). 
Clarke, C. Goddard (Peckham). 
Dickinson, W. H. (St. Pancras, N.) 

•Duncan, J. H. (Yorkshire, Otley). 
•Fenwick, Charles (Northumberland, Wansbeck). 

Hart-Davies, T. (Hackney, N.) 
•Harwood, Geo. (Bolton). 
'Henderson, A. (Durham, Barnard Castle). 

Henry, C. S. (Shropshire, Wellington). 
•Higham, J. S. (Yorkshire, Sowerby). 

Horniman, E. J. (Chelsea). 
•Hutton, A. E. (Yorkshire, Morley). 

Illingworth, P. (Yorkshire, Shipley). 
Lupton, Prof. A. (Lincolnshire, Sleaford). 
Lynch, H. F. B. (Yorkshire, Ripon). 

« Maclean, Donald (Bath). 
•Macnamara, Dr. T. J. (Camberwell, N.) 

Manfield, H. (Northamptonshire, Mid). 
Morrell, Philip (Oxfordshire, S.) 
Nuttall, H. (Lanes., Stretford). 
Priestley, W. E. B. (Bradford, E.) 

•Rea, Russell (Gloucester). 
•Robson, Sir W. S. (Shields, S.) 
•Runciman, W. (Dewsbury). 
Rutherford, Dr. V. H. (Middlesex, Brentford). 

•Samuel, H. (Yorkshire, Cleveland). 
•Soames, A. W. (Norfolk, S.) 

Spicer, Albert (Hackney, Central). 
•Tomkinson, James (Cheshire, Crewe). 
•Toulmin, George (Bury). 
•Trevelyan, C. P. (Yorkshire, Elland). 
Wedgwood, Josiah (Newcastle-under-Lyne). 

•Whitley, J. H. (Halifax). 
Wiles, Thomas (Islington, S.) 

•Wilson, H. J. (Yorkshire, Holmfirth). 
Wood, T. M'Kinnon (Glasgow, St. Rollox). 

•Woodhouse, Sir J. T. (Huddersfield). 
* * # 

T h e unsuccessful League cand ida t e s were :— 
Buxton, C. Roden (Hertfordshire, E.) 
Claridge, W. (Bradford, W.) 
Hemmerde, E. G. (Shrewsbury). 
Keay, J. Seymour (Warwickshire, Tamworth). 
Laurence, A. W. (Strand). 
Leon, H. S. (Staffordshire, Ilandsworth). 
Mitchell, Isaac (Darlington). 
Money Coutts, H. B. (Hampshire, Fetersfield). 
Murray, H. S. (Govan). 
Naoroji, Hon. D. (Lambeth, N.) 
Outhwaite, R. L. (Birmingham, W.) 
Tebb, Rev. A. B. (Durham, Chester-le-Street). 
Udale, Stanley (Sheffield, Central). 
Vemey, H. C. W. (Basingstoke). 
Williams, E. Crawshay (Lancashire, Chorley). * * * 

Our hear ty congra tu la t ions to t he m e m b e r s who have 
won their hard-fought batt les, a n d no less to those who 

u n d e r t o o k to c h a m p i o n the cause in const i tuencies where, 
even in such a Genera l Elect ion as this, victory was hardly 
to be hoped for. T h e re turn to Wes tmins te r of M r . Alfred 
Billson, a fo rmer Pres ident of the League , who d id so 
m u c h good work there for the cause in the Pa r l i amen t of 
1895-1900, is a special cause for rejoicing. T h e re-election 
of Mr. Whit ley, the p resen t Pres ident , is none the less 
welcome because it was expected. Mr . Treve lyan , a 
m e m b e r of t he Execut ive , h a d ea rned his increased 
major i ty by unt i r ing work for our re form in the last Parl ia-
men t . Mr. Outhwai te , ano the r m e m b e r of the Execut ive , 
had the h o n o u r of being chosen to oppose Mr. Jo seph 
Chamber l a in , while Professor Lup ton , a m e m b e r of the 
L e a g u e since 1883, has ousted Mr. H e n r y Chapl in , the 
arch-Protect ionis t , from o n e of the " s a f e s t " To ry seats in 
t he English count ies . 

* # * 

" T h e m e m b e r s of the Tynes ide Branch (writes t he H o n . 
Secretary of the Branch) have all been active dur ing the 
last mon th . T h e Genera l Elect ion, affording as it d id 
a m p l e oppor tun i ty to lay the facts concern ing the land 
ques t ion before t he people, kept each and every m e m b e r 
busy. T h e results in N o r t h u m b e r l a n d a n d D u r h a m are 
very gratifying. I n N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , particularly, every 
Liberal cand ida t e men t ioned the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values 
e i ther in his Elect ion address or in his speeches . New-
castle, T y n e m o u t h , and T y n e s i d e Division of N o r t h u m b e r -
l and were taken f rom the Tor ies by men who consis tent ly 
advoca ted the Taxat ion of L a n d Values dur ing the cam-
paign. 

* • * * 

" M r . H e r b e r t Craig, M.P . , issued the manifes to of t he 
Branch along with his address to the electors of Tyne-
mou th , and m e m b e r s of t he Branch in the Division worked 
ha rd to secure his return. I n the T y n e s i d e Division Mr . 
J o h n M. Rober t son , M.P . , never missed an oppor tun i ty of 
pu t t ing forward the real al ternative to Tariff Re fo rm, a n d 
advoca ted our principles as the means of helping to solve 
t he U n e m p l o y e d a n d Hous ing Problems. T h e m e m b e r s of 
t h e Tynes ide Branch are p roud that ano the r of their n u m b e r , 
in t he person of Mr. T h o m a s Cairns, M.P . , should be 
r e tu rned by a huge majori ty a long with Mr. Wal ler H u d s o n , 
ano the r earnest L a n d Reformer , for the city of Newcast le-
upon-Tyne . 

* * * 

" I n D u r h a m Coun ty the ' g a i n s ' at Sunde r l and were 
m a d e by Professor Stuart , M.P. , and Counci l lo r Summerbe l l , 
M.P . , b o t h of whom kept alive the necessity for L a n d 
R e f o r m . At S tock ton , where the progressive note was split, 
a n d the Conservat ive h e a d e d the poll, the Libera l a n d 
L a b o u r cand ida t e s did m u c h to ' spread the light. ' I n the 
Chester- le-Street Division the Rev . A. B. T e b b , of t he 
Tynes ide Execut ive, s tood as Liberal candida te , bu t was 
defea ted by M r J . W. Taylor, who s tood as the L a b o u r 
candida te . M r . Taylor , however, is in favour of our 
principles. N o r t h u m b e r l a n d and D u r h a m , therefore , are 
a lmost solid for the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values ; every Libera l 
or Labour M.P . r e tu rned has given satisfactory assurances 
of his suppor t to the movemen t . " 

* * * 

Mr. R i c h a r d Brown addressed the m e m b e r s of t he 
Y .M.C .A . C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e on J a n u a r y 10th, on 
" L a n d R e f o r m . " T h e discussion was a d j o u r n e d to 
February 14th. 

Mr. J a m e s Vei tch addressed a mee t ing at E d m o n d s l e y 
a n d Blackhouse on January 24th, and Swalwell on January 
25th. 

• » * 

T h e P o r t s m o u t h Single-Tax U n i o n issued, unde r t he title 
of " An Appea l to Reason , " a four page address to t he 
working men of P o r t s m o u t h in suppor t of the Taxa t ion of 
L a n d Values. T h e successful cand ida tes for P o r t s m o u t h 
are bo th suppor te r s of t he principle, and one of t hem is a 
m e m b e r of t he Engl i sh League . 
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A circular has been issued to known f r iends of t h e move-
men t in Manches te r a n d the sur rounding distr ict , asking 
t hem to join the Engl ish League , with a view to the for-
mat ion of a local b ranch . T h e circular is signed by Messrs. 
L. W. Z i m m e r m a n ( the organiser of Mr. Balfour 's defeat in 
Eas t Manches te r ) , H a r o l d Elverston, and Dr . Percy 
M 'Douga l l . Reade r s of Land Values who live in or near 
Manches te r are invited to b e c o m e member s of the League , 
and to he lp in this local effort. 

* * * 

T h e Genera l Secretary has lectured at the " Lighthouse ," 
P.S.A., Wal thamstow, on Jan . 1 4 t h ; at the Bro the rhood 
Church , Is l ington, on Jan . 21s t ; at South Place Ins t i tu te , 
F insbury , on J a n . 31s t ; and at the Croydon Social U n i o n 
on F e b . 4th. H e will address the All Soul 's M e n ' s Club, St. 
Margare t ' s -on-Thames , on Feb . 14th, on " T h e L a n d Ques t ion 
and t he U n e m p l o y e d . G o o d a t t endances and excellent 
disscussions are still a feature of these meet ings . T h e r e 
is a comple t e absence of the old bitter opposi t ion, and a 
great deal of intelligent inquiry as to the practical me thods 
and results of our reform. 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L.V. 

H O W T H E L A N D W A S LOST. 
(With Apologies to " U N C L E R E M U S . " ) 

T h e little white boy m a d e his way one night to the cabin 
of t he old darkey, who had so of ten a m u s e d h im with his 
funny stories of the animals , and , finding him with no th ing 
part icular to do, asked h im to tell h im how Brother Rabb i t 
c a m e to get the land f rom Brother Fox and Brother Bear. 

" Law, honey, dat wur a s t range doin, ' fer co 'se Brer Fox 
en Brer B'ar es mush mo' s t ronger dan Brer R a b b i t ; bu t 
dat 's n e d d e r yer nor dar . Well, yo' mus ' ' m e m b e r dat long 
'go, way back fo' yo' wis born 'd , all d e animils had der land ; 
dey each had der piece, fer wen G o d m e d dem ' E d o n " s p e k 
dey 'd live widout no land fer ter grow dere food on, so co'se 
' E gev 'em all dere b i t . E n ef I d o n ' d i s m e m b e r de story 
dey liv'd sorter well fer sumt ime, bu t in dese days creeturs 
had lots mo ' sense d a n dey got n o w ; let lone dat, dey h a d 
sense same like fokes an ' so somer dem notissed dat Brer 
Rabb i t , Brer Bar en Brer Fox done got de best o ' de land. 
Well, dey 'p in ioned da t dey hat ter hole a ' sembly fer ter 
sorter strai ten out matters , a n d wen dey met on de 'poin ted 
day, dey 'greed dat Brer L ion ha t te r be king, an ' wen he 
take de chair de seshun began fer ter k o m m e n c e . D e n 
Brer Dog, he upen say, sezee ,—' Warfo ' Brer R a b b i t an ' 
Brer F o x an ' Brer Bar h a b de mos ' best o ' de land, and us 

u d d e r animils h a b d e wusser, I pe rpose dat de ren t o' all 
de l and be paid to K i n g Lion, an ' dat he spend it fur de 
good er de country . So dat de one wot has de best land'l l 
pay most to de udders . ' D e animils hoorayed like dey wis 
mad ez March hares en dey all ' p l auded 'cept Brer Rabbi t , 
en Brer Bar, en Brer Fox, fer dey wis angry 'cause now dey 'd 
hat ter pay for holdin ' de best land, en dey drew u p a 
pertit ion, en re 'd it ter de 'sembly, but der infloons wis 
powerfu ' lackin ' 'mong so many. E n so it was 'greed da t 
all de ren t should be paid ter Brer L ion . " 

" But , " said the little boy, " why did they give all the land 
to the l ion?" 

" Wot yo say," repl ied the nigger, " I not tell you dat 
Brer L ion git de rent for hisself. Ef Brer Lion git de rent 
an ' spen ' it makin ' an ' keepin ' de roads, etceterer, so's all de 
animils git de benefit , d en de land b ' long to all de animils 
an ' not to de l i o n ; dat 's wot. But Brer Lion wis a mons tus 
soon beast en he set his th ink in ' masheen wurkin ' twel 
b imeby he ' t e rmine how he gwinter get roun ' Brer Fox en 
Brer Bar. O n e day ez ee wis ambl in ' down de road, lippity-
clippity, lippity-clippity, he me t Brer Lion. ' Mawnin ' , 
Brer L ion , ' sezee. ' Mawnin ' , ' ' spond Brer Lion. ' Nice 
wedder dis mawnin ' , ' sez Brer Rabb i t , sezee. ' H o w you 
fine yo'self deze days, ' sezee. ' I ' m sorter toler 'ble, Brer 
Rabb i t , ' sez Brer L ion , sezee. ' I b'lieve, sez Brer Rabb i t , 
sezee, ' da t you are gettin' t housand p o u n d s f rom Brer 
Bar an ' Brer Fox's land, ' sezee, ' can I get der land ef I 
pay you 'leven h u n d r e d pounds , ' sezee. ' Senly, ' sez Brer 
Lion, sezee. D e n Brer Rabb i t he git de thousand p o u n d 
f rom Brer Fox en Brer Bar en he pay de 'leven h u n d r e d 
p o u n d s to Brer L ion . " 

" But the rabbit was surely a fool for tha t , " in te r rup ted 
the boy. . 

" J e s you hoi ' yo' b r e f f n wait," replied the darkie. 
" Bimeby de Beastesses hoi ' der ' sembly, an' Brer R a b b i t he 
upin say : ' Ginn lemens , " sezee, ' you no jesses well ez I 
do, dat our folks is dr inkin ' too much beer, en ferter keep 
'em soberer I perpose dat we tax all de b e e r ; en fu rde r 
likewise you mus ' no da t de goods wot de forener is sendin ' 
here is rooinashinin ' our labour , en fer ter s top dat , en fer 
ter p ro tek t our goods, I perpose da t we tax de foren goods. ' 
D e u d d e r beastesses year yeared, an ' dey 'greed dat de beer 
an ' de foren goods shood be tax'd. After de ' sembly was 
finished, Brer R a b b i t went inter de wood an ' he roll on de 
groun' , en laff en laff twill his sides wis so sore h e coodn ' t 
neder walk nor lie down . " 

" W h y did he laugh," asked t he boy, puzzled. 
" Wy ? 'cos wen K i n g L i o n got de money f rom de beer 

en de foren goods, he not need de ren t from Brer Rabbi t , 
but Brer R a b b i t k e p ' on gett in ' de ren t f rom Brer Fox an ' 
Brer Bar, an ' dey is payin ' it yet. M o r e fools." 

J . T . H . 
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SIR HENRY CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN ON THE 

LAND QUESTION AT PARTICK, GLASGOW 
28th NOVEMBER, 1905. 

February, 1906. 

Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman delivered an address to 
the Partick electors on behalf of the candidature of Mr 
Robert Balfour (now M.P. for Partick), in the Burgh Hall 
Mr. George Green, C.C. (a Vice-President of the Scottish 
League for the Taxation of Land Values), presided. In the 
course of his speech the Prime Minister said :— 

" T o the men who are working and able to work, 
abundant and potential wealth lies in the fields only 
waiting to be extracted until greater freedom of security 
is given to those who would develop it. . . There 
is no task, sir, to which we are called more urgently by 
every consideration of national well-being than that of 
colonising our own countryside. (Cheers.) But let us 
look to the towns. (Hear , hear.) There also will be 
found causes for non-employment more fertile than 
Mr. Chamberlain can find in the tariffs of the 
foreigner. We find a rating system which discourages 
investments and tends to check the building of houses 
and factories. (Cheers.) I don't know what his views 
on the land question may be to-day. (Laughter.) It 
would be dangerons to guess. (Renewed laughter.) 
Twenty years ago he would have agreed that this state 
of things which militates so seriously against improve-
ment, against industrial development, and against the 
health and comfort of the people, might be alleviated 
by the taxation of land values. (Cheers.) I fear his 
sympathies may now be quenched by the fact that the 
reform of which I am speaking is on the straight lines 
of free trade. (Cheers.) 

" I am at any rate convinced that a moderate appli-
cation of the principle of site values taxation, coupled 
with power to municipalities to acquire land on honest 
terms, would appreciably reduce the burdens and at 
the same time lighten rents and diminish the evils of 
overcrowding which disgrace us to-day, and give a 
fresh outlet for employment. (Cheers. Let us be 
proud that it is this great City and Municipality of 
Glasgow which has taken the lead in promoting this 
subject and recommending it to the attention of the 
people of the country. (Cheers.) I hope we shall not 
have to wait long for legislative action on so important 
a matter." (Cheers.) 

Why, we venture to ask, should the proposal to tax land 
values " be coupled wiih power to municipalities to acquire 
land on honest terms ?" If the municipalities have not the 
power already to acquire the land they need for any public 
purpose then they ought to have it. But that is another 
question. At present they have to pay monopoly prices for 
every acre they acquire. These monopoly prices may not 
be " hones t " prices, but as it is they are regulated by our 
present one-sided system of land tenure and taxation. Only 
with the taxation of land values will it be possible to 
acquire land on " honest terms." But the municipalities 
can have no better right, either under the present system, or 
under the coming freer conditions, to better terms than any 
individual citizen who may require land for any " legi t imate " 
purpose. In the settlement of the land question we want 
no preferential claims established, nor are they necessary. 

It is the taxation of land values, and not the acquiring of 
land on " honest t e rms" or for that matter on any other 
kind of terms, that "would appreciably reduce the burdens 
and at the same time diminish the evils of over-crowding 
(which disgrace us to-day), and give a fresh outlet for employ-
ment." Sir Henry boldly and wisely asked the meeting and 
the country for the necessary driving power to carry these 
reforms. We are glad to know and to realise how well the 
country has responded to this statesman-like appeal. But 
the driving power behind the principle of taxing land values 
—it is of no mean order—has no association with this very 

different and suspicious-looking land-purchase business 
" L e t us be proud," said Sir Henry, " that it is this great 
City and Municipality of Glasgow which has taken the lead 
in promoting this subject." We are proud of Glasgow for 
this work. Because of it we can boast we are citizens of no 
mean city. And we single taxers are prouder still of the 
fact that Glasgow's agitation of this great and far-reaching 
measure of social justice has not so far been " coupled " to 
any outside separate question. In our view that is a princi-
pal reason why the municipal movement for the taxation of 
land values has made such marvellous progress during the 
past ten years. T h e great mass of the people who now so 
well support this reform is the proof that the agitation has 
come along on right l ines ; and we look with confidence to 
the Prime Minister, of all men, to keep the issue clear in 
the public mind. A "modera te application " now, if it must 
be so, but let it be pure land value taxation untrammelled 
by other questions and other issues. 

We look forward with confidence to the reception the 
Liberals in the House of Commons will give to a measure 
for the straight taxation of land values; they have been 
educated so well on the subject these past few years. But 
we can only regard with dismay the inevitable conflicting 
views and confusion that will arise both in the House and 
in the country if the measure be coupled with a proposal to 
give municipalities power to deal, even " honestly," in land 
purchase. T h e taxation of land values can stand any 
amount of discussion, and every time it is discussed the 
clearer becomes the necessity for it. On the other hand it 
must be admitted that this question of acquiring land by 
public bodies is not so well defined. I t is quite right that 
these bodies should have all the land they legitimately require 
for public purposes. But the phrase " acquiring land " means 
in the minds of those who strongly advocate it much more 
than this, and whenever it is brought forward we may be 
prepared for some wild-cat schemes. Be that as it may, we 
must protest against any attempt to couple such a proposal 
with the clear mandate the country has given both in its 
municipal and parliamentary representation for the taxation 
of land values. 

To understand the SOCIAL PROBLEM 
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T H E M E N A C E O F PRIVILEGE." 

First let us congratula te Hen ry George, Jun. , on having 
p r o d u c e d a book which is a worthy and fitting sequel to the 
wor ld- renowned works of his noble father. L ike t he latter) 
" T h e M e n a c e of Privilege " is, in t ruth, a book deserving 
the mos t earnest cons idera t ion of s tudents of m o d e r n 
political a n d social t h o u g h t ; of all, in fact, who fain would 
read the signs of the t imes. R e c e n t events in Russ ia should 
serve to emphas i se the solemn warning and lesson it conveys. 
T h e s ame causes mus t everywhere p roduce the same effects. 
T h i s is as t rue in t he social as in the physical world. A n d 
this being so, we feel t ha t no one can arise f rom its perusal 
wi thout being appal led by the convict ion tha t t h e U n i t e d 
States of America , once the h o m e of f r e e d o m a n d equality, 
heedless of the lessons of the ages, as of their own earlier 
a n d nobler t radi t ions of history, are to-day blindly 
rushing towards a social revolution c o m p a r e d to which the 
one now proceeding in Russia will appear as the play of 
chi ldren. I t is earnest ly to be h o p e d tha t it may yet be 
averted, a n d this book repeatedly and convincingly indicates 
the only m e a n s by which this is possible. Bu t we look in 
vain for any evidence tha t this is to be expected , for any 
signs tha t the nat ion, as a whole, is awakening to its dangers , 
and is prepar ing to remove their causes—for it is only by 
removing eauses tha t we can h o p e to remove their effects. 
All the evidence, in fact, points t he o ther way. Privilege is 
insatiable ; hence it is ever active in ex tending its domin ion . 
Privilege never feels secure, and can never feel secure so 
long as the most e lementary precepts of honesty a n d morality 
are t aught to the c o m m o n people, for in its essence it is t he 
very opposi te of these, and has been crea ted and can b e 
main ta ined only by force, f raud , a n d cor rupt ion . T h e s e 
th ree malign a n d dangerous factors have been very promin-
ent in t he domest ic , as in t he foreign history of the U n i t e d 
States dur ing the past five a n d twenty years, the ma in 
episodes of which our au thor has occasion to refer to in t h e 
course of his work. Af te r having despoi led the masses of 
the peop le of their inal ienable rights to the exhaustless 
bount ies and blessings Nature has so lavishly p laced at their 
disposal, a u d thus p lunged t h e m into helpless and hopeless 
poverty a n d dependence , privilege, in its never ceasing 
efforts to ex tend and secure its sway, has given " the c o m m o n 
p e o p l e " a b u n d a n t practical object lessons that, so long as it 
is main ta ined , they can have nothing to h o p e for f rom 
peaceab le const i tu t ional re form—nay, not even from such 

* " T H E MENACE OF PRIVILEGE. A Story of the Dangers to the 
Republic from thi Existence of a Favoured Class. By Henry George, 
Jun. Publishers, Macmillan & Co., London. Price, 6/-. Post free 
from these Offices at Publisher's price. 

protect ion and aid as t he accepted a n d establ ished con-
sti tution a n d laws may to-day nominal ly afford them. For , 
when it sui ted their purpose , the res t ra in ts of the establ ished 
law have been ruthlessly swept as ide by the p roud Pr inces 
of Privilege. H e n c e it is that G o v e r n m e n t by In junc t ions 
— b y in junc t ions m a d e by highly-placed a n d highly-paid 
parasites a n d d e p e n d e n t s of Pr iv i lege—has at t imes been 
m a d e to usurp the place and powers of G o v e r n m e n t by Law. 
Whilst at t he c o m m a n d of the Pr inces of Privilege t he use 
of the bayonet , not by State but by the more bl indly 
obed ien t Federa l t r oops—the Prae tor ian G u a r d s of Privilege 
— h a s b e c o m e almost as f r equen t in civil affairs in the free 
U n i t e d States as in despot ic Russia . In short , af ter having 
robbed the masses of t he power to earn their b read save on 
its t e rms a n d by its permission, Privilege in t h e U n i t e d 
States has laid its sacriligious h a n d on the Gove rnmen t , a n d 
has so cor rup ted the politics of t he nat ion tha t to-day it 
allows of no legislat ion save that to its liking. N o t con ten t 
with this it has so d e b a u c h e d the sources of law a n d just ice 
tha t to-day our studiously m o d e r a t e au thor finds himself 
war ran ted to write " Privi lege uses t he cour ts as it uses t he 
soldiers of t he Republ ic , for itself a n d in violation, in abro-
gation of the rights of t he body of the people ." 

" T h o s e whom the G o d s wish to destroy they first m a k e 
m a d . " A n d the Pr inces and paras i tes of Privi lege in the 
U n i t e d States of Amer ica may well seem to the few philoso-
phic minds who can impart ial ly survey their doings as 
m a d d e n e d , as well as b l inded , by their reckless and ruthless 
pursui t of t he power to rob a n d to enslave the i r fellow-
citizens. T h a t books such as this, a n d those epoch-making 
words of H e n r y George should c o m e to us f rom the Great 
R e p u b l i c may, however , be taken as evidence tha t there is 
an awakening going on amongs t t he masses of t he people. 
I t is not yet too late, though it soon may be. T o day they 
know not only that they are be ing robbed , but how the 
process is be ing main ta ined , as well as how it may easily, 
simply, and yet effectively be put an end to. W e do not 
doub t bu t tha t sooner or later they will act on this know-
ledge, peaceably, if they are allowed. But should t he b l indness 
and madness tha t always a t tends es tabl ished Privilege h inder 
this. " Shou ld" (to use the words of our au thor ) " the few 
refuse to rel inquish t he power of appropr ia t ion that exalts 
t hem a n d depresses t h e mass, there can be no conclus ion 
but a social cataclysm, in which the primal t ru th of equal 
rights will dec lare itself, even though clad ' in hel l - f i re . ' " 

Such books as this, such work as ours, may help to avert 
any such ca tas t rophe . May it be so :— 

" The future hides in it, 
Good hap and sorrow ; 
We press still thorow. 
Naught that abides in it, 
Daunting us, onwards." 

L. H . B. 

M a k e r s t o 

H . M . 

T H E K I N G . 

When you. feel -the need of a refresher, 
and want one that nourishes as well, 
that is the time you will appreciate 

Rowntree's Elect Cocoa. 

t o 

T H E 

P E O P L E . " 
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" T H E GOD O F T H I S W O R L D . " * 

" T h e God of this World " is a novel with a purpose, and 
is evidently, almost too evidently, the work of an enthus-
iastic, if not inspired, sngle taxer. I t contains much good 
writing and sound doctrine, but we must confess that it 
would have been far more useful and much more convincing 
if it had been less ambitious. As it is, however, it is a book 
that our readers would do well to recommend to their as 
yet unconverted friends, in whom it may arouse an interest 
in our question. It is not only in our author's imaginary 
town that presumably educated folks in high places still 
seriously " wonder what would become of the people if they 
(the interesting classes) did not find the money to pay for 
their labour." 

L. H . B. 

* " The God of this world," by John Middleton (a story for the 
times). Price 3/6. Publishers, Kegan Paul, Trench, & Co., London. 

BOOKS. BOOKS. BOOKS. 
T ITERATURE IN ALL BRANCHES kept in Stock. Special 
i — attention given to Scientific, Histor ical , Economic, and 
Phi losophical Works . 

ALL THE NEWEST BOOKS JN STOCK. 

JOHN SMITH & SON, 
19 RENFIELD STREET, and 

225 INGRAM STREET, . . . 

ESTABLISHED, 1742. G L A S G O " W . 

By M a k i n g H o m e B e a u t i f u l , Y o u M a k e H o m e H a p p y . 

D. C. THOMSON, 
Practical Carver, Gilder, and Picture Frame Maker, 

135 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD, GLASGOW. 

Cord, Rings, Chains, Rods, and Hooks Sold. Oil Paint ings Cleaned 
Varnished, Restored, and Relined. Old P r nts Repaired. 

Oil and Water-Colour Tubes and Brushes Sold. 
National Telephone, No. 5 7 X 2 . 

R. M ' K E N D R I C K , 
General and Furnishing Ironmonger, 

Cutler and Tool Dealer, 
619 N E W CITY ROAD. 

Qasaliers, Lamps, &c., in great variety. 

Incandescent Fittings—Best and Cheapest in the Trade. 

Large assortment of Tools for all Trades at popular prices. 
Table and Pocket Cutlery, Carvers, Razors, Scissors, &c., 

&c., Unexcelled for Quality and Price. 

REPAIRS PROMPTLY AND CHEAPLY EXECUTED. 

National Telephone, 215x6 Char ing X. 
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L O N D O N R E N T S G O UP. 

BURDEN OF R A T E S BORNE BY T H E 
WORKING CLASSES. 

As a result of the recent quinquennial valuation, a large 
number of owners of houses let on weekly tenacies through-
out London have given notice of an increase in rent of from 
6d. to is. a week. 

The tenants of one large estate in South-West London, 
comprising something like 2,000 houses, have received the 
following int imation:— 

I am instructed to inform you that, in consequence 
of the general rise in rates, the increase of the assess-
ments, and the views of value as expressed by the 
various committees at the last assessment, we have no 
alternative but to increase the rental of the half-house 
occupied by you. I, therefore, have to inform you 
that as from November 6 next your rent will be in-
creased from 12s. 6d. to 13s. per week. In the event 
of your not agreeing to pay such increased rent, you 
must take this communication as notice to quit, and 
deliver up possession on that day. 

It is estimated that on this one estate, by increasing the 
rents only 6d. per house per week, the landlord, after 
deducting all charges for increased assessments, will reap an 
additional profit of at least .£1,000 per annum .—Daily 
Chronicle, 26/10/05. 

WHY! You Surprise me! Never heard of 

M ' W A L T E R ' S E N G L I S H H O M E - M A D E B R E A D . 
Then taste and try it, and you won't let It be for the last time! 

Ask y o u r G r o c e r t o s u p p l y y o u w i t h 

M'WALTER'S CAKES, SHORTBREAD, BUNS, and 
FANCY BISCUITS. 

Nothing more need be said j a word to the wise is suff ic ient . 

M a d e b y J Q H N M'WALTER, 
292 NEW CITY ROAD (ST. GEO^GTS CROSS), 

371 GAIRBRAID STREET, MARYHILL. 
Telephones: Nat. 17x1 Charing Cross ; Corp. 2996 . 

" A n Unfa i l ing Cure ; Acts l ike Magic . " -Vide Testimonials. 

DR. JENNER'S " F I R S T A I D " COUGH BALSAM. 
Prices, I/, 2/6, and A/6 per Bott le . 

Sole Depot for Scotland— 

THOS. SPEARS & CO., LTD., 
St. George Household and Drug Stores, 

2 7 - 3 5 G R E A T W E S T E R N ROAD, G L A S G O W . 
Telephones:—Corporation, 896; National, 280 Charing Cross. 

Just Published 

"THE MENACE OF PRIVILEGE,' 
B y H E N R Y G E O R G E , J u n . 

(MACMILLAN & CO., LONDON, Price 6s.) 
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John Colder & Co. 
Printers, Lithographers, Commercial, 

Law, and Export Stationers, . . . 

126 Renfield Street, . . . . 
G L A S G O W . 

• » { < - s F K c i A t i x i K s . 

Church Reports, 
Friendly Societies' 

Reports, 
Balance Sheets, 
Rule Books, 
Programmes, 

Tickets, 
Ball Programmes, 
Visiting Cards, 
Menu Cards, 
Posters, Handbills, 
&c., &c., &c. 

E S T I M A T E S g i v e n f o r a l l Cla88S8 of W o r k . 
T e l e p h o n e N o , 3 2 7 8 , 

C o r p o i ' n t i o n T e l e p h o n e N o . 3 B 7 S . 

NEW LEAFLETS. 
" T a x a t i o n of Land Values—What it would d o ; 

What i t has done in Australia and New 
Z e a l a n d . 4 pp. leaflet (small size), No . 3 1 ; Pr ice 
3/9 per 1000. 

" L o w e r Rents, Lower Rates, Housing- and Em-
ployment." 2 pp. leaflet, No . 32 ; Pr ice 3/- per 
1000. 

" T h e Royalty Question.—Landlord Exactions and 
Workers' Wages." 2 pp. leaflet, N o . 3 3 ; Pr ice 
3/- per 1000. 

"Taxa t ion of Land Values.—Explanatory, and 
showing where it is in operation." 4 PP- leaflet, 
N o . 34 ; Pr ice 4 / 6 per 1000-

" The Unemployed and the Land Question." 2 pp. 
l e a f l e t ; Pr ice 6 d . per 1 0 0 . 

Send for Sample Copies to " Land Values" Offices. 

BRITISH LEGAL LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Chief Office—7 BLYTHSWOQD SQUARE, GLASGOW. 

Established 1863. 

C L A I M S P A I D N O W 
Undoubted Security. 

EXCEED £1,000,000. 
Policies world-wide. 

Works of Henry George 
NEW LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE 

INCLUDING THE 

LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE 
By HENRY GEORGE, J r . 

Just Published, in ten volumes, 12mo., handsomely bound 
in buckram, with gilt tops, untrimmed edges, etc. It contains a lull 
set of portraits, and is in all respects equal to the well-known 
MEMORIAL EDITION, issued in 1898, which is now out of print, 
and which sold for £ 5 5s. per set. 

Agent—C. M. YOUNG, 51 Prince Edward St., Queen's Park, Glasgow. 

The Single Tax Review. 
A 64-Page Quarterly Record of the Progress of the Single Tax 
and Tax Reform throughout the World. 

Subsc r ip t ion—Pr ice $1"00 a Year . 

What Tom L. Johnson says to the 
Publishers :— 

" GENTLEMEN, 
" I wish to congratulate you on bringing out a new 

library edition of the Works of Henry George. The day is not far 
distant when the professional or business man who does not under-
stand the philosophy of Henry George will stand discredited in any 
intelligent community. 

" A knowledge of this philosophy will broaden and strengthen 
any man, morally and intellectually ; will make him a more public 
spirited citizen, and better equip him for the activities of business and 
professional life. It will give him a clearer comprehension of his 
duties to his fellow man, to the State, and to the Great Ruler of 
the Universe ; lifting him immeasurably above the plane of vanity, 
sordidness and selfishness which now seems to be the chief end of 
man. . , . 

" I hope and believe that youi enterprise will be a success beyond 
your most sanguine expectations. 

" Very truly yours, 
" T O M L. JOHNSON." 

With every T W O New Subscribers (not Renewals) a Copy of "Progress and 
Poverty " (the Doubleday-Page Edition, bound in Cloth and published for 1 dol. 
wUl be sent post-paid. Every Single Taxer should be able to get two Subscribers 
and thus secure for himself a copy of the great work of the master. 

LIST OF THE VOLUMES: 
Volume I. Progress and Poverty. 
Volume II. Social Problems. 
V o l u m e I I I . The Land Question. 

This volume contains three short works : (1) a brochure of 
seventeen short chapters and entitled " The Land Question ; " 
(2) " Property in Land," a passage-at arms with the Duke of 
Argyle ; (3) " The Condition of Labour," an open letter to 
Pope Leo XIII . , in reply to the Pope's encyclical letter on 
" t h e condition of labour." 

V o l u m e I V . Protection or Free Trade. 
V o l u m e V. A Perplexed Philosopher. 
Volumes VI. and VII. The Science of Political 

Economy. 
V o l u m e V I I I . Our Land and Land Policy. 

This volume contains, besides selected speeches, lectures 
and miscellaneous writings, the pamphlet which, first published 
in 1871, was the forerunner of " Progress and Poverty" eight 
years later. 

Vo lumes I X . a n d X. The Life of Henry George. 

T e r m s o f P u r c h a s e . 
This handsome Set of Books, of uniform size 

and boxed, for £ 3 15s. cash with order , or £ 4 
payable in monthly ins ta lments of 8 / - per 
month . 

"Land Values" Publishing Offices. 

13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW. 
376-7 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 
2 DARLEY STREET, BRADFORD. 
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T H E CASE P L A I N L Y S T A T E D . 
B Y Miss E M I L Y L I N D S A Y . 

(Appearing in the " Belfast Labour Chronicle," 9/12/05.) 

T h e objec t of the measu re (Taxa t ion of L a n d Values) 
is not merely to tap a new source of revenue, or to ad jus t 
the inc idence of rating, t h o u g h it will d o both. I t s chief 
result will be to bring in to the marke t va luable mineral , 
agricultural , a n d u rban l ands now being held idle, or not 
fully used, by speculators a n d fores ta l l ed . In a n d a r o u n d 
every progressive town may be seen vacant land " r ipening " 
a n d growing daily more valuable th rough the expend i tu re 
on improvement s—elec t r i c t rams for i n s t a n c e — n o t pa id for 
by the owners . 

I t was stated not long ago that within the boundar i e s of 
Liverpool the re were 400 acres of vacant bui ld ing land. 

[ In all o ther towns the s ame condi t ion prevails, valuable 
bui ld ing sites " held u p " at monopoly prices. At t he Brad-
ford T o w n Counci l , it was stated recent ly, tha t the re are 
within the bounda r i e s of t he town 4,512 acres of unbui l t on 
l a n d . — E d . L. K ] 

A n d yet Mr. Ke i r H a r d i e a n d o thers p ropose re-afforesta-
t ion a n d cul t ivat ion of waste land in remote par ts as t he 
r emedy for u n e m p l o y m e n t — t h a t is, they p ropose to apply 
labour to land which gives the smallest re turn, while tha t 
which gives t he greatest re turn , is lying unused at t he very 
doors of t he workless. 

Some Socialist f r iends may scoff at t he idea of dealing 
with what they call " c a p i t a l i s m " by m e a n s simply of taxing 
land values. Bu t does not the advan tage of the capital is t 
consist in his c o m m a n d of unl imi ted cheap l a b o u r ? Why 
mus t t he labourer accept a wage barely sufficient for sub-
s i s t ence—and why is h e unab le to accumula t e capital, to 
own the tools a n d stock of his t rade, or to hold shares in the 
big industr ial concern he works in with h u n d r e d s of his 
fellows ? 

Is it no t because if he refuses the employer ' s terms, an 
unemployed worker ever s t ands r eady to step into his place ? 
What we want is, tha t two employers should be af ter one 
man ins tead of two men a f t e r one j o b ; and we shall have 
h o p e of seeing such a state of affairs when the tax on land 
values opens u p the sources of p roduc t ion now closed to 
labour, aud fu r the r results in making it possible to lighten 
the bu rden of taxation which restricts indust ry a n d stifles 
enterpr ise . A tax on what is p r o d u c e d by labour limits the 
supply and raises t he price, as we k n o w ; bu t a tax on land 
values by increasing the supply of land available for use, 
t ends to r educe its price, and , therefore, such a tax cannot 
be shi f ted to the tenant . 

I n new count r ies where land is a b u n d a n t a n d labour 
greatly needed , the cry of poverty a n d want of employmen t 
is also heard , and for the s a m e reason : the speculator has 
gone in a d v a n c e of the immigran t and pu t u p the price of 
the source'! of n rodnc t ion . 

JOHN TROTTER, 
4 0 G o r d o n S t r e e t , G L A S G O W . 

Telephones: 
Corporation, 

3636. 
National, 

5865 
Royal. 

The Latest American Invisible 
Frameless Spectacles and Eye-

glasses supplied in Gold, Gold-
Filled, or Steel Mounts. For light-

ness and appearance they are un-
equalled. Prices moderate. 

All KODAK and other 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES kept In Stock. 

Kinematograph and 
Lantern E n t e r t a i n m e n t s 

Given in Town or Country. 
T e r m s M o d e r a t e . 

BUSINESS HOURS: 9 A . M . TO 6.30 P . M . S A T U R D A Y S , 9 A . M . TO 4.30 P . M . 

SURGICAL RUBBER GOODS 
— A N D 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 

A T C H E A P E S T POSSIBLE P R I C E S . 

List prices a re subject to 5 per cent, for cash 
with order, or 2 \ per cent, monthly account. 

Money re tu rned in full if goods are not perfect ly 
sa t i s fac tory . 

I l lustrated Catalogue post f ree to the Trade. 

C o y . , 
27 O S W A L D 5 T R E E T , 

GLASGOW. 

A n d Comfort. 
ONE of the most attractive of Mr. Thompson's preparations 
is his Skin Food Toilet and Complexion Cream, which is an 
ideal agency for removing wrinkles, allaying roughness, and 
preventing redness, which are such common afflictions with 
those who have delicate skins. The Cream has a delightful 
odour, and is pleasant to use. Try a Jar of M. F. T.'s 
SKIN FOOD (2s. Id. post free), and you will be delighted 
with the result. Wash the face with warm water every 
night, and after you have thoroughly dried the skin, rub on 
a little of the Cream, taking care to rub in an upward 
direction. You will then enjoy a deliriously restful, cool 
night's rest, and will wake in the morning with a feeling of 
invigoration, for which it seems impossible that the Cream 
can be responsible; but it is, and you will find that many 
of your wrinkles, hateful things, have disappeared during 
the night. 

Thompson's Nervetonine (in bottles, Is. lOd. post free) 
is another excellent preparation. Half-a-dozen drops taken 
in half a wine-glass of water twenty minutes before meals 
will make one fresh and invigorated, ready to face a sea of 
troubles. It is splendid stuff also for all nerve troubles, 
neuralgia, sleeplessness, indigestion, &c. 

Those who suffer from tender and aching feet will find 
Mr. Thompson's Antiseptic Foot Powder (large tin post free, 
Is. 2d.) a boon. Mr. Thompson also makes a most effective 
plaster for the benefit of those who are troubled with corns 
and bunions. A large sheet, which will last one for months, 
can be had post free for Is. 2d.—Dame Deborah Primrose. 

From M. F. THOMPSON, The Pharmacy, 
17 GORDON STREET, GLASGOW. 
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T H E O P P O R T U N I T Y T O W O R K . 

S T A T E M A D E H I N D R A N C E S . 

As usually happens , when the suffering d u e to want of 
employmen t becomes too acute to be h idden , a n d when 
processions of the workless arouse the pity of the char i table 
and t he fears of the selfish, we are deluged with " s c h e m e s " 
for deal ing with the unemployed problem, and its essential 
simplicity is h idden unde r a cloud of conflicting proposals. 

E v e n t he most promising-looking of these " schemes "— 
farm colonies or the like, under publ ic managemen t—proves 
on examinat ion to be of no use as a solution, and not of 
m u c h use even as a palliative. If none but those who are 
already sui ted for farm work are sent to the colonies, only 
the meres t fr inge of the unemployed will be benefi ted. If 
all unemployed are sent, many will be qui te unfit for the 
work to which they are set, and will probably be m a d e unfit 
for s o m e other sort of work, at which they are already 
capable, if only they could get it. For, however many t h e 
unemployed in the mass may be, when we c o m e to " set 
t hem to work," they mus t be deal t with in detail . T h e y 
have not been thrown out of work all at once a n d all out of 
the same t r ade—as if, say, an enormous factory, employing 
many thousands of " hands , " had been suddenly closed u p 
or b u r n t down. T h e y have been quietly squeezed out, one 
or two at a time, here and there, f rom this t r ade and that 
and t he other , by a general contract ion of industry over a 
large n u m b e r of t rades . Wha t is the sense of sending a 
watchmaker " b a c k to t he land ? " (as if he h a d ever left i t ! ) 
H e wants to m a k e watches, which he could probably do 
well, t h o u g h the State could hardly set h im to do it. But 
why should the State, except as a despair ing confession of 
failure, set h im to hoe turnips, which he would most likely 
do badly ? 

W h a t is wanted is, no t a scheme for invent ing " some 
sort o f " work for the unemployed , but such a re form as will 
cause or allow indust ry in general to expand , and thus 
enab le each industry to absorb its own unemployed for 
work which they are al ready used to. If the State, instead 
of organising work for the unemployed , in a hurry a n d 
mostly in order to prevent a riot will simply remove the 
Sta te -made h indrances which prevent the unemployed f rom 
employing each other , the solution of the p rob lem would 
not be far to seek. 

I t does not mat te r m u c h where, by way of il lustration, one 
begins. T h e r e is, for instance, the house famine . M a n y 
builders are out of work. Why can ' t the out-of-work bui lders 
find employmen t in put t ing u p the needed houses ? If they 
were all busy at this, they would soon " m a k e w o r k " for 
quar rymen, br ickmakers , sawyers, i ronfounders , and many 
others by their d e m a n d for building mater ia ls ; and for 
shoemakers , tanners , tailors, weavers, food producers , a n d 
many o ther t radesmen, by their now " effective " d e m a n d for 
the satisfaction of their personal needs. T h u s the good 
t imes in t he bui ld ing industry would p roduce a general im-
provemen t all round ; so true is it that , even in mat ters of 
trade, " we are m e m b e r s one of another . " 

But t he bui lders canno t build houses unless they can get 
land to bui ld t hem on. Similarly, the quar rymen , brick-

Bad Printing 
Often means Cheap Print ing. 

We do GOOD PRINTING 
At Reasonable Prices. 

' " ' (SE^ 1 * 
Artis t ic and Commercial Work 
. . . . Promptly Executed. 

W. M'LELLAN & CO., 
240 HOPE STREET, 

Corporation Telephone No. 4408. G L A S G O W . 

makers , food-producers , requi re access to land ; the iron, 
and the coal for smelt ing it, come f rom l a n d ; the weaving-
shed and the boot factory must be bui l t on land. T h e fact 
is, of course, that " l a n d is the m o t h e r and labour is the 
father of all weal th," and that the reason why willing men , 
who are now out of work, cannot employ themselves in the 
mutua l p roduc t ion and exchange of all the good things they 
are suffering for want of, is that l and monopoly den ies them 
access to land. 

Almost everyone now sees tha t t he taxation of land 
according to its value would force vacant bui ld ing lots into 
use and give t he bui lding industry a great boom. If it d id 
no more than this, it would go a long step towards solving 
the unemployed problem. But what taxation of land values 
would do for bui ld ing l and it would do also for quarry ing 
and mining and farming lands, for land wanted for any 
industr ial use. If the G o v e r n m e n t had been in earnest 
about the unemployed quest ion, ins tead of invent ing new 
statutory commit tees , which are al ready f o u n d to be practi-
cally useless, it would at least have allowed the H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s , and urged t h e H o u s e of Lords , to pass through 
its r emain ing stages the L a n d Values Assessment a n d Ra t ing 
Bill, which had already secured a second reading by a 
majori ty of 90 votes, t ak ing care, of course, that the Bill was 
ex tended so as to inc lude the rural as well as the u rban dis-
tr icts .—FRED. VERINDER in the Co-operative News, 9 /12 /05 . 

CATHOART MQNUIViENTAL WORKS. 

W M . 8 C O T T , 
MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR, 

Car Terminus (Opposite Cemetery Gate), 
CATHCART, near Glasgow. 

Largest and Most Varied Stock in the Trade. 
Latest Designs in 

Granite, Marble, and Freestone. 
M O N U M E N T S E X E C U T E D IN AI.R, PAIITS OK TIIE COUNTRY. 

N E W C A T A L O G U E A N D P R I C E L I S T O N A P P L I C A T I O N . 

Telephones—National, 230 LANGSIDK. 
Corporation, 595 Z. 

STUDY THE QUESTION YOURSELF. 
R E A D 

PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE. 
BY 

H E N R Y G E O R G E . 
" Singularly clear and successful . . . . in bringing to light the 

allacies that lurk under more than one popular cry."—Ath.er.aum. 

SPECIAL REPRINT. AUTHORISED EDITION. 
3 6 0 P a g e s . L a r g e Pr int . 

H A L F - P R I C E , 6«a. H A L F - P R I C E . 
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S I N G L E T A X I N C A N A D A . 
The advances made in Canada during the past few years have 
brought the movement into practical politics, and therefore 
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Is full of interest to all Single Taxers. 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY, 2 / - per Annum. 

Clubs of Ten or more, II- , , 
Sample Copy, FREE. 
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M r . G L A D S T O N E h a s 
S o l v e d t h e P r o b l e m . 

How that, by consulting him at his address 106 West Regent 
Street, Glasgow, you will be enabled to save time and money. 
An illustration of this will be found by carefully examining 
the following Price-List and comparing it with the Prices you 
are at present paying. 

We do Print ing1 , Li thographing 1 , Bookbinding1 , and supply 
M e r c a n t i l e a n d L a w S t a t i o n e r y at Prices 

S O W O N D E R F U L L Y M O D E R A T E . 
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BOOKS for STUDENTS OF THE LAND QUESTION. 

Enquiries Invited. Quotations Gladly Given. 
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Since the opening of Par l iament the daily papers have 
been kep t busy noticing the activities of t he Munic ipa l 
C o m m i t t e e on the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values in the House of 
C o m m o n s . T h e Glasgow Herald, 20/2/06, repor ted t h a t : — 

" T h e Bill for the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values was 
b rough t to the notice of many member s in t h e Lobby 
to day by a depu ta t ion consisting of Ex-Bailie Ferguson , 
Bailie Gray, cha i rman of the Par l iamentary Bills C o m -
mit tee of t he Corpora t ion of G lasgow; Mr. Myles, 
the T o w n - C l e r k ; Mr. Elder , and Provost Kei th , 
H a m i l t o n . T h e greater par t of t he a f t e rnoon was 
spent in ' b u t t o n h o l i n g ' those who are likely to be of 
assistance when the ballot for private members ' bills 
c o m e s on. M u c h is hoped for f rom the visit to t he 
P r i m e Minister next Monday . " 

* * * 

T h e same day it was repor ted tha t the Abe rdeen T o w n 
Counci l had dec ided by a vote of 20 to 9 to appoin t three 
m e m b e r s to represent t h e Counci l at an interview with the 
P r ime Minister a long with other representat ives f rom rat ing 
authori t ies suppor t ing the movemen t for the taxation of 
land values at the Fore ign Office on the 26th February . 
The Aberdeeti Free Press devo ted two co lumns to the dis-
cussion in the T o w n Counci l . 

* * * 

T h e following day the Glasgow Herald r epor ted :— 
Yes te rday a meet ing was held at the Westmins ter Palace 

Hote l , L o n d o n , of member s of Par l iament , convened by the 
executive commi t t ee of the municipal organisation p romot ing 
a m o v e m e n t for the taxat ion of land values. 

T h e L o r d Provost of Glasgow was called to t he chair, and 
among those present were Bailie Ferguson a n d Bailie Gray 
(Glasgow), Provost Kei th (Hami l ton) , and Provost Findlay, 
M . P . (Motherwell) , a n d abou t seventy m e m b e r s of Parlia-
m e n t interested in t he quest ion. 

T h e Cha i rman referred to the history of t he m o v e m e n t 
and to the first confe rence convened by the Corpora t ion of 
Glasgow, a n d to the success which had a t t ended the move-
men t dur ing the last two sessions of Par l iament , entirely 
owing to the efforts of tha t organisation, which now included 
500 local authorities. 

Ar rangemen t s were m a d e for the promot ion of bills deal ing 
with the rat ing of site values in Eng l and and in Scot land. 

Reply ing to Mr. Field, M.P . , who asked what arrange-
ments h a d been m a d e for the p romot ion of a bill deal ing 
with t he same quest ion in I re land, 

Bailie Ferguson said that he was pleased to be able to 
state tha t t he Dubl in Corpora t ion had o rdered the Corpora-
t ion seal to be affixed to a peti t ion to the P r i m e Minister 
on the subject , and h a d agreed to call u p o n the I r ish 
member s to f r ame a bill to deal with the subjec t on t h e 
lines of t he bills relat ing to Great Britain. Pet i t ions were 
to be presented from 470 other local authori t ies when the 
depu ta t ion waited upon the P r ime Minister on M o n d a y 
next, 26th inst. 

• * •* 

O n t h e 23rd it was repor ted that Mr. Suther land , M . P . 
for Elgin Burghs, had been successful in the ballot 

of member s to in t roduce the bill (for Scot land) for t he 
taxat ion of land values p romoted by the municipali t ies. 

* * 

The Pall Mall Gazette, 10/2/06, says :— 
W e under s t and tha t Mr. J o h n Burns , the Pres iden t 

of t he Local G o v e r n m e n t Board , has been consider ing 
a measure dealing with the taxat ion of land values on 
the lines suggested by Sir H e n r y Campbel l B a n n e r m a n 
a n d Mr. Asqui th , in speeches m a d e dur ing the 
election. 

I t will be r e m e m b e r e d that the legislation fore-
shadowed was to have a beginning in a system of taxa-
tion of u rban sites, the assessment to be levied by 
munic ipal authori t ies. I n view of the prevalent muni-
cipal extravagance, it is obvious tha t there are weighty 
objec t ions to this m e t h o d , and there is a growing opinion 
among] suppor ters < f the Governmen t , that this p robable 
source of revenue should be t apped rather for Imper ia l 
than for munic ipal purposes . 

W e unders tand tha t pressure will be brought to bear 
upon Mr. Burns , f rom the Radica l benches , urging him 
to take a more comprehens ive survey of the quest ion, 
and to deal with it on a b roade r economical basis. A 
m e m o r a n d u m has been submi t t ed to him, in which a 
uni form system of l and taxation, applying generally to 
all holders of land, has been suggested. I t need 
hardly be a d d e d that any proposal f rom the right hon. 
gen t leman to embody these dras t ic suggestions in the 
form of a bill would be met by s t renuous opposi t ion 
f rom many m e m b e r s on his own side of the H o u s e . * * * 

In the course of t he recen t Genera l Elect ion the Pr ime 
Minister in a letter to a co r r e sponden t wrote :— 

" You ask m e whether what I said at the Alber t Ha l l 
with reference to ' deriving someth ing from the l a n d ' 
in t he shape of revenue, is to be read as a declarat ion 
in favour of the rat ing or taxing of site values, and not 
of t he general taxat ion of land per se. T h e answer is, 
mos t assuredly, a n d if there be any doub t in the mat ter 
in t he minds of your fr iends, pe rhaps you will make 
this known." 

* » * 

Sir J o h n T . Brunner , M.P . , a rgues for the applicat ion of 
t he principle to rural as well as to u rban land. In a letter to 
The Speaker, 10/2/06, on the point , and dealing with the 
te rm " site values," he says — 

" As a mat ter of fact, the land immediate ly outs ide 
our urban boundar ies is the largest field for t he benefi-
cial operat ion in the coming change in the law. T h e 
m a n who first s tar ted this pesti lential not ion of dis-
t inguishing u rban f rom other land and the man who first 
spoke of " s i t e v a l u e s " are as bad as Alexander the 
coppersmi th . What , in the n a m e of Lincoln ' s I nn , 
a n d all the other inns, is a site ? A bit of the remotes t 
moor may be a site for a gamekeeper ' s cottage, and the 
t o p of Snowdon is, as everybody knows, the site of an 
hotel. If " site " m e a n s a plot of land occupied by a 
building, t he use of t he phrase " taxat ion of site values " 
implies that we mus t not tax unoccupied land. If I 
were to use l anguage of appropr ia te warmth in condem-
nat ion of the phrase , and you were to pr in t it, no 
respectable person would ever read The Speaker 
again ." 
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In an article entitled " Canada and the General Election," 
by a special correspondent in Ottawa, the Glasgow Herald, 
13/2/06, mentions the Canadian Single Taxers as among 
those who availed themselves of the opportunity of giving 
evidence before the Tariff Commission, appointed by the 
Canadian Government. Th is revision of the Canadian 
Tariff went on simultaneously with the General Election of 
Great Britain, in which the Single Taxers of the country 
also took an active interest, though we are not quite so sure 
that the " special correspondents " of the Canadian news-
papers mentioned the fact. 

* * * 

The Ulster Echo, 20/2/06, reported in a column " Pande-
monium at Belfast Board of Guardians " on the subject of 
Taxation of Land Values. There was what the U. E. de-
scribes a " wild scene of excitement." T h e Chairman ex-
plained that a communication on the question of land values 
had been forwarded by the Town Clerk of Glasgow. H e 
ruled the subject out of order on the ground that the matter 
was purely political. Mr. Murphy rose to speak, but the 
chairman remained firm, put on his hat and coat, lit his 
pipe, and took up a position at the other end of the room. 
T h e Deputy-Chairman and Vice-Chairman also removed to 
the other end of the room. Mr. Savage was moved to the 
chair, and after a fierce discussion the chairman declared 
the motion to sign the petition in favour of taxing land 
values carried. 

* * # 

The Dundalk Democrat and People's Journal, 10/2/06, 
contained one and a half columns of good food on the land 
question, taken largely from our leaflet—" Why do we Tax 
Houses—a plea for the taxation of land values." The article 
is prefaced by a strong appeal to Irishmen in the Town 
Tenants ' League and kindred organisations to take up the 
question in the interests of the people of Ireland. 

* * * 

LIVERPOOL.—A correspondent writes :—It will doubtless 
be of some interest to you to learn that Henry George's 
teachings have borne fruit amongst the staffs of the sedate 
Liverpool Banks. On December n t h last the single tax 
theory was ably set forth at the fortnightly meeting of the 
Liverpool and District Bankers' Insti tute Debating Society, 
by a Mr. Scott, an enthusiastic follower of Henry George, 
and one who has undoubtedly convinced many of his friends 
of the justice of the cause. The leader for the negative, 
shewing the ignorance of economics which is so prevalent 
in the opponents of the theory, advanced all the " s tock" 
prejudices, and offered the astounding argument that it 
would be grossly unfair to tax land of no value. 

Other speakers, though thinking that a small tax would 
be just, declared that they would vote against the single tax, 
as it would throw the burden of taxation on one class which 
already paid more than its share, whilst one gentleman, who 
declared himself " a rabid Socialist," urged that private 
ownership in land should be ended by confiscation. 

Eventually the proposition was lost, but only by a small 
majori ty; yet the followers of the " c a u s e " are gratified by 
the fact that this debate, which was instituted by them, 
brought a betLr and larger attendance, promoted keener 
discussion, and roused more interest than any other which 
the Society has held. 

A R E J O I N D E R TO P R O F E S S O R S M A R T ' S E S S A Y ON T H E 

S I N G L E T A X , BY W M . R . L E S T E R , M.A.—In a notice of this 
pamphlet (by post 3d.) The Public says :— 

" Mr. Lester has produced an exceptionally able and 
lucid reply to Professor Smart's attack, and his pamphlet 
deserves to rank with the best essays in defence of 
Henry George's fiscal proposals." 

OUR OBJECT. 

This journa l exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

The Taxation of Land Values is not a tax on land, 
but on the value of land. Thus it would not fall on 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on that not 
in proportion to the use made of it, but in proportion 
to its value. It would thus be a tax, not on the use 
or improvement of land, but on the ownership of land, 
taking what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments under the Taxation of Land Values 
all value created by individual use or improvement 
would be excluded, and the only value taken into con-
sideration would be the value attaching to the bare 
land by reason of neighbourhood, public improve-
ments, &c. Thus the farmer would have no more 
taxes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot 
erected a valuable building would be taxed no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant. 

The Taxation of Land Values, in short, would call 
upon men to contribute to the public revenues, not in 
proportion to what they produce or accumulate, but 
in proportion to the value of the natural opportunities 
they hold. It would compel them to pay just as 
much for holding land idle as for putting it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) Take the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements, and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government, and greatly 
reduce its cost. 

(3) I t would do away with fines and penalties now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
builds a machine, or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour. I t would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duction or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

It would, on the other hand, by taking for public 
uses that value which attaches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the community, make 
the holding of land unprofitable to the mere owner, 
and profitable only to the user. It would thus make 
it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold 
natural opportunities—such as valuable land—unused 
or only half used, and would throw open to labour 
the illimitable field of employment which the earth 
offers to man. 

BELFAST. 

Lecture on the 
Taxation of Land Values 
( I l lus t ra ted by Lime-Lig-ht Views), by 

Mr. JOHN PAUL, 
Editor "LAND VALUES 

I n t h e U L S T E R U N I O N H A L L , 
T h u r s d a y , 1 5 t h M a r c h , 1 9 0 6 , a t 8 p . m . 

Chairman—Mr. ARTHUR W. METCALFE. 
Q U E S T I O N S I N V I T E D . 
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AFTER TWENTY-ONE YEARS. 
B Y F R E D E R I C K V E R I N D E R . 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of 
Land Values. 

(In the Co-oferative News, 17/2/06.) 

" T h i s proposal ," said Mr . Asqui th , nine m o n t h s ago, in 
suppor t ing the second reading of the L a n d Values Assess-
m e n t and Ra t ing Bill, " which I can remember , without 
going very far back, as having been regarded as the fad of 
economic doctr inaires , has now beh ind it the active and 
growing suppor t of the governing bodies of almost all the 
great u r b a n communi t i es of the k ingdom." My own re-
collect ion of the movement , which probably goes much 
far ther back, and is f o u n d e d upon a more in t imate know 
ledge t han his, entirely confirms that of Mr. Asqui th . 
A b o u t two years before he entered P a r l i a m e n t — t o be pre-
cise, on May 7th, 1884—I was elected by the English Land 
Res tora t ion League, at its first annua l meeting, as its general 
secretary. T h e League (at first called the L a n d Refo rm 
U n i o n ) had been founded , rather more than a year earlier, 
by a band of f r iends who met at each other 's houses to read 
H e n r y George 's " Progress and Poverty," a n d it m a d e its 
appeal to t he k ind of people to whom he had dedica ted 
this, his first great book, " to those who, seeing the vice a n d 
misery tha t spring f rom the unequal dis t r ibut ion of wealth 
and privilege, feel t he possibility of a h igher social state, 
and would strive for its a t t a inment . " O n e of t he first 
enterpr ises of the U n i o n had been to organise a lecture 
campaign th roughout t he country for Mr. George H i s 
recept ion was a very mixed one. H i s mission was blessed 
by Mr. Rusk in , bu t almost universally d e n o u n c e d by the 
press. T h e largest halls in L o n d o n were shut against him, 
and the Liverpool R e f o r m Club first invited h im to a public 
d inner , and then resc inded the invitation as soon as the 
report of his first mee t ing was publ i shed. C a m b r i d g e 
l is tened respectfully, but Oxford me t h im with open hostility. 
Yet the resul t of the campaign was to leave beh ind two 
soc ie t ies—one in L o n d o n and the o ther in Glasgow—which 
have ever since been labour ing to bring into practical 
polit ics t he " f a d s " which Mr. George first m a d e current 
coin. 

I t was at a meet ing of the Gui ld of St. Ma t thew, at St. 
Michael 's , Shoredi tch, in, I think, the winter of 1881-2, tha t 
I had first heard of the publ icat ion of " Progress and 
Poverty ." Almost my first task as secretary of the League 
was to organise a second lectur ing tour for its au thor . I t 
was thus tha t I first me t h im in the a u t u m n of 1884. T h e 
campaign o p e n e d with a series of meet ings in L o n d o n — o n e 
at St. J ames ' s Ha l l was addressed by Miss H e l e n Taylor , 
Mr . Michae l Davitt , and Mr. George, with the pres ident of 
the Scot t i sh League as cha i rman ; and it c losed with a great 
demons t ra t ion in the hear t of the c i ty—the first and last 
ever he ld on the open space in f ront of the Roya l Ex-
change. 

F o r a year or so the work went on along the lines familiar 
to all " agi ta tors ." W e issued leaflets by the h u n d r e d thou-
s a n d ; addressed i n n u m e r a b l e meet ings (of ten small, mostly 
at woiking-men's clubs, at street corners , or in the public 
p a r k s ) ; worried cand ida t e s with ques t ions , edi tors with 
letters, and Par l i ament with peti t ions. Our hon. t reasurer 
( the late William Saunders ) got in to t he H o u s e of C o m m o n s , 
a n d , on March 16th, 1886, succeeded in having the ques t ion 
of land value taxat ion refer red to t he T o w n Hold ings Com-
mit tee. Since t hen a lmost every year has seen a mot ion or 
a Bill before t he H o u s e of C o m m o n s . 

Even in those early days, young a n d hopeful as most of 
us were, we had some sense of the difficulty of the task we 
had unde r t aken . I t used to be said that every great re form 
has to pass th rough th ree s tages—(1) " I t ' s against t he 
teaching of the B i b l e " ; (2) " I t ' s all very well in theory, bu t 
it can' t be d o n e " ; (3) " Tha t ' s what we have been in favour 
of all a long." T h e taxat ion of l and values seems to be in 
its third stage already ; even a Tory H o u s e of C o m m o n s has 
voted for it. Yet it seems not so very long ago tha t t he 
Pall Mall Gazette—Mr. S tead ' s Pall Mall—was conce rned 
for the safety of the eighth c o m m a n d m e n t when Mr. George 
was about . Now, Liberal Associat ions are circulat ing 
George 's " Protec t ion or F r e e T r a d e " as the best answer to 
Mr. Chamber la in , and it is only Mr . Grant Lawson who 
compares the municipal i t ies to Ahab , because they th ink 
they have waited long e n o u g h for t he first ins ta lment of the 
great reform which Mr. George spent his life in advocat ing. 
H a r d l y anyone, except that quaint survival, the honourab le 
m e m b e r for Ho lborn , now even professes to believe that the 
taxat ion of land values is impract icable . In these last 
twenty-one years, I have seen the th ing d o n e — i n South 
Australia, in Queens land , in New Sou th YVales, in New Zea-
land, in G e r m a n y , in Kiaochow. I unde r s t and that some-
thing of t he sort has been d o n e in J apan , largely th rough 
the advocacy of an Amer ican missionary, whose a t ten t ion 
was first called to the impor t ance of t he subject by some 
writings of my own. Even New York has just publ i shed 
its comple te r e tu rn of land values, separately a s sessed— 
the first a n d most difficult s tep towards their separa te tax-
at ion. 

T h e p romot ion of t he taxation of land values f rom the 
street corner , t h rough the munic ipa l counci l chamber a n d a 
sensat ional Genera l Elec t ion , into the f ront rank of pract ical 
politics, is a long story, which begins in 1887. A t the 
annua l mee t ing of t he League in tha t year, it was resolved 
to form " a special commi t t ee of m e m b e r s of the executive 
a n d others , a n d to raise a special fund , " with a view to push-
ing an agitat ion, already set on foot by the League, for the 
munic ipa l taxat ion of land values, which was being suggested 
as a subst i tu te for the L o n d o n Coal Dues , With t he willing 
co-operat ion of the Munic ipa l R e f o r m League , this resul ted 
in t h e format ion of the " U n i t e d Commi t t ee , " of which the 
la te L o r d H o b h o u s e , E a r l C r o m p t o n (now Marqu i s of 
N o r t h a m p t o n ) , and L o r d Monkswel l were successively 
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pres idents . T h e chief service r e n d e r e d to t he cause by this 
c o m m i t t e e dur ing its brief exis tence was the publi-
cat ion of Mr. (now L o r d Jus t i ce ) F le tcher Mou l ton ' s 
pamphle t on " T h e Taxa t ion of G r o u n d Va lues , " of which a 
quarter-of-a-million copies were c i rcu la ted a m o n g L o n d o n 
electors. T h e a lmost i m m e d i a t e o u t c o m e of this was t h e 
election to the first L o n d o n C o u n t y Counci l (1889) of forty 
m e m b e r s of the commi t tee , inc luding seven m e m b e r s of its 
executive, while thirty o the r counci l lors were known to be 
in sympathy with its objects . T h e act ion of the L o n d o n 
Coun ty Counci l , then a n d since, b rough t t he quest ion into 
munic ipa l politics. In recen t years, G lasgow—the head-
quar ters of the Scott ish L e a g u e — h a s taken the lead, always 
with t he act ive suppor t of t he L .C .C . Las t year no less 
than 500 munic ipa l bod ies declared themselves suppor ters 

of a Bill which passed its second read ing by a major i ty of 
90 votes, an increase of 23 over the major i ty in 1904. 
F o u r years ago, a similar Bill h a d been defea ted by a 
major i ty of 71 votes. 

Whi le t he m o v e m e n t was thus ga ther ing s t rength in t he 
towns, t he rural distr icts were no t neglected. In 1891, the 
first " R e d Van " was sent out by the L e a g u e on a mission 
to the count ry villages. Next year the n u m b e r of vans was 
increased to five, and five meet ings were held each night 
dur ing t he s u m m e r in as many villages. T h e work was 
con t inued for more than seven years in t he south, east, and 
mid land counties . T h e late Lord Salisbury though t it de-
serving of special and severe condemna t ion , and L a d y Blake 
saw R e d Revolu t ion stalking " I n the W a k e of the R e d 
Van ." Less p re jud iced observers professed to find good 
results in subsequen t electoral re turns f rom the coun ty divi-
sions in which the mee t ings—over 3,000 of t h e m — h a d been 
held. Certainly the van meet ings had the effect of arousing 
a keen interest in the new parish and district councils , a n d 
brought a political awakening to h u n d r e d s of places which 
h a d never been visited by a Par l iamentary candida te . T h e 
work had to be a b a n d o n e d f rom lack of f u n d s in t he years of 
react ion which closed the century, but the first-hand infor-
mation, carefully col lected and col la ted f rom thousands of 
villages, remains to throw a light on the social condi t ion of 
rural E n g l a n d u n d e r landlordism. 

T h u s t he principles for which the Engl ish L a n d Restora-
tion L e a g u e s tood were m a d e widely known, and f o u n d ac-
ceptance both in town a n d country . But t he League never 
succeeded in popular is ing the term, " land res tora t ion." I t 
had m a d e the publ ic thoroughly familiar with the phrase, 
' taxat ion of land values," and in 1902, recognis ing the 
logic of facts, it e m b o d i e d tha t phrase in its name . A little 
later, the Scott ish L e a g u e followed its example, a n d unde r 
the new n a m e s the old Leagues , with their mon th ly paper , 
Land. Vlines, have con t inued to work and to prosper . 

Yet t he p h e n o m e n a l success which has been achieved in 
so short a t ime is not without its dangers . T r u e , at t he 
recent Gene ra l Elect ion, a lmost every liberal c a n d i d a t e — 
with t he except ion of M r . H a r o l d Cox, a n d pe rhaps one or 
two o the r s—was p ledged to the taxat ion of land values. 
Some of them, like Mr. D u n d a s White , for instance, have 
m a d e a p ro found s tudy of the land quest ion, a n d know what 
economic results are involved in it. M a n y of them put for-
ward t he taxation of l and values, not merely as t he alterna-
tive to Pro tec t ion , bu t also as the only s o u n d founda t ion for 
the solut ion of such press ing social p rob lems as unemploy-
men t and housing. T h e new Premie r has p ledged himself 
not only to s o m e taxat ion of land values for nat ional pur-
poses, bu t also to the ra t ing of l and values, at least in the 
towns a n d urban districts. T h e most impor tan t work in the 
near fu tu re will no t be d o n e on publ ic platforms, but in the 
commit tee - rooms where Bills are draf ted , and in the H o u s e 
where they are discussed. I t is of ex t reme impor t ance that 
when a Bill comes before a Libera l Par l i ament , it should be 
a good o n e — a genu ine s tep in the right d i rect ion. 

T h e munic ipa l confe rences to which we owe so deep a 
deb t of gra t i tude , have h i the r to represen ted the towns almost 
exclusively. I t is of t he first impor t ance tha t t he ru ra l coun-

cils should now be brough t into line, in order that t h e whole 
coun t ry may benefi t by a reform which is as urgently n e e d e d 
in the agricultural as in t he u r b a n districts. T h e towns 
themselves will fail to r eap t he full benef i t of the rat ing of 
land values if it is conf ined within their own borders . T h i s 
much , at least, we have learnt f rom years of wrestl ing with 
the u rban hous ing ques t ion . 
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S c o t t i s h B o t e s a n & I R e w s . 

[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 
column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

O n e result of t he General Elec t ion was the upheaval of an 
" Ant i -Taxat ion of L a n d Values Associat ion," with its head-
quar ters in Glasgow. W e hope next mon th to give their 
views, as publ i shed by themselves, a f ree adver t i sement . If 
Land Values were issued weekly we could chronic le a lot of 
interest ing doings for and against our policy. A few 
thousand p o u n d s would do it, and in our view no bet ter in-
ves tment could be m a d e in the movemen t the world over at 
this t ime. 

* * * 

Bailie Ferguson 's able letter to the Glasgow papers, given 
in ano the r co lumn, was the means of raising qui te a spirited 
controversy in the co lumns of the Glasgow Evening Citizen. 
T h e Bailie, of all men , has the gift of set t ing the enemy's 
teeth on edge, which he has d o n e this t ime in good style. 

T H E R O Y A L T Y Q U E S T I O N . 
L A N D L O R D E X A C T I O N S A N D W O R K E R S ' WAGES. 

T h e Taxat ion of L a n d Values League , Ed inburgh , took 
an act ive part in the Genera l Elect ion. Mr. Edwin A d a m , 
P r e s i d e n t ; Mr. G. D . Valent ine, S e c r e t a r y ; and Mr. 
U m p h e r s t o n addressed fifty meet ings in suppor t of candi-
dates. T h e s e were of all sizes, a n d the average a t t e n d a n c e 
would be about three hundred . Meet ings were addressed 
in mos t parts of Scot land but chiefly in the ne ighbourhood 
of E d i n b u r g h and in the eastern counties. Many of the 
m e m b e r s of Execut ive also spoke f requent ly . T h e subject 
of the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values was everywhere l is tened to 
with m a r k e d and particular interest a n d a s trong apprecia t ion 
of t he impor t ance of the reform, a n d received the enthusi-
astic approba t ion of the meet ings. 

Mr. J o h n Cameron , Coatbr idge , is present ly writing a 
series of articles on " T h e Taxat ion of L a n d Values " for the 
Coatbridge Leader. T h e first article, with a sub-title, 
" T h e A B C of the L a n d Ques t ion ," appeared 10/2/06. 

T h e D u n d e e People's Journal\ 17/2/06, had an informing 
article on " Je r ry -bu i ld ing in Glasgow." Some striking 
ins tances of high pr iced land, provided by the l i terature of 
the Scott ish League for the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values, were 
given. T h e s e " ins tances " t he writer quo ted in order " to 
prove how much of Glasgow's H o u s i n g P r o b l e m is due to 
in iqui tous land laws." 

* » * 

N O T H I N G S U C C E E D S L I K E S U C C E S S . — D u r i n g the course of 
t he Genera l Elec t ion we were kept busy at 13 D u n d a s Street 
answering ques t ions a n d direct ing effort in Glasgow and 
ne ighbourhood , as well as in many const i tuencies th roughou t 
the count ry . Since t he Elec t ion we have been fairly 
i n u n d a t e d with visitors a n d cor respondence f rom all parts, 
seeking informat ion on the quest ion of the hour . For days 
and weeks t he Secretary has been almost entirely absorbed in 
such work . 

* * * 

T h e Scott ish League have b e e n strongly urged of late by 
Irish f r iends to lend a h a n d to br ing the quest ion of taxing 
land values out in to t he open. A meeting, the first of a 
series, is being a r ranged to take place this m o n t h (da te 
not yet fixed) in Belfast , unde r local auspices, when the 
Secretary of the L e a g u e will give a lantern lecture. T h e 
work is pressing here in Scot land, bu t we a re only too 
willing to help all we may our good f r iends in t he E m e r a l d 
Isle. T h e Irish T o w n T e n a n t s ' League seem struggling 
for light on tha gr ievances tha t afflict town dwellers, and 
there is more t han room for t he k ind of spade work tha t 
has m a d e Scot land s t rong for the taxat ion of land values. 

Mr . C. M. Percy, M . I . M . E . , in his well-known pamphle t , 
" Mining Ren t s and Mineral Royal t ies ," calculates, tha t t he 
landowners t ake .no t less ,and p r o b a b l y m o r e t h a n £ 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 
per a n n u m from the Mining Indus t ry of this country in 
Mining Rents , Royalt ies , and Way-Leaves , upon coal, iron-
stone, and l imestone. 

In his " Principles of the M a n u f a c t u r e of I ron a n d Steel," 
Sir I saac Lowthian Bell es t imates tha t the Royal t ies on a ton 
of pig-iron f rom ironstone, coal, &c., a m o u n t to about , i n — 

Eng land , Cleveland District , - 3/6 a T o n . 
11 C u m b e r l a n d District , - 6/3 n 

Scot land, - . 6/ n 
Belgium, . - - - 1 /3 and 1/4 n 
France , 8d. 11 
Germany , - - . - - 6d. n 

HOW IT WORKS OUT. 
T h e bu rden of Royal ty our Min ing Indus t ry labours u n d e r 

has been figured out in this w a y — O n every ton of iron-ore 
brought to the surface a royalty of 2/6 is paid, on every ton 
of coal 9d. T h e s e sums vary in different localities, t he 
figures quo ted are abou t the average. T o yield o n e ton of 
pig iron two tons of ore are required, and two tons of coal 
are used in the process T w o tons of iron-ore at 2/6 per 
ton is 5/ , two tons of coal at 9d. a ton is 1/6. L imes tone is 
also used a n d a special kind of brick. T h e s e also pay 
royalty. T a k e in what are called way-leaves, and we find 
tha t when one ton of pig-iron is p roduced the landowner 
has pocke ted abou t 7/ in the shape of royalty. T o turn 
this pig-iron into steel rails o ther two tons of coal are 
required . T h i s means ano the r 1/6 for coal. A n d as it takes 
more than a ton of pig-iron to m a k e a ton of steel rails, and 
as in this latter process o ther mater ials such as l imestone, 
firebrick, a n d ganister are employed , these also paying 
royalty, we will find if we add the whole together that the 
total royalty or t r ibute pa id to the landlord on o n e ton of 
steel rails comes to abou t 10/. 

THE LANDLORD AND THE WORKERS' WAGES. 
A S H I P P I N G I L L U S T R A T I O N . 

Take , for example, one of those famous g reyhounds of the 
Atlantic, say the S.S. " Campan ia . " T h e vessel is 28,000 
horse-power, and consumes 500 tons of coal per day of 24 
hours. 

T h e r o u n d tr ip f rom Liverpool to New York a n d back 
takes 13 days unde r s team. 

T h e coal consumed is equal to 6 ,500 tons. 
T h e royalty at 9d. per ton is equal to £ 2 4 3 for each 

round trip. 
T h e wages of a fireman is at t he rate of £ 5 a month , or 

3 /4 a day ; the wages of a t r immer £ 4 10/, or 3/ a day. 
T h e royalty, the landlord 's share, on each day's consump-

tion, is £ 1 8 15s. 
T h r e e shillings for t he t r immer who works. 
T h r e e h u n d r e d and seventy-five shillings for the landlord 

who does not work. 
T h e ship carries 72 firemen and 52 t r immers. 
T h e wages of 72 firemen for t 3 days amount to £ 1 5 6 . 
T h e wages of 52 t r immers for 13 days a m o u n t to £ 1 0 5 . 
T h e royalty pa id to t he landlord amoun t s to £ 2 4 3 . 
T h e firemen a n d t r immers work hard for their miserable 

wages. Wha t do the landlords give for their princely share ? 
N O T H I N G . P ic ture to yourself some facetious book-keeper 
in a shipping office writing in his cash book this i t e m — P a i d 
to mine-owner for permission to go over the Atlantic, £ 2 4 3 
—-and you get at once the t ruth a n d the grim h u m o u r of the 
si tuation. I t is protect ion f rom the spoliation of landlordism 
tha t t he workers need , and the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values, 
which includes min ing rents , royalties, a n d way-leaves, will 
bring the much-needed relief f rom this injurious burden . 

Published as a 2-page leaflet by " Land Values " Publication Depart-
ment, 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow. No. 33. Price 3/ per 1000. 
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A S C O T T I S H P A R I S H M I N I S T E R A N D T H E 
L A N D P R O B L E M . 

T A X A T I O N O F L A N D V A L U E S . 

T h e first of a series of month ly lectures on social ques t ions 
(we quo te verbat im f tom the Falkirk Herald, 9 /12 /05) was 
given in D e n n y (Stirl ingshire) Par ish C h u r c h on Sunday 
evening by the Rev. Alex. Maca ra . Since Mr. Macara ' s 
appo in tmen t to t he impor tan t charge of Denny Parish, just 
a year ago, he has a imost c rowded his chu rch with large 
congregat ions, and as h e holds p r o n o u n c e d views on certain 
social ques t ions affecting the people 's welfare, t he congrega-
tion on Sunday evening was one of the largest ever behe ld 
in the church , there be ing scarcely a single vacant seat in 
t he gallery. After discussing the 5 th chap te r of Isaiah, and 
the social condi t ions, t he Rev. Mr . Maca ra said the land 
quest ion was an old one, a n d yet tha t day it was new. I t 
was not simply a political o n e — f o r h e did not br ing into t he 
pulpit such s u b j e c t s — b u t it was a mora l and religious ques-
tion. T h e r e was that day a congest ion of popula t ion , with 
its a t t endan t vice and c r ime in Great Bri tain, not because 
there was not room enough in t he count ry to live, bu t 
because so m u c h of the l and of t h e na t ion was in t he hands 
of a few, and m u c h of it f o rmed preserves and deer forests 
instead of the happy h o m e s of t he chi ldren of God . N o 
one was just if ied in keep ing land so as to prevent it being 
adminis te red to the whole body of humani ty . F o u r things 
be longed to man in this life, a n d these four th ings were the 
earth, t he air, t he water, and the light. Mr. Macara ably 
ske tched the history of t he feudal sys tem as it existed in this 
country, and how land was conf iscated and h a n d e d to others 
for assisting the Crown in party wars. H e also deal t with 
the m a n n e r in which the m o n k s laid ho ld of the l and af ter 
the fashion prevailing at R o m e , when in course of t ime, 
m o n k s became the great monopol isers of the soil. T h r o u g h 
t ime an overthrow c a m e with the great revolut ionary move-
ments , bu t no twi ths tanding all the conf isca t ions of land, no 
improvement in the condi t ion of t he people occur red . I n 
E n g l a n d at the present t ime more than 150 million acres of 
land were held by abou t 18,000 proprietors , a n d in Scot land 
about 2,000 persons held 11 million acres, which was abou t 
two-thirds of the soil. T h e H i g h l a n d s of Scot land had been 
tu rned into grouse moors a n d dee r forests, while a century 
ago it was t he h o m e of the best of their men . T h e land 
quest ion was at t he root of all their social evils. At the 
present m o m e n t it was s ta ted there were 1,000,000 genuinely 
unemployed men in the city of L o n d o n who were not in 
receipt of parish relief. T h i s sight in L o n d o n was a vivid 
p ic ture of the state of all t he great cities, a n d if it were not 
for the solidarity and t h e religious impulse of t he people, 
there would be some th ing like a revolut ion, such as was 
happen ing in Russ ia at the present day. T h e y were told 
by the great major i ty of t h e u n e m p l o y e d that they did not 

want " to be fed," the cry being in L o n d o n for work, a n d not 
for charity. W h e r e could this work be readily got ? F o r 
an answer he t u rned back to Isaiah, a n d Isaiah answered 
" Back to the land." So if land could no t readily be got, 
then tax it. A tax on land would relieve many o ther 
sources of revenue, a n d would also bring land in to the 
market and greatly encourage industry . I n concluding, he 
counsel led all to do someth ing to br ing in a new era, when 
the good things of the ear th would be justly divided a m o n g 
the people of the ear th. 

T H E S P E C U L A T O R I N A D V A N C E . 

In new countries, where land is abundant and labour greatly 
needed, the cry of poverty and want of employment is also heard, 
and for the same reason ; the speculator has gone in advance of 
the immigrant and put up the price of the sources of production.— 
Miss Emily Lindsay, in February Land Values. 

W h e n the people of C a n a d a opened u p the great N o r t h 
West for se t t lement at a cost of h u n d r e d s of mill ions of 
dollars, it was fondly imagined that by this means f ree land 
would be available for all comers, a n d every year t he de-
pa r tmen t of Immigra t ion spends h u n d r e d s of t housands to 
advert ise in E u r o p e the resources and oppor tuni t ies of our 
Grea t Wes t . 

As a result, thousands are crowding our shores in search 
of the free l and promised by our government , to find what ? 
Only to find tha t all land anywhere near shipping facilities 
has been given away to railways or sold to land companies . 

O n e land company has a full page adver t i sement in one of 
t he city dailies, offering 2,000,000 acres of the best land 
at f rom $8 t o $10 an acre. 

T h e C . P . R . offer millions more, at prices of f rom $5 up-
wards, according to location, and dozens of land compan ies 
and syndicates have bought f rom the gove rnmen t the privil-
ege of holding u p incoming settlers. 

All these companies not only do not limit their sales to 
actual settlers, but actually urge o ther speculators to buy, 
so that they too can get a fur ther payment for the right to 
farm in the N o r t h West territories. 

Everywhere you go you find the actual settlers are sur-
r o u n d e d by great s t re tches of vacant land owned and held 
for a rise. 

Ou t s ide of E d m o n t o n you may r ide for miles wi thout 
finding more than an odd farm house, yet the l and is all 
owned and held for purposes of speculat ion. 

W h e n single taxers talk of land monopoly in Onta r io , 
they are told to go to t he Nor th West and get all t h e land 
they want for nothing, yet twenty years or so after t he com-
plet ion of the C . P . R . , a l though there a re scarcely 500,000 
persons in the territories and Mani toba , all the l and any-
where near the railways is monopol ised , and can only be used 
by paying blackmail to the forestaller.—CANADIAN SINGLE 
TAXER, J a n u a r y , 1 9 0 6 . 

Makers to 
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" BACK T O T H E LAND." 
B Y C O U N C I L L O R J O H N F E R G U S O N , G L A S G O W . 

(Appearing in the Glasgow evening papers 12/2/06.) 

M o r e than a whole generat ion has passed beh ind the veil 
s ince I first used the above caption as the " in hoc signo 
vinces " of a campaign to restore to the people their inalien-
able right in British law, in economic science, in historic 
fact, a n d above all, by the Divine decree. C o b d e n inspired 
me to work for the same f reedom of the ins t rument of pro-
duc t ion which he had won for its products , and at a still 
earlier per iod of my life Professor Cliffe Leslie had taught 
m e the principles of the great social conflict, which, if the 
people failed to win, this country could no longer maintain 
a first p lace amongs t commercia l or prosperous nations. 

T h e public have s o m e knowledge of the con tempt and 
scorn, which, f rom the t ime of that able worldling and poli-
tical Sadducee , Alexander Russell , were poured upon our 
m o v e m e n t by the great editors, and here to-day incarnate 
and an irresistible power about to become enshr ined upon 
the s ta tu te book is the doctr ine so long despised and rejected 
by the British Phil is t ine and the worldly wise. 

T h e Corpora t ion ofGlasgow has received 400 petit ions, each 
signed with the great seal of a Corporat ion. Others are 
pour ing in at the rate of a dozen per day. T h e s e will be 
submi t t ed to the P r ime Minister by a deputa t ion f rom the 
great organisat ion of municipali t ies which the Corpora t ion of 
Glasgow gave me the power a n d means to call in to existence. 
As Manches te r has the honour of being the city that won 
Free T rade , so Glasgow will in history s tand as the originat-
ing force that re-established the ancient principle T h e Land 
for the People, which at no distant date will make the British 
ci t ies—as many German towns are to-day—rate free. T h e 
pet i t ions will be presented to Par l iament . 

As indicat ion of the earnes tness of the British cities, over 
^ 6 0 0 have been sent our Town-Clerk f rom a number of 
them, a n d instruct ions given us to issue a fresh levy for a 
similar amoun t . Wi th high ideals of honour , though we 
never asked th i s—indeed , we said at the L o n d o n convent ion 
proudly our great city was willing to pay all t he costs of the 
c a m p a i g n — t h e Delegates declared their Corpora t ions would 
and mus t cont r ibute . T h e Glasgow Delega tes—our present 
Lord Provost , ex-Treasurer Gray, and myself—fel t p roud of 
this un ique compl imen t to our city, proving the respect in 
which it was held as t he source of the great movement . 

I n a few days the delegates will meet in L o n d o n to secure 
votes for the ballot, so tha t our Bills may again c o m e before 
Par l iament , a n d chal lenge the support of the overwhelming 
mass of m e m b e r s p ledged to vote for them. F r o m J o h n o' 
Groats to Land ' s E n d the people showed at the election 
that our 40 years ' agitation had , like the 40 years in the 
desert , c rea ted a people fit to enter in and take possession 
of t he l and the Lord their God had given them. 

W e have a friendly Government . W e carr ied our bills 
th ree t imes against an unfr iendly one. Like myself, most 
of our delegates are Radicals , a n d strong supporters of Sir 
H e n r y Campbel l -Bannerman, but this reform is not a mat te r 
of polit ics but pu re science. Some of our best men are 
Conservat ives—Liverpool , Salford, Bolton, and other muni-
cipalities send Conservat ive delegates (amongst t he most re-
respected, useful, and regular). W e must, therefore, proceed 
with the present Gove rnmen t as with the p a s t ; but we can-
not avoid feeling that we shall have aid instead of opposi-
t ion in get t ing our bills into Commi t t ee . 

T h e Corpora t ion of Glasgow has also ano ther big land 
reform on h a n d . I t is confounded with the taxation of 
land values in the publ ic mind . I t is a purely Scott ish 
reform. I ts objec t is t h e cheapening of sale and transfer. 
T h e public will no doub t r emember the jokes, some good-
natured , not a few malicious and in tended to wound, which 
some of the press f o u n d it easier to make at my expense 
than to explain the na ture of " the big parcel of dirty docu-
ments beh ind which B e n b u r b had concealed himself." T h e 

big parcel represented ^ 6 9 0 paid by the Corpora t ion for 
examining them to lawyers when purchas ing Robroys ton 
farm. Were we to sell it to-morrow, ano ther ^ 6 9 0 would 
have to be paid ; but by a nat ional law of sale and transfer, 
as in Germany , France , Australia, &c. a few shillings would 
pay the legal charges. T h e public may r e m e m b e r Sauchie-
hall Street, even though it is three or four years o l d — ^ 2 5 , 0 0 0 
paid by the city, of which nearly . £ 1 0 , 0 0 0 were legal charges, 
arising chiefly out of an abomnib le state of the law. Well, 
if ever a labourer is to be able to buy an acre of land , we 
must m a k e our laws as in Denmark , Germany , &c., tha t t he 
purchase will be as easy and as costless as a cow in t he 
market . T h e Town-Clerks of the Scott ish burghs a re the 
C o m m i t t e e — I am the c o n v e n e r — a n d I'll keep this well 
before both the people and the Government . T h e T o w n 
Clerk of E d i n b u r g h is prepar ing our Bill. W h e n ready, I ' ll 
take care it soon comes before Par l i ament . 

I told H e n r y George 25 years ago we would b e the first 
country in the world to carry " the restorat ion of t he land to 
the people by the appropr ia t ion of the unea rned inc rement . " 
I was wrong ; we are left beh ind completely. Australia, 
New Zealand, and Germany , have all the taxat ion of land 
values in operat ion with immense success. New York and 
Berlin, the two greatest municipali t ies in the world, have just 
begun the operat ion. Germany, in addi t ion to the tax upon 
land values, is imposing a tax of in some cases 20 per cent, 
upon unea rned increment . T h a t wideawake people is not 
going to allow the increased value of land created by t ram-
ways or o ther public expendi ture to be confiscated, as it 
grows by private speculators , whilst rates and taxes keep in-
creasing until they b e c o m e a b u r d e n too great to bear . We 
must c o m e u p with these wise compet i tors of ours . Our 
merchan t s are finding profits diminishing, and as a conse-
quence they want wages to t end downwards. But in one 
way only can this bu rden be eased, i.e., by the appropr ia t ion 
to the payment of the rates and taxes of land values created 
by the whole communi ty . We mus t protect the communi ty 
in the use of its property just as we must protect t he indi-
vidual in the use and en joymen t of all he creates by his 
labour or capital. 
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" F O R TO-DAY."* 

P o e m s b y F r a n c e s M a r g a r e t Milne. 

In this small vo lume of p o e m s are to be f o u n d t r ibutes of 
praise to H e n r y George, Wm. T . Croasdale , J a m e s H . 
Barry, T o m L. Johnson , which mark at once " T h e Single 
Tax Poe tess . " In 1887, when H e n r y George s tar ted a 
weekly p r o p a g a n d a paper in N e w York called " T h e 
Standard , " there immedia te ly sprung u p a round him a 
n u m e r o u s b a n d of able disciples. T o us in Scot land that 
band seemed as wonder fu l as t he m a n whose genius had 
called t hem forth. A m o n g them was the au tho r of this 
book, F r a n c e s Margare t Milne, to whose occasional verses 
appear ing in " T h e S t a n d a r d " we looked forward with the 
keenest interest . T h o s e occasional verses with m a n y others 
have now been pub l i shed for the first t ime in book form 
and should be welcomed by all social reformers . 

T h e m o v e m e n t for t h e Single Taxa t ion of L a n d Values 
has had a chequered career. At the beginning, m e n imbued 
with its d e e p en thus iasm and unde r t he inf luence of H e n r y 
George 's intellect a n d emot ion , t hough t they had but to 
enter politics and carry all before t h e m . Mr. George and 
his best disciples d id not th ink that , a n d the result was 
grave differences of opin ion and a split in the growing party 
arising in the U n i t e d States. At tha t t ime s o m e o n e said 
tha t H e n r y George be longed to a party, and Mrs. Milne, in 
a letter of approval of Mr. George 's course, written to the 
" S tanda rd " office, wrote in re ference to the party t a u n t : — 
" Belonged to a par ty ," she exclaimed : " Belonged to a 
party I N o ! No t even a nation, not even an era can 
claim h i m — h e belongs to t he world 1 to all t ime ! " 

Mr . George repl ied (March 7, 1880), and n o n e but Mrs. 
Mi lne saw this letter till a f ter his dea th : — " I am very glad 
to know that you approve of my course , a n d I thank you 
for your good o p i n i o n ; but , to speak frankly, I do not like 
the ext ravagance of your praise. T h i s is not affectation, 
such praise is the deadl ies t poison tha t can be offered to the 
h u m a n soul, and were I ever to accept it my power would 
soon be gone. Wha t power I have conies f rom the fact 
tha t I know my own w e a k n e s s ; a n d when duty lay on me 
have nei ther feared b l ame nor sought praise. If you shall 
survive me, as in the order of N a t u r e will be t he case, then, 
when you have heard tha t I am dead , and it can be said of 
me, he ' h a s fought a good fight, he has kep t t he faith, ' 
write m e a requ iem song of gladness and hope ." 

After t he dea th of Mr. George, Mrs. Mi lne wrote the fol-
lowing poem, the first in t h e book now before us :— 

* " F o r To-Day," by Frances M. Milne. Price 6/. Order from these 
Offices. 

HE KEPT T H E FAITH—(October 29th, 1897). 

Hast thou a requiem strain, 
Glad, free, and strong? 

Meet for the glorious life 
Sorrow would wrong. 

Tears for the vanquished, the weak, 
Crushed in the fray; 

This is a conqueror's soul 
Passing to-day. 

Joy ! that the race has been run 
To its proud goal! 

Ah ! how serenely his rest 
Smiles at our dole. 

Tears for a people bereft; 
Honour and love 

For the beloved of his heart, 
This we may prove. 

Here, with heads bared to the skies, 
Pledge we again 

Faith to the leader who died 
For the manhood of men. 

So shall his joy be fulfilled ; 
So shall his name 

Kindle our hearts as of old— 
Vital as flame ! 

No ! let the dirge be unsung— 
Anthems instead ! 

Why, when his guerdon is won, 
Mourn we him dead ? 

Lord ! for Thy Prophet beloved, 
Render we praise ! 

Father in Heaven ! Thy will 
Hallow our days. 

T h i s inc ident shows the spirit of H e n r y George a n d the 
enthus iasm of his disciples. They worked not with a poli-
tician but with a p rophe t a n d economist . To-day he does 
indeed belong, no t to a nat ion or to an era, bu t to t he world 
and to all t ime. T h e reading of Mrs. Milne 's p o e m s has 
been to us like a breath of moun ta in air on the arid deser t 
of to-day. T h e y are simple in style and expression a n d owe 
noth ing to tricks of rhyme or want of rhyme. Some of t he 
poems are of very high order , and indica te that t he writer 
might have been " basking in the warm sunsh ine of the brief 
day," the poet of the e s t h e t i c circle. T h e poem n a m e d 
" T h e Pass ing of t he Village (in California ") is o n e of the 
finest in a book that has many fine songs. I t bears us into 
the past , the village life of Ca l i fo rn ia ; indeed, the village 
life of any land, and shows in metr ic verse the change from 
s imple to complex, from rural to u rban condi t ions . T o 
those who are heart weary, who think things are slow to 
move, are becoming somewhat pessimistic, we c o m m e n d this 
book. I t is a bracing tonic for such. T o all who are 
working and struggling for a be t te r condi t ion of things, Mrs. 
Mi lne aids with hope wedded to sweet melody. 
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T H E M E N A C E OF PRIVILEGE.* 
B Y H E N R Y G E O R G E , J U N . 

A Review by the " Glasgow Herald" 15/2/06. 
Many people suppose, when they read of American millionaires and 

their pranks that the American people are content to have it so, and 
because everybody is well off have no special grievance against those 
who monopolise so vast a share of the country's wealth, and use it, 
wisely or foolishly, at their good pleasure. This book, written by 
Henry George's son, is a proof that all Americans are not content, 
euher with the existing social system, or with Protectionism, and that 
some of them are thinking how inequalities may be redressed, and all 
the people made really prosperous and happy, which, notwithstanding 
high wages, they are not. 

Mr. George puts in a compact form most of the information that is 
needed to form a just judgment on millionairistn, discovers the root 
cause of the phenomenon, and then suggests what he considers a certain 
cure. America, once the land of equality, is now the land of inequality. 
The people were equal once because access to the land was easy ; now 
land is monopolised, and the bosses are the landowners and those who 
assume a right of property in natural opportunities which they have 
bought with the price of the earth in which they lie, and can dole out 
at their own price. A small lot at the corner of Broadway, New York, 
which in 1827 sold for §18,000, sold in 1905 for §700,000. The assets 
of the U.S. Steel Corporation were valued at 600 million dollars, but 
the combine was floated at 1300 million. Mr. Schwab explained the 
discrepancy by saying that the Trust owned or controlled natural oppor-
tunities worth at least 800 millions—iron and limestone lands, coal and 
natural gas fields. The reason why the stock went down was that the 
land ownership underneath the Trust was not extensive enough. But 
Mr. Carnegie's fortune—which is bonds, not shares—rests upon a mono-
poly of natural opportunities. These are types of the facts that Mr. 
George uses for his demonstration. He shows how other millionaires, 
from Astor to Morgan, have made their vast forlunes. Morgan is de-
scribed as the head of the Princes of Incorporating and Financing 
Privilege. 

These men who play so freely with the wealth of a people are em-
powered to do what they do by the fact that they "possess special 
advantages created or sanctioned by Government—advantages which 
have been placed in four categories :— 

(1.) Ownership of natural opportunities; 
(2.) Taxes on production and its fruits ; 
(3.) Franchise grants ; 
(4.) Powers to manipulate the general finances and juggle the general 

market, and also court immunities, which powers, when not expressly 
created, are at least fostered by the Government." 

We shall not say that Mr. George succeeds entirely in showing that 
any change in the laws would break the power of these combines and 
financiers. But he has no difficulty in proving that such a monopoly as 
the United States anthracite field, being worked by restriction of output 
for high prices, is contrary to the general good, seeing that consumer 
and labourer would alike benefit by public ownership, and even by a 
different kind of private ownership. He adds to the interest of his 
book by disclosing some of the facts that point to the demoralisation of 
the millionaire class, and of the infection their habits and very existence 
spread through the community. He indicates some facts that point to 
a turning back of the hands of democracy, and to an attempt on the 
part of the privileged to monopolise political as well as financial power. 
It is among them that the phrase " Intelligence must govern " is current 
and Mr. George naturally dreads its implications. 

The poor and the oppressed, the vast mass who live in fear of poverty, 
are represented with equal vividness as victims of the system which 
makes the millionaires all powerful. Those who thinks Protection 
makes work, high wages, and universal prosperity should read the 
chapters under this head. A less serious effort is made to charge ihe 
extravagances of American Trade Unionism to the existence of privil-
ege, bolstered up by the law. But there can be no question about the 
illuminating value of the section of the book headed " Weapons of 
Privilege." There we learn what we cannot but believe to be the 
essential truth about the dominance of the law courts by Trust lawyers— 
since the Trusts employ the best men and the best men reach the bench 
—and the connection between that fact and the extraordinary develop-
ment of the use of the " injunction" as a masters' weapon against 
strikers. 

The details given are most instructive, and so are the larger particu-
lars of the recent uses of the Federal Army, nominally to put down 
riots and support law and order, really, as Mr. George contends, to 
coerce strikers. Militarism seems to have a meaning of its own in the 
States, where, according to Mr. George, "more and more in the 
armouries [Militia] in our large cities the 'riot drill' is displacing 
thought of defence against foreign invasion." Then follow chapters 011 
the dominance of politics by the privileged class, on the bondage of the 
press, on the dependence of the pulpit, on the centralisation of Govern-
ment, &c.—all pertinent in their way, though obviously to some extent 
coloured by partisan Democratic views. 

Finally, foreign aggression is directly related to Privilege, through 
the centralisation of the Government which permits of i t ; the people 

* " T h e Menace of Privilege. A Study of the Danger to the Re-
public from the existence of a Favoured Class." By Henry George, 
jun., 6s. 6d. net. (New York : The Macmillan Co). 

are warned that they are going the same way as the demoralised civilis-
ations of the past : and then the author presents his cures. Tax land 
values up to the hilt, he says, and corporations like the Steel Trust 
would collapse like a house of cards ; and " taxing economic rent into 
the public treasury would destroy monopoly of na;ural opportunities in 
the urban centres just as it would destroy land monopoly elsewhere." 
For the rest, the tariff must go, and " all railroads and other forms of 
public highway where free competition cannot be maintained should 
not be in private, but in public hands." 
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" O U R POLICY." 
" W e w o u l d s i m p l y t a k e fo r t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs 

to t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s t o l a n d b y t h e 
g r o w t h of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l eave s a c r e d t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
a l l t h a t b e l o n g s t o t h e indiv iduaL"—Henry George. 

T H E GENERAL ELECTION. 

A M O N J the items of the celebrated Newcastle Pro-
gramme, there appeared "The Taxation of Land 
Values." Since then Governments and parties have 
changed, questions have come and questions have 
gone, but there has been no diminution of the volume 
of sentiment behind this question. The last Liberal 
Government equalised the Death Duties, and Sir 
William Harcourt said that if they had remained 
longer in office he would have tried his hand at the 
taxation of land values. It now lies with Sir William 
Harcourt's successor, supported as he is by a majority 
such as Sir William would hardly have dreamed of, to 
carry out this long-delayed but fundamental reform. 

The Elections in Scotland were fought mainly on 
two questions—"Free Trade" and "The Taxation of 
Land Values "—which was first would be difficult to 
say, to us they are involved in each other. Without 
a policy of free imports we cannot have the policy we 
desire carried out, a policy in which every form of 
enterprise will be free from taxation and the revenues 
of the country based on the social values which attach 
to land. Without the Taxation of Land Values we 

have not " Free Trade" in the fullest sense of that 
term. The non-taxing of goods at the coast-lines of 
a country, but the taxation of innumerable goods 
within a country is only a kind of Free Trade, always 
better than any form of Protection, it is true, but still 
wanting in the logic and results of a true Free 
Trade. 

" The widow is gathering nettles for her children's 
dinner," says Carlyle; " a perfumed seigneur, delicately 
lounging in the oeil-de-bceuf, hath an alchemy whereby 
he will extract from her the third nettle, and call it 
rent." 

Will the nature of the thing be altered if we call 
the exaction taxation or rates, and if instead of a 
perfumed seigneur we have the unscented tax collector, 
the representative of democracy ? Liberalism has now 
got sufficient driving power, and the first stage in the 
establishment of a just and therefore scientific system 
of taxation is possible. 

The Leagues and advocates of the Taxation of Land 
Values have made it certain that the time of the 
Government will not entirely be taken up with land-
lord relief Bills, buying deer forests and certain 
mountain sides and straths for crofters, with unem-
ployed purchase of land schemes, &c., &c. Their 
names are legion. Some discussion of these schemes 
is probably unavoidable. People who are desirous of 
living will gladly pay the barnacles who live on them 
for permission to use a little bit of God's earth, and the 
barnacles are so numerous and so afraid that they will 
doubtless take something less than the skin of the 
people. Radicals and Socialists even, are in favour 
of such land-purchase schemes, which in the long 
run make the real problems of social life, the prob-
lems of unemployment and poverty, more and more 
difficult of solution by stiffening the values of land. 

What is desirable is a general tax on land 
values. A small general tax would be better than a 
large partial tax say on urban lands only. It would 
have more social effect by lowering the values of 
land and bringing land into use. The Rating Authori-
ties are determined to have local powers to tax land 
values. It is only just that they should have such 
powers, but the advantages of the mere urban taxation 
of land values, effective as they will be, will not be so 
great as the effect of taxation of both urban and rural 
land values. Why not give all assessing bodies 
power to tax land values ? Is there any distinction 
other than that of quantity between the value of town 
land and the value of country land. 

The English and Scottish Leagues for the Taxation 
of Land Values and their adherents are looking for 
something being done now. It is a long cry from the 
time of the Newcastle Programme. In the dark days 
when nothing was heard but the cry of the " patriots,'' 
we were busy educating the mass of the people on 
this question and preparing the way for the great 
revival. Is it too much to expect now a decent 
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instalment of land value taxation, and will we have it 
before the needy squires and the greedy land specu-
lators come with their land purchase schemes ad 
infinitum ? This is our hope, and it should be 
realised if only our supporters and co-workers every-
where in the movement will see to it that all their 
good influence is brought to bear on their representa-
tives in Parliament and in local council. 

W.C. 

following part iculars of the rent cha rged dur ing t h e past 
century for a " proper ty in the S t r and :— 

1818, - - £ 1 4 0 
1840, - - - - - 155 
1856, . - - - - ' 400 
1870, - - - - - 5 ° ° 
1885, 600 
1890, - - - - - 650 

T h e bui ld ing remained dur ing the whole period, a n d the 
owner spent nothing on it . T h e increase of value was d u e 
solely to t he increased value of t he site. 

E N G L I S H N E W S A N D NOTES. 
[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

T h e r e is promise of an active branch of the League in 
Manches t e r and district . Forty-two m e m b e r s have already 
been enrol led ( including four member s of Par l iament) , and 
many of them are keen a n d able advocates of the taxation 
of land values. T h e subject is being kept alive in the 
district by Manches te r progressives. 

T h e r e are many known friends in the district, f rom whom 
noth ing has yet been heard in reply to the recent circular 
s igned by Mr. Z immerman and o t h e r s ; a n d there are 
probably many other f r iends of the movement , not yet known 
to us, who would like to join the Branch. We appeal to all 
of t h e m to give all the help they can to the Manches te r 
f r iends who are moving in the matter . N a m e s and sub-
scriptions of new member s should be sent to the London 
office, 376, Strand, W.C . 

» # » 

Mr. Har ry Verney, cand ida te for the Basingstoke division 
of H a n t s , both at the Genera l Elect ion and at the pending 
bye-election, and Mr. J o e Clayton, his agent, are bo th 
m e m b e r s of the League. Mr. Verney came within 120 
votes of success in this Tory const i tuency in J anua ry . H e l p 
in t h e contest f rom those members who are able to give it 
will be welcomed. 

* * * 

U n d e r the title of " Af ter Twenty-one Years ," the General 
Secretary has con t r ibu ted to the Co-operative News (Feb . 17), 
a brief review of t he progress m a d e by the movemen t in 
E n g l a n d since 1884. In the same paper Mr. A. H . Weller 
is main ta in ing a co r respondence on the taxation of land 
values. Mr . E. Ha tz fe ld has been render ing a similar 
service to the cause in the cor respondence co lumns of the 
L o n d o n Daily News. 

* * * 

A Bill to provide for the separate assessment and rating of 
land values has been in t roduced into t he Bi rmingham 
" P a r l i a m e n t " by Mr. Alderson, and passed its second 
reading by 75 votes to 27. 

* * * 

A L o n d o n m e m b e r of the League writes : — " T h e following 
example of the evil effect of private landlordism may interest 
you. A fr iend of mine, wishing to purchase a plot of abou t 
one quar ter of an acre in the ne ighbourhood of R e d Hil l , 
appl ied to the " o w n e r , " who asked £ 4 3 1 5s. for the p lo t— 
at the rate of per acre. As a mat ter of fact, t h e 
present value of the land for building purposes is abou t 
£ 1 0 0 0 per acre. T h e result is, unless my f r iend can 
purchase at a reasonable price elsewhere, he will be unab le 
to bui ld a house for himself, as he is desirous to d o ; which 
m e a n s less work for architect , builder, a n d workpeople, 
p roduct ion being checked at the source." 

* • * 

In a recent lec ture on the rat ing of land values, Mr. G. 
L. G o m m e , Clerk to t he L o n d o n Coun ty Council , gave the 

Our a rden t co-worker, Joseph Legget t , writes f rom San 
Francisco, to our L o n d o n office : — " T h e work of our great 
leader, T o m L. Johnson , in Cleveland, is beginning to pro-
d u c e far-reaching effects t h roughou t this Repub l i c . T h e 
American people are beg inning to recognise t he t ru th of 
Mr. George 's s ta tement , m a d e at the World 's Fair at 
Chicago in 1893, that ' the single taxers a lone know what to 
do and how to d o it.' Mr. J o h n s o n has won the appel la t ion 
of ' the man who does things, ' a n d he is generally regarded 
as ' the best Mayor of the best governed city in the U n i t e d 
States. ' I th ink that the next legislature of this State, which 
will meet abou t a year f rom now, will submit to the voters of 
the State an a m e n d m e n t to the const i tut ion providing for 
local opt ion in taxation. I believe such an a m e n d m e n t is 
sure of adopt ion . W h e n we get it we shall be in a good 
deal bet ter position than New Zealand now is. Our pro-
gress is aggravatingly slow, but it is sure and s teady." 

* * * 

T h e Darl ington T o w n Counci l d iscussed the ques t ion of 
Rat ing L a n d Values, on J anua ry 30th . T h e proposa l to 
peti t ion in favour of such rat ing was defea ted . 

* * * 

Meet ings have been addressed dur ing February by the 
General Secretary at Croydon and St. Margare t ' s -on-Thames ; 
by Mr. W. R . Lester at A l e x a n d r i a ; by the Rev . Stewart 
D. H e a d l a m at Manches te r and G l a s g o w ; by Mr. C. H . 
Smithson at T h o r n t o n and Halifax ; and by Mr. F . Skirrow 
at Keighley, Clayton Heights , a n d Skipton. 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.T.L.V. 

To understand the SOCIAL PROBLEM 
READ T H E 

EPOCH=MAKING NOVEL, 
" T H E G O D O F T H I S W O R L D " : 

A S t o r y fo r t h e T i m e s . 

B y J O H N B. M I D D L E T O N. 

W H A T " O L I V E R T W I S T ' ' D I D FOR B U M B L E D O M -

W H A T " U N C L E TOM'S C A B I N ' ' D I D F O R 

S L A V E R Y -

" T H E GOD OF T H I S W O R L D " W I L L DO F O R T H E 
F O R C E S W H I C H N O W OPPOSE T H E 

S O C I A L E M A N C I P A T I O N O F T H E P E O P L E . 

Once in your hands you will not rel inquish it unti l you 
have devoured its contents . I t is a work of absorb-
ing interest . 

L O N D O N : 

KEGAN PAUL, T R E N C H , T R U B N E R & CO., 
Ltd., Dryden House, Soho. 

A n d a l l B o o k s e l l e r s . 
P U B L I S H E D A T 3 / 6 . 
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John Colder^ d Co. 
Printers, Lithographers, Commercial, 

Law, and Export Stationers, . . . 

126 Renfieid Street, . . . . 
G L A S G O W . 

S ^ » C X A X . X T X B 8 . 

Church Reports, 
Friendly Societies' 

Reports, 
Balance Sheets, 
Rule Books, 
Programmes, 

Tickets, 
Ball Programmes, 
Visiting Cards, 
Menu Cards, 
Posters, Handbills, 
6tc., &c., &c. 

E S T I M A T E S g i v e n f o r a l l C l a s s e s of W o r k . 
T e l e p h o n e N o , 3 8 7 3 , 

C o e p o p f i t t o n T e l e p h o n e N o . 3 S 7 8 * 

NEW LEAFLETS. 
" T a x a t i o n of Land Values—What it would d o ; 

What i t has done in Austral ia and New 
Z e a l a n d . 4 pp. leaflet (small size), No . 3 1 ; Pr ice 
3/9 per 1000. 

" L o w e r Rents, Lower Rates, Housing: and Em-
ployment." 2 pp. leaflet, No . 32 ; P r ice 3/- per 
1 0 0 0 . 

" T h e Royalty Question.—Landlord Exactions and 
Workers ' Wages." 2 pp. leaflet, No . 3 3 ; Pr ice 
3/- per 1000. 

"Taxa t ion of Land Values.—Explanatory, and 
showing- where it is in operation." 4 pp. leaflet, 
No . 34 ; Pr ice 4 / 6 per 1 0 0 0 . 

" The Unemployed and the Land Question." 2 pp. 
l e a f l e t ; Pr ice 6 d . per 1 0 0 . 

Send for Sample Copies to " Land Values " Offices. 

BRITISH LEGAL LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Chief Office 7 BLYTHSWOOD SQUARE, GLASGOW. 

Established 1863. 

E X C E E D £1,000,000. 
Policies world-wide. 

C L A I M S P A I D N O W 
Undoubted Security. 

Agent—C. M. YOUNG, 51 Prince Edward St., Queen's Park, Glasgow. 

The Single Tax Review. 
A 64-Page Quarterly Record of the Progress of the Single Tax 
and Tax Reform throughout the World. 

Subsc r ip t i on—Pr ice $ 1 ' 0 0 a Year. 

With every TWO New Subscribers (not Renewals) a Copy of "P rog re s s and 
Pover ty " ( the Doubleday-Page Edit ion, bound in Cloth and publ ished fo r 1 dol . 
wi l l be sent post-paid. Every Single Taxer should be able to get two Subscribers 
a n d thus secure fo r himself a copy of the great work of the master . 

Works of Henry George 
NEW LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE 

INCLUDING T H E 

LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE 
By HENRY GEORGE, J r . 

J u s t P u b l i s h e d , in ten volumes, l'2mo., handsomely bound 
in buckram, with gilt tops, untrimmed edges, etc. It contains a full 
set of portraits, and is in all respects equal to the well-known 
MEMORIAL EDITION, issued in 1898, which is now out of print, 
and which sold for £ 5 5s. per set. 

W h a t T o m L. J o h n s o n s a y s t o t h e 
P u b l i s h e r s :— 

" GENTI .KMEN, 

" I wish to congratulate you on bringing out a new 
library edition of the Works of Henry George. The day is not far 
distant when the professional or business man who does not under-
stand the philosophy of Henry George will stand discredited in any 
intelligent community. 

" A knowledge of this philosophy will broaden and strengthen 
any man, morally and intellectually; will make him a more public 
spirited citizen, and better equip him for the activities of business and 
professional life. It will give him a clearer comprehension of his 
duties to his fellow man, to the State, and to the Great Ruler of 
the Universe ; lifting him immeasurably above the plane of vanity, 
sordidness and selfishness which now seems to be the chief end of 
— an. 

" I hope and believe that your enterprise will be a success beyond 
your most sanguine expectations. 

" Very truly yours, 
" T O M L. JOHNSON." 

LIST OF THE VOLUMES: 
Volume I. Progress and Poverty. 
Volume II. Social Problems. 
V o l u m e III. The Land Question. 

This volume contains three short works : (1) a brochure of 
seventeen short chapters and entitled " T h e Land Question ; " 
(2) "Property in Land," a passage-at-arms with the Duke of 
Argyle; (3) " T h e Condition of Labour," an open letter to 
I'ope Leo XIII . , in reply to the Pope's encyclical letter on 
" the condition of labour." 

Volume I V . Protection or Free Trade. 
Volume V. A Perplexed Philosopher. 
Volumes VI. and VII. The Science of Political 

Economy. 
V o l u m e V I I I . Our Land and Land Policy. 

This volume contains, besides selected speeches, lectures 
and miscellaneous writings, the pamphlet which, first published 
in 1871, was the forerunner of " Progress and Poverty " eight 
years later. 

Volumes I X . a n d X. The Life of Henry George. 

T e r m s o f P u r c h a s e . 
This handsome Set of Books, of uniform size 

and boxed, for £ 3 15s . cash with order, or £ 4 
payable in monthly ins ta lments of 8 / - per 
month . 

Land Values" Publishing Offices. 

13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW. 
376-7 STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 
2 DARLEY STREET, BRADFORD. 
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THE GENERAL ELECTION.—State of Parties. 
T h e result of the election at Orkney & Shet land (7680). 

J . CATHCAKT WASON (L.) 
Colin Dunlop (U.)... 

3837 
1021 

Liberal majority 2816 
The Liberal Majority (including- Liberal-

Labour Members) over all other Parties, 128 
Majority of all Part ies over Unionists, - 511 

T Y N E S I D E B R A N C H LEAGUE. 

GENERAL ELECTION, 1906. 
T h e Execut ive C o m m i t t e e of the Tynes ide Branch sub-

mi t ted t he following quest ions to each of the cand ida tes in 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d a n d D u r h a m :— 

If e lec ted will you urge the G o v e r n m e n t to in t roduce 
without delay, and will you suppor t by your vote, 
legislation for the purpose o f : 

x. T h e separate assessment of t he value of land, apart 
f r om improvements , bo th in u rban and rural districts. 

2. T h e rat ing of land values, upon this assessment, 
for local purposes. 

3. T h e taxation of land values for Imper ia l purposes. 
T h e following list shews the names of cand ida tes who, 

ei ther by letter in answer to the above quest ions or in their 
addresses , suppor ted the taxation of land values :— 

(*) asterisk denotes those elected. 
N O R T H U M B E R L A N D . 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, ... "Thomas Cairns (Lib.) 
•Walter Hudson (Lab.) 

Tyneside, "J. M. Robertson (Lib.) 
Tynemouth "H. J. Craig (Lib.) 
Wansbeck, .. ••• "Charles Fenwick (Lib. Lab.) 
Morpeth, *Rt. Hon. Thos. Burt (Lib. Lab). 
Hexham, *W. C. B. Beaumont (Lib.) 
Berwick, *Rt. Hon. Sir E. Gray, Bt. (Lib.) 

(Northumberland solid !) 
D U R H A M . 

Gateshead, "John Johnson (Lib. Lab.) 
Chester-le-Street, ... A. B. Tebb (Lib. Lab.) 

"J. W. Taylor (Lab.) 
Jarrow, "Sir Chas. M. Palmer (Lib.) 

Pete Curran (Lab.) 
South Shields "Sir W. S. Robson, K.C. (Lib.) 
Sunderland "James Stuart (Lib.) 

"T. Summerbell (Lab.) 
Houghton-le-Spring, ... "R. Cameron (Lib. Lab.) 
Stockton, S. F. Mendl (Lib.) 

F. Rose (Lab.) 
South-East Durham. ... — 
N.-W. Durham, ... "L. A. Atherley-Jones, K.C. (Lib.) 
Mid-Durham, "John Wilson (Lib. Lab.) 
Durham City — , 
Bishop Auckland, ... "J. M. Paulton (Lib. 
Barnard Castle, "A. Henderson (Lab.) 
Darlington, Isaac Mitchell (Lab.) 
The Hartlepools, ... "Sir C. Furness (Lib.) 

(Durham almost solid I) 
Unionis t cand ida tes replied as follows :— 

Wansbeck, Walter Buchanan-Riddell: No. 
South Shields, Richard Chamberlayne :—" I can-

not see my way to supporting 
any measure which will add to 
the burdens of either owners, 
lessees, or occupiers of property. 
They are already taxed to excess, 
and in my opinion it is now time 
that we taxed the foreigner and 
helped our own people." 

Gateshead, Sir Theodore Angier :—Yes— 
" provided it (land values) be 
not already taxed." 

Sunderland J. S. G. Pemberton :—Mr. Pem-
berton stated that while he voted 
for Mr. Trevelyan's Bill in the 
late Parliament, he was not pre-
pared to pledge himself on de-
tails of the measure. 

Berwick T. W. H. Inskip :—" I am oppos-
ed to all the proposals you make 
for putting fresh burdens on 
land. I further believe the pro-
posals to be quite impractic-
able. 

T h e results speak vo lumes for t he work d o n e by t h e 
Tynes ide Branch, which embraces t h e whole of N o r t h u m b e r -
land and Durham, and we venture to th ink tha t next t i m e 
D u r h a m Coun ty will follow N o r t h u m b e r l a n d ' s excel lent 
example . 

* * * 

T h e Newcast le Corpora t ion h a d unde r discussion on 
Wednesday, the 7th February , a R e p o r t f rom the F i n a n c e 
Commi t t ee in favour of the rat ing of land values. T h e 
Repor t was suppor ted by Counci l lor T . Cairns, M.P . , 
Counci l lor David Adams, and Counci l lo r J . H . Rodgers . 
Alderman Richardson moved an a m e n d m e n t that as n o Bill 
was before Par l iament the mat ter be held over unti l t he Bill 
appeared , and a l though it was po in ted out that the Counc i l 
were only asked to approve a pr inciple the a m e n d m e n t was 
carried. Sir Walter P l u m m e r , late m e m b e r for Newcast le , 
in speaking in favour of the a m e n d m e n t c o n d e m n e d the last 
Bill as a menace to cr icket clubs 1 

T h e H o n . Secretary of the T y n e s i d e Branch in view of 
this discussion sent the following letter, together with Booth ' s 
pamphle t on " H o u s i n g and Ra t ing , " etc., to each m e m b e r 
of the C o u n c i l : — 

February 3rd, 1906. 
D E A R S I R , 

In view of the discussion in the City Counci l 
on the Ra t ing of L a n d (or Site) Values which is to take 
place on W e d n e s d a y next, I beg to enclose pamphle t s on 
the quest ion, which, I trust , will have your careful consider-
ation. 

T h e following points may be of assistance to you in the 
discussion :— 

1. A " r a t e on land v a l u e s " means a rate levied on 
the value of the l and , whether in use or held idle, apart 
f rom the value of all improvements . 

2. T h i s land value arises simply a n d solely f rom the 
presence, growth, a n d collective enterprise, industry, 
and expendi ture of the communi ty , and of right belongs 
to t he communi ty . 

3. At present l and held idle pays no rates, while 
bui lding land used for agricultural purposes is ra ted on 
agricultural value o n l y ; and unde r the Agricul tural 
Ra t ing Act , one half of these ra tes is paid f rom the 
Imper ia l Exchequer . T h i s encourages land holders to 
hold the l and idle or put it to inferior use, and thereby 
makes dearer t he l and required for building, e tc . 

4. T h e present system of rat ing makes houses as 
well as sites dear, thereby prevent ing the solution of the 
hous ing p r o b l e m ; and by penalis ing the inves tment 
of capital in houses, shops, warehouses, factories, 
machinery , etc., it re tards t he expansion of our t rade 
a n d industry a n d aggravates the unemployed difficulty. 

5. O n the other h a n d the rat ing of land values would 
force idle land (of which there are over 700 acres within 
t he old boundar ies of the City) into the market , thereby 
making sites c h e a p e r ; and the exemption, in whole or 
part , of houses, shops, warehouses, factories, machinery , 
etc., f rom rating, would m a k e houses, etc., cheaper . 
T h i s would (1) m a k e the hous ing problem easier of 
solution, and (2) facil i tate the expansion of local t rade 
a n d industry, thus providing " work for the workless " 

T h e s e points are fu r the r e luc idated in the enclosed pam-
phlets, and I t rust tha t on Wednesday next you will see your 
way to suppor t and vote for the principle of t he rat ing of 
L a n d Values. 

I am, 
Yours very faithfully, 

R I C H A R D B R O W N , 
Hon. Secretary. 

» * » 

On February i s t t h e Rev . G. A. Ferguson lectured before 
t he Literary Society of t he C h u r c h of the Divine Uni ty , 
Newcastle, on the " Life a n d Work of H e n r y George." 
T h e Rev. F rank Walters p res ided over a good a t t endance . 
Cons iderab le interest in the subject was manifes ted by the 
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audience in the discussion, and the lecturer was heartily 
thanked for his address. 

At one of the customary meetings of the Newcastle 
Y.M.C.A. Chamber of Commerce, on February 14th, Mr. 
Richard Brown gave a further address on " Land Reform," 
in the course of which he referred to the decline in agricul-
ture, and made some comparisons showing the decrease in 
areas cultivated for wheat and in other respects. T h e 
causes of this decline the speaker attributed to large rents 
and insecurity of tenure. The very serious effect the large 
enclosures of common lands which took place up to the year 
1869 had had upon the yeoman class of farmer, which was 
now almost extinct in this country, was demonstrated, and 
Mr. Brown advocated the establishment of small holdings 
and pointed out the evils of overcrowding, asked for a more 
effective solution of the housing problem, mine rents, and 
mineral royalties. T h e speaker quoted local examples of the 
large increases in the value of land due to the energies of 
the people, and alluded to the beneficial effects accruing 
from the rating of land values in the Colonies and in Prussia. 
A subsequent discussion was taken part in by Mr. Arthur 
Withy, Mr. Henry Armstrong, Mr. J . W. Taylor, Mr. Veitch 
and Mr. Burton Hall. T h e chair was occupied by Mr. 
Axel F. Ericsson, the President of the Chamber. 

Members of the Tyneside Branch are reminded that 
subscriptions for the current year are now due, and should 
be paid either to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. C. E. Schroeder, 
98 Park Road, Newcastle, or to the Hon . Secretary, Mr. 
Richard Brown, 22 Lish Avenue, Whitley Bay, R.S.O. 

GLASGOW S U T H E R L A N D A S S O C I A T I O N . 
Mr. Angus Sutherland, Chairman of the Fishery Board for 

Scotland, occupied the chair at the jubilee social gathering 
of the Glasgow Sutherlandshire Association held in the 
Queen's Rooms last night. In the course of his address he 
spoke of the depopulation of the rural districts, and said that 
he found from the census returns that since 1841 the popu-
lation of Sutherland had fallen from 24,782 to 21,440 in 
1901. Taking the whole of Scotland, he found that the 
population in that period had increased by 1,851,919 
Sutherland was the most sparsely populated county in 
Scotland. In that county there were only eleven individuals 
to the square mile. That was to say, there were 68 acres for 
every man, woman, and child, or 300 acres for every family 
of five. H e asked them, as patriotic people, interested in 
the welfare of their county, whether that was a state of 
matters they could view with satisfaction ? There were 
people who held the theory that the fewer people there were 
in the Highlands the better for the Highlands. H e did not 
suppose that at this time of day they would wait to discuss 
that view; they were far beyond that stage. (Applause). 
H e had been associated with this question of the depopu-
lation of the Highlands for a good many years, first in the 
humble capacity of agitator, particularly when he was a 
member of the Glasgow Sutherland Association, later as a 
legislator, and still later as an administrator. In virtue of 
his position as a member of the Congested Districts Board, 
he had been brought very intimately into contact with this 
question. Whatever might be said in the way of criticism 
of the work of that body, he would point to this fact, that 
for 200 years the number of holdings in the Highlands of 
Scotland steadily decreased. Through the instrumentality 
of the Congested Districts Board 500 new holdings had been 
constituted in Scotland. (Applause.) Some of these were 
not agricultural holdings, but 350 new families had been 
settled on the land who had no land before. This was not 
taking into account certain portions of land that at present 
were being dealt with, and which would settle probably 200 
more families. H e proceeded to urge that the direction in 
which the greatest advantage to the population in Sutherland 
was to be found was in schemes which would set free their 
latent powers and energies to work out their own salvation 
out of the material Providence had given them.—Glasgow 
Herald, 24/2/06. 

1Rews of tbc m>o\>cment. 
Mr. George Fowlds, M.P., New Zealand, is 

N e w S o u t h presently journeying to Scotland to take part 
Wales. in the celebration of his father's hundredth 

birthday. Stopping on his way home at 
Sydney, Mr. Fowlds addressed a public meeting convened 
by the New South Wales Single Tax League on 29th 
December. Mr. J. R. Firth, president of the Sydney 
Single Tax League, presided, and in welcoming Mr. Fowlds 
said that lately there had been a stir in the single tax move-
ment in Sydney. Under the recently passed Shires Bill 
they had single tax in all the shires, and that at any rate was 
a great advance. They had a single taxer as Prime 
Minister in Mr. J. Carruthers. H e had promised them the 
Shires Bill, which had now become law, and he had promised 
a similar bill with reference to the new municipalities. 
They had sufficient faith in Mr. Carruthers to hope that they 
would have that measure next year. If that were so, they 
would be able, instead of looking to New Zealand, to call on 
New Zealand " to look to us and follow in our footsteps." 

In a letter to the New Zealand Liberator, dated Sydney, 
31st December, 1905, Mr. Fowlds writes :—"They (the New 
South Wales Government) have passed a local government 
bill which provides for universal rating on unimproved values 
in all districts outside of cities and towns, and the Govern-
ment has promised next session to bring in a Municipal 
Corporations' Act on the same lines. This is a great 
advance ahead of us. Their Act also provides practically 
for ' one man one vote,' instead of our plural-voting franchise 
in counties. It is somewhat disappointing to find that they 
are likely to get ahead of us in that ' path of progress ' in 
which we fondly hoped that New Zealand was to lead the 
world, but nevertheless we heartily congratulate them on the 
progress they are making and shall be well content to follow. 
We care not who may lead so long as the cause advances," 

Ernest Bray, Corowa, N.S.W., writes to The 
N e w Public, 2 7 / 1 / 0 6 : — " T h e New Zealand elec-

Z e a l a n d . tions were held on December 6, and contrary 
to expectation, Mr. Seddon's majority is 

considerably increased. The latest returns (incomplete) 
a r e : Government, 5 6 ; Opposition, 16 ; Independent , 6. 
Messrs. George Fowlds and A. W. Ell (single taxers) were 
re-elected; Mr. P. J. O'Megan was defeated by a small 
majority. T h e Independent Labour Party was annihilated." 

T h e Hampshire Football Association is perturbed by the 
new Government's indication that land values will be taxed, 
and has forwarded to the local members of Parliament a 
resolution declaring that " Should it be determined to tax 
land values, grounds used throughout the year for playing 
football should be exempt." 

T H E R O O T C A U S E O F S L A V E R Y . — "Amer ican black 
slaves and Russian white serfs were in affect still slaves even 
after emancipation, owing to the retention by the masters of 
the land which the former had to use. T h e serfs while still 
in bondage admitted that they belonged to their masters, 
ba t asserted that the land they worked belonged to them-
selves. When emancipated, they contended that the land 
should have gone with them. But in fact emancipation 
meant only the exchange of one kind of servitude for 
another. T h e serfs themselves were freed, but the land 
from which they had to draw their subsistence was appro-
priated. In this way servitude was continued without in-
volving the responsibilities which serfdom had imposed 
upon the masters, among them that of taking care of the 
labourers."—" T h e Menace of Privilege." 
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VALE OF LEVEN B R A N C H LEAGUE. 
U n d e r t he auspices of the Vale of Leven Branch of the Scottish 
League for the Taxa t ion of Land Values, a lecture was given 
on the above subject in the Parish Church Hal l , Alexandria, 
Dumbar tonsh i re , on M o n d a y evening, 15th Jan . Dr. J . P. 
Wilson occupied the chair. T h e lecturer was Mr . W. D . 
Hami l ton , Pres ident of the Scottish League for the Taxat ion 
of L a n d Values, in the absence of the advert ised speaker, 
Mr. J . Paul, editor of Lani Values. Previous to t he lecture 
the Excelsior Orches t ra rendered a musical se lec t ion ; songs 
were r ende red by Mrs. M 'Far l ane , the Misses Shearer, and 
Messrs. Kin loch and Johns ton . Mr. Charles Aitken, 
teacher of elocution to the Teachers ' Inst i tute , Glasgow, 
gave an excellent reading, which was so well received that 
he had to respond by an encore . By a series of pictures 
the lecturer built up the a rgument for the taxat ion of land 
values in a very convincing way. Basing his theory in the 
first p ic ture on the bare margin of cultivation, a n d showing 
the sequence of its deve lopment through all its stages, he 
showed how they reached their highest margin in building 
sites r o u n d the Bank of England, where land is valued at 
f rom th ree to four million pounds an acre. T h e real pro-
blem before us to-day both for housing and unemployment 
lay in the abolit ion of land monopoly. T h i s could be done 
very simply and effectively by the imposit ion of a tax on 
land values. As regards the housing question, the lecturer 
r emarked that supposing a miracle were to happen similar 
to the m a n n a falling in t he wilderness, and that houses were 
to be h a n d e d down f rom heaven, finished a n d ready for 
habi ta t ion, even then the housing problem would remain 
unsolved so long as there was a man ready to claim the 
g round on which the house was planted, because ground rents 
keep pace with ability to pay. Th i s was the evil we had to 
con tend with, a n d those schemes for the building of cheaper 
houses, ex tending of tramway car services, and all o ther 
schemes of general public utility would be bar ren and futile 
as the landlord gained in rent what we would otherwise gain 
by those benefits. T h e remedy, therefore, of the housing 
quest ion, a n d for most of the other great social quest ions 
that conf ron t us to-day, lay in the taxation of l and values. 
T h e lecture was attentively l istened to by a large audience, 
and an interest ing discussion followed. Votes of thanks 
were awarded to the lecturer, artistes, and cha i rman . Dur ing 
theeven ing the fo l lowing te leg ramwasrece ivedf rom D r D u n d a s 
White , M.P . : — " D u n d a s Whi te and great Liberal meeet ing 
in Kirkint i l loch wish you success . "—From Lennox Herald. 

Mr. E d w a r d C. Ellis, the Secretary of the branch , wri tes:— 
" W e had an audience of 400, many of whom had never heard 
the principle explained. A good deal of l i terature was sold, 
and several new m e m b e r s enrolled. T h e ques t ion is being 
discussed in new circles, and many inquiries are being m a d e 
even by some who might be expected to be opposed to it." 

W e have to mourn the loss by death of a m e m b e r of the 
Execut ive of the Scottish League, William Har r i son . H e 
had been ill at t imes these past two years owing to a street 
accident t rom which he never fully recovered. On Tues-
day, 30 th January, he was seized by an apoplet ic shock 
and d ied the same evening. H i s remains were interred 
in Sighthill Cemetery , Glasgow, Friday, 2nd February. T h e 
Pres iden t and H o n . Treasurer of League. William D. 
H a m i l t o n and David Cassels were present at t he funeral on 
behalf of the Execut ive. William Harr i son fought a good 
fight in t he early days of the movement , and has all along 
till his dea th been a s taunch suppor ter of the work of the 
League . Along with Mr. N o r m a n M ' L e n n a n he repor ted 
H e n r y George 's famous sermon " T h y K i n g d o m C o m e , " 
del ivered by Mr. George in the City Hal l , Glasgow, Sun-
day, 28th April, 1889. I t was always a pleasure to meet 
Will iam Harr i son , he was so enthusiast ic and whole-hearted 
A fai thful colleague here , a n d at home, where he was best 
known a n d loved a n d honoured , a most devoted h u s b a n d 
and father . T h e grief of Mrs. Har r i son and family must b e 
great indeed . We extend to t hem our sincerest sympathy. 
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MUNICIPAL M O V E M E N T FOR 
T A X A T I O N OF LAND VALUES. 

D E P U T A T I O N OF LOCAL RATING B O D I E S R E -
C E I V E D BY T H E C H A N C E L L O R OF T H E 
E X C H E Q U E R . 

P E T I T I O N S I G N E D BY 5 1 8 LOCAL COUNCILS. 

MR. A S Q U I T H ' S F A V O U R A B L E R E P L Y . 

" I have always regarded this movement pro-
perly understood as being not a derogation from, 
but an assertion of the r ights of Property. 

" I t is r igh t and j u s t tha t the community should 
reap the benefit of the increased values which are 
due to i ts own expenditure and its own growth. 

" I suppose we are all agreed tha t as a pre-
liminary step there should be a separate assess-
ment (Valuation) of Site (Land) Values. 

" W e (the Government) desire to have time to 
carefully consider the best way of giving effect to 
the principles I have enunciated. 

' ' I believe we shall arrive at a more satisfactory 
and more permanent result if we allow ourselves a 
little time and patience for the consideration of 
this problem than if we were to introduce a 
comparatively small and piecemeal instalment 
ot the reform which we all desire." 

T h e Chancellor of the Exchequer , in the absence through 
illness of the Pr ime Minister, received a deputat ion at the 
f o r e i g n Office, Monday, 26th February, from the Confer-

R a t U l g A u t h o r l t ' e s throughout England, Scotland, 
and Wales who support the taxation of land values. About 
115 municipal bodies were represented by an at tendance of 
about 150 gentlemen. 

Among the members of the deputat ion were :—Aberdeen 
—Bail ie Esslemont, Treasurer Meff, Councillor Wilkie • 
Brechin—Provost G u t h r i e ; Dundee — T h e Town-Clerk-
Dunfermline — Councillor H a r l e y ; Falkirk - Councillor 
Fai r l ie ; Fraserburgh—Counci l lor J o h n Anderson ; Govan 
—Provost Anthony and the Town-Clerk ; Glasgow—Lord 
Provost Bilsland, ex-Bailie John Ferguson, Mr. Elder, Town-
Clerk s office; Mr. Henry, City Assessor ; Greenock— 
Councillor Mitchel l ; Hami l ton—Provos t Keith ; L a n a r k -
Councillor M u r p h y ; Musselburgh — Treasurer Young • 
Paisley—Provost Eadie. ' 

A number of Scotch members of Parl iament accompanied 
the deputat ion, and with Mr. Asquith were the Secretary 
for Scotland (Mr. Sinclair), the Chief-Secretary for I re land 
(Mr. Bryce), and the Pres ident of the Local Government 
Board (Mr. J o h n Burns). 

Mr. J . H . Whitley, M.P. , in introducing it, said the depu-
tation represented an organisation which had been in exist-
ence for many years embracing almost the whole of the 
rating authorities of the Uni ted Kingdom. Some disap-
pointment had been occasioned by the fact that the subject 
had not been ment ioned in the King's Speech (Hear 
hear.) v ' 

L O R D P R O V O S T O F G L A S G O W E X P L A I N S . 
Lord Provost Bilsland stated its objects more fully but 

first expressed regret at the absence of the Pr ime Minister 
and its cause, and hoped he would soon be restored to 
health and strength. In reviewing the history of the move-
ment for the taxation of land values, he said it was in no 
sense a party question. It had had the cordial support of 
men of all shades of political opinion, and undoubtedly at 
the recent General Election the question was one of the 

most prominent brought before the constituencies. This 
organisation of authorities claimed some credit for educat-
ing and ripening public opinion on the subject, and they 
respectfully urged that the large number of members re-
turned who were pledged to support the measure irrespective 
of party indicated clearly the feeling of the country on this 
subject. This was a question which closely affected all 
municipalities, and especially those who were responsible 
for the administration of large cities where there were slums 
and congested districts. They had seen agricultural land 
rapidly taken up for building purposes at greatly enhanced 
value by the development of municipal tramway service. 
T h e great increase given to the value of the land by such im-
provements, and not subject to adequate taxation, had so 
impressed the minds of municipal representatives that 
unless powers were given, such as indicated in the bills 
they had been promoting, their fu ture actions would be 
paralysed in carrying out much needed improvements. I n 
dealing with a subject so vital to municipalities as the con-
gestion of street traffic, the taxation of land values, as applied 
to new streets that would be opened, or back streets made 
leading thoroughfares, would greatly encourage authorities 
to grapple with the question. It is extremely gratifying to 
those who hailed from across the Border that one of their 
members, Mr. Sutherland, was introducing a bill, which 
would come before the House at an early part of the session 
and they trusted the/Government would give that measure 
their support. But they went further, and expressed the 
hope that the legislation this session would not be confined 
to the northern kingdom, but that their municipal fr iends in 
England and Ireland, who had so loyally supported them, 
would also have the satisfaction of seeing a measure dealing 
with these countries placed upon the Statute-book, and he 
thought they might congratulate themselves that the presence 
of the heads of the Scottish and Irish offices and the Local 
Government Board augured well for the realisation of this 
hope. H e laid upon the table 518 petitions from the rating 
authorities in all parts of the Uni ted Kingdom and Ireland, 
f rom which it would be observed that that petition had been 
adopted by Corporations, Borough Councils, and Town 
Councils, U r b a n District Councils, Poor Law Unions, Parish 
Councils, and Rura l District Councils. Tha t petition was 
adopted at a conference held in the Manchester Town Hal l 
in November last, a t tended by several hundred represen-
tatives of local authorities. 

M A N C H E S T E R ' S W I S H E S . 

T h e Lord Mayor of Manchester , while regretting the 
absence of the Prime Minister, rejoiced at the opportunity 
of addressing a Minister so capable of grasping the effect of 
figures. T h e aspect of the question which he put before 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was its urgency, and this 
he illustrated by the state ©f feeling in Manchester . H e 
said the ratepayers did not wish the Corporation to stop or 
go back in its work, yet they felt the burdensomeness of the 
rates to be really more than they could endure. This, he 
said, was shown by the rejection recently of the bill which 
the Corporation had intended to promote in the present 
session. I t was not that the ratepayers objected in prin-
ciple to the bill as a whole or to those who were promoting 
it, but simply that it would add to the rates. I t was clear 
that municipalities must turn to new sources of income. 
H e bore testimony to the intense feeling of interest which 
the general body of the people took in the question of the 
taxation of land values. H e cited the Clark and Marshall 
charities, which he administers as Lord Mayor, to show how 
land increases in value. These, he said, were separate 
charities. Clark's bequest was in the form of land, and in 
1792 it produced ^ 3 2 0 a year. Marshall also left land, 
but it was sold for £ 2 , 2 5 0 and the proceeds invested in 
Consols, which in 1792 produced . £67 . What was the 
comparison between 1792 and 1906? Clark's land now 
produced . £3 ,318 a year, and Marshall's Consols still faith-
fully returned their ^ 6 7 . — ( L a u g h t e r . ) 
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H O L D I N G - U P L A N D . 

I n Manches te r , con t inued the Lord Mayor, they had 
some land owners who held up their l a n d — t h e r e was one 
case within half a mile of the Exchange—in order to get an 
e n h a n c e d value for it. T h e r e was no d o u b t tha t this 
enhanced value would come, a n d that it would pay the 
l andowner to wait. I n other parts of the city there were 
large t rac ts of land which, a l though they were said to be 
in the market , were really not in the marke t because of t he 
very high prices tha t were asked for them. T h e Lord 
Mayor also referred to Traf ford Park , in which, he was 
unde r s tood to say, land had increased in value f rom ^ 2 3 7 
an acre to over ^ 4 , 0 0 0 . " T h e only point ," he said in 
conclusion, " tha t we are disposed to argue is the quest ion 
of urgency. W e canno t wait. W e feel that a l though there 
are many things you mus t set your hands to accomplish, 
none is of greater impor tance than this." 

Provos t Kei th , of Hami l ton , said there were difficulties in 
the way of a practical solution of t he problem, but they were 
no t insuperable . T h e tax should be borne by the person 
who was the beneficial holder of the site value, and he 
should no t be allowed to contract out. 

M R . F E R G U S O N ' S S T A T E M E N T . 
Ex-Bailie Ferguson ment ioned the bills which were for-

mula ted to apply the principle of taxation of land values—-
one to E n g l a n d and Wales , and the other to Sco t l and—at 
the conference and organisation of rating authori t ies. I t 
was their duty to s tand loyally by those bills, f rom which 
they had no authori ty to deviate. T h e subject did not 
brook even a year's delay. N o such influential combina t ion 
of responsible rating authori t ies had ever before been organ-
ised for a reform. T h e i r uni ted d e m a n d tha t t he ever-
increasing burdens upon the ratepayers should be alleviated 
by the restorat ion to publ ic uses of a port ion of the increasing 
wealth which was created by the whole communi ty . T h e 
minds of the labouring masses had been en l igh tened as to 
their r ights dur ing the last generat ion by first principles 
formerly known only to privileged classes. T h e mercant i le 
classes were feeling more a n d more the pressure of rates and 
taxes u p o n the produc ts of capital and labour, and saw 
clearly tha t in t he compet i t ive struggle with foreign products 
they mus t be more a n d more at a disadvantage as their cost 
of p roduc t ion was increased, and ever increasing. I t was 
clearly enough perceived by all classes that promises at 
munic ipa l elections of reduct ions in expendi ture were simply 
demagogy. H e submi t t ed several i l lustrations f rom Glasgow. 
H e said that in Glasgow they lately bough t a new park for 
. £29 ,000 . . Alongside it ran twelve acres of land, for which 
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no one would have given ^ 5 0 per acre. But no sooner was 
the park opened and t ramways ex t ended than tha t l and 
became worth £ 1 1 4 0 per acre. T h e y spent , £ 6 0 , 0 0 0 u p o n 
another park. T h e annua l outlay u p o n it was about ^ 4 0 0 0 . 
T h e rents of the houses a round it were raised to an a m o u n t 
that would relieve the ra tepayers of their ent i re outlay. N o 
matter how industr ious, economical , p rudent , and moral our 
people became, there would con t inue to be mill ions in 
poverty a n d degradat ion, so long as inc rement ea rned by the 
communi ty was extor ted by the owners of land. T h e 
Uni t ed K i n g d o m looked to the G o v e r n m e n t in this terr ible 
social condi t ion , when wealth was accumula t ing a n d men 
decaying, to restore, by civilised m e t h o d s and in conformi ty 
with the highest moral principle, ra t ional revenues to publ ic 
purposes. T h e d e m a n d s of labour for a larger share of the 
wealth it p roduced mus t be met. T h e y could r educe the 
cost of produc t ion by appropr ia t ing a tax upon economic 
rent to reduce rates and taxes. H e urged on the Govern-
ment t he necessity of immediate ly deal ing with t he quest ion. 

THE CHANCELLOR'S REPLY. 
Mr. Asquith, in reply, s a i d — I t is, I know, a mat te r of 

most sincere regret to my right hon . friend the Pr ime 
Minister , as it is to myself a n d ray colleagues who a re he re 
to-day, tha t he was not able to carry out his in tent ion of 
meet ing this deputa t ion , of l istening to your a rguments , and 
of replying on behalf of H i s Majes ty ' s Government . H e is, 
unfor tunate ly , indisposed , I hope veryslightly and temporar i ly 
indisposed, bu t it is of sufficient severity to m a k e it im-
possible for him to leave his room. The re fo re it devolves 
upon m e to say a very few words as to what the view of the 
Governmen t is in this mat ter . I t is not that our views are 
very much doub ted . As far as I am personally conce rned , 
during last Par l iament I had on more than one occasion, in 
connec t ion with measures in t roduced by my fr iend Mr .Char l e s 
Trevelyan, to whom this m o v e m e n t is u n d e r so great an obli-
gation, to express very clearly what I thought was the t rue 
policy of the nat ion in regard to this mat ter . T h e s e views 
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I hold to-day, without any qualif icat ion or modif ica t ion 
of any sort or kind. B u t it is impossible not to be s truck 
with t he representat ive charac te r of a depu ta t ion such as 
this. I suppose a lmost a lone in the category of social 
and fiscal reforms, this is o n e which mee t s with 
practically the u n a n i m o u s approval , without dis t inct ion 
of politics or party, of all t he great mnicipali t ies. 
I t s tands, therefore, in some sense in a posi t ion of 
its own. I t would be impossible for any G o v e r n m e n t 
even if prima facie they were no t in sympathy with the 
objects of this m o v e m e n t and with t he gr ievances which 
have given rise to it, to ignore such a r emarkab l e and , 
indeed, I may say, unexampled manifes ta t ion of general 
opinion. I qui te agree with what has been said by the Lord 
Mayor of Manches t e r as to the growing pressure of rates 
upon the inhabi tan ts of the municipal i t ies of the country. 
I t is not a sufficient answer to say you mus t ei ther cut down 
or at anyra te arrest your expendi ture , for this reason that we 
have adopted , a n d we are cons tant ly adopt ing , a higher and 
more exacting s tandard of munic ipa l life, sani tat ion, educa-
tion, and a n u m b e r of o ther interests of that k ind, the due 
at tent ion to which we all feel to be bound up with the real 
prosperity and welfare of t he communi ty . T h e s e are things 
which you canno t put u p o n one side or pos tpone without 
serious risks to t he interests which our munic ipal bodies are 
in tended to preserve. Well, it is impor tant , if this progress 
of social deve lopmen t is to con t inue th rough municipal 
activity wisely d i rec ted, tha t s o m e addi t iona l reservoir should 
be found upon which in jus t ice and in equi ty draf ts can be 
m a d e to mee t t he ever-growing interests of the commun i ty 
I have always regarded this m o v e m e n t properly unde r s tood 
as being not a derogat ion from, bu t an assert ion of the rights 
of property. 

C O M M O N - S E N S E A N D E Q U I T Y . 

What are the two pr inciples u p o n which, as far as I 
unde r s t and it, it is f ounded ? T h e y are very simple. T h e y 
seem to m e to be based upon common-sense a n d equity. 
T h e first is tha t those who benefi t by publ ic improvements 
those who especially benef i t by publ ic improvements , should 
cont r ibu te their fair share of the cost of t hem. T h e next is 
— a n d I th ink it is right and j u s t — t h a t the communi ty 
should reap the benef i t of the increased values which are 
d u e to its own expend i tu re and its own growth. T h e s e two 
principles appear to me no t to be inconsistent , bu t are a 
necessary corollary of the doc t r ine of the rights of proper ty 
if equi tably applied. I am not going to say a word to you 
now about the precise machinery which ought to be adop ted 
for carrying this into effect. I suppose we are all agreed on 
some things, one being tha t it is necessary, at anyrate , that 
as a prel iminary step there should be a separa te assessment 
on site values. T a k e an illustration f rom one of these 
speeches to-day in re ference to u rban communi t i e s and their 
relation to vacant land r ipe for bui ld ing deve lopment tha t is 
artificially held back f rom the marke t for the sake of being 
disposed of at an e n h a n c e d price at some fu tu re date . Th i s 
land should not be withdrawn by the merely capricious 
act ion of the owner f rom severe munic ipa l taxat ion and 
cont r ibut ion to munic ipal expendi ture . 

N o P I E C E M E A L R E F O R M . 

I t has been said tha t no men t ion was m a d e of the subject 
in the King ' s Speech . T h a t is true. T h e reason is no t t ha t 
t he Gove rnmen t in any sense underva lues e i ther its import-
ance or urgency. T h e reason that it finds no ment ion there 
apar t f rom the fact tha t we have, as I th ink you will all 
acknowledge, a somewhat ample p r o g r a m m e to carry th rough 
qui te apart f rom that, and without going into t he ques t ion 
of the compet i t ive meri ts or the precise order of p recedence 
which ough t to be given to one re form as c o m p a r e d with 
another , t he reason is tha t we desire to have t ime to carefully 
consider the best way of giving effect to the principles I 
have enunc ia ted , and which I think we all hold in c o m m o n 
and to view the subject in relation to all its bearings upon 
the general ques t ion of local taxation and local expendi ture 

I believe we shall arrive at a more satisfactory a n d more 
p e r m a n e n t result if we allow ourselves a little t ime a n d 
pa t ience for t he considerat ion of this problem than if we 
were to in t roduce a comparat ively small a n d piecemeal 
ins ta lment of the reform which we all desire. I do not th ink 
I need say more to-day. W e are all in hearty sympathy with 
the objects of your movement , and as t ime and oppor tuni ty 
offer we shall be happy to do everything in our power to pu t 
these objects in to legislative form. (Cheers . ) 

V I E W S OF OTHER M I N I S T E R S . 
Mr. Bryce said they were all agreed in the principles laid 

down by the Chancel lor of the E x c h e q u e r ; but, clear as t he 
principles were, some little care was required in working 
them out in the most convenient form, and therefore he was 
sure the depu ta t ion would not ask for any hasty disclosure 
of what the Governmen t might find it necessary ul t imately 
to adopt . (Hea r , hear .) 

Mr. J o h n Burns said it was nei ther necessary nor relevant 
that h e should a d d m u c h to the practical, sympathet ic , a n d 
direct observat ions which Mr. Asqui th h a d addressed to the 
deputa t ion . T h e G o v e r n m e n t sympathised with and desired 
to he lp the depu ta t ion in their ob jec ts and d o a d e q u a t e 
justice. Valua t ion must p recede what they asked for. W h e n 
the t ime was to be selected for pu t t ing the views of the 
depu ta t ion into appl icat ion they mus t allow the Gove rnmen t 
to have the power of deciding. N o oppor tun i ty would be 
lost of giving effect to the views expressed by the spokesman 
tha t a f ternoon. (Hear , hear .) 

T h e deputa t ion , having thanked the r ight hon. gen t l emen 
then withdrew. 

T h e Scott ish Bill p romoted by the Munic ipa l i t i es will be 
in t roduced by Mr. J . E. Suther land, M . P . , for Elgin Burghs 
Friday, 23rd inst. ' 

We publish this good news at cons iderab le incon-
venience, the meet ing a r ranged with the P r ime Minis ter 
occurr ing jus t as we go to press. Bailie Fe rguson and 
his col leagues in the municipal m o v e m e n t mus t be 
heartily congra tu la ted on having reached , in such a 
satisfactory manner , this stage in their progress. T h e 
taxation of land values by the presen t G o v e r n m e n t is 
now beyond doubt , and judging f rom Mr . Asqui th 's bold 
s ta tement the first step t aken in legislation will mee t with 
t he approval of single taxers and land re formers everywhere. 
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T H E VIEWS OF A L A N D O W N E R . — A t t h e q u a r t e r l y 
meet ing of t he Counci l of the Coun ty Borough of Tyne-
mouth , on Feb . 21, the Mayor moved that a depu-
tation be sent to a conference to be held in London 
on the 26th inst., on the quest ion of the taxation of land 
values. H e said the measure was one which ought to be 
suppor ted by everyone who wished to see the best results 
got f rom the landed property of the country. H e spoke as 
one who was interested in the quest ion as a land owner, 
a n d he was convinced that it would do no ha rm to anyone 
who really in t ended to do what was right and proper with 
his land. I t would only hit those who had a desire to deal 
improper ly a n d on the principle of the dog-in-the-manger 
with their land. (Hea r , hear .) T h e motion was seconded 
a n d agreed to, and the Mayor, together with the Town 
Clerk (Mr. E. B. Sharpley), were d e p u t e d to represent the 

Counci l at t he conference. 
* * • 

T h e Al lo tments and Small Hold ings Association publish, 
on the authori ty of Sir R o b e r t E d g e c o m b e , some interesting 
part iculars respect ing an estate at " Rew." H e bough t a 
343 acre farm at £ 1 5 an a c r e ; mak ing a new road, &c., 
brought t he cost u p to £ 1 8 an acre. T h e people of the 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d told h im that the good land would sell 
readily enough, but the bad land would be left on his hands. 
H e , however, found the reverse was the case. At £ 7 an 
acre there were plenty of buyers for this port ion of the 
property. " T h e delight of the men who acqui red five 
acres each for the small sum of £ 3 5 was not easily to be for-
got ten ." Some 25 persons bought holdings averaging 11 
acres. All bu t two of t he buyers have m a d e a comple te 
success. A m o n g the purchasers were eight farm labourers, 
th ree gardeners , and two coachmen ; the rest were artizans. 
Whilst the valuation of the whole parish has decreased five 
per cent. , tha t of the R e w small holdings has increased 
fifty per cent . 

* * * 

I n o ther words, one landlord, eight farm labourers , three 
gardeners , two coachmen, and a dozen artizans, having been 
summari ly convic ted before an assessment t r ibunal of t he 
cr ime of improving a ba<I farm, a heavy fine, in t h e form 
of increased rates, has been levied upon the persons found 
in occupat ion of the l a n d — p o u r encourager les autres. 

" T H E E N D OF A GOOD F I G H T . " — S u p p o r t e r s of t h e 
Municipal Organisat ion for the Taxat ion of Land Values 
me t yesterday under particularly happy auspices. T h e 
70 m e m b e r s of Par l iament , who suppor ted the proceedings 
by their presence, are no doub t less than a fifth of the total 
n u m b e r who would cheerful ly give their support , but were 
prevented f rom a t tending in person, just as the 25 
authori t ies directly represented s tand for 500 that have 
jo ined the organisat ion. T h e Lord Provost of Glasgow 
fitly took the chair, for it was on the invitation of the Cor-
porat ion of Glasgow tha t the first conference of local 
authori t ies on this impor tan t quest ion was called together . 
T h e red vans a n d the yellow vans have done their work 
well. T h e y have raised a ques t ion—which even ten years ago 

f ewunde r s tood—in to a proposi t ion of urgent pract icalpol i t ics . 
T h r e e years ago a misguided politican ven tu red to asperse 
to the doct r ine of F ree T r a d e , of which C o b d e n was the chief 
protagonist . T h e forces of tha t politioian have been sha t te red , 
and , in a few months , Cobden ' s doct r ine will be still fu r the r 
carr ied into practice by a Bill for the treeing of land by the 
taxation of L a n d Va lues .—London Daily News, 2112lob. # # * 

Mr. Char les Trevelyan, M.P . , has received the following 
let ter f rom Mr. A. D a n a s c h k e (Pres iden t ) and Mr . A. 
Poh lman (vice-President) of the Bund Deutsclier Bodenre-

former:— 
" Dear S i r , — T h e League of Ge rman Land-reformers has 

watched with the greatest interest t he p rominen t par t t he 
quest ion of taxing land values has played in the election cam-
paign just finished, and begs to congra tu la te you a n d all 
those who fought with you in this m e m o r a b l e contest , u p o n 
the wonderful success you have achieved. 

" Now the road seems to be clear for that grand re form 
which, if properly carried out , is des t ined to mark an e p o c h 
in the history of your country . 

" Please tell your f r iends that we are looking forward with 
keenest a t tent ion to the first s teps your Governmen t will 
take in that direct ion ; tha t we do not underes t imate t he 
immense difficulties to be faced, and tha t we wish you every 
success in the coming struggle." 

• # • 

T H E C H U R C H OF S C O T L A N D AND L A N D V A L U E S . — T h e 
secretary to the E n d o w m e n t C o m m i t t e e of t he C h u r c h of 
Scotland states, with reference to the bill for the taxation of 
land values in Scot land, tha t the E n d o w m e n t C o m m i t t e e 
der ived an annua l income of about , £ 3 5 , 0 0 0 f rom feu-
duties, they be ing one of t he largest ho lders of feu-duties in 
Scot land. If the tax of 2s. per jQ, say, was levied o n feu-
duties, it would mean tha t the poorly-paid ministers in 
quoad sacra parishes would be mu lc t ed to the extent of 
f rom £ 1 2 to £ 1 6 a year .—Dai ly papers, 28/3/06. 

# * * 

Strange tha t there has been no outcry on the part of the 
C h u r c h against t he landlords ' yearly tax of £ 3 5 , 0 0 0 , which 
works out on the above figures of t he Secretary of t h e 
E n d o w m e n t Commi t t ee to £ 1 2 0 to £ 1 6 0 a year on poorly-
paid ministers in quad sacra parishes. I t would appear to 
be an overlook but for t he fact tha t the grumble is not 
against t he 20s. in the tax of t he landlord, bu t against 
the 2S. p roposed by the bill. 

# * * 

T h e H e m e Bay Liberal Association ( K e n t ) has a d o p t e d 
the following resolutions :— 

" T h a t land values, arising, as they do, f rom the presence, 
growth, and activity of t he communi ty , are proper subjects 
of taxation for local a n d imperial p u r p o s e s ; while the 
present system of taxation, in so far as it exempts those 
values a n d imposes the b u r d e n on industry, is un jus t a n d 
const i tu tes a h indrance to munic ipal a n d industrial develop-
m e n t . " 

" T h a t the taxation of land values would prevent the 
holding of land out of use, and is there fore essential to the 
solution of the housing quest ion ; by giving labour freer 
access to land it would s t imula te t rade, agriculture, and 
o ther product ive industry ." 

* * * 

Mr. J . D. Rockefel ler , junior , t eaches a Bible-class, and 
t h e other Sunday his lay s e r m o n deal t with that prosperous 
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young m a n Joseph. H e recoun ted the s imple story of tha t 
corner in whea t—how Joseph sold his garnered corn to 
the people till their money was gone, t h e n took their flocks 
and herds, then their lands, and finally themselves in servi-
t ude to his master t he King . " But look you upon what 
liberal terms Joseph took the people 's land ," cries young 
Mr. Rockefel ler . " H e allowed t hem to occupy the lands 
even after they had t r aded t hem for his corn. T h e y simply 
paid him rent a n d b e c a m e t enan t s ins tead of landlords. 
Surely tha t was generous " ! A n d it appears tha t bo th Mr . 
Rockefe l le r and his aud ience kep t a straight face .— Daily 
Chronicle, 26/3/06. 

* » * 

Pr iva te ownership in land is, i ndeed , an ancient institu-
tion ; going, I have n o doubt , b e y o n d the t ime of J acob . 
So was slavery. B u d d h i s m a n d Confuc ian i sm are more 
ancient than Chris t iani ty. Civilisation a n d burglary exist 
side by side. In t he ruder savage a n d semi-savage com-
muni t ies locks, bolts, a n d bars are not n e e d e d ; m e m b e r s of 
the tribe, as a rule , d o no t steal f rom each o the r—they steal 
f rom o ther tribes. Civilisation takes inst i tut ions like 
proper ty in land, S e c o n d C h a m b e r Legis la tures , as 
musicians take long hair, a n d c lergymen black suits, 
because it has not yet real ised the essential dis t inct ion 
between post hoc a n d sine qua non. I n o ther words, private 
proper ty in land has seemed to be the only m e t h o d of 
get t ing security of t enure . T h e r e is no th ing in t he proposal 
to tax l and values, even if it were carr ied out to the ful lest 
extent and all rent went into t he publ ic purse, to in ter fere 
with security of o c c u p a n c y ; a man could hold for life, 
subject only to the payment , not of any speculat ive rent , 
but the pure economic rent , and without the a d d e d bu rdens 
of local a n d munic ipa l taxat ion.—WM. C A S S E L S in t he 
Glasgow Herald. 

* * * 

T h e Leeds City Counc i l last m o n t h dec ided by 27 to 10 
to peti t ion Pa r l i amen t in favour of the taxat ion of land 
values. 

* # • 

,300 AN ACRE.—For the widening of Piccadi l ly 
the L o n d o n Coun ty Counci l has been for some t ime nego-
tiating the purchase of a strip of l and f ront ing Piccadil ly and 
St. James 's-s t reet , L o n d o n . T h e area, which is, of course, 
built upon , conta ins abou t 1200 square feet, a n d the price 
agreed upon to be paid for it is 1,000. T h i s works out 

^ 3 4 3 s 4d a square foot, or t he e n o r m o u s sum of 
. £ 1 , 4 8 8 , 3 0 0 . — D a i l y paper . 

* * # 

T h e Russ ian Minis te r of F i n a n c e in his p rog ramme of 
taxation, provides for t he taxat ion of land va lues .—Dai ly 
papers, 29th March . 

* # * 

^ T h e annua l of mee t ing the L a n d Law R e f o r m Associa-
tion (Sir Walter Foster , M.P . , presiding), 28/3/06, expressed 
its p leasure in a resolut ion that t he Bills for t h e Taxat ion of 
L a n d Values had passed the second read ing stage by large 
majori t ies . 

* * # 

An Amer ican co r responden t writes : — " Y o u r editorial 
(March No. ) speaks of ' ba rnac les . ' W e trust that Land 
Values will never lapse f rom sett ing its Amer ican f r iends a 
splendid example of always working with its gloves on . " 
We apprecia te the compl imen t , bu t what will our f r iend say 
to the L o r d Advocate in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s l ikening 
the landlords to " parasi tes ." Gloves off or on , " b a r n a c l e s " 
and " p a r a s i t e s " is the plain Engl ish of it. 

* * • 

O n t h e L a n d Values Taxa t ion (Scot land) Bill, 23/3/06, 
there was very little cross-voting. O n e Liberal , Mr. Ju l ius 
Ber t ram, jo ined Mr. H a r o l d Cox in voting against the Bill, 
while t he following Union is t s vo ted for it :—J. S. H a r m o o d -
Banner , Alexander Cross, R . P. H o u s t o n , T . H . Sloan, F. 

E. Smith. T h u s all t he five Liverpool m e m b e r s present 
voted for t he Bill. O n e Glasgow representat ive, Mr. 
C a m e r o n Corbet t , r e sponded to the Lord Advoca te ' s 
chal lenge by voting against it .— Tribune. 

OUR OBJECT. 

This journa l exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

The Taxation of Land Values is not a tax on land 
but on the value of land. Thus it would not fall on 
all land, but only on valuable land, and on that not 
in proportion to the use made of it, but in proportion 
to its value. It would thus be a tax, not on the use 
or improvement of land, but on the ownership of land, 
taking what would otherwise go to the owner as 
owner, and not as a user of the land. 

In assessments under the Taxation of Land Values 
all value created by individual use or improvement 
would be excluded, and the only value taken into con-
sideration would be the value attaching to the bare 
land by reason of neighbourhood, public improve-
ments, &c. Thus the farmer would have no more 
taxes to pay than the speculator who held a similar 
piece of land idle, and the man who on a city lot 
erected a valuable building would be taxed no more 
than the man who held a similar block vacant. 

The Taxation of Land Values, in short, would call 
upon men to contribute to the public revenues, not in 
proportion to what they produce or accumulate, but 
in proportion to the value of the natural opportunities 
they hold. It would compel them to pay just as 
much for holding land idle as for putting it to the 
fullest use. 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) T a k e the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements , a n d put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of pounds 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a horde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government , a n d greatly 
r educe its cost. 

(3) I ' would d o away with fines and penal t ies now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
bui lds a machine , or in any way adds to the general 
stock of wealth and employs labour . It would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duct ion or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full products of his toil, 
whether of hands or brain. 

It would, on the other hand, by taking for public 
uses that value which attaches to land by reason of 
the growth and improvement of the community, make 
the holding of land unprofitable to the mere owner, 
and profitable only to the user. It would thus make 
it impossible for speculators and monopolists to hold 
natural opportunities—such as valuable land—unused 
or only half used, and would throw open to labour 
the illimitable field of employment which the earth 
offers to man. 

Just Published 

"THE MENAGE OF PRIVILEGE, 
B y H E N R Y G E O R G E , J u n . 
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T H E SOCIALIST LABOUR GROUP. 

Appearing in "Reynold's Newspaper,'' 1 8 / 2 / 0 6 . 

T h e r e are twenty-nine member s of the new Socialist-
L a b o u r Group. Of these only nine are purely T r a d e 
Union i s t M.P. 's , while n o fewer than twenty are Socialist 
T r a d e Unionis ts . Wi th this prepondera t ing majority, it is 
not surpris ing that Mr . Ke i r Hard i e , the most p rominent 
figure a m o n g the I . L . P . Socialists, should have been elected 
cha i rman of t he new Group . Mr. Hard ie , it must be said, 
has always been entirely consistent in his public career, 
s ince he a b a n d o n e d Liberal ism for Socialism. H i s bit ter 
an tagonism to Liberal ism is a mat ter of public notoriety, 
and the Group, by electing h im chairman, naturally have 
signified their endorsemen t of that policy. 

I t is with p rofound regret we notice that the details of the 
voting on this impor tan t occasion have been kept secret, a 
regret table imitation of condemnab le practices in bo th the 
T o r y a n d Liberal parties. I t is, however, unders tood that 
there was a trial of s trength between Mr. Shackleton, as 
represent ing the T r a d e Unionis t e lement , and Mr. H a r d i e 
as represent ing the Socialist element, and that Mr. Shackle-
ton received fourteen votes, against fifteen cast for Mr. 
Ha rd i e . T h a t the situation may be more clearly unders tood 
we r ep roduce the analysis given by us a few weeks ago of 
the composi t ion of the new Socialist-Labour Group, and of 
the Radica l Labour G r o u p :— 

L.R.C (Trade Unionist) M.P.'s (9). 
HENDERSON, A . , 
SHAOELETON. D . J . , 
BOWEBMAN, C . \ V . , . . . 
GILL, A . H 
GLOVER, T . , 
JENKINS, J 
KELLEY, G . D . , 
W A L S H , S . , 
W I L K I E , A . , 

Barnard Castle. 
Clitheroe (Lanes.) 
Deptford. 
Bolton. 
St. Helens. 
Chatham. 
S. "YV. Manchester. 
Ince i Lanes). 
Dundee. 

L.R.C. (Socialist) M.P.'s (20). 
CROOKS, W., Woolwich. 

. Merthyr TydviL 

. Blackfriars (Glasgow). 

. N.E. Manchester. 

. Barrow. 

. Gorton (Lanes.) 
. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
. W. Bradford. 

Leicester. 
Preston. 
E. Leeds. 
Halifax. 
W. Wolverhampton. 
Norwich. 
Newton (Lanes.). 
Blackburn. 
Sunderland. 

. S. West Ham. 

. Stockport. 

. W. Houghton (Lanes.). 

Radical-Labour M.P.'s (25). 

HARDIE, KEIR, 
BARNES, G . N 
CLYNES, J . R . , 
DUNCAN, C . , 
HODGE, JOHN, 
HUDSON, W . , 
JOWKTT, F . W . , 
MACDONALD, RAMSAY 
MACPHERSON, J . T . , 
O'GBADY, J . , 
PARKER, J . , 
RICHARDS, T . F . , . . . 
ROBERTS, G . H . , . . . 
SEDDON, J . A . , 
SNOWDKN, P . , 
SCMMERBELL, T . , . . . 
THORNE, W . , 
WARDLE, J . G 
WILSON, W . T „ 

ABBAHAM, W . , 
BELL, RICHARD, 
BBOADHURST, H . , . . . 
BURNS, JOHN, 
BUBT, THOMAS, 
CKEMER, W . R . , 
FENWICK, C . , 
HALL, FEED. , 
JOHNSON, J . , 
RICHABD, THOMAS,. . . 
WILSON, JOHN, 
BRACE, WILLIAM . . . 
EDWARDS, ENOCH, .. . 

HABLAM, J . , 
JOHNSON, W . , 
MADDISON, F . , 
NICHOLLS, G . , 
RICHARDSON, A . , . . . 
ROWLANDS, JAMES, .. 
STEADMAN, W . C . , . . . 
TAYLOR, J . W . , 
W A D S WORTH, J . , . . . 
W A B D , JOHN, 
WILLIAMS, J . , 
WILSON, HAVELOCK, 

Rhondda (Glamorgan). 
Derby. 
Leicester. 
Battersea. 
Morpeth. 
Haggerston. 
Wansbeck (Northumberland). 
Normanton (Yorkshire). 
Gateshead. 
W. Monmouth. 
Mid Durham. 
S. Glamorganshire. 
Hanley. 
Chesterfield. 
Burnley. 
Nuneaton (Warwickshire). 
N. Northamptonshire. 
S. Nottingham. 
Dartford, Kent. 
Central Finsbury. 
Chester-le-Street. 
Hallamshire (Yorks.) 
Stoke-on-Trent. 
Gower (Glamorgan). 
Middlesbrough. 

France, where the Radical-Socialist G r o u p is one of the best 
known, and most powerful, combinat ions . T h e r e are fifty-
one advanced Radicals in the H o u s e ef Commons , who, 
apart f rom the Nonconformis t e lement , form a dist inct 
political group by themselves. W e see no reason why there 
should not be an entente be tween them, and the two L a b o u r 
groups—-Radical-Labour and Socialist-Labour. 

One of the difficulties of the situation is that the Socialist-
Labour G r o u p have no p rogramme, a n d that, individually, 
they have very diverse opinions on several mat te rs of great 
public impor t ance—such as the ques t ion of child labour , of 
the Eight H o u r s Day for miners, and so forth. A party 
without a p rogramme is a p h e n o m e n o n never before known 
in any country, and exper ience will show that it is a hap-
hazard me thod of politics which c a n n o t last. 

So far as we are able to judge f rom the u t te rances of the 
leading member s of the Social is t-Labour Group, we can see 
no difference at present in their a ims a n d the objec ts which 
the Radica l -Democra ts had been advocat ing for years before 
the format ion of the new party. 

O n e other e lement of confus ion is t he name which the 
Labour Representa t ion C o m m i t t e e proposes to adopt , tha t 
is, the L a b o u r party. Bu t we have already the I n d e p e n d e n t 
L a b o u r party, which is a Socialist organization. I t would 
be more convenient if a body with twenty Socialist m e m b e r s 
and nine T r a d e Un ion m e m b e r s called itself, what it is, the 
Social ist-Labour Group . T h e r e are twenty-five Radical -
Labour T r a d e Un ion members , represent ing some of t he 
most impor tan t T r a d e U n i o n s of the K ingdom. T h e y 
naturally resent a body which is mainly Socialistic appro-
priating the title of " Labour . " T h i s may cause a good 
deal of fr ict ion. 

I n d e e d , t he mischief has already begun. T h e Burn ley 
Weavers ' Association, n u m b e r i n g 14,000 members , have 
dec ided to withdraw f rom the L a b o u r Represen ta t ion Com-
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mittee, on the ground tha t it is too Socialistic, a n d tha t t he 
Socialist cand ida tes are financed by T r a d e Union funds . 

On this knot ty point we not ice t ha t t he Amalgama ted 
Society of Engineers is one of the largest cont r ibu tors to the 
income of the L.R.C. , paying an affiliation fee of £ 6 5 , and 
an annua l subscript ion to t he Par l iamentary F u n d of ^ 3 5 0 . 
O the r large contr ibutors a re :— 

Amalgamated Society of Carpen te r s a n d Joiners , ^ 2 5 7 . 
Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants , ^ 2 2 2 . 
Texti le Fac tory Workers ' Associat ion (Weavers), ^ 2 2 4 . 
Boiler Makers and I ron and Steel Ship Builders , ^ 1 8 3 . 
Nat ional U n i o n of Boot and S h o e Operat ives, ^ 1 0 7 . 
Gas Workers ' and Genera l Laboure i s ' Un ion , . £ 1 1 8 . 
Miners ' Federa t ion (Lancash i re and C h e s h i r e ) ^ 135-
Pos tmen ' s Federa t ion , £ 1 2 1 . 
On t he other hand , of the two Socialist organizations, 

affiliated to t he L . R . C . , and having special representa t ion 
on its Execut ive Commi t t ee , we find the I n d e p e n d e n t L a b o u r 
party, with a m e m b e r s h i p of 16,000, paying ^ 6 6 , a n d the 
Fabian Society, with a m e m b e r s h i p of 784, paying ^ 3 5s. 
4d. T h e quest ion of f u n d s is a mos t serious one, and it 
will have to be carefully cons idered . 

We mus t congra tu la te Mr. K e i r H a r d i e on the more 
modera te t one of the first speech he has m a d e s ince he was 
elected to the responsible posit ion of Cha i rman of the 
Social is t-Labour Group . T h e new L a b o u r party, he said, 
was not commi t t ed to Socialism. " I t part ly was a com-
binat ion of the T r a d e Union is t s a n d of t he Socialists to pro-
tect their interests in this day and genera t ion ." H e warned 
his hearers not to expect too m u c h at first, and urged them 
to magnify their points of agreement . 

T h e r e spoke the voice of responsibili ty a n d of, we hope, 
a new temper in that sect ion of Social ism which Mr. Ke i r 
H a r d i e specially represents . On these l ines we can respond 
to Mr. Hard ie ' s appeal for greater uni ty a m o n g t he Pro-
gressive forces, for, as he says—and with this we cordially 
a g r e e — " the way is long a n d rough, and the forces against 
us are greater than is real ized." A n d that is what Reynold's 
Newspaper has been saying all along. 

* * * 

W e give this article verbatim f rom Reynold's on t he new 
labour e l ement in t he H o u s e of C o m m o n s as the best state-
ment of t he case we have seen, in reply to our n u m e r o u s cor-
respondents f rom all parts of the world seeking such informa-
tion. W e d e m u r to Reynold's s t a t emen t that " there are 
fifty -one advanced Rad ica l s in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s 
apart f rom the Nonconfo rmis t e l emen t . " Most of the 
Liberals re tu rned are just as advanced , and many of them 
more informed, on the real labour problem, and as m u c h 
conce rned abou t its solut ion as this " L a b o u r Group , " 
so-called. In the recen t campaign we heard many labour 
candidates , and know m o r e of t hem by repute . T h e y are 
very earnest and enthusias t ic about the wrongs the c o m m o n 
people endure , but except for their reference to the shib-
boleths of Soc ia l i sm—the organisat ion of industry, and the 
means of produc t ion by the State, a n d their desire to smash 
the Libera l party they have—noth ing to advoca te of any 
value to t h e workers tha t t he Liberal party is not prepared 
to deal with on democra t ic lines. 
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T H E HOUSE OF COMMONS AND 
T H E T A X A T I O N OF LAND VALUES. 

SECOND READING OF THE BILL PROMOTED BY 
THE MUNICIPALITIES APPLYING TO SCOTLAND 

CARRIED BY 319 to 61. 

From " The Times" Report, Sfjjjod. 

M R . S U T H E R L A N D (Elgin Burghs), 
Moved the second reading of this Bill. H e said that 

originally he had in t ended the Bill to apply to counties, a n d 
also tha t it should empower local authori t ies compulsori ly to 
acqui re l and at a fair value. Af te r considerat ion, however, 
it was t hough t that the e m b o d i m e n t of those clauses would 
unnecessar i ly ove rbu rden the Bill, and he had accordingly 
l imited it to what was generally known as the Glasgow Bill. 
By so doing a straight issue was presented on which to 
d iv ide—namely , the principle of the taxation of land values. 
T h a t pr inciple had been suppor ted by no fewer than abou t 
550 municipali t ies, by the Pr ime Minister in a recent speech, 
by the Chancel lor of the Exchequer , and also by the L o r d 
Advocate , whom he sincerely congra tu la ted on his appoint-
ment to that post. (Hear , hear .) T h e H o u s e last year 
passed t h e principle of this measure by a major i ty of 20, a 
major i ty which in that re formed H o u s e he believed would 
be largely increased. Roughly speaking, the Bill provided 
for a separa te valuat ion of sites, and for the imposit ion of a 
rate not exceeding 2s. in the p o u n d on site values. Clause 
7 provided for the taxation of feu duties by the me thod of 
granting a right of relief to the person liable in payment of 
the feu duty against the person enti t led to receive payment . 
H e did not p resume to think tha t the H o u s e would agree 
with every detail of t h e Bill, but hoped they would agree 
with t he main principle. T h e r e was a fundamen ta l dis-
t inct ion be tween sites a n d buildings. T h e mere presence 
of a c o m m u n i t y sufficed to bring abou t an apprecia t ion in 
the value of a site. O n e of t he effects of this Bill would be 
to kill l and speculat ion. Unoccup ied , undeve loped land 
would be taxed. Vacant land at present pa id little or 
noth ing for public purposes, and owing to land being held 
u p rents increased. T h e present system was a tax on in-
dustry. T h e more a man did to make his house valuable 
the more he had to pay. We penalized the owner of houses 
for his energy and enterprise, and favoured the man who 
h a d a site, but would nei ther build nor allow others to 
build. A great deal had been said about t he unea rned 
increment . I t was not right to say that it was unea rned ; it 
was unea rned as far as the landlord was concerned , but not 
as far as the commun i ty was concerned . Some people 
main ta ined that the whole of the unea rned increment should 
go to t h e communi ty ; but this Bill only went so far as to 
propose tha t a ra te not exceeding 2s. should be levied in 
addi t ion to the ordinary rates. T h e hon . m e m b e r for 
H o l b o r n had given notice of a mot ion ob jec t ing to piece-
meal legislation deal ing with t he inc idence of taxation. T h e 
hon. m e m b e r ' s p rocedure r eminded him of t he remark of 
Pres iden t Lincoln, that he generally found tha t t he man who 
pro tes ted that he would shed the last d r o p ef his b lood in 
defence of his country, was amazingly particular about t he 
first d rop . (Laughter . ) T h e Bill dealt with t he impor tan t 
quest ion of feu-duties. Feu dut ies acqui red their value 
f rom the presence of the communi ty , and so ough t in just ice 
to con t r ibu te to t he bu rdens of the communi ty . T h e view 
that feu duty was equivalent to interest on a mor tgage was 
incorrect . It was no more interest on a mor tgage with l and 
as security than rent was interest on a bond with a house as 
security. H e held tha t a feu duty was a rent, and , as such, 
should bear its fair share of the b u r d e n s that o ther rents had 
to bear. T h e retrospect ive effect of this measure was a 
mat ter for discussion in Commit tee . All he asked hon . 

member s to d o now was to assent to the second reading of 
the Bill, so tha t they might thrash out all such points in 
Commit tee . T h e r e was m u c h talk abou t f reedom of con-
tract. At t he present m o m e n t in the north-east of Scot land 
a Board wanted a piece of land on which to build a school, 
and it was laid down as a condi t ion that the building should 
be reserved for that purpose for all t ime or the land would 
not be granted. Many towns were prevented from extend-
ing in the direct ion they desired owing to the difficulty of 
acquiring land. A few years ago the Corpora t ion of Aber-
deen erected a bridge across the Dee , which gave access to 
180 acres of land belonging to a land association. T h e 
bridge cost . £25 ,000 , of which the Associat ion con t r ibu ted 
£ 3 , 0 0 0 or , £ 4 , 0 0 0 , yet when the H a r b o u r Commiss ione i s 
wanted 8 i acres of t he association's land, which they had 
m a d e so valuable, they were charged no less than £ 5 6,000, 
a l though the annual rental on the valuat ion roll was only 
. £ 4 4 4 . For 4 f acres of land lying ad jacen t and be longing 
to ano the r owner, the Corpora t ion were mulc ted in £ 2 9 , 9 0 0 , 
a l though the annua l rental on the valuation roll was only 
, £ 3 2 10s. H e believed this Bill would redress many of t he 
grievances which existed unde r t he present system, and its 
operat ion would have a most marked effect upon a class of 
men who did so m u c h against t he best interests of the 
c o u n t r y — t h e class known as slum landlords. (Hear , hear .) 
H e asked the H o u s e by giving the Bill a second reading to 
do some measure of jus t ice to t he popula t ion of the towns. 
T h e Government , he hoped , would not disregard the 
author i ta t ive view of the 550 municipali t ies which advoca ted 
the passing of this measure . 

M R . L A I D L A W ( R e n f r e w , E . ) , 
in seconding the mot ion, said those who in previous deba te s 
on this ques t ion had upheld the status quo were no longer 
m e m b e r s of this H o u s e . T h e system which the Bill was 
des igned to a m e n d r eminded h im of the pumps on the old 
Scottish roads ides at which the t r a m p had to labour hard 
before they would yield him re f reshment , the explanat ion 
of his difficulty being that for every d r o p of water he ob-
tained for himself he p u m p e d u p a gallon for t he big house 
on the hill. T h e working man was hit three t imes by the 
present working of the land laws. As the value of the land 
went u p he had to pay more rent to his landlord, he had to 
pay more to the rate collector, a n d he had to take less wages 
f rom his employer , who became less able to pay him. H e 
did not b lame men for doing what he would do himself 
when he had any th ing of value to sell. H e b lamed the 
system under which l and worth per acre fe tched from 
. £ 4 0 to £ 2 0 0 when wanted for t he shelter of men or for 
o ther publ ic purposes. W h e n the Cathcar t School Board 
wanted to erect a publ ic school land worth £ 2 10s per acre 
went u p to £ 1 0 0 . For conver t ing a swamp into a recreation 
g round the Glasgow Corpora t ion pa d . £ 4 3 , 5 0 0 for 4 3 J 
acres. T h e Glasgow municipal bui ldings were buil t on a 
site which cost the Corpora t ion , £175 ,000 . T h e land had 
originally be longed to t he Corpora t ion and had been sold 
for £ 8 0 0 . T h e Bill p roposed no unt r ied experiment , but 
one just i f ied by its success in the Colonies a n d other 
countr ies . A m o n g the objec t ions urged to such a Bill were 
the heavy expenses of landowners in laying out estates, and 
the ha rdsh ip tha t would fall upon investors. T o the first it 
might be replied that for every shilling laid out there came 
the re turn of a pound . As to t he " widows a n d o rphans " 
plea, as he might call it, it could be said a measure of this 
k ind would benefi t 100 widows for every one it in jured. 
T r u s t f u n d s would suffer no more than they did when the 
rate on Consols was reduced . But these and other objec-
t ions h e left to be deal t with by o ther speakers. T h e aim 
of the suppor te rs of the Bill was to provide better housing 
for the working classes. H e had no object ion to millionaires 
when their large incomes resul ted from the exercise of 
superior abilities, bu t t he accumula t ion of unea rned wealth 
on one side of the scale mean t increase of misery a n d 
wretchedness on the other . H e appealed to all sections of 
t he H o u s e to give t he Bill a favourable recept ion. T h e 
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Prime Minister had pronounced in favour of the principle, 
from the Secretary for Scotland might be expected effective 
support, to the Chancellor of the Exchequer it indicated a 
new source of revenue, Liberal members were pledged to 
support the principle, and he might even appeal to the 
" r e m n a n t " of the Opposition not yet convinced (laughter) 
to assist in the beneficent object. 

MR. H A R O L D COX (Preston), 
in moving the rejection of the Bill, hoped his Scottish 
friends would not resent his intervention, for, though the 
measure referred only to Scotland, it was supported in the 
hope of extension to the rest of the kingdom. (Hear, hear.) 
The Bill was based upon delusive arguments put forward by 
Mr. Henry George. It was 25 years since he professed to 
teach a new gospel from America which was really a 
rechauffe of an 18th century doctrine that nothing should be 
taxed except land. T h e real object he had in view was to 
get rid of private property in land. In a circular issued by 
a gentleman who had led this agitation in Scotland it was 
said " The fundamental principle upon which this Bill rests 
is that land is not and cannot become private property." 
Were the Government prepared to accept that definition of 
the Bill ? Were they going to risk the reputation of the 
Liberal party by conducting a campaign against private pro-
perty in land ? H e hoped the Lord Advocate would assure 
the House that he did not accept this view of the Bill, but 
that he regarded it merely as a measure of reform of local 
taxation. As civilisation advanced the relative importance 
of land declined and the relative importance of capital in-
creased. Again and again they had been told that land was 
a monopoly. (Hear , hear.) That was not true. A piece 
of land was a monopoly just as a particular pair of trousers 
were a monopoly. (Laughter, and an hon. member, " Y o u 
cannot make land.") There was more land already made. 
In England and Wales alone there were over 1,000,000 
separate owners of land, and yet people used the phrase 
" monopoly of land." A large number of these owners were 
every day trying to sell their land and were unable to find 
purchasers. Of course there were occasions when a piece of 
land was required for the benefit of the community. In 
those cases it was the duty of the community to pay a fair 
price for the land. What they ought to do was to enlarge 
the powers of local authorities so that they could buy land 
with less difficulty than at present. (Hear, hear.) This 
Bill did not do that. All it did was to impose a tax on land 
with the object of forcing the owners to sell their land at 
a low price to somebody else. That was unjust. This 
Bill was an inverted form of protection. I t was said that 
land was held back and therefore it should be taxed. Was 
labour never held back ? H a d they never heard of strikes ? 
If they accepted the principle of this Bill, it would be 
equally just to put a heavy tax on every man who went on 
strike. H e contended that, far from the taxation of land 
values assisting the solution of the housing question, it would 

work in a contrary direction, H e quoted figures in con-
nexion with a co-operative housing scheme in London to 
show that if those concerned had got the land for nothing 
there would have been a saving of only £ 1 3s. 6d. on the 
total annual cost of each house, whereas if they had been 
able to get their capital at 1 per cent, there would have been 
a saving of £3 18s. 6d. Therefore, he said, the housing 
problem would not be solved even if they got the land for 
nothing. ^ It was much more important to have cheap 
capital. T h e question of unearned increment was not dealt 
with by the Bill. What the Bill did was to tax, at an equal 
pound rate, land whether it had fallen or risen in value. 
What they were really doing under its provisions was to im-
pose a special tax on the persons who owned land. I t all 
came back to this, and to this only, that they proposed to 
put a penal tax on a specially selected class of the 
community—a class that was already paying full income-tax 
and was, in addition, to be called upon to pay an income-tax 
of 2s. in the pound. H e would ask the promoters of the 
Bill how they would deal with this case. One workman 
saved his money and bought a house. Another workman 
put his savings into the bank, The promoters proposed to 
tax the first man at the rate of 2s., and the other man went 
free. (Hear, hear.) Take another case. A man left to 
one of his daughters ,£20 a year in ground-rents. T o his 
other daughter he left ^ 2 0 in Consols. The girl who had 
£20 in Consols would pay nothing, while the girl with ^ 2 0 
in ground-rents would pay £2 a year. (Hear, hear.) It 
was all very well for people to use metaphysical arguments 
about access to the land, but there was something more im-
portant, and that was to maintain justice between individuals 
(Opposition cheers), and unril the Lord Advocate was able 
to tell them where the justice lay in thus picking out one 
individual for a penal tax and leaving the other untaxed, he 
thought they were justified in opposing the Bill. Clause 7 
practically said that existing contracts should be torn up 
(cries of " No "), and if the Government, which would not 
destroy the sanctity of contracts in South Africa, even 
though they were tainted with slavery, said they would not 
destroy the sanctity of contracts in order to shift the burdens 
of rates and taxes in Scotland, and this clause were got rid 
of, the whole agitation would tumble to pieces. (Opposi-
tion cheers and Ministerial cries of " No.") What was the 
motive behind the Bill ? I t was to get hold of the great 
landowner. (Cries of " No.") Well, if they did not get 
hold of the great landowner, the proposal would affect only 
the ordinary ratepayer, and he would have to pay two taxes 
instead of one. It was a great mistake to assume that only 
the great landowners were involved in this question T h e 
Prudential Assurance Company had ,£13,000,000 invested 
in land. Those were the people who they would hit if this 
clause were maintained. (Opposition cheers.) The move-
ment was essentially a capitalists' movement. (Laughter ) 
Well, he could only point out this most significant fact, that 
the supporters of this movement included some of the mo<t 
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prominen t capitalists of the country. (Opposi t ion cheers.) 
T h e very men who had m a d e their money on the Stock 
E x c h a n g e would go down and buy the land cheap. I t 
would be merely transferring the land from the old owner to 
the new capitalist. (Hear , hear.) Did the Lord Advocate 
accept t he whole of the report of the Royal Commiss ion or 
did he pick out just those little bits which suited his argu-
men t and ignore the rest ? T h e report c o n d e m n e d Bills of 
this character . I t was unfair to quote t he report as in 
favour of this Bill. I t was equally unfair to quo te the case 
of New Zealand, for in New Zealand the land tax was a sub-
sti tution for the income-tax. (Hear, hear.) H e appealed to 
his hon . f r iends not to block the path of progress by support-
ing this Bill, which was based upon an t iqua ted metaphysics 
and false economics . If passed into law, it would inflict 
injust ice upon thousands who possessed bu t scanty means, 
and would compel people to pay very heavily for the sole 
cr ime of having ven tu red to invest their savings in the soil 
of their native land. (Cheers . ) 

SIR H . C R A I K (Glasgow and Aberdeen Universities), 
s econded the mot ion for the reject ion of the Bill. H e said 
he would not occupy t he t ime of the H o u s e at the length 
the mover and seconder of the second reading had occu-
pied it. They had repeated a rguments of the most elemen-
tary k ind which in no way a d d e d to the s t rength of the case 
generally put forward in favour of this confiscatory Bill. H e 
opposed the Bill in the interests of educat ional insti tutions, 
many charit ies, fr iendly societies, and many poor investors 
of the thrif ty h u m b l e classes, as well as in the interests of 
t rade un ions who invested in land. T h e main mover in this 
agitation had been a Glasgow Bailie, who admi t t ed that the 
Glasgow T o w n Council lors had changed their convict ions 
on this subject for the sake of keeping their seats. If the 
reference of the seconder to the loss of Par l iamentary seats 
by those who opposed the Bill last year par took of t he 
na ture of a threat , he replied tha t such threats would prove 
powerless on the Unionis t side of the House . T h e r e was 
a conflict going on between the advocates of taxation of land 
values generally and those who conf ined themselves to the 
taxat ion of u rban values. T h i s explained the discrepancy 
be tween the title of the Bill a n d its actual provisions. T h e 
opinion of the Commiss ion on the H o u s i n g of the Working 
Classes, which had been cited in favour of this Bill, was 
d i scounted by the dissentient remarks of the late Lord 
Salisbury and of Mr. (now Lord) Goschen. A m u c h more 
impor tan t authori ty was the Select Commi t t ee on T o w n 
Hold ings , which repor ted in 1892, in a sense directly 
opposed to the prel iminary par t of this measure . T h e 
Local Taxat ion Commiss ion repor ted strongly against the 
plan of this B i l l ; it was only a minori ty repor t f rom 
which quo ta t ion h a d been m a d e in this deba te . H o w 
could any holding u p of land do otherwise t han affect the 
owner as well as the receiver of rents ? Surely the owner 
could be left to judge by self-interest of the mos t useful 
purpose to which he could turn his land, a n d he looked 
forward to a fu ture re turn that would recoup h im for pre-
sent abs t inence. ( H e a r , hear .) H e looked forward to 
letting at an enhanced value, and that also would repay the 
rating authori ty. If there were cases of capricious holding-
u p they could be met by an addi t ion to t he compulsory 
powers of purchase ves ted in local authorit ies, or a Com-
mission in Lunacy. (Laughter . ) Th i s par t of the Bill 
would achieve very l i t t l e ; its machinery was bad, and it 
in t roduced an entirely new principle, tha t of taking t he 
capital valuat ion and assessing the ra teable value u p o n 
that . T h e value of l and f l u c t u a t e d ; in the suburbs of 
towns an exaggerated value was of ten pu t u p o n it, and at 
the end of a few years the owner found he could not realise 
anyth ing like the est imate. Ano the r evil would be the dis-
couragement of open spaces a n d gardens. N o greater 
blow could be directed against the projectors of " garden 
cities " than the passing of this Bill. Bu t the impor tan t 
part of the Bill was its confiscatory character . I t was 
pushed forward by the two leagues establ ished in Eng land 

a n d Scot land with the ul t imate purpose , as was shown in 
the evidence given by representa t ives of the Scott ish L a n d 
Res tora t ion League before the Roya l Commiss ion , of mak-
ing municipal i t ies into landlords receiving rents by way of 
taxation. Could there be a m o r e capricious, tyrannical , 
hard-hear ted landlord than a rat ing authori ty ? W h e r e 
would be fixity of t e n u r e ? A man would have certain 
rights under a lease, a n d when he wished to dispose of 
these, new quest ions of increment would arise a n d the 
whole business would be gone over again. T h e real vice 
of the Bill was that it res ted on confiscat ion a n d robbery . 
( " O h , oh.") T h i s Bill was not in accordance with the 
character ot his coun t rymen . (Minister ial cries of " Oh." ) 
H e had had the honour of the fr iendship of t he P r ime 
Minister longer perhaps than any other m e m b e r of that 
House , a n d he was p roud to coun t among his memor ies 
those who had gone before h im a n d were the great bui lders 
and archi tects of t he prosperity of Glasgow—men who 
encouraged the thrift a n d industry of Scotsmen. D i d the 
Pr ime Minister th ink tha t those whose memories they both 
revered would have looked with favour on a Bill like this ? 
Was it not the case that if Clause 7 were cut out of t he 
Bill, hon . m e m b e r s below the gangway would tear it u p and 
throw it in the face of the G o v e r n m e n t ? (.Cries of " N w " 
a n d " Yes.") I hey knew what was the clause tha t would 
enable t he purpose ot this Bu i to be carried out, a n d they 
would not carry it out merely by a change of the inc idence 
of taxat ion. H e urged the Governmen t to assist them in 
throwing out this Bill, and , on t h e other hand, he appea led 
to hon. gen t lemen below the gangway not to be de luded by 
conciliatory s ta tements a n d soft promises that were not 
likely to be fulfilled. 

T h e L O R D A D V O C A T E (Mr. T . Shaw) 
said he had l istened with some surprise to the speech which 
had just been made . T h e hon. gen t lemen had descr ibed 
this Bill as confiscation. I t must have been by inadver tence 
tha t he forgot to al lude to t he sacredness of t he British 
Const i tu t ion. ( L a u g h t e r . ) ^ H e did not propose to lollow 
the hon. gen t leman a n d the hon. m e m b e r tor P res ton into 
the personal topics they had raised. Assuming tha t H e n r y 
George, Bailie Ferguson, and Bailie Burt would have ap-
proved of this Bill, let t hem p roceed to consider whether it 
was a good Bill. (Laughter . ) T h i s was a lamiliar Bill in 
the H o u s e of C o m m o n s . A Conservat ive H o u s e ot Com-
m o n s had voted for a Bill on these terms. T h e opposi t ion 
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to the Bill seemed to be attenuated in dimensions, but 
accentuated in quality. H e ventured to think there was 
not one of the seven members for Glasgow who would 
oppose the principle of this Bill as he would expound it. One 
man who would go into the Opposition lobby was the mem-
ber, not for the community, but for the University. If the 
hon. gentleman charged the promoters of this Bill with 
confiscation, he must take hard knocks in his turn. Was it 
not a notable circumstance that when a measure was pro-
moted by the humane men who had for generations consti-
tuted the Corporation of Glasgow, the University member 
should taunt them with confiscation ? There had been a 
growth of public opinion on this matter in recent years 
owing to the enormous increase of local and Imperial 
taxation. T h e poor-ratepayers and taxpayers had been 
forced to consider whether it might not be possible, without 
injustice, confiscation, or robbery, to change the incidence 
of taxation on land as recommended by men of the highest 
skill. H e would cite in favour of the principle of this Bill 
such names as Lord Balfour of Burleigh (Opposition cries of 
" Oh"), the late Lord Kinross, Sir George Murray, and Sir 
Edward Hamilton, the signatories of the minority report on 
which this Bill was substantially framed. (Opposition cries 
of " O h . " ) It was for hon. members to argue this matter, 
but argument did not consist in explosive interruptions. 
(Laughter.) This Bill was not to be characterized by hard 
terms. There had been report after report pointing out how 
serious was the situation in regard to this subject, not only 
as a rating question but as a social question. In the opinion 
of the Government the times were ripe for this reform. 
(Cheers.) T h e principle of this Bill seemed to be one not 
merely of social expediency, but he thought it was one of 
social necessity. (Hear, hear.) An attack had been made 
upon the justice of the Bill. But how did land become 
valuable ? It became valuable because of the improvements 
effected around it by the community. The proprietors of 
unoccupied land were not always partners in, they were 
often parasites upon, the community. (Hear, hear.) H e 
differed from the views expressed in some of the reports, 
that we should not by this tap new sources of revenue; he 
thought we should. The principle of this Bill was to get to 
the real, as against the fictitious, system of taxation which 
was in vogue in Scotland. This was more than a rating 
reform. He attached great weight to the effect it would 
have upon the housing question. In view of the housing 
question this Bill was a necessity. T h e social reform which 
accompanied this measure was almost greater in its effect 
than a change in the incidence of taxation. An appeal had 
been made to Scottish independence. H e did not think 
Scottish independence could be better shown than by 
endeavouring to put an end to a state of things in which 
" one-half of the entire nation lived under overcrowded 
conditions, while almost whole counties were preserved as 
deer forests and private parks." (Cheers.) T h e 8 per cent, 
of overcrowded persons, which was the figure for Wales, 
faded into comparative insignificance beside the 46 per cent! 
which was the measure of overcrowding in Scotland. One 
half the nation] in Scotland were crowded together at 
the rate of more than two persons to a room, while the 
whole population, if spread out, would have no less than 
four and one-third acres for every man, woman, and child 
in the kingdom. These were conditions which Scotland 
could put forward a claim to have remedied, and, though 
this Bill would not accomplish all, let them begin. (Cheers.) 
I t was said that the proposals of the Bill were fantastic and 
impossible. When he heard these phrases, and remembered 
how successfully they had been worked in other places, he 
was reminded of the saying of Charles Reade that " t h e 
impossible has clothed itself in fact, and has gone through 
the hollow mockery of taking place." (Laughter and 
cheers.) T h e first requisite was to get a proper system of 
valuation—to substitute a real for a fictitious valuation, and 
the first four clauses substantially operated in that way. 
T h e experience of Mr. Henry, the assessor of Glasgow, con-
firmed his own opinion that it was not at all an impracticable 

thing to settle the value of land and then to settle the value 
of the houses upon it separately. Therefore, the Govern-
ment approved the principle of the first four clauses, and 
thought there was no reason whv the new system of valua-
tion should not be proceeded with without delay. (Cheers.) 
They were of opinion that a year at least should be allowed 
for the operation of the clauses affecting valuation. This 
valuation would go through the ordinary run of appeals, in 
which principles might have to be adjusted and settled 
by the Courts, and, if they postponed until 1907 the 
assessment clause, and made the valuation clauses operative 
now, there would, in the interim, be effected a most valuable 
reform in valuation, the principle of which would be settled, 
so that, when the assessment clause came to be laid in the 
following year, it might be done smoothly and without friction. 
H e looked upon the clause as to existing contracts with 
considerable anxiety. The majority and the minority re-
ports of the Royal Commission on Taxation, and the separate 
Scottish report, all concurred in viewing with unfeigned hos-
tility, on grounds ef principle, the idea of attacking existing 
contracts. T h e minority report stated that all existing con-
tracts should be absolutely respected, but that, in the case of 
future contracts, the owner should be entitled to make the 
deduction substantially as in Clause 7. T h e Government 
proposed to follow that out. I t did not matter who paid. 
T h e thing was what was going to pay. T h e land itself was 
going to pay, and the provision by way of deduction, by the 
man who paid, from some other body who got something 
out of it, had no effect upon the community as a whole, and, 
accordingly, the principle of the clause was intact. H e 
thought Clause 7 was a protest, a perfectly intelligible pro-
test, against the system under which land had been held up 
until large profits had been got. (Hear, hear.) H e did not 
desire to associate this great and salutary reform with any 
violations of existing contracts or invasion of rights 
sanctioned by the State, under which great interests had 
grown up. H e proposed, if the Bill went to the Grand 
Committee on Law, to insert an alteration providing that the 
seventh clause should operate with regard to future trans-
actions in land. (Hear, hear.) H e did not say that this 
Bill was a panacea. It was not a Government Bill, but if 
he had spoken warmly upon it, it was because he so thoroughly 
sympathised with the efforts of the mover, seconder, and 
backers of the Bill. This Parliament had been forced to 
consider principles at their root in connexion with the land 
question and free trade. They had heard about one-sided 
free trade. Cobden himself spoke in favour of a league for 
free trade in land as well as in corn. This Bill sought to 
make land more ready of transfer by depriving owners of 
the temporary advantage which they derived from holding 
it up as against the community itself. H e supposed the Bill 
would be considered a bit of parochialism, but this modest, 
simple measure had in it elements which might prove of 
more abiding value than those of more ostentatious efforts. 
H e welcomed the measure, and it would receive the approval 
of the Government on its second reading. It was one of, 
he hoped, not a few Bills under which a quiet but deter-
mined effort was being made towards reaching the heart of 
our social trouble. 

MR. W H I T T A K E R (Yorks., W.R., Spen Valley) 
recognised that some of the principles of the Bill were 
sound, but warned hon. members against supposing that it 
would accomplish anything like as much as was claimed for 
it. The tax proposed was not sufficient to drive building 
land into the market. In his opinion the community ought 
to get practically the whole of the unearned increment. 
They would only get 10 per cent, of it under this Bill, and 
it was intended to levy 10 per cent, charges in other direc-
tions where there was no justification for it. H e did not 
object to the taxation of site values. H e believed it was 
sound, but some method ought to be adopted of getting this 
unearned increment for the community, especially in the 
large towns. There was no reason whatever why, for the 
future, the additional value given to land by the expenditure 
and labour of the community should not all of it be got into 
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the pocket of the community without doing injustice to any-
body. But the promoters of this Bill would not get by it 
the advantages they thought in many directions. They 
could not dodge the law of political economy. (Hear, 
hear.) If they put on this tax as provided for in the Bill, 
then, of course, for the future everybody who invested in 
or created ground-rents would invest in them or create them 
with a full knowledge of what was before them, and would 
arrange accordingly. (Hear, hear.) He had not a penny 
of interest in ground-rents himself, except that he had to pay 
a ground-rent on his own house to one of the large land-
owners of London, but he wished to warn his hon. friends 
against entertaining the idea that they were about to start 
the millenium with the passing of this Bill. (Hear, hear.) 

MR. P A R K E R (Halifax) 
said he had no expectation that the Bill, when it became 
law, would bring about the millenium, but he considered it 
was a step in the right direction. H e had measured up 
certain areas in our towns, and he found that as a matter of 
fact the poorer classes of the coirmunity, under the existing 
system of rating, paid considerably heavier rates according 
to the ground they occupied than did the classes who were 
better off. (Hear, hear.) H e thought they were all agreed 
that this Bill would remove in time that state of things. Of 
the increase in skilled workers' wages during recent years 
some 30 per cent, had been taken in rising rental; and they 
could not hope to see rents reduced unless they dealt with 
the present system of rating. All the legislation of that 
House imposing new duties on the municipalities tended 
to increase the rates, and new rates must be found upon a 
system which would not, like the present, fall most heavily 
on the working classes and small shopkeepers. The hon. 
member for Glasgow and Aberdeen University had called 
this a confiscatory measure. What about the confiscation 
of the men who took value from the community—the land 
value which had accrued through nothing which the land-
lord himself had done, but through the industry, thrift, and 
activity of the people individually and collectively ? 

MR. C O C H R A N E (Ayrshire, N.) 
complained that there had been a great want of lucidity in 
the explanations of this measure All the hon. members 
who had spoken in its favour had given reasons for sup-
porting a Bill, but not apparently applicable to this particular 
Bill. H e would willingly have many of the improvements 
eloquently referred to by the Lord Advocate carried into 
effect, but he could not see how the right hon. and learned 
gentleman's sentiments tallied with the provisions of the 
Bill. H e had, however, had the courage of his convictions 
in his declaration with regard to Clause 7, which would now 
be deprived of its vitality. T h e Bill would increase the 
burdens it was designed to remove. All the hon. mover 
would succeed in doing would be to secure that where the 
cloak had been taken the coat would be taken also. It 
could not be seriously contended that the minority report of 
the Commission referred to gave any sanction to the pro-
visions of this measure. The hon. member for Preston in 
his able speech had effectively exposed the character of the 
measure. It was strange that those who said that to put a 
tax on grain would raise the price of bread should argue 
that to put a tax on ground-rents could cheapen house rent. 
T h e ultimate result must be to increase house rent. ( " O h , 
oh.") Tha t had been the effect of the introduction of such 
measures in other countries. Under the first clause a pro-
prietor would have extreme difficulty in estimating the value 
of his property, especially with the system of tenement 
houses which prevailed so largely in Scotland. This diffi-
culty was clearly pointed out in the report of the Town 
Holdings Committee. T h e support of the Town Council 
of Glasgow was not given to this or any definite scheme ; it 
was merely a pious opinion, if it could be so called in the 
circumstances. In Scotland it was the custom of builders 
to acquire land for building by a"fee simple or absolute title, 
paying the price or half the price down. T h e difference of 
the system from that in England was that the feu was a 

perpetual charge. In England the lease would come to an 
end, and the landlord might get the advantage of increased 
value. In Scotland the superior of the feu had no such ad-
vantage ; he had a perpetual interest, and to him it did not 
matter if the neighbourhood improved or not. H e had 
nothing to gain, and he had no vote. T h e Bill, therefore, 
infringed the principle that representation should accompany 
taxation. Undoubtedly hardship would be inflicted upon 
small investors by the passing of the Bill. Feus had always 
been the favourite form of investment for the thrifty working 
classes on account of the security, and benefit and friendly 
societies had largely invested their capital in the purchase of 
feus. H e did not quite understand from the Lord Advocate 
if Clause 7 was to stand. 

Mr. S H A W explained that he had suggested words to 
prevent a retrospective effect. 

Mr. C O C H R A N E said that would to some extent meet 
the objections. 

Mr. S U T H E R L A N D asked leave to move the closure, 
but the Speaker did not accept the motion. 

Mr. C O C H R A N E protested against this attempt to close 
discussion. (Hear, hear.) H e proceeded to show how the 
Bill might injuriously affect various great charitable institu-
tions of which Scotchmen were justly proud, and what 
might be the result upon open spaces to which Edinburgh 
owed so much of its beauty. How was it that the recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission on Local Taxation 
that power should be taken to provide open spaces had not 
been given effect to in this Bill ? If the object of the Bill 
was to spoil the Egyptians and rob the magnates it would 
not succeed. It might relieve the middlemen of some of 
their burdens, but the house proprietor and slum proprietor 
in Glasgow was not entitled to their sympathy. This Bill 
would discourage the laying out of open spaces and garden 
cities. It was important that our children should have 
fresh air and freedom and good housing. They could not 
provide good housing by increasing the cost of the ground 
on which the houses were built. H e thought the Bill 
weakened security and tended to form congested areas, and 
would not provide the open spaces and garden cities that 
were so desirable. Moreover, it violated contracts and in-
volved injustice without removing any wrong. It would not 
benefit the ratepayers or the working classes, but only the 
present owners of houses. It would injure innumerable 
public institutions and private investors, and the sufferers to 
a large extent' would be the frugal, the provident, the in-
dustrious, and the poor. It would involve a reversal of the 
practice of Parliament and theviolation of the well-established 
canons of political economy. Although he believed the Bill 
had been considerably weakened by the statement made by the 
right hon. gentleman, nevertheless he should vote against it. 

Lord W I L L O U G H B Y D E B R E S B Y (Lines., Horncastle) 
rose to continue the debate. 

M r . S U T H E R L AN D moved "Tha t the question be now put." 
T h e House divided, and the numbers were— 

For the closure, 328 
Against, . . . . . . . . . ... 60 

Majority for, ... . . . 268 
A division was next challenged upon the amendment 

rejecting the Bill. 
T h e House divided and there voted— 

For the rejection,. . . .. . . . 63 
Against, 333 

Majority, . . . . . . . . . 270 
A division was also challenged on the question that 

the Bill be read the second time. 
The House divided, when there voted— 

For the second reading, . . . . . . 319 
Against, . . . . . . . . . ... 6r 

Majority, . . . . . . . . . 258 
Mr. S U T H E R L A N D moved that the Bill be committed 

to the Standing Committee on Law, but the hour for taking 
opposed business being passed, objection was taken. 

The House adjourned at 20 minutes to 6 o'clock. 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 
" W e w o u l d s imp ly t a k e f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs 

to t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s t o l a n d b y t h e 
g r o w t h of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l eave s ac r ed t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
a l l t h a t b e l o n g s t o t h e indiv idual ."—Henry George. 

THE SCOTTISH BILL IN THE COMMONS. 
MAJORITY, 258. 

IN M a y l a s t y e a r in a m o r e C o n s e r v a t i v e H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s t h e m a j o r i t y f o r t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g of t h e 
S c o t t i s h M u n i c i p a l Bil l f o r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
V a l u e s w a s 20. T h i s y e a r t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g of t h e 
Bi l l , p r o m o t e d b y 4 7 1 M u n i c i p a l i t i e s a n d R a t i n g 
A u t h o r i t i e s of t h e c o u n t r y , w a s c a r r i e d ( F r i d a y 2 3 d 
M a r c h ) b y t h e h a n d s o m e m a j o r i t y of 258 . T h i s 
i n d i c a t e s v e r y wel l t h e c h a n g e e f f e c t e d in t h e H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s b y t h e r e c e n t G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n . T h e 
Bi l l h a s b e e n t h o r o u g h l y w e l l d i s c u s s e d s i n c e i t w a s 
first a d o p t e d b y t h e G l a s g o w C o r p o r a t i o n in 1898. 
D u r i n g t h e s e e i g h t y e a r s i t h a s b e e n b e f o r e t h e p e o p l e 
of S c o t l a n d , a n d w a s b r o u g h t m o r e p r o m i n e n t l y b e f o r e 
t h e c o u n t r y b y t h e first M u n i c i p a l C o n f e r e n c e , h e l d in 
L o n d o n 1902. 

T h e Bi l l a p p l y i n g t o E n g l a n d , p r o m o t e d b y t h e 
M u n i c i p a l i t i e s , w a s a l s o b r o u g h t b e f o r e t h e H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s in t h r e e d i f f e r e n t s e s s i o n s o f l a s t P a r l i a m e n t , 
t h e s e c o n d r e a d i n g b e i n g c a r r i e d t w i c e b y m a j o r i t i e s 
of 6 7 a n d 9 0 r e s p e c t i v e l y . M e a n w h i l e , a s S i r H e n r y 
C r a i k p o i n t e d o u t , in t h e d e b a t e , b e h i n d t h e m u n i c i p a l 
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movement the English and Scottish Leagues have 
been at work lecturing up and down the country, 
and circulating literature on the question. The Bill 
was " blocked," and as we go to press its fate for the 
session is unknown. But the fate of this particular 
Bill is of no great moment as the Government are 
firmly pledged to take strong action in due course. 
Speaking on behalf of the Government to the municipal 
deputation on the subject, Monday, 26th February (as 
reported in our March issue), the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer said :— 

" I suppose we are all agreed that , as a pre l iminary 
step, there should be a separate assessment (Valua-
t ion) of Site (Land ) Values. 

" We ( the Gove rnmen t ) desire to have t ime to careful ly 
cons ider the best way of giving effect to the prin-
ciples I have enuncia ted . 

" I believe we shall arrive at a m o r e satisfactory a n d 
more p e r m a n e n t result if we allow ourselves a little 
t ime and pat ience for t he considera t ion of this 
p roblem, than if we were to in t roduce a compara-
tively small a n d piecemeal ins ta lment of the 
reform we all des i re ." 

We accept this pledge made on behalf of the 
Government in good faith, and look forward to a more 
general and enduring measure being introduced. We 
are in cordial agreement with Mr. Asquith that what is 
wanted is not any piecemeal instalment of the reform. 
The principal defect of the Municipal Bill now before 
Parliament is that it only applies to Burghs in Scot-
land. It would not apply, for example, to land ripen-
ing in value outside the Burgh of Glasgow, and t® 
that extent would stiffen land monopoly all round 
and beyond the boundary line. The Municipal Bill 
would do good within the Municipal area, but a 
measure that would affect the value of all land outside 
as well as inside the boundary is what is wanted. 
There is enough driving power in the House of Com-
mons and in the country to put through the wider 
and more effectual measure, and we look to the 
Government and to the Scottish Members of Parlia-
ment to see that this is done when the question comes 
again before Parliament. 

We agree further with Mr. Asquith that the first 
step should be to obtain the separate valuation. The 
Scottish League has made this quite plain in its 
Memorandum on the subject, published in another 
column. This separate valuation forms at the 
moment the most important part of the Municipal 
Bill, and we expect that at least that part of the 
Bill promised by the Lord Advocate in the course of 
his speech will be taken in hand by the Government 
during the current session. As the Memorandum 
of the League points out:— 

" T h e first th ing necessary is to ascertain t he value of 
the land, apart f rom the value of improvemen t s 
At present , no such valuation being in existence, 
it is difficult, if not impossible, to know how m u c h 
a given rate per £ on land values will p roduce . 
T o clear the ground, an a m e n d m e n t to the L a n d s 
Valuat ion Acts, as indicated in the Glasgow Cor 
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porat ion Bill for the Taxat ion of L a n d Values, is 
necessary. Such a measure, if passed into law, 
would be the means of settling at least two points 
over which has arisen a great deal of controversy 
— t h e possibility (first) of separating the value of 
l and f rom t he value of i m p r o v e m e n t s ; and 
(secondly) of determining the amoun t of said 
values. With these two points sett led, the issue 
becomes a mere mat ter of the a m o u n t of t h e 
tax on land values per £ necessary to raise 
a certain revenue. I t would then be compara-
tively easy to apply the principle ei ther for National 
or Local purposes, or bo th . " 

T h e r e is a n o t h e r s p e c i a l a d v a n t a g e a r i s i n g o u t of 
t h e p r o p o s e d V a l u a t i o n r e t u r n . I n t h e e v e n t of t h e 
H o u s e of L o r d s r e j e c t i n g a L o c a l L a n d V a l u e s R a t i n g 
Bi l l , w h i c h t h e y a r e m o r e t h a n l i k e l y t o d o , t h e C h a n -
c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r will h a v e h is a l t e r n a t i v e ; h e 
c a n s t r a i g h t w a y m a k e p r o v i s i o n in h is B u d g e t fo r t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s . 

I n p r e s e n t i n g t h e s e v i e w s w e h a v e n o d e s i r e t o 
d e s c r y t h e M u n i c i p a l M o v e m e n t . T h e y h a v e d o n e 
t h e i r w o r k well, a n d fo r t h e p a s t f o u r y e a r s h a v e f o r m e d 
in P a r l i a m e n t a n d in t h e p u b l i c m i n d t h e b a c k g r o u n d 
fo r t h e l e g i s l a t i o n o n t h e q u e s t i o n n o w a b o u t t o b e 
r e a l i s e d . I n t h e w o r k of e d u c a t i n g t h e e l e c t o r s t h e 
L e a g u e s f o r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s h a v e b e e n 
b e h i n d t h e M u n i c i p a l i t i e s a s t h e y a r e b e h i n d t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t j u s t e l e c t e d . C a n d i d a t e s f o r T o w n , 
C o u n t y , a n d P a r i s h C o u n c i l , a n d P a r l i a m e n t r e a d i l y 
a c k n o w l e d g e t h e a s s i s t a n c e r e n d e r e d t h e m o n t h e 
q u e s t i o n b y o u r l i t e r a t u r e a n d o u r s p e a k e r s , a l w a y s 
a c t i v e l y a t w o r k al l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . 

I t i s n o t a q u e s t i o n o n l y o f m o r e r e v e n u e for t h e 
M u n i c i p a l C o u n c i l s w h i c h is a t s t a k e . T h i s is c e r -
t a i n l y t h e financial a s p e c t of t h e c a s e w h i c h w e d o 
n o t in a n y w a y s e e k t o m i n i m i s e . B u t t h e l a r g e r a n d 
m o r e i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n is t h e p o w e r of L a n d l o r d i s m 
t o " t h r o t t l e t o w n s " a n d t o s t a n d in t h e w a y of 
l e g i t i m a t e t r a d e a n d e x p a n s i o n a t e v e r y t u r n . I t is 
a q u e s t i o n of e m p l o y m e n t , h o u s i n g , i n v o l u n t a r y 
p o v e r t y , c a u s e d b y u n j u s t m o n o p o l y p r i v i l e g e s , t h a t 
is i n v o l v e d , a n d t h e T a x a t i a n of L a n d V a l u e s is 
a d v o c a t e d as t h e b e s t a n d q u i c k e s t m e a n s t o e n d t h i s 
m a n i f e s t i n j u s t i c e . 

W e a r e wel l p l e a s e d w i t h t h e r e c e p t i o n t h e q u e s t i o n 
h a s j u s t r e c e i v e d in t h e n e w H o u s e of C o m m o n s . I t 
is a s t r i k i n g t r i b u t e t o t h e s u c c e s s of t h e m o v e m e n t , 
a n d a d e m o n s t r a t i o n t o t h e w o r l d t h a t t h e 
B r i t i s h P a r l i a m e n t is d e t e r m i n e d t o d e a l w i t h t h e 
p r e s e n t s y s t e m of l a n d t e n u r e a n d t a x a t i o n o n t h e 
l i n e s w h i c h t h i s j o u r n a l e x i s t s t o p r o m o t e . 

T O A D V E R T I S E R S . 
We have NO WASTE COPIES. All our "returns" are 

regularly distributed at Political, Literary, Social Reform, and 
other Public Meetings. "LAND VALUES" finds a place in the 
Public Libraries and Reading Rooms, and in Social and Reform 
circles in the cities and towns throughout Britain, in all British 
Colonies, and m the United States of America. 
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1RC\V6 of tbe M o v e m e n t . 

T h e Dan i sh H t n r y George Vere in ( H e n r y 
D e n m a r k . George U n i o n ) was f o u n d e d on 2nd March , 

1902, with a m e m b e r s h i p of 2 4 ; to-day it 
has a m e m b e r s h i p of 1425. Besides publ ishing t rans la t ions 
of the works of Henry George, the Society dur ing this t ime 
has publ ished and d is t r ibuted 62 pamphle t s and leaflets to 
the extent of 149,900 copies. T h e y have also publ i shed 
a monthly journal , Ret (Anglitfe Right ) , which has a circula-
tion of f rom 2000 to 3000 copies. Wi th in the last year 83 
meet ings have been addressed by m e m b e r s of the U n i o n , 
and numerous excellent letters have been appear ing in the 
daily press. 

A new and excellent t rans la t ion of " Progress and 
Poverty," t ranslated into Danish by J a c o b C. Lange , ap-
peared in 1905. 

T h e m e m b e r s raise the quest ion of the Taxat ion of L a n d 
Values wherever they go, and a general knowledge of the 
cause is only a quest ion of time. 

T h e Pres ident of the Un ion is now, as in 1902, S. 
Berthelsen, Hong , advoca te ar.d estate fac tor .—Deutsche 
Volkstimme, March , 1906. 

Deutsche Volstimme (March number ) repor ts 
' G e r m a n y , that u p till now the tax on L a n d Values has 

been in t roduced in 231 Prussian communi t ies . 

Mr. J . R. Fir th, Sydney, N.S.W., writes, F e b r u a r y r 8 t h : 
— " S i n c e writing you, our Shires 

New South Wales. Bill has b e c o m e an Act with all its 
vir tues intact, but with one blot , i.e., 

a limit of 2d. in the £ on capital un improved value (about 
20 per cent, of rental value), which was inser ted by the 
Legislative Counci l . T h e Rev. H a r o l d Rylet t was in 
Sydney last week, and greatly upl i f ted us all by his bound-
less conf idence in the immed ia t e fu tu re of L a n d Values 
Taxa t ion in t he U n i t e d K i n g d o m . " 

J3y Road, Rail, or Sea. 

SUPERIOR WORKMEN EMPLOYED and 
ALL RESPONSIBILITY UNDERTAKEN . 

Whi le Furniture is in our hands. 

First-Class Storage 
For FURNITURE, PIANOS, 

LUGGAGE, and SILVERPLATE. 
E s t i m a t e s S M . S w ' E S Free on appl icat ion . 

UNION TRANSIT CO., 
F u r n i t u r e R e m o v e r s a n d S t o r e r s , 

Head Offices and Furniture Stores— 

381 ARGYLE ST. and 80-84 JAMES WATT ST., GLASGOW. 
Telegrams—" TRANSIT," GLASGOW. 

Telephones—National, 1411, 1494 and 1605 Argyle. 
Corporation, 5163 and 146U. 
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Scottish IRotes an£> iRews. 
[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send news for this 

column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

W e regret very much to have to say tha t our fr iend a n d 
co-worker ex-Bailie Fe rguson has been conf ined to bed 
seriously ill dur ing the pas t mon th . H e was sudden ly laid 
aside by an accident in board ing a t ram-car just at the 
m o m e n t when he was busy d i rec t ing the affairs of the 
Scott ish Bill, i n t roduced by Mr. Su the r l and in t he H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s . As we go to press we a re glad to be ab le to 
report that Mr . Fe rguson is improving a n d likely to be 
abou t as usual soon. W e heart i ly congra tu la te our f r iend 
u p o n the success so far of t he Munic ipa l m o v e m e n t for t he 
taxat ion of land values. H e has d o n e well in this sp lendid 
piece of agi ta t ion and for it he deserves all m a n n e r of praise 

* * * 

T h e Execu t ive of the League sent out t he following 
circular-letter last m o n t h to t he Scott ish m e m b e r s of Parlia-
men t as a " w h i p , " on the second r ead ing of t he Scott ish 
B i l l : — " Dear Sir ,—Bill for the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values 
( S c o t l a n d ) . — T h e Execut ive would respectful ly express the 
hope that you will be in your place, in t he H o u s e of Com-
m o n s in suppor t of t he Bill for the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values, to be b rough t be fore the H o u s e by Mr. J . E. 
Su the r l and (Elgin Burghs) , on Fr iday , 23rd inst. I n the 
event of the G o v e r n m e n t no t adopt ing the Bill, we trust you 
will do your u tmos t to p ledge t h e m to at least pass a 
measure this session on the lines of enc losed M e m o r a n d u m 
(asking as a par t of t he Bill the separa te valuat ion of land 
a n d improvements ) . 

* * * 

At the thir ty-second ord inary meet ing of the shareholders 
of the Glasgow Distr ict Subway, he ld 28 /3 /06 , in t he Glas-
gow Masonic Hal l , t he cha i rman s ta ted tha t " du r ing the 
last seven years t he following s u m s had been paid in 
local rates and t a x e s : — Y e a r e n d i n g J a n u a r y 31, 1900, 
£ 2 5 3 4 2s. i o d . ; 1901, £ 3 4 8 2 2s. 7 d . ; 1902, £ 3 9 8 0 
19s. 3 d . ; 1903, £ 4 2 5 4 5s. 5 d . ; 1904, £ 4 3 3 1 17s. 1 i d . ; 
I 9 ° S J £ 4 4 5 7 R 9 S - T O D . ; 1906, £ 4 7 6 6 18s. 4 d . — a grand 
total of £ 2 7 , 8 0 8 6s. 2d. If one was worse than the other , 
he might compla in of the increase in poor a n d school ra tes ." 

» • * 

65 S C H O O L S I T E S AT £ 4 0 9 , 2 8 1 . — T h e Rev . Jas . Barr , 
one of the cand ida tes for t he Glasgow School Board , s ta ted 
at an election mee t ing last m o n t h " t h a t du r ing the past 
thirty years t he Board had to pay the e n o r m o u s sum of 
£ 4 0 9 , 2 8 1 for t he sites for s o m e sixty-five schools. O n e of 
those sites cost t hem the r emarkab l e sum of £ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 
(Cries of " S h a m e . " ) Con t inu ing , t h e cand ida t e expressed 
the view tha t our present Pa r l i amen t will not b ? worth its 
salt if it does not deal with th is ques t ion of land values, a n d 
does not give us cheaper si tes th roughou t t he city." 

* * « 

T h e Glasgow Herald has again generously o p e n e d its 
co r respondence co lumns to a " raging tear ing" discussion on 
the taxat ion of L a n d Values . I n fact, just as our leading 
daily newspaper nor th of t he T w e e d shuts down on 
o n e co r re spondence on the l and ques t ion ano the r 
begins. I t has been so for t h e past fifteen years, and now 
the cons tant r eade r of t he G.H. is very m u c h alive to t he 
p rospec t of legislation on the sub jec t . H e knows it is 
coming whatever be t he results . 

« « « 

U n d e r the auspices of the Vale of Leven Branch League 
a n d the local Socialist organisat ion, a publ ic d e b a t e was 
held in the Alexandr ia T o w n Ha l l on Monday , 5th March . 
Mr. Wm. R e i d d e f e n d e d the Single Tax , a n d Mr. J . O 'C . 
Kessack the Socialist view. Mr . Miller pres ided, a n d the 
large hall was well filled, close u p o n 800 being present . 
T h e meet ing was almost u n a n i m o u s tha t Mr. Re id had by 

far t he best of t he a rgument . T h e large aud ience en joyed 
his caust ic cri t icism of his opponen t ' s posit ion, a n d still 
more his success in showing how the taxat ion of land values 
would improve the posit ion of the workers. T h e Secretary 
of the Branch writes that M r . R e i d in his able criticism of 
t he Socialist posit ion, no less than his exposit ion of our s ide 
of the quest ion, has d o n e us a great service in the distr ict . 
T h e d e m a n d for l i terature and the discussion of the ques-
t ion is most s t imulat ing. T h e class on Poli t ical E c o n o m y , 
c o n d u c t e d for six nights by Mr. J o h n Cassels, has been 
most successful, a n d the m e m b e r s a t t end ing have b e c o m e 
more firmly convinced tha t " Progress and P o v e r t y " is 
a safe guide to all conce rned in the solut ion of t he social 
p rob lem. 

* * * 

T h e Glasgow Evening Citizen has now arrived at t he con-
clusion tha t the taxation of land values will lead to 
Socialism, which it hopes will serve as a warning to the 
great mass of t he people in whose minds Socialism and all 
tha t pertains to it is associated with nat ional disorder a n d 
ul t imately nat ional ruin. T h e Citizen also agrees with M r . 
H a r o l d Cox, M . P . , who says the taxation of land values is 
a move by the big capitalists in their own interests , to enab le 
t h e m to evade the tax collector. 

* * * 

T h e annua l repor t of t he Scott ish L ibera l Associat ion 
gives some interest ing figures applying to Scot land bear ing 
on the recent Genera l Elect ion. At the Genera l Elec t ion of 
1900 Scot land re tu rned 34 Liberals . In 1906 58 Libera ls 
of the 72 Scott ish M . P . ' s were r e tu rned with a 
major i ty of 133,000 of the 600,000 votes pol led. 
I n 1900 the Union is t major i ty in votes pol led was 
4 ,000 on a total vote of 513,000. T h e report does 
not s tate that t he Taxa t ion of L a n d Values was a 
leading ques t ion in most of the cons t i tuencies , bu t of 
course all sensible Scott ish Liberals already know what 
was said and p romised on the quest ion of the hour . 

* * * 

ABERDEEN.—The Taxa t ion of L a n d Values was the subjec t 
of an impor tan t d e b a t e which took place last night in St. 
Ka the r ine ' s Ha l l , Abe rdeen , unde r t he auspices of t h e 
A b e r d e e n Liberal Associat ion (Nor th Division). Counci l lo r 
Stewart pres ided, and the body of the hall was fully occu-
pied. A m o n g those who took part in t he deba te were such 
well-known m e n as ex-Treasurer Bisset, ex-Bailie Mai t -
land, ex Bailie Burt , Glasgow, and Mr. J o h n Paul , Glasgow, 
edi tor of Land Values.—Aberdeen Free Press, 28/3/06. 

* * * 

T h e local papers repor ted the p roceed ings fairly well. 
T h e large meet ing apprec ia ted the points advanced on 
e i ther s ide of the debate . T h e A b e r d e e n land re formers 
present were highly pleased, a n d cordially invited their 
Glasgow co-workers to c o m e back again soon. 

# « * 

A n Aberdeen cor responden t writes to t he Secretary of 
t he League : — " I desire to t hank Bailie Bur t a n d yourself 
for coming north, a n d to congra tu la te you on the success 
you achieved. T h e deba te was t he top ic he re yesterday, 
a n d the verdict was tha t the Glasgow men scored." 

T h e Glasgow m o v e m e n t for the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values 
has jus t lost by dea th a valued and highly respected sup-
por ter in t he person of Mr. J o h n Neil, who succumbed to a 
short illness at his h o m e in Glasgow on 16th March , at t he 
r ipe age of 83. Mr . Neil c a m e into t he m o v e m e n t s o m e 
ten years ago, at an age when most m e n retire f rom the 
act ive fight for progress, a n d dur ing the t ime was never-
ceasing in his efforts to advance the cause of land reform. 
H i s high spirit and genial disposit ion endea red h im to t he 
m e m b e r s of t he League , as well as to a wide circle of 
f r iends outside. W e extend to Mrs . Neil a n d her family 
our s incerest sympa thy in their great loss. 
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M E M O R A N D U M ON T H E TAXA-
T I O N O F L A N D VALUES. 

( A P P L Y I N G T O S C O T L A N D ) . 

B Y T H E S C O T T I S H L E A G U E FOR T H E T A X A T I O N 
O F L A N D V A L U E S . 

In view of the result of the General 
Election, which made it quite manifest that 
the Taxation of Land Values should be dealt 
with by the Government at the earliest 
possible moment, it is desirable that some 
indication of the steps considered necessary 
in legislation should be stated. 

How would you proceed, or how do you 
think we should proceed is a very common 
question put to those who advocate the 
Taxation of Land Values? 

It should be apparent that the first thing 
necessary to this end is to ascertain the 
value of land, apart from the value of im-
provements. 

At present, no such valuation being in 
existence, it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
know how much revenue a given rate per 
£ on land values would produce. 

To clear the ground, an amendment to 
the Lands Valuation Acts, as indicated in 
the Glasgow Corporation Bill for the Taxa-
tion of Land Values, is necessary. The pro-
posed amendment may be stated in the 
following terms :— 

(1.) Every proprietor or reputed proprietor of any land 
or heritage shall, on or before the fifteenth day of 
June in each year, transmit to the Assessor a written 
statement containing the following information :— 
( a . ) The extent in imperial measure contained 

in each separate or discontiguous piece of 
land of which he is proprietor or reputed pro-
prietor. 

(b.) The annual value of each such piece of land 
which shall be held to mean the value that 
attaches to land, as land (including mineral 
rights, way leaves, fishing rights, etc.), irrespective 
of its actual use or existing improvements, and 

not the value due to the expenditure of capital 
or labour of the owner or his tenants, such 
land value being estimated to be the rent the 
said land would bring if offered in the open 
market free of all burdens and restrictions 
(unless such restrictions as are imposed by 
public authority). 

(c ) The existing restrictions, other than those im 
posed by public authority, which affect the value 
of the land, and the value of such restrictions, 
and the name of the person with the power to 
enforce same. 

(d.) Where any burdens or obligations exist, such 
as feu-duties, ground annuals, duplications, and 
feudal casualties, the nature and amount of 
such to be given. 

(2.) T h e Assessor shall issue the schedule as at present, 
but with the columns providing for the additional 
information required. 

(3.) The Assessor shall, after considering the land value 
returned by each proprietor, enter in the Valuation 
Roll the amount of the land value so returned by 
the proprietor, or such other amount as the 
Assessor shall deem reasonable. 

(4.) T h e provisions of the Valuation Act, 1854, and the 
Acts amending the same, as to sending notice 
to each proprietor, the adjustment of such valua-
tion, and hearing of the appeals against such 
valuation, and penalties in respect of failure to 
furnish a written statement of the extent of land 
and valuation, or for making any false valuation, 
shall be equally applicable to the additional 
information required by this Act, and the returns 
made in connection therewith as to the valuation 
of lands and heritages, under the Act of 1854 and 
the returns made thereunder. 

Such a measure, if passed into law, would 
be the means of settling at least two points 
over which has arisen a great deal of con-
troversy, the possibility, first, of separating 
the value of the land from the value of im-
provements, and secondly, of determining 
the amount of said values. With these two 
points settled, the issue becomes a mere 
matter of the amount of the tax on land 
values per £ necessary to raise a certain 
revenue. It would then be comparatively 

R o w n t r e e s Makers to 

I. THE KING. 

E L E C T COCOA. 
In t h e s e days of work and worry w e w a n t all t h e s u s t e n a n c e and 
invigorat ion w e can g e t . R o w n t r e e ' s Elect C o c o a p o s s e s s e s both in 
a remarkable d e g r e e . You s h o u l d try it t o learn h o w t r u e t h i s is. 



2IO Land Values. 
easy to apply the principle either for National 
or local purposes, or both. 

No serious opposition can be reasonably 
offered to this effort to obtain this necessary 
separate valuation. 

Another advantage of this measure will be 
that public authorities, as well as individual 
ratepayers, will have before them the true 
value of the land. 

We observe with much regret that the 
proposal to Tax Land Values is in some 
minds coupled with what is named, compul-
sory acquisition of land by local authorities. 
This, in our view is a separate question 
which should be considered on its own 
merits, apart from the Taxation of Land 
Values. It may be, we believe it is, a sound 
p:licy to give local rating bodies full power 
to acquire all the land needed for public 
purposes, but there seems to be no good 
reason for coupling such a proposal with 
the more popular and well defined Taxation 
of Land Values, as set forth in the public 
demand, and embodied in the Bills now 
before Parliament. 

1 3 D U N D A S S T R E E T , G L A S G O W . 
2nd March, rgo6. 

April , 1906. 

It is understood t h a t the Local Government 
Board have had this subject under consideration, 
and tha t they have come to the decision t h a t a 
measure for altering: the r a t i n g system of the 
country must necessarily precede any proposal 
for taxing- land values. The reason t h a t has 
influenced them in coming- to this decision is t ha t 
they wish first of all to see the ac tual assessment 
of land values made before it is declared by law 
tha t any taxat ion shall be laid upon them. I t is a 
decision t h a t will commend itself to the public 
general ly ; for it is only reasonable t h a t the so-
called " l a n d va lues" should have assumed a 
definite form and be understood by people gener-
ally before any local r a tes are expressly laid upon 
them. A comparat ively sl ight a l terat ion of the 
exist ing law as to r a t i n g would provide for the 
due assessment of these land values ; and the first 
s tep tha t will be taken by the Government in this 
ma t t e r will be to make this a l te ra t ion in the law 
of rating.—Glasgow Herald, 9/3/06. 

B y M a k i n g : H o m e B e a u t i f u l , Y o u M a k e H o m e H a p p y . 

D. C. THOMSON, 
P r a c t i c a l C a r v e r , Gi lder , a n d P i c t u r e F r a m e M a k e r , 

135 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD, GLASGOW. 

C o r d , Rings, Chains , Rods, and Hooks Sold . Oil P a i n t i n g s CMoaned 
Varn i shed , Res tored , a n d Relined. Old P r n t s Repa i red . 

Oil and Wate r -Oolour T u b e s and B r u s h e s Sold-
National T«Uphon«, No. 67 X 2. 

M O R E A B O U T C A N A D A . 
L A N D G R A N T S M E A N S L A N D S P E C U L A T I O N . 

The True Remedy explained to the Premier by J. IV. Bengough. 

I n a letter addressed to t he Rt . H o n . Sir Wilfr id Laur ie r , 
da ted Jan . 14th, 1906, Mr. J . W. B e n g o u g h says •— 

My Dear Sir Wi l f r id ,—On opening ray Globe on Sa turday 
morning, I was conf ron ted by the full page displayed ad-
ver t isement of the Saskatchewan L a n d C o m p a n y , a n d 
while I m a k e no pretensions to be superior to the average 
man in feeling the at t ract iveness of a gilt-edged inves tment , 
1 am bound to say the feeling which was u p p e r m o s t in my 
hear t after reading the a n n o u n c e m e n t was one of mingled 
pity and ind igna t ion—pi ty for the incoming thousands of 
hones t souls to whom we look for the building u p of our 
glorious western c o u n t r y ; and indignat ion against t he mis-
taken s ta tesmansh ip which has m a d e the existence of such 
midd l emen compan ies of land speculators possible. I can-
no t but think that every patriotic Canad ian would share 
t he feelings tha t I experience (and which have compe l l ed 
m e to take the liberty of addressing you as one in whose 
p r tno t i sm we all have conf idence) , if the real m e a n i n g of 
the advt. were apprecia ted. F o r what does it mean ? 

I he company s ta te that they own 2,000,000 acres of the 
finest and in the Nor th w e s t - t h e last of the available 
wheat land, a n d tha t they are willing to sell it at $8 to $10 
per acre. T h e y descr ibe the offer as an attractive one for 
investors, because values are sure to rise much beyond this 
po in t . 

T rans la ted into o ther words, this a n n o u n c e m e n t w o u l d 
run thus : — " T o the incoming settlers of the West, we have 
been egally empowered to d e m a n d a t r ibute ou t of your 
capi tal as the condi t ions of your being permi t t ed to go to 
work to build u p this section of the Domin ion . Deliver u p 
to us f rom $16 ,000 ,000 to $20,000,000 or go elsewhere." 

[ I t means someth ing even more w i c k e d ; it means " be-
cause values are sure to rise beyond this point (eight or ten 
dollars an ac re )—tha t fu tu re settlers will be squeezed so 
many more dollars an acre. Jus t as the new settlers p rospe r 
in o ther industr ies and towns spring into being, so will l and 
values increase for the benefi t of those who own the land. 
•—Ed. L. V.\ 

I t is worse than this, really, because these speculators , 
who will con t r ibu te the hold-up for the fu r the r " r i s e in 
v a l u e ; a n d the al ternative of going elsewhere is no t 
pract icable, since other land companies are to b e en-
coun te red at all poin ts of t he compass . 

I have been for years full of hope and en thus iasm for our 
great West, a n d earnestly pray that it may develop as a 
noble Christ ian communi ty , present ing the highest type of 
citizenship. T o this end its foundat ion should be laid in 
just ice. T h e land should be given to t he actual sett lers on 
the single condi t ion of paying the un improved rental value to 
the Government , all taxation being meanwhi le removed f rom 
labour values through the aboli t ion of munic ipal taxat ion 
and federal tariffs. 

H o l d i n g this view, I find it difficult to impress my sense 
of the folly and wickedness of the policy now in vogue—a 
policy which deliberately puts the publ ic heri tage in t he 
h a n d s of outs iders , so that the drones may legally a b s o r b 
the natural revenue, and then fur ther tax t he settler th rough 
the tariff, & c . , tha t the local and federal t reasuries may be 
suppl ied. 

C a n any man allege that these land compan ie s pe r fo rm 
any useful func t ion connec ted with p roduc t ion ? Are they 
not simply paras i tes? Can genuine s t a t emansh ip to lera te 
their existence ? 

I do not know what the feelings of your own hear t may be 
on this sub jec t—the greatest by far that is before our count ry 
to-day in real impor t ance—but for my part, as a lover of 
my country, a n d of the men and women who are coming 
into it to be my fellow-Canadians, I denounce , in the n a m e 
of O o d and humani ty , this legalized system of heart less 
robbery .—Sincere ly yours, (Signed) J . W. BENGOUGH. 
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Botes front 3relanb. 
T h e q u e s t i o n of t a x i n g l a n d v a l u e s in I r e l a n d is 

m a k i n g g o o d p r o g r e s s , m a i n l y t h r o u g h t h e T o w n 
T e n a n t s ' o r g a n i s a t i o n , o n e of t h e o b j e c t s of w h i c h i s — 

" T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, so as to lighten the 
b u r d e n on the general body of ratepayers." 

A t t h e i m p o r t a n t c o n f e r e n c e of t o w n t e n a n t s , h e l d in 
t h e M a n s i o n H o u s e , D u b l i n , e a r l y in M a r c h , a n d a t 
w h i c h o v e r 2 0 0 u r b a n c e n t r e s w e r e r e p r e s e n t e d , t h e 
f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n w a s a d o p t e d , o n t h e m o t i o n of 
M r . T e r e n c e H a m i l t o n , B e l t u r b e t , s e c o n d e d b y t h e 
M a y o r of D r o g h e d a : — 

" W e note with pleasure the progress m a d e with the 
L a n d Values Taxat ion movemen t in Eng land and 
Scot land, and we congratula te Mr. J o h n Ferguson and 
his col leagues on having recsived official recognition 
of t he just ice of their aims. T h a t we request the Irish 
Par ty and the Chief Secretary to insist that any measure 
in t roduced into Par l iament for the special rating of 
site values shall include I re land ." 

A t t h e c o n f e r e n c e s p e e c h e s w e r e d e l i v e r e d b y M r . 
J o h n D i l l o n , M . P . , a n d M r . D a v i t t , a n d a r e p o r t w a s 
r e a d b y t h e g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y , M r . B r i s c o e , T .C . , 
s h o w i n g t h e q u i t e r e m a r k a b l e p r o g r e s s m a d e b y t h e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n . I n t h e T o w n T e n a n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n t h e 
m o v e m e n t fo r t h e T a x a t i o n o f L a n d V a l u e s h a s a 
c h a n n e l t h r o u g h w h i c h it c a n a n d wil l b e c o m e 
e f f e c t i v e in I r e l a n d . 

* # * 

A t t h e l a s t m e e t i n g o f t h e D u b l i n C o r p o r a t i o n , o n 
t h e m o t i o n of C o u n c i l l o r B r i s c o e , s e c o n d e d b y C o u n -
c i l lor D r . M'YVal ter , i t w a s d e c i d e d t o a s k t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o g i v e s p e c i a l f ac i l i t i e s fo r t h e p a s s i n g 
i n t o l a w d u r i n g t h e p r e s e n t s e s s i o n t h e Bi l l s n o w 
b e f o r e P a r l i a m e n t f o r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , 
a n d t o r e q u e s t I r i s h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o s e e t h a t t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s of t h e A c t s a r e e x t e n d e d t o I r e l a n d . 

. . . 

A n o t a b l e f e a t u r e o f t h e T o w n T e n a n t s ' m o v e m e n t 
in I r e l a n d is t h e m a n n e r in w h i c h it is b r e a k i n g d o w n 
t r a d e j e a l o u s i e s in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h p r e m i s e s a n d 
b u s i n e s s i n t e r e s t s , a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of a s p i r i t of 
m u t u a l h e l p a m o n g al l c l a s s e s of t o w n t e n a n t s . 

. . . 

A t t h e l a s t m e e t i n g of t h e G e n e r a l E x e c u t i v e a 
r e s o l u t i o n w a s p a s s e d e x p r e s s i n g s a t i s f a c t i o n a t t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a T o w n T e n a n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 

E n g l a n d , S c o t l a n d , a n d W a l e s , a n d it w a s a r r a n g e d 
t h a t M r . B r i s c o e , T . C . , w o u l d a d d r e s s a m e e t i n g of 
t h e L o n d o n B r a n c h i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e s e c o n d 
r e a d i n g of t h e T o w n T e n a n t s ' ( I r e l a n d ) Bi l l in 
M a y n e x t . . . . 

B e l f a s t h a s n o w a L e a g u e fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
V a l u e s . T h e i n a u g u r a l m e e t i n g w a s h e l d in t h e 
U l s t e r M i n o r H a l l , T h u r s d a y , 1 5 t h M a r c h , M r . A . W . 
M e t c a l f e ( P r e s i d e n t o f t h e L e a g u e ) in t h e c h a i r . T h e 
B e l f a s t d a i l y p a p e r s g a v e g o o d r e p o r t s o f t h e p r o -
c e e d i n g s , w h i c h t o o k t h e f o r m of a l a n t e r n l e c t u r e b y 
t h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e S c o t t i s h L e a g u e , f o l l o w e d b y a n 
a d d r e s s b y e x - B a i l i e B u r t , G l a s g o w . T h e r e w a s a 
g o o d a t t e n d a n c e of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c i t i z e n s i n t e r e s t e d 
in t h e q u e s t i o n , a n d t h e s p e e c h e s w e r e c l o s e l y fo l -
l o w e d . T h e c a s e fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , 
a s s t a t e d a n d i l l u s t r a t e d b y t h e l a n t e r n v i e w s , w a s 
w a r m l y a p p r o v e d . E x p l a n a t o r y l e a f l e t s a l o n g w i t h 
c o p i e s of t h e c u r r e n t i s s u e of Land Values w e r e d i s -
t r i b u t e d , a n d 5 0 c o p i e s of " P r o t e c t i o n o r F r e e T r a d e " 
( 6 d . e d i t i o n ) so ld . S e v e r a l q u e s t i o n s w e r e a s k e d a n d 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y a n s w e r e d . T h e u s u a l v o t e s of t h a n k s 
t e r m i n a t e d t h e p r o c e e d i n g s . B e l f a s t is r i p e f o r t h e 
m o v e m e n t , a n d t h e n e w l e a g u e is l i k e l y t o b e we l l 
s u p p o r t e d . 

BOOKS. BOOKS. BOOKS. 
N E W BOOKS. 

" T h e N e w H o u s e o f C o m m o n s , " 
" Pal l M a l l " Extra, with Por t ra i t s and Biographical 
Notices. 1 / . Per Post , 1 / 3 . 

T h e R a t i n g o f L a n d V a l u e s : 
Notes u p o n the Proposa ls to Levy Ra tes in respect of 
Site Values. By A R T H U R W I L S O N F o x . 

3 / 6 . Pos t free, 3 / 9 . 

JOHN SMITH & SON, 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D NOTES. 
[All communications respecting this column should be sent to the 

General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

It is plain, f rom the vo lume a n d charac te r of the corre-
s p o n d e n c e daily received at the L o n d o n office, that t he 
taxat ion of land values is being discussed a lmos t everywhere 
as a mat ter of immedia te ly practical politics. T h e d e m a n d 
for pr in ted informat ion on the ques t ion has been so s teady 
and so widespread, s ince the Elec t ion , tha t a very large sale 
of l i terature might u n d o u b t e d y be secured by a little co-
operat ion on the part of our m e m b e r s . Any m e m b e r who 
will spend a shilling or two on books or pamphle t s , or on 
copies of Land Values jus t now, a n d ar range to have them 
offered for sale at a polit ical meet ing, will give mater ia l help 
to the cause. 

* * * 

T h e Manches te r and Distr ict B ranch of the League 
steadily grows in members , and has jus t received the ad-
hesion of an influential g roup of m e m b e r s at War r ing ton , 
where a large quant i ty of League l i terature has lately been 
put into circulat ion. 

* * * 

Mr. A. Powell, a m e m b e r of the Execut ive , has under-
taken to form a local commi t t ee of t he L e a g u e in the 
Par l iamentary Borough of P e c k h a m , where he will have the 
hearty co -ope ra t i on of the newly-elected M e m b e r , Mr C 
G o d d a r d Clarke, M . P . 

• * * 

Mr. W. R. Foster , a lso a m e m b e r of the Execut ive , is 
about to form a similar c o m m i t t e e in Wal thamstow, where 
t he League has many known f r iends who a re no t yet 
member s . 

* * * 

Fr iends of the m o v e m e n t in e i ther of the const i tuencies 
named , who are willing to help, are r eques ted to c o m m u n i -
cate with t he Genera l Secretary. I t is h o p e d tha t t he 
example of Messrs. Fos te r a n d Powell may soon find imita-
tion in o the r districts. 

* * # 

D u r i n g t h e p a s t m o n t h Mr. C r o m p t o n LI. Davies has lectured 
at Be rkhamps tead , and t h e Rev. Stewart D . H e a d l a m at 
South L a m b e t h . T h e G e n e r a l Secre tary has addressed three 
meet ings a r ranged by the Gui ld of St. M a t t h e w — a t East 
H a m on t h e 13th ( " my ne ighbour ' s l a n d m a r k "); a n d on the 
27th ( " T h e H o u s i n g Q u e s t i o n " ) ; a n d at Sion Col lege on 
the 29th ( " T h e Social Effec ts of the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values") . H e lectured also at St. C e d d ' s Mission Hall , 
C a n n i n g Town, on Sunday, March 25th, on " T h e Bible and 
the L a n d Ques t ion . " 

* # * 

T h e Genera l Secretary will address a meet ing on Sunday, 
April is t , under the auspices of the Chi ld ' s Hi l l and 
Cricklewood Elec tora l a n d Educa t iona l Associat ion, on 
" T h e H o u s i n g Ques t ion ; " and will speak at t he P.S.A. in 
connec t ion with t he H i g h a m Hil l Baptist C h u r c h , W a l -
thamstow, on Sunday a f te rnoon, April 8th. 

• * * 

T h e Cen t ra l Counci l of the League will mee t at the 
L o n d o n office on M o n d a y , April 23rd, at 8 p .m. 

* * * 

At a recent mee t ing of the Stra t ton Rura l Distr ict 
Counci l (Cornwall) , t he Rev. J . W. Black, vicar of Launcel ls , 
a n d a m e m b e r of the Engl i sh League for many years, 
moved tha t t he Counci l jo in in the pet i t ion f rom Glasgow for 
t he rating of land values. Th i s was carr ied ?iem. con., and 
the seal of the Counci l was affixed to the pet i t ion. T w o 
years ago Mr. Black was not even ab le to get a seconder to 
a similar resolut ion. 

« * • 

T h e success of his act ion on the present occasion not 
only il lustrates the rapidi ty and comple t eness of the change 

which is over taking publ ic opinion on this subject , bu t it 
serves as a mos t valuable encouragemen t to a line of 
propaganda , which is just now of the u tmost impor tance . 
Over 500 munic ipal bodies are now p ledged to the rat ing of 
l and values. But they are almost , wi thout exception, town 
or " u rban " counci ls . Unless the rural counci ls c o m e into 
line, we shall be in danger of a one-sided and comparat ively 
ineffective measu re for u rban districts only. 

* * * 

At the annua l meet ing of the P o r s t m o u t h Single T a x 
Union , the audi tors ' report showed an income of £ 1 0 
4s. rod. , and a balance in hand ef £2 14s. 4d . T h e fol-
lowing officers were elected for the ensuing year :—President , 
Mr. E r v i n g ; Vice-Presidents, Messrs. S. R. Cole a n d T . 
H a r d w i c k ; Secretary, Mr. J . H . M ' G u i g a n ; Financial 
Secretary, Mr. R . Lee ; Treasurer, Mr. G. S e a l ; Committee, 
Messrs. A. Stoakes, E. Cole, and T . R o n a l d . Mr . S. Cole 
was appoin ted delegate to the Engl ish L e a g u e for t he Taxa-
tion of Land Values. A manifes to was a d o p t e d explaining 
the principles of the U n i o n . A vote of thanks to the 
retir ing officers brought the meet ing to a close. 

* # • 

T h e Tynes ide Branch cont inues to repor t good progress. 
* * * 

On Monday , March 12th, Mr. R i c h a r d Brown addressed 
the m e m b e r s of the East -end Working Men ' s Associat ion, 
N o r t h Shields, on " S o m e Fac t s of His tory ." Mr . A. 
Withy pres ided. 

* * * 

O n March 16th, Mr. Brown addressed a meet ing in the 
Uni ta r ian Church , Ga teshead , on " T h e Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values ." T h e Rev. G. A. Ferguson pres ided, a n d there 
was a good a t t endance . Messrs. Vei tch, Carter , Bowern , 
a n d Gregg took part in t he discussion which followed. 

STEVENSONS' STORES, LTD., 
•̂ As B a i n Square , s ^ 

GLASGOW, 
Nearly opposite Old Barracks. 

SECOND TO NONE for 
Househo ld F u r n i s h i n g in a l l i t s b r a n c h e s . 
Househo ld I r o n m o n g e r y , W o o d W a r e , Tin W a r e , 

E n a m e l l e d W a r e , W i c k e r W a r e a n d Ch ina W a r e , &e. 

T H E C O M I N G O F S P R I N G . 
WALL PAPERS, Spec ia l Va lue , in G r e a t V a r i e t y , f r o m 

2Jd. p e r p i e c e to 5/- p e r p iece . H u n d r e d s of P a t t e r n s . 

CHAMOIS, PAINTS a n d LACQUERS, a s wel l a s FLOOR 
CLOTHS, LINOLEUMS, CARPET FELTS, RUGS, a n d a l l 
Kinds of BRUSHES. 

Ladies Department for Bargains. 

Ladies' Flannelette Chemise and Knickers, 
9 Ad- to 4/11. 

Children's do. do., all sizes. 
Men's Shirts, 11 Jd. to 6/6. Best Value in the City. 
Boys', Youths', and Men's Suits. Newest Styles. 
Children's, Ladies', and Gent.'s Boots in large 

varieties. 

Corporation Telephone, Y810. Established t890. 
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Mr. Brown will address a meet ing to be held under the 
auspices of the Elswick North Ward of the Newcast le Liberal 
Associat ion, on April 10th, on " L a n d Re fo rm. " 

* # * 

T h e series of Co-operative Conferences organised by the 
Ash ing ton Indus t r ia l Co-operat ive Society were resumed 
on Saturday, Feb . 18th, in the Co-operat ive Hal l , Ashington, 
a paper by M r . J . M. Knigh t on " L a n d Monopoly, 
or L a n d Values Taxa t ion , " being given by Mr. J o h n Bell, 
cha i rman of the Educa t iona l Commi t t ee . Mr. R . K i r k u p 
pres ided . Discussion followed. 

# * « 

Mr. F. Skirrow, the Yorkshire agent of the League, has 
sent to the office the names of many new member s since 
the Genera l Elect ion. H e reports t he following meet ings 
in M a r c h : — 

15th. Eas t H u n s l e t — M r . Skirrow. 
16th. W e s t - E n d Lib. Club, Ha l i f ax—Mr. Skirrow. 
26th. Liberal Club , Sk ip ton—Messrs . Skirrow and 

Lester . 
27th. Liberal Club, Silsden, do. do. 
28th. Liberal Club, Greet land, do. do. 
29th. Liberal Club, Penis tone, do . do. 

• * * 

T h e following letter was sent by the L e a g u e to over 500 
m e m b e r s of the H o u s e of C o m m o n s , wbo are known or 
believed to be in favour of the rating of land values, on 
M a r c h 1 7 t h : — 

" Dear S i r—May I remind you tha t the Scott ish Bill 
for the Rating of Land Values is the first order next 
Fr iday, 23rd inst. ? 

" T h i s quest ion held a prominen t place in the 
elect ion campaign in the majori ty of const i tuencies , 
a n d the Governmen t are pledged to proceed to 
legislation at an early date . 

" But it is impor tan t tha t a proof should be given as 
early as possible of the very strong suppor t which t he 
principle of L a n d Value Taxa t ion may expect in the 
presen t Pa r l i ament . 

" I t is hoped , therefore, tha t you will m a k e arrange-
m e n t s to be present on Friday next to vote for t he 
second reading of the Bill put forward by the 
Munic ipa l Confe rence .—I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
J . H . W H I T L E Y , President," 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.TL.V. 

T H E R E A L G A I N E R S . 

I t would be the l anded gentry who would benefi t by a 
du ty u p o n corn, and no t the labourer , nor for any length of 
t ime t h e farmer. Wi tness the following t rue story. 

T h e r e is in a h o m e county a well-known hotel propr ie tor 
who is also one of the largest farmers in the district . Las t 
week a certain commerc ia l traveller was a guest at this 
hotel , a n d in course of conversat ion with t he landlord and 
a T o r y guest , the host sa id— 

" Of course I know that to m e the imposi t ion of a 2s. tax 

"An Unfailing Cure; Acts like Magic."— Vide Testimonials. 

DR. J E N M ' S " F I R S T A I D " COUGH BALSAM. 
Prices, I/, 2 6, and 4 6 per Bott le . 

Sole Depot lor Sco t land— 

THOS. SPEARS & CO., LTD., 
St. George Household and Drug Stores, 

27-35 GREAT WESTERN ROAD, GLASGOW. 
T e l e p h o n e s : - C o r p o r a t i o n , 896 ; Nat ional , 280 C h a r i n g Cross . 

on corn would mean 2s. per quar te r more in my pocket for 
a t ime, but what would it do in t he end ? I will tell you. 

" A short t ime back a farm was offered, to me by the agent 
to . I should have liked to take it, and m a d e an offer 
which was, later, dec l ined by the agent , who wrote m e (and 
I still have the let ter) saying that , in view of the ant ic ipated 
success of the Protect ionis ts at the polls, it was probable 
that a corn duty would be imposed , which would greatly 
enhance the value of farms and raise the rents." 

Doubt less numerous instances of the kind could be ci ted 
from all parts of the country . W o u l d it not be well to 
collate these for fu ture use ? — J . K E N N A R D , in Morning 
Leader, 27/2/06. 

Mr. GLADSTONE has 
Solved t h e Problem • 

How that, by consulting him at his address 106 West Regent 
Street, Glasgow, you will be enabled to save time and money. 
An illustration of this will be found by carefully examining 
the following Price-List and comparing it with the Prices you 
are at present paying. 

vV'e do P r i n t i n g , L i t h o g r a p h i n g , Bookbind ing , and supply 
Mercan t i l e a n d L a w S t a t i o n e r y at Prices 

SO WONDERFULLY MODERATE. 

Enquiries Invited. Quotations Gladly Given. 

SPECIAL TYPEWRITER'S SUPPLY LIST. 
N e w a n d Second H a n d T y p e w r i t e r s , a l l Makes, f r o m 30/-. 
T y p e w r i t e r Ribbons , fo r a l l Mach ines , f r o m 21- each. 

1 • f r e e t a k i n g 6 . 

T y p e w r i t e r Carbon Pape r , f r om lOd. per dozen. 
T a k i n g 1 B o x , 1 0 0 S h e e t s , 5 / 9 e a c h . 

T y p e w r i t e r S tenc i l Pape r , f r o m 4/3 per Case of 24 Shee t s . 
1 f r e e t a k i n g 6 . 

D u p l i c a t i n g Inks , a l l Colours, f r o m 2/8 per Tube. 
1 f r e e t a k i n g 6 . 

T y p e w r i t e r Papers . A s k for Sample Book. 
T y p e w r i t e r Erase rs , Oil, Brushes , S h o r t h a n d Books, a n d 

e v e r y t h i n g for t h e Office. 
T y p e w r i t e r Desks , Tables , Book-Racks , f r om 14/6 e a c h ; 

Call a n d see t h e m . 
T y p i s t s and S h o r t h a n d W r i t e r s , w i t h or w i t h o u t Machine, 

suppl ied per day , week , or m o n t h . Cha rges m o d e r a t e . 
Copy ing W o r k , a l l k i n d s u n d e r t a k e n , S h o r t h a n d a n d Type-

w r i t i n g t a u g h t . 
TYPEWRITERS REPAIRED. TRADE SUPPLIED. 

SOLE AGENTS IN SCOTLAND FOR THE 'FAY-SHOLES T Y P E W R I T E R . 
A d d r e s s — 

GLADSTONE & C 0 . / 0 6 S S o ^ s t 

Corporation Telephone, 5615. 
National Telephone, 9 Douglas. 

R . M ' K E N D R I C K , 
General and Furnishing Ironmonger, 

Cutler and Tool Dealer, 
619 NEW CITY ROAD. 

Oasal iers , Lamps, &c., in great variety. 
Incandescent F i t t ings—Best and Cheapest in t h e Trade. 
Large assortment of Tools for all Trades at popular prices. 
Table and Pocket Cutlery, Carvers, Razors, Sc issors , &c., 

&c., Unexcel led for Quali ty and Price. 

REPAIRS PROMPTLY AND CHEAPLY EXECUTED. 

Nat iona l Te lephone , 2 1 6 x 6 C h a r i n g X. 
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John Colder^ & Co. 
Printers, Lithographers, Commercial, 

Law, and Export Stationers, . . . 

126 Renfieid Street, . . . . 
G L A S G O W . 

S F B C I A t l X I B S . 

Church Reports, 
Friendly Societies' 

Reports, 
Balance Sheets, 
Rule Books, 
Programmes, 

Tickets, 
Ball Programmes, 
Visiting Cards, 
Menu Cards, 
Posters, Handbills, 
&c„ &c., &c. 

E S T I M A T E S g i v e n f o r a l l C l a a e e a of W o r k 
Telephone No, 3273. 

Corporation Telephone No. 3S73. 

NEW LEAFLETS. 
"Taxa t ion of Land Values—What it would do ; 

What i t has done in Australia and New 
Z e a l a n d . 4 pp . leaf le t ( s m a l l size), N o . 31 ; P r i c e 
3/9 p e r 1000. 

"Lower Rents, Lower Rates, Housing- and Em-
ployment." 2 p p . leaf le t , N o . 32 ; P r i c e 31- p e r 
1000. 

" T h e Royalty Question.—Landlord Exactions and 
Workers ' Wages." 2 pp . leaf le t , N o . 33 ; P r i c e 
3/- p e r 1000. 

"Taxa t ion of Land Values.—Explanatory, and 
showing- where it is in operation." 4 pp . leaf le t , 
N o . 3 4 ; P r i c e 4 / 6 pe r 1 0 0 0 . 

" The Unemployed and the Land Question." 
l e a f l e t ; P r i c e 6 d . per 1 0 0 . 

2 p p . 

Send for Sample Copies to '' Land Values '' Offices. 

BRITISH LEGAL LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Chief Office 7 B1.YTHSWOOD SQUARE, GLASGOW. 

Established 1863. 

C L A I M S P A I D N O W E X C E E D £ 1 . 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 
Undoubted Security. Policies world-wide. 

Agent—C. M. YOUNG, 51 Prince Edward St., Queen's Park, Glasgow. 

The Single Tax Review. 
A 64-Page Quarterly Record of the Progress of the Single Tax 
and Tax Reform throughout the World. 

S u b s c r i p t i o n — P r i c e $ 1 - 0 0 a Y e a r . 

With every T W O Neiv Subscribers (not Renewals) a Copy of " P r o g r e s s and 
Pover ty " ( t h e Doubleday-Fage Edi t ion , bound in Clotli and publ i shed fo r 1 dol. 
wi l l be sent post-paid. Every Single Taxer should bo able to get two Subscribers 
a n d thus secure for himself a copy of t h e great work of the master . 

Works of Henry George 
NEW LIBRARY EDITION COMPLETE 

INCLUDING T H E 

LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE 
B y HENRY GEORGE, Jr . 

J u s t P u b l i s h e d , in ten volumes, 12mo., handsomely bound 
in buckram, with gilt tops, untrimmed edges, etc. It contains a full 
set of portraits, and is in all respects equal to the well-known 
M E M O R I A L E D I T I O N , issued in 1898, which is now out of print 
and which sold for £ 5 5s. per set. ' 

W h a t T o m L. Johnson says t o t h e 
Publ ishers :— 

" G E N T L E M E N , 

" I wish to congratulate you on bringing out a new 
library edition of the Works of Henry George. The day is not far 
distant when the professional or business man who does not under-
stand the philosophy of Henry George will stand discredited in any 
intelligent community. 

" A knowledge of this philosophy will broaden and strengthen 
any man, morally and intellectually; will make him a more public 
spirited citizen, and better equip him for the activities of business and 
professional life. I t will give him a clearer comprehension of his 
duties to his fellow man, to the State, and to the Great Ruler of 
the Universe ; lifting him immeasurably above the plane of vanity, 
sordidness and selfishness which now seems to be the chief end of 
— in. 

" I hope and believe that your enterprise will be a success beyond 
your most sanguine expectations. 

" Very truly yours, 

" T O M L. J O H N S O N . " 

LIST OF THE VOLUMES: 
Volume I. Progress and Poverty. 
Volume II. Social Problems. 
V o l u m e I I I . The Land Question. 

This volume contains three short works : (1) a brochure of 
seventeen short chapters and entitled " The Land Question ; " 
(2) " Property in Land," a passage-at-arms with the Duke of 
Argyle; (3) " T h e Condition of Labour," an open letter to 
Pope Leo X I I I . , in reply to the Pope's encyclical letter on 
" the condition of labour." 

V o l u m e I V . Protection or Free Trade. 
V o l u m e V. A Perplexed Philosopher. 
Volumes VI. and VII. The Science of Political 

Economy. 
V o l u m e V I I I . Our Land and Land Policy. 

This volume contains, besides selected speeches, lectures 
and miscellaneous writings, the pamphlet which, first published 
in 1871, was the forerunner of " Progress and Poverty " eight 
years later. 

V o l u m e s I X . a n d X . The Life of Henry George. 

T e r m s o f P u r c h a s e . 
This handsome Set of Books, of uniform size 

and boxed, for £ 3 15s. cash with order, or £ 4 
payable in monthly ins ta lments of 8 / - per 
month. 

Land Values" Publishing Offices. 

13 DUNDAS STREET, GLASGOW. 
3 7 6 - 7 STRAND, LONDON, W . C . 
2 DARLEY STREET, BRADFORD. 
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A G R E A T INIQUITY 
— BY — 

LEO TOLSTOY. 
mr AN ARTICLE ON THE LAND QUESTION. 

H E N R Y G E O R G E S T E A C H I N G . 

Reprinted from "The Times," August, 1st 1905. 

SHOULD BE READ BY EVERY POLITICIAN, AND BY ALL INTERESTED 

IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 

Popu la r E d i t i o n : 48 pages, sg" X 3", Id . , by post l j d . 

Illustrated Edition: 8£" X 3f" , in Stiff Paper Cover, with two Portrai ts , 6d., post paid. 
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Beauty, Health, 

And Comfort. . . 
ONE of the most attractive of Mr. Thompson's preparations 
is his Skin Food Toilet and Complexion Cream, which is an 
ideal agency lor removing wrinkles, allaying roughness, and 
preventing redness, which are such common afflictions with 
those who have delicate skins. The Cream has a delightful 
odour, and is pleasant to use. Try a Jar of M. F. T.'s 
SKIN FOOD (2s. Id. post free), and you will be delighted 
with the result. Wash the face with warm water every 
night, and after you have thoroughly dried the skin, rub on 
a little of the Cream, taking care to rub in an upward 
direction. You will then enjoy a deliciously restful, cool 
night's rest, and will wake in the morning with a feeling of 
invigoration, for which it seems impossible that the Cream 
can be responsible ; but it is, and you will find that many 
af your wrinkles, hateful things, have disappeared during 
the night. 

Thompson's Nervetonine (in bottles, Is. lOd. post free) 
is another excellent preparation. Half-a-dozen drops taken 
in half a wine-glass of water twenty minutes before meals 
will make one fresh and invigorated, ready to face a sea of 
troubles. It is splendid stuff also for all nerve troubles, 
neuralgia, sleeplessness, indigestion, &c. 

Those who suffer from tender and aching feet will find 
Mr. Thompson's Antiseptic Foot Powder (large tin post free, 
Is. 2d.) a boon. Mr. Thompson also makes a most effective 
plaster for the benefit of those who are troubled with corns 
and buniont. A large sheet, which will last one for months, 
can be had post free for Is. 2d.—Dame Deborah Primrose. 

From M. F. THOMPSON, The Pharmacy, 
77 CORDON STREET, GLASGOW. 

ISDALE & M'CALLUM'S 

Prize Medal SOAPS 

P r y z e M e d a l S o a p s 

"She can wash and scour. '—Two Gentlemen of Verona, 

" Wrapped in Sweet clothes."—The Taming of the Shrett, 

I S D A L E & M'CALLUM'S 
SOAPS 

H a v e been f a m e d for upwards of a Q U A R T E R O F A C E N T U R Y 

for their EXCELLENCE a n d PURITY. T h e cont inuous 

growth in t he volume of their t rade dur ing tha t period Is 1 

convinc ing proof of their 

S U P E R I O R Q U A L I T Y . 

BOOKS for STUDENTS OF THE LAND QUESTION. 
To be had -from 

LAND V A L U E S PUBLICATION D E P A R T M E N T S , 

13 D u n d a s S t r e e t , G l a s g o w ; 

376=77 S t r a n d , London , W . C . ; 2 Da r l ey S t r e e t , B r a d f o r d , 

At the following Speeial Prices, including Postage:— 

" P r o g r e s s a n d P o v e r t y , " by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1 / 6 ; Paper , 1/. 

" Social Problems," by H e n r y George. R e d Cloth, 1/6; 
Paper , 1 / . 

" Protection or Free Trade," by H e n r y George. R e d 
Cloth, 1 / 6 ; Paper , 9 d . 

" T h e Condit ion of Labour ," by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1 / - ; Paper , 6 d . 

" A Perplexed Philosopher," by H e n r y George. R e d 
Cloth, 1 / 6 ; Paper , 1/ . 

The five above Works in Red Cloth, 5/6, Post Free. 
An admirable gift for Club Libraries. 

44 The Science of Political Economy," by Henry 
George. Library Edit ion, 6 / . 

"The Land Question," by H e n r y George . P a p e r 
Covers, 4 d . 

"The Peer and the Prophet ," Controversy between t he 
D u k e of Argyll and H e n r y George. Paper , 7 d . 

"Life of Henry George," by his Son. Library 
Edi t ion , 6 / . 

"S ix Centuries of Work and Wages," His tory of 
English Labour , by J. E . T h o r o l d Rogers , L ibrary 
[10/6] Edi t ion, 5 / . 

" T o w a r d t h e L i g h t , " Elementary Studies in Ethics and 
Economics , by Lewis H . Berens, 2 / 6 . 

"The Story of my Dictatorship," a Vade Mecum on 
the L a n d Quest ion , Original Edi t ion , 2 / 4 . 

" T h e Land and the Community," by the Rev. S. W. 
Thackeray , M.A., 3 / 9 . 

"Fields, Factories, and Workshops," by P . K r o p o t k i n , 
New Edi t ions , Paper , 9 d ; Cloth, 1 / 3 . 

" Japanese Notions of European Political Econ-
o m y , " Pos t Free, 6 d . 

" The Single Tax," Out l ines of Lectures , with Coloured 
Charts , by Louis Post, 1 / . 

" E a r t h for all Calendar," by Ernes t Crosby, Paper , 1/-; 
Cloth, 2 / . ' 

The above Prices include Postage. 

Pamphlets on the Land Question and the Taxation 
Of Land Values, by H e n r y George a n d others, 1 d ; 
Post Free, 8 d . per Dozen. 

Special Terms for Quantities of not less than 100. 

Sample Parce l conta ining 24 Assor ted Pamph le t s and 
Leaflets for 2/. 

Leaflets for distr ibut ion at Meetings, 1/ per 100. 

Help the Movement by circulating the Literature. 

Publ i shed for the Propr ie tors by JOHN PAUL, 13 Dundas S t ree t Glasgow 
Publ i sh ing Offices, IS Dundas Street , Glasgow ; 876-7 Strand London ' 
W.C. ; 2 Darloy Street , Bradford ; a a d Pr inted by JOHN CALD.K 4 CO 12K 
Renfield Street, Glaa«ow. —April, 1906. 1 
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JOHN PAUL. Editor. 

Receipt of a Free Copy of LAND VALVES 
i s an Invitation to become a Subscriber. 

T h e Belfast League for the Taxat ion of L a n d Values is 
now firmly established. Mr. E . Woods has been appoin ted 
H o n . Secretary, and Miss E. Lindsay, H o n . Treasurer . 
T h e C o m m i t t e e are now busy consider ing m e t h o d s of propa-
g a n d a — t h e holding of meet ings and the circulation of 
l i terature. " Protect ion or F r e e T r a d e , " a n d specimen 
copies of Land Values are being circulated. 

* • » 

L A N D S P E C U L A T I O N IN C A N A D A . — T h e Glasgow Herald's 
Ottawa correspondent , 1 6 / 4 / 0 6 , wr i t e s :— 

The Dominion Government has decided to introduce amend-
ments to the present Homestead law which will lead to its stricter 
enforcement. Vast speculations have been indulged in with lands 
in the North-West, hundreds of homesteads having been granted to 
men under the fraudulent pretence that they were actually 
intending to take up the homesteads for development as agricultural 
lands. These grants of land in very many cases have merely led 
to the land being held for speculative purposes, and Canada has 
lost the benefit that would have accrued to the real development 
of the territory. 

If t he Domin ion G o v e r n m e n t had the sense to make it 
known tha t the value of land would be annually taken for 
public purposes, the speculat ion in land would speedily 
come to an end. I n Canada , as here, the country can only 
develop when landlordism is well out of the way. 

* * » 

Mr. J o h n S. Higgs, Echuca , Victoria, sends a fur ther list 
of subscribers, and w r i t e s — " A l l single taxers and free 
t raders he re are del ighted with the results of the recent 
Genera l Elec t ions in Grea t Britain, and recognise the great 
inf luence that Land Values has had in p roduc ing that 
result, together with t he persistent and effective work of 
the Single Taxe r s—hold ing meetings, conferences, giving 
lectures, dis t r ibut ing l i terature, etc. More power to you." # • * 

Sir H u g h Shaw Stewart, a local territorial landlord, aod 
ex-M.P. for Eas t Renfrewshire , has not yet qui te recovered 
from his defeat at the Genera l Elect ion. Speaking at a meet-
ing in theDivis ion , 2 0 / 4 / 0 6 , S i r H u g h d e c l a r e d t h a t his success-
ful opponen t , Mr. R o b e r t Laidlaw, M.P. , " had to learn tha t it 
was absolutely a waste of t ime to talk or even think about 
garden cities so long as he and his f r iends endeavour to 
p romote t he penal taxat ion of building land. If that measure 
passed, nei ther proprietors nor builders would be able to 
afford or set apart bui lding land either for open spaces or 
garden cities. A very great deal of nonsense was talked at 
the Genera l Elect ion by their opponen t s on many quest ions ; 
the greatest nonsense was talked abou t the taxat ion of land 
values." I t was this "g rea tes t n o n s e n s e " that relegated Sir 
H u g h Shaw Stewart to private l i f e ; so said the M . P . for the 
Division on the day of his election. 

» # » 

F R O M L A B O U R M E M B E R OF B R I T I S H C A B I N E T . — E x t r a c t 
of letter of J o h n Burns to Cinannatti Post.—" I believe in 
the taxat ion of ground values, which would open u p land to 
thousands of persons now divorced from the soil. By 
compel l ing the rich landlords to divide up their vast estates 
in small holdings, and by taxing all idle land, a t r emendous 
change would be wrought in reduc ing poverty and unem-

ployment . C h e a p land would m e a n renewed life in every 
t rade and benefi t thousands , s topping emigrat ion and pro-
viding for men an object in life for which to w o r k — a 
decent home. I also believe in breaking every sort of 
monopoly establ ished to exploit the people ." 

* * * 

T h e daily papers last m o n t h repor ted that 800 a l lo tment 
holders at Ramsey have received notice f rom Lord de 
Ramsey to quit their plots by next October . T h e 800 
holders have some 1,072 plots be tween them, all in a 
flourishing state. T h e former fields, forty in all, f rom which 
these a l lotments have been formed, have flourished unde r 
t he skill and industry of the holders as the land the reabou t s 
has never been known to flourish before. For n ine teen 
years t he farm labourers and manua l workers of Ramsey 
have been cultivating these plots, and thus growing in 
independence . The i r i ndependence is now more than their 
landlord can stand. Nei ther side disguises the fact tha t the 
recent Par l iamentary election b rough t abou t the issue of the 
notices. A t the election Lord de Ramsey 's brother , t he R t . 
H o n . A. E. Fellowes, was beaten by a Liberal. 

* * • 

T h e Daily News, 9 / 4 / 0 6 , says " the re is a fear tha t many 
may lose their holdings, a n d that their hope now lies in the 
District Counci l . " It may—if the District Counci l helps 
forward the movement for the taxation of land values. T h i s 
is the only way to break the landlord ' s power. As he has 
enslaved the labourer so can the labourer find emancipa t ion 
only by voting the landlord as a rent collector out of his 
unjus t prerogative. 

# * * 

Mr. Frankl in T h o m a s s o n , propr ie tor of The Tribune, was 
elected M.P . for Leicester at the bye-election, 3 1 / 3 / 0 6 , by a 
major i ty of 3 , 5 6 0 votes. I n the course of a press interview 
after his election Mr. T h o m a s s o n s ta ted that " the taxat ion of 
g round values aroused more enthusiasm the more it was 
discussed. People were rapidly coming to realize the im-
por tance of dealing with the land ques t ion on sound pro-
gressive lines." 

* # * 

L A N D AT £ 5 0 , £ 6 0 , AND £ 7 0 A S Q U A R E F O O T . — P r o b a b l y 
the site (1 to 6 L o m b a t d Street, London) , taken as a whole, 
is worth between £ 5 0 a n d £ 6 0 per square foot. T h i s is 
not the highest price which has been obta ined for f reehold 
land in the cen t re of t he city. T h e site at the corner of 
T h r e a d n e e d l e Street a n d Old Broad Street, occupied by the 
Indemni ty Mutua l Mar ine Assurance Society, is repor ted 
to have been sold dur ing qui te recent t imes at £ 7 0 per 
square foot. But the sale of the block next to the Mans ion 
H o u s e means, in bulk, by far the largest t ransact ion in City 
freeholds which has occur red for a long t ime p a s t . — R e -
printed from the Glasgow Evening Citizen, as f rom the 
Daily Telegraph, 18/4/06. 

W e heartily congra tu la te our colleague, Mr. W. R. Lester, 
on the results of his recent two visits to Yorkshire. Word 
comes tha t he has in t h e course of 17 meetings s ta ted the 
case plainly, c leared away doub t , a n d s t reng thened con-
siderably the growing movemen t so ably conduc ted by the 
Yorkshire Branch of t he English League. W e know Mr . 
Lester 's ability and devot ion to t he c a u s e ; the Yorkshire 
League also knows, and we expect to hear in due course of 
W. R . L. being e m b a r k e d on some more ambi t ious lectur-



2 2 6 Land Values. May, 1906. 

ing tour in t he District . Be that as it comes, seventeen 
mee t ings in two visits makes a good beginning, even for 
Yorkshi re . 

* * # 

LANDLORD ECONOMICS.—Sir John Stirling Maxwell, Bart., late 
M.P. foi the College Division of Glasgow, and owner of valuable 
Glasgow lands, in moving approval of the annual report of the 
Dundee Social Union, contended " that the housing problem would 
not be solved by a rise of wages. In Dundee a rise of wages would 
mean a heavy loss of trade, and therefore such a resolution must 
be ruled out. It was not possible, he said, to provide new houses 
at the same rents as those paid for houses that they considered were 
not fit for human habitation. To make up the difference a fund 
must be drawn upon, and he believed that there were two such funds. 
One of these was the money spent in intoxicating drink, and the 
other was the money wasted through ignorance oi the principles of 
domestic economy. Then, he added, we must take steps to cheapen 
communication, so as to eliminate the difficulty of expensive rates." 

Th i s is a very narrow view of the problem. W e would, of 
course, like to see the money at present spent on dr ink 
utilised in a more efficient m a n n e r ; and , moreover , we 
believe that , in the case of many working-class families, there 
are o ther sources of waste which might be avoided , bu t these 
only touch t he fr inge of t he subject . We wonder if Sir J o h n 
Stirling Maxwell has never heard of land lords over whose 
g rounds towns have spread and brough t in immense incomes 
to the proprie tors , who are thus ab le to tax the c o m m u n i t y 
to a very large extent . Suppose this u n e a r n e d increment 
went into the public or munic ipa l exchequer , instead of into 
the bank accoun t s of t he landlords , does he not th ink it 
might be possible to d o a great deal in the way of social 
amel iorat ion ? We mus t not only strive to raise individual 
character , but also to get rid of all t he social parasi tes who 
live on the produc t s of industry, and thus br ing a b o u t con-
di t ions which lead to pover ty a n d degradat ion .—Scot t i sh 
Co-operator, 6 /4 /06 . 

* * * 

T h e F ree Age Press has issued a new endi t ion of Tols toy 's 
" A Grea t I n i q u i t y " at 4d . nett, in good print, coloured 
cover, a n d with a new portrai t . T h e Pub l i c Publ i sh ing 
Company , Chicago, issue a very nea t and readab le edit ion 
without covers at one penny . 

JOHN TROTTER, S K T 
40 Gordon Street, GLASGOW. 

T e l e p h o n e s : 
C o r p o r a t i o n , 

3636. 
Nat iona l , 

5865 
Roya l . 

The Latest American Invisible 
Frameless Spectacles and Eye-

I glasses supplied in Gold, Gold-
Filled, or Steel Mounts. For light-

ness and appearance they are un-
equalled. Prices moderate. 

All KODAK and other 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SUPPLIES kept in Stock. 

Kinematograph and 
Lantern E n t e r t a i n m e n t s 

Given in Town or Country. 
Terms Moderate 

BUSINESS H 0 U 3 > : 9 A . M . TO G.30 P.M. S A T U R D A Y S . 9 A.M. TO 4.30 R *, 

THE GREAT SOCIAL NOVEL, 
" T H E GOD OF T H I S WORLD," 

B y J O H N B. M I D D L E T O N . 
ABSORBING INTEREST. A REMARKABLE BOOK. 

From all Booksellers, or KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER, 
& CO., Soho, London. Published at 3s. 6d. 

A GENTLEMAN, connected with the Irish League and well intro-
duced, is prepared to Represent a good business firm in the 

Noith of Ireland.—Reply to "Belfast," care Land Values, 13 Dundas 
Street, Glasgow, 

OUR OBJECT. 

This jou rna l exists to promote the Taxation of 
Land Values in lieu of other Taxes. 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s is n o t a t a x o n l a n d , 
b u t o n t h e v a l u e of l a n d . T h u s i t w o u l d n o t fa l l o n 
al l l a n d , b u t o n l y o n v a l u a b l e l a n d , a n d o n t h a t n o t 
in p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e u s e m a d e of i t , b u t in p r o p o r t i o n 
t o i t s v a l u e . I t w o u l d t h u s b e a t a x , n o t o n t h e u s e 
o r i m p r o v e m e n t of l a n d , b u t o n t h e o w n e r s h i p o f l a n d , 
t a k i n g w h a t w o u l d o t h e r w i s e g o t o t h e o w n e r a s 
owner, a n d not as a user of t h e l a n d . 

I n a s s e s s m e n t s u n d e r t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s 
al l v a l u e c r e a t e d b y i n d i v i d u a l u s e o r i m p r o v e m e n t 
w o u l d b e e x c l u d e d , a n d t h e o n l y v a l u e t a k e n i n t o c o n -
s i d e r a t i o n w o u l d b e t h e v a l u e a t t a c h i n g t o t h e b a r e 
l a n d b y r e a s o n of n e i g h b o u r h o o d , p u b l i c i m p r o v e -
m e n t s , &c. T h u s t h e f a r m e r w o u l d h a v e n o m o r e 
t a x e s t o p a y t h a n t h e s p e c u l a t o r w h o h e l d a s i m i l a r 
p i e c e of l a n d id le , a n d t h e m a n w h o o n a c i t y lo t 
e r e c t e d a v a l u a b l e b u i l d i n g w o u l d b e t a x e d n o m o r e 
t h a n t h e m a n w h o h e l d a s i m i l a r b l o c k v a c a n t . 

T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s , in s h o r t , w o u l d ca l l 
u p o n m e n t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e p u b l i c r e v e n u e s , n o t in 
p r o p o r t i o n t o w h a t t h e y p r o d u c e o r a c c u m u l a t e , b u t 
in p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e v a l u e of t h e n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
t h e y h o l d . I t w o u l d c o m p e l t h e m t o p a y j u s t a s 
m u c h fo r h o l d i n g l a n d i d l e a s for p u t t i n g it t o t h e 
f u l l e s t use . 

The Taxation of Land Values therefore would :— 
(1) T a k e the weight of taxation off the agricultural 

districts where land has little or no value, irrespective 
of improvements , and put it on towns and cities, where 
bare land rises to a value of tens of thousands of p o u n d s 
per acre. 

(2) Dispense with a multiplicity of taxes and a ho rde 
of tax-gatherers, simplify Government , and greatly 
r educe its cost. 

(3) I t would do away with fines and penalt ies now 
levied on anyone who improves a farm, erects a house, 
bui lds a machine , or in any way a d d s to the general 
s tock of wealth and employs labour . I t would leave 
everyone free to apply labour or expend capital in pro-
duct ion or exchange without fine or restriction, and 
would leave to each the full p roduc t s of his toil, 
whether of h a n d s or brain. 

I t w o u l d , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , b y t a k i n g f o r p u b l i c 
u s e s t h a t v a l u e w h i c h a t t a c h e s t o l a n d b y r e a s o n of 
t h e g r o w t h a n d i m p r o v e m e n t of t h e c o m m u n i t y , m a k e 
t h e h o l d i n g of l a n d u n p r o f i t a b l e t o t h e m e r e o w n e r , 
a n d p r o f i t a b l e o n l y t o t h e user . I t w o u l d t h u s m a k e 
i t i m p o s s i b l e fo r s p e c u l a t o r s a n d m o n o p o l i s t s t o h o l d 
n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s — s u c h a s v a l u a b l e l a n d — u n u s e d 
o r o n l y h a l f u s e d , a n d w o u l d t h r o w o p e n t o l a b o u r 
t h e i l l i m i t a b l e field of e m p l o y m e n t w h i c h t h e e a r t h 
o f f e r s t o m a n . 

B y M a k i n g H o m o B e a u t i f u l , Y o u M a k e H o m e H a p p y . 

D. C . THOMSON, 
P r a c t i c a l C a r v e r , Gi lder , and P i c t u r e F r a m e M a k e r , 

135 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD, GLASGOW. 

C o r d , Rings, Chains , Rods, a n d Hooks Sold. Oil Pa in t i ngs C leaned 
Varn i shed , Res tored , a n d Relined. Old P r n t s Repa i red . 

Oil a n d Wate r -Co lour T u b e s and B r u s h e s Sold-
Nat iona l Te lephone , No. 5 7 X 2 . 
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C O N V E N T I O N O F R O Y A L B U R G H S O F 

S C O T L A N D A N D T H E L A N D V A L U E S 

T A X A T I O N ( S C O T L A N D ) B I L L . 

I N T E R E S T I N G D I S C U S S I O N . 

T h e Annual Meeting of the Convent ion of Royal Burghs 
was held in the Par l iament Hall , Edinburgh , Tuesday, 3rd 
Apr i l—the Lord Provost of Ed inburgh , Sir Rober t Cranston, 
presiding. 

Provost C H R I S T I E , Falkirk, p roposed— 

"Tha t the Convention petition Parliament in 
favour of the Land Values Taxation, &c. 
(Scotland) Bill, introduced by Mr. J . E. 
Sutherland, M.P." 

Last year, he said, the Convent ion affirmed the principle of 
this measure, and the last House of C o m m o n s also by a 
large majority did the same, while at last General Elect ion 
the great majority of candidates, irrespective of party, were 
pledged in favour of the principle. His idea was that they 
should support the Bill before Parl iament, and they would 
watch with interest the position of the Government . But if 
the Government would listen to his wisdom at all they would, 
instead of making the seventh clause simply operative on 
new contracts, make it retrospective towards all those 
modern contracts where the value of land had been raised 
to such great heights. 

Provost Ross , Inverness , seconded. 

Mr. HUGH STEWART, T o w n - C l e r k of E lg in , 
in moving the previous question, said the Bill proceeded on 
no sound principle, and was inequi table and unworkable. 
If the Lord Advoca te managed to amend the Bill in the 
manne r he proposed, and the a m e n d m e n t was accepted, the 
whole thing was gone. The re only remained then that part 
deal ing with unbuil t ground in burghs, and the general 
object of the Bill, he unders tood, in getting this ground 
assessed was that they would compel the owners of unbuil t 
ground to throw it in to the market , so as it might be built 
upon ; or rather, as they put it, it would prevent owners 
from keeping it up for a big price. T h e r e might be a few 
cases of that sort in large cities like Glasgow and Edinburgh , 
but it was very unusual in other towns. H o w the value of 
such land was to be ascertained was a thing which puzzled 
him. H i s principal objection to the Bill was that it was a 
dishonest Bill. I t was trying to break contracts and to put 
on one set of people the taxes which they had cont rac ted 
with ano ther set of people to pay. O n the whole he did 
not th ink without fur ther considerat ion the Bill should b e 
suppor ted by the Convent ion. 

Ex-Provost C L A R K , Paisley, seconded the previous ques-
tion. 

Council lor W . F. A N D E R S O N , Glasgow, 
said the Bill a imed at the separation of the site value f rom 
the building thereon. In his own case, the rent of a shop 
forty years ago was , £150 . Now it was ^ 5 0 0 . T h e pro-
perty had deteriorated all that time. I t was the site that 
had gone up in value. Proprietors might hold up their 
land, taking a nominal rent of_ £2 an acre. It might be 
used for agricultural purposes, on which they had got to pay 
local r a t e s ; but, through the exigencies of the growth of a 
big city, this land ceased to b e useful for agricultural pur-
poses, bu t required to be occupied for homes for the people, 
and immediately, instead of getting £ 2 per a n n u m per acre, 
on which the proprietor paid local rates, he got ^ 1 0 0 per 
a n n u m per acre, on which he paid no rates. Was that fair ? 
People were being compel led to live in insanitary houses and 
overcrowded districts because they could not compel owners 
to put this land into the market in order to build houses. 
W h e n the land was put in the market the proprietors 
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pocketed all the value. Some t ime ago Mr. Cameron Corbe t t 
presented a valuable park to Glasgow, in the outskirts of t h e 
city. Immedia te ly afterwards Glasgow Corporat ion took 
the tramways out there, spending , £50 ,000 in so doing. 
Wha t was the result ? In two years the value of the ad jacen t 
ground rose from , £ 1 0 0 to . £ 4 0 0 per acre. Was it right 
that the owners of the land should pocket this addi t ional 
value which they had never m a d e ? 

The a i m of t h e S ing le T a x e r s , 20/- in t h e £ . 

Council lor A L E X A N D E R M U R R A Y , Glasgow, 
said he was one of those who did not unders tand the Bill, 
nor the subject which was so frequently spoken of as " t axa -
tion of land values." H e had never yet met the man who 
had convinced him that he thoroughly unders tood it. H e 
had met scores of people who piofessed to unders t and it, 
including his friend who had just sat down—(laugh te r )—and 
after ten minutes ' discussion he could present any of these 
people with difficulties and anomal ies which they were not 
able to meet or explain. What were they asked to support ? 
Was it the Bill as it was draf ted, or the Bill which the Lord 
Advocate had said he was prepared to support ? T h e two 
things were entirely different. I t was an iniquitous thing to 
propose to tax feu-duties to the extent of 2s. in the If 
the real promoters of this measure had their way it would b e 
20s. in the jQ i , because that was the real end and aim of 
the single-tax men, who were the promoters of this Bill. 
H e had in his hand a report on the large chari table institu-
tion in Glasgow known as Hutcheson ' s Hospital . I t showed 
the effect of the Bill on the revenues of the hospital, which 
were largely devoted to the payment of pensions to poor 
people and partly for educat ion. T h e effect of the Bill 
would mean a very serious loss, thousands of pounds a year, 
to the hospital. Assuming that Clause 7 was to remain, why 
should those who purchased feu-duties three or five years 
ago at market prices be taxed ? Why should a feu-duty be 
taxed and not a bond ? H e thought they might take it for 
granted that this Bill wilh Clause 7 would never pass the 
British Parl iament. H e was satisfied the public, no mat ter 
what Government was in office, would never submit to go 
back on existing contracts. H e thought the Bill was full of 
anomalies, full of inequalities, and absolutely unjus t , if it 
was passed with Clause 7 ; and without Clause 7 it intro-
duced fresh difficulties and anomalies. 

T h e Convent ion at this point of the discussion ad jou rned , 
to resume the following morning. 

T h e Discussion was resumed Wednesday, 4th April, 
the Lord Provost again presiding. 

Bailie HAY, Loss iemouth , 
said he wished to draw at tent ion to the effect of the Bill on 
small burghs. Lossiemouth was formed into a police burgh 
fifteen years ago. I t was a seaside, golfing, and heal th 
resort. During the last three years a lone they had spent 
, £10 ,000 in in t roducing a new water supply, and . £ 5 0 0 0 in 
carying through a comple te system of drainage, with an 
assessable rental of £ 10,000. Th i s meant a big rate, and 
the schemes would not have been carried through had not 
the authori t ies expected that, with the complet ion of them, 
there would be a great demand for feus, so that the oppres-
sive rates might be greatly l ightened. Before the schemes 
were comple ted the superior of the burgh suddenly doubled 
the feu-duty. (Hear , hear, and " S h a m e . " ) As a result, 
not one single application for a feu had been since made, 
so that the expectat ions of the authorit ies had been 
thwarted. Surely in equity they were justified, seeing that 
the cost of the land had been doubled solely by the 
industry and enterprise of the community , in expecting 
that they should have redress on behalf of the ratepayers in 
the direction of the L a n d Values Taxat ion Bill. (Applause.) 

In answer to a quest ion, Bailie Hay stated that the 
previous feu was . £ 1 0 , and it was now £20. T h e land 
was only bent hillocks, with no taxation at all. 
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Counci l lor W I S H A R T , Dysar t , 
said the m e t h o d s suggested of taxing feus in the Bill 
before Par l i ament were a very different subjec t a l together . 
W h e n a m a n sold land or f eued it in perpetui ty , he was no 
longer propr ie tor of the land. H e was exactly in the same 
posit ion as the m a n who had sold it and lent the money on 
b o n d I t was a different th ing when the feu was for a 
defini te period, as in Eng land , for sixty-six or ninety-nine 
years. T h e propr ie tor then had a con t ingen t interest , and 
he ought to pay upon it. 

Provost MURRAY, St. Andrews , 
said the reason why feus should be taxed was tha t they 
were an income f rom the land. I t was a sound pr inciple 
tha t when you got an i n c o m e from t h e l and it shou ld be 
taxed. T h a t , however, was only t he second par t of the 
Bill. T h e first was the taxat ion of unbu i l t g round . T h e 
great object of the Bill was to provide g round for bui ld ing 
on at a r easonab le price, ins tead of s tarvat ion prices. W h e n 
he built recent ly at St. Andrews he got agricultural g round 
previously let at ^ 3 an acre, but which was feued at £ 4 0 
an acre. T h e propr ie tor pa id taxes on ^ 3 , a n d now when 
he got ^ , 4 0 he d id not pay taxes at all. ( H e a r , hear . ) H e 
thought the principle of t h e Bill should c o m m e n d itself to 
everyone. 

Treasure r T . S. BURNS, Dingwall, 
said it s e e m e d to him that several of the speakers had not 
character ised the Bill as it should have been . T h e Bill was 
a d ishones t Bill, because it appea red to h im that the object 
of the Bill was to get the impr ima tu r of t he Legis la ture to 
legalise a system of robbery . (Cries of " O h , " and hear, 
hear .) H e h a d no desire to stir u p any bad feeling in the 
mat te r , bu t tha t was how t h e Bill a p p e a r e d to h im. 

Mr. J A M E S C A M P B E L L , Town-clerk of Saltcoats, 
ins tanced the acquisi t ion of land for cemete ry purposes in 
Ardrossan a n d Saltcoats. F i f ty years ago, he said, a body 
of gen t lemen s tar ted a private cemetery . G r o u n d was 
acqui red at ^ 5 0 per acre. A n u m b e r of years af terwards, 
when the burgh was ex tended , t he Loca l Author i ty acqui red 
g round at ^ 1 5 0 per acre. N ine t een years a f te rwards they 
requi red a fu r the r extension. T h e sum asked was ^ 6 5 0 per 
acre. T h e Par ish Counc i l ob jec ted to pay such a large 
sum, a n d af ter a good dea l of writing a n d discussion, and 
to prevent t h e m going into t he L a n d Clauses Cour t , they 
paid ^ 4 5 0 per acre. 

Provost A N D E R S O N , Stornoway, 
said the mat te r h a d been before t hem for many years, and 
the Conven t ion had p r o n o u n c e d n o uncer ta in sound re-
gard ing it. H e could no t u n d e r s t a n d for t he life of h im 
representat ives of burghs, who had t h e interests of their 
cons t i tuents at heart , oppos ing this project . T h e y heard a 
good deal about t he dishonesty of t he Bill. T h e r e was no 

word of t he o ther s ide of t he quest ion. W h a t abou t t he 
propr ie tor , who h a d the whole land in possession, a n d said 
to the feuar, " T a k e my pr ice or want it," W a s there no 
dishonesty there ? Was there no unfai rness ? H e main-
ta ined there was. H e though t that this Bill met a m u c h 
felt want, and the Corpora t ion of Glasgow was ent i t led to 
the t hanks of Scot land for t h e great initiative a n d the s t rong 
p u r p o s e they h a d formed regarding this ques t ion . 

Provost KEITH, H a m i l t o n , 

said ex-Treasurer Murray on the previous day said he was 
convinced tha t scarcely one per cent , unders tood the ques-
tion. W h e t h e r tha t was t rue or not, there was one thing, 
he thought , that everyone could unders tand , a n d tha t was 
t he illustration brought be fore them by the Provost of St. 
Andrews—tha t where an owner of land was receiving its 
agr icul tural value, which might be 30s., he paid his share of 
local rates on tha t value, bu t when he t ransferred agricultural 
value into feuing value, and received ^ 3 0 for what he was 
previously receiving 30s., he ceased to pay rates on tha t 
£ , $ 0 , and t ransferred the whole b u r d e n on the ratepayer . 
T h e y could see there was something wrong when tha t 
system remained . T h e r e was no analogy, he main ta ined , 
between the m e r c h a n t and the superior of land, because t he 
former had a commodi ty which he could replace to-morrow, 
bu t the man who had land could not replace it, a n d they 
mus t ei ther t ake it at the price offered or leave it alone. 
T h e quest ion was, were they to go back to first principles, 
were they to go back to t he principle tha t there was no 
such thing as absolute property in land, a n d tha t land was 
he ld subjec t to all obligations tha t the Sta te might 
put upon i t ? T h e y had conver ted the idea of pure 
l and de fence into one of social progress, a n d now 
land was to be held for the purpose of t he State, and 
for t he social progress of the State, and every m a n who 
was the holder of land must hold it subject to t he interests 
of t he State. T h a t was not al tered when the land c a m e 
within the limits of a municipali ty. T h e i r desire was tha t 
t h e beneficial ho lders of land should con t r ibu te in propor-
t ion to the benefi ts they received. T h a t was the pr inc ip le 
tha t under lay Mr. Suther land ' s Bill. I t was no t a legalised 
system of robbery. If t he Bill was not to be m a d e retro-
spect ive they des t royed its usefulness . If there were hard-
ships, these ha rdsh ips mus t be deal t with in an a m e n d m e n t 
on the Bill. I t would be entirely wrong if they were to 
have no benefi t f rom the Bill by excluding existing feus. 
Greenock a t t he present t ime was paying £ 6 0 , 0 0 0 a year 
in feu-duties. H e was told there were only two landlords 
abou t Greenock f rom whom land could possibly be had . 
W e r e they going to exclude absolutely f rom taxat ion tha t 
£ 6 0 , 0 0 0 , because, forsooth, their feu-duty was con t rac t ed 
last year or five years ago. T h e y ought in the interests of 
t he burghs they represented to peti t ion in favour of the 
principle of the Bill. 
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Mr. C O L I N M A C C U L L O C H , Town-Clerk of Greenock , 
said they in Greenock had no Crown lands, bu t the whole 
of the l and was he ld by two proprietors, a n d the feu du t ies 
went to those proprietors. Greenock T o w n Counci l had 
resolved to petition in favour of the taxation of land values. 
H e though t the taxation should be ar ranged th rough the 
m e d i u m of the L a n d s Valuat ion Acts, which had been of 
the greatest benefi t to all the burghs in Scot land. T h e 
valuat ion roll con ta ined the rentals of all property in the 
burgh, a n d if lands a n d heritages were def ined to inc lude 
feu-duties they would thus have a ready means to pu t t he 
assessment upon the landowner without enter ing into the 
complicat ion of site values. 

T h e discussion was cont inued by Counci l lor Jas. Mai t land, 
Ta in , Counci l lor A. Murray, Ed inburgh , and Provost 
M 'Douga l l , Pol lokshaws. Provost Chris t ie replied on the 
discussion, when the mot ion was carried by 68 votes to 32. 

S T I R L I N G T O W N C O U N C I L A N D T H E B I L L . 

H O W I T W O U L D W O R K O U T - T H E T O W N - C L E R K 
V A L U E S T H E L A N D W I T H O U T A N Y A P P A R E N T 
D I F F I C U L T Y . 

At a meet ing of the T o w n Council , held 16/4/06, t he 
Provost 's Commi t t ee was empowered to take such action as 
they might consider advisable to prevent t he Bill be ing 
m a d e retrospective, a n d to have Cowane 's a n d Spittal 's 
Hosp i t a l s exempted f rom its provisions. 

T h e T o w n Clerk (Mr . D. B. Morris) submi t t ed a some-
what interesting report upon the subject in its local bearings. 
Af ter summaris ing the scope of the Bill, he went on to 
observe in regard to Cowane 's H o s p i t a l : — " Suppose the 
land value of t he feued lands to be the a m o u n t of the feu-
duty, &c,, received. F o r the year ending 15th May, 1905, 
the a m o u n t of long lease rents, feu-duties, and casualities 
for l ands within the burgh a m o u n t e d to £ 9 8 2 16s. n d . 
At 2s. per £ 1 the assessment would amoun t to £ 9 8 5s. 8d. 
Cowane ' s unfeued lands within t he burgh extend, roughly, 
to 162 acres. I t is very difficult to say what their value is 
unde r t he Bill, but for purposes of calculation take it at 
£ 1 2 0 per acre. T h e n at 4 per cent. , t he land value is 
£ 7 7 7 12s., and an assessment of 2s. per £ 1 would amoun t 

to £ n !Ss- 2 d " 
As to Spittal 's Hospi ta l , " I n last year 's accounts ," says 

Mr. Morris, " t h e feu-duties, &c., a m o u n t e d to £ 1 5 5 5 7s. i d . 
At 2s. per £ 1 the assessment would be £ 1 5 5 10s. gd. 
T h e unfeued lands within the burgh en tend , roughly, to 3 
acres. Valued at £ 2 0 0 per acre, the land value at 4 per 
cent, would be £ 2 4 , and an assessment of 2s. per £ 1 would 
a m o u n t to £2 8s." 

Deal ing with o ther trusts, t he reports s ta te that t he feu-
dut ies of the C o m m o n G o c d a m o u n t to £ 1 9 8 13s. 7d. At 
2S. per £1 the assessment would be £ i y 17s. 4d . T h e r e 
are practically no un feued lands belonging to t he C o m m o n 
Good . T h e St. N in ians R o a d lands are not yet begun to be 
feued. T h e u n f e u e d l a n d s e x t e n d t o 4 acres. A t £ i 2 o p e r a c r e , 
t he l and value at 4 per cent, would be £ 1 9 4s., a n d an 
assessment of 2s. per £ 1 would yield £ 1 18s. 4d. T h e 
Educa t iona l T r u s t feu-duties within the burgh a m o u n t to 
£ 1 5 0 10s. 6d. A t 2s. per £1 the assessment would yield 
£ 1 5 is . T h e r e are no unfeued lands in the burgh belong-
ing to t h e Educa t iona l Trus t . 

T h e report winds u p as follows :— 
(1) T h e Lord-Advoca te has s ta ted tha t he will try to 

make the Bill prospect ive only, so as to apply only to 
un feued lands. If this is done the position of the Hospi ta ls 
need no t give the pa t rons so m u c h concern. T h e r e would 
be no tax on the feued lands, and they could recoup the 
Hosp i ta l s for the a m o u n t of the tax on t h e un feued lands 

by a slight increase in the fu ture feuing rate. I t may b e 

stated tha t the pat rons are not holding up their land for un-
earned increment , but are very glad to feu whenever they 
can. 

(2) If the Act is to remain as it is f ramed, re t rospect ive, 
the result is simply a new burden placed upon the present 
holders of feu-duties. In the case of the Stirling Hospi ta ls , 
it would just mean so much taken f rom the pocke t s of t he 
Hospi ta l beneficiaries and placed in the pocke ts of t h e 
ratepayers. 

(3) T h e Bill excepts f rom its provisions Infirmaries , 
Hospi ta ls , Schools, Churches , &c. The except ions might 
be ex tended to inc lude the lands of such inst i tut ions as 
Cowane 's and Spittal 's Hospi ta l s , which are held, not for 
personal gain, bu t for purposes purely char i table a n d 
educat ional . 

(4) T h e power of levying the assessment lies with the 
T o w n Counci l , who would thus have it in their power, by 
levying a small assessment , to minimise the ha rdsh ip on the 
Hospi ta l funds . 

(5) Besides the lands of Cowane ' s a n d Spittal 's Hospi ta l s 
and T o w n Council , t he re are un feued lands within the burgh 
belonging to certain o ther estates. In many cases these are 
simply small port ions which come within the burgh boundary , 
and it is difficult to say what their assessable value u n d e r 
the Bill may be. T h e estates referred to are Craigforth, 
King 's Park (Crown lands, free f rom assessment) , H a i n i n g 
Park, Laurelhill , Torbrex , Williamfield, Polmaise , Eas te r 
Livilands, Wester Livilands, Clayslaps, Milroy's lands, 
F o r t h b a n k , and Queenshaugh . 

(6) If the principle of the Bill is sound, it does not seem 
clear why land values within a burgh should be taxed a n d 
those outs ide a burgh should not, thus placing the owners 
of feuing lands within the burgh at a d isadvantage compared 
with their ne ighbours on the o ther s ide of the boundary . 

G L A S G O W U N I V E R S I T Y . 
At a meet ing of the Glasgow Universi ty Cour t held at 

Gilmorehill , 12/4/06, the F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e repor ted tha t 
the C o m m i t t e e had unde r considerat ion the Bill for t he 
Taxat ion of Land Values at present before Pa r l i ament . 
As the Bill would seriously pre jud ice the Universi ty, t he 
C o m m i t t e e resolved to r e c o m m e n d that the Cour t should 
make a representa t ion against t he Bill, and appoin ted the 
convener , Mr. Lor imer , and the secretary to take t he 
necessary steps in the mat ter . T h e minutes were adop ted . 

G R E E N O C K T O W N C O U N C I L . 
At the monthly meet ing of the Greenock Corpora t ion , 

17/4/06, Bailie Andrew asked the Provost whether , in view 
of the intent ion of t he L o r d - Advocate, p resumably 
on behalf of the Government , to move in C o m m i t t e e with 
regard to Clause 7 of the L a n d Values Taxat ion (Scot land) 
Bill tha t that clause should restrict the operat ion of the Bill 
to fu tu re t ransact ions only, it is proposed to peti t ion 
Par l iament against such emascula t ion , which would render 
the Bill in quest ion abort ive in its effect so far as Greenock 
is concerned . 

T h e Provost said tha t as the Bill would be no use what-
ever to Greenock with Clause 7 deleted, he thought it 
would be their du ty to place their views before their 
m e m b e r of Par l iament , and ask him to use all the influence 
he could with a view to t he retaining of the clause which 
deal t with past contracts . 

T h e Provost 's suggestion was unanimous ly agreed to. 
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J A M E S F A I R L I E , 

PRESIDENT, S C O T T I S H LEAGUE F O R T H E 
T A X A T I O N O F L A N D VALUES. 

Mr. J ames Fairlie was elected Pres iden t of the League 
at the annual meeting, held 21st April. Mr. Fairl ie is widely 
known as an uncompromis ing Single Taxer . Still a 
young man, he en te red the T o w n Counci l of Falkirk in 
November , 1900, and was at once appo in ted to the office 
of magistrate. F r o m 1904 to 1905 he officiated as Treasure r 
of the Town, and is still a m e m b e r of the Counci l . H e has 
been Convener of the Munic ipal Electr ic Light C o m m i t t e e 
since its incept ion four years ago. At the first Munic ipa l 
Conference on the Taxat ion of L a n d Values, held at L o n . 
don, October , 1902, Mr. Fairl ie took a leading part in the 
proceedings as the representat ive of t h e Falkirk T o w n 
Council . A keen politician, he has been a vice-president of 
the young Scots Society, and Pres iden t of the local Branch 
of the Society at Falkirk. Mr. Fairlie has been a member of 
the League for the past ten years, dur ing which t ime he has 
given the movement loyal a n d fai thful service, bo th as a 
member of the Execut ive a n d as a representat ive public-
spirited citizen. 

ANNUAL MEETING, SATURDAY, 21st APRIL, 1906. 

T h e Annual Meeting of the Scott ish League for the 
Taxat ion of Land Values was held at 13 Dundas Street, on 
Saturday, 2 I s t ins t .—Mr. Wm. D. Hami l ton , President , in 
the chair. The Secretary submi t t ed a report of the work of 
the League dur ing the year. T h e Scottish Confe rence 
held at Ed inburgh under the joint auspices of the Scottish 
and Ed inburgh Leagues was a t t ended by 267 delegates f rom 
the Local Ra t ing Authori t ies , Educa t iona l and Political 
Associations. T w o of the resolut ions passed were in favour 
of applying the tax on land values to rural as well as to 
u rban land, and for a separate valuation of land apar t f rom 
improvements . 

An active branch of the League had been inaugura ted in 
t h e Vale of Leven. 

A 24 pp. pamphlet , by Mr. W. R . Lester, M.A., ex-
Pres ident of the League, in the form of a Re jo inde r to 
Professor Smart ' s stricture on the Single Tax had been pub-
lished by the League , and Coun t Tolstoy's famous article 
appear ing in the Times (London) in Augus t last had since 
been publ ished as a pamphle t by the Free Age Press, 
London , and by the Publ ic Publishing Company, Chicago, 

At the Nat ional Co-operative Conference held at Paisley 
in J u n e a sweeping resolution was carried in favour of taxing 
all land (whether occupied or unoccupied) according to its 
value " because such a policy would lead to the opening u p 
of land for use to its fullest extent, facilitate the se t t lement 
of the housing and unemployment quest ions." 

T h e Scottish Liberal Association at its a u t u m n mee t ing 
at Kirkcaldy had again boldly pronounced in favour of the 
taxation of land values. 

At the Glasgow Municipal Elect ions in November last 11 
Wa r d s were contes ted by 29 candidates, 25 of these were 
p ronounced advocates of the Taxat ion of Land Values. 
Of the 13 members elected 11 were in favour of the policy. 
T h e Counci l now consisting of 80 m e m b e r s had an over-
whelming majori ty pledged to p romote the policy of taxing 
land values. 

T h e English Bill for the Taxat ion of L a n d Values had 
passed the second reading stage last session by a majori ty of 
90, and the Scottish Bill for the first t ime by a majori ty of 
20. This session in the new par l iament the Scottish Bill 
p romoted by 550 Municipali t ies and Ra t ing Authori t ies had 
passed the second reading by a majori ty of 258. 

T h e Municipal Conference Commit tee , guided by Coun-
cillor J o h n Ferguson (Glasgow), has been actively at work 
to good purpose dur ing the year. I n November last a 
Confe rence was held at M a n c h e s t e r — t h e Lord Mayor pre-
siding. Over 300 delegates were present f rom Municipali t ies 
and Local Rat ing Authori t ies . A form of Peti t ion, seeking 
powers from Par l iament to tax land values for local purposes 
was adopted . Close upon 600 Ra t ing Authori t ies have 
already signed the Pet i t ion. 

At the General Elect ion the quest ion of taxing land 
values was brought before the electors of every Scott ish 
const i tuency. T h e League took an active part in this work, 
circulating over half a million leaflets and pamphlets . T h e 
speakers of the League addressed dur ing the Elect ion Cam-
paign 71 meet ings in Glasgow and the West of Scot land. 
T h e speakers of the Ed inburgh League were equally active, 
addressing 50 meet ings in Ed inbu rgh and the East of Scot-
land. 60 Liberal and 2 Labour members were re turned for 
the 72 Scottish const i tuencies. 

All of these were pledged to the taxation of land values, 
while the major i ty boldly advocated the reform. T h e P r ime 
Minister made it perfectly plain that the Government would 
apply this radical remedy in the interest of employment , 
be t ter housing, and social improvement . T h e Execut ive 
express their regret that Mr. H . S. Murray, Vice-President 
of the League, was unsuccessful in the Govan Division, 
where, owing to a tbree-cornered contest an opponen t of 
the taxation of land values was elected. 

An Irish League for the Taxat ion of L a n d Values, with 
headquar te rs in Belfast had been inaugurated at a very suc-
cessful publ ic meet ing held there on 15th March, last, and 
addressed by office-bearers of the Scottish League. 

I n New South Wales an Act had just been passed impos-
ing a tax of abou t 20 per cent, on the annual value of land 
in the counties, for local purposes. A tax on land values 
was now in force in 231 Prussian communit ies . 

T h e Execut ive have to mourn the loss by death dur ing 
the year of Theo . LI. Davies, J o h n Currie, W. Har r i son 
Gilbert M'AUan, and J o h n Neil . 

A resolution expressing the sympathy of the members 
with Council lor J o h n Ferguson in his present illness, a n d 
congratulat ing h im on the success of his labours in the 
Municipal Movemen t for the Taxat ion of Land Values was 
adop ted . T h e report , along with the Treasurer ' s s ta tement 
for the year, was adopted on the motion of the Cha i rman . 
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T h e following office-bearers were elected for the ensuing 
year :—Pres ident , ex-Treasurer J ames Fairle ( J a l k i r k ) ; H o n . 
Treasurer , David Cassels ; Secretary, J o h n Paul . 

T h e following were elected Vice-Presidents : -•- Edwin 
A d a m , L. H . Berens, Peter Bur t , T h o m a s Cameron , H . LI. 
Davies, H . C. Fairlie, J . C Geddes , George Green, C . C . ; 
Wm. D. Hami l ton , W. R. Lester, T h o m a s Lindsay, ex-Bailie 
M ' G r e g o r , David M 'La rdy , N o r m a n M ' L e n n a n , W m . 
M ' L e n n a n , F. S. Mein, H . S. Murray, Jas . Stewart, G. B. 
Waddel l , and J a m e s White . 

Member s of Execut ive :—David E. Bell, J ames Busby, 
J o h n Carruthers , D. Cassels, Jr . , J o h n Cassels, R . Cassels, 
Wm. Cassels, Matt. Gemmel l , J o h n Gordon , R . L. Greig, 
Mrs. W. D. Hami l ton , Wm. Hami l ton , A. D. Haxton , J . S. 
Jamieson , W. B. Johns tone , Geo. Kay, J o h n L. Kinloch, 
J a m e s Mart in , Alex. M ' K e n d r i c k , Mrs. D. M'Lardy , J o h n 
S. Neil, Andrew Reid , Wm. Reid , D. F. Turnbu l l , W. O. 
W a r d e n , Eben . Wilson, J o h n Wilson, Geo . Wright, and 
Richard Whyte . 

IRews of tbe fll>o\>cment. 

GERMAN MUNICIPAL FINANCE. 

THE RATING OF LAND VALUES IN BERLIN. 

T o enable it to meet the financial obligations caused by 
so great a system of activities and enterprises the Corpora-
t ion of Berlin has need of a large budget . T h e aggregate 
outgoings in 1903 a m o u n t e d to the respectable sum of 
r 17,500,000 marks, or roughly .£5 ,875 ,000 . T h e aggregate 
taxation taken from the inhabi tants in that year was 
65,000,000 marks, or ,£3 ,250 ,000 , r educed by re turns and 
allowances to , £3 ,130 ,000 . I t is now on a larger popula t ion 
some , £ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 more . Berlin 's total deb t at the end of 
March , 1903, was £17,000,000, nearly all bear ing interest 
of 3 ! per cent., bu t the greater par t of the loans had bsen 
incurred on account of remunera t ive or interest-bearing 
publ ic works. 

T h e yield of the individual taxes in 1904, or otherwise 
the latest year for which I have been able to obta in figures, 
was as follows :— 

Marks. £ 
I n c o m e tax, 31,000,000 1 , 5 5 ° . 0 0 0 

L a n d tax, 21,000,000 1,050,000 
T r a d e occupat ion tax, 9 ,600,000 480,000 
P rope r ty sale tax, 5,880,000 294,000 
Stores tax, 878,000 43,900 
Malt tax, - 727,000 36,350 
D o g tax, - - - . 600,000 30,000 
Licensed victuallers ' tax, - 280,000 14,000 

The Income Tax. 
In Berlin the c o m m u n a l income tax is 100 p e r c e n t , of 

the Sta te income tax, with the except ion that, while t he 
latter is not levied on incomes below 900 marks, the com-
muna l tax begins at 420 marks. On incomes of f rom 420 
to 660 marks 2-40 marks (2s. 5d.) are levied, a n d on in-
comes of f rom 660 to 900 marks 4 marks, giving a re turn in 
the first case in 1903 of 435,933 marks for 181,639 persons, 
and in the second case 657,016 marks for 176,116 persons. 
T h e n u m b e r of persons with incomes f rom 900 to 3000 
marks was 414,839, and they paid aggregate taxation of 
5>557,796 marks, while 20,245,152 marks were paid by 
persons with an income exceeding 3000 marks, and 5,492,839 
marks by corporate bodies. In Berlin a citizen with an in-
come of £250 pays , £ 5 18s. in c o m m u n a l income tax (and 
the same in Sta te income tax) ; one with , £ 3 0 0 pays £7 6s.; 
one with . £ 4 0 0 , , £ 1 0 12s. ; with . £ 5 0 0 , . £ 1 5 ; with . £ 6 0 0 , 
, £ 1 8 ; , £ 7 0 0 , £21) ^ 8 0 0 , ^ 2 4 ; , £ 9 0 0 , , £ 2 7 ; £ 1000, 

. £ 2 0 0 0 , , £ 6 4 ; , £3000 , . £ 1 0 4 ; and that, it will be 
unders tood , independent ly of the size of his dwelling and of 
his obligation to pay the land taxes, should he own pro-
perty, and the t rade tax, should he follow a commerc ia l life. 

The Land Taxes. 
T h e aggregate proceeds of the land tax for the whole city 

in 1903 were equal to 150 per cent , of the Sta te land a n d 
building assessment, which would work out to 5-8 per cent, 
of the usufruct of t he revenue liable to taxation, in a m o u n t 
364,655,000 marks, or , £18 ,232 ,750 . In regard to this tax, 
however, an important a m e n d m e n t is at the present t ime 
being in t roduced . Berl in was o n e of a n u m b e r of towns 
which had irnmemorially raised a rent tax (Miethsteuer) , 
payable by householders , the rate be ing 6 2-3 per cent, 
(with a reduct ion on small houses), besides t he bui lding 
tax, paid by the owner, at the rate of 2 2-9 per cent , of the 
rent . T h e rent tax was abol ished 12 years ago, while the 
bui lding tax was re ta ined under the name of g round tax, 
and was increased so as to cover t he result ing deficit . As, 
however, the latter tax was based on the actual usufruct , 
land not built u p o n as a rule escaped taxation. Early in 
the present year the municipal i ty decided, subject to Govern-
ment sanct ion, to tax l and no J o n g e r ^ j i p o n jthe_reKgnue.it 
brings to the owner, but on its value as saleable property, 
with a view to bringing within t he range of taxation a large 
a m o u n t of unused land, for the most part kept ou t of the 
market in ant icipat ion of increasing value. T h e main pro-
visions of t he new regulat ion (for no law is necessary in 
Germany , even in so impor tan t a depar ture as this) r u n : — 

" A c o m m u n a l g round tax will be levied, as de t e rmined 
in the following tax regulation, on all lands within the 
c o m m u n a l area, whether built upon or not, save in so far 
as they are not exempted from c o m m u n a l taxation by the 
C o m m u n a l Impos t s Law of Ju ly 14, 1893. T h e tax will 
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be based on the common (sale) value of the lands liable 
to taxation. T h e ground tax will be levied on every 
thousand marks of such value at a rate to be fixed each 
financial year by resolution of the Corporat ion." 

Only three-quarters of the common value will be taken 
for the purpose of taxation in the cases of the houses of the 
working class and buildings erected by societies and com-
panies which exist to provide cheap dwellings for the poorer 
classes so long as the interest payable on their shares does 
not exceed 4 per cent. 

Berlin's property sale tax (Umsatzsteuer) has been in 
operation since 1895, and has lately been increased. T o 
this tax is subject all real estate which changes hands by 
voluntary sale. I t began at the rate of i per cent, of the 
purchase-money, but this was raised in 1897 to 1 per cent, 
for land not built upon. This increase, together with the 
growth of the city and of speculation, had the result of 
increasing the proceeds of the tax from £ 4 7 , 7 0 0 in 1895 to 
£ 1 4 4 , 5 0 0 in 1903. A further increase took place in the 
latter year to 1 per cent, on sales of land built upon and 
2 per cent, on lands unbuil t upon, with the result that the 
proceeds yielded during 1904 £ 2 9 4 , 2 3 0 . Gardens and 
courts are also taxed 2 per cent, where their size and situa-
tion show them to be eligible for building purposes. It is 
even proposed to increase the sale tax on land unbuilt upon 
to 4 per cent, by way of mulcting building sites which are 
speculatively kept out of the market, and so escape their 
due share of taxation. 

A Tax on Unearned Increment. 
At the present t ime the Municipality of Berlin is formu-

lating a scheme—which will undoubtedly be approved by 
the Government—-for taxing the unearned increment of 
land, on principles which, as we have seen, are already in 
force in Frankfort . T h e increment tax (Werthzuwachs-
steuer) is to be levied whenever the purchase price or 
common value of a property changing hands exceeds by 
more than 10 per cent, the sum at which it stood when it 
was last sold. T h e rate is to be variable as follows :—A 
tax of 1 per cent, on the increment where this exceeds 10 
per cent, but does not exceed 15 per cent, of the former 
purchase money or common value, 2 per cent, where the 
increment is from 15 to 20 per cent., 3 per cent, where it is 
from 20 to 25 per cent., 4 per cent, where it is from 25 to 
30 per cent., and 5 per cent, where it is from 30 to 35 per 
cent., and 1 per cent, more for every addit ional 5 per cent, 
of increment. I n estimating the increment the former 
purchase money is to be the starting point, but to that sum 
may be added (decreasing the taxable increment) all 
expenses incurred in permanent improvements to the 
property, inclusive of expendi ture in street making and 
sewerage. In the case of ground not built upon, if not 
used by the owner for agricultural or industrial purposes, 
loss of interest and expenditure incurred in keeping it in 
good condition may be added to the former purchase 
money, but any receipts derived from the land must, on the 
other hand, be deducted. While the sale tax is paid by the 
purchaser of the property, the future unearned increment 
tax will be paid by the seller. 

Another tax, or better due, which falls on property in 
Berlin is the sewerage (canalisation) charge, which is per 
cent, of the usufruct of the properties connected with the 
conduits, except in the case of public buildings, where a 
nominal charge is made. T h e proceeds in 1903 were 
6,148,745 marks paid in respect of 25,629 properties. 

Municipal Taxation Compared. 
T h e question is often asked, are German towns or British 

more highly taxed? So far as a comparison is possible it is 
probable that the result will be found only favourable to this 
country in the case of medium and large incomss. It must 
be remembered, however, that in no single instance are the 
taxes levied in the two countries exactly similar, and on the 
whole the basis of taxation is fundamental ly different. 

Germany, as we have seen, taxes in the main personal 
income, business profit, and real estate, where with us local 
taxation is levied on the rateable value of the houses and 
other buildings occupied, with the incidental result that a large 
class of people, not being independent householders, escape 
local taxation altogether. Not only so, but it is obvious that 
the comparison is complicated by all sorts of quest ions— 
equivalence or not of services rendered and convenience 
secured, relative prices paid for water, illuminants, means of 
communicat ion, etc. As an exact analogy does not exist, 
therefore, owing to the different basis of taxation, the only 
method of comparison is to take the actual taxation of 
persons of various income in Germany and estimate the 
taxes which would in individual cases fall upon people 
similarly situated in this country. For example, in Berlin a 
citizen with an income of £ 1 0 0 pays an Income-tax of 
£ 1 u s . , and as such a man will in all probability be in a 
dependent position he will escape further taxation. A citizen 
with an income of £ 2 0 0 pays an Income tax of £ 4 12s., 
and if he have a small business he will pay in addition in 
trade tax another 16s., making together £ 5 8s. A citizen 
with an income of £ 5 0 0 a-year pays £ 1 5 in Income-tax, 
and if in t rade he may pay as much as £ 4 in occupation 
tax. In this country it may be assumed that persons 
answering to these three types would live in houses assessed 
a t £ 8 , £ 1 5 , and £ 3 0 nett. respectively, which figures, 
taking the combined rates at 8s. in the £ 1 , would mean a 
local taxation of £ 3 4s., £ 6 , and £ 1 2 respectively, against 
£ 1 u s . , £ 5 8s. and £ 1 9 in Germany. On the other hand 
the Englishman or Scotsman would pay in State Income-tax 
(at the normal rate of, say, 9d. in the £ 1 ) on the above 
incomes—A, n i l ; B, £ 1 10s.; and C, £ 1 3 2s. 6d., against 
£ 1 16s., £ 4 12s., and ^£,15 paid in Prussia. In Germany, 
however, as with us, there are expensive towns and less 
expensive, and Elberfield, the home of the famous poor law 
system, would appear to be an instance of the former. 
There an Income-tax equal to 220 per cent, of the State 
Income-tax is levied. I n other words, a man who pays to 
the State £ 1 u s . on an income of £ 1 0 0 must pay in local 
tax at Elberfield £ 3 8s. 3d., one with an income of £ 2 0 0 
must pay no less than £ 1 0 2s., one with £ 3 0 0 , £ 1 6 is., 
one with £ 4 0 0 , £ 2 3 6s., one with £ 5 0 0 , £ 3 3 , and one 
with £ 1 0 0 0 the large local tax of £ 6 6 . T o this must be 
added the tax on business men and the indirect pleasure 
taxes, also the property taxes in the case of persons owning 
real estate. With the data given at his disposal, however, 
it is possible for any reader to make personal comparisons 
for himself. At the same time it should be remembered 
that some services for which the citizen directly pays—and 
often pays heavily—in this country are in Germany a com-
mon charge. Such is higher as well as primary educat ion 
in most though not all States, for it is a mistake to suppose 
that the free school is universal in Germany. Frankfort , 
for example, covers a considerable part of its educational 
expenditure by fees levied in the secondary, continuation, 
and technical schools, the charge in the first being from 
£ 5 to £ 7 10*. for residents, and £ 7 to £ 1 0 for 
non-resider.ts. 

T o sum up in few words. On behalf of the German 
system of municipal government may be claimed the high 
advantages of (1) an efficiency secured by the utmost 
specialisation and the placing of each department of work 
and enterprise under the control of experts who together 
form a permanent executive body ; (2) an exceptional degree 
of latitude and elasticity in the determination alike of the 
sphere of municipal activity and of the sources of revenue ; 
and finally (3) a fairer incidence of taxation as affecting 
persons of moderate income. T h e question whether the 
German citizen is governed more economically than with us 
is one which cannot be answered without a full consider-
ation of the manifold functions which the German 
municipalities take upon their shoulders and on the whole 
discharge so admirably. Absolutely the cost of government 
is in general probably higher than here, but that is because 
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the Ge rman is willing that the municipali ty shall do for h im 
many services which with us are left to private effort and in 
some cases are not as yet per formed at all.—WILLIAM 
H A R B U T T D A W S O N , in the Glasgow Herald, 14/4/06. 

Scottish iRotes anb iRcws. 
[Scottish readers of Land Values are invited to send qews for this 

column. Reports of meetings, or any reference by public men, or 
public bodies, to the land question, or the taxation of land values 
will be appreciated.] 

C A M P A I G N AGAINST T H E T A X A T I O N O F L A N D V A L U E S . — 
A meet ing was held yesterday of the Commi t t ee of the Scottish 
Ant i -Land Values Taxation Association, in the chambers of 
the Secretary, Mr. T . M. Stewart, LL.B. Mr. William C. 
M 'Ba in , J .P . , Cha i rman of the Commit tee , presiding. T h e 
present position of t he agitation for the rat ing of land values 
in Scot land was considered, with special re ference to the 
d e b a t e in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s on the second reading of 
Mr. Suther land 's Bill, and to the Lord-Advocate ' s proposed 
a m e n d m e n t to clause 7 thereof. I t was unanimously 
resolved to con t inue the Association's p ropaganda against 
t he measure , and in view of t he ignorance of proprietors as 
a whole, and of the general public, who would all be in ju red 
by such a measure, it was unanimously agreed that l i terature 
on the quest ion should be prepared a n d circulated, and that 
publ ic meet ings should be held for diffusion of informat ion 
on the subjec t .—Glasgow Herald, 7/4/06. 

* * * 

T h e Scottish League for the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values 
gladly welcome the advent of the new Anti -League. W e 
unders tand tha t some of the large landowners of Scot land 
have subscribed handsomely to their funds . We shall be 
only too del ighted to help them to obtain good value for 
their money. If it is in order to suggest a few publ ic 
deba tes (?) we shall be del ighted to co-operate in this way 
to dispel " t h e ignorance of t he general p u b l i c " c n t he 
quest ion. 

* » • 

Mr. George Fowlds, M.P . , New Zealand, has re turned to 
Scot land on a visit to celebrate the h u n d r e d t h b i r thday of 
his father, who resides in Ki lmarnock , Ayrshire. M r . 
Fowlds, along with his daughter , paid a hurr ied visit to 
13 D u n d a s Street a m o n t h ago, on his way to the Con t inen t . 
H e is full of the recent political events in New Zealand, 
and has good news of the movemen t there for the taxation 
of l and values. 

* * » 

S C O T T I S H W O M E N ' S L I B E R A L A S S O C I A T I O N . — A t the Annua l 
Meet ing , held at E d i n b u r g h , n t h April, the following resol-
u t ion was a d o p t e d unanimously , moved by Mrs. W a t s o n 
( D u n d e e ) , s econded by Mr. L u m s d e n , and suppor ted by 
Mrs. M ' C r a e a n d Mrs . M ' L e o d :— 

1. T h a t this Counci l looks forward with conf idence to a 
great measure of Land Law Refo rm to b e unde r t aken 
by the Libera l Gove rnmen t as the economic remedy 
for existing social distress. 

2. T h a t this Counci l believes that t he present system of 
rating and taxation is injurious to t he t rade of t he 
country and social wellbeing of the people, a n d 
tha t it regards with satisfaction the work 
of the Municipalities and ra t ing authorities 
in bringing before Parliament the urgent 
need for the direct Taxation of Land Values, 
and urges upon the Government to do all in 
their power to secure this reform. * # • 

Mr. W m . D. Hami l ton , who demi t t ed t he office of 
P res iden t of the Scott ish League for the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values at the Annua l Meet ing last month , has been e lected 
cha i rman of the New Kilpatr ick (Dumbar tonsh i r e ) School 
Board . Mr. Hami l t on was e lected a m e m b e r of the Boa rd 
three years ago and has devoted a good deal of t ime a n d 

faithful service to its affairs. Mr. Hami l t on is an enthusias t ic 
Single Taxer and is still a Vice-Pres ident of the League. * # * 

T h e discussion o n the Taxa t ion of Land Values in t he 
Glasgow Herald has been well main ta ined dur ing the past 
month , while the Herald repor ted, as we go to press, a two 
co lumn report of a discussion on the subject at a Genera l 
Meet ing of the Pa t rons of the H u t c h e s o n ' s Hospi ta l , Glasgow. # * # 

Mr. George Green, C.C. , a Vice-Pres ident of the Scott ish 
League for the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values has been e lec ted 
chai rman of the Execut ive Counci l of the Scott ish Liberal 
Association, in room of Lord T w e e d m o u t h . Mr. Green 
was unanimously appoin ted at the Annua l Meet ing of t h e 
Scottish Liberal Association held at Glasgow, 12th April, 
1906, on the motion of ex-Bailie Burt, Glasgow, s econded 
by Bailie Ess lemont , Aberdeen . 

» * » 
T h e following let ter has been forwarded by the Secretary 

of the League to Mr. Joseph Legget t and Mrs Frances M. 
Milne, of San Francisco, U.S. :— 

" At the Annua l Mee t ing of the League held he re 
2 is t inst., I was asked to convey to you, a n d th rough 
you to our Single T a x co-workers in San Francisco, o u r 
heart-felt sympathy in the recent great calamity that has 
befallen your city. W e are sorely grieved merely to 
th ink of the horrors th rough which you must have 
passed, and the severe losses which many of you m u s t 
have sustained. W e feel for you more than words c a n 
say in this great affliction, so terr ible in its consequences . 
But we have faith in your courage and de te rmina t ion , 
after the worst has been realised, to con t inue in your 
good work on behalf of t ru th and jus t ice a m o n g 
mank ind . With s incere a n d sympathet ic greet ings." * * * 

Counci l lor Alex. Murray, Glasgow, told the Conven t ion of 
Burghs at their f amous deba te on the Scottish Bill last m o n t h 
( repor ted in ano ther co lumn) " that he had never met t h e 
man who had convinced h im tha t he thoroughly u n d e r s t o o d 
the Bill." Th i s r eminds us of the o ther Sco t sman who de-
clared " I am perfectly open to conviction, bu t whaur ' s t he 
man to convict me . " 

* * • 

Counci l lor Murray, con t inu ing in the same facet ious 
mood, said he h a d met scores of people who professed to 
unde r s t and the Bill inc luding his f r iend who had just sat 
down (Council lor W. F . Anderson , Glasgow), a n d af ter t e n 
minutes ' discussion h e could present any of these peop le 
with difficulties and anomol ies which they were not able to 
mee t or explain. Prod ig ious 1 If Counci l lor Murray will 
kindly a r range to pay a visit to 13 D u n d a s Street we will 
u n d e r t a k e to in t roduce h im to some people whom he has 
yet to meet , who have a not ion tha t the Bill should com-
m a n d the support of the Counci l lo r if he would take t h e 
necessary pains to properly u n d e r s t a n d it. 

* • * 

T h e T o w n Clerk of Stirling in a very lucid report to his 
Counci l on the Scot t ish Bill, values the land qui te as a 
mat te r of course, a n d affirms the view that " if t h e pr incipal 
of the Bill is sound it does not seem clear why l and values 
within a burgh should be taxed these outs ide should no t . " 
We could wish that o ther munic ipa l officials would suppor t 
that view, a n d that Stirling's representa t ive in Par l i ament , 
the P r i m e Minister, will keep it before h im when promot ing 
legislation on the subject . 

DO YOD WISH TO PROMOTE THE MOVEMENT? 

THE Executive of the Scottish League for the Taxation of Land 
Values appeal to the Members to enlist New Subscribers, and 

to sympathisers who knaw and appreciate the work of the League to 
become Members. Annual Subscription, -J 

2 / 6 Secures membership of the League and a copy of " LAND 
VALUES," post free, for twelve months. 

5 / - Secu re s m e m b e r s h i p , " L A N D VALOBS" for t w e l v e months , " 
and copies of Pamphlets and Leaflets published during the year. 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 

" W e w o u l d s imply t a k e fo r t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs 
t o t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s t o l a n d by t h e 
g r o w t h of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l eave s ac r ed t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
a l l t h a t b e l o n g s t o t h e individual ."—Henry George. 

PROFESSOR SMART AND THE LAND 
VALUES TAXATION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r a p p e a r e d in t h e London Times 
o n t h e 1 7 t h A p r i l , 1906. I t is f r o m t h e p e n of 
P r o f e s s o r S m a r t , t h e o c c u p a n t o f t h e A d a m S m i t h 
C h a i r of P o l i t i c a l E c o n o m y a t G l a s g o w U n i v e r s i t y : 

S IR,—Without going into t he theory of t axa t ion—which 
no one on the G o v e r n m e n t side seemed to th ink much 
abou t in t he d e b a t e on M a r c h 2 3 r d — I th ink a " straight 
i s s u e " might be put before t he citizens thus : 

Le t it be g ran ted tha t the inhabi tan ts of local areas expect 
a n d d e m a n d more things to be d o n e for t hem by their local 
g o v e r n m e n t ; tha t , in consequence , Corpora t ions " r e q u i r e 
m o r e money " ; and that the money will be spent on c o m m o n 
benef i t with as much wisdom as usual. 

Let it be gran ted , fur ther , tha t the " m o r e m o n e y " m e a n s 
m o r e than does, in ordinary cases, accrue from the growing 
value of t he proper ty rated. 

T h e n the open and hones t way is to raise the rates, by 
which at least the ra tepayers will feel, in their pockets , tha t 
they cannot , in this common-p lace world, get more good 
things except by paying more . 

But this is subjec t to a proviso. I t is tha t t he present 
ra tes are fairly equitable, that is, d is t r ibuted on some recog-
nised principle, whether it be of proport ion or progression. 
. If, however, Corpora t ions can s t a t e—not as a mat te r of 
opin ion but as a mat te r of d e m o n s t r a b l e f ac t—tha t the re is 

W 
any class who, according to some recognised principle of 
d is t r ibut ion, are not paying the i r full share, then it is the i r 
b o u n d e n duty to " g e t at " this class and m a k e t h e m pay 
more . 

T h a t is to say, if, of two m e n i n precisely equa l c i rcumstances , 
A is paying less than B, because of some technical flaw or 
inc ident of rating, there is every reason for making s o m e 
change in t he rat ing which will make A pay more or B less. 

But , just as it is no excuse for new taxa t ion . tha t is so dis-
gu ised—like pills in j a m — t h a t the taxpayers do not k n o w 
tha t or what they are paying, so it is no excuse for new 
taxat ion tha t t he owners of any pecul iar fo rm of wealth 
canno t escape, bu t mus t pay. T h i s is mere h ighwayman 
ethics. 

W h a t the advocates of t he taxation of l and values, then , 
have to prove is tha t there is some annua l f u n d which has 
h i ther to escaped paying its full share. If there is, good a n d 
well, economis ts at least will thank them ; bu t if there is 
not, I repeat that t he only hones t way of raising more m o n e y 
is to raise the rates. 

I n ordinary c i rcumstances I should feel a s h a m e d to pu t 
forward such e lementa ry truths, but , in t he exposition of the 
present measure , so many at t ract ive ul terior cons idera t ions 
have been placed in the fo re f ron t—such as forcing l and 
into the market , bet ter housing of the working classes, bring-
ing down rents, &c .—tha t it seemed likely to be forgot ten 
tha t this is ostensibly a Bill for taxing or rat ing the inhabi-
tan ts of local areas on a more equi tab le basis than at present . 
— I am, &c. 

Univers i ty of Glasgow. (Sgd.) WILLIAM SMART. 

T a k i n g t h e l a s t p a r a g r a p h first, w e m a y b e p e r -
m i t t e d t o r e m a r k t h a t t h e r e is n o c a u s e f o r s h a m e 
u n d e r a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s — o r d i n a r y o r e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
— i n p u t t i n g f o r w a r d e l e m e n t a r y t r u t h s . T h e t r u t h is 
s o o f t e n o b s c u r e d in l a b y r i n t h s of m e t a p h y s i c a l a n d 
t e c h n i c a l l a n g u a g e t h a t o n e m u s t o f t e n h a v e r e c o u r s e 
t o t h e e l e m e n t a r y t r u t h s in c r d e r t o find a s a f e g r o u n d -
w o r k o n w h i c h t o s e c u r e a s o u n d c o n c l u s i o n . 

L e t u s n o w f o l l o w t h e w r i t e r t h r o u g h h i s v a r i o u s 
p o i n t s in t h e o r d e r of t h e i r s e q u e n c e . H e d o e s n o t 

• g o i n t o t h e t h e o r y of t a x a t i o n . W h y 1 I f t h e c a n o n s 
o f t a x a t i o n a r e v i o l a t e d w h y n o t s h e w w h e r e t h e m i s -
t a k e h a s b e e n m a d e . 

N o o n e o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t s i d e s e e m e d t o t h i n k 
m u c h a b o u t t h e t h e o r y of t a x a t i o n . 

I s t h i s s p e c i a l l y d i r e c t e d a t M r . H a r o l d C o x w h o 
o p p o s e d t h e B i l l f r o m t h e G o v e r n m e n t s i d e , a n d w a s 
it o n l y o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t s i d e t h a t t h e t h e o r y o f 
t a x a t i o n w a s i g n o r e d ? I f P r o f e s s o r S m a r t w a n t s u s 
t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e o p p o s i t i o n w e r e t h i n k i n g of t h e 
t h e o r y of t a x a t i o n , h e wil l h a v e t o t e l l u s w h i c h 
t h e o r y t h e y w e r e t h i n k i n g a b o u t , a s t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l 
t h e o r i e s o n t h a t s i d e of t h e H o u s e , i n c l u d i n g M r . 
J o s e p h C h a m b e r l a i n ' s t h e o r y . A d a m S m i t h , o f 
w h o m , n o d o u b t , P r o f e s s o r S m a r t w a s t h i n k i n g w h e n 
h e m e n t i o n e d t h e t h e o r y of t a x a t i o n , t h o u g h t t h a t 
t h e s u b j e c t s o f e v e r y s t a t e o u g h t t o c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s 
t h e s u p p o r t of t h e G o v e r n m e n t a s n e a r l y a s p o s s i b l e 
in p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e a b i l i t i e s . 

F o l l o w i n g h i m c a m e J o h n S t u a r t Mi l l w i t h h i s 
r e s e r v a t i o n s in r e g a r d t o t h i s d i c t u m . T h e o n e t h i n g 
t o b e l e a r n e d f r o m Mi l l is t h a t t h e " n e a r l y a s p o s -
s i b l e " of A d a m S m i t h is a s h e e r i m p o s s i b i l i t y . 
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J o h n S t u a r t Mi l l s t o o d f o r e q u a l i t y of sac r i f i ce a s 
w e u n d e r s t a n d P r o f e s s o r S m a r t d o e s , b u t h o w t h i s 
e q u a l i t y of s a c r i f i c e is t o b e a t t a i n e d r e m a i n s a s g r e a t 
a m y s t e r y t o - d a y a s w h e n e c o n o m i s t s first c o n c e i v e d 
t h e i d e a . 

A 1 0 % t a x w o u l d t a k e r s f r o m t h e , £ 5 0 i n c o m e 
a n d £ 5 0 f r o m t h e £ 5 0 0 i n c o m e . 

T h e m a n w i t h . £ 5 0 p e r a n n u m w o u l d p a y less a s a 
q u a n t i t y t h a n t h e o n e w i t h t h e , £ 5 0 0 . H e w o u l d p a y 
t h e s a m e a s a p r o p o r t i o n , b u t w h e n y o u c o m e t o c o m -
p u t e t h e s ac r i f i c e t h e r e is n o e q u a l i t y . T h e s ac r i f i c e 
c a n o n l y b e m e a s u r e d b y t h e a m o u n t of h a r d s h i p it 
e n t a i l s , a n d m a n i f e s t l y i t is t h e m a n w i t h t h e . £ 5 0 
w h o w o u l d s u f f e r m o s t . 

I f t h e p e o p l e a r e t o g e t m o r e t h i n g s d o n e fo r t h e m 
b y t h e i r l oca l g o v e r n m e n t , a n d m o r e m o n e y is r e -
q u i r e d , " t h e o p e n a n d h o n e s t w a y is t o r a i s e t h e 
r a t e s . " W h a t is m e a n t h e r e is t h e p r e s e n t r a t e s . W e 
a r e n o t t o t a k e i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n w h e t h e r a n y o n e is 
e s c a p i n g t h e p a y m e n t of r a t e s w h o o u g h t t o b e m a d e 
t o p a y . T h i s , a c c o r d i n g t o P r o f e s s o r S m a r t , w o u l d 
n o t b e o p e n , a n d i t w o u l d n o t b e h o n e s t . P e r h a p s it 
w o u l d n o t b e in a c c o r d w i t h " t h e t h e o r y of t a x a t i o n " 
w h i c h b y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n m e a n s t h e U n i v e r s i t y t h e o r y 
of t a x a t i o n . M a y w e r e m i n d P r o f e s s o r S m a r t o f 
w h a t h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , A d a m S m i t h , s a i d o f s u c h 
t h e o r i e s , v i z . : — 

" T h e i m p r o v e m e n t s w h i c h , in m o d e r n t i m e s , h a v e 
b e e n m a d e in s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t b r a n c h e s of p h i l o s o p h y , 
h a v e n o t , t h e g r e a t e r p a r t of t h e m , b e e n m a d e in 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , t h o u g h s o m e , n o d o u b t , h a v e . T h e 
g r e a t e r p a r t of u n i v e r s i t i e s h a v e n o t e v e n b e e n v e r y 
f o r w a r d t o a d o p t t h o s e i m p r o v e m e n t s a f t e r t h e y w e r e 
m a d e , a n d s e v e r a l of t h o s e l e a r n e d s o c i e t i e s h a v e 
c h o s e n t o r e m a i n , f o r a l o n g t i m e , t h e s a n c t u a r i e s in 
w h i c h e x p l o d e d s y s t e m s a n d o b s o l e t e p r e j u d i c e s 
f o u n d s h e l t e r a n d p r o t e c t i o n , a f t e r t h e y h a d b e e n 
h u n t e d o u t of e v e r y o t h e r c o r n e r of t h e w o r l d . " 

W e a r e n o t o v e r l o o k i n g t h e p r o v i s o w h i c h is a d d e d 
t o t h e d e c l a r a t i o n a b o u t t h e o p e n a n d h o n e s t w a y . 
b u t if t h e " p r e s e n t r a t e s a r e f a i r l y e q u i t a b l e " w h y 
d o e s h e n o t s h e w t h i s a n d d e s t r o y t h e c a s e fo r t h e 
Bi l l . T h i s t o o u r m i n d , is t h e o n l y o p e n a n d h o n e s t 
w a y t o o p p o s e a p r o p o s a l of t h i s k i n d . 

T h e n e x t t h i n g P r o f e s s o r S m a r t a s k s is, c a n t h e 
C o r p o r a t i o n s t a t e — " n o t a s a m a t t e r o f o p i n i o n 
b u t a s a m a t t e r o f d e m o n s t r a b l e f a c t " — t h a t t h e r e is 
a n y c l a s s w h o , a c c o r d i n g t o s o m e r e c o g n i s e d p r i n c i p l e 
of d i s t r i b u t i o n a r e n o t p a y i n g t h e i r fu l l s h a r e . 

T h e G l a s g o w C o r p o r a t i o n h a v e e v i d e n t l y b e e n a b l e 
t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h i s f a c t t o t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s if 
w e m a y j u d g e b y t h e m a j o r i t y in f a v o u r of t h e Bi l l 
p r e s e n t e d b y t h e m . A s t o w h a t P r o f e s s o r S m a r t 
w o u l d c o n s i d e r a d e m o n s t r a b l e f ac t t h a t is a n o t h e r 
m a t t e r . 

A u n i v e r s i t y w o u l d n o t b e a d e m o n s t r a b l e f a c t t o a 
b l i n d m a n e v e n if h e w e r e t o w a l k a g a i n s t i t , t h e o n l y 
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t h i n g d e m o n s t r a b l e t o h i m w o u l d b e t h a t i t w a s a n 

o b s t r u c t i o n . 
I f P r o f e s s o r S m a r t wi l l n o t a c c e p t t h e e v i d e n c e o f 

t h e G l a s g o w C o r p o r a t i o n p e r h a p s h e wil l a c c e p t t h e 
e v i d e n c e of t h e e c o n o m i s t s . 

A d a m S m i t h s a y s : — " B o t h g r o u n d r e n t s a n d t h e 
o r d i n a r y r e n t of l a n d a r e a s p e c i e s of r e v e n u e w h i c h 
t h e o w n e r , in m a n y c a s e s , e n j o y s w i t h o u t a n y c a r e o r 
a t t e n t i o n of h i s o w n . T h o u g h a p a r t o f t h i s r e v e n u e 
s h o u l d b e t a k e n f r o m h i m in o r d e r t o d e f r a y t h e e x -
p e n s e s of t h e S t a t e , n o d i s c o u r a g e m e n t will t h e r e b y 
b e g i v e n t o a n y s o r t of i n d u s t r y , " a n d a l s o " N o t h i n g 
c a n b e m o r e r e a s o n a b l e t h a n t h a t a f u n d w h i c h o w e s 
i t s e x i s t e n c e t o t h e g o o d g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e S t a t e 
s h o u l d b e t a x e d p e c u l i a r l y o r s h o u l d c o n t r i b u t e s o m e -
t h i n g m o r e t h a n t h e g r e a t e r p a r t of o t h e r f u n d s t o w a r d s 
t h e s u p p o r t of t h e G o v e r n m e n t . " 

J o h n S t u a r t Mi l l s a y s : — " S u p p o s e t h a t t h e r e is a 
k i n d of i n c o m e w h i c h c o n s t a n t l y t e n d s t o i n c r e a s e , 
w i t h o u t a n y e x e r t i o n o r s a c r i f i c e o n t h e p a r t of t h e 
o w n e r s , t h o s e o w n e r s c o n s t i t u t i n g a c l a s s in t h e c o m -
m u n i t y , w h o m t h e n a t u r a l c o u r s e o f t h i n g s p r o g r e s -
s i v e l y e n r i c h e s c o n s i s t e n t l y w i t h c o m p l e t e p a s s i v e n e s s 
o n t h e i r o w n p a r t . I n s u c h a c a s e it would be no 
violation of t h e p r i n c i p l e s o n w h i c h p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y 
is g r o u n d e d , if t h e S t a t e s h o u l d a p p r o p r i a t e t h i s 
i n c r e a s e o f w e a l t h o r p a r t o f it , a s it a r i s e s . T h i s 
w o u l d n o t p r o p e r l y b e t a k i n g a n y t h i n g f r o m a n y b o d y ; 

SUPERIOR WORKMEN EMPLOYED and 
ALL RESPONSIBILITY UNDERTAKEN . 
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it w o u l d m e r e l y b e a p p l y i n g an access ion of wea l th 
c r ea t ed b y c i r c u m s t a n c e s , to t h e benef i t of S o c i e t y , 
i n s t e a d of a l l owing it to b e c o m e an u n e a r n e d a p p e n d -
a g e to t h e r iches of a pa r t i cu l a r class, 

" N o w th i s is a c t u a l l y t h e case wi th ren t . T h e 
o r d i n a r y p rog re s s of a soc ie ty w h i c h inc reases in 
wea l th , is a t all t i m e s t e n d i n g t o a u g m e n t t h e i n c o m e s 
of t h e l and lo rds . " 

H o w a b o u t " h i g h w a y m a n e th i c s " now. I s th i s all 
t h e a n s w e r P ro fes so r S m a r t can of fe r t o A d a m S m i t h 
a n d J o h n S t u a r t Mill ? 

" T h e a d v o c a t e s of t h e t a x a t i o n of l and va lues h a v e 
t o p r o v e t h a t t h e r e is s o m e a n n u a l f u n d wh ich h a s 
h i t h e r t o e s c a p e d p a y i n g its fa i r sha re . If t h e r e is, 
g o o d a n d well ; e c o n o m i s t s a t l eas t will t h a n k t h e m . " 

P r o f e s s o r S m a r t is a s k i n g t h e a d v o c a t e s of t h e t a x a -
t ion of l and v a l u e s to p r o v e to t h e e c o n o m i s t s , t h e very 
t h i n g t h e y h a v e l ea rned f rom t h e e c o n o m i s t s . 

T h e e c o n o m i s t s h a v e p r o v e d t o us t ha t t h e r e is a f u n d 
which e x i s t s w h e r e v e r m e n are g a t h e r e d in a s soc ia t ion . 
T h i s f u n d is n o t p r o d u c e d b y t h e i nd iv idua l s w h o 
receive it b u t by t h e c o m m u n i t y w h o a re r o b b e d of it. 

T h e " h i g h w a y m a n e t h i c s " cons i s t in d e f e n d i n g this 
s t a n d a n d de l iver pol icy. 

W e k n o w f u r t h e r f r o m e x p e r i e n c e t h a t t h e s p e n d -
ing of t h e r a t e s ha s t h e ef fec t of swel l ing th i s f u n d . 
W h e t h e r t h e r a t e s a re s p e n t t o m a k e g o o d roads , well-
l igh ted s t r e e t s , s a n i t a r y i m p r o v e m e n t s , a pub l i c p a r k 
or a n y o t h e r m u n i c i p a l i m p r o v e m e n t t h e r e su l t is 
a l w a y s t h e s ame , u p g o t h e ren ts . 

A n ind iv idua l is ca l led on to p a y twice for t h e s a m e 
th ing . H e p a y s t h e school ra te , t h e wa te r ra te , t h e 
road ra te , a n d all t h e o t h e r r a t e s to his local a u t h o r i t y . 
Bu t t h e e x i s t e n c e of t he se m u n i c i p a l se rv ices 
e n a b l e s t h e l a n d o w n e r so-ca l led t o d e m a n d a tol l for 
t h e s e as well. 

L a n d b e c o m e s too d e a r because of t h e ac t iv i t i es of 
t h e l and le s s a n d t h e pass iveness of t h e l anded . T h e 
sweate 'd w o r k e r is ca l led on t o p a y a t t h e r a t e of £ 6 0 
pe r ac re for his a c c o m m o d a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e £ 2 pa id 
for t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n of sheep . 

W h a t i n j u r y is d o n e t o a l a n d o w n e r w h e n he is cal led 
on t o p a y a t a x on his l a n d va lue ? If he is p u t t i n g 
t h e l and t o use t h e v a l u e will be t a x e d a n d t h e 
a m o u n t p a s s e d 011 t o t h e occupier . I f h is l and is no t 
p u t t o use. h e is h o l d i n g u p s o m e t h i n g t h a t o t h e r s 
a r e wil l ing t o use a n d p a y t h e t a x on . T h e r e can 
b e n o j u s t i c e in a l and lo rd h o l d i n g u p l and t h a t o t h e r s 
a re wi l l ing to use and p a y t h e t a x on e x c e p t he 
p a y s t h e t a x himself . 

T h i s is w h a t t h e e c o n o m i s t s h a v e t a u g h t us. W e 
in t u r n h a v e t a u g h t o the rs , a n d now P a r l i a m e n t is 
conv inced of t h e ju s t i ce of our p lea . P ro fes so r S m a r t 
shou ld no t ask t h e a d v o c a t e s of l a n d va lue t a x a t i o n 
t o t e a c h h i m his own bus iness . I t is t h e bus iness of 
an e c o n o m i s t t o k n o w h o w wea l th is d i s t r i b u t e d . 

WM. REID. 

DEATH OF COUNCILLOR JOHN FERGUSON. 

T h e municipal movement for the taxation of land values 
has lost its able and devoted leader in the death of Coun-
cillor John Ferguson, Glasgow. As we reported in our 
April issue, Mr. Ferguson met with an accident in stepping 
from a tram car, just at the moment when he was engaged 
directing the Scottish Bill to St. Stephen's for the second 
time. H e was operated on in a Glasgow private nursing 
home, and had sufficiently recovered to be removed to his 
home at Lenzie, where he passed away on Monday evening, 
23rd April. Mr. Ferguson entered the Glasgow Town 
Council after a stiff fight in 1893, pledging himself to 
advance the taxation of land values. He kept his word. 
H e wakened up the Council on the question in a way that 
amazed the members and aroused the interest and enthusiasm 
of the Glasgow ratepayers. In March, 1897, a ^ t e r a three 
years' struggle, he succeeded in carrying a resolution in 
favour of preparing a Bill on the subject to be presented to 
Parliament. Again, on the 3rd April, 1902, he carried a 
motion—that the Council convene a Special Conference of 
Representatives from Rating Authorities, which was held at 
the Hotel Motropole, London, 21st October, 1902—the 
Lord Provost of Glasgow, Samuel Chisholm, Esq., LL.D. , 
presiding. At this meeting a Conference Committee of 25 
representatives was appointed, with Mr. Ferguson as Con-
vener. A second Conference was held in the Westminster 
Palace Hotel, 9th December, 1903—Mr. Ferguson presid-
ing. The work of the Committee in preparing the two Bills 
was approved. A third Conference was held at the same 
place, 9th March, 1904—when he, along with Mr. J . H . 
Whitley, M.P., received a special vote of thanks for the 
valuable services they had rendered the movement since 
its institution. T h e fourth Conference was held in the 
Westminster Palace Hotel, 7th October, 1904—Sir John 
Ure Primrose, Bart., Lord Provost of Glasgow, in the chair. 
At this meeting the Committee was reconsti tuted—Mr. 
Ferguson being again appointed Chairman. T h e fifth 
Conference was held at the Westminster Palace Hotel, 
12th April, 1905. The sixth Conference was held at 
Manchester, 22 nd November, 1905—the Lord Mayor of 
Manchester presiding. In reviewing all this work a year 
ago {Land. Values for May, 1905), we stated that " i n all this 
effort Mr. Ferguson has taken a leading part. His rare 
courage and zeal in the movement is only equalled by his 
strength of conviction that in the taxation of land values 
lies the beginning of real progress. Apart from this wider 
municipal or national work, Mr. Ferguson is ever active 
by voice and pen in exposing the evils of our land system, 
and heralding the dawn of the better day. H e is deter-
mined always to bring the land question before the public, 
and when he has a slack moment on the taxation of land 
values, brings up the question of the 'Sale and Transfer of 
Land. ' When it is pointed out that, in a country like the 
United States, land can be bought as easily as a pair of 
boots, and still land monopoly reigns supreme; ' No 
matter, ' he will say, ' I must bring the land question up in 
any form.' Again, he takes up the question of Peasant 
Proprietary, or Allotments, and hurls figures and philosophy, 
on the agricultural aspect of the question, at the unsuspect-
ing editor, with an amazing rapidity. These figures and 
facts may pass by the editor lightly, but they find a place in 
the minds of men and women everywhere awakened to the 
iniquity of our social life, with all its increasing bitterness 
and despair. For this woik John Ferguson holds a unique 
position in the Radical politics of the West of Scot land; 
quite as strong as his more enduring association with the 
Municipal movement for the taxation of land values. For 
his splendid and triumphant efforts in this way—bringing 
with them at every step so much discussion and enlighten-
ment—from the Parish Council to Parliament, he has our 
most cordial appreciation and thanks." At that time the 
effects of both the physical and mental strain were plainly 
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visible. H e looked at t imes worn and wearied, yet he kept 
at his post. An old man years ago, he was warned by his 
doc to r to desist f rom his s t renuous plat form work in the 
interest of his own heal th a n d life. But J o h n Ferguson 
set no value on his own life, except in so far as he 
could use it at t he m o m e n t for the publ ic good. I n 
J o h n Ferguson ' s dea th t he cause of the poor and 
the oppressed has lost a valiant, whole-hearted supporter . 
In t he solution of the land quest ion he recognised the t rue 
remedy for social evils, and to this he ungrudgingly gave his 
t ime, his talents, and ult imately his life. I n the n a m e of 
the land reform movement , bo th at h o m e and abroad, we 
extend to Mrs. Ferguson a n d her family t he sincerest 
sympathy . 
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PROGRESS IN GERWANY. 

The "DEUTSCHE VOLKSTIMME," Organ of the 
" League of German Land Reformers," published 
twice a month. Edited by Adolf Damaschke, 
Berlin N. W.23 Lessingstr. 11. 

S u b s c r i p t i o n P r i c e . 61- p e r A n n u m . 

Great progress having been made in Germany of late years in reform-
ing the laws of land tenure and taxation, this journal offers valuable 
information to all who seek to obtain facts and precedents for such 
measure as tend to further the cause of land reform. 

T H E B I L L I N T H E H O U S E O F C O M M O N S . 

R E F E R R E D T O A S E L E C T C O M M I T T E E . 

Mr. G . W H I T L E Y (Par l i amentary Secretary of the Treasury) 
formally moved (Tuesday, 24th Apri l) : " T h a t the Order for 
resuming the a d j o u r n e d deba te on the motion for commi t t ing 
the Land Values Taxat ion, etc. (Scot land) Bill to the S tand ing 
Commi t t ee on Law, etc., be read, and discharged, and the 
Bill be commi t t ed to a Select C o m m i t t e of fifteen m e m b e r s . " 

Mr. D A L Z I E L ( L . — K i r k c a l d y Burghs) expressed his dis-
sent to the motion, urging that t he principle of the measu re 
had been adop ted on four separa te occasions in the H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s , and had now passed the stage of inquiry. H e 
thought the general view was tha t to commi t a Bill to a 
Select Commi t t ee was the par l iamentary way of indefini tely 
shelving it. T h i s Bill would no t have the slightest chance 
of passing this session if it were referred to t he Select C o m -
mit tee proposed. H e could not see why it should not b e 
referred to t he Standing C o m m i t t e e on Law or to a G r a n d 
C o m m i t t e e of Scottish m e m b e r s — w h i c h he prefer red—if 
there was any intent ion of passing it. T o adopt , the mot ion 
would be to kill the Bill for this session. 

Sir F . P O W E L L ( U . — W i g a n ) was glad the G o v e r n m e n t 
proposed to refer the Bill to a Commit tee , as it con ta ined 
many poin ts of a controversial character . 

Mr. H A R O L D C o x ( L . — P r e s t o n ) was glad tha t t h e 
Gove rnmen t had adop ted t he mot ion, which he placed u p o n 
the paper, but did not see how, in taking that course, they 
had evinced any desire to kill the Bill. ( H e a r , hear .) 

Mr. D A L Z I E L : I d id not say that . 
Mr. C o x : Nevertheless , I hope the Bill will be k i l l e d ; 

but I hope it will he killed as the result of inquiry. T h e r e 
was undoubted ly , he con t inued , a case for fu r the r inquiry, 
and he therefore suppor ted t he motion. 

Mr. YOUNGER ( U . — A y r Burghs) strongly suppor t ed t he 
mot ion tha t it should be referred to a Select Commit tee . 

Mr. T . S H A W ( the Lord Advocate) admi t t ed tha t he was 
very largely in ag reemen t with Mr. Dalz ie l ; bu t the G r a n d 
Commi t t ee on Law was likely to be occupied for some t ime 
with the W o r k m e n ' s compensa t ion Bill. T h e Scotch 
member s h a d therefore asked t he P r i m e Minis ter whether 
he could see his way to refer t he present Bill to a Select 
Commit tee . (Hear , hear .) 

Mr . D A L Z I E L : Is it not t he case tha t the Sco tch member s 
were told tha t they could have only a Select Commi t t ee ? 

Mr. S H A W replied that the Scotch m e m b e r s asked t he 
G o v e r n m e n t to refer the Bill to a Select C o m m i t t e e — ( H e a r , 
hea r )—and he entirely ob jec ted to the suggestion that, in 
assent ing to such a course, the Gove rnmen t had d o n e 
anything to kill the Bill. ( H e a r , hear . ) On the contrary, 
he earnest ly hoped tha t the Select C o m m i t t e e would con-
c lude its labours in t ime to allow legislation to be passed, 
or at any rate to take shape du r ing the present session. 
(Hea r , hear . ) H i s own view was that which had been 
expressed by Mr. Ha ro ld Cox, who had stated that there 
were many delusions respect ing this Bill, and he hoped tha t 
a very few sittings of the C o m m i t t e e would be sufficient to 
blow into t he air many of the delusions which had been 
expressed with regard to the measu re by Mr. Cox himself . 
(Laughter . ) . H e though t t h e course suggested by the 
Gove rnmen t was t he best way of settling the difficulty. 

T h e mot ion was agreed to. 

Good News from New Zealand. 
T h e A u c k l a n d L i b e r a t o r gives news every month of the progress 

of Land Reform in New Zealand. No Reformer should be without 
it. Taxation of Land Values continues to be adopted by Districts 
in all pans of the Colony. 

S e n d 1/6 to F . M . K I N G , ALBERT STREET, AUCKLAND, NKW 
ZEALAND, and receive this brght little Paper, Post Free, for 
one year. 
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E N G L I S H N E W S A N D NOTES. 

[All communications respecting this column shauld be sent to the 
General Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land 
Values, 376 and 377 Strand, London, W.C.] 

Mr. H o r a c e Ecker t , formerly a m e m b e r of t he Execut ive 
of the League , has been e lected a m e m b e r of t he Finchley 
U r b a n Distr ic t Counci l . H e is a m e m b e r of the firm of 
Messrs. Bat ty & Ecker t , who carr ied out for the League the 
valuat ion of land in Finchley, which was quo ted by Mr. 
Asqui th in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s abou t two years ago. * * * 

I n his elect ion address , Mr . Ecke r t s a i d — " D o we get 
va lue for our money ? " Counci l lo r Roys ton has recently 
been lectur ing u p o n this sub jec t . T h e th ing is who is 
m e a n t by W E ? Is it t he occup ie r of a h o u s e on a t h r ee 
years ' ag reemen t who pays dur ing tha t t ime ^ 3 0 in rates 
a n d then leaves the d i s t r i c t—and his ^ 3 0 ? Or is it the 
owner of u n u s e d land who himself con t r ibu tes not one 
penny to t he local expendi ture , bu t whose l and is 
immensely e n h a n c e d in va lue by the rates paid by the 
ordinary occupier ? Clearly t he first does not get value for 
his money, while the lat ter gets value for noth ing ." 

* * * 

Mr. George Linskill, an unt i r ing worker for the cause, was 
a cand ida t e for t he Clee thorpes U r b a n Distr ict Counci l . 
Unfor tuna te ly , he was not successful this t ime, in spite of 
the striking object- lesson afforded by the great increase of 
land values in this suburb of Gr imsby . 

# • * 

L e o Tols toy 's bookle t on t he land ques t ion , ent i t led " A 
Grea t In iqui ty ," has just been repr in ted in a stiff green cover, 
with a new portrai t of t he au tho r . Copies (each, 4d. n e t t ; 
pos t free, 5d.) may be o b t a i n e d f rom the League Office. 
T e r m s for quant i t ies on applicat ion. 

* # * 

T h e Genera l Secretary has been favoured with a copy of 
an admirab le paper on the " Taxa t ion of L a n d Va lues , " 
read on J a n u a r y 9 th last, before t he Congregat ional is t 
Li terary Society of Newcas t le -under-Lyme, by Mr . Jos iah C. 
Wedgwood , now M.P . for tha t borough. T h e paper deals 
briefly but effectively with the following points :—(1) H o w 
L a n d is a M o n o p o l y ; (2) T h e Value of t he L a n d Monopo ly 
is given by the S ta te ; (3) Monopol ies are a T a x on Indus t ry , 
a n d should be the Single Publ ic T a x ; (4) H o w a little T a x 
may do great t h i n g s — S p e c u l a t i o n ; (5) Pract ica l Politics. 
I t is hoped tha t Mr . Wedgwood ' s paper may later on be 
m a d e available for general dis t r ibut ion. 

* * * 

Lectures have been del ivered in t he L o n d o n distr ict at 
N o r t h Padd ing ton and at Cr icklewood by Mr. F. H e r b e r t 

Values. May, 1906. 
<m> 

Batty ; at Oxted , by the Rev. Stewart D. H e a d l a m ; at 
H i g h a m Hill by the Genera l Sec re ta ry ; and at M a n o r P a r k 
by Mr . W. G. S. Coad . T h e Genera l Secretary is to address 
a " men ' s meet ing " at H a c k n e y on Sunday, May 6th. In -
vitat ions for other meet ings will be welcomed. 

* * * 

Mr. R icha rd Brown, one of the H o n o r a r y Secretar ies of 
the Tynes ide Branch , addressed the m e m b e r s of t he Elswick 
N o r t h Ward of the Newcast le Liberal Associat ion on " L a n d 
R e f o r m " on Apri l 10th. H i s colleague, Mr. J a m e s Vei tch , 
p res ided over a mode ra t e a t t endance . Discussion followed. 

* * * 

O u r fr iends a n d co-workers in the Yorksh i re Branch of 
the League are well p leased with Mr. W. R . Lester ' s recent 
visits. H e addressed 17 meet ings at which a great a m o u n t of 
l i terature was sold a n d dis t r ibuted, and many new m e m b e r s 
enrol led. A cor respondent writes : — " Grea t interest a n d 
enthus iasm has been shown lately th roughou t the whole 
distr ict in the quest ion of taxing land values, and M r . 
Lester ' s efforts have con t r ibu ted no small share towards 
s t imula t ing i t ." 

* * * 

T h e Yorkshi re agent repor ts meet ings as fo l lows :— 
M a r c h 30th, H u d d e r s f i e l d ; 31st, C o w l i n g ; April 4 th , 
H a w o r t h ; 5th, Burley-in W h a r f e d a l e ; n t h , H a l i f a x ; 12th, 
Milnabr idge . Messrs . W. R . Lester, C. H . Smi thson , 
and F . Skirrow have been the speakers at these meet ings. 

* * * 

M u c h anxiety is felt in the L o n d o n office as to the fa te of 
two m e m b e r s of t he League lately residing in San Francisco. 
T h e y were both f r iends of the late H e n r y George, and keen 
workers in the movement . Mr. G. H . Sanders had not long 
r e tu rned to San Franc isco after an ex tended visit to L o n d o n . 
Mr. Jo seph Legget t is more widely known for his weekly 
co lumn, headed " C o m m o n Sense ," in the San Franc isco 
Star. T h e last copv of this which reached the L o n d o n 
office conta ined very friendly references to the m o v e m e n t 
" on this side," in which Mr. Legget t always took a special 
interest . A t t empt s are being m a d e to re-open communica -
t ions with our two fr iends, in t he hope of learning that they 
have escaped the worst consequences of the terr ible 
calamity which has befallen their city. T h e r e appears to b e 
no doubt , unfor tunate ly , that the bui ld ing in which Mr. 
Legget t had his office has been destroyed. 

* * * 

Dur ing the latter par t of J a n u a r y last, circulars were sen t 
out to known Progressives in Manches te r and district, to 
the n u m b e r of abou t two hundred , inviting t hem to b e c o m e 
m e m b e r s of a p roposed Manches te r Branch of the Engl ish 
League , and to b e c o m e subscribers to Land Values. A 
small b a n d of m e m b e r s recently enrolled at Warr ington have 
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dec ided to join and work with the Manches te r Branch . 
T h e r e are at present 66 members of the Branch ( including 
16 in Warr ington) . Amongst t hem are t he Lord Mayor of 
Manches te r , four member s of Parl iament, and many coun-
cillors a n d other representat ive men. With so good a 
nucleus, a little active organising might lay the foundat ions 
of a s trong b ranch for the county of Lancaster . It is 
earnest ly hoped that local members and f r iends will now 
give all the help possible in enrolling new members in t he 
district . N a m e s and subscriptions should be forwarded to 
the L o n d o n Office, 376 Strand, W.C. 

F R E D K . V E R I N D E R , Gen. Sec., E.L.TL.V. 

T H E I N C I D E N C E O F T A X A T I O N A N D 
A G R I C U L T U R A L D I S T R E S S I N T H E 
S I X T E E N T H C E N T U R Y . 

T h e Scots Sta tu te of J ames VI. , 1597, chapter 48, pro-
vides for the imposit ion of a land-tax to the amount of 
200,000 merks to pay the expenses of certain embassies the 
K i n g was about to send . O n e half thereof was to be paid 
by the Spiritual Es ta te , one-third by the Barons and free-
holders , a n d one-sixth by the Burghs ; 40s. was to be raised 
on every pound land of old extent towards payment of the 
baron 's and f reeholders ' s h a r e ; the King's land was also to 
be taxed. T h e statute conta ins the following very interest-
ing a n d suggestive proviso :— 

" At tour the said Estates [of Pa r l i ament ] considering 
" t h e manifold abuse that has been used in all t imes 
" b y e g o n e by sundry of the lieges, against all good 
" conscience, in causing their poor farmers and labourers 
" o f their g round, being removable, who were subject in 
" payment of very dear fermes [rents], to relieve them 
" of the whole burden of the said taxation, which has 
" b e e n the occasion of the impoverishing of a great 
" n u m b e r of t he said farmers and br inging of them to 
" ut ter wreck and ruin. Where , as of reason, the said 
" t enan ts should be al together free f rom the payment 
" o f any taxation, and the same should be paid by such 
" a s had free rent, landes, and goods of their own. 
" F o r remedy whereoff, it is s ta tute and orda ined , T h a t 
" n o person whatsover exact or compell his tenants and 
" f a r m e r s removable, ' who pay h im ferme [rent] for 
" the lands occupied, to pay any part of this present 
" t axa t ion , or to sue relief of the same at their h a n d s ; 
" a n d if the same be found done by any persons, tha t 
" t h e y shall be cal led a n d convened before H i s High-
" n e s s ' Jus t ice and his deputes as violent a n d masterful 
"opp re s so r s of H i s Highness ' subjects, and punished 
" therefor according to just ice." 

" T h o m s o n ' s Scots Acts, Vol. IV. , p. 144." 
Verily a very just system of taxation. E a c h landholder 

was to pay in proport ion to the rent drawn by h im, and the 
poor farmer, be ing a mere " r e m o v a b l e , " or t enant at will, 
was to pay noth ing at all. 

E. A. 
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P A R L I A M E N T A R Y C O M M I T T E E F O R T H E 

T A X A T I O N O F L A N D V A L U E S . 

A L A N D V A L U A T I O N B I L L . 

T h e Members of the H o u s e of C o m m o n s specially inter-
ested in the taxation of land va lues—some fifty or s ixty— 
recently appo in ted a sub-commit tee to prepare a def in i t e 
s cheme of legislation. T h e sub-commit tee , consis t ing o f 
Mr. J . H . Whit ley (Chai rman) , Messrs . C. P. Trevelyan, A . 
Billson, H . Vivian, A. H . Scott, T . M ' K i n n o n W o o d , L .C.C. , 
J . D u n d a s White, LL . I ) . , F . D. Acland , E. S. Mon tagu , E . 
H . Pickersgill , and J . C. Wedgwood (Secretary), he ld seven 
weekly meetings, and on April i o t h , at a full mee t ing of t he 
Commit tee , presented a report and the d ra f t of a L a n d 
Valuation Bill. T h i s repor t and draf t Bill were cons ide red , 
and the following resolut ion was passed :— 

" T h a t the S u b c o m m i t t e e be ins t ructed to submi t 
the draf t of a Land Valua t ion Bill to t he P r i m e 
Minister , and to press for t he immedia t e prepara t ion in 
the Local G o v e r n m e n t Board of a scheme of legisla-
tion, which will make the valuat ion of land, apar t f rom 
bui ldings and improvements , an integral part of t h e 
local assessment , to be immediate ly followed by passing 
of legislation to place a large part of the present ra tes 
a n d taxes now levied upon houses, buildings, improve-
ments , and industry, u p o n tha t land valuat ion." 

T h e draf t Bill referred to in the resolut ion was as follows :— 

L A N D V A L U A T I O N B I L L . 
Be it enac ted , &c. 

1. T h e valuation authori t ies shall cause forthwith to be 
inc luded in t h e valuation lists of every par ish t h e 
land value as here inaf ter def ined of every h e r e d i t a m e n t 
in t he parish. 

2. T h e valuation lists shall con ta in co lumns for the en t ry , 
in the case of each property, of 

(а) the descr ipt ion t h e r e o f ; 

(б) the person in appa ren t occupat ion t h e r e o f ; 

(c) the approximate area t h e r e o f ; a n d 

(d) the land value thereof . 
3. ( i ) T h e " l a n d v a l u e " of a property means t he best 

pr ice which cou ld reasonably be ob ta ined for t he 
land thereof, i rrespective of any bui ld ings or o the r 
improvements thereon, assuming the land to be held 
in fee simple, and to be f ree of any tax or ra te im-
posed in respect of such land value. 

(2) T h e te rm " improvemen t s " includes houses, build-
ings, s t ructures of all kinds, machinery, plant, borings, 
fencing, plant ing, draining, reclamat ion, and any 
o ther u n e x h a u s t e d improvements . 

4. In the appl ica t ion of this Act to Scot land the te rm 
" f reehold " shall be d e e m e d to include superiority. 

5. T h i s Act may be cited as t he L a n d Valuat ion Act, 
1906. 

It will be not iced that this Bill deals only with valuat ion of 
land , and only on the basis of capi tal value. T h e capital 
value of land is to be ascer ta ined by the valuation authori ty, 
and will serve as a basis for taxat ion for local and national 
purposes. W h a t tha t taxat ion shou ld be will be discussed 
at fu tu re meet ings of t he C o m m i t t e e with a view to making 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to t he Gove rnmen t . 

It is unders tood tha t t he Local Governmen t Board will 
publ ish , as a Par l i amenta ry Paper , a t ranslat ion of the 
M e m o r a n d u m of the Pruss ian Governmen t , in which they 
urged municipali t ies to adop t taxat ion of site values. I t is 
hoped also to ar range for the publ icat ion of official reports 
on the work of L a n d Value Taxa t ion in the colonies. 
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G L A S G O W L I B E R A L C O U N C I L 

A N D T H E B I L L . 

At the Annual Meet ing ot the Glasgow Libera l Counci l , 
held 4 / 4 / 0 6 — M r . Rober t Mon tgomer i e presiding, 

Council lor J o h n M ' F a r l a n e m o v e d — " T h a t this meet ing 
of the Glasgow Liberal Counci l hereby expresses its u n a b a t e d 
conf idence in H i s Majesty 's Gove rnmen t and its approval of 
the policy indicated in the various measures they had 
brought before Par l iament for this session's work." 

Mr . T h o m a s Wright , seconded . 
Ex-Bailie Bur t said they in Glasgow had been very par-

ticularly in teres ted in the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values (Scot-
land) Bill. Unfor tuna te ly , owing to the m e t h o d of pro-
cedure in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s , the Bill, which was passed 
by an overwhelming majori ty, had not not been remi t ted to 
a Grand Commi t tee . H e would not suggest that t h e Taxa-
tion of L a n d Values Bill should be thrust u p o n the Govern-
ment ; but he though t it just possible some m e m b e r s of the 
Gove rnmen t were not just so anxious t o see it b rough t forward. 
H e knew tha t Sir H e n r y Campbe l l -Bannerman was per-
sonally strongly in favour of it. H e (Mr. Bur t ) regret ted 
that the G o v e r n m e n t had no t given the necessary facilities 
for its discussion, and he though t they were enti t led to ex-
press their opinion on the ques t ion—(app lause )—to show 
that they were in earnest a b o u t it. T h e first part of the Bill 
declaring for a separate valuat ion of land and improvements 
should at least have had t h e support of the Government . 
T h e y wanted to know what the value of land was, as a pre-
liminary stage from which to discuss the quest ion properly. 
H e moved the following addi t ion to the mot ion : — " But 
regret that they have not seen their way to afford facilities 
for the fur ther progress this session of the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values (Scot land) Bill, i n t roduced by Mr. Suther land on the 
23rd of last m o n t h . " H e d id not suggest the addi t ion to 
the mot ion in any way as a reflection upon the Gove rnmen t . 
T h e y wanted merely to indica te the anxiety they felt on the 
quest ion. 

Council lor Nicol seconded . 
Mr. M ' O w a t t said that , while be sympathised with the 

point raised by Mr. Burt, he thought the phraseology of the 
a d d e n d u m might be al tered. Ins tead of expressing regret, 
the Counci l should express the hope that facilities would be 
given for the fur ther progress of the Bill this session. 

Council lor M ' F a r l a n e — I will accept that. 
T h e Cha i rman suggested the word " trusts ." I t was, per-

haps, a little s t ronger than " hope . " T h i s was accepted, 
a n d the mot ion, with Mr. Bur t ' s a l tered addi t ion, was then 
unanimously adopted . 

BOOKS. BOOKS. BOOKS. 

A S O T H E R S S E E U S . 

B Y G U S T A V B U S C H E R . 

(Translated from the German by E. Cozens Cooke, B.Sc.) 

N E W B O O K S . 

" T h e N e w H o u s e o f C o m m o n s , " 
" Pall M a l l " Extra , with Por t ra i ts a n d Biographical 
Notices. K/. Pe r Pos t , 1 / 3 . 

T h e R a t i n g : o f L a n d V a l u e s : 
Notes u p o n the Proposa ls to Levy Ra te s in respect of 
Site Values. By A R T H U R W I L S O N F o x . 

3 / 6 . Pos t free, 3 / 9 . 

JOHN SMITH & SON, 
19 R E N F I E L D S T R E E T , and 

225 INGRAM S T R E E T , . . . 
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According to recently publ i shed statistics, the area of the 
enclosed land in the Scottish H i g h l a n d s has increased in 
the last twenty years by 1,210,000 acres. I n other words, 
some 10,000 men have been obliged to leave their homes 
to make room for deer and o ther game. 

T h e r e was a t ime when the land in E n g l a n d was practi-
cally owned by the people. T h e n Eng land had no s tanding 
army and n o army of the employed, no army of police and 
no army of marauders , no custom-houses and no prison 
houses. 

I n t h e D a y s of " M e r r i e E n g l a n d . " 

T h e d readed workhouses, which to-day are the last refuge 
of the Engl ish working-man after a life of stress and toil, 
were then unknown. At tha t t ime English labour did not 
have to support a swollen navy which to-day costs it 1,000 
mill ion francs a year ; it had no National Debt , amoun t ing 
to almost 20,000 million francs, for which to find the interest . 
All wars were conduc ted at the expense of the landlords ; all 
publ ic expendi ture was defrayed out of ground-rents . T h e 
daily wage of the labourer, which at t h e present t ime in 
wealthy E n g l a n d amoun t s to 3-4 francs, was then equivalent 
in purchasing power to 14 francs of m o d e r n m o n e y — a n d 
the normal length of the working-day was eight hours . 
Dur ing this period the country was known as " Merr ie 
Eng land . " T h i s is no story from a book of fables, bu t 
solid fact conf i rmed by a thousand evidences which the in-
vestigations of an impartial scholar, Tho ro ld Rogers by 
name, have brought to light. 

T h e happy days of " Merrie England " are indeed long 
since passed away. According to the letter of the Engl ish-
Const i tut ion, the land is still the property of the Crown, the 
repository of the people 's rights. But this is only t rue on 
paper. I n reality, more t han nine-tenths of the Engl ish 
people have no more valid title to the soil of their fa ther land 
than they have to tha t of the moon or the planet of Mars . 
T h e common lands, which 200 years ago comprised more 
than 10 million acres, have been gradually appropr ia ted by 
the aristocratic swindlers, unti l scarcely any of them remain . 
A n d the taxes, which formerly the nobles had to pay out of 
their lands, have been exchanged for general dut ies on wine 
a n d beer , tea and tobacco, so that the Engl ish people may 
be saved f rom extravagant indulgence, and taught the desir 
able virtue of t emperance 1 To-day more than half the 
land of Eng land is in the possession of 2 ,250 families ; the 
rest is shared amongst 250,000 families. 

T h e Case f o r London. 
I n the district where I write, some twelve miles south-

west from London , one sees, as soon as one has left t h e 
town, miles upon miles of scarcely anything but meadows, 
gardens, parks, and unproduct ive woodland, of ten enclosed 
with wire railing, with wooden fences covered with ba rbed 
nails, or with walls stuck with splintered glass. T h e frui t ful 
soil in the vicinity of the greatest city of the world lies 
practically uncult ivated, whilst agricultural p roduce is 
brought in ships across the sea. And in this city of six 
million inhabitants , a duly-installed commission racks its 
clever brains to find the solution of the unemployed 
problem 1 

A few h u n d r e d years since, a silly, frivolous woman, 
whom stupid chance had m a d e Queen of England, pre-
sented to one of h e r favourites a piece of land outside the 
gates of London . T h e metropol is in the meanwhile has 
grown somewhat, and on what was once a farm site has 
sprung up one the richest quarters of the great city. T h e 
ground rent of this piece of land—tha t is, the price of the 
permission to live and work upon i t—now amounts to tens 
of millon francs per annum. T h e land, or rather the right 
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to exploit the labour of their fellow-citizens u p o n this site, 
still be longs to the descendants of the court ier to whom it 
was originally gran ted in re turn for a kiss of allegiance. 

T h e greater por t ion of the soil of L o n d o n is in t he 
possession of a few old titled families. But these people do 
not concern themselves with bui lding houses. T h e y leave 
this work to the proletar ian crowd of inferior h u m a n beings. 
T h e y only lease the building sites to a contrac tor for a 
term of years, with t he obligation to erect sui table buildings 
thereon. T h e contrac tor pays a fixed annua l rent for t he 
site, and seeks to draw as much profit as possible f rom the 
bu i l d ings ; for when the lease is run out bo th the site and 
the buildings which are erected on it revert, without com-
pensat ion, to the g round landlord, and the householder 
must coun t himself for tunate if the rent is not screwed u p 
so high that he is forced to quit. How things fare with 
the t enan t s unde r this system one can easily imagine. Also 
one can see that things often go badly with the midd l eman . 
But whatever may befal builder and tenant , t he g round 
landlord in any event derives a gain. H e has no risk, no 
responsibility, no l a b o u r — h e has absolutely noth ing to do 
save to write receipts for his g round rents. A n d if he finds 
this business too i rksome, he deputes an agent to re l ie re 
him, who has to see tha t the tenants punctual ly pay their 
t r ibute. I n order that t he noble idler may draw his rents , 
l i t t le ch i ldren must sell bunches of flowers and papers in 
the m u d d y streets, consumpt ive girls must glue pas teboard 
boxes for fourteen hours a day, widows and o rphans mus t 
deny themselves bread, grey-haired men mus t go to the work-
house, a n d the d i sab led beg. 

T h i s is no tearful exaggeration. I t is bare fact corrobor-
a ted in t he streets of L o n d o n at every turn . 

S t a r v a t i o n . 
Recent ly , as I was walking through the streets of this 

d read fu l city one hot, dusty day in August , I saw s tanding 
on one of the busy br idges a sorrowful woman offering for 
sale wax ma tches in a small basket . She held a miserable 
looking child in her arms, perhaps because there was no one 
in whose charge to leave it, pe rhaps because she hoped 
thereby to elicit the sympathy of passers-by. But nobody 
grieved for her. I s tepped forward and for a penny bough t 
f rom her a box of wax matches . A grateful, happy smile 
stole over her face. I wanted to ask her how much she 
earned, but feared that I should scarcely unde r s t and her 
amid the uproar of t he streets. My companion had in t he 
m e a n t i m e walked on, and I was obliged to follow him. 
Such figures one mee ts in L o n d o n at every street corner 

I t happens from t ime to t ime that a free-born Engl i shman, 
and still more f requent ly an Eng l i shwoman—since woman 
is the weaker sex a n d , therefore, in our Christ ian society, 
can be exploited more regardlessly—literally hungers. T h e 
papers generally notice such an interest ing event for the 
edif icat ion of their readers, but in most cases the affair 
passes without m u c h heed . 

Dea th f rom starvation ? W h a t frightful words ! I s it 
really possible that in our Christ ian civilisation, in which the 
highest learning and elegance are uni ted, in which clever 
men s tudy with such painstaking care the e lementary organs 
of insects, in which sympathat ic persons found societies for 
the rescue of strayed dogs and cats, is it possible that in 
this age men die of hunger ? Yes, it is not only possible— 
it actually happens . 

I t is a fact which every pol iceman can conf i rm for us, tha t 
in the streets of L o n d o n , in t he streets of the city which 
boasts itself to be the richest in the world, in the midst of 
a b u n d a n c e of bread a n d meat , of sweetmeats a n d danties , 
of scarf-pins a n d picture cards, men ' s s t rength fails them 
because of h u n g e r — a n d somet imes they even die of 
hunger . 

Before me lies a little book enti t led " P ic tures of Pover ty ." 
I t conta ins twenty-four short narratives selected from ten 
thousand similar c a s e s ; twenty-four stories, vouched for by 
reliable eye-witnesses, of chi ldren who search for crusts in 

t he gut ters in order to appease their hunge r ; of women who 
in mid winter have pawned their ^clothes and cover their 
nakedness with strips of old c a r p e t ; of a fa ther who in t he 
flower of his age has sought dea th by drowning, because he 
could find no w o r k — n o work in the count ry whose fruitful 
fields are conver ted into private parks and game preserves; 
in the country where the lack of dwellings is so great that 
hundreds of thousands of families are he rded in hovels 
where body and soul mus t bo th cor rupt . 

E C O N O M I C S A S S H E I S T A U G H T A T 

C A M B R I D G E . 

I t has been said tha t the greatest humoris ts are the un-
conscious ones, and I bel ieve this is true. When you can ' t 
get a copy near hand of " H u c k l e b e r r y Fin ," or when you 
have read and read " Pickwick Papers " until they begin to 
lose their prist ine freshness, you might try for a change 
" Economics of Indus t ry , " by Professor Alfred Marshal l . 
In the midst of that rubbish heap of German ja rgon and 
semi-mathematical argot which passes unde r the n a m e of 
" T h e Science of Economics , " there is a fund of c o m e d y 
worthy of a Molierfe or a Rabbe laes . If anyone has any 
doubt , for instance, of the na ture of " Wealth," it is some-
th ing—indeed about all you can find in this so-called 
sc ience—to be assured that, " T h e affection of fr iends, for 
instance, is a very impor tan t e lement of well-being, bu t is 
not ever reckoned as wealth except by poetic l icense." I 
don ' t suppose that anyone ever expected to d ine on such 
affections or to exchange them for theat re tickets, twist 
tobacco, or s o m e such luxu ry ; bu t still it gives cons iderable 
satisfaction when you know that a fact like this is declared 
by a great university don , publ ished from halls of learning. 
We chi ldren of Lazarus must take this and smack our lips as 
a scrap f rom the great university feast f rom the table of 
Dives himself. 

Again, we are told, " a man 's personal goods fall in to two 
c lasses—under the first come the benefi ts he der ives f rom 
other persons, such as labour dues and personal services of 
all kinds, property in slaves, the organisat ion of his business, 
and his business connect ion generally. T h e second class 
consists of his own quali t ies and faculties for act ion and for 
en joymen t . " 

You might perhaps ask what a man is apar t f rom his own 
qualit ies and his faculties for act ion and en joymen t ; bu t 
such vulgar quest ions betray a plebian, not to speak of a 
Publ ic Board School origin. It suggests that you may have 
m a d e the acqua in tance of a low playwright fellow like 
Shakespeare (if he wrote them plays), or a rhyming c o m m o n 
p loughman like him who went by the n a m e of Burns (ques-
t ion—were nbt Burns ' poems writ ten by Lord Dare or L o r d 
Nozoo or Lord O n l y n o s e ? ) the ques t ion might even have 
been suggested by that t inkler fellow who wrote t he " Pil-
grim's P r o g r e s s " if he h a p p e n e d t o c o m e across " T h e 
Economics of Indus t ry . " T h e first thing one has got to d o 
when s tudying " economics " is to get rid of such tawdry 
c o m m o n sense and r emember tha t a greater t han Shake -
speare (George Bernard Shaw, to wit) has said " C o m m o n 
sense is c o m m o n ignorance." Now the bril l iant idea tha t 
property in slaves was or is an i tem in the list of a man 's 
personal goods, is one tha t would only suggest itself to a 
college professor and a professor of economics at that . 

T o an ordinary n ine teen th cen tury or twent ie th century 
m a n who works, bu t has not p lunged into fa thomless 
economic dep ths , Emer son ' s s imple words might answer— 

" Pay ransom to the owner, and fill 
The bag to the brim ; 

Who is the owner ? The slave is 
And ever was. Pay him ! 

But this might do for Amer ican Universi ty teaching of a 
century ago, which was essentially superficial, otherwise had 
not lost its grip of c o m m o n s e n s e a n d reality. To-day 
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A m e r i c a n economis t s have p lunged into Austr ian dep ths 
a n d have no t yet arr ived at t he surface. 

T h e sum total tha t the teaching of C a m b r i d g e has arr ived 
at is tha t goods are th ings saleable. L a n d , slaves, services, 
honour , what you please. O n e would th ink tha t " g o o d s " 
would requi re to be " good ," but they need not be, for t h e 
economis t takes no account of teleological es t imates . T h e 
poisonous and semi-poisonous mater ials with which our 
foods and dr inks are adu l t e ra ted are " g o o d s " no t " b a d s " 
as our c o m m o n sense es t imat ing teleologically would suggest . 
I n an in t roductory passage Professor Marsha l l says — 
" Slavery was regarded by Aristot le as an o rd inance of 
na ture ," a n d so probably was it by the slaves themselves in 
ancient t imes. 

Now the Professor has got clearer ideas, he reckons i* 
with land as personal goods. 

Of the two classes of personal goods, " t h e benef i t s 
he derives f rom o ther persons, and his own qual i t ies and 
facult ies for act ion a n d e n j o y m e n t , , " t he former, con t inues 
the Professor , together with all mater ial goods may be 
descr ibed as external a n d the lat ter as in terna l goods. 
T h e s e a re t ransferab le a n d non- t ransferable . 

If one were asked what a person 's in ternal goods were, 
one might reply that it d e p e n d e d on when and what the person 
h a d for breakfast , d inner , or supper , toge ther with all his 
inner physiological economy. But this would be entirely 
wrong. A man ' s in ternal goods are " his quali t ies and 
faculties for act ion and e n j o y m e n t . " T h e r e is no excuse for 
no t knowing after a plain s t a t ement like that . 

Fur the r on we learn tha t some goods are free, n a m e l y — 
" t h o s e which are not appropr ia ted a n d are afforded by 
na ture wi thout t he effort of m a n . " T h e writer, in o rder to 
m a k e the th ing clear to t he simplest apprehens ion might 
have a d d e d tha t goods which have been appropr i a t ed are 
not free. 

Th ings which burglars, landlords , f r audu len t company 
promoters appropr ia te are not free. 

Accord ing to Professor T h o r o l d Roger s , be tween the 
reign of Q u e e n A n n e and 1845 some 9 ,000,000 acres of 
c o m m o n land were enclosed. T h a t " g o o d " is not f ree now. 

T h e goods which an A n d r e w Carneg ie or a Rockfe l le r 
have amassed as the result of tariff laws, railway a n d land 
concess ions being appropr ia ted are no t free. 

In fact to the workman t h e only f r eedom he has is f r eedom 
to work for some one if he can find him. 

So much for " T h e E c o n o m i c s of I n d u s t r y " at present . W e 
are enter ing the holiday season. T a k e it with you on your 
ho l idays—you don ' t need Tit-Bits or Comic Cuts—read 
without academic bias, and you are b o u n d to enjoy yourself. 

W I L L I A M C A S S E L S . 

T H E " T A X A N D B U Y " P L A N . 

A more ambi t ious pro jec t advoca ted by the Nat iona l 
H o u s i n g R e f o r m Associat ion and others is that land should 
be taxed on its capital value, as assigned by the owner, and 
tha t the local authori ty shou ld have power to purchase any 
land at t he pr ice thus de te rmined . 

Th i s s c h e m e appears at first sight to b e a very fair one. 
T h e owner who def rauds t h e communi ty by under-valuing 
his l and would be liable to b e pun i shed by the obligat ion to 
sell, whilst any owner unwill ing to sell can preserve his pro-
perty by assigning to it a high valuation a n d paying the tax 
thereon . 

T h e proposal is, however , one which will not s tand hosti le 
criticism. 

T h e most serious ob jec t ion is tha t it d e p e n d s on the 
assumpt ion tha t public author i t ies would be able and willing 
to buy any a m o u n t of l and which was to be ob ta ined at a 
pr ice below its real value. If a public author i ty were like a 

horse dealer , always willing to buy a cheap article with a 
view to making a profit on the sale, the legal f r eedom to 
pu rchase at the assigned price would, no doubt , main ta in 
t he assigned price at or above the actual value. I n fact, 
an average local authori ty at present only buys land, per-
haps once in 10 years, and then only requires a small per-
cen tage of t he a rea unde r its control . In no c i rcumstances 
likely to occur in t he near fu tu re will many local authori t ies 
be able a n d willing to purchase as m u c h as 10 per cent , of 
their areas. At present , therefore, and for a long t ime to 
come, the risk to an owner of being bough t out at the valua-
t ion would be very small, a n d the tempta t ion to unde rva lue 
would be very great. If land were habitually under-valued, 
it would rapidly b e c o m e as impossible for the local au thor i ty 
to buy at the valuat ion as it is for t he King to veto a bill 
passed by the H o u s e s of Par l iament . Finally, if the prac-
t ice of purchase at the valuat ion were main ta ined in occa-
sional use, the tempta t ion to large landowners to gain 
control over t he local authori ty by il legitimate means would 
be excessive : and many large owners would, in fact, b e able 
to secure such control as to protec t their own property f rom 
the legalised confiscat ion, whilst the small owner (especially 
if unpopular , as, for example, an aggressive Socialist) would 
be compel led to pay tax on his land to its ext reme value, if 
he desired to be sure of retaining it. 

A proposal which thus directly encouraged the worst form 
of munic ipa l cor rupt ion canno t be r e c o m m e n d e d by those 
who desire to ex tend the sphere of munic ipa l activity. 

I n New Zealand a law of this character was at one t ime 
in existence, bu t it was r e p e a l e d ; and the purchase clauses 
were never put in to operat ion. 

I t is not true, as somet imes alleged, tha t the New Zea land 
G o v e r n m e n t has acqui red l and by this me thod . T h e Chevio t 
Es t a t e was purchased by the Cent ra l G o v e r n m e n t u n d e r t he 
L a n d Taxa t ion Acts, because taxes were d e m a n d e d on a 
higher valuat ion than the owner thought fair, and the 
G o v e r n m e n t prefer red taking over the es ta te at the owner ' s 
pr ice (as provided by the Acts), to reduc ing their assessment 
of i t . — F r o m a special repor t on " S c o p e of H o u s i n g 
R e f o r m , " prepared by a C o m m i t t e e of the Fab ian Society. 

"THE MENACE OF PRIVILEGE." 

" T h e M e n a c e of P r i v i l e g e , " b y H e n r y G e o r g e , j u n . , 
is d e s e r v i n g of a l l t h e g o o d t h i n g s s a i d of i t b y t h e 
r e v i e w e r s a s a n u p - t o - d a t e d i a g n o s i s o f a s e r i o u s s o c i a l 
a n d p o l i t i c a l a i l m e n t , a n d n o s t u d e n t of e v e n t s c a n 
a f f o r d t o n e g l e c t t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e f r e s h h i s m i n d 
f r o m t h i s s t o r e h o u s e of f a c t s . I t s r e a d i n g r e i n f o r c e s 
o n e ' s r e a l i s a t i o n of t h e w h i r l w i n d p a c e a t w h i c h 
A m e r i c a n c i v i l i s a t i o n h a s m o v e d d u r i n g t h e l a s t h a l f 
c e n t u r y , in t h e d i r e c t i o n o f c o m m e r c i a l a n d i n d u s t r i a l 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n a n d c o m b i n a t i o n . 

T h e b o o k o f f e r s p r o f i t a b l e r e a d i n g b o t h t o h i m w h o 
t h i n k s t h a t a m e l i o r a t i o n a n d e q u a l i s a t i o n l ie o n l y in 
t h e o w n e r s h i p of m o n o p o l i e s ; a n d t o h i m w h o h o p e s 
fo r e q u a l re l i e f f r o m t h e t a x a t i o n of m o n o p o l i e s ; a n d 
i t is n o t n e c e s s a r y fo r e i t h e r t o a g r e e w i t h M r . G e o r g e 
a s t o t h e e x a c t p o i n t in t h e t a x a t i o n of n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s a t w h i c h an e q u i l i b r i u m wi l l b e f o u n d 
b e t w e e n p u b l i c r i g h t a n d p r i v a t e w r o n g , in o r d e r t o 
r e a p t h e b e n e f i t o f h i s p a t i e n t w o r k . 

T h e a c c o m p l i s h e d a n d m o d e s t a u t h o r of " T h e 
M e n a c e of P r i v i l e g e " d o e s n o t p r o v o k e b y a s s u m p -
t i o n , n o r i n v i t e b y p h i l o s o p h i c a l f o r a y s c o m p a r i s o n 
w i t h t h e f a t h e r w h o h a s m a d e t h e s o n ' s n a m e w o r l d 
w i d e a n d r e s p e c t e d , b u t a d m i r e r s of t h e f a t h e r wi l l 
r e j o i c e t o find h i s m a n t l e r e s t i n g u p o n t h e s h o u l d e r s 
of a w o r t h y s o n . C. B. F ILLEBROWN. 
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K i n d s of BRUSHES. 

Ladies Department for Bargains. 
>'•;*>'.<-' 

Ladies' Flannelet te Chemise and Knickers, 
9 id . to 4/11. 

Children's do. do., all sizes. 
Men's Shirts, 1 l^d. to 6/6. Best Value in the City. 
Boys', Youths', and Men's Suits. Newest Styles. 
Children's, Ladies', and Gent. 's Boots in large 

varieties. 

Corporation Telephone, Y810. Established 1890. 

ISDALE & M ' C A L L U M ' S 

Prize Medal 5 0 A PS 

REGISTERED. 
P . r i z e M e d a i S o a p s 

"She can wash and scour. '—Two Gentlemen of Verona. 

" Wrapped in Sweet clothes."—The Taming of the Shrett, 

I S D A L E & M'CALLUM'S 
SOAPS 

Have been famed for upwards of a QUARTER o r A CENTURY 
for their EXCELLENCE and PURITY. T h e continuous 

growth in the volume of their trade during that period Is a 

convincing proof of their 

SUPERIOR Q U A L I T Y . 

To bo had •from 
LAND V A L U E S PUBLICATION DEPARTMENTS, 

13 Dundas Stree t , G l a s g o w ; 

3 7 6 - 7 7 Strand, London, W.C.; 2 Darley S t r e e t , Bradford, 

At the following Special Prices, including Postage:— 

" P r o g r e s s a n d P o v e r t y , " by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1 / 6 ; Paper, 1/. 

" Social Problems," by Henry George. Red Cloth, 1/6; 
Paper, 1 / . 

" Protection or Free Trade," by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1 / 6 ; Paper, 9 d . 

" T h e Condition of Labour," by Henry George. R e d 
Cloth, 1 / - j Paper, 6 d . 

" A Perplexed Philosopher," by Henry George. Red 
Cloth, 1 / 6 ; Paper, 1 / . 

T h e five above W o r k s in Red Cloth, 5 / 6 , Post Free. 
A n admirable gift for Club Libraries. 

" T h e Science of Political Economy," by Henry 
George. Library Edition, 6 / . 

"The Land Question," by Henry George. Paper 
Covers, 4 d . 

"The Peer and the Prophet ," Controversy between the 
Duke of Argyll and Henry George. Paper, 7 d . 

"Life of Henry George," by his Son. Library 
Edition, 6 / . 

"S ix Centuries of Work and Wages," History of 
English Labour, by J. E. Thorold Rogers, Library 
[10 /6] Edition, 5 / . 

"Toward the Light," Elementary Studies in Ethics and 
Economics, by Lewis H. Berens, 2 / 6 . 

"The Story of my Dictatorship," a Vade Mecum on 
the Land Question, Original Edition, 2 / 4 . 

" T h e Land and the Community," by the Rev. S. W. 
Thackeray, M.A., 3 / 9 . 

"Fields, Factories, and Workshops," by P. Kropotkin, 
New Editions, Paper, 9 d ; Cloth, 1 / 3 . 

"Japanese Notions of European Political Econ-
o m y , " Post Free, 6 d . 

" T h e S i n g l e T a x , " Outlines of Lectures, with Coloured 
Charts, by Louis Post, 1/. 

" E a r t h for all Calendar," by Ernest Crosby, Paper, 1/-; 
Cloth, 2 / . 

The above Prices include Postage. 

Pamphlets on the Land Question and the Taxation 
of Land Values, by Henry George and others, 1 d ; 
Post Free, 8 d . per Dozen. 

Special Terms for Quantities of not less than 100. 

Sample Parcel containing 24 Assorted Pamphlets and 
Leaflets for 2/. 

Leaflets for distribution at Meetings, 1/ per 100. 

Help the Movement by circulating the Literature. 

Published for the Proprietors BY JOHN PAUL, 13 Dundas Street Glasfroti 
Publishing Offices, 13 Dundas Street, Glasgow ; 376-7 Strand' London 
W.c . ; 2 Darley Street, Bradford ; and Printed by JOHN CAI.DKR 4 Co 124 
Renfield Street, Gla*;«w.—May, DOS. ' 




