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Land Company, The, Advertisement quoted, 55. 
Land, Dear, and Small Holdings, 34. 
Land, Demand for, in Cheshire, 3 ; Australia, 16, 64 ; Lincoln, 24 
Land Duties, Mr. G. C. H. Kenderdine's Letter, 225. 
Land Holding up, 68. 
Land Hysteria, the SCOTSMAN on, 207. 
Land Law, The New, 66. 
Land Laws in Corfu, Ancient, 186. 
Land Policy, Mr. Balfour's, 149 ; What is the Liberal ? 246 
Land, Price of, at Brockenhurst, 2 ; in Denbighshire, 9 ; in Liverpool, 

11 ; near Salisbury, 36 ; in the Highlands, 52 ; for Railway. 
53; at Rosyth, 53; Breconshire, 76; in Cheshire, 76 118 • 
at Leeds, 85 ; in Wales, Yorkshire, Hampshire, 118 • MAN-
C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N on, 119; in Elstree, 119; in Stirlingshire 
133; at Dunmow, 144; in Glasgow, Lincolnshire, 145; in 
Glamorgan. 146 ; Yorkshire, 206 ; Friern Barnet, 206 ; Glasgow 
218, 288 ; at Kilburn, 269. 

Land Purchase, By a Tory Democrat, 79 ; Failure of, 86 ; Statistics 
of Irish, 288. 

Land Question. Appreciation of, The, 67 ; Mr. Balfour at Edinburgh 
on, 119 ; and Consumption, 139 ; and the Population Question, 
2 1 8 

Land Sales, in Cheshire, 3, 97 ; Essex, 32 ; Surrey, 55 ; Felixstowe 
91; Lincolnshire, 97, 145; Leicestershire, 97* 

Land System in Argentine, 18; A Sane and Fair, Wanted, 139 -
Mardie, Dunkirk, 218. 

Land Tax Party of America on Budget, 85; Assessment Bill 
(Australia), 107. 

Land Tenure, on Gold Coast, 86 ; in Scotland, Master of Elibank on, 
268; and Town Planning. 127. 

Land, The, Mr. C. Turnor on. in M O R N I N G P O S T , 47 
Land Titles, A Dialogue. 7, 
Land Union, Inaugural Meeting of, 3 ; in Scotland, 23 • " Guide " 

and Umted Committee's " Reply," 89 ; J. B. (Glasgow) and. 95 • 
Mr. Pretyman Concedes Justice of Taxation of Land Values for 
Local Purposes, 138 ; Chairman of Council of, on Form IV 194 

Land, Vacant, Cultivation of. 52. ' 
Land Valuation Ownership v. Tenancy under, 70 ; The, its Promise 

H4 ; Ihe Triumph of, 92; How Working Round Manchester. 
Land Valuers' Methods, 147. 
Land Values, in New York, 1, 205 ; Commons Debates on 10 • Mr 

I . E. Smith on 10 ; in Aldgate. 32 : in Llandrindod Wells. 40 '• 
in Southern Alberta, 43 ; in Prussia, 46 ; Too High 53- in West' 
End, 54 ; in Melbourne, 63 ; in Stepney, 76, 113: in Antwerp, 
82 ; in Ellesmere Port Grimsby, Keighley. and Wakefield, 97 • 
m Berlin. 113 ; Rise of, in East London. 122 : in Tilbury and 
.Kingsway, 145; Landowner on. 146; in London, 146,'150 ; 
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in Warrington, 176; in Parliament, 215, 283; Conservatives 
and Rating of, 232 ; and Building Societies, 244 ; near Rosyth, 
251 • in the Argentine, 271 ; and Cornwall Farmers Union. 
271 ; in Vancouver, The Rating of, 272 ; in Bargoed, 288 ; 
in Australia, 290. 

Land Values Group in Parliament, 58, 82. 
Land Values Parliamentary Committee. 226, 257. 
Land Values Publication Department, 167, 228. 
I and Values Taxation, in Canada, 17 ; Grain Growers Support, 86 ; 

and Building Societies, 164; Mr. McKenna on, 111 ; Justice 
of for Local Purposes Conceded, 138 ; Advocated by Mr. Watson 
Rutherford, M.P., 169. 

Land Waste, 75. 
Land Withholding, A Proved Remedy for, 25 ; by the C.P. Railway, 

86, 118. , ^ 
Landlord's Libel Suit, 241. 264 ; Puzzle, An Irish. 2/. 
Landowners, 18; Irish Convention, 94 ; Scottish Statement on 

Form IV., 102 ; and the United Committee, 117 ; and Wages, 
Lansbury, Mr. G., M.P., on Unemployed Teachers, 112 ; on Poplar's 

Rates, 118 ; on Rise of Land Values in East London, 122. 
Lansdowne, Lord, on Ownership, quoted, 70. 
Law Land Co.'s Good Year, 231. 
Lawson, Hon. H., M.P., on Blackmail, 196. 
Leading Articles, King Edward's Great Work, 4 ; A Practical 1 olicy. 

26 ; An Idle Time in Politics, 48 : Ownership v. Tenancy under 
Valuation, 70; The Triumph of Land Valuation, 92; The 
Valuation and its Promise, 114; Change and Continuity of 
Policy, 140 ; The Election and After, 166 ; The Failure of the 
En"lish Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 192 ; The Unem-
ployed Question, 220 ; What is the Liberal Land Policy ? 246 ; 
The Rating of Land Values in Vancouver, 272. 

Leaflets, No. 26, 22 ; No. 43, 66. 
Leagues, see English ; Gladstone ; Liberal, &c. 
Lecky, W. E. H., on Plutocracy, 28. 
Leeds, Cost of Land in, 85, see Monthly Notes. 
Leinster, Duke of, Enriched by £80,000. 95. 
Lester. Mr. W. R„ in Mid-Norfolk, 15; on Valuation at Work, /I. 
Lewis, Howard de Walden v., Libel Case, 241, 264. 
Lewis, Island of, for Sale, 145. 
Liberal Federation, Women's, 15. 
Liberal League, The, Dissolution of, 38. 
Lichfield, Public-spirited Landowners at, 206. 
Lincoln, Sale of Land at, 24. 
Lindsey (Lincolnshire) County Council and Small Holdings, ,)/. 
Literature Distribution, 58. 
Liverpool, Sale of, 119 ; Building Society and Budget, 183 ; -Estate 

Agent's Appeal to Property Owners, 183. See Monthly Notes. 
Local Taxation. Mr. Lloyd George on, 35 ; A New Proposal for, 126 ; 

Reform, 269. 
Lodge, Sir Oliver, on Wealth, 199. 
London, City's Irish Estates, 8 ; Land Values in New Bond Street, 

54 • Tariff Reform for, 138 ; Opera House, Ground Rent, 14o ; 
Price of Theatre Site, 146 ; Slums, 89 ; Cost of Station Sites in, 
Increase of Rents in, Surveyor's President on Land Values in, 
150 ; Property and Investment Trust. 200 ; Fall of Rents in, 232. 

Long, Mr. W. H., M.P., at Central Land Association, 56 ; Letter to 
"his Tenants, 93 ; on Conservatives and Housing, 243. 

Lord Advocate, The, Presentation to, 60. 
Lloyd George, Mr. (Chancellor of the Exchequer), on Local Taxation, 

35 • Reply to Deputation, 46 ; on Dreary Villages, 57 ; on 
Form IV., 100 ; on The Social Problem, 123 ; on a Sane and 
Fair Land System. 139 ; on Humanity of Liberalism, 149 ; at 
Mile End, 154; His Campaign, 163; quoted, 166; Speaks to 
Building Societies ; Co-operators and ; Trades Unions on t i e 
Budget and Working-class Investors, 170 ; Photograph of, 170 ; 
Confers with Builders, 173 ; a t Ipswich, 181, 206 ; at Deganwy, 
182 • at Edinburgh, 186; on Readjustment of Local and 
Imperial Finance, quoted, 205 ; an American Appreciation of, 
218 

Lumley, Mr. Adrian, on the Land Valuation Forms, at Huddersfield, 
98.' 

Macdonald, Dr. J. A., at Canadian Club, 16. 
MacDonnell, Sir A., on Peasant Proprietary, 153 
Mackendrick, Mr. A., on Scottish Feuing System, 6. 
Mackinder, Mr. H. J. , M.P., at Liberal Union Club, 51. 
MacNaughton, Mr. P., on Need for Cheap Land, 117. 
Manchester, Conference at. 103, Report of, 128 ; Valuation, how-

working round, 204 : Undeveloped Land Tax, effect of, at, 231. 
See also Monthly Notes ; Resolutions ; and Speeches. 

M A N C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N , The. on present position in Pretoria, 1 1 ; 
Price of Land, 119 ; Mr. J . Bury interviewed by, 204 ; on Local 
Rating, 287. . , , 

Manifesto, bv Scottish League, 151; Trades Union Congress, quoted, 
175. 

Mansions, Unequal Rating of, 2. 
Manvers, Lord, forced to sell by Budget, 76 ; Lincolnshire Estates. 

145 ; on Land Values, 146. 
Market Gardens and the Budget, 33. 

Market Monopoly, Duke of Bedford's, 118. 
Marlborough. Duke of, and Emigration, 45. 
Marx, Karl, quoted, 197. 
Mavland Small Holdings, Interview with Mr. J . I els, 142. 
Mazzini quoted, 276. 
McKenna, Mr. R,. M.P.. at Pontypool on Taxation of Land Values, 

1 1 1 . 
Medway Coal Exploration Co., 200. 
Memorial on Land and Taxation Reform, The, 80. 
Memorialists, List of. 283. 
Middleton. Lord, on Irish Land Purchase, 94. 
Miller, Mr. J . I)., M.P., on the Question, 241. 
Milne, Mrs., Death of, 18. 
Milner, Lord, and London, 175 ; and the " voice, 176. 
Minerals, Undeveloped Value of, 55. 
Mining Royalties (Poetry). 20 ; Mr. J . D. Hope, M.P., on. 286; 

for Baron Sheffield, 288; Rent and, 289. 
Money, Mr. L. G. C., M.P., quoted, 197. 
Monopoly Gulch, 29. 
Monopoly, The Water, 54. 
Monro-Ferguson, Mr., M.P., misleading statement by, 246. 
Monson, Lord, and Redhill, 53. 
Monthly Notes and News of the Movement, Aylesbury, 200; Belfast, 

257 • Biggleswade, 257 ; Blackburn, Mr. Ure at, 257 ; Bolton, 38. 
104 : Dumfriesshire, 15; Edinburgh. 159. 203 ; English League, 
15 41 61 84, 85. 106, 133, 160, 178, 201. 228,261. 284 ; members 
of,' in New Parliament, 178 ; Halifax. 132 ; Highlands, 155, 203 : 
Huddersfield, 104; Inverness, Conference at, 155; Islington. 
S., 158 ; Leeds, 157 ; Leigh (Lanes), 38 ; Liberal Open-air 
Speakers' League (Land Value Lectures), 158 ; Lincolnshire, 
Mr. Outhwaite at, 257 : Liverpool, 83, 158, 177. 200, 258, 283 ; 
Manchester, 14. 38. 58, 83. 104, 131, 156; Annual Report, 156, 
176, 200, 226, 258, 283; Midland League, 58, 83. 131, 1 1' 
201 226 258 283; Mid-Norfolk, 15, 38 ; Newcastle-on-lyne, 
58 ;' Northern League, 83. 96, 103, 131, 157, 177, 201, 227, 258 : 
Portsmouth, 15, 38, 131, 259 ; Ramsgate, Mr. Neilson at, 284 ; 
Stoke-on Trent, 227 : Wales, 58, 83, 177, 259; Prof. Stanley 
Jevons in discussion, 227 ; Westmorland, N.. 38; Wolverhampton, 
201 ; Yorkshire. 58, 132. 157, 176, 201; United Committee at, 
226, 227, 257 ; Sheffield Conference, 284. 

Montrose, Duke of, and Capt. Pretyman, 133; and Glasgow, 133. 
Morel, Mr. E. D., letter to Lord Crewe on Concessions, 86. 
M O R N I N G L E A D E R , The, quoted, 14. 
M O R N I N G P O S T , The, on Australian Land Taxes, 87 ; Change 111 

Spirit. 112; on Unionist Party, Health of, also Despair of, 
137 ; on effect of Small Holdings Act, 192. 

Morrell, Mr. P., M.P., quoted, 247. 
Mbtt, Mr. J. R., LL. D., on Land in Belgian Congo, 2ol. 
Municipal Corporations, Association of, 126, 242. 
Murray, Mr. John, on Henry George, 46. 

National Freehold Land Society and Budget, 244. 
National Liberal Club, Mr. E. Hatzfeld at. 128: Mr. Asquith at, 

147. 
" Natural Causes," 47. 
New Forest, Land Values in, 2. 
New South Wales, see Australia. 
New York, Land Values in, 1 ; To-day and 300 years ago, 20o. 
New Zealand. Remedy for Land Withholding, 25; News of Mr Withy 

87 161 238 294 • Sir J . Ward and Crown Lands, 108 ; Land 
Values League, 184 ; and Employment, 184 ; News from, 209 ; 
increasing Land Values in Auckland, 238 ; Breaking down Land 
Monopoly, 238 ; Notice to Tenants in Sydney, N.Z. 1 IMES, 
238 

Newcastle-on Tyne, Toll abolished, 73. See also Monthly Notes. 
Norfolk, overcrowding in, 189. 
North Eastern Railway Co.. 112. 
North Nigerian Railway, see Crown Lands, 56. 
North Saskatchewan Co.. Ltd., Prospectus quoted, 270. 
Northbrook, Lord, on a Budget defeat, 2. 
Northern League, The, see Monthly Notes. 
Northern Nigeria, Land Charter for, 295. 
Northrop, W. B.. Poem by, 20. 
Northumberland, Duke of : on Economic Disturbances, 1. 
Norwich, High Rates in, 53. 
Nott inghamrwrong methods at, 113 ; Mr. Balfour at, 149 ; Lace-

land," P E N N Y M A G A Z I N E on, 279. 

O 'Grady , J . . M.P., at Annual Meeting of English League, 84 ; Amend 
ment to King's Speech, 220. 

Old Age Pensions Act creates demand for Land, 250 : Relieves Rates, 
279. 

Orford. Earl of, Rent and Rate Charges, 53. „ 
Orleans, Duke of. and Small Holdings, 32 ; objects to prov.de 

Ormsby-Gore, Mr., M.P., and the Sword of his Ancestor, 144. 
Orsett Rural District Council and the Pea-pickers, 45 
Outhwaite, Mr. R, L„ Debate with Capt. Pretyman, 22, ; on Labou, 

Boom in Australia, 290. 
O U T L O O K , The New York on The Paramount Issue, 28. 
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Ownership v. Tenancy under Valuation, 70 ; Lord Lansdowne 
quoted, 70 ; W. Ankers Simmons at the Farmers ' Club 138 
1 5 2 ; T h e T I M E S , 1 5 0 . 

Paddington, Borough Council, Guardians and Slums, 89 ; Land 
Values in, 181. 

P A L L M A L L G A Z E T T E , The, quoted, 41 i. 
Panama, Letter from, 44. 
Parliament, Questions in, see Questions in Parliament, 
Parliamentary Debates, see Debates; also Supplements. 
Parliamentary Programme, Our New, 202. 
Passive Resistance by Landlords suggested, 08, 139. 
Paul, Mr. John, a t Manchester, 14 ; a t Huddersfield, 15 ; a t Inver-

ness, 155 ; a t Essex Hall, 202 ; in Yorkshire, 228. 
Payment of Members, Mr. C. 1'. Trevelyan a t N.L.C., 230. 
Peasant Proprietorship in France, Failure of, 25 ; Sir A. MacDonnell 

quoted, 153. 
Pease, Mrs. E., Resolution by, 15; Lectures bv, 133; elected to 

District Council, 201. 
Pentland, Lord, on Town Planning, 245 203 
Petrol Tax, The, 165. 
Pitt, William, on Hard Times, 5. 
Poetry—Good Night to the Budget, 6 ; Keep it Before the People 

13; Mining Royalties, 20 ; Danish Land Song, 51 ; Kenmore 
69 ; The Holidays and Form IV.. 103; Lord Winchilsea and 
the Labourer, 147; Property in Land, 188: Employment, 
I!I4; For Freedom, 214: Tyranny and Liberty, 225'- The 
Mortgage, 251 ; The Landlord, 286; Verses bv Le Stou'rgeon 
287; Gospel of St. Patrick, 290; The Lecturer, 293. 

Political and Economic Discussion, 56, 77 98 119 147 181 206 
232, 202, 287. ' ' ' 

Political Economy, The Breakdown of Scholastic, 255. 
Political, Speeches and Writings, 9. 33 ; Unrest,' 137. 
Poor Law Reform, 190. 
Poplar, Rates in, 118. 
Population, Attracting, 3 : Driving off, 3 : and Values, Movement 

m, 25. 
Port of London Authority, 143. 
Portinan, Lord, and Bournemouth, 2. 
Portraits—Henry George, junr., 168: Lloyd George, 170; Tom L 

Johnson, 274. 
Portsmouth, Over- and Under-Rating at, 292. fjee also Monthly 

Reports. * 
Post, Louis F„ Letters from, 64, 74 ; on Situation in U.S.A 87 
1 ov.erty, in London. 24; Lord Rosebery on, 77; Problem The 191 • 

Edison on Problem of, 219. 
Pretyman, ( 'apt. , M.P., and United Committee, 117- concedes 

Justice of Taxation of Land Values for Local Purposes 138 • 
a t Brighton, 1 4 5 ; D A I L Y C H R O N I C L E and, 206; his Question' 
to the Government, 207, 219 ; " No more Free Trade in Land " 
211). 

Price Mr. C. E „ M.P., on Work of Land Value Group, 82. 
Privilege at Work, 14, 36. 
- P R O G R E S S AND P O V E R T Y " for Fourpence, 1 3 6 ; publishing in 

Ihree Languages, 175; as an 'Xmas Gift, 178. 
1 roperty, Protection Society and Land and Taxation Memorial 

206 : Owner, the Term Defined, 244 
PUBLIC, The . q u o t e d , 100. 
Public and Private Interests, 52. 70,'97, 118, 145, 205 231 '>88 
PUNCH, quoted, 8, 31 52. 74, 94, 175, 251, 262; Suggestion for 

Unionist Poster, 176. ° 

Queen and Church Army, The, 217. 
Queen's Speeches, 1841-2 quoted, 197. 
Quennell, Mr. C. H. B.. on Town Planning and Land Tenure 127 
Questions in Parliament—Land Valuers' Methods, 147: Irish Land 

Purchase, 147; Amounts advanced for, 288. 
Quinton, Mr. J . T., on Unemployment, 90. 

R a f f a n , Mr. P. Wilson, M.P., in Commons Debate, 11 • at Cardiff 
40 ; on Mr. J . Fels, 210. 

Railway Land, Price of, 53 ; at Rosyth, 53. 
Railway, North Nigerian, see Crown Lands, 56. 
Railway Property and Rates, some Figures, 119 
R A I L W A Y AND T R A V E L M O N T H L Y , T h e , 119 . ' 
Railway, Uganda, see Crown Lands, 56. 
Railways, and Land Values in the Argentine, 271 296 
Railways benefit Landlords, 69, 117. 
Randies, Sir J . . M. l \ . in Commons Debate, II. 
Ratepayers and Public Improvements, 198. 
Rates, and Business, 52 ; and Budget, 52; on Factories, 53 • Hinh 

in Norwich, 53 ; on Railway Property. 76 ; Burden of, a t 
Warrington 112 ; m Poplar, 118; in St. l 'ancras, 119- in-
creasing in Scotland, 205; on Land Values, How it works in 

Trade 240' T f 1,1 ^ n1,1-,2;®1' : a n d T a x e s 011 Building trade, 240 ; Relieved by Old Age Pensions Act, 279 
Rating Land Values. A Practical Object Lesson. 277 ; Conservatives 

a n u , -J.il; M A N C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N o n , 2 8 7 . 

Rating, Unequal, of Mansions, 2. See also Local Taxation. 
Rating System, Evils of, Mr. S. Walsh, M.P., on, 11. 
Reade, Charles, quoted, 55. 
Redhill, Lord Monson and. 53. 
Rees, Mr. W. Beddoe, at Cardiff, 40. 
Reid, Sir George, on Form IV., 90. 
Reigate, Landlordism in, 53. 
Religion and Justice, The D A I L Y D E M O C R A T on, 291. 
Renfrew Ferry, Price of, 231. 
Rent, The Law of, 21 ; Dr. Anderson's Statement of, and Rate 

Charges, Earl of Orford's, 53 ; of Land in Kingswav, 145; 
Land and its, Prof. F. A. Walker on, 188 ; Fair, and Fair Wages, 
252 ; and Royalties for Baron Sheffield, 288 ; and Royalties, 
The Problem of, 289. 

Rents, raised in Somerset, 14: High in Pretoria, 17- in Italy, 
113 ; Fall of, in London, 232. 

Reports, Monthly, see Monthly Notes. 
Resolutions, Valuations, 15, 62 ; Finance Bill (1909-10), 15, 62 (2) ; 

Taxation of Land Values, 32, 38; against Sale of Land by 
L.C.O., 02 ; Land Value Taxers at Antwerp Free Trade Con-
gress, 82 ; a t Irish Landowners' Convention, 95 ; a t Gladstone 
Park, 105; Glasgow Corporation, Cr. Alston. 106, 159 ; a t 
Manchester Conference, 130 (2); a t Open-Air Demonstration, 
Manchester, 131 ; at Inverness, 155; Land Club League, 159; 
against Petrol Tax, 165; for Town Councils (suggested). 180; 
Right to Work Bill. 195; Congratulating C. LI. Davies on his 
Marriage, 201 ; National Conference on Small Holdings, 232 : 
a t Blackburn. 257 ; at Biggleswade, Small Holdings, 257 ; 
Willesden District Council, 260 ; Yorkshire Liberal Federation. 
261: Scottish Women's Liberal Federation, 262; Danish 
Henry George Society, 260 ; at Sheffield Conference, 284 ; a t 
Annual Meeting Women's Liberal Federation, 285 ; at Annual 
Meeting Scottish League, 285; at Amalgamation of Small 
Holdings Societies, 280. 

R E T , Danish Contemporary of L A N D V A L U E S 44 88 
"Revei l le ," The, 111. 113. 

Reviews—Land and Labour, Lessons from Belgium. 20; Privilege 
and Democracy, 65 ; Land Reform in Theory and Practice, 162 ; 
The Great Budget, 212; Will Atkinson's Poems, 231: The 
Southerner, 329. 

Reynolds, Mr. W., L.C.C., and Unemployed Teachers, 112. 
Rhodesia, see Africa. 
Right to Work, The, 220 ; Mr. O'Grady's Amendment to King's 

Speech, 220. 
Robber tha t takes all tha t is left. The, 186 
Robertson. Mr. John M., M.P., " The Great Budget," 212. 
Robson, Sir W., M.P., in Commons Debate. 12. ' 
Rogers, Work and Wages quoted, 256. 
Roosevelt, ex-President, quoted by The Land Co., 55. 
Rosebery, Lord, on Thrift discouraged by Taxation, 24 ; on Poverty, 

7 / ; " Should He be Starved ? " 77. 
Rosyth, Railway Land at, 53. 
Rowntree, R, S", quoted, 5 ; reviewed, 20. 
Royal Message, The Queen and Church Army, 217. 
Royalties, see Mining Royalties. 
Rural Problem. The. 189. 
Rural Slum, The, 45. 
Russell, Dr. (the late), on One- and Two-Roomed Houses 245 
Rutherford, Mr. W . M.P.. supports Taxation of Land Values. 109. 
Ryder, Mr. C. F., on a Valuation Danger, 91 
Rylands, Mr. W. P., on Rates, 112. 

S t , Pancras, Rates on Railways in, 119. 
Salisbury, Lord, on Primogeniture, quoted, 35. 
Salisbury, Price of Land Near, 30. 
Salmon, Mr ,T„ F.R.I.B.A., on Rates and Taxes in the Building 

Trade, 240. h 

San Francisco Single Tax Society, 265. 
Sand. George, quoted, 288. 
Sanders Mr. R, A., M.P., on Repeal of the Land Taxes. 117. 
Saskatchewan, see Canada. 
Save and Sele, Lord, at Redhill, 270. 
Schopenhauer, quoted, 250. 
Scotland, Increasing Rates in, 205 ; Depopulation of, 288. 
Scotland, Number of Occupiers of Farms in. 291 
Scottish Australian Investment Co., Ltd.. Chairman on Land 

Tax, 138. 
Scottish Landowners' Statement on Form IV., 102 • League Mani-

festo, 151. 
SCOTTISH N O T E S AND N E W S , 1 5 , 3 9 . 6 0 . 8 4 . 1 0 5 , 1 3 2 1 5 8 . 1 7 9 2 0 3 

229, 261, 285. See also Monthly Notes. 
" Scottish Ship Canal," 242. 
Scott, Sir Walter, " Recollections," quoted, 72. 
Scott, Rev. Prof. A., on Vancouver, in B R I T I S H W E E K L Y , 109. 
Selfridge s Prospectus, quoted, 197. 
Shaw. Mr. G. Bernard, on Unemployment, quoted, 195 
Sheffield, Baron, Rent and Royalties for, 288. See also Resolutions. 
Sherwell. Mr. A.. M.P.. on Saul among the Prophets, 109 
Shopkeeper Ruined bv Landlordism, A, 24. 
Shropshire, see Small Holdings. 
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Single Tax, The, in Vancouver, 17, 109 ; Formation of League in 
France, 110; Theory of the. 211 : An Explanation of, 273. 

Simmons, Mr. W. A., at "Farmers' Club, on Ownership v. Tenancy, 
138,'152. 

Site Value, Can it be Ascertained ? Harold Cox says Impossible, 
Mr. Warner (Messrs. Lofts and Warner, Estate Agents) says, 
" No Difficult Matter," at Land Union Conference, 199. 

Skrine, F. H., Landlordism in Ultima Thule, 118. 
Slum, Evil, Nature's Antidote for the, 2 ; Rural, The, 45. 
Slums, in Paddington, 89 ; Cost of Clearing, 143. 
Small Holders Handicapped for 80 years, 232. 
Small Holdings, Futility of Act, 25 ; Sir E. Stracliev on. 25 ; and 

Dear Land 34: 'High Values, 53: Statistics of (1909), 
54 ; and Credit Banks, Lord Carrington on. 79 ; The Way to 
Get, 91 ; Denbigh C.C. and, 97 ; Lindsey C.C. and, 97 : Enquiry j 
Sends up Price'of Land, 117: Mr. J . Fels on, 142; Number 
of Acres Obtained, 144 ; in Belgium. 144 : High Price for, 145 ; j 
M A R K L A N E E X P R E S S on Risks of, 145 ; Mr. Fred Home on 
Failure of Act, 192, quoted, 233 ; and Allotments Society, Ltd., 
Experience, quoted, 193; Report (1908) quoted, 217, 222; 
Frustration of the Act, 231 ; National Conference on, 232 ; 
" Barred from the Land," 233 : Position in Wales and Shrop-
shire, 233 ; in Cambridgeshire, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Hereford, 
and in Somersetshire, 234 ; The Act Again, 243 ; T I M E S 
Correspondent on, 250; Farmers' Hostility at Crewe, 250; 
Lord Saye and Sele on Failure of Act, 270 : Letter on, 280 ; 
Amalgamation of Three Societies, 280 : Report (1910). 288. 

Small Landowners, Disappearance of. 51. 
Small Ownerships, Mr. Balfour, quoted, 70 : He Writes to Sir Gilbert , 

Parker, M.P., 78 ; and to Mr. J . ColUngs, M.P., 79. 
Smith, W. H., quoted, on Land Question in Ireland, 35 ; Mr. F. E.. 

on Land Valuation, 10. 
Snowden, Mr. P., M.P.. " We Socialists," 4(i. 
Somerset, Cottage Rents Raised in, 14. 
Somersetshire, see Small Holdings. 
South Africa, see Africa. 
South Australia, see Australia. 
Southern Alberta Land Company, Chairman's Speech, 43. 
S O U T H E R N E R , The, quoted, 1 9 9 , 2 0 7 . 2 1 3 , 2 2 9 . 2 3 5 , 2 4 0 . 
Southgate, A Public Park for, 205. 
Spiin, News from. 18, 210, 211, 290. 
Spalding and Hodge, Assessment Appeal, 241. 
Special "Articles: A Democratic Victory, 168 : An Explanation of 

the Single Tax (W. R. Henderson). 275; Ashes to Ashes 
(Norman Maclean), 224; Barred from the Land (Fred Home), 
233 ; Budget and the Land Question (Emile Hatzfcld), 195 ; 
Case for Land Reform (Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P.), 289 : 
Changing Sites of Industry and Wealth (W. A. Atkinson), 
281 ; Denmark (J. 0.), 49; Fair Rent and Fair Wages 
(C.L1.D.), 252; How Slum Owners are encouraged and rewarded 
(L.H.B.), 143; If the Land Tax Exemption were Abolished 
(Arthur Withy). 282; Labour Boom in Australia (R. L. 
Outhwaite), 290 ; Land Capital and Air Capital (L.H.B.), 204 : 
Landlordism in Ultima Thule (Francis H. Skrine), 116: 
Monopoly Gulch (A. H. Broomhall), 29: Our Old Brown 
Mother (L.H.B.), 115; Over-Rating and Under-Rating at 
Portsmouth (.James H. M'Guigan), 292 ; Passing of a Leader 
in The Movement (J.P.), 274 ; Rates and Taxes in the Building | 
Trade (James Salmon, F.R.I.B.A.), 240; Saul Among the 
Prophets (A. Sherwell, M.P.), 169: Unemployment (Anon.). 
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on Juvenile Labour. 24 : Mr. Bathurst, M.P., 56 ; Beauchamp, 
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Smith. M.P., 10; Mr. C. P. Trevelyan, M.P., on Payment 
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xiv. ; C. E. Price, xv. ; E. Wood, xv. : W. S. McLaren, 
xv. ; Goldman, xv. : Pretyman, xvi. ; Snowden, 
xvi. ; Lloyd George (Chancellor of the Exchequer), 
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Sweden, News from, 88 ; Work of Economic Freedom League, 110 ; 
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Unemployed. The. Teachers, 112: Question, 220. 
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Northern League, 40, 66, 96, 127, 147. 175, 201, 228, Dinner 
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Post, Louis F., on Involuntary Idleness, 5. 
Posters, vSpecimen, 287, 324. 
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114- Rents more than Labourers can pay, 133; Irish Land-
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134: Housing at Gainsborough, 161 ; The increased value 111 
New York, 344. 
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Snowden, Mr. P., M.P., His Views quoted, 210. 
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216; The Future of the Land Market (L. H. B.), 219; From 
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ham, 31; Labour Unrest, at Neath, 123; Need for Land 
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Mr. R. L. Outhwaite, M.P., 120; in Parliament, see Debates, 
also Supplements; Mr. .lohn Paul 
120 ; Mr. P. W. Raffan, M.P., 117 
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NOTES OF T H E MONTH. 

Political Respite. 
Owing to the death of King Edward the meeting of Parlia-

ment has been postponed until June 8th. This sad event, 
for many reasons, is one of overshadowing importance to 
the country. I t seems to have closed an epoch in politics. 
Whatever policy the Government may now adopt, it is 
unlikely t ha t any great question will be brought to an issue 
this year. The new Budget is overdue, and after the 
exacting session of last year i t would be unfair and unwise 
to ask members of Parl iament to devote themselves to a 
controversy which would mean a prolonged session. The 
electors are also tired, and would welcome a respite from 
the keen political feuds in which they have taken part . 

The Economic Disturbance. 
The Duke of Northumberland, presiding at the annual 

conference of the National Deposit Friendly Societies at 
Manchester on May 7th, warned the members to watch 
the signs of the times. I t was clear, he said, t h a t the 
questions which were being urged forward were economic 
questions which pointed to economic disturbances. He 
did not care whether it was Free Trade or Tariff Reform, 

the nationalisation of the land or of mines, or the reform 
of the Poor Law, it implied disturbance. I t might be 
desirable disturbance or i t might be undesirable disturbance, 
bu t it behoved them to be extremely prudent in managing 
their affairs. Whatever views they might take of these 
questions, it was quite possible t ha t an economic change 
might be a good one for the country at large and yet act 
injuriously upon certain interests in which they were 
involved. I t was not a question of politics but of prudence 
tha t they should be careful in regard to their investments. 

The passing of the Budget has given the Duke adequate 
ground for his apprehensions. The Valuation is the first 
step, bu t on top of the Valuation there will speedily come 
certain changes which will shake up landlordism and all the 
crushing weight with which it lies on industry. We cannot 
see t h a t members of friendly societies or even dukes will be 
harmed by disturbances which force them to consider 
industry. Some measure which would stir them out of their 
sluggish, complacent, and obstructive a t t i tude to business 
has been urgently required for generations. 

Land Values in a Small Area. 
Another illustration of almost fabulous land values is 

this week forthcoming from New York, revealed by the 
death of Count Waldemar Oriola, of Berlin, who has left 
estate valued at £3,600,000. He was the owner of tens 
of thousands of acres of the richest agricultural land in 
Germany and the noble castle of Budesheim, but the bulk 
of his wealth lay, not in these, but in a small freehold plot 
in Wall Street, upon which there s tands a thirty-storey 
skyscraper, land which came into his possession by his 
marriage th i r ty years ago with the American heiress, 
Miss Mortimer. 
This is a story from the E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E of May 7th. 

The Count took a prominent part in German politics 
recently. We are sometimes inclined to wonder where 

| all the wealth comes from, the evidences of which are seen 
in such cities as London and Berlin. This story par t ly 

1 explains it. We are sometimes asked to admire the excess 
of exports f rom some countries over their imports, bu t we 
fail to see the advantage to Americans of having to send to 
Berlin substantial wealth to the amount represented by the 
land values created by their industry in New York, 

Not quite Ruined. 
During the last month one or two of those whose 

opposition to the proposed taxat ion (of the Budget) was 
characterised by more zeal than discretion have been 
buyers of building sites, and have competed for ground 
rents. 
T H E T I M E S of April 30th had this comment on the 

Es ta te Market. Subsequent reports coming from all par ts 
of the country indicate t h a t there is a large demand for 
all kinds of land, and t h a t the occupations of the auctioneer 
and builder have not been entirely abolished by the Budget. 
Indeed, the whole field of industry and t rade is prosperous 
enough to falsify all the predictions t h a t have been made 
by the opponents of the Government, and to destroy t h a t 
superstition, so commonly held, t ha t business prosperity 
can only be assured by a Tory Government, devoted to 
Imperialism and privilege. 

» 
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Landlordism at Bournemouth. 
The E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E of May 7th tells of Bournemouth 

Town Council's experience in an endeavour to construct 
an overcliff drive f rom Boscombe to Pokesdown. The 
distance is over a mile. At the meeting of the Council on 
May 3rd, letters from Lord Abinger and Lord Por tman 
were read. Lord Abinger said t ha t " should he contemplate 
the development of his estate they might rest assured 
t h a t he would always be ' ready to consider the views of the 
Corporation upon the important question of the sea f ron t . " 
Lord Por tman wrote t h a t " an overcliff drive would entirely 
destroy the privacy and pleasure of Wentwortli Lodge, 
and tha t any such scheme would have his uncompromising 
opposition. " He had no intention of part ing with any of 
his property a t Wentwortli Lodge." 

The Bournemouth people have a tough problem with 
these two landlords. One is for depriving them entirely 
of a new cliff drive, and the other int imates t ha t if his estate 
is to be developed ho will give them permission to develop 
i t—for a consideration, as old Trapbois says in the 
" F o r t u n e s of Nigel." 

A Strange Uncertainty. 
Not long ago, when the County Educat ion Committee 

wanted an acre of land to build a new school a t Brocken-
hurst., the owner asked t hem f1,000 an acre. They had, 
however, been able to get over the difficulty in another 
way, and they would not have to pay tha t price, bu t he 
only' mentioned it to show the value put by owners of 
land upon land in the New Forest, which was certainly 
not si tuate near any large town. He thought the whole 
of this showed what was t o his mind one of the greatest 
defects of the Budget, and t h a t was the enormous uncer-
ta in ty which must exist as t o the taxes which anybody 
had to pay. 
This statement was made by Lord Northbrook, presiding 

a t a meeting of the Winchester and District Agricultural 
Association held at Winchester on April 30th. There seems 
t o be little reason for uncertainty with regard to what the 
owner should pay for this acre. Lord Northbrook was 
discussing the difficulty of defining what was undeveloped 
building land. We wonder wha t clearer indications he would 
seek. A growing village requires land for a school, and comes 
abruptly against a demand for £1,000 per acre. I t has to 
t u r n and go round another way. Everything in the case 
is as clear as a stone wall. The only defect in the Budget 
is t h a t a | d . in the £ is too light an ins t rument with which 
to strike an obstructive landowner. 

A Doubtful Step. 
A special meeting of the Execut ive of the North Argyll 

Liberal Association was held in Oban on May 10th. The 
business was to consider the intimation by the Rev. Malcolm 
MacCallum of Muckairn, t h a t lie had finally made up his 
mind to sever his connection with the Liberal Pa r ty . 
Mr. MacCallum, who was present, said their member had 
broken his pledges to the electors of Argyll, and the Govern-
ment had broken faith with Scotland, both on the land and 
the House of Lord 's questions. For all practical purposes 
the Government had abandoned the Small Holdings Bill. 
Af ter several members had appealed in vain to Mr. Mac-
Callum to reconsider his decision, it was agreed to dissolve 
the Association and re-organise it as a Land Law Reform 
Association. We sympathise with the Highland people 
in their eagerness to obtain land. Reports indicate t h a t 
there may be repetitions of t he Vatersay raid in other parts , 
b u t we are convinced t h a t this means no sett lement of t he 
land question. In spite of t h e fact t h a t the Small Holders 
Bill has been dropped in the meantime, the Government 
in the Budget has done more than kept fai th with Scotland 
in this mat te r . There is only one th ing which the Govern-
ment can do for the landless people of this country—they 

can break the power of landlordism, and they are doing t h a t 
through the Budget. 

Nature's Antidote for the Slum Evil. 
Britons have gradually come to see t ha t the havoc 

wrought by overcrowded slums cannot longer be tolerated 
with impunity, for slums contaminate all who come in 
contact with them. Kindly Nature has ensured t h a t 
nearly every poison provides its own antidote. The 
enhanced rents demanded in towns for factory space and 
tenement houses have become so burdensome tha t many 
large manufacturing concerns have for some years been 
transferring their works to the country, where lower 
rates and rents are possible, expansion is unrestricted, 
and where the workers can settle amid a health-giving 
environment. This is the beginning of a new national 
development which promises to become more pronounced 
as the century advances. 
Thus writes a T I M E S correspondent on May 23rd. We 

agree with the sentiments expressed, with the qualification 
t h a t although nature may provide the antidote to the 
poison, the antidote must be administered by the actions 
of men. Nature provides land with healthful environ-
ments in abundance, and it is the restriction of nature 's 
provision tha t is responsible for slums. Unless this 
restriction is removed slums will spring up where these 
manufacturing concerns have migrated. Remove the 
restriction, by the taxation of land values, and not only will 
these new developments be encouraged and made slum-
proof, but existing slums will disappear. 

A Logical and Practical Proposition. 
On May 4th the D A I L Y E X P R E S S contained an article, 

with a title about bribery, stating tha t it had information 
f rom sources " wholly re l iable" tha t the Government 
intended to repeal the Breakfast Table duties in the next 
Budget. I t s tated t ha t although " logically sound," the 
proposal is " practically, wholly unsound, for where is the 
money to come from to meet national obligations ? " 

Without extending the argument t ha t what is logically 
sound is practically sound, we can answer t ha t despairing 
question : " Where is the money to come from ? " I t 
will not come from a 2s. t ax on corn, or from a t ax on 
those well-worn foreign doors. There will be no necessity 
to establish an army of Customs officers to search for 
manufactured goods, nor to establish a court to define, 
raw material. The campaign fought on the land clauses 
of the Budget revealed the source from which the money 
is to come. The land values of the country are a never-
failing source t h a t will not only last as long as required, 
bu t will increase according to the demands of the country. 

This Conservative organ is suffering from a bad a t tack 
of nerves, and had the Liberal Par ty adopted the motto, 
" V awl ace, Taudacc, toujovrs V audace," and come out with 
a straight t ax on land values, Tariff " Reform " would have 
been pre t ty well dead by this time. 

Unequal Rating of Mansions. 
At the meeting of the York Board of Guardians, on 

May 19th, Mr. Shipley moved a resolution tha t the time 
had arrived when the mansions in the Union should 
be reassessed. 

He said t ha t though the city had been revalued and the 
assessment raised from £258,000 to £410,903, and though 
the railway property had also been revalued, nothing had 
been done in the mat ter of the mansions, which were under-
assessed. The late chairman of the Assessment Committee 
had given as a reason tha t the owners would appeal to 
Quarter Sessions, where the appeals would be heard by 
their own class, and thus the Guardians would not be able 
to get any re-adjustment. 

He said"that Morby Hall only paid rates on £602, Escrick 
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Park on £300, Heslington Hall (Lord Deramore's scat) 
on £250, and Bishopthorpe Palace on £440 gross. Many 
members talked about the poor ratepayers, but i t was 
evident t ha t the rich ratepayers were fairly well looked 
after on the Assessment Committee. He thought the poor 
ratepayers ought to receive more consideration by the rich 
ratepayers being made to pay their fair proportion. 

Colonel Wilkinson deprecated this a t t empt to set class 
against class. He said the Asssesment Committee had 
considered the matter , and had been guided by their late 
chairman, who had laid down the sound principle t ha t 
the rateable value was the only true basis of assessment. 
None of the properties mentioned would let for more than 
the sums at which they were rated. 

On being put to the vote the motion was defeated by 
15 votes to 10. 

These inequalities in rat ing appear frequently enough 
to justify the conclusion t h a t they are as universal as the 
system itself. There can be no remedy, of course, until 
the basis and machinery of rating are entirely altered. 
Meanwhile such cases accumulate as arguments for a 
sweeping change in the near future . 

A " Passing Liberalism." 
Mr. James Bryce, our Ambassador in America, has pub-

lished a new work entitled " Hindrances to Good Citizenship " 
He says " Freedom has done much for the European and 
American continents, yet far less than was expected. . . . 
Everywhere there is the same contrast between tha t which 
the theory of democracy requires and tha t which the practice 
of democracy reveals. . . . To contrive plans by which 
the interest of the citizen in public affairs shall be aroused 
and sustained is far easier than to induce the citizen to 
use and to go on using, year in and year out, the con-
trivances and opportunities provided for his benefit, Yet 
i t is from the heart and will of the citizen tha t all real and 
lasting improvements must proceed." 

When or where was democracy ever practised in this 
world ? Why should we impugn and belittle freedom by 
at tr ibuting to it the fruits of its opposite ? The words, 
freedom and democracy, as Mr. Bryce uses them, stand for 
systems tha t represent servitude and tyranny. In no 
country have we the substance of freedom and democracy. 
Landlordism is the negation of both, and landlordism is 
strong and rampan t everywhere and in no place more than 
in America. I t is difficult and impossible to arouse the 
interest of citizens, when the mat te r on which their interest 
has to feed itself is the policy of privileged classes and timid 
legislators who withhold all the substance of freedom and 
democracy f rom the people, and then invite their at tention 
to empty speeches and writings about these subjects in the 
abstract . Let the people understand tha t through politics 
they can secure their material interest, and they will become 
politicians, t ha t through morals they can secure their material 
interest, and they will become philosophers. I t is an 
encouragement, at least, t ha t they are becoming less inclined 
to accept the apologies of legislators for vicious legislation. 

Attracting Population. 
T H E T A B L E T of May 21st Bays t h a t Dr. Michael Walsh, 

of Brooklvn, has received the following letter from Bishop 
McGoldrick, of Duluth, Mich. :—" I am in the midst of a 
great work to keep me going for a few years. One hundred 
and seventy thousand acres of good Minnesota land have 
been entrusted to me for colonisation. I sent a priest to 
Holland to get good dairy farmers, and he got them—all 
Catholics. I sent a priest to Belgium for good market-
gardeners, and they are the next group. I am trying to 
get the Irish (our own good people) to leave the towns, 
and I hope to succeed. The company will give me the land, 
and build church, school, and pastoral residence. I t is a 
great opportuni ty thrown in my way, and I have seized 

it with pleasure." We hope this will be a good oppor-
tuni ty for the dairy farmers, market-gardeners and the 
Irish, and not good only for the company. I t is a strange 
game this of luring men to land in new countries. 

Driving off Population. 
Mr. Herbert Quick, writing from Madison, Wis., on 

May 10th, says :—" Iowa is a great farm. The drif t of 
population is from farm to city. Iowa has not advanced 
in population since 1900, though Iowa is the richest piece 
of land on the globe. . . . There are three reasons for 
this tendency which shows up in the Iowa returns, because 
Iowa is one "vast fa rm with b u t few cities. 

" These reasons are, first, landlordism; second, im-
proved agricultural machinery ; and third, the existence 
of new and cheaper lands in the West and South and 
Canada, and cheaper lands in the Eas t . Iowa herself 
s tands as an American proof t h a t landlordism is the same 
thing here as in Britain, where every rod of ground once 
maintained its man, but where sheep walks and deer parks 
have come with the lessening population as developments 
of landlordism. . 

" This census has given us a warning t h a t we will tic 
blind, indeed, to fail to see and understand. 

" I t asks us plainly, ' Where will your children and your 
children's children get their bread ? ' " 
The Land Union. 

The inaugural meeting of the Land Union on May 5th 
was not exactly a complete success, and the London corre-
spondent of the G L A S G O W H E R A L D gives an entertaining 
account in the May 6th issue. He says :— 

As a demonstration against the injustice of the new 
land taxes it did not, to write quite frankly, impress me. 
When I entered the hall an obliging official handed me a 
bill from which I gathered tha t the Land Union was 
" . the spontaneous rally of a host of determined men 
suddenly attacked and placed in imminent peril." The 
appearance of the hall scarcely bore out t ha t bold asser-
tion A half-filled arena, a single straggling row of 
occupants in the first gallery, and an empty second 
gallery were not surely a true reflection of what the 
organisers described as a " spontaneous rally of deter-
mined men." . . . The icy reserve of the audience was 
difficult to break through, and the infrequency of audible 
approval of the points made by the speakers conveyed 
an impression of indifference which was no doubt entirely 
alien to their feelings. On the whole, for a body of 
determined men smarting underasense of injustice, their 
restraint was wonderful. Mr. Cox was introduced to the 
meeting as " an honest Liberal." 

Demand for Land. 
1 On May 2nd, according to the T I M E S , there took place 
j a t Crewe one of the most impor tant sales of agricultural 
I land held for many years in Cheshire, when par t of the 
' e s t a t e of Sir Delves Broughton, t en th baronet of Broughton, 
j which comprised a t ract of valuable dairy farming country 

in a prosperous par t of the county, was sold. 
Onlv one of the 18 lots was withdrawn, the remainder 

1 realising £33,815 for a total acreage of 585, with farm build-
ings The largest purchasers were the Cheshire County 
Council Small Holdings Committee, and this was taken as 
an indication tha t the small holdings movement, which 
has been successfully established owing to the Council s 
policy is to be extended. They purchased Batherton Hall 
Farm, ' 216 acres, for £9,200, Batherton dairy farm, 196 
acres for £10.800, two pasture fields for £50, and a small 
holding for £150. Pasture land was selling remarkably 
well and averaged £60 an acre. Mr. E. Reginald Bellyse 
purchased 46 acres for £3,270, and Mr. 3. Chnsty-Miller 
35 acres for £2,855. An 18 acres dairy farm realised £1,110. 
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" O U R POLICY." 
" "We would s imply take for the communi ty w h a t be lones to 

t&e community—the va lue tha t a t taches to land by the growth 
of the c o m m u n i t y ; leave sacred to the individual al l tha t 
belong-s to the individual."—Hetu-y Giorge. 

KING E D W A R D ' S GREAT W O R K . 

A period of unusual political activity has come to an end. 

The Budget of 1909 received the Royal Assent on April 29th. 

One Week later, on May 6th, King Edward VII . died. 

Without a suggestion of pa r ty vindictiveness or boasting, 

most of our readers will feel t ha t the King was happy 

and blessed in this his last legislative act. Who of us would 

wish to finish our life's work in a better way ? Much has 

been spoken and written about the late King in the brief 

interval since his death . I t has been one of those times 

whose durat ion measured by the calendar seems dispro-

por t iona te ly short compared with their durat ion measured 

by the amount of activity which takes place in them. 

Something, however, has been left for us to say about 

the King. His last act will almost certainly be regarded 

in the future as the most notable and splendid of his reign— 

a reign marked by many liberal and magnanimous acts. 

Bu t i t is twenty-five years since King Edward, as Prince 

of Wales, signed the Repor t of the Royal Commission 

on the Housing of the Working Classes. This Repor t 

contains the famous passage in favour of rat ing vacant land 

writ ten by Lord Stanley of Alderley. I t is the first of those 

official recommendations which have played so great a pa r t 

in advancing our cause. His actions as King were all con-

sistent with this early action. Every par t of his policy 

favoured the advancement of this cause. He has been 

hailed from every side as the peacemaker of the world, 

and his work in this respect has helped to prevent any 

Serious interference with devotion to the reform of industrial 

and social conditions a t home. I t is generally known 

t h a t he warmly approved of Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-

lUati's generous policy in South Africa, and the personal 

friendship which he showed towards the late Prime Minister 

may just i fy the inference t ha t lie did not view the strong 

land policy of t h a t Minister with disfavour. In saying 

this we are far from implying tha t King Edward was a 

Liberal in the common acceptation of t ha t word. The 

King cannot be this. There, is another kind of Liberal. 

Political orators of all parties often indulge in perorations 

In which they appeal to the great t radi t ion and spirit 

of liberty and justice which belong to this country. Too 

few of them have done much to perpetuate these. But if 

we conceive of this tradit ion and spirit being represented or 

embodied in a living person, we should say they were so 

in the person of King Edward. He did not speak about 

the glorious liberty of Britons, but he represented it. He 

brought it out of the past or the abstract , where it is 

generally kept by rulers and legislators, and made it an 

active, beneficent agency in the present. His influence 

favoured its existence and growth. Progress was made 

possible and easy so far as he was concerned. We may 

not say tha t he favoured any particular measure, bu t judg-

ing by what he did throughout his reign, we may assume 

tha t he offered no opposition to any measure t ha t was 

likely to improve the conditions under which the vast 

major i ty of our people live. We believe t ha t his assent 

to the Budget would be, unlike t ha t of the Lords, willing 

and cordial. In these times when trade and progress 

of every kind are knit t ing nations more closely together, 

the king who loves and works for peace is a great king. 

He performs a great service to the world. King Edward 

did this in his great and influential office. 

His work here can never be undone or its fruits lost. 

We have every reason to believe tha t George Y. shares his 

father 's spirit. Even if his disposition is different and his 

experience less, his fa ther 's policy has been too successful, 

too convincing and irresistible in its influence, to be reversed. 

The efforts to stir up hostility abroad, and carry reaction a t 

home always had to fight against King Edward ' s influence. 

This influence did much to defeat them. I t will be a 

difficult task to fill this office as it has been filled for the last 

nine years, bu t we are sure t ha t the sympathy of the 

country will support the new King in his endeavour to con-

tinue the tradition and spirit of his father. We may be 

entering upon a long period of political controversy, and we 

are for tunate in having this large and generous spiri t 

associated with an office which has still great weight in the 

decision of these mat ters . 

Wha t direction the political struggle will now take is 

uncertain. The lines were a l ready ' marked out in the 

Resolutions parsed by the House of Commons in April, 

and in the Bill introduced to give these Resolutions legal and 

s ta tu tory form. The death of the King, however, ha s 

interrupted progress along these or any other lines. Ordinary 

and extraordinary business, chiefly of a financial nature , 

will fully occupy Parl iament during a session of the usual 

length. There is, therefore, every probability t ha t the 
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V e t o issue will be p o s t p o n e d , a n d t h a t a n y n e w m o v e on 

t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s p a r t will be c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e B u d g e t 

fo r t h i s y e a r . T h e r e h a v e b e e n r u m o u r s to t h e e f f e c t t h a t 

t h e C h a n c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r w o u l d r e p e a l t h e B r e a k f a s t 

T a b l e D u t i e s . If t h i s s t e p were poss ib le , n o po l i cy w o u l d be 

m o r e a c c e p t a b l e , b u t we s h o u l d n o t be i m p a t i e n t if we h a v e 

t o w a i t u n t i l t h e v a l u a t i o n is c o m p l e t e fo r s u c h a w e l c o m e 

rel ief . 

I n o u r v i e w t h e G o v e r n m e n t h a s a c h i e v e d so m u c h a n d 

d o n e so well i n p a s s i n g t h e B u d g e t t h a t f u r t h e r l eg i s l a t ion 

of a n y k i n d m a y be p o s t p o n e d w i t h o u t loss. O u t s i d e of 

P a r l i a m e n t t h e v a l u a t i o n of l a n d will e n g a g e t h e a t t e n t i o n 

of t h e c o u n t r y , a n d t h e r e is n o m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g o r p r o f i t a b l e 

s u b j e c t t o w h i c h i t c o u l d d e v o t e i t se l f . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s 

t h e r e is t h e e d u c a t i o n of t h e p e o p l e o n t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d 

Va lues a n d o t h e r d e m o c r a t i c q u e s t i o n s , a n d i t w o u l d be a 

p i t y if an e m p t y po l i t i ca l c o n t r o v e r s y in P a r l i a m e n t d i v e r t e d 

t h e m i n d s of t h e peop le f r o m a s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of s u c h 

q u e s t i o n s . W e d o n o t s a y t h a t t h e g r o u n d of con f l i c t h a s 

c h a n g e d f r o m P a r l i a m e n t t o t h e c o u n t r y . I t w a s a l w a y s 

t h e r e , b u t w i t h t h e c o m p a r a t i v e c e s s a t i o n f r o m p a r t y 

h o s t i l i t y a t W e s t m i n s t e r , m o r e a t t e n t i o n c a n be g i v e n 

t o t h e p r a c t i c a l s u b j e c t of L a n d V a l u a t i o n , a n d t o t h e 

d i s c u s s i o n of t h e p r i n c i p l e s t h a t will p r o p e r l y p r e s s fo r 

f u l l e r l e g i s l a t i v e r e c o g n i t i o n in a few y e a r s . H e r e a g a i n we 

a r e fu l l of h o p e . J u s t a s t h e success of t h e l a t e K i n g ' s 

p o l i c y is a g u i d e a n d i n s p i r a t i o n b e s e t t i n g h i s successor , 

so t h e s u c c e s s of t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s B u d g e t po l i cy will 

l a rge ly m a k e f o r i t s c o n t i n u a n c e in t h e f u t u r e . T h e 

po l i t i ca l s i t u a t i o n is s a t i s f a c t o r y e n o u g h f r o m t h e L i b e r a l 

p o i n t of v i e w t o be a p p r e c i a t e d b y e v e r y o n e . N o r is t h e 

c a u s e of t h i s s a t i s f a c t i o n o b s c u r e . T h e a d v a n c e m e n t of 

t h e B u d g e t a n d a l l t h a t i t r e p r e s e n t s t o t h e i r n a t u r a l p lace 

in t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s p r o g r a m m e h a s c h a n g e d t h e who le 

f ace of a f f a i r s a n d b r o u g h t o r d e r o u t of chaos . T h e i r r e t e n -

t i o n in t h a t p l a c e will p r e s e r v e a u d e x t e n d t h a t o r d e r . 

J . 0 . 

" There is a me thod by which you can t a x t he last rag f rom 
the back a n d t he last b i te f rom the mou th wi thout e a s i n g a 
m u r m u r aga ins t high (axes, a n d that, is to t a x a grea t m a n y 
articles of da i ly use a n d necessi ty so indirect ly t h a t t he people 
will pay it a n d n o t know it. Their g rumbl ing will be of hard 
t imes, b u t t h e y will not know t h a t the h a r d t imes are caused 
b y t a x a t i o n . " — W u . r . I A M P I T T . 

On the average , t he rent of agr icu l tura l l and in Belgium is 
.16s. 3d. a n acre , aga ins t 20s. in England , a difference which 
a m o u n t s to a b o u t £19 a year , or 7s. 3d. a week on a holding of 
2o acres. W h e n it is r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t he to ta l ne t income of 
a small owner is ve ry l imited, it will be seen t h a t t he s u m of 
7s. 3d. a week is enough to make , the difference between s t ra i t -
ened a n d easy ^circumstances. — B . S E E B O H M R O W N T R E E , in 
" L a n d a n d L a b o u r . " 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

I T S C A U S E A N D I T S C U R E . 

Look a r o u n d a n d you will see on all sides evidences of 
unemployment . H a v e you ever t hough t out what causes 
u n e m p l o y m e n t — w h a t is the real reason why so m a n y men canno t 
get the oppo r tun i t y of exchanging their labour for wages ? 
H a s it ever occurred to you t h a t there is a kind of systematic 
holding back of these oppor tuni t ies which men want ? 

Let us inquire in to this view of the ma t t e r . Have you ever 
thought , whf 'ii s i t t ing in a room—as you m a y be now to look 
a r o u n d and see if you can find any th ing in the room, in the house, 
outside the house, in the town, in the coun t ry or in the world ' 
which lias n o t a common origin in land ? The chair you sit 
on is made f rom wood f rom trees grown on land ; the linen 
cur ta ins f rom flax grown on land ; the hear th rug f rom wool, 
which comes f rom sheep, which are bred on grass grown on 
land. The fire-irons are made of steel which comes f rom iron 
ore which comes out of the land ; the gas which lights the room 
come's f rom coal which comes o u t of the land. The house itself 
is buil t of bricks and stone which come f rom land. Ransack 
you r mind for a n y substance or combinat ion of substances 
which you can think of and you will find noth ing which d(x« 
not come f rom land. L a n d is t he source of everything. 

And how do these things assume the fo ims in which you see 
them ? The answer is s imple—by labour , by men employing 
themselves. And what is it t h a t assists men to labour ? The 
tools they use, and fu r the r , the credit which enables distr ibut ion 
a n d exchanges to be m a d f — t h a t is, capital , capital simply 
being stored labour or the crcdit of being " good " for the pro-
duc t s of labour. 

I t is very simple you think. There is plenty of land in the 
world, there is p lenty of labour , and there is p lenty of capital . 
P u t the three together , and there will be p lenty of good things 
produced for everybody. 

B u t there is something in the way which th rows this machine 
ou t of gear, and t h a t is a system which permi ts certain people 
to own land, to hold back w h a t we clearly sec is the source of all 
product ion, f rom labour a n d capi tal employing themselves. 
This system of land ownership is the real cause of unemployment , 
of pover ty and all the misery tha t pover ty brings. 

We know a case in po in t—a very typical case—which will 
show wha t we mean very clearly, a p r e t t y village in Berkshire 
where City men in par t icular would like to dwell because of 
the good rai lway service a n d because of the beaut i ful a n d 
hea l thy surroundings. All the land is owned by two landowners. 
There are some beaut i ful sites for houses suitable for men of 
modera te means and in certain positions the owners of the soil 
have put up boards, " This valuable building land to be sold 
or let on building lease." F o r fifteen years these boards have 
been u p and there have been hundreds of applicat ions for sites, 
but rarely has a deal been done ; for the t rea tment appl icants 
receive stops business. This is w h a t happened four m o n t h s 
a g o : — A certain city man wrote to one of the landowner ' s 
agents asking the price of three acres u p o n which he had sol his 
h e a r t as a site to build a house on. I t was a corner of a bare 
ploughed field of abou t 50 acres. After abou t six weeks' delay 
an answer came t h a t the price was £1,500 or £500 an acre—and 
it was s t ipula ted t h a t a house of n o t less t h a n £1,500 cost should 
be erected by the purchaser. The m a n who was enquiring, 
knowing something of tin1 ren ta l value of houses, pictured in 
his mind the sor t of house t h a t could be p u t up for £1,500 and 
found t h a t the average kind of tenant for tha t kind of house 
s tanding on three acres of ground could not a f ford to pay more 
t h a n £100 a year rent . He figured tha t this £100 a year rent , 
the income which would come f rom his investment , should he 
ever w a n t to let the house, would not , as a marke tab le investment , 
fetch more t h a n £2,000, so tha t he was really being asked to pay 
£3,000 for w h a t was only wor th £2,000. This meant t h a t the 
price asked for the land. £1.500, was £1,000 more than its m a r k e t 
value. He thought i t over carefully and came to the conclusion, 
t h a t being a weal thy man, he would not mind being bled to the 
e x t e n t of £500, and so he made a n offer of £1,000 for the land. 
Two mon ths have gone by up t o the time of writing, and he has 
had no reply. 

Please th ink what is happening. A m a n is willing to give 
employmen t t o a builder to erect a house. The builder is t hen 
willing to give employment to bricklayers, to s tonemasons, 
to carpenters , to joiners, to plumbers , to gas f i t ters and var ious 
o ther workmen, who in their t u r n would handle things produced 

B 



Land Values. June, I9 i ( l 

by brickmakers, by quarrymen, by wood merchants, by hard-
ware makers, by pipe drawers, by metal merchants, by glass 
makers and all kinds of tool makers who again in their turn would 
employ labour. A golden chain of wages would immediately 
be set up. Employment for wages which would arise simply 
from the bringing of a small piece of land in Berkshire into proper 
use. But the chain would not stop here. Kor there would be 
tradesmen in the locality regularly employed, dairymen, butchers, 
grocers, bakers, and the like, all because a small piece of land is 
brought into use. Hut the landowner forbids it. I t costs him 
nothing to keep the, land out of use ; for he knows tha t the 
tendency of the population is to grow and that the greater the 
pressure the more wealth men will surrender to get land. He 
wastes time only, so far as he himself is concerned, so far as 
other people are concerned he is causing them to starve. 

This little case in point has doubtless brought to your mind a 
similar sort of case on the opposite side of your own street, round 
the comer, or maybe in the next street. Certainly within a 
stone's throw almost of where you are sitting something of the 
kind is happening. If a million people should chance to read this 
they will each of them be able to find with very little exercise 
of memory a parallel example and there in a nutshell is the actual 
and glaring cause of unemployment. Opportunity is kept away 
from willing workers in order tha t the owners of land may profit. 
•Men, women and children are made to starve for want of the. food 
which they could produce with tlieir own hands, by producing 
either the food itself, or the wages which they could exchange 
for food. There could not lie a more heedlessly cruel system. 

The value of land is created bv the labour and expenditure 
of the whole population, by the roads which the people provide, 
by the railways which the people cause to be made, by the 
exchanges, by the markets, by the water supply, by the gas, 
by the electric light, by the tramways, and bv all public utilities 
made by population for the use of the population. All these 
things increase the value of land which the private owner of 
land enjoys without lifting a hnnd. And not only because he 
enjoys these unearned profits, bu t because he has the power to 
cheek production, to stop an investment of capital, and to stop 
wages coming to labour, poverty exists and men are out of work. 

The remedy is a t hand. Tax Land Values and make it unpro-
fitable for owners of land to keepMand away from labour and 
capital. 

THE EFFECT OF THE BUDGET AND VALUATION. 

The Budget, more especially the Valuation Clauses thereof, 
is having a marked effect on the Conservative Press in England 
and Scotland. The more sober section are in a state of wonder 
and conjecture, and, although discussing the subject and pro-
phesying evil, do so in a tentative manner, betraying a. confused 
state of mind. The G I . A S O O W H E R A L D , the S C O T S M A N , and the 
M O R N I N G P O S T are all wrest ling with various phases of the problem. 
The G L A S G O W H E R A L D of May 11th, printed a very gloomy 
article entitled, " Scottish Feuing and Increment D u t y " by 
Robert Guy. Various evils were prophesied as a result of the 
new Budget taxes, chief among them, the old story of injury to 
the building trade and increased rents. Bearing out our con-
tention tha t the valuation leaves them at sixes and sevens, we 
found no mention of this, the par t of the Budget having the most 
far reaching effect and most important bearing on the land 
question. However, the H E R A L D is evidently anxious to get 
to the bottom of the problem, and on May 13th published an 
arHcle, dealing with the points raised in the May 11th article, 
by Alexander Maokendrick, the President of the Scottish League 
for the Taxation of Land Values. The H E R A I . I I should now see 
the light a little less confusedly, for Mr. Mackendrick effectively 
disposed of the contentions put forward by Mr. Guy. He showed 
that it is the old system which has produced exactly the results 
which are foretold in Mr. Guy's article as a result of the Budget 
taxes. As Mi-. Mackendrick says, the slums, backlands and 
congested areas in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee and other 
cities, condemn the Scottish feuing system, " as the worst 
among those available for comparison to the moderately travelled 
man." Mr. Mackendrick, like a loyal Scotsman sticks to his 
own side of the border, but the slums, backlands and congested 
areas—the result of the a t least equally bad land system in 
England—are to be found, equally with Scotland, throughout ' 
the length and breadth of the land. 

In the S C O T S M A N of 17th May, appeared A contributed article 
under the heading, " Duties on Land Values." The writer 
gave a technical explanation of the Finance Act as it affects 
life-renters, entail proprietors and bond-holders, making out • 

dark ruin to this class of the community. He concludes with the 
following rather pregnant statement :— 

" Looking a t it from a slightly different point, trustees, 
investors generally, solicitors and valuators have a totally 
new element to consider, which will bscome more serious 
and more complicated as time goes on, and which, put shortly, 
is—How much of the value of an estate belongs to the 
' owner ' and how much to the Chancellor of the Exchequer ? " 

Here again the kernel of the nut , valuation, is skilfully circum-
navigated, the writer showing a painful shyness and indecision. 

The M O R N I N G P O S T on the 30th April, the day after the Budget 
passed into law, published, " Practical Points for Taxpayers," 
by Alfred Fellows. This dealt mainly with the valuation, and 
the manner of t reatment reminded one of taking nasty medicine. 
The author seemed somewhat staggered to find tha t a t rue 
valuation was the best for the landowner, inasmuch as he would 
be " boomeranged " by either a too high or too low valuation. 
The justice of valuation has created bewilderment a t least, in 
this quarter, and there is a plaintive note prevailing in the 
paragraph dealing with the difficulty of evasion. 

The same writer has another article in the P O S T of 18th May, 
dealing with " The Finance Act and the Duty of Trustees." 
Here again there is a note of regret and confusion, because a too 
high or too low valuation will not benefit. The writer seems 
unable to reconcile himself to the justice of a t rue valuation, 
apparently desiring tha t the valuation should be entirely in the 
hands of landowners to raise or lower to suit their own ends. 

One other indication of the unrest created in the 
reactionary forces bv the progress of the taxation of Land 
Values is to be found in the fact tha t Captain Pretyman, for 
want of better argument, attacked Mr. Fels in the House of 
Commons and in the Press, because he is " a foreigner." I t is 
a good testimony to the efficacy of our propaganda when 
opponents are reduced to these tactics. 

The A G R I C U L T U R A L G A Z E T T E on May 16th was nothing if not 
f rank in making the amazing suggestion t h a t : — 

The assessment of gross value of land should be a secret 
between the commissioners and the owner, just as assess-
ment for income tax is It might prevent authorities 
who have power to purchase land compulsorily from know-
ing what the new valuation is. 
The O U T L O O K is also conscious of the changed situation 

and oil May 7th published an article entitled, " Unionists 
and Land Policy." Although this particular contribution 
is written in a very tentative manner and may be regarded 
as kite flying or groping in the dark, yet it is intensely interest-
ing to see these signs of the times in the Conservative Press. 

Time was when the word valuation was taboo in this 
rarefied atmosphere, but the Valuation Clauses of the Budget 
have been the means of showing the Tory Par ty that there 
is a real Land Problem in this country. 

GOOD NIGHT TO THE BUDGET. 

Good-night to the Budget I—the lobbies, 
Their changes, and rumours of change, 

Which startled the rustic Sir Bobbies 
And made all the Tories look strange ; 

The breaches, and battles, and blunders 
Performed by the Commons and Peers ; 

The Marquis's eloquent thunders. 
The Baronet's eloquent ears ; 

Denouncings of Redmond and treasons, 
Of German invasion and oats ; 

Misrepresentations of reasons, 
And misunderstandings of notes. 

Good-night to the Budget !—Another 
Will come with its tellers and bores, 

And hurry away, like its brother, 
In closure, and tramping, and roars. 

Will it come with a rose or a briar ? 
Will it come with a blessing or curse ? 

Will its taxes be lower or higher ? 
Will its schedules be better or worse ? 

Will it find me grown thinner or fatter, 
Or fonder of wrong or of right, 

Or married or bur ied? No ma t t e r : 
Good-night to the Budget—good-night. 

W. M. P. (redivivus), In S A T U R D A Y R E V I E W , April 30th. 
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ABE CLEGG'S TALKS. 

HASTY LEGISLATION. 

From Y O R K S H I R E D A I L Y O B S E R V E R . April 5th. 
" Ther's a dceal o' things belongs to things," said Abe, sen-

tentiously, " an' nowt's as simple as it lewks. Aw think misen 
'at Balfour wor reyt abaht t 'Hahse o' Lords. Tha'll mind what 
ho said t 'last wick ? ' Ye Lib'rals,' he sez, ' is t 'onlv chaps 'at 
iver duz owt. Ye're t'Progressive party, ' he sez, ' an' us Toaries 
is t 'Weeary Willies. An' then, begow ! ' he sez, ' y e grummle 
'cos t 'Hahse o' Lords passes ahr bills an' wean't pass yahrs. 
Aw can't for t'life o' me see what all t ' fuss is abaht, ' he sez. 
' We niver send 'em na bills ' a t meeans owt—they're summat 
an nowt, a soart o' blawin' t 'steeam off as ye may say. I t ' s ye 
' a t gets t'wheels runnin', an' then ye're eapt. 'cos t 'Lords claps 
t 'brakes on.' Ther's a deeal o' trewth i' tha t theer argyment, 
lad. An' if aw wor nobbut sewer 'at they'd clap t 'brakes on 
when t ' train started runnin' baek'ards way " 

" On to the Tariff siding," I suggested. 
" Aye. If aw wor sewer o' that, aw sud think twice abaht 

sackin' 'em. Tha knaws, ther's na sense i' tawkin' abaht faira-
tion wi' a Second Cham'er. I t isn't what they're for. TSecond 
Charu'er is to keep t'speed dahn. Lib'rals wants to get forrad, 
Toaries wants to stick wheer we are, an' tha ' r t capt 'cosd t 'Second 
('ham'or is o' t 'Toary side. Aw doan't see hah it could bo owt 
else. ' I t ' s two to one,' tha sez, ' an' ther 's noa fairation i' that . ' 
Fairation's nowt ta dew wi' t'case, lad. Duzta tawk abaht 
fairation when tha sees two bobbies luggin a druffen raffleloppin 
dahn to t 'hoil ? Duzta tell one on 'em ta leeave hod, an' gi'e 
t 'chap a fair chance to get off an ' smash a toathri shop windas ? 
Not if tha hez onny windas o' thy awn, tha duzn't. Aw doan't , 
chewsehah. Aw want him locked up wol he comes rahnd, if it 
taks twenty bobbies. T'Second Cham'er, lad, is t 'extra bobby. 
It isn't fairation, it 's plate-glass insewerance. 

" An' tha knaws, lad, this here hasty legislation's dahnrcyt 
dangerous. If we lied noa Second Cham'er, we sud be gettin' 
summat done afore we knew wheear we wor. What wi ' t 'closure, 
an ' t ' terranny o' t 'party system, an' that , ther's nowt as eeasy 
as gettiu' bills throo t'Halise o' Commons a t this day. Sonic 
madlin, we'll say, starts a crazy idee, for t ' taxation o' land vallys, 
or summat o' that , an' but for t 'Hahse o' Lords it 'ud to t 'law 
of t ' land i' noa time. He goas stumpin' up an' dahn t 'country-
side, an' he starts a paper, an' as like as not afore lie's turned o' 
sixty—if he nobbut starts young enough—ther'll lie monny a 
thalisand fowk 'at he's delewded well they're outmost as crazy 
as hissen. Then, if he hez a bit o' brass, he gets into Parlyment 
—an' if he hezn't, he can happen nobble sumb'dy 'at hez. An' 
for t 'next twenty or thirty yeear ther's a resylewtion moved i' 
t 'Hahse o' Commons reg'lnr ivery session. T'first on, ther's 
noab'dy taks na noatis on him. He's nobbut young. But it 's 
noan so long afore he gets a toathri voats, 'cos tha can get 
sumb'dy tu voat for ommost owt if tha sticks at it a bit. An' 
titer's t 'paper comin' aht ivery wick, that knaws, an' a fayoo 
ardent sperrits lectrin' up an' dahn, an' fowk's gotten agate o' 
tawkin' abaht it. By t ' t ime t 'chap's eighty-five or theerabahts 
yon resylewtion gets passed, an' t 'chap's that flustered wi' 
t'gooid news 'a t he hez vi'lent palpitation finishin' up wi' awse-
lix-ye, an' pops off. 

" Well, t 'mantle falls o' one o ' t ' a rden t sperrits, an' that theer 
resylewtion goas on yeear after yeear wol a t last ther's a toathri 
Toaries voats for it, an' t 'Lib'rals is ommost solid. T'ardent 
sperrit brings in a bill. Nowt comes o' that , 'cos he duzn' t 
get a place i ' t 'ba l lot , but he goas on tryin', an' i' another twenty 
or thirty yeear he leets lucky. T'bill's read a first time an' 
referred tul a Committee. Wol t'Committee's agate wi' t 'per-
amble t 'Government's turned aht 011 a voat o' censer, awin' to 
t'ineffieient state o' t 'coast defences o' t'Isle o' Man, an' ther's 
a general election. 

" Dewrin' this brief probeytionarv period, with which we've 
been deealin' up to nah. t'Socialists hes been fevtin' agean this 
land vallys idee tooith an' nail. They've said 'a t it wor nobbut 
a red herrin', an' warned t'democracy not to be led astray wi' 
Lib'ral an' Toary Willy-wi'-t'-Wisps, 'cos none wor jennywin 
unless it bore t ' red flag stamped on ivery packet. T'consequence 
o' that is 'at men o' t ' s tamp o' Lord Noa.sgay. 'at sees i' Socialism 
t 'end of a gooid deeal, he been led to think 'at tlier wor hapjien 
summat i' this land vallys idee, an' they'd lewk intul it when 
they'd nowt else on. One or two young blooids ameng t'Toaries 
putsi t i' therelectionaddresses. They're i' favour of a jewdicious 
scheeam on them theer lines, tha knaws, baht committin' thersen 
ta support onny particlar propoaaal. A Toary Government 

follas, an' for ten or twelve yeear at after ther's nowt but t 'amtv-
wal resylewtion, alius meetin' wi' vigorous opposition throo 
Sir Frederick Banburv, an' supported by varry neear iverybody 
else. 

" T'next time t 'Lib'rals comes inta pahr, they put it i' 
t King's Speech, an' i' t ' fowert session o' that theer Parlyment 
t Iter's a Government Bill browt in. Sir Frederick bein' dahn wi' 
t inflywenzy a t t ' time, noab'dy sez nowt agean it but Balfour, 
an' he confines hissen to pointin' aht ' a t titer's a deeal ' a t he 
duzn't agree wi', an' 'at- i' all his Pailymentary experience he 
niver seed a bill 'at wor drafted i' siclt a disgraceful style, an 
he taks leeave to daht if t 'minister responsible for t'measure 
knaws what it meeans liissen. All t 'same lie agrees wi' t 'prin-
ciple if ther is one, an' he hoaps they'll be able to patch it up i' 
Committee. Owin' to t'presser o' liizness, t'bill niver gets that 
far. They're balm to bring it in agean t 'next session, but one 
o' t 'members asses t ' l ' r ime Minister if he's aware 'at t 'German 
waiters 'at 's i' t 'employ o' t 'Kitchen Department o' t 'Hahsc 
is all reservists i' t ' Imperial army, an' if soa. what he's bahn ta 
<1< 'w abaht it. T'Prime .Minister, i' reply, sez s u m m a t ' a t can 
nobbut be interpreted to meean summat 'at. noa honourable 
gentleman owt ta say tul another baht a deeal o' provocation. 
Ther's a moation for adjournment, an' t 'Government's 
defecated. 

" . lus t afore this happens, one o' t 'members o' t ' l .L.P. ntaks 
a speych. He sez 'at t ' land taxes is nowt ta meean owt., an' 
wodn't dew a hawporth o' gooid ta noab'dy ; but, spevkin' for 
hissen, he's i' favour on 'em, 'cos it 'ud be t ' thin end o' t'wedge. 
That theer frank declaration is quoted all owor t'world. Sir 
Frederick soz, ' What did aw toll ye ? ' All t 'Toary papers 
tawks abaht t'thinly-veiled Socialist policy o' t'Liberals. lx>rd 
Noasgay sez it 's t 'end of all, an' a change o' Government, follad 
by a little war, turns fowk's attention elsewheer. Happen tha 
thinks tha 's heeard t 'last o' them land taxes ? Tha'rt mista'on. 
1' another seven or eight yeear titer's a Lib'ral G o v e r n m e n t , 
agean. They bring in a bill i' t 'first session, an' forces it through 
wi' t'gillytine at breeak-neck speed, nobbut allahin' seventy-
three days an' a hawf for discussion. Ther's a toathri triflin' 
amendments 'at redewees it to abaht hawf t 'strength, an' then 
it goas up to t 'Lords. And if we hedn't a Second Cham'er, 
tha t theer bill 'ud bo t'law o' t ' land afore, onnybody'd hed a 
chance o' makkin' thersen acquainted wi' its provisions. 

" Aye, lad. Doan' t tell me ther's no need o' Second ('ham'ers. 
But for t 'Hahse o' Lords, or summat sim'lar to tak t'place on't , 
a revylewtionary Government, carried inta pahr by one o' them 
theer unaccahntable waves o' poppylar feelin' to which demo-
cracies is subject, an' which constitewts ther chief danger throo 
t 'standpoint o' t 'stability o' t 'Constitewtion, t 'maintenance o' 
law an' order, an' respect for t ' reyts o' proiterty—sich a Govern-
ment, actin' baht a mandate, 'ud be able to wreck t'ship o' State, 
an' i' a whirlwind o' destructive fewry, consewm t'last remnants 
o' wer ancient glories i' t'lewrid fires o' Socialism. I t ' s enough 
to flav a boggart." 

The kitchen had become rather warm. 1 said good-night, 
and left Abe mopping his brow. 

F. J . N. 

LAND TITLES A DIALOGUE AND A RIFLE. 

When the Michigander bought 400 acres of land in Tennessee 
at a bargain, he understood tha t it was wild land, and he didn' t 
leant to the contrary until he visited the property. Then he 
found six families of squatters, each in possession of about twenty 
acres. Someone told hint tha t old Bill Thompson was the boss 
of the community, and that whatever he said the others would 
stick to. The Michigander therefore visited the old man's 
shanty, and opened business by saying: 

" Mr. Thompson, [ own all this land about here, and want 
to arrange matters with you." 

" Own all the land ? " queried the old man, as he looked 
his visitor over. 

" Yes. There are six families of you on my land. Do you 
want to pay me ground rent ? " 

" T skassly think we do. stranger—I skassly think so." 
" Then would you like to buy ? " 
" I can' t say as we would—I can' t say so. Can't be no 

mistake bein' yo'r land, eh ? " 
" Oh, no, I have the deeds here in my pocket. If you don ' t 

want to rent or buy, then I suppose you will vacate ? " 
B 2 
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" Docs t h a t mean git o f f—move awav 1 " 
" Yes." 
" Then 1 wouldn ' t skassly say t h a t we will v a c a t e — I skassly 

wouldn ' t . Yo' can show t h e m deeds, kin yo ' ? " 
" Ce r t a in ly ; will you k indly tell me wha t you will do in 

th is case ? " 
" Yaas, I th ink I will. There ' s m y deed to this yere claim 

on the hooks u p there, and yo' l l find all t he o thers hev t he 
same. Yo' k in see it, I reckon ? " 

" I see a rifle hang ing up the re , " replied the Michigander. 
" Wall, t h a t ' s the deed I ' v e had for the last 20 years, a n d 

nobody ha in ' t said i t wasn ' t a good one . " 
" Then you propose to h a n g on ? " 
" T h a t ' s m y idea, s t ranger , a n d when I once get an idea in to 

my head I ' m a p t to be se t . " 
" Then to come into possession of m y own, 1 mus t resor t to 

law ? " asked the r igh t fu l owner. 
" S k a s s l y t h a t , s t ranger . I n the fu s t place the Lawd made 

Tennessee f u r Tennesseeans, and not for Michiganders. In 
the second plaeo there h a i n ' t no law a r o u n d yere to appea l to . 
In the th i rd place the o ther five men a re a m b u s h e d along t he trail , 
a n d if yo ' cont inue to th ink yo ' own this land 1 d o n ' t th ink 
yo' l l gi t ou te r t he woods a l ive ." 

" You 'd assassinate mo for claiming 'ny own, would von ? " 
demanded the f r ightened b u t i ra te Wolverine. 

" Skassly fu r claiming yo ' own, s t ranger , bu t fu r c laimin ' 
ours. Did they tell yo ' in town how m a n y owners of this land 
h a d showed up in the last 20 years ? " 

" No." 
^ " Wall, I ' ve got, ' em notched on t h e s tock of t h a t a r rifle. 

Ion notches, I reckon ; a n d t h a t a in ' t coun t ing two sheriffs and 
a oonstable. Stranger , d 'ye w a n t to leave ye r address u p in 
Michigan, so 's I kin answer a n y inquiries f rom yer wife ? " 

" I — 1 d o n ' t th ink so." 
" J u s t as yo ' feel a b o u t it. Hev yo' changed yer mind 

a b o u t the land ? " ' 
t I th ink I have. I own if, bu t I won ' t t a k e possession." 

T h a t ' s k ' rec t . Might sell it to someone else ? " 
" Yes, I'll d o t h a t . " 
" A n d let h i m come down here to run us off a n d m a k e n u m b e r 

'even on t h a t rifle stock ? T h a t ' s yo ' r best way. And now I'll 
send a bo.v on ahead of yo ' to say to our fellows that, yo ' are 
in love wi th Michigan, and d o n ' t keer a d u r n fu r Tennessee 
a n d 1 reckon yo' l l gi t back h o m e all r ight . ' D a y to yo ' . s ah ' 
a n d if vo' feel like smokin ' , t h e m vere deeds will be a good t h i n " 
t o l ight yer pipe w i t h . " — N E W Y O R K H E R A L D 

H E R E AND T H E R E , 

" W h a t is the baby crying f o r , my child ? " 
" I d u n n o ; 'e's a lw'ys 'c rying. I never came acrawst anyone 

wot looks upon t he da rk side of things as 'e does."—PUNCH. 
* * * 

Old Scotsman ( to his son. who has jus t r e tu rned f rom a 
business t r ip to L o n d o n ) : " Weel, laddie, a n d what dae ye th ink 
o the English noo ? " 

Soil : " Oh, I d i d ' n t h a v e much of a chance t o s t u d y t h e m 
You see, I only had to do with t he heads of d e p a r t m e n t s ! "— 

P U N C H . 
* * * 

Mr. Joseph Edwards , Ed i to r of t he L A N D R E F O R M E R S ' H A N D -
ROOK. has removed from Palace Square . Norwood His new 
address is 88, Anerley P a r k . London , S .E . 

* * * 

On J u n e 24th , s ix farms with several small holdings a n d .'17 
cot tages belonging to Lord Lansdowne will lie sold. °They are 
the F o x h a m es ta tes a n d ex tend t o about, 1,010 acres, in the 
ne ighbourhood of Ch ippenham and Ovine, Wiltshire. 

* * * 

The " People ' s B u d g e t , " the W o r k m e n ' s Compensat ion Act,, 
a n d t he Por t of London Bill have no t only combined to throw' 
our poor peoplo o u t of employment , b u t have caused our 
suppor te r s t o d r o p thei r subscr ipt ions towards God's work in 
th is waters ide parish. We are in dire s t ra i t s as to how wo are 
to ca r ry on our many works a n d to relieve the sick and poor, 
a n d I earnes t ly b?seeohall who can t o come t o our aid. D m ilic. is 
in money or artioles for our jumble sales will be gra tefu l ly 
received.—The Rev. Herber t Williams, The Clergy House 
Tower Bridge, S . E . — Agony Column, M O R N R N O F O S T . 

The E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E of M;>v 7th tells us t h a t : — 
The City of London owns Irish freehold es ta tes in Der ry , 

Coleraine and Culmore, consisting most ly of town land. The 
r en t for the pas t year was £14,928. Other a m o u n t s b rough t 
the revenue up to £15,752. £9,253 was spen t in Ireland and t he 
difference t aken t o London. 

* * * 

The G L A S G O W H E R A L D of May 10th s t a t ed t h a t Mr. J . M. 
Barrie entered yes te rday upon his fiftieth year . As a journal is t 

l in N o t t i n g h a m his favour i te political subjec ts arc said to h a v e 
[ be en Mr. Chamberla in , then in his Radical phase, and H e n r y 

George. When Barr ie went, to London in 1885 his mo the r 
warned him to be careful to walk in t he middle of the s t ree t , 
never to ven tu re ou t a f t e r sunset , and a lways to lock u p every-
th ing before leaving his rooms. 

* * * 

Canada .—£10 to £20 buys plot of land, size 33 by 132 fee t , 
in " Rosslyn Townsi to " near For t -Wil l iam, t he coming Com-
mercial a n d Indus t r ia l City of Canada. 

The largest grain elevators in the world are here d i s t r ibu t ing 
t o Eu rope 90 per cent, of the grain grown in the Canadian 
Nor th-West . 

" The Canadian Pacif ic ," " The Grand T r u n k Pacific," a n d 
" The Canadian Nor the rn Ra i lways , " all make th is ci ty a cent ra l 
te rminus . 

This is ail excellent oppo r tun i t y for t he small investor . 
Fo r plans and pamphle t app ly to t he Secre tary , T h e 

S t r a thcona Goal a n d Exp lo ra t ion Syndicate , L td . , 90, Mitchell 
S t ree t , Glasgow.—GLASGOW HERALD, Advt . 

* * * 

Mr. Owen Seaman , Edi tor of PUNCH, was en te r t a ined t o d inner 
at, the Authors ' Club on April 25th. In responding to the t oas t 
of his hoalth he said there was a s tory whose hallowed 
an t i qu i t y ough t to p ro tec t i t against f u r t he r exploi ta t ion, b u t 
he was t emp te d to repea t i t . because i t offered certain analogies 
to t h e present s i tuat ion. There were three characters in t he 
s tory , a blue-bot t le a n d two Scotsmen. (Laughter . ) The 
s to ry a t once s t ruck a note of probabi l i ty by showing the Scots-
men dr inking whisky. (Laughter . ) The blue-bot t le buzzed 
on t he pane, otherwise profound silence reigned. This was 
broken by one of the Scotsmen t ry ing to locate t he blue-bot t le 
with zoological exact i tude . Said this S c o t s m a n : " Sandy, I 
a m th inking if yon fly is a birdie or a beas t ie ." The o ther 
r ep l i ed : " Man, d o n ' t spoil good whisky with religious conver-
sa t ion . " (Laughter . ) H e was tempted to ask himself and 
t h e m why it was t h a t t hey should spoil the a f t e r effects of a n 
excellent dinner by an academic discussion on British humour . 

* * * 

The Land Clauses of the Budge t appea r to have given dis-
sat isfact ion. and according to ou r correspondent farmers antici-
pa te less generosi ty t h a n former ly f r o m thei r landlords ill improve-
ments upon their homesteads, the dra in ing of land, and similar 
mat te r s .—TIMES, M a y 23. 

* * * 

Felixstowe U r b a n Council has let 229 beach tent sites on the 
sea f r o n t by auct ion for £790. 

* * * 

U N D E R G R O U N D T O M A N C H E S T E R . — T h e distance between Eng-
land ' s capital a n d the g rea t centre of Free Trade and the cot ton in-
dus t ry having now been covered by coach, t ra in , a n d motor-car , on 
foot , bicycle, and wheel-harrow, by water and by aii»—in every-
way, in fact , bu t one—it lias been left to T H E D A I L Y N E W S . 
the only o ther paper besides T H E D A I L Y M A I L which publishes 
a Manchester as well as a London edition, to offer a handsome 
guerdon to the first aboriginal or natural ised Engl ishman who 
can traverse the route by burrowing. 

The condit ions of the competi t ion are as fo l lows: The s t a r t 
mus t t ake place within a four-mile radius of T H E D A I L Y N E W S 
offices in Bouverie Stn-et, and the finish must occur opposi te 
the Manchester Town Hall in Allied Square. The t ime occupied 
must not, Ixi more t h a n twenty- four weeks, and compet i tors 
mus t n o t come u p of tener than six times to blow. The sole 
implement tha t m a y bo used besides the h a n d s and feet is an 
ord inary spade, ad judged and declared to be such by, jo int ly , 
the ed i tor of T H E D A I L Y N E W S and the Minister of Agriculture.' 
The objec ts a imed a t in this enterprise will b e : 

(1) The a d v a n c e m e n t of the " Back to the L a n d " m o v e m e n t . 
(2) The survey of ungot ten minerals. 
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(3) The promot ion of an interior and local en thus iasm as 
opposed to the spirit of Imper ia l pride. ( " W h a t do they know 
of England who only know her on the t o p ? " ) 

I t is an t ic ipa ted t h a t the generous reward offered (£105, 
in spade guineas) will s t imula te a large number of intrepid 
talpiators (or mole-men) to make the hazardous a t t e m p t , and 
incidental ly t o re-create his tory. 

LATER.—Mr. G. K . Chester ton has s ta r ted . He left the 
cellars of the " Cheshire Cheese " a t 8 p.m. last n ight , with 
no provisions bu t a s lab of chocolate a n d two bott les of barley 
wine. H e is burrowing hard . 

L A T E SPECIAL.—Mr. L . G. Chiozza-Money is following in Mr. 
Chester ton 's wake. H e s t a r t ed f rom P raed St ree t Underground , 
and expects t o crop u p a t Blisworth Junc t ion by the subway 
in abou t four weeks' t ime. The greates t exc i tement prevails 
al>ove t h e probable line of route.--PUNCH. 

POLITICAL SPEECHES AND WRITINGS. 

MR. H E M M E R D E ON V A L U A T I O N . 

Speaking in the th i rd read ing deba te of t he Budge t on April 
27th, Mr. H e m m e r d e s a i d : — 

1 a m going to deal wi th t h a t very quest ion. As a member 
of the L a n d Group in this House, the members of which are 
popularly supposed to have h a d some influence in inducing the 
Government t o t ake up th is grea t exper iment in t axa t ion , 1 
am very glad to have t he oppor tun i ty of saying a few words 
upon th is quest ion on t he eve of the depa r tu re of t h e Budget 
to ano ther place, where it is likely to mee t with a more fr iendly 
reception t h a n before, a l though we a re a lways told t h a t i t is 
passed only b y a minor i ty of this House. W e are told t h a t , 
bu t n o b o d y believes i t , otherwise t he Lords would promptly 
throw the Budget ou t again. I t is merely ano the r piece of 
electioneering or journalist ic c lap- t rap. 1 wish to say something 
abou t t he ex t r ao rd ina ry misconceptions as t o t h e principles 
of this L a n d Group. The hon . and learned member for Nor th 
Louth , du r ing these debates , has told us t ha t m a n y English 
members , who are wha t h e calls single-taxers, t h ink t h a t 
agricultural land should bear t he bu rden of the rest of t he land, 
and a noble v iscount opposite ha s informed us t h a t he imagines 
tha t , with t he except ion of a few single-taxers below the Gangway 
on this side, t he view generally t aken in this House is t h a t agricul-
ture is f a r too jieavily burdened . Bo th these gent lemen, and 
many of the i r colleagues, a re labouring under a n ent i re miscon-
ception as t o t he objects and principles of this L a n d Group , which 
numbers probably over 100 members in t he present House of 
Commons. F a r f rom believing t h a t agr icul ture could bear 
new burdens , our whole ease is, and a lways has been, t h a t i t is 
already over-burdened. Where we differ f rom right hon. and 
hon. gent lemen opposite is n o t in our view as to the heavv 
burdens u p o n agr icul ture ; b u t whereas they engage in perpe tua l 
moanings as to those burdens wi thout making a single suggestion 
as to how they can be diminished, we have definite proposals 
as t o their al leviat ion, a n d we in tend to give an enthusias t ic 
suppor t t o the Government proposals, because we see in them 
the complet ion of the first s t ep bv which alone our proposals 
can approach fulf i lment . If t he Opposit ion are right in their 
es t imate of t he views a n d principles of t he Land Group in this 
House, when t h e Government proposed to leave out the agricul-
turists f rom the purview of t he Budge t taxes , you would have 
expected ind ignan t remonstrances f rom those benches. As 
a ma t t e r of f a c t we had no th ing of t he sort . W h a t we have 
always felt was t he great va lue of the. Governmen t proposaLs: 
was t h a t by t h e m we were t o get a complete va luat ion . If 
the G o v e r n m e n t h a d for a m o m e n t wavered—PS some of the 
Government Press wavered, and as some members upon these 
benches wavered—in their desire for a complete valuat ion, 
the Government would soon h a v e been able to es t imate exact ly 
t he s t rength of t he Land Group . They never wavered on them, 
and therefore we have all th rough given t h e m a cordial and 
enthusiast ic suppor t . The proposals of the Government , as a 
ma t t e r of fac t , have always s t ruck us as being open to grave 
tactical objec t ions , in t ha t t he burden which they impose is a 
cumulat ive burden , r a the r t han a subs t i tu t ive burden. My friends 
and I were, a n a are, in favour of the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values 
which would cover all land, agricul tural a n d u rban , b u t — a n d 
this is the poin t which is never really unders tood, or is ignored, 
by hon. gent lemen opposi te , and if i t is unders tood is a lways 

ignored by some hon. members on th is side of t he House , such 
as t he hon. gent leman for t he Spen Valley Division of Yorkshire , 
whose denuncia t ion of t h e principles which we hold is o f ten , 
perhaps for tuna te ly for himself , more outspoken in this House 
t h a n in his own constituency— a l though we wish the t ax to cover 
all land, agr icul tural as well as u rban , we would n o t make 
the effect of the t a x cumula t ive , but in subs t i tu t ion for the rates , 
which now fall with most unfair incidence upon agricultural 
enterprise. We realise that, the burdens upon agricultural 
land are too heavy—because the burdens upon unoccupied 
building land a n d undeveloped land a n d under-developed land 
are too light. 

Year a f t e r year the chambers of agr icul ture in this count ry 
protes t agains t the unfair way in which agricul tural land is 
burdened by a x e s - bv t he educat ion ra te , the Poor I^aw relief 
ra te , and the main roads rate . Day a f t e r day , week a f t e r week, 
year a f te r year , hon. gent lemen opposi te ident i fy themselves 
in general te rms with these complaints . When in office they 
a d o p t the c lumsy expedient of the Agricultural Rates Act, to 
which we object , n o t because we begrudge the relief t o agricul-
ture , b u t because t he relief of ten goes in to the wrong hands. 
U n d e r present, condit ions the burden of the ra tes is easily shi f ted , 
a n d the benefi t in tended for the r a t epaye r is easily a n d o f ten 
absorbed by the landlords. How can agricul ture be relieved 
of these unfa i r burdens ? Someone m u s t pay ra tes a n d taxes , 
and someone in our own coun t ry ; because a t present we are a 
long way off the U top i a in which every foreigner pays the taxes 
of his neighbours , who, in t u rn in some myster ious way, lives 
t a x free, while tliev pay bis. Con these burdens be relieved by 
Tariff Reform, because Tariff Reformers are very quick to appre-
ciate these burdens , especially when they arc, addressing chambers 
of agr icul ture ? Considering t h a t n o Tariff Reformer has 
ever ye t suggested how under a sys tem of tariffs we can meet 
t he present Imper ia l obligations, i t is qui te obvious t h a t Tariff 
Reform could n o t possibly mee t the t ransference of these very 
heavy local burdens to the Imper ia l Exchequer . If Tariff Reform 
canno t meet, the t ransference, agr icul ture mus t go on paying 
these burdens, or mus t find some o ther way to mee t them. 
The only hope 1 can see for a successful and adequa te r ead jus t -
men t of local burdens lies in t he Valua t ion Clauses of the Budget . 
I would like to poin t ou t , especially to some of m y f r iends on 
t he Irish benches, t h a t va lua t ion has two aspects . I t is necessary 
for t he relief of present burdens , as well as for the imposition of 
new ones. As a means of securing a per fec t system of valuat ion 
there is much to be said for t h e Budge t taxes , and a grea t deal 
has been said for them. Al though we t h ink , as I have s t a t ed , 
t h a t the Governmen t p lan is unnecessarily c lumsy and 
tact ical ly a source of no li t t le diff iculty, i t is impossible to 
exaggera te the impor tance of wha t we get by this present 
Budget . Tact ical ly , I th ink , t he Governmen t plan is open to 
this grave object ion : No one is obviously relieved by the plan. 
The fac t t h a t taxes are addi t ional instead of subs t i tu t ive depr ives 
us of t h a t large measure of the suppo r t which a subs t i tu t ive 
scheme certainly would br ing us. For in a subs t i tu t ive scheme 
there would be thousands of people who would be obviously 
and manifes t ly relieved by a reduction in their ra tes , a n d 
would therefore give us their enthus ias t ic suppor t . Under 
t he Government scheme th is gain, though in a measure real— 
because they do get some relief of ra tes—is, as a ma t t e r of fac t , 

a good deal smaller You find pract ical ly every one who 
has ever s tud ied the housing question in this count ry has come 
t o the conclusion t h a t the sys tem by which wo ra te improvements 
in this coun t ry is no t only absolute ly unfa i r to indus t ry , and 
par t icular ly to t he poor, b u t i t is the ve ry sys tem t h a t makes 
for overcrowding in this count ry . If hon. members do n o t 
accept t h a t 1 would like to give an instance. I can t a k e one 
f rom a I-ancashire town which is p robably known t o m a n y hon . 
members . A few years ago t h a t prosperous Lancashire town , 
with a great, co t ton indus t ry , was pract ical ly land-locked. I t 
could no t develop in any direction. Af te r a few years of this , 
one of the leading landowners died. His executors were r a the r 
more progressive. Certain land came in to the market . W h a t 
was the result ? Prior to t h a t land coming into the m a r k e t 
all the evils of overcrowding were in t h a t growing town. Direct ly 
a f t e r the land came into the market t he town developed with a 
rush, and within ten years there were 10,000 looms added to 
t h a t Lancashire town, employing 3.000 people directly, and 
indirectly 10,000 more people. Ye t people tell us t h a t t he 
t a x upon L a n d Values will do no th ing to prevent overcrowding ; 
will do no th ing to cause employment ! I can give an instanoe 
in m y own const i tuency in answer to t h e hon. gent leman who 
spoke last. No land hunger ! W h a t a b o u t the village of Chirk 
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in Denbighshire ? There you have 1,000 men employed a t a 
couple of collieries. Anothe r member of this House and myself 
tr ied to get land for these men who were living under horrible 
and beast ly conditions. The three landowners s tuck out for 
prices varying f rom £800 to £1,100 per ac ie for land which 
is ra ted a t £1 per acre. Those facts are known to o ther members 
of this House. 1 have challenged them on t he p la t fo rm, and 
they arc n o t denied because they cannot, be denied. There 
in t ha t village, are living, in sight of t he mos t beaut i ful land 
in this c o u n t r y , some of the finest men and women of the 
count ry , and living under condit ions not fit for beasts, and all 
because people hold u p the land. These proposals will do some-
th ing for t h e m , for we shall be able t o say to these landowners : 
" On wha t basis do you value your land, £1,000 per acre ? 
Very well, pay on t ha t basis." They will soon get t ired of paying 
upon t ha t basis. It is for t h a t reason t ha t these people and 
m a n y like them- -realising t h a t in t he Valuat ion Clauses lies 
the whole sa lvat ion of rural Eng land , get up and say : " The 
th ing is impossible ; you canno t value land a p a r t f rom improve-
ments . " H, has been in existence in America for years, and in 
Australasia for years and years . It can be done, and it is 
going to be done, and if is going to be of greater a d v a n t a g e to 
rural England than a n y t h i n g t h a t could possibly lie done in 
this country . 1 hope t h a t Irish members , when t h e y realise 
t he impor tance of this question to England, will shor t ly realise 
t he impor tance of this question to I re land also, and to t he small 
holders in Ireland. 

MR. D E V L I N ON T H E B U D G E T . 
In the same debate , Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.F. for West Belfas t , 

said :— 
Last J a n u a r y t he hon. Member for Cork City (Mr. O'Brien) 

submi t t ed t he question of this Budge t , I unders tand , as t he 
vital quest ion on which he forced a cand ida t e c.f his own against 
me in Wes t Belfast . As one who has remained silent th rough 
all these controversies in this House, a n d as one who has listened 
With a m a z e m e n t f rom t ime to t ime to t he remarks f rom t h e Tory 
Benches t h a t the Irish P a r l i a m e n t a r y p a r t y are opposed to the 
Budge t . I rise as a representa t ive of I re land to give the Budget 
m y unqualified suppor t . This Budge t next to H o m e Rule 
was the great issue on which I fought m y contest in West Belfast . 
The hon. Member for Cork City sent down his cand ida te in order 
t o dra w National is t votes f rom me with the money of Lord 
Dunraven and the Tories. H e now challenges us to go t o the 
count ry . May 1 poin t ou t t h a t it is we who are forcing the 
election, i t is we who want him to go to the count ry , anc^T am 
confident if he does he will receive t h e same answer in Cork 
t h a t I gave him in Belfast when I bea t the combinat ion of 
conver ted National is ts and Tories, ano raised m y m a j o r i t y 
f rom 1G to 600. One would imagine to hear the speeches of 
some of these gent lemen t ha t the only people in I re land were 
the landlords and distillers. Thev ta lk abou t the f a rmer s— 
these gentlemen who added £17,000.000 t o t he cost of I r ish 
land. The gentlemen who t a lk here a b o u t this Budge t throwing 
an addi t ional burden of £430,000 upon I re land are the gent lemen 
who raised Irish land f rom seventeen years ' purchase t o twen ty -
eight. 

They are here not in the interests of t he farmers , but in 
t he interests of the p lutocra ts , the reactionaries, and the 
landlords. . . . 

The Budge t which has been in t roduced is, in m y opinion, 
someth ing more than a financial measure ; it is a great democra t ic 
ins t rument . They have not told Ireland that you propose, 
a n d t h a t this Budge t is to be the in s t rumen t by which you will 
carry your proposal ou t , to deal with af fores ta t ion , with drainage, 
with the general development of the count ry , and with all those 
grea t rural grievances, which are deeply felt in every branch 
of rura l life in I re land. There is to me a bigger quest ion even 
t h a n t h a t . There is n o t one of the social curses t ha t apply 
to the great cities of Great Britain which we a o not feel in 
Belfast , and all the Dimraven meet ings to be held from now to 
Doomsday would not do half as much to bring into communion 
a n d into a harmonious relat ionship P ro te s t an t s and Catholics 
t h a n one speech on the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values f rom the right 
hon. gen t l eman the Lord Advocate (Mr. Urc). In the ci ty of 
Belfast there are sweated women and sweated ohiloren : there 
are unemployed men who feel t he curse and the charac ter of (he 
whole social system as deeply as you do in your coun t ry ; and 
I want to know, ant I, as a representa t ive "of these people, to 
s i t here and listen to all (hose fiscal fables (,,fd f v r , m these benches 

in the supposed interests ol t he distillers a n d landlords whilst 
m y cons t i tuents and the people are to be robbed of all these 
beneficient advan tages which we hope t o secure t h rough t h e 
ageDcy and operat ion of this Budge t ? There a re children in 
Belfast with wizened faces, old before t hey ever know wha t i t is 
to be young, who go to work a t s ix o'clock in t he morning a n d 
work till six o'clock a t n ight for three shillings a week. T h e y 
work a n d toil and work and toil, and i t is recorded t h a t on an 
average they die a t th i r ty-nine. They are n o t t o count . You 
mus t t ake away t he money f rom old age pensioners who now 
have earned their pensions by arr iving at the age of seven ty 
in order t h a t the margin may be given in e x t r a years ' purchase 
to the landlords. Have they n o t got enough ? W h y d o n o t 
some of these ex-democra ts who exhibi t all this passion for 
t he distillers and the landlords t h ink of their be t te r and higher 
and nobler days when they fough t for t he people ? There is a 
generat ion rising u p in Ireland who are t ired of all th is h u m b u g : 
there is a generat ion rising u p in I re land who will never l)e satisfied 
with t he hysterical shriekings of p layed-out politicians, a n d 
who are not going to be led by lords or noodles. The I r i sh 
democracy, like t he English democracy, are enl ightened a n d 
educa ted ; t hey know what, t h e y wan t , and they arc de te rmined 
to have it. T believe t h a t this Budge t proposes to give t h e m some 
of the th ings t h e y wan t , and , when the j u d g m e n t of t he people 
is taken on this Budget, i t will be unequivocal ly in f avour of i t . 

MR F . S M I T H ON L A N D V A L U E S . 

Speaking sit a meet ing of t he Uni ted Club in the Waldorf 
Ho te l on April 29th , Mr. F . E. Smi th , Unionist M.F. for the 
Wal ton Division of Liverpool, said :— 

I could n o t help th inking that, the grea tes t i l luminat ion was 
to be derived f rom the his tory of the i r opponents since the 
in t roduct ion of the Budget . Before then there was hard ly 
a seat in Eng land t h a t was safe for the Government . Then the 
Budge t was in t roduced. I t was useless for t h e m as a p a r t y 
to pretend or argue t h a t there was no t in f ac t a f u n d a m e n t a l 
dis t inct ion between land and other subjec ts of ownership. The 
essential physical consideration t h a t land was, a f t e r all, l imited 
in ex ten t in a sense which was no t t rue of any o ther commod i ty 
did make a difference—not in the f u n d a m e n t a l art icle of the i r 
policy t h a t if the S ta te took any th ing for a public purpose 
it should pay for i t a t commercial r a t e s—but in the degree ot 
control which might be asserted by the c o m m u n i t y over land 
on purely public grounds (hear , hear) . 

So far as he knew, no Conservat ive h a d ever "approved of the 
l and proposals in the Budget . I t was flagrantly and demons t rab ly 
u n j u s t , for t he purposes of t axa t ion , to impose burdens upon 
men who h a d invested their money in land which were, n o t t o be 
imposed on men who had invested it in a n y o ther commodi ty . 
B u t t h a t was a to ta l ly different proposit ion f rom saying t h a t , 
tor purposes of municipal ra t ing , you migh t ent i t le the municipali-
ties to readjus t the basis on which their sys tem of oppidan ra t ing 
depended. 

L A N D V A L U E S D E B A T E I N T H E H O U S E O F COMMONS. 

On April 27th , 1910, Mr. Verney moved :— 
T h a t , in the opinion of this House, the present sys tem 

of t axa t ion , ra t ing, and tenure of land tends to res t r ic t the 
bes t use of the land and the applicat ion to i t of capi ta l and 
labour , thereby hindering the product ion of weal th and 
causing unemploymen t . " 
Mr. Walsh in seconding sa id :—Al though land is indeed 

valuable in the agricultural distr icts ' i t is infinitely more valuable 
for the e lementa ry necessities of life in the u r b a n distr icts , and 
we find tha t wha tever discovery is made, whatever work's are 
erected, if you sink a coal-mine, if you s t a r t a fac tory , if you 
develop a rai lway, whatever m a y "be the useful purpose to 
which you set yourself, you are t rea ted n o t as a benefac tor , 
b u t very largely as a malefactor , and the enemy of the h u m a n 
race. 

I can give as a case in po in t the council on which I sat a s a 
member shor t ly a f t e r the yea r 1894. A rai lway runs t h rough 
tha t little township about six miles in length. T h a t ra i lway 
was ra ted to the general dis t r ic t r a t e s of the town at near ly 
£15.000. or at the ra te of £2,500 per mile, l i r e improvements 
b rough t abou t by this rai lway were very great , but the land-
owners in t ha t par t icular a rea received" all the benefit, while 
t he rai lway, which h a d really been a great boon to the d is t r ic t 
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and a still greater boon to the landowners, was burdened with 
taxation and assessed a t the rate of £15,000 a year. A little 
later on coal mining proper ty was developed very largely. 

Before the town had possessed a rural character, but af ter 
that it became a very hive of industry. Land which at the 
highest agricultural value had not been worth more than £2 an 
acre began to yield rentals of £50 per acre, and the persons who 
were in receipt of this profit did not contribute one half-penny 
to local taxat ion, the whole burden falling entirely upon the 
workers and those who may be euphemistically described as 
" captains of industry ." At least we can say to the credit of 
the mine owners t h a t they did take some risk—and they were 
prepared to invest their money in the hope tha t thev were, 
engaging in a profitable enterprise. They did take the risk 
and they paid all the local rates. Tramways were constructed, 
new schemes of lighting and new streets were mad", and large 
aggregations of men came together, and all the elements and 
needs of civilised society had to be met, and the whole cost 
of these new conditions fell not upon the men who were reaping 
the immense values to create which they had not lifted hand 
or foot, but upon those who developed the enterprise, either 
bv brains or capital, as in the case of the colliery owners and the 
railway companv, or else upon the working men who wore 
risking life and limb every day in these enterprises. Surely 
tha t is a condition of things which nobody can contend is equit-
able. 

I noticed an Amendment, on the paper in the name of the 
hon. member for Cockermouth (Sir J o h n Randies) which proposes 
to call a t tent ion to unemployment and to insert in this motion 
after the word " l a n d " the words " w h e n coupled with the 
free importat ion of competing foreign products not subjected 
to similar burdens." 1 am not going to enlarge upon that, 
special amendment , b u t I would like to ask the hon. member 's 
at tention to the question whether it is not a fact that in every 
nation in the world where they have a similar system of land 
holding to tha t which exists in the British Isles, and where 
they have a similar system of rating and taxation you do not 
have exactly the same evils complained of in the shape of wide-
spread unemployment, continual recurring depression, and 
dislocation of industry as you have in the British Isles. That 
is beyond all dispute, whatever may be the nature of your 
fiscal'system. This is a quack remedy which is suggested by 
the hon. member, and tha t is the last word I am going to say-
about it. Instead of t reat ing the people who initiate and 
develop indust ry as, being folks deserving of credit and deserving 
to have their enterprise assisted and encouraged, our present 
system of ra t ing does everything to discourage and to thrott le 
their efforts. Let me give a case in point. We have very near 
the division I represent, a great colliery company. I t sank a 
great amoun t of capital, lost thousands of pounds upon the enter-
prise, paid away in royal ty rents alone £10,000, and was met 
by the royal ty owner half-way through the term of the lease 
by a request for a greater royalty. So great had been the local 
burden of taxat ion, tha t it was ut ter ly impossible for the colliery 
company to pay. They s a i d : " We really cannot go on." 
The rovaltv owner insisted upon his demand, and the colliery 
had to be closed. The royal ty owner took over the shaf ts and 
the cottage property. In the meantime he had escaped all 
local taxation, and he paid very little indeed to Imperial taxation. 
Therefore, whatever enterprise the community engages in, is 
constantly bringing grist to the mill of the private landowner, 
and the burdens piled upon the general community make 
it more and more difficult for the community to meet its increasing 
needs. 

During the last ten years the town of Wigan has increased 
in rateable value by 30 per cent. The chances are t ha t on an 
average £25,000 a year has been added to the rateable value 
during that p?riod. That really means that to the owners of 
the ground rents there has been given this very large sum. It 
simply tends to check and to thwar t the development and the 
industries of the place, and because of the high rates to-dav 
we find that, town, like many other towns, unable to make that 
advance in general improvements which it really ought to make. 
The one person or the one body of persons who sit like " the 
Old Man of the Sea " upon the shoulders of every real improve-
ment, checking the improvement, holding it back, and in many 
cases making enterprise impossible, are the people, who escape 
local taxat ion, and who are paving as the days go on an ever 
lessening share of Imperial taxation, namely, the land-owners 
of the country. 

Every- necessity of health, every amenity, and every social 
eform send up the value of t'\ • land. Hon. members on the 

other side say, " Tax luxuries." There may be a good deal 
to lie said for that , but our present system of ra t ing and of 
taxat ion taxes necessities. There is no greater necessity t han 
to have freedom to breathe and decent housing conditions whereby 
our people can live a decent Christian life. Is that possible 
in the great cities of to-day ? I hope, as indeed everyone must 
hope, that it is becoming a t least a little more possible because 
of the trend of general legislation and because of the awakening 
responsibility of the nation ; but. if ever there was a city that 
suffered from congestion, it is the city that 1 am proud to own 
as my native place—the City of Liverpool. 

Very many years ago Liverpool endeavoured to provide 
for the needs of its people, and they constructed a t great expense 
a fine park—Sefton T'ark. They paid to the man who was 
good enough to let them have the land £250,000 for the land 
alone, and thev spent in generally improving the site another 
£150,000. The landowner, the Earl of Sefton, retained the 
whole of the building frontage. They spent on tha t park, in 
order to enable that great community to breathe more freely, 
£ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 , and the whole of t ha t immense burden fell upon the 
rates. The immensely increased value of the land, of course, 
sent up the rent-roll of my Lord of Sefton. He sat on velvet 
all the time. Then we wonder, when these conditions can be 
multiplied by the tens of thousands all the country over, why 
the rates are high and why every dividend-paying company 
every half-year sends out piteous appeals to its shareholders 
to try and get hold of the local governing councils in order 
to keep down the rates. 

Liverpool, which, as everyone of course knows, is a great 
commercial city, had need not, very long ago, for a new 
post office. The Government built a new post office. 
Land, of course, was again required, and ray Lord of 
Derby was kind enough to provide the land. The land for 
which not a single halfpenny had ever been paid in the history 
of the whole of his family became worth to my Lord of Derby 
£100,000. The nat ion spent another £150,000 upon the erection 
of a building, and in tha t instance alone £250,000 wore saddled 
upon Imperial taxation. The landowner gains £250,000. and 
pays, I suppose, something like 9d. in the £ income tax and 
beiieves ho is very badly h i t a t tha t . A little later, when we 
t ry to improve things a bit he believes himself to be cruelly 
wronged, suggests the nation should be consulted, and hangs 
up the Budget in the meantime. That is the kind of t r ea tmen t 
we are receiving. 

Sir John Randies moved as an amendment , af ter the word 
" land " [" rat ing and tenure of land " ] to insert the words, 
" when coupled with the free importat ion of comjieting foreign 
products not subject to similar burdens." 

. . . I am going to touch on the point raised by the seconder. 
He expressed his dissatisfaction with the rat ing and taxat ion of 
land, and I might have some sympathy with him, but, I notice 
t h a t he rejects my remedy as a quack remedy. Still there, is a 
good deal to be said for it, and while I agree t h a t the system 
of rating and taxat ion is not a happy one as far as the remedy 
of the hon. member was concerned, it seemed to me to be this, 
put more rates and taxes on the land. 

Mr. C'arlile in seconding the amendment sa id :— 
We on this side of the House believe in the magic of ownership. 

Some of us perhaps own a piece of land, and know from our own 
personal experience tha t even if the land produces very little or 
nothing for us, yet the sense of ownership makes us concentrate 
our energies and at tention upon it, and we are willing to make 
sacrifices for it. How much more would tha t be the case with 
occupiers if, instead of having the prospect all his life of making 
these eternal payments to the County Council, with no prospect 
of ever coming any nearer the, ownership of his holding, he had 
the prospect upon which the pa r ty with which I am associated 
has already concentrated its mind, tha t every yearly contri-
bution which he makes towards the purchase of the property 
was bringing him nearer to the day when he would become 
absolute owner of the soil. 

Mr. R a f f a n : Thv hon. member for Cockermouth (Sir J . 
Randies), in an eloquent peroration, asked why our people 
are required to go to lands where their labour is protected 
to make openings for themselves. I should like to ask where 
are those countries ? Do our workmen seek openings for them-
selves in the protected countries of I taly, Spain or Russia ? 
The hon. member talked about Germany, t am not afraid to deal 
with Germany. But Germany does not cover the whole map of 
Europe. There are all the other protected countries in Europe. 
From which of those countries is there not a larger emigration 
t h a n from this country ? But our people do not even go to 
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Germany. The vast majori ty of the 200,000 of whom the hon. 
member spoke go to our own Colonies. It is surprising to hear 
those who uphold so strongly the desirability of cementing 
our Empire bewailing the fact that men are going out to Canada 
and Australia for the purpose of building up the Empire by acting 
as colonists. I t may be said tha t some of them go to the United 
States. That is true. Hut what is happening in the United 
States a t the present moment ? Under the scientific tariff in 
America, which appears to l>c working so admirably in the eyes 
of those who framed it, there is widespread indignation, as is 
shown by the recent election. Not only are the people voting 
against it, but they arc crossing in tens of thousands over the 
border into Canada. Is tha t because of the tariff ? Is the tariff 
in Canada higher than the tariff in the United States V Does 
the tariff in Canada protect hotter than the tariff in the United 
States V No. The reason is that in Canada they have still 
free land, and wherever men can get free access to the land the 
problem of unemployment does not arise. Men are going 
into Canada because lecturers are going up and down the country 
stating tha t 160 acres await any man who goes out to Canada 
and settles there. There a man can lie sure, if he toils hard, 
erects a steading, and reclaims the land, tha t in his old age 
he will be able to enjoy the fruits of his labour, tha t no rack-
renting landlord will be able to evict him as he can be evicted 
here, and that there will lie no screw from the squire and the 
parson such as exists in English villages. That is why they are 
going to Canada. It is quite true that they are going also from 
Scotland. The men who are going from the North of Scotland 
are not men driven from the commercial centres because of Free \ 
Trade, but men driven from the soil because of the operation 
of unjust laws. The hon. member opposite (Mr. Carlile) spoke 
with bated breath of a noble duke. If I might, without bated 
breath, refer to a noble duke, I would say that , if there is a r ed 
desire to remedy unemployment there is'one noble duke in this [ 
country who has the opportunity to make a great experiment. 
I refer to the noble duke who is'president of t he Tariff Reform 
League. 1 do not know if it is suggested tha t the Duke of 1 

Sutherland has accepted the presidency of the Tariff Reform ' 
League merely because he has a burning desire to deal with this 
question of unemployment. But if tha t lie so, I suggest to him ! 
—and I suggest to those who think with him—that , after all. 
if you are going to change the fiscal system of this country 
you are going to make a tremendous 'experiment! I stand 
here as the representative of a Lancashire constituency. The 
men in my constituency, cotton operatives and cotton manu-
facturers, are unanimously agreed tha t if this Tariff Reform 
system comes into effect a death-blow will be struck at their j 
industry. Hon. gentlemen opposite know tha t a t the last | 
election a manifesto was signed by everybody entitled to speak 
on behalf of the cotton industry repudiating Tariff Reform 
as a remedy. With regard to a good many other trades tha t is ! 
also true. I t mav be possible by Tariff Reform, a t the expense 
of others, to build up certain industries which may give some 
employment. But the evil which you will create will be much 
greater than the evil which you will cure. You will throw out of 
employment a thousand men for every hundred to whom von 
give employment. That is the danger of the system to which'the 
Duke of Sutherland is committed. He will be compelled, if 
he adopts tha t system, in the words of the Marquis of Salisbury, 

to force food taxes upon a reluctant nation." 
There is an alternative which he may adopt. In the Highlands 

of Scotland there are 3,200.000 acres of land given over entirely 
to deer forests. The largest holder of this 3,200,000 acres is 
the president of the Tariff Reform League. What I suggest 
to him is that , instead of attending the next meeting of "the 
Iariff Reform League, he should call together his fellow land-

owners who own these deer forests, which are rated on an average 
at less than Is. per acre. That is the value which the Duke of 
Sutherland and his fellow proprietors put upon them. I suggest 
that they should agree to sacrifice their sport upon the altar of 
the solution of this problem of unemployment, I suggest 
chat they should offer 160 acres in the Highlands of Scotland to 
any settler who cares to have them. (An hon. member : " He 
could not live on it .") An hon. member Rays he could not live 
upon it Very well; let it be tried ! In the old days it was 
tried. I know it has been tried. I have gone over the ground 
I have seen the ruined steadings from which men have been 
evicted. I have seen the wild deer wandering where the child 
loved to play. I know that the noblest race of men have been 
evicted to make room for sport. But give the ]>eop1e the oppor-
tunity. Give them, not 1B0 acres for nothing as they can secure 
m Canada, but give the land to them at the value put upon I 

it by the owners, a t a rental of Is. per acre, or £8 a year, and no 
rates charged upon improvements—because tha t is a fundamental 
thing in the solution of the land question. Then, I say, you will 
be able to settle in the Highlands of Scotland alone 200,000 heads 
of families who will be able, with their wives and familes, to deal 
with a population of 1,000,000. That is something better than 
Tariff Reform as a solution of the unemployed problem. Try-
it. Set up again the old life which existed in the Highlands. 
Not until then will you be dealing with the question of unemploy -
ment, Only settle these men on the soil and you will have 
collateral advantages. You will l>e able to regain a healthy 
population such as lived in the Highlands in days gone by. 

He says these men could not live upon such land. Does he 
forget the time when you reared.your soldiers that fought at 
Alma, Inkerman, and Balaclava, and does he forget that the 
liest of these soldiers came from the Highlands of Scotland V 
When you want men to fight the German invasion tha t hon. 
members opposite talk so much about, how many of them will 
you get from the gillies and from the millionaire landlords of 
Scotland V The real remedy for unemployment is to so use 
the land of the country which God has given us so tha t we may 
be able to make the best use of it for the benefit of the people. 
I have no doubt if the question is argued upon the platform, 
when the people understand what this quack remedy of Tariff 
Reform is, and tha t its object is merely to put money in the 
pockets of the few, and when they compare tha t remedy with the 
remedy which will be provided by the settlement of the people 
upon the land tha t God gave them, there will be no hesitation 
as to what the verdict of the people will be. 

Sir William Robson : Both the mover and seconder of the 
amendment have said that the Tories have got an agrarian policy, 
and it is a policy which consists in the encouragement of land 
purchase instead of land hiring for the people of small holdings. 
They both used languago, perhaps inadvertently, which implied 
that, as we had encouraged the hiring of land for small holdings, 
so we had discouraged the purchase of land for small holdings. 
I am sure tha t hon. members, who talk of our not ha ving encour-
aged the acquisition of the freehold for tha t purpose, could not 
have looked a t the Act. Why it gives distinct and direct encour-
agement to the purchase of freeholds as well as the hiring of 
land. By Section I!) the County Councils are actually empowered 
to advance four-fifths of tiie purchase money, yet hon. members 
say that the policy of land purchase is their policy. It is not. 
We made numerous proposals to facilitate land purchase. Hon. 
members opposite said they were in favour of land purchase, 
but the test was, how far they were willing to promote cheap 
valuation for the purpose. Whenever we made any suggestion 
of any kind—and we did again and again—to facilitate land 
purchase bv an economic valuation we were met with the most 
bitter opposition. Their idea was tha t the peasant or labourer 
who wanted an acre of land for a potato patch was to get it not 
b y 

some economical valuation of an expert official, but by the 
application of the Lands Clauses Act through the most costly 
and elaborate machinery. 

We introduced the principle of taxing tha t which is due, 
not to the energy and industry of the particular taxpayer, but 
to the industry and energy of other taxpayers. A start lias been 
made, and though I do not desire to see taxes extended, no one 
can deny tha t the Government has done a very great work and 
a very great national service in bringing within the area of 
contribution unearne d increment arising "out of landed value 
apar t from tha t which is created by the landlords themselves. 
That has been introduced in no spirit of confiscation. I t is 
simply that we have brought within the range of contribution 
tha t which is equitably just, as much the subject of public 
burden as any similar matter. I t has been argued whether 
all taxes should not be raised out of land. If time allowed, I 
should be willing to deal with tha t question, but in the five 
minutes a t my disposal I would advance one objection to t h a t 
which has not been carefully considered bv those who advance 
tha t suggestion. An- site values equal t o ' t he immense burden 
which would be laid upon them if they were made the sole 
subject-matter of rating ? Take, for instance, property in London 
worth £50 a year. The site value of that property is equal 
on a fair average, to something like £10 a year, and the rates 
will Ixs equal to something like £18 a year, so t ha t vou could 
not possibly levy the whole of your rates upon the site value 
if you made it the only subject-matter of taxation The rate 
would I*; 20s. or 30s. in the £. a result which would mean tha t 
the building, which you desire wholly to exempt from taxation 
would nevertheless be subject to taxation. The only proposai 
made by those who are land-taxers which it is impossible for us 
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to assent to or to treat as other than controversial, is the proposa' 
that site values should be made the sole subject of taxation-
That would be going beyond contribution. I t would amount 
to confiscation and appropriation. We have stopped far short 
of that. Short of tha t the whole of our policy with regard to 
the removal of restrictions upon land, and in regard to tenure 
and to taxation is in the spirit in which this resolution has been 
moved and seconded. There has been a good deal of discussion 
as to what is the best system of taxation, whether it should 
be direct or indirect, whether it should lie on land or on labour. 
There is a better method than any system of taxation, and 
that is to cultivate in this House and the country the sentiment 
of thrift. I t is better to have less taxation, but if there is to 
l*> taxation I challenge anyone to suggest a better subject matter 
of taxation than those which the Government have adopted. 

The Amendment was rejected by 179 votes to 136, giving 
the Resolution a majori ty of 43. 

MR. DEVLIN AT ARMAGH. 

Speaking at Armagh on May 15th, Joseph Devlin, M.P.,said:— 
He desired to make just one passing reference to the incident 

that took place recently in the British House of Commons. 
He had been charged with supporting the Budget recently passed 
in the English Parliament. He said there tha t day, not in the 
English Parliament, but face to face with the greatest Ulster 
meeting ever held, that he never was prouder of any action in 
his life. (Cheers.) And he told them .there tha t day and told 
his constituents that if his seat in Parliament and every seat 
that it was possible for him to be returned by were involved in 
a similar Budget to-morrow, consistent with his pledge to his 
Party, he would lose the seat rather than recall one single word 
uttered in the British House of Commons. (Cheers.) Why did 
he support the Budget ? He supported it first of all because 
he believed tha t the passage of that measure was essential to a 
genuine and unmistakable unity of democratic forces against 
the House of Lords. He supported it because he saw an oppor-
tunity for progressive democratic elements in these countries 
joining in a mighty battle against the arch-enemy of Irish 
freedom and human advance and progress. (Cheers.) But he 
(Mr. Devlin) supported the Budget on its merits, and on its 
merits it was a great instrument for the uplifting of the demo-
cracy of this country as well as of England. (Cheers.) Not a 
single poor man in Ireland would be hit by that Budget. (A 
Voice—" Not one," and cheers.) Not a single acre of land 
was taxed by tha t Budget. (A Voice—" That is so," and 
cheers.) Not a labourer or artisan would have to bear one 
farthing of additicnal burthen by that Budget. (Hear, hear.) 
He (Mr. Devlin) was not only an Irish Nationalist fighting for 
the freedom of their country, but he was a representative of 
the toilers, and the artisans and the labourers, and he wanted 
to see, pending the passage of a Home Rule Bill, money raised 
somehow or in any way by which not only would pensions be 
given to men and women of seventy, but to men and women of 
sixty-five. (Cheers.) He wanted to see pensions given to 
disabled workers, as pensions were given to disabled soldiers. 
He wanted to see the men and women injured in the onward 
march along the great path of industrial progress rendered 
happier, at all events more secure, when they are unable to labour 
and to work in the ordinary avocations of their lives. He desired 
to see removed the curse and blight of unemployment tha t palls 
upon the life of their cities and crushed the heart of humanity 
in their great industrial centres. (Cheers.) He wanted to see 
tha t problem solved, and if they solved the problem of unem-
ployment they would build up a mighty medium of human 
happiness. How was tha t to be done ? He hoped tha t by 
Ireland paying on whiskey and tobacco £450,(XX) additional taxes 
they would be able to get double and treble that amount out of 
taxation raised on the ground landlords of London and Man-
chester. (Cheers.) There was never a fouler or grosser mis-
representation than the charge tha t this Budget was an unfair 
Budget for Ireland by those of their Irish allies who sucked out 
of the lifeblood of Ireland millions of money within the last 
ten years to strike down the gallant Boer Republic, and destroy 
and crush the liberties of these brave ]>eoplos. (Cheers.) No, 
whether it was popular or unpopular, he (Mr. Devlin) stood by 
the Budget, and defended the Budget. (Cheers.) He stood 
by the people and defended them from ignorant writers and 
malignant critics and sneers, and there that day he believed that 
that mass meeting of Ulster Nationalists, not only patriots but 
thoughtful politicians, had approved of their action in Parlia-
ment, and they believed that in what the Irish Par ty had done 

Values. 13' 

they were guided in the first instance by the highest sense of 
public duty to motherland. (Cheers.) But he would have 
voted against the Budget if he had believed tha t by tha t vote 
they could have forced to a closer issue the great question of the 
Veto of the House of Lords. He said lie was a democrat, but 
he was first of all an Irish Nationalist. He believed that the 
government of Ireland by the Irish people was first and primary, 
and greatest of all the beliefs that inspired their lives. There-
fore, he would have subordinated every interest if he lielieved 
tha t by voting against the Budget he could have advanced the 
cause associated with the at tack on the Veto of the House of 
Ixuds, because until that Veto was plucked out of the con-
stitution of Great Britain they would never get Home Rule, 
and he told them tha t day pluck it out they would - (cheers) 
when they, Irish democrats and English democrats, would join 
in their day and generation in enabling John Redmond to do 
what Daniel O'Connell tried to do 70 years ago." (Cheers.) 

K E E P IT BEFORE THE PEOPLE. 

Keep it before the people— 
That the earth was made for man ! 

That Howers were strewn, 
And fruits were grown 

To bless and never to ban ; 
That sun and rain, 
And corn and grain. 

Are yours and mine, my brother ! 
Free gifts from heaven, 
And freely given 

To one as well as another ! 

Keep it before the people— 
That man is the image of God ! 

His limbs or soul 
We may not control 

With fetter or shame or rod ! 
We may not be sold 
For silver or gold : 

Neither you nor I, my brother ! 
For Freedom was given 
By God from heaven, 

To one as well as another ! 

Keep it before the people— 
That famine and crime and woe 

For ever abide. 
Still side by side, 

With luxury's dazzling show ! 
That Lazarus crawls 
From Dives' halls, 

And starves a t his gate, my brother ! 
Yet life was given 
By God from heaven 

To one as well as another ! 

Keep it before the people— 
That the labourer claims his meed ; 

The right of the soil, 
And the right to toil, 

From spur and bridle freed ; 
The right to bear 
And the right to share 

With you and me, my brother ! 
Whatever is given 
By God from heaven 

To one as well as another. 
Avgurtine ./. II. Duyanne, 1850. 

DEATH OF SIR EDMUND VERNEY. 
On May 8th, Sir Edmund Verney, Bart. , died a t his home, 

Claydon, Buckinghamshire. Sir Edmund was in his 73rd year. 
In his death the movement loses a warm supporter. Well 
advanced in years before he lieeame interested in the Taxation 
of I j ind Values, Sir Edmund displayed great enthusiasm in 
advocating strong and universal measures. Many will remember 
his speech a t the Conference held in Caxton Hall, in February, 
1909, and similarly robust speeches at meetings of the English 
League. Sir Edmund was a good type of those English gentle-
men who occasionally stand out from their class and take a 
courageous part in promoting causes which they lielieve to 
be good for their country. 
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P R I V I L E G E AT W O R K . 

C O T T A G E R E N T S R A I S E D I N S O M E R S E T . 

In the Press on April 22nd Home facta were given in relation to 
the cottage p r o b i t y of Lord Hylton, in the villages around 
Radstock, Somersetshire. We are indebted to the M O R N I N G 
D E A D E R of that date for the following particulars: 

The cottages in question are poor little proper ties, some of 
them let at three, six, eight and possibly there may be amongst 
them a palatial tenement fetching ten pounds a year. But 
they have proved very useful in a district where housing 
accommodation iH scarcely to lie found owing to the onerous 
conditions imposed by the great landowners. Some of the 
occupants are glad to have the cottages in order to be within 
three or four miles of their work ! 

By notice issued from the Hylton Estates Office, Kilmersdon. 
bearing the date of the day tha t the Budget closure resolution 
was passed by the House of Commons, the tenants of Lord 
Hylton's cottages have been notified of an increase of rent of 
from 50 to 100 per cent. A £5 cottage is to be charged £!> a 
year, a two-room dwelling-place is to be rented at £8 instead of 
£4 per annum. 

The increase is very keenly resented, for the least said about 
the accommodation these cottages provide the better. There is 
one part of the estate (writes the M O R N I N G L E A D E R special 
correspondent) where you will find half a cottage so dilapidated 
tha t it has had to be abandoned ; you will find another cottage 
quite uninhabitable. In old Lord Hylton's time, as the present 
peer's father is referred to, some of these cottages used to bo 
rented a t a shilling a week and they have not grown younger 
since, nor has any attention been paid to the sanitary arrange-
ments to make them of more value. 

Lord Hylton is able to secure his temporary triumph thanks 
to the fact tha t the housing accommodation is "so limited in this 
squire-ruled district. There are half-a-dozen couples who would 
marry in one parish if they could only find cottages in which 
to live. Nearer Midsomer Norton notice to quit a cottage was 
given, and within two or three days there were 40 applicants 
for i t ! 

The Rev. Geoffrey Ramsay, rector of Writhlington, pro-
posed to devote 20 acres of glebe land to the erection of buildings 
to relieve the house famine in the neighbourhood of Radstock, 
but was unable to get Lord Hylton's sanction. 

Pressure is being put upon the Rural District Council to take 
action under the Housing Act. 

Lord Hylton wrote a long letter on the subject to the D A I L Y 
C H R O N I C L E of April 27th, stating that the increased rents would 
only apply to some fifty cottages a t the outset, or about one 
sixth of the total number on the estate (without counting the 
leaseholds). He mentioned tha t •the hamlet of Charlton had 
been partly rebuilt and tha t over sixty new cottages have been 
built close to Kilmersdon Colliery, one mile distant from Charlton. 
The C H R O N I C L E correspondent replied to Lord Hylton's letter 
stating tha t the partial " rebuilding" of Charlton has left the 
place with six fewer cottages than formerly. 

N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

MANCHESTER. 
In addition to those already announced, the following meetings 

have been held :— 
April 26.—Hyde League of Young Liberals. Market Place, 

Open air, A. H. Weller. 
„ 27.—S.W. Manchester League of Young Liberals, Own air 

A. H. Weller. 
„ 28.—T. Davies and Sons' Works, Openshaw Dinner-hour 

Meeting. J. Bagot. 
„ 28.—Economic (lass Meeting at the Manchester Ofiiee. 

May 3.—Great Harwood league of Young Liberals J. Bagot. 
,. 5.—S. and J. Watte' Shirt. Factory, Dinner-hour Meeting, 

Miss H. M. Hamar and ,1. Bagot. 
„ 8.—Alexandra Park, J. Bagot and D. Catterall. 
„ 12.—Crosslev's Works. Openshaw, Dinner-hour Meeting 

J. Bagot and A. IT. Weller. 
„ 12.—Economic Class Meeting at the Manchester Office 8 p.m 
.. 15.—Queen's Park. .T. Bagot and A. H. Weller. 
„ 15.—Queen's Park Parliament. D. Catferail. 

May 22.—Philips Park, D. Catterall and 0. O'Grady. 
„ 24. -Memorial Hall, Manchester. Joseph Fels and John Paul. 
,, 21. Tintwistle league of Young Liberals, Open air, J. Bagot. 
,, 26.— Economic i lass Meeting at the Manchester Office. 
Up to th(! time of going to Press the following meetings have 

; b 'en arranged :— 
June 3.- Market Place, Farnworth, Bolton, Open air, J. Bagot 

and A. Hollas. 
t>. Radcliffe League of Young Liberals, Open air. ,T. Bagot. 

., 10. S.W. Manchester League of Young Liberals (for'95 t lub). 
Dr. 1'. McDougall. 

1:1. S.W. Manchester league of Young Liberals, Open air, 
A. H. Weller. 

20. Radcliffe League of Young Liberals, Open air. Dr. P. 
McDougall. 

T h ' S'cretary, A. !1. Weller, writes from the offices of the 
L'ague at 131, Deansgata, Manchester:—The Economic ( lass 
meetings a t the Manchester Office will continue to be Tield 
throughout the summer, but the hour has been changed to 7.30 
p.m. from 8 p.m. Members and friends of the League in 
Manchester are invited to support the meetings in the Manchester 
parks on Sunday afternoons, a t 3 p.m. I t is intended to hold 
these meetings every Sunday during the summer months (weather 
and the Parks' Committee permitting) and to advertise them 
on the front pages of the K V E N I N G N E W S , and the E V E N I N G 
C H R O N I C L E on the preceding Saturdays. 

Mr. John Bagot is continuing his good work amongst the 
Young Liberals around Manchester with excellent results. 
The Secretary of the Saddleworth Federation wrote recently 
expressing sincere thanks to the Manchester League for sending 
Mr. Bagot, " whose enthusiasm," he writes, " is catching, and 
fairly fired our young men. As a result of his address we have 
a fine class of about 15 studying, ' Progress and Poverty,' with 
weekly meetings at Greenfield Liberal Club." 

The Hyde League of Young Liberals have started a Speakers' 
Fellowship. The members will meet on Thursdays and intend 
to take up the study of " Progress and Poverty." The Young 
Liberals in the Hyde Division are particularly keen advocates 
of Land Values Taxation, thanks very largely to the splendid 
work done by Mr. Francis Neilson, M.P. 

At the weekly meeting of the West Salford Young Liberals 
on April 25tli, Mr. A. H. Weller gave an address on the Taxation 
of Land Values. The meeting was well reported in the S A L F O R B 
R E F O R T E R of 30th April. Mr. Weller made a good speech, 
and a resolution in favour of the principle of the Taxation of 
Land Values was passed unanimously. A vote of thanks to the 
chairman (Mr. T. F. Sjience) and" speaker was proposed bv 
Mr. W. J. Emery, seconded by Mr. R. J . Lumby. and carried 
unanimously. 

The M I D D L E T O N G U A R D I A N of May 21st contained the full 
text of an address delivered by Miss Hilda M. Hamar, before a 
meeting of the Manchester League. The subject of the address 
was an appreciation of Henry George's P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y . 
Miss Hamar treated her theme in an interesting and instructive 
manner. 

A meeting, under the auspices of the United Committee and 
the Manchester league for the Taxation of Land Values, was 
held on May 24th in the Memorial Hall. Mr. L. W. Zimmerman. 
President of the League, was in the chair. Mr. W. Barton, M.P.. 
was on the platform, and Mr. Joseph Fels and Mr. .John Paul 
were the speakers. 

Mr. Fels gave a characteristic speech, saying that, to him, it 
was not a political but a moral question : it was a question of 
bread and meat : a question of house room ; a question of opening 
up land to labour. The people were lieing forced more 
and more into the cities and towns, and the towns were circum-
scribed as if by a ring fence. In Huddersfield, a town of 
90.000 people, .they would find slums of the worst description, 
while within a quarter of a mile of the slums there was nothing 
but smiling fields held up bvthe landlord. In America there was 

' the same sort of thing. Poverty stalked in open daylight in 
New York city. Whatever Protectionists might say to the 
contrary, there were certainly 80.000 men without work in New 
York. There was not an American town that had not a slum 
of some kind. 

Mr. Paul said the League for the Taxation of Land Values 
proposed to relieve industry of the entire burden of taxation 
They said it was wrong and foolish to force taxation upon men 
producing wealth while allowing others, who owned the oppor-

! tunities without which wealth could not lie produced, to escape 
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entirely, as they did a t present. In the Budget they had 
advanced only the first step, but the Valuation Clauses would 
stimulate the local rating bodies. 

HUDDERSFIELD. 
A very interesting conference of workers in the movement for 

the Taxation of Land Values from all the centres of the West 
Hiding was held in the Liberal Club a t Huddersfield on May 23rd, 
under the auspices of the United Committee and the Yorkshire 
league for the Taxation of Land Values. Some forty to sixty 
enthusiasts in the movement, including representatives from 
Bradford,. Halifax, Keighley, &c., assembled, and were met by 
Mr. Joseph Fels and Mr. John Paul. After an informal gather-
ing for general discussion, a meeting for the consideration of 
future policy was held in the smoke-room, under the chairman-
ship of Mr. Frank Sykes, at which brief addresses were delivered 
by Mr. Fels and Mr. Paul. The former, in quite a characteristic 
speech, said that experience had convinced him that the solution 
of the poverty problem was to be found only in the application 
of the principles of Henrv George, and he had thrown himself 
into this movement, which had made more headway in a few 
vears than any other movement ever known. In thirty years 
many nations had boon worked up to recognise the importance 
of this reform, and they would not go to sleep again,-—certainly 
England would not, because here the people had come to the 
very verge of destruction by reason of their land system, which 
was responsible for monopoly and private privilege. Mr. Paul, 
touching on the same subject, said that tin! introduction of the 
land clauses into the Budget had pu t a tone not only into the 
policy of our country but into the polities of other countries, 
and had influenced the whole English-speaking world. 

PORTSMOUTH. 
His many friends will be sorrv to hear that Mr J . H. 

McGuigan has had an accident, and has been confined to bed 
in the Royal Naval Hospital. Haslar. Mr. McGuigan writes 
us that he is now convalescent, and anxious to secure speakers 
for a series of meetings in Portsmouth. We sincerely hope he 
will be soon fully recovered, and able to resume the active part 
he has played in the movement for so many years. 

MR. W. R. LESTER IN MID NORFOLK. 
Mr. Lester, accompanied by Mrs. Lester, had a busy day in 

East Dereham on May 17th. In the afternoon a great anti-
veto demonstration was held at which he spoke, and was accorded 
a cordial reception. Following the meeting the. new Liberal 
Club was opened by Mrs. Lester. Both Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
made speeches and were most enthusiastically received. A 
tea and concert followed at which a pair of silver candlesticks 
were presented to them by the Liberals of Dereham in apprecia-
tion of the gallant fight Mr. Lester made at the General Election. 
The day concluded with a mass meeting on the veto question. 

WOMEN'S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
The Annual Council meetings of the Federation will be held 

on June 14th, 15th and 16th at St. James' Hall. Mrs. Edward 
Pease of Oxted and Limpsfield Women's Literal Association 
will move the following resolution on the taxation of land 
values 

" That the Council of the Women's Liberal Federation, 
recognising tha t the Land Clauses of the Budget did much to 
rally the Liberal forces in the industrial centres at the recent 
election, urges the Government to proceed with the valuation 
of the land with all possible sjiecd, in order that the Taxation 
of Land Values mav be put into operation in urban and rural 
districts, thus stimulating the use of land, "increasing the amount 
of employment, and presenting an effective alternative to Tariff 
Reform." 

SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS. 
The officials of the Scottish League have been busy during 

the past month in connection with the removal of the offices to 
"7, West Nile Street, Glasgow-. The members of the League 
and many adherents in the different progressive organisations 
throughout the city and district were keenly disappointed at the 
postponement of the Lord Advocate's meeting, which was fixed 
for the 17th May, owing to the lamented death of King Edward. 

* DUMFRIESSHIRE,. 

The Political Economy Class conducted at Annan during the 
winter months bv Mr. Norman McLennan closed its session at 
the end of March ; but the enthusiasm for the study of this 
important science continues among all the students, who followed 
the course to its close. On Thursday, April 14th, Mr. McLennan 
was entertained to tea by the members of the Class, and pre-
sented with a souvenir in the shape of a complete edition of the 
works of Shakespeare in 40 volumes, encased in a stained oak 
bookcase. Among those present were Town Councillors Joseph 
Jardine and Thomas Farish, both members of the Class, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Llewelyn Davies. The tea was provided 
by Mrs. Watt , and the presentation made by Miss Dyson, two 
of the lady students. Mr. McLennan continues to be inundated 
with answers to the examination paper which he set for the 
Class, and by questions of all kinds in the higher stages of 
Political Economy. Mr. McLennan conducts these classes in 
an absolutely non-political spirit, and sternly refuses to draw 
any practical lessons from the theoretic truths of Political 
Economy. But nianv of the questions now boing nsked of him 
refer t o ' t h e bearing which the Law of the Rate of Exchange 
has on Tariff Reform, and which the Law of Rent has on the 
Taxation of Land Values. To all of these questions lie replies 
by saying that—the Laws of Political Economy being known, 
every one must make his or her own deductions. 

On April 22nd, at a Social Meeting of the Eeclefechan Branch 
of the Dumfriesshire league of Young Liberals, Mr. Harry 
Llewelyn Davies and Mr. Norman McLennan spoke ; and on 
April 25th both of them were also present at a small meeting at 
Kirkpatriek, at which a Branch of the l eague was formed. 
On April 30th Mr. McLennan and Mr. Davies addressed a 
meeting in the Schoolroom at Chapelknowe—a moorland district 
situated on the ridge between Kirtle-dale and Eskdale. Here 
Mr. McLennan was subjected to half-an-hour's heckling by an 
able Tariff Reformer—a schoolmaster, temporarily conducting 
the Moorland School at Chapelknowe. On Saturday, May 7th, 
Mr. McLennan and Mr. Davies addressed a meeting at Moffat, 
On Monday, May 9th, Mr. A. W. Madsen, of the Staff of the 
United Committee, was the principal speaker at a meeting a t 
Kelhead. 

W H A T T H E ENGLISH L E A G U E IS DOING. 

The following meetings have been addressed during the past 
month : — 
Mav 1.—North Camberwell Radical Club. Fredk. Verinder. 

J 7.—Hammersmith League of Young Liberals. .1. W. Graham 

„ 12.—Queen's Road Council School, Dalston. Fredk. Verinder. 
„ 23.—Bevois Ward Liberal Association. Southampton. Jas. 

Erving. 
„ 25.—Herts Chamber of Agriculture. T. W. Toovev opens 

debate. 
,. 25—Keighley, Town Hall Square. Tom Woffenden. 
„ 25.—Co-operative Society's Rooms, Fratton. —. King. 

At a meeting of the Executive held on May 10th, the following 
Resolution was moved by Mr. C. W. Loveridge. seconded by Mr. 
A. Powell, and unanimously adop ted :—" That this Executive 
heartily congratulates the Right Hon. D. Lloyd George. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the passing into law of the 
Finance Bill. 1909-10 ; expresses its gratification at the setting-up 
of machinery for the valuation on a capital basis of the whole 
of the land in the United Kingdom ; and urges the Government 
to complete the valuation with all possible expedition, in order 
that it may lie made the basis of such a system of taxation, 
national and local, as will relieve the materials, processes and 
results of industry from the burdens of taxation and rating." 

The death and funeral of the King, and the consequent sus-
fiension of ordinary political activities, has greatly reduced 
the number of meetings during the past month and in pros|>eot. 
Advantage is being taken of the interval, to prepare an extended 
list of organisations to which the lecture circular of the League 
for the coming season may be sent. The secretary is grateful 
to those members who have already sent him useful lists, and 
will be glad to receive the addresses of debating societies, political 
clubs and associations, or other organisations which organise 
lectures or discussions, in order that the circular may 1»' sent 
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to them in due courn,,, AH many Conservatives are favourable 
to rating reform on a land values' basis, it is hoped that some' 
Conservative clubs may be willing to invite a lecturer from the 
league. 

The General Secretary regrets to hear tha t Mr. J . H. McGuigan. 
a member of the Centra! Council of the Ix-ague and an able and 
untiring worker for the cause in Portsmouth, lately met with an 
accident, and has had to undergo an operation. Mr. McGuigan 
IS, however, making good progress, and hojies to 1m; able to take 
up his share of the work again early this month. 

Members are requested to note tha t the Annual Meeting of 
the League will be held in t i n Essex (Large) Hall, Essex Street, 
Strand, London, on Wednesday, July 20th, at 8 p.m. Fuller 
particulars will be given in our next issue. 

J U N E MEETINGS. 
Wed. 1.—Keighley, Town Hall Square. J . H. Robson and W. T. 

Hawkins. 
Wed. 15.—Keighley, Town Hall Square. Ashley Mitchell. 
Sun. 19.—Peel Institute Men's Meeting, Hugh' Myddelton School, 

St. James's Walk, Clerkenwell, E.C. 1'rcdk. Vcrinder, 
3.30 p.m. 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

DEVELOPMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 
A Dispatch of May 17th says it is officially stated tha t in 

view of the increase in production and the general development 
of the agricultural, pastoral, and mining industries in New-
South Wales, Mr. Wade, the Premier, is taking stops to provide 
new railway facilities linking up the main t runk lines in the 
interior with the neutral outlets on the seaboard. Mr. Wade 
is appointing a Royal Commission to report on the decentraliz-
ation of railway traffic and the development of new ports on the 
north and south coasts. 

WEST AUSTRALIA. 
A Renter message of May 4th says : " Tile Minister of Lands 

reports tha t last year 1,776,730 acres of agricultural land wen-
surveyed for selection, while during the last ten months no less 
than two and a half million acres have been surveyed, showing 
how the demand for land has increased. Against, each block 
is set the amount which the Government Agricultural Bank 
is prepared to advance to the sjt t ler. So great is the demand 
from all quarters that the Government is unable to obtain a 
sufficient number of surveyors for the work. 

CANADA. 
H A R D S H I P S OF T H E NORTH-WEST. 

A reoently published book, " The Riders of the Plains," by 
A. L. Haydon, consisting mainly of an account of the duties 
and adventures of the Royal North-West. Police of Canada, 
incidentally throws much light on the difficulties and danger^ 
awaiting the emigrants to tha t country, as may be seen from 
the following interesting ex t rac t :— 

" Another unpleasant duty tha t a mounted policeman may 
be called u p m at any time to perform is the escort of a lunatic 
from an outlying settlement, where no provision is made for 
such cases, to some town where he may receive proper attention. 
I t is a sad feature of life in the unsettled parte of the north-
west that some would-be home steaders there are unable to stand 
the strain of the continuous heavy work, and endure the awful 
loneliness of their situation. In the summer, life may be easier 
to bear ; it is the winter, when all the prairie is one vast white 
sheet of snow for months on end. and communication with the 
outside world is more or less cut. off, that the mind falls to brood 
ing and comes near to breaking-point if it does not actually 
give way. I t is a case too often of the man lieing in the wrong 
hole. To wrest a living from the soil while condemned to 
practical isolation for a great part of the year, needs a strong 
man ; not everyone can make the sudden change from the 
life of the town to tha t of the wilds and be adamant against 
failing crops, business worries of all kinds, and, not least, the 
oppression of solitude." 

LESSONS FOR A NEW COUNTRY. 

Addressing the Canadian Club, Toronto, on April 18th on 
" Some Lessons from Britain for Life in Canada," Dr. J . A. 
Maedonald, Editor of the TORONTO GLOBE, spoke on the land 
question as follows :— 

One of the campaign songs in Britain was, " God Made the 
Land for the People." The sentiment of that refrain needs to be 
brought home to the people of Canada. Our country is too 
young to feel the pressure and the pain of the landless people 
of Britain. But a century of history will make as great a differ-
ence in Canada as it has made in England and Scotland. If 
we squander the resources of land with which this young nation 
is so richly dowered a generation will arise whose curses on our 
heads will Ix; as bitter as those that now fall on the Kings and 
nobles who alienated from the people the lands in Britain a 
century or two ago. 

And not the land only, but all the great natural resources 
of the country. God made them for the people too. He who 
put fertility into the soil, put electric energy into the waterfalls, 
and ore into the rocks, and timber in the woods, and fish into the 
waters. He made all these for the people. No King, no Parlia-
ment, no one generation has a right to alienate from the people's 
use for all time these natural resources which God made for the 
people's good. I am not talking Government ownership, or 
municipal ownership, or private ownership. I am asserting 
the principle that , whoever may be given control and the right 
to operate, the objective of it all must be the interests of the 
many and not the few- We in Canada to-day are on the eve of 
unexampled developments. If great corporations or syndicates 
are. allowed to control our resources of land, or water, or mine, 
or wood, our children and our children's children will have to 
bear the curse of monopoly' and absentee landlordism tha t 
has vexed Britain for many generations. 

Tin; social situation in British cities is the outgrowth of the 
land situation. Just because the people were driven from the 
land, just because they were compelled to follow their industries 
in the towns, there were created those conditi6ns which made 
the slum inevitable. The crowding of people into industrial 
centres prcxluced unemployment, and unemployment produced 
degeneracy. That forcing of industries in Britain resulted 
in over-production for which there was no market, because the 
people were not on the land. The depopulation of rural Britain 
destroyed the home market for the British mills and factories. 
In the United States thirty-seven per cent, of those reported 
as employed in occupations are on the land, producing wealth 
from the land, and consuming the output of the factories. In 
Germany thirty-nine per cent, of those so employed are on the 
land, in France forty-four per cent., but in Britain only ten 
per cent, of those employed in occupations are on the land. 
No wonder there is no home market : no wonder over-production 
in the factories produces congestion at home. No wonder 

| congestion produces unemployment, and by the law of life 
I unemployment leads to degeneracy and to the slums. 

That law holds for Canada as well as for Britain. We have 
j the beginnings of slum conditions in every one of our large Cana-

dian cities ; all that is required is time". Time and the down-
grade tendency of life will produce in our midst the results 
deplored in the old land. For this reason the utmost official 
care should be taken in the planting of towns, in their surveys, 
the width of their streets, allotments for parks and gardens, 
and all those considerations for public health and happiness 
which reason and experience have approved. It will not do 
to allow the commercial enterprise of land speculators or the 
cupidity of great corporations to determine the physical con-
ditions under which coming generations shall be born and shall 
live. Some of the large commercial centres, like Montreal. 
Toronto. Hamilton. Fort William and Winnipeg, are not without 
their social perils. 

Congestion, unemployment, drink and vice—these four will 
convert any district into a slum in two generations. They say in 
Britain it is not more than three, or a t the most four, generations 
from the health and vigour of the moor and the glens to the feck-
lessness and despair of the city slum. And this is a question 
for you, members of the Canadian Club. It concerns every one 
of you. No man is safe, no class of the community is safe, if 
there is allowed a festering and a fevered slum within the radius 
of our city. The down-town tenement is in touch with' the 
up-town villa. Every man of you who cares for the good 
name and the good life of our city is under obligation to have 
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concern for everything that makes for industrial efficiency, 
social happiness, and a high standard of life. Democracy means 
that we are all members one of another, and that if one member 
suffers degeneracy and decay all the other members suffer with 
him. 

PROGRESS I N LAND VALUES TAXATION. 
T h e DAILY CHRONICLE of M a y 1 9 t h p u b l i s h e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 

statement from a Canadian correspondent :— 
The manner in which the land tax system which obtains 

in Canada is developing affords, J think, a remarkable object-
lesson to this country. A telegram from Vancouver, the 
splendid city of British Columbia, on the shores of the Pacific, 
states tha t the municipality—land taxes are collected and 
" operated " by the local and city governing bodies throughout 
the Canadian Dominion—has just adopted what is known as 
the single-tax system, as applied to the taxation of buildings 
on real estate, which means tha t there will henceforth be no tax 
on buildings a t all. 
^ Thus the position in Vancouver is the exact antithesis of tha t in 

England, under your present antiquated land laws. 
In England the poor man who by industry and perseverance 

gets on and builds houses or shops, or some form of property, 
is taxed up to the hilt, while the landowner, paying little or 
nothing to the State in the form of taxes, is all the 1i'me pocketing 
unearned increment resultant from the enhanced value of the 
land created by another man's enterprise. Canada taxes the 
idle landowner, but encourages the citizen by letting his houses 
go untaxed. So tha t the man who leaves his land idle, puts 
no buildings up at all, and waits for other people to put its value 
up, is treated rather as an enemy of the State, in contrast to him 
who uses it for the purpose it was intended—viz., the support 
of human life. 

Throughout the whole of the Canadian Dominion land is taxed 
by the several municipalities upon the basis of what the land 
could bo sold for, so tha t it may be pointed out to the selfish 
interests tha t are crying out in England about taxes on land 
lieing " robbery," " spoliation," and the like, tha t in asserting 
this they are insulting every Canadian, and the splendid system 
"f land taxation they have, through the foresight and wisdom 
of their legislators, inaugurated. 

In Vancouver (my native city), and in all parts of Canada, 
the people are heartily in favour of Mr. Lloyd George's Budget 
proposals in regard to the land, as Mr Joseph Fels has recently 
stated in an interview in London. 

Let the electors of England remember tha t land taxes are in 
force in practically every one of the British Colonies, and see 
to it tha t the selfishness of landlords and aristocrats, which 
would not be tolerated one moment in Canada, shall not stand 
in the way of so grand a reform. 

Within recent months the movement for the Taxation of 
Land Values has spread itself rapidly and widely over Canada, 
It is not only that in Vaucouver the City Council has adopted 
the Single Tax, but throughout the whole Dominion the Press 
has given itself up largely to the advocacy of this reform. The [ 
OTTAWA CITIZEN has taken a leading part in the agitation, and 
in addition some fifty papers in Ontario are pressing the Govern-
ment to move in this direction. The CALGARY HERALD has also 
taken up the question, and every sign points to some practical ! 

achievement in the near future. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 
UNDEVELOPED LAND AND HIGH R E N T S IN PRETORIA. 

T h e M A N C H E S T E R G U A R D I A N o f M a y 1 4 t h h a d t h e f o l l o w i n g 
statement on this problem from its Johannesburg correspondent : 

The present position in Pretoria is an argument for the 
principles embodied in Mr. Lloyd George's Budget. The old 
Transvaal capital has been chosen as the executive centre 
of United South Africa, and with the coming into force next 
month of the Union, it is expected that some 2.000 civil servants 
and officials, most of them married, will be added to tlx- existing 
population. The immediate conscquence is that rents are now 
bounding upwards at the rate of 25 per cent, a month, and the 
first new comers find themselves obliged to pay a quarter of 
their incomes in rent, while their successors, it is expected, 
will probably have to pay half. The consequent reduction 
in the purchasing power of salaries has caused a violent reaction 
among officials in the coastal districts, who are now desperately 

anxious to escape so-called promotion to the seat of the Union 
Executive Government. 

Besides, not only is the housing cramped, but there is a general 
lack of conveniences in the older towns. The existing popula-
tion is also groaning under the higher expense of living. Thou-
sands of artisans are therefore to be imported to execute enormous 
Government and municipal programmes of improvement, which 
will cost a total of four millions, during the next four years. 
At present houses are unprocurable. The existing artisans 
have suffered an increase of a pound a month in rent and expect 

j another increase of the same amount. Wages are therefore 
likely to rise pret ty sharply before long. 

Pretoria showed a similar inelasticity in its slowness to recover 
after the declaration of peace, when owing to the dearness of 
land, artisans and professional men, returning to the city, moved 
in a wholesale manner some miles distant from the city into 
boggy and malarious suburbs; the efficient municipalising 
thereof will involve the community in an outlay in drains and the 
like of some three millions sterling. 

There is nevertheless plenty of land vacant in Pretoria, but 
j it is tightly held, and every member of the Council is said to bo 

interested in one way or another. Meanwhile Rand builders 
are speculatively laying out new suburbs four miles from the 

I centre of Pretoria. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
Mr. Royden Powell writing from St. Peters, South Australia, 

on April 20th, says :— 
1 am watching with interest the doings in the English House 

of Commons as well as 1 can through the imjicrfect and distorted 
cables which our papers print. The Labour Party in this State 
a t the elections a few weeks ago gained a majority and have 
now 22 members to 20 Conservatives and Independents. There 

j are six Single Taxers in the 22 Labour members and one Single 
Taxer in the 20 Independents. 

A new plank in the Labour Platform is a proposal to abolish 
income tax derived from the produce of land (farmers and stock 
raisers will only receive this exemption I think) also to lower 
railway fares and freights (the Government run the railways 
here) and the deficiency to l>o made up by our increase in the 
all-round Land Values Tax. All-round is the distinctive term 
to progressive land tax. So we are hoping great things from 
our State Labour Party. 

In the Cominonwf alth election held last Wednesday the l abou r 
Par ty swept the polls, in th( Senate gaining the whole 18 scats. 
Only half the Senators come out each three years. These 18 
Labour Senators and 13 Conservatives who did not stand this 
election will have to come before the electors. In the House 
of Representatives, Labour secured 42 seats to the Fusion Party 's 
31. and Independent members secured two scats. 

The Federal Labour Party propose a progressive tax on 
Land Values starting a t a penny in the £ on land of the value of 
£5,000 and increasing to fourpence in (he £ on the largest estates. 
The object of the tax is to make the owners of large and valuable 
tracts of land sell out to smaller farmers. In my opinion the 
progressive Land Tax will fail to do a great deal of good because 
owners of large estates will nominally divide them up among 
the members of their families in order to avoid the progressive 
incidence of the tax. 

Well, the S.A. Single Tax League is getting a move on. At 
a meeting last night we decided to hold something every Thursday 
evening during May. We are going to push " I .and Values 
Taxation for T.oeal Purposes" at the Municipal Elections towards 
the end of the year, and we are getting to work on that shortly. 
The Labour Par ty are pledged to support I>and Values Assess-
ment for local purposes, and tha t seems where we will make the 
earliest advance on right lines. There are already two 
municipalities, The hart on and Moonta, rating on I>and Values. 
Building fees in Thebarton have increased 250 jx-r cent, since 
the adoption of Land Values Assessment. 

UNITED STATES. 
TOAI L. JOHNSON. 

Tom L. Johnson has arrived at his home in Cleveland, Ohio, 
safe and feeling all the better of his trip. He writes :—" I had a 
very successful voyage and my friends met me with open arms— 
after a successful escape through the custom-house. I would 
not have missed my trip to Great Britain even if I knew it would 
shorten my life. The love and affection heaped on me there will 
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always Ije one of my dearest recollections." In a later communica-
tion he says :—" I seem to be getting better every day. I 
remember a lot of the good stories and have told them to the 
boys here. Things are looking first-class, politically. The 
revolution is on here strongly as it is all over the United States. 
Give my love to all." 

DEATH OF MKS. F. M. MILNE. 
Mrs. Frances Margaret Milne, known to many of our readers 

as the authoress of several beautiful poems, inspired by the 
philosophy and religion of Henry George's teachings, died at 
San Luis Obispo, California, on April 21st. Mrs. Milne was 
for many years librarian of the public library in that town. 
She was one of Henry George's earliest and oldest friends. At 
this time we may reprint the first verse of the poem she wrote 
on the death of Henry George :— 

Hast thou a requiem strain, 
Glad, free and strong ? 

Meet for the glorious life-, 
Sorrow would wrong. 

Tears for the vanquished, the weak, 
Crushed in the fray ; 

This is a conqueror's soul, 
Passing to-day. 

SPAIN. 

Nenor Antonio Aibcndiu, of San Fernando, Spain, bad an 
article in the HKRALDO DE MADRID on March 20th, in which 
he gives an account of the tight over the liudget in Great .Britain. 
The article waH illustrated by portraits of Henry George and 
Lloyd George. Senor Albendin also deseril>es the progress of 
the '" band Values" movement in Spain, and tells us tha t there 
arc men at work in Austria and Italy promoting this subject. 

ARGENTINE. 

T H E P R O B L E M O E L A N D T E N U R E . 

The ECONOMIST of May 21st describes par t of the Argentine 
problem in the following passage :— 

" The system upon which large areas of arable land are exploited 
in this country has been explained by Mr. Lahitte in his report 
to the Minister of Agriculture, upon the petition of certain 
" colonisers " in the Provinces of Buenos Ayres and Santa Fe. 
The petitioners ask for a loan from the Bank of the Nation of 
£43,750 to enable them to purchase wed for sowing tlic 
292,500 acres of land belonging to them, and divided into 715 
farms. These farms are let to agriculturists, little better than 
labourers, without capital, who either pay a rent of about 
8s. 5d. per acre, or give the " colonisers " from 20 to 30 jx>r cent, 
of the produce. With good crops, the " colonisers" make an 
enormous profit upon the capital advanced to the farmers, stated 
to have been £201,250 in this last season, but if the crops fail 
the tenants can neither pay rent nor return the money advanced 
to them for cultivating the land and for the maintenance of their 
families. This is what has occurred this year, and it is alleged, 
and Mr. Lahitte verified the statement, that the farmers in the 
district to which the petitions relate have not even seed for resow -
ing the land. Still, it is obvious, as he says, that the Govern-
ment cannot reasonably be expected to help speculators out of 
their difficulties, for many other " colonisers " are in a similar 
predicament, and £875,000 or more would lie needed for assisting 
them effectually. The Land Office has sold by auction this week 
2,268,470 acres of land in the Rio Negro Territory. The sales 
realised £662,699, or an average of 5s. lOd. per acre. The pay-
ment of the purchase money may be by 14 annual instalments, 
without interest and without any stipulation as to occupation : 
therefore it may be considered tha t the purchasers were, in 
general, speculative, as the land (a large portion of which is now 
of little value) will be improved by the irrigation works that w ill 
be carried out in the Territory. A large area of public land 
will also be offered for sale by the l.and Office (but not by auction), 
the Minister of Agriculture Having ordered the formation of an 
agricultural and pastoral colony in the Pampa Territory, to be 
divided into lots of 1,250 acres each, the price of which is to ho 
2s. lOd. per acre, besides the surveyor's fees for measurement. 
The purchaser of a lot must cultivate a t least 62A acres, and 
invest in buildings and livestock not less than £131 5s. The 
Government of the Province of Mendoza has also soid, this 

week, some of the public land, measuring 590,690 acres, which 
realised £156,454. The Province is in need of the money, tor 
the proceeds of the recent loan have been almost all absorbed 
in the cost of the improvements of the City of Mendoza, w-bich 
the ex-Governor Civit (whose term of office has just ended) 
carried out during the last three years. The expenditure has 
added greatly to the attractions of the city, and has caused 
a great rise in the v a l u e of building land. The land sold is situated 
at the south of San Rafael, which is growing rapidly in import-
ance, especially by reason of the discovery of petroleum springs, 
which yield large quantities of oil of good quality." 

The'agriculturalists of Argentina are victims of a vicious 
land system. If thev raise bad crops they suffer hardships, 
and if they raise good crops they are very little better off, lor 
the " colonisers" take all the cream off the milk. When the 
" colonisers " can' t get their rent they appeal to the State to 
loan them money in order to put the agriculturalists in a rent-
producing condition. 

I t seems to us a pretty unreasonable scheme to sell large 
tracts of land "which is growing rapidly in importance in 
order to cause a rise in the value of building land, for the benefit 
of private speculators. A good measure of the Taxation of Land 
Values is sadly needed in this countiy. 

DENMARK. 

T H E DANISH PEASANTRY'S POLITICAL PROGRAMME. 
It is but ten years ago since the first Peasants' Union was 

started in Denmark with avowed political intent, such associa-
tions as had previously been formed being more in the nature 
of social or agricultural societies with philanthropic or educational 
aims, perhaps tinged with a certain class consciousness. But 
with the opening of the new century fresh influences might be 
felt working here and there in the island of Zealand, tha t first 
had tangible results at the small town of Koge in 1902, when a 
conference of these political Peasants' Unions passed a resolution 
in favour of the Taxation of Land Values. Three years later, 
so rapidly had the Peasants' Unions taken up this question, 
the left, wing of the Liberal party formally included it in their 
official programme, and the following year the " Reforming 
Liberals," the largest group of the Parliamentary Liberals, also 
embodied it in their programme, the Socialists meanwhile lending 
it somewhat tacit support. 

The peasantry, however, were not yet quite unanimous in their 
atti tude. In Jutland, especially in certain districts where the 
Socialist influence predominated, some opposition was offered 
to the Henry Georgists, but in 1909 this was finally overcome 
and all the Jut land Unions agreed in conference to placc the 
Taxation of Land Values a t the top of their political programme. 
It must be remembered that the majority of these small holders 
own their little farms, and a t first sight a proposal to tax the 
value of their land would not unnaturally raise alarm. But 
when it was made clear that the proposal was to relieve them 
of other taxes, taxes on their industry, their buildings, their 
purchases from abroad—their good sense and receptivity for 
new ideas soon made them realise that even a twenty shillings 
in the £ tax on their land would be a bagatelle compared with the 
taxes they are now paying. The relative importance of their 
interests as landowners and as land users, i.e., as workers, was 
quickly brought home to them, and a few weeks ago, at the first 
congress of all the Peasants' Unions from all parts of the country, 
a manifesto was issued destined to have far-reaching effects in 
the Danish political situation. 

A few brief extracts from this document will serve to illustrate 
t he grasp the leaders of this movement have of political economy, 
as of their saving common sense, and moderation. 

" The right of the people to the soil of their country is 
confirmed and amplified. The value of the land, alike in 
towns and country, being due to presence and activities of 
the community, our object should be to secure such value 
for the community through taxation. 

" Pending the full application of such a tax, the existing 
tax on property and incomes should be retained, but on a 
strongly graduated scale. 

" Further to assist the working classes to gain access to 
land, the Government should lend money to small holders, 
allotment societies, building societies and the like, provided 
such loans involve no loss to the community. 

" The tenure in such cases to be freehold, but subject to the 
taxation of the unimproved value. 

* 
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" The exist ing cus toms dut ies imposed for revenue should 
be gradually abolished. 

" Protec t ive customs dut ies also to be abolished gradually 
and systematical ly . 

" Such under tak ings as are by law or n a t u r e monopolies 
should be conducted wi th regard to the interests of the public, 
and if necessary to secure this, should be t a k e n over by the 
State or Local Au tho r i t y . " 
I t will be seen t h a t there is no d e m a n d for special privileges 

for any one class, not even in the shape of loans at undu ly low 
interest. Such loans are to involve no loss t o the State . Else-
where the peasants carry this principle to the length of 
deprecat ing the special privilege of the existing " Domestic 
Animals Act " on the g round t h a t it is in favour of only a section 
of the communi ty . Though Free-Traders in the fullest sense, 
they arc ye t men of the wor ld enough to realise t h a t the present 
tariff has buil t u p vested interests which call for due consideration 
in its gradual removal. Income and p rope r ty taxes are only 
tolerated j n the t ransi t ion period till t h e single t ax on Land 
Values is sufficient to enable all such imposts to be done away 
with. Tha t the organised peasan t ry of Denmark is ful ly imbued 
with the teachings of H e n r y George is clear. I t has nailed the 
flag of " The Single T a x " to the political mast , and it has bo th 
the will a n d the power to m a k e its doctr ine the law of Denmark . 
Speed the day . C. W. S. 

F R E E H O L D ESTATES IN JAVA. 

F r o m the TIMES of April 22nd. 

The fears regarding the t enure of land in J a v a , awakened 
by a Board of T rade notice, h a v e a l ready been al layed by fu r the r 
informat ion f r o m the Consul-General for the Nether lands . A 
Bill in t roduced by the D u t c h Gove rnmen t provides for res tora t ion 
to the S ta t e Doma in of t he so-called particiUiere landerijen, which 
has no th ing t o do, as t he Consul-General r ight ly pointed out , 
with the es ta tes held unde r a lease, the usual f o rm of gran t ing 
land to Europeans for agr icul tural purposes. The measure 
which is now submi t t ed to the Sta tes General , and has repeatedly 
lxien promised as one of the mos t necessary i tems on the p rogramme 
of D u t c h colonial reform, has been hanging lire for a long time. 
Apar t f r o m cont rac t s wi th the semi- independent Princes of 
Su raka r t a a n d D j o k j a k a r t a , there are in J a v a several ways of 
acquir ing l anded proper ty , according t o the ob jec t in view, 
such as bui lding and the raising of produce for t he E u r o p e a n 
marke t , &c. I n the l a t t e r case land is generally acqui red on 
lease for a t e r m of 75 years, the r ights so conferred passing to the 
heirs of the original lessee. Only 43-1 es ta tes arc held in free 
ownership, a n d the his tory of this freehold sys t em is r a the r 
curious. 

After the t a k i n g of J a c a t r a , in 1619, pa r t of the neighbour ing 
count ry , a b a n d o n e d by the nat ives , was given out , first under 
leases, la ter in f reehold, to in tended colonists, whose presence 
a n d improvemen t s were supposed to ensure safe ty to the new 
se t t l ement , hencefor th to be k n o w n under the name of Batav ia , 
The calculat ion went w r o n g ; outs ide the c i ty ga tes marauder s 
and out laws terror ized the whole ne ighbourhood almost un-
checked, a n d the s i tuat ion did n o t improve when separate 
t r ac t s w'ere leased to na t ive chiefs, who, in r e tu rn , at a fixed 
price, h a d to deliver cer ta in p roduc t s of the soil to the East 
India Company . The district round Batavia only began t o enjoy 
any th ing like order and t ranqui l l i ty in the middle of the 18th 
century , wi th the direct result tha t the pr ivate es ta tes rose in 
value." The first sale on a large scale, as Professor de Louter 
informs us, took place in 1705, when Dopok and Seringsing were 
bought by Chastelein, member of the Ind ian Council, who 
t ransfer red all his p rope r ty t o his emanc ipa ted slaves on condi t ion 
of their e m b r a c i n g Chris t iani ty . In 1745 van Imhoff purchased 
Bogor for a song, and built the palace of Buitenzorg, tha t beauti-
ful count ry-sea t being conveyed f rom one Governor-General 
to the nex t unt i l Daendels d ivided it in to lots which he sold with 
great profit t o the highest bidders, reserving noth ing beyond the 
site of the palace and the g rounds occupied by the world-famous 
botanical garden. To aid' the depleted t reasury Daendels sold 
the be t te r par t of the later residences, Probolinggo and Besuki, 
which were re-purchased by Raffles, who, on the o ther hand, 
disposed at a ridiculously low va lua t ion of vast a reas in Krawang . 
Samarang . a n d the P reanger Regencies. Especially the doings 
wi th the Sukabumi es ta te , r< -purchased under van der Capellen. 
will be long remembered as a character is t ic instance of the land 
jobbing indulged in. Since 1816 no fu r the r sales of State 
Domain have occurred in J a v a . Government abs ta in ing from 

par tnersh ip in such deals, t h o u g h t h a t mode of raising money 
was o f ten advocated—e .g . , in 1849. Since 1854 the Regeer-
ingsreglement, the m o t h e r of laws for the Dutch Eas t Indies, 
expressly forbids the t r ans fe r of land to p r iva t e owners, with the 
sole except ion of small parcels for the extens ion of towns a n d 
villages, and for the erect ion of industr ial es tabl ishments . 

Rights of 0 * n s r s . 

But the ]Hirtrruliere kmderijen r emained a n d remain a sore in 
the body politic on o ther accounts . Fo rming imperia in impeno, 
their owners exercise in several d i rect ions almost sovereign 
rights. They en jov a revenue f r o m the fields cu l t iva ted by the 
nat ives , consisting' in the tjukeh—i.e., a share in the produce, 
levied a t ha rves t t ime ; or in a contingent—i.e., a share annua l ly 
agreed upon a t the r ipening of the crop. They dispose a t pleasure 
of the land n o t unde r cu l t iva t ion within their boundar ies , save 
the privileges of the na t ives wi th respect to pas tu re 
grounds and the ga ther ing of forest produce. I hev 
are ent i t led to call the na t ives out in forced labour, one day 
every week, for work in the fields cu l t iva ted exclusively for their 
own benefit , and for the repair ing of roads, bridges, water condui t s 
&c. Government has gua ran teed protect ion of the na t ives 
aga ins t ex tor t ion and oppression, keeping in its hands tlie 
adminis t ra t ion of justice and the police, leaving, however , the 
a p p o i n t m e n t a n d the r emune ra t i on of the chiefs en t rus t ed wi th 
police func t ions to the freeholders. W i t h these three-cornered 
relat ions between them, the nat ives , and the Governmen t 
officials, in m a n y respects b u t loosely defined, there was a lways 
plenty of room for fr ict ion, as p roved by the remarkable I j iomas 
affair of 1887. In t h a t par t icu lar case t he t rouble originated in 
the falling o u t of Mr. van Rees, then seated on the Viceregal 
tliron with his old f r iend Mr. de Sturlor, owner of the flourishing 
es ta te . 

Labours of the freehold Commission. 
Though the owner of T j i o m a s was vindicated, this cmiuc 

celcbre once more drew a t t en t ion to the d isadvantages ot the 
freehold system, and in 1890 a Commission was appoin ted to 
revise the regulat ions, issued in 1836, for the particuhere. hnderijen 
to the west of the T j imanook . a n d to consider the possibility of 
their repurchase by the. S ta te . The dis t inct ion of freehold in 
J a v a to the west a n d to the eas t of t h a t par t icular r iver was 
m a d e because the pr iva te es ta tes to t he west (345 in number , 
wi th a popula t ion es t imated a t 1,150,000) are of much more 
impor tance t h a n those to the eas t (89, wi th a populat ion es t imated 
a t 125 000). The Commission began a n d cont inued its labours 
a f t e r the fashion of Du tch E a s t I nd i an Commissions l o 
repea t the in format ion vouchsafed in the Statcs-Ge-icral by 
successive Ministers for the Colonies : in 1891 and 1892 in i t ia tory 
s teps were t a k e n for collecting data and a deep s tudy of the ques-
t ion ; in 1893 the Commission was busy examining the data 
co l lec ted ; in 1894 the Governor-General had wri t ten t h a t the 
quest ion was still being considered b y the Commission : in 
1895 no f u r t h e r news had reached The Hague f rom B a t a v i a ; 
and in 1896 the Commission h a d t h o u g h t it desirable to spend 
more t ime on pre l iminary invest igat ion, while an exper t h a d 
been directed t o compile an historical- juridical review of the 
ins t i tu t ion of freehold in J a v a as a guide for fu tu re proceedings 
and the f r aming of new regulations. In 1897 the new regulat ions 
were under considerat ion, a n d the Minister felt confident t h a t the 
Commission would soon finish i ts task ; in 1898 the Commission 
was still revising the old r e g u l a t i o n s ; in 1899 the Governor-
O n e ral van dor Wijok had paid 30,000fl. to t he retired Resident 
Faes, the soul of the Commission, 20,000fl. as compensat ion for 
expenses incurred, a n d 10,000fl. as reward for his services. The 
end. however , was not yet . 

The Present Position. 

The f reehold problem, then moving t owards a solution with, 
for Holland, phenomena l speed, seven years elapsed, in addi t ion 
to the ten of the commissional stage, before the ques t ion was 
deemed ripe for Pa r l i amen ta ry deba te , Resident Faes ' s suggestion 
eliciting sha rp criticism, especially f rom the side of Mr. Sibenius 
Tr ip , ret ired President of the Supreme Court at Batavia and a 
most compe ten t judge, whose a rgumen t s in the subsequen t 
controversy a n e n t feudal and allodial r ights . &c., carried grea t 
weight. In 1907 the States-General were invi ted to lend their 
co-operat ion to an exper iment with t he re-purchase of the 
freehold es ta te Nanggoong. The second c h a m b e r declined the 
invi ta t ion. Repor t ing on the Budget f o r the c u r r e n t yea r , 
the Minister for the Colonies now in office, fol lowing the cus tom 
established by his predecessors since 1887, a n n o u n c e d his inten-
t ion to t ry once more, a n d on a broader basis, a t t he first 
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oppor tun i t y . In spite of this, t he es ta te K a n d a n g h a u e r was singled 
ou t for a second exper iment on a small scale. Pers is tent rumours 
of the t rans fe r of the combined P a m a n u k a n a n d Tj iasem es ta tes 
and the Djas inga es ta te to syndica tes working wi th British 
capi tal m a y have had someth ing to do wi th his promise ac tual ly 
blossoming into a project of law. If he gets it passed there will Ire 
reason t o rejoice. The particuliere landerijen sorely impede 
the deve lopment of those residencies where they most abound . 
Quite a number of them, under control of Chinamen, are breeding-
places of all sor ts of i n iqu i ty—haun t s of op ium smugglers, 
fugi t ives f rom justice, robbers , and thieves who prey upon the 
villagers and infest even t he envi rons of Ba tav ia , making the 
outsk i r t s of the capital itself notoriously unsafe, reminding 
one of the c rude ear ly d a y s of the E a s t Ind ia Company. No 
one expects the Bill now in t roduced to per form miracles in this o r 
in any o ther direction. Supposing t h a t it does become law, 
i t is to be hojxid t h a t i t will be less of a delusion than so m a n y 
Colonial Bills of the p a s t ; assuming fu r t he r t ha t the law does 
hold its own agains t the adverse claims of jxjnurious finance, 
tin; greatest s tumbling-block of D u t c h Colonial adminis t ra t ion , 
the expropr ia t ion of the f reehold es ta tes , involving large dis-
bursements . will ye t proceed a t an exceedingly slow ra te . But 
cer ta in ly a l>eginning should Ix- made in the removal of th is evil 
of too long s tanding. And af te r J a v a , the exter ior possessions 
await, their t u r n — t h e west coast of Sumat ra , Bencoolen, Celebes, 
a n d the Banda group. 

" M I N I N G R O Y A L T I E S . " 

B Y W . B . N O R T H R O P . 

( In m e m o r y of the Whi t ehaven Colliery Disaster , May 12th, 
1010.) 

" F ive miles u n d e r the sen 
We slave f rom morn till n ight . 
W i t h never a r a y of the blessed sun 
T o cheer us wi th its light ; 
W i t h f rames b e n t flown by toil, 
Wi th lungs beclogged with dus t , 
We miners work in the seams below 
F o r the wage t h a t br ings a crust . 

" P i ck—Pick—Pick 
In the tunne l ' s endless g loom. 
And every blow tha t o u r s t rong a m i s str ike, 
But helps to carve ou r t o m b ; 
But w h a t is t h a t to those 
W h o live by our grim toil ? 
F o r ' m i n i n g r o y a l t i e s ' m u s t be made 
T o swell the l and lord ' s spo i l ! 

" O, ye who sit by the coals 
As they glow in the cheery gra te , 
Do ye ever th ink of ou r fearsome lives, 
Or bemoan o u r chi ldren 's f a te ? 
Our children reared in rags. 
Our wives b u t d rudges and slaves, 
While all o u r d a y s are t u rned to night 
Five miles b e n e a t h the waves ! 

" They tell us in the books 
No Br i ton is a slave ; 
But we are owned, both body and soul. 
F ive miles benea th the waves. 
W e toil f rom morn till night , 
But n o t for ou r own gain, 
But only t h a t ' r o y a l t i e s ' m a y be wrough t 
F r o m ou t o u r sweat a n d pain. 

The I D E A L Policy 
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" O, ye who see the I J g h t , 
And know t h a t God is jus t , 
Will ye n o t help to p u t th ings r ight ? 
To claim us more than a c rus t ? 
O, no t the crust of toil, 
Bu t the fulness of our OWN ; 
F o r now our children cry for bread, 
And they give them bu t a s tone ! 

" Yes ; open y o u r purses wide, 
To aid our present need— 
But more we ask t h a n th is a lone : 
The dea th of pr ivate greed ! 
O, free for us the land, 
Res to re to us our OWN, 
So t h a t our children who cry for bread 
May no t receive a s tone ." 

LAND AND L A B O U R : LESSONS FROM 
BELGIUM." 

B Y B . S E E B O H M R O W N T R E E . 

Publishers, Maemillan & Co., London. Price 10s. (id. 
l i s . f rom these offices. 

Pos t f ree , 

Though evident ly somewhat prepossessed in favour of small 
holdings, Mr. Rowntree ' s searching invest igat ions, which leave 
no branch of his sub jec t un touched , h a v e led liim to the conclusion 
t h a t : " Belgian experience shows t h a t though there are m a n y 
advan tages in the wide dis t r ibut ion of t he ownership of land, 
in the u l t imate solution of t he land problem m a n y other fac tors 
m u s t be t aken into consideration. . . . He r example mus t 
serve as a warning. It, shows us the wonderful results t h a t 
can be achieved in agricul ture, but i t shows us also tha t these 
have mainly benefited, n o t the workers, b u t t he accidental 
owners of t he soil ." 

Nor will t he leader who follows Mr. Rownt ree ' s most careful 
invest igat ions doubt for a moment the t r u t h of this conclusion. 
Time a f t e r t ime was it forced upon his a t t en t ion how fut i le 
had been all t he efforts of s ta tesmen, phi lanthropis ts a n d 
social reformers of the familar type , to improve the economic 
condit ion of the masses of t he people, and how impossible it 
was for these pe rmanen t ly to benefi t even b y their own almost 
super h u m a n efforts. For all their effor ts simply resul ted 
iu increased land values, in an increase in t he r en t and price 
of land. Light railways, cheap capi tal or credit , t h e use of 
chemical manures , improvements in s tock breeding, new-
varieties of crops, the sp iead of agricul tural educat ion, low-
rates for t ranspor t on the S t a t e railways, co-operat ion whe ther 
in dai ry f a rming or for t he sale or purchase of commodit ies , 
i m p o r t dut ies avowedly imposed for the benefit of agr icul ture , 
all these have been tr ied a n d found to h a v e the same resul t , 
viz., t o increase t he price which land-users have to pay for the 
use of land. Every successful effort reveals the same effect . 
T o use our au tho r ' s own words : —" Unfor tuna te ly , a fa rm t e n a n t 
canno t pe rmanen t ly be l te r his condition t o any great e x t e n t 
by improving his me thods of cul t ivat ion or by t ak ing a d v a n t a g e 
of co-operat ion, for no sooner does he do th is t h a n his improved 
position t e m p t s more men t o seek for land, t h u s forcing land 
values up still f u r the r . Indeed , it may be said t h a t f a rmers 
are in the long run penalised for improving their met hods of 
cu l t iva t ion . " 

Though pr imari ly a land of small holdings, ye t , as Mr. R o w n t r e e 
repeatedly reminds his readers , " Two-thi rds of t he land of 
Belgium is cu l t iva ted bv t enan t s and only one-third by owners . " 
The effect of high land values on tenant cul t ivators is 
admi rab ly summarised by our au tho r as follows :— 

" I t has been shown how m a n y are the advan tages en joyed 
by t he agricul tural is ts of Belgium : among them, ample means 
of cheap a n d rapid t rans i t , a go<d sys tem of agr icul tural 
educat ion , and co-operat ive societies everywhere for all k inds 
of purposes, including the provision of capi tal and the insurance 
of live-stock a t very low rates. Surely with all those blessings, 
their life should be almost ideal ! Bu t is i t ? A closer 
acqua in tance with the small holder shows us that a l though he 
seldom, perhaps never, suffers f rom wan t , he generally fives 
roughly, and , except ip winter , works unreasonably long hours , 
for low pay. . . . The immedia te cause of this is t h a t t he 
rent of land is so high—twice as high as in 1810, and near ly 
twice as high as in England a t the present t ime. This being 
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so, the tenant cannot pay it without living sparely and working 
excessively hard. . . ." 

" But what of those who are proprietors of their holdings, 
a class by whom a third part of the land of Belgium is cultivated ? 
Is their lot a desirable one, and does the solution of the problem 
of poverty in agricultural districts lie in the direction of making 
the tenants into proprietors ? " Answering these pertinent 
questions, Mr. Rowntree points out that , " The peasant pro-
prietor's mode of life is very similar to tha t of the tenant . Botli 
have to live sparely and work extremely hard to make a living." 
He gives the following interesting explanation of this fact:—• 

" This may at first sight seem an extraordinary fact , for 
one would suppose t ha t high land values, which ailect the tenant 
so adversely, would operate in favour of the (cultivating) owner. 
The explanation of the seeming anomaly is tha t land belonging 
to a peasant is scarcely ever sold except on- the death of the 
owner. When a peasant dies leaving his property to his children, 
those who wish to carry on agriculture find tha t their personal 
shares are insufficient and, consequently, are compelled to rent 
or to buy more land. If they buy, t h e h i g h price which has to 
be paid makes the purchase burdensome. I t is t rue that the 
children who forsake agriculture for the town benefit by 
high land values, whether they sell their shares or let them, but 
those who remain agriculturalists suffer, as do all other peasant, 
proprietors who have not enough land on which to livo com-
fortably and wish to add to their holdings. . . ." 

" Thus we see," continues our author, " tha t ill the caso of 
the peasant proprietors, as well as in tha t of the tenants, the 
immediate cause of the hardness of their lives is not t ha t they 
cannot produce enough from the soil, but tha t land values are 
so high." 

Mr. Rowntree then answers an objection which would occur 
to many of his readers :— 

" I t may be argued tha t since there are nearly 720,000 land-
owners in Belgium, the distribution of unearned increment 
is already so general tha t this question need not trouble us. 
But although land is much more widelv distributed than in most [ 
countries, and enormously more so than in Britain, even in 
Belgium it is true tha t 62 per cent, of the land is owned by 
- ' i per cent, of the total owners, while four-fifths of the 720,000 
owners have less than five acres each." 

Mr. Rowntree subsequently gives us the following necessary 
warning:— 

" If even in Belgium the large landowners absorb the lion's 
share of the profits of agriculture, it seems probable tha t in 
Britain, where land monopolies are far stronger, the problem 
of unearned agricultural increments might become even more 
serious if agriculture were successfully developed. Such a 
contingency cannot be lightly dismissed when we recall what 
has actually happened in connection with urban land values 
in the great cities of the United Kingdom." 

In closing we would express our grateful thanks to Mr. 
Rowntree for an admirable piece of work, which will be invaluable 
to political students and social reformers all over the world. 
He teaches us what steps are necessary in order to promote 
agricultural industry, which is impor tan t ; but lie also teaches 
us what steps are necessary if the lion's share of any such 
increased productivity is not to accrue to those who, though 
they may take no part in the work, " happen to own the agricul-
tural land," which is of far greater importance. The chief 
lesson to be drawn from the experience of Belgium might, we 
think, have been expressed even more strongly ; hut Mr. 
Rowntree's moderation should help to commend his work to 
all interested in public questions. Even the most bitter opponent 
of the Taxation of Land Values will scarcely deny the statement 
with which Mr. Rowntree concludes his book :—• 

" In unearned increments, both urban and rural, there is a 
source of revenue which will grow with every development 
of agriculture, industry and commeice. To take advantage 
of it would discourage no industry, and rob no individual, but 
would in time sensibly lessen the burden of taxation on the 
community a t large."—L.H.B. 

GLADSTONE LEAGUE LEAFLETS. 
The Gladstone League have issued a number of useful leaflets 

dealing with the taxation of land values and other parts of the 
Liberal Programme. Five of these leaflets deal specifioftlly with 
the question of Rating and Land Tenure. The arguments are 
very effective and the leaflets arc well printed. The League has 
also issued as a leaflet Mr. Lloyd George's speeoh at the Queen's 
Hall on March 23rd. 

THE LAW OF RENT. 

( A s S T A T E D I N " T H E B E E , " A P E R I O D I C A L W O R K , B Y I ) R . 
A N D E R S O N , V O L . V I . , r . 2 7 3 , & C . , P U B L I S H E D AT E D I N B U R G H 

I N T H E Y E A R 1 7 9 1 . ) 

Grain is in no case raised without a certain degree of labour or 
expense, which must be repaid to the grower ; otherwise he 
cannot afford to produce it. This may be said in the strictest 
sense to constitute the intrinsic price. 

Money being accounted the common measure of value, this 
price will be affected by the quanti ty of money tha t can be 
obtained for labour in general, in tha t place, at tha t time. The 
farmer must give those he employs wages in proportion to what 
they can get in other employments, so tha t if theso wages be 
high, the farmers' charges must bo high likewise, and the intrinsic 
price of his corn must rise as the rate of this charge is augmented. 

Thus do we perceive tha t there must be a necessary con-
nection between the price of grain and the prosperity of manu-
factures, and the degree of emolument to bo derived from them ; 
so tha t any a t tempt to advance the one a t the expense of the 
other is contrary to nature, violent in its operation, and must 
be transitory in its effects. 

The intrinsic price of grain, however, all other circumstances 
being alike, must vary with the fertility of the soil on which it 
is produced. On a rich soil, less labour and less seed will produce 
a given quanti ty of grain (more) than they would do on a soil 
tha t is less productive : so that , strictly speaking, this intrinsic 
price of corn, when considered only in this point of view, would be 
different in almost every different field. How then, may it 
be asked, can the intrinsic value be ascertained over a vast tract 
of country, possessing a diversity of soils of various degrees of 
fertility, and how shall mat ters be so managed, tha t all the 
rearers of it shall draw nearly the same price for their grain, and 
have nearly the same profits'? All this is effected in the easiest 
and most natural manner by means of rent. Rent is, in fact, 
nothing else than a simple and ingenious contrivance for equalising 
the profits to be drawn from fields of different degrees of fertility 
and of local circumstances which tend to augment or diminish, 
the expense of culture. To make this plain, a few elucidations 
will be necessary. 

In every country where men exist there will be an effectivo 
demand for a certain quanti ty of com. By effective demand, 
I mean a demand which can be supplied, so tha t the inhabitants 
may be properly subsisted. I t is this demand which in all cases 
regulates the price of grain : for the quanti ty of grain required 
in this case must be had, and the price tha t is necessary for pro-
ducing it must be paid, whatever tha t price may be. These 
calls are of such a pressing nature as not to be dispensed with. 

For the sake of illustration, we will suppose tha t the soils are 
arranged into classes, according to the degree of their fertility, 
which classes we shall a t present denominate by the letters 
A, B, C, D, E, F, G, &C. Let those comprehended in the class 
A be richer than in the class B, and so on, decreasing in fertility 
for each class as you advance towards G. Now, as the expense 
of cultivating the least fertile is as great or greater than t ha t of 
cultivating the most fertile field, it must happen tha t if an equal 
quanti ty of grain, the produce of each class of fields, can be sold 
at the same price, the profit on cultivating the most fertile fields 
will be greater, if no precaution he used, than could be obtained 
by cultivating those tha t are less fertile ; and as this profit 
must continue to decrease as sterility increases, it must happen, 
whatever lie the price of corn, tha t the expense of cultivating 
some of the inferior fields may lie equal to or exceed the value 
of the whole produce. 

This being admitted, let us suppose the effective demand 
was such as to raise the price of grain, say to 16s. per boll, and 
that the fields included in F could just admit of defraying all 
expenses, and no more, when com was at, that price ; tha t 
those of the class E could admit of being cultivated when 
the price was 15s., and that in like manner the classes 1), C, B, 
and A consisted of fields which could be .respectively cultivated 
when the prices were 14s., 13s., 12s., and l i s . per boll. 

In these circumstances, it would happen that the persons 
who possess fields in the class F would be able to afford no rent 
a t all, nor could any rent be afforded for those of G, or other 
more sterile fields, for the purpose of raising earn ; but those 
who possessed fields in the class E could not only pay the expense 
of cultivating them, but could pay to the proprietor a rent equal 
to one shilling for every boll of the free produce. In like manner 
those who possessed the fields L), 0, B and A, would be able 
to pay a rent equal to '2s., 3s., 4s. and 5s. per boll of their free 
produco respectively. Nor could the proprietor of these licldjj 
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fm< any difficulty in obtaining these rente, because the fanners, 
finding they could live equally well upon these soils af ter paving 
such rents as they could upon the class F without any rent a t all, 
would be equally willing to take these fields as the others. Thus 
it is tha t rent equalises the profits on different soils in the most 
natural and easy manner, without tending in any way to affect 
the price of grain. 

Let us now suppose once more tha t the produce of all the fields 
A, B, C, J), E and F, were not sufficient to maintain the 
whole inhabitants of tha t district. In tha t case one of two things 
must happen. Either the price of grain must rise to 17s., so 
as to induce the owner of the fields in the class G to bring 
them into culture, or a supply must be brought from some other 
place to answer the demand. In the first case the fields G 
being brought into culture, those in the class F would now bo able 
to afford a rent of one shilling per boll of the free produce, and 
all tho other classes would admit a similar rise. Now then we 
clearly perceive tha t it is the price of grain which affects the rent , 
and not tho rent which affects the price of grain, as has been 
often mistakenly alleged. 

The natural effect of such increasing demand for grain and 
augmentation of price, is the converting of barren fields into 
corn lands, which otherwise would never have become such. * * * * » « 

1 must not, however, concludo without taking notice of ono 
particular which was purposely kept out of sight, not to embarrass 
the demonstration. 1 have taken notice of land tha t might pro-
duce corn without affording any rent. But that , although a physical 
possibility, cannot practically happen. Land, in every case, 
when in pasture can afford some rent, and when the pasture is 
rich, among a luxurious people, it can afford more rent in many 
circumstances than while in corn. This rent must always bo 
deducted, whatever it is, before such land comes to the state 
in which our reasoning above is philosophically just,* If, there-
fore, the price of grain be unreasonably depressed by injudicious 
regulations, while the price of live stock increases, a wonderful 
diminution of the quanti ty of grain raised may take place, so as to 
occasion phenomena t h a t may appear very inexplicable to 
short-sighted men, and occasion alarms t ha t are altogether 
unfounded. 

THE BREAKFAST TABLE DUTIES AND FOOD 
TAXES, t 

The Breakfast Table Duties are Customs taxes on sugar, 
tea, cocoa, coffee, chicory, currants, figs, dried plums, prunes, 
and raisins. The revenue derived last year (ending March, 1909) 
by levying taxes on the importation of these articles was more 
than £10,200,000. 

The annual revenue from food taxation is £10,200,000. 
Some speakers, when declaiming against taxation of the people's 

food, miss the fact tha t the people's food is already taxed to a 
considerable amount by the Breakfast Table Duties. 

The Breakfast Table Dut ies are taxes on earnings—taxes on the 
property of many who have to work hard and long for their wages. 

One of the Breakfast Table Duties is the Tea Tax. 
On every pound of tea a customs duty of 5d. is levied, and 

every year tea drinkers pay £5,800,000. 
This is what is collected by the Customs House, but the con-

sumers pay very much more by the time the tea reaches them, 
for the importer, the merchant and the shopkeeper must make 
their profit, not only on the cost of the tea, but also on the cost 
of the tax, and the cheaper the tea, the heavier is the tax on it in 
proportion to its value ! 

We are taxed when we buy tea just as we are taxed when 
we buy coffee, cocoa, sugar, raisins, and all the other articles 
on which tho " breakfast table d u t i e s " are levied. There is 
no use trying to defend these taxes by saying they are raised 
for revenue purposes only, or tha t they represent the " share 
of the working classes." These taxes on foods and comforts 
are taxes on labour and taxes on wages, and fall with peculiar 
severity on the poorest of the poor. Why do we have to suffer 
such burdens ? The State, failing to go to the proper source 
when levying taxation, must get revenue from somewhere, and 
it forces tea drinkers to make a very considerable payment to 
the Exchequer. 

These vicious indirect taxes have been defended on the ground 
tha t they are " purely revenue producing." They have even 

*This rent, in fact, ought to be accounted part of the expense 
of cultivating the soil, as it must be sunk when it is subjected to 
the plough. 

f Loaflet No. 26. 

been justified as a means of reaching the working classes and thus 
making " the less well-to-do " contribute their fair share of 
taxation. And so the Protectionists or " Tariff Reformers," 
charged with being " Food Taxers" are ready with an obvious 
retort which they have used with more effect than some Free 
Traders care to acknowledge. 

The honest course is to denounce all food taxes and taxes of all 
kinds tha t afflict trade and industry. 

To do so is to be free to face up to the Protectionists with 
clean hands. No sound Free Trader can meet the proposal to 
put taxes on breadstuffs, meat, dairy produce, &c., unless he is 
prepared to denounce the existing food taxes. All of these taxes 
are part of an iniquitous policy which will put money into the 
pockets of a favoured few a t the expense of the great body of the 
people. Such taxes are mean and contemptible, falling as they 
do so severely on the scanty earnings of the poor. 

THE RKAL FREE TRADE POLICY. 

Free Trade rightly understood means trade which is free 
from all taxation. The great bulk, however, of our present 
revenues are obtained by interfering with and restraining trade 
and production. This is true of our national revenues, and 
truer still of our local revenues. Cobden and the early Anti-
Corn Law Leaguers, as far back as 1838 demanded :— 

The re]>eal of all laws relating to the importation of foreign 
coin and other foreign articles of subsistence, and the carrying 
out " to the fullest extent, both as affects agriculture and 
manufactures, the true and peaceful principles of Free Trade, 
by removing all existing obstacles to the unrestricted employ-
ment of industry and capital." 
That is to say tha t taxes of every kind which stand in the 

way of labour ploughing the land, of industrious and enterprising 
men sinking mines, building homes and factories, and erecting 
machinery, and of their selling and receiving payment for the 
wealth so produced, shall bo abolished. 

Freedom to exchange without freedom to produce is not Free 
Trade at all. 

Before any article can enter into commerce and become a thing 
to be traded with it must first be produced, but land monopoly 
everywhere exacts its enormous tribute, and production is 
hampered and often nearly strangled by a fiscal system tha t 
taxes every farmstead, every house, every shop, .every factory, 
every building, all fixed machinery, and every improvement tha t 
comes into existence. In face of these obstacles, the mere 
freedom to exchange is after all a small part of the greater 
freedom which you have to fight for, and which should be boldly 
advocated by every Free Trader. 

You have to fight for Free Production and for real Free 
Trade by insisting that the land be taxed according to its 
value, so tha t it may be pu t to its best use, and industry be 
relieved of the burdens it has to bear. Break down the unjust 
laws by which landholders are permitted to appropriate the 
value of the land, pocketing what is morally not theirs, obtaining 
untold wealth and rendering no service in return for what 
they receive. I t is because they (the landlords) take and keep 
the land value which is made, maintained, and enhanced by the 
community, tha t the State, compelled to get revenue from 
somewhere, a t present forces industry, forces labour and captial 
to provide the moneys it requires. 

As far back as 1899 the present Lord Advocate (Mr. Alex. 
Ure, K.C., M.P.), pointed out the iniquity of the breakfast 
tables duties, and pleaded for their complete abolition. Speaking 
a t Stoneybum in Ju ly of t ha t year he said :— 

" The taxation of tea, coffee, tobacco, dried fruits, and 
other commodities a t present paying Customs duty should be 
entirely taken away, and there should be no taxation upon 
these commodities. At present (1899) the income was some-
thing like eighty-eight millions, fifty of which was raised by 
indirect taxat ion—that is taxation upon tea and other 
commodities. Working men who used as much if not more of 
these commodities, therefore yield the greater share of the 
taxation of the country. The extent of the income which 
could be derived from Land Value taxation was enormous 
—besides it would tend to brisken the building trade." 
I t is for you, therefore, to uphold this policy of freeing the 

breakfast table duties ; to declare emphatically that this unjust 
deduction from your wages must be stopped and tha t Land 
Values must be taxed, not food, nor comforts, nor luxuries, 
nor any of the fruits of labour. 

The community creates Land Values. The community makes 
Government expenses necessary. Pay the one with the other, and 
stand film for the taxation of Land Values. 
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NOTES OF T H E MONTH. 

Progress of the Movement. 
While a deep calm prevails in polities, there is a great and 

increasing interest in the progress of valuation throughout 
the country. Innumerable meetings of surveyors and land 
agents are being held to discuss this subject. The legal 
papers and journals tha t deal with property and invest-
ments are filled with articles, scores of books are being 
published, all dealing with the valuation and the land 
taxes. " Every single piece of l a n d " said Mr. Dryland 
Haslam, at a meeting of surveyors at Reading on June 14th, 
" every single piece of land, large or small, in the United 
Kingdom, with the possible exception of Crown lands, 
will have to be valued, together with everything on, in, or 
under the surface thereof ." T i n emphasis of this state-
ment shows t h a t the surveyors a beginning to appreciate 
the magnitude of the task. A long and earnest discussion 
followed Mr. Haslam's address. It is the same e v e n where. 
Professional men are obliged to discuss this subject, and a 
movement has been set on foot which must rapidly spread 
over the whole land. Nothing more important from every 
point of view can take place. Looking abroad there is the 
same ground for encouragement and hope. In Australia. 

Canada, Denmark nnd Germany, the same qi estion has been 
widely raised, and. in a few years, the classes of men who 
concern themselves only with business will have to t reat 
this mat te r as the first and main par t of their business. 

Progress in the Colonies. 
Within the last few months considerable advances 

towards the Taxation of Land Values have been made in 
Australia and Canada. Mr. Fisher, Prime Minister of the 
Australian Commonwealth, has made it clear t ha t the 
Taxation of Land Values was the leading question for his 
par ty at the late election, and tha t he is determined to 
carry out the pledges given to the electors. Judging from 
his speeches it would seem tha t Mr. Fisher fully under-
stands the value of this policy as a means of opening up 
avenues to employment and the expansion of industry. 
The same may be said of Canada ; the movement for the 
education of the people on this question is taking a new 
and more active form in Ontario. A new association has 
been formed tinder the title " Tax Reform and Direct 
Legislation League of Ontario," with a large and repre-
sentative committee to direct its activities. This move-
ment in Canada is one of the most hopeful, as the rapidly 
increasing population, together with speculation in land, 
raises in acute form a problem of which the Taxation of 
Land Values is the obvious solution. 

The Land Union. 
Mr. E. G. Pre tyman and his friends of the Land Union 

display wonderful activity in extending their propaganda 
work throughout the country. Mr. Pre tyman himself is 
untir ing in his a t tacks on the administration of the Finance 
Act of last year. The G L A S G O W H E R A L D of June 6th 
reported t ha t it was proposed to establish a branch of the 
Land Union in Scotland for the purpose of " associating 
all persons, including women, directly or indirectly interested 
in land." We hope the organisation will be established, 
and tha t our arguments will be met by those who defend 
the present system of landholding and taxation. This is 
the best guarantee for the education of the people. 

Lord Robert Cecil's Sympathy. 
Lord Robert Cecil, speaking at the Mansion House 

yesterday on the poverty of many people in the West 
Ham and East Ham districts, said a large proportion 
of men spent a considerable part of their time in the search 
for work. He mentioned two cases of extreme hardship 
which had been brought to his notice. Recently a man 
got up at 3 o'clock in the morning, and, after eating a 
piece of bread, walked from the West Ham district to 
Willesden for a day's work. When he got there he found 
it was a night shift, so he waited. He worked throughout 
the night, and got 5s. for it. He walked back home, 
having had nothing to eat since he ate the bread 011 
the previous morning, and gave the 5s. to his wife, who 
had to pay 4s. 6d. of it for rent, leaving only 6d. for food. 
Another man walked from the same district to North 
Hampstead on the promise of a job, and then had to 
walk all the way back. Search for work under such 
circumstances was heartrending and destructive of the 
moral and physical fibre. I t meant that food could only 
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be obtained by visits to the pawnshops, those melancholy 
places in which the possessions of the family were one 
by one pledged in order to obtain enough money for the 
food. 
The T I M E S of June 4th reports this s tatement by Lord 

Robert Cecil. We are indebted to him for expressing so 
forcibly the painful and wasteful aspect of unemployment. 
There is really no other aspect to the serious inquirer. 
1 he urgency of this problem can lie appreciated a thousand 

tunes better from such stories as these than from all the 
abstract returns and Parl iamentary debates on the subject. 
The distance from West Ham to Willesden is over fifteen 
miles. The simple story itself is all too eloquent for com-
ment. Ninety per cent, of the wages goes in rent, and ten 
per cent, in food. And so far as Lord Robert Cecil's policy 
is concerned this is to go on for ever. Conservatism will 
not heal these mischiefs. 

Grinding Taxation and Thrift. 
At a dinner given to the delegates at tending the ccntenary 

celebrations of the establishment of Trustee Savings Banks 
in Scotland on June 9th in Edinburgh, a letter was read from 
Lord Rosebery. He expressed regret a t his inability to 
be present, for " there never was a less promising outlook 
for t h r i f t ; grinding taxat ion and a total disregard for 
economy in public affairs offer nothing but discouragement 
for thr i f t . Moreover, everything points to further burdens, 
and nothing to any spirit of saving or retrenchment." 

We would point out to Lord Roscbery tha t it is rather 
cruel to preach thr i f t to the working classes to-day : they 
have to be thr i f ty , else starve, and savings are quite out 
of the question. As his Lordship says, grinding taxation 
offers nothing but discouragement for thrif t , but his and 
our opinions of "g r ind ing t a x a t i o n " differ. He strenu-
ously opposed the Budget which contained provisions for 
the valuation of land making the taxat ion of land values 
possible. He regards land values taxat ion as grinding. 
On the other hand we regard taxes on industry—on houses, 
incomes, food, machinery—as grinding in the fullest sense 
of the word ; and taxes on land value, which is the result 
of the community 's enterprise and activities, as the only 
just taxation. Abolish these grinding taxes and substitute 
land values taxation, and people will have an opportunity 
to be thrift}'. 

Poverty in London. 
During the week ending June 4th, the London County 

Council fed 41,162 school children, as compared with 25 000 
in the corresponding week of last year. The Council have 
been discussing the problem of what is to be done for those 
children during the summer holiday of six weeks. At 
present they are not allowed to spend money on feeding 
the children during the vacation, and now it is found 
necessary to amend this law in order tha t a large number 
of children may not suffer. This is one of those cases in 
which it is becoming apparent t h a t more care must be 
taken to recognise the lines which divide social from 
individual duties. Children are always a difficult problem, 
but hungry children are doubly so. " How those children 
who depend upon County Councils for their food, are to 
get holidays in the right sense of the word we cannot see. 
They cannot take the County Councils or School Boards 
t o the coast or country. These departures from the one 
natural way of feeding children must all end in the further 
restriction of their freedom. 

A Shopkeeper ruined by Landlordism. 
A meeting of creditors of Edwin Dobbin, formerly a book-

seller and stationer, St. John ' s Square, Cardiff, was held 
a t the offices of the Cardiff Official Receiver on' June 6th 
According to the S O U T H W A L E S D A I L Y N E W S of June 6th 
the s ta tement showed tha t debtor commenced trading 

a,bout 40 years ago, and purchased a business in St. Mary 
Street. He secured a lease of 21 years on the premises 
at a rental of £200. On the expiration of the lease he was 
offered a renewal of the lease at a rental of £400 exclusive 
of rates and taxes. He, however, removed to St. John ' s 
Square. The business gradually fell off, and his stock, 
fixtures. <fec., were ultimately sold. His household furniture 
was sold to his wife, who is now keeping a seaside boarding-
house. During the early part of his t rading he was very 
successful, and purchased 11 houses, but he had obtained 
advances on these to put more capital into his business. 

Here is a case of a man succeeding in business, bu t owing 
to an unjust system, being compelled to choose between 
surrendering the results of his enterprise to the landowner, 
and transferring his operations to another site, t hus for-
feiting the goodwill and advantages of a 21 years' business 
connection. He chose the latter alternative and failed. 
A tax on land values would destroy the monopoly power 
enjoyed by landowners and disable them from demanding 
exorbitant increased rentals when renewals of leases were 
required. 

The Problem of Juvenile Labour. 
Mr. Cobden Sanderson presided at a joint meeting held 

at Church House, Westminster, on June 10th, in connection 
with the conference of School Managers and Care Committee 
Guild. In introducing the subject of the meeting, namely 
" A f t e r care and the Juvenile Department of the Labour 
Exchange," he said he was of opinion tha t the arts and 
crafts were not a great foundation upon which to build 
the industries of this country. There was a great difference 
between learning a trade for trade purposes and learning 
it as a par t of general education. 

Mr. W. S. Cohen (Divisional Officer of Labour Exchanges 
for London and South-Eastern Counties) said tha t nego-
tiations and discussions were going on between the Board 
of Trade and London County Council in connection with 
the matter. 

Mr. George Barnes, M.P., said there was no t rade union 
aspect of the matter as such, as it was a wider question 
than mere trade unionism. They were there as citizens 
of a great democratic, country to devise ways and means 
to protect and to advise the young how to succeed in life 
1 hey were face to face with a great evil, inasmuch as large 
numbers of school children were leaving school a t 14—a 
most impressionable age—and he was afraid a great many 
of them ran to seed or waste because of the absence of some 
guiding or controlling hand. In his judgment something 
would have to be done by legislation to protect those 
children in their helplessness and prevent them being 
exploited by employers of labour. 

Not one of the speakers seems to have realised the real 
factor in the problem, tha t the poverty question is a t the 
bottom of the evil. When men can get work at fair wages 
children will not be sent out to work early in life and ' 
further, with increased employment would come increased 
facilities for p lacing beginners in trades and professions 
t ha t they could learn and remain at with good wages. 

The Demand for Land. 
From reports of the estate market it is evident tha t the 

demand for land is very keen, and tha t consequent^ prices 
are high. On June 16th five farms belonging to the Marquis 
of Exeter were sold at Lincoln. The farms extended to 
(23 acres and realised £29.780, or an average of £41 per 
acre. This keen demand is met evervwhere " The 
t ime has passed," says the E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E ' " when 
people can think of Essex as a flat country, and of land in 
t ha t county as of no account, . . . The" davs of £10 per 
acre have gone long ago." In the towns and cities there 
is also lively competition for land which can be obtained 
without restrictions on its development. Although the 
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users of land may be justified in offering high rents and 
prices, there is still the best of reasons for pressing on with 
the valuation in order to secure some degree of permanence 
for the increased prosperity which is the basis of the demand. 

Movements in Population and Values. 
There has never been a time, perhaps, when the change 

of population from old countries to new was so great, and 
consequently there never was a time when the "values of 
the land in new countries increased so rapidly. The 
T I M E S of June 17th gave a report of the ordinary general 
meeting of the Rhodesia Exploration and Development 
Co., Ltd. The Chairman said : " Our claims, our land 
holding, and our stands and office property all stand in the 
books at nominal figures as compared with actual values. 
. . . Agriculturally, great strides have been made. 
People from Canada, Australia, and other agricultural 
countries who have carefully looked over South Africa, 
including Rhodesia, tell us that South Africa, as 
an agricultural and stock-raising countrv, will compare 
favourably with any other part of the world, and 1 would 
ventuie to forecast to you tha t one of the next great move-
ments in South Africa will be a very great increase in the 
value of land." 
^ The same kind of statement is made at the meetings of 

Canadian Land Companies. Special efforts are being made 
everywhere by the statesmen and agents of the Colonies 
to attract population. The meaning of all this is becoming 
more apparent to men, and the connection between popu-
lation and land values carries a clear suggestion as to t i e 
remedy for difficulties and hardships which too often 
appear in new countries. 

A Proved Remedy for Land Withholding. 
In New Zealand we have neither the Increment nor 

the Undeveloped Land Tax of the British Budge t ; bu t 
our tax of Id. in the £ on all land—including agricultural 
land—operates, in the long run, in much the same way 
as an increment duty, and also serves the useful purpose 
of making it unprofitable to hold land without put t ing 
it to its fullest use. . . . Most of the cities and local 
bodies in New Zealand have, of their own option, adopted 
the system of rating on the " unimproved " values, or, 
in other words, on the land values. There is no doubt 
whatever t ha t they have found the result satisfactory. 
Apart from the discouragement it has given to the 
holding of land for speculation purposes, by compelling 
land unused to pay its full share of rates, it is generally 
regarded to be the fairest basis of taxation. Were 
the ratepayers not convinced of this, they would long 
ago, under initiatory powers they possess, have reverted 
to the old order of things. 

This testimony to the efficacy of a t ax on all land values 
is taken from an article entitled " Land Valuation : How 
-New Zealand solved the problem," in the M O R N I N G L E A D E R 
of 14th June. The article shows how valuation was carried 
out in New Zealand. There is no word about the insur-
mountable difficulties we hear so much about in the Con-
servative Press. We commend the above extract to the 
notice of those faint-hearted reformers who always shy 
at new schemes. 

Peasant Proprietorship Failure. 
The Paris Correspondent of the S T A N D A R D s tated on 

June 22nd t h a t " with the object of stemming the tide 
pi depopulation in France, a Bill has been introduced 

v i . t , l e ^ e n a t e - • • • An important clause is one 
which proposes to relax the State provision as to the 
Partition of property and to enable a landholder to bequeath 
his estates as he wishes." 

This is one more proof tha t ownership of land, no mat te r 
now it is distr ibuted, is unworkable and inevitably leads to 

the creation of large estates. The difficulty experienced 
in France will come to Ireland in due time. ' 

Small Holdings. 
On June 15th the Small Holdings (No. 3) Bill was read 

the second time and committed to a Committee of the 
whole House. The Bill contains provisions for the payment 
of compensation to tenants on whom notice to quit is 
served with a view to the use of land for the provision of 
Small Holdings under the Small Holdings and Allotment 
Acts, 1908. 

The necessity for such a Bill brings out the futility of the 
Small Holdings Act. To force men who are developing an 
area of land to make way for a greater number of men to 
develop the same piece of land when there are abundant 
acres untouched, is a bad policy. The taxation of land 
values would obviate the necessity for any Small Holdings 
Acts. It would force landowners to bring their idle acres 
under development, supplying land for small holdings 
without the interference of Councils ; and, where land is 
under-developed, would force and encourage, by enabling 
the abolition of taxes on improvements, a fuller development. 

A Sponsor's Dereliction. 
Speaking on the Small Holdings Act and the importa-

tion of foreign cattle in the House of Commons on June 
20th, Sir Edward Strachey asked the House to remember 
t ha t the result of an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
in this country might be absolute ruin to the small 
holder, who, for one thing, had no landlord to remit 
his rent. This s tatement was cheered by the Con-
servatives. Sir Edward is a very cool defender of the Small 
Holdings Act. Not long ago he claimed as one of its 
merits the fact tha t it sent up the value of land, and 
now, _ when by his position, he should befriend the Small 
Holdings Act, he tells us t h a t private landowners make 
better masters t han the County Councils or the Board 
of Agriculture. There is a good deal to be said for this 
view. 

Sir Thomas Whittaker and the United Committee. 
The Report of the United Committee has attrac ted con-

siderable attention in many quarters. The record of the 
Committee's activities during last year contained references 
to the at t i tude adopted by certain Liberals with regard to 
the Budget. Among the Liberals who opposed the Budget 
were Sir Robert Perks, Mr. Harold Cox, and Sir Thomas 
Whittaker. The two former were more open and consistent 
in their opposition, and Sir Robert Perks resigned, Mr. Cox 
being defeated a t the election. Sir Thomas Whittaker has 
at tacked the Committee's Report in the Press. He still 
sneers at the " fallacies of Henry Georgism," but thinks it 
advisa.ble to remain in a par ty which has adopted Henry 
Georgism as its policy. The Budget is a result of Henrv 
George's work. As Mr. Churchill declared at Derby on 
January 11th: ' "Land Reform and Free Trade stood 
together. They stood together with Henry George, with 
Richard Cobden, and they stood together in the Liberal 
policy to-day." We can assure Sir Thomas Whittaker 
tha t there will be no rest for him if the spread of Henry 
Georgism disturbs him. It is our intention to spread tha t 
philosophy much more in the future than we have done in 
the past. 

Labour Exchanges. 
The D A I L Y N E W S of June 15th says t ha t the extension 

of the Labour Exchange system which is in contemplation 
in London district is very considerable. Another case of 
putt ing the cart before the horse. I t would be rather more 
effective to supply (by Taxing Land Values) more employ-
ment for the present Exchanges to deal with. They need 
it badly, or if they do not, the unemployed do. 
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" O U R POLICY." 
11 We would s imply take for the communi ty w h a t belongs to 

the community—the va lue that a t taches to land by the errowtb 
of the communi ty ; leave sacred to the Individual all that 
belongs to the ind iv idua l ."—Ht tuy Gtorge. 

A PRACTICAL POLICY. 

THE passing of the Finance Act, 1909-10, marks an 

important stage in the progress towards our goal. The 

long struggle for a Valuation Bill developed into a great 

campaign over the whole battlefield of national politics. 

The progressive forces fought and won at the General 

Election on the proposal tha t land everywhere should be 

valued apart from improvements. 

What- we have won in the Budget is a first-rate Valuation 

Bill. The " Duties on Land V a l u e s " imposed by the 

Finance Act, 1909-10, are of very small importance com-

pared with the valuation. Many of us would not be sorry 

to see them disappear another year, and give place to a 

proper uniform annual levy on all land values without 

exception. The immediate point, however, is t ha t as they 

stand they do not prejudice fur ther schemes, inasmuch 

as they hardly touch the fringe of land values. The 

Increment Value Du ty and the Reversion Du ty affcct 

only a small fraction of future increases in land value and 

do not touch the huge values which the public by its 

presence, industry, and expendi ture had created prior 

to the year 1909 and is re-creating year by year. The 

Undeveloped Land Duty is only a belated removal of an old 

inequality. Professor Marshall says it is sound finance 

because " i t proposes to bring under taxation some real 

income, which has escapcd taxation merely because it docs 

not appear above the surface in a money form." It will 

only pu t the owners of undeveloped land on something 

like a fair level with other landowners. Their contribution 

will still be less than they should pay to put them on the 

same footing as other owners who are paying Income Tax 

under Sclicdulc A, a s ' id . in the £ on the capital value of the 

site amounts to less than the Is. 2d. in the £ on the yearly 

value of land which is being paid by owners of developed 

property. 

These duties, therefore, do very little to carry out the 

policy which underlies the Budget proposals, namely, the 

transfer of public burdens on to public values, and the 

freeing of industry f rom the deadweight of taxation and the 

fetters of monopoly. To give practical shape to t h a t policy 

by using the valuation provided by the Budget is the 

need of the moment. 

The reform of Schedule A of the Income Tax, by taking 

land values alone as the basis of assessment, is well worthy 

of consideration, but the administrative difficulties involved 

in such a course would seem to be greater, and the practical 

relief less, than in making the new levy on land values 

available to relieve the pressure of our present rates. 

The municipalities of the United Kingdom have long 

determined tha t the working ratepayers must be relieved 

a t the expense of the owners of unearned gains, and tha t 

progress and improvement is only possible if the obstructive 

] power of monopoly is broken down by taxation on the true 

value of land whether used or unused. 

At the same time the claim of rural districts to relief 

I is undeniable and must be faced when the Agricultural 

Rates Act expires and the question of the readjustment 

of local and national fiuance comes at last to be dealt with 

in a systematic manner. Last week (21st June) a Municipal 

| Deputation approached Mr. Lloyd George with reference 

to the allocation of the Land Values Duties, and asked 

tha t further sums should be allowed to local authorities 

in respect of expenditure on national services. Mr. Lloyd 

George said, in reply, tha t the whole question of local 

taxat ion had got to be sifted to the bottom, t ha t the present 

position of affairs was most unsatisfactory, and tha t the 

local authorities should consider the whole problem from 

the point of view of broadening the basis of taxation. 

Agriculture also requires and is entitled to the same 

relief as the building trade and all other industries, and 

must be freed from the burdens of rates which now penalise 

and prevent enterprise and development. At the same 

time if the fair share of taxation which should be borne by 

rural districts is left to fall upon the true value of the land 

apart from improvements and without regard to actual 

use or non-use, cultivators will at last have the chance 

of obtaining land on fair terms which will admit of finan-

cial success. 

Lastly, the case is urgent for the remission of the present 

taxes on the food and comforts of the poor, which while 

they exist give to the Tariff Reformers their one plausible 

argument for tariff-mongering and pretending tha t protec-

tive taxes can be imposed which will not increase the cost 

of living. 



July, 1910. Land Values. 27 

We therefore advocate the following policy :— 

1. To free from the burden of rates 

(a) Dwelling-houses in town and country, and 

(b) Factories, workshops, mills, mining-works, shops, 

warehouses, offices, and all industrial and business 

premises, and all farm buildings and agricultural 

improvements ; 

Leaving expenditure to be raised on the basis of 

the value of land everywhere, apar t from improve-

ments, and whether used or unused ; 

Thus making public values available for the. public 

benefit, and breaking down the barriers which land 

monopoly now opposes to municipal, industrial, and 

agricultural development and enterprise ; 

Relieving the building trade from a tariff which 

restricts production, and making it possible for more, 

better and cheaper dwellings to be provided in towns 

and villages, and creating a fresh demand for labour 

in the building and all the allied and auxiliary trades ; 

Securing greater facilities for the cultivators of 

the soil, and making small holdings and allotments 

obtainable on fairer terms ; 

Causing land everywhere to be used in ways more 

advantageous to the workers ; and 

Freeing industry of all kinds—agriculture, mining, 

forestry, manufacturing, engineering, public works, 

t ransport , distribution—from burdens and restric-

tions, and extending the field for the remunerative 

employment of labour and capital in town, suburb 

and country. 

2. (a) To give effective relief to the poorer (rural) districts 

from the excessive burden of rates which now falls on them 

in providing for what are largely national requirements ; 

Thus making national services a national burden, and 

distributing tha t burden according to ability to bear i t ; 

(b) To secure for the agricultural industry a genuine 

measure of relief in the place of the dole to agricultural 

landlords under the Agricultural Rates Act ; 

Thus giving to agriculture a t last the fair t rea tment 

to which it is entitled equally with all other industries. 

3. To abolish the taxes on tea, sugar and all foods ai d 

comforts of the poor ; 

Thus cheapening the cost of living for the mass of the 

people. 

To carry this policy into effect we suggest the following 

liractical proposals :— 

To secure the early completion of the Valuation of all 

Land apar t from improvements provided for by the Finance 

Act, 1909-10, and to make such Valuation public, and to 

utilise it by 

1. Empowering local authorities to levy rates on the 

basis of that valuation to pay for the local services and local 

improvements which create and maintain Land Values ; 

Levying a Budget Tax on all Land Values, to be applied 

(a) In providing a national fund to take the place 

of the present Assigned Revenues or Grants-in-Aid 

of Local Taxation (including the Grant under the 

Agricultural Rates Act), to be allocated towards 

the cost of such services as Education, Poor Relief 

and Main Roads, which though locally administered 

are national in character, in such ways as are just 

having regard to the needs and the resources of tl>c 

various districts ; and 

(b) In providing the amount of the remitted Duties 

on tea, sugar, and other articles of food and comfort. 

CROMPTON L L E W E L Y N DAVIES 

AN IRISH LANDLORD'S PUZZLE. 
SELECT COMMITTEE OF INDUSTRIES (IRELAND) 1885. 

Evidence of Sir Robert Kane, examined by Colonel King-
Harman, 11th June, 1885. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the system which exists in the 
West of Ireland of giving enormous fortunes to the daughters ? 

A. Yes ; tha t impoverishes the farmers very much, and 
leaves them without the means of properly working their land. 

Do you know tha t system to prevail anywhere else except in 
Ireland, of a farmer starving his land in order to give an undue 
proportion to his daughters ?—I am not familiar enough with the 
domestic economy of different countries to be able to say, but, 
as far as I know, in France it does not exist. 

In the West of Ireland especially, the land is impoverished 
in consequence of the desire to give too large a portion to the 
daughters T—That is one cause of the abstraction of capital which 
might be profitably employed in its working. 
B y M r . SEXTON : — 

Does not the fortune taken out of one farm usually go into 
another ?—In this sense, that it probably assists the son-in-law 
in getting a farm somewhere ; he probably pays that as a fine, 
and enters upon the occupation of a farm with very little more 
capital than if he had not got the fortune at all. 

Or, if he is a farmer, as a farmer's son-in-law usually is, the 
fortune enables him to work the farm ?—That might be so. 
B y C o l o n e l K I N G - H A R M A N : — 

Do you know that the money which goes from the land to the 
son-in-law, as a mat ter of fact, does not come back to the land ; 
that it is one of the puzzles to know where it goes to ?—I certainly 
believe that in very many cases the money is not employed in 
the improvement of the farm, but I cannot undertake to say tha t 
I know what becomes of it. 

INTERNATIONAL FREE TRADE CONGRESS. 

An International Free Trade Congress will lie held in Antwerp 
on 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th August. A paper will be read by Mr. 
Fredk. Verinder on behalf of the United Committee on " The 
Relationship of Land Values to Free Trade." The United 
Committee will be glad to receive immediate notice from anyone 
free to attend as their delegate. 

B 
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HOLDING A N D W I T H H O L D I N G . 

B y F R E D K . V E R I N D E R . 

" Land is the mother, and l a b o u r is the father of all wealth." 
—Sir William J'elly. 

" You take my life when you take the means whereby I live." 
—Shakespeare. 

Said an ancient writer, long before the times of Pet ty and 
Shakespeare :— 
" There is tha t withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth 

to Poverty. . . . 
" H o tha t withholdeth corn, the people Khali curse him." 

—Proverbs xi. 24, 26. 
What, then, of him tha t withholdeth the land from which alone 
the corn can l>e produced ? 

The landholder who allows the worker to use " his " land, 
and charges him rent for it, is at any rate giving him a chance to 
live. It may be only a poor chance ; he may have to work hard 
and fare harder, for he must share what ho produces with the 
landlord. But it is a " sort of a chance." 

But the land withholder denies him the right to produce by 
stopping the very source from which all production flows; bv 
withholding from tho willing workers the opportunity of growing 
or earning the corn and other means by which they live. 

He is driving into the ranks of the Unemployed the men who 
might be growing the corn, and milling it. and baking it into 
bread ; the men who might IK- hewing the coal, and winning the 
ironstone, and burning the one to smelt the other, and fashioning 
the pig-iron into steel, and the steel into machines; the men 
who might be digging the china-clay and the tin out of the 
land, and making them into pots and pans ; the men who might 
1*3 shaping the clay into bricks ; the men who might be building 
the houses which the people need, on the valuable but vacant 
plots that surround our towns. 

" He tha t withholdeth " building land is responsible for the 
high rents of the houses we have, and for the often overcrowded 
condition of those who live in them. He is responsible, not 
only for the starvation of those whom he shuts out from his 
own land, but for the low wages of those who are in work. His 
withholding " t ende th to poverty." Nothing keeps down 
wages so effectively as the presence of a mass of unemployed 
men who must work for some wages, however pitiful, or starve. 
And nothing makes unemployment so constantly or effectively 
as the withholding of land from uses of productive labour. 

What we are asking the Government to do is to tax all land 
on its true value: to tax the holder of land who is using it well 
no more that the withholder of land who is keeping it idle: to 
tax the withholder of his unused land no less than the improving 
landlord is taxed. 

'Plic landlord who is already putt ing his land to the best use, 
or is allowing others to do so. has least to fear from the taxation 
of Land Values. The man who will be " hi t " first and hardest 
by the taxat ion of land according to its value for the best use 
to which it might be put is the man who is not putt ing the land 
to any use a t all. H e is injuring t h e community, denying the 
workers access to the land, without which they cannot produce 
the good tilings they need. The " injury " to himself, of which 
tho withholder of land complains, amounts chieflv to th is : that 
the pressure of the t a x will compel him either to use t h e land 
himself for productive purposes, or to allow someone else to do 
so ; that is, to afford new opportunities for t he employment of 
labour and give new impetus to the production of wealth. 

He tha t withholdeth land, the people shall—tax him. 

T H E P A R A M O U N T ISSUE. 

[From THE OUTLOOK (New York), June, 1910. | 
The paramount issue in the United States is represented by 

the legal phrase Special Interests vs. Public Welfare. 
We do not agree with those who condemn all representatives 

of Special Interests as corrupt politicians and commend all 
pleaders for public welfare as pure patriots. Some high-minded 
men represent Special Interests ; some demagogues represent 
Public Welfare. But the trial of a cause is not a prize contest 
in which the verdict is awarded to the best lawyer. The ease 
of Special Interests vs. Public Welfare is not to be determined 
by the merits of the men who represent their clients. It is to 
b? determined by the character of the issues involved and the 

probable effects of the public decision on the Nation. All the 
issues now before the country are different forms of this funda-
mental issue. 

Protection : Shall we organize our tarilf to protect Special 
Interests, or to promote Public Wealth and Public Welfare ? 
Shall we determine our tariff by balanced agreements between 
the Special Interests, so as to give something to each one 1 or 
by a disinterested and non-partisan estimate of the effect on the 
general public—the consumer no less than the manufacturer ? 

Conservation : Shall we invite Special Interests to take 
possession of our mines and our water powers, in the faith that 
private enterprise will develop public wealth ? or shall we keep 
them under public control in order to insure the participation 
in their benefits of all the people ? 

Forestry : Shall we deliver over our forests to the lumbermen 
to transform them as rapidly as possible into building lumber 
and wood pulp ? or shall we so control them that our trees shall 
be a perpetual crop—always drawn upon, never exhausted ? 

Reclamation : Shall we leave private enterprise to pick out 
such lands as it thinks profitable for the private person to reclaim, 
and leave the reclaimed lands to be the perpetual property of 
the corporations which have reclaimed them ? or shall we reclaim 
them by the public and for the public ? 

Railway Rate Regulation : Shall we leave our National high-
ways to be owned and operated by private parties for private 
profit ? or shall we bring them so under public control that all 
the public—the big shipper and the little shipper, the big town 
and the little town—shall profit on equal terms by the service 
which the highways render ? 

The peril of allowing the Nation's wealth to fall into a few 
hands is emphasised by modern writers on government, For 
example : 

W. E. H. Lecky : " The evils that spring from mere plutocracy 
are great and increasing. One of the most evident is the enor-
mous growth of luxurious living. The evil does not, in my 
opinion, lie in the multiplication of pleasures. . . . What is 
really to be deplored is the inordinate and ever-increasing expen-
diture on things which add nothing, or almost nothing, to human 
enjoyment. It is the race of luxury, the mere ostentation of 
wealth, which values all things by" their cost, . . . But the 
worst aspect of plutocracy is the social and political influence 
of dishonestly acquired wealth. . . . No one who is acquainted 
with society in England, France, anil America can be blind to 
the disquieting signs of the increasing prominence of this evil. 
With the decline of rank and the breaking down of old customs, 
conventionalities, and beliefs, the power of wealth in the world 
seems to grow." 

And again : " I t is not the existence of inherited wealth, even 
on a very large scale, that is likely to shake seriously the respect 
for property ; it is the many examples which the conditions of 
modern society present of vast wealth acquired by shameful 
means, employed for shameful purposes, and exercising an alto-
gether undue influence in society and in the State. When 
tr iumphant robbery is found among the rich, subversive doctrines 
will grow among the poor." 

More explicit in its bearing on American life is the warning of 
James Bryce: "P lu tocracy used to be regarded as a form 

of oligarchy, and opposed to democracy. But there is a strong 
plutocratic element infused into American democracy ; and the 
fact tha t it is entirely unrecognised in constitutions makes it 
not loss potent, and possibly more mischievous. The influence 
of money is one of the dangers which the people have always to 
guard against, for it assails not merely the legislatures, but the 
party machinery, and its methods are as numerous as they are 
insidious." 

History illustrates and enforces these warnings. 
The concentration of wealth in the control of a few, the 

consequent growth of luxury on the one side and of discontent 
on the other, the simultaneous development of a privileged class 
and of a proletariat, the contempt of the privileged class for the 
proletariat and the hatred of the proletariat for the privileged 
class, made Greece an easy prey to Rome. The same conditions 
in Rome brought her to a similar downfall. 

In reading the first volume of Guglielmo Ferrero's " T h e 
Greatness and Decline of Rome " one might imagine that he was 
listening to a modern journalist's description of modern conditions 
in parts of America. There is the tenement-house—" wooden 
lodging-houses, many stories high, managed and sub let by a 
frcedman or a lessee : " high r.mts for the poorer classes—"the 
laborers and small tradesmen of Rome would pay heavy 
rents for a single room : " extravagant rise in land values—" if a 
man inherited land in Rome or had been early enough in buying 
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it. his for tune was made ; " a grea t cleavage in society between 
rich and p o o r — " on the one side was the grea t host of men who 
had lost all t h e y h a d to lose in the world, the b a n k r u p t t r ade r s 
and ruined landowners who were to be found in every corner of 
Italy, on the o ther a small a n d grasping clique of parvenu 
millionaires ; " a consequent growing restlessness and discontent 
— " the glaring cont ras t be tween the il l-gotten gains of the few 
and the penury of the m a n y did much to accen tua te the general 
unres t ." an unres t which was not cured a n d was scarcely aba ted 
either by public en t e r t a inmen t s lavishly supplied by the privileged 
classes, or by " un i t ed char i t ies " offering corn to the poor to 
keep off the th rea tened famine , or even by giving t h e m land 
which they m i g h t c u l t i v a t e — " for i t was n o t lands to cul t iva te 
t ha t the pro le tar ia t desired, b u t incomes t h a t could lie en joyed 
without undue exer t ion ." 

The F rench Revolu t ion was a revol t of the c o m m o n people 
against the privileged classes—the clergy and tho nobles—of 
whose special privileges Taine gives an appal l ing account . Tha t 
Revolution was more economic t h a n pol i t i ca l ; i ts precursor the 
hunger r iots in var ious pa r t s of France beginning as early as 1771. 

The bi t ter d iscontent which th rea tens Russ ia wi th a revolu-
tion not less terrible t h a n t h a t of more t h a n a cen tu ry ago in 
France is the d iscontent of a n ill-paid, over-worked, a n d over-
taxed pro le tar ia t and their a t t e m p t e d revol t agains t an over-
paid, underworked, and under t axed nobili ty. 

The bat t le of the Budge t in England is no th ing bu t a ba t t l e 011 
the pa r t of democracy which is de te rmined on an economic 
leveling which a landed and weal thy ar is tocracy resists a t every 
s tep in its slow b u t s teady progress. 

This issue of the centuries America now confronts : Shall this 
land and i ts con ten ts belong to Public Welfare or to Special 
Privilege ? T h a t issue was never in the his tory of the p a s t so 
well unders tood by so m a n y persons as i t is to-day. The popular 
instinct is r ight , the popu la r demand is j u s t : America for 
Americans, no t for a few specially f avoured Americans. A b r a h a m 
Lincoln's phrase is the accepted mot to of political democracy : 
Government of the people, by the people, for the people. 
Modified by a change of one word, i t becomes the m o t t o of 
industrial d e m o c r a c y : W e a l t h of the people, by the people, for 
the people. The Na t ion ' s wea l th belongs to the people ; it 
should be controlled by the people ; i t should be adminis te red 
for the people. To this resul t American democracy is slowly 
moving. I t is moving in the r ight direction. I t can be led ; it 
cannot long be thwar t ed . The present problem of the Nat ion 
is not to increase the Na t ion ' s weal th ; i t is to d i s t r ibu te t ha t 
wealth more equi tab ly . I t is not to increase the Na t ion ' s 
population ; i t is to make t h a t popula t ion more intell igent, more 
virtuous, more prosperous a n d contented . 

MONOPOLY GULCH. 

G O L D I S GOOD, B U T W A T E R IS B E T T E R . 
B Y A . H . B R O O M H A L L . 

" Pa rd , we 've s t ruck it r ich a t l a s t—jus t look a t them hens ' 
eggs. Here is a dead cinch on a million. Think of t h e m babies 
away back in t he Sta tes ! " 

The speaker was a tal l , lank individual , with a reddish beard , 
pale blue eyes, a n d a countenance brown and drawn f rom hard-
ships and exposure . By his side stood a s t u r d y man of 35 ; 
a mat te r -of - fac t individual , who was not fluent of speech, b u t 
his eyes shone with the keenest sat isfact ion. 

" Yes, Bill, it seems too good to be t rue . There 's t housands 
in sight , b u t if we had all the gold in t he hills it would do us 
no good unless we could find water near by. Shake your bot t le 
and you'll find it e m p t y , a n d its miles a n d miles f rom here to 
the nearest d r o p . " 

At sunrise Hez and Bill began their search for wate r , but not 
a d rop could t h e y find. They climbed t he s teep and rugged 
sides of the moun ta in in vain, and were abou t giving u p in despair , 
when Hez said he believed the re was water near but it flowed 
down the o ther side of the hills. After a long search his judg-
ment was verified, for on the o ther side they discovered a limpid 
s t ream, which leaped out of a crevice in the face of a perpen-
dicular rock, fell t w e n t y feet or more, and ran swif t ly away across 
a little p la teau. This a f t e rwards proved to be the only water 
within m a n y miles. Each took a dr ink , filled his bot t le , and 
sat down to rest . 

" Well ," said Bill, " gold is good, b u t water is be t t e r—hey . 
boss ? " 

" Yes," replied Hez, " gold is goou or what you can get for i t , 
but when there is not,bin' to get i t 's wor th no th in ' . ' ' 

" Ix ' t ' s walk down the creek a bi t . " 
Sui t ing the act ion to the word, he rose a n d followed the s t ream 

a few yards , when be s t a r t ed wi th surprise, a n d shouted to his 
companion to follow him. Bill has tened a t the word, and they 
were soon together con templa t ing a r emarkab le f reak of na ture . 

The s t ream disappeared as a b r u p t l y as it, appeared . There 
was a r i f t in the surface of the p la teau , in to which the creek 
fell a n d was lost. 

" Well, I ' m glad t h a t she s tayed up long enough to b rea the , " 
said Bill. " But enough is enough, so let 's get back to the Gulch 
and s take off our c laims." ^ 

Hez and Bill got 011 swimmingly ; t rue , they had to " to te ' 
the i r water f rom Minute Creek, as Bill had dubbed the s t ream, 
but, t hey kept piling up the nuggets , and were more than happy . 

Af te r they h a d been in t he Gulch a couple of months , a 
s t ranger 011 a good horse rode down the moun ta in to their shan ty 
a n d said : " Good morning, gent lemen." H e was of medium 
height , slender and ac t ive : his face would have been handsome 
bu t his eyes were so close toge ther , and his lips so closely set. 
I t was a p p a r e n t t h a t he was a m a n of educa t ion and nerve. 
He looked like a pick-axe and shovel were s t rangers to him, 
and t h a t he would refuse a n in t roduct ion. Hez and Bill cordially 
told h im a b o u t the richness of their claims, and tha t there were 
more good claims in t he Gulch. They also told him of the 
difficulties in get t ing water , a n d of t he peculiar appearance and 
d isappearance of Minute Creek. This interested the s t ranger 
ve ry much , a n d lie asked if Bill would show h im the creek next 
d a y . 

' ' C e r t a i n l y . " said Bill, and at, sunrise t hey s tood u p o n the 
p l a t eau beside Minute Creek, f t was a beaut i fu l spot. The 
li t t le p a r k sloped gentlv towards t he south , contained a b o u t 
one hundred a n d s ix ty acres of good land, and was a l together 
desirable. While they strolled about , Bill did the ta lking, 
and when he suggested t h a t t hey go batik, t he s t ranger declined, 
saying lie believed t h a t he would s t ay the re t h a t night . Bill 
urged him t o come down to t he Gulch a n d s take off a claim. 
" There ' s p len ty for a l l ," said Bill. " b u t i t won't, be m a n y 
m o n t h s before t he whole valley will be full of prospectors ." 

" I ' l l be down in t he morn ing ," said his companion , " b u t I 
d o n ' t believe I ' 11 dig a n y gold." ; 

W h e n Bill was gone the s t ranger said t o himself : ' Here s 
a mi l l ion! Le t t he fools d ig—I' l l get t h e gold, or m y n a m e is 
not G. Reed ." 

* * * * * 

Reed was absen t a b o u t th ree mon ths . During t h a t t ime 
Hez and Bill worked on. t a k i n g out good wages every day , 
b u t they were no t long alone. T h e y never could tell how Reed 
happe ned in t h e Gulch, nor w h y it was t he Gulch began to fill 
up so rapidly a f t e r he left . He h a d no t been gone a. m o n t h 
unt i l t h e miners were coming in, a n d when Reed re turned there 
was a hundred men working or prospect ing in t he hills, living 
principally off game killed in the mounta ins , and get t ing wate r 
f r o m Minute Creek. 

The Gulch proved rich, bu t not extensive. There were barely 
a h u n d r e d gold claims, all told, b u t the popula t ion grew and t o 
overcome the water difficulty, a cistern was dug, and one m a n 
who h a d some burros earned $16 dollars a d»y in filling it. 

E a r l y in Augus t Reed re tu rned ; behind him were a t ra in of 
burros , loaded wi th varied merchandise , including oil-cloth, 
all of which he sold to Bill and Hez , and t he o ther miners, at an 
enormous profi t . H e d id not t a r ry long in the Gulch, but 
took his t r a in and t he six men who came wi th him direct to the 
cabin on Minute Creek. H e found his homes tead notice all 
right a n d t he cabin in tac t , t h a n k s to the care of Bill and Hez. 

"There were some surpris ing articles in the burros' packs. 
Among them were several Winchester rifles and an abundance of 
ammun i t i on ; also long wire nails, coils of copper wire, wheels, 
pieces of some peculiar machine, and a long leather belt. 

Reed began improving his claim by laying a pipe underground 
f rom the bed of Minute Creek down the slope about fo r ty ya rds 
where it camc to the surface and fell, with a graceful curve 
in to a chasm a t the, head or t he trail tha t wound among the rocks 
toward Monopoly Gulch. The pipe was so arranged t ha t no 
wate r could lie t aken f rom it, except b y catching the s t ream 
before it fell in to the chasm. He next built a s tockade, plant ing 
the first posts against the face of the precipice out of which 
leaped Minute Creek, f rom thence building across t he pla teau 
along each side of the s t ream, bridging the crevice in which t he 
creek was lost, and then complet ing the enclosure. His next 
move was t o const ruct a s t rong overshot wheel under t he fall. 
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Then the strange machine was set and the belt slipped on, 
and af ter several barbed copper wires were run about the stockade ; 
an electric lamp swung f rom a high pole in the oentre of the en-
closure, and a large wire run through the water pipe. G. Reed 
was ready for business. 

The miners watched the process of enclosing Minute Creek 
with curiosity, and when all was complete the entire population 
of the Gulch came to see the " Lightning Fac tory . " All went 
merrily for a few days. The stockade was made snug and t ight. 
A little tower was built fin either corner, and one of Reed's 
employees stationed a t each one of them, armed with a Winchester. 

The Sunday following the completion of the for t was extremely 
hot and dry ; the heat in Monopoly Gulch was so intense t h a t 
the atmosphere looked like a sea of shimmering liquid metal , 
and the water in the cistern having become too warm and stale 
to drink, the water carrier, in response to the general request, 
s tar ted with his t rain of burros to Minute Creek to bring the 
thirsty miners a d raught of fresh water. As he approached 
the end of the trail, where the water fell from the pipe, 
he was tired and thi rs ty ; even the burros showed signs of dis-
comfort f rom tho h e a t ; and it was with unusual eagerness 
t ha t ho turned the corner of tho rock t h a t brought the stockade 
and the water-pipe into view. There was the stockade, cool 
and quiet in the shade of the procipice and the grove—but 
no water flowed from tho pipe on the trail. The water-carrier, 
supposing some accident h a d occurred to the pipe, passed on to 
the gate of the stockade and called for admit tance. He was 
answered by Reod from the lodge over the entrance : 

" Well, what will you have, Mr. Water-carrier ? " 
" I want water, of course. They are almost famished down 

a t the Gulch, and I'm frightfully thirs ty myself. There's not a 
drop running out of the pipe ; hurry u p and let me in." 

Why, my dear Mr. Water-carrier, you?talk like you owned 
this place and like you had a right to the water. You seem to 
forget this is my land, my house ; I 'm no t going t o let you in — 
this ii Sunday . ' 

" Come, Mr. Reed, d o n ' t keep me waiting, I 'm in a hurry. 
The boys want a fresh drink, and I ' m anxious to get back as 
soon as possible." 

" I may as well tell you first as las t , " said Reed, " t h a t I 
am not joking. 1 do not intend to let you in, nor give you a 
drop of water unless you pay for it. This ranch belongs to me. 
I 've got a good title to one hundred and sixty acres around here, 
and this water is mine. Neither you nor anyone else can get a 
drop of water unless you pay for it. You can go back to the 
Gulch and tell the whole population, t h a t until they agree to 
give me one-half of all their wages as pay for the water, you get 
no water. You can tell them, too, t h a t they need not come 
up here and t ry to take the stockade. I 've supplies enough to last 
me a year and they haven ' t water enough to last more than a 
week. We are well armed, and there 's a dozen rows of chain 
lightning around the stockade, and the man who touches one of 
them will drop dead on the spot. I have the water, they have 
the gold. If they divide with me I 'll divide with t h e m " 
The water-carrier stood beside his burros a long t ime thinking, 
then he slowly turned away, and retraced his steps to Monopoly 
Gulch. 

To say t h a t the news the water-carrier brought created a 
sensation, would "be put t ing it mildly. The miners raved, and 
with a common impulse, s tar ted for the owner of Minute Creek. 
Abovo the cursi's and screams of rage, Hill's voice was heard 
shouting : " Hold on ! Hold on, boys ! Don ' t act like a lot of 
maniacs, don ' t be fools, wait and let 's talk this over." But Bill's 
plea was without avail. 

Bill and Hoz did not follow a t first, but seeing they could not 
s tay the mob's mad rush, went with the crowd, hoping to control 
it, but their more eager companions outs t r ipped them, and when 
Bill and Hez arrived a t the plateau the mob was firing a t the 
stockade. Tho tiro was not returned—all was still within. 
The miners rushed o n ; a huge Kentuekian, far in advance, 
reached the gate, threw himsalf against it with all his force, 
and, as he touched the wires, dropped as if s truck by a bolt from 
tho sky. 

As the Kentuekian fell Rood's calm, cool voice, rang out , 
" Ha l t ! " Tho mob stopped as suddenly as it had started, 
dismayed and pu/.zlod by the collapse of their stalwart leader! 
No shot had been fired from tho stockade, and they did not know 
the deadly quality of the wires. The water-carrier did not have 
time to tell them. 

" S tand where you are, gentlemen. There is death between 
you and me. Though I have no desire to harm any of you. 

I 
I must protect myself and my own. The man who a t t empt s 
to open the gate or scale the stockade will meet the same fa te as 
your loader. I am deeply sorry tha t he is injured. I shouted 
to him to stop, but he did not listen, and I hope you will no t be 

! so rash." 
At this juncture Bill and Hez pushed through the crowd, 

hot and panting. As soon as Bill could get a breath he s a i d : 
" Reed, what does this mean ? " 
" I t means business," said Reed. 
" Do you call i t business to refuse men a drink of water on a 

day like this," said Bill, " when you have the whole creek full 
tha t you cannot use ? You must be crazy, man ; open the gate 
and stop your nonssns? I " 

" Why, Gumption Bill, I 'm surpr ised; I thought you a 
philosopher." 

Bill had come to be known as Gumption Bill because of his 
calm and impartial way of looking a t things. 

" I 'm not joking. Do you think I would perpetrate a joke 
like tha t one by the gate ? No, I 'm in earnest—I 'm simply 
doing what the law gives me a right to do ; I am only asking 
pay for what belongs to me. I came here and took up a piece of 
ground t h a t had water on i t—you men went to the Gulch and 
staked off land t h a t had gold in it. You won' t let anybody 
have gold for nothing ; why should you expect me to let you have 
water for nothing ? The gold is yours, the water is mine. We've 
each the same kind of title, and back of them is the whole power 
of the Government. Every claim in the Gulch is taken, and you 
have a monopoly of all the gold land there—already several of 
you have quit work and let your claims out on shares. You 
make the new-comers give you nine-tenths of all their wages— 
t h a t is nine-tenths of all the gold they take out—for the privilege 
of working your claims. You think tha t is all right ; bu t 
here you are ready to murder me because I propose to do the same 
with my water mine tha t you are doing with your gold mine. 
Once for all, I tell you my t e r m s : Bring me each day one-half 
of all the ou tpu t of gold in the Gulch and you may have all the 
water you want ; otherwise you don ' t get a drop." 

Gumption Bill's jaw dropped ; it was a knock-down argument . 
As Reed had suggested, he was somewhat of a philosopher, 
and saw the force of Reed's position. He saw the law in the case, 
but Hez only saw the injustice. His eyes glowed with suppressed 
rage, but, as usual, he said nothing. A feeling of helplessness 
seemed to take possession of the crowd, and they stood like a 
lot of dazed animals, waiting for a word from their master. 

Their rage was all gone—Bill's wits came back first, and he 
essayed to argue the case. 

" Reed, you're no better than a murderer or a thief if you keep 
tha t water from us, or make us pay for it ; we can ' t live wi thout it. 
I t is like pointing a gun a t a man and saying, ' Money or your 
life.' " 

" Right you are ," said Reed ; " but it is unkind to call me a 
murderer and a thief. Where is the difference between you gold 
miners making a mnn pay you nine-tenths of his wages for the 
privilege, of digging a little gold with which to buy food, and my 
scheme to make you pay half your gold to get a little water"? 
He can't dig without a mine, and you can ' t dip without a pool. 
You're master of the man who makes his living by the labour 
in the mines, because you own the ground ho stands on. Now 
I propose to make something out of your necessities. How 
do you like your own medicine ? Why did you men come 
out from thi' States if it was n t to got the good mines and good 
lands so tha t you could collect rent off those who come af te r you ? 
You're a set of cold-blooded monopolists like myself, and you 
n isd expect no mercy from me. I 've got the drop on you, and 
I propose to keep it. Now, I'll tu rn off the current and let the 
water through the pips, and you can all get a drink and go back. 
Take tha t daad man with you, and to-morrow I want you to send 
me half of all the gold you dig, or you will all go d ry . " 

The mob was thoroughly tamed, and af ter a few minutes ' 
parley, moved down to the water pipe with their dead comrade, 
and tlr>nc? slowly marched single file down the trail to the Gulch. 

When the last miner disapp:>ared from view. Reed climbed 
down from the ledge over the gate. " Well ," said he, " t ha t 
is an easy victory. I thought we should be compelled to shoot 
15 or 20 of t hem." 

Hez mainta ined his silence the whole af ternoon and Bill 
rospsctod it. When the hour for the funeral arrived they joined 
the others a t the dead man ' s shanty and helped to bear him 
to the foot of the hill, where they laid him to rest. Many a 
rough eye was dimmed as Bill solemnly said, " Good-bye, 
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pard ; you were rough, but always brave and kind ; God rest 
your soul." 

Hez spoke a t last. 
" Men." said he, " what are you goin' to do now ? Our dead 

pard won't need us to-morrow ; i t is the live devils we must look 
after. What are you goin' to do ? Are you goin' to give your 
wages to t h a t imp on the hill or are you goin' to fight like men 
for your own ? We left like a lot of curs to-day ; are you goin' 
back like a pack of dogs to-morrow and give him half of all 
you have ? By God, I ' m n o t ! I'll die of thirst before he shall 
have my gold ; I've, worked for it, and it 's mine." 

This was like fire to the powder, and the rage of the miners 
burst out anew ; but they did not s tar t for Minute Creek again. 
The influence of the morning had not wholly waned ; they 
only stormed and swore and argued. After a time Bill succeeded 
in restoring comparative quiet, and, standing upon a little 
elevation, he thus addressed the crowd : 

" Men, I 've been doing a good deal of thinking to-day, trying 
to make up my mind what we ought to do, and my mind's 
made np. T wouldn' t suit Hez, nor most of you, but there is but 
one other thing to do, so we might as well come to bed-rock at 
once. T h a t imp on Minute Creek has a cinch on us ; he not only 
has the only water in the country, bu t he has got a good title 
to it, and he has a right to charge for it. He is surrounded 
by a dozen rows of chained lightning, and, if necessary, he can 
bring the whole power of the national government to back him, 
with a lot of armed detectives besides. If we should drive him 
out of his fort and take possession of it, he would re turn with a 
troop of regulars and shoot every one of us down. This is a 
free country and a man has a right to do as he pleases with his 
own. Now, as Reed savs. if we can charge rent for a gold mine— 
tha t is. the chance to dig—why can' t he charge rent, for a water 
mine—that is, a chance to dip ? There isn't a blamed bit of 
difference. If one is right the other 's right. He's got the drop, 
and I 'm going to drop to him ; and the man that don ' t drop 
might as well get up and git. T can make ten times more and 
pay half to Reed than I could working back in the States. And 
how much worse is it for him to take half of all we earn for water, 
than it is for the landlords of the great cities of the East to 
take in rent for one squalid room half of all that, a whole family 
can earn, leaving barely enought out of the week's wages to keep 
their despairing souls in their starving bodies. I 'm going to 
stay and pay water rent, and I advise the rest of you to do the 
same." 

And stay they did. Hez finally cooled and all went smoothly 
as before, only Reed got his water rent, but the water-carrier 
no longer got S16 dollars a day. All wages were scaled down 
to help to make up the water rent , and as more men came to the 
Gulch, i t grew harder and harder each day for the poor fellow 
whose only source of supply was the labour of his hands. 

A few months later, immense silver mines were discovered 
in the vicinity, and a eity quickly grew up in Monopoly Gulch. 
Reed, for a consideration, released the mine owners from their 
obligation to pay water rent, and accepted in lieu thereof the 
water works franchise of the city. Then arose the great question 
of taxation. 

A young stranger f rom the States, named Brokaw. said t h a t 
all taxes should be laid on Reed's water rent, and the rent of 
the gold and silver mines, franchises and city lots exclusive 
of improvements ; tha t Reed's income was an unearned income : 
tha t rent of mines and increase in the value of corner lots due to 
increase of population were unearned incomes, too, and t h a t it 
would be robbery to tax wages—that is, food, clothing, and homes 
—until the rental value of the lots, franchises, mines and Reed's 
water monopoly was exhausted. But nearly every one called 
Brokaw a fool. And, strange to say, all the miners—even Hez 
and Bill, who. with many others, had become millionaires, 
and all the real estate speculators—joined with Reed like brothers 
to fight the monopoly tax , and finally succeeded in securing 
a provision in the Sta te constitution taxing all property, real 
and personal, by a uniform rule. Then they straightway 
established the uniform rule of taxing small homes a t nearly 
their full value and the mines at a nominal value as compared 
with their t rue value. They also uniformlv forgot to return 
their stocks, notes, and bonds, and put Reed's water monopoly 
upon the duplicate as agricultural land. Following the decision 
of the Supreme Court of a great State tha t a franchise is not 
property, thev did not t ax franchises at all, and on the anniver-
sary of the adoption of the new constitution they had a banquet , 
at which a great s ta tesman responded to the toast . 

" America for Americans." 

Brokaw, by reason of his position as a reporter for one of the 
city papers, was present a t the banquet , and when the great 
s ta tesman had finished, though not on the programme, the Single 
Tax man involuntarily leaped to his feet, His sou! was in his 
face ; his voice rang like a clarion. So swift was his action, so 
commanding his tones, t ha t every guest 's a t tent ion was seized 
and held until he had finished. 

" ' America for Americans,' bu t not for all Americans ! 
In Monopoly Gulch the water t h a t God gave to all Americans 
is owned by one man ; the gold and silver t h a t he gave to all 
mankind are monopolised bv a few ; the land tha t this city is 
built upon is owned by a hundred men. Americans cannot lie 
down to sleep in their own city nor drink a glass of water under 
their own flag without consent of the men who surround this table. 
This is law, but it is not justice. We declare against alien owner-
ship of land, with everv drop of water and every inch of ear th 
s tarvat ion high, though owned by patriotic Americans. Houses 
like kennels hide in the shadows of the palaces, streets like devil 
paths in hell, run by avenues t h a t rival in splendour and beauty 
tho boulevards of paradise. We have stolen the cups from 
the al tar of liberty with whioh to drink monopoly's crimson 
wine. We cover ail our social crimes with the American nag— 
but on the wall the handwrit ing appears : ' God hath numbered 
the kingdom of land monopoly and finished it ; it has been 
weighed in tho balance and found wanting. Henceforth it 
shall be administered for all the children of men. ' H a r k , 
without this hall the t r a m p of a mighty host, coming not with 
fire and sword, but with ballots in their hands, on their banners 
' Peace and goodwill to men,' on every lip the ory : ' America 
for mankind ! ' " 

Brokaw's speech broke up the banquet , but as the banqueters 
left the hall the band played a medley of national airs, among 
which were : 

" Hail Columbia, happy land," 
and 

" My country, ' tis of thee, 
Sweet land of l iberty." 

H E R E A N D T H E R E . 

Filipino (reading Mr. Roosevelt on the proper management 
of E g y p t ) : " Splendid ! There's nothing ho don ' t know about 
empire ! And to think tha t he picked it all up from me ! — 
P U N C H . 

* * * 

F O R E M A N ( W O R K I N G ) R E Q U I R E D , a t once. Must be a 
aood stacker, sober, not afraid of work. No small children. 
No Radicals or Socialists need a p p l y . — A d v e r t i s e m e n t in W E S T 
S U S S E X G A Z E T T E . 

* » » 

Bill requested Bob to explain the working of the Labour 
Exchanges. " Well ," explained Bob, " you ain ' t got no work 
ter do, I a in ' t got no work ter do ; so wot does we do T W y ; 
we both goes inside, writes dahn our names and addresses, an 
swops jobs ! " * « * 

A budding Mark Twain in the M O R N I N G P O S T of 4th June :— 
SIR —Owing to the Budget I have been obliged to sell my 

horses, put down carriages, discharge grooms and gardeners^ 
I took licences out for the whole year. Can I obtain a refund 
of a proportion of the money I paid for licences !—Yours, &c., 
H A R D H I T . 

« * * 

At Marlborough Street police court on J u n e 9th, Alexander 
Stewart Gray, 49, describing himself as a " back to the land 
propagandist ." surrendered to his recognizances, accused of 
selling pamphlets in Hyde Park in contravention of the rules 
He was bound over in the sum of 40s„ to appear for judgment if 
called upon. 

' » • » 

Mr McNab, who recently visited this country, has just returned 
to New Zealand. He is reported in the TIMES as having ex-
pressed the opinion tha t the masses of Great Britain pay in-
sufficient at tention to the question of land defence. He advocates 
universal training. Mr. McNab might very well have added 
t h a t the masses al?o pay insufficient at tention to land defence 
in a different and much more important sense. 
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American universities are the recipients of handsome gifts 
from wealthy Americans jus t now. Princeton University has 
received £1,030,000, and Columbia about an equal amount . 

* * * 

A l e a g u e is being formed for tho purpose of promoting a 
measure for obtaining a pure-water supply from the mountain-
gathering grounds of Wales for tho .Metropolis. Persons of 
influence ar< invitod to join tho League. -TIMES advert isement. 

* * * 

The next advert isement, f rom the same advertiser, r eads :— 
T I T H E - R E N T C H A R G E S o n L A N D . 
A LEAGUE is being formed for the purpose of promoting a 

measure for the extinguishing of this vexatious and injurious 
charge on land by an equitable scheme of redemption. Persons 
of influonce are invited to join tho League. 
Why not do the two jobs (and a few more perhaps) by forming 

one league ? Tt might be called " Tho Landlords' Benevolent 
Federat ion." 

* * » 

Lord ROSEBBRY wrote to the Trustee Savings Banks centenary 
oelebration dinner in Edinburgh on J u n e 9th : 

' ' I n pr ivate life, luxury and the passion for pleasure disdain 
thr i f t . . . . Thr i f t is a t the root of independence and self-
respect, two vital principles in national life." 
We've been puzzling out . since reading this letter, whether 

t raining racehorses to win the Derby comes under the heading 
of thr i f t . & 

* * * 

The owners of a new building in Aldgate havo come to an 
arrangement , vide the O B S E R V E R of J u n e 5th, whereby the 
building is located for the purpose of an address in Fonchurch 
Street on condition t h a t certain land in the front is thrown into 
the public way. Although only a fow inches in extent , the value 
of this land is placed a t nearly £1,000, and the Authorities sav 
tha t the fow inches thus obtained, will contr ibute greatly to public 
convenience a t a very busy point. 

* * * 

On 13th J u n e the Worcester Small Holdings Committee 
repor ted to the County Council t h a t applications had teen 
received f rom 34,men for 482 acres in the parish of Norton and 
Lanchwick With the exception of 00 acres let to over 30 tenants 
a I the land in the parish belonged to the Duke of Orleans All 
efforts to obta in lar id voluntarily had failed, and the Committee 
recommended that an application be made to the Board of 
Agriculture for a compulsory order to acquire on a lease the 
whole of one farm on the Duke's estate, consisting of 291 acres 
It was decided to apply to the Board of Agriculture for com-
puiRory powers. 

* * • 

There lives an editor in interior P e n n s y l v a n i a , " J i m " 
Sweeney by name, who has a keen sense of humour. Seeking to 
increase lus fortune Sweeney once wrote to a prospective advertiser 
set t ing for th in a t t rac t ive fashion the value of his p Z r as a 
medium of publicity. ' ' 
, T h e advertiser was capt ivated by Sweeney's letter but 

desirous of more specific assurances before he invested his money ' 
he wrote to Sweeney saying t h a t he h a d n ' t heard of THE SENTINEL 

Where does it circulate ? " ho asked 
And in his illtiminating way Sweeney wrote back • " THF 

SENTIN.I. circulates it, Europe. Asia. Africa, North and South 
n " 1 ™ d o » £ 

* * * 

the " L's " hitherto. M S S S j f o o f h ^ x c h — 
nlakes it plain his mtttte is Ooorgn. q 

t h e ^ X a u ^ f U r M i l f ld P' J , m ' - 2 2 n ( L T h p Chancellor of | 
S p w S T i o S l o W t e T i ^ ,he ^ * 
Brital i i 'a t^i i i ' ! ' m ' ) ' ) l a ' - v ' ' ' have he(Tn appointe^^^ 
i>!iiiiin a t an avnra<re s:i qru .u mi ' 
in addition t „ I, i ."V 1 8 ' I hose appointments are 

intuition to he already existing staff of valuets Mil in 
number) a t tached to the Kstitte Duty Office. ! ' 

* * ' * 

After a resolution i,, favour of the Taxat ion of Land Values 
for local purposes had been passed by the Woolwich Chanibe, I 

of Commerce on 7th June , one of the councillors indignant ly 
s ta ted tha t " half the people did not vote ." One of the non-
voters replied tha t they could not vote if they did no t unders tand 
the question, whereupon the indignant councillor, probably an 
opponent of the principle, retorted : " Then you should havo 
voted against the motion, of course." We hope someone will 
take the uninitiated councillors in hand. 

* * * 

L O R D K I N N O U L L ' S D U P P L I N E S T A T E . — A peti t ion has been 
presented in tho Bill Chamber of the Court of Session, Edinburgh, 
by Lord Kinnoull for author i ty to sell to Sir John Dewar, M.P., 
the lands and estates of Dupplin and Newton of Condie 'in the 
county of Perth, with minerals, teinds, and salmon, and other 
fishings a t tho prico of £249,000. Subject to the approval of 
tho Court, tho petitioner proposes to apply the price in the 
reduction, pro tanto, of the bonds on the estates amount ing to 
£275,114. Ho is satisfied tha t the proposed sale will be advan-
tageous and beneficial to himself, and not detr imental to the 
interest of the succeeding heirs of entail. Service of the petit ion 
upon tho next heirs has been ordered. 

* * * 

Remarkable growth is reported in the valuation of Westminster 
during the past five years, tho increase being one of £648,335 
as compared with the quinquennial lists of 1905. Ten years ago 
tho rateable value of Westminster was £5,392,733. By 1905 
it, had grown to £5,903.254, and it s tands to-day a t £0,611.598, 
or nearly a million more than the City of London, which, as we 
stated last week, has now a rateable value of £5,816,403 an 
increase on 1905 of £299,066. Roughly speaking, therefore, 
Westminster is advancing a t three times the rate of the " square 
mile." The increase is mainly due to development to Piccadilly 
and Hanover Square, and a satisfactory feature in the new list 
is also the steady increase in values in Soho, due to the fine 
restaurants and business premises opened lately in the Wardour 
Street district. 

* * * 

The price of land is still high in spite of the gloomy forebodings 
of the men who claim to have practical experience in these 
matters. On June 20th a farm of 90f acres a t Daaenham, Essex 
was sold for £5,(XX) or £55 an acre. Langley Farm, Hitchin, 
Herts., extending to 196 acres, was sold on J u n e 23rd for £5,150, 
or £26 per acre. Within recent Weeks the Bilton Esta te of 
572 acres, near Hull, was sold for £35,600, or £62 per acre. 
Park's Farm, a t Deeping St. Nicholas, Lincolnshire, extending 
to 311 acres, was sold for £18,000, or £57 per acre, and 154 acres 
at, Awhscombe, Devon, was sold for £8,740, or £56 15s. per acre. 

* * * 

Roydon and Halls Green in Essex, some twenty miles from 
the City of London, are among the prettiest and most promising of 
the rural quar ters of the county, atid the announcement, there-
fore, of the offer of several valuable freehold enclosures there on 
Thursday next , by Mr.< '.H. Ashford, will be received with interest. 
At least two of the lots (with areas respectively of six and three 
acres) would constitute admirable factory sites, and the others, 
owing to their extensive road frontages, are ripe for immediate 
development. The district is well served by London trains 
has an average elevation of 244 f t . above sea'level. and should 
specially commend itself to City men. The well-known Nazeing 
Common Golf Links are within easy walking distance, there is good 
fishing to lie obtained in the River Stort , and hunt ing may be 
had with several packs in the neighbourhood. Land values are 
on the upgrade, rates and assessments are low, and there is a 
keen demand for houses at remunerative rentals ESTATES 
G A Z E T T E . J u n e 1 8 t h . 

" T h e greatest confiscation of property the world has ever 
seen." Father Gasquet in " .Henry VIII . and the English 
Monasteries." 

" They (the lords and commons) pray the King t o take all the 
property of monasteries having an income under £200 a year 

" The Cromwells, the Ryders, the I'agets. the Russells, and the 
Pauletts, l i e representatives of ancient and honourable names, 
such as the Norfolk*, the Arundels, the Shrewsbury*, were the 
supporters of the King's policy. We trace these noble s ta tesmen 
concurring in all the inconsistencies of the reign and supporting 
all the changes of religion, constant only in the rapacious 
acquisition of estates and honours from whatever source and in 
adherence to the present power."—Hallam in "Const i tu t ional 
History of England." 
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POLITICAL S P E E C H E S A N D WRITINGS. 

M A R K E T G A R D E N S A N D T H E B U D G E T . 

S P E E C H B Y A M A R K E T G A R D E N E R . 

I rise wi th pleasure to suppo r t the Resolut ion which has been 
moved in f a v o u r of the Budge t , t hough I might say in passing 
that this Budget , or r a the r t he L a n d Clauses of it , hit me qu i te as 
hard in propor t ion to the land I have got as t hey do t he Lords 
and Dukes of our land. These land clauses are classed under two 
heads, one being called The Unearned Inc remen t D u t y , a n d the 
other t he i d . in the £ on undeveloped land, and 1 w a n t to show 
you to-night by apply ing t h e m to m y own land, the fairness 
and justness of these taxes . 

1 happen to belong to a par t icu lar class of people who I th ink 
it is a d m i t t e d will be specially affected by the Budget , a n d 1 
know t h a t whilst t he L a n d Clauses were being discussed in 
the House of Commons t h a t bo th Mr. Balfour a n d Mr. P r e t y m a n 
professed to be specially anxious a b o u t us, a n d I believe, i t is 
a fact t h a t these two gent lemen did manage to get some clauses 
inserted which should be for our benefit , b u t so far as I can judge 
nothing t h a t t hey did will specially benefi t myself. 

1 a m a poor m a r k e t gardener , and in addi t ion to being t h e man 
who cul t ivates the ground I a m also t he owner of i t , so you can 
unders tand t h a t I c anno t sh i f t any burden which the Budge t 
m a y enforce on to someone else. 

1 hold a n d possess abou t three acres of land in Romi ley which 
as most of you know is close t o the main road leading t o Stockpor t . 
Now when ou r people got th is land they bought i t for 999 years 
subject to pay ing an annua l chief rent of £8 per year , a n d this 
chief ren t of £8 is w h a t I still pay . This was the annua l value 
of the land at t he t ime , a n d no doub t if our people h a d desired 
they could h a v e secured more land a t the same ren t . Now I 
want you t o r emember this figure of £8 per year. W h a t is this 
land wor th to -day ? Le t us va lue i t ; we can soon do i t , and if 
we value it now we shall be prepared for the Governmen t valua-
tion which will t ake place a f t e r the Budge t passes. As you are 
aware the land is a d j a c e n t t o t he main road, and is ve ry eligible 
for building purposes, being in the centre of the village close 
to the ra i lway s ta t ion , and has a nice even slope f rom top to 
bot tom. There is some land in Romiley no t very fa r f rom this 
tha t has lately been sold a t 6d. per yard chief ren t ; ano ther 
plot has changed h a n d s a t 4d. per ya rd , some a t 3d., 2 d „ and 
l j d . respectively. I should th ink if we value our plot a t l i d . 
per yard , we shall n o t be very far wrong ; just let us see wha t 
this works o u t to . An acre of land conta ins 4,840 sq. yards , 
which a t l£d . per sq. y a r d would a m o u n t to jus t over £30, so 
the three acres a t the same r a t e would bring in £90 per year . 
W h a t I a t t he presen t t ime pay £8 per year for could no doub t 
lie sold to br ing in £90, or in o ther words the annual va lue of the 
land has j u m p e d u p since our people got i t f rom £8 to £90. 

Now supposing our folks were to h a v e said to t he owner of the 
ground : " Look here . Mr. Land lo rd ! we do n o t care to pay you 
this £8 per year for 999 years in order to hold this land, we might 
all be dead ' i n t h a t t ime ; we would sooner buy the land out and 
out . W h a t will you t ake for i t in a l ump sum ? " Well, t he land-
lord, if he h a d 'been a reasonable sor t of m a n and willing to 
sell i t out a n d out would h a v e replied : " I ' ll sell you the land 
for all t i m e on p a y m e n t of twenty- f ive t imes t he a m o u n t of the 
chief ren t , t h a t is twenty- f ive t imes t he £8. t h a t would be £200. 
Now this £200 would be the capi tal or full value of the land a t t ha t 
time. Now what is the capi ta l value of the land to-day ? We 
can soon see. Apply the same rule. Twenty-f ive t imes the 
a m o u n t of wha t the land is wor th a t l i d . j>er yard which as 1 
have jus t shown is £90 per year ; mul t ip ly £90 by 25 a n d we 
get £2,250 as t he capi tal or full value of the land. W h a t our 
people could possiblv have bought for £200 is now wor th £2,250. 
T h a t ' s a p r e t t y good rise in value, isn ' t i t , f rom £200 to over 
£2,000 ? 

Well, now, some of you m a y be asking how lias this value 
come to t he land ; wha t have ytfU done, Mr. Ridgway, to 
get this va lue to it ? Well, to be jierfectly f r a n k and open 
with you I mus t confess t ha t nei ther I nor those who came 
lief ore me h a v e done a n y t h i n g to crea te this va lue ; all we have 
done if th is is worth recording was to put a few surface dra ins 
in to t ake a w a y t he top wa te r , and we also p u t a fresh hedge 
round it t o s t o p the Germans f rom tak ing the land away ; of 
course, as you know, there ha s a lways been a German bogey 
abou t . so we put a new hedge round the g round t o s top these 
foreigners f rom tak ing the ground f rom us ! These are all the 
improvements we have made , besides t u r n i n g the sur face of the 

ground over , backwards and forwards , when plant ing t he dif ferent 
crops upon it . . . 

No ; the value has no t come to the g round through a n y t h i n g 
we have done, bu t mainly by t h e efforts a n d expendi ture of t he 
general public. Af ter we h a d got it the local au thor i ty said 
Thev would m a k e a good road pas t this land of Ridgway s, a n d 
so t h e y did, a n d since tha t t ime they h a v e spent thousands of 
pounds on improving the roads a b o u t our place. Immedia te ly 
t h e y began to do this , u p began to go t h e value of the land ! 
Af ter mak ing these roads t h e y said they would t ry to keep 
t h e m clean, a n d so hundreds of pounds h a v e been spent on this 
work. Then the local a u t h o r i t y said : " Now tha t we have made 
a good roadway past this land, we will light it u p a t night 
And so t housands of pounds have been spent on l ighting u p the 
roads. U p goes the value of t he land ! Then t he au thor i t ies 
said : " We will bring a plent iful supply of water past Ridgway s 
ground " Several more t housands of pounds were spent , and 
to p u t a sor t of finishing touch t o all the i r work the same people 
spent over £40.000 laying main sewers, and providing sewage 
works, so t h a t any buildings t h a t might be erected on our land 
a n d on the o ther land round abou t might be well and efficiently 
dra ined. This last expend i tu re by the public great ly enhanced 
t he value of m y th ree acres, a n d in th is way through these 
improvements , improvements made by publ ic money, the value 
of the land has jumped up , as I say, f rom £200 to over £2,000. 

Now there is one fac t in connection with these improvements 
t h a t I wan t to ment ion and t h a t is, t h a t 1 as a landowner pay 
no th ing towards the cost of t h e m ; i t is the people who own 
houses or r a the r t he people who live in t he houses that have to 
pay t he piper. I get the improvemen t a n d you do the paying . 
J u s t listen ! I have a house in Romiley , which is p robably 
wor th f rom £250 t o £300. Anyhow, I paid last year in dis t r ic t 
r a t e and poor ra te just under £f> on this house. Now wha t ra tes 
did I pay on tl.e land ? The land being worth £2,250 or abou t 
seven t imes as m u c h as the house, you would na tu ra l ly suppose 
I paid seven t imes as much in rates , b u t tha t isti t so. Ins tead 
of paying £42, I paid £1 Is. 3d ! Le t me p u t these figures sule 

by side for comparison :— 
£300 value in house p rope r ty pays £6 in local rates ; 
£2 250 value in land pavs £1 Is. 3d. in local rates. 

So you see I am all right. Y o u can keep on improving t he value 
of m y land as long as you like ! I t is qui te r ight so long as you 
pay for i t ' You m a y keep on spending money as you have 
been doing in recent vears, building new bridges, making good 
roads and lighting and sweeping t h e m , bringing a plent iful 
supply of water , thoroughly dra in ing the dis t r ic t , buying land for 
recreation grounds , &c„ &c„ because all t he t ime you are 
improving the value of my land, and paying for it ou t of your 
own pockets ! , , 

After you have done all this Mr. Lloyd George comes along 
wi th h i s ' B u d g e t and he says, " Well. Mr. Ridgway you ve h a d 
a t idy innings, your land has j umped u p in value f rom £200 to 
£2 000 th rough no effort of your own, you a re qui te welcome to 
t he value t h a t is a t present in your land , I ' m not going to touch 
t h a t , bu t a n v f u t u r e value t h a t comes a long on the top ot the 
£2,000 which m a y have been crea ted by the communi ty , the 
commun i ty t h a t creates the value shall have one-f i f th of i t , 
t h a t is, you shall h a v e four- f i f ths and t he commun i ty one-f i f th , 
t h a t is to say , t h a t if your land goes u p in va ue ano the r £100, 
say in the n e x t few vears, t h e communi ty shall have £20 o i t . 
Th i s is w h a t is called the Unea rned I n c r e m e n t D u t y , a n d I say 
t h a t I can see no th ing unfa i r or unreasonable abou t this proposal , 
and say here and now t h a t when the t ime comes t h a t 1 have to 
pay , I an l willing to s t and m y c o m e r and pay m y share Of 
course if I h a d been a Lord of a D u k e 1 should immedia te ly 
h a v e to proclaim to t he world tha t 1 should have to sack one or 
two of m y gardeners . u„„„ o u 

As most of you a re aware then- is a g rea t scarci ty of 1 ouses 
in Romiley, e«i»eciallv in houses sui table for the working classes 
"s a m a t t e r of fac t there is h a n l l y a house to let in our d ,s t r ic t 

of anv descript ion. I r emember one coming empty a shor t 
t ime ago close to where I live, and before the t e n a n t (who was a 
weekly one) had got out of the house the landlady had received 
twelve appl icat ions for it. Seeing t h a t there is so great a d e m a n d 
you may wonder how it is tha t more houses arc no t bui l t 
'the reason is because land is so dear to b u y . a n d because the land-
lord puts so m a n v restr ict ions on it. B u t this Budge t is going to 
unlock the land, "and make the landlord sell at a reasonable price 
J u s t listen again to what Lloyd George says about this piece 
of mine. H e says : " M r . Ridgway, you adm. t 
wor th £ 2 , 0 0 0 " : and I answer " Yes . " ^ 1 1 , m f u t u r e 
he says, " you will have to pay a small t a x on It, W h a t T te, th 
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in ray Budget the *d. in the £ tax , tha t is for every £ value 
of your land you will have to pay £d. ,or 2,000 Jd. , which comes 
to nearly £5 per year ." " Here," he says, " are people wanting 
houses in your district, and they can ' t be built because you 
and others are holding back tin: land ; your land is not being 
put to its best economic use, and so I must ask you to pay this 
annual tax of j d . in the £ on the capital value." Five pounds 
per year ! This makes me begin to think about the Budget 
and other things also, and as I am told every now and then tha t 
this t ax will not stop a t £d., but before long it will be a Id., 
X say to myself tha t the time has come for me to sell ray land 
I h a t s what you all want, isn't i t ? To get the land offered 

for sale, but 1 find tha t I am not the only person who is being 
hit with this tax, tha t there are quite a number of people round 
about me who are desirous of selling their land in order to escape 
paying it. There are scores of acres in Romiley where this 
tax will apply, and where the landlord is perhaps only getting 
£3 per acre as rent from the farmer, and finds he will have to pay 
about 30s. per acre through this tax, and so like myself he will 
, anxious to sell for building purposes, instead' of holding 
it back until it gets a fancy prioe. Now where there are a 
number of people desiring to sell, the only way they can part 
with then land is by asking a reasonable price,and so I, in order 
to dispose of my land, instead of asking an exorbitant figure for it 
I put It, down to say Ud. per yard, 25 years' purchase, or £2,250 
as mentioned earlier on. A builder comes along and I possibly 
sell him the (hree acres for £2,000, knocking off the £250, and with 
the £2,000 in my pocket rent, or buy a piece of land in the higher 
parts of Romiley where land is purely agricultural and where 
there is no particular building value in tho land. The builder 
having bought the land fairly cheaply can afford to put up decent 
houses for working people, and not only can lie build a decent 
house but he can give them a nice bit of ground front and back 
tor gardens. When the tenants have a garden they want some-
thing of course to put in i t . and I being established higher up 
t hey naturally come to me for what they require, and so I am 
Hi again ! The more houses there are put up the more trade I 
get, and not only myself but everyone in the village gets his or 
her share, and so t rade is stimulated and quickened and the whole 
district benefits through the land being unlooked, and so I say 
sucoess to the Budget! And now, ladies and gentlemen, I have 
tiled to explain in simple language the land clauses of the Budget 
t o me they are perfectly fair, and I t rust t ha t when the General 
f lec t ion comes round you will give your vote and support to 

SMALL HOLDINGS AND DEAR LAND. 

f I ^ r d T > C a n ? n g t o n ' accompanied by Mr. Baines, Commissioner 
ot the Hoard of Agriculture, had an interview on June 2nd with 
the Small Holdings Committee of the Carnarvonshire County 
Council, with regard to the purchase of land for small holding^ 
Lord Carrington acknowledged tha t the administration of the 
Act presented difficulties, but said the Board was earnestly 
desirous Of doing all tha t was possible to carry out the objects 
they all had a t heart. Tf they could see their way to endeavour 
to buy land that was offered for sale they would be in a very 
strong position, and would be able to sav to those landowners 
who were reluctant to sell or hire their land that tho council 
hati done their very level best in getting land tha t was in the 
market, bu t the price was too high, and, there being no other 

j V , ( ; m m o i l w e r e o b , i K ° d t o come back to the landowners 
and it land could not be got thev would be obliged to take it bv 
compulsion They as a council would thus be in a much stronger-
position. He expressed himself as satisfied with the. account of 
work done by the Committee. 

VALUATION IN IRELAND. 
The following extract is taken from an article on the Finance 

A c t i n t h e I R I S H I N D E P E N D E N T o f J u n e 4 t h : 

It, has been claimed on the one side, and denied on the other 
that a general re-valuation of land in Ireland would add enor ' 
raously to the burden of Irish taxation. To an impartial onlooker 
the statements of both parties seem, to say the least of it rather 
lll-oonsidcred. ' 

Tha t Griffiths' valuation of Irish land should remain the basis 
on which any taxation or calculation might be based must seem 
to anyone who has even a superficial knowledge of the subieet 
an obvious absurdity. Not only is it out of date but it is 

demonstrably too high as a whole. I t is likewise uneven, and 
seems to bear no relative proportion to the rent value. 

On this point it is, perhaps, permissible to quote a s tatement 
made in debate by an Irish member of Parliament who is also a 
solicitor with considerable experience in land cases:— 

" In the Rural District of Kinsale," said he, " I have put 
a holding into Court in which the rent was HALE the valuation 
and have got a very large reduction. In another Union in 
the same county I have put a holding into Court in which the 
rent was TWICE the Poor Law valuation, and have not suc-
ceeded in pulling down the rent to the valuation." 
The refusal of Mr. Lloyd George to RE-VALUE agricultural 

land (as distinguished from taxing it) is based on a report by the 
Commissioners of Valuation (Ireland) that he has all the materials 
for making such a valuation in his possession. 

S I X T Y - Y E A R - O L D I N F O R M A T I O N . 
While not sharing the wrathful comment of Mr. T. M. Healv 

that the official making this statement " should be impeached," 
it is impossible not to sympathise to some extent with his 
attitude. 

The fact that sixty-year-old information is to be foisted on 
an innocent Chancellor might well excite the ire of anyone in 
the smallest degree conversant with the facts. The whole face 
of a countryside might be changed in tha t period—tillage lands 
gone into grass, slobland developed into arable land, marsh 
and bog turned into dry ground, plantation levelled, or sprung 
into existence—and none of these radical chances have been 
noted. 6 

It is unnecessary to labour this point, but one may be pardoned 
for reverting to the constitutional issue raised in connection 
with the matter. The Act decrees tha t the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue " SHALL cause a va lua t ion" to be made of 

all land in the United Kingdom," and thev have, presumably, 
no option in the matter. 

Neither has the Commissioner of Valuation in Ireland, who 
acts as their agent, any option about obeying their decrees. 

Neither has the Chancellor any dispensing power; and the 
issue will be watched with considerable interest by those who 
still hold that an Act of Parliament is the supreme authority. 

MR. W I N F R E Y AND T H E DEMAND FOR AGRICULTURAL 
LAND. 

Writing to the D A I L Y N E W S of June 13th. Mr. Winfrey 
said :— 

I could wish Capt. Pretyman, M.P., had been with me yesterday 
when I attended a sale by auction of agricultural land in South 
Lincolnshire, where I have witnessed similar sales for forty 
years. I have never seen anything like the eagerness to buy 
purely agricultural land since the early seventies. 

Usually the large room at the local hotel is large enough to hold 
the company ; yesterday the Corn Exchange had to be requisi-
tioned, holding five or six hundred people, and it was crowded 
to the doors, a t least a dozen motor-cars bringing the larger 
farmers of the district to the auction. 

Thirty-three lots, ranging from single fields to farms of 120 
acres, came under the hammer, and not a single lot was passed 
by the auctioneer. Fif ty pounds an acre was about the bottom 
price, several lots making as much as £70 and £80 per acre. 
1 have known this land all my life, and can sav, without fear of 
contradiction, that every lot made from £10 to £20 per acre 
more than it would have fetched at any period during the Torv 
Governments from 1885 to 1905. 

The auctioneer is a successful constituent of mine, and 
heckled me at the last election in the role of a Tariff Reformer 
yet he sold his thirty-three lots vesterdav like ripe cherries in 
less than two hours, despite Free Trade," the Budget, and the 
increased cost o f l a n d transfer ! 

R E P O R T ON UNEMPLOYMENT ACT. 
The authorities responsible for the administration of the 

Unemployment Act of 1905 have issued their report for last vear 
the following are some of tlieir conclusions : 

1. Experience given in the second and third reports remain 
true as applied to the season under review. 

2. Tho uselessness of temporary relief works as an adequate 
and permanent remedy for unemployment is still evident. 

3. The work fails to at t ract the 'bes t tvpe of unemployed, 
t h e men the Central Body desire to help are those who are never 
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really reached by the distress committees, for whom the Act 
was undoubtedly passed. The Central Body's operations seem 
for the most par t only to reach the second class—those deficient 
in physique or capacity to work. 

4. The Central Bod}' reiterate the fact t ha t it is work under 
the ordinary conditions of labour t h a t is wanted. They are 
unable to offer either the proper sort of work or the proper 
amount of it. 

5. It is impossible to make colony work of real and permanent 
benefit unless special colonies arc provided for different classes 
of men, and an outlet for those who are trained. The Central ; 
Body have been impressed with the remarkably good quality 
of work that has been done a t Holleslev Bay under very unusual 
circumstances and restrictions. The Central Body feel strongly 
the importance of using the colony as a training ground and 
opportunity for testing intending emigrants, and feel confident, 
that the extension of the work in this direction would be frui t ful 
in good results. 

6. I t is an undoubted fact, t h a t the casual workmen become 
impoverished directly they are out of work, having no reserve 
funds. Any system of unemployment, insurance in which the 
casual worker is expected to take a part will obviously be difficult 
to establish, because of that very fact. 

7. A very large proportion of those with whom the Central 
Body have had to deal are hardly capable enough to obtain 
work for themselves by reason of their iack of training for any-
thing more definite than purely casual labour, and if they are 
to bo made really efficient, some system of training is an absolute 
necessity. Some of the work provided should be of a na ture 
to supply this need. 

8. The most successful and useful work t h a t the Central Body 
have done in London has been the provision of adequate 
machinery for employment exchanges (now taken over by the 
Board of Trade) and emigration. 

T H E " E S T A T E S G A Z E T T E " AND T H E U N I T E D 
COMMITTEE'S ANNUAL R E P O R T . 

T h e ESTATES GAZETTE of J u n e 18 th p u b l i s h e d t h e fo l lowing 
as a leading article :— 

T A X A T I O N O F L A N D V A L U E S . 

The taxat ion of land values is always with us, and seems 
likely to be unti l it has been made unmistakably clear t ha t the 
country is not prepared far ther to penalise people who have 
chosen to invest their money in a class of security which does 
not meet with the approval of persons of different ideas. I t is 
an elementary maxim of political economy tha t all legitimate 
forms of proper ty are entitled to the protection of the State, 
and to argue that land values are not, a legitimate form of property 
is merely to beg a large question. That, however, is the position 
frankly taken up by many " reformers," if not by the United 
Committee for the Taxation of Land Values, which has just 
issued an annual report deserving of careful study by those 
who are concerned to defeat its programme. We can hardly 
wonder a t the spread of mistaken ideas on this subject when we 
read this account of the ceaseless act ivi ty of the committee. 
During the year ended on the 31st of March last innumerable 
meetings, conferences and demonstrations weie held ; at the 
General and by-elections determined efforts were made to 
influence the result. 

We call a t tent ion to this report because it provides a significant 
" object lesson " in the modern method of conducting an agitation 
of this kind, and conveys an equally significant indication of how 
it ought to be met. During the General Election, this report 
tells us, more than five, million publications were issued. Such 
activity is certain to produce results, and a good many people 
may be inclined to think tha t protagonists who are so keen to 
push their opinions deserve to succeed. We should be agreeably 
surprised to hear tha t during the elections any organisation on 
the landowners' side distributed five million leaflets or other 
publications designed to prove tha t the existing state of things, 
if not absolutely perfect, is, on the whole, fair and reasonable. 
This special electoral activity is considered bv the United Com-
mittee to have produced results so satisfactory that a " mammoth 
educational campaign " is shortly to be undertaken " among 
the people." The true economic gospel is to be inculcated, 
among other means, by the distribution of two hundred million 
leaflets—that is to say. ten million people are each to get a packet 
of twenty leaflets treating the taxation of land values from 
every possible view—except, we may conjecture, the point of i 
view of the owner of those values. But education is costly, and 

you cannot hope to convert the United Kingdom without going 
to some expense. It is therefore hoped to spend £15,000—if 
the money is forthcoming—on this propaganda. 

There is always a good deal of make-believe connected with 
these a t tacks upon ja-oporty and its owners, and we are sure 
tha t this £15,000 will not be very readily obtained. But t ha t 
the United Committee should place before its eyes such exten-
sive aims and should make a determined and confident/ a t t emp t 
to carry them ou t is a fact which it would be unwise to ignore ; 
the land taxers " mean business." Do those who are anxious 
to ensure fair treatment, for property-owners (the major i ty of 
whom are very small capitalists) also mean business ? If they 
do not judgment is likely to go by default. The Land Union 
has now a splendid opportuni ty of counteracting the efforts of 
the United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values. But 
it is powerless unless it is well supported both by men and by 
money. A few weeks ago it was stated t h a t its membership 
reached 1,200. Such a number is pitiful and powerless ; it does 
not, carry conviction. No doubt the Union is in its infancy, 
and presently we may expect to hear a. much more encouraging 
story. But the day of battle is upon us, and it is of great impor-
tance tha t the lavish expenditure upon the circulation of 
jaundiced views on the subject should be countered at, once. 
Victory is to the cause which is most in earnest, and people whose 
defence is lame or lukewarm cannot be expected to be taken 
seriously. The landed interest -in which we include the thr i f ty 
art isan who has bought a cottage through a building society 
equally with the possessor of t en thousand acres—has not yet 
begun to defend itself with real energy, and it is plain tha t some 
central force is necessary. That force would IRS supplied by the 
Land Union were it strongly supported, as we must hope and 
believe tha t soon it will be. In these days nothing can be 
accomplished without combined action—cohesion and aggression 
are essential. I t is not enough to be merely on the defensive; ; 
it is necessary also to expose the why and tho wherefore of the 
a t tack upon property. 

MR. LLOYD G E O R G E ON LOCAL TAXATION. 
At the House of Commons on June 21st tho Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, who was accompanied by Mr. Churchill and Lord 
Pentland, received a deputat ion from the Convention of Scottish 
Burghs and Cities with regard to the allocation of the land 
values duties under the Finance Act. The deputat ion asked t h a t 
fur ther sums should lie allowed to the local au thor i ty in respect 
of expenditure on national services. Mr. Lloyd George, in reply, 
said tha t it was ra ther difficult for him to speak on these ma t t e r s 
a t the present time, as he was within a few days of the delivery 
of his annual financial s tatement, which it would be improper for 
him to anticipate. He thought , however, t h a t the deputat ion 
had an unanswerable case, and the Government was fully in 
sympathy with them. The whole question of local taxat ion 
had got to be sifted to the bot tom. The present position of 
affairs was most unsatisfactory, and local authorities were 
deserving of every sympathy from any Government which 
happened to be in power. He had his own views on how the 
question ought to be dealt with, and his opinion was t h a t it 
should be dealt with very soon. He suggested tha t the local 
authorities throughout the country, instead of going to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for fur ther grants, as they had done 
for many years, should consider the whole problem from tho 
point of view of the broadening of the basis of taxation. He 
was not sure, however, t ha t for the moment it would not bo 
bet ter to seek some provisional ar rangement in regard to the 
points a t issue. As they were aware Im]>erial expenditure would 
be unusually heavy for the next two or three years because 
of the burdens which were thrown upon the country by tho 
exceptional shipbuilding programme. Ho trusted tha t in tho 
course of two or three years this expenditure, both hero and 
on the Continent, would go down, with the result tha t more 
money could be spared towards a complete solution of the 
problems which had been brought to his notice. 

" The abolition of primogeniture is in itself of no importance. 
Except on strategic grounds—it is not worth the trouble of 
resistance."—Lord Salisbury to Lord R. Churchill, Deccml>er 
9th, 1885. 

Dublin Castle, J anua ry 25th. 1886. " The Land Question is 
a t the bot tom of the trouble, and gives all tho force to the agita-
t ion."—W. H. Smith, Chief Secretary for Ireland to Lord R. 
Churchill. 
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PRIVILEGE AT WORK. 

FOR T H E ENCOURAGEMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
" A N J LI A D ' IN A NUTSHELL. 

T h e L i v e r p o o l D A I L Y P O S T A N D M E R C U R Y o f 2 6 ( h M a y m e n -
tioned " tha t when the Royal Agricultural Society visited 
Liverpool thir ty-three years ago, a valuable prize was awarded 
for the best-cultivated farm. By a local farmer now living a i 
sequence to the award of the prize is related. The rent of the 
farm, the tenant being a widow, was at once raised by the land 
agent £100 per annum." 

Mr. Edward Mcllugh, in a vigorous statement in the POST | 
AND MERCURY, drew the moral from this lesson on how land- , 
lordism operated in keeping back the agricultural industry from ! 
wh ich we take the following ! This is an Iliad in a nutshell •-

Thirty-three years ago, for the encouragement of agriculture, 
the Royal Agricultural Society offered " a valuable prize for 
the best cultivated farm." The prize was won by a widow. 
As a penalty for evil-doing, and with a view to reforming the j 
offender, the landlord imposed a fine of £3,300, payable by ! 
instalments of £100 a year ! A true patriot , he ; for be it under-
stood, he lined the widow for the count ry's good. Similar doings 
are not unknown in towns. 

The Valuation Commissioners are no doubt busy a t work 
valuing the land of this country. In view of the fact that the 
City Council of Liverpool has again and again expressed approval 
of the taxation and rating of land values, it devolves upon them 
to procure from Parliament the necessary powers—now that 
tho work of land valuation is proceeding—to exempt shops, 
warehouses, dwellings, and all other forms of improvements 
from the grievous and unjust burden of local rates. 

There are thousands of acres of unused and very valuable 
building land within municipal areas. A fair and just standard 
of rating, based on the value of land alone, would provide a 
much-needed relief to the owners and occupiers of property, 
and make it possible for land monopolists to exhibit their 
generosity by restoring to the local treasury a portion of the 
value tha t results from the presence of society, so that it may be 
devoted to purposes of common benefit. 

L A N D N E A R S A L I S B U R Y . 

The ESTATES GAZETTE of March 26tli reported that on Monday, 
March 21st, a t the Surveyor's Institution, Mr. H. M. Cobb, F.S.I., • 
sat as Arbitrator in connection with the claim of Mr. Henry 
Holloway against the War Office, for the acquisition of 913 
acres of land at West Lavington, near Salisbury, which arc being 
acquired for field gun exercises. 

Mr. E. Morten, K.C., and Mr. Eustace Hills appeared for the 
claimant, and the Attorney-General (Sir Wm. Robson K 0 ) 
and Mr. S. A. T. Rowlatt for the War Office. 

The original cost of West Lavington House and estate, com-
prising 2,518 acres, and of which the land in question is part , 
was stated by Mr. Holloway to be £35,709 17s. 4d. Mr. Geo! 
Ferris, F.S.I., giving evidence for Mr. Holloway, valued the 
913 acres as follows :—for the land, £13,440; 20 per cent, for 
compulsory sale, £2,688. severance of farms and shootings, 
£2,550; depreciation to residential amenities of thiee residences 
having regard to loss of shooting and presence of artillery firing 
£6,000 ; making a total of £24,078. 

The Attorney-General for the War Office contended that there 
would be practically no depreciation to the lest of the estate, 
and tha t 20 per cent, for compulsory purchase was an extravagant 
claim. 10 per cent, being a generous allowance, and called experts 
to support his contention. 

Mr. W. lirowne Canning, F.S.I., placed the valuation of the 
913 acres including all allowances at £10.129. Mr. Henry Jonas, 
F.S.I., placed the value at £8,(>85, Mr. \\ . Anker Simmons at 
110,847, and Mr. Henry Duke, F.S.I., at £11,606 10s. 

Mr. Cobb's award, published in t i e ESTATES GAZETTE of 
.1 l i n e 4 t h , w a s £ H I , K L 2 . 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

K I N G S A N D L O R D S . 

To the Editor, L A N D V A L U E S . 

59, Bath Street. Glasgow. 
, , , 23rd June. 1910. 

Your courtly leading article in last issue was iln iiinovation 
of such marked character, that 1 presume you will permit a 

Single Taxer like myself to give you and your readers my impres-
sions thereon. 

To me, Monarchic Single Tax is not understandable. This 
may be because 1 do not possess a sense of humour which will 
extend to the appreciation of such articles, or it may be that 
I am lacking in sense of proportion. All men have their limita-
tions, and to me with mine as I am constituted, it seems that 
your article is absolutely out of harmony with Single Tax 
principles and philosophy. The new atmosphere in which the 
editorial work is now performed may account for much that 
seems strange to us who are more remote from the centre of 
government, that corrupt vortex (for all governments must 
necessarily be corrupt pending the establishment of Freedom) 
into which the weak, ambitious or unwary, when effectually 
drawn, confuse the temporary triumphs of opportunism with 
the establishment of eternal principles. 

1 had hoped that those who had drunk deep of living springs, 
and who hitherto had oft run so well, would be invulnerable 
against such paltry allurements as the article in question indicates 
they for the moment (I fervently trust it is only for the moment) 
have capitulated to. This is what comes of playing with or at 
politics, and similar declensions may be expected in the future 
if the game is continued. 

1 do not propose, nor would your space permit me to deal 
with the article sentence by sentence or paragraph by paragraph. 
No words of mine are required to condemn the article. I t will 
cariy its own condemnation into every Single Tax circle where 
it is circulated and read. One more article of this description 
would in all likelihood be sufficient to alter the centre of gravity 
of the movement, in spite of any great or special financial assist -
tance which attaches to wealthy and influential centres such as 
Westminster. Two such articles would be sufficient to make 
the present centre the laughing stock of even all those to whom 
such articles toady. Notwithstanding all this, the article com-
pares favourably with similar articles on the same subject in the 
public Press. I have no fault to find with its literary form, but 
as a Single Taxer 1 protest against the degrading spirit of 
Monarchic flunkeyisrn which pervades it from beginning to end. 

Let me be quite plain. Neither Monarchies nor Republics, 
neither King3 nor Presidents, as such, will command my vener-
ation or support. The abuses and the wrongs which, as Single 
Taxers, we hope yet to destroy are common to both systems, 
and will prevail in any system which denies the natural rights of 
men to their common inheritance. 

On occasions of public ceremonial, whether of great sorrow 
or of great jubilation. I hold it is ours even then to make a 
dignified presentation of the great question committed to our 
care, and to see particularly to it that the question is ever more 
exalted than the man, be he King or Commoner who takes it 
up. So far as kings go, we cannot judge them ; they are above 
the laws, and whatsoever they do is good, or accounted such. 
If any of them are peacemakers and have made peace, why is 
it tha t all parties, with the exception of a very small minority 
of individuals, assert that peace can only be maintained by the 
multiplication of Dreadnoughts and armaments ? Even in 
things monarchic you cannot cat your cake and have it. 

With regard to Royal Commissions, every student of Social 
Reform knows tha t these are but instruments devised for the 
mere " marking of t i m e " in the hopes that the demand for 
reform may bo parried or effectually buried. On secondary 
matters the article advises perniciously. 

Why should we, as Single Taxers, not push vigorously ahead 
with the men who wish to destroy the Veto of the House of 
Lords ? If we had 4s. in the £ on Land Values, all over, I admit 
we might take a fortnight's holiday. In the meantime, however, 
with things as they are, the Veto policy, when carried, will 
certainly make our next advance much easier. 

Editors, like Kings. Presidents, or Popes do not take kindly 
to advice by the laity, and Single Tax Editors, I have found, 
are no exception. But. believing as 1 do that a common Single 
Taxer is quite as good as any King, Editor, President or Pojie, 
1 would advise you to get more on to the moral aspect of our 
question and stick there, giving only a secondary place a t all 
times to mere politics and rating questions. In the moral aspect 
of our question there is life and life abundantly. Polities and 
rating are no doubt highly interesting, and may afford on 
occasions a certain amount of electoral stimulus. In the very 
nature of things, however, these will assuredly lead to rapid 
decay if they take precedence (as they have done so frequently 
of late) over the demand for the natural rights of man to their 
inheritance.—Yours, &e.. 

W M . 1). H A M I L T O N . 
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N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

3rd ANNUAL R E P O R T OF T H E U N I T E D COMMITTEE. 

The third Annual Repo r t of the Uni ted Commit tee for the 
vearending March 31st, 1910, has jus t been issued. I t comprises 
s ixty pages of interest ing m a t t e r , forms a complete record of the 
Commit tee ' s work, a n d is in itself useful p ropaganda l i terature . 

The Repor t opens wi th a brief survey of the political s i tuat ion, 
st> far as the Uni t ed Commit tee is concerned. Concrete 
reports are given of meetings, conferences, a n d Budget demon-
strations, in which the Commit tee took par t , and the visits to 
th is count ry of prominent leaders from the Uni t ed S ta tes a n d 
other countries. Sketches of tho General Election and the 
London County Council Flection, showing the active, s t renuous, 
and effective work u n d " r t a k e n by the Uni ted Commit tee will 
interest all l and reformers. An account is given of the Munici-
palities a n d Associations who suppor ted the Budget and the 
Taxat ion of L a n d Values. 

" Land Values in P a r l i a m e n t " is an apprecia t ion of those 
members who have suppor ted the principle in the House of Com-
mons. a n d records the progress of the L a n d Values Group. 

Short Repor t s f rom the Leagues and branches of Leagues for the 
Taxat ion of L a n d Values show how the act ivi t ies of the U n i t e d 
Committee h a v e been suppor ted all over the count ry in a whole-
hear ted a n d influential manner . 

The ex ten t of the Commit tee ' s labours is reflected in the 
account of the l i tera ture issued, and the fac t t h a t dur ing the 
General Elect ion over five million publ icat ions were published 
speaks for itself. 

The R e p o r t winds up wi th the plan of campaign for the fu ture , 
and an appeal for funds which we reproduce, toge ther wi th the 
Financial S ta t emen t . Appended to t he Repor t is a plain state-
ment on the policy of the Uni t ed Commit tee expla in ing the 
Taxa t ion of L a n d Values. 

OUR P R O G R A M M E . 

AN A P P E A L F O R £15,000. 
The Budge t of 1909 is a great reward for years of h a r d plodding 

work, in t he face of ridicule, ignorance, and prejudice. I t is a 
record of splendid progress. Ridicule ha s been swept aside. 
Ignorance a n d prejudice have ye t to be overcome, even amongs t 
the progressive fo rces ; when we have conquered ignorance and 
prejudice, privilege will t o t t e r and fall to pieces, for privilege is 
founded on ignorance a n d prejudice. 

We have secured, in the Budget , provisions for a complete 
valuat ion of all Land . Bu t we mus t not lose sight of t he fac t 
t h a t the L a n d Values Taxes of the Budget are small a n d dis-
cr iminat ing a n d do no t p u t the principle for which we s tand into 

operat ion. W h e n the business men and the masses of the people 
raise the i r voices insistently for the Taxa t ion of Land Values 
then will the political leaders examine the principle and find its 
worth , and n o t unt i l then . There is yet a h u n d r e d t imes as m u c h 
g round to cover and a hundred t imes as m a n y victories to be 
won before our object is achieved. 

This then is our work. W e have to in teres t and educa te the 
people. We mus t go to them in their homes and show t h e m how 
their emancipa t ion f rom monopoly is wrapped up in the Taxa t ion 
of Land Values. The magni tude of the task cannot be over-
es t imated , b u t there is no reason why it should no t be accom-
plished. Cobden succeeded in a similar campaign for the Repeal 
of the Corn Laws, and wi th persistent effor t we can succeed 
in es tabl ishing freedom and just ice ; equa l oppor tuni t ies for 
all, privilege for none. 

Large and ever-increasing d e m a n d s are made upon the Com-
mit tee for help in organising dis t r ic t meetings, for l i tera ture and 
for speakers, which m u s t be me t if the work of educat ion on our 
well-defined policy is to cont inue. 

The Uni ted Commit tee in tends to reach ou t to this work with 
de te rmina t ion . W e hope to open new offices in several industrial 
centres, where the success of tho propaganda h i ther to carried on 
has justif ied such steps, and in the near fu tu r e our course will 
be th rough two channels . First , the agi ta t ion t h a t was com-
menced and carried on some ye a r s ago for the Ra t ing of L a n d 
Values in the Municipalities a n d Boroughs will, with the support, 
we confidently hope to enjoy , be revived, susta ined and ex tended 
by means of dis tr ic t meotings, by providing speakers and 
lecturers, a n d by the circulation of ins t ruct ive l i terature . 
Secondly, the Uni ted Commit tee will present ly under take a. 
m a m m o t h educat ional campaign (the work is already in hand) 
amongs t the people. Our aim is to reach every household in the 
Uni t ed Kingdom a n d Ire land with a packe t of interest ing and 
instruct ive leaflets, dealing w i th all aspects of the question. To 
accomplish th is a t least ten million sots of leaflets (20 in a s e t -
t h a t is two hundred million leaflets) will be required. Some 
excellent leaflets for the purpose have been prepared (a list 
appears on pages 50 and 57) ; o thers are in course of prepara t ion , 
a n d will be prepared as circumstances decide. The cost of 
printing, enclosing in envelopes and circulat ing th is exp lana tory 
l i te ra ture will be a b o u t £15,000. 

To carry on and extend our activit ies effectively iit this par-
ticular and mos t invi t ing field, a very special measure of suppor t 
is needed. The t ime is ripe and over-ripe for such an all-em-
bracing educat ional effort , a n d the Uni ted Commit tee earnest ly 
appeals to all lovers of f reedom and justice, to all who would help 
l if t the burden t h a t oppresses the workers, for the necessary 
financial suppor t to carry it to a successful issue. 

We ask those who are willing to respond to our appeal to make 
use of the fo rm provided for the purpose a t the end of the repor t 
a n d to send their donat ions to the H o n o r a r y Treasurer . 

Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year ended 31st March, 1910. 

RECEIPTS. 

Halanee in hand, as per last Account, April 1st, 1909 
Donations 
Advertisements in " Land Values " 
Sales of " Land Values " 
Sales of Literature 
Sale of Henry George Plaques K . 

£ s. d. 
1,688 13 11 
7.278 10 0 

60 16 2 
149 11 0 
442 15 11 

7 10 0 

PAYMENTS. 

Conferences, Demonstrations and Meetings 
Budget Demonstrations in Hyde Park, Glasgow, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff and Trafalgar Square 
Grants to English, Scottish, Manchester, Bolton, 

Portsmouth, and Dumfries Leagues, York-
shire Branch, &c. 

Printing leaflets and pamphlets, and printing and 
placarding posters 

Printing of " Land Values " 
Press B u r e a u -

Rent, Lighting and Cleaning 
Salaries of Manager and Clerk 
Contributors 
Postages 
Stationery 
Sundries 

Travelling Expenses 
Office Rent, Lighting, and ('leaning 
Salaries of Secretary and Staff 
Postages, Telegrams and Carriage 
Stationery, Newspapers, Books, Ac. 
Telephone 
Office Furniture 
llank Charges . . . . 
Subscriptions 
Audit of 1908—9 Accounts 
Sundry Office and General Expenses 

Balance in Hand 

£ 
1.166 

s. d. 

1.100 

3 ,591 
4 3 1 

04 
352 
33 0 

14 

514 
11 

135 
575 
1 t:i 

Hi) 
lit 
60 

:i 
16 
10 
43 

£9,627 17 9 

I),352 19 10 
274 17 11 

£9.627 17 

We have audited the above Account of Receipts and Payments of the United Committee for the Taxation "f Land Values for the year ended 31st March, 
1910, and compared same with the books and vouchers of the Treasurer and the Secretary and certify same to he in accordance therewith. 

CASKl,H ^ ^ ;SiL' m : T T ° K ' R t R \ ' S , i a S T w ; . u n t a n t s . 
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WOOLWICH. 
CHAMBER OK COMMERCE SUPPORTS TAXATION OF 

LAND VALUES. 
At a general meeting of the Woolwich Chamber of Commerce, 

held a t the Royal Mortar Hotel on Juno 7th, Mr. W. Barefoot, 
a leading figure in Woolwich labour circles, moved the following 
resolution :— 

" That, having regard to the increase in local rates, the 
(Jhamber is of opinion tha t all interests which receive advantage 
from public expenditure should bear their fair quota of 
responsibility for tha t expenditure ; tha t as there is a direct 
relation between expenditure from rates and the local value 
of land, the taxation of land values for local purposes would 
be a means of securing a more equitable method of meeting 
the responsibility of the rates, which a t present is borne 
wholly by the occupiers of business and other premises." 
Mr Barefoot supported his resolution in a very able speech 

Ho thought that , in perfect fairness and justness they could 
claim tha t in addition to the occupants of buildings there were 
other interests receiving advantages from public expenditure 
l ha t being so, ho submitted that those interests should bear 

their fair quota of expenditure. When they came to look 
round, ho thought they would agree tha t in land values they 
ound one of tho interests to which he had referred, and that 

land values constituted an interest which could legitimately 
be tapped tho more so as there was an intimate relationship 
between public expenditure and land values. He desired the 
Chamber to keep tha t in mind—that there is an intimate 
relationship between public expenditure and land values-
and if tha t wore proved, there were logical grounds for his resolu-
tion. Of course, lie know tha t the taxation of land values was 
a mat ter of a controversial nature, but he could not conceive 
a body of business men such as were there congregated, opposing 
the taxation of land values, particularly as very few business 
men conducted their business in premises of which they held 
the freeholds. Land values were practically created by the 
presence, and by the industry and expenditure, of great popu-
lations, and it was a fact borne out by statistics tha t the local 
value of land increases in direct proportion to local expenditure 
He gave several instances of increased land values due to public 

enterprise. 1 

The resolution was seconded by Councillor Fennell and after 
discussion carried by one vote. 

MID NORFOLK. 
Mr. Fred Skirrow conducted a ten days' campaign in Mav in 

support of Mr. W. R. Lester, who will probably again stand 
in the Liberal interests a t the next election. In addition to 
propaganda work he addressed six meetings of different associa-
tions on the taxation of land values. Each of the meetings was 
W 6 i r a tL'!n ftnd t h e audiences were strongly agricultural 

Mr. Skirrow was everywhere enthusiastically received and 
found a growing disposition in places he had visited during the 
General Election to hear the question fully discussed. Literature 
has been despatched to the secretaries of these associations 
who are now supporting the taxation of land values with zeal. 

PORTSMOUTH. 
Owing to an unfortunate personal accident Mr. M'Guigan was 

unable to address the members of the Bevois Ward ^Liberal 
Association on the Taxation of Land Values on May 23rd 
Mr. J . having read the paper in his absence to a well-attended 
meeting, although it was a glorious summer evening, and an 
interesting discussion followed. Mr. Erving's address gave a 
great amount of satisfaction, and he was accorded a very heartv 
vote of thanks. J J 

MANCHESTER. 
The Secretary of the Manchester League, 134, Dcansgate 

sends us the following particulars. 
In addition to meetings already announced in LAND VAIUES 

the following have been held :— ' 
May 27.—North Manchester Liberal Association, Open air \ H 

Weller. 
„ 29.—Crumpsall Park. Dr. P. McDougall and O. O'Gradv 

June 2.—Gorton Rubber Co., Openshaw. Dinner-hour * Meeting 
J. Bagot and A. H. Weller. P ' 

.. 2.—Economic Clans Meeting, in Manchester League's Office. 

.Tune 2.—North Manchester League of Young Liberals, Couran St. 
Croft, Open air, D. Catterall. 

„ 5.—Gorton Park, J . Bagot, W. Noble and E. Lightowler. 
., 6.—Middlete n League of Young Liberals, Open air, A. H. 

Weller. 
,, 6.-—North Manchester Liberal Association, Open air, D. 

C'atterall. 
•• 9-—Crossley's Works, Openshaw, Dinner-hour Meeting, Dr. 

P. McDougall. 
„ 9.-—Economic Class Meeting, in Manchester League's Office. 

10.—North Manchester Liberal Association, Open air, D. 
Catterall. 

„ 12.—Birchfields Park, E. Skirrow and J. Moyle. 
„ 10.—Alexandra Park, Dr. P. MeDougall, D. Catterall, and W. 

Norman. 
» 20.—Colne Valley Liberal Council, Doheross, Open air, D. 

Catterall. 
•• 24.—Swinton League of Young Liberals, Open air, D. Catterall. 
., 30.-—Colne Vallov Liberal Council, Greenfield, Open air, A. H. 

Weller. 
Up to the time of going to press these meetings have been 

arranged :— 
July 5.—Great Harwood League of Young Liberals. Open air, A. H. 

Weller. ' 
„ fi.—Preston League of Young Liberals. Market Place, 8 p.m., 

•T. Bagot, and A. H. Weller. 
„ 13.—Preston League of Young Liberals, Market Place, 8 p.m.. 

J. Bagot and A. H. Weller. 
„ 20.—Radcliffe League of Young Liberals. Open air, A. H. Weller. 

Aug. 3.—RadelifTe League of Young Liberals, Open air, D. Catterall. 
„ 11.—Chorlton league of Young Liberals, A. H. Weller. 
At the League's meeting in Crumpsall Park on Mav 29th 

three members of the Economic Class—Messrs. P. J . (Sough, 
G. F. Musson. and W. Humphreys—addressed the audience ; 
and on June 19th another member—W. Norman—gave an 
address in Alexandra Park on the rural aspect of the Taxation 
of Land Values. With these new speakers it is hoped to be able 
to hold more meetings in the near future. 

BOLTON. 
The members of the Bolton League are still very active and 

are holding three open-air meetings weekly—one' district and 
two local meetings. They are having large and interested 
gatherings, and the Taxation of Land Values is preached with 
splendid effect, and good reports are appearing in the local Press. 

On May 27th Mr. J . Battle addressed a well-attended open-
air meeting with the Young Liberals. Several other speakers 
have addressed meetings, including Mr. Frost, Mr. Edward 
Davis. Mr. A. E. Bovdell, and Mr. H. Wilkinson. 

LEIGH, LANCS. 
Mr. Skirrow conducted a fortnight's campaign in the beginning 

of June in the Leigh district of Lancashire, the constituency of 
that, ardent supporter of Land Values Taxation, Alderman 
Raffan. Several successful meetings were held, and the audi-
ences, mostly miners and their wives, were in every case strongly 
for the Taxation of Land Values. Alderman RafTan, Mr. Skirrow 
writes, is very popular in the constituency. 

The meetings addressed by Mr. Skirrow were : June 9 
Atherton Liberal Club ; 10th. Doctor's Nook. Leigh; 11th, 
Ast ley; 12th. Birchfield Park. Manchester; 13th. Market 
Place. Tvldesley; 14th. The Common. Moselev; 15th. St. 
Mary's, Lowton : 15th. Market Place. Leigh ; 16th, Hindsford ; 
17th, Market Place, Ather ton; 18th, The Harrows, Culcheth. 

NORTH WESTMORLAND. 
Following his campaign in Lancashire Mr. Skirrow journeved 

on to North Westmorland, where he held some good meetings. 
He opened on the 20th .Tune at Ellerwater ; on the 21st he spoke 
at Windermere, on the 22nd at Ambleside. 23rd at Bowness. and 
on the 24th at Orasmere. 

DISSOLUTION OF THE LIBERAL LEAGUE. 
A meeting of the Council of the l iberal League was held at 

the Westminster Palace Hotel yesterdav afternoon. Sir Robert 
Perks. Bart., in the chair. The following report has been supplied 
to us :— 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. F. Freeman-
Thomas. the following resolution was discussed and adopted : 
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" That the Council hereby resolves tha t the Liberal League shall 
be forthwith dissolved." 

In the course of his speech the Chairman alluded to the work 
of the Liberal League and its predecessor, the Liberal Imperial 
Council. The Chairman also referred in some detail to the 
reasons which had led the executive committee to advise tha t 
the League should be dissolved, and, in doing so, he paid a very 
warm tribute to the eminent services of the founder of the 
League, Lord Rosebery. 

BY-ELECTIONS. 
HARTLEPOOL. 

Consequent upon the unseating of Sir Christopher Furness 
(Liberal) on petition, a by-election took place in Hartlepool on 
June 20th. The result was as follows:— 

Stephen W. Furness (Lib.) : 6,159 
W. Howard Gritten (Con.) 5,993 

Majority 160 

()n behalf of the United Committee, Mr. A. H. Weller conducted 
a campaign in favour of the Taxation of Land Values during the 
week previous to polling day. A large shop was opened a t 3, 
Lynn Street, West Hartlepool. A wide distribution of literature 
was carried out and a series of splendid open-air meetings 
was held. A correspondent writing from West Hartlepool 
says :—" 1 was very glad indeed tha t the Committee took an 
active par t in the election and I think it would bring the cause 
more to the front if similar action were taken a t all by-elections. 
I think Mr. Weller's shop and distribution of literature well 
worth while. The meetings have created a very favourable 
impression." 

It is interesting to note tha t while Captain Pretyman. M.P., 
of the Land Union, was addressing an audience (the size of which 
the Chairman of the meeting apologised for), within a stone's 
throw Francis Neilson, M.P., was addressing an enthusiastic 
audience four thousand strong, on the Taxation of Land Values. 
Mr. Neilson quite took the place by storm with the Taxation of 
Land Values during the election. 

present as a deputy from the United Committee for the Taxation 
of Land Values, which Committee had rendered such valuable 
assistance in connection with the Small Landholders Bill some 
two years ago, when large meetings were held in Inverness and 
district, at which thev had the assistance of the Lord Advocate. 
He understood tha t the presence of Mr. Busby was due to the 
desire of his Committee to consult with representative men in 
the Highlands with the view to holding a similar series of meetings 
in support of the Government's Land Policy. He then intro-
duced Mr. Busby to the meeting. . 

1 Mr. Busby gave a lengthy statement of the steps which the 
Committee thought ought to be taken with the view to holding 
a propaganda on lines similar to that, hold in 1908 in the High 

' lands and all over the country. 
A keen and sympathetic discussion took place, in which Sir 

I Henry Munro. Mr. Duncan Mactavish. Councillor A. F. Mac-
kenzie, Mr. Joseph Macleod, and others took part. The general 
feeling was tha t in view of the Government's position with regard 
to the Veto resolutions, and to suit the convenience of the repre-

j sentatives of Northern Associations, the meetings should be hold 
towards the close of October, and the United Committee should 
be asked to join with the Highland and Sutherlandshire Asso-
ciations in supporting the Government. 

The meeting expressed regret tha t Ex-Bailie Peter Burt. .LP., 
was unavoidably detained at Appin. 

EAST DORSET. 
Mr. Chapman Wright, on behalf of the United Committee, 

conducted a campaign in favour of the Taxation of Land Values, 
during this by-election. Literature was widely distributed 
and meetings held. Mr. Wright was joined by Mr. WVUer from 
Hartlepool on file 21st. The candidates were Major C. H. 
Guest (Liberal) and Colonel J . S. Nicholson (Conservative). 
Polling took place on June 30th. 

SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS. 
The Annual Report of the United Committee has been splen-

didly noticed in the Scottish Press. The salient features have 
been well brought out, including the Committee's appeal for 
funds to carry on the work. 

The Glasgow CITIZEN (Conservative) published an editorial 
on the Report, saying, among other things :— 

They say they have secured in the Budget provisions for a 
complete valuation of all land—that they must not lose sight 
of the fact tha t the land values taxes of the Budget are small 
and discriminating, and do not put " the principle for w hich 
we stand into operation." One sentence gives a vision of 
what is intended. I t is this—" There is yet a hundred times 
as much ground to cover and a hundred times as many victories 
to be won before our object is achieved." When the hun-
dredth time comes—if ever that Millennium period should be 
reached—the twenty shillings in the pound tax will be achieved 
and the whole land of the country confiscated. 
The CITIZEN means, of course, that the confiscations of 

landlordism will be confiscated. 

A representative meeting was held on 13th June, at the 
l iberal Rooms, Lombard Street, Inverness, to meet represen 
tatives from the United Committee. Sir Henry Muuro presided 
and among these present were Messrs. J . Busby, Glasgow ; 
Duncan Mactavish, Inverness; Joseph Macleod, L. Macgregor, 
R. Smith, J . Macdonald, Isaac Mackenzie, Councillor Mackenzie, 
A. Mackay, John Whyte, and David Macleod. 

Sir Henry expressed the pleasure it gave them to have with 
them tha t evening Mr. James Busby of Glasgow, who was 

aham Casscls. 
Casscls. 

The Glasgow Town Council, which has led the way on the 
principle of taxing Land Values in relief of municipal rates, 
has made a distinctly retrograde step. Some time ago the 
Finance Committee abandoned the sound principle of keeping 
Municipal Works Undertakings apart from ordinary revenue. 
The Corporation, acting on the recommendation of the Finance 
Committee, has agreed, by a majority of 21 in a house of 63, 
to apply the Tramway surplus to a reduction of the rates. No 
doubt it was tempting to certain councillors to apply the tram-
way surplus in this way, but they will probably learn m the 
near future tha t any such relief of the rates in the long run 
simplv means a relief of the land-monopolist. The question is 
being" much discussed in Glasgow, and steps are already being 
taken to place the facts before the electors. 

The following meetings have been held :— 
June L—At Whitehall, Camlachie, Glasgow, Mr. Grah 

„ 15.—Balgray Springbum, Glasgow. Mr. Graham O 
>; 29.—Springburn, Glasgow, Mr. W. K. Brymer. 

On behalf of the United Committee Mr. Fred Skirrow will 
address meetings in Edinburgh, from 11th to 16th July ; in Fife, 
on 18th. 19th, and 20th July, and in East or Mid-Lothian on the 
21st, 22nd, and 23rd. 

WALES. 

A WELSH COMMITTEE FORMED. 
A large and representative gathering was held in Cardiff on 

Saturday; the 18th June, at the invitation of Alderman P. 
Wilson Raffan, M.P.. and Mr. W. Beddoe Rees. Tea was pio-
vided at the Park Hotel, and afterwards a meeting was held to 
consider the formation of a Committee for Wales to promote 
the Taxation of I .and Values in the Principality. Among those 
present were the following : -
P. Wilson Raffan, M.P., Newbridge, Mon. 
W. Beddoe Rees, 3, Dumfries Place, Cardiff. 
Rev. Edward Bush, Port Talbot. 
Rev. E. Aubrey, 6, Despenser Gardens, Cardiff. 
F. A. Phillips, 23. Lancaster Villas, Merthyr Tydfil. 
F. Gordon Roberts, 16, Llanover Street, Abercarn. 
J . Tudor Rees, 3, Dumfries Place, Cardiff. 
Henry G. C. Allgood, Cardiff. 
W. R. Beddoe, Pontlottvn. 
John Rees, 23, Reform Street. Pontlottyn. 
T. C. Dash, Brithdir. 
Colin Campbell, Emlyn House, Haverfordwest. 
J . O. Thomas. Maindee House. Henry Street, Tonypandy. 
Aubrey Roberts, 11, Stuart Street. Aberdare. 
Jos. A". Lewis, 79, Aberfan Road. Merthyr Vale. 
Ben. Jones. 195. High Street, Cefn Coed, Merthyr Tydfil. 
E. Rowland Jonef, 28, Tylacelvn Road, Penygraig, Rhondda. 
Cyril Thomas, 3, High Street. Porth. 
Tom Morgan. 7. Brvnhyfryd Cwmaman, Aberdare. 
Dd. Rogers, 40, Robert Street. Ynvsybul. 
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Thos. I>. Johns, Bodlondel, St. Martin 's Road, Caerphilly. 
John T. Rees, Preswylfa, Pa rk Crescent, Treforest. 
James Griffiths, 2, Upton Road, Aber-Gwynfi. 
John liosser, Primrose Terrace, Nelson. 
J . T. Richards, Cartref, Cadogan Street, Nantymoel . 
J . Bennett. (Secretary Barry Branch National League of Young 

Liberals), 99, Tynewydd Road, Barry. 
K. A. Charles, 0, Pentonville, Newport , Mon. 
Abraham Thomas, Llansamlet. 
J . Vaughan Edwards, Solicitor, Swansea. 
Wm. Rees Edmunds, Solicitor, Merthyr Tydfil. 
Geo. W. Dorrell (Hon. Secretary, South Wales and Mon. National 

League of Young Liberals), Swansea. 
Arthur J . Rossiter, South View, Caerphilly. 
Percy Shuttlewood, jun., Swansea. 
Wm. I). Roberts, ti, Hanover Street, Swansea. 
Tom (i. Rees, 17, Curwen Terrace, P o r t Talbot . 
Dr. R. I). Chalke, 12, The Parade, Por th . 
•1. T. Lewis, Eirianfa, Tonypandy, Rhondda . 
.1. Walter Jones, County School, Ystradgvnlais. 
I). H. Williams (Secretary, Gower Liberal Association), Dunvant , 

Swansea. 
T. S. Gower, Newport, Mon. 
E. W. Evans, Newport, Mon. 
Llewellyn Davies, 147, Stainvell Road, Penar th . 
Arthur Thomas, 19, Neath Road Villas, Macsteg. 
J . Thomas, 39, Arran Street, Cardiff. 
Caleb Rees, .'«(. Amesbury Road. Cardiff. 
W. J . Crocker, Liberal Club, Swansea, 

and others. 
The proceedings opened with a spirited rendering of the 

Land Song by Mr. Stanley Barre t t , the chorus being heartily 
taken up by those present. 

ALDERMAN P . WILSON RAFFAN, M . P . , s a i d : — M y f i rs t d u t y is t o 
thank you on behalf of Mr. Bcddoe Rees for so kindly accepting 
our invitation to meet Mr. Edward McHugh this afternoon. 
I am very glad indeed to see such a very representative at tend-
ance. I think, as far as I am able to judge, nearly every indus-
trial centre in South Wales is represented here this afternoon. 

Now, the main object which we have asked you to come 
together to work for is to consider the advisability of some 
concerted action being taken in Wales for the purpose of advanc-
ing the movement for the Taxation of Land Values. 

We have great reason for congratulation tha t , .under Mr. 
Lloyd George's Budget,—(cheers)—we are seeing the first-
frui ts of our efforts, gathering the first harvest of labours which 
have been extended over many years. You will all agree t h a t 
the Budget is a splendid beginning, but it cannot be the end. 
We are bound, having got the valuation, we are bound to accept 
it simply as the basis, and to go forward for fur ther efforts. 

Now. you are aware, of course, tha t under the Budget the 
proceeds of the Land Tax go in two moieties, one to the National 
Exchequer and one to the Local Authorities. For the time 
tha t arrangement will be useful to the Local Authorities, bu t i t 1 

does appear to me, as one interested not only in the rat ing of ! 
land values, but also as one who has taken an active par t in 
public work for many years, tha t wc cannot rest satisfied until 
Local Authorities themselves are able to ra te land values and 
roya lties for local purposes. (Cheers.) 

We have not the Committee here to deal with this question that 
is to be found in other parts of the Kingdom—the United 
Committee for the Taxation of Land Values. Wales so far has 
not been represented. Well, we are anxious to put t h a t right, 
I hope t h a t one of the results of this gathering will be that we 
will form ourselves into the nucleus of a Committee for carrying 
on tile work in Wales. Of course, the movement is bound to go 
Oil, and Wales should have its place and part in it, (Applause.) 

Mr. B E D D O E R E E S being called upon to move the first resolu-
tion. rose and said : Mr. Chairman and gentlemen. 1 have tried 
my best to get out of this du ty , or, shall 1 say, out of this pleasure, 
because if is certainly a pleasure to take part in a meeting of 
this kind. I think wc can say t h a t this will prove to be an 
historic meeting, which will be the beginning of a great enthusiasm 
in Wales in favour of the Taxat ion of Land Values. 

Well, the resolution is t h i s : " T h a t this meeting cordially 
approves of the formation of a committee for Wales to promote 
the Taxation of Land Values in the Principali ty." 

Wo have nothing, of course, to do with any other par t of 
the country but Wales. There are numerous leagues throughout I 
England, and a Scottish League which operates in Scotland. | 
and an Irish Society with headquarters at Belfast Then there j 

is the United Committee which represents all the organisations. 
It is interesting to go back over the history of this movement, 
You will have to go back something like 30 years to find the 
beginning of the agitation in favour of the Taxation of Land 
Values and Mining Royalties. 

In 1879, Henry George published his great book, " Progress 
and Poverty." In 1884, Henry George came over to this country 
and started a campaign in Great Britain and Ireland. A rather 
interesting fact is this, tha t the second meeting Henry George held 
was in Cardiff, and that the meeting was organised and arranged 
by our friend Mr. McHugh, who is with us to-day. (Cheers.) 
After leaving Cardiff. 1 think Henry George took with him 
some of our Welsh enthusiasm because he went from here to 
Scotland, and there, a t Glasgow, formed the first organisation 
established in this country—The Scottish Land Restoration 
League. A movement of this kind is necessarily a slow and 
tedious one, and it took until 1902 before there was any really 
definite public sign of progress in the political field. The 

j Corporation of the City of Glasgow led the way. In 1902 there 
was introduced into the House of Commons the Municipal 
Rat ing Bill. Tha t , I think, was read for the first time without 
much trouble, but a t the second reading it was rejected by 71 
votes. That was the beginning of the' fight in the House of 
Commons. The next year, 1903, the Opposition to the principle 
had been reduccd to 13. (Cheers.) Then the next year another 
Bill of the same kind was introduced and it was carried during 
a Conservative administration by 67 votes. (Cheers.) So that 
the principle we are working for was carried in a Conservative 
Hoi ise of Commons. In 1905, a similar Bill was carried by a 
majori ty of 90. (Cheers.) So you see how the gradual progress 
goes on. Then came the great Election of 1905 and 1906. 
Again the Bill was introduced under more favourable auspices, 
and we find it was carried in the House of Commons by a major i ty 
of 258. The measure was adopted by the Government af ter 
second reading and was sent to a Select Committee, and tha t 
Select Committee was presided over by Mr. Ure, now the Ixird 
Advocate, one of the men whose names stand foremost in the 
great fight, Mr. Ure presided over the Select Committee, and 
the result of the Committee's deliberation was, tha t while 
endorsing the principle of the Bill, they recommended the 
Government on their own responsibility to introduce a measure 
dealing with the whole question—the Glasgow Bill being 
restricted in it.s operation to municipal areas. They must first 
have a Valuation Bill. T h a t was the end of the Bill of 1906 
In 1907 a Valuation Bill was introduced under Government 
auspices. This Bill was sent to the House of Lords. I t was 
passed almost unanimously in the House ot Commons. I t was 
sent up and treated with very scant courtesy by the House of 
Lords. They said it had been sent up too late ; they had not 
sufficient time to consider so important a measure. I t was, 
therefore, sent back to the House of Commons. Tn 1908, the 
Bill was again sent up early in the session, and the Lords did 
consider it this time, and they put such a lot of alterations 
into the Bill t h a t when they sent it back to the House of Commons 
the Commons were unable to recognise their own measure 
Tha t was the end of the Bill of 1908. But in that year a 
memorial was drawn up and signed by nearly 300 Members" of the 
House of Commons to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, askin" 
him to put a Valuation Clause in his next Budget. Then there 
came the great Budget of last year. (Cheers.)" The Valuation 
Clause in that Budget is the gradual outcome of the campaign 
for the Taxation of Land Values for the last 30 years. That is a 
beginning. The valuation is necessary before we can know 
how to proceed. We must know the value of a thing before we 
can tax it . and so Mr. Lloyd George, in his Budge t has made 
a beginning. We have met here to-day to consider s tar t ing 
a campaign in Wales that will create a body of public opinion 
sufficiently strong so that as soon as the valuation becomes a 
fact , the Chancellor and the municipal and other rating authori-
ties. will he able to proceed, and proceed rapidly, with put t ing 
into practice the principles for which we stand. All we sav is 
tha t we want to tax the value of land for public purposes. 
(Cheers.) Shall I give you one instance of what would have 
happened had this lieeti in existence ? 

Llandrindod Wells is a comparatively recent town. There 
is in Llandrindod a well which is very beneficial, we are told 
to those who think they are not well. The landlord did not put 
it there. The landlord had nothing to do with it. If God 
gave the land to the people, he gave that well to the people. 
(Cheers.) Well, population came along, spent money, and as 
time passed, there grew up a thriving little town. They estab-
lished public authorities, and then they taxed themselves for 
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the privilege of living there. They taxed themselves to lay 
down roads and put in sewers, and make streets, and make the 
town an a t t rac t ive habi table centre. Now, let us see what has 
happened. The landlord has merely slept, or else has been 
in the u t te rmost par ts of the ear th . He did nothing to increase 
the value of the land, which every year has been growing and 
growing, unti l recently the Wesleyans wanted a little corner 
To build a chapel on. * I th ink i t was about quar ter of an acre. 
Running through tha t land was a brook, which made it a very 
expensive site to build on. I th ink the land was ra ted a t some-
thing like £2 per acre per y e a r ; anyway , it was some very 
small amount , practically worthless. I th ink I can say for a 
fact t h a t the capital value of the land, according to the ra te 
book, was not more t h a n £200 a t the outside, but , instead of what 
it was ra ted a t . the landlord asked £2,050 for it. If this principle 
of Taxing L a n d Values had been in operation, the public would 
have received a par t of the increased value of tha t land, caused 
through their own indust ry and their own efforts. Our object 
in organising is t o let the public know t h a t there is a method 
whereby they m a y have a share of the value they have them-
selves created. I^et us ta lk about, the rights of human i ty . 
(Hear, hear.) We have been singing, " G o d gave the land to 
the people." Hi ther to we have been accustomed to look upon 
that as " God gave the land to the landlords and not the people." 

Mr. VAUGHAN EDWARDS, Swansea, seconded the resolution. 
MI. MCHUOH, in the course of his remarks, a f te r paying a 

warm t r ibu te t o the Chancellor of the Exchequer , said :—We 
do not hear very much now from the landlords about their 
intention to shi f t the T a x on L a n d Values on to the shoulders of 
the users of land. Every m a n who has devoted even the most 
superficial a t t en t ion to the subject knowns t h a t a t ax on land 
values cannot be shifted. I t is a s t ra ight tax , and mus t be 
borne by those who have h i ther to escaped paying, the landlords. 
The t ax on land values is exact ly the same in its incidence as an 
income tax ; and I sometimes say t h a t there is a for tune await ing 
the man who can discover how to shif t the income tax . 

The Uni ted Committee for the Taxat ion of Land Values consists 
of a body of sound economists f romal l par ts of the United Kingdom. 
We have no chai rman, bu t we have two secretaries ; and , of 
course, we have a t reasurer . One of our joint secretaries is 
Mr. Crompton Llewellyn Davies, whose nat ional i ty will no t be 
questioned, and the other is Mr. J o h n Paul , formerly of the 
Scottish League. I am authorised to say tha t , it you make up 
your minds here in Wales to organise a campaign for the Taxa t ion 
of Land Values, for every pound t h a t is subscribed for t h a t purpose 
we, of the Uni ted Committee, will contr ibute a sovereign. If you 
contribute £500 we will contr ibute £500. (Cheers.) Whatever 
the amount may be, we will give an equal sum. The entire 
control of the fund will be in the hands of the Committee pro-
posed to be formed by the resolution. 

The resolution was carr ied unanimously . 
Dr. Chalke. of Por th , then moved the following resolut ion:— 

" Tha t this meeting desires t h a t an active campaign be 
organised for the coming a u t u m n and winter, t ha t meet ings 
be held in every centre possible, t ha t l i terature be dis t r ibuted 
on every available occasion so as to create a s t rong public 
opinion in favour of the Taxa t ion of Land Values." 
Air.Beddoe Rees then called upon Mr. D. H. Williams, Dunvan t , 

Swansea, the Secretary of the Gower Liberal Federat ion, to 
second the resolution, as representing one of the older Liberal 
organisations. The resolution was carried unanimous!}'. 

Mr. Beddoe Rees then remarked t h a t the movement was not 
confined to South Wales. " I have a list of names of some of 
those who have volunteered to act upon the Committee. It 
includes:—Mr. Wm. George (brother of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer), Criccieth ; Evan R. Da vies, Pwllhelli ; VV. Roberts , 
Llandudno ; Rev. Gwynf ryn Jones, Barmouth ; Chas. E. 
Breese, P o r t m a d o c ; Corv Yeo, Swansea ; Councillor J o h n 
H o g g . B a r r y ; J . H . R e a d ! E d i t o r , S O U T H W A L E S D A I L Y N E W S , 
Cardiff, etc." There is sufficient enthusiasm behind the movement 
to carry it on to a great success. We hope to have a centre in 
Nor th Wales, and. if possible, a centre in Mid-Wales as well. 
We intend to s tar t an active campaign in favour of the movement 
throughout the whole of the Principali ty. We want in every 
district to work through the existing organisations. We ask 
for your co-operation. One word abou t the financial aspect. 
1 think Mr. McHugh will allow me to say that the Uni ted Com-
mittee have promised us handsome financial aid which will 
enable us fo r some months , a t a n y rate, to m a k e a good beginning 
with the carrying on of the campaign. The whole of the 
fu ture a r rangements will be in vour hands entirely.'" (Applause). 

W H A T T H E ENGLISH L E A G U E IS DOING. 

The following meet ings have b >en held dur ing the past m o n t h : 
June 1.—Keighley (Town Hall Square). J . H. Robspn and W. T. 

Hawkins. 
„ 6.—E. Marylebone I.L.P. Dr. Parker. 
„ 7.—Birtley, Co. Durham. J . Veitcli (in connection with 

Gladstone League). 
„ 9.—Hnggerston League of Young Liberals. J . W. Graham 

Peace. 
„ 15.—Keighley (Town Hall Square). Ashley Mitchell. 
„ 19.—Peel Insti tute Men's Meeting, Clerkenwell. F. Verinder. 

T h o T W E N T Y - S E V E N T H A N N U A L M E E T I N G o f t h e L e a g u e w i l l 
be held on Wednesday, J u l y 20th . at 8 o'clock, in Essex (large) 
Hall. Essex Street , S t rand . Among those who arc expected to be 
present and speak are the following Members of Parl iament : -
Messrs. E. G. Hemmerde , K.C.. M.P. (President) , II. G. Chancellor. 
M.P. (President-nominate) ; Jos iah C. Wedgwood. M.l'. : Alder-
m a n P . Wilson Raf fan , C.C., M.P., and J . O 'Grady, M.P. It is 
earnest ly hoped t h a t every member of tho League who is within 
reach of the St rand will make a special endeavour to be present 
and to bring as m a n y fr iends as possible. 

The General Secretary, a t the request of the Uni ted Commit tee , 
is offering to the In te rna t iona l Free Trade Congress (Antwerp, 
August) a specially-written pape r on " Taxa t ion of Land Values 
in its relation to Free Trade ." 

A Spanish member of the League, Senor Antonio Albendin, 
has t rans la ted " How to get rich wi thout working " (Land Values 
P u b l i c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t ) f o r t h e HERALDO DE MADRID, a n d is 

| also busy circulating t ransla t ions of " Progress and Pover ty , 
" Social Problems," and " The Condition of Labour . " 

Appended to " T h e Condition of L a b o u r " is an essay on 
" Pove r ty a n d Discontent : i ts cause and remedy , " by Dr. I a t ros 
Makarios Loydes, Greek Charge d 'Affaires at Washington, being 
a repor t presented to A. H. Molinas, Minister of Educat ion at 
Athens. This contains quota t ions f rom H e n r y George, and f rom 
the late Thomas Shearman 's " Crooked and Natura l Taxa t ion , " 
and appears to be a thorough single-tax publicat ion. 

A member of the executive, who is a s tuden t of Spanish, 
i has recently s ta r ted an ever-circulating magazine for s tudents 

of t h a t language. I t is called Er, COMETA. The pr imary purpose 
of this venture is t o help each member to improve his or her 
knowledge of Spanish, bu t it is also being used as a vehicle for 
single-tax propaganda. At present there are 17 members. The 
general secretary will be glad to hear of any members of the l e a g u e 
who are s tuden t s of Spanish, e lementary or advanced, who 
would like to have fu r the r particulars. 

Another member of the League, who is s ta r t ing a new business, 
writes : " I n a few days I have to hand over to Somerset House 
a sum of near ly £700. for the privilege of set t ing u p a business 
which will find employment for a large n u m b e r of persons, bo th 
directly and indirectly, and will also add to the aggregate wealth 
of the communi ty . Before T can even br ing m y company into 
being, I am fined this heavy sum for my a t t e m p t to do as afore-
said. Well. I suppose tha t ! some day, we shall have the satisfac-
tion of seeing the people waken u p to the absurd i ty and injustice 
of the present method of raising revenue ." 

I n addition to the meetings otherwise announced in this 
j column, Mr. Skirrow will be speaking in York from J u l y 4th to 

8th, under the auspices of the York Branch of the League. 

An article by the General Secretary, which has been sent out by 
the Land Values Press Bureau to a large number of provincial 
newspapers, is to be published by the League as a two-page 
leaflet, under the title of " Holding and with-holding." 

Up to the t ime of going to Press tho following meetings have 
been arranged for J u l y :— 
Tues. 5.—The Clock, Thornton Heath. A. W. Madsen. 
Sun. 10.—Westminster Adult School, Hop Gardens, St. Martin's 

Lane, W.C. Fredk. Verinder, 9 a.m. 
Wed. 20.—Annual Meeting (see above). 
Sun. 24.—Clapham Adult School. Church Parlour, behind Congre-

gational Church, Grafton Square, Clapham. A. W. 
Madsen, 9.15 a.m. 
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COLONIAL A N D F O R E I G N . 

AUSTRALIA. 
TAXATION OF LAND VALUES IN T H E LABOUR 

PROGRAMME. 
Speaking at a great Labour rally a t Brisbane to commemorate 

I lie victory of the Labour Par ty a t the federal polls, Hon. A. 
Fisher, the new Prime Minister, said their position was perfectly 
clear. They were prepared to guarantee £5,000,000 a year to 
the States for all t ime. Wha t the par ty had pledged themselves 
to do they would carry out or give place to somebody else. If 
there were to be an adjus tment of economic conditions not only 
of labour but of industry, it would cause some disturbance 
temporarily, he would admit, but it would afterwards be benefi-
cial. The principle they advocated during the recent campaign 
was the principle of the taxation of unimproved land values, 
which was economically sound and practically right. They 
should proceed to carry out tha t programme without a vindictive 
thought, without a desire to hur t any individual, but with the 
sole aim and desire for the adjustment of the economic con-
ditions of this country, so tha t the people who desired to till 
the soil and to draw wealth from the national resources should 
lie afforded a reasonable opportunity of doing so, and to ojx;n 
up avenues of employment and industry for people who were 
now living in other parts of the world—people of European 
descent—whom they would gladly welcome in any par t of this 
country as soon as these economic conditions made it possible 
for them to come and share their lot with us. 

As regarded defence, they would proceed to carry out their 
programme, which had been announced for the last ten years. 
One point tha t they should stand by and ask the people of 
Australia to endorse was tha t the payment for defence must be 
paid annually ; tha t if tho people desired their country to be 
defended by their own people they must be prepared to pay 
for it. His party would ask the people to contribute the sum 
necessary to provido proper equipment and to ensure effective 
defence, and by doing tha t they should, he hoped, help to 
inculcate in the citizens of Australia t ha t incentive to patriotic 
thought and action which alone made a people great. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
The South Australian Parliament met on June 2nd and Mr. 

J . Verran. leader of the Labour Par ty , submitted a motion 
of want of confidence in the Government, which was carried by 
22 votes to li). The Peake Cabinet therefore resigned and the 
Labour Par ty formed a Ministry. 

Among the appointments in the now Cabinet is that of Mr. 
C. Vaughan, to be Treasurer and Minister of Lands. Mr. 
Vaughan is a strong supporter of the Single Tax. and some years 
ago was President of the South Australian Single Tax League. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Mr. W. H. Rebbeek, who visited these shores during the 

Budget campaign, writes to us from Kalgoorlie, and we give 
these short extracts from his letter :— 

Some nine months ago the Protectionist Par ty under Alfred 
Deakin joined their life-long opponents, the Free Traders, 
under Joe Cook—George Reid (now High Commissioner) 
having discreetly retired from active leadership. The newly-
formed par ty , however, has not had a very long reign. On 
tho 13th of this month the elections for half the Members of 
the Senate and the whole of the House of Representatives 
took place and resulted in an astonishing victory for the 
Labour Par ty . They won the whole 18 seats (three in each 
State) for the Senate, but this result shows the necessity of an 
alteration in favour of proportional representation, as in 
each State the majori ty was only a very small one, the totals 

showing six-elevenths for the Labour Par ty and five-elevenths 
against, yet they get the whole of the representation. In the 
House of Representatives they won 43 out of 75 seats. This 
gives them a good working majority in both houses, and they 
have nothing to do but go ahead and put into force the Labour 
platform. In this State we single taxers have educated the 
Labour Par ty sufficiently to keep as their second plank Taxation 
of Land Values without exemption or rebates, but the Eastern 
States and also the Federal Party are wedded to a Progressive 
Land Values Tax with £5,000 exemption. As this has been 
talked about so much as the salvation of Australia I expect it 
will be one of the first Bills introduced. I don' t think there 
will be any radical alteration in other legislation, as the 
responsibilities of office tone politicians down very con-
siderably. 

THE LAND POLICY OF THE LABOUR MINISTRY. 

From The Times of June 25th. 

T U B L A N D T A X . 

Finance will assuredly take up July, and may stretch into 
August. When it is out of the way, the land tax comes on. 
First the Machinery Bill, closely copying—if not identical with— 
last year's Bill, of which f have already given you a summary. 
The rates of taxation, one imagines, will have been announced 
in connection with the Budget, although it is hardly likely to 
profit fully by the proceeds. And a propos of these rates there is 
good deal to say. 

In his Gympie speech last year Mr. Fisher prognosticated a 
series of rates ranging from Id. to 4d. At the time there was an 
outcry from several of his most influential supporters tha t a 
maximum of 4d. would not prove effective, and a demand was 
made for further progress up to fid. on estates worth £100,000 or 
more. Now effectiveness, not revenue, is Labour's first object 
in levying this tax. Jus t as the Protectionist's first demand of 
his tariff is tha t it shall seriously limit the importation of goods 
from oversea, while he accepts the derived revenue as an impor-
tant , but quite secondary, consequence, so the Labourite's 
demand of his land tax is tha t it shall force into full usefulness 
the bulk of the Commonwealth's fertile lands. The incidental 
revenue will no doubt lie useful, but it is not to be considered in 
comparison with the other object. If a maximum of 2d. would 
prove effective the Labour Ministry would willingly make tha t 
the maximum. As a mat ter of fact, it seems improbable that 
4d. will put much strain on the few rich men in whose hands are 
the areas most needing population. 

On the other hand, a Federal land tax must affect town lands 
as -Hell as country lands. Whatever load you lay on £100,000 
worth of Victoria's western plains, you w ill (under the Gympie 
proposals) also lay on £100.000 worth of city land in Sydney or 
Melbourne. And this city land is being used, probably, as fully 
now as it can be ; at any rate, no amount of taxation will put 
more people on it, if they are to live healthy lives. All tha t will 
happen, as the Press is already pointing out, will be an increase 
of office rents, and a big handicap against the rich owner who 
can afford to put up well-equipped office buildings and in favour 
of the small owner who can only put up ramshackle tenements. 
If the tax is made effective on country lands, it will certainly 
press too heavily on the cities. 

The Labour leaders know this well. Among them, of course, 
there are sure to be one or two who willingly accept tha t 
effect. Let the rich man pay, say they—making the tax a sort 
of punishment. But most of the leaders, as I have said above, 
are not concerned with either the financial or the penal effects 
of the tax. Tt is the unlocking qualities that they prize, and where 
the tax cannot unlock land they have no great use for it. They 
therefore are devising a method of taxation which will do what 
they want and no more. 

I M P R O V E D A N D U N I M P R O V E D L A N D . 

When the taxing Bill comes up for discussion, it may be found 
to impose two taxes instead of one. One will be the tax already 
foreseen, on unimproved values, with a maximum of 4d. The 
other may take the fonn of a tax based on the proportion between 
the unimproved value and the value of improvements. This 
sounds complicated, but in practice works out simply. Suppose, 
for instance, an estate as it stands is worth £100,000, its unim-
proved value being £95.000—there are such estates in Australia. 
The improvements are 5 per cent, of the total value. That estate) 
under the proposal here hinted at would pay,probably, double tax— 
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the equivalent of 8d. in the pound. An estate of the same total 
value, whose unimproved value was only £60,000. would be 
exempt altogether from the second tax. The idea, I believe, is 
to exempt lands on which the improvements are worth a t least 
half the unimproved value. Intermediate conditions would be 
provided for proportionally. 

Given the certainly of a progressive tax—and the elections have 
settled that—there seems a good deal to be said for this proposal. 
It favours the enterprising and hardworking owner, however 
large his estate may be. Take two men, neighbours, each 
owning equal areas of similar land of the (unimproved) value of 
£30,000. One has cut his land up into small farms. One has 
rents on the " shares " system. He has improved it considerably, 
and has a number of farmers and labourers settled on it. He 
has probably made it worth £50,000 in the open market to-day. 
The other, content to take out of his land what profit stock will 
bring him, has put on it not more than £5,000 worth of improve-
ments. Under the proposals just outlined the first will pay 
about £200 per annum ; the second may have to pay £400, out 
of a much smaller income. If he will take the trouble to manage 
his estate as sensibly as his neighbour he will save £200 a year, 
increase his income considerably, and do his country some good 
bv helping to populate it with healthy workers. The pressure 
would be almost irresistible, and yet—except on the assumption 
that a man owes no duty to his country e x c e p t tha t of paying 
taxes—there could be no cry of " confiscation." 

A N E C E S S A R Y R E M E D Y . 

No doubt it seems an interference with British liberty that 
any man should be compelled either to part with his land or to 
use it in a way he does not like. But national liberty is a greater 
thing than individual liberty ; and national liberty is at stake 
here. No one now doubts tha t the progressive land tax was a 
potent factor in the recent Labour victory, or tha t it attracted 
to the conquering side very many voters who had never before 
supported a Labour candidate. In the country districts, of 
course, this was largely due to personal desire for access to the 
land. But in the towns, among business and professional men, 
it was no personal motive that thrust them into the ranks of 
Labour ; it was the fixed conviction that only by opening up the 
land on a large scale can Australia be populated to within the 
margin of safety. As I pointed out more than a year ago, such 
d i sc ree t a n d m o d e r a t e n e w s p a p e r s a s t h e SYDNEY MORNINO 
HERALD have for a long time seen what must come, and have 
repeatedly warned the owners of land tha t the only alternative 
to a progressive land tax was voluntary settlement of small 
farmers on their property either as tenants or by sale. Some 
have heeded the warning, most have not (I have in mind more 
especially the three south-eastern States) ; among the most, 
unfortunately, are Australians settled in England, and English 
men and companies owning Australian land. These people 
have hitherto been able to attr ibute the outcry against " locked-
up " land to a few selfish agitators greedy for cheap farms, aided 
by other agitators clamorous for the despoiling of the rich man. 
They were wrong all the time ; but surely now they must be 
convinced of it. Australia confronts a national peril, and 
requires all who make profit out of her domains to sacrifice, 
wherever necessary, their desires to her defence. 

I M M I G R A T I O N . 

I ts justification, therefore, depends upon the increase of 
population it effects, chiefly by immigration. What is the 
Ministry's at t i tude towards immigration ? Their attention is so 
concent rated at present on the (in t heireves) necessary preliminary, 
the land tax, that only general expressions of opinion can be won 
from them—" There'll be plenty of immigration once the lands 
are opened," and so on. I believe, however, tha t the pre-
dominant feeling among Labour i tes which will guide Ministerial 
actions can be summed up thus :—It is the Commonwealth's 
duty to advertise ; the State's duty to import. Federal authorities 
may make all arrangements, if the States ask them t o ; but the 
money required to provide cheap or free passages and other 
concessions must lie debited to State funds. This is obviously 
a less satisfactory policy than Mr. Deakin's latest, as fore-
shadowed in his arrangements with the Victorian Government. 
I t stresses the question of bookkeeping, which is quite a minor 
consideration ; it minimizes the urgency of the real problem. 
It is, however, a natural consequence of Labour's immense 
confidence in its land tax :—" When once we can tell the world— 
as we will at the earliest opportunity—what rich territories 

Australia can offer, no further inducement will be needed to 
promote immigration ; the work of distribution can then be. left 
to the States." There is a strong hope out here among keen 
immigrationists tha t the members of the new Ministry are men 
of sufficient courage to alter their policy to one of much greater 
activity directly they find their first impressions incorrect. 

CANADA. 
RISING LAND VALUES IN SOUTHERN ALBERTA. 

The annual general meeting of the Southern Alberta Land 
Company was held on June 14th, Major-General Sir R. B. Lane, 
K.C.V.O., C.B., presiding. In moving the adoption of the report 
the chairman sa id : They had thought themselves justified 
in setting off against the "loss on the cattle so taken over the 
undoubted appreciation in the value of the land, and so had 
wiped out the suspense account. The mat ter , added the chair-
man, was merely ono of book entry. 

R A I S I N G L A N D V A L U E S . 

Describing the satisfactory progress made since the last 
meeting, the chairman said tha t the scheme of irrigation and 
survey work had occupied the whole of the attention of Mr. 

I McGregor, their managing director, but the question of 
selling land was becoming increasingly important, and, 
as they were aware land values in Southern Alberta wore 
rapidly and steadily increasing. Evidence of that was 
to be found in the fact tha t a t the first sale of 
town lots in a town site they had laid out at Suffield they had 
secured £220 per acre for about thirty acres, while even better 
evidence was to be found in the prices secured bv the Government 
a t their sales of " school " lands, which, comprising lands in every 
township, made a very excellent sample. Farmers and others 
had paid up to £4 16s. per acre for dry land, which they might 
bear in mind compared with Mr. Anderson's estimate of 1909 
of a value of £5 per acre for irrigated land. They themselves 
had purchased 15,000 to 16,000 acres of such land at much less 
than the average price paid by others. 

The wave of immigration to Southern Alberta had that spring 
greatly exceeded tha t of any corresponding period in previous 
years," and everything pointed to a large population growing up 
around their lands. The future looked full of promise, and he 
trusted tha t before the next meeting much of the land would be 
under irrigation, and large profits in respect of sales would have 
been realised. 

Seconding the adoption of the report, Mr. A. M. Grenfell said 
tha t their most optimistic estimates of land values had been 
surpassed, and bade fair to be eclipsed. Shareholders would 
doubtless approve of the action of the board in having placed, 
since the issue of the report, the balance of the debenture issue. 
As a result of being in funds, they had been able to secure a 
considerable paper profit on the acquisition of 16,000 acres of 
the school lands, while they were in a position to make full and 
final payment for their estate without encroaching on the funds 
raised for irrigation purposes. He spoke also of the profits to be 
anticipated from assets apar t from the land, such as water 
rights, town sites, and natural gas. 

If the people of Alberta would recognise, what these land 
speculators do not try to hide, tha t they look to increase in 
numbers, enterprise and activity of the population to increase 
the value of their land and provide them with dividends, they 
would quickly set about getting a strong measure of the Taxation 
of Land Values. 

PROGRESS IN ONTARIO. 
On May 31st a convention of delegates from the singlo tax 

organisations in Ontario was held at the Guild Hall, Ottawa, 
and resulted in the formation of a central, or, as they say in 
Canada, provincial organisation. The new formation will bo 
known as " The Tax Reform and Direct Legislation league," 
and its objects are, as its constitution declares, " to secure 
such changes in the Assessment Act as will enable municipalities 
to reduce rates of taxation on improvements or to abolish 
them altogether." Mr. Joseph Fels was elected Hon. President, 
a n d Mr. Wi l son N . S o u t h a m , p r o p r i e t o r of t h e EVENING CITIZEN 
(Ottawa), President. There are forty-five Vice-Presidents, 
comprising the Presidents of the 45 local single tax associa-
tions. Mr. A. B. Farmer of Toronto is Secretary, and Mr. 
D. B. Jaques of Toronto, Treasurer. The League will form 
local organisations in every municipality and olectoral district 
in the province. Campaign work will be vigorously carried on 
to arouse popular interest in the reforms proposed, and finally 
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deputations of representative citizens will bring pressure to 
bear on the local member to bring on discussion of proposed 
changes before the house. 

Mr. P. K. Coulter, Secretary of the Toronto Single Tax Associa-
tion, is responsible for a good deal of the present activity He 
stated to the delegates that during the past four months over 
forty local associations had been organised in the principal cities 
and towns of the province. The single tax movement, he said 
was growing rapidly and many of the local Presidents were 
mayors or were occupying other municipal offices. 

Following the Convention a public meeting was held in the 
evening. 

We are pleased to record this spread of Land Values principles 
and hope that it will soon embrace the whole of Canada. 

U N I T E D STATES. 

D I N N E R TO TOM L. J O H N S O N . 
Several h u n d r e d fr iends of Tom L. Johnson , ex -mayor of 

Cleveland, were present at a d inner held, to celebrate his r e tu rn 
t rom a t r ip to Europe, a t the Hote l Asfor , New York , on May 
30th. Freder ick S. Lenbuscher , Pres ident of the Single Tax 
Association, presided and a m o n g the speakers were • R e v H S 
Bigelow, Louis F. Pos t , H e n r y George, J o h n de W i t t Warne r 
Newton L. Baker , and E d m u n d Vance Cooke. On replying 
Mr. J o h n s o n had a r emarkab l e ovat ion. He said :— 

" I d o n ' t believe wo are a t the end of the struggle, o r t h a t we 
have had ou r last fight. If 1 were sure it would shor ten m y life 
I would never regret m y t r ip ab road . The people of London and 
in Scot land looked up to me as one who h a d accomplished some-
thing. The people of the Uni ted S ta t e s look on the English 
f ight as the fight agains t privilege. Privilege has been collared 
a t t a c k e d , a n d there is one way o u t — t h e doct r ine of H e n r y 
George, .to abolish privilege a n d givo the people the i r r ights bv 
means of the single t ax . This is the cause of just ice, which a t 
last mus t win in the wor ld . " 

At the conclusion of Mr. J o h n s o n ' s r e m a r k s the diners cheered 
again . He took wi th h im a bronze tab le t embossed wi th the 
effigies of H e n r y George a n d Will iam Lloyd Garr ison, presented 
t o him. 

D E N M A R K . 
The first annua l r epor t of the work carr ied out in connect ion 

wi th Den Danske Joseph Fels F o n d " has been publ ished 
bu t as the above-named ins t i tu t ion was no t fo rmed unti l 
Sep tember 9 th , 1909, it is a record for seven m o n t h s only 

During t h a t t ime a large a m o u n t of effective educa t iona l work 
has been done. The first work unde r t aken was to teach the 
teachers a n d a course of lectures was a r ranged and delivered 
by leading men in the m o v e m e n t to speakers f rom the H u s m a . n d 
(small fa rmers) to enable t h e m to put the case clearly to the i r 
audiences of Husmaend . The success of this pa r t o f ' t h e work 
m a y be measured by resul ts :—45 speakers delivered 532 lectures 
to audiences reaching up to COO and averag ing abou t 50 One 
speaker gave 79 lectures. The " Fond " assisted this work finan-
d a l l y to the e x t e n t of £175. 27,000 copies of var ious publica-
t ions were d i s t r ibu ted at these meetings. 

A publishing d e p a r t m e n t ha s been set u p and a large a m o u n t 
of l i te ra ture h a s been issued. Since N o v e m b e r £59 has been 
spent on th is b ranch of the movemen t . 

R E T t h e D a n i s h c o n t e m p o r a r y of L A N D V A L U E S , h a s n o w 
a circulat ion of 4,000. and the " Fond " has spent £35 in circulat-
ing this paper a m o n g the small farmers . Selections of l i te ra ture 
on the Taxa t ion of Land Values have been presented to var ious 
h igh schools a n d libraries. 

An " Office of I n f o r m a t i o n , " wi th which is connected a l ibrary 
and a scheme for circulat ing newspaper cut t ings , is at work 
In addi t ion to this record of ac t iv i ty , the " F o n d " ha s con-
t r ibu ted £90 t o the m a n y H e n r y George Societies all over 
D e n m a r k . 

The " F o n d " s t a r t s i ts second year ' s work well equ ipped wi th 
m e n and stores for ano the r campaign . I t is in a thoroughly 
sound financial posit ion, and it is fully p repared to unde r t ake 
the grea t a m o u n t of work t h a t will have to be done this yea r 

Values. The movement is s trongest a m o n g the H u s m a e n d 
or small farmers, bu t there are in Copenhagen and o ther cities 
large numbers of men and women filled wi th all the enthus iasm 
which is found among suppor ters of this cause in every p a r t of 
the world. The visitors f rom London would go fu r the r t h a n this, 
and say t h a t there is something rare a n d special a b o u t the 
Danish Single Taxers and about the whole Danish people. A 
Danish welcome and Danish hospi tal i ty are remarkab ly w a r m . 
A fuller account of the movement in Denmark and of the new-
work to be done with Mr. Fels 's help will be given next m o n t h . 

Messrs. Joseph Fels, C. J . Cawood and J o h n Orr visited Den-
m a r k last m o n t h . They found in the Henry George Society of 
Denmark a band of devoted workers for the Taxa t ion of l a n d 

GERMANY. 

Messrs. Fels a n d Orr visited Berlin and me t Dr. Damaschke 
Dr. Schrameier, who introduced the Taxat ion of Land Values in 
K iau Chou, Mr. Pohlmann, Mr. Marfels, Dr. Polenske and o ther 
members of the Bodenreform. Much educat ional work has been 
done th roughou t Germany in connection with the Taxa t ion of 
Increment Values, and a l though such a par t ia l measure seems 
a weak compromise to a British Single Taxer , our German fr iends 
do not accept i t as final, but are agi ta t ing for a universal valuat ion 
of land and for the exempt ion of buildings f rom taxa t ion 

PANAMA. 

We have received the following let ter f rom a correspondent in 
l a n a m a showing how the political s i tua t ion in Eng land is 
regarded in t h a t p a r t of the world :— 

Enclosed herewi th is one dollar , for which please enter m y 
n a m e for ano the r year ' s subscript ion to LAND VALUES. If 
1 Should fail a t a n y t ime to remit , d o n ' t s top the paper b u t 
remind m e of m y indebtedness. Wai t ing for the paper is 
the only th ing t h a t makes the t ime seem long. I t is ve ry 
newsy, interest ing a n d well go t ten up, a n d I s t a r t r ight f r o m 
the h r s t page of every issue and read everything. Y o u r 
repor ts of speeches in both Houses of Pa r l i amen t on t he 
.Budget gave me lots to say in explaining the m a t t e r to qu i te a 
lew English subjec ts here, a n d it seems t o me, f rom their w a n t 
of knowledge of the Budget , t h a t it m u s t be t h a t I h a v e 
reason to be disappointed in English voters. W h y , some of 
t h e m are so down " on t he Budget t h a t they ha t e it , a n d 
it seems t o me t h a t they purposely learn no th ing of it. W h y 
the average Democra t in the Sta tes , or t he average Republ ican 
could n o t be more prejudiced, and , migh t I say, ignoran t ? 
We have had m a n y a warm deba te on it in the office du r ing 
a slack t ime, bu t i t seems t h a t any th ing t h a t might m a r t he 

gilt and splendour of those who d o n ' t h a v e t o work, h u r t s 
the poor na t ive of Bri ta in , even if he h a d to leave the re 
because there was n o t enough left for h im to make it wor th 
while to s tay . 

I earnest ly hope the Budge t goes th rough and gets a chance 
t o work. Then, let t hem have Tariff Refo rm. The repre-
senta t ives in Pa r l i amen t m a y give them the reform, bu t when 
t h e y t ry and t ake t he taxes off land values and p u t t h e m on 
t he products of labour , thus relieving t he landlord and t a x i n g 
t he t enan t , I t h ink there will be " someth ing doing " a n d it 
will be a good th ing for us all. I have never been in Eu rope 
but such a reform as the Budge t makes the British Isles a ve ry 
big place, t h a t one needs no t t o be there to apprec ia te w h a t i t 
means I never care for a paper now, unless it has some news 
of England, and the newspapers in the S ta tes have had to give 
t he campaign in England much more not ice t h a n thev care t o 
on account of t h e demand for knowledge. W :hv ' i t is t he 
greatest th ing in the world. We have qui te a few tour is t s 
f rom England to see the canal work, and thev are asked m a n y 
quest ions a b o u t t he place. I t should make Single Taxers 
p roud to know t h e y were the cause of such an English a n d 
world-wide rumpus . 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH. 

The Consumption Crusade. 
TI11 Conference of the National Association for the 

Prevention of Consumption was held in Edinburgh last 
month. Mr. Charles Garland, of London, opening the 
discussion at one of the sittings, said that abolition of con-
sumption presupposed the abolition of poverty. He took 
the position that the cure of consumption was now almost 
purely an economic question. We have always held this 
view, and we have always worked for the abolition of 
poverty. The number of people who see that a Conference 
on the Taxation of Land Values is the only effective con-
ference for the prevention of consumption is growing. 
The idea that the land question is not a narrow question is 
beginning to dawn on the minds of many people. They are 
beginning to understand that the men and women who are 
seeking to establish a proper system of using land are by 
that work making it possible to improve all the conditions 
of life for everyone. The practical recognition of justice 
in the matter of land tenure is in itself a weapon put into 
the hands of men to fight against every disease. 

The Rural Slum. 
In consequence of representations made by a jury at a 

recent inquest, the Orsett Rural District Council appointed 
a special committee to consider the conditions under which 
great numbers of pea-pickers were living in that district 

of Essex. In a report on the subject made by Mr. Hurst, 
sanitary inspector, to the committee, 011 July 13th, it was 
stated that many people were living under deplorable con-
ditions. In one case five men were sleeping in a wooden shed 
which was occupied by a pig and a litter of young ones. 
It was decided to urge upon the farmers the necessity of 
providing better accommodation. 

This is a report from the T I M E S of July 14th. It always 
seems hard to balieve that such a story can be told about 
modern conditions. We associated such stories instinctively 
with the time of Ivanhoe, when the swineherd was accus-
tomed to lie with the animals under his care, but after all 
these centuries it is surely a reproach on our enterprise that we 
have still such wretched equipment for the working of our 
land,and it is still more a defect in our artistic and moral senses 
which permits us to tolerate the fact that men are living 
in conditions which are vile enough to distort the minds and 
souls to everything that is ugly. How can those people be 
healthy in any way so long as they are penned up in beastly 
surroundings ? In spite of airships and aeroplanes, and 
other signs of achievement on land, sea, and air, our work is 
yet to be commenced in this moral and social sphere. 
Nothing will really count until we wipe out this cause of 
shame. 

The Sutherland Clearances again. 
According to the D A I L Y M A I L of July 13th, the Duke of 

Sutherland in an interview at Calgary, Alberta, stated that 
he was completing plans for bringing hundreds of farmers 
from the Highlands of Scotland to settle in Alberta. " The 
Duke " says the STANDARD, of July 14th, " has been making 
a tour of Alberta, in which his interests are extensive, and 
has been greatly impressed by the fertility of the land and 
the immense opportunities of agricultural development." 
He declined to give details at present. The Duke of 
Newcastle has a similar scheme on hand. The land he has 
purchased is near Edmonton, a disstrict which is to be served 
by the New Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. The emigration 
machinery of the landowners is working pretty well at both 
ends. The farmers have been subjected to constant 
pressure at home, and now the landowners are seeking to 
allure them to the new lands which they have cornered 
in the Colonies. Every kind of advertisement is being 
used to people the wide territories in Canada and 
Australia, such as those held by the Hudson's Bay 
Company. The whole business smells too much of 
trapping, skinning, and the selling of hides and furs in 
the dearest market. 

The Duke and Emigration. 
No one could deny that this country was over-

populated and overcrowded. Anyone moving in 
| agricultural districts was at once struck by the fact 

that there was not enough work to go round. This was 
the secret of the drift into towns The difficulty 
that had to be faced was the emigration of the fittest. 
These remarks were made by the Duke of Marlborough 

at a meeting of the executive of the Central Emigration 
Board on July Oth. We can deny, and we are quite pre-
pared to do it, that this country is overpopulated or over-
crowded. This country to a very large extent is a desolate 

A 
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and scantily populated country. We have moved a great 
deal in agricultural, districts, and have been struck by the 
fact that there was plenty of work but that it was not 
allowed to go round. The land offers an incalculable 
amount of work, but the land is all in the hands of the 
landowners, who withhold it from idle labour. 

The Duke and His Tenants. 

Woburn Abbey, June 25th. 
Dear Mr. Spear,—The good feeling which 719 

tenants on the Tavistock estates express towards me 
has given me great pleasure. I have decided to sell the 
property in deference to the social and legislative, 
tendencies of the day, but 1 have made the decision with 
real regret at the severance of old and kindly associations 
and at the inconvenience which the sale may inflict on 
existing tenants. I hope, however, many of the tenants 
may purchase their holdings, and that those who are 
unwilling to do so may not suffer from the change of 
ownership.—Truly yours, B E D F O R D . 

This letter from the Duke of Bedford is in reply to a 
petition signed by 7L9 tenants on his Tavistock estate in 
Devonshire. The petition requested him to reconsider 
his decision to sell the estate. The Duke's reference to the 
social and legislative tendencies of the day as the motive 
which induced him to sell is interesting. The, movement 
for tho Taxation of Land Values is certainly having the 
effect of breaking up large estates. 

This is not enough. The feeling of the Tavistock farmers 
is justified. They know that they are comparatively 
well off under moderate rents, and they can have no assurance 
that they will be as well off as purchasers and owners of their 
farms. These farmers at least do not want ownership ; 
they only wish the use of land on fair terms, and this is what 
the Taxation of Land Values must give them. 

" We Socialists." 
Perhaps I may say in passing that ii we as Socialists 

had complete control of the. matter of formulating the 
legislation submitted to this House, that we should 
endeavour to secure revenue not by increment upon 
land or taxing land values or monopoly value of licensed 
premises, but in a much more effective way, and in a 
way that would not inflict as much hardship upon the 
individual as is attempted by means of taxation. I 
would give the present landowners every penny of the 
present value of their land. The State would then 
resume the ownership, and you would have settled for 
all time the question of future increment. It would 
all accrue to the community, not 20 per cent, of it, but 
100 per cent, of it. 

The above statement is from a speech by Mr. Philip 
Snowden in the House of Commons on the Budget Resolu-
tions on 4th July. It is quite the high-water mark of 
Mr. Snowden's knowledge of the question, and of the 
way he has treated it since his advent in the political arena. 
Criticism is unnecessary ; for there are men and women 
by the thousand in the Socialist movement who will as 
heartily repudiate such nonsense as we do. The merest 
tyro in the democratic movement would blush to be found 
exhibiting such ignorance in the face of so much common 
enlightenment on the land question and the Radical method 
of solving it. Mr. Snowden has surely by this time qualified 
for membership in Mr. Pretyman's Land Union. 

Who Pays? 
Anything I might say on the topic of your resolution at 

the present moment would be apt to be misconstrued. 
I shall have to introduce another Budget in a few 

weeks, and a friendly letter mjght be interpreted to 
mean that I intend taking duties off one or other of the 
commodities mentioned. You know my sympathies, 
but I have also to take into account financial exigen-
cies, and you cannot have huge navies as well as social 
reform without contributions from all classes. 
This is Mr. Lloyd George's reply to a request by the 

Caterers' Association for the repeal of taxes on sugar and 
tea. 

We have heard before from Liberal statesmen this 
" more in sorrow than in anger " claim that " all classes " 
should make contributions to the upkeep of " huge navies," 
and the shop window goods labelled " Social Reform." 
But we must point out once more that all classes do now 
contribute to a fund, ever growing with their growth, and 
consequent greater contributions to it, namely, the value of 
the land. All classes contribute to this fund from the cradle 
to the grave, but the landlord class annex the contributions. 
The people may cry in their ignorance for huge navies— 
at times they may cry for the prosecution of bloody and 
costly wars—and the philanthropists may demand in the 
name of the suffering poor costly schemes for patching up 
the naked truth on the social problem ; but in the new light 
that is now being shed on the land question it is clear that 
the people pay in land values far more than they receive from 
Parliament. This payment of land value is made to the 
wrong person. It should be made to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, instead of to the so-called owner of the land. 
No matter what the people demand, whether it is huge 
navies or huge drinks, they have a right to be put in pos-
session of their own public earnings. Piracy is not justified 
because the victims do not possess all the virtues. 

Prosperity—For Whom ? 
The P A L L M A L L G A Z E T T E of July 6th published the follow-

ing story from a Berlin correspondent:— 
If the price of land may be taken to be any sign of 

the well-being or otherwise of a country, then the great 
rise in the price of landed estates in Prussia during 
recent years may be taken to signify that prosperity 
is abroad in the land. A remarkable case is just reported 
from Luckau, a small town in the Brandenburg Province. 
Twelve years ago the Odin property in the neighbourhood 
was sold for £13,500. Eighteen months ago the property 
was sold for £25,(XX), and recently it changed hands 
again for the third time, and at the price of £37,500. 
This rise of nearly a threefold increase in twelve years 
is a striking sign of Germany's rural prosperity, which is 
quite in keeping with its great commercial and industrial 
development ever since Prince Bismarck adopted 
Protection in 1880. 

The note is entitled " Prosperity under Tariffs in Prussia," 
but it hardly needs to be pointed out how narrow is the 
P A L L M A L L ' S conception of prosperity, when it merely con-
cerns itself with recording the additional gains of the land-
owners. It may be, it is almost certain, that the working 
people in the district of Luckau are as poor as their ancestors 
were twelve years ago, while the landowners have received 
threefold increase. 

" Noxious Literature." 
Speaking at the Public Morals Conference in London on 

July 15t.h. Mr. John Murray, the famous publisher, said 
he believed there were books published at the present day 
on religion, on social questions, on politics, possibly, but 
certainly on philosophy, which did more- harm even than 
the immoral books, because they could be more openlv 
talked about and people could read them without shame. 
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He believed the books of Henry George had done and were 
doing a great deal of harm. He would class them as noxious 
literature. Noxious to what ? Henry George's books are 
doing a great deal of hai m to landlordism. But what does land-
lordism bring ? If bad trade, unemployment, and poverty 
are the'fruits of sound philosophy and politics, we reckon 
that there is something gravely wrong with the world. 
Mr." Murray is speaking solely from the standpoint of the 
prosperous man of the world, but there are others, and mil-
lions of them. 

Ownership of Air and Water. 
A conference has been held in Paris to consider how the 

ownership of land can be reconciled with the use of the air 
for purposes of travel. It is really a conference of monopo-
lists who are seeking to control aerial navigation in their 
own interests. We hope that as freedom is extended by 
inventions the absurdity and expense of seeking to 
restrain this extension will add one more forcible argument 
in favour of abandoning the futile policy of tariffs and 
restrictions. 

A Bill for the protection of water supplies is being con-
sidered by a Joint Committee of the Houses of Lords and 
Commons. On July 7th Mr. Balfour Browne, K.C., gave 
evidence before the Committee. He described the measure 
as a Landlords' Endowment Bill. Mr. Browne is not a 
wild Radical but a respectable Conservative and Tariff 
Reformer. His suggestion that the Government ought to 
consider the water resources of the country as a whole 
is a good one, but we cannot see how they will do this except 
by considering the land resources of the country as a whole. 
The truth is that there is something elusive and unsub-
stantial in the efforts to deal with the questions of air and 
water apart from the land question. The benefits that come 
from the use of water and the use of air all express themselves 
in the value of the land, and we shall secure justice in these 
matters, if we recognise and observe the proper and just 
way of using land. 

The Land. 
Sir Horace Plunkett has published a book called THE 

R U R A L L I F E P R O B L E M OF THE U N I T E D STATES . The book-
has received an extraordinary amount of attention from 
the reviewers, and judging by the reviews it is calculated 
to do some good in this country. Mr. Christopher Tumor 
deals with it in the M O R N I N G P O S T . He begins his review 
by saying that " long ago a Chinese philosopher uttered 
the profound thought: ' The well-being of a people is like 
a tree ; agriculture is its root, manufacture and commerce 
are its branches and its life ; if the root is injured the leaves 
fall, the branches break away, and the tree dies.' " The 
Chinese philsospher's thought might have been a little more 
profound, and included every kind of production from land 
as the root of the well-being of a people, but in any case it 
appears that rural depopulation prevails in America, 
and that the agricultural industry is in a bad way. 

The lesson for the politician, says Mr. Tumor, 
is that Tariff Reform alone is not the panacea for 
distressed agriculture and neglected land; if all the 
developments for which Sir Horace so eloquently pleads 
are necessary to safeguard and foster American agricul-
ture, does it not clearly show that Tariff Reform of 
itself would be of little avail { America needs these 
developments and reforms and yet agriculture there 
enjoys the most complete protection, the protection of 
being beyond the reach of competition. 
No paper advocates Tariff Reform more consistently 

than the M O R N I N G P O S T , but here we have a confession 
that, this policy has done absolutely nothing for agriculture 
in the United States. This is only one more proof that 
fiscal systems in themselves do not touch the root of the 

problem in the case of agriculture or any other industry. 
The problem is deeper than one of trade. It is the problem 
of land tenure and production. Towards the solution 
of this problem the valuation of land is the first step. 
We hope that, the British farmers will hear more about this 
in a short time. 

The Failure of the Unemployed Workmen Act. 
The members of the Central (Unemployed) Body for 

London met on July 15th at the Guildhall. Mr. F. Brinsley 
Harper moved that a Committee consisting of the chairmen 
of the several Committees should consider and report as to 
the desirability of tho Unemployed Workmen Act, 1905, 
being continued after December 31st next,and,if so,whether 
any further powers should be asked to be conferred upon 
the Body. Mr. Brinsley Harper said he did not think that 
the Act brought into existence for the purpose of finding 
out some method of dealing with the question of unemploy-
ment in London had been satisfactory. It appeared to 
him that the Central Body had failed because it did not 
possess sufficient powers. Either the Body should be 
abolished or it should be put into possession of greater 
powers ; if not it was simply a farce that the members 
should meet fortnight after fortnight with so little benefit 
to those who deserved it, and being at the same time unable 
to find any solution of the unemployed problem. 

The motion was seconded and adopted. 
We agree with Mr. Brinsley Harper that the Act has not 

been satisfactory as a means of finding out some method of 
dealing with the unemployed problem in London. He 
asks for greater powers. If, however, with the power 
granted by the Act and tho expenditure of £18,666 a year 
the whole business is a hopeless failure, why give more 
power (which simply means spending power) to be wasted ? 
The Act is a hopeless failure because, instead of striking at 
root causes, it seeks to counteract as far as possible effects 
as they are formed. This method of dealing with the 
problem could very well be compared to coping with a 
leaky water butt by catching as much of the water that 
leaks out as possible, and pouring it back into the butt. 
The only way to cope with the unemployment problem 
is to find out the cause and eradicate it. The cause is land 
monopoly. Men are denied opportunities of employing 
their labour because other men are able to withhold land 
from use and restrict production. The only remedy is to 
destroy land monopoly by the Taxation of Land Values. 

" Natural Causes." 
A man named William Freestone, of Stewart's Road, 

Battersea, in giving evidence at an inquest at Battersea 
yesterday on the body of his child, aged seven months, 
said that he had been out of employment for five months, 
and, although he had gone to look for work at 4.30 in the 
morning, he had been unable to obtain any. He was an 
ex-naval stoker, 26 years of age, and had an excellent 
character. He had been invalided from the Navy. He 
had put his name down on all the railway books, and at 
Labour Exchanges, but could not get work. He did not 
mind what he did so long as he could get something for his 
wife and child. The Coroner's officer said that when he 
visited the house there was no food and no money in the 
place. The furniture consisted of a bed, a chair, a table 
and box. There was no history of drink in the case, and 
the room was kept very clean. The Coroner said that he 
would give the family something out of the poor-box, and 
he hoped that if this case were made public the young 
father would get employment. A verdict of " Death from 
natural causes " was returned. 
This report is from the T I M E S of July 12th. A hard and 

painful case in itself, it is an index of many more. 
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" O U R POLICY." 
" W e w o u l d s i m p l y t a k e for t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs t o 

t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s to l a n d by t h e g r o w t h 
of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l eave sac red t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l a l l t h a t 
be longs to t h e i n d i v i d u a l . " — H e n r y George. 

AN IDLE TIME IN POLITICS. 

Men and movements in politics seem half asleep. Nothing 
s irs in legislation. Preparation for the future goes on in 
obscure places. The principles of last year's Budget have 
fallen out of political discussion, although its administration 
grows in the hands of the officials. By the withdrawal of 
this living and attractive issue from open debate everything 
has been relaxed. Old policies are revived, old attitudes 
are resumed. Men and things will never be quite the same 
after last year, but they will tTy to be. Ministers make 
casual and easy speeches which indicate the direction of 
their thoughts. Mr. Haldane spoke the other day at a 
Free Trade meeting. He admitted that Tariff Reform was 
popular. He discussed the reasons for this—the hope of 
gain by interested parties, the desire for a united Empire. 
He offered no alternative to satisfy the former craving; for 
the latter he suggested that " there was the great question 
of Imperial defence, which gave a common purpose and a 
common ground on which the Empire could weld itself 
together. There was also the matter of the extension of their 
educational system by the co-ordination of the Universities 
of the Empire. It was by these things that the unifying 
proce :s could most surely go on, and while it was going on 
they could leave trade to take care of itself." 

This conservative attitude with regard to trade, casually 
expressed here, is now inveterate and almost tinbroken 
in the Liberal Party. The importance attached to Imperial 
defence and education indicates the effort and tendency 
to deal with superficial things. However we interpret 
Mr. Haldane's speech, it is still clear that there are few 
Liberals who regard the problem of trade as one which 
demands serious and radical treatment of a new kind. 
Taking things as they are. in Great Britain and her Colonies, 
" leaving trade to take care of itself " means leaving trade 
at the mercy and disposal of landowners, who have been 
given every cue and motive to subvert it. It is true that 
protective countries lessen the volume of their trade by the 
restrictive impositions o the process of exchange, but it 
is also true that " Free Trade " Britain diminishes the 
volume of her trade by the blighting restrictions which she ! 
allows to fall on production, from which all trade springs. 
No country suffers more in this respect. Production is in 
the hands of the landowners. The Dukes of Sutherland 
and Newcastle are in Canada, extending and perfecting there 
the system of landlordism which they have worked so 
fully in Britain. There is no security or prosperity for 
trade with this fatal activity. 

Trade is inseparable from men and women engaged in 
work. A fisher gets a footing on a hard rock in the Hebrides, 
or in Sutherlandshire. He wins fifty barrels of fish to 
send to the Baltic ports. Something comes back in payment. 
A farmer gets land enough to raise some beef, mutton, wool 
and hides. He sends these to the cities, and gets something 
in return. That is trade. But the Duke of Sutherland, 
under the Government's sanction, comes along and plucks up 
this whole fruitful growth by the roots. The producers are 
evicted or squeezed out by rent. The land falls back to a 
wild state. In this matter no country's trade has been 
scourged and destroyed like that of Britain. In no country 
is landlordism more alert, more firm and vicious in its grip. 
Having been perfected at home, it is transmitted strong and 
full-grown to the Colonies. Even where land is so abundant, 
and where industry should be so free it is overtaken and held 
up by landlordism There is no rest for the sole of the pro-
ducer's or trader's feet. He is driven from the land of the 
Dukes in Scotland, England and Ireland, and is set down by 
the Canadian trains on the land of the same Dukes in Canada. 

This is the only question which will bind the Empire 
together in substantial unity. How are the different parts 
to defend them elves against this land system, this common 
malignant enemy which is incessant in its attacks on the 
interests of the Empire, on the lives of nations and individ-
uals ? No question appeals to the hard pressed producers 
and traders at home more than this, none appeals more to the 
fugitive settlers in the Colonies. What a misplaced and 
irrelevant zeal is that which assumes the existence of ene nies 
where there may be none, and ignores their presence where 
they are ! If we are infatuated enough not to regard the 
things which concern us most, and to work ourselves up to 
a quarrel disastrous to everyone, we shall have a war. It 
is all doubtful and all foolish, but we are asked to talk about 
Imperial defence and unite ourselves to bring about this 
savage, unsatisfying result. 

Nor is the extension of education calculated to bring 
salvation o unity. We have well-educated men at home 
and in the Colonies, and here thefe has been a huge Imperial 
waste. Thousands of men have been turned out of our 
schools and colleges into the jaws of a merciless land 
system which denies them the right and scope to apply their 
knowledge and skill. If they stay at home, they deteriorate 
in unemployment; if they go abroad, they live under rude 
and isolated conditions in which their educational equip-
ment is largely useless. 

Mr. Lloyd George has also been indulging in this casual 
and easy way of speech. It was a little thing, but it shows 
how far we are at the mercy of loose and floating theories 
about the cause of certain social evils. Speaking at a dinner 
to a philanthropic friend, who had provided his native village 
with an institute furnished with things to att act and interest 
the young, Mr. Llovd George said that " if the man who 
started in a village and afterwards attained riches, did for 
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his village what the guest of that evening had done, there 
would be no need to talk so much about policies for taking 
the people back to the land." The misconception here 
is serious. We have all kinds of philanthropy at work 
in this country, but. although it nay seem strange 
to benevolent people, men are going out from the 
midst of these attractions to outlandish backwoods, two 
or three days' journey from any institute or library. They 
have gone from this country to the number of three hundred 
thousand in the first six months of this year. Thousands of 
them have gone knowing that they will have to face hard-
ship, to spend lonely days and more lonely nights, separate 
from friends whom they love passionately. They are going 
for land, for the freedom which land alone gives. This 
fundamental and essential form of freedom is becoming 
more and more rare in Britain. 

Give us this indispensable freedom. Wc shall win every 
thing else that is necessary. We shall defend our Empire by 
making ourselves the indispensable friends of our neighbours ; 
we shall educate ourselves in far better ways than we dream 
of at present, co-operating not only with our Colonies but 
with more varied nationalities ; we shall build ourselves 
institutes and take pleasure in them. Our politicians arc 
too apt to set about building from the roof downwards. 
It cannot be done. It is a ludicrous and foolish bus'ness. 
About the manner of building up a sound and enduring 
state there was never more absurd or superficial proposals 
imde than these we have discussed. The valuation of land 
is the first step towards raising a new social and national 
structure. Let our statesmen attend to this policy, let 
them consider what it means with reference to trade and 
production, with reference to the lives of the p 'ople, for 
whom once more it will open the way to the use of land, 
l'or those who are not statesmen or politicians, it is possible 
to assist in discouraging such misleading talk. No work is 
more called for by considerations of business of national 
prosperity, or of compassion for human suffering. While our 
valuation is proceeding, whil; our Ministers are making loose 
speeches, business is being disorgmised, human hearts are 
being torn bv the cruel and inexorable operation of land-
lordism. Every conceivable motive urges u to press imme-
diately towards this one object of breaking the ;iower of 
land monopoly utterly. To raise as pror.-.'nently as possible 
the subject of valuation, to press insistently f ir its accom-
plishment, for the early rating and taxation of la'.' values, 
to possess once again the minds of the people with this 
great message of hope and salvation—this is work in 
which everyone can help. 

J. 0 . 

DENMARK. 

T H E P E O P L E A N D T H E M O V E M E N T . 

T o a p p r o a c h i n g vis i tors a c o u n t r y begins t o show itself on 
the*roads t h a t lead to it. I t s i n h a b i t a n t s c o m e a n d go on these 
roads , a n d f r o m t h e m s t r ange r s ga in t he first l iving impress ions 
of t h e c o u n t r y itself. N o i m p r o v e m e n t in t h e m e a n s of t r ave l 
is l ikely to r e m o v e t h i s p l ea san t f ea tu re . On the morn ing of 
J u n e 10th, J o s e p h Fels , 0 . J . Cawood, a n d J o h n O r r jo ined t he 
t r a i n fo r C o p e n h a g e n a t H a m b u r g . T h e y f o u n d sea t s in a com-
p a r t m e n t t he o t h e r o c c u p a n t s of which were a F i n n i s h gen t l eman , a 
D a n i s h g e n t l e m a n , a n d t w o D a n i s h ladies. T h e y spoke a b o u t 
t h ings in the belief t h a t t he o t h e r passengers d i d n o t u n d e r s t a n d 
English. T h e y were soon undece ived . T h e ladies h a d s p e n t 
m a n y yea r s in Amer ica , the gen t l emen h a d o f t e n been in E n g l a n d . 
T h e D a n e s discussed poli t ics f r e e l y — t h e i r o w n a n d those of t he 
world ; t he F i n n became si lent a s soon a s t he conversa t ion 
t o u c h e d tho poli t ics of F in land . The re was the differenoo 
be tween the people w h o h a d ga ined f r eedom a n d the people 
who h a d lost f r e e d o m . Tho D a n e s h a d h e a r d of H e n r y George, 
h a d r e a d some of his works . Before the t r a in h a d lef t G e r m a n 
t e r r i t o r y a n d boa rded the f e r r y - b o a t which carr ies i t across the; 
s o u n d or be l t wh ich sepa ra t e s G e r m a n y f r o m D e n m a r k , t h e 
v is i tors f rom E n g l a n d h a d l ea rned m u c h a b o u t t he m o d e r n 
h i s t o r y a n d c h a r a c t e r of t h e D a n i s h people . 

T h e sea j o u r n e y f r o m W a r n e m i i n d o t o Gjedse r t a k e s t w o hour s . 
D e n m a r k is largely a land of low-lying is lands. Outs ide of 
J u t l a n d i ts beau t i e s a re t he beau t i e s of woods a n d gent ly roll ing 
c o u n t r y f r e q u e n t l y b r o k e n u p by wa te r . A t Copenhagen t h e r e 
were five m e m b e r s of t he H e n r y Georgo League t o mee t the i r 
gues t s—Miss W e n n e r b e r g , Mr. J a k o b Lange , Mr. S. Ber thc lsen , 
Dr. Vi l lads Chr i s t ensen a n d Mr. Fo lke -Rasmussen . The f i rs t 
t h ree h a d come long dis tances . T h e welcome was cordial , a n d 
f r o m the f i rs t t he re was n o t a m o m e n t ' s s t i f fness . Bo th pa r t i e s 
h a d t o o m u c h to say a n d bea r t o al low a n y f r ig id i ty to i n t e r r u p t 
t he e x c h a n g e of views a n d feelings. All fell a t oneo to a discus-
s ion of t he p r o g r a m m e for t he visi t , a n d of t he posi t ion of tho 
Single T a x m o v e m e n t in D e n m a r k . Those of tho Danish f r i ends 
who could wa i t s t a y e d a t tho ho te l to a la te h o u r . 

Be fo re descr ib ing t h e general cond i t ions in D e n m a r k or t he 
inc iden t s of t h e visi t , some a c c o u n t m a y b:; g iven of t he origin 
a n d progress of t he m o v e m e n t for tho T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues 
in D e n m a r k . F o r b o t h t a s k s ou r knowledge is i n a d e q u a t e , a n d 
if we e r r on a n y po in t we shal l a sk ou r f r i ends t o p a r d o n us, a n d 
those of t h e m who a re b e t t e r i n f o r m e d t o cor rec t us. 

J a k o b E. Langc , now lec ture r on B o t a n y a t t he Agr icu l tura l 
School , D a l u m , was s t u d y i n g b o t a n y a n d g a r d e n i n g a t K e w , 
E n g l a n d , in 1884. H e road a n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t of H e n r y George ' s 
speech in St. J a m e s ' Hal l , on J a n u a r y !)th of t h a t year . He 
was so m u c h i n t e r e s t e d in the spccch t h a t he fol lowed Georgo to 
Sco t l and , whe re t h e l a t t e r h a d gone in t he course of his c a m p a i g n , 
a n d ove r took h im in Galashiels . H e hea rd George s|>eak there a n d 
a t Newcas t le , a n d h a d some conver sa t ion w i t h h im. R e t u r n i n g 
t o D e n m a r k sho r t ly a f t e r th is , he t r a n s l a t e d " Progress a n d 
P o v e r t y " in to Dan i sh , a n d h a d i t publ i shed . T h e c i rcu la t ion 
of t h e book h a s been wide. " T h e Condi t ion of L a b o u r " h a s a lso 
been t r ans l a t ed . W i t h all t h e e n t h u s i a s m which is so c o m m o n a 
m a r k of Single T a x e r s in d i f f e ren t countr ies , Mr. Lange lecture*/ 
a n d w r o t e on t h e sub j ec t . D a l u m is a few mi les f r o m Odense , H a n s 
Ander sen ' s n a t i v e t own , nea r t he cen t r e of D e n m a r k , a n d in t h e 
m i d s t of an a l m o s t pu re ly ag r i cu l tu ra l d is t r ic t . Mr. Lange 'a 
work , there fore , w a s v e r y largely carr ied on a m o n g the s t u d e n t s 
of t h e h igh schools a n d t he r u r a l popu la t i on in general . F i g h t i n g 
s ing le -handed fo r a long t ime , t he resu l t s of t h e w o r k were o f t e n 
d iscouraging, b u t t h e progress now ach ieved is a r eward fo r 
those ea r ly s t ruggles . 

A m o n g those w h o accep t ed t h e views t h u s t a u g h t was Mr. S. 
Be r the l sen , sol ici tor . H o n g , a l i t t le place on the wes t side of 
Zee land , t he large island on which Copenhagen is s i t ua t ed . T h i s 
aga in is t he cen t r e of a f a r m i n g d is t r ic t . Mr. Ber the l sen e n t e r e d 
i n t o t he c a m p a i g n wi th the r e m a r k a b l e ene rgy which he still dis-
p lays . I n connec t ion w i t h the m o v e m e n t , he s t a r t e d the magaz ine 
RET (JUSTICE), of which there are 4,000 copies publ ished e a c h 
m o n t h . T h e magaz ine c i rcu la tes chiefly a m o n g the H u s m a e n d , 
or smal l f a rmers . I ndeed , t he m o v e m e n t in D e n m a r k ha s t a k e n 
a d i rec t ion oppos i t e t o t h a t wh ich i t ha s fol lowed in Br i t a in , 
where t he t o w n s h a v e been m o s t f avourab le . T h e T a x a t i o n of 
L a n d Values is a d v o c a t e d very widely a m o n g the small f a r m e r s 

i as a s u b s t i t u t e for t h e i r p r e sen t s y s t e m s of owner sh ip and t a x a -
i t ion . I t is received wi th e x t r a o r d i n a r y intel l igence and f a v o u r . 

Th i s work is ve ry largely due to Mr. Ber the lsen . 
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On S u n d a y , J u n e 12th, t he re wan a mee t ing of H u s m a e n d a t 
((dense. T h e mee t ing was held a t one of t h e n u m e r o u s agri-
cu l tu ra l schools, a b o u t t w o miles f r o m t h e town . D i a g r a m s 
publ i shed by t h e H e n r y George I / ' a g u e were h u n g u p in the 
school. T h e meet ing-place was a l i t t le wood ad jo in ing t h e 
bui ldings , in which an open c i rcular space is lef t . The re was a plat -
f o r m for the speakers a t o n e side, a n d a few chai rs or rude f o r m s 
a m o n g the treos. The m a i n p a r t of the audience , be tween 400 
a n d 500, s tood in t h e open space. T h e pr inc ipal of t h e school 
presided, a n d speeches were de l ivered by Mr. Ber thelsen, Mr. 
Fels, a n d a large n u m b e r of leading speakers a m o n g t h e smal l 
f a rmers . The mee t ing l a s t ed for t h ree a n d a half hours . T h e 
speeches were fol lowed wi th in te res t a n d f r e q u e n t l y a p p l a u d e d . 
T o w a r d s the close, a y o u n g Socia l -Democra t m o u n t e d t h e p la t -
fo rm, a n d in a s h o r t speech p ro tes t ed aga ins t cr i t icism of his 
doc t r ines by some of t h e speakers . H e was hea rd w i th cour tesy , 
a l t h o u g h the audience was plainly ou t of s y m p a t h y wi th his 
viows. 

T h e m o v e m e n t in tho t o w n s showed itself a t a mee t ing in 
Copenhagen on J u n e 14th. This mee t ing was has t i ly convened . 
I t r e m i n d e d one of the Engl i sh League mee t ing in Essex Hal l , 
or of a Scot t i sh League mee t ing in Glasgow. Mr. Fo lke-
Rasmussen , pres ident of the H e n r y George League , was in the 
chair . T h e th ree vis i tors f r o m England gave a n a c c o u n t of the 
work in Amer ica a n d Bri ta in, the i r speeches being i n t e r p r e t e d b y 
Mr. Ande r s Vedel, of Roski lde H i g h School, a l t hough a 
large n u m b e r of t h e audience fol lowed t h e speeches in Engl ish. 
At a d inne r on the fol lowing even ing t h e r e were in te res t ing 
speeches f r o m Dr. Munck , Minister of the I n t e r i o r in the Radical 
G o v e r n m e n t which has since resigned, f r o m Mrs. Bjorner , a n d 
Miss Regine Petersen , a l ady doctor . 

On t h e personal side t h e Dan i sh Single T a x m o v e m e n t is 
pecul iar ly s t rong a n d a t t r a c t i v e . In Copenhagen there is a b a n d 
of l eaders who devo te themse lves en thus ias t i ca l ly to the work. 
A m o n g these are Mr. a n d Mrs. Fo lke -Rasmussen , Dr. Villads 
Chr is tensen, Chief of the Record Office, Mr. a n d Mrs. B jorner , 
Mr. T. Larson, Dr . Sever in Chr is tensen. Dr . C. N . S ta rcke , Mr. 
a n d Mrs. E lbaek , Miss Pedersen , Mrs. a n d Miss H a a r , Miss Regine 
Pe te r sen . O t h e r s are f o u n d in d i f f e ren t p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y , 
Mr. Berthelsen a n d Mr. H. P . P. H a n s e n in the Slagelse d is t r ic t , 
Mr. Lange a n d Miss Lohse at Odense, Mr. Vedel a t Roski ldc , 
while a m o n g the H u s m a e n d there are n u m e r o u s speakers , such 
as Mr. P . Larson a n d Mr. Ellekaor, w h o addressed several h u n d r e d 
mee t ings d u r i n g t h e p a s t yea r . 

A l t h o u g h unab le , t h r o u g h p e r m a n e n t illness, t o t a k e a n ac t ive 
jiersonal p a r t in t h e m o v e m e n t , one of i t s s t ronges t s u p p o r t e r s 
is Miss l i run . Besides c o n t r i b u t i n g periodical ly to t h e work , 
Miss l i m n las t y e a r e n d o w e d the m o v e m e n t by a g i f t of 15,000 
k rone r (or £H40), t h e in te res t o n which is t o be used for i t s 
ex tens ion . In the l e t t e r a c c o m p a n y i n g th i s d o n a t i o n , she 
revea led h e r views a n d spir i t . " S ince ," she said, " the larger 
p a r t of my f o r t u n e is de r ived f r o m ' u n e a r n e d i nc r emen t , ' t h e 
increased l and value d u e t o the open ing of a r a i lway s t a t ion 
which t h e S ta t e h a s p laced on the land which I inher i ted , a n d 
since t h e S t a t e seems unab le t o t a k e care of i tself , t o keep or 
t ake w h a t is i ts own . it seems j u s t t h a t 1 shou ld place in cha rge 
of those who would he lp a long b e t t e r cond i t ions t h e money 
which I hold in t r u s t , a n d which I c a n n o t r igh t ly cons ider mine, 
a l t h o u g h no one can claim a r i g h t t o it when the S t a t e will n o t . " 
Liv ing s imply a n d qu ie t ly on tho is land of F u e n , nea r the shores 
of one of t h e bel ts which so o f t e n c u t u p t h e l and of D e n m a r k , 
Miss B r u n , w i th her f r i end Miss I d a W e n n e r b e r g , follows with 
keen in t e re s t the progress of the m o v e m e n t in D e n m a r k and 
o t h e r p a r t s of t h e world. 

I n t h e h a n d s of people inspired bv such ideas a n d principles, 
t h e f u t u r e of the D a n i s h m o v e m e n t is ve ry promis ing . H i t h e r t o 
progress h a s been m a d e in t h e c o u n t r y r a t h e r t h a n in t h e towns. 
The t o w n p rob lems h a v e been largely lef t t o t h e Socialists. Tha t 
will sho r t l y bo changed . I n a d d i t i o n t o his subsc r ip t ion of 
£220, which is doub led in D e n m a r k . Mr. Fels has offered £500 
a n n u a l l y t o develop a new c a m p a i g n in the t owns , a n d to c i rculate 
l i t e ra tu re more widely t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . Mr. and Mrs. i 
B jo rne r h a v e been a p p o i n t e d jo in t secre tar ies of t h e organisa t ion 
t o c a r r y o u t th i s work , a n d before m a n v m o n t h s pass we shall 

'HI' of subs t an t i a l progress. The H e n r y George League h a s 
publ ished a large n u m b e r of books a n d p a m p h l e t s . In Par l iament 
n o t m u c h h a s been done . T h e late Rad ica l Gove rnmen t provided 
fo r a n expe r imen ta l va lua t ion of land to be m a d e in a few d is t r i c t s 
of the c o u n t r y . The Dan i sh Single T a x e r s h a v o no t y e t acqu i red 
the c o n f i d e n t faci l i ty of t h e Bri t ish in d r a f t i n g bills a n d reso lu t ions 
for the benefi t of the G o v e r n m e n t , a n d in te l l ing them w h a t the i r 
business a n d du t i e s are. W e regard this a s one of the sup reme I 
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vir tues of the Bri t ish ag i t a to r . W h e n he h a s a good cause, he 
f r a n k l y y e t cour teous ly t r e a t s even t h e highest Minis ters in 
accordance w i th the l i teral mean ing of the i r t i t le, as s e r v a n t s 
of th is cause. The Danes have all the m o r a l e n t h u s i a s m a n d 
courage f r o m which this v i r tue springs. 

T H E S T A T E O F D E N M A R K . 

The popu l a t i on of D e n m a r k is a b o u t 2,500,000. The a r ea of 
the c o u n t r y is 9,393,945 acres, or a l i t t le less t h a n one-half of 
Scot land. Copenhagen is the only large t o w n , hav ing a popu la t ion 
of 500,000. T h e coun t ry is flat excep t in the n o r t h corner of 
J u t l a n d . H o r a t i o was looking t o w a r d s Sweden, a n d even 
then he had j u s t seen the ghost of H a m l e t ' s f a the r , w h e n he 
exc la imed : 

B u t look ! the morn , in russe t man t l e clad, 
W a l k s o 'er the dew of yon high eas t e rn hill. 

Much of the l a n d h a s been recla imed f r o m the wa te r . Most of 
the soil is l ight a n d requi res cons t an t feeding for the p r o d u c t i o n 
of good crops. The Danes use more l abour on the i r l and t h a n 
the Bri t ish , b u t the p ropor t ion of cap i ta l t o the i r l a b o u r is n o t 
as g rea t as ours. A large p a r t of the l and is f a r m e d b y small 
p e a s a n t propr ie tors . T h e H u s m a n d is a m a n who holds l a n d u p 
t o six acres, t h e G a a r d m a n d or f a r m e r u p t o a h u n d r e d acres, 
a n d the P r o p r i e t o r six h u n d r e d acres. T h e l and of the H u s m a e n d 
is worked well, b u t in a grea t m a n y cases, j u s t as w i th small 
f a r m e r s in Br i ta in , i t is no t in sufficiently r ich condi t ion t o bea r 
c rops of t h e average weight . The i r cap i t a l is insufficient , tho 
in te res t on the i r mor tgages being a h e a v y dra in . T h e y a re 
ex t r eme ly f ruga l and pa ins tak ing . The i r cus tom of t e the r ing 
the i r horses, ca t t l e and even sheep in the fields seems labor ious 
t o a Br i ton . B u t t h r i f t is a p r o m i n e n t m a r k of t h e people. 
In Copenhagen they are only rebui ld ing to -day the spire of a 
church which was sho t a w a y by Nelson more t h a n a h u n d r e d 
yea r s ago, a n d they h a v e ha rd ly commenced t o rebu i ld a royal 
palace b u r n e d down over t w e n t y yea r s ago. 

Here is a race of people who have m a d e themselves efficient. 
S t rong , h a r d y , a n d e n d o w e d wi th a spir i t of en te rpr i se , t hey 
have won poli t ical f r eedom, they have e d u c a t e d themse lves to 
a high degree in prac t ica l m a t t e r s a n d in the more generous a n d 
idealistic b ranches . T h e y have high schools for y o u n g men, 
a n d for y o u n g women, in which a general educa t ion of a high 
s t a n d a r d is given. The s tuden t s , f r o m 18 t o 35 y e a r s of age, 
s t a y in these schools for t h ree mon ths , a t t e n d lectures, t a k e p a r t 
in games a n d gymnas t ics , a n d t h e n r e t u r n t o the i r work a t home. 
The High School a t Roski lde . u n d e r the cont ro l of Mr. 
Thos. Bredsdorf f . seemed a n ideal in s t i tu t ion for th i s purpose . 
The agr icu l tu ra l schools give technical ins t ruc t ion to t h e young 
fa rmers . There are agr icu l tura l m u s e u m s a n d expe r imen ta l 
f a rms . The re is the mos t per fec t co-opera t ive sys tem for t h e 
purchase of th ings necessary to w o r k the land a n d for the 
m a r k e t i n g of produce. T a k e n as a whole the Danes h a v e p r o b a b l y 
m a d e t h e m s e l v e s the mos t capable agr icu l tu ra l p roduce r s in the 
world. 

In spi te of these advan tages , the H u s m a e n d feel themse lves 
f e t t e red a n d h a n d i c a p p e d by the l a n d sys t em which h a s been so 
much praised. T h e y are s t r iv ing h a r d t o abolish i t , a large 
n u m b e r of t h e m d e m a n d i n g t h e t a x a t i o n of land values. Mrs. 
B jo rne r has sent us a good exp l ana t i on of this. " Y o u 
a-sk." she savs , " w h y the H u s m a e n d f a v o u r t h e Single 
Tax . The reason is this . W e have now a p r o p e r t y t a x by 
which t h e l a n d is va lued and t axed a t the a m o u n t it yields. 
Tha t m e a n s t h a t the H u s m a c n d ' s land is w o r t h nine t imes as 
m u c h as large e s t a t e s a n d five t imes as m u c h as f a n n e r s ' l and 
of the same qua l i ty . I t is ve ry plain t o the H u s m a n d t h a t in 
t a x i n g his land a t th is r a t e his work , t h e in tense l abour which 
m a k e s e v e n ' inch of his land yield i ts u t m o s t , is being t axed . 
T h a t is reason enough for seeing t h a t the present s t a t e of th ings 
is ve ry u n j u s t , and as his work and whole m a n n e r of l iving 
m a k e s him r a t h e r individual is t ic , the Socialist idea of improv ing 
condi t ions does not appea l to h im, while he qu i te na tu r a l l y likes 
t h e idea of pay ing revenue t o the S ta t e according to the benefi t 
lie receives f r o m it . a n d of keeping the f ru i t s of his own labour . 
He is p r epa red t o u n d e r s t a n d the profi t t o h im of e x e m p t i n g 
l abour a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s f rom taxes . lx>sides freeing h im f rom 
all indirect t axa t i on by p u t t i n g a Single T a x on all land accord ing 
t o its u n i m p r o v e d value, m a k i n g the land of large e s t a t e s , of 
f a rmer s a n d H u s m a e n d wor th the same . 

" The S t a t e loans to H u s m a e n d have proved to»them t h a t a n y 
measure of th is k ind only t e n d s to m a k e land dearer . T h e over-
price t h e y h a v e to p a y for ob ta in ing l and exac t ly covers t h e 
a m o u n t e x p e n d e d by the S ta t e to help t hem, and this t h e y f u l l y 
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realise, a s n o n e of t h e S t a t e - H u s m a e n d h a v e b e e n ab le t o p a y 
off t he i r h o m e s . T h e y h a v e n e a r l y all f a i l ed—los t t h e i r o w n 
sav ings . " 

The D a n i s h l a n d a n d b a n k i n g s y s t e m s h a v e i n d u c e d in t h e 
l>eople a s o r t of f a t a l p r o n e n e s s t o w a r d s m o r t g a g i n g t h e m -
selves. A b o u t t h e y e a r 1900 t h e m o r t g a g e s he ld b y t h e b a n k s 
a m o u n t e d t o £46,121,780. T h e b a n k s a r e v e r y l a rge ly in t h e 
h a n d s of t h e G e r m a n s . T h i s m e a n s a h e a v y c h a r g e on t h e smal l 
f a r m e r s a n d o t h e r i n d u s t r i o u s classes. T h e p res su re o r squeeze 
is ve ry severe . T h e peop le e m i g r a t e r e a d i l y in s e a r c h of m o r e 
f r eedom a n d scope . C o n d i t i o n s a r e p r o d u c i n g a b u n d a n t u n r e s t 
a n d d i s c o n t e n t , a n d i t is w i t h t h i s m a t e r i a l t h a t t h e Single T a x e r s 
are work ing . S p e a k i n g of t h e i r w o r k . Mrs. B j o r n e r s a y s : 
" N a t u r a l c a u s e s m a d e t h e i ron h o t a n d h u m a n e f f o r t h a s b e e n 
p o u n d i n g i t i n t o s h a p e . " T h e n a t u r a l causes a re t h e v ic ious 
s y s t e m s of t a x a t i o n a n d l a n d t e n u r e , a n d t h e h u m a n e f f o r t is 
t h e a c t i v i t y of t h e H e n r y George L e a g u e . 

J . O . I 

T H E D A N I S H L A N D SONG. 

F a t h e r l a n d , t h e peop l e ' s o w n , 
Hills a n d d a l e s , b y f j o r d a n d b r o o k l e t , 
Nes t of s w a n s a n d isles of w o o d l a n d , 
Meadows g r e e n w i t h flowers s t r e w n , 
W i t h t h e h i s t o r y of ages in t h y love ly n a m e u n f u r l ' d 
H o m e — t o u s t h e d e a r e s t p lace in all t h e w o r l d . 

Peop le ' s l a n d ! t h e t i m e s u n j u s t 
Closed t h y f ie lds t o t h o s e w h o o w n t h e m , 
Those w h o w o r k , w h o till a n d l ove t h e m , 
T h o s e w h o s e r v e t h e i r c o u n t r y be s t , 
All in b o n d a g e t o t h e m i g h t y , t h r e a t e n e d poo r , in d r e a r y d r e a d , 
Are t h y c h i l d r e n , s l a v i n g fo r t h e i r da i l y b r e a d . 

Peop le ' s l a n d ! ' t i s t h i n e a n d m i n e ; 
L e t us wie ld o u r r i g h t f u l p o w e r ; 
Give t h e l a b o u r b a c k i t s d o w e r ; 
Give t h e l a n d t h y w o r k a n d m i n e ; 
P u t a t a x o n t h o s e w h o h o l d i t , so t h e riches of t he e a r t h , 
Shal l be g i v e n t o t h o s e who ' l l w o r k a n d d r a w t h e m f o r t h . 

Peop le ' s l a n d ! t h e l a n d of h o m e s , 
I jet t h e i r r i g h t s be g iven d u l y , 
So t h y y o u t h s a n d m a i d s m a y t r u l y 
Build on t h e e t h e i r h e a r t h s a n d h o m e s , 
T h e r e t o b r e e d n e w g e n e r a t i o n s in t h e s p i r i t of t h e f r ee , 
L i s t en t o t h e n o b l e t h o u g h t s i n v a d i n g t h e e . 

People ' s l a n d ! t h e h o m e of r i g h t , 
May e a c h r e a p a s he h a t h s o w n , 
E a c h be pa id a s h e d e s e r v e t h , 
E n d e d e a c h o p p r e s s o r ' s m i g h t , 
T h o s e w h o s u f f e r u n d e s e r v e d a n d a r e he lp less o n t h e l a n d , 
I n t h e p e o p l e ' s n a m e a n d t h i n e , t h e y shal l n o t w a n t . 

Peop le ' s l a n d ! o u r f r e e d o m ' s o w n , 
T h o u s a n d s of t h e h o m e s t h o u f o s t e r e d 
Will s end f o r t h , w h e n t h e y a r e m u s t e r e d , 
Men a n d w o m e n s t r a i g h t l y g r o w n , 
Song on l ips a n d h a p p y h e a r t e d , g iven t h e i r b i r t h r i g h t by t h e p a s t , 
T h e y will m e e t a n d ru l e t h e f u t u r e fo r t h e bes t ? 

Peop le ' s l and ! o u r peop le ' s h o m e , 
O n t h e rock of right, a n d f r e e d o m , 
W e will bu i ld t h e e ' m o n g s t t h e n a t i o n s , 
I n t h e t i m e t h a t is t o c o m e , 
Peace a n d h a p p i n e s s secure t h e e , so t h y flag m a y l>e u n f u r l e d , 
H o n o u r e d , o ' e r t h y h o m e s a n d sh ips in all t h e wor ld . 

( F r o m t h e D a n i s h ) . 

O n t h e C o n t i n e n t t h e f a b r i c of r u r a l s o c i e t y is u n d e r g o i n g t h e 
s a m e p r o c e s s of d i s i n t e g r a t i o n wh ich E n g l a n d first u n d e r w e n t 
a t t h e close of t h e l o t h c e n t u r y , a n d o u r a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o b l e m 
is b e g i n n i n g t o a r i s e t h e r e . — A r t h u r H . J o h n s o n in THE 
D I S A P P E A R A N C E or T H E S M A L L L A N D O W N E R . 

HERE AND THERE. 
T h e B u d g e t f o r t h e c u r r e n t y e a r h a s b e e n i n t r o d u c e d . I t 

c o n t i n u e s u n c h a n g e d t h e t a x e s u n d e r las t y e a r ' s B u d g e t . * * * 

T h e STANDARD of J u l y 2 5 t h s a y s Mr. W . H. L o n g h a s b o u g h t 
t h e I n n s w o r t h H o u s e E s t a t e , G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e . C a n th i s be o u r 
Mr. W a l t e r H . I ^ m g of t h e B u d g e t P r o t e s t L e a g u e ? 

* * * 

T h e h e a d m a s t e r of E t o n , c h a i r m a n of t h e C o m m i t t e e of the 
Publ ic Schools E m i g r a t i o n League , a c k n o w l e d g e s receipt of £150 
f r o m L o r d S t r a t h c o n a a n d £26 5s. f r o m t h e F i s h m o n g e r s ' C o m p a n y 
t o w a r d s t h e f u n d s of t ho L e a g u e . 

* * * 

I n t h e C a m p i n e r eg ion of L o w e r B e l g i u m t h e r e is a coalf ie ld 
w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o e x p e r t s , c o n t a i n s e i g h t t h o u s a n d mi l l ion 
t o n s of coal . T h e w h o l e d i s t r i c t s u f f e r e d f r o m w a n t of d r i n k i n g 
w a t e r . A n i m m e n s e u n d e r g r o u n d r e se rvo i r h a s n o w b e e n 
d i s c o v e r e d wh ich will p r o v i d e w a t e r f o r a l a rge m i n i n g p o p u l a t i o n . * * * 

N e a r l y o n e v o t e r in e v e r y t w e l v e is in f a v o u r of c o n f i s c a t i o n 
of p r o p e r t y . Are y o u d o i n g a n y t h i n g t o c h e c k t h i s g r o w t h 
of Soc i a l i sm ? T h e A n t i - S o c i a l i s t U n i o n is in n e e d of f u n d s 
a n d y o u r a s s i s t a n c e is e a r n e s t l y i n v i t e d . -Al l s u b s c r i p t i o n s . 
. . . STANDARD, J u l y 8 t h , 1910. ' 

* * * 

If e v e r y B r i t i s h e r k n e w m o r e of t h e E m p i r e <>f w h i c h h e f o r m s 
a p a r t i t w o u l d b e b e t t e r fo r t h e B r i t i s h e r a n d fo r t h e E m p i r e . 
A j o u r n a l p u b l i s h e d e n t i r e l y in t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h o s e w h o c l a i m 
t h e i r s h a r e in t h e B r i t i s h E m p i r e , THE STANDARD OF EMPIRE 
is a s i n t e r e s t i n g a n d i n s t r u c t i v e a s i t is u n i q u e . — T H E STANDARD. * * * 

I n t h e m o n t h of J u n e , 51 ,367 p a s s e n g e r s l e f t t h e U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m f o r p laces ou t s ide of E u r o p e a s a g a i n s t 37.001 fo r t h e 
s a m e m o n t h for l a s t y e a r . F o r t h e six m o n t h s e n d i n g 3 0 t h 
J u n e 301,057 l e f t t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m as a g a i n s t 215,366 for t h e 
s a m e pe r iod of l a s t y e a r . 

A c o r r e s p o n d e n t , Mr . A. ( ' . Nicho ls , E u r o a , V ic to r i a , A u s t r a l i a , 
w r i t e s : — " I h a v e j u s t finished r e a d i n g ' A F u r t h e r P l e a of 
U r g e n c y ' a d d r e s s e d t o t h e G o v e r n m e n t , a c o p y of w h i c h h a s 
b e e n k i n d l y s e n t t o m e . I t is a n o t h e r a d m i r a b l e i t em in t h e 
s p l e n d i d w o r k b e i n g d o n e f o r t h e relief of i n d u s t r y b y t h e U n i t e d 
C o m m i t t e e . " * * * 

T h o s e w h o w i t n e s s e d t h e s p i r i t in w h i c h t h e B u d g e t w a s 
w e l c o m e d in t h e N o r t h - — t h e r e a d i n e s s t o t a x t h e c lasses w h o 
w e r e f o r t u n a t e , t h e e a r n e s t n e s s w i t h w h i c h t h e c r y w a s p u t o u t 
" G i v e u s t h e l a n d " — w o u l d rea l i se w h a t w a s t h e sp i r i t t o w h i c h 
Mr . L l o y d G e o r g e w a s a p p e a l i n g . — H . J . MACKINDER, M . P . , a t a 
m e e t i n g of L i b e r a l U n i o n Club . 

° * * * 

T h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e of t h e L a n d U n i o n s h o w s conc lus ive ly 
t h a t t h e bus iness s ide of t h e l a n d i n d u s t r y will receive a b low 
f r o m w h i c h i t will n e v e r r e c o v e r un less i t r o u s e s itself t o res i s t 
t h e t a x e s a s t h e y a t p re sen t ex i s t . T h e i n d u s t r y h a s b e e n dislo-
c a t e d by t h e B u d g e t . Sales arc' b e i n g d e l a y e d e v e r y w h e r e . — 
STANDARD, p. 4, J u l y 2 3 r d . 

* * * 

F r o m t h e a c t i v i t y d i s p l a y e d in t h e e s t a t e m a r k e t just n o w , 
i t w o u l d a p p e a r a s ' i f p a r t i e s a r e h u r r y i n g m a t t e r s in o r d e r t o 
d e r i v e t h e b e n e f i t of t h e i m p r o v e m e n t n o w a p p a r e n t . T h i s 
a c t i v i t y is n o t o n l y n o t i c e a b l e in t h e inc rease of i n v e s t m e n t s 
l i s t ed f o r sale, b u t in t h e m a n y p r i v a t e t r e a t y sales e f f ec t ed in 
t h e offiecs.—STANDARD, p. 5, J u l y 23 rd . 

* * 

T h e D u k e of B e d f o r d s a y s t h a t h e h a s d e c i d e d t o sell h i s 
T a v i s t o c k e s t a t e " in d e f e r e n c e t o t h e social a n d leg i s la t ive 
tendencies of t h e d a y . " W e c a n n o t d o u b t t h a t a s t i m e goei: on 
t h e s a m e s e n t i m e n t will we igh w i t h o t h e r g r ea t l a n d o w n e r s , 
a n d t h e u l t i m a t e c o n s e q u e n c e c a n o n l y be t h a t we shal l f ind 
o u r s e l v e s w i t h a c o m p a r a t i v e l y landless a r i s t o c r a c y . T h a t is 
a l w a y s a social a n d e c o n o m i c d i s a s t e r . -ESTATES GAZETTE. * * * 

Socia l i s t s m u s t lie puzz l ed b y t h e a c t i o n s of t h e i r ; l oade r s . 
Mr. H v n d m a n , in a long l e t t e r t o t h e MORNINO POST, dec l a r e s 
t h a t c o n s c r i p t i o n a n d p r e p a r a t i o n for w a r a r e t h e m o s t p r e s s ing 
q u e s t i o n s fo r B r i t a i n . Mr. B l a t c h f o r d a n d t h e CLARION w r i t e r s 
h a v e all gone t h e s a m e way . T h e i r m o t t o n o w is " C o n s c r i p t i o n , 
a n d d o w n w i t h F r e e T r a d e ! " Mr. R . B. S u t h e r s s a y s t h a t 
Free T r a d e is a n t i - r a t i o n a l , a u t i - p a t r i o t i c a n d an t i - soc ia l i s t . 
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Old L a d y ( tu rn ing t o ne ighbour , du r ing last Act of t r agedy) 
E h , Mister, b u t t h e m 'Amlets ' ad a deal o' t roub le in their 

f a m i l y ! P U N C H . 

Visitor (looking a t field covered wi th mole-hills) : " W h a t are 
al l those m o u n d s ? " 

Shropshire Na t ive : " O o m p t y t o o m p s . " 
Visitor : " B u t wha t are u m p t y t u m p s ? " 
Na t ive : " Toomps w h a t t ' oomp ty makes . " 
Visitor : " B u t wha t is t he u m p t y ? " 
Na t ive : " W h a t makes t he toomps , you fool ! "—PUNCH. 

* * * 

The French colony in London has been dist urbed by a new French 
tax. In the last Budget the French Minister of Finance inserted 
a clause t o the effect t h a t all Frenchmen living abroad mus t register 
themselves a t their Consulate every five years , and pay a sum of 
jive f rancs a t the same time fo r the benefit of the French Treasury. 
The members of the French colony are divided on the sub jec t : 
patriotic members th inking t h a t tlicy ought to pay gladly, sensible 
members asking what they arc to pay for. 

* * * 

Speaking in I / i ndon Coun ty Council aga ins t t he proposal to 
feed school children du r ing the holidays, Mr. Haro ld Cox said 

V a l u e s . September, 1910. 

" he had no wish to make pover ty a t t r ac t ive ; he w a n t e d t o get 
r id of i t . " We should never th ink t h a t Mr. Cox has a n y desire 
t o get rid of pover ty , if we were to judge by his political ac t iv i ty . 
We know t h a t he is deeply concerned a b o u t t he rights of p rope r ty 
and the dangers of Socialism, b u t we never ye t hea rd h im suggest 
or suppor t a n y proposal for the removal of pover ty . 

* * * 

To owners a n d lessees of deer forests , grouse moors , a n d o ther 
spor t ing lands in Scot land, a n d t o a n y person who m a y be in 
s y m p a t h y wi th t he m o v e m e n t f rom a political s t a n d p o i n t . 
Y o u r k ind assis tance is solicited to have copies of " A Vindica t ion 
of t he Deer Fores ts a n d Grouse Moors of S c o t l a n d " (in 
Gaelic and English) and o ther kindred l i t e ra ture d i s t r ibu ted free 
of charge a m o n g t he electors whose" mis fo r tune it is t o have 
been hood-winked by cer ta in of t he N o r t h e r n M.P. ' s , w h o say 
" t h a t these lands now devo ted to spor t in Scot land could be 
be t t e r uti l ized if t u rned into small ho ld ings . " Two t h o u s a n d 
copies of t he p a m p h l e t h a v e a l ready been d i s t r ibu ted a n d 300 
of t he principal spor t smen h a v e willingly given their ass is tance. 
Appeals come t o h a n d for f u r t h e r copies^ a n d if this work is to 
be carried on f u r t h e r f inancial suppo r t is" necessary. Subscr ip-
t ions a n d dona t ions sent t o the subscriber . . . .—THE TIMES, 
J u l y 5 th , 1910. 

VACANT LAND CULTIVATION. 

The annual meet ing of the Vacan t Land ( 
was hold in the Guildhall, London, on J u l y 13th. 
M.I'., presided, a n d Mr. 
J o s e p h Fels, Hon . .Secre-
t a ry of the society, sub-
mi t ted the repor t . There 
was a fine display of 
vegetables on the table 
in the centre of t he hall. 
The br ight colours of the 
carrots , turnips , ]>eas, 
beans a n d o ther veget-
ables whoso names we 
forget, were very pleasant 
in t he d im, sof t l ight of 
the old council chamber . 
Over 400 m e n have now 
acquired plots of land, 
and havo succeeded in 
tu rn ing w h a t were waste, 
derelict areas in to a t t r ac -
t ive gardens. They have 
had the use of a little 
more t h a n 50 acres. As VACANT 
fa r as the exper iment 
goes, i t is sa t is factory . I t ha s i l lus t ra ted 
readiness w i th which men r e t u r n to the cult iv 

even under the most difficult and unpromising cond i t i ons ; 
and again the insuperable difficulty of obta in ing land. There 

are said to lie some 10,000 
acres of vacan t land 
in London, but for these 
purposes only 50 acres 
have been secured. This 
experience is exact ly the 
same as with the Small 
Holdings Act. A few 
generous landowners have 
given small pa tches of 
ground, but the main 
body have been unmoved . 
Eve ry th ing would Ire re-
versed, all s t iffness and 
difficulty w o u 1 d dis-
appear , if the tenure and 
t axa t i on were reversed. 
W h e t h e r it was in London 
or outside, the policy 
which would oblige the 
landowners to offer their 

L A N D U N D E R C U L T I V A T I O N IN F U L H A M . l a n d w o u l d c h a n g e e v e r y -

River names iv Background. thing, a n d the connect ion 
two things. The be tween men a n d t he land would be so rap id ly a n d widely es tab-
a t ion of the land, lished t ha t the problem would be the one of obta ining labour. 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

Rates and Business. 
The large d r a p e r y es tab l i shment of Messrs. Crisp a n d Co., 

L t d . , Hol loway , closed i ts doors on J u l y 2nd . About 200 
employees were pa id off. T h e ra tes paid on t he e s t ab l i shment 
a m o u n t e d t o £2,500 per a n n u m . 

Ground Rent in Gheapside. 
The site of No. 7, Cheapside, was offered on a bui lding lease 

of 90 years at Tokenhouso Y a r d on J u l y 4th . I t was let at £350 
per a n n u m , or 14s. (id. per square foot, or a t the ra te of £31,581 
per acre. I t was let sub jec t to a min imum expend i tu re of £1,700 
in rebuilding the premises. 

Land Purchase in Highlands. 
In the House of Commons on J u l y 12th. in reply to a quest ion 

by Mr. R a m s a y Macdonald, Mr. Hobhouse s t a t e d ' t h a t the Com-

missioners of Woods had recently purchased an es ta te in Scots-
calder, Caithness, conta ining a b o u t 13,600 acres, for £16,500. 
Por t ions of i t appea r to lie suitable for conver t ing in to small-
holdings. 

Glasgow's Tribute for Water. 
A re tu rn has been published by the Corporat ion of Glasgow, 

prepared by the Town Clerk, showing in deta i l the a m o u n t of 
compensa t ion paid in respect of the lands a n d wayleaves acqui red 
by the Corporat ion for the const ruct ion of, or in connection with, 
t he Loch Ka t r ine , Gorbals and Loch Arklet Wa te rworks sincc 
1855. The a m o u n t paid away in ha rd cash is £199,634. Annual 
p a y m e n t s in respect of annui t ies and ground ren ts equal £10,902. 

Rates and the Budget. 
A t a recent meet ing of the London Coun ty Council Mr. Stanley-

Holmes commen ted with pleasure and grat if icat ion u p o n the 
fac t tha t a revenue " of a cer tain and increasing c h a r a c t e r " 
was coming to London f rom the t axa t ion of land values. (Hear , 
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hear . ) T h e a m o u n t w a s e s t i m a t e d a t £200,000, w h i c h f igure 
w a s e n d o r s e d b y t h e C h a i r m a n of t h e F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e 
l e ade r of t h e M o d e r a t e P a r t y (Mr. H a y e s F i s h e r ) . 

Waylaying the Innocent. 
A n o t h e r f ie ld of o p e r a t i o n will Ix? t h e a c q u i s i t i o n of l a n d in t h e 

t o w n c e n t r e s , a n d j u d i c i o u s e m p l o y m e n t of c a p i t a l in t h i s w a y 
shou ld b r i n g v e r y l a rge p ro f i t s . F o r t u n e s were c r e a t e d b y t h e 
a p p r e c i a t i o n in t h e v a l u e of r ea l e s t a t e w h e r e , for i n s t a n c e , San 
F ranc i sco g r e w u p w i t h p h e n o m e n a l r a p i d i t y , a n d . t o m e n t i o n a 
r ecen t e x a m p l e , D a w s o n Ci ty s p r a n g i n t o b e i n g a m a z i n g l y , a n d 
is n o w a la rge , b u s y t o w n . — F r o m p r o s p e c t u s of t h e Br i t i sh 
C o l u m b i a Mines , L a n d a n d G e n e r a l F i n a n c e Co., L t d . 

Rates on Factories. 
Messrs . B r u n n e r , M o u d a n d Co., c h e m i c a l m a n u f a c t u r e r s , 

a p p e a l e d a t t h e K n u t s f o r d Q u a r t e r Sess ions o n J u n e 29 a g a i n s t 
t h e a s s e s s m e n t of t h e i r v a r i o u s p r e m i s e s a t W i l m i n g t o n , . 
Barn t o n , L o s t o c k , M i d d l e w i c h , a n d N o r t h w i o h , b y t h e N o r t h w i c h 
U n i o n A s s e s s m e n t C o m m i t t e e . T h e p r e m i s e s w e r e a s se s sed 
a t £29 ,958 u n t i l a r e a s s e s s m e n t w a s m a d e . T h e v a l u a t i o n 
w a s t h e n p u t t o £6(3,658, b u t t h e Assessmen t C o m m i t t e e o n a n 
a p p e a l r e d u c e d i t t o £50 ,000 . T h e a m o u n t , t h e firm c l a i m e d , 
w a s st i l l excess ive . ESTATES GAZETTE, J u l y 2 n d . 

High Rates in Norwich. 
N o r w i c h T o w n Counc i l h a s a d o p t e d e s t i m a t e s fo r t h e y e a r 

wh ich i n v o l v e t h e m a k i n g of a r a t e f o r 10s. 3 d . in t h e p o u n d . 
T h i s is 4d . i n c r e a s e o n t h e r a t e a y e a r ago . N o r w i c h 
h a s for s o m e t i m e h a d t h e d i s t i n c t i o n of b r i n g o n e of t h e m o s t 
h e a v i l y r a t e d t o w n s in t h e k i n g d o m : a n d th i s i n c r e a s e h a s 
p r o d u c e d w h a t t h e C h a i r m a n of t h e F i n a n c e C o m m i t t e e ca l l ed 
a n a l a r m i n g p o s i t i o n . T h e r e a s o n s f o r t h e i n c r e a s e d r a t e a r e 
sa id t o b e t h e v a r i o u s p u b l i c m o v e m e n t s c a r r i e d o u t — t h e l a y i n g 
o u t of p a r k s a n d g a r d e n s , t h e e r e c t i o n of p a l a t i a l s choo l s , t h e 
p rov i s ion of p u b l i c m u s i c , a n d t h e e x t e n s i o n of t h e c i t y 
l ioundar ies . A m e m b e r , in t h e c o u r s e of t h e d i s cus s ion o n t h e 
e s t i m a t e s , s a i d t h e o n e r e a s o n f o r t h e g r e a t e x p e n d i t u r e w a s 
t h a t t h e c o r p o r a t i o n d i d all i t s o w n w o r k i n s t e a d of p u t t i n g 
i t o u t t o con t r ac t .—ESTATES GAZETTE, J u l y 2 n d . 

Land Valuation Expenses. 
A P a r l i a m e n t a r y P a p e r j u s t i ssued s t a t e s t h a t t h e p r e l i m i n a r y 

w o r k in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e gene ra l v a l u a t i o n of l a n d u n d e r 
P a r t I . of t h e F i n a n c e (1909-10) Ac t , 1910, will be e n t r u s t e d 
t o t h e a s sesso r s of t a x e s , w h o h a v e , in m o s t cases , c o n s e n t e d t o 
u n d e r t a k e t h e du t i e s . T h e s e d u t i e s will , in t h e m a i n , cons i s t 
of e n t e r i n g p a r t i c u l a r s e x t r a c t e d f r o m t h e r a t e - b o o k s i n t o v a l u a -
t i on b o o k s a n d a lso o n t h e f o i m s of r e t u r n , d i s t r i b u t i n g t h e f o r m s 
t o o w n e r s of l a n d a n d p e r s o n s in r e c e i p t of r e n t in r e s p e c t of 
l and , a n d o b t a i n i n g t h e c o m p l e t e d r e t u r n s . T h e e s t i m a t e d cos t 
of £230 ,000 is a r r i v e d a t a s fo l lows : Met ropo l i s , (id. pe r h e r e d i t a -
m e n t , £19 ,000 ; res t of E n g l a n d a n d W a l e s , 5d . p e r h e r e d i t a m e n t , 
£161,250 ; S c o t l a n d , 3d . p e r h e r e d i t a m e n t ( m a x i m u m ) , £15 ,625 ; 
£195,875. P r o v i s i o n ( a m o u n t i n g t o £34,125) for a n inc rease in 
t h e n u m b e r of h e r e d i t a m e n t s s ince 1907-8 , a n d fo r w a s t e a n d 
v a c a n t l a n d s n o t i n c l u d e d in t h e r a t e - b o o k s , b r i n g s t h e t o t a l 
e s t i m a t e d c o s t of t h e v a l u a t i o n t o £230,000. 

Price of Railway Land. 
S o m e p a r t i c u l a r s a r e f o r t h c o m i n g t o u c h i n g t h e p ro -

j e c t e d t u b e r a i l w a y o u t N o r w o o d w a y , w h i c h , i t is t o be 
f e a r e d , will c o m e t o o l a t e t o s a v e t h e C r y s t a l P a l a c e , t h o u g h i t 
m a y u n d o u b t e d l y d o m u c h t o a s s i s t in t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
t h e l a n d t h a t w o u l d b e t h r o w n i n t o t h e m a r k e t by t h e d i s s o l u t i o n 
of t h a t c lass ic i n s t i t u t i o n . T h e line is t o r u n f r o m V i c t o r i a 
t o t h e P e n g e e n t r a n c e t o t h e P a l a c e , i n s t e a d of t o N o r w o o d 
a s was o r ig ina l l y a r r a n g e d . I t will be <>£ miles long , w i t h 
a b r a n c h of 1J mi le s t o t h e E l e p h a n t a n d Cas t le . T h e s t a t i o n s 
f r o m P e n g e will be L o r d s h i p L a n e , D u l w i c h , E a s t D u l w i c h , 
D e n m a r k Hi l l a n d C a m b e r w e l l , w h e r e t h e j u n c t i o n will be m a d e 
t o W a l w o r t h R o a d a n d t h e E l e p h a n t a n d Cas t le , t h e m a i n l ine 
go ing t o t h e O v a l , A l b e r t E m b a n k m e n t a n d Vic to r i a . T h e r e is 
t h e f u r t h e r s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e t u b e s h o u l d be c o n t i n u e d t o 
Cr ick lewood , v i a M a r b l e Arch . T h e l a n d will cos t a b o u t £35 ,000 
per mile.—ESTATES GAZETTE, J u l y 2 n d . 

Land Values Too High. 
Mr. NOEL BUXTON in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s o n J u l y 18th 

a s k e d t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y S e c r e t a r y t o t h e B o a r d of A g r i c u l t u r e 
w h e t h e r , in v i e w of t h e d i f f icu l t ies e x p e r i e n c e d by a p p l i c a n t s 
u n d e r t h e S m a l l H o l d i n g s a n d A l l o t m e n t s A c t , 1908, in o b t a i n i n g 

l a n d in t h e c o u n t i e s of S u r r e y a n d K e n t , i t w a s p r o p o s e d t o 
a p p o i n t a Spec ia l C o m m i s s i o n e r f o r e i t h e r o r b o t h of t h o s e 
c o u n t i e s ; a n d . if not., w h a t s t e p s t h e B o a r d w a s t a k i n g , o r p r o -
p o s e d t o t a k e , t o s u r m o u n t t h e d i f f icu l t ies r e f e r r e d t o ? 

Sir E . STKACHEY : T h e B o a r d d o n o t t h i n k t h a t a n y u s e f u l 
p u r p o s e w o u l d lie s e r v e d b y t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of Specia l C o m m i s -
s ione r s in t h o c o u n t i e s n a m e d . T h e d i f f i cu l t i e s a re l a rge ly d u e 
t o t h e h igh v a l u e of l a n d in t h e s e c o u n t i e s , w h i c h c a n n o t lie 
o v e r c o m e b y a n y a c t i o n f r o m t h e B o a r d . I m a y a d d t h a t 
a b o u t 1.500 ' ac res h a v e l>een a c q u i r e d b y K e n t a n d 300. a c r e s b y 
S u r r e y , a n d c o m p u l s o r y o r d e r s h a v e b e e n m a d e fo r t lie aequis i t ion 
of a f u r t h e r 111 a c r e s in t h e l a t t e r c o u n t y . 

Spoliation and Confiscation. 
T h e A d m i r a l t y h a v e f o u n d it, n e c e s s a r y t o c o n n e c t a p a r t of 

t h e i r l a n d a t R o s y t h o n t h e F i r t h of F o r t h w i t h t h e N o r t h 
B r i t i s h R a i l w a y C o m p a n y ' s l ine . For a s m a l l p o r t i o n of l a n d 
w h i c h is sa id t o e x t e n d t o less t h a n a n a c r e a c l a im w a s m a d e 
f o r m o r e t h a n £1 ,000 . As t e r m s c o u l d n o t be a d j u s t e d t h e 
A d m i r a l t y p u t in f o r c e t h e i r c o m p u l s o r y p o w e r , a n d u n d e r t h e 
D e f e n c e Act. of 1842 t h e y r e q u i r e d t h e c o m p e n s a t i o n t o be 
a s s e s s e d b y a j u r y , a n d t h e t r i a l w a s f ixed t o t a k e p laoe a t 
D u n f e r m l i n e o n t h e 15 th i n s t . I t a p p e a r s t h a t whi le u n d e r 
t h e L a n d s C lauses A c t t h e o p t i o n of h a v i n g t h e c o m p e n s a t i o n 
d e t e r m i n e d b y a j u r y o r b y a r b i t e r s r e s t s w i t h t h e c l a i m a n t , 
u n d e r t h e D e f e n c e Ac t s t h e p r o c e d u r e is r e v e r s e d , a n d t h i s 
o p t i o n lies w i t h t h e C r o w n . In t h i s c a se t h o s e a c t i n g f o r t h e 
A d m i r a l t y e l e c t e d t o h a v e a j u r y t r i a l . T h e r e s u l t h a s b e e n 
t h a t t h e c l a i m a n t h a s a c c e p t e d t h e A d m i r a l t y ' s t e n d e r , w h i c h 
is u n d e r s t o o d t o h a v e been c o n s i d e r a b l y a b o r t of t h e s u m 
claimed.—GLASGOW HERALD, J u l y 7. 
Holding up a Town. 

L o r d M o n s o n is t h e o w n e r of a l a rge e s t a t e in Redh i l l w h i c h 
is b e i n g d e v e l o p e d b y t h e sa lo of p l o t s f o r b u i l d i n g p u r p o s e s . 
A n e w r o a d h a s b e e n o u t , in w h i c h s e v e r a l l a r g e h o u s e s h a v e been 
e r e c t e d . B e f o r e t h e E l e c t r i c L i g h t i n g C o m m i t t e e of t h e C o r p o r a -
t i o n c o u l d e x t e n d t h e i r c a b l e a l o n g C a r l t o n R o a d , w h e r e a n 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r t h e l i g h t h a d b e e n r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e o c c u p i e r of 
o n e of t h e h o u s e s , p e r m i s s i o n h a d t o be o b t a i n e d f r o m L o r d 
M o n s o n . 

S o m e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e f o l l o w e d , a n d t h e l a s t l e t t e r r e c e i v e d 
f r o m L o r d M o n s o n ' s a g e n t s w a s s u b m i t t e d t o t h e R e i g a t o T o w n 
Counc i l on J u n e 27. I t s t a t e d t h a t t h e y w e r e i n s t r u c t e d t o s a y 
t h a t L o r d M o n s o n w a s d i s p o s e d t o g r a n t t h e n e c e s s a r y l i cence 
t o t h e C o r p o r a t i o n s u b j e c t t o c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s . A m o n g s t 
t h e c o n d i t i o n s w e r e t h e f o l l o w i n g : -— 

" T h e C o r p o r a t i o n t o p a y t o h i s l o r d s h i p t h e y e a r l y r e n t of 
10s. f o r e v e r y h o u s e f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e c a b l e , 
w i t h a m i n i m u m r e n t of 10s., a n d a l so t o p a y all c o s t s c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h t h e m a t t e r , i n c l u d i n g t h e n e c e s s a r y d e e d of l icence. I t 
is a l so s t i p u l a t e d t h a t t h e c a b l e sha l l lie u s e d f o r t h e s u p p l y of 
e l e c t r i c i t y o n l y t o h o u s e s o n h i s l o r d s h i p ' s e s t a t e . " 

T h e t o w n c l e r k w a s i n s t r u c t e d t o i n f o r m t h e a g e n t s t h a t t h e 
t e r m s c o u l d n o t b e e n t e r t a i n e d . — D A I L Y NEWS. 
Earl of Orford's Rent and Rate Charges. 

T h e h a l f - y e a r l y a u d i t s of t h o E a r l of O r f o r d ' s W o l t e r t o n , 
W e y b o u r n e a n d B u r n h a m e s t a t e s were h e l d a t B u r n h a m a n d 
W a l t e r t o n o n J u l y 0 a n d 7. Mr . D o u g l a s S m i t h ( t h e a g e n t ) , 
a s s i s t e d b y Mr. E . H . W h i t e h e a d , co l l ec ted t h e r e n t s . 

Mr. D o u g l a s S m i t h i n t i m a t e d t o t h e t e n a n t s t h a t h i s l o r d s h i p 
h a d in t h e b a d t i m e s m e t t h e t e n a n t s v e r y gene rous ly in t h e 
m a t t e r of r e d u c t i o n s of r e n t , a n d t h a t n o w i t h a d b e e n d e c i d e d 
t o a s k t ho t e n a n t s t o ag ree t o a s l igh t i nc rea se of r e n t . I t w a s 
n o t p r o p o s e d t o a s k f o r m o r e t h a n a s l i gh t inc rease , a m o u n t i n g 
t o o n a n a v e r a g e 10 p e r c e n t , i nc rease o n t h e p r e s e n t r e n t s . 

I n t h e m a j o r i t y of cases t h e tenants a g r e e d t o t h e p roposa l s , 
l e a v i n g i t t o t h e l a n d l o r d t o m e e t t h e m a s h e h a d in t ho p a s t 
s h o u l d t h e r e be a n y se r ious r e d u c t i o n in t h e p r e s e n t pr ices . 

Mr. D o u g l a s S m i t h a lso i n t i m a t e d t o t h e tenants t h a t a f t e r 
M i c h a e l m a s all t h e c o t t a g e tenants o n t h e e s t a t e w o u l d Ix? 
r e q u i r e d t o p a y t h e r a t e s in a d d i t i o n t o t h e i r rents. N o t i c e s h a v e 
b e e n g iven t o " t h e c o t t a g e r s t o t h i s e f f ec t , w i t h a c i r c u l a r g i v i n g 
t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h i s s t e p . 

I t m a y be m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e r e n t s of t he se c o t t a g e s an? o n a n 
a v e r a g e £3 p e r a n n u m . 

I t is h o p e d t h a t t h e c o t t a g e r s will t a k e a m o r e a c t i v e i n t e r e s t 
in t h e m a n a g e m e n t of local a f f a i r s o w i n g t o t h i s s t e p . — F r o m 
t h e ESTATE GAZETTE, J u l y lOtl i . 
Valuation Expenses. 

T h e r e c e n t s u p p l e m e n t a r y e s t i m a t e of £ 1 5 1 , 8 0 3 f u r t h e 
L a n d V a l u a t i o n Office p r o v i d e s f o r s o m e 1(H) p e r m a n e n t off ic ia ls 
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ftt a t o t a l c o s t of £ 3 7 , 7 2 5 . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t i n c l u d i n g c le rks 
a n d o t h e r s u b o r d i n a t e s , o v e r <><M) of t h e a p p o i n t m e n t s will I*' on 
t h e t e m p o r a r y s t a f f , a n d t h e i r s e r v i c e s will be r e q u i r e d u n t i l t h e 
i n i t i a l v a l u a t i o n is c o m p l e t e d . N o n e of t h o s e of f ic ia l s n e e d 
e x p e c t t o o b t a i n a p l a c e o n t h e p e r m a n e n t e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

T h e l a r g e s u m of £ 4 2 , 5 0 0 is p u t d o w n in t h e s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
e s t i m a t e f o r t r a v e l l i n g a n d s u b s i s t e n c e a l l o w a n c e s f o r t h e v a l u e r s . 
T h e r a t e s f i x e d a r e t h o s e a u t h o r i s e d f o r m e m b e r s of t h e Civi l 
S e r v i c e a n d a r e a s u n d e r : T r a v e l l i n g , a c t u a l e x p e n s e s ( f i rs t -
c l a s s r a i l w a y f a r e s ) ; s u b s i s t e n c e a l l o w a n c e s , 15s. t o 20s. pe r 
n i g h t , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r a n k of t h e v a l u e r . T h e t o t a l n u m b e r 
of off icers w h o , i t is e s t i m a t e d , w o u l d d r a w a l l o w a n c e s is a b o u t 
550 , of w h o m 170 w o u l d be p e r m a n e n t off icers . I t is e x p e c t e d 
t h a t b y S e p t e m b e r 3 0 n e x t t h e w h o l e of t h e s u b o r d i n a t e stal l ' , 
c o n s i s t i n g of 291 c le r ica l a n d t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n t s , will h a v e b e e n 
a p p o i n t e d . Of t h i s n u m b e r 54 h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n a p p o i n t e d . 
F o r t h e u s e of t h e l a n d v a l u e r s , S o m e r s e t H o u s e h a s c o m p i l e d a 
l i t t l e B l u e - b o o k , e n t i t l e d G K N E R A L I N S T R U C T I O N S TO L A N D 
VALUATION OFFICERS. I t is , of c o u r s e , of a c o n f i d e n t i a l n a t u r e . 
S u r v e y o r s of t a x e s , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e e x c e p t i o n a l p r e s s u r e 
of t h e i r o w n w o r k a t t h i s t i m e , a r e e x p e c t e d t o g i v e e v e r y a s s i s t -
a n c e t o t h e v a l u e r s in s e t t i n g t h e m a c h i n e r y g o i n g a n d see ing 
t h a t t h o p r o p e r f o r m s -which will be i s s u e d f o r t h e m o s t p a r t 
a t t h e e n d of t h i s m o n t h - a r e s u p p l i e d . —STANDARD, J u l y 8 , 1 9 1 0 . 

Value of West End Land. 
A p u r c h a s e p r ice of £44 ,000 is o n e of m a g n i t u d e t o be p r o u d 

of, a n d is r a r e l y o b t a i n e d in t he se d a y s , yet, t h i s r e m a r k a b l e 
t u r n o v e r a n d e v e n t of t h e f i r s t i m p o r t a n c e w a s a c h i e v e d b y 
Mr. .1. II. T o w n s e n d O r e e n (Messrs . W e a t h e r a l l a n d G r e e n ) to-
d a y , a n d c a u s e d q u i t e a t h r i l l of e x c i t e m e n t a m o n g W e s t E n d 
a n d w e a l t h y i n v e s t o r s , b r i n g i n g t o t h e M a r t s o m e of i t s p r i s t i ne 
g l o r y w h e n c a p i t a l w a s w o n t t o a s s e r t i tself . E v e r y o n e k n o w s 
N e w B o n d S t r e e t , a n d i t is in t h i s f o r e m o s t f a s h i o n a b l e s h o p p i n g 
t h o r o u g h f a r e a n d in t h e f i ne s t p o s i t i o n o n t h e w e s t s ide t h a t 
t h o i m p o r t a n t b lock of p r o p e r t y s t a n d s w h i c h Mr . G r e e n so 
s u c c e s s f u l l y d e a l t w i t h , l ie ing 144, 145, a n d 146, N e w B o n d 
S t r e e t , h a v i n g a n a r e a of 5 ,000 f t . T h e p r e m i s e s a r e h e l d o n a 
C i t y C o r p o r a t i o n loase, p e r p e t u a l l y renewable o n p a y m e n t of 
£126, a n d t h e w h o l e n o w p r o d u c e s £1 ,177 p e r a n n u m u n t i l 
1912, w h e n renewals t o t h e p r e s e n t t e n a n t s o r d e v e l o p m e n t 
of t h e s i t e c a n be m a d o . T h e r e is e v i d e n t l y n o r i s k in t h i s 
p a r t of t h e W e s t E n d , a n d t h e s p l e n d i d poss ib i l i t i es of t h i s 
e x t e n s i v e s i te , t h e l ike of w h i c h h a s s e l d o m c o m e i n t o t h e m a r k e t 
d u r i n g r e c e n t yea r s , a r e u n q u e s t i o n a b l e . Mr. G r e e n a p t l y 
p o i n t e d out, t h a t N e w B o n d S t r e e t w a s t h e c h o i c e s t s t r e e t in 
t h e l a r g e s t C i t y of a v a s t E m p i r e . 

N e w bu i ld ings w o u l d , of course , b r i n g a p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
h i g h e r i n c o m e , a s t h e s i te l e n d s itself t o m a n y b u i l d i n g s c h e m e s . 
B i d d i n g s c o m m e n c e d a t £25 ,000 , a n d Mr . G r e e n e a r n e d ou t a 
h i g h l y g r a t i f y i n g sa le a t £44 ,000 , w h i c h wil l r a n k a m o n g t h e 
h i g h e s t i n d i v i d u a l a m o u n t s t h i s y e a r , r e p r e s e n t i n g n e a r l y £9 
p e r f o o t s u p e r . , o r n e a r l y £390 ,000 p e r acre.—ESTATES GAZETTE, 
J u l y 2 n d . 

Grabbing the Air. 

I m p o r t a n t d i s c u s s i o n s a r e t a k i n g p l a c e a t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o n f e r e n c e in P a r i s u p o n t h e r u l e s of t h e a i r . T h e g r e a t e s t 
legal e x p e r t s f r o m all t h e c o u n t r i e s of E u r o p e a r e b e i n g h e a r d 
u p o n t h e q u e s t i o n : " W h o o w n s t h e a i r ? " O n e a f t e r a n o t h e r 
of t h e e x p e r t s , s a y s t h e DAILY MAIL, h a v e h e l d t h a t t h e r e 
s h o u l d b e n o p r o p r i e t a r y r i g h t in t h e a i r . T h i s v i e w h a s m e t 
w i t h s o m e s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n , a n d t h e w h o l e q u e s t i o n is l ike ly 
t o be r e f e r r e d t o a f u r t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n . 

H o w will a l a n d o w n e r , w h o h a s d e f i n i t e l y b e e n g i v e n p ro -
p r i e t a r y r i g h t s in t h e a i r a b o v e h i s p r o p e r t y , e n f o r c e h i s des i r e 
t o k e e p a e r o p l a n e s f r o m " t r e s p a s s i n g ? " T h i s is a p o i n t t h a t 
o n e e x p e r t h a s r a i s e d . L e g a l o p i n i o n s e t t l e d t h e q u e s t i o n b y 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e l a n d o w n e r w o u l d o b t a i n i n j u n c t i o n s 
a g a i n s t a i r m e n w h o m i g h t be in t h e h a b i t of t r e s p a s s i n g , a n d 
w o u l d a l so b e a s s i s t e d b y t h e f a c t t h a t , b y t h e t i m e a n y t r e s p a s s 
c o u l d p o s s i b l y b e c o m e a n u i s a n c e , al l a i r c r a f t w o u l d be c o m p e l l e d 
t o c a r r y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n m a r k s v e r y p r o m i n e n t l y d i s p l a y e d . 
U p o n t h i s l a s t p o i n t , i n d e e d , t h e c o n f e r e n c e is p r a c t i c a l l y 
u n a n i m o u s . S e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n is b e i n g p a i d b y t h e c o n f e r e n c e 
t o t h e q u e s t i o n of a i r c r a f t a n d t h e C u s t o m s . I t is p r a c t i c a l l y 
c e r t a i n that , v e r y d e f i n i t e " a i r w a y s " b e t w e e n c o u n t r i e s will 
b e la id d o w n . E v e r y a i r c r a f t u p o n a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l v o y a g e 
will b e c o m p e l l e d t o a p p r o a c h f r o n t i e r s a t a c e r t a i n s p o t , a n d 
d e s c e n d f o r i n s p e c t i o n b y t h e C u s t o m s off ic ia ls . T h e c o n f e r -
e n c e h a s a l so b e f o r e it t h e q u e s t i o n of f o r t i f i c a t i o n s a n d ae r i a l 
s p i e s . — E S T A T E S G A Z K T T K , J u l y 2 n d . 

Water Monopoly. 

T h e W a t e r S u p p l y P r o t e c t i o n Bill w a s c o n s i d e r e d on J u l y 7 t h , 
b v t h e J o i n t C o m m i t t e e of L o r d s a n d C o m m o n s , of w h i c h L o r d 
M a c D o n n e l l is c h a i r m a n . Mr . B a l f o u r B r o w n e , K . C . , ca l l ed 
b y t h e W a t e r C o m p a n i e s ' P r o t e c t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n t o g ive e v i d e n c e 
a s a p e r s o n of m u c h e x p e r i e n c e in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h w a t e r 
u n d e r t a k i n g s , d e s c r i b e d t h e m e a s u r e a s a L a n d l o r d s ' E n d o w -
m e n t Bill w h i c h w o u l d p u t pub l ic p r o v i d e r s of w a t e r in a v e r y 
s e r i o u s p r e d i c a m e n t . I t w o u l d t a k e a w a y r i g h t s w h i c h P a r l i a -
m e n t h a d a l r e a d y g r a n t e d t o t h e c o m p a n i e s a n d w o u l d g ive 
t h e m t o l a n d l o r d s , w h o w e r e a l r e a d y in a n a d v a n t a g e o u s 
p o s i t i o n . C l ause 4 a l t e r e d t h e law of c o m p e n s a t i o n t o t h e 
d i s a d v a n t a g e of t h e c o m p a n i e s . T h e c h a i r m a n - B u t y o u a d m i t 
t h e g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d b e c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r 
i n j u r y t o p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y ? T h e W i t n e s s — Y e s , b u t it m u s t 
b e i n j u r y of a n a c t i o n a b l e k i n d . T h e r e is n o legal r i g h t t o 
u n d e r g r o u n d w a t e r a t p r e s e n t . T h e C h a i r m a n - S u p p o s e 
t h a t a p r o p e r t y o w n e r h a s h a d wells f o r m a n y y e a r s , a n d t h a t 
t h e y a r e d r i e d o r d i m i n i s h e d b y t h e n e w wel ls of a w a t e r u n d e r -
t a k e r or a n i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e . H e m i g h t s u f f e r g r e a t i n c o n -
v e n i e n c e a n d loss. W o u l d it n o t be r e a s o n a b l e t o c o m p e n s a t e 
h i m ? T h e W i t n e s s I d o n o t t h i n k so. T h e w a t e r u n d e r -
t a k e r o r t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r h a s , a n d s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o h a v e , 

1 a r i g h t t o s i n k wel ls on his o w n l a n d . T h e C h a i r m a n But 
t h e n e w c o m e r h a s t a k e n f r o m t h e p r o p e r t y o w n e r s o m e t h i n g 
w h i c h he h a d e n j o y e d f o r a l ong t i m e . T h e W i t n e s s - T h e r e i s n o 
p r o p e r t y in u n d e r g r o u n d w a t e r . T h e C h a i r m a n - C o n s i d e r -
ing t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of g r e a t i n d u s t r i e s a n d w a t e r w o r k s in 
t h e last h u n d r e d y e a r s , h a s n o t a case a r i sen f o r a l t e r i n g t h e law ? 
T h e W i t n e s s I t h i n k n o t . P a r l i a m e n t a n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
o u g h t t o c o n s i d e r t h e w a t e r r e sou rces of t h e c o u n t r y a s a w h o l e , 
b u t t h i s Bill is one - s ided b e s i d e s , w h i c h i t will e n c o u r a g e l a n d l o r d s 
t o s i n k wel ls f o r t h e p u r p o s e of d e a l i n g in w a t e r . Mr . B r y a n , 
chief e n g i n e e r t o t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n W a t e r B o a r d , a g r e e d w i t h 
M r . B a l f o u r B r o w n e ' s c o n d e m n a t i o n of t h e Bil l , a n d a d d e d t h a t 
a R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n s h o u l d be a p p o i n t e d t o c o n s i d e r in t h e 
i n t e r e s t s of t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y t h e q u e s t i o n of w a t e r s u p p l i e s 
a n d t h e i r a l l o c a t i o n . T h e C o m m i t t e e a d j o u r n e d . 

Smal l Holdings. 

T h e A l l o t m e n t s a n d Smal l H o l d i n g s Associa t ion i ssued t h e 
fo l lowing s u m m a r y of t h e official r e p o r t w i t h regard t o t h e p r o g r e s s 
of a l l o t m e n t s : — 

F r o m th i s report we g a t h e r t h a t t h e r e a r e ove r 8 ,000 A l l o t m e n t 
Au tho r i t i e s in E n g l a n d a n d Wales , a n d t h a t 7 ,£00 of t h e m h a v e 
s e n t in r e t u r n s . A t t h e e n d of 1909 these a u t h o r i t i e s he ld 26 ,764a . 
3 r. 5 p. fo r a l l o t m e n t p u r p o s e s (p. 130) wh ich w e r e t e n a n t e d by 
90 ,550 persons , 21 Associa t ions a n d 1 C o m m i t t e e , (p. 112.) 

APPLICATIONS FOR ALLOTMENTS IN 1 9 0 9 . - — 1 6 , 9 9 6 f o r 6 , 0 4 8 a . 
3 r. 3 p . Of t he se app l i ca t i ons 949 w e r e m a d e t o P a r i s h 
Counci l s f o r a l l o t m e n t s b e t w e e n 1 acre a n d 5 ac res in e x t e n t , a n d 
52 a p p l i c a n t s t o t h e T o w n Counci ls , 13 t o t h e U r b a n Dis t r i c t ('( un-
ci Is, a n d 45 t o t h e P a r i s h Councils required dwel l ing houses , 
(p . 113.) 

LAND ACQUIRED IN 1 9 0 9 FOR A L L O T M E N T S . — L a n d p u r c h a s e d : 
284 a . 2 r. 26 p. f o r £22 ,251 6s. 7d. L a n d Leased : 2 ,123 a . 0 r . 2 0 p . 
a t a rental of £4 ,609 16s. (id. (p. 113.) 

APPLICANTS R E M A I N I N G U N S A T I S F I E D BY T H E END OF 1 9 0 9 . — 
1 1 , 6 2 7 a n d 9 A s s o c i a t i o n s f o r 6 , 0 2 4 a . 1 r . 2 1 p . O u t of t h e s e t h e 
g r e a t e s t n u m b e r of app l i can t s , viz., 4 ,445 a n d 4 Assoc ia t ions , 
app ly ing f o r t h e g rea tes t q u a n t i t y of land , viz., 4 ,150 a. 3 r. 15 p. 
s o u g h t t h e he lp of t h e P a r i s h Councils, (p. 131.) 

W E L S H COUNTY B O R O U G H S . — T h e s e C o u n t y B o r o u g h s h a d a t t h e 
e n d of t h e v e a r app l i ca t ions f r o m 913 ind iv idua l s a n d 1 Assoc ia t ion 
f o r 191 a . 1 r. 19 p . t o sa t i s fy , (p. 157.) 

U N S A T I S F I E D D E M A N D I N E N G L I S H COUNTY BOROUGHS AT THE 
END OF 1909.—-Bristol, w i t h 625 app l i can t s . Walsal l w i t h 127. 
Midd le sb rough w i t h 190, Manches t e r w i t h 106, N o r t h a m p t o n 
w i t h 101. N e w c a s t l e - o n - T v n e wi th 92 a n d 1 Associat ion a r e easily 
first , (pp. 155 a n d 157.) 

U N S A T I S F I E D APPLICATIONS TO PARISH C O U N C I L S . — T a k i n g o n e 
c o u n t y a l o n e — D e r b y s h i r e — w e find t h a t 166 app l i c an t s f o r ove r 
27 acres were unsat is f ied , a n d we m o s t s t r ong ly w ish t o call a t t e n t i o n 
t o this , f o r we believe t h a t m a n y of these village a l l o t m e n t s in the 
h a n d s of su i t ab le m e n will se rve a s s t epp ing- s tones t o Small Holdings , 
(pp . 1 9 5 a n d 1 9 7 . ) 

BACK TO T H E L A N D FROM C R O W D E D A R E A S . — A t t h e e n d o f 1 9 0 9 
7,182 indiv idual app l i ca t ions a n d 5 f r o m Associa t ions (p. 131) were , 
unsa t i s f ied in t h e l / i n d o n C o u n t y Council a r e a a n d in t h e Knglish 
a n d Welsh T o w n Council a m i U r b a n District Counci l Dis t r i c t s . 



August, 1910. Land Values. 

Reaping What Others Sow. 
" E v e r y p e r s o n w h o i n v e s t s in wel l -se lected real e s t a t e in a 

g r o w i n g sec t i on of a p r o s p e r o u s c o m m u n i t y a d o p t s t h e s u r e s t 
a n d sa fe s t m e t h o d of b e c o m i n g i n d e p e n d e n t , for rea l e s t a t e is 
the basis of al l r e a l wea l th . "—EX-PRESIDENT HOOSEVF.LT. 

" l^and wi l l n o t b u r n u p , a n d c a n n o t be s to len o r c a r r i e d a w a y 
a n d i t is a l w a y s p e r m a n e n t a n d s tab le . It is t h e on ly rea l w e a l t h 
b e q u e a t h e d b y t h e C r e a t o r of H e a v e n a n d e a r t h . AH o t h e r 
p r o p e r t y h a s been c r e a t e d b y m a n , a n d is t e m p o r a r y . " — A N DREW 
t ' A R N E U I E . 

W i t h t he se q u o t a t i o n s t h e l>and Co., 68, Oheaps ide , I A mi Ion, 
a d v e r t i s e t h e sale of l and at t h e G a r d e n E s t a t e . Hur ley , S u r r e y . 
T h e fo l lowing is a r e p r i n t of t h e c a r d w h i c h t h e y send out t o l ikely 
pu rchase r s . 

T i t o H a r d e n E s t a t e , I T o r l e v , S u r r e y . 

THX Pl.KAHURK OP TH K COMPANY OF 
-V 

«/ 
Is requested to attend Auction Sale on 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27th, 1910. 
Train (L.I!. A S.C. Rty.) leaves London Dridpre (pint form :i) 11. K). 

Vic tor ia ( p l a t f o r m 01 11.50. E a s t C r o y d o n 12.15. 
Where this Card will l>e exchanged for Railway Ticket l>y our 

representative at Platform Harrier. 
Subject to a ehirge o / l / 8 / u r Liinchron. 

ADULTS ONLY. 
Return Rail Tickets will lie tfiven out in Marquee immediately 

after Sate. 

O n t h e o t h e r s ide of t h e ca rd t h e fo l l owing a d v e r t i s e m e n t 
ap|>ears : — 

T H E G A R D E N E S T A T E , H O R L E Y , S U R R E Y . 

T w e n t y - s i x mi le s f r o m L o n d o n , m i d w a y b e t w e e n a n d o n t h e 
m a i n l ine f r o m L o n d o n t o B r i g h t o n . T h i s e s t a t e , b u t t w o m i n u t e s 
f r o m t h e r a i l w a y s t a t i o n , occup ie s a m o s t c h a r m i n g p o s i t i o n in a 
se lec t a n d h igh-c las s n e i g h b o u r h o o d . A b u t t i n g o n t h e m a i n 
road , t h r o u g h w h i c h gas a n d w a t e r m a i n s a r e laid, it is t h o r o u g h l y 
r ipe fo r t h e e r e c t i o n of r e s iden t i a l p rope r t i e s . N e a r Golf L inks , 
R iver , a n d G a t w i c k R a c e c o u r s e . G o o d Shops , P o s t , T e l e g r a p h 
a n d T e l e p h o n e Offices. I t is u n q u e s t i o n a b l y a m o s t de s i r ab l e 
a n d c o n v e n i e n t n e i g h b o u r h o o d f o r C i ty m e n , e m b r a c i n g all t h a t 
is essen t ia l f o r a c o u n t r y life y e t w i t h i n s u c h e a s y t o u c h w i t h T o w n . 
P l o t s 2 5 b y 140, f r o m £30, p a y a b l e £ 3 d e p o s i t a n d b a l a n c e b y 
10 q u a r t e r l y i n s t a l m e n t s , if des i red . 

The South Yorkshire Coalfield.—Big Developments near 
Doncaster. 

S o m e big m i n i n g d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e reported to be. in p r o g r e s s 
in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d of D o n c a s t e r , w h e r e n o f e w e r t h a n t w e l v e 
new p i t s a r e in p rospec t , a n d t h e r e su l t m a y wel l lie t h e s u d d e n 
g r o w t h of t h e a n c i e n t r a c i n g town, w i t h i t s p o p u l a t i o n of some 
f o r t y t h o u s a n d , becoming , w i t h i n t h e n e x t d e c a d e o r so, t h e 
cen t r e of t h e S o u t h Y o r k s h i r e coal t r a d e , w i t h a p o p u l a t i o n of 
a n y t h i n g u p to a coup le of h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d i n h a b i t a n t s o r 
more , a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , s a y s t h e LEEDS MURCURY, t h a t m a y c a u s e 
c o u n t r y s q u i r e s to cease to g r u m b l e a t a g r i c u l t u r a l dep re s s ion 
a n d m a r v e l a t s u d d e n l y finding t h e m s e l v e s rich in m i n i n g 
roya l t ies . 

N o t v e r y m a n y y e a r s ago i t w a s s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e coal f ie lds 
of E n g l a n d were r a p i d l y b e c o m i n g e x h a u s t e d , a n d t h a t in t i m e 
to come r e s o u r c e wou ld h a v e to be h a d t o s u b s t i t u t e s fo r f u e l 
pu rposes . A t t h e v e r y m o m e n t t he se pess imis t i c p r e d i c t i o n s 
were u t t e r e d 30 ,000 ,000 ,000 t o n s of coa l lay f a r d o w n in t h e 
bowels of t h e e a r t h be low t h e t o w n of D o n e a s t e r , a n d s t r e t c h i n g 
o v e r a w ide r a d i u s fo r m a n y mi les a r o u n d a n d b e y o n d it . N o b o d y 
a p p a r e n t l v d r e a m e d of s u c h m a r v e l l o u s m i n e r a l w e a l t h , b u t t h e 
secre t c a m e t o be d i scovered , a n d a s a n a t u r a l c o r o l l a r y of t h i s 
d i s cove ry h a s resulted in t h e remarkable i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e 
of w h i c h we p u r p o s e s h a k i n g i n t h i s a r t i c l e . 

I t is n o e x a g g e r a t i o n to s a y t h e e v e s of t h e i n d u s t r i a l w o r l d 
a r e u p o n D o n c a s t e r a n d d i s t r i c t to-dav. t h e town whose f u t u r e 
is to lie p a r a d o x i c a l a s i t m a y s o u n d , so b lack a n d v e t so go lden ; 
t h e t o w n w h i c h is j u s t e n t e r i n g u p o n s u c h an e p o c h - m a k i n g e r a . 
No t o w n h a s l>oen b e t t e r b o o m e d of l a t e F o r weeks p a s t i t 
h a s scarce ly b e e n poss ible t o p i ck u p o n e ' s pa | i e r w i t h o u t f i n d i n g 
a r e fe rence to s o m e p r o j e c t e d pi t , o r t h e f o r m a t i o n of some 
c o m p a n y to a c q u i r e m i n e r a l r i g h t s a n d still f u r t h e r e x p l o i t t h e 
seeming ly i n e x h a u s t i b l e Ba rns l ey coal s e a m . A v i a t i o n m e e t i n g s 

a r e i n s ign i f i can t t r i t les , w h e t h e r t h e y t a k e p lace o r d o n o t , c o m -
p a r e d w i t h t h e n e w s of a n e w p i t , a n d t h e r e s e e m s e v e n a d a n g e r 
of t h e classic S t . L e g e r b e i n g h e l d in less r e v e r e n c e t h a n h i t h e r t o 
u n d e r t h e spell of c o m m e r c i a l i s m w h i c h is c o m i n g o v e r t in ' 
c o m m u n i t y . 

S ince t h e D o n c a s t e r b o o m set in t h e r e a r e t h r e e coll ier ies 
n o w in ful l w o r k a n d rapidly d e v e l o p i n g : o n e w h e r e coa l h a s jus t 
b e e n reached ; t h r e e w h e r e s i n k i n g o p e r a t i o n s a r e lieing p u s h e d 
oil w i t h all s|>eed. whi l s t five p i t s a r e p r o j e c t e d , m a k i n g a t o t a l 
of t w e l v e . W h e n i t is s t a t e d t h e c a p i t a l required in t h e ease of a 
new c o m p a n y is f r o m £300 ,000 t o £500 ,000 , t h e i m m e n s e a m o u n t 
of m o n e y i n v o l v e d m a y lie i m a g i n e d . R o u g h l y s p e a k i n g 4 .000 
m e n will u l t i m a t e l y be e n g a g e d a t e a c h col l iery c e n t r e , so that , a n 
e n o r m o u s l e a p in p o p u l a t i o n is a c e r t a i n t y . Mr. \V. 11. P i c k e r i n g , 
H i s M a j e s t y ' s chief Min ing I n s p e c t o r of Y o r k s h i r e , a n d w h o h a s 
n o w in his c h a r g e t h e l a rges t m i n i n g d i s t r i c t in t h e c o u n t r y - -
p r e d i c t s a n inc rease of 40 .000 p i t e m p l o y e e s in Y o r k s h i r e w i th in 
t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s , p r i n c i p a l l y in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d of D o n c a s t e r . 
F o r t y t h o u s a n d m e n m e a n s 130,000 peop le . T h e a n n u a l o u t p u t 
t o - d a y f rom t h e Y o r k s h i r e p i t s is a b o u t 36 ,000 ,000 t o n s of coal , 
a n d t h e n u m b e r of w o r k e r s e m p l o y e d 141.000, b u t w h e n t h e n e w 
D o n c a s t e r a n d d i s t r i c t c o m e s i n t o be ing t h e o u t p u t will lie 
e n o r m o u s l y i n c r e a s e d , a n d a r e d u c t i o n in t h o pr ice of coal m a y l>e 
l o o k e d for . 

I t is sca rce ly n e c e s s a r y t o refer t o t h e F r i e k l e y , t h e B r o d s w o r t h , 
a n d t h e B e n t l e y collieries, w h i c h b e t w e e n t h e m are a t p r e sen t 
e m p l o y i n g o v e r 6 , 0 0 0 h a n d s , a l a rge p e r c e n t a g e of w h o m reside 
in t h e D o n c a s t e r d i s t r i c t . W h e n fu l ly d e v e l o p e d q u i t e a n o t h e r 
3 ,000 m e n will find e m p l o y m e n t a t t h e m i n e s m e n t i o n e d . If is 
in t h e p i t s w h i c h a r e n o w b e i n g s u n k , a n d t h o s e w h i c h a r e p r o -
j e c t e d , t h a t t h e i n t e r e s t of t h e m o m e n t c e n t r e s . 

T h e coll ier ies in cour se of s i nk ing a re f o u r in n u m b e r . Of 
t h e s e , t w o a r e in t h e i m m e d i a t e v i c in i ty of D o n o a s t e u — t h e 
Y o r k s h i r e Main, a t E d l i n g t o n , a n d t h e B u l c r o f t Main , a t C a r c r o f t , 
e a c h be ing w i t h i n t h r e e o r f o u r miles of t h e c e n t r e of t h e b o r o u g h . 
T h e o t h e r t w o a r e t h e M a l t b y M a i n a n d t h e tine p i t w h i c h Messrs . 
P e a s e a n d P a r t n e r s a r e o p e n i n g u p a t T h o m e . T h e M a l t b y 
Main Col l iery is f r e s h in t h e p u b l i c m i n d , a s i t is b u t a, few w e e k s 
a g o since t h e f a m o u s B a r n s l e y s e a m w a s t a p p e d by the s i n k e r s 
a t a d e p t h of 820 y a r d s , w h e n a coal s e a m 84 fee t t h i c k w a s 
d i s cove red . T h i s p i t will be w o r k e d b y t h e M a l t b y M a i n Col l iery 
C o m p a n y , a s u b s i d i a r y b r a n c h of t h e S h e e p b r i d g e Coal a n d I r o n 
C o m p a n y . I t is s i t u a t e d in t h e m i d s t of t h e b e a u t i f u l M a l t b y 
W o o d s , i n t h e R o t h e r h a m d i s t r i c t , a n d w h e n in ful l swing will 
find e m p l o y m e n t f o r 3 ,000 coll iers , a n d will b e t h e c e n t r e of a 
flourishing'new m o d e l vi l lage. Seve ra l o t h e r p i t s a re in t h e 
p r o s p e c t i v e , o n e of w h i c h will be o n t h e e s t a t e of L o r d F i t z -
wi l l i am, a n d will a d j o i n t h e D o n c a s t e r r acecou r se . T h e Cor-
p o r a t i o n h a v e a g r e e d t o sell t h e i r m i n e r a l rights u n d e r t h e T o w n 
Moor t o h i s L o r d s h i p fo r £25 pe r f o o t t h i c k n e s s of coal p e r ac re . 
T h e va lue of t h e coal u n d e r t h e D o n c a s t e r T o w n M o o r is be l i eved 
t o be £450,000 , o r t h e r e a b o u t s , a v e r y u s e f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 
e x c e h q u e r of w h a t is a l r e a d y a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e one of t h e 
richest C o r p o r a t i o n s in t h e ' c o u n t r y . T h e p ro f i t w h i c h t h e 
m u n i c i p a l i t y m a d e o u t of t h e D o n c a s t e r r acecou r se l a s t y e a r 
w a s £ 1 6 , 2 0 2 ; i t c e r t a i n l y n o w looks a s if t h e C o r p o r a t i o n will 
m a k e m u c h b igger m o n e y u n d e r g r o u n d t h a n a b o v e it . T h e y 
h a v e m a d e o n e i m p o r t a n t s t i p u l a t i o n w i t h Ear l F i t z w i l h a m . 
H e is a b s o l u t e l y d e b a r r e d f r o m t a k i n g a n y coa l f r o m l i e n e a t h 
t h e r acecouse , t h e b a r r e d a r e a be ing o n e of a b o u t 160 ac r e s . 
T h e m e r e t h o u g h t of a n y s u b s i d e n c e o n t h e classic S t . L e g e r 
Cour se m a k e s t h e C o r p o r a t i o n s q u i r m — F r o m ESTATES GAZETTE, 
J u l y 10 th . 

I n t h r ee weeks a f t e r th i s C o u r t e n a y C o u r t c a m e t o t h e h a m m e r — 
n e e d I say t h a t the wood a n d w a t e r of t h e e s t a t e h a d prev ious ly 
b e e n p a i n t e d in l anguage as flowing as t h e o n e a n d a s e x u b e r a n t 
a s t h e foliage of t h e o t h e r ? Mr. R o b i n s m a d e h i s bow, and u p w e n t 
C o u r t e n a y C o u r t , M a n o r a n d L o r d s h i p , in a single lot . 

T h e r e were p resen t liesides f a r m e r s , some fort y c o u n t r y gen t l emen . 
L a n d w a s in vogue. I d o n ' t w o n d e r a t i t . 

Cer ta in ly a l a n d e d e s t a t e is " a n a n i m a l w i t h i t s m o n t h a l w a y s 
o p e n . " B u t c o m p a r e t h e physical p e r c e p t i o n a n d e n j o y m e n t of 
l a n d e d wea l t h w i th t h a t of Conso ls a n d securi t ies . Can I ge t me 
r o s y cheeks , hea l t h , a n d g o o d - h u m o u r , riding u p a n d d o w n m y 
P e r u v i a n Ix.nds ? Can I go o u t shoo t ing u p o n m y p a r c h m e n t , 
o r in s u m m e r s i t u n d e r s h a d o w of m y m o r t g a g e deed , a n d b o b fo r 
c o m m a s a n d t ro l l f o r semi-colons in m y r ive r of ink t h a t m e a n d e r s 
t h r o u g h m v m e a d o w s of sheep-skin ? 

W h e r e f o r e 1 really t h i n k t h a t l and will a l w a y s t e m p t t h e know ing 
ones un t i l some vital change shall t a k e place in Socie ty . 

C H A R I T S RKAOE. 1 8 5 4 . 
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POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSIONS. 

W O R K O F S U R V E Y O R S U N D E R T H E F I N A N C E A C T . 

Mr. J . D a w b a r n Y o u n g a t t e n d e d a spec i a l m e e t i n g of t h e 
H a m p s h i r e , W i l t s h i r e , a n d D o r s e t s h i r e B r a n c h of t h e A u c t i o n e e r s ' 
I n s t i t u t e , h e l d a t S o u t h a m p t o n o n J u l y 7 t h , a n d e x p l a i n e d 
t h e p r o v i s i o n s of t h e F i n a n c e A c t . T h e p r e s i d e n t , Mr. H . 
S e n i o r , m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e o r d i n a r y s u m m e r m e e t i n g h a d been 
a b a n d o n e d b e c a u s e i t w a s f e l t t h a t t h e m e m b e r s w o u l d b e s o 
b u s y in s t u d y i n g t h e F i n a n c e A c t t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t b e a b l e 
t o a f f o r d a d a y f o r p l e a s u r e ( l a u g h t e r ) . 

Mr . D a w b a r n Y o u n g d e a l t w i t h h i s i n t r i c a t e s u b j e c t in a n 
a b l e m a n n e r . H e r e m a r k e d t h a t t h e y h a d h e a r d a g r e a t d e a l 
a b o u t t h e d i f f i cu l t i e s a n d t h o c o m p l e x i t i e s of t h e F i n a n c e 
A c t , a n d t h e r e w a s n o d o u b t t h a t t o a l a y m a n t h o s e d i f f i cu l t i e s 
w e r e r ea l e n o u g h , b u t t o t h e s u r v e y o r t h e y w e r e n o t , in h i s 
o p i n i o n , s o g r e a t a s h a d b e e n i m a g i n e d . H e w o u l d g o a s t e p 
f u r t h e r , a n d s a y t h a t t h e m a i n p r i n c i p l e of t h e A c t w a s q u i t e 
s i m p l e in i t se l f . Ho w a s n o t g o i n g t o s a y t h a t t h e A c t w a s 
w i t h o u t c o m p l e x i t i e s a n d d i f f i c u l t i e s - i t b r i s t l e d w i t h t h e m . 
S e e i n g t h a t t h e m i n e r a l v a l u e s d id n o t a f f e c t t h i s p a r t of t h o 
c o u n t r y lie r e f r a i n e d f r o m d e a l i n g w i t h t h a t s u b j e c t , a n d d e v o t e d 
his a t t e n t i o n t o t h e i n c r e m e n t d u t y , t h e r e v e r s i o n d u t y , a n d 
t h e u n d e v e l o p e d l a n d - t a x . H e s a id t h e m a i n p r i n c i p l e of t h e 
A c t w a s t o g e t t h e i n c r e m e n t o n t h e l a n d i t se l f , a n d t h e y m u s t 
g e t t h e f e e - s i m p l e v a l u e . H e e x p l a i n e d h o w t h e i n c r e m e n t 
v a l u e w o u l d b e a r r i v e d a t , a n d s a id t h e " o c c a s i o n s " f o r v a l u a t i o n 
w o u l d o c c u r o n t h e t r a n s f e r of l a n d , o n t h e l ea s ing of l a n d if t h e 
leaso e x t e n d e d o v e r 14 y e a r s , a n d o n t h e d e a t h of t h e o w n e r . 
I n t h e ca se of c o r p o r a t e o r n o n - c o r p o r a t e b o d i e s , t h e " o c c a s i o n " 
w o u l d o c c u r e v e r y 15 y e a r s . An o w n e r of a n e s t a t e m i g h t s a y 
t h a t his p r o p e r t y h a d v e r y m u c h i m p r o v e d in v a l u e b e c a u s e h e 
h a d a c q u i r e d a d j o i n i n g l a n d , a n d l a id i t o u t a s a golf c o u r s e . 
If s u c h a t h i n g h a p p e n e d , t h e l e c t u r e r b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e o w n e r 
in q u e s t i o n wou ld b s e n t i t l e d t o a d e d u c t i o n o n a c c o u n t of t h e 
c a p i t a l e x p e n d e d , w h e n c a l c u l a t i n g t h e i n c r e m e n t o n t h e o t h e r 
p r o p e r t y . 

T h e r e w a s a n a n i m a t e d d i s c u s s i o n , Mr. B u r r o u g h Hi l l , of 
S o u t h a m p t o n , t h o u g h t t h a t t h e A c t w o u l d be a v e r y g r e a t 
d e t r i m e n t t o t h e p r o f e s s i o n , a n d w o u l d r e n d e r i t v e r y d i f f i cu l t 
i n d e e d t o d o bus ine s s . C a p i t a l w a s b e i n g d r i v e n o u t of t h e 
o j u n t r y , a n d E n g l a n d w a s v e r y m u c h o v e r - t a x e d . 

T h e l e c t u r e r s a i d t h a t t h e b e s t p o l i c y w a s t o a c c e p t a c t u a l 
v a l u e , a n d n o t t o a t t e m p t t o j u g g l e in a n y w a y o n behal f of 
o l i en t s . H e t h o u g h t t h e A c t w o u l d a s s i s t t h e i r bus ine s s . 

C R O W N L A N D S I N B R I T I S H P O S S E S S I O N S . 

A DIFFICULT PROBLEM. 
A d e p u t a t i o n f r o m t h e A s s o c i a t e d C h a m b e r s of C o m m e r c e 

of t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m w a i t e d u p o n t h e E a r l of Crewe , t h e 
S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r t h e Colonies , a t t h e Colonia l Office o n J u l y 
1 2 t h , t o u r g e u p o n h i m t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r r e s e r v i n g C r o w n l a n d s 
in B r i t i s h Posse s s ions . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n a t i t s l a s t a n n u a l m e e t i n g 
p a s s e d t h e fo l l owing r e s o l u t i o n : " T h a t t h i s A s s o c i a t i o n of 
C h a m b e r s of C o m m e r c e is of o p i n i o n t h a t i t is d e s i r a b l e , i n t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t of B r i t i sh Possess ions a n d C r o w n Colonies , t h a t 
p r o v i s i o n s h o u l d be m a d e f o r t h e r e s e r v a t i o n of C r o w n l a n d s in 
r e t u r n f o r a n y e x p e n d i t u r e f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l E x c h e q u e r w i t h a 
v i ew of r e i m b u r s i n g in t h e f u t u r e s u c h o u t l a y s a n d p r o v i d i n g 
f o r t h e relief of t a x p a y e r s in t h i s c o u n t r y . " 

T h e m e m b e r s of t h e d e p u t a t i o n w e r e S i r F . F o r b e s A d a m s 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ; Sir E d w a r d VV. F i t h i a n ' 
S e c r e t a r y ; Mr. S t a n l e y M a c h i n , D e p u t y - C h a i r m a n of t h e 
L o n d o n C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e ; S i r A l g e r n o n F . F i r t h Mr F G 
H i n d l e , M . P . , Mr . D . S h a c k l e t o n . M . P . , Mr . P h i l i p ' S n o w d e n 
M . P . , S i r J . H . Y o x a l l , M . P . , Mr. H . B a k e r . M . P . , C a p t a i n J 
M o r r i s o n , M . P . , Mr. A. W . B a r t o n , M . P . , Mr. E . A. B r o t h e r t o n " 
M . P . , Mr. J . H . W h i t l e y , M . P . . Mr. F . W h i t l e v T h o m s o n ( M a y o r of 
H a l i f a x ) , Mr . H . H a r r i s o n ( B l a c k b u r n ) . Mr." T . A. Hil l ( N o t t i n o 
h a m ) , Mr . P . Mi lne S t e w a r t ( S o u t h a m p t o n ) , Mr. C. ,T. S e a m a n 
( W o r c e s t e r ) , a n d Mr. T h o m a s W a r d (Goole) . 

S i r ALGERNON FIRTH s a i d t h e r e w e r e t w o p o i n t s t o w h i c h h e 
w i s h e d t o d r a w a t t e n t i o n . T h e f i rs t h a d r e f e r e n c e t o t h e i m m e n s e 
poss ib i l i t i es of d e v e l o p m e n t in t h e C r o w n C o l o n i c a n d Bri t i sh 
Pos se s s ions , a n d t h e s e c o n d t o t h e a p p a r e n t w a n t of a n y s y s t e m 
w h e r e b y a n y i n c r e m e n t of v a l u e f r o m d e v e l o p m e n t s r e s u l t i n g 
f r o m t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of n a t i o n a l m o n e y cou ld a c c r u e t o t h e Br i t i sh 
t a x p a y e r . H e i n s t a n c e d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e U g a n d a R a i l -
w a y b y t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t , fo r w h i c h w e w e r e n o w p a y i n g 

£310 ,000 a y e a r in r e s p e c t of i n t e r e s t a n d s i n k i n g f u n d . T h a t 
r a i l w a y w o u l d be long e v e n t u a l l y t o t h e Colonia l G o v e r n m e n t , 
a l o n g w i t h a l a n d g r a n t o n e a c h s ide of t h e l ine. H i s v i ew 
w a s t h a t a t l ea s t o n e hal f of t h i s e n o r m o u s l a n d g r a n t 
s h o u l d b e c o m e t h e p r o p e r t y of t h e H o m e G o v e r n m e n t in o r d e r 
t o r e c o u p t h e Br i t i sh t a x p a y e r n o t o n l y f o r t h e c a p i t a l i n v e s t e d 
in i t , b u t a l so t o e n a b l e h i m t o receive s o m e i n c r e m e n t v a l u e 
f r o m t h e p r o b a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e c o u n t r y . A n o t h e r ea se 
in p o i n t w a s t h a t of t h e N o r t h N i g e r i a n R a i l w a y u p t o K a n o , 
750 mi les long . T h e r e a d i f f e r e n t s y s t e m p r e v a i l e d . T h e 
m o n e y w a s b o r r o w e d by t h e N o r t h N i g e r i a n G o v e r n m e n t o n t h e 
s t r e n g t h of i t s o w n r e sou rces a n d g o o d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I t w a s 
b o r r o w e d a t 4 p e r cen t . , a n d t h e p o i n t w a s t h a t i t c o u l d n o t b e 
o b t a i n e d o n s u c h f a v o u r a b l e t e r m s b u t f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n a f f o r d e d 
b y t h e H o m e G o v e r n m e n t . T h e cos t of s u c h p r o t e c t i o n w a s a l l 
b o r n e by t h e Br i t i sh t a x p a y e r , a n d i t w a s o n l y f a i r t h a t s o m e 
s h a r e of t h e i n c r e m e n t v a l u e e i t h e r f r o m m i n e r a l s , t i m b e r , o r l and 
s h o u l d a c c r u e t o t h o s e w h o f o u n d t h e m o n e y . 

T h e E a r l of CREWE, in r e p l y , s a id t h a t h e w o u l d g ive t h e 
m a t t e r of r e c o u p m e n t h i s b e s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a n d w o u l d d i scuss 
i t w i t h t h e T r e a s u r y , w h o , p e r h a p s , w e r e t h e chief peop le i n t e r -
e s t e d . Ho p o i n t e d o u t , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e T r e a s u r y 
h a d n e v e r h i t h e r t o p u t f o r w a r d such a s c h e m e i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e r e 
m u s t be g r a v e d i f f i cu l t i es in t h e w a y of i t s a d o p t i o n . W i t h 
r e g a r d t o t a k i n g s t e p s t o s e c u r e a p ro f i t o n l oans s u c h a s h a d 
been r e f e r r e d t o , t h e T r e a s u r y h a d h a d e x p e r i e n c e of t h e 
d i s a s t r o u s r e su l t s t h a t m i g h t fo l low o n s u c h a cou r se . H o w e v e r , 
h e i n v i t e d t h e C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e t o s u b m i t t o h i m a d e f i n i t e 
s c h e m e , w h i c h , if i t s e e m e d p r a c t i c a b l e , h e w o u l d h a v e p l e a s u r e 
in s u b m i t t i n g t o t h e T r e a s u r y . 

T h e d e p u t a t i o n t h e n t h a n k e d Lord Crewe a n d w i t h d r a w . 

C E N T R A L L A N D A S S O C I A T I O N . 
Mr. W a l t e r Long, M.P . , p r e s i d e d on J u l y 14th , a t t h e a n n u a l 

gene ra l m e e t i n g of t h e m e m b e r s of t h e C e n t r a l L a n d Assoc ia t ion , 
he ld b y pe rmi s s ion of t h e E a r l of Ons low, a t 7, R i c h m o n d T e r r a c e , 
W h i t e h a l l . A m o n g those p r e sen t w e r e t h e E a r l of Ons low, t h e 
E a r l of Denbigh , t h e E a r l of H a r o w o o d , L o r d W i l l o u g h b y de E r e s b y . 
L o r d S h u - b o r n e , L o r d H a s t i n g s , L o r d S t . L e v a n , L o r d C l i n t o n , 
L ird D igby , Sir C h a r l e s Morr i son-Bel l , Sir F r e d e r i c k C'awley, M . P . , 
Mr . M. H i c k s - B e a c h , M.P . , Mr. Char les B a t h u r s t , M.P . , Mr. E . C. 
M s y s i y - T h o m p s o n , M.P. , Mr. D. D a v i e s , M . P . , Mr . A lmer i c 
P a g e t , M.P . , Mr. B. E . P e t o , M.P . , Mr. J . F . M a s o n , M . P . , Mr. 
C h r i s t o p h e r T u r n o r , a n d Mr . W i l l i a m A. H a v i l a n d , s e c r e t a r y . 

I n the t h i r d a n n u a l r e p o r t t h e C o m m i t t e e s t a t e d t h a t t h e m e m b e r -
s h i p of t h e Associa t ion h a d been cons ide rab ly i nc reased , t h e r e 
be ing n o w 1,011 m e m b e r s , a s c o m p a r e d w i t h 859 in 1909, a n d t h e r e 
w a s a n increase of £1 ,255 in t h e Assoc ia t ion ' s F u n d s . I n t h e H o u s e 
of C o m m o n s t h e r e were 103 m e m b e r s of t h e Assoc ia t ion , a s aga ins t 
61 a y e a r ago. 

Mr. WALTER LONG c o n g r a t u l a t e d t h e m e m b e r s u p o n t h e satis-
f a c t o r y pos i t ion of t h e Associat ion. T h e y were u n d o u b t e d l y face t o 
f ace w i t h a n e w d e v e l o p m e n t in regard t o t h e o w n e r s h i p of land. 
T h e r e h a d r e c e n t l y b e e n a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r of sa les 
of e s t a t e s . T h e sales h a d b e e n b e t w e e n t h e o w n e r a n d occup i e r , 
a n d n o t b e t w e e n t h e o w n e r a n d some n e w p u r c h a s e r . I t w o u l d 
n o t , h e t h o u g h t , be f a i r t o s a y t h a t w a s i m m e d i a t e l y a n d d i r e c t l y 
t h e r e s u l t of t h e p a s s i n g of t h e F i n a n c e A c t , b u t i t w a s f a i r t o s a y 
t h a t t h e F i n a n c e A c t w i t h t h e r e v e l a t i o n of t h e n e w a t t i t u d e 
of P a r l i a m e n t a n d t h e g o v e r n i n g p a r t y in P a r l i a m e n t t o w a r d s 
l a n d h a d g i v e n a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p e t u s t o t h a t m o v e m e n t . 
T h e e f f e c t w a s t h a t e s t a t e s h i t h e r t o h e l d b y o n e o w n e r , a n d 
c o n d u c t e d b y o n e i n d i v i d u a l u p o n a de f in i t e s e t of p r inc ip le s , 
w o u l d in f u t u r e bo h e l d b y a l a rge n u m b e r of peop le , a n d t h a t t h e 
c e n t r a l m a n a g e m e n t of t h a t t r a c t of l a n d — l a r g e o r s m a l l — w o u l d 
neces sa r i l y be o n d i f f e r e n t l ines t o t h o s e w h i c h h a d h i t h e r t o been 
p u r s u e d . T h a t m e a n t in a s m a l l w a y a r e v o l u t i o n in r e g a r d t o 
t h o t e n u r e of l a n d . T h e f a c t t h a t t h o s e sa les h a d t a k e n p lace , 
a n d a v a r i e t y of o t h e r s a l so , i n c r e a s e d t h e responsibility i m p o s e d 
u p o n t h e A s s o c i a t i o n in t h e i n t e r e s t s of i t s m e m b e r s . T h e v 
w e r e n o t o n l y ca l l ed u p o n t o see t h a t o w n e r s of l a n d were p r o t e c t e d 
a n d ab le t o h o l d t h e i r o w n , b u t w h a t w a s of f a r g r e a t e r i m p o r t a n c e 
t h a t t h e l a n d , a s a g r e a t n a t i o n a l asse t , s h o u l d be p r o s p e r o u s , a n d 
n o t a d e c a d e n t s o u r c e of w e a l t h . Ho w a s a be l i eve r in t h e p r e s e n t 
s y s t e m of l a n d o w n e r s h i p , because t h e o w n e r s h i p of l a n d in t h e 
h a n d s of a n i n t e l l i g e n t a n d pub l i c sp i r i t ed p e o p l e w a s g e n e r a l l y fo r 
t h e g o o d of t h e c o m m u n i t y . Money w a s s p e n t o f t e n w i t h o u t 
r e t u r n a t a l l u p o n i m p r o v e m e n t a n d f r e q u e n t l y u p o n t h e e m -
b e l l i s h m e n t of e s t a t e s f r e q u e n t l y fo r t h e a d v a n t a g e of t h o s e w h o 
o c c u p i e d f a r m * a n d livod o n t h e m . T h e m o m e n t e s t a t e s w e r e 
b r o k e n a n e n d w a s p u t t o all i n c e n t i v e t o t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of 
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money u p o n t h e m . If e s t a t e s were to be d ivided u p in to small 
ownerships i t wou ld lie necessary t h a t t he re should be combina-
t ion to give the owners of the l a n d the knowledge and a d v a n t a g e s 
they could n o t have . I t m i g h t be be t to r to h a v e fifty owne r s of 
es ta tes r a t h e r t h a n one, b u t if t h a t were t r u e i t could only be of 
value to t h e n a t i o n by some combina t ion which was p repa red 
t o take t h e place of t h e ind iv idua l owners . T h a t was a s t rong 
reason for t h e exis tence of associa t ions like theirs . The re was 
opening ou t before t h e m a new l a n d scheme, a n d it would depend 
very m u c h u p o n the i r e f fo r t s a s t o h o w fa r i t would be real ly suc-
cessful, n o t on ly t o t h e individual , bu t t o the na t ion as a whole. 
I t was because he bel ieved t h e y were able to t ake a ve ry useful 
and pract ical p a r t in the w o r k before t h e m t h a t he c o m m e n d e d 
the Associat ion. I t was a non-pol i t ical body , which h a d for i ts 
ob jec t not the p romot ion of the in te res t s of a class, or t h e advance-
m e n t of the pos i t ion of a n y ind iv idua l , but the pro tec t ion of one 
of the g r e a t e s t indus t r i e s of t h e c o u n t r y — t h e one i n d u s t r y t o 
which, he bel ieved, t h e y m u s t look n o t only for the i r na t i ona l 
prosper i ty , b u t t h e provis ion of those me n a n d women upon 
whose shoulders would res t the responsibi l i ty a n d task of secur ing 
the f u t u r e of t h e Empi re . (Hea r , hear . ) 

Mr. CHARLES BATHURST, M.P. , in moving a vote of t h a n k s to 
tho cha i rman , emphas i sed t h e f a c t t h a t t h e Cent ra l L a n d Asso-
ciat ion was n o t a p r o p e r t y defence society. In his opin ion the 
d a y of p rope r ty defence associa t ions as ac t ive fac tors in polit ics was 
over. T h e s t r e n g t h of landed in te res t s in t h e f u t u r e would depend 
to a large e x t e n t u p o n those w h o were in s y m p a t h y wi th the 
indus t ry of ag r i cu l tu re and n o t so m u c h upon t hose who occupied 
and worked u p o n the i r l and . I t was by t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of the 
indus t ry t h a t t h e y could best secure t h e p rospe r i t y of t h e land-
owning class. Refe r r ing t o t h e in to lerable g r o w t h of local 
t axa t ion , Mr. B a t h u r s t said t h a t du r ing t h e sho r t t ime t h a t he 
had been a m e m b e r of t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s lie f o u n d t h e 
u rban e lement w a s still ve ry s t rong , a n d t h e mos t pecul iar ways 
were found of spend ing money . H e foresaw Bills being b r o u g h t 
liefore P a r l i a m e n t based u p o n imprac t icab le theor ies by u r b a n 
faddis ts , a n d t h e Centra l L a n d Associat ion could n o t b e t t e r 
d i rec t i ts energies t h a n in t h e e n d e a v o u r to resist t h e develop-
m e n t of u r b a n f add i sm. (Hea r , hear . ) 

M R . H A L D A N E O N T A R I F F R E F O R M . 

Speaking a t a conference of F ree T r a d e r s held a t the H o l b o r n 
R e s t a u r a n t on J u l y 18th, a t which a b r a n c h of t h e F ree T r a d e 
Union for N o r t h a n d W e s t L o n d o n a n d Middlesex was fo rmed , 
Mr. H a l d a n e said : — 

There were a r g u m e n t s p u t f o r w a r d for w h a t was called Tariff 
R e f o r m wh ich app l ied to a g rea t m a n y people. There was, for 
example , t h e ques t ion bf t h e Empi re . I t was wonder fu l w h a t a 
vas t n u m b e r of persons were car r ied a w a y by a s e n t i m e n t a n d 
did n o t look t o see on w h a t f o u n d a t i o n s of reason t h a t s e n t i m e n t 
rested. W a s Tariff R e f o r m such a good th ing for t h e E m p i r e ? 
He ques t ioned w h e t h e r t w e n t y pe r cent , of the people who said 
i t was could give t h e m a n in te l l igent g r o u n d for the belief. 
A v a s t n u m b e r of people imag ined t h a t Tariff R e f o r m m e a n t a 
sys tem u n d e r which t h e y were t o t r a d e f reely wi th Canada , 
Aust ra l ia , a n d o t h e r p a r t s of t h e E m p i r e u n h a m p e r e d by a n y 
duties , a n d to impose du t i e s fo r t h e benef i t of the E m p i r e as a 
whole aga ins t t h e foreigner . T h a t h a d n o t h i n g , t o d o w i th 
Tariff R e f o r m . The re was no t a lk of F r e e T r a d e wi th in the 
Empi re u n d e r Tariff R e f o r m . W h a t was t a lked of was t h e 
he ightening of du t i e s all r o u n d aga ins t t h e foreigner , b u t t h e 
ma in t enance of the i r level a m o n g themselves . As t h e y saw-
when t h a t m a t t e r was discussed in Aus t ra l i a no t long ago, Pre fe r -
ence was only a re la t ive term in t h a t sense. They , whose m a i n 
in teres t was t h e welfare of w h a t was t h e h e a r t of the E m p i r e 
a f t e r all, were n o t deal ing wi th a s t a t e of th ings in which they 
could look a w a y f r o m t h e r e s t of the wor ld o t h e r t h a n t h e 
Empire . W h e n all was said a n d done, t h e large p ropor t ion of 
the i r t r a d e w a s w i th t h e wor ld outs ide t h e E m p i r e . A n o t h e r 
considerat ion, o f t e n le f t o u t of accoun t , was t h a t o t h e r g r e a t 
na t ions which were deve lop ing the i r indus t r i e s were a iming a t 
a g rea t e x p o r t t r ad e , pa r t i cu l a r ly of m a n u f a c t u r e d art icles, a n d 
they could n o t sell those excep t in exchange for o t h e r th ings 
which t h e y t o o k in, and if t h e y looked a t t h e figures t h e y bore 
ou t the inev i t ab le consequence of the principle t h a t t h e more 
the foreign t r a d e of foreign count r ies deve loped t h e more the i r 
own in teres ts compel led t h e m to open the i r m a r k e t s so a s t o 
t ake in exchange t h e th ings t h e y wan ted . So t h a t process of 
pu t t i ng U]i bar r ie rs would never s t op a large reciprocal t r a d e in 
those cases, a n d t h e y were n o t even in sight of the t ime when 

Br i t i sh t r a d e would be exclusively w i t h the o the r coun t r i e s 
wi th in t h e E m p i r e a n d on ly to a smal l e x t e n t w i t h o t h e r coun t r i e s 
ou ts ide i t ; a n d if t h a t were so t h e y did well to t a k e care t h a t 
t h e y did no t exchange t h e subs t ance for t h e shadow. He should 
IK? so r ry if it were t h o u g h t t h a t lie was not in s y m p a t h y wi th 
the idea of t h e u n i t y of t h e E m p i r e , bu t lie bel ieved t h e E m p i r e 
was not like a mach ine , b u t w as like a grea t l iving organism, t h e 
p a r t s of which fitted in to e a c h o t h e r and co-opera ted in the fulfil-
m e n t of t h e c o m m o n ends of t h e life of t h e E m p i r e as a whole. 
( H e a r , hear . ) He believed t h a t process would m a n i f e s t itself 
in t h e most m a r k e d degree if t h e y could on ly secure t h a t t hose 
pu rposes were clearly and ra t iona l ly s t u d i e d a n d unde r s tood by 
all t h e c o n s t i t u e n t p a r t s of the E m p i r e a n d were of such a k i n d 
a s could be a d o p t e d by t h e E m p i r e as a whole. In o the r w o r d s 
i t was n o t on mechan ica l s t imuli t ha t the wel fa re of the Empi re 
d e p e n d e d . (Hear , hear . ) By all m e a n s le t t h e m encourage 
cables, ra i l roads, s t e a m s h i p services, a n d e v e r y t h i n g t h a t 
f ac i l i t a t ed t r a d e be tween the d i f f e ren t p a r t s of the Km pi re ; aye . 
a n d oven some th ing more . T h e r e was tiie g rea t quest ion of 
Impe r i a l defence, which gave a c o m m o n purpose a n d a c o m m o n 
g r o u n d on which the E m p i r e could weld itself toge ther . T h e r e 
was also the m a t t e r of the ex tens ion of the i r educa t iona l sys tem 
b y t h e co-ordinat ion of the Univers i t i e s of t h e Empire . II was 
by those th ings t h a t t h e un i fy ing process could most surely go 
011, a n d while i t was going 011 th?y could leave t r a d e to t a k e ca re 
of itself. (Cheers.) H i b j l i eved t h e y wore on ly at the beginning 
of t h a t uni f ica t ion of tho E m p i r e , a n d he h a t e d the not ion t h a t 
t r i ed to b r ing the process down to t h e rigid rules of a tar iff 
sy s t em—(chee r s )—which were f a r more likely to increase f r ic t ion 
a n d quar re l s t h a n to b r ing a b o u t unif icat ion. (Cheers.) He 
h a d eonfid'inc.? t h ? E m p i r e would ho ld t o g e t h e r longer t h e more 
t i n y deve lop ?d those c o m m o n purposes a n d m a d e t h e m clear. 
If t h e y m a d e t h e m i n d of t h e E m p i r e clear a n d concen t ra t ed on 
i t s u n i t y i t would h a v e a p e r m e a t i n g influence which would m a k e 
men look a t the la rger t i l ings a n d t u r n the i r eyes a w a y f rom the 
smal ler , over wh ich confus ion a n d fr ic t ion would arise. (Cheers.) 

. . . . T h e y l ived now in changed t imes . Mr. Balfour h a d 
urged t h a t the basis of o u r t a x a t i o n was too nar row. There h a d 
been var ious answers t o t h a t . He had been re fe r red back to t h e 
old s t a t e of th ings when e v e r y t h i n g was t a x e d , which was broiul 
e n o u g h ; the re had been in t roduced o the r modes of a d j u s t i n g 
t a x a t i o n which he could no t discuss before a non-pol i t ical b o d y 
like t h a t , b u t some of which h a d b.ien work ing very well. B u t 
a f t e r all i t was t h e p u r i t y of t h e i r public life which was mos t at 
s t ake , a n d the h igh level to which i t h a d b?en b r o u g h t t h a t t h e y 
h a d t o ma in ta in . H e p u t i t t o t h e m t h a t t h e r e was no he lp t o 
t h e cause of t h e u n i t y of t h e E m p i r e in the proposed d e p a r t u r e 
f r o m t h e condi t ions which h a d m a i n t a i n e d t h a t pu r i ty , and k e p t 
the i r P a r l i a m e n t the model of all o the r P a r l i a m e n t s ; t h e pro-
posals n o w b. ' fore t h e m w j r e proposa ls t o rev ive a n a n t i q u a t e d 
a n d exp loded fa l lacy and no th ing more , a n d t h e change was only 
one in n a m e f r o m Pro tec t ion t o Tariff Reform. 

M R . L L O Y D G E O R G E O N D R E A R Y V I L L A G E S . 

Mr. L loyd George presided on J u l y 20 th a t a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y 
b a n q u e t given a t the Trocadero R e s t a u r a n t t o Sir J o h n P r i c h a r d 
J o n e s , in honour of the d is t inc t ion recent ly confer red u]M>n h i m 
by the K i n g a n d in recognit ion of his benefac t ions t o Wel sh 
educa t ion . Sir J o h n a n d he h a d one t h i n g in common, said tho 
Chancellor . T h e y were bo th b r o u g h t u p in a Wel sh village, a n d , 
in sp i te of the idealistic descr ip t ions of village life, they knew 
some th ing of the d r e a r y n igh ts of the village for the v a s t m a j o r i t y 
of t h e lads the re . The re were no clubs, n o i n s t i t u t e s—nowhere 
where the boys could t u r n for the i r e n t e r t a i n m e n t or ins t ruc t ion . 
T h e village s m i t h y was the i r only club. T h e y were p e r m i t t e d 
there so long as t h e y were n o t noisy, and w h e n they were t u r n e d 
o u t the re was no th ing lef t b u t t h e village br idge. (Laugh te r . ) 

Sir J o h n h a d r e m e m b e r e d t h a t , and w h e n he was in t h e 
posi t ion to do someth ing for liis vil lage, he se t an example which 
was well wor th fol lowing by those who were in a pos i t ion to so 
r e m e m b e r the cond i t ions they were b r o u g h t u p in. (Hear , hear . ) 
H e had es tabl i shed in his own vil lage an i n s t i t u t e , which was a 
model . There the lads had good l ibraries, c l u b rooms, a f ine 
hall , a n d there t h e y h a d a n excel lent l ib ra ry of classical works . 
He was per fec t ly ce r t a in t h a t if tho m a n who s t a r t e d in a vil lage 
a n d a f t e r w a r d s a t t a i n e d riches, d id for his village w h a t the g u e s t 
of the even ing had done, the re would be no need t o t a l k so m u c h 
a b o u t policies for t a k i n g t i n people back to t h e land. ( H e a r , 
hear . ) 
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N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

THE LAND VALUES GROUP IN PARLIAMENT. 
T h e L a n d Values P a r l i a m e n t a r y G r o u p have p repa red 

a Memorial for s igna tu re by M e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t , t o 
lie p r e sen t ed to t h e G o v e r n m e n t lie fore P a r l i a m e n t rises. 
T h e Memoria l expresses g ra t i f i ca t ion a t the e f fo r t s m a d e by 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t to pass the Budget in to law. It, urge's 
t h e exped i t i ng a n d publ i sh ing of t h e now va lua t ion of all 
land, a p a r t f r o m i m p r o v e m e n t s , so t h a t the long-promised 
R a t i n g R e f o r m m a y he proceeded with as quickly as possible. 
F u r t h e r , it a d v o c a t e s a genera l Budge t t a x on all l and va lues 
wi th the view to provid ing a f u n d for t h e abol i t ion of the Break-
f a s t Tab le Duties, a n d for fu rn i sh ing local au tho r i t i e s wi th relief 
f r o m ce r t a in services which m a y lie fair ly considered na t iona l . 
Mr. Lloyd George h a s a l r eady said t h a t the ques t ion of the re-
a d j u s t m e n t of local a n d na t iona l bu rdens m u s t lie faced in next 
y e a r ' s Budget , and the re fo re this d e m a n d of t h e L a n d Values 
G r o u p should require l i t t le a r g u m e n t with t h e G o v e r n m e n t . 

The Memorial should receive t h e s igna tu re s of a m a j o r i t y of 
t h e Members of the Coali t ion, a n d as soon as it lias been publ ished 
it will provide a valuable p r o g r a m m e for all R e f o r m e r s th rough-
out the c o u n t r y . It will lie the m e a n s n o t only of renewing 
the ag i ta t ion which t h e Budge t a roused , but also of br inging 
great munic ipal i t ies a n d local au tho r i t i e s once more out into the 
open ill f avou r of Ra t i ng R e f o r m . 

EAST DORSET BY ELECTION. 
The elect ion caused by t h e unsea t ing on pe t i t ion of Capta in 

t h e Hon. F. Gues t fo r E a s t Dorset took place on J u n e 30th. 
T h e result of t h e poll declared on J u l y Ist was as f o l l o w s ; — 

Majo r the H o n . 0 . H. C. Guest (Lib.) . . 0,907 
Colonel Nicholson (Con.) 0,375 

Majo r i t y . . . . . . 592 
F o r a couple of weeks previous t o the poll ing Mr. C h a p m a n 

W r i g h t c o n d u c t e d a n ac t ive c a m p a i g n in f avou r of t h e T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d Values on behalf of the U n i t e d Commi t t ee . Oil J u n e 21st 
lie was jo ined by Mr. A. 11. Weller , f resh f r o m the Har t l epoo l 
election. Some excel lent p r o p a g a n d a work was car r ied out , 
mee t ings were held, a n d a large q u a n t i t y of L a n d Values l i t e r a tu re 
d i s t r ibu ted . 

MANCHESTER. 
T h e fol lowing pa r t i cu la r s are t o h a n d f r o m t h e Secre ta ry of 

the Manches te r League for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values, 134, 
I Jeansgate. Manches ter . 

In add i t i on t o mee t ings a l r e a d y men t ioned in last m o n t h ' s 
issue, t h e u n d e r m e n t i o n e d h a v e been held :— 
June 21).—Boggart Hole Clougli, Win. Thomson and 1). Catterall. 

•• 30.—Economic Class Meeting, in Manchester Office. 
Ju ly 3.—Queen's Park . J . Bagot. W. Norman, and A. H. Weller. 

>• 4.—Bury League of Young Liberals, A. H. Weller. 
,, 4.—Great Harwood League of Young Liberals. J . Bagot. 
,. 7.—Economic Class Meeting, in Manchester Office. 
., 10.—Crowcroft Park, J . Navlor. J . E. Hutchinson, G. F. Musson, 

and A. H. Weller. 
„ 12.—Hyde League of Young Liberals, J . Bagot. 
„ 14.—Economic Class Meeting, in Manchester Office. 
„ 17.—Philips Park, W. Norman, O. O'Grady, 1). Catterall, A. 

l l in ton. and J . Navlor. 
>, IS.—Roc Green League of Young Liberals, A. H . Weller. 
„ 18.—Bury League of Young Liberals, D. Catterall. 
., 18—W. Salford League of Young Liberals, J . Bagot. 
„ 19—Conran Street Croft, 1). Catterall and A. H. Weller. 
„ 20.—Prestwicli League of Young Liberals. J . Bagot. 

20.—Great Harwood League of Young Liberals. A. II. Weller. 
„ 21.—Economic Class Meeting, in Manchester Office. 
„ 24.—Birchfields Park . W. Norman, D. Catterall, and A. H. 

Weller. 
„ 25.—Colne Vallev Liberal Council. Austerlands, A. H . Weller. 
„ 26.—Whitefield League of Yonng Liberals. A. H. Weller. 
„ 26.—Conran Street Croft . D. Catterall. (!. F. Musson, and 

O. O'Grady. 
„ 28.—Economic Class Meeting, A. Withy. 
„ 29.—Drovlsdcn League of Young Liberals. A. H. Weller. 
The t w o mee t ings at P res ton on J u l y 6 th a n d 13th were ve ry 

successful . On each occasion there was a n audience of about "a 
t h o u s a n d persons. 

U p t o t h e t ime of going t o press the fol lowing mee t ings h a v e 
been a r r anged :— 
Aug. 2.—Middleton League of Young Liberals, Dr. P. McDougall. 

3.—Great Harwood League of Young Liberals, A. H. Weller. 
4.—Economic Class Meeting. 7.30. in Manchester Office. 

„ 11. —Economic Class Meeting, 7.3", in Manchester Office. 
„ 17.—Great Harwood League of Young Liberals. Dr. P. 

McDougall. 

NEWCASTLE ON TYNE. 
In con junc t ion wi th t h e Uni t ed Commi t t ee , the Newcas t le 

Branch of t h e League for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land Values have 
decided to e x t e n d t h e scope of the i r ac t iv i t ies . I t is p roposed 
to open an office ill Newcast le as the he i idquar te r s of the 
" N o r t h e r n Land Values League . " Mr. Will iam Re id of Glasgow 
has been a p p o i n t e d p e r m a n e n t secre tary , a n d t h e L e a g u e will 
ope ra t e f r o m Newcast le in t h e four N o r t h e r n counties , Cumber -
land, W e s t m o r l a n d , N o r t h u m b e r l a n d , a n d D u r h a m . The 
business of o rganisa t ion is progressing sat isfactor i ly , a n d we 
shall lie able t o give f u r t h e r pa r t i cu la r s of th i s new m o v e m e n t 
la ter . Meanwhile, Mr. R i c h a r d Brown a n d his co-workers a t 
Newcas t le are t o lie hea r t i ly c o n g r a t u l a t e d on the progress 
t h e y h a v e m a d e in the pas t yea r s in p r o p a g a t i n g t h e m o v e m e n t 
in the Tynes ide dis t r ic t . W i t h Mr. Reid as Secre ta ry , even 
g rea te r and more successful e f for t s are an t i c ipa ted . 

WALES. 
U n d e r the auspices of t h e new Welsh C o m m i t t e e for the 

T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, Mr. Ed . Me Hugh has addressed t h e 
fol lowing o|KMi-air m e e t i n g s : 15th J u l y , Ffores t fach ; 19th , 
Mer thy r Vale ; 20 th , Ys t a l e f r a : 21st . Gorseinon ; 23rd , Aber-
d a r e : 26 th , M e r t h y r ; 27 th , Abercarn ; 28 th , Newpor t . 

YORK. 
From J u l y 4 th to 8 th inclusive, Mr. Ski r row conduc ted a n open-

a i r c a m p a i g n in f a v o u r of t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values u n d e r 
t h e auspices of t h e Y o r k B r a n c h of the Engl ish League . T h e 
sec re t a ry of t h e League wr i tes t h a t t h e campa ign was m o s t 
effect ive, t h e ave rage a t t e n d a n c e be ing be tween t w o a n d th ree 
h u n d r e d . The audiences d i sp layed a n intel l igent interest- and 
were obv ious ly impressed. 

LITERATURE DISTRIBUTION. 
Our d i s t r i bu t i on of l i t e ra ture is s teadi ly proceeding, f ou r t een 

cons t i tuenc ies h a v e been covered or a r t near ing comple t ion . 
All r e p o r t s show t h a t our leaflets are hea r t i ly welcomed all over 
t h e c o u n t r y . The h a r d w o r k is j u s t beginning a n d we are 
ce r t a in t o have large d e m a n d s f rom m a n y divis ions d u r i n g the 
a u t u m n . N u m e r o u s inquir ies come to h a n d f r o m all k i n d s of 
poli t ical a n d social o rgan i sa t ions a n d it is pa r t i cu la r ly sa t i s fac to ry 
t o not ice the in te res t which w o m e n are t a k i n g in the work . I n 
one cons t i tuency t w o ladies have u n d e r t a k e n the d i s t r ibu t ion 
t h r o u g h o u t the divis ion which is rura l , a n d a t p r e s e n t — T o r y . 
W e hope a n d believe t h a t t h e i r exh ib i t ion of courage and devo t ion 
will f ind m a n y imi t a to r s . 

Wr i t i ng t o Mr. Cawood on J u l y 8 th . Sir Alf red Mond said : — " I 
have du ly received the leaflets a t Swansea, and shall lie glad if 
y o u will i n fo rm the Uni ted Commit tee t h a t I a m ex t remely obliged 
for tli - o p p o r t u n i t y of p u t t i n g the ease for t h e Taxation" of I .and 
Valu H so popular ly ye t completely before m y const i tuency. The 
leaflets have been very careful ly d is t r ibu ted and have aroused 
much interest in the t own . " 

MIDLAND LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
Since t h e l a s t report t h e L e a g u e s p e a k e r s h a v e used e v e r y 

o p p o r t u n i t y wh ich t h e w e a t h e r al lowed of urging the t a x a t i o n lif 
l a n d va lues a t open-a i r meet ings , e i the r f r o m thei r own plat-
fo rm, or unde r the auspices of the local Libera l Associat ions. 

Messrs. T. I i . Stokes, Berna rd Grigg. a n d J . C. Willis a re 
energet ica l ly co -opera t ing wi th C h a p m a n W r i g h t , the Sec re t a ry , 
in en l igh ten ing n o t only the Conservat ives a n d those w h o a r e 
indi f ferent to polit ics, but also those Libera ls who have n o t v e t 
realised t h a t o u r reform is the on ly one which will have a n y real 
e f fec t on the cond i t i ons of the masses, a n d the one which will 
win elect ions in the Midlands in town a n d c o u n t r y a l ike by 
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS. 
O U . l i r i x i R T (to N K W ) : " A H , M Y B O Y , Y O U ' L L N E V E R B E T H E B U D G E T / W A S . I N M Y 

T I M E W E H A D T O F I G H T F O R O U R S K I N S . I W A S O U T F N X T N E T E E N - N I N E " 

[Reproduced by special permission of the Proprietors of P U N C H . ] 
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prov ing t h a t tho L ibera l c a n d i d a t e " m e a n s bus iness ," a n d does 
n o t i n t end t o " fool " t h e people w i th q u a c k remedies . 
Juno 24. West Bromwieh : T. R. Stokes and Bernard Grigg. 

.. 28, 29, Ju ly 4. Birmingham : Chapman Wright . 
.Inly 7. West Bromwieh: T. R. Stokes and Chapman Wright. 

» 8. Balsall I fea th : Chapman Wright . 
». 9. Handsworth : 'I'. R . Stokes and Chapman Wright. 

I I , 12 and 111. Bi rmingham: Chapman Wright. 
14. (, 'akemore: T. R. Stokes. 

„ 15. West Bromwieh : J . 0 . Willis, T. R. Stokes, and ( hapman 
Wright. 

10. Lightwoods: T. R. Stokes. 
18. West Bromwith : T. R. Stokes. 

„ 19. Stourbridge: B. Grigg, Chapman Wright. J . C.Will is , 
T. R. Stokes. 

21. West Bromwieh : Bernard Grigg. 

F R E E T R A D E C O N G R E S S A T A N T W E R P . 

At, t h e I ' l iv T r a d e Congress t o be held at A n t w e r p , 9 ih t o 
121 h Augus t , a b o u t 30 de lega tes will l>o presen t f r o m t h e Un i t ed 
C o m m i t t e e a n d the va r ious l e a g u e s for t h e T a x a t i o n of Land 
Vahies. On behalf of t h e Un i t ed C o m m i t t e e a pape r on " T h e 

sh ip of Land Values T a x a t i o n t o Free T r a d e " will lie 
s u b m i t t e d by Mr. F redk . Ver indcr , Sec re ta ry of the English 
l/eagiie. Mr. Ver inder h a s given a m a s t e r l y expos i t ion of his 
sub jec t . it is a m o s t r e adab l e d o c u m e n t , a n d a va luab le contr i -
but ion t o the l i t e ra tu re of t h e m o v e m e n t . T h e accep t ance of 
Mr. Vcr inder ' s paj ier by such a Congress indicates clearly t h e 
onward m a r c h of o u r ideas, a n d o u r pract ical proposals for t h e 
a c h i e v e m e n t of real f ree t r a d e . 

S C O T T I S H N O T E S A N D N E W S . 

K D 1 N B U R G H A N I ) D I S T R I C T . 
F r o m 11th to 23rd J u l y , on behalf of t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e 

a n d t h e E d i n b u r g h L e a g u e for t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, 
Mr Fred Sk i r row c o n d u c t e d open-a i r mee t ings in E d i n b u r g h 
a n d d is t r ic t . D u r i n g t h e f i rs t week mee t ings were he ld in Ed in -
burgh on six even ings a n d du r ing t h e second week meet ings 
7 a ? 118 f o , l o w s : M o n d a y , 18th, H a y m a r k e t , E d i n b u r g h ; 
19th, T h e Cross, C u p a r : 2 0 t h , B o n n y r i g g ; 21st , P r e s t o n p a n s • 
22nd L o a n h e a d ; 23rd , Da lke i th . T h e mee t ings were successful 
a n d l i t e r a tu re was d i s t r i b u t e d in e a c h of t h e localities visited 
as well a s a t t h e meet ings . Mr. Sk i r row wr i tes : " T h e audiences 
h a v e been large a n d t h e g rowing in t e re s t in a n d popu la r i t y of 
o u r cause is eve rywhere a p p a r e n t . " T h e a r r a n g e m e n t of 
t h e mee t ings was in t h e h a n d s of Sir. G. A r n o t t - E a d i e 
a n d Mr. W. J . Young . In connec t ion w i th the campa ign 
the Edinburgh League d i s t r i b u t e d 40,000 leaflets. Mr. 

• Price, M.P. . wro te c o n g r a t u l a t i n g t h e League on tliis 
exce l len t work . All t h e mee t ings were well reported in the 
E D I N B U R G H E V E N I N G N E W S . 

An i m p o r t a n t m e e t i n g of t h e execu t ive of the Sco t t i sh League 
was held in Glasgow on W e d n e s d a y , 7 t h inst . Mr. J o h n Pau l 
was p re sen t a n d gave an in t e re s t ing accoun t of h o w t h e U n i t e d 
C o m m i t t e e was dea l ing w i t h t h e d i s t r i bu t i on of l i t e ra tu re in 
E n g l a n d a n d Wales. T h e response h a d been mos t e n c o u r a g i n g 

I t was a r r a n g e d t h a t t h e Sco t t i sh L e a g u e should u n d e r t a k e 
the work of d i s t r i bu t ion in Scot land . T h e in te res t a n d desire 
for i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values grows upon 
w h a t it feeds, a n d t h e d i s t r ibu t ion of t h e se t s of leaflets on such 
a comprehens ive scale will create s t r e n g t h for t h e m o v e m e n t 
eve rywhere . 

The League have dec ided to issue a m a n i f e s t o t o the people of 
Glasgow on t h e reactionary decision t a k e n bv the Corpora t ion 
to devo te t h e t r a m w a y s su rp lus t o t h e relief of ra tes . 

I n th i s reaction t h e in t e re s t a n d des i re of t h e l and lo rd h a v e 
preva i led fo r t h e m o m e n t . T h e r e h a s been some d i sun ion 
amongst the Progressives themselves on the question of allocation 
of the tramway surplus. Buta little organisation anda vigorous 
agitation for the November elections will do much to bring 
Glasgow Councillors to reason on the subject. 

The Lord Advoca t e ' s pos tponed mee t ing a t Glasgow will be 
held in St. Andrew ' s Hal ls in October , d a t e n o t y e t fixed. The 
mee t ing will lie unde r the auspices of the U n i t e d Committee for 
t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, the Sco t t i sh Libera l Association, 
a n d t h e Glasgow Libera l Council . Mr. Lire's s u b j e c t will be the 
r e l a t ionsh ip of L a n d Values T a x a t i o n t o F r e e Trade . Housing, 
and U n e m p l o y m e n t . 

P R E S E N T A T I O N T O L O R D A D V O C A T E . 

On .June 27 th the U n i t e d Commit tee e n t e r t a i n e d a n u m b e r 
of f r iends a n d suppor t e r s a t the i r new offices. The occasion 
served for a k ind of official opening of t h e new offices a n d also 
for the p resen ta t ion of a n i l lumina ted address to t h e L o r d 
Advocate . A b o u t f i f ty persons were present t o p a r t a k e of t ea 
a m o n g whom were : The Lord Advoca te , Mr. J . C. W e d g w o o d , 
M P., a n d Mrs. Wedgwood , Mr. D u n d a s Whi t e , M.P. , Aid. P . W . 
R a f f a n , M.l ' . , Mr. H . G . Chancellor , M.P. , Mr. W. P . Byles, M.P. , 
Mr. and Mrs. J o s e p h Fels, Mr. C r o m p t o n LI. Davies , Mr. a n d 
Mrs. Coates, Mr. a n d Mrs. Ear l Barnes , Mr. and Mrs. Berens , 
Mr. Yancey Cohen, Mr. a n d Misses Ver inder , Mr. A. L u m l e y , 
Mr. F. CVilly, Mr. W. R. l i s t e r , Mr. C. H . Smi thson , Ex-Bai l ie 
P e t e r Bur t , J . P . , Mr. Geo. Orr, a n d Mr. J o h n Pau l . Mr. 
C r o m p t o n LI. Dav ies occupied t h e chair , a n d on behalf of t h e 
Uni t ed Commi t t ee presen ted to the Lord Advoca t e a n i l lumina ted 
addres s in t o k e n of the services he h a s rendered t o t h e m o v e m e n t 
for the T a x a t i o n of Land Values. The Lord Advoca te accep ted 
the address in a speech full of genial good h u m o u r . O t h e r 
speeches, express ing apprec ia t ion of t h e Lord Advoca te ' s services, 
sa t i s fac t ion at. t he progress m a d e by the m o v e m e n t a n d ind ica t ing 
t h e line of ac t ion in the f u t u r e were del ivered b y Mr. W e d g w o o d . 
Mr. D u n d a s W h i t e , Ex-Bai l ie Bur t , Mr. Fels'. Mr. Byles, Mr, 
Smi thson , Mr. P a u l a n d o thers . 

T h e new offices of t h e U n i t e d Commi t t ee are in t h e same 
bui lding as t h e previous offices, a n d comprise a suite of six large 
rooms , th i s increased a c c o m m o d a t i o n hav ing been r ende red 
necessary owing to the increase of t h e staff a n d the g rea t ly 
increased scope of the U n i t e d Commi t t ee ' s work . 

Tho text of the addres s presented t o the L o r d Advoca te 
was as follows :— 
T H E U N I T E D C O M M I T T E E F O R T H E T A X A T I O N OF L A N D V A L U E S 

TO T H E R T . H O N . A L E X A N D E R U R E , K . C . , M . P . , L O R D 
A D V O C A T E . 
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, wish to r eco rd o u r a d m i r a t i o n and 

g r a t i t u d e for the powerfu l , courageous a n d ef fec tua l a id which 
you have rendered t o the m o v e m e n t for the T a x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values. 

THE R e p o r t of t h e Select Commi t t ee on the Scot t ish L a n d 
Values Bill, 1900, of which you were Cha i rman , first m a r k e d 
you ou t as a m a s t e r of t h e principle a n d i ts appl ica t ion . 

THEN you alone among the Ministers of the Crown f aced and 
carr ied t h r o u g h the difficult p ioneer work of exp la in ing the 
mean ing a n d impor t ance a n d just ice of t h e r e fo rm to t h e E lec tors 
f r o m t h e publ ic p l a t fo rm. 

WITH a rare public spir i t y o u never spa r ed yourself , b u t wi th 
unfai l ing cour te sy a n d k indness you responded to all t h e h e a v v 
calls on you . 

YOUR clear, exhaus t ive , unanswerab le speeches, spiced wi th 
genial h u m o u r a n d del ivered w i th infec t ious en thus i a sm, have 
p roved irresist ible in Eng land , Scot land a n d I re land , a n d h a v e 
c h a r m e d a n d convinced audiences large a n d small in t o w n and 
c o u n t r y , till y o u r n a m e a n d words h a v e become fami l ia r t o all, 
a n d are held in g ra t e fu l h o n o u r by t ens of t h o u s a n d s of y o u r 
fellow Citizens. 

WF. who were presen t a t those meet ings a n d helped to organise 
t h e m will never forge t t h e m a n d we regard our associat ion wi th 
t h e m as some of t h e mos t inspir ing and successful of our poli t ical 
work . 

THE educa t i on of tho E lec to ra t e by y o u r speeches du r ing 
the t w o preced ing yea r s p repa red the r e m a r k a b l e welcome 
which was given t o t h e Budge t , and m a d e possible the t r i u m p h a n t 
campa ign this y e a r which h a s res tored the f o r t u n e s of the L ib ral 
P a r t y . 

AN o u t s t a n d i n g proof of y o u r success a n d of the d i s m a v 
which y o u r w o r k and influence have inspired in the s u p p o r t e d 
of privilege a n d reaction h a s been given in the d a s t a r d l y a n d 
v e n o m o u s a t t a c k m a d e u p o n you by Mr. Balfour . T h a t a t t a c k 
lias es tabl i shed y o u more f i rmly in the regard of y o u r F r i e n d s 
a n d Suppor te r s . I t has served as the occasion for you t o c rown 
y o u r services in the cause of progress by y o u r magn i f i cen t 
v ind ica t ion of t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s policy a n d of y o u r own con-
s is tency a n d h o n o u r in t h a t speech in the House of C o m m o n s 
on t h e T h i r d R e a d i n g of t h e F inance Bill, which in the opin ion 
of those who h e a r d i t was one of the finest pieces of o r a t o r y 
a n d one of t h e m o s t signal P a r l i a m e n t a r y t r i u m p h s of o u r t ime. 

WITH the express ion of our sincere "grati tude a n d persona l 
a t t a c h m e n t , a n d the conf ident hope t h a t you will soon be called 
to an even liiglier posi t ion of honour and usefulness in t h e S t a t e . 

Here followed t h e s igna tures of t h e cha i rmen a n d secre tar ies 
of the mee t ings addressed by the Lord Advoca te a n d t h e signa-
t u r e s of t h e meml ie rs of t h e U n i t e d Commi t t ee . , 
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ENGLISH LEAGUE FOR THE TAXATION OF 
LAND VALUES. 

Annual Report for the year ended June 30th, 1910. 

THE twenty-seventh year of the League's existence marks 
a turning-point in the fortunes of the great Reform to the 
accomplishment of which its activities are devoted. It has 
been a year of most strenuous endeavour and of solid 
progress. For it has seen the setting-up of the machinery 
for^that separate Valuation of Land which the League has 
always demanded as the necessary preliminary to the 
Taxation of Land Values. It is therefore with great satis-
faction in the past and hope for the future that the 
Executive submit their Twenty-seventh Report to- the 
members. 

The TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING was held in London 
on July 21st, 1909. Addresses were delivered by Mr. 
JOSIAH C. WEDGWOOD , M.l\ (retiring President), and by 
Mr. E. G. HEMMERDE, K.C., M.P., who was elected Presi-
dent for the ensuing year. A resolution in support of the 
Valuation proposals of the Finance Bill was spoken to by 
Mr. J . R . CLYNES, M . P . , M i . R . L . OUTHWAITE , a n d t h e 
Rev. THOS. H I L L , M.A. The hall was full and the meeting 
enthusiastic throughout. A very hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to the outgoing President " for his valued 
services during the past year in Parliament, in the Press, 
and on the Platform." 

The services which Mr. I IEMMERDE has rendered to the 
movement during his year of office, by his speeches in the 
House of Commons and in the constituencies, arc gratefully 
acknowledged by all friends of the movement. 

LECTURES have been delivered or MEETINGS addressed 
by the League speakers at the following places :— 

London (120); Abbo t s Langley (2), Aldbury , Alton (2), Ashtead 
(2), Aylesbury, Bardney , Barnoldswick (2), Barnsley, Bat lev , 
Bedmond, Biggleswade (5), Binbrook, Bingley, Birkenhead, Bishop's 
Stor t ford , Blackburn (3), Blandford , Bookham, Bournemou th (6), 
Bovington, Bradford (4). Briertield (2). Broom (Beds.), ! !uxton. 
Chelmsford, Chipperficld (2), Claygate (2), Cononley, Crewe, Croydon 
(3), Denholme, Devizes, Dorking, Ealing, Eas tbourne , Eas t H a m , 
Eas t Grinstcad, Epsom, Ewell, FamhiD, Glossop, Golear, Grain-
thorpe, Grassington, Great Misscnden, Hal i fax , Has t ings (4). Hatfield 
(2), Headley, Hemel Hemps tead (2), Henlow, H e m e Bay (3), He r sham, 
High Wycombe, Hi tchin (3), Honley , Hook, Hornsey, Horsfor th , 
Huddersfield (2), l l ford, Ipswich, Keighley (10), King 's Langley (3), 
Laycock, Lea therhead (2), Long Marston, Longwood, Loughton , 
Lou th (2), Mable thorpe , Market Rasen, Marsden, Miekleham, 
Mitcham, Nelson (2), Ne the r ton (2), Nor th Somercotes, N o t t i n g h a m , 
Oakworth , Osset t , Outlane, Oxenhope, Oxford, Oxshot t , Penis tone 
(2), Pinner , P res ton (2), Pudsey , Radcliffe, Reading, R ichmond 
(Surrey), R o t h e r h a m , Sandv, S a w a t t , Seven Kings, Shefford, Slough 
(3), Skipton, Southal l , Stafford, Stone, Su t ton (Surrey), Thorn ton , 
Tring, Tunbr idge Wells, Wakefield (4), Wa l thams tow (3), Wal ton-
on-the-Hill . Wal ton-on-Thames , Wes t H a m (2), Willesdcn, Win-
chester, Wilstone, Wragby , Worcester P a r k (2). 

This list would be much lengthened if it were possible to 
include the very large number of meetings addressed by 
m?mbers of the Loague during the two great Election 
campaigns of the year. The Branches of the League also— 
in Tyneside, in the Isle of Thanet, at Warrington, York, 
and Shrewsbury—and the affiliated local Leagues—at 
Manchester.* Liverpool, Bolton, Birmingham, Wolver-
hampton, and Portsmouth—all report numerous meetings 
(not included in the above list), arranged or addressed by 
th ir officers and members during the year. 

Th1 Executive desire to express their deep regret at the 
death of Mr. S. R. ALLISON, local Honorary Secretary at 
Margate, who contracted pneumonia while taking part in 
a canvass of the constituency organised by the Isle of 
Thanet Branch. 

* Former ly the Manchester Branch of the League. 

There has been some slackening in the demand for lectures 
since the death of K I N G EDWARD , but arrangements are 
already in hand for the renewal of the campaign on an 
extended scale in the coming autumn. An opportunity 
will be specially offered to Conservative Clubs of hearing 
and discussing the proposals of the League. 

The public discussions, now usually held in connection 
with the Quarterly Meetings of the CENTRAL COUNCIL, 
have this year been unusually successful. At the October 
meeting, th? GENERAL SECRETARY read a paper on " The 
Land Clauses of the Finance Bill as Amended." In 
January, a large public meeting gave a rousing reception 
to Mr. H E N R Y GEORGE , Junr., and Mr. Louis F. POST , who 
spoke on " The Issues and Results of the General Election," 
Mr. II. G. CHANCELLOR, M.P., fresh from his victory in 
Haggerston, being in the chair. At the April meeting, 
Mr. GODFREY COLLINS, M . P . , presiding, Mr. W. R. LESTER, 

! M.A., opened a discussion on " How the Budget makes 
possible the Untaxing of Industry." 

The Annual " H E N R Y GEORGE COMMEMORATION 
DINNER" was, this year, postponed till November 29th 
in order that it might also serve as a celebration of the 
passing of the Finance Bill by the House of Commons. 
Mr. CROMPTON L L . DAVIES and Mr. J O H N PAUL , Secretaries 
of the United Committee, were the guests of the evening. 
Both in point of numbers and of enthusiasm, the dinner was 
by far the most successful function of its kind ever organised 
by the League. Mr. C. II. SMITH,SON, who had just been 
returned unopposed to the Halifax Town Council, presided 
in the regretted but unavoidable absence of Mr. HKMMKRDK. 

The League was also well represented at the Dinners 
given by the United Committee in honour of Mr. H E N R Y 
GEORGE , Junr. (.July 12th, 1909), and of Mr. JOSEPH KELS 
and the Hon. TOM L. JOHNSON, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
(April 11th, 1910). 

The League took a very active part in the organising of 
the memorable H Y D E PARK DEMONSTRATION in support 
of the Laud Clauses of the. Budget (July 21th, 1909), and 
was represented in the deputation which presented th: 
Resolution, then passed, to Mr. Asquith (August 7th). 

The League's delegates have attended regularly the. 
meetings of the UNITED COMMITTEE of the Leagues, and 
have done their share of the magnificent work which has 
just been placed on record in the. Third Annual Report of 
the Committee, a copy of which may be obtained on applica-
tion to the League's office. Mr. F. SKIRROW—Yorkshire 
Agent of the League—now gives part of his time to organising 
and open-air work in various parts of the country, under 
the direction of the Westminster office. 

At the GENERAL ELECTION (January, 1910), 61 members 
of the League stood as candidates, of whom 39 were success-
ful. These included the President, two Past-Presidents, 
and six Vice-Presidents of the League. Some of the most 
noteworthy victories of the Election stand to the credit 
of our members. It is greatly to be regretted that Messrs. 
W. R. LESTER and R. L. OUTHWAITE failed to win the scats 
which they attacked so gallantlv. 

A month before the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTION 
(March, 1910), the Progressive leader, Sir J. W. BENN, 
declared that " at this election the Taxation of Land 
Values will come at the top of the Progressive programme." 
The League did its best, in co-operation with the United 
Committee, to secure the fulfilment of this forecast; and 
its special leaflets, as well as those issued by the Committee, 
were widely distributed in all the county electoral divisions. 
Many seats were won from the Moderates by candidates 
who stood for the rating of Land Values, and there are signs 
that this reform may secure the support even of some of the 
Moderate members. The Rev. STEWART IIEADLAM and 
Mr. A. L. LEON (members of the League) arc on the new 
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Council, and with them such staiwart friends of tho cause 
as the BARON DF, FOREST, Mr. PERCY A. HARRIS. Mr. R . C. 
LAMBERT, and MR. FRANK SMITH. 

Th sales of L I T E R A T U R E during the year have been the 
largest on record, amounting to about £574. Much of this 
has been sold at greatly reduced rates for election use. 
and, in addition, there has been a free distribution of leaflets, 
pamphlets, and posters, on a scale unprecedented in the 
history of the movement, for the use of members of the 
League, of affiliated clubs, and of friendly candidates. 
This work was rendered possible by the ready response of 
many members to a specif 1 appeal for funds. The Execu-
tive are specially grateful to Mr. T. F. WALKER, one of the 
founders of the League, for a generous donation of £70 to 
the Election Fund. 

A special feature of the recent electoral campaigns has 
been the large number of POSTERS dealing with the Taxation 
of Land Values. Liberal use was. of course, made of those 
issued by the United Committee, and several thousands of 
the famous "Duke" poster of the M O R N I N G L E A D E R — 
" What! Tax my Land ! "—were purchased and issued by 
the League. 

The office of the League is the headquarters of the L A N D 
V A L U E S P U B L I C A T I O N D E P A R T M E N T of the United Com-
mittee, and the chief publishing office of L A N D V A L U E S , 
the monthly organ of the movement. The circulation of 
the paper has greatly increased during the year, and steps 
arc now being taken which will, it is hoped, lead to a still 
larger increase of its sales in the near future. 

The following L E A F L E T S have been issued by the League 
since last report :— 

" A Marching Song for I .and Reformers." 
" A Famous Case a t Richmond " (4 pp.). 
" The L.C.C. Election (1010) and the Rating of Land Values." 
" Holding and Withholding." 

A Reasonable Proposal 
T o R E A L R A D I C A L S . 

The /tight People. 

Q People who believe in the Taxation of I.aial Values arc real 
radicals. That goes without saying. Real radicals arc true 
reformers. True reformers do their own thinking. Doing 
their own thinking fits them to properly place and appreciate the 
thoughts and opinions of others. Therefore the Publisher -if 
" The Open Road" puts this advertisement in "Land Values" 
with confidence, knowing that he mokes his announcement to the 
right people. Besides he is a leaguer himself. 

No Excuse Now. 

{J " '/'he Optn Road" is valued by many not so much tor what it tells 
them as for what it makes them think. It makes them 
think. Yes ! It (hies not do the thinking for them. You 
have only the Publisher's word for it, of course, unless you are 
already one of the many valuers. Sometimes Publishers ate 
right. This is a ease in point. But, considering this is the first 
time " /he Open Road" has been advertised in " / . a n a Values" 
and considering also that it has not been advertised much any-
where, it is not to be wondered at if you do not know " The Open 
Road." llowever, there is no excuse now. 

A Reasonable Proposal. 

(J^ This advertisement of " 7he Open Road" is not the last you arc 
likely to see. You may sec one next month. It all depends on 
you. In any case you will come across another in ibis issue, 
unless you won't read your journal right through. Which is 
unthinkable ! But here is a reasonable proposal. Buy one copy 
of " '/'he Open Road" and test the value of this advertisement. 
You may never have seen a copy before in your life. But it will 
certainly not be the last you will want to see. You will become a 
regular subscriber. Prove the truth of this prophecy. Send four 
penny stamps to the Publisher, C. W. DAKIKL, 3, Amen Corner, 
London, E.C., who will send you in return a copy o f " The Open 
Road " and other interesting matter, which will make you rejoice 
that you saw this advertisement. In another advertisement, 
which appears elsewhere in this issue, you will discover a new-
application of the principle of the pooling of advantages. The 
subscription to " The Open Road" is 3s. yearly. To the United 
States I Dollar. 

The " Marching Song " was adapted b\ the officers of 
the League from an American Anti-Poverty" song, set 
to the spirited tune of " Marching through Georgia." 
Large editions of it, with and without music, were after-
wards issued by the United Committee. There was an 
enormous demand for copies, and the singing of the " Land 
Song " soon became a recognised part of the proceedings 
at almost everv election meeting. Other Radical candi-
dates could probably say, as Mr. W E D G W O O D did, that 
" my opponent must have heard it even more often than I 
did i " The fact that, a commercial firm has thought it 
worth while to make a discaphone record of it is a 
testimonial to its popularity. 

The G E N E R A L SECRETARY of the League, besides giving 
a large number of lectures in many parts of the country 
has written two memoranda 011 the Finance Bill—" as 
introduced " and " as amended " ( L A N D VALUES, July and 
December, 1 9 0 9 ) ; two articles 011 "The Lords and the 
Budget" (for the L. V. Press Bureau) ; one on " The 
Budget and Land Values " ( D A I L Y N E W S Year Book, 1 9 1 0 ) , 

and a paper on " The Taxation of Land Values in its Rela-
tion to Free Trade " (to be. read 011 behalf of the " United 
Committee" at the International Free Trade Congress, 
Antwerp, August, 1910) ; as well as two leaflets for the 
League. 

The following R E S O L U T I O N S OH questions of policy have 
been adopted during the past year :— 

(1) " T h a t this Annual Meeting of the English League for the 
Taxation of Land Values welcomes the provisions in the Finance 
Bill for giving effect to Mr. Lloyd George's pledge ' to provide 
machinery for a complete valuation on a capital basis of the whole 
of the land in tho United Kingdom,' and urges the Government 
not to allow the Land Clauses of the Bill to be weakened in any way 
tha t may imperil the completeness and accuracy of the Valuation."— 
[Annual Meeting, July 21, 1909.] 

(2) " That this Meeting of Members and Friends of the E.L.T.L. V. 
thanks Mr. HENRY GEORGE, Junior, and Mr. Louis F . POST for 
their addresses; expresses its satisfaction a t the large majority in 
support of the Budget already returned in the General Election 
now drawing to a close; pledges its support to the Government in 
any measures tha t may be necessary to vindicate the sole right 
of the People's Representatives to control the finances of the country ; 
and urges the Government to complete the Valuation of Land as 
speedily as possible with a view to the early adoption of the Value 
of Land, apart from Improvements, as the basis of Local Rating."— 
[Essex Hall Meeting, January 28, 1910.] 

(3) " That the Executive of the E.L.T.L.V. protests against 
the proposal of the Improvements Committee of tho London County 
Council to sell a freehold now belonging to the Council to Sir J . 
Wolfe Barry, K.C.B., as it is against public interest that, Land Values 
which have become public property should be alienated into private 
hands."—[Executive, February 14, 1910.] 

(4) " That this Executive heartily congratulates the Rt . Hon. 
D. LLOYD GEORGE, Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the passing 
into law of the Finance Bill (1909-10); expresses its gratification 
a t the setting-up of machinery for the valuation on a capital basis 
of the whole of the land in the United Kingdom ; and urges the 
Government to complete the Valuation with all possible expedition, 
in order that it may be made the basis of such a system of taxation, 
national and local, as w ill relieve the materials, processes and results 
of industry from the burdens of taxation and rating."—[Executive, 
May 9, 1910.] 

The following organisations have become AFFILIATED to 
the League during the past year :— 

Midland Land Values League; Hudderslield Junior Liberal 
Association ; Portsmouth Working Men's Liberal Club; Aylesbury 
Liberal and Radical Association ; Slough and District Liberal and 
Radical Club ; Hyde Division League of Young Liberals. 

It is unnecessary to give here more than the briefest 
sketch of the great PARLIAMENTARY STRUGGLE, the story 
of which has been told in detail in the columns of L A N D 
VALUES. The Finance Bill passed its second reading on 
June 10th of last year. During its long and stormy passage 
through committee, Mr. L L O Y D G E O R G E made many " con-
cessions." and accepted, or himself proposed, many amend-
ments. But no amendment and 110 concession was allowed 
to imperil the one thing—the Valuation—which, from tin-
League's point of view, was the most valuable in the Bill. 
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It is quite true, as the CHANCELLOR himself said, that 
" there is no tax which we propose [in the. BillJ that H E N R Y 
GEORGE would have approved of." But the setting-up of 
a national machinery for a national Valuation of Land lays 
the foundation upon which the straight tax upon Land 
Values, of which H E N R Y GEORGE would have approved, 
may hereafter be based, and without which it would be 
impossible. The charge of sympathy with H E N R Y GEORGE 
— " L L O Y D GEORGE and H E N R Y GEORGE ! "—furnished the 
text for many attacks upon the Government, and it is an 
encouraging sign of our progress that a Cabinet Minister, 
speaking in a Midland constituency, boldly admitted the 
truth of the charge :— 

•' Land Re fo rm a n d Free T r a d e stood together . They stood 
together wi th HENRY GEORGE, wi th RICHARD COBDEN, and they 
stood together in t h e Liberal policy of t o - d a y . " — [ R t . Hon . WINSTON 
CHURCHILL a t Derby , J a n u a r y 11, 1910.] 

The third reading debate on the Budget Bill, on three days 
in last November, ended in its approval bv a majority of 230 
(379—119). 

After a debate extending over six days, the House of 
Lords, on November 30th, 1909, for the first time in its 
history, rejected a Budget, under the pretence of " sub-
mitting it to the judgment of the country." Dissolution 
and the election of a new House of Commons followed in 
January. In spite of the most formidable combination of 
vested interests which any Government has had to face for 
two generations, the Government came back with a solid 
majority in favour of the Budget. In the large towns and 
in the industrial districts of the North, where the land 
taxes were likely to be operative, the Liberal and Labour 
candidates mostly held their own. In the agricultural 
districts, where the valuation alarmed the landlords, and 
the ostentatious exemption of agricultural land from 
taxation showed that the Budget offered nothing to the 
labourers, the Government candidates lost ground. 

The Finance Bill, practically unaltered, was rc-introduced 
into the House of Commons. The second reading was 
debated and passed on April 25th (majority, 86). On 
April 27th the Commons passed the third reading by a 
majority of 93. The House of Lords, on April 28th, gave 
the Bill a second reading, and passed it through all its 
remaining stages without a division. It received the Royal 
assent on April 29th—tin anniversary of its first intro-
duction in the House of Commons. 

It remains only to add. to this rapid survey of the past 
year, a few words about the future. 

(1) As to POLICY. The Valuation is already in progress. 
We must urge the Government to complete it as quickly 
as possible, and to make, the results public. Then comes the 
question of the use to which the Valuation, when completed, 
is to be put. No real advance can be made till the National 
Valuation is available : for no possible increase of such 
taxes as the "Land Values Duties," imposed for valuation 
purposes in the 1909 -10 Budget will bring us any nearer a 
true Taxation of Land Values. 

The representatives of all the Leagues, who form the 
United Committee, are now considering the details of a 
practical programme for the immediate future (see L A N D 
VALUES , J u l y , 1910 , p . 26 ) . 

The reform of local rating on a Land Value basis is, of 
course, the first item in the programme. This does not 
mean the imposition of any new taxation whatsoever : it 

The I D E A L Policy 
IBHURD BT 

T h e C I T Y L I F E A S S T J B A N C E C O M P A N Y , L t d . 
{Formerly the British Hornet Assurance Corporation, Ltd.), 

TEOTIDIH 
LITF ASSURANCE W I T H O U T MEDICAL E X A M I N A T I O N . 

For full particulart of this unique scheme tend pott-card to 
M G R E G O R Y . M u n s c m u Direc tor . 6, Pau l St. , F i n s h u r v , L o n d o n , E .C. 

AGENTS WANTED.—EXCELLENT PROSPECTS 

is merely the re-adjustment of existing local taxation m 
such a way that it shall no longer penalise development 
and industry. Coupled with this, there should bo a national 
tax on Land Values, to be used, instead of the present 
system of " doles," for the re-adjustment of burdens as 
between the poor and the wealthy districts. (This proposal 
was made, and reasons for it given, in a manifesto on Rating 
Reform, issued bv the English League more than five years 
ago, and printed in L A N D VALUES , July, 1905. It will now 
be urged by the whole strength of the movement.) To 
these reforms must be added the repeal of the breakfast 
table duties, the revenue thus sacrificed being replaced by a 
tax on Land Values. 

(2) As to ORGANISATION . The North of England and 
the Midlands are already provided with local educational 
agencies. The Newcastle office, reorganised- and equipped 
with funds, will take charge of the four Northern Counties. 
Lancashire has centres at Manchester, Liverpool, Bolton 
and Warrington. Mr. SKIRROW is in charge of the Y o r k -
shire district. In the Midlands, there arc offices at Bir-
mingham and Wolverhampton. Wales is being organised 
bv the United Committee. It is on the Eastern, Southern, 
and Western Counties, and particularly on the agricultural 
districts, that the educational efforts of the League should, 
for some time to come, mainly be concentrated. The 
Executive appeals to all the members, and to the large 
number of sympathisers who are not yet members, for such 
an increase of personal effort and financial support as shall 
enable them to show as good a record of successful work in 
the future as in the year which has just closed. 

[All communications for the English League should be 
addressed to F B E D K . VERINDER . (ten. Sec., 376, Strand, 
London, W.C.] 

T h e A n n u a l R e p o r t of t h e Eng l i sh League, reportedabove, m a k e s 
i n t e r e s t i n g r e a d i n g , a n d Mr. Ver inde r , t h e Gene ra l S e c r e t a r y 
of t h e L e a g u e , is t o IK- w a r m l y c o n g r a t u l a t e d fo r s u c h 
a n e n c o u r a g i n g a c c o u n t of t h e y e a r ' s w o r k . Mr. V e r i n d e r h a s 
d o n e well, p a r t i c u l a r l y ill t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h e local d i s t r i c t 
mee t i ngs . H e is widely k n o w n as a n ab le a n d g i f t ed p l a t f o r m 
e x p o n e n t of o u r v iews , a n d t h e o f t e n e r he s p e a k s t h e b e t t e r fo r 
t h e cause t h e L e a g u e e x i s t s t o a d v a n c c . A word of c o m m e n -
d a t i o n is a lso d u e t o Mr. B c r e n s a n d Mr. M u n n for t h e good w o r k 
t h e y h a v e d o n e d u r i n g t h e y e a r in t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e l i t e ra -
t im- . T h i s o u t p u t of l i t e r a t u r e is b y n o m e a n s t h e l ea s t im-
p o r t a n t f e a t u r e of o u r p r o p a g a n d a , a n d t h e I / i a g u c off ices a t 
376-7 , S t r a n d , L o n d o n , h a v e h a d q u i t e a r eco rd y e a r . 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

AUSTRALIA. 

G R O W T H O F L A N D V A L U E S . 
A d i s p a t c h f r o m M e l b o u r n e o n J u n e 3 0 t h , a p p e a r e d in t h e 

FINANCIAL TIMES t h e fo l lowing d a y . I t s t a t e d t h a t f o r t y - o n e 
lo t s of c i t y p r o j i e r t y , be ing p a r t of t h e e s t a t e of t h e l a t e Mr. 
W a t s o n , t h e B e n d i g o Q u a r t z King , h a v e real ised £331,420. 
O n e lot w o r t h £15 in 1837 y e s t e r d a y f e t c h e d £59,000. 

" T I M E S " O N C O M P U L S O R Y P U R C H A S E . 
T h e TIMES of J u l y 9 t h in a l ead ing a r t i c l e o n A u s t r a l i a n 

po l i t i c s sa id : — 
T h e progressive, l a n d t a x , wh ich is t o be i n t r o d u c e d a t o n c e , 

is t h e f e a t u r e of t h e M i n i s t r y ' s p r o g r a m m e w h i c h m o s t e n g r o s s e s 
A u s t r a l i a n a t t e n t i o n . While, we t h i n k t h o t a x m a y n o t bo q u i t e 
so e a s y t o pa s s o r t o a p p l y a s i t s p r o m o t e r s s eem t o be i ieve , 
we we lcome a n d fu l ly a c c e p t t h e a s s u r a n c e t h a t o n e of i t s m a i n 
o b j e c t s is t o a ss i s t i m m i g r a t i o n a n d t o e n c o u r a g e c loser se t t l e -
m e n t . I t is d e p l o r a b l e t o see n e a r t h e b ig A u s t r a l i a n c i t ies g r e a t 
a r e a s of l a n d w h i c h h a v e n e v e r been p l a c e d u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n , 
while s e t t l e r s a re u n a b l e t o f ind ho ld ings w i t h i n e a s y r e a c h of a 
m a r k e t o r a r a i l w a y . C o m p u l s o r y repurchase of l and will n e v e r 
so lve t h e p r o b l e m of r a p i d l y p e o p l i n g A u s t r a l i a . 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

T H E S I N G L E T A X L E A G U E . 

T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of (he Singlo T a x L e a g u e was held in 
Adela ide on May 26th , Mr. W . H . P o p e , P r e s i d e n t , in the chair . 
T h e r e p o r t s s u b m i t t e d a t tho m e e t i n g s t a t e d t h a t t h e m o v e m e n t 
w a s a d v a n c i n g chiefly a m o n g t h e Municipal i t ies . T h e policy 
of t a x i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s was recognised as u n j u s t , a n d a c a m p a i g n 
in f a v o u r of s u b s t i t u t i n g the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values h a d been 
c o n d u c t e d b y Council lor Craigic. O n the pass ing of the Br i t i sh 
B u d g e t a c o n g r a t u l a t o r y cab leg ram h a d been f o r w a r d e d to Mr. 
L l o y d George f r o m the, c o m b i n e d Single T a x League of the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h . The t o t a l r evenue of t h e League a m o u n t e d t o 
£354 10s. 4d., a n d t h e t o t a l e x p e n d i t u r e t o £270 8s. 4d. Mr. 
T . J . W a i n w r i g h t was e lec ted P r e s i d e n t a n d Miss E m i l y Wil l iams, 
Secre ta ry . 

D E M A N D F O R L A N D . 

According t o a TIMES message f r o m Adelaide on J u l y 12th, 
large sec t ions of W i r r a b a r a and Hil l River , t w o of t h e larges t 
slice}) s t a t i o n s wi th in t h e ag r i cu l tu ra l a reas , a re being b r o u g h t 
u n d e r t h e h a m m e r by t h e i r owners . A t r ecen t s imilar sales 
of o t h e r o ld-es tabl i shed s t a t i ons h igh pr iccs were real ized. The 
d e m a n d for agr icu l tu ra l l a n d con t inues keen , a n d all the f a r m i n g 
a n d graz ing c o u n t r y m a d o avai lablo b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t or by 
p r i v a t e owners is Ix'ing ovor-appl iod for . T h e t r ea su re r h a s 
s t a t e d in the H o u s e of Assombly t h a t wi th in six m o n t h s the 
G o v e r n m e n t will opon u p ha l f -a-mi l l ion acres. 

T H E N E W L A B O U R M I N I S T R Y . 

On J u l y 5 th , Mr. Vor ran , the new L a b o u r P remie r of Sou th 
Aus t ra l i a , a n n o u n c e d t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s pol icy in tho House of 
Assombly. A progressive l and t a x would be i n t r o d u c e d only if 
a s imi lar m e a s u r e now being a d v a n c e d by t h e Federa l G o v e r n m e n t 
d id n o t pass . Hills would be i n t r o d u c e d for t h e compulso ry 
r epu rchase of l and a n d tho as sessment of i ts va lue fo r local r a t i n g 
purposes . 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
T h e c h a i r m a n of t h e Pee l R i v e r L a n d a n d Mineral C o m p a n y 

speak ing a t a m e e t i n g on J u l y 15 th , said :—They r e a d of pro-
posed progress ive l and t a x e s , a n d e s t a t e s of the size of the com-
p a n y ' s were t o p a y more , and , p r o b a b l y , a n add i t iona l t a x 
besides as absen tee owners ; b u t a t p resen t no Bill w a s before 
e i t he r H o u s e of P a r l i a m e n t . 

T h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e Sydney Single T a x League , Mr. A. G. 
Huie , wr i tes :— 

' He rewi th copies of t h e series of leaflets we h a v e publ i shed 
for d i s t r i bu t i on a t t h i s yea r ' s R o y a l Agr icu l tu ra l Show. I t 
is t h e f i r s t t ime we h a v e been e n a b l e d t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e of 
the s h o w to b r ing our pr inc ip les u n d e r t h e not ice of the g rea t 
c rowds which go to Moore P a r k at E a s t e r . T h a t is one of t h e 
resu l t s of the J o s e p h Fels ' F u n d . " 
The leaf le ts a re a d m i r a b l e , and well su i t ed for t h e purpose . 

CANADA. 
H U D S O N ' S B A Y C O M P A N Y . 

A genera l c o u r t of t h i s c o m p a n y was held on J u l y 4 th , in 
L o n d o n ; Lord S t r a t h c o n a pres ided, a n d in the course of h is 
s t a t e m e n t said :— 

You are all aware , I p r e sume , t h a t the H u d s o n ' s B a y C o m p a n y 
are n o t a l a n d - t r a d i n g c o m p a n y in the o r d i n a r y sense of t h e 
word ; t h e y d o n o t p u r c h a s e l a n d for t h e purpose of selling i t 
aga in a t a prof i t . T h o y acqu i r ed the i r l a n d ( m a n y mill ions of 
a c r e s — t h e whole of R u p o r t s l a n d ) in 1670 u n d e r t h e provis ions 
of the i r Char t e r , a n d t h o y held th i s l a n d ( the whole of i t ) 
un t i l 1869-70. when, a t t h e ins tance of t h e Impe r i a l G o v e r n m e n t , 
t h e y re l inquished t o the G o v e r n m e n t , fo r h igh S t a t e purposes , 
t h e whole of t h a t p r o p e r t y — m i l l i o n s of acres e x t e n d i n g f r o m t h e 
s u m m i t of the R o c k y M o u n t a i n s d o w n to H u d s o n ' s B a y 
— t h a t is. eve rywhere where t h e w a t e r s w e n t in to H u d s o n ' s 
B a y on tho ca s t side ; t h e y re l inqu ished th i s p r o p e r t y t o t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t h a t t h e y m i g h t give i t t o f o r m par t of w h a t is t h e 
g rea t Domin ion of C a n a d a t o -day . T h e c o m p a n y held th i s 
ve ry m u c h in t h e same sense as a n y p rop r i e to r of l and in the 
Un i t ed K ingdom holds his, a n d a s t he re were a n u m b e r of 
p a r t i c i p a n t s in i t ( the shareholders ) i t was impossible to pa r t i t i on 

equa l ly a m o n g t h e m t h e l and r e t a i n e d — o v e r 6,000,000 or 
7,000,000 ac re s—a very m o d e r a t e q u a n t i t y indeed to r e t a i n o u t of 
such a v a s t t e r r i to ry . T h e only way of do ing i t was b y t u r n i n g 
i t in to m o n e y — b y selling i t — a n d t h a t is w h a t t h e c o m p a n y a re 
do ing to -day . T h e y are no t , as I said before , like a n o r d i n a r y 
l and c o m p a n y — p u r c h a s i n g l and a n d selling i t aga in fo r profit—-
a n d consequen t ly t h e y are n o t u n d e r t h e obl igat ion of pay ing 
income- tax on i t a n y more t h a n a p ropr ie to r in t h e U n i t e d 
K i n g d o m is on selling his land. I t h o u g h t i t as well t o m a k e 
t h a t clear t o t h e shareholders , a n d 1 h a v e e n d e a v o u r e d t o 
do so. (Hear , hear . ) . . . R e g a r d i n g t h e l and d e p a r t m e n t , 
a combina t ion of condi t ions con t inues t o develop in W e s t e r n 
C a n a d a which can ha rd ly fail t o c rea te a n ever -growing d e m a n d 
for , a n d e n h a n c e d values of, agr icu l tu ra l lands. D u r i n g tho 
fiscal y e a r of t h e land d e p a r t m e n t u n d e r review, e n d i n g as 
previous ly s t a t e d on March 31, 1910, t h e a rea of f a r m l ands sold 
a m o u n t e d t o 104,383 acres, fo r £266,600 4s. 9d., t h e averago 
sale price being £2 l i s . Id . , c o m p a r e d w i th 25,449 acres for 
£59,349 17s. 3d., an average per acre of £2 6s. 7d., fo r t h e previous 
year . F r o m these figures it will be seen t h a t t h e t o t a l a r e a sold 
du r ing the y e a r u n d e r cons idera t ion represen ted s l ight ly m o r e 
t h a n fou r t imes t h e a rea disposed of in t h e preceding y e a r ; while 
t h e increase in t h e average price realized is 4s. 6d .—near ly 10 per 
cen t . 

Tho pa r t i cu la r s of f a r m land sales for t h e last six fiscal yea r s 
a r e : — 1 9 0 4 - 5 , 114,298 acres for £145,004 15s. l i d . — a v e r a g e , 
£1 5s. 4d. per acre ; 1905-6, 226,197 acres fo r £331,156 4s. 8d. 
—average , £1 9s. 3d. per acre ; 1906-7, 140,089 acres for £281,637 
18s. l i d . — a v e r a g e , £2 0s. 2d. per acre ; 1907-8, 21,214 acres for 
£54,937 16s. 2d .—average , £2 l i s . 9d. per acre ; 1908-9, 25,449 
acres for £59,349 17s. 3d .—average , £2 6s. 7d. per acre ; 1909-10, 
104,383 acres for £226,600 4s. 9d .—average , £2 l i s . I d . 
pe r acre. (Cheers.) . . . And in connec t ion w i th tho l a n d 
m a t t e r s , let me say t h a t you r d i rec tors h a v e followed a con-
serva t ive , while a t t h e same t ime a progressive, pol icy. I t 
would h a v e been the easiest t h ing for t h e m to h a v e shown m u c h 
g rea te r prof i ts f r o m the l ands by selling indiscr iminate ly a t the 
prevai l ing prices ; b u t in do ing so t l icy would have sacrif iced t h e 
p e r m a n e n t a n d bes t in te res t s of t h e shareholders , a n d th i s will be 
a p p a r e n t t o a n y one who will look in to tho advance in prices 
d u r i n g t h e l a s t six or e igh t years . I t will be seen b y a glance 
a t the m a p of t h e fert i le licit t h a t the c o m p a n y ' s l ands are n o t 
in one or t w o g r e a t blocks, b u t are s i t u a t e d in eve ry one of the 
t ownsh ip s su rveyed (conta in ing 36 sect ions) t o the e x t e n t prae-

I t ical ly of one - twen t i e th in each such t o w n s h i p ( t h a t is, 5 per cen t . 
; in cacli townsh ip) , so t h a t the re is no dif f icul ty in reserving for 

a h igher price such sections (or p a r t s of sect ions) a s i t m a y a p p e a r 
desirable so t o deal wi th , the ac tua l f ac t being t h a t while a 
por t ion of a n y sect ion h a s been sold, let us say for e igh t o r t en 
dol lars per acre , in a couple of years o r so l a t e r t w e n t y dol lars 
per acre , h a v e been received for the o the r po r t i on of t h e sect ion of 
precisely t h e same qua l i ty . I speak here of ac tua l fac ts . 

Again, the re are some mill ions of acres of l a n d in w h a t is k n o w n 
as t h e a r id d is t r ic t , which a ve ry few y e a r s ago could n o t have 
been sold for t w e n t y shillings or even t e n shillings a n acre , a n d 
which n o w u n d e r i r r igat ion are wor th some t w o t o th ree p o u n d s an 
acre ; a n d the c o m p a n y h a v e recent ly e f fec ted one t r a n s a c t i o n of 
102,000 acres of th i s cha rac te r , where t h e y will n e t f r o m t w o t o 
th ree p o u n d s a n acre for t h a t self-same land . I mere ly ins tance 
th i s t o show t h e g rea t care a n d c i rcumspec t ion which m u s t be 
used in deal ing w i th t h a t v a s t p r o p e r t y of four or five million 
acres still remaining t o t h e c o m p a n y , a n d which I h a v e on m a n y 
such occasions as the p re sen t spoken of as a m o s t va luable 
inher i t ance , a s w i th the increase of popu l a t i on a n d s e t t l e m e n t the 
va lues m u s t go on increas ing yea r b y yea r . 

UNITED STATES. 
P R O G R E S S . 

Mr. Louis F . Pos t wr i tes :—Over here , th ings h a v e t a k e n a 
t r e m e n d o u s p lunge fo rward . W h e n H a r r y George a n d I go t 
home , we were ha rd ly ab l e t o ge t our bear ings on t h e poli t ical 
tendencies t h a t h a d become mani fes t d u r i n g our absence . . . 
W h a t P i n c h o t a n d Garf ie ld 's speeches m a y m e a n wi th reference 
t o p a r t y poli t ics, n o b o d y can t e l l ; b u t t h a t those speeches 
express a t r e m e n d o u s a n d rap id ly g rowing feeling all over 
t h e c o u n t r y is obvious. T h e conserva t ion of n a t u r a l resources 
and abol i t ion of tariff p ro tec t ion a r e l ikely to come toge the r 
as t h e grea t issue in our politics ; a n d , while in f o r m t h e y 
will be as superficial a s you r penny- in - the -pound of land 
values , t h e y will, like you r penny- in - the -pound b u d g e t , bring 
out f u n d a m e n t a l discussion. Al though " c o n s e r v a t i o n " m e a n t 
a t first only t h e pro tec t ion of publ ic lands still in g o v e r n m e n t 
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ownership, t h e Republ ican leaders for t h a t movement—like 
Pinchot a n d Garfield, &c.—are no t hesi ta t ing to argue for 
equal rights in all na tu ra l resources. They probably do n o t 
think, in saying t h a t , of going very f a r in our di rect ion—no 
more than your Liberals who a rgued for land value t axa t i on really 
thought of t he radical ism as t o land t enu re which was carried in 
their a r g u m e n t — b u t the grea t t h i n g is t h a t the subject , even in its 
deeper phases, is now excit ing discussion of a more radical kind 
than we have ever had before on so large a scale. As to the 
tariff, t h a t ha s a l ready got, wi th the Insurgent Republicans, 
to the point of being recognised as a f raud for protect ive purposes. 
You can ha rd ly realise the t r emendous advance in common 
talk and t h o u g h t in our direct ion t h a t has taken place since 
last fall. I t is as grea t as t h a t which took place in your count ry 
l>etween m y first visit a n d m y second. 

Mr. Wil l iam Marion Reedy writ ing in the ST. LOUIS MIKROR, 
J u n e 30th. says :— 

Among t he best ta lkers of Single T a x talk in this count ry 
to-day are Gifford Pinchot , J a m e s Rudo lph Garfield and all the 
Conservationists. They w a n t to conserve for public use the 
values in the unal ienated land of the count ry . F r o m t h a t 
it is b u t a s tep t o conserving for public benefit the values in the 
alienated lands. They h a v e n ' t ye t found ou t t h a t the values 
can be conserved and the lands a t the same t ime released to public 
use, by a simple m e t h o d of t axa t i on t h a t will make the occupiers 
use the land or let i t alone. A t a x u p o n the actual value of the 
land—the value the grabbers es t imate , no t the value a t which 
they grab i t f r o m the government—would s top the grab. The 
solution of the supposed conflict between conservat ion a n d 
development is as simple as A, B, C. If only P incho t and 
Garfield could got this idea in to the head of their great a n d good 
friend Roosevel t he might get u p in his place a n d say something 
t ha t would really make p lu tocracy t remble. He says he is no t an 
economist, b u t a m o r a l i s t ; b u t robbing the people of their 
na tura l resources is a quest ion for a moralist . Conservation 
wi thout t a x a t i o n a t ac tua l value is a farce. If the resources 
are only t o be locked up, t h a t will r e t a rd progress. T a x the 
resources a n d let t h e m be free to the use of all who will pay 
what t h e y are wor th in t axes for the public good. Seems to 
me t h a t Messrs. P inchot , Garfield and Roosevel t have discovered 
a p re t ty b a d case of a general disease, but h a v e n ' t the nerve as yet 
to recommend the only possible cure. They ' l l all have to come 
to it , t hough , in the very near fu tu re . They 've opened a n issue 
t ha t can only be closed by the applicat ion of the phi losophy of 
Henry George. 

L A N D V A L U A T I O N I N C L E V E L A N D . 
We have received a copy of the " F i r s t Quadrennia l R e p o r t of 

the Board of Assessors of Rea l P rope r ty of Cleveland, Ohio." 
I t is a concise account of the activit ies and achievements of the 
Board f rom the t ime of its a p p o i n t m e n t in November , 1909, to 1st 
Ju ly , 1909. Over 145,000 parcels of l and and 100,000 buildings 
have been appraised. This means t h a t in a period of seven 
months a complete a n d reliable valuat ion of land a p a r t f rom 
improvements has been carr ied out . The Board has been working 
under the direct ion a n d supervision of Mr. W. A. Somers, and the 
result reflects great credit on his system of working. Appended 
to the repor t are 32 interes t ing maps showing values in various 
distr icts of Cleveland. 

DENMARK 
The Danish Henry George League have t aken an office in 

Fredericia Gade 25, Copenhagen, direct ly opposite to the common 
entrance to the Rigsdag (House of Par l iament) . They have also 
established a Press bureau which t h e y hope to work largely 
through the assistance of members of the movemen t in different 
par ts of the count ry . These fr iends are to conduc t correspon-
dence a n d supply articles for the local papers. Several new 
pamphle ts are being prepared dealing wi th the t axa t ion of land 
values f rom every point of view. I t is proposed a t present to 
hegin this wider work in October , when the new offices will be 
occupied a n d equipped . 

Miss Regine Petersen, who has been visiting Grea t Bri tain, 
called a t the offices of the Un i t ed Commit tee on two occasions 
and made inquir ies a b o u t ou r methods of working. 

HOLLAND. 
LOCAL T A X A T I O N . 

Mr. L. Simons. Member of the Town Council of Amste rdam, 
writ ing to t he editor of t he GLASGOW HERALD on J u n e 23rd 
said :— 

May I t ake t he l iberty of cont radic t ing your s t a t emen t in 
to-dav ' s leading art icle on " Sys tems of Local Taxa t ion t h a t 
" in Holland there is no local Income- tax " 1 Why , sir, and 
a " bonnie " one, too, as you would p u t i t here. We have one 
now in our chief towns, and in Amste rdam as high as 5J per cent . , 
beginning, however, only on incomes of £50 a n d allowing on t he 
lower ones u p t o a b o u t £150 t he deduct ion of t he same amoun t , 
with fu r the r deduct ions for children, etc. , thus reducing the 
burden very much for the smaller men. W e do the same with our 
local assessments on the S ta tes t a x on personal expendi ture 
(which, like you r local rates , is chiefly based on ra teable values), 
levying from* 60 per cent , u p to 140, so t h a t in this respeot our 
complex sys tem of local t axa t i on differs largely f rom your own, 
which in t he con t r a ry sense falls most heavi ly on the smaller 
men. For I need no t dwell on the well-known economic faot t h a t 
t he smaller the income the larger share of i t has to be paid away 
in rent. 

B O O K REVIEWS. 

" P R I V I L E G E A N D D E M O C R A C Y . " * 
Privilege a n d D e m o c r a c y : these words, or r a the r the ideas 

t hey are used to convey, t o call u p in the minds of others , are 
the very ant i thes is of ' e a c h other . Where lVivilego prevails. 
Democracy is impossible. W h e n Democracy is once established, 
Privilege will necessarily havo passed away. Fo r w h a t is 
Privilege ? As the very origin of the word indicates—priv iUgium, 
pr iva te law, f rom •privus, p r iva te , and lex, law—it denotes and 
indicates powers, advan tages or favours , unaccompanied by 
propor t ional a n d corresponding dut ies , secured by cus tom, 
force or law t o some, but denied to others . Democracy, on t he 
other hand , means equal oppor tuni t ies , political, social and 
industr ial , t o al l—favours , or privileges, to none. Though 
reactionaries are to-day prone to assert t h a t Democracy is on 
its tr ial , or has been tr ied a n d found want ing , the very^opposite 
is t rue . I t is Privilege t h a t has everywhere been tr ied, enforced 

* Privilege and Democracy. By Frederick C. Howo. Publishers, 
T. Fisher Unw'in. London. 1 rice 7 /6 Net. 

INCREASE OF "LAND VALUES" 
and the Pooling of Advantages. 

A New Application of the Principle. 

*T If you did not by any chance read the advertisement of " The Open 
Road" on page 62 it might be as well to refer to it. You are 
told there that another may appear next month. I t a l l 
d e p e n d s on y o u . Understanding the principle of the 
Taxation of Land Values, you will see at once the logic. You 
know perfectly well that your presence with others in your 
locality sends up " Land Values." If you read " The Open Road" 
as a result of reading Lhis advertisement, you will send up " Land 
Values." It is as plain as a pikestaff. Those responsible for 
" Land Values" tell you quite distinctly that if you deal with 
their advertisers you will help their journal (your journal). By 
dealing with their advertisers you will naturally increase the 
revenue from advertisements. By doing that, of course, you will 
enable them to increase the circulation of the journal. That is 
very effectually sending up " Land Values." By buying " The 
Open Road" you encourage it to support " Land Values." You 
effect a blending of forces and an association of services. 

A Likeness with a DitTercncc 

When people increase the value of land they merely increase the 
power of that which follows them about like a Vampire— 
Landlordism. In that respect then, if you read " The Open 
Road" you will not l)e acting as you do by daring to live on 
" land belonging to another." You will instead be co-operating 
to apply the principle of the Taxation of Land Values. There 
will lie, not exactly a pooling of advantages, but at any rate 
reciprocal benefits. You will gain. " The Open Road" will gain. 
"Land Values" will gain. You can easily prove the gain to 
yourself! Send four penny stamp-, to the Publisher, C. W. 
DANIEL, 3, Amen Corner, London, E.C., who will post you 
in return " The Open Road" and other interesting matter, which 
will make you rejoice that you saw this advertisement. The 
suliscription to " The Open Road" is 3s. yearly. To the United 
States, I Dollar. 
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b y all t h e p o w e r of G o v e r n m e n t s o n t h e m a s s e s of t h e peop le , a n d 
f o u n d l a m e n t a b l y w a n t i n g . I t is in e s t a b l i s h e d p r iv i l ege t h a t 
al l t h e socia l ills a c c o m p a n y i n g o u r p r e s e n t a d v a n c e in m a t e r i a l 
c iv i l i sa t ion m a y be d i r e c t l y t r a c e d . I t is in e s t a b l i s h e d pr iv i l ege 
t h a t w e a l o n e c a n find t h e e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e p r e s e n t u n e q u a l a n d 
i n e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h . I t is a g a i n s t p r i v i l e g e t h a t 
t h e e v e r - g r o w i n g a n d r i g h t e o u s d i s c o n t e n t of t h e m a s s e s of t h e 
p e o p l e is b e i n g d i r e c t e d . A n d t h e o v e r t h r o w of P r i v i l e g e is t h e 
n e c e s s a r y first s t e p t o w a r d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of D e m o c r a c y . 
H e n c e i t is t h a t t h o s e w h o h a v e e a r s t o l i s t en c a n d e t e c t in t h e 
socia l s t r i f e of t o - d a y t h e b i r t h - s t r u g g l e s of D e m o c r a c y , d e s t i n e d 
b e y o n d a l l d o u b t u l t i m a t e l y t o r e ign s u p r e m e o v e r t h e d e s t i n i e s 
of m a n k i n d . A n d t h a t t h o s e w h o h a v e eyes t o see c a n d e t e c t o n 
t h e m o u n t a i n t o p s t h e first f a i n t g l e a m s of t h e a p p r o a c h i n g d a w n , 
t h o u g h t h e v a l l e y m a y be s t i l l s t e e p e d in t h e g l o o m of n i g h t . 

I n inc i s ive w o r d s , i l l u m i n e d b y a s i n c e r i t y a n d c o n v i c t i o n t o o 
o f t e n l a c k i n g in s u c h w r i t i n g s , t h e a u t h o r of t h i s b o o k , Mr . F . C . 
H o w e , c l ea r ly r evea l s t h e p r ice t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s of A m e r i c a 
h a s h a d t o p a y a n d is s t i l l p a y i n g fo r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of Pr ivi lege* 
a n d i n d i c a t e s t h e first s t e p t o w a r d s i t s o v e r t h r o w a s t h e p r e -
d o m i n a n t f a c t o r in t h e i r n a t i o n a l life. I t is a b o o k e a r n e s t l y 
t o be c o m m e n d e d t o all s t u d e n t s of h i s t o r y a n d of economics . 
T h o u g h a n o p t i m i s t a s t o t h e f u t u r e , Mr. H o w e c l ea r ly rea l i ses 
t h e evi ls of t h e p r e s e n t . " T h r o u g h c l a s s - m a d e l a w , " h e c o n t e n d s , 
" c iv i l i s a t ion h a s been s e t b a c k c e n t u r i e s in i t s g r o w t h , w h i l e 
l i b e r t y , t h e l i b e r t y t h a t i n v o l v e s t h e e c o n o m i c a s well a s t h e 
po l i t i ca l f r e e d o m of t h e i n d i v i d u a l , h a s all b u t d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m 
t h e f a c e of t h e W e s t e r n w o r l d . " B i t i n g w o r d s , b u t w h o d a r e 
d e n y t h e i r t r u t h t 

L . H . B . 

The Story of my Dictatorship. 

I d . E d i t i o n . F r o m t h e s e off ices 5 / 6 p e r 100, Ca r r i age P a i d . 
T h e a b o v e h a s n o w been p u b l i s h e d , h a s b e e n w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d , 

a n d h a s beon woll n o t i c e d b y t h e d a i l y a n d w e e k l y press . S o m e 
t w e n t y t h o u s a n d h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n p l a c e d , a n d we t r u s t o u r 
r e a d e r s will c o - o p e r a t e w i t h u s t o s ecu re a s w i d e a c i r c u l a t i o n 
a s poss ib le f o r t h i s b r i g h t l i t t l e b o o k , w h i c h is i n v a l u a b l e f o r 
p r o p a g a n d a p u r p o s e s . 

THE NEW LAND LAW.* 

No more bad t imes for farmers and farm workers . 
T h e r e a r e g o o d f a r m e r s in t h i s c o u n t r y w h o c a n n o t g e t f a r m s . 

T h e r e is m u c h g o o d l a n d l y i n g idle , a n d st i l l m o r e t h a t is b a d l y 
f a r m e d . T h e f a r m e r s a n d f a r m w o r k e r s h a v e a h a r d t i m e of i t . 
R e n t s a r e t o o h i g h in m o s t cases . T h e y a r e o f t e n p a i d o u t of 
t h e f a r m e r s ' i n t e r e s t , o u t of t h e w a g e s t h e y s h o u l d r ece ive f o r 
m a n a g e m e n t , o r o u t of t h e w o r k e r s ' w a g e s . T o p a y t h e rent, 
m a n y a g o o d f a r m e r h a s t o sell a h o r s e w h i c h h e w o u l d l ike t o k e e p 
f o r w o r k i n g t h e f a r m , o r c o w s a n d s h e e p w h i c h s h o u l d be k e p t 
fo r s t o c k . H e c a n n o t b u y t h e b e s t i m p l e m e n t s o r seed . H e 
h a s t o sell g o o d d a i r y p r o d u c e a n d f e e d h imse l f a n d h i s f a m i l y o n 
c h e a p a n d i n f e r i o r f o o d . T h e f a r m w o r k e r s g e t l o w w a g e s . 
T h e i r f a m i l i e s a r e u s u a l l y b a d l y h o u s e d , b a d l y c l o t h e d , a n d 
b a d l y f ed . So l i t t l e f r e e d o m a n d s e c u r i t y h a v e t h e s e m e n , so 
h a r d a n d l a b o r i o u s is t h e i r life, t h a t t h o u s a n d s a r e flying t o 
lone ly a n d d i s t a n t p a r t s of t h e Co lon ies t o g e t t h e s cope a n d 
peace a n d i n d e p e n d e n c e , w h i c h l a n d l o r d i s m d e n i e s t o t h e m a t 
h o m e . 

Not wicked landlords and farmers , but wicked laws. 
T h e r e is n o r e a s o n w h y f a r m e r s , p l o u g h m e n , a n d s h e p h e r d s 

s h o u l d be t r e a t e d l ike o b j e c t i o n a b l e peop le , o r v i c i o u s c r imina l s , 
a n d c h a s e d o u t of t h e c o u n t r y . A t L a d y D a y , 1910, a f a r m e r 
a t N e w a r k , N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e , w a s t u r n e d o u t of h i s f a r m . A 
y o a r b e f o r e a d e a l e r h a d o f f e r e d a f e w sh i l l ings m o r e r e n t p e r 
ac re . T h e l a n d l o r d g a v e t h e s i t t i n g tenant n o t i c e t o q u i t . 
T h e M A R K L A N E E X P R E S S ( o n e o f o u r l e a d i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p a p e r s ) of Apr i l 4 t h , 1910, sa id t h a t t h e n e w tenant w a s l ike ly 
t o be b o y c o t t e d b y h i s n e i g h b o u r s , so s t r o n g w a s t h e fee l ing 
t h a t t h e p r e v i o u s f a r m e r , w h o w a s h i g h l y r e s p e c t e d fo r h i s 
c h a r a c t e r a n d w o r k , h a d b e e n w r o n g e d . B u t w h a t is t h e 
use of b l a m i n g t h e n e w f a r m e r ? T h i s s a m e t h i n g t a k e s p l a c e 
e v e r y y e a r . T h e c o m m o n sense of t h e N e w a r k f a r m e r s w a s 
all a g a i n s t t h e e v i c t i o n of t h e i r n e i g h b o u r a n d t h e r a i s i n g of 
t h e r e n t . C o m m o n s e n s e is t h e s a m e in a l l s im i l a r cases , b u t 
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c o m m o n sense is w o r t h n o t h i n g , if i t n e v e r d o e s a n y t h i n g t o 
s t o p w h a t i t k n o w s t o be w i c k e d a n d foo l i sh . T h o s e N e w a r k 
f a r m e r s k n e w w h a t a f a i r r e n t was , b u t t h e y h a d n o p o w e r 
in t h e m a t t e r . T h e n e w tenant a n d t h e l a n d l o r d fixed t h e rent. 
N e i t h e r of t h e m is fitted t o d o th i s . T h e t e n a n t , b e c a u s e f a r m s 
a r e t o o sca rce , w a s t o o k e e n t o g e t t h e f a r m , a n d t h e l a n d l o r d 
w a s t o o a n x i o u s t o ge t a h i g h e r r e n t t o c o n s i d e r o n l y t h e q u e s t i o n 
of w h a t t h e r e a l v a l u e of t h e f a r m was . T h e o p i n i o n of t h e o ld 
f a r m e r a n d of h i s o ld a n d e x p e r i e n c e d n e i g h b o u r s w a s u n h e e d e d . 
H e w a s t u r n e d o u t , a n d h e a n d his l a t e n e i g h b o u r s wil l h a v e t o 
swa l low t h e i r a n g e r , whi le t h e n e w f a r m e r p a y s t o o h i g h a 
rent a s l ong a s h e can . T h i s is t h e o u t c o m e of o u r p r e s e n t 
l a n d laws. 

A new Land Law. 
F a r m e r s h a v e a l w a y s de s i r ed t o g e t l a n d a t r e n t s w h i c h 

w o u l d l eave t h e m i n t e r e s t o n t h e i r c a p i t a l a n d w a g e s f o r t h e i r 
l a b o u r . T h i s is n o sin. W i t h o u t a r e n t w h i c h l e a v e s s u c h a 
r e t u r n , n o f a r m e r c a n succeed , a n d w i t h s u c h a rent n o i n d u s t r i o u s 
f a r m e r n e e d fai l . W h y s h o u l d n o t f a r m e r s o b t a i n t h e i r des i re 
a n d p u t a n e n d t o t h e i r t r o u b l e s t U n d e r t h e B u d g e t of 1909 
t h e r e is t o be a v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e l a n d l o r d s ' 
v a l u a t i o n . I t will be a record of t h e b a r e va lue of t h e l a n d 
a p a r t f r o m all i m p r o v e m e n t s u p o n i t , a n d a t first i t is t o be 
m a d e b y a G o v e r n m e n t va lue r . B u t n o o n e is so w e l l - f i t t e d t o 
v a l u e a f a r m as s ix o r s e v e n f a r m e r s a n d m e n of e x p e r i e n c e in i t s 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d . T h e y c o u l d a c t w i t h t h e l a n d l o r d a n d G o v e r n -
m e n t v a l u e r . L e t t h e v a l u e a t w h i c h t h e y a r r i v e be t h e rent 
w h i c h is t o be p a i d f o r t h e l a n d . W e m a y a s s u m e t h a t e x p e r i e n c e d 
f a r m e r s w o u l d f ix t h e r e n t a t a figure w h i c h w o u l d g ive t h e 
tenant a fu l l r e t u r n o n h i s c a p i t a l a n d l a b o u r . I n b a d s e a s o n s 
a n d w i t h a fa l l in pr ices rents s h o u l d b e reduced, so t h a t t h e 
tenant w o u l d n e v e r be required t o p a y rent o u t of h i s c a p i t a l . 
All l a n d s h o u l d be v a l u e d , a n d o f f e r e d t o t h e m e n w h o w o u l d 
m a k e g o o d use of i t . If t h i s were d o n e , t h o u s a n d s of f a r m e r s 
w o u l d find f a r m s , a n d w o u l d be f r e e f r o m a n y f e a r of p o v e r t y o r 
r u i n . 

To secure the improvements . 
T h e assesso r s o r o v e r s e e r s h a v e a l w a y s a h a b i t of r a i s i n g t h e 

a s s e s s m e n t s w h e n i m p r o v e m e n t s a r e m a d e b y t h e l a n d l o r d o r 
tenant, a n d of fining t h e m a f e w m o r e sh i l l ings o r p o u n d s e v e r y 
y e a r . T h e l a n d l o r d h a s a l w a y s a h a b i t of r a i s i n g t h e rent w h e n 
t h e tenant i m p r o v e s t h e l a n d . T h e v a l u a t i o n of t h e l a n d a p a r t 
f r o m t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s c o u l d be u s e d t o s t o p th i s . T h e v a l u e 
of t h e l a n d w o u l d b e a r al l r a t e s a n d t a x e s , a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s 
w o u l d be relieved f r o m t h e s e b u r d e n s . T h e f a r m e r c o u l d d i s cus s 
w i t h t h e l a n d l o r d t h e q u e s t i o n of w h a t i m p r o v e m e n t s were 
p r o p e r l y h i s o w n w i t h o u t f e a r of b e i n g t u r n e d o u t . H e w o u l d 
n o t h a v e t o p a y rent f o r t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s m a d e b y h i s o w n 
i n d u s t r y a n d c a p i t a l . 

To keep off other evils. 
T h i s c h a n g e w o u l d p r e v e n t t h e l a n d l o r d s f r o m reducing t h e 

v a l u e of t h e i r e s t a t e s b y d r a i n i n g a w a y t h e c a p i t a l of g o o d 
tenants a n d d r i v i n g t h e m o u t , f o r t h e s a k e of g e t t i n g a n in-
c r ea sed r e n t f r o m a m i s g u i d e d f a r m e r f o r a f e w y e a r s . F a r m e r s 
w o u l d h a v e m o r e c a p i t a l a n d w o r k e r s m o r e wages . T h e y 
w o u l d p r o d u c e m o r e , a n d e v e r y o n e , i n c l u d i n g t h e l a n d l o r d , 
w o u l d be b e t t e r off . U n d e r t h i s s y s t e m , f a r m e r s w o u l d n o t be 
tempted o r d r i v e n i n t o t h e s n a r e of l a n d p u r c h a s e , w h i c h s o o n e r 
o r l a t e r b r i n g s t h e m i n t o t h e c l u t c h e s of t h e m o n e y - l e n d e r s , 
w i t h t h e i r m o r t g a g e s o n t h e l a n d , a n d t h e i r fixed r a t e of i n t e r e s t 
in b a d s e a s o n s a n d g o o d seasons , u n d e r l ow pr ices a n d h i g h 
pr ices . T o m e e t t h i s i n t e r e s t , t h e so-ca l led p r o p r i e t o r s h a v e 
n o t o n l y t o b r e a k i n t o t h e i r c a p i t a l , b u t lose t h e i r l a n d a s wel l . 
Smal l h o l d i n g s a n d la rge h o l d i n g s w o u l d be go t in t h e i r p r o p e r 
p l aces w i t h o u t t h e i n t e r f e r e n c e of C o u n t y Counci l s . T h e i n t e r e s t s 
of t h e l a n d l o r d s , la rge f a r m e r s , a n d s m a l l h o l d e r s w o u l d be 
i m p a r t i a l l y c o n s i d e r e d . 

Good Times. 
W i t h s e c u r i t y of t e n u r e a n d i m p r o v e m e n t s , w i t h j u s t r e n t s , 

w i t h all t h e l a n d p u t t o i t s p r o p e r use , w e l l - e d u c a t e d y o u n g 
f a r m e r s a n d c a p a b l e f a r m w o r k e r s w o u l d s t a y a t h o m e a n d 
fill u p t h o h a l f - d e s e r t e d c o u n t r y d i s t r i c t s . T h e y w o u l d g ive 
e m p l o y m e n t t o s m i t h s , j o ine r s , bu i lde r s , a n d vi l lage t r a d e s m e n . 
D e c e n t m e n a n d w o m e n w o u l d be k e p t o u t of t h e p o o r h o u s e . 
T h e r e w o u l d be m u c h m o r e life in t h e c o u n t r y , a n d p e o p l e w o u l d 
find t h e r e su f f i c i en t of t h e t h i n g s fo r w h i c h t h e y n o w g o t o t h e 
Colonies , o r t o t h e l a rge t o w n s . S ince t h e first b u s i n e s s of 
f a r m e r s is t o g e t l and , t h e i r first i n t e r e s t in po l i t i es s h o u l d be t o see 
t h a t l a n d c a n be o b t a i n e d o n f a i r terms. 
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LAND VALUATION. 

K E T U R N 

R E Q U I R E D TO BE F I L L E D U P BY 

O W N E R S OF LAND 

under Section 26 of the Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910, 

together with Instructions. 

£vc<Srntcti to tl)t 5>ouSt of C o m m o n s bp C o m m a n d of fttsS f t t n j t s t i t . 
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( F o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e of r e a d e r s w e p r i n t h e r e S e c t i o n 26 of t h e 
F i n a n c e A c t . — E d . L. Y.j 

2 6 . -Valuation of land for purposes of Aet.—( 1) The Commissioners shall, 
as soon as may be after the passing of this Act, cause a valuation to be made 
of all land in the United Kingdom, showing separately the total value and the 
site value respectively oi the land, and in the case of agricultural land the 
value of the land for agricultural purposes where that value is different from 
the site value. Each piece of land which is under separate occupation, and, if 
the owner so requires, any par t of any land which is under separate occupation, 
shall he separately valued, and the value shall be estimated as on the thirtieth 
day of April nineteen hundred and nine. 

(2) Any owner of land and any person receiving rent in respect of any 
land shall, 011 being required by notice from the Commissioners, furnish to the 
Commissioners a return containing such particulars as the Commissioners may 
require as to the rent received by him, and as to the ownership, tenure, area, 
character, and use of the land, and the consideration given on any previous 
sale or lease of the land, and any other matters which may properly be required 
for the purpose of the valuation of the land, and which it is in his power to 
give, and if any owner of land or person receiving any rent in respect of the 
land is required by the Commissioners to make a return under this section, 
and fails to make such a return within the time, not being less than thirty 
days, specified in the notice requir ing a return, he shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding fifty pounds to be recoverable in the High Court. 

(3) Any owner of land may, if he thinks lit, furnish to the Commissioners 
his estimate of the total value or site value or both of the land, and the 
Commissioners, in making their valuation, shall consider any estimate so 
furnished. 
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COPY. 
DUTIES ON LAND VALUES. 

(Finance (1909-10) Act, 1010.) 

R E T U R N T O B E M A D E B Y A N O W N E R O F L A N D O R B Y A N Y P E R S O N 
R E C E I V I N G R E N T I N R E S P E C T O F L A N D . 

(Penal ty for failure to make a due Return, not exceeding £50.) 

Reference to the 
accompanying 

Sheet of 
Instructions 

Form 2—Land.) 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

TION 
2. 

( Parisli 

Number of Poor R a t e . . . . 

. . Name of Occupier 
Particulars 

Description of Property . . 
extracted from g i t u a t i o n o f p r o p e r t y . . . . 

the Estimated extent 
T-. , , Gross estimated Rental (or 
Rate hooks G r o g g V a l u P i n Valua-

tion List*) 
Rateable Value 

( * A p p l i c a b l e t o t h e M e t r o p o l i s o n l y . ) 

Th i s space is n o t for t h e u s e of t h e p e r s o n m a k i n g t h e R e t u r n . 

Acres Roods 

£ 

IMPORTANT.—As the Land is to be valued as on 30th April, 1909, the particulars should 
be furnished, so far as possible, with reference to the circumstances existing on that date. 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n 

3. 

I. Particulars required by the Commissioners, which must be 
furnished so far as it is in the power of the person 
making the Return to give them. 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n 

4. 

(a) Parish or Parishes in which the Land 
is situated. 

(b) Name of Occupier. 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n s 

1 a n d 3. 

# 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n 

9. 

(c) Christian Name and Surname and 
full postal address of the person making 
the Return. 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n s 

1 a n d 3. 

# 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n 

9. 

(d) Nature of Interest of the person 
making the Return in the Land : -

(1) Whether Freehold, Copyhold, or 
Leasehold. 

(2) If Copyhold, name of the Manor. 

(3) If Leasehold, (i.) term of lease and 
date of commencement (including, where 
the lease contains a covenant for renewal, 
the period for which the lease may be 
renewed), and (ii.) name and address of 
lessor or his successor in title. 

1 

2 

a 0.) 

3 (ii.) 

Form -1—Land. 
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Reference to tho 
accompanying 

Sheet of 
lust ructions 

(Form 2 Land ) 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(r) Name & precise situation of the Land. 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(/) Description of the Land, with partic-
ulars of the buildings and other structures 
(if any) thereon, and the purposes for which 
the property is used. 

( H o u s e , S t a b l e , S h o p , F a r m , e tc . ) 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(g) Extent of the Land, if known. 
Acres Roods I Perches Yards 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(g) Extent of the Land, if known. 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(h) Jf the Land is let by the person 
making the Return, state :—-

(i.) Whether let under Lease or Agree-
ment, or 

(ii.) Tf there is no Lease or written 
Agreement, whether let by the 
Year, Quarter, Month, or Week. 

(iii.) Tf let under Lease or Agreement 
(a) Term for which granted. 
(b) Date of commencement of 

term. 
(c) Whether granted for any con-

sideration in money, paid or 
to be paid by the Tenant, in 
addition to the Rent reserved,® 
or 

(d) Upon any condition as to the 
Tenant laying out money in 
Building, Rebuilding, or Im-
provements.* 

(iv.) Amount of Yearly Rent receivable. 
( * I f so , g i v e f u l l p a r t i c u l a r s . ) 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) (a) 
Q>). 

(c) 

(d) 

(iv.) £ 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

_ (i) If the person making the Return is 
also the occupier, state the Annual Value ; 
i.e., the Sum for which the Property is 
worth to be L e t to a Yearly Tenant, the 
Owner keeping it in repair. 

Annual Value £ «• 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(/."-) Amount of Land Tax (if any) and by 
whom borne. £ borne by 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(1) Amount of Tithe Reritcharj 
any payment In lieu of Tithes, for 
1909, and by whom borne. 

or of 
the year 

s d 

£ 

borne by 

S E E 
I N S T R U C -

T I O N 
2 

(m) Amount of Drainage," or 
ment Rate, or of any similar cha 
bv whom borne. 

r i l l 8 8 9 l i 
Lmprove-
rge, and 

£ 
borne bv 
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Reference to the 
accompanying . 

Sheet of 
Instructions 

Form 2 Land.) 

in) Whether all usual Tenants' Rates and 
Taxes are borne by the Occupier, and, if 
not, by whom. 

(o) By whom is the cost of Repairs, 
Insurance, and other expenses necessary to 
maintain the Property, borne ? 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n s , 

p a g e 1, 
f o o t n o t e f . 

(p) Whether the Land is sub ject to any: — 
(i.) Fixed Charges (exclusive of Tithe 

Rentcharge entered in space (/.)), 
and, if so, the Annual Amount 
thereof. 

(ii.) Public Rights of Way 
(iii.) Public Rights of User 
(iv.) Right of Common 
(v.) Easements affecting the Land 

(vi.) Covenant or Agreement restricting 
the use of the Land, and, if so, the 
date when such Covenant or Agree-
ment was entered into or made. 

( F u l l p a r t i c u l a r s s h o u l d be g i v e n in each case.) 

Annual Amount £ 

Date when made 

(q) Particulars of the last sale (if any) of 
the Land within 20 years before 30 April, 
1909, and of Expenditure since the date 
thereof:— 

(i.) Date of Sale. 
(ii.) Amount of Purchase-money and 

other consideration (if any), 
(iii.) Capital Expenditure upon the Land 

since date of Sale. 

(i.) 
(ii.) 

(iii.) 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n 

5. 

(r) Observations, with description, ex-
tent, and precise situation of any part of 
the Land which the Owner requires to be 
separately valued. 

(s) If the person making the Return 
desires that communications should he 
sent to an Agent or Solicitor on his behalf, 
the name and full postal address of such 
Agent or Solicitor. 
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Reference to tlie 
accompanying 

Sheet of 
Ins t ruct ions 

(Form 2 —Land.) 

*(t) (i.) Does the person making the Return 
own the minerals comprised in 
the Land ? 

(ii.) If so, state :— 
(a) Whether the minerals were, on 

.'10 April, 1909, comprised in a 
mining lease or being worked 
by the proprietor. 

(b) Whether the minerals are now 
comprised in a mining lease or 
1 icing worked by the proprietor. 

(iii.) If not, state the name and address 
of the proprietor of the minerals. 

(^Minerals not comprised in a mining lease or being 
worked, are to be t rea ted as having no value as minerals , 
unless the propr ie tor of the minerals fills up space (iv) below.) 

(i-) 

(ii.) (a) 

(b) 

(iii.) 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n 

6. 

*(t) (i.) Does the person making the Return 
own the minerals comprised in 
the Land ? 

(ii.) If so, state :— 
(a) Whether the minerals were, on 

.'10 April, 1909, comprised in a 
mining lease or being worked 
by the proprietor. 

(b) Whether the minerals are now 
comprised in a mining lease or 
1 icing worked by the proprietor. 

(iii.) If not, state the name and address 
of the proprietor of the minerals. 

(^Minerals not comprised in a mining lease or being 
worked, are to be t rea ted as having no value as minerals , 
unless the propr ie tor of the minerals fills up space (iv) below.) 

(i-) 

(ii.) (a) 

(b) 

(iii.) 

*(t) (i.) Does the person making the Return 
own the minerals comprised in 
the Land ? 

(ii.) If so, state :— 
(a) Whether the minerals were, on 

.'10 April, 1909, comprised in a 
mining lease or being worked 
by the proprietor. 

(b) Whether the minerals are now 
comprised in a mining lease or 
1 icing worked by the proprietor. 

(iii.) If not, state the name and address 
of the proprietor of the minerals. 

(^Minerals not comprised in a mining lease or being 
worked, are to be t rea ted as having no value as minerals , 
unless the propr ie tor of the minerals fills up space (iv) below.) 

(i-) 

(ii.) (a) 

(b) 

(iii.) 

I hereby declare that the foregoing particulars are in every respect fully and truly 
stated to the best of my judgment and belief. 

Dated this day of 191 . 
( Signature of person 
( making the Return. 

( Rank, Title, or 
( Description. 

II. Additional particulars which may be given, if desired. 
(u) Value of the Land as defined in 

Instruction 7, and estimated by the Owner, 
with particulars how arrived a t : — 

(i.) Gross Value, 
(ii.) Full Site Value, 

(iii.) Total Value, 
(iv.) Assessable Site Value, 
(v.) Particulars how Values arrived at.* 

('.May be given on a separa te sheet of paper, if desired.) 

(i.) £ 
(ii.) £ 
(iii.) £ 
(iv.) £ 
(v.) 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n s 
7, 8 a n d 9, 

(u) Value of the Land as defined in 
Instruction 7, and estimated by the Owner, 
with particulars how arrived a t : — 

(i.) Gross Value, 
(ii.) Full Site Value, 

(iii.) Total Value, 
(iv.) Assessable Site Value, 
(v.) Particulars how Values arrived at.* 

('.May be given on a separa te sheet of paper, if desired.) 

(i.) £ 
(ii.) £ 
(iii.) £ 
(iv.) £ 
(v.) 

(u) Value of the Land as defined in 
Instruction 7, and estimated by the Owner, 
with particulars how arrived a t : — 

(i.) Gross Value, 
(ii.) Full Site Value, 

(iii.) Total Value, 
(iv.) Assessable Site Value, 
(v.) Particulars how Values arrived at.* 

('.May be given on a separa te sheet of paper, if desired.) 

(i.) £ 
(ii.) £ 
(iii.) £ 
(iv.) £ 
(v.) 

(?') If the Owner does not desire to 
furnish his estimate of the Value of the 
Land, but intends to claim a Site-value 
deduction under Instruction 7 (iv.), (a), (6), 
(c), or (d), or under Instruction 9 (i.), (a), 
the intention should be stated. A form 
will then be sent in due course for par-
ticulars of the claim to be given. 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n s 
7, 8 a n d 9. 

(?') If the Owner does not desire to 
furnish his estimate of the Value of the 
Land, but intends to claim a Site-value 
deduction under Instruction 7 (iv.), (a), (6), 
(c), or (d), or under Instruction 9 (i.), (a), 
the intention should be stated. A form 
will then be sent in due course for par-
ticulars of the claim to be given. 

(?') If the Owner does not desire to 
furnish his estimate of the Value of the 
Land, but intends to claim a Site-value 
deduction under Instruction 7 (iv.), (a), (6), 
(c), or (d), or under Instruction 9 (i.), (a), 
the intention should be stated. A form 
will then be sent in due course for par-
ticulars of the claim to be given. 

(w) Nature, and estimate of the Capital 
Value of any minerals not comprised in 
a mining lease and not being Worked, 
which have a value as minerals. 

Nature 

Capital Value £ 

See 
I n s t r u c t i o n s 
6 a n d 10 

(w) Nature, and estimate of the Capital 
Value of any minerals not comprised in 
a mining lease and not being Worked, 
which have a value as minerals. 

Nature 

Capital Value £ 

(w) Nature, and estimate of the Capital 
Value of any minerals not comprised in 
a mining lease and not being Worked, 
which have a value as minerals. 

Nature 

Capital Value £ 

Signature. 

Date. 
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DUTIES ON LAND VALUES. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING RETURNS ON FORM 4. 

I.—Instructions relating principally to particulars which it is compulsory to 
furnish. 

1. The persons who are required to make this return are (a) the owner ot the land, and (b) any 
person receiving rent in respect of the land. 

The expression " owner " means the person entitled in possession to the rents and profits 
of the land in virtue of any estate of freehold, except that where land is let on lease for a term 
of which more than fifty yea'rs are unexpired, the lessee under the lease, or, if there are two or more 
such leases, the lessee under the last created underlease, is deemed to be the owner instead of 
the person entitled to the rents and profits as aforesaid. 

2. The expression " land " includes all buildings and other structures thereon, and all minerals, 
on, in, or under the surface of the land. 

3. If any person who is not the owner of land, or a person receiving rent, is called upon to make 
a return, he should return the form to the officer named in the notice, stating the nature and extent 
of his own interest in the land, and the name and address of the owner, or of the person to whom 
he pays rent. If any person called upon to make a return is unable to give all the information 
required, he should furnish all the particulars which it is in his power to give, and insert the words 
" Not known " in the spaces which he is unable to fill up. 

4. If any piece of land under one occupation extends into two or more parishes, separate returns 
mav, if the owner thinks fit, be made for the parts lying within each parish, or, one return, relating 
to the whole of the land, may be made in the parish in which the greater part of the land is situate. 
In the latter case, notes should be made on the forms for the other parish or parishes affected, 
" Included in return for parish," (stating the name of the parish in which 
the inclusive return has been made). 

5. Attention is called to the fact that the owner has the option of requiring the Commissioners 
to value separately any part of any land. In cases in which it is desired to exercise this option, 
particulars of the division required should be entered in the space for " Observations " on the form 
of return. 

6. For the purposes of valuation, minerals are to be treated as a separate parcel of land ; but 
where the minerals are not comprised in a mining lease, or being worked, they are to be treated as 
having no value as minerals, unless the proprietor of the minerals, in his return, specifies the nature 
of the minerals and his estimate of their capital value. 

II.—Instructions relating principally to particulars which the owner may furnish, 
if he thinks fit. 

7. If the owner desires to furnish his estimate of the total value and the assessable site value 
of the land, the value to be returned is not merely the value of the interest or share belonging to the 
person making the return, but the whole value of the land, that is, the aggregate value of all the 
interests therein, subject only to the limitations specified below. 

(i.) The gross value of land means the amount which the fee simple of the land, if sold at the Gross 
time in the open market by a willing seller in its then condition, free from incumbrances* and from Value, 
any burden, charge, or restriction (other than rates or taxes), might be expected to realise. 

(ii.) The full site value of land means the amount which remains after deducting from the gross F u l l s i t e 
value of the land the difference (if anv) between that value and the value which the fee simple of the value, 
land, if sold at the time in the open"market by a willing seller, might be expected to realise if the 
land were divested of any buildings, and of any other structures (including fixed or attached machinery) 
on, in, or under the surface, which are appurtenant to, or used in connection with, any such buildings, 
and of all growing timber, fcuit trees, fruit bushes, and other tilings growing thereon. 

(iii.) The total value of land means the gross value after deducting the amount by which the Total 
gross value would be diminished if the land were sold subject to any fixed charges.f and to any public Value. 

* The expression " incumbrance " includes a mortgage in foe or for a less estate, and a t rust for securing money, 
and a lien, and a charge of a portion, annui ty , or any capital or annual sum, but does not include a fixed charge 
as defined in the footnote below. . 

f The expression " fixed c h a r g e " means any rent-charge ( that i s , t i the or t i the rent-charge, or other periodical 
payment or rendering in lieu of or in the nature of tithe, or any fee farm rent, rent seek, quit rent , chief rent , rent 
of assize, or any other perpetual rent or annui ty granted out of land), and any burden or charge (other than rates 
or taxes) arising by operation of law, or imposed by any Act of Parliament, or imposed in pursuance of the oxercise 
of any powers, or the performance of any duties under 'any such Act, otherwise than by a i>erson interested in the 
land or in consideration of any advance to any person interested in the land. 
Form 2.—Land. 



vin L a n d Values Supplement . August, 1910. 

rights of way. or any public rights of user, and to any right of common, and to any easements affecting 
the land, and to any covenant or agreement restricting the use of the land, entered into or made 
before the 30th day of April, 1909, and to any covenant or agreement restricting the use of the land 
entered into or made on or after that date, if the restraint imposed by the covenant or agreement 
so entered into or made 011 or after that date was when imposed desirable in the interests of the 
public, or in view of the character and surroundings of the neighbourhood. 

Assessable (iv.) The assessable site value of land means the total value after deducting— 
Site Value. The same amount as is to be deducted for the purpose of arriving at full site value 

from gross value ; and 

(b.) Any part of the total value which is directly attributable to works executed, or ex-
penditure. of a capital nature (including any expenses of advertisement) incurred bona fide by, 
or on behalf of, or solely in the interests of, any person interested in the land, for the purpose of 
improving the value of the land as building land, or for the purpose of any business, trade, or 
industry other than agriculture*; and 

(c.) Any part of the total value which is directly attributable to the appropriation of any 
land or to the gift of any land by any person interested in the land for the purpose of streets, 
roads, paths, squares, gardens, or other open spaces for the use of the public ; and . 

(d.) Any part of the total value which is directly attributable to the expenditure of money 
on the redemption of any land tax, or any fixed charge, or on the enfranchisement of copyhold 
land or customary freeholds, or on effecting the release of any covenant or agreement restrict-
ing the use of land which may be taken into account in ascertaining the total value of the land, or 
to goodwill or any other matter which is personal to the owner, occupier, or other person interested 
for the time being in the land ; and 

(e.) Any sums which it would be necessary to expend in order to divest the land of buildings, 
timber, trees, or other things of which it is to be taken to be divested for the puipose of arriving 
at the full site value from the gross value of the land, and of which it would be necessary to 
divest the land for the purpose of realising the full site value. 

Where any works executed or expenditure incurred for the purpose of improving the value of 
the land for agriculture have actually improved the value of the land as building land, or for the 
purpose of any business, trade, or industry other than agriculture, the works or expenditure are 
to be treated as having been executed or incurred also for the latter purposes. 

8. A person is not entitled to claim any deduction for the purpose of ascertaining the site value 
of any land on any occasion on which increment value duty becomes payable, if the deduction is one 
which could have been, but was not, claimed for the purpose of ascertaining the original site value 
of the land. 

9. The following provisions have effect with respect to copyholds, including customary free-
holds :— 

(i.) In the case of copyholds of inheritance, and copyholds held for a life or lives or for years 
where the tenant has a right of renewal, and customary freeholds— 

(a.) The total and site values of the land are to be ascertained as if the land were freehold 
land, subject to a deduction of an amount equal to the amount which it would cost to enfranchise 
the land ; 

(b.) References to the fee simple of land are to be treated as references to the whole copyhold 
or customary interest or estate ; 

(c.) In the definition of " owner," a reference to the person entitled to the rents and profits 
of the land as tenant by copy of court roll or customary tenure is to be substituted for the reference 
to the person entitled to the rents and profits of the land in virtue of an estate of freehold ; 
(ii.) In the case of copyhold land held for a life or lives, or for years where the tenant has not 

a right of renewal, the Finance (1909/10) Act, 1910, is to have effect as if the land were freehold 
land and the copyhold interest were a leasehold interest. 

10. The total value of minerals means the amount which the fee simple of the minerals, if sold 
in the open market by a willing seller in their then condition, might be expected to realise, and the 
capital value of minerals means the total value, after allowing deductions for any works executed or 
expenditure of a capital nature incurred bona fide by or on behalf of any person interested in the minerals 
for the purpose of bringing the minerals into working, or where the minerals have been partly worked, 
such deduction as is proportionate to the amount of minerals which have not been worked. 

* The expression " agriculture " includes the use of land as meadow or pasture land or orchard or osier or woodland, 
or for m a r k e t gardens, nursery grounds, or al lotments ; and the expression " agricultural land " is to be construed 
accordingly. 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH. 
The Valuation. 

The land question is extending and confirming its hold 
on the mind of the country. We are only at the beginning 
of the valuation and already it is engaging more serious 
attention than any other subject in the world of politics. 
This is a reason for satisfaction, as well as an inspiration 
towards further efforts. The power of landlordism has 
covered the face of this land completely ; it lias pressed 
heavily and disastrously on the industry and life of the 
nation. But the valuation is an attack on this power, wide 
enough to touch it at every point, if not strong enough to 
break it. In and through the valuation itself relief and 
security can be obtained for the men and women who 
maintain the nation by their services. Therefore, the 
deep and wide interest which is being taken in this subject 
is one of the most blessed and hopeful activities to which 
a country could give itself. The valuation is proceeding, 
and the most prominent incidents connected with its pro-
gress are the fierce and angry protests of its opponents. 
This is good. The controversy over the actual operation 
anil administration of the Budget is deepening the impres-
sion that was made by its discussion last year. 

The Movement. 
The calm which prevails in politics is in deep contrast 

with the stir and commotion which have arisen about the 

valuation. Not even during the height of the Budget 
controversy last year was there a greater interest taken 
in the land question. The newspapers, magazines and 
reviews are filled with discussions ot the subject. There 
was a time when the Taxation of Land Values was regarded 
with indifference and apathy, but the receipt of the valua-
tion forms by millions of land-owners has dispelled that 
indifferent attitude in their eases. It is a gigantic task 
which the Inland Revenue officials have undertaken, 
and it will bear wonderful fruit. This invasion of privi-
leges which the landowners have regarded as sacred gives 
rise to numerous movements on their part. There is 
something admirable as well as pathetic in the efforts 
made by the Land Union to withstand the progress of the 
principle which has now become the policy of the nation. 
Such a revolutionary and far-reaching change is bound 
to meet opposition until it has finally commended itself 
by its operation. There can be no return on this road, 
and we must make the most of the lessons which will be 
derived from the progress of this valuation. 

A New Move in Parliament. 
The statement signed by 134 Members of Parliament 

which appears in another column has received a remarkable 
amount of attention in the Press. The statement was 
presented as a memorial and petition to the Government, 
and this fact lias irritated the Conservatives, who thought 
that further demands should be stayed until the valuation 
was complete. The promoters of the memorial have quite 
other ideas. Bearing in mind the urgency of the problems 
which await the practical application ot the Budget's 
principle, they know that the valuation will be all too 
slow and the imposition of a tax too late. The next step 
cannot be taken too soon. Until now the land question 
has never been in Parliament as it has deserved to be. 
For hundreds of years Parliament has devoted itself very 
largely to securing privileges in land for a small class. 
Protests as numerous as they were futile have been made 
against this policy. It is only now that effect in the 
smallest way has been given to all those protests and 
rebellions, and no apology is required for seeking to occupy 
the time of Parliament in undoing the evil work that has 
been done through long centuries. There is no reason 
why the land question should fall out of any Session of 
Parliament, until the disgraceful and unholy conditions 
of poverty arc swept from the shores of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

Appreciation of the Land Question. 
We are fortunate here in Britain, we who believe that the 

substance of freedom and justice springs from the free 
and just use of land. We have been able to keep this 
view before the country in a steady if somewhat modest 
light, and the people have appreciated the view. They are 
interested in the land. They are conscious that they have 
been robbed of this thing which is as essential to them as 
breath, or the blood in their veins. They have made 
attempts to regain the freer use of land which their ancestors 
enjoyed in the rudest times. Hitherto they have faileH, 
but they have been wisely patient and careful, guiding 
their impulses by reason. In the Highlands and Low la ids 
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of Scotland, in the North of England and in Wales, in all 
the industrial centres there has been an appreciation of the 
fact thai- a determined attack is being made on the system 
which has waged war on the well-being of the people. 
Even in the South of England, where the influence of land-
owners stifles thought and expression, there are independent 
men who understand what is being done, and who are 
being drawn into the work. 

In whatever direction we turn we find a growing disposi-
tion to challenge landlordism. THE STATIST, one of the 
most influential financial journals in the country, has 
printed a long series of articles entitled : " Increasing 
the Purchasing Power." In his survey of conditions 
at home and abroad the writer has fearlessly condemned 
private property in land in its relation to business, and 
the articles throughout have recognised the identity of 
sound business and absolutely just conditions for the 
working people. The expression of these views and the 
growth of this spirit in such places are encouraging. 

The Working of the Leaven. 
It is not only at home that the idea of opening up the 

land to the activities of labour and capital and of freeing 
these activities from the penalties of taxation is spreading. 
Friends of land monopoly are beginning to be troubled 
because that idea is taking practical shape in Australia, 
and because in Europe and America it is more rapidly 
approving itself to men's sense of what is right in business 
and morality. The Free Trade Congress at Antwerp, 
at which men from a large number of countries were present, 
welcomed Mr. Verinder's statement of the principle, however 
reluctant the leaders of the Congress were to associate it 
with Free Trade. The forces which spring from this idea 
are gathering on all sides. 

A Counsel of Despair. 
Surely if there ever was a case for passive resistance 

it is with reference to these returns ? T suggest that 
a League of Passive Resisters be formed, and that 
the forms of return be pigeon-holed and left there. 
The authority for asking some of the questions is more 
than doubtful, and if a tithe only of the more than 
2,000,000 owners who are called upon to make the returns 
combine to do nothing, the whole of this absurd fabric 
will topple over, and if a sufficient number of owners 
act upon the suggestion the department will be help-
less to enforce the penalties. Quite a small fee in respect 
of each holding would cover the expenses of effecting 
the combination and of meeting any proceedings for 
enforcing the penalties, but if a sufficient number of 
owners combine I have a shrewd suspicion there never 
would be an attempt on any large scale to enforce the 
penalties. 

" A Country Solicitor " writes thus about the valuation 
forms in the T I M E S of August 22nd. For once the ideas 
and forces of revolution have got law and order on their 
side. Landlordism is to be undermined and destroyed in 
Great Britain, and instead of being able to invoke the powers 
of the law, or of the army, it finds them in other hands. 
This revolution is unlike a great many of its predecessors ; 
it has a sobering, steadying effect on the nation. The 
landlords and lawyers may struggle and kick, but there is 
an overwhelming force opposed to them. 

Holding up the Home Land. 
At a recent meeting of the Sutherland County Council a 

letter was read from the Duke of Sutherland declining to 
re-open the Kildonan and Suisgill goldfields at present, but 
stating that something might be done at some future f ime. 
Mr. A. S. Innes, Rogart. in a violent speech, declared the letter 
despotic and tyrannical. The only native industry they 

had was refused to them, and tradesmen were interdicted 
from pursuing the quest by legitimate means. The duke 
was contemplating a scheme to transport some hundreds 
more of the people of the country to frozen Alberta, and 
that he was doing rather than open up the country of 
Sutherland, where there were numerous opportunities of 
doing so. A motion regretting the duke's action was 
unanimously carried. 

This unanimity of the County Council in condemning 
the Duke's action indicates the strong spirit of revolt 
against the system of land tenure in Scotland. The time 
is fully ripe for the advocates of the Taxation of Land 
Values to co-operate with local agitators who are in favour 
of abolishing the power of the landowners. Nothing so 
dramatic as forcible evictions and the burning of crofters' 
houses has taken place in the Highlands recently, but the 
inhabitants are still conscious of being under the oppressive 
power of landlordism. They resort to emigration to the 
towns and Colonies as a means of escape. There is no 
better field for work than among people who feel and 
appreciate this baneful influence so directly, and in spite 
of efforts on the part of the Land Union and other landlord 
organisations we are confident that the Highlanders will 
respond to a clear appeal for the total and immediate 
destruction of the landlords' power. 

Backward Farming. 

Lord Richard Cavendish, Chairman of the Development 
Commission, speaking to his tenantry at Holker Hall on 
August 6th, called attention to what he regarded as two 
serious defects in modern farming methods, He said that 
from a scientific point of view we knew realty little of the 
habits and nature of the produce cultivated by a farmer. 
He suggested that our work of research and education 
should be improved, as he believed that we could largely 
increase the yield from the land of England. Again there 
was little or no combination amongst farmers in this 
country, and where they were far removed from market 
they had no facilities for the transit of their goods. 

There is much truth in Lord Richard Cavendish's state-
ment. The majority of British farmers could do much 
to improve the quality of their seeds and live stock, and 
indeed, their whole equipment for working the farms. 
They could also gain much by a system of co-operation 
in buying what they required and in marketing their 
produce. But nothing is more notorious in the history 
of British and Irish farming than the fact that as soon 
as farmers increase the output of their farms the land-
owners raise the rents to absorb the increase. This 
notorious fsct influences the farmers consciously and 
unconsciously. It stifles their enterprise, and is largely, 
or perhaps wholly, responsible for the comparative stagna-
tion that has marked methods of farming in a great many 
parts of this country. These farmers object to farm only 
for the benefit of others. 

Wasted Experience. 
The E V E N I N G N E W S of August 13th contained an account 

of the adventures of Mr. T. B. Ingram, who was educated 
for the Church, and who spent four years in investigating 
the conditions under which professional tramps live. 
In his travels he saw much of the worst conditions that 
prevail among other people than tramps. 

" I found," he says, " that the unskilled worker has 
a terribly hard struggle to get employment in London. 
I tried ' bill bunging '—that is distributing handbills— 
at 2s. 6d. a day. Then I became a sandwichman at 
Is. 2d. a day, . . 

" I had heard much of the fierce competition amongst 
clerks, and seeing an advertisement requiring one for an 
Oxford Street establishment, I made personal application 
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for the position. The salary was only 10s. a week, and 
applicants had to be able to correspond in German or 
French, operate a typewriter, and write shorthand. 
When I reached the office I found about a hundred 
applicants already there. My inquiries went to show 
that the out-of-work clerk in London has a very rough 
time of it, especially if a little grey should be showing 
in his head." 

Mr. Ingram, however, sees nothing wrong in these 
conditions, for he has come to the conclusion that " if a 
inan is what is called 1 down on his luck ' he has generally 
himself to blame. . . Any man who honestly wishes 
to do so can raise himself from the lowest social depths." 
We can scarcely imagine sandwich men at Is. 2d. a day 
or clerks at 10s. a week raising themselves very much. 
It would go hard with humanity and progress if all men 
shared Mr. Ingram's narrow opinions and sympathies. 

Landlordism Divided. 
The Land Union has broken out in a new place. Capt. 

Pretyman, in the D A I L Y MAIL , of August 18th, gave the 
outline of a new scheme which the Land Union proposes 
to carry out, and which the M A I L heartily endorsed and 
called " land for the asking," for establishing on small 
holdings what he calls the " pensioner class." The pen-
sioners include ex-soldiers and sailors, ex-policemen, men 
who have served in the fire brigade, civil servants and others 
who have by honourable public or private service earned 
or saved a small pension or income. " If anv applications 
are received," says Capt. Pretyman, " the Land Union will 
approach its landowning members and will endeavour to 
induce them to provide the necessary accommodation." 
He is very sanguine that landowners will do for his proteges 
what they will not do for agriculturalists, large or small. 
He believes they will willingly provide the necessary land, 
and perhaps the houses too, on favourable terms. One of 
the advantages of the scheme is, according to Capt. Prety-
men, that scoutmasters and organisers of clubs and sports 
would be provided for the villages. To us there is a sugges-
tion of landlords' agents. 

Capt. Pretyman asked for public opinion and criticism, 
and he got it, but we doubt if he is pleased. The D A I L Y 
EXPRESS, of August 19th, which might have been expected 
to be friendly, was very caustic. It called the scheme 

fatuous land ' reform ' that would result in ruin," and 
referring to the Unionist policy of land purchase, said :— 
" An ingenious and fatuous attempt is now being made 
to draw a red herring across the trail by the formulation of a 
counter scheme which, despite the large words with which 
it is announced, is quite obviously destined to fail, and is 
quite as obviously intended to prove, first, that there is no 
great demand for small ownership, and second, that small 
ownership is not a reasonable business proposition." In 
the leading article of the same issue a sneering reference 
was made to " land for the asking " at thirty years' purchase, 
and it was said that "as a matter of fact, without the 
combination of skill, untiring industry, credit and co-
operation, it is impossible to make a small holding pay its 
own expenses." 

This split in the ranks of landlordism is very instructive, 
showing that the campaign started in last year's Budget is 
putting them at sixes and sevens. One section is tumbling 
head over heels in its anxiety to do something which another 
section is trying to undo with a " red-herring," because they 
would rather take their chance of things turning out to their 
advantage. The E X P R E S S ' S sneer ab .ut thirty years' 
purchase applies with added force to their own scheme 
fur universal state-aided purchase. Under the present 
system of land monopoly both schemes must fail, because 
'he demand created will inflate the value of suitable land 
to an unprofitable extent. 

Antwerp Free Trade Congress. 
The representatives from the United Committee for the 

Taxation of Land Values, at the International Free Trade 
Congress at Antwerp, were more than pleased with the 
proceedings. Mr. Verinder's speech in explanation of his 

i paper was received with great enthusiasm, indicating 
quite cleaily that the Congress knew and approved of the 
" dri f t" of the speaker's remarks. The paper, of course, 
had been previously printed and circulated along with other 
papers written on the various phases of the controversy. 
We gladly take this opportunity of gratefully acknowledging 
the most generous entertainment afforded to the members 
of the Congress from beginning to end. Our Antwerp 
friends were more than kind, and did everything possible 
to make the visit of the delegates pleasant and agreeable. 
There were occasions all through the various entertainments 
for wholesome discussion of the Taxation of Land Values, 
and thanks to Mr. Fels raising the question in a vigorous 
way at the Congress, the subject came in for a good deal of 
criticism and explanation, wherever and whenever members 
of the Congress foregathered. Some of the newspapers on 
this side reported that the Chairman, "expressing the 
general feeling of the Congress," ruled that the question of 
taxing Land Values was a national one, special to England, 
and did not come properly within the scope of the Congress, 
and therefore further discussion was excluded. But with 
all due respect, this is not so. The Congress was very much 
in favour of considering the question, and had there been 
sufficient time, would in our judgment gladly have done so. 
It may be true that the Chairman and the organisers of the 
Congress thought it advisable to rule the question out of the 
scope of a Free Trade Congress, but the great body of the 
members present were decidedly not of that opinion. Mr. 
Veiinder got the most patient hearing, and at the conclusion 
of his remarks, received quite an ovation. There were quite 
a number of other papers and other speakers who did not 
get a hearing, for want of time. Mr. Verinder's paper on 
" The Relationship of the Taxation of Land Values to 
Free Trade" will be printed in pamphlet form in due 
course. 

KENMORE. 

T h e r o a d t h a t l eads t o K e n m o r e 
I s o v e r g r o w n w i t h grass . 

A n d b r a m b l e s s t r e t c h t h e i r f i nge r s 
W h e r e r ich fo lk u s e d t o pass . 

L a s t y e a r l eaves a r e b lowing 
U p o n t h e c o b b l e d way , 

A n d n e t t l e s r a n k l y g rowing 
W h e r e ch i ld ren u sed t o p l a y . 

T h e l i t t l e c ro f t a a r e fa l l ing , 
A n d fields a r e l y ing b a r e . 

T h e c u r l e w s ca l l ing , ca l l ing , 
A r e t h e o n l y c r e a t u r e s t h e r e . 

<) c o m e y e t o t h e f i shing. 
T h e w i n d is in t h e wes t , 

P r e p a r e y o u r s e l v e s fo r sa i l ing . 
T h e e v e n t i d e is bes t . 

Hut t h e l ads t h a t l ived in K e n m o r e 
Are long a g o a t res t . 

IVAN ( AMFBKIX. 

I n C O U N T R Y L I F E , . I i i i y 1 0 t h . 

T h e D A I L Y H K R A L D of Ade la ide ( S a t u r d a y e d i t i o n ) n o w c o n t a i n * 
regu la r ly a c o l u m n of n e w s of t h e m o v e m e n t o r a n e x p l a n a t o r y 
a r t i c l e c o n t r i b u t e d b y Miss E m i l y W i l l i a m s , S e c r e t a r y of t h e 
S ing le T a x L e a g u e of S o u t h A u s t r a l i a , 30 . P i n e C h a m t i e r s , 
P i r i e S t r e e t , Ade la ide , A u s t r a l i a . 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 

1 W e wou ld s i m p l y t a k e for t h e c o m m u n i t y w h a t be longs t o 
t h e c o m m u n i t y — t h e v a l u e t h a t a t t a c h e s to l a n d by t h e g r o w t h 
of t h e c o m m u n i t y ; l eave s ac r ed to t h e i n d i v i d u a l all t h a t 
b e l o n g s t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l . " — H e n r y Gtorge. 

OWNERSHIP V. TENANCY UNDER 
VALUATION. 

Mr. A. J. Balfour, writing on October 25th, 1909, said : 
" It is a mistake to suppose, as many people do. either 

that small ownership is the natural organisation of rural 
life—that is, the one which would universally prevail, but 
for antiquated laws and bad tradition—or that if, it were | 
suddenly established, as by a stroke of a pen, it would 
immediately work smoothly and automatically to the 
general advantage of all concerned. This is'too sanguine | 
a view. The life of a small owner, though honourable and | 
independent, is rarely an easy one. In some parts of the j 
country his industry needs for its full success to be supple- | 
mented by other employments ; it is laborious and requires 
the vigorous co-operation of all the members of the family 
who are able to help, be they young or old, male or female. 
It has its risks, and in many of the States where the system 
is most deeply rooted in the national life, it yet has to be 
sustained to heavy protective tariffs." 

Mr. Balfour is right. The life of the small owner is 
always one of hard work for a poor reward, and often a 
hopeless struggle with debt. The British tenant-farmers 
and farm workers are hard pressed just now, but they have 
no desire to be bound like serfs to mortgaged farms. They 
want land, but they know that the man who buys land 
with borrowed money does not really get the land. The 
land more often gets him in its grip and ruins him. There 
is no freedom for a man in this position. 

It is absurd and false to speak of small owners in France, 
Denmark, and Ireland, when these " owners " have to pay 
interest on millions of debt. As Mr. Balfour says, they and 
their families have to work from morning till night, on the 
farm and off it, to keep above water. The man who has 
borrowed too much money on his land is not a bit better off 
than the man who pays too much rent. When low prices 
or bad seasons come he is worse off, as he still pays interest 
at full rate. 

There is one fault or vice in our land policy. Whether it 
is the landlord-tenant system, the Small Holdings Act, or 
land purchase schemes, their first concern is to give the 
landlords a high rent or a high price ; it is only their second 
concern to give the farmer's and labourers the fair play which 
they need to make a living for themselves and others. 
This policy must be changed. If wc put the farmers and 
labourers first, not only will they themselves be better oft' 
but the landlords and all others will be better oft'. Farmers 
with plenty of capital can farm better than those with too 
little. Well-paid labourers can produce more than poorlv 

; paid labourers. They are better customers of other 
workers. But how can farmers keep or gather capital, 
how can they pay their labourers fair or sufficient wages, 
if the rents take away too much of the produce \ How can 
labourers improve their position when the landlords hold 

! back the land on which they must get an independent 
living ? 

The land of Great Britain must be placed at the service 
of the men who will work it. Until this is done, nothing will 
do any good to farming. Dukes, Marquises, Earls and other 
landlords are far too busy with other things to manage the 
land and rents of the whole country properly. They have 
had a fair chance for the last 400 years. They got most of 
the crown lands, most of the church lands, all the land of 
the Highland clans, most of the commons and common fields, 
and most of the land of Ireland. They have had more 
power than all the rest of the people combined. Controlling 
land they controlled everything. They have ruined agriculture 
over and over again. For agriculture is only another name 
for farmers and labourers. They hav<; made life a hell for 
these people, making them skip round the country and out 
of the country with high rents and haughty, disdainful 
treatment. They have broken the health and spirits of 
millions of men and tens of millions of helpless women and 
children. They have made the people poor. There are 
thousands of houses in our country that are a disgrace to 
the British nation, houses that take in rain, and are over-
crowded. Poor food, poor clothes, poor houses, breed con-
sumption and every disease. Idle land, or badly used land, 
means unemployed men, and unemployed men are poor men 
themselves and a burden to others. High rents make the 
men who pay them poor, and poor men do no good to anyone. 

There is no reason why men should be poor. All the 
land is not idle and badly farmed, and all rents are not 

• too high, but enough land is out of use and rents are too 
high in plenty of cases to keep trillions of people in poverty. 
All this must be changed. The British people have built 
splendid cities, splendid steamers, railways and locomotives, 
they are now building wonderful airships, but they have 
never yet managed to make a decent use of their land. 
They have failed because they have never really tried. 
There is onlv one step which will enable them to use their 
land as it ought to be used. They must take over from the 
landowners the power of controlling the land of the country. 
They must refuse and put aside Lord Lansdowne's claim. 
Speaking in the House of Lords on the Scottish Small Land 
Holder's Bill on August 14th, 1907, Lord Lansdowne said : 

i " Surely what gives reality to ownership, what makes it 
a valuable and precious thing to many people, is that we 
have hitherto associated with it the power of guiding the 
destinies of the estate, of superintending its development 
and improvement, and, above all things, tho right to select 
the persons to be associated with the proprietor in the culti-
vation of the soil." This is the very citadel of the land-
owner's power, and this must go. Up till now, the people 
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have never faced this claim. It is their duty and privilege 
to do it now. 

Whether it is a working man, a labourer, who wants a 
quarter of an acre for a cottage and garden, or a farmer who 
wants 20 or 40 acres, or another farmer who wants 100 or 
2<K> acres, or another farmer who wants 1,000 or 4,000 
aires, or a sportsman who wants a shooting or fishing, 
or a man who wants a site for a mansion and park, for a 
house, a tenement, or factory, or a railway company which 
wants land for a railway, or a mining company which wants 
to open a mine, it should be the business of all the responsible 
and intelligent people in every district to see that they get 
land for these objects, and that they get it on terms which 
will enable them to thrive and prosper. In the centre of 
London, as well as in the most distant parish of Ireland, 
the Hebrides, or Shetland, the occupiers of land should rise 
up and come out of their little narrow businesses, and exercise 
the right that Lord Lansdowne claims for the landowners. 
They will never be free and independent men until they do 
this. They will be at the mercy and disposal of the men 
who guide the destinies of the estate." 

The people have got their chance now in the valuation of 
land under the Budget of 1909. In every parish the 
men who know the value of the land best of all men in the 
world can form themselves into committees to advise and 
assist the Government valuers. They can decide what is the 
best use of the land for all concerned, and who are the 
people best fitted to use it. The value of t he land having been 
tixeel each year at a figure which would leave to its occupier a 
full return for his capital and labour, that value should be 
taken as the rent payable by t he occupier. 10 very piece of land 
would then be used in the way that would commend itself 
to the commonsense and opinion of all ; lie people; for every 
man could offer his opinion and every opinion would be 
heard. All the taxes on food, houses, shops, and other good 
things could be abolished, and a sufficient portion of the 
land value could be taken in their place. Everyone would 
pain. There would \>e higher wages, because far more land 
would be brought into use, and a greater demand would be 
made for labour. Labourers could save money and become 
capitalists. 

1 his is the only national or universal scheme of land reform 
before the country. It is the only one worth fighting for. 
It touches every parish and every acre of land in the country. 
It will make a man prospetous and all his customers pros-
perous. It is a reform for the labourer, farmer, builder, 
shopkeeper, manufacturer, miner, and every man who takes 

part in industry. Credit banks, small holdings and small 
ownerships are paltry, patchwork schemes for a small 
number of people. Under the form of Government assist-
ance, they all lead these people into the trap of mortgages, 
high prices and high rents. The Taxation of Land Values 
throws open the land to men. That is all they need, all they 
want; that is all they emigrate to the colonies to get. 
The British people do not ask for assistance. They only 
ask that the land should be set free for their use, that they 
themselves should be freed from high rents and taxes 
which deprive them of their ow n earnings. When they gain 
this request, they will be free as they have never been 
before. J.O. 

THE VALUATION AT WORK. 

THE forms relating to Land Valuation are now in the 
hands of owners, and the Press bristles with protests, 
because the British people at last have taken steps to get 
an official record of the value of every acre of British land. 
These protests appear mostly to come from " big men " 
professedly speaking in the interests of " small men." 
They wax indignant over the trouble and expense the 
" small man" is being put to, and condole with him 
on the still greater sufferings the new system holds in store. 
Small owners, it is said, are now freed from illusion as to 
the meaning of the Budget, which they, alas too late, now 
realise is only to add to their harassments and sufferings. 

It will not therefore be amiss to record our own experience 
of the new valuation, and by using a typical case as an 
illustration to show that with average intelligence the plain 
man can quite easily fill in the new valuation forms. 
Moreover, it can be shown that when the value of the 
land thus ascertained comes to be taken as the basis 
for rating, the typical occupier and owner of rural cottage 
property will benefit largely through the reduction in the 
amount of rates lie will have to pay. 

One of the Bedfordshire Parish Councils holds some small 
cottage property, and the other day received the much-
abused forms relative to Duties on Land Values. The 
property consists of four small cottages which stand in a 
row, on the outskirts of a village, of about 300 inhabitants. 
A form has been received for each cottage, and they were 
treated as follows :—At the outstart the commissioners 
furnish the following information, re Cottage A. 

Situation of property . . . . Green End Road. 
Estimated extent . . . . . . 1 5 poles. 
Gross estimated rental (or gross value in 

valuation list) £3 0 0 
Rateable value £2 5 0 

The questions asked in Part II. being those which have 
given rise to the outcry, we shall confine our attention to 
them. 

( 1 ) GKO.SS V A L U E . This is the combined value of the 
cottage, its site, and the garden if sold freehold with-
out any legal restrictions or fixed charges. The 
cottage is very old and in indifferent repair. 
Eighteen years' purchase of the gross estimated 
rental was therefore considered its fair market 
value, viz. :—£54. 

( 2 ) F U L L S I T E VALUE .—This is the value of the bare 
land apart from the value of improvements. The 
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site of cottage and garden covers 15 poles or about 
one-tenth of an acre. The land of the district is 
good market garden land worth about £40 per 
acre. But as the cottage and its garden stand on 
the main road and form part of the village, it was 
then thought reasonable to take the land as being 
worth £80 per acre, if sold freehold without any-
legal restrictions or fixed charges, and the full site 
value was then entered as £8 for one-tenth of an 
acre. 

(3) T O T A L V A L U E . — T h i s is the gross value, less what it 
would fetch if sold subject to any existing legal 
restrictions or fixed charges, W as there are none, 
it was entered at the same figure as the gross 
value, viz. :—£54. 

( 4 ) A S S E S S A B L E S I T E V A L U E . — A s there has been no 
expenditure incurred for the purpose of improving 
the value of the land as building land, or for other 
kindred purpose, this is the same as 'the full site 
value, and was entered at £8. So much for Cottage 
A. Cottage B is similar but somewhat smaller, 
thus :— 
Estimated extent . . . . . . 8 poles 
Gross estimated rental . . . . £2 5s. 
Rateable value . . . . . . . . £1 10s. 

The corresponding figures therefore worked out:— 
Gross value . . . . . . . . £40 0s. 
Full site value . . . . . . . . £4 0s. 
Total value . . . . . . £40 0s. 
Assessable site value . . . . . . £4 0s. 

No difficulty at all was found in arriving at these results, 
though we are of opinion that the definitions of the different 
values given on the forms might be expressed in simpler 
language. 

But this case, which must be a very typical one, provides 
a useful object lesson as to the great advantages of a system 
of local rating based on the value of the bare land (full site 
value) alone, instead of on the value of cottage and land 
combined (total value) as at present. It shows beyond j 
any question how the poorer rural districts can be relieved 
from the burden of rates without transferring it to any 
productive industry. Under the present system these four 
cottages pay £1 18s. in rates. But the site value is only 
one-eighth of the total value—£24 to £188—so that if 
rates were proportioned to site value instead of to total 
value, they would only amount to 4s. 8d., and even if we i 
rated the site value twenty shillings in the £ they could only 
reach 24s.! But we can hear the critics asking where the 
necessary money is to come from. The answer is simple. 
There is much land round about which though valuable is 
only partially used, and some of it altogether unused. 
This now virtually escapes rating, When the valuation 
is completed, all such land would pay on its site value and 
it would probably be found that the deficiency would be 
amply met. 

The village under discussion is within the Bedford Union. 
Bedford is a growing residential town with building land 
in good demand. All round it there is unused land valued 
by the owners at anything from £400 to £2,000 per acre. 
Bring this and all similar land under contribution to the 
rates, and not only would the deficiency in one village 
be made up, but the building land itself would very quickly 
become available to industry and provide employment 
for those who need it. Once the valuation is made, this 
double-edged weapon will be within our grasp. We do 
not say the change is to be effected without work and trouble, 
but we do maintain that they could not possibly be better 
spent than on a valuation which will pave the way for 
reforms such as these. 

W . R . LKSTBR, 

VALUATION IN " T H E GOOD OLD 
DAYS." 

W h e n t h e Ca ledon ian Canal (Sco t l and ) w a s m a d e , a p a r t of 
G l e n g a r y ' s e s t a t e w a s in t h e w a y — a b lack , useless m o o r , n o t 
v e r y e x t e n s i v e ; a j u r y was a p p o i n t e d t o e s t i m a t e t h e va lue . 
As soon a s t h e y were a s sembled , t h e y s a w G l e n g a r y a p p r o a c h i n g 
o n h o r s e b a c k w i t h f o u r of his D u n n e wassels a n d a b o u t t w e n t y 
gillies, fo l lowed b y a d o z e n of his fierce d e e r h o u n d s ; t h e y d id 
n o t m u c h l ike t h e a r r a y . G l e n g a r v w a r m l y ins i s t ed o n t h e 
va lue of t h e p ro [x ' f t y , b u t in o r d e r t o m a k e i t m o r e a p p a r e n t , 
t o ld t h e m t h e y m u s t cross a l i t t le loch. Befo re t h e y h a d t i m e 
t o r e fuse he whis t l ed loudly , a n d t h r e e o r f o u r Ber l ings* w i t h 
s t o u t r o w e r s d a s h e d r o u n d a h e a d l a n d . T h e j u r y w e r e b u n d l e d 
in sans ceremonie ve ry m u c h like sheep , a n d G l e n g a r y in g r e a t 
h a s t e c u t t h e g i r t h of his saddle , t o s sed i t i n t o one of t h e b o a t s 
a n d s p r a n g a f t e r it , t h e horse s w i m m i n g by . As s o o n a s he was 
s e a t e d , he b e g a n very coolly t o m e n d his g i r t h w i t h some pack-
t h r e a d ; h e r o w e d all r o u n d t h e l o c h e x p a t i a t i n g o n t h e g r e a t 
va lue of t h e p r o p e r t y a n d t h e r e m u n e r a t i o n which he e x p e c t e d , 
a n d t h e n t o o k t h e m t o a l i t t le cove w h e r e good chee r a n d p l e n t y 
of win:' a n d sp i r i t s we re p r o v i d e d . I n s h o r t , by t h e s e v a r i o u s 
m e a n s he o b t a i n e d a v a l u a t i o n of £10,000, f o r w h a t w a s t o h i m 
w o r t h nothing. I t w a s o b j e c t e d t o in t h e H o u s e of L o r d s , b u t 
Lord Melvil le r e m a r k e d t h a t G l e n g a r y wou ld b r i n g f i f t een 
h u n d r e d wi tnesses t o s w e a r t o t h e t r u t h , a n d it w a s passed . 

F r o m " L e t t e r s an i l Recol lec t ions of Sir W a l t e r S c o t t , " b y 
Mrs. H u g h e s (of Uff ing ton) . 

AN IMPEACHMENT OF PRIVATE 
PROPERTY IN LAND. 

From the "Statist," August 20th. 

Passing from these points, let us inquire what ought to 
be the land system of both territories (British East Africa 
and Uganda). We have given our reasons in the last article 
for holding that the railways ought to be built by the 
Government itself, and ought to be retained by the Govern-
ment until the settlers have become an important com-
munity, worthy of being endowed with self-government. 
One of the reasons we assigned for the conclusion at which 
we arrived, was that in that way the land policy of the new 
communities would not be prejudged. As an accident of 
conquest chiefly, individual ownership of land has come to 
be adopted in most European countries. It does not exist, 
as we know, in the larger part of India—at all events, 
amongst the ryots. And it does not exist amongst the 
peasants in Russia likewise. There was a time, in fact, 
when it existed nowhere. Indeed, it is not very long ago 
since the full ownership of the land came to be vested in 
private persons even in England. Nevertheless, since 
private ownership of land has become the established 
system in the more forward countries, it has been very 
generally held that such a system was required in the 
interests of civilisation. But of late opinion on that point 
has been changing. We do not refer to the kind of wild, 
unreasoned theory that passes under the name of Socialism. 
Wo are speaking now of real thinkers who are endeavouring 
to modify, at all events to some extent, extreme individual-
ism in regard to land by promoting co-operation, and to 
other thinkers who go very much farther. In the United 
States and in our own self-governing colonies it is taken 
for granted that individual ownership of land is the natural 
and right system—indeed, the only one that secures real 
prosperity. As a matter of fact, individual ownership of 
land has so far been only a partial success either in the 
United States or in our Colonies. Every person who has 
travelled widely in the United States must have often 

• A Berlmg was a halt-decked galley or rowing boat. 
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asked himself. Where is the rural population ? so exceed- why should it not be possible to induce immigrants to settle 
ingly sparse is it. There are great towns in abundance, upon the land as tenants, if you like to use the name, 
hut there is little evidence of a rural population. Greater though it is not quite, what we are suggesting '! Suppose 
New York is. in population, the second city in Christendom, a plot of land is offered to any white family that is willing 
and Chicago is following close upon its footsteps. There is to settle upon and cultivat- it, and that no payment of 
a multitude of smaller, but still large, cities all over the any kind is asked from the settler for three years, or five 
United States. Again, the whole population of the State years, or whatever may be considered a reasonable period ; 
of New South Wales is only 1,591,673, but 592,100, or 37'2 that after that time he is required to pay a very modest 
per cent, of the total population, is contained in the single rent, say (id. an acre, or again, whatever sum is considered 
,-ity of Sydney. Evidently, then, private ownership of reasonable ; and that he takes the land on such terms with 
land, though it can be acquired on exceedingly easy terms, the proviso that there is to be a new assessment at the end 
does not ensure the settlement of a large population on the of another period of from 10 to 30 years, as may be deemed 
l a n d , n o r does it prevent overcrowding, with all its attend- most expedient, and with the further condition that he 
ant evils, even in the very newest countries. Every person should not exhaust the fertility of the soil in a few years 
who has visited the United States and explored the poorer and then pass onward. If that were done it would lie pos-
quarters of New York is aware that overcrowding, poverty, sible to get rid of the bad husbandman, and clearly a very 
and distress are almost as great as in European capitals. modest rent of (id. or Is. an acre would not be a burden 
There is likewise in the great American cities a deplorable that any industrious man would seriously feel, especially 
excess of child labour. In short, the tenement houses of if he were not asked for any payment until three or live 
New York have little to boast over the slums of London, years had expired, and had given him the opportunity to 
Chicago, again, presents as much poverty and distress as raise crops quite sufficient to support himself and his family 
European great towns, and even more crimes of violence and to leave something for a rainy day. 
and general lawlessness. The same may be said of every Again, suppose that when a town lot. is laid out, the 
great American city. It is quite true, of course, that New builder is granted land for building on a lease, why should 
York is the port at which the vast majority of foreign lie refuse to accept such a proposal when he lias been aceus-
immigrants to the United States land. Many of them are tomed all his life to a precisely similar system at home"? 
poor and settle down in the big towns, where they can most In other words, why should it be possible for a landowner 
promptly find employment. But we have shown that in towns at home to induce people to take leasehold pro-
New South Wales, the oldest of the Australian colonics, i perty and build upon it, and quite impossible for a Govern-
and vet one to which emigration has not been on a great ment to institute the same system in a new colony ? Sup-
scale, is suffering from the same disease as the United pose the system were to prove acceptable the land would 
States. Furthermore, private ownership of land has not j remain the property of the State, and in time would acquire 
ensured good cultivation. Everyone, indeed, who has ' high value, for everywhere the value of (own hits rises as 
studied the growth of the United States must have been towns increase in size and prosperity. Thus, without any 
convinced by what he saw that what we have just said is encroachment upon vested rights of any kind, the. advan-
true—for example, the West has been settled mainly by i tages of the unearned increment would be secured. Ulti-
immigrants from the East. There has been an incessant j mately, when the new community becomes fit for self-
pushing forward from the Eastern and older States of the ! government, it would be at its option to continue the 
I'nion. first to the Middle West, and then to the West, i system it finds established, or to adopt any other system 
And this constant migration is, to a very considerable it prefers. In the meanwhile the Government has fitted 
extent at least, caused by the habit American farmers have the land for occupation and cultivation, and has prepared 
imbibed of cultivating the lands on which they settle as long the way for the growth of towns, and, furthermore, has 
as their natural fertility lasts, and then passing on to new kept open for the people themselves the choice of the land 
soil, not incurring the expense of providing proper fertilisers, system that is to prevail. 
Even now, when the West is being rapidly filled up, Ameri-
can farmers in immense numbers are leaving the Union and 
settling in Western Canada. Moreover, what is true of the HERE AND THERE. 
United States is true equally of Canada. It will be seen j 
then, that individual ownership of the soil does not ensure Newcastle-on-Tvne is moving in economic knowledge and 
good cultivation. Lastly, individual ownership of the soil p r a c t ice . On August 10th it abolished the toll or impost levied 
does not ensure industry and thrift. Anyone who is ( ) n g,)OCis entering and leaving the city. The total yield of the 
familiar with anv large American city is aware how much toll was £9,fi00 a year. The cost of collection was about £1,6(10, 
p o v e r t y a n d m i s e r y i t c o n t a i n s . I t m a y b e o b j e c t e d t h a t to l l b o x e s b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d a t e v e r y ex i t . T h e abo l i t ion of the 
the immigration from Europe is on an immense scale, that toll had to be conceded when the city wished to extend its 

, . . . . • i • l Kniinrlariou 
every year the class of immigrants is becoming poorer and 
less civilised, and that it is not surprising, therefore, that 
there should be a residuum of wretchedness. Well, let 
us then, look to Australia, whither for many a year there 
has been no rush of poor emigrants, and we see that the 
" sundowner " is a recognised institution. In spite, then, 
of all the idyllic writing about the magic of property, it is 
clear from experience in many climes that private ownership 
of land has not the virtues generally attributed to it. We 
would ask. then, Why should a community which does not 
intend to settle either in British East Africa or in Uganda 
determine beforehand what, is to be the and system of 
these two territories ? Why should not the Government 
of that community leave the question open, to be settled 
after full experience by the inhabitants themselves ? 
Suppose, for example, that it is found that British East 
Africa really is suited for colonisation by whites, that they 
can work on the land under the hottest sun and prosper, 

* * * 

A c o r r e s p o n d e n t f r o m A y l e s b u r y wr i tes : — 
" Sincc 1 h a v e t a k e n u p t h e s u b j e c t of the. T a x a t i o n of L a n d 

Va lues , all o t h e r r e f o r m s I w a s f o r m e r l y i n t e r e s t e d in s e e m 
n o w t o lie b o u n d u p in th i s one . I t h a d n e v e r o c c u r r e d t o m e 
be fo re , b u t I a m c o n v i n o e d t h a t wc can e d u c a t e t h e peop le , 
a n d i t is w o r t h t h e t r y i n g . I o f t e n wish 1 h a d suf f ic ien t 
s u r p l u s w e a l t h . I s h o u l d be, l ike J o s e p h F e l s — a t l eas t , I 
h o p e so ! " 

* * * 

A n o t h e r A y l e s b u r y c o r r e s p o n d e n t wr i tes : — 
" I a m in rece ip t of y o u r R e p o r t , a n d a l so copies of leaf le ts 

fo r d i s t r i b u t i o n o n t h e s u b j e c t of t h e T a x a t i o n of Ivvnd Values . 
I h a v e n o use fo r t h e m , a n d I h a v e n o i n t e n t i o n of a s s i s t ing 
in s u c h a c r u s a d e of r o b b e r y a n d d e s t r u c t i o n wh ich is b r e a t h e d 
in e v e r y l ine of t h e recen t B u d g e t . . . . I a m m u c h obl iged 
t o y o u fo r t h e offer of leaf le ts f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n a n d for f u r t h e r 
copies of t h e R e p o r t . A n y t h i n g I can d o in m y h u m b l e w a y 
t o c o u n t e r a c t t h e i r effect you m a y rely on m y d o i n g . " 
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T h e GLASGOW E V E N I N G N E W S of J u l y 7 t h i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h e . s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e l a n d in t h i s c o u n t r y is w o r t h 300 t i m e s 
a s m u c h a s i t w a s 200 y e a r s ago . 

* * * 

A h a i r spec ia l i s t h a s c o m e f o r w a r d w i t h t h e w a r n i n g t h a t , 
if t h e la rge h a t c raze c o n t i n u e s , w o m e n will lose t h e i r ha i r . 
W e c a n well be l ieve th i s . I t m u s t be e x t r e m e l y di f f icul t t o f ind 
a n y t h i n g in t h o s e h u g e s t r u c t u r e s . — P U N C H . 

* * * 

In a l ec tu re a t t h e R o y a l U n i t e d Se rv ice I n s t i t u t e , Mr. N . W . 
T h o m a s s t a t e d t h a t a r e e d i n s t r u m e n t p l a y e d in N ige r i a p ro-
d u c e d e x a c t l y t h e s a m e e f f e c t a s t h e S c o t t i s h b a g p i p e s . T h i s 
r e n d e r s t h e local p r e v a l e n c e of s l eep ing s i ckness all t h e m o r e 
mys te r ious .—PUNCH. 

* * * 

T h e a v e r a g e d a i l y s u p p l y of w a t e r b y t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n W a t e r 
B o a r d t o L o n d o n is a b o u t 225 ,000 ,000 ga l lons , w e i g h i n g 1 ,007,410 
t o n s a n d su f f i c i en t t o fill a c a n a l 8 5 mi le s long, 2 0 f t . wide , a n d 
4 f t . d e e p , o r 201 ,482 r a i l w a v w a g g o n s ( e a c h h o l d i n g five t o n s 
of w a t e r ) , m a k i n g a t r a i n o v e r 800 mi les in l e n g t h . 

* * * 

Dr. D a n i e l W i l l i a m s , a n e m i n e n t N o n c o n f o r m i s t " d i v i n e 
of Hie 1 7 t h c e n t u r y a n d a p r o m i n e n t c h a m p i o n of t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
of 1 (>88, l e f t some b e q u e s t s t o v a r i o u s re l ig ious bodies . T h e 
i n c o m e f r o m the se b e q u e s t s n o w a m o u n t s t o o v e r £5 ,000 a 
y e a r . T h e m o n e y h a s b e e n l a rge ly i n v e s t e d in l a n d in D e n b i g h -
shi re , E s s e x a n d Suf fo lk . 

* * * 

A t t h e C o n f e r e n c e of t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m C o m m e r c i a l T r a v e l -
lers ' A s s o c i a t i o n h e l d a t Hul l o n A u g u s t 3 r d , t h e f o l l o w i n g 
r e s o l u t i o n f r o m t h e Br i s to l b r a n c h w a s m o v e d a n d a d o p t e d : — 
" T h a t in v iew of t h e d i s l o c a t i o n of b u s i n e s s d u r i n g t h e l o n g 
p e r i o d o c c u p i e d b y t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m of g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n s 
t h i s c o n f e r e n c e u r g e s o n P a r l i a m e n t t h e p rov i s ion in t h e n e x t 
e l e c t o r a l bill t h a t al l e l e c t i o n s sha l l be h e l d o n o n e d a y . " 

* * * 

A l d e r m a n Bussey , w h o t o o k t h e c h a i r a t t h e a n n u a l m e e t i i i " 
in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h o Hol les ley B a y F a r m Co lony , s a id t h a t 
d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r 1,460 m e n h a d b e e n e m p l o y e d a t t he c o l o n y 
f o r a n a v e r a g e pe r iod of s l i gh t ly o v e r n i n e weeks . T h e n u m b e r 
of d e p e n d a n t s r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h i s f igure w a s 7,160, o r a n a v e r a g e 
f a m i l y of a wi fe a n d f o u r c h i l d r e n . T h e c o s t of t h e c o l o n y h a d 
b e e n r e d u c e d . F r o m t h e first y e a r , w h e n t h e t o t a l cos t of t h e 
m a n a n d his f a m i l y w a s S i s . (id. p e r w e e k , it h a d b e e n r e d u c e d 
in 1909 t o 26s. 6d . . a n d a s t h e m a r k e t g a r d e n c u l t i v a t i o n c a m e 
i n t o fu l l b e a r i n g t h i s figure w o u l d be still f u r t h e r r e d u c e d . 

* * * 

A p r a y e r m e e t i n g w a s he ld y e s t e r d a y a t t h e off ices of t h e 
A n t i -Socia l i s t U n i o n of t h e C h u r c h e s f o r t h e p u r p o s e of " o b t a i n -
ing a b less ing o n t h e c a m p a i g n t o be u n d e r t a k e n b y t h e u n i o n 
in W a l e s n e x t w e e k . " T h e R e v . G e o r g e F r e e m a n , w h o p r e s i d e d , 
s a id t h a t t h e u n i o n d i d n o t i n t e n d t o be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h po l i t i ca l 
w o r k a n d n e v e r w o u l d be. T h e y c o u l d n o t vis i t a t o w n f o r 
f ive m i n u t e s b e f o r e i t w a s r u m o u r e d a l l o v e r t h a t i t w a s a " T o r y 
t r i c k . " I t w a s s c u r r i l o u s in t h e e x t r e m e . If t h e m i n i s t e r s ha i l 
a n y i d e a of t h e f e e l i n g of t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h e y 
w o u l d be t h e u n i o n ' s f r i e n d s a n d n o t i t s c r i t ics . T h e C h u r c h e s 
h a d a g r e a t d e a l t o lose if t h e y c o n t i n u e d t o o p p o s e t h e u n i o n . 
'I'IMES, A u g u s t 13 th . 

* * * 

T h e c los ing se rv ices a t B e l g r a v e C h a p e l , B e l g r a v e S q u a r e , 
we re h e l d y e s t e r d a y , w h e n t h e i n c u m b e n t , t h e R e v . H e r b e r t 
M a r s t o n , o n e of t h e f e w b l i n d c l e r g y m e n in t h e C h u r c h of E n g l a n d , 
p r e a c h e d b o t h in t h e m o r n i n g a n d in t h e e v e n i n g . K i u g E d w a r d ! 
t h e D u c h e s s of T e e k . a n d P r i n c e s s Louise D u c h e s s of A r g y l l 
u s e d a t o n e t i m e t o a t t e n d scrvico a t B e l g r a v e C h a p e l , a n d h a d 
t h ' c h u r c h b e e n f o u n d e d o n t h e s a m e l ines a s m a n y of t h e City-
c h u r c h e s t h e r e m i g h t h a v e b e e n n o n e e d fo r i t s d i s so lu t i on . 
B u t i t w a s a p r o p r i e t a r y chape l , b u i l t o n g r o u n d b e l o n g i n g t o 
t h e e s t a t e of t h e D u k e of W e s t m i n s t e r , a n d he ld u n d e r a leaso of 
£120 a y e a r , w h i c h h a s n o w e x p i r e d . T h e a u t h o r i t i e s d e c l i n e d 
t-> g r a n t a r e n e w a l of t h e lease, a n d all e f f o r t s m a d e b y a D e f e n c e 
C o m m i t t e e t o p r e v e n t t h e b u i l d i n g b e i n g p u t t o a s e c u l a r use 
h a v o u n f o r t u n a t e l y fa i l ed . W i t h i n a s h o r t t i m e , t h e r e f o r e . 
B e l g r a v e Chape l , once c r o w d e d t o t h e p u l p i t s t e p s , will h a v e 
d i s a p p e a r e d , a n d a n u m b e r of r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s will be 
e r e c t e d o n i t s site.—MORNING POST, A u g u s t 8 t h . 

T h e Sheff ie ld B o a r d of G u a r d i a n s , w h i c h fo r t h e p a s t 14 y e a r s 
h a s r e n t e d a f a r m a t W a d s l e y Br idge , y e s t e r d a y d e c i d e d t o give 
u p t h e d e p a r t m e n t o n a c c o u n t of t h e u n s a t i s f a c t o r y financial 
resul t s . T h e p r inc ipa l o b j e c t s of t h e f a r m w e r e t o p r o v i d e mi lk 
a n d m e a t fo r t h e w o r k h o u s e a n d h o s p i t a l a n d h e a l t h y w o r k 
fo r t h e ab l e -bod i ed p a u p e r s ; b u t i t s c r i t ics s a y t h a t i t h a s been 
h a n d i c a p p e d b y t h e w a g e s of officials a n d t h e f a c t t h a t t h e bes t 
cou ld n o t be g o t o u t of t h e l abour e m p l o y e d . T h e loss l a s t y e a r 
w a s £549, a n d tho t o t a l loss in t h e 14 y e a r s w a s £1,246.—TIMES. 
A u g u s t 18 th . 

* * * 

A W O R D F O R T H E L I T E R A T U R E D I S T R I B U T I O N . 

l^ouis F . P o s t wr i tes , J u l y 2 4 : — 
Y o u r p l a n of p u t t i n g l i t e r a t u r e i n t o e v e r y h o u s e seems t o 

m e t h e bes t poss ib le . I t m a y i n t e r e s t y o u t o k n o w t h a t 
t h i s p lan w a s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y c a r r i ed o u t f o r y e a r s b y 
t h e o p p o r t u n i s t socia l i s t s of M i l w a u k e e ; a n d t h a t 
m o r e t o t h a t w o r k t h a n t o a n y o t h e r o n e t h i n g , o r 
p e r h a p s t o all o t h e r t h i n g s t o g e t h e r , t h e y owe t h e i r 
c a p t u r e of t h e c i ty of M i l w a u k e e a t l a s t s p r i n g ' s elec-
t i o n . W h e n e v e r a n y q u e s t i o n t h a t e x c i t e d pub l i c 
i n t e r e s t in t h e c i ty a rose , t h e y wou ld m a k e a social is t 
t r a c t u p o n t h e basis of t h a t q u e s t i o n , a n d , w i t h a well-
o r g a n i s e d c o r p s of d i s t r i b u t e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c i ty , 
each r e spons ib le fo r a sma l l t e r r i t o r y , t h e y wou ld 
p u t t he se t r a c t s i n t o t h e h a n d s of e v e r y f a m i l y . 1 
m e n t i o n th i s t o g ive y o u t h e benef i t of a n a c t u a l 
po l i t i ca l expe r i ence , r e s u l t i n g f r o m a m e t h o d of w o r k 
s imi l a r t o t h a t which y o u a r c p r o p o s i n g t o u n d e r t a k e 
in G r e a t B r i t a i n . 

W i t h m o s t cord ia l r e g a r d s t o y o u r o w n official f a m i l y a t 
20, To th i l l , a n d t h e b o y s in Wa le s , I r e l a n d , S c o t l a n d 
a n d t h e o t h e r p r o v i n c e s w i t h i n y o u r j u r i sd i c t i on , 

1 a m , a s eve r , 

S ince re ly y o u r f r i e n d , 
Louis F . P O S T . 

A WORLD'S SINGLE TAX CONGRESS. 

E D I T O R , L A N D V A L U E S . 

Since l e a v i n g h o m e 1 h a v e r ece ived a l e t t e r f r o m J o s e p h F . 
Dar l i ng , o r g a n i s e r of t h e b i n d Va lue T a x P a r t y in N e w Y o r k , in 
which he m a k e s a n i n t e r e s t i n g sugges t ion , l i e u rges t h a t it is 
h igh t i m e f o r a W o r l d ' s I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n of t h o s e w h o 
bel ieve in t h e s u p p o r t of g o v e r n m e n t b y t h e l evy of a s ingle t a x 
on l a n d va lues , o m i t t i n g all t a x e s on i n d u s t r y o r i t s p r o d u c t s . 

Mr. D a r l i n g calls a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s ingle t a x 
idea h a s t a k e n r o o t in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , in C a n a d a , in G r e a t 
Br i t a in , in A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w Z e a l a n d , in G e r m a n y , F r a n c e , 
D e n m a r k a n d o t h e r c o u n t r i e s of E u r o p e , a n d t h a t o n e of t h e 
m o s t u r g e n t s u p p o r t e r s of t h e p r inc ip l e is t h e v e n e r a b l e T o l s t o y , 
t h e ripe ph i l o sophe r a n d g r a n d o ld m a n of E u r o p e . He t h i n k s 
it would be a good idea to h a v e t h e call f o r s u c h a C o n f e r e n c e 
o r Congress s igned b y T o l s t o y , even t h o u g h h e wou ld n o t be a b l e 
t o a t t e n d pe r sona l ly . 

A t a r e c e n t m e e t i n g of t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e of t h e E n g l i s h 
I / i aguc f o r T a x a t i o n of I . and Va lues , I called a t t e n t i o n t o Mr. 
D a r l i n g ' s l e t t e r , a n d t h e idea w a s v e r y f a v o u r a b l y rece ived . 
T h e C o m m i t t e e r e q u e s t e d m e t o w r i t e to LAND VALUES, w h i c h 
I g l a d l y d o , w i t h ful l f a i t h t h a t a success fu l Congress c a n b e 
a r r a n g e d fo r , espec ia l ly if o u r Eng l i sh b r e t h r e n t a k e t h e l ead . 
T h e r e is n o d o u b t in m y m i n i t h a t s u c h a Congres s , w i t h de le-
g a t e s f r o m all c ivi l ised n a t i o n s , w o u l d h a v e a t r e m e n d o u s i n f luence 
in ca l l ing t h e wor ld ' s a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s g r ea t p r o p a g a n d a fo r t h e 
u p l i f t of h u m a n i t y . I t wou ld lie v e r y cheer ing , if t h e call 
f o r s u c h a Congress s h o u l d n o w be p r e p a r e d , t o h a v e i t s igned by-
T o l s t o y whi le lie is w i t h us o n e a r t h , e v e n t h o u g h h e m a y not 
be w i t h us w h e n t h e Congress t a k e s p lace . H i s n a m e s h o u l d 
h e a d t h e list of s i g n a t u r e s . 

I t s e e m s t o m e t h a t t h e Engl i sh o r t h e A m e r i c a n l and v a l u e 
t a x e r s w o u l d be d o i n g a g o o d w o r k if t h e y wou ld p r e p a r e such a 
call w i t h o u t d e l a y , w i t h o n e o r m o r e s igner s f r o m e v e r y civil ised 
n a t i o n . W e c a n n o t e s t i m a t e t h e g o o d t h a t m i g h t lie a c c o m -
pl i shed b y s u c h a Congress if he ld in 1911, o r p o s s i b l y in 1912 ; 
t h e ear l ie r d a t e wou ld be b e t t e r . 

Y o u r s for t h e cause , 
G E O R G E W A L L A C E , 

C h a i r m a n . E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e of L a n d 
Value T a x P a r t y of U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

S t r a n d P a l a c e H o t e l , L o n d o n 
A u g u s t 18 th , 1910. 
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WASTE LAND IN ENGLAND. 
W e h a v e o f t en occasion to make tho 

s t a t e m e n t t h a t the re is much land in 
Eng land lying idle, a n d tha t there is also 
m u c h which is badly f a rmed . Criticism 
of th is s t a t e m e n t f r e q u e n t l y comes f rom 
fa rmers in d i f fe ren t qua r t e r s . Men who 
h a p p e n t o live in a d i s t r ic t which is fu l ly 
occupied and modera t e ly well f a rmed , a re 
inclined t o believe t h a t the whole c o u n t r y 
is t r ea t ed in a similar manne r . T h e 
pho tog raphs on this page i l lustrate the 
condi t ions which preva i l in the coun ty 
of Essex. T h e y give views of land at 
Laintlon. miles f rom London. T h e 
first, pho tog raph is of a field on a fa rm 
of 305 acres, which has been ou t of culti-
va t ion for some t w e n t y years . 'The second 
pho tograph shows a, h a r v e s t field on the 
ne ighbour ing fa rm. The crop of w h e a t 
is no t ve ry heavy , p a r t l y owing to the 

R E A P I N G A W H E A T F I E L D . 

some seven or e igh t farms, e x t e n d i n g 
t o a b o u t 2 ,000 acres. He was fully alive 
to the loss which the dis tr ic t suffered 
owing to this unused land . He rememlx-red 
when far more men were employed in 
working it, and h a d no d o u b t tha t a n 
equal numlier could still l>c employed . 
Over a g rea t pa r t of Essex this m e t h o d 
of using t h e l and i s c o m m o n . A conserva-
t ive fa rmer , who has h a d e ighteen yea r s 
exper ience, e s t ima tes t h a t the c o u n t y 
could produce th ree t imes as m u c h as it 
does under a n average s t a n d a r d of fa rming . 
It is not only the loss due to the wan t of 
cu l t iva t ion which is wasteful and un-
businesslike, but when a cu l t iva ted f a r m 
lies beside one or t w o uncul t iva ted f a r m s 
t h a t are given up t o weeds, it is doub ly 
difficult t o keep t h e land 'clean. I t is 
probable t h a t within fo r ty miles of 1/ indon, 
in Essex alone, the re are 25,000 or 30,000 
acres in th is uncu l t iva ted s tate . 

V I E W O F A N I D L E F A R M O F 3 0 0 A C R E S . 

wi t weather of l a s t a u t u m n a n d winter . 
The farm is wel l -managed however , and 
employs a considerable n u m b e r of men. 
The thi rd pho tog raph t a k e s in f o u r fields 
of this f a rm a n d on t h e o the r side a fa rm 
of al>out 120 acres which is wholly 
unoccupied. As a p ic tu resque view it is 
rather fine, since the coarse long grass now 
turning whi te , w i th t h e t h o i n bushes 
growing up a m o n g it, m a k e s a sufficiently 
pleasing landscape. This f a r m former ly 
employed four men in add i t ion t o the 
farmer. An old w o r k m a n in t h e h a r v e s t 
field on being a sked if the re was m u c h 
vacant l and in the dis t r ic t , r ep l i ed : 
" Hundreds of a c r t s — t o o much . Some 
men have b o u g h t it, bu t i t ' s no good t o 
them or anyone else. Somet imes horses 
are tu rned on t o i t , a n d get h u n g up in 
the bushes." Asked how m a n y acres of 
unused land there migh t be wi th in three 
or live miles of La indon , he men t ioned 

C U L T I V A T E D A N D U N C U L T I V A T E D F A R M S . 
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

£50 ,000 for a Site. 
A W h i t e P a p e r issuer! on A u g u s t 4 t h s t a t e s t h a t t h e G o v e r n -

m e n t h a v e p u r c h a s e d f o r £50 ,000 t h e p e r p e t u a l r e n t - c h a r g e of 
£1 ,600 pe r a n n u m p a i d t o Karl do la W a r r in r e s e c t of p a r t 
of t h e s i te of t h e Old C u s t o m H o u s e , wh ich is n o l onge r in o c c u p a -
t i on of t h e Crown . T h e a m o u n t is e q u a l t o 31.J veal 's ' p u r c h a s e , 
a n d t h e r e d e m p t i o n m o n e y is p r o v i d e d b y t h e c r e a t i o n of a 
t e n y e a r s ' a n n u i t y of £5,93(1 l i s . 

A High Price for Farm Land. 

T h e G a r t h e s t a t e , Breconsh i r e , e x t e n d i n g t o 1 ,829 acres , w a s 
sold b y a u c t i o n y e s t e r d a y at t h e R o c k H o u s e Hote l , L l a n d r i n d o d 
Wel ls , b y Mr. H o w a r d F r a n k , of t h e f i rm of K n i g h t , F r a n k a n d 
R u t l e y , I'or £27,500, t h e p u r c h a s e r l ieing Mr. D a v i d E v a n s 
J o n is, of W h i t c h u r c h , w h o s e . i n t en t i on is t o res ide t h e r e . 

T h e p r i ce real ised, w h i c h is equ iva l en t , t o 3 0 y e a r s ' p u r c h a s e 
o n t h e p r e s e n t r e n t s , is c o n s i d e r e d a high o n e f o r l and in t h i s 
p a r t of t h e coun t ry .—TIMES, A u g u s t l l l l i . 

Lord Manvers's Estates . 

W i t h r e f e r ence t o L o r d M a n v e r s ' s dec is ion t o sell a p o r t i o n 
of his e s t a t e s n e a r N o t t i n g h a m , a co r r e sponden t , w r i t e s t h a t , 
d e s p i t e t h e e n h a n c e d va lue of t h e po r t ion of his e s t a t e s on t in ' 
e a s t e r n s ide of t h a t b o r o u g h o w i n g t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of t r a m -
w a y s a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e m i n i n g d i s t r i c t . L o r d M a n v o r s 
c o n s i d e r s t h a t t h e n e w l a n d t a x e s i m p o s e d by Mr. L loyd G e o r g e ' s 
Budget, a r e so h e a v y a s t o m a k e t h e r e t e n t i o n of mih i i i l t - unon 
land n o longer de s i r ab l e . He h a s t h e r e f o r e d e c i d e d t o d i spose 
of a l a r g e q u a n t i t y of h i s u r b a n l and in t h a t n e i g h b o u r h o o d , 
w h e r e t h e Man vers f a m i l y h a v e b e e n l a rge l a n d o w n e r s f o r 
g e n e r a t i o n s . H i s dec i s ion does n o t a p p l y t o h i s P i e r r e p o n t o r 
C o t g r a v o e s t a t e s o r p u r e l y a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d , b u t o n l y t o t h a t 
w h i c h i.s, o r m a y b e c o m e , l iable t o i n c r e m e n t d u t i e s u n d e r t h e 
n e w F i n a n c e Act .—TIMES, A u g u s t l l t l i . 

Rates on Rai lway Property. 
A t t h e h a l f - y e a r l y g e n e r a l m e e t i n g of t h e L o n d o n , B r i g h t o n 

a n d S o u t h Coas t R a i l w a y C o m p a n y , ho ld o n A u g u s t 3rd , L o r d 
Beasborough , t h e c h a i r m a n , said : — 

A t t e n t i o n h a d b e e n cal led o n m o r e t h a n o n e occas ion t o t h e 
b u r d e n of r a t e s , a n d t h e necess i ty fo r s t e p s t o be t a k e n t o re l ieve 
t h e m f r o m some of t h e b u r d e n . T h i s w a s t h e y e a r of t h e qu in -
q u e n n i a l r e - v a l u a t i o n , a n d t h e r a t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s in e v e r y o n e 
of t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n pa r i shes t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e c o m p a n y ' s 
r a i l w a y ran w e r e s eek ing t o inc rease t h e i r a s s e s s m e n t in some 
cases t o t h e e x t e n t of s eve ra l t h o u s a n d p o u n d s . T h e y i iad g i v e n 
no t i ce of o b j e c t i o n in e a c h case, a n d h o p e d t o succeed in o b t a i n i n g 
s o m e benef ic ia l a d j u s t m e n t , if n o t in e v e r y pa r i sh , a t a n y r a t e 
in t h e a g g r e g a t e , whi le t h e i r gene ra l po l icy w a s t o d o t h e i r bes t 
t o o b t a i n r e d u c e d a s s e s s m e n t s o n a n y p a r t of t h e r a i l w a y w h e n -
e v e r o p p o r t u n i t y a rose . 

Cottage Hovels at Winchester . 
A t a m e e t i n g of t h e W i n c h e s t e r Counci l on A u g u s t 4 t h t h e 

S a n i t a r y C o m m i t t e e p r e s e n t e d a report on t h e h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
of t h e p o o r in t h e c i ty . T h e C o m m i t t e e ' s conc lus ions were t h a t 
t h e s u p p l y of c o t t a g e s w a s no t a d e q u a t e , b u t t h a t un t i l p r i v a t e 
e n t e r p r i s e h a d fa i led i t w a s u n d e s i r a b l e t h a t t h e Counci l s h o u l d 
itself bu i ld t h e n e c e s s a r y a c c o m m o d a t i o n . T h e m e d i c a l off icer 
sa id t h a t al l t h e w i tne s se s e x a m i n e d e x c e p t i n g o n e s p o k e of a 
s c a r c i t y of dwel l ings f o r w o r k i n g m e n a t a s u i t a b l e r en t I t 
was a c o m m o n t h i n g fo r m o r e t h a n o n e f a m i l y t o l ive in t h e 
s a m e c o t t a g e , while i t w a s s t a t e d t h a t r e n t e h a d i n c r e a s e d 

pe r cen t , in f o r t y yea r s , a n d 11 p e r cen t , in t h e last five 
y e a r s . T h e med ica l of f icer ' s r e p o r t s h o w e d t h a t a n u m b e r of 
c o t t a g e s i n t h e c i t y were u n f i t f o r h u m a n h a b i t a t i o n , a n d a 
n u m b e r of o t h e r s required cons ide r ab l e r epa i r s . T h e M a y o r 
(Mr. H. S t r a t t o n ) u r g e d t h e Counci l t o cons ide r t h e hove l s t h a t 
t h e w o r k i n g classes of W i n c h e s t e r were l iv ing in. 'Hie S a n i t a r y 
C o m m i t t e e h a d t h i s y e a r d o u b l e d t h e w o r k t h e v h a d d o n e 
h i t h e r t o , a n d t h e y u r g e d that , if t h e s u p p l y of Cot tages w a s 
i n a d e q u a t e i t w a s t h e d u t y of t h e Counc i l t o bui ld , a n d espec ia l ly 
if t h e rente were n o t w i t h i n t h e m e a n s of t h e p o o r Mr M a t h e w s 
t h o u g h t i t w a s a p i t y t h a t i t s h o u l d g o f o r t h t h a t t h e M a y o r 
h a d s a id t h a t peop le w e r e l iv ing in hove ls . T h e M a y o r : B u t 
it is t h e b i t t e r t r u t h . I a m p r e p a r e d t o i n t r o d u c e y o u t o t h e 
hove l s a f t e r t h e m e e t i n g . T h e report , w a s a d o p t e d . ' 

High Prices for Agricultural Land. 

R e c e n t l y la rge p o r t i o n s of severa l e s t a t e s in Chesh i re h a v e 
been in t h e m a r k e t , a n d t h e r e a re m o r e t o fol low. A t p resen t 
t h e r e is a g r e a t d e m a n d for smal l ho ld ings , a n d in c o n s e q u e n c e 
good prices a r e being p a i d for l and . A t Crewe y e s t e r d a y t h e 
g r e a t e r p o r t i o n of t h e R e a s e h e a t h e s t a t e , n e a r N a n t w i c h , t h e 
p r o p e r t y of Colonel C o t t o n Jod re l l , C .B. , w a s p u t u p f o r a u c t i o n 
by Messrs. H e n r y Man ley a n d Sons. F a r m s a n d s m a l l ho ld ings 
were sold fo r a t o t a l of £22,600, which w o r k s o u t a t a b o u t £ 6 5 10s. 
an acre . A n o t e d f o x cove r t , c o m p r i s i n g e i g h t ac res , w a s 
knocked d o w n a t £ 3 6 0 ; a d a i r y f a r m of 99 acres w a s p u r c h a s e d 
b y t h e t e n a n t . Mr. G. Bi rcha l i , for £5 ,350 ; a n o t h e r d a i r y f a r m 
of 90 ac res was a lso p u r c h a s e d b y t h e t e n a n t , Mr. J o h n D a r l i n g t o n , 
f o r £4 ,400 ; a t h i r d d a i r y f a r m ' o f 77 a c r e s sold fo r £ 4 , 0 0 0 ; t w o 
sma l l ho ld ings a d j o i n i n g e a c h o t h e r s t a n d i n g on s ix a c r e s b rough t 
£ 0 0 0 ; t wo c o t t a g e s realised £ 4 0 5 ; a smal l ho ld ing of t w o acres 
reached £ 4 3 0 ; a n d a n o t h e r of f o u r ac res m a d e £900 ; a n d t w o 
ac res of p a s t u r e land sold fo r £210. TIMES, A u g u s t 2 3 r d . 

A Case of Starvation. 

A n i n q u e s t w a s he ld a t S t e p n e y on S a t u r d a y b y Mr. W y n n e 
B a x t e r o n t h e body of S a r a h Ann S i lve r s tone , 32, wife of a d o c k 
l abou re r . T h e h u s b a n d s t a t e d t h a t t h e y h a d lieen m a r r i e d 13 
y e a r s a n d t h e i r f a m i l y cons i s t ed of e i g h t ch i ld ren , al l u n d e r 
t e n y e a r s of ago. T w i n s were b o r n bust W e d n e s d a y , a n d his wi fe 
d ied si l o r t ly a f t e r w a r d s . 

T h e C< i r o n e r : I u n d e r s t a n d y o u r wife h a s lieen s h o r t of food ? 
— e s , sir. W e all h a v e been . I h a v e b e e n o u t of w o r k for some 
t i m e a n d we h a v e h a d t o l ive o n t h e c h a r i t y of f r i ends . All o u r 
f u r n i t u r e h a s been sold t o b u y food . 

Dr. H. R o b e r t s , w h o a t t e n d e d Mrs. S i lvers tone , sa id he h a d 
m a d e a p o s t - m o r t e m e x a m i n a t i o n a n d f o u n d e v e r y i n d i c a t i o n 
of w a n t of p r o p e r n o u r i s h m e n t a n d food . D e a t h w a s d u e t o 
s y n c o p e , fo l lowing p o s t p a r t u m h e m o r r h a g e a n d d e b i l i t y f r o m 
w a n t of food . He k n e w her , a n d w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t she h a d b e e n 
w i t h o u t t h e c o m m o n necessar ies of life. T h e y were s o b e r people , 
a n d tho house w a s c lean . T h e reason t h e y d id not, a p p l y f o r 
p a r i s h relief w a s b e c a u s e t h e y were a f r a i d t h e y w o u l d all h a v e 
t o go i n t o t h e w o r k h o u s e . 

T h e j u r y returned a v e r d i c t in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e med ica l 
ev idence . T h e Corone r h a n d e d t h e h u s b a n d a s u m of m o n e y 
t o he lp h i m a long , a n d t h e C o r o n e r ' s off icer g a v e h i m a t i cke t t o 
p r o c u r e some food.—TIMES, A u g u s t 15 th . 

An Increased Rent of £30 ,000. 
T h e h i s t o r y of St . P a u l ' s School a n d t h e Colet T r u s t d u r i n g 

t h e p a s t c e n t u r y is q u i t e a r o m a n c e , a n d i ts g r o w t h one f o r 
a m a z e m e n t . Mr. W a l t e r S c a r b o r o u g h , m a s t e r of t h e Mercers ' 
School , r e c e n t l y p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a m o n g t h e p r o p e r t i e s a p p o i n t e d 
b y D e a n Colet fo r t h e benef i t of t h e f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e 75 a c r e s 
of l a n d w i t h i n t h e m a n o r of S t e b b u n h e a t h , n o w ca l led S t e p n e v . 
T h e p r o p e r t y cons i s t ed u p t o t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e l a s t c e n t u r y 
of m a r k e t ga rdens , b u t since t h e n it h a d u n d e r g o n e v e r y g r e a t 
a l t e r a t i o n s . S t r e e t s a n d ra i lways h a d been d r i v e n t h r o u g h 
i t — p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e C o m m e r c i a l R o a d a n d t h e B lackwa l l Ra i l -
w a y ; a n d t h e l a n d l e t o n bu i ld ing leases a t g r o u n d rents, s o m e 
of w h i c h b e g a n t o e x p i r e in t h e y e a r 1888. whi le t h e r e m a i n d e r 
would fall in a t v a r i o u s t i m e s un t i l t h e y e a r 1920. N o f e w e r 
t h a n 1,800 h o u s e s a n d shops were e r e c t e d on t h e e s t a t e , w h i c h 
w a s u n d e r t h e m a n a g e m e n t of t h e Mercers ' C o m p a n y . That , 
w o u l d , he t h o u g h t , suff ice t o show t h a t t h e w o r k e n t a i l e d in t h e 
c a r r y i n g o u t of t h e Colet T r u s t w a s of n o l ight n a t u r e , a n d t h a t 
t h e c o m p a n y , a s t h e t r u s t e e s , d e s e r v e d c o m m e n d a t i o n fo r t h e i r 
se rv ices in p r o m o t i n g t h e p r o s p e r i t y of t h e g r e a t f o u n d a t i o n . 
Mr. S c a r b o r o u g h m e n t i o n e d t h e o ld school in S t . P a u l ' s C h u r c h -
y a r d , a n d t h e p r e sen t pa l a t i a l bu i ld ings , t h e e r ec t ion of w h i c h 
h e m i g h t desc r ibe a s t h e R e n a i s s a n c e of t h e school , a n d wen t 
o n t o s a y t h a t Co le t ' s conf idence in t h e Mercers ' C o m p a n y 
h a d been a m p l y jus t i f i ed , for , w h e r e a s t h e e n d o w m e n t a t t h e t i m e 
of Cole t ' s d e a t h in 1519 p r o d u c e d a l t o g e t h e r t h e a n n u a l i ncome 
of £112 0s. 1 Id . , it n o w p r o d u c e d o v e r £30.000 p e r a n n u m ; 
a n d it w a s o u t of a c c u m u l a t i o n s of i n c o m e t h a t t h e s i tes h a d 
b e e n p u r c h a s e d , a n d t h e magn i f i cen t bu i ld ings of t h e p r e sen t 
schools e r e c t e d . It w a s f o r t h e m o s t p a r t d u r i n g t h e pas t 100 
y e a r s t h a t t h e va lue of t h e e n d o w m e n t h a d increased.—ESTATES 
GAZETTE, A u g u s t 13 th . 

Land for the Post Office at Dover. 
T h e ESTATES GAZETTE of J u l y 3 0 t h r ecorded t h a t Mr. Leslie 

Vigers . P . S . I . . sa t a s a r b i t r a t o r a t t h e S u r v e y o r s ' I n s t i t u t i o n 
on J u l y 2 7 t h a n d 2 9 t h in t h e c la ims of Messrs. W a t s o n B r o t h e r s 
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against the Pos tmas te r -Genera l fo r compensa t ion in respect of 
M te and buildings a t the c o m e r of Biggin St ree t and Pr io ry Street , 
Dover, which a re being acqui red for an extension of the pos t 
office premises a t Dover . Mr. F r eeman , K.C. , and Mr. H a r p e r 
appeared for t h e c la imants , a n d Sir Alfred Cripps, K.C. . M.P. , 
ind Mr. Cassidy appea red for t h e Pos tmaster -Genera l . 

The area of t h e p rope r ty is 7.202 feet super , with f ron tages of 
15 feet to Biggin S t ree t and 180 feet t o P r io ry Street , exclusive 
of a private pavement in Biggin St ree t five feet wide. Trior to 
\ ov i mlier, 1900, the p rope r ty h a d been let t o t e n a n t s for £130 
per annum, when t h e lease expired a n d t h e p roper ty became 
unoccupied. These t e n a n t s had suble t t o var ious business people 
at £260 per a n n u m , keeping t o themselves t h e use of some work-
shops. In December , 1907. not ice was served by the Pos t m a s ter-
(ieueral t h a t he was a b o u t t o app ly for compulsory powers. 
This was done a n d the Act passed. 

.Mr. F reeman , opening for the c la imants , p u t the compensa t ion 
value a t £12,307. £1,500 of th is was c la imed in respect of what 
might have been realised by t h e deve lopment of t h e p roper ty 
during the three years since t h e not ice of compulsory acquisi t ion. 
The claim was based on a calculat ion of t h e possible development 
of the proper ty . Mr. H e n r y H e r b e r t Robinson , F .S . I . , s u p p o r t e d , 
L'iving his va lua t ion a t £13.808 ; a s also did Mr. Ar thu r William 
Gilliam a t £13.808 ; Mr. Samuel Walke r a t £11,895 ; Mr. Herbe r t 
M. Cobb, F .S. I . , a t £12,197. 

For the Pos tmas te r -Genera l Sir Alfred Cripps called Mr. Howard 
Martin, P .P .S . I . , who s t a t ed he deal t wi th the site as cleared, 
ga\o his valuat ion a t £4.092. In supj ior t Sir Alex. R. S tenning , 
P.P.S.I. , gave his va lua t ion a t £3,220. H e said the only way 
to deal with this p rope r ty was t o t r e a t it as a cleared site. H e 
considered the g round rent should l>e a fou r th of the rack ren ta l , 
and in developing t h e land in Biggin S t ree t he would erect t w o 
shops of 45 feet f ron tage . These would m a k e a ren ta l of £120 
each, and this would represent a g round rent of £30 each. P r io ry 
Street he did no t regard as a ma in s t reet , a n d , in his opinion, it 
was not sui table for shops, t hough i t migh t be utilised as a garage 
or something of t h e kind. The land in Pr io ry St ree t , hav ing 
regard to the air space required b y the by-laws and t h e f ac t t h a t 
there was one anc ien t light to be considered, he did not t h i n k , 
so far as shops were concerned, would be worth building upon . 
Sir Alfred Cripps contes ted t h e val id i ty of t h e claim for £1.500 
in respect of t h e three years since t h e order of compulsory 
purchase and placed t h e compensa t ion va lue a t £5,500, which 
lie said was t h e h igh-water m a r k value. 

The difference of opinion be tween t h e con tending par t ies 
seemed to rest on t h e possibilities of the site for business purposes. 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

L O R D R O S E B E R Y ON P O V E R T Y . 

I / i rd Rosebe ry opened t h e Auld Brig of Ayr on J u l y 29 th and 
in the course of a speech which he a f t e r w a r d s del ivered, said :— 
You are wrong in th ink ing , Mr. Provos t , t h a t I have ever pro-
mised " T h e i m m o r t a l m e m o r y , " because I h a v e a lways chosen 
occasions which are no t pos t -p rand ia l to h o n o u r the m e m o r y of 
Burns. I t was in the ca lmness of noon or in the ear ly m o r n i n g 
tha t I h a v e unve i led s t a t u e s or done the like. B u t the B u r n s 
Banquet , w i t h i t s i n t e rminab le toas t s a n d songs a n d in ter -
minable speeches, is a sort of penance t h a t I never felt bound 
to undergo in the course of m y life. B u t as I know t h a t t hey are 
always w a n t i n g a n o t h e r t o a s t a t the B u r n s Dinner , j u s t one 
more, I do sugges t t o t h e m a t o a s t — t h e m e m o r y of a m a n 
to whom admi re r s of B u r n s owe a lmos t more t h a n to a n y o t h e r 
man who l ived, I m e a n the bl ind poet Blacklock, of E d i n b u r g h . 
Hums would h a v e gone t o J a m a i c a beyond the shadow of d o u b t 
had it no t been for a l e t t e r f r o m t h e bl ind poe t Blacklock express-
ing warmest a d m i r a t i o n for his poems a n d express ing a wish 
to see him a n d in t roduce him to l i terary society in E d i n b u r g h . 
Therefore I h a v e never been able to u n d e r s t a n d how i t is t h a t 
we honour so m a n y persons in connect ion wi th B u m s and 
every h u m a n be ing who h a d a n y t h i n g t o do wi th h im, b u t t h a t 
we omit the one g rea t bene fac to r of Sco t land connected wi th 
Hums—I m e a n t h a t p o e t Blacklock who p r e v e n t e d his going 
to the W e s t Indies. (Cheers.) W h a t would h a v e h a p p e n e d 
had he gone t o the W e s t Ind ies ? H e was t o go as overseer 
or bookkeeper , one of t h e m o s t odious s i tua t ions I suppose 
' ha t could he filled by m o r t a l m a n . I a m n o t speak ing of book-
W p i n g as u n d e r s t o o d in commercia l circles, bu t as overseer 
as unders tood on an e s t a t e p l an t a t i on . W e should have h a d . 

indeed, one immor t a l vo lume of verse ; no th ing could ever h a v e 
depr ived us of t h a t . B u t should we. do y o u t h i n k , ever h a v e 
had a n y t h i n g more ? Do you th ink , a m i d the condi t ions of 
s lavery and the t ropical c l imate of J a m a i c a a n d the associat ions 
of life t he re—which you m a y find a d m i r a b l y dep ic t ed in the work 

' of a n o t h e r Scot t i sh genius, of whom we k n o w no th ing bu t the 
name . Michael Sco t t , but which you m a y find a d m i r a b l y depic ted 
in " T o m Cringle's Log." t h a t admi rab le mas te rp iece of his— 
do you th ink t h e genius of Burns could h a v e surv ived T I 
myself do not . I t h i n k t h a t fa r f r o m these ba r r en fa rms , the t w o 
wors t in Scot land, on which he h a d been accus tomed to to i l— 
1 ho)>e 1 am saying no th ing d is respec t fu l t o the owners of these 
f a r m s — ( l a u g h t e r ) — t h a t fa r f rom his own b a r r e n a n d u n g r a t e f u l 
soil of Scot land, and amid the t ropical luxur iousness of J a m a i c a , 
and amid the d e g r a d i n g condi t ions of s lavery, toge the r wi th all 
the convivia l associa t ions of t h a t island a t tha t time-—1 do 
no t for one m o m e n t lielieve tha t we should h a v e hea rd m u c h 
more of Burns . I t is qu i te t rue t h a t a n o t h e r Scot t i sh gen ius 
of ours , R o b e r t Louis S tevenson , sent us f rom the t ropics some 

I of t h e choicest vo lumes f rom his pen, b u t t h e condi t ions the re 
were ve ry d i f ferent f rom w h a t t h e y were in J a m a i c a . At a n y 
rate , when e v e r y b o d y is t r y i n g t o wri te s o m e t h i n g new a b o u t 

- Burns. 1 d o suggest th i s topic t o bis c o m m e n t a t o r s — a n imagina-
t ive ske tch of w h a t would have h a p p e n e d if Burns had really 
gone t o J a m a i c a . I t h ink myself that- his genius would h a v e 
e v a p o r a t e d u n d e r these condi t ions , but he p robab ly would 
not h a v e lived long, a n d then we should only have k n o w n him 
by his first vo lume. But . of course, ho m i g h t have t a k e n a 
different line a n d risen t o wea l th in the W e s t Indies, a s m a n y 
W e s t Coun t ry people d id in those days , and he m i g h t have come 
back a n d s t r u t t e d on the Broomielaw as a r u m lord, a sugar lord, 
or a tobacco lord ; even t h e n lie would h a v e been a to ta l ly 
d i f fe ren t Burns f rom the one w h o m we hal low a n d r emember . 

G E N I U S A N D W E A L T H . 

I myself a m one of t h e believers in the f ac t t h a t his g e n i u s 
could ha rd ly h a v e su rv ived wi th the r e l axa t i on : of wea l th . 
P o v e r t y p roduces mas te rp ieces and weal th smothers . (Cheers.) 
Y o u will Ixi able to coun t on y o u r fingers the masterp ieces 
p r o d u c e d by rich people ; you will find t h a t t h e y h a v e all been 
w r i t t en unde r the pressure of pove r ty , a lmos t all of t h e m h a v e 
been wr i t ten unde r the pressure of p o v e r t y ; t h o u g h I believe 
Shakespeare became the owner of some u r b a n p rope r ty in his 
a f t e r years . (Laugh te r . ) B u t t ake one ins tance. W o u l d 
W o r d s w o r t h h a v e w r i t t en a n y b e t t e r t h a n Rogers if W o r d s w o r t h 
b a d been as rich as Rogers ? And m y clear conclusion f rom a 
very general su rvey of all the great mas te rp ieces of l i t e ra tu re 
is t h a t a genius should n o t be wea l thy , or he is very likely t o see 
his genius stifled by the fact . 

S H O U L D L O R D R O S E B E R Y B E S T A R V E D ? 

By James Douglas, in " London Opinion." 

LORD ROSEBERV is a miserab ly rich man . The o ther d a y he 
said t h a t poets ough t t o be poor. He ci ted R o b e r t B u m s as a 
proof of his t heo ry . He did n o t ci te Mil ton or By r on or Shelley 
or Tennyson or Browning or Wil l iam Morris or Rosset t i or 
Swinburne . These poets were n o t s t a rved in to poe t ry . T h e y 
were n o t forced t o work for the i r bread . B u r n s was poor , 
a n d L o r d Rosebe ry a t t r i b u t e s his poe t ry t o his pover ty . He 
holds t h a t p o v e r t y is good for men of genius. It is a ve ry 
h u m o r o u s t h i n g t o h e a r a rich earl p reach ing the gospel of 
pover ty . Bu t i t is possible t h a t pove r ty m a y be good for o the r 
iieople besides poets . If pove r ty was good for B u m s , pe rhaps 
it would be good for Lord Rosebe ry . W o u l d Lord Rosebe ry 
care t o t r y t h e e x p e r i m e n t ? Would he become a p loughman 
in order t o become a p o e t ? I s the re a n y recorded case of a 
rich m a n who s t r ipped himself of his riches in order to ob ta in 
the spir i tual s t imu lus of s t a rva t ion ? I t is ve ry h a r d to become 
rich, b u t it is very easy to become poor. Nevertheless , t h e 
m o s t ambi t i ous mill ionaire hes i t a t e s to pu rchase i m m o r t a l i t y 
by giving a w a y his millions. 

W h y should "the rich be so severely h a n d i c a p p e d in the s t ruggle 
for f a m e ? I t is hea r t b r eak ing t o t h ink t h a t t he re are t h o u s a n d s 
of m u t e Miltons who are being stifled a n d s t rang led by the i r 
hopeless wea l th . Chill l uxury represses the i r noble rage. W e 
was te our p i t y on the h u n g r v b a r d and t h e des t i t u t e genius. 
W o o u g h t t o e n v v them. W e o u g h t t o gua rd t h e m against the 
perils of lucre. W e o u g h t t o dr ive the wolf u p t o the i r door . 
W e o u g h t t o p ro t ec t t h e m aga ins t the r avages of comfor t . W e 
ough t t o shield t h e m f rom t h e curse of a competence . W e 
o u g h t t o pun i sh those who b u v the i r books , a n d the reby endange r 



78 L a n d Values. September , 1910. 

the beneficent influence of indigence. There is no th ing so ha rm-
ful as promiscuous char i ty , and it is really selfish to recognise 
genius unt i l i t is securely dead. N o t unt i l a poe t has baen 
s t a rved t o d e a t h is i t safe t o do h im honour . 

Lord Rosebery ' s warning m u s t n o t fall on deaf ears. We 
m u s t m a k e a despera te ef for t t o deliver all our young poets 
f rom the menace of money . I t is n o t easy t o f ru s t r a t e the 
foolish impulses of ignorant generosi ty. B u t in order to save 
poet ry f rom ext inc t ion we mus t res tore to our poe ts the bracing 
a tmosphere of want . We mus t lead t h e m back to the low die t 
which produces high th inking. If t hey canno t be t rus ted t « 
s ta rve themselves, we m u s t in some way or o ther invent a new 
way of s t a rv ing them. As soon as a m a n of genius is identified, 
he ough t t o IK; caught , isolated, a n d fed on bread and water , 
•lust as l innets sing more sweetly a f t e r t hey have baen blinded, 
so our poets would write more exquis i te lyrics if t hey were 
famished. I t is a public s h a m ; that- so m a n y poets are living 
on the fa t of the land. The d e a r t h of poe t ry is due to our 
mis taken tenderness. Tho h u m m i t a r i a n m o v e m e n t has sapped 
tho virili ty of our race in o ther directions. Are we going to allow 
it t o e a t the hea r t ou t of our poe ts ? 

1 a m one of those who regard Lord Rosebery as a m a n of 
genius. L e t us apply t o Lord Rosebery his own theory. If 
he were reduced t o tho necessi ty of ea rn ing his b read by his wit , 
I a m sure he would be oven wit t ier t h a n he is. At present he is 
desul tory in his coruscations. Ho is spasmodic in his pyro-
t jcn ica l displays. This is bad for h im, and bad for us. Lot 
us do u n t o him as ho would do u n t o others . Le t us take away 
his es ta tes a n d his money, and subjoct h im to a gentle b u t 
resolute course of s t a rva t ion . I a m sure ho would gladly welcome 
tho chance of releasing his genius f rom the fe t te rs of wealth. 
H e has given us a plain h in t , a n d it m a y bo t h a t he will be 
annoyed if we do no t follow it- up. W h a t was good enough 
for Burns, lie suggests, is good enough for Lord Rosebery. 
Shall we spurn this noble offer ? Shall we selfishly t h r u s t this 
soar ing soul back into t he abyss of opulence ? Shall we refuse 
t o give h im a helping h a n d ? There ough t to be equa l i ty of 
oppo r tun i t y for bo th rich a n d poor, and tho rich ough t to be 
allowed to grasp the ski r t s of h a p p y chance a n d break their 
b i r th ' s invidious bar . F o r m y par t , I c anno t steel m y soul 
agains t the b i t t e r cry of Lord Rosebery . If nobody else will 
rush to his rescue, I will immolate myself. Yes, I wiil bend m y 
back a n d bear t he burden of his weal th . I will endow him 
wi th m y noble penury , m y heroic pover ty , m y innumerable 
wants . Nobody shall say t h a t I kep t myself poor a t Lord 
Rosebory 's expanse. 

I t is possible t h a t Lord Rosebary would not t ake advan tage 
of m y chivalry. Ho might refuse t o grow poor a t my expense. 
He migh t go on bearing the rich m a n ' s burden, a n d continue 
to endure the pr iva t ions of weal th. B u t we m u s t t r ea t h im as 
generously as Burns was t rea ted . He m u s t be lavishly s tarved, 
like Chattert-on. He m u s t have his chance to " wri te his name 
in w a t e r , " like Kea ts . E v e n if he should shr ink f rom the 
un ;arned increment of w a n t and woe, we m u s t n o t be selfish. 
We m u s t n o t wi thhold f rom h im the ha rdsh ips t h a t might 
bring ou t the best in him. We m u s t no t deny him the privilege 
of pover ty . We mus t cradle h im into poe t ry by wrong, and 
help h im to learn in suffer ing in order to t each us in song. I t 
is mons t rous t h a t tha poor should have a monopoly of pover ty . 
They m u s t bo compelled t o disgorge. They mus t pay ransom 
to t he rich. The joys of genius m u s t no longer be t he perquisi te 
of t he pauper . The doors o N t h e workhouse m u s t be th rown 
open t o Dives. I look fo rward to the d a y when a n e m p t y larder 
will be b rough t within t h e reach of every rich man , a n d when 
hunger will no longer be beyond the means of the millionaire. 
In order t o inaugura te the new era, let us s ta rve Lord Roseberv. 

MR. J . D1JNDAS W H I T E ON T H E W O R K O F T H E 
SESSION. 

Reviewing the pas t P a r l i a m e n t a r y Session for t he benefi t of his 
cons t i tuen ts in a Dumbar tonsh i r e journal , Mr. Whi t e had the 
following observat ions on the land q u e s t i o n : — 

The land quest ion has had cont inued a t t en t ion , and m y 
H y p o t h e c Abolit ion (Scotland) Bill and Rights of W a y (Scotland) 
Bill were re- introduced ear ly in the Session. More i m p o r t a n t 
t h a n these are two Bills which 1 have dra f ted and brought in 
a f t e r the passing of the grea t Finance Act. to develop its effects. 
One is t he Land Duties Bill, designed to enable owners who p a y 
the land dut ies to use these p a y m e n t s to s t reng then their titles. 
The other , and the more impor tan t , is one which I in t roduced with 

j a shor t speech under the ' T e n Minutes Rule , ' the L a n d Purchase 
Bill, designed to facil i tate the fixing of the price of the l a n d in case 
of purchase under compulsoiy powers, by providing t h a t , so f a r 
as tho land itself is concerned, the va lua t ion for land value d u t y 
purposes migh t lie t aken as the basis of price, t he improvements , 
&c., I>eing valued as now, and the addi t ional compensat ions in 
respect of compulsory purchase being lef t unaffected. Such a 
measure would help to prevent public author i t ies hav ing to pay 
excessive prices for land, and it would also operate as an auto-
matic check on making the tax-valua t ions too low. 

SOME SCOTTISH STATISTICS. 

Among the answers which have been given to var ious 
quest ions of mine, there are. some Scott ish s ta t is t ics which 
dasarve a t t en t ion . During the first six m o n t h s of this year the 
excess of emigrants over immigrants—the balanca ou twards 
from Scot land—has baen greater t h a n even in the record y e a r 
1907, a m o u n t i n g to ra the r more t h a n 27,000, the great- m a j o r i t y 
of course going to Canada . During the same six m o n t h s the 
natural increasa of tha populat ion of Sco t land—the excess 
of b i r ths over dea ths—has been jus t over 25,000. T h u s dur ing 
these six m o n t h s the no t emigrat ion has exceeded the n a t u r a l 
increase of tha populat ion by more t h a n 2000. These six mon ths 
nra, of course, the principal emigrat ion months , while the na tu ra l 
increasa remains fairly s teady t h r o u g h o u t the year , so t h a t 
thesa proport ions mus t no t ba t aken as the propor t ions for the 

' year a s a whole ; bu t tha actual decline of popula t ion dur ing 
the first half-year is a faa ture calling for serious a t ten t ion . F r o m 
the s t andpo in t of tha Mother Country i t mus t ba remambered 
t h a t the emigrants are n o t the idle a n d improvident , b u t the 
vigorous a n d enterprising. Emigra t ion sk inn tha c ream from 

j tha top of the popula t ion instead of dra in ing tha dregs f rom the 
> bot tom. Lat our paople havo every chance of doing t he best 

they can for thamselvas in any pa r t of the wor ld ; b u t let us 
try to make be t te r oppor tuni t ies for t h e m a t home by opening 
up the na tu ra l resources of our own na t ive land. 

MR. B A L F O U R ON SMALL O W N E R S H I P . 

4, Carl ton Gardens, 
Pal l Mall, S.W. 

October 25 th , 1909. 
M Y D E A R S I R G I L B E R T P A R K E R , 

The e x t r a c t f rom m y recent spaech a t Bi rmingham, which 
you have placed in the fore f ron t of you r pamphle t , sufficiently 
indicates m y general a t t i t u d e towards the a l l - impor tant problem 
of which you t rea t . B u t I may, perhaps , be pe rmi t t ed to add 
tha t , in m y judgment , you have dona a grea t service by calling 
public a t t e n t i o n to some of t he m e t h o d s by which in o ther 
lands the creat ion and main tenance of small agr icul tural owners 
have baen effectively aided. I t is a mis take to suppose, as m a n y 
paople do, e i ther that- small ownership is the natural organisat ion 
of rura l life—i.e., the ona which would universally prevail 
b u t for an t i qua t ed laws a n d bad t rad i t ion—or tha t , if i t were 
suddenly established, as by a s t roke of the pen, i t would 
immedia te ly work smoothly and au tomat ica l ly to the general 
advan tage of all concerned. This is too sanguine a view. The 
life of a small owner, though honourable and independent , is 
rarely a n easy one. I n some par t s of the coun t ry his indus t ry 

; needs for its full success t o be supplemented by o ther employ-
ments . I t is laborious, and requires the vigorous co-operation 
of all the members of the family who are able to help, be they 
young or old, male or female. I t has its risks, a n d in m a n y 
of the Sta tes where the system is most deeply rooted in the 
nat ional life, it y e t has to be susta ined by heavy protect ive 

: tariffs. 

Bu t such considerat ions as these, t hough they suggest caut ion, 
should not produce discouragement . We must bear in mind, 
in the first place, tha t they do not apply or scarcely app ly to the 
d is t r ic ts—and they are many—whose soil, marke ts , or other 

I condit ions are really favourable . We m u s t bear in mind, in the 
second place, tha t every criticism which can be directed against 
the f reehold tenure which we so a rden t ly desire t o ex tend , 
can be directed wi th f a r greater effect against any a t t e m p t to 
mult iply small cul t ivators who arc no t also small proprietors . 
F rom them is exacted toil as severe a n d care as minu te ; b u t 
they are n o t given the same reward, nor are they suppor ted 
by the same hopes. Fo r the land they till is no t their own ; 
and, mul t ip ly as you will you r enac tmen t s for securing the f rui ts 

; of an improvement, to the m a n who makes it, you will never 
; efface the dist inct ion lietween possession and occupat ion. I t 
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is based oil s e n t i m e n t , n o t o n finance ; a n d 110 d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
of profit a n d loss will e x t r a c t f r o m t h e t e n a n t of a C o u n t y Counci l 
or a public d e p a r t m e n t l a b o u r w h i c h he w o u l d chee r fu l ly e x p e n d 
upon a ho ld ing w h i c h be longed t o h imse l f , a n d which he could 
leave to h is ch i ldren . 

But more is r e q u i r e d f o r t h e fu l l success of t h e smal l f a r m e r , 
even t h a n t h e " mag ic of p r o p e r t y . " I t is t h a t " m o r e " wh ich 
is deal t w i th i n y o u r p a m p h l e t ; a n d i t m a y lie desc r ibed in t w o 
w o r d s — " c r e d i t " a n d " c o - o p e r a t i o n . " 

The s t u d y of fo re ign m e t h o d s is he re inva luab le : a n d t h e 
uggest ive a c c o u n t w h i c h y o u give of t h e m a n n e r in which , 

w i thou t d a n g e r t o t h e S t a t e o r u n d u e i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h i nd iv idua l 
ini t ia t ive, fo re ign n a t i o n s h a v e he lped t h e f a r m e r t o find t h e 
capi ta l necessa ry t o ra ise , a n d t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n n e c e s s a r y t o 
marke t , t h e p r o d u c e of h i s f a r m , will lie i nva luab le t o all t hose 
w ho a re ser ious ly cons ide r ing t h e g r e a t p r o b l e m of wh ich y o u 
write. I a m su re t h e y will be g r a t e fu l . 

I ' r ay believe m e , Y o u r s s incerely, 
( S i g n e d ) A R T H U R .TAMF.S BVI .FOUR. 

A L A T E R S T A T E M E N T . 

" Ca r l t on Gardens , Pa l l Mall , S .W. , J u l y 30 th , 1910. 
" MY DEAR COIJ.INGS,—If, as you say , o u r polit ical o p p o n e n t s 

j iersistently ques t ion o u r s incer i ty in t h e m a t t e r of smal l 
ownership, y o u are pe r fec t ly e n t i t l e d t o r e p e a t t h a t , a s l eader j 
of t he Un i on i s t P a r t y , I h a v e b o t h w r i t t e n a n d s p o k e n in f a v o u r 
of this policy, a n d , f u r t h e r , t h a t w h e n t h e Union i s t P a r t y h a s 
th.< respons ib i l i ty of office t h e r e is no d o u b t t h a t we shall t a k e 
an car lv o p p o r t u n i t y of p ropos ing t o P a r l i a m e n t a m e a s u r e 
designed t o dea l w i t h t h i s i m p o r t a n t s u b j e c t . — Y o u r s s incere ly , 

" A R T H U R J A M E S B A L F O U R . " 

L O R D C A R R I N G T O N O N C R E D I T B A N K S . 

Speak ing a t a m e e t i n g of t h e N a t i o n a l F a r m e r s ' U n i o n in 
London on A u g u s t 4 th , L o r d Ca r r i ng ton said :— 

T h e ag r i cu l t u r a l i n t e r e s t in E n g l a n d w a s in a s o u n d , p r o s p e r o u s , 
a n d flourishing condi t ion , a n d h3 t h o u g h t t h e y m i g h t hope fo r a 
p len t i fu l h a r v e s t . I t m i g h t i n t e r e s t t hose p r e s e n t if he br ief ly 
r ecap i tu l a t ed t h e changes m a d e in r e g a r d t o agr icu l tu re in th i s 
c o u n t r y in t h e las t f o u r yea r s . W h e n t h e G o v e r n m e n t came in. 
t i n la te Sir H e n r y C a m p b e l l - B a n n e r m a n sa id t o h i m t h a t t he 
land ques t ion m u s t be t ack led , a n d in agree ing he repl ied t h a t 
t he first p e r s o n t o be legis la ted fo r was t h e f a r m e r . T h e c h a i r m a n 
would r e m e m b e r t h e L a n d T e n u r e Bill of 1906, a n d t h o u g h t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t h a d a n e n o r m o u s m a j o r i t y a t t h a t t i m e t h a t Bill 
could n o t h a v e b e c o m e l aw w i t h o u t t h e p rac t i ca l h e l p of t h e 
Na t iona l F a r m e r s ' Un ion . I n 1907 t h e y b r o u g h t in a Smal l 
Holdings Bill, a n d 80,000 ac r e s—125 s q u a r e m i l e s — h a d been 
ob t a i ned fo r t h e ag r i cu l t u r a l l a b o u r i n g classes in E n g l a n d in 
pract ica l ly t w o vears . T h e n came t h e B u d g e t of 1909, w h e n , 
t h o u g h a" def ic i t of £16,000,000 h a d t o lie faced, n o f u r t h e r 
burd»ns were i m p o s e d on ag r i cu l tu ra l l a n d ; a n d t h e Deve lop-
m e n t Bill, in wh ich fo r t h e first t ime a la rge s u m of m o n e y w a s 
a l located t o t h e ag r i cu l t u r a l i n d u s t r y . I t was on ly t h e p r e v i o u s 
d a y t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t w a s ab le t o place o n t h e S t a t u t e B o o k 
a Bill wh ich gave c o m p e n s a t i o n f r o m t h e I m p e r i a l E x c h e q u e r 
to f a r m e r s f r o m whose f a r m s a por t ion of l and h a d been t a k e n 
a w a y so a s t o s u p p l y t h e w a n t s of ag r i cu l tu ra l l a b o u r e r s a n d 
others . H i s ag r i cu l tu ra l pol icy he h a d a l w a y s t r i ed t o bu i ld u p 
s tep by s t ep , so as n o t t o f r i g h t e n people, b u t t o p roceed o n com-
mercial a n d p r o p e r l ines w i t h one t h i n g a t a t ime . N o w the 
G o v e r n m e n t p r o p o s e d t o fol low w h a t h a d been sa t i s fac to r i ly 
done in G e r m a n y a n d o t h e r p a r t s of E u r o p e . H e h a d been 
cons ider ing w h e t h e r he cou ld n o t devise a p l a n — n o t in a n y w a y 
to bols ter u p t h e c la ims of t h e was t re l o r t h e loafer , b u t a 
business p roposa l t o he lp t h e i n d u s t r i o u s — t o lay before his 
colleagues t o give i m p r o v e d legislat ive, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , a n d 
financial facil i t ies fo r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t on a s o u n d basis of a 
sa t i s fac tory s y s t e m of co -opera t ive c red i t b a n k s fo r t h e benef i t 
"f agr icu l tu re . (Cheers.) T h e Chancel lor of t he E x c h e q u e r , 
who h a d a v e r y sof t corner in his h e a r t for agr icu l tur i s t s , saw 
no ob jec t ion t o t h " p roposa l a n d lie w a s pleased t o s ay t h a t it 
had the w a r m a p p r o v a l of t h e P r i m e Minis ter . P r o v i d e d t h a t 
there was n o oppos i t ion f r o m t h e o the r side the re o u g h t t o be a 
reasonable p rospec t of do ing s o m e t h i n g in th i s respec t a t an 
early d a t e . T h e G o v e r n m e n t were backed u p in t h i s m a t t e r 
by "the r e p o r t of t h e l -o rds C o m m i t t e e , on which such m e n 
M Lord Cromer , L o r d Herschel l , L o r d MacDonn"l l a n d Lord 

W e l b y h a d se rved , a n d t h e y were also e m b o l d e n e d by t h e t h o u g h t 
t h a t t h i s d i f f icul t ques t i on h a d been ove rcome in G e r m a n y , 
F r a n c e , Be lg ium, I t a l y , a n d . t o some e x t e n t , in I re land. H e 
was s p e a k i n g u n d e r cor rec t ion , b u t he be l ieved t h a t £18,000,000 
was l en t by these b a n k s l a s t y e a r , a n d t h a t v i l lagers h a d d e p o s i t e d 
o v e r £15,000,(XX) of the i r s av ings in th is en te rp r i se . 

U N I O N I S T S A N D C R E D I T B A N K S . 

Mr. Char l e s B a t h u r s t , M.P . , s p e a k i n g a t Seni ley, Wi l t s , on 
Vugust 10th . referred to t h e p roposa l of t h e P re s iden t of t h e 
Boa rd of A g r i c u l t u r e t o e s t ab l i sh c o - o p e r a t i v e ag r i cu l tu ra l 
c r e d i t b a n k s . Ho sa id he h a d w r i t t e n t o L o r d Ca r r i ng ton t o 
i 'II h i m t h a t t h e p r o j e c t w o u l d m e e t w i t h t h o w a r m e s t s y m p a t h y 
f r o m himself a n d those w h o were good e n o u g h t o suppor t h im in 
ag r i cu l t u r a l m a t t e r s 011 t h e U n i o n i s t side of t h e House . W i t h o u t 
p ledging t h e m s e l v e s 011 t h e d e t a i l s t h e y wou ld give the pr inciple 

very possible s y m p a t h y a n d help. 

T O R Y L A N D R E F O R M . 

L A N D P U R C H A S E FOR G R E A T B R I T A I N . 

B Y A T O R Y D E M O C R A T . 

I N M O R N I N G POST, A U G U S T 12TH. 

S o m e in t e r e s t i ng possibi l i t ies a s t o t h e e f fec t on t h e poli t ical 
c o m p l e x i o n of ag r i cu l t u r a l cons t i t uenc i e s of t he a d o p t i o n of a 
gene ra l s cheme of Br i t i sh l a n d pu rchase a re sugges ted by a 
lead ing ar t ic le in a n in f luen t i a l Sco t t i sh Libera l n e w s p a p e r , 
a n d by c e r t a i n c o m m e n t s m a d e t h e r e o n in a l e t t e r wh ich has 
j u s t r e a c h e d m e f r o m t h e C h a i r m a n of a Sco t t i sh Conse rva t ive 
Associa t ion. 

T h o s e w h o h a d t i m e to r e a d t h e n u m b e r l e s s speeches m a d e In-
l ead ing pol i t ic ians d u r i n g t h e l a s t Genera l E lec t ion c a m p a i g n 
m a y r e m e m b e r t h a t ea r ly in J a n u a r y Mr. Ba l fou r spoke a t 
A b e r d e e n on t h e q u e s t i o n of smal l ownersh ip . Whi le d e p r e c a t i n g 
a un ive r sa l s y s t e m of smal l owner sh ip , he exp re s sed the op in ion 
t h a t t h e n u m b e r of owne r s of land o u g h t t o be " g r ea t l y 
i nc rea sed . " One of h is r e m a r k s w a s t h a t s u c h a n increase 
would be good fo r ag r i cu l tu r e a n d good f o r t h e social s y s t e m 
genera l ly . More recent ly , in a l e t t e r t o Mr. J e s se Collings, Mr . 
Ba l four ' h a s g iven a p ledge t h a t t h e U n i o n i s t P a r t y will t a k e 
a n e a r l y o p p o r t u n i t y a f t e r i t o b t a i n s t h e respons ib i l i ty of office 
of p ropos ing t o P a r l i a m e n t a m e a s u r e d e a l i n g w i t h t h e ques t i on 
of smal l owne r sh ip . T h e ABERDEEN FREE I'RESS, a L ibe ra l 
j o u r n a l wh ich u sua l ly a d o p t s a v e r y i n d e p e n d e n t tone , d iscussed 
on S a t u r d a y w i t h i t s c u s t o m a r y f r e e d o m Mr. B a l f o u r ' s l e t t e r 
a n d L o r d C a r r i n g t o n ' s s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t c o n t e m -
p l a t e s t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of a co -opera t ive c r e d i t b a n k scheme. 
S o m e of i t s r e m a r k s a re well w o r t h r e p r o d u c i n g : 

" T h e L ibe ra l s h a v e foo l i sh ly r e j e c t e d l a n d pu rchase , a n d , 
h a v i n g a l lowed t h e o t h e r p a r t y t o s t e p in a n d t a k e i t up , t h e y 
n o w find t h e m s e l v e s obl iged t o d i scover some o t h e r c ry , a n d 
so t h e y a re a t t h e e l e v e n t h h o u r e s p o u s i n g c red i t b a n k s a n d 
m a k i n g a g rea t s h o w of a c t i v i t y in t h i s b r a n c h of l a n d r e f o r m . 
I t is t o be f ree ly a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e Conse rva t i ve s h a v e go t a h e a d 
b y t a k i n g u p pu rchase . T h e i r a s surances , howeve r , on t h e 
s u b j e c t a re a s y e t r a t h e r vague . 

" W e m a y r e p e a t , w h a t we h a v e a l r e a d y ind ica ted , fo r t h e 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t of t h e Conse rva t ives , t h a t in t a k i n g u p th i s 
s cheme of a large e x t e n s i o n of l and o w n e r s h i p t h e p a r t y h a v e 
g o t ho ld of a good t h ing , a t h i n g that , is good in itself, a n d one 
t h a t , if p r o p e r l y a n d success fu l ly w o r k e d , wou ld bo of great 
benef i t t o t h e p a r t y as well. T h e policy of l and pu rchase a n d 
t h e convers ion of a fa i r p r o p o r t i o n of t h e o c c u p y i n g c u l t i v a t o r s 
i n to a c t u a l o w n e r s is one of wh ich the m e r i t s a r e n o t t o lie ques-
t ioned , a n d if t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e s s h o w t h e m s e l v e s ab le t o c a r r y 
t h e pol icy i n to ef fec t on a m o d e r a t e l y la rge scale a n d on s o u n d 
e c o n o m i c l ines the r e su l t will u n d o u b t e d l y IK- t o e n o t m o u s l y 
ra i se the i r o w n pol i t ica l c r ed i t . I n S c o t l a n d , a t all e v e n t s , 
a s we h a v e a l r e a d y t a k e n occas ion t o say , t h e p a r t y m i g h t 
n o t on ly h o p e t o i m p r o v e t h e r e b y the i r genera l pol i t ical c red i t , 
b u t , in pa r t i cu l a r , t o d o m u c h to b r ing to an e n d t h e d i s t r u s t 
a n d hos t i l i ty w i t h w h i c h t h e y a n d the i r pol i t ics a r e r e g a r d e d 
b y t h e m a s s of t h e ru ra l p o p u l a t i o n . " 

A c o p y of t h i s ar t ic le h a s been f o r w a r d e d w i t h a cover ing 
l e t t e r b y t h e C h a i r m a n of a C o n s e r v a t i v e Assoc ia t ion in a Sco t t i sh 
a g r i c u l t u r a l c o n s t i t u e n c y . I t is h igh ly s ign i f ican t t h a t t h e 
Conse rva t i ve C h a i r m a n n o t on ly a c c e p t s t h e conclus ions of t h e 
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Liberal leader -wr i te r a s t o small ownersh ip , b u t a d v o c a t e s a 
general scheme of l a n d pu rchase , appl icable t o large a n d small 
holders al ike. Let m e q u o t e a few passages f rom his l e t t e r : 

" T h e one cause of t h e u n w a v e r i n g L ibe ra l s e n t i m e n t in Scot-
land is a deep , widespread , a n d e n d u r i n g d i ssa t i s fac t ion wi th the 
sys t em of l a n d tenure. W h e t h e r jus t i f ied or no t , it is there , 
a n d is likely t o r ema in unt i l it IK? r e m o v e d b y t h e in t roduc t ion 
of t h e n e w e r sys tem so successful in I re land. I rejoice the re fo re 
t o see t h a t Mr. Balfour h a s given such d i s t inc t a s su rance t h a t a 
measu re of l and purchase for Sco t land will Ix; passed by t h e next 
Unionis t G o v e r n m e n t . K n o w i n g a s I d o so well the m i n d s 
of the people here on t h e land ques t ion , 1 ven tu r e t o say t h a t a 
scheme of land pu rchase for Sco t land will not on ly lie a g rea t 
a n d successful piece of legislat ion, b u t in a few y e a r s it will 
comple t e ly u n d e r m i n e and dissolve the en t i r e Liberal sent iment 
of rural Sco t land . I'',very f a r m e r in Sco t land who becomes 
his own land lord will become a < 'onserva t ive n e x t d a y . No more 
Radica l i sm for him t h e n . (Jive t h e Scot t i sh f a r m e r a chance 
of becoming his ' a in l a i l d ' a n d he will become even more 
T o r y t h a n his landlord . 

" As a t e n a n t his in t e res t s are d iv ided a n d he dislikes being 
a vassal . I know h im well, for I h a v e been a propr ie tor lieie 
for nea r ly t h i r t y y e a r s a n d k n o w w h a t I a m s h a k i n g a b o u t . 
I wish t o say the re fo re t h a t if t h e i n t ended measu re of land 
purchase for Sco t land lie merely for small holders , it will have 
no effect on t h e agr icu l tu ra l vote ; it mus t be a measure for all 
ru ra l t e n a n t s — b i g a n d li t t le al ike. T h e n , a n d then only , 
will l and purchase lie successful in Sco t l and . If the large t e n a n t 
f a r m e r lie exc luded f r o m t h e choice of l ieeoming his o w n land-
lord lie will remain as dissat isf ied a n d as Rad ica l a s ever . But 
give h im the chance of buy ing h i s f a r m , a n d his Radica l i sm 
will begin to slough a w a y f rom t h a t m o m e n t . H e is aga ins t his 
l and lo rd , and as his l and lo rd iswusually a Conserva t ive , of course 
la; m u s t IK; a Radica l—in o rde r t o IK; even wi th his laird. T h a t 
is the feel ing between t h e m , dep lorab le ce r ta in ly , b u t neve r the -
less t r u e . 

" A n o t h e r consequence wh ich I foresee will follow land purchase 
in Sco t l and is t h a t e v e r y f a rn er will t h e n b e c o n e a h o t Tariff 
Re fo rmer . H i s n e w s p a p e r s tell h im week by week t h a t all 
a d v a n t a g e of a r e f o r m e d tariff will go in to t h e pocke t of his 
landlord , a n d t h a t the f a r m e r will be no b e t t e r off. T h a t is t h e 
gospel w h i c h is Ix'ing p reached t o t h e t e n a n t f a r m e r all over 
Sco t land . A n d he bel ieves it . B u t once c o n v e r t h im in to a 
l and lo id a n d his belief in F r e e T r a d e will f a d e a w a y as a supers t i -
t ion . If l a n d p u r c h a s e is h a v i n g such beneficial resul ts in 
I re land, h o w m u c h m o r e beneficial will be t h e ef fec t in 
Sco t land . In the Unionist policy to be presented in Scotland, 
land purchase must be the very first proposal; everything else 
must be subordinated to that. Even Tariff Reform itself must 
come second to a scheme of land purchase ." 

N o w I fu l ly realise t h a t m a n y Conse rva t ives will s t a n d a g h a s t 
a t t h e sugges t ion t h a t t h e p roposed scheme of land purchase 
should be so designed as t o embrace large t e n a n t f a r m e r s as 
well a s small holders . " W h a t a b o u t spor t ing rights ? " I h e a r 
some of t h e m saying. O t h e r s will a sk h o w m a n y h u n d r e d s of 
millions t h e credi t of t h e S t a t e will h a v e t o be p ledged for if a 
general sys t em of l and p u r c h a s e is t o be a d o p t e d in Grea t Br i ta in . 
Ques t ions of spor t ing r i gh t s would be capab le of a d j u s t m e n t . 
As t o t h e c red i t of t h e S t a t e , it lias a l r eady been pledged t o the 
e x t e n t of a b o u t £170,000,000 in t h e case of I r e l and , a n d Engl ish 
a n d Sco t t i sh t e n a n t s h a v e as m u c h r igh t a s the t e n a n t f a r m e r s 
of I r e l and t o benef i t in th i s way . I n all p robab i l i t y m a n y of the 
large f a rmers , in E n g l a n d a t all even t s , would be c o n t e n t to go 
on u n d e r t h e p resen t sys t em of land t e n u r e in s t ead of r isking 
e v e r y t h i n g b y becoming p ropr i e to r s of the land t h e y till. More-
over . as n o b o d y h a s p roposed a compulso ry sys t em of land 
purchase for Grea t Br i t a in , it wou ld IK- open t o each landowner 
t o decide w h e t h e r he wou ld or would no t sell. U n d o u b t e d l y 
m a n y p rop r i e to r s would be only too pleased a t t h e present 
j u n c t u r e t o dispose of the i r land at a reasonable ra te . T h e 
S t a t e would ce r ta in ly benef i t if t h e present rush t o t h e towns 
could lie s topped , a s i t p r o b a b l y would be by a well-considered 
scheme of land pu rchase . T h e c rea t ion of "a large n u m b e r of 
cu l t i va t i ng p ropr i e to r s would lie t h e dea th -b low of Radica l i sm 
in t h e count ies . Incidentally such a scheme would effectually 
spike the guns of the land-taxers. Conservat ives , it seems t o me, 
h a v e e v e r y t h i n g t o gain a n d n o t h i n g t o lose by a d v o c a t i n g a 
bold a n d sweeping, r a t h e r t h a n a t i m i d a n d restricted scheme of 
land p u r c h a s e . L e t the i r w a t c h w o r d s a t t h e n e x t e lect ion lie : 
" Tariff R e f o r m . L a n d P u r c h a s e , a n d a S t r o n g N a v v . " and t h e v 
will c a r r y all before t h e m . 

N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

LAND AND TAXATION REFORM. 
Copy of Memorial p resen ted to the P r ime Minister, the Chancel lor 

of the E x c h e q u e r , a n d the o the r MemlK>rs of the Cabine t , 
on t h e 3 rd Augus t , 1910, signed b y 134 Member s of Par l ia-
m e n t . 

WE, the following Members of P a r l i a m e n t , desire t o place on 
record o u r g ra t e fu l apprec ia t ion of t h e e f for t s of t h e P r ime 
Minister , the Chancellor of the E xcheque r , a n d the o t h e r Members 
of the Cabinet , in placing u p o n the S t a t u t e Book of t h e C o u n t r y 
t h e Budget of 1909-1910, which for t h e first t ime recognises 
the principle of t h e separa te va lua t ion of l and , a n d t h u s p rov ides 
I hi; f ounda t ion necessary for such f u r t h e r reforms as will result 
in secur ing for the people of th i s c o u n t r y a more equ i t ab l e 
d i s t r ibu t ion of t h e bu rdens of the S ta te , in secur ing t o each 
the resul ts of his own labour , a n d in opening u p t h e land t o those 
w h o can m a k e t h e Ix-st, use of it. 

W e there fore respectfully urge t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o con t inue 
a n d deve lop the policy i naugura t ed by t h e Budget by 

(1) Mak ing land values avai lable for public n e e d s ; 
(2) Freeing indus t ry f r o m monopo ly a n d u n d u e b u r d e n s of 

t a x a t ion ; 
(3) Comple t ing t h e pol icy of Free T r a d e by 

(a) Secur ing grea te r oppor tun i t i e s t o p roduce in our own 
c o u n t r y by a f fo rd ing grea te r oppor tun i t i e s t o use the 
land ; a n d 

(b) Abolishing the du t i e s t h a t r ema in on t h e food of t h e 
people. 

W e ask t h a t t h i s policy m a y lie carr ied in to effect, by 
(1) H a s t e n i n g t h e comple t ion of the va lua t i on of all l and , 

a p a r t f rom improvemen t s , p rov ided for in the Budget of 1909-
1910 ; 

(2) Making t h a t va lua t ion accessible t o t h e public ; 
(3) E m p o w e r i n g local au thor i t i e s t o levy r a t e s on t h e basis 

of t h a t va lua t ion ; 
(4) L e v y i n g a Budget T a x on all l and values, t o be app l i ed 

(a) In p rov id ing a na t iona l f u n d t o be a l located t o w a r d t h e 
cost of such services as educa t ion , poor relief, ma in 
roads , asy lums, and police, t h e r e b y reducing t h e 
local r a t e s ; a n d 

(b) I n subs t i t u t i on of the du t ies on tea , sugar , cocoa, a n d 
o t h e r ar t ic les of food. 

W m . A b r a h a m (Mabon). 
Chr i s topher Addison. 
Percy Alden. 
A. M. Anderson. 
J . Allen Baker . 
George N. Barnes . 
A. W . B a r t o n . 
W . P . Beale. 
A r t h u r W. Black. 
C. W. B o w e m i a n . 
Wi l l iam Brace. 
J . F . L. Brunne r . 
R t . Hon . Thos. B u r t . 
Noel B u x t o n ® 
C. R o d e n B u x t o n . 
W . P. Bvles. 
H . G. Chancellor . 
J . W. Cleland. 
Godf rey P . Collins. 
S t ephen Collins. 
Sir H e n r y J . Dal/.iel. 
Sir W. Howell Davies. 
J . A. Dawes. 
C. Duncan . 
Enoch E d w a r d s . 
Haro ld Elvers ton . 
Geo. B. Ess lemont . 
Charles Fenwick . 
Thos. R . Eerens. 

G. A. France . 
S tephen Furness . 
Sir J a m e s P . Gibson . Bar t . 
A. H . Gill. 
H . J . Glanville. 
Thos. Glover. 
Sir Daniel F . G o d d a r d . 

F . Hal l . 
J n o . Geo. Hancock . 
R o b e r t H a r c o u r t . 
J . Ke i r Ha rd i e . 
A. G. C. H a r v e y . 
T. E d m u n d H a r v e y . 
W. E . H a r v e y . 
J a m e s H a s l a m . 
E d w a r d G. H e m m e r d e . 
A r t h u r Hende r son . 
J o h n S. H i g h a m . 
F . G. H indie. 
J o h n Hodge . 
J o h n D. Hope . 
0 . Silvester H o m e . 
Spencer Leigh Hughes . 
Sir J o h n J a r d i n e . 
W m . J o h n s o n . 
H . H a y d n Jones . 
Edgar Jones . 
Will iam Jones . 
*F. W. J o w e t t . 
Jo seph King . 
Charles Leacli . 
J . T. T. Lincoln. 
J . A. Murray MacDona ld . 
J o h n M. McCallum. 
Francis McLaren . 
Rt . Hon . Sir Charles B. Br ight 

McLaren . Ba r t . 
• W a l t e r S. B. McLaren. 
J . D u n c a n Millar. 
Alfred Mond. 
G. H a y Morgan. 
Robe r t Munro . 
Max Muspra t t . 
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THE HOLIDAY TASK. 
S T U D Y OF A FREE-BORN BRITON WHO, WITHIN T H E PERIOD U S U A L L Y ALLOTTED 

TO H I S HOLIDAYS, IS REQUIRED, U N D E R T H R E A T OF." A PENALTY OF £50, TO 
A N S W E R A MASS OF O B S C U R E C O N U N D R U M S R E L A T I N G TO LAND V A L U E S , IN 
ORDER TO FACILITATE HIS F U T U R E TAXATION. 

[Reproduced by special permission of I he l'roprietort oj P U N C H . J 
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F r a n c IH W i l s o n . 
H a r r y N u t t a l l . 
F r ed < )(fdir». 
J a m e s O ' G r a d y . 
J o s . P a r k e r . 
K. H . Pickcrsgi l l . 
•I. Po in t e r . 
Sir George II. Pollard. 
A A. W. H I 'oiMonby. 
( ' luis. K. pr ior . 
Sir VV. K. H. P r i . n t l ey . 
VV. M. It. I'ringle. 
IV Wilson R a f f o n . 
A. Hol land R a i n y . 
T h o m a s Kit-hards. 
Ceo. II. Knhor ts . 
•I. M ItolicrtMin. 
S idney I toh inson . 
A. R o w n t n e . 
A. II. S c o t t . 
.1. A. Seddon . 
I). .1. Shack l i ' t on . 
Sir ( ' . K. Show, Hort. 
Edward Short t. 
Philip Suowd'-n. 
II. H. 1 y e s Smith. 
Sir AIIH• it Sp ic - r , B a r t . 
A. S t a n l e y . 
•I. W. S u m m e r s . 
.1. K. Sutherland. 

J . K. S u t t o n . 
J o h n W . T a y l o r . 
T h e o . (,'. T a y l o r . 
J . II . T h o m a s . 
Alf red T h o m a s 
George T o u l m i n . 
II. Twis t . 
• F r e d e r i c k Verney . 
J o h n W a d s w o r t h . 
J o s e p h W a l t o n . 
S. Wa l sh . 
J . W a r d . 
Geo, J . Wnrdlo . 
H e n r y A. W a t t . 
•Ionian C. W e d g w o o d . 
Sir George W h i t e . 
Sir L u k e Whi t e . 
A. F. W h y t e . 
T . Wiles. 
Alex. Wilk ie . 
W . I Jew.- lyn Wi l l i ams 
I ' f t i ry Wi l l i ams . 
J o h n Wil l iams. 
W . T y s o n Wilson . 
T . F. ' Wi lson . 
J o h n Wilson . 
It . W i n f r e y . 
T o m Wing . 
Win . Y o u n g e r . 
S i r . I . II. Yoxal l . 

T h e M e m b e r s m a r k e d * h a v e s igned wi th c u r t a i n reservations. 
T h r e e m e m b e r s h a v e s igned w h o d o no t wish t h e i r n a m e s to 

a p p e a r in t h e press . 
I t is c l a imed by the a d v o c a t e s of t h e t a x a t i o n of I I I I K I va lues 

t h a t t h e a d v a n t a g e s of t h e IIIMIVC refoim will U ' : — 
(1) T o t a k e t h e hurdt n of r a t e s off dwe l l ing houses , fac tor ies , 

mills, w o r k s h o p , p lan t a n d m a c h i n e r y , m i n i n g works , shops , 
warehouses , ofl in-s a n d all i ndus t r i a l a n d bus iness premises , 
a n d all f a r m bui ld ings , d r a i n a g e , ft nc ing a n d o t h e r a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i m p r o v e m e n t s ; 

(2) T o b r e a k d o w n t h e ba r r i e r s wh ich l and m o n o p o l y n o w 
i pposes to mun ic ipa l , i ndus t r i a l , a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d e n t e r p r i s e , a n d t h u s t o cause t h e l and e v e r y w h e r e t o lie 
used in ways m o m a d v a n t a g e o u s t o t h e w o r k e r s : 

(3) T o m a k e it jHissible f o r more , 1 o t t e r a n d chenjK-r dwel l ings 
to be p rov ided in t o w n s a n d vi l lages, t o m a k e smal l ho ld ings a n d 
a l l o t m e n t s o b t a i n a b l e o n fa i r t e r m s , a n d genera l ly t o f r ee i n d u s t r y 
of all k i n d s — a g r i c u l t u r e , min ing , f o r e s t r y , bu i ld ing , m a n u f a c t u r -
ing. eng in er ing, pub l ic works , t r a n s p o r t , d i s t r i b u t i o n — f r o m 
b u r d e n s a n d restrictions, a n d e x t e n d the field for t h e r e m u n e r a t i v e 
e m p l o y m e n t of l a b o u r a n d cap i t a ! in t o w n , s u b u r b a n d c o u n t r y • 

(4) T o secure fo r t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l i n d u s t r y a genu ine m e a s u r e 
of relief; 

(5) T o m a k e n a t i o n a l services a n a t i o n a l b u r d e n , a n d t h u s g ive 
e f fec t ive relief to rura l d i s t r i c t s f r o m t h e excess ive b u r d e n of 
r a t e s which now fal ls o n t h e m in p r o v i d i n g fo r w h a t a re largely 
n a t i o n a l requirements: 

(ti) T o c h e a p e n t h e cost of l iv ing for t h e m a s s of the |x-opk-, 
a n d t a k e a w a y t h e o n l y p laus ib le a r g u m e n t for tar iff n ionge r ing 
a n d t h e p r e t e n c e t h a t p r o t e c t i v e t a x e s c a n lie imposed wh ich 
will n o t increase t h e c o s t of l iv ing. 

LAND VALUES GROUP. 
Mr. 0 . E . P rice. C h a i r m a n of t h e K i n d Valuer. G r o u p in Pa r l i a -

m e n t . wr i tes : " T l i e w o r k of t h e G r o u p is t h e mos t i m p o r t a n t 
a n d a b i d i n g of a n v in t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s . I look book 
u p o n t h e e f fo r t s in 1 9 0 6 - 7 - 8 ns t h e real In-ginning in t h e H o u s e 
of t h e B u d g e t . But y o u r work in t h e c o u n t r y for y e a r s has been 
t h e real g r o u n d work . If t h e c a u s e o n l y c o n t i n u e s t o grow as it 
h a s d o n e , i t will revolutionise o u r c o u n t r y . " 

INTERNATIONAL FREE TRADE CONGRESS 
ANTWERP. 

Th.- I nt e i n a t i o n a l F ree T r a d e Congres s was hold at the l u s t i t u t 
Superil-i l l IV Coinincrec , A n t w e r p . 9 t h t o 1 ' i th August - L 
S t r a u s s . P r e s i d e n t . It was a h igh ly successful d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
in f a v o u r of Free T r a d e , clow- u p o n IHXI de l ega t e s lx-ing enrol led 
f r o m all p u i s of t h e c o n t i n e n t . Grea t Br i ta in a m i the Un i t ed 
S t a t e s . AI tout 5 0 de lega te s wen- present f r o m the U n i t e d 
C o m m i t t e e for t h e T a x a t i o n of IJUHI Values a n d k i n d r e d organise 

i t ions in I r e l and , U n i t e d S ta tes , D e n m a r k , F rance , Sweden , 
Belgium a n d Swi tzer land . 

A f ea tu r e of the Congress was t h e a c c e p t a n c e of a p a p e r b y 
Fredk . Ver inder , genera l sec re ta ry of t h e Eng l i sh l e a g u e fo r t h e 
T a x a t i o n of Land Values, s u b m i t t e d on behalf of t h e U n i t e d 
C o m m i t t e e , on " T h e Re la t ionsh ip of L a n d Va lues T a x a t i o n t o 
Kiec T r a d e . " Qui te a n u m b e r of the p a p e r s s u b m i t t e d cou ld n o t . 
for want of suff ic ient t ime , be considered. 

At the W e d n e s d a y session Mr. Fels h a d ra i sed t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n 
in his u sua l v igorous way, po in t ing o u t i ts i m p o r t a n c e in relation 
to Free T r a d e a n d p ro tes t ing tha t Mr. Ver inde r ' s p a p e r shou ld be 
a f fo rded t ime for discussion. I j i t e r by special a n d u n a n i m o u s 
request of t h e de lega tes r ep resen t ing t h e L a n d Va lues s ide of 
Free T r a d e Mr. Ver inder was a c c o r d e d t h e neces sa ry t i m e 
for a brief e x p l a n a t i o n of his pa | ie r a t t h e s i t t i ng on F r i d a y , 12th . 

In t h e course of a most in te res t ing speech wh ich he ld t h e 
a t t e n t i o n of the 'Congress all t h r o u g h , Mr. Ver inde r sa id , in p a r t : 

" H e d i d not promise in t h e t i m e t o d iscuss his p a p e r , o r t o ask 
tin- Congress t o d iscuss it , b u t t o say a few words b y w a y of 
exp la in ing the spiri t in which it h a d been offered t o t h e Congress , 
l ie . a n d t h e col leagues oil whose behalf he spoke , were conv inced , 
en thus i a s t i c , a n d tho rough-go ing Free T rade r s . T l iey be l ieved 
tha t tlie whole of t r a d e should IK- free. Free T r a d e w a s t o t h e m 
more t h a n libre rehanye. In E n g l a n d t h e t e r m " t r a d e s m a n " 
might IK- used to m e a n a " shopki -eper ," a n e x c h a n g e r of goods ; 
but it m igh t also mean a b lacksmi th o r a c a r p e n t e r , e t c . — a 
p r o d u c e r of g.HKls. T o m a k e t r ade really a n d t r u l y free, we 
must n m o v e t h e obs tac les which arc d a m m i n g t h e s t r e a m of 
t r ade . But it is still m o r e impor t an t t o remove those which 
an- s t o p p i n g it a t its source. In th i s Congress of m a n y n a t i o n s -
called to place the c \ | n r icnce of e a c h a t t h e disposal"of a l l — t h e 
ease of Grea t Bri ta in was of especial i n t e r e s t ; for i t w a s t he re 
tha t t h e tuittk- of Free T r a d e was iicing fough t on behalf of t h e 
whole world. T h e pr inciples which he h a d set f o r t h in his 
| taper were i l lus t ra ted b y local ins tances , b u t it was b e c a u s e he 
bel ieved t h e m t o IK- of un ive r sa l app l i ca t ion , t h a t he w a s a s k i n g 
t h e m e m b e r s of t h e Congress to t a k e t h e m in to f a v o u r a b l e 
cons idera t ion . Those ob j ec t i ons u r g e d on behalf of a return t o 
P ro t ec t i on in Great Br i ta in h a d to be me t a n d answered . F i r s t , 
i t was said t h a t " Br i t i sh F ree T r a d e " was no t real F r e e T r a d e ! 
T r u e : his an swer was " I t is a good th ing , so f a r a s i t goes, 
bu t we h a v e not e n o u g h of it. Le t u s abol i sh t h e c u s t o m - h o u s e s , 
a n d a d d f ree p r o d u c t i o n t o abso lu te ly f ree e x c h a n g e . By 
t h u s increas ing the v o l u m e of p r o d u c t i o n we shall d e s t r o y t h e 
second Pro tec t ion i s t a r g u m e n t , l iased u p o n t h e pers i s tence of 
u n e m p l o y m e n t in " F ree T r a d e " G r e a t Br i t a in . T h i r d l y , he bail 
t r i ed t o a n s w e r the ques t i on which m u s t arise in e v e r y c o u n t r y 
where F ree T r a d e is be ing discussed : If r e v e n u e is no t t o lie 
raised b v P ro t ec t i on t a x e s , w h a t is t h e F ree T r a d e a l t e r n a t i v e ? 
T o these q u e s t i o n s he h a d t r ied t o sugges t a n answer . Then -
was n o ploce where such ques t ions could be m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
discussed t h a n a t A n t w e r p . His f r i end a n d co-de lega te , Mr. 
S t a rnes . h a d called his a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t t h a t for 100 years t h e 
traff ic of sh ips be tween A n t w e r p a n d t h e o p e n sea w a s s t o p p e d 
b y t h e D u t c h , whose t e r r i t o r y lies on e a c h side of t h e Sche ld t 
below A n t w e r p . T h u s t h e fore ign t r a d e of t h e t o w n w a s ru ined . 
M. Nnmdehe . t h e h i s to r i an of A n t w e r p , r ecords t h a t , o n t h e day-
a f t e r t h e t ra f f ic b e t w e e n A n t w e r p a n d t h e sea h a d been resumed, 
t h e txilue of the land in Anltcerp had multiplied tenfold. 

A ve ry special f e a tu r e of t h e g a t h e r i n g w a s a m e e t i n g of t h e 
a d v o c a t e s of t h e T a x a t i o n of I .and Va lues held o n W e d n e s d a y 
a f t e r n o o n , a t t h e G r a n d Hote l . A b o u t 50 de lega tes were p re sen t , 
a n d Mr. C. H. S m i t h s o n was m o v e d t o t h e eluiir. A f t e r some 
in te res t ing discussion on the ques t i on of L a n d Va lues a n d Free 
T r a d e , t h e fol lowing resolution w a s u n a n i m o u s l y p a s s e d : -

" T h a t t h i s m e e t i n g of a d v o c a t e s of t h e T a x a t i o n of I . and 
\ a lues . in a t t e n d a n c e at. t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F ree T r a d e Congress 
he ld nt A n t w e r p . 10th A u g u s t , 1910. h e r e b y dec lares i t s u n f a l t e r -
ing a d h e r e n c e t o the pr inciple of Free T r a d e , m e a n i n g t h e r e b y t h e 
c o m p l e t e f r e e d o m of trad.- f rom all t a x e s o n d restrictions w h e t h e r 
imposed fo r p ro t ec t i ve o r for revenue p u r p o s e s ; f u r t h e r t h a t t h e 
t rue principle of Free T r a d e mus t be car r ied o u t t o i t s ful les t 
e x t e n t , b o t h a s a f fec t s ag r i cu l tu re a n d m a n u f a c t u r e s , b y t h e 
removal not on ly of p ro t ec t i ve t a x e s bu t also of all e x i s t i n g 
olwtack-s t o th.- un re s t r i c t ed e m p l o y m e n t of i n d u s t r y a n d c a p i t a l : 

a n d f u r t h e r dec la res t h a t tho on ly jus t a m i e x p e d i e n t m e t h o d of 
e f fec t ing th i s policy a n d of d e s t r o y i n g t h e p r o t e c t i v e s y s t e m 
is bv the e x e m p t i o n of all i m p r o v e m e n t s , a n d oil t h e processes of 
i n d u s t r y f r o m ra tes a n d taxes , a n d t h e s u b s t i t u t i o n for t h e m of 
tho direct t a x a t i o n of tlie value of all l and , a value which is d u e 
en t i r e ly t o t h e presence, g rowth , i n d u s t r y , a n d e x p e n d i t u r e 
of the c o m m u n i t y . " 
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MANCHESTER. 

\ week-end Conference of t h e a d v o c a t e s of t h e T a x a t i o n of 
l a n d Va lues is b«ing p r o m o t e d bv t h e U n i t e d Commi t t ee , a n d 
will p r o b a b l y t a k e p lace a t Manches t e r f r o m F r i d a y S e p t e m b e r 30 
to Monday , Oc tobe r 3. 

I n f o r m a t i o n will lie s e n t by [Hist t o those concerned , b u t any 
whole-hear ted a d v o c a t e of t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values desir ing 
to be p resen t is r eques ted to c o m m u n i c a t e wi th the Uni ted 
Commi t t ee a t 20, Toth i l l S t r ee t , L o n d o n , S .W. , when ful l jiarti-
culars will be g iven. 

T h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e Manches t e r League , 134, Deansga tc , 
Manches ter , wr i tes t h a t t h e fo l lowing meet ings , in add i t ion to 
those a l r e a d y a n n o u n c e d in l a s t m o n t h ' s issue, h a v e been held : 

July 27.—(!horl ton-cum-Hardy (open a i r ) : W. L. Johnson, 1). 
Catterall and A. H . Weller. 

31.—Alexandra Park : I). Catterall , J . E. Hutchinson and A. 11. 
Weller. 

Aug. 2 .—Chorl ton-cum-Hardy (oiien a i r ) : W. Norman,W. L. Johnson, 
W. Humphreys and A. H. Weller. 

„ 3.—Middleton : D. tiatterall's reply to Coun. MeLachlan. 
„ 4..—Crossley's Works, Manchester (Dinner-hour Meeting): 

•I. Bagot and A. II. Weller. 
„ 5.—Alexandra Park Gate (open air): Hon. Geo. Wallace, D. 

Catterall and A. H. Weller. 
„ 7.—Birchtields P a r k : Hon. Geo. Wallace, J . Bagot and W . 

Norman. 
„ D.—Walter St. Croft , Harpurhey : 1). 'Catterall and W. Norman. 
., 14.—Seedley Bro the rhood : " Golden Rule Taxa t ion , " 1). 

Catterall . 
„ I I .— Alexandra Park : W. Norman. <>. O'Grady, D. Catterall and 

J . E. Hutchinson. 
„ 1 0 . - W a l t e r St. Croft , H a r p u r h e y : J . Ficlden, VV. Norman 

and D. Catterall . 
., 18.— Economic Class Meeting in Manchester League's Office. 
„ 21.—Crnwcroft Pa rk , 3 p .m. : W. Norman, D. Catterall . Dr. 

McDougall and J . Kielden. 
„ 24.—Prcstwich League of Young Libera l s : J . Bagot. 

On J u l y 28 th a large n u m b e r of m e m b e r s a n d f r iends m e t a t 
t h e office' of the. League t o hear a farewell a d d r e s s f r o m Mr. 
A r t h u r W i t h v pr ior t o his d e p a r t u r e fo r New Zealand. All 
present un i t ed in hea r t i ly wishing Mr. W i t h y God-speed . A n o t h e r 
large g a t h e r i n g a s sembled on A u g u s t 4 t h t o welcome t h e H o n . 
George Wal lace , who addressed open-a i r mee t ings on A u g u s t 5 t h 
and 7 th , a s n o t e d above . 

MIDLAND LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 

Augus t h a s necessari ly been a q u i e t t ime for }Militical work , 
so m a n y m e m b e r s 1 icing a w a y hol iday mak ing , w hile t he w e a t h e r 
has upse t a r r a n g e m e n t s fo r several o | ien-ai r mee t ings . T h e 
BIRMINGHAM DAILY POST h a s o p e n e d its c o l u m n s to the b i t t e r 
c ry of t h e l andowners , w h o find it a h a r d task to i n f o r m the t ax -
collector of t he va lue of the i r land. Mr. C h a p m a n Wright in a 
series of l e t t e r s h a s e n d e a v o u r e d to lessen the i r i r r i ta t ion by 
showing t h a t t he small o w n e r can on ly benefi t when the I Vers 
a n d o t h e r big landow ners c o n t r i b u t e the i r fa i r sha re , a n d it is t o 
secure t h i s result t ha t t he va lua t i on becomes so ncees fa ry . 
Meet ings h a v e been held , wi th some good reports in the local 
press, a s fol lows :— 

J u l y 22 .—Libe ra l , a t W e s t Bromwich . C h a p m a n Wr igh t . 
23 .— Do. do. T . R . S tokes . 

,, 2 5 . — Do. B i r m i n g h a m . C h a p m a n Wr igh t . 
2 6 . — Do. do. do . 

Aug. 7 . — P S A . Lang ley do . 
8 .—League , a t S m e t h w i c k . B. Grigg. J . C. Willis, 

T. R. S tokes , a n d C h a p m a n W r i g h t . 
„ 9 .—League , a t S m c t h w i c k . C h a p m a n W r i g h t , Bernard 

Grigg a n d T. R. S tokes . 

NEWCASTLE. 

N O R T H E R N L A N D V A L U E S L E A G U E F O R M E D . 

A special general mee t ing of t he Newcas t le B r a n c h of the 
English I / -ague for t he T a x a t i o n of I . and Values was held in t h e 
Moor Bui ldings , Pilgrim S t ree t , Newcast le , u n d e r t h e c h a i r m a n -
ship of Mr. A. W . Dakers , B.A. 

Mr. Char les T r e v e l v a n . M . P . , s e n t a le t te r in which he s a i d : — 
" W e h a v e a t th is m o m e n t a g rea t reason for s o c i a l exer t ions . 
T h e l and va lua t ion u n d e r the g r e a t Budge t will soon be an 

accompl i shed f ac t . T h e n e x t s t e p will lie t o ensure fo r local 
au tho r i t i e s t h e power of ra is ing t h e r a t e s in whole or |>art o n th is 
va lua t i on ins tead of on the present ru inous Imsis, which penal ises 
all i m p r o v e m e n t a n d i n d u s t r y . 

" T h e recovery of social va lues for publ ic purposes must lie 
m a d e t h e leading no te of ou r local a s well a s na t iona l t a x a t i o n for 
t h e coming genera t ion . By t h a t course a lone can we finally 
a n d ef fec t ive ly ove rcome t h e e f fo r t s of Tariff R e f o r m e r s t o t a x 
the ]io<ir in the in teres ts of m o n o p o l y . " 

T h e C h a i r m a n presen ted a r e p o r t on t h e decis ion of t he 
Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e ; a n d Mr. R i c h a r d B r o w n m o v e d , a n d Mr. 
J . Veiteh seconded the fol lowing resolution, which was agreed to :— 
" T h a t tho o rgan i sa t ion h e n c e f o r t h IK- k n o w n a s the N o r t h e r n 
L a n d Va lues League, e m b r a c i n g t h e coun t i e s of N o r t h u m l x r -
land . D u r h a m , C u m b e r l a n d a n d W e s t m o r l a n d , a n d t h a t Mr. 
Wil l iam Re id . of Glasgow, l>e a p p o i n t e d secre ta ry . T h a t t he 
t h a n k s of th i s mee t ing IK; g iven to the U n i t e d Commi t t ee for the 
T a x a t i o n of I .And Values for the i r p romised s u p p o r t in connec t ion 
wi th the l e a g u e . " 

.Mr. Char les T r e v e l y a n , M.P. , w a s unan imous ly a p p o i n t e d 
President of t h e League . 

I t was agreed t h a t t he m e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t for t h e con-
s t i tuencies in t h e fou r coun t i e s in f a v o u r of the T n x a t i o n of L a n d 
Values, t o g e t h e r wi th the R i g h t Hon . W a l t e r R u n c i m u n . M.I ' . , 
t he Very Rev. G. W . Ki t eh in . D .D. , a n d Dr. R o b e r t Sjienoe 
W a t s o n , l ' .C. , Ix; Vice-Pres idents of t h e League . 

Mr. R ichard Brown was a |x i in ted h o n . sec re ta ry of t h e League 
a n d Mr. C. E . Schrocder h o n . t r easu re r . 

T h e offices of t he new league a re a t (HI. Pi lgrim S t ree t , New-
cas t l e -on-Tyne . 

LIVERPOOL. 

T h e Sec re ta ry of t h e Liverpool League, wri t ing f rom 339, 
Aigbur th R o a d . Liverpool , says that , s ince the close of t he Kirk 
da le by-elect ion c a m p a i g n t h e I /•ague h a s held its usual weekly 
o|x-n-air meet ings . Pol i t ical interest, is r a t h e r quiet a t present 
anil those m e m b e r s who addres s the mee t ings get gixxl prac t ice 
in the ar t of " h o l d i n g " t h e c rowd, which will s t a n d t h e m in 
gixxl s t ead when m o n ' s t i r r ing t imes c o m e round . In c o n t r a s t 
t<> t h e qu ie tness of publ ic in te res t in poli t ics is t h e eagerness 
of va r ious associa t ions t o know m o r e of t h e land ques t ion . 
R e c e n t l y Mr. Cowpcr addressed mee t ings at O r m s k i r k . Egren ion t 
a n d El lesmcre P o r t , a n d t h e Hon . Sec re t a ry , Mr. Wil l iam Noble, 
sjHike a t S a l t n e v u n d e r t h e auspices of t he Ches ter Young 
Liberals . O t h e r e n g a g e m e n t s a r e | tending. as is a lso a d e b a t e 
w i t h local meml ic r s of t h e S . D . P . In Bi rkenhead s o m e of t he 
League m e m b e r s h a v e spoken a t severa l mee t ings held bv t h e 
" 1 9 1 0 " League . 

WALES 

T h e C o m m i t t e e for Wales t o p r o m o t e t h e T a x a t i o n of 
Ivind Values, 94, Queen S t r e e t . Cardi f f . T h e r e a re o v e r t w e n t y 
mee t ings now b o o k e d fo r S e p t e m b e r , a n d o the r s for Oc tobe r . 

Mr. M c H u g h is occupied in col lect ing fac t s a n d c a r r y i n g on 
an en l igh ten ing cor respondence in t h e co lumns of t h e Soi'TH 
WALKS DAILY NEWS, a n d p r iming a m b i t i o u s p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s 
wi th t h e case fo r t h e T a x a t i o n of I .and Values. H e is a l so engaged 
at t imes in d iscuss ing t h e ques t ion wi th ea rnes t -minded s t u d e n t s 
who a re p r e p a r i n g ]>a|x-rs for L i t e r a ry a n d D e b a t i n g Societies. 

" I .and a n d Peop le . " b y H e n r y George , is in course of t r ans -
lat ion i n to the Welsh language . 

T h e local f ac t s re la t ing t o l and t e n u r e a n d t a x a t i o n , which 
Mr. M c H u g h is col lect ing, will be m o s t useful for munic ipa l 
c ampa igns . T h e r e is a proposal fo r e x t e n d i n g the b o u n d a r i e s 
of Cardiff , a n d r e d i s t r i b u t i n g the representation, and t h e infor-
m a t i o n n o w l*-ing col lected will be of great he lp in t h e coming 
c a m p a i g n . I t will Ix- in te res t ing to show how t h e owners of 
r a m s h a c k l e s t r u c t u r e s a r e f a v o u r e d a s c o m p a r e d wi th t h e people 
who h a v e u p - t o - d a t e bui ld ings , a n d the still g r ea t e r f avour 
shown to t h e owners of v a c a n t lots. Th i s is good work , a n d in 
a sense more i m p o r t a n t t h a n address ing meet ings , in t h e mean-
t ime. T h e mel t ings t o be addressed l a t e r on will be all t h e more 
successful because of th is special g lean ing of f ac t s a n d figures. 

Mr. Bcddoc Rees . S e c r e t a r y of t h e new Welsh L a n d Values 
C o m m i t t e e , wr i tes , J u l y 2 6 t h , 1 9 1 0 : — " I f you were d o w n here 
you would Ix; sa t is f ied wi th t h e progress we a re m a k i n g . We 
h a v e a l r e a d y held u p w a r d s of a d o z e n mee t ings , each o n e lieing 
a g r e a t suooess. I h a v e now app l i ca t i ons f r o m a b o u t s ix teen 
d i f f e ren t places w a n t i n g mee t ings in S c p t c m W ; t h e y c o n t i n u e 
o t come in e v e r y d a y , so t h a t Mr. M c H u g h a n d I will be k e p t 
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p r e t t y busy . W h a t su rp r i se* m e more t b a n a n y t h i n g is t h e 
real g e n u i n e in t e r e s t t a k e n in t h e ques t i on by eve ry |«irt of (he 
i m p u t a t i o n . At t h e e n d of e a c h m e e t i n g we a r e s i m p l y showeied 
w i t h q u e s t i o n s a n d appl icat ion!) for l i t e r a t u r e . " 

SCOTTISH NEWS AND NOTES 
I n re fe rence t o Mr. h k i r r o w ' s recent c a m p a i g n in E d i n b u r g h 

a n d Eas t Sco t l and as r e p o r t e d , in | w r t , in las t m o n t h ' s issue, 
Mr. A. D. W o o d , S e c r e t a r y of t he Sco t t i sh Libera l Associa t ion 
( E a s t e r n Sect ion) , w r i t e s : — 

I would like t o t a k e th i s o p p o r t u n i t y of l e t t ing you know 
how well Mr. Sk i r row has been do ing his work in the cmn|Hiign 
which has been going on r ecen t ly in t h e E a s t of Sco t l and . 
F r o m all q u a r t e r n I leant t h a t lus s | x c c h e s h a v e hud an excel-
lent ef fect , a n d I feel conv inced t h a t t h e I j l i e r a l P a r t y will 
lieiictit ve ry m u c h indeed f r o m his a d v o c a c y of t he mont 
i m p o r t a n t ques t i on of T a x a t i o n of Ijitnd Value*. F r o m 
E d i n b u r g h , l / i t h , Eife , Muss. Ihurgli , a n d Midlo th ian 1 
h a v e r e p o r t s t h a t t he m e e t i n g s were most s i icc tssful , a n d 1 
feel it m y d u t y t<> let you know t h i s . " 

Mr. Dovld M c i n t o s h Kollo, C u p a r , Kite, w r i t e s : 
I a m glad to s a y tha t t h e open-a i r m e e t i n g uddr . d by 

Mr. Sk i r row took place last T u e s d a y even ing , as I h a v e learned 
f rom several of t h e aud i ence , a n d t h e C h a i r m a n was q u i t e a 
success. I l j s e n c o u n t e r w i th t h e local heck le r c a m e off ve ry 
well. I paid a few shil l ings fo r t he d i s t r i b u t i o n of t he bills, 
but I a m t r e a t i n g t h a t its m y c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s t h e mee t -
ing. I a m s o r r y n o o t h e r mee t ings could lie held a t t h e 
present t ime ill o t h e r p a r t s of t he c o n s t i t u e n c y , b u t p r o b a b l y 
these could lie a r r a n g e d l a t e r o n . " 

T h e Sec re ta ry fo r Sco t l and has a p p o i n t e d Mr. .1. IMindus 
W h i t e , M.P. , to lie his P a r l i a m e n t a r y P r i v a t e Sec re t a ry (unpaid) . 

At an in formal mee t ing of f r i ends at Inverness held last m o n t h , 
t he ques t ion of f o r m i n g a H i g h l a n d L a n d Values l e a g u e was 
d iscussed . 

It was agreed to convene a regular m e e t i n g of all concerned by 
c i rcular , t o a p p o i n t a p iov is iona l c o m m i t t e e t o u n d e i t a k e t h e 
p re l imina ry work. 

Mr. J . D u n d a s Wli i te . M.P. . will i i ndc i t akc a c a m p a i g n of mee t -
ings t h r o u g h o u t t he High lands on Ix-holf of t h e Uni ted Com-
m i t t e e . a n d the proposed H i g h l a n d I .and Values l e a g u e , f r o m 
O c t o b e r 20 to N o v e m b e r I" . A list of t h e mee t ings will be 
pub l i shed in o u r Oc tobe r issue. 

ENGLISH LEAGUE : ANNUAL MEETING. 
In sp i te of t h e most u n f a v o u r a b l e w e a t h e r , t h e floor of E s s e x 

( large) Hall was well fillet! w i th m e m b e r s a n d f r i ends of t h e 
l e a g u e for t he 27 th Annua l Mee t ing on J u l y 20 th . Mr. E . C. 
HFMMKRDK. K.C.. M.P. . t he retiring P res iden t , be ing u n a v o i d -
ab ly d e t a i n e d , t h e cha i r w as t a k e n by 

M r . L E W I S 11. B E R E N S ( H o n . G e n . T r e a s u r e r ) w h o a t o n c e 
m o v e d the elect ion of t he P r e s i d e n t . Counci l , E x e c u t i v e a n d o t h e r 
of t i .ers , which w a s ag reed to . 

Mr. 11. 0 . ClIANCEU.on. M.P. . t h e newly-e lec ted P r e s i d e n t , 
w h o was rece ived wi th loud cheers , said t h a t un t i l la te ly lie h a d 
lieen a " very p r i v a t e m a n " indeed , d o i n g his work for t he c a u s e 
on the qu ie t . He h a d a c c e p t e d the p re s idency , a t t he ea rnes t re-
ques t of the E x e c u t i v e , w ith grea t diff idence a n d some r e luc t ance , 
b u t he would d o his liest t o p u s h the m o v e m e n t d u r i n g his t e r m 
of office. T h e o t h e r d a y . at an i n t e r e s t i n g con fe r ence in L o n d o n , 
one of o u r f o r emos t pub l i she r s . Mr. JOHN MURRAY, h a d expressed 
t h e opin ion tha t s o m e books were even more nox ious t h a n 
ero t ic n o v e l s , a n d he h a d in s t anced the w o r k s of HENRY GBORGE, 
K A R L M A R X , a n d N I E T Z S C H E ! H e w o n d e r e d w h e t h e r M r . 
M U R R A Y h a d e v e r read a n y o f t h e w o r k s o f H E N R Y G E O R G E , l b -
( t h e s | K > a k e r ) r e g a r d e d H E N R Y OF.ORGE a s o n e o f t h e p u r e s t 
m i n d e d pa t r io t s . H e worked to m a k e people free. He showed 
t h a t t h u s only could we solve the social, e conomic a n d mora l 
d i f f icul t ies which In-set us. F r e e d o m was t h e t o u c h s t o n e of o u r 
m o v e m e n t . 

H e f ound t h a t in sparse c o m m u n i t i e s , s t a r v a t i o n a n d d e g r a d i n g 
p o v e r t y wen ' r a r e . As c o m m u n i t i e s deve loped , d e g r a d i n g a n d 
g r i n d i n g p o v e r t y arose , side by side wi th increas ing power to 
p roduce wea l th . H e e n d e a v o u r e d to .jot „t t h e b o t t o m of th is . 
H e f o u n d t h a t the secre t of t he whole bus iness w a s t h a t m e n a r e 

not free to p roduce , because a ce r t a in l imi ted n u m b e r of m e n h a v e 
g o t i n to the i r own power t h e n a t u r a l sources of p r o d u c t i o n , 
because men were t lenied d i rec t access t o t h e r e sou rces of n a t u r e . 
T h i s m o n o p o l y - p o w e r crysta l l i sed in to " l and v a l u e s . " P r i v a t e 
o w n e r s h i p of land c r e a t e d a monopo ly -va lue in l a n d , r e p r e s e n t i n g 
t h e p o w e r t o a b s t r a c t f rom the p r o d u c e r s a g r e a t p r o p o r t i o n of 
the i r p r o d u c t i o n . W e see it go ing on all ove r t h e wor ld , a n d in 
the long run tliis owner sh ip of l a n d m e a n s t h e o w n e r s h i p of t h e 
l ives of t he people. 

Those l and values, as HENRY GEORGE p roved , a r e t h e c r ea t i on 
of t h e p u b l i c . H E N R Y G E O R G E w a s o n e of t h e m o s t p r o n o u n c e d 
indiv idual is t s . He he ld t h a t e v e r y m a n shou ld o w n w h a t he 
himself p roduced—al l of it. Bu t he also a sked , w h y should n o t 
society as a whole o w n a n d use t h e va lues wh ich it c r e a t e s : e n j o y 
its own income, a n d use these g rowing va lues f o r i t s g rowing 
needs ? T h u s we c o m e to the " t a x a t i o n " of l a n d values . H u t 
t a x a t i o n of land va lues is n o t really t a x a t i o n . I t is mere ly t h e 
retention liv the c o m m u n i t y of v a l u e s wh ich the c o m m u n i t y h a s 
c r e a t e d , in "subs t i tu t ion for t he t a x e s a n d ra tes wh ich now fall on 
the p r o d u c t s of i n d u s t r y . T h e n , s a y s HENRY GEORGE, w h e n t h e 
t a x a t i o n of land va lues lias opened n a t u r a l resources t o l a b o u r , 
every m a n will have an a l t e r n a t i v e in life. Now h e m u s t t a k e 
what t h e e m p l o y e r s olfcr , for u n d e r land m o n o p o l y wages t e n d 
to lie depressed t o the m i n i m u m of subs i s tence . H u t when t h e 
l a b o u r e r o b t a i n s d i r ec t access t o n a t u r a l resources he c a n refuse 
to work fo r o t h e r s e x c e p t for an a d e q u a t e r e t u r n . 

Vlost P a r l i a m e n t a r y legislat ion is, at p resen t , a m e r e pa l l ia t ive 
for social sop 's . B u t give m e n f r e e d o m — t h a t is all we a s k — a n d 
t h e y will find e m p l o y m e n t , a n d t h e n you m a y pun i sh t h e m , 
if von like, if t hey won't work. A t t e m p t s t o " m a k e work " 
for the u n e m p l o y e d on ly lead t o g r e a t e r evils. W e bel ieve in t h e 
n a t u r a l s o l u t i o n : t h a t what a m a n produces , lie is en t i t l ed t o 
keep. If lie had f ree access t o n a t u r a l resources , t h a t is w h a t 
lie would get . H e would refuse t o work fo r a n e m p l o y e r fo r 
less. W a g e s would go u p in a n a t u r a l way . T h e r e would ho 
no need to force t h e m u p ar t i f ic ia l ly b y the a c t i o n of T r a d e 
Unions or t h e pass ing of laws. T h i s n a t u r a l so lu t ion , while 
secur ing to the w o r k e r t he results of h i s l a b o u r , wou ld leave to 
e m p l o y e r s t he marg in which represented the p r o p e r wages of 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e , a n d t h e fear of o u r Socialist f r i e n d s t h a t T a x a t i o n 
of L a n d V a l u e s w ou ld benef i t t h e cap i t a l i s t c lass w o u l d d i s a p p e a r . 
At t h e conclus ion of h i s address . 

T h e PRESIDENT, in m o v i n g the a d o p t ion of t he Annua l R e p o r t 
( p r i n t ed on a n o t h e r jwge), gave a brief synops i s of t h e leading 
f ac t s in i t . a n d special ly c o n g r a t u l a t e d the L e a g u e on h a v i n g 
become assoc ia ted wi th all the o t h e r I .and Values L e a g u e s t h r o u g h 
the m e d i u m of the " U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e . ' ' 

T h e Annua l R e p o r t was u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d by t h e mee t ing . 
T h e H O N . G E N E R A L T R E A S U R E R m o v e d t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e 

a u d i t e d S t a t e m e n t of Rece ip t s a n d P a y m e n t s for t h e p a s t yea r , 
a n d of t h e Balance Sheet as at J u n e 30th . Mr. BERENS said t h a t , 
d u r i n g his long connec t ion wi th t h e m o v e m e n t , he could no t re-
m e m b e r a yea r in w hich such g rea t a n d c o n t i n u o u s p rogress h a d 
lieen m a d e , not only in Grea t Br i t a in , bu t all over t h e world. H e 
called special a t t e n t i o n t o t h e record sales of l i t e r a t u r e , a n d dwel t 
u p o n the services r e n d e r e d to t h e m o v e m e n t in genera l b y t h e 
ac t i v i t i e s of t he " U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e . " a n d by t h e generos i ty 
of M r . J O S E P H F E L S . 

M r . F R A N C I S N E I I S O N . M P . , s e c o n d e d , i n a b r i l l i a n t a n d 
a m u s i n g speech , which de l igh ted the mee t ing , b u t is impossible 
to d o jus t i ce t o in a shor t report. He demol i shed t h e case fo r 
t he exclus ion of t he agr icu l tu ra l d i s t r i c t s f rom t h e benef i t s of 
I . and Va lue T a x a t i o n . His f resh a n d breezy a c c o u n t s of t w o 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s — o n e wi th a Wi l t sh i r e I.ilieral f a r m e r , a n d t h e 
o t h e r wi th a steel m a n u f a c t u r e r — w e r e va luab le ob jec t lessons 
in t h e a r t of p r o p a g a n d a , a n d will d o u b t l e s s p r o v e useful t o 
m a n y e v e n of o u r mos t seasoned advoca t e s . 

T h e m o t i o n w a s s u p p o r t e d b v M r . J O S E P H F * L S . H e t h o u g h t 
t he income of the l e a g u e shou ld lie at least ten t imes as large 
as it was. He t o u c h e d on the progress of t he m o v e m e n t in 
C a n a d a , t he U n i t e d S ta t e s , a n d especial ly in D e n m a r k , whe re 
the Dan i sh l e a g u e would s h o r t l y open the i r new offices on t h e 
g r o u n d floor of a bu i ld ing " cxac t l v oppos i t e t h e f r o n t d o o r of t h e 
H o u s e of P a r l i a m e n t . " T h e inf luence of Grea t B r i t a in w a s 
g r e a t e r t h a n tha t of a n y o t h e r c o u n t r y , a n d progress here wou ld 
s t i m u l a t e fellow w o r k e r s all ove r t he world. T h e new-s of wha t 
is done here nets even t o the U n i t e d S ta tes . 

Mr. .T. O'GRADY. M.P . ( L a b o u r — E a s t Leeds) m o v e d : 
T h a t th i s Annua l Meet ing of t he Engl ish l e a g u e fo r t h e 

T a x a t i o n of I , and Values hea r t i ly c o n g r a t u l a t e s t h e R igh t 
H o n . D. L loyd George , Chancel lor of the E x c h e q u e r , on t h e 
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passing in to law of the F inance Bill, 1909-1910; expresses 
its gra t i f ica t ion a t the se t t ing-up of machinery for the valuat ion 
on a cap i t a l basis of the whole of the l and in the United 
K ingdom ; and urges the Governmen t to complete the valua-
tion wi th all possible expedi t ion , in order that it may bo made 
the basis of such a sys tem of t axa t ion , na t ional "and local, 
as will relieve the mater ia ls , processes and results of indust ry 
from the burdens of t a x a t i o n and ra t ing . 

He said he did no t claim to be an expor t on the quest ion, but 
for 25 years , bo th qu ie t ly a n d publicly, he hiul tvied to make it 
popular. A t t h e T r a d e Union (Congress in 1898. he had advoca ted 
a tax of £40,000.000 on L a n d Values. H e was not a Single Taxer . 
Broadly he called himself a Land Nat ional ised But he WHS as 
keen as a n y m e m b e r of tho l e a g u e about the c o m m u n i t y get t ing 
back the va lue of i ts own land. Then- could IK- no ques t ion that 
all t rue social re form mus t t ake i ts foot ing on the land quest ion. 
The Budget was the first s tep. In it, for the tirst t ime in the history 
of British Budgets , the principle of the Taxa t ion of L a n d Value's 
was embodied . He hoped it would prove t o lie only a small 
In-ginning. All the l anded interes t had 1 winded aga ins t it, and 
had lost the i r politics a l t o g e t h e r : they wen- no longer Liberal 
or Tory. He was as tonished that t h e working jK-opk- lnul not 
grasjied, a s firmly as the landlords had, the impor tance of this 
principle of the T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values, and m a d e it t h e cent ml 
plank in their p la t fo rm. In I » n d o n ho found t h a t seven noble 
lords were t ak ing no kiss t h a n 14 millions f rom a space of three 
miles square . Ho was glad t h a t the Chancellor of the Excheque r 
had d iv ided the produce of t h e t a x liotween the nat ional and 
the local purse . His own town of Leeds had IK >ught land for 
sewerage purposes . I t s r e n t was £1,(KKI. But d id they get it 
for even 25 years ' pure h a m of the r e n t ? They had to pay 
£125,00*1. H the Budget h a d been in force, the local purse would 
have received £10,000 and the na t iona l purse £10,000 f rom that 
t ransact ion. Ye t in Leeds they had unemployed men, and 
children going hungry to the i r schools. Mr. O'GRADY showed, 
from his munic ipal exper ience , the need for relief of the burdens of 
local t axa t ion . He would say t o fu tu re Chancellors of the 
Exchequer : " C o m p l e t e t h e va lua t ion ; relieve local t axa t ion ; 
and find a t least the bulk of the money by the T a x a t i o n of Land 
Values." 

Alderman I' . WILSON RAFKAN, M.P., C.C., said that on this 
quest ion Liberal a n d l a b o u r member s wore working heart i ly 
together in the House of Commons on a c o m m o n p la t form. 
The LLOYD GEORGE Budget was the first s t ep t o w a r d s the 
a t t a i n m e n t of our objects . I ts impor t ance lav, no t in the 
taxa t ion it im|K>sed, b u t in the va lua t ion which it set up . We 
were going forward nex t y e a r to an agi ta t ion even more far-
r e a c h i n g a n d i m p o r t a n t , f o r M r L L O Y D G E O R G E h a d p r o m i s e d t o 
deal wi th t h e re la t ions be tween local and nat ional t axa t ion . 
The men on the Councils who app roached this quest ion f rom the 
purely munic ipal point of view found themselves , i r respect ive of 
municipal pa r t y politics, forced round to our reform. He hoped 
t h a t next y e a r ' s Budget would give us a direct t ax oil all land 
values, in relief of r a t e burdens , and tha t the localities would 
get the power t o r a t e land values. This would sweep in to line 
the whole of the municipal i t ies . 

M r . E . G . H E M M E R D E . K . C . , M . P . , w h o h a d i n t h e m e a n t i m e 
reached t h e meet ing, said t h a t the League migh t congra tu la te 
the Chancellor of the Excheque r , b u t i t could also congra tu la te 
itself on tlie resul ts of the |>ast yea r ' s work. The Liberal pa r ty 
had been s teadi ly going down hill. I t was losing bve-elcctions, 
ami discussing the m a g n i t u d e of its next defea t . T h e very 
moment t h e Budge t—w ith all i ts f au l t s—was b rough t in, the 
Pa r ty became a great fighting force, inspired by a new hope. 
We mus t now go fo rward on the basis of the va lua t ion . ' moke 
educat ion, high roads, and so on, a na t iona l burden ? cer tainly. 
But how shall we pay for i t ? Tariff Reform will not d o it : 
it will n o t even mee t the present need for revenue. I t can only 
hi' done by a universal t ax on land values in lieu of rates. Many 
o ther | ieople are ta lk ing a b o u t relieving agr icul ture . W e have 
a plan to d o it . There is no o the r plan. Capta in P r e t y m a n 
retort* : " Yes. b u t you are ti no need by an American mil l ionaire." 
This is no answer t o the fact t h a t Cap ta in P r e t y m o n hos no 
agr icul tura l policy. Let us all work t o get the machinery of 
valuat ion used. W e m a y go in to our next yea r ' s work, full of 
courage a n d de te rmina t ion , with the knowledge t h a t our effor ts 
have a l r eady brought for th great f ru i t , and will br ing even greater . 

M r . J . CHAS. DURAMT. o n e of t h e f o u n d e r s o f t h e I x - a g u e . 
moved, a n d the GENERAL SECRETARY oeconded. a vote of t h a n k ' 
' o tho Pas t .P res iden t and t o Mr. Chancellor, which was carried 
with e n t h u s i a s m . — F . V . 

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING. 
The Execut ive of the English League hod tin- pleasure, a t 

their last meeting, of a visit f rom the Hon . George Wallace, 
of New York , who made m a n y fr iends among the member s 
of the l e a g u e dur ing his s tay in Ixmdon a year ago. lb- pre-
sented the following message f rom the o t h e r side :— 

" T o the English league- for the T a x a t i o n of I-and Values, 
G R E E T I N G . 

" A t a meet ing of the Execut ive Commit tee of the Lin t ! Values 
T a x Pa r ty of the United States , held at CI. East 22nd S t r i c t . 
New York City, J u l y 2nd. 1910, the following minute was 
unanimously a d o p t e d : — 

" Resolved .—That we congra tu la te o u r bre thren in Crea t 
Britain on the marked progress our cause has made in their 
coun t ry dur ing the past y e a r ; t h a t we are great ly cheered by 
the enac tmen t of tin- Lloyd George Budget , which we i rgord 
as an impor tant first s top toward the a t t a inmen t of our h o p ' s , 
and the adop t ion of a single t ax on I-and Values to provide all 
necessary expenses of G o v e r n m e n t ; tha t we rejoin to know 
t h e British Chancellor of tho Kxchotpier has Imldly declared 
his s tand for tin- u l t imate aboli t ion of land m o n o p o l y ; ' ha t 
we bid our British bre thren God-s|iecd in their work, and look 
fo rward to the glad t ime when t h e curse of pr ivate land monopoly 
will Is' altolishcd lioth in tlio Mother Count ry and in our own 
land. I laving an abiding fai th in the fulfilment of the promise 
t h a t ' the needy shall no t a lways lie forgot ten : the c x p ctaUon 
of the poor shall not perish forever. ' 

" A s tin- Chai rman of tin- Commit tee , l ion, t ieorge Wallace, 
is oltout to visit England, we an ' glad t o introduce him to our 
working bre thren abroad, a n d we wild these greetings by him 
in person. 

" Bv order of tho C o m m i t t e e — B . T. SAMI-I.K, Secretary. ' ' 
A suitable reply to this fr iendly message will In- sent from the 

nex t meet ing of the Execut ive . 

Bv direct ion of the Execut ive , the General Secretory has sent 
a let ter of warm appreciat ion and hear ty t hanks to th<- Hon 
Secretaries of the Tynesidc Branch of tin- l e a g u e . Mr. Richard 
Brown and Mr. .las. Yoiteli. for the work that they lutv.- d.mc t"i 
a n d th rough the Branch. This is now being re-organised, and 
its work ex tended , under the Secretaryship of Mr. William 
Reid. and will in fu tu re U' known os the Nor thern l . m d Values 
l e a g u e , with offices nt 90. Pilgrim Stn-et . Neweostle-on-Tvne. 

An article e n t i t l e d : " C o l l e c t the Kent—A non-par ty |>H>a 
for the Taxa t ion of Land Values," signed by Rev. A. C. Auchinnty . 
of Edgbas ton , appea r s in the Scptemls-r number of the WEST-
MINSTER REVIEW. Mr. A u c h m u t y , f o rmer ly Vicar of Luc ton . 
Here fo rdsh i re , is one of t h e oldest m e m b e r s of the Engl ish 
League, and has for m a n y years a d v o c a t e d the Single T a x on 
L a n d Values bo th b y his voice a n d by his pen. Many m e m b e r s 
of t h e L e a g u e w ill cherish g r a t e fu l memor ies of the services h 
rendered to the cause in the ea r ly n ine t ies b y his s u p p o r t of the 
" R e d V a n " p r o p a g a n d a a m o n g the agr icu l tura l labourers of 
He re fo rdsh i r e . 

T h e following m'<-tings, in add i t i on to those a l ready repor ted , 
have been h e l d : — 
J u l y 26. -Thorn ton Heath . A. Wilme Collier. 

„ 27 .—(Holmfi r th I)iv.), Hoyland Common. I-'. Skirrow. 
,, 28. — , , „ Silkstone. F. Skirrow . 

29.— ,, ,, Si lkstonr Common. F. Skirrow. 
30.— ,, „ Pcnistouc. F. Skirrow. 

Aug. 3—Keighley. W. Thomson a n d A. Wi thy . 
4 . — N o r t h Shields. J a m e s Veitch. 

„ 12 .—Jarrow. J a s . Veitch. 
13.—Worcester Pork , Surrey. J . Chuter Ed>'. 

i f 14 .—Abney Congregot ionol Church, S toke Ncwington . 
H o n . Geo. Wallace. 

„ 15. -Haggers ton . Hon- Geo. Wal lace . 
,. 17.—Kcighlev. Councillor J . \ . Guy and William 

Thomson. 
r 21 .—Finsb i i rv Pork Congregat ional Church. Hon. Geo. 

Wallace. 
„ 24.—Kcighlcy. William Thomson . 
„ 31.—Keighley. Will iam Thorns, m. 

S E P T E M B E K . 
W e d . 14.—Word l e a g u e of Young Liberals. Broadway 

Chambers , near Ilford Sta t ion. Fredk. Verinder, 
H p-m. ' . 



86 Land Va lues S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 1 0 , 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

AUSTRALIA 
C O M M O N W E A L T H L A N D T A X . 

T h e Kill p r o v i d i n g for a p rogress ive t a x i n t h e u n i m p r o v e d 
va lue of l and w a s r e a d a first t i m e in t h e F c d e i a l H o u s e of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o n A u g u s t Ki th . T h e scale of t h e t a x will Ix' 
left t o P a r l i a m e n t to lix. I t will p r o b a b l y be Id . in t h e £ 011 l a n d s 
v a l u e d a t f r o m £5,0(10 t o £10,000, a n d will l i t e g r a d u a l l y t o (id. 
in t h e £ o n va lues e x c e e d i n g £ HO, <100. 

T h e p rogress ive t a x on t h e u n i m p r o v e d va lue of land will 
in t h e ease of a b s e n t e e l a n d l o t d s Ixi I d . e x t r a in t h e p o u n d 
t h r o u g h o u t , w i th n o e x e m p t i o n . 

• » » 
T h e L a n d T a x of 190!) will Ix1 r e i n t r o d u c e d w i t h a m a x i m u m 

r a t e of 0d. i n s t e a d of 4<l. in t h e |x>und u p o n all e s t a t e s w h o s e 
u n i m p r o v e d va lue e x c e e d s £5 ,000. A n e s t a t e w o r t h £80 ,000 
will p a y s o m e t h i n g o v e r £1,00(1 a y e a r a s t a x , one of £1(10,000 
o v e r £1 ,500 a yea r , a n d so on. W i t h i t s m a j o r i t y in b o t h HOUMB 
t h e m e a s u r e is a s good a s passed a l ready.—MORHI MI I'OST 
S y d n e y C o r r e s p o n d e n t . 

• * * 
Mr. F isher , the P r i m e Minis te r of t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h , m o v i n g 

t h e second r e a d i n g of t h e I A n d T a x Kill t o - d a y , sa id he an t ic i -
p a t e d i t would p r o d u c e £1 ,000 ,000 r e v e n u e d u r i n g t h e c u r r e n t 
f inanc ia l year .—Disl 'ATOii , A u g u s t Ki th . 

F A I L U R E O F L A N D P U R C H A S E . 

In (he "Morning Post," of August 20th, the following 
statement from its Australian correspondent appeared : 

T h e S ta l l ' s are n o t l eav ing t h e l and q u e s t i o n to tho t e n d e r 
merc i e s of a Federa l l a b o u r P a r l i a m e n t , F o u r , a t least, ou t 
of t h e six S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t s h a v e m e a s u r e s e i t h e r for L a n d 
T a x a t i o n o r c o m p u l s o r y r e p u r c h a s e , o r b o t h , in t h e fo r e f ron t 
of t h e i r present p r o g r a m m e s . 

Here (New South Wales) , having gone farthest with 
compulsory repurchase and subdivision, we are finding the 
system unwieldy and expensive for general use. In par-
ticular cases it is useful and necessary. But it is coming 
to be generally admitted that it will not solve the problem. 
It takes too long and costs too much. 

T h i s Session an a t t e m p t is lx ' ing m a d e t o get o v e r some of t h e 
di f f icul t ies by a u t h o r i s i n g a d v a n c e s of pub l ic m o n e y to g r o u p s 
of s e t t l e r s p u r c h a s i n g large e s t a t e s for t h e p u r p o s e of sub-
d i v i d i n g t h e m a m o n g themse lves . In Vic tor ia the large land-
ho lde r is t h r e a t e n e d w i t h a s c h e m e fo r c o m p u l s o r y r e p u r c h a s e , 
a n d a S t a t e land f a x a s well, a t a n y r a t e un t i l t h e Federa l t a x 
is a c t u a l l y in ojx r a t i on . In S o u t h Aus t r a l i a t h e new l a b o u r 
G o v e r n m e n t h a s s imi la r pro|x>sals. It r e m a i n s to l>e seen h o w 
the se d r a s t i c m e a s u r e s w ill fa re a t t h e h a n d s of the U p p e r H o u s e s 
in t h e l a s t - m e n t i o n e d S t a t e s . E l e c t e d o n a p r o p e r t y qual i f ica-
t ion , Ixilh these U p p e r C h a m b e r s c o n t a i n a cons ide rab le pro-
p o r t i o n of large l andho lde r s a n d the i r k in . S h o u l d t h e y re fuse 
t o face t h e s i t u a t i o n t h e Federa l G o v e r n m e n t will l*> f u r n i s h e d 
wi th a n excel len t a r g u m e n t for i t s i m m e d i a t e i n t e r v e n t i o n 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Mr. \ \ . H. R e b l x e k w r i t e s : — 

W i t h t h e c o m i n g i n t o p o w e r of t h e L a b o u r P a r t y wi th a 
s u b s t a n t i a l m a j o r i t y in t h e Federa l P a r l i a m e n t , we m a y e x p e c t 
t o see t h e a t t e m p t m a d e t o i n t r o d u c e a Federa l I A n d T a x w i t h 
t h e v ic ious principle of e x e m p t i o n s u p t o £5 .000 in value . T h i s 
h a s t h e a p p r o v a l of all t h e S t a t e I / i b o u r p a r t i e s in t h e e a s t e r n 
p a r t of the c o n t i n e n t . For a n u m b e r of y e a r s " T a x a t i o n 
of IAIKI Values w i thou t e x e m p t i o n s " h a s been t h e second p lank 

The I D E A L Pol icy 
IMSIRSN BY 

T h e CITY L I F E A S S U R A N C E C O M P A N Y , Ltd. 
{Formerly Ok* British Homes Assurance Corporation, /./>(.), 

HOt tpU 
L 1 F F A S S U R A N C E W I T H O U T MEDICAI , E X A M I N A T I N 

For fist! i'lrtxml'i r> of this nnifne scheme sem,l J*o»/cinf to 
M. GBKOORY, Miumgiur litrcvtor. (l. Paul Si., Fin»t>urv. London, B.C. 

A0ENTS WANTED.- EXCELLENT PROSrECtS. 

in the W e s t Aus t ra l i an l a b o u r p l a t f o r m , a n d I a m p leased t o 
s t a t e t h a t in spi te of a ser ious a t t e m p t t o u p s e t t h i s a t t h e last 
Conference held a f o r t n i g h t ago, the a t t e m p t w a s d e f e a t e d b y a 
large m a j o r i t y a n d the p l ank r ema ins a s before . 

T h i s is a s t r ik ing t e s t i m o n y t o t h e e n e r g y s h o w n b y a smal l 
l iand of en thus i a s t i c I-and Re fo rmer s o n t h e goldf ie lds w h o 
a l t h o u g h ou ts ide the p a r t y h a v e so e d u c a t e d t h e r a n k a n d hie 
on th i s s u b j e c t t h a t n o indiv idual opposed t o t h i s p l a n k would 
h a v e a chance of elect ion. A t an e lec t ion wh ich t o o k p lace last 
m o n t h for o u r S t a t e Legis la t ive Council , Mr. J . E . D o d d , w h o 
ran a s a s t r a i g h t - o u t 1-ahour C a n d i d a t e , w a s r e t u r n e d by a 
s u b s t a n t i a l m a j o r i t y . He is recognised a s a cons i s t en t a d v o c a t e 
of t h e T a x a t i o n of I A n d Values, a n d his e lec t ion t o w h a t is 
k n o w n as t h e House of Fossils, where t h e f ranchise is a l imi ted 
one, is a d i s t i nc t gain t o o u r r e fo rm. 

Tilt! news t h a t t h e B u d g e t h a d a t last jKissed t h e H o u s e of 
L o r d s w a s received wi th p leasure , a n d all r e f o r m e r s in th i s 
S t a t e t e n d e r the i r t h a n k s a n d c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o t h e Engl i sh a n d 
Sco tch 1/-agues for work done, for t h e cause . 

I 

WEST AFRICA 
L A N D T E N U R E I N G O L D C O A S T C O L O N Y . 

T h e TIMKS of d u l y 23 rd s ays t h a t Mr. E . D. Morel , wr i t i ng 
t o Lord Crewe on J u n o 2 7 t h last , r e fe r s t o a p i o s p e c t u s i ssued 
by t h e M a m i a R ive r R u b b e r E s t a t e s (L imi t ed ) , in w h i c h t h e 
p r o m o t e r s of t h e c o m p a n y cla im t o h a v e acqu i r ed l caseho ld ing 
r igh t s for 99 y e a r s at a n a n n u a l r e n t a l of £150 u n d e r a g r e e m e n t 
wi th t h e n a t i v e chiefs o v e r 100 s q u a r e miles of G o l d ( ' c a s t 
t e r r i t o r y . T h e s e r igh t s a re s t a t e d t o e x t e n d not o n l y t o t h e 
wild r u b b e r in the a r ea specified, bu t t o t h e pa lm-oi l , ke rne l s , 
m a h o g a n y , a n d cocoa . Mr. Morel u r g e s t h a t such concess ions 
d i f fe r essen t ia l ly f r o m m i n i n g or t imtx-r concess ions in tin-
in te r ior . i n a s m u c h as t h e n a t i v e s cannot , c o n d u c t s u c h e n t e r -
prises a s deep- leve l min ing , w h e r e a s t h e pa lm in i t s v a r i o u s 
p r o d u c t s is a s t ap l e a l ike of c x t o - n a l t r a d e a n d of i n t e r n a l con-
s u m p t i o n . 

He re fe r s t o t h e recent d e v e l o p m e n t of a n a t i v e i n d u s t r y in 
cocoa , a n d |x>ints out t h a t if t h e ch ie fs a r e a l lowed t o barter-
a w a y t h e c o n t r o l of t h e n a t i v e s o v e r the. p roduco of t l ieir o w n 
l and , w h e t h e r s y l v a n o r ag r i cu l t u r a l , t h e y will be b a r t e r i n g 
a w a v r i g h t s of which t h e y a re no t t h e m s e l v e s legally possessed, 
b u t " fo r w hich, a c c o r d i n g t o n a t i v e ideas , t h e y an - on ly t h e 

! t r u s t ee s . T h e a l i e n a t i o n of these rights, h e a rgues , m u s t r educe 
t h e n a t i v e s f r o m Ihe s t a t u s of t r a d e r s a n d a g r i c u l t u r i s t s in t h e i r 
own r i gh t t o t h a t of h i r e d l a b o u r e r s w i t h o u t i n t e r e s t in t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t of the i r o w n soil, a n d he c o n c l u d e s : — 

• I c a n n o t fx-lieve t h a t h i s M a j e s t y ' s G o v e r n m e n t , w h o h a v e g iven 
so m a n y p roof s of t h e i r des i re t o p u r s u e a jus t a n d w i f e pol icy 
t o w a r d s the- n a t i v e races of W e s t Af r i ca , c an c o n s e n t i n g 
pa r t i e s t o a process w h e r e b y t h e e c o n o m i c f u t u r e a n d conse-
q u e n t l y t h e social rights of t h e n a t i v e s of t h e Gold Coas t a re 
lieing ser ious ly j e o p a r d i s e d . S u c h a c o n d i t i o n of t h i n g s is, 
t o m e n t i o n bu t t w o e x a m p l e s , t o t a l l y a t va r i ance w i t h t h e spiri t 
a n d i n t e n t i o n s wh ich led t o t h e f r a m i n g of t h e Concess ions 
O r d i n a n c e , a n d w i t h t h e p r inc ip l e s—recen t ly e n u n c i a t e d — 
which h a v e secured y o u r l o rd sh ip ' s a p p r o v a l in c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h t h e f u t u r e of N o r t h e r n Niger ia . ' ' 

lb- t hen - fo r e urges a m e n d m e n t of t h e e x i s t i n g Concess ions 
O r d i n a n c e o r new legis la t ion t o m a k e s u c h concess ions imposs ib le . 

T h e Colonial Office repl ied on J u l y 9 t h t h a t L o r d Crewe 
w a s fu l ly a l ive t o the i m p o r t a n c e of t h e s u b j e c t . T h e G o v e r n o r 
was be ing r e q u e s t e d t o give t h e m a t t e r his e a r l y a t t e n t i o n 
a n d t o f u r n i s h a r e p o r t . 

CANADA. 
D e p u t a t i o n s f r o m t h e S a s k a t c h e w a n G r a i n < I rowers ' Associa-

t ion w a i t e d on Sir Wi l f r i d L i u r i e r o n J u l y 2 8 t h . a n d Mr. C. 
L u n n o n t h e i r behalf m a d e t h e fo l lowing r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on t h e 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues :—As y o u a r e n o d o u b t a w a r e t h i s is 
t h e q u e s t i o n t h a t is Ix-ing so m u c h d i scussed in G r e a t B r i t a i n , 
a n d if it is n o t s e t t l ed he re be fo re long, it will b e c o m e a very-
b i t t e r b o n e of c o n t e n t i o n . T h e C . P . R . a n d o t h e r l a rge co rpo ra -
t ions a r e h o l d i n g l a n d , e i t h e r r e f u s i n g t o sell or a s k i n g pr ices 
t h a t m a k e it imposs ib l e fo r t h e f a r m e r s t o p a y , a n d t h u s keep ing 
t h e i r l and o u t of c u l t i v a t i o n , whi l s t t h e h o m e s t e a d e r is c u l t i v a t i n g 
h i s l a n d , p a y i n g all t h e t a x e s , a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e e n h a n c i n g 
t h e v a l u e of t h e u n c u l t i v a t e d l and , u p o n wh ich n o t a x e s a r e be inc 
pa id . W e . a s g ra in g rowers , e n t e r o u r p ro tes t a g a i n s t t h i s 
s t a t e of t h i n g s a n d r eques t y o u . S i r Wi l l r id , t o see t h a t m o r e 

q u i t n b l e t r e a t m e n t is a f f o r d e d us. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 
Mr. A r t h u r W i t h y sai led f r o m E n g l a n d on August ">tli t o t a k e 

u p the work of a d v o c a t i n g t h e T a x a t i o n of l jvnd Values in New 
Zealand. Mr. George F o w l d s . M. l ' . , Minis ter of E d u c a t i o n in 
tha t Colony, w i th s o m e o t h e r f r i ends of t h e m o v e m e n t h a v e 
invi ted Mr. W i t h y t o u n d e r t a k e th i s work . His m a n y fri i ds 
in Eng land will regret Mr. W i t h y ' s d e p a i t u r e . Whi le hi- serve-el 
the Liberal P a r t y f a i t h f u l l y a n d Zealously, hi- recognised tha t 
the T a x a t i o n e>f L a n d Va lues w a s t h e pr inciple which c la imed 
the s u p r e m e a t t e n t i o n of L ibera l po l i t ic ians a n d de-vetted him-
self with e n t h u s i a s m t o i ts a d v a n c e m e n t . W e c o n g r a t u l a t e 
the New Z e a l a n d pee>ple e>n a c q u i r i n g Mr. W i t h y ' s services, 
and we wish h i m e v e r y success on his r e t u r n to t h e Colony, 
whine e x a m p l e in land r e f o r m he h a s so o f t e n re ferred to hi re-. 

THE NEW AUSTRALIAN LAND TAXES. 
E F F E C T U P O N B R I T I S H I N T E R E S T S . 

B v I M P E R I A L I S T , IN T H E M O R M N O P O S T . A I O I ST I S T I I . 

There is a ee-rtain a m o u n t of uneas iness in some L nelon 
tinancial circles a s to t h e effect which t h e new Aus t ra l i an land 
taxes , pro]x>scd b y Mr. F i she r ' s Ministry, will have upi n Brit ish 
interests . A g rea t d e a l of Br i t i sh cap i ta l is inves ted in Aus t ra l i an 
K n d e d e s t a t e s , d i rec t ly a s in the case- of the Van D icmen ' s 
1 .and C o m p a n y anil t h e Aus t r a l i an Agr icu l tura l C o m p a n y ; 
indirectly a s in t h e case of t h e m a n y mortgage- anil finance-
eompanies t h e bulk of whose cap i ta l is he ld in Grea t Bri ta in . 

There is n o possibi l i ty of lieing t r u t h f u l l y r eassu r ing in r ega rd 
to the p r o s p e c t s of Brit ish c o m p a n i e s ho ld ing large l anded 
pro|H-rties in Aus t ra l i a . It is qu i t e ce r ta in t h a t t h e l and t a x 
proposals of Mr. Fisher will pass t h r o u g h t h e Aus t ra l i an l eg i s l a -
tu re w i t h o u t a n y ve ry se r ious a l t e r a t i on . T h e r e is a chance , 
bu t tire chance is a r e m o t e one. t h a t the- new t a x e s will !«• dec la red 
uncons t i t u t iona l b y t h e High Cour t , a s a n income t a x was once 
declared u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l bv t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s S u p r e n r - C o u r t . 
Even t h a t e v e n t would m e a n p r o b a b l y t h e de lay r a t h e r t h a n t h e 
a b a n e l o n m - n t of t h e t a x e s . A cons t i t u t i ona l a m e n d m e n t giving 
unmis t akab le p o w e r t o impose t h e t a x e s would In- a lmost ce r ta in 
t o be p roposed a n d t o Is- car r ied . It is equa l ly c lear t h a t the 
imposi t ion of t h e t a x e s will m a k e t h e ho ld ing of large a r e a s of 
land in unprexhic t ive fo rm abso lu te ly impossible. F o r good or 
for evil, Aus t ra l i a is d e t e r m i n e d to " bust u p t h e big e s t a t e s , " 
as the local phrase goes, a n d t o devo te the best of t h e c o u n t r y 
t o the itse of smal l propr ie tors . 

The new land t a x e s rise t o t h e ra te of Cd. in the ]ieaind on ve ry 
large e s t a t e s . W h e n the e s t a t e is held b y an a b s e n t e e the- r a t e 
is 7d. in t h e p o u n d , as the re is a n ex t r a s u r t a x of Id . on absen tep 
landlords. T h u s an Engl i -h com|>anv ho ld ing £200,000 w o r t h 
of land in Aus t ra l ia would l)e faced w i t h a yea r ly t a x of £5.833, 
It mus t lie m a d e clear , h o w e v e r , t h a t the r a t e is on t h e u n i m p r o v e d 
value, no t t h e i m p r o v e d value. Fo r p u r p o s e s of t a x a t i o n the 
land is r eckoned a t i ts " n a t u r a l , " i ts " p ra i r i e , " or its " si te " 
value—all t h r e e t e r m s a re u s e d — t h a t is, i ts value wi thout 
buildings, fe nc ing , d ra inage , c rops , or a n y i m p r o v e m e n t s at all. 
Also the re is n o t a x a t i o n e>f small a reas . The small f a r m e r w ill 
escape wi thou t a n y t a x a t i o n . T h e ve ry big f a r m e r will pay 
but a n--gligible s u m . T h e a v e r a g e |>astoralif>t will not Is- hit 
hard . T h e jrerson a i m e d a t is t h e holder of ve ry big areas , 
and of a r e a s no t put t o the i r bes t p roduc t ive use. 

Very g rave in jus t ice , h o w e v e r , will I*- elone if the- Act docs not 
safeguard t h e in te res t s of c i ty l andholders . T o a rgue for a 
d i f fe ren t ia t ion in f a v o u r of t h e c i ty as against t h e c o u n t r y land-
owner si-ems contrary- t o all sounel polit ics. But in t h e case of a 
|»-nal t a x . i m j K w d for t h e specific purpose eif forc ing the- sub-
division eif grea t e s t a t e s helel u n p r o d u c t i v e , a n d bas ing i ts 
«alculat ions on cash value, it is easy t o see- tha t o t h e r s will be-
hit t h a n those a i m e d a t . Accept ing , for t h e sake of a r g u m e n t , 
tliat it is jus t i f iab le t o ini|>o*f h e a v y t a x a t i o n on t h e m a n hold ing 
£100.000 w o r t h of ag r icu l tu ra l lanel wi th the ob jec t of forcing 
him t o subd iv ide , it is not justifiable- t o im|iose tin- sunn- t ax 
"n tin- n m n holeling £100.000 wor th of c i ty land anil p u t t i n g it 
•o the best |Hwsihk- use. Subelivision in his ca.se is impossible . 
A great s to re , a Iwink. a life insuranev e-e>m|>anv might easi ly 
use for i t s offices an a rea of l and weirth £100,000. T o impene a 
p-na l t a x t o " f o m * s u b d i v i s i o n " would l«- a b s u r d . This 
diff iculty migh t I*- me-t by a provis ion t h a t t h e high penal rate s 
of the t a x should not operate a s regards a r e a s u n d - r te n ae-rcs 
in e x t e n t . Bri t ish cap i ta l is largely in te res ted in t h i s b ranch 
of the- sub jec t , a n d should take- steps t o sei- tha t its view is put 
before t h e Pa r l i amen t of \ u s t r a l i a . 

R e g a r d i n g lmj ie r i a l migra t ion , t h e effect of t h e new Aust ra l ian 
l and t a x e s is des igned t o be t h a t of o w n i n g u p t h e c o u n t r y 
for c rowds of small set tk-rs a n d t h u s leading to a quick increase 
of imputa t ion . If t h a t result fol lows it will lie a cause for con-
g ra tu l a t i on . It is not l ikely t h a t t h e financial s tab i l i ty of 
Austra l ia will be in a n v wav e n d a n g e r * d by t h e new land taxes . 
T h e individual in te res t s of some w ill suf fer : (or o the r s then- w ill 
In- p r o b a b l y l ienefi ts Tlie- a im of t h e new legislat ion is cer ta in ly 
good, t o se-ttle a n u m e r o u s small y i m n a n r v . Tin- m e t h o d mus t 
for t h e prese-nt be- classed a s mere ly a n e x p e r i m e n t . 

UNITED STATES. 
L O U I S F. P O S T O N T H E S I T U A T I O N . 

Y o u a r e r ight in y o u r inference' f r o m t h e American n e w s 
t h a t reaches y o u t h a t we an- l ikely to m a k e a gn at a d v a n c e in 
t h e S t a t e s very soon ; but elo no t a l low yourself to lie misled by 
the o u t w a r d man i f e s t a t i ons . T h e y a re ve ry SU|M rticial, a n d un-
likely t o c o n t i n u e so t o lie. T h e most m a r k e d th ing na t iona l ly 
is t h e o u t b r e a k in t h e Repub l i can p a r l y , which, in lie slang of 
th - news|>apors is called " In su rgency . Il would lmv. to l«-
placed s o m e w h e r e be tween y o u r radical Liberals and y o u r 
c o n s e r v a t i v e Liberals . You h a v e no th ing on y o u r side tha t is 
q u i t e a n a l o g o u s t o it , because y o u r T o r y insurgen t s a r e 
Chamlier la in i tes , anil y o u r Lils-rnl i n su rgen t s an- radical in 
t h o u g h t . Our insurgent m o v e m e n t lias a cm-at ileal ot |«-rsonal 
feel ing in it ; not personal in i ts an imus , but a |Hilitii-al a t t i t u d e 
which iM-rsonifies t h e issue. At t h e s a m e t ime , the re is a s t r ong 
cur ren t a m o n g t h e insu rgen t s ; in fae't it is tlir cu r ren t , so far a s 
t h e tariff is c o n c e r n - d toward insist ing u p o n hav ing n o higher 
tariff t h a n e n o u g h t o prote-ct wages f rom the cnni | ie t i t inn of 
fore ign l abour . T h i s posi t ion is much more ho|« fill for Free-
T r a d e r s t h a n you would Is- very likely to i n f e r : for il is so easily 
d e m o n s t r a b l e t h a t Amer ican wages, when measured by product 
i n s t ead of t ime , an- lower t h a n foreign wages, tha t a s t ra ight 
o u t hones t insis tence, such a s t h e inmirge-nt movemi lit is. u p o n 
l imi t ing p roduc t ion to wages would proluiblv soon collapse in to 
a d e m a n d for a tariff for revenue only , w hich is I lie l«-st we can 
h a v e wi thou t a m e n d i n g o u r c o n s t i t u t i o n ; ami the Mn|>etus 
migh t tie so great a s t o e-arry tlie m o v e m e n t on to a point when-
a m e n d i n g t h e cons t i t u t ion , so a s to allow direct t a x a t i o n a n d 
abso lu t e Free Tnule- would In- easy . So m u c h fur t h e tariff 
possibil i t ies of t h e insurge-nt m o v e m e n t . 

A n o t h e r phase- of the- m o v e m e n t is k n o w n as conserva t ion . 
T h i s m e a n s tha t the publ ic l ands still o w n e d by t h e gcn- ral 
G o v e r n m e n t shall not IK- f r i t t e r e d a w a y t o land grabbers , land 
monopol i sers , o r a n y b o d y else, but shall Is- u t i l i s ed—the minera l 
l and e spec i a l ly—under a s y s t e m of na t i ona l leasing. T h e 
conse rva t ion a rgu in -nt goe-s a long way f a r t h e r , however , t h a n 
t o t h " l ands still held b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t . It deals Ijlierallv 
w i t h tin- l ands t h a t h a v e a l r eady be-en f r i t t e r e d a w a y , |Kiintlng 
out w h a t a great t h ing for t h e people il would have lie-e-n if t hese 
l a n d s — t h - a n t h r a c i t e coal depos i t s of P e n n s y l v a n i a , for instance-
— h a d b -en p u t t o use- u n d e r S t a t e or na t iona l lease, ins tead of 
be ing given a w a v or sold ; a n d in th is connec t ion the in su rgen t 
conse rva t ion i s t s get hoj iefnl ly n e a r to f u n d a m e n t a l pr inciples 
in t h e a r g u m e n t s the y m a k e . T h e conse rva t ion m o v e m e n t itself 
is d i v i d e d be tween those w h o m e a n it, a n d those- w h o h a v e U-e-n 
foree-d in to it t o p reven t its " g o i n g toei f a r . " 

T h e natiemal sys tem, however , is not our lu st hold . We can 
on ly ho|*- t h a t na t i ona l c u r r e n t s will run in o u r direct ion, a n d 
b v help ing a long a s o p p o r t u n i t y offers in o n e way a n d a n o t h e r 
t ry t o n u k - t h e m r u n tha t way , o r rather prevent the i r runn ing 
t h e otlu-r way . But in the ci t ies t he re is a lmos t a t idal wave 
in o u r d i rec t ion . I / m k i n g at it superf icial ly, one would hun l ly 
t h i n k tha t it was (lowing in o u r d i rec t ion , but tha t it is do ing so 
is u n m i s t a k a b l y the (net, as I g a t h e r it f r o m o u r folks t h r o u g h 
correspond^ne -" and p-rseinal calls f r o m all o v e r the Uni ' i el 
S t a t e s I refer t o the m o v e m e n t for tlie commiss ion fo rm of 
gove rnmen t for cit ies. Or ig inal ly th is m e a n t no mon- t h a n 
a u t o c r a t i c b u - i n - s s gove rnmen t by a smal l commiss ion of five 
m e m b e r s or t h e r e a b o u t s , w h o cou ld Is- n-move-el f rom offie.- i n ly 
at t h e end of the i r t e rms . But th is commiss ion p l an—good in 
itself s imp lv for t h e p u q s w e of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , but u t t e r l y 
l ack ing in d e m o c r a c y — w a s soon improved by reserving t o the 
peo|ile- t h e right of in i t ia t ive for m-w mensitn-s of referendum 
for v- t i l ing o b j e t i o n i b l e legislation by the Commission, a n d 
recall by pull ing a commiss ioner out of his eiflice- at a n y t ime . 
A l though these measu res wen- first i n t ended only as a check 
u|*>n t h e Commiss ion , t h e y an- l av ing a firm f o u n d a t i o n for o u r 
p - o p l - . in a n y c i ty in the c o u n t r y h a v i n g a commiss ion gove rn -
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ment , t o inuk'- ax radical a proposition an to Land Value Taxa t ion 
as may at any t ime or in any city bo considered worth m a k i n g ; 
dependent , however , upon one tiling which the cities have not 
yet got, b u t in favour of which public opinion is growing rapidly, 
n vmely, the grant ing to cities by tin- S ta tes of the right to control 
their own taxat ion. 

W h a t with the taril l quest ion in its present shape in national 
polit ici , the conservation quest ion also in nat ional politics, 
a n d the Commission form of government and local option in 
taxa t ion , it looks to me as if we are likely very soon to make 
progress, and not only progress, but substant ia l and irrevocable 
progress. 

When you get the campaign Isxik from Oregon prepared for 
the election to occur in November , lie sure to read it very carefully 
and to grasp its significance, t h a t within a very short t ime we 
shall luivv a battle royal for Land Value taxa t ion , which is bound 
to send t h a t issue far ahead in the S ta t e of Oregon and probably 
nat ion wide for the discussion it will g o t ; ami this regardless of 
victory or defeat ; and it is by no moans improbabk- that the 
bat t le will end in victory. 

Enqui r ing friends will IK- glad to know that we arc constant ly 
in communica t ion with T o m L. Johnson , a n d tha t ho is improving 
in hea l th . He has been a t the sea-coast for quite a couple of 
months , where lie is having a quiet t ime. He wr i t es : 

" 1 like the way you are taking hold of things in Wal i s and 
generally. You seem t o have the m o v e m e n t well in hand. The 
t r ip to Denmark seems to have been well worth whi l e ; judging 
f rom your news, when I come to see you again I should surely 
take in Denmark . 

" The Address to the Lord Advocate was most appropr ia te . 
1 shall never be satisfied until 1 go to Scot land again. I have 
lieen a t the sea-shore four weeks, a n d ex|>ect to see ano the r five. 
I have made s teady progress ; play golf in the forenoon in one 
way or another , and rest quietly in the evenings. 

" Give my love to all your people. 
" The repor t of your Commit tee is most impor tan t and 

encouraging documen t .—Yours devoted ly . TOM L. JOHNSON." 

D E N M A R K 

T H K C O N D I T I O N O K I J V B O U R T H R O U G H A 

P R O F E S S O R ' S G L A S S E S . 

B y K A R L M O R T K N S E N , H U S M A N D , i n R F . T . 
|>rof. CI. Wilkens. of Copenhagen, last winter delivered a 

series of Universi ty Extension lectures on " Produc t ive L a b o u r 
and I ts Condit ions." The promising title of t he lectures and 
the oppor tun i ty to listen to the views of a representative of the 
Universi ty about the condit ion of lnbotir a t t r ac ted interested 
audiences. 

Ill th - tirst lecture the Professor t reated the three facto is . 
Labour , I .and and Capital. Speaking on populat ion and land 
the Professor showed himself as a r a the r s t rong supporter of the 
Malthusian theory of populat ion. " t h a t popula t ion had a 
tendency to increase lieyond the means of subsistence." He 
also supported the present capitalist ic and monopolist ic system. 
In reply to a quest ion pu t to h i m : " Are the condit ions of 
productive labour equfclly good if g round rent goes to private 
people, as if it is t aken and used for public pu rp iees ? " tlie 
Professor, a f te r some quibbling, s a i d : — " 1 think that the 
condit ions of product ive labour no doubt would lie hotter if 
ground rent was t aken for public purposes, as the labour in that 
case would be flee f rom taxes. There can lie no quest ion about 
t ha t . " In replv to a second ques t ion—as to whether this view 
could IK- regarded as representing the s tandpoint of economic 
science, the Professor said tlmt his opinion was his own. and 
tha t ' i ierhaps it would not IK- t rue if the land was ptreelk-d so 
much, that for instance every third inhabi tant was a landowner, 
and fu r the r t he Professor s a i d : " T h e quest ion is of little 
interest , as ground rent is now private proiierty. Isuight and 
jiiid for according to exist ing rights (existing laws ?). Knmomtc 
.wiener can neivr aihucale a change of lhe.it right*." 

We m a y Compare with this what the Professor said in his 
first lecture :—" A landowner has no shadow of right to demand 
th • increase of rent for himself ; this increment exis ts irresp-otive 
of his doings a n d the o n l j way the owner is connected with 
ground rent is tha t it is flowing as a perpetual s t ream of gold 
into his p icke t s . If society can find a method by which it can 
take f rom landowners this inert ment , hi- has no justification 
for grumbl ing ." 1-ater the Professor remarked that when 

he said this, he was s h a k i n g about fu tu re ground r e n t ; as if 
there was any difference ! The audience following the series of 
I-ctures from first to last to get the impor t an t quest ion cleared 
nil had doubtless onlv their wishes half satisfied in this respect 
by ' the Professor. Six lively and enter ta in ing lectures were 
given in which they learned something of product ive labour 
under the present system of soci -ty, but the natural comlitwns of 
productive labour were not ra'ide c l ea r ; on the con t ra ry the 
audit-new got tho opinion tha t labour condit ions in m o d e m 
society were so complicated tha t even a m a n of science, n o t to 
speak of a layman, was un ib le to unders tand them. 

It was clear t ha t the Professor was af ra id to oppose the present 
system. The work of the m-n of science was limited before-
hand because of this, and every a t t e m p t made outside these 
boundaries had to he given up. But as long as scientific 
economists are building fur ther on present ground without 
investigating if this groimcl can be used, as long as t hey are 
afraid to hur t private interests, as long as they do not dare 
to advise any chanees in our present cond i t i ons if t h e y are 
w rong, so long is science useless. The " educat ion " of these 
scientists and tln-ir " c o n c l u s i o n s " are misleading ins tead of 
instructive. 

Is it not t ime for the people to ask tha t scientific invest igation 
in this sphere shall make cl»ar what is correct, irrespective of 
private interests or prejudices conn-e ted with the present 
system of society ? It will rest with the people to de termine 
whether they will realise the right order of things or not . 

The annual meet ing of the Henry George Society will bo held 
on September 12th and 13th at Langeland. 

Mr. S. Berthclsen, Mr. P. Larsen and Mr. J o h a n Hansson 
(Sweden) a f t e r a t t end ing the Free Trade Congress a t An twerp 
com" to London for a few days. They made full use of their 
t ime, discussing the progress of the movement in Great Britain 
and in their own countries. 

SWEDEN. 

The Economic Freedom L-ague in Sweden, which was 
s tar ted a little more than a year ago. is going to have a three 
days ' conference in Stockholm, on the 10th. 17th and 18th Septem-
lier. The programme will lie as follows :— 

" Economic Freedom l e a g u e and i ts Purpose . " l e c t u r e r , 
J . Hansson. 

" Jus t ice and Char i ty ." l ec tu re r . Dr. Knut Kjelberg. 
" The l j i n d Question in Sweden." Lecturer . (Virl Lindhagen. 

M.P. (Mayor of Stockholm). 
" Hen ry (Jeorge and the I .and Question in Denmark . " 

Lecturer . Mr. S. Berthelsen. 
" Experience with I .and Value Taxa t ion and I .and Nationalisa-

tion in Foreign Countries." l e c tu re r , J . Hansson. 
" The Tariff Quest ion." 

(1) Tariffs and justice : 
(2) The demand for full free t rade under present con-

ditions. L -e tu r e r 
" T h e Taxa t ion of Unearned Increment ( future values) and 

Land Value Taxa t ion . " l e c t u r e r . Nils av Kkenstam. IJ.B. 
" Smallholders and Land Values Re fo rm." l ec tu re r s , Pe te r 

KUekjar. Gus t av Johannson (leader of small farmers in Sweden), 
and Antlers L i r sson Kilian. 

Other ques t ions will be taken if t ime permits. 
At tendance at the meet ing is expected also from Norway. 

Finland and Denmark. It will be the tirst large conference of the 
Association and much good is expected from it. Resolutions on 
several quest ions concerning our case will In- put . and thev ore 
expected to U- carried. People who are connected with social 
work as writers or speakers are specially invited to t ake part 
in the meeting. 

GERMANY. 

The Annual Conference of the (Jernion l e a g u e of I .and 
Reformer* is to l>e held at Gotha on Octolier 2nd 4 th . During 
the three d a y s of the meet ings various aspects of the social pro-
blem and land reform will l>e discussed. British and Amrriean 
friends who can find t ime to a t tend will IK- welcomed. 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH. 

The Mission of Form IV. 
' This Nat iona l Land Regis try has a far more important 

purpose than that of raising a few sovereigns by the direct 
taxation of land. The true intent ion is proclaimed by the 
United C o m m i t t e e for the Taxat ion of Land Values. ' It 
is the first necessary s tep towards a great national move-
ment for land and social reform,' and by the N a t i o n w h e n 
it says ' It is to indicate the true source of municipal taxa-
tion and to indicate its copiousness . ' It is for these reasons 
that the va luat ion machinery has been set up. It is for 
this that Form IV. has been issued, and this is w h y Form IV. 
will become f a m o u s in history. Form IV. carries in every 
line an ampli f icat ion of the preamble of the Finance ( 1 9 0 9 -
10) Act, 1910, ' an Act to grant certain dut ies of Customs 
and Inland R e v e n u e and to m a k e other financial provisions." 
to which, hones t lv , should h a v e been added ' and for the 
gradual ex terminat ion of pr ivate ownership in land." 

This is from t h e FIELD of September 17th, to all of which 
we devout ly say " A m e n . " 
The Land Union " G u i d e " and the United Committee's 

Reply. 
The " L a n d Union ' G u i d e ' to property owners called 

upon to fill u p the Government Valuat ion Forms," one 
would suppose, from the title, to be a technical pamphle t 
r «nta in ing adr ice l ikely to be of a d v a n t a g e in filling up 
'he forms. After perusal the " G u i d e " g ives one the 
impression that it is s imply a propaganda pamphle t of 

the Land Union a t tack ing the Government , the object of 
which is to incite or frighten those who have to till up 
Form IV. into hampering as much as possible the Valuation 
which is being carried out . The book is misleading and 
partisan from end to end. 

The United Commit tee have issued a reply, entit led 
" Land Valuat ion and The Finance Act ." set t ing forth the 
real facts of the case. This reply has been splendidly 
received, appreciat ive not ices have appeared in (lie Press, 
and orders arc coming in from all parts of the country. 
One paper c o m m e n t i n g on it said : " It not only shows the 
hol lowncss of the pretences of the Land Union, but it also 
shows the comple te justif ication which ex i s t s for the Finance 
Act. The evas ions and sophistry of the men who are trying 
to shirk the dut ies which belong to the holding of property 
are clearly shown, and towards the end the writers show what 
a glorious future will open for Engl i shmen when the land 
shall cease to be the monopoly of the rich." Copies, price 
threepence, can be obtained from newsagents , a t railway 
bookstal ls , or from the Offices of the Committee . 

West End Slums. 
A Report has been issued from the Paddington T o w n 

Hall of a Jo int Commit tee appointed by the Paddington 
Borough Council and Board of Guardians on the quest ion 
of the proposed bet terment of the Clarendon Street area. 
The report conta ins suggest ions for c losing unhealthy 
basements ; v igorous appl icat ion of the Hous ing and Town 
Planning A c t ; encouragement of flower cul t ivat ion in 
window b o x e s ; the inst i tut ion of p lay ing courts and 
even ing play centres for children ; a domest ic economy 
centre ; compulsory dis infect ion of verminous furniture ; 
organisat ion of a school for mothers ; boys ' and girls' clubs, 
and encouragement of B o v Scouts . 

The area concerned is one of the worst in London , just, 
about as bad as the measures proposed bv the Commit tee 
of Inquiry are futile. The whole report is but an expression 
in an aggravated form of the pover ty problem, and the 
only cure worth considering is one that will go to the root 
of the disease. Domestic, e c o n o m y , mothers' meet ings , 
boy Bcouts and all the rest, arc jus t so m a n y pal l iat ives 
that won't pal l iate, for the cause of pover ty is deeper, and 
cannot be reached bv the most vigorous appl icat ion of such 
" drast ic " proposals . Such c iv ic vigour m a y for a t ime 
cleanse one distr ict , but i n e v i t a b l y the very poor will lie 
crushed out of the new zone, and speedi ly assemble them-
se lves e lsewhere in sufficient numbers to command the 
services of s o m e other C o m m i t t e e of Inquiry . When will 
the so f t -hearted phi lanthropists learn that mot ion is one 
thing, and progress another ? 

Vancouver . - A Lesson for our Opponents. 
For the past few weeks the Conservat ive Press has been 

1 flooded with letters and articles full of partisan crit icism 
of the Valuat ion . Gross ly exaggerated , and for the m o s t 
part imaginary, diff iculties h a v e been brought forward in 
connect ion with the filling up of the necessary forms. 
T h e whole a t t i tude of the host i le crit ics of Valuat ion is 
p la inly one against the principle and pol icy of the land and 
taxa t ion reform of which the Valuat ion is the necessary 
first step, and for which support in the country is dai ly 
and hourly growing. It m a y lie well to call a t tent ion to 

A 
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the fact that in Vancouver, taxes on improvements have 
I icon entirely abolished, ami land value substituted as the 
b a « t of assessment. Till a short t ime ago Vaneouvei 
" e n j o y e d " the same rating and taxing systems as we 
have here, and of course, before the change could be made 
a complete Tegfett'r^pf all land value had to b e procured as 
we arc now doing. It was accomplished there, and some 
remarks on the beneficial results will he found in our 
" Colonial and I'oreign News." Opponents of Valuation 
and th" Taxation of Land Values should take this little 
example to heart. What Vancouver has gained as a city 
we can gain as a nation by the same means. 
Land Valuation and Taxation in Australia. 

According to the BRITISH AUSTRALASIAN of September 
15th, Sir George Reid, at the dinner of the Institute of Jour 
nalists, jocularly referred to the turmoil that has been raised 
amongst British landowners who have to fill in Form I \ . 
with data as to their landed possessions. Sir George 
remarked philosophically, " When I was in Australia I 
incurred some danger of an hempen-end by introducing 
land and income taxes in New South Wales for the first 
time, and they could not fill my forms up either." Sir 
George expressed the opinion that the forms would be duly 
filled up, and that all would soon be well with England once 
more. 

Perhaps if some of the gentlemen who have been making 
such a noise about Form IV. would peruse the particulars 
of the Commonwealth Assessment Bill which we give on 
another page they would wonder what they have been 
crying about, for whereas British landowners have only 
to fill in a simple schedule relating to their land, so that it 
may be valued by the State, Australian landowners have 
as well to value their land, subject to drastic penalties for 
undervaluation. 

It is worth recording that in so far as the Bill makes for 
the breaking up of large estates by imposing taxation 
on land values, it has the support of the Australian 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s of t h e TIMK.S, STANDARD , a n d MORNING 
P O S T . 

The Devil and the Deep Sea. 
On the same day on which Mr. Lloyd George held the 

historic conference at the Treasury (Wednesday, 14th 
September) the Incorporated Property Owners Protection 
Association met at the All Hallows' Hall, London Wall. 
E.C., to take counsel how to protect themselves against 
the inquisitorial demands of the Government. We have 
space only for one of the interludes. A member said lie 
had a friend in Somerset House, and he had asked him 
if in complying with the request for particulars it was best 
to put in the maximum or minimum value of the property. 
The reply was that if he put it at the maximum he might 
«sca]K> increment duty, but the local authorities might then 
increase the amount of his contribution to the local rates. 
If he put it at the minimum he might only have to pay 
increment duty at the end of a long period, but it might be 
heavy. It appeared to him he was " between the devil 
and the deep sea." 

The President : Your question is " Am I between the 
devil and the deep sea ! " and my answer is that you are. 
A Sanitary Inspector and Unemployment. 

" Turning to the causes of domestic overcrowding. I do 
not hesitate to say that, in many parts of the country 
unemployment, high rents, low wages, &c., tend towards a 
degraded social state, and a common sequence is domestic 
overcrowding. All phases of opinion (political, industrial, 
and social) have dealt with the subject, but even to-day 
we still have the unemployed with us. and unless there is 
some radical change in the present social conditions there 
is neither hope for a solution of the. question of unemploy-
ment nor yet for the elimination of overcrowding, which 
we know exists as a disadvantage to the health of a large 

section of our industrial classes. Unemployment is one of 
the strongest foes to the work of the Public Health Depart-
ments. This is clear, for it causes homes to be crowded 
by families coming together to obviate a growing rent debt, 
families ill-nourished through want of the bare necessities 
of life, and thereby becoming easy victims to disease." 

The above statement was made by John T. Quinton, 
chief food and drug Inspector of Liverpool, during the 
reading of a paper at the Sanitary Inspectors Association 
held at the Fishmongers Hall, London, August 31st. It 
speaks for itself. Unemployment and overcrowding are 
not the necessary outcome of social progress ; they are 
rather due to some cause. Mr. Quinton refers to high rents 
and low wages, and if lie will continue his examination of 
the problem on these lines, on the lines of inquiring into the 
cause of high rents and low wages, he will surely come to 
see that there is a connection between these and unem-
ployment and overcrowding. Why should rents be high 
and wages low in view of the fact that there are millions 
of idle acres upon which to build additional houses, and 
from which the additional wages can be won ? Employ-
ment and wages can only be had by labour applied to land, 
and the question is want of opportunity to get to work on 
the idle acres. No one should know better than Mr. 
Quinton how high priced land in and around Liverpool 
stands in the way of employment and housing. 

The Unimproved Value of Ben Nevis. 

BEN NEVIS. 

R O A D P E R M I T. 

F O R O N E P E R S O N ON F O O T . 
O N E S H I L L I N G . 

This Ticket to be retained by Pnrchaser. 
J. MILLER, Lessee 

The above facsimile of a ticket issued to all visitors, 
on foot, to Ben Nevis, will specially interest the gentleman 
who recently wrote to ask us how we proposed to estimate 
the unimproved value of Ben Nevis. For the ticket gives 
the clue to the answer. Improved value there is none, 
save, perhaps, the value of the old gate hindering the free 
access to its summit. So if. say, 0,(100 people, by taking 
such tickets, have shown themselves willing to pay a 
shilling for the privilege of ascending it. then, obviously, 
apart from anything else. Ben Nevis has an annual rental 
value of at least £250. which at twenty years' purchase 
represents a capital value of £5,000. If the owner wants to 
reduce this valuation, all he need do is to pull down the 
old gate and allow free access to the natural beauties 
of his (?) mountain. Then so much " c a p i t a l " will have 
vanished into thin air! This old gate is not the only 
one that is likely to be removed when once we have a fair 
instalment of the Taxation of Land Values. 

Leisured Social Reform. 
The MORNING LEAPKR of August .'list contained some 

particulars of a newly formed club, called the " Agenda 
Club." The club is to be composed of leisured gentlemen 
with independent private means, and their object is to 
help forward the work of social and national regeneration. 
Action is to be tnken in connection with such subjects as 
the prevention of expectoration : street-begging : adultera-
tion of food ; sweating (not by way of promoting legislation, 
but by arousing the sense of responsibility among the 
people who unknowingly promote it) ; prison reform ; the 
problem of the segregation of the half-witted. The Com-
mittee say that they have a very definite conviction as to 
the duration of the Agenda Club. They interpret history 
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,.S proving broadly that for no longer than a generation 
i'.m the ideals of a given group keep fresh or its methods 
.jpontaneous, so that the Agenda Club is to come to an end 
after « 3 0 years . 

Perhaps when Form IV. gets into working order the 
\genda Club will discover that Mr. Lloyd (icorge has got 
it the cause of sweating, as well as at the cause of the 
poverty that leads to sweating, and to so many other 
industrial and social evils. To propose to remove, or to 
discuss removing, such evils outside of legislative action, 
looks like something out of " Alice-in-Wonderland." The 
coming tax on Land Values should dissolve the Agenda 
Cluh long before* it reaches the prescribed term of its 
existence. 
A Valuation "Danger ." 

On August 30th, about 150 West Riding property owners 
met at Leeds under the presidency of Lord Mowbray and 
stourton. and formed the West Riding Land and Property 
Owners' Defence Association, for the mutual defence of its 
members against the taxation imposed by the Finance Act. 
,tnd for the purpose of securing a repeal of such taxation. 

The resolution forming the association was moved by 
Mr. C. F. Ryder, , of Leeds, who, according to the MAN-
I HKSTKK GUARDIAN of Aug. 31st. pointed out the extreme 
danger of the Government having the information which 
thev were now asking for. and said they might he able to 
control the present Government, but the record which they 
were getting would be handed down for others to deal with. 
Kach one must judge for himself as to whether he should put 
a high value or a low value on his property, but it was unfair 
to put the property-owner in this dilemma. 

Mr. Rvder is correct. Even if landlordism can control 
the present Government, the record or valuation now being 
made will be handed down for others to deal with. There 

a rapidly growing conviction among all industrial classes 
that it is time to change a system that allows some men to 
reap the fruits of the industry of others. Mr. Ryder ap-
parently recognises the importance of valuation in this con-
vection. In addition to providing the basis of reform, in itself 
the valuation will reveal the pressing need for a sweeping 
change. The only " d a n g e r " is that justice will prevail. 

A Versatile Duke. 
" Thev had heard a great deal about the action of the 

House of Lords in suspending the Budget, but he was 
perfectly convinced every day that passed persuaded the 
people more and more that the House of Lords were 
absolutely right—(applause). If they wanted justifi-
cation for that action they had only to look at the daily 
Press and see the innumerable letters which were being 
written about the land tax muddle. The desire of the 
Government was to hit the dukes. The dukes had been 
hit. but not half so hard as the poor man who had invested 
his savings in the purchase of property or houses. And 
the troubles of the small owners were only just beginning. 
One could not pick up a newspaper without reading of 
some absurdity in the method of land valuation. < >necase 
showing the absurdity of the business was that in which 
a man owning a pew in the gallery of a village church had 
to answer questions about mining leases and the unde-
veloped minerals below—(laughter). But of all the cases 
illustrating the fatuity of this scheme he knew of none 
better than that of a man who had been called upon 
to make a return in respect of a piece of land he was 
unable to identify. He saw the valuation officer and told 
him be was unable to say where the piece of land was. 
He then wrote to the authorities in the following terms : 
' How is a district valuer to value land he has never seen, 
and how can he go and see it if he doesn't know where it 
i s? ' (laughter.) The reply of Somerset House, who knew 
as little about the scheme as anvl>odv else, was to return 
another copy of the original questions to be answered. 

Thus the Earl of Dartmouth, at the annual garden 
party of the West Bromwich Unionist Association at Etlg-
baston, on September 3rd. This plaintive expression of 
sympathy for the small owner and his lordship s platform 
fun remind us of the landlord in the north who "defied 
the Government to value his land, f o r e s a i d lie. "I have 
some land at 30s. an acre and some at £7 an acre! 

Effect of the Budget. 
A DAILY NKWS correspondent, in the issue of August 31st. 

relates an incident that shows admirably how the Budget, 
contrary to the predictions of the Conservative Press, 
while forcing, bv means of the undeveloped land tax. idle 
land into use, has not frightened off the small investor. 
At a sale in Felixstowe on August 29th as much as £1.120 
per acre was realised for shop plots, and house plots fetched 
from £1.400 to £1,450 per acre. The buyers were mostly 
local people, but there were a fair number of would-bo 
buyers from London. One of them, in commenting on the 
undeveloped land duty, related a remarkable instance of 
its good effect in bringing land into the market. A builder, 
he said, previous to the Budget of 1909, had for some time 
been seeking to secure for development some land, about 
12 miles from town, belonging to a very wealthy corpora-
tion. The price asked was prohibitive, and intended to be 
so by the vendors, who, in addition, demanded £.r>.<K*i for 
an option before discussing terms. Tho option money had 
been paid and the builder had decided to abandon the idea 
when the Budget came along. The corporation then 
sought out the builder, conceded him the estate, and now 
there are some 24 first-class houses on a part of the site, 
and others arc being erected, to the mutual advantage of 
all. "There wouldn't be one there to-day but for the 
Budget." 

The way to get Small Holdings. 
Writing to the Press on September 9th, Mr. Herbert G. 

Carleton. of the Central Small Holdings Society, gives some 
interesting particulars concerning the application of the 
Small Holdings Act. The Society is anxious to get into 
communication with those who arc still waiting to be supplied 
with small holdings, with the idea of submitting all genuine 
cases of complaint to the Secretary of the Board of Agri-
culture, who has promised to have them investigated. 
Thirty-five cases in the administrative area of the Isle of 
Ely County Council have been investigated, and every one 

j found to be genuine. Each one of these applicants applied 
to the County Council for a small holding over 2.J years ago, 
and up to the present not one of them has even heard 
whether his application has been approved. " The land 
hunger in this district," says Mr. Carleton, " i s intense,and 
applicants are quite willing to pay a rent of £3 Ids. to £4 
per acre. Some little time ago a councillor of this particular 
County Council purchased, privately, some land at the rate 
of £(j.ri per acre, with the intention of cutting it up into 
small holdings and letting it at £3 His. per acre, but appli-
cants were so numerous and anxious to acquire land, that 
he had no difficulty in letting the land, in small holdings, 
at £5 to £(> per acre. If tho County Council had purchased 
this land at the same figure, they could have let it at 60s., 
or, at the most, 65s. per acre. 

DU'ing two years ami nine months the London CountV 
Council have not Supplied a single applicant with a small 
holding." 

Here is one more illuminating instance of the failure of 
the Small Holdings Act to attain its object and its effect 
in increasing the value of suitable land. The only way to 
enable would-be small holders to get land is to break down 
the monopoly of landlordism by taxing land values. Then, 
landowners will be running round for small holders instead of 
waiting until the demand for land enables them to charg« 
two oi three times the actual value. 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 
" We would s imply take for the community what belongs to 

the community—the value that a t taches to land by the growth 
of the communi ty ; leave sacred to the Individual all that 
belongs to the Individual ."—Henry George. 

THE TRIUMPH OF LAND VALUATION. 

T h e a d v o c a t e s of t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s a r e 
p a s s i n g t h r o u g h a s t a g e of g r a t i f y i n g p rog re s s . T h e 
v a l u a t i o n s c h e d u l e s for E n g l a n d , i s sued b y t h e I n l a n d 
R e v e n u e D e p a r t m e n t , h a v e t u r n e d al l E n g l a n d i n t o a 
d e b u t i n g soc ie ty on L a n d V a l u e s . T h e l a n d l o r d p a r t y , 
o r g a n i s e d a n d u n o r g a n i s e d , h a v e s e t u p a u n i v e r s a l 
I owl of e x e c r a t i o n ; t h e i r a g i t a t i o n finds d a i l y a n d w e e k l y 
e x p r e s s i o n in t h e n e w s p a p e r s a n d m a g a z i n e s of e v e r y 
c o m p l e x i o n . T h e g r e a t T o r y p a p e r s took u p t h e case a s a 
b r e e z e t o fill t h e i r e m p t y suils. T h e y d e v o t e d , a n d a r e 
st i l l d e v o t i n g , c o l u m n s a n d p a g e s to p r o t e s t s f r o m a l a r m e d 
o w n e r s of l and a n d p r o p e r t y . Men w h o h a d n e v e r v o t e d 
for a n y w i d e n i n g of t h e b o n d s of f r e e d o m , nor e v e r 
d r e a m e d of d o i n g so, h a v e p o u r e d o u t t h e i r p a r t i s a n 
re f l ec t ions on t he fol ly a n d w i c k e d n e s s of t h i s l a t e s t l i be ra l 
a d v a n c e on t h e l ibe r t i e s of UII u n s u s p e c t i n g a n d l a w -
a b i d i n g peop le . 

" T h e L a n d T a x M u d d l e " of t h e n e w s p a p e r s h a s 
s u c c e s s f u l l y c o m p e t e d , a s Mr. L loyd G e o r g e p u t i t . for q u i t e 
a m o n t h w i th t h e l a t e s t a n d m o s t s e n s a t i o n a l c a s e a t t h e 
po l ice c o u r t . S u r e l y we n e v e r d r e a m e d t h a t a n y p r i n t e d 
d o c u m e n t on L a n d Va lues cou ld h a v e e v o k e d s u c h a n 
" u p r i s i n g , " s u c h a m a r v e l l o u s d e m o n s t r a t i o n of pa s s ion , a n d 
a n e n q u i r y in to t h e q u e s t i o n s u c h a s we h a v e for a gene ra -
t ion e n d e a v o u r e d to b r i n g be fo re t h e pub l i c . T h e press , t h e 
p l a t f o r m , t h e c h u r c h , a n d t h e m a r k e t p l a c e , h a v e a l l 
l>een e n g a g e d , a n d as we wr i t e a r e still e n g a g e d , b v p r o p e r t y 
o w n e r s , a u t h o r i t i e s , po l i t i c i ans , a n d p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s , in t h e 
e n d e a v o u r t o find o u t a n d e x p l a i n w h y t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
w a n t to a s c e r t a i n t h e v a l u e of t h e l a n d , a n d w h a t t h e y 
i n t e n d t o d o w i th t h e i n f o r m a t i o n w h e n it is o b t a i n e d . 

I t used to lie sa id b y s a g a c i o u s l ook ing p e o p l e t h a t t h e 
q u e s t i o n of t a x i n g l a n d v a l u e s w a s a n idle d r e a m , a v i s i o n a r v 
a b s t r a c t idea t h a t w o u l d n e v e r c o m e t o p a s s , a n d t h a t it 
w a s o n l y d i scussed in a s e r i ous m a n n e r by a s m a l l co t e r i e 
of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s fo l lowers . Wel l , t h o s e d a y s a r e o v e r 
now. T h e c o t e r i e h a s b r o a d e n e d o u t ; t h e field of i t s 
o p e r a t i o n s h a s e x t e n d e d in all d i r e c t i o n s . In e v e r y t o w n , 
in e v e r y v i l lage , in e v e r y h a m l e t , a n d in e v e r y r u r a l d i s t r i c t 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e l e n g t h a n d b r e a d t h of t h e l a n d , t h e q u e s t i o n 
of L a n d V a l u a t i o n a n d t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s is be ing 
d e b a t e d w i th u n s u r p a s s e d zeal a n d e n t h u s i a s m . S o m e r s e t 
H o u s e h a s d o n e well in t h i s t h e i r f i rs t e d u c a t i o n a l e f fo r t . 
T h e y h a v e issued a few i n n o c e n t - l o o k i n g v a l u a t i o n fo rms , 
bu t no p a m p h l e t on t h e q u e s t i o n t h e U n i t e d C o m m i t t e e , 
o r t h e k i n d r e d l eagues , cou ld h a v e i ssued w a s e v e r l ike ly 
t o h a v e c a u s e d s u c h a n a w a k e n i n g i n t o t h e full a n d t r u e 
m e a n i n g of t h e i r po l i cy a n d p r a c t i c a l p r o p o s a l s . 

E v e r s ince t h e B u d g e t of 1909 w a s b r o u g h t t o l i gh t 
b y t h e C h a n c e l l o r of t h e E x c h e q u e r , o u r h o p e s for t h e 
f u t u r e h a v e been h igh . W e recogn i sed t h a t t h e L i b e r a l 
p a r t y h a d wise ly t a k e n t h e l i rs t s t e p t o w a r d s t h e e m a n c i p a -

t ion of t h e c o u n t r y f r o m t h e g r e a t e s t t y r a n n y a n d super -
s t i t i o n — t h e t y r a n n y a n d s u p e r s t i t i o n of l a n d l o r d i s m — t h a t 
ha s e v e r a f f l i c ted civi l ized c o m m u n i t i e s . B e f o r e t h e B u d g e t , 
t h e L ibe ra l p a r t y were d a i l y a n d h o u r l y los ing g r o u n d , a n d 
the i r v i g i l a n t o p p o n e n t s , t h e Tariff R e f o r m e r s , w e r e r a p i d l y 
a n d j u b i l a n t l y fo r c ing t h e i r w a y i n t o po l i t i ca l p o w e r . T h e 
B u d g e t c h a n g e d all t h i s ; as t h e TIMES g r a p h i c a l l y d e s c r i b e d 
i t , t h e c h a n g e of op in ion in t h e c o u n t r y w a s l ike " t he 
cu r ious sense of c h a n g e c o m p a r a b l e o n l y t o t h e t u r n of t h e 
t i de u p o n a n e s t u a r y w h e n t h e m o o r e d b o a t s s w i n g s lowly 
r o u n d . " Before t h e B u d g e t , t h e Tariff R e f o r m e r s were 
r ing ing t h e bells ; a f t e r t he B u d g e t , t h e y w e r e w r i n g i n g 
t h e i r h a n d s , a n d t h e y h a v e been w r i n g i n g t h e m e v e r since. 

T h e H y d e P a r k D e m o n s t r a t i o n in f a v o u r of t h e L a n d Clauses 
of t h e B u d g e t , a n d t h e s imi la r d e m o n s t r a t i o n s he ld in d i f fer -
en t p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y , r evea led t o t h e po l i t i c i an s , a n d to 
all w h o c a r e d to cons ide r these s igns of t h e t i m e s , t h e d e e p 
a n d a b i d i n g i n t e r e s t t h e peop le h a d in t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n 
a n d i ts so lu t ion . T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r sa id " t h a t h e 
h a d h a d a s h r e w d susp ic ion t h a t w h e n t h e B u d g e t s a w t h e 
l ight of d a y it would d r i v e all o t h e r pol i t ica l t o p i c s o u t of 
t h e f ield, b u t h e w a s f ree to confess t h a t h e h a d n o con-
c e p t i o n of t h e k ind a n d c h a r a c t e r of t h e r e c e p t i o n which 
a w a i t e d i t . " T h e L a n d Clauses of t h e B u d g e t p r o p o s i n g 
t o e f fec t a V a l u a t i o n of t h e L a n d , b r o u g h t t h e L i b e r a l 
p a r t y a g a i n i n t o t he con f idence a n d a f f ec t ion of t h e peop l e , 
a n d t h e r e s u l t of t h e G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n c a n be r e g a r d e d , 
a s it h a s been a c k n o w l e d g e d t o be, a s t r i k i n g v ind i ca -
t ion in f a v o u r of L a n d V a l u e s T a x a t i o n . T h e B u d g e t 
s t i r r e d i n t o a c t i o n a n d e n t h u s i a s m a p o w e r f u l a n d in-
f luen t i a l s ec t ion of t h e e l e c t o r a t e , w h o were led t o t h e 
c o n v i c t i o n t h a t in a d d i t i o n t o m a i n t a i n i n g t h e p o l i c y of f r ee 
i m p o r t s , t h e G o v e r n m e n t h a d c o m m i t t e d t h e L i b e r a l p a r t y 
o n c e a n d for all t o a r a d i c a l l a n d r e f o r m pol icy. 

W e a r e for f r ee i m p o r t s , o r for o u r f r e e t r a d e 
po l i cy , a s i t is n a m e d b y i t s v o t a r i e s ; b u t w e c o n t e n d t h a t 
t h i s n e g a t i v e po l i cy a l o n e is n o r e p l y to t h e p r o t e c t i o n i s t s . 
I t h a s t o be a d m i t t e d t h a t n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h i s f r ee t r a d e 
po l i cy , p o v e r t y is r a m p a n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a n d ; o v e r -
c r o w d i n g . w i t h all i t s a t t e n d a n t evi ls , is t o r m e n t i n g eve ry 
m u n i c i p a l a n d r u r a l a r e a a n d baf f l ing e v e r y a m e l i o r a t i v e 
s c h e m e of redress . T h e u n e m p l o y e d a r e e n d u r i n g or 
c u r s i n g , a s t h e case m a y be, a po l i t i c a l s y s t e m t h e y d o n o t 
u n d e r s t a n d , whi le t h e p a s s i o n a t e c r y of t h e i r po l i t i ca l 
e x p l o i t e r s , t h e ta r i f f r e f o r m e r s , is h e a r d a t e v e r y s t r e e t 
c o r n e r . All th i s , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g s i x t y y e a r s of f r ee 
t r a d e ! No , t h e f ree t r a d e r s , so c a l l e d , h a v e 110 r e p l y to t h e 
p r o t e c t i o n i s t s . T h e o n l y r e p l y is t h e r ad i ca l a l t e r a t i o n in 
o u r s y s t e m s of land t e n u r e a n d t a x a t i o n , a s a d v o c a t e d a n d 
e x p o u n d e d b y H e n r y G e o r g e a n d his fo l lowers . S o m e 
L i b e r a l s a n d F ree T r a d e r s , e v e n n o w , d o n o t a p p e a r t o 
c a r e t o c o m e i n t o t h e i r k i n g d o m th i s w a y . B u t if t h e 
L i b e r a l p a t t y h a d l i s t ened to t h e m , well , i n s t e a d of l>eing 
in p o w e r , t h e p a r t y w o u l d h a v e been in o p p o s i t i o n , t a l k i n g no 
d o u b t a b o u t t h e d i f f i cu l t i e s of b r i n g i n g t h e a v e r a g e Eng l i sh 
e l ec to r u p t o o u r h igh w a t e r m a r k , a n d filling in t h e p ro -
g r a m m e of t h e p a r t y w i t h all k i n d s of s p u r i o u s soc ia l i sm. 

All t h i s u n d e s e r v e d p o v e r t y in G r e a t B r i t a i n t o - d a y , 
a n d t he p a i n a n d m i s e r y ar i s ing f r o m i t , h a s go t t o be f a c e d . 
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This is the c o m m a n d of an enlightened electorate, and it i-
to the everlast ing credit of the p a r t y of progress in our 
politics, t h a t it has so courageously, and so intell igently. 

out in th is search for t he under ly ing economic causes 
of social and indus t r i a l evils. 

The Liberal p a r t y was never more wisely directed 
than it is to -day . Time, energy, and money are being 
devoted by organised labour , and by well-intentioned men 
and women, in all k inds of organisat ions to benefit the 
worker ; b u t t he Liberal p a r t y in tneir Land Values 
crusade have se t ou t to do more for the worker t han all 
these combinat ions . I t is going t o free the land from 
the deadly grip of monopoly , and unt i l t ha t is achieved 
all o ther proposals are va in . I t is in the n a t u r e of 
things, in the cons t i t u t ion of society itself, t h a t nil 
progress registers itself in higher land values : rent rises 
and wages fall. Eve ry advance t ha t is made but 
provides a n o t h e r reason to t he owner of land why he 
should keep it ou t of t he m a r k e t . Eve ry boom in t rade , 
everv increase in prosper i ty , means higher land values, 
and lower wages. This is t he lesson t h a t t he accredi ted 
leaders of labour will no t learn ; b u t there it is—a set of 
s tubborn fac ts t h a t will n o t be p u t down by mere noise 
ami shout ing. 

How can we deal with th is economic tendency ? How 
can it be met and successfully combated ? There is only 
one cure, a n d t h a t is to recognise i t and deal wi th it . in the 
light of its own teaching. Trades Unionism may organise 
labour, b u t it can only do so on the restr ic ted oppor tun i t i es 
afforded to labour b y land monopoly . T h e more efficient 
lal>our becomes, jus t so we a re told can labour resist and 
overcome its enemies. B u t dull t r ade and u n e m p l o y m e n t 
are cons tan t ly outs ide t he door of t he best labour organisa-
tion. and the ques t ion being aeked b y an awakened com-
muni ty is, why do these unwelcome visitors a ccompany all 
efforts of organised labour to be t te r itself ? 

This is the ques t ion I t has sat on the doors tep of every 
trades union all th rough the years of their existence ; 
it lias dogged the i r foots teps whenever they journeyed ei ther 
on a peaceful or a warlike mission ; it has prevented them 
doing jus t ice to each o ther , or to the c o m m u n i t y of which 
they are p a r t ; and i t has been a s tanding menace to their i 
moving on with the t imes to t h e higher and nobler v a n t a g e 
ground which educat ion in all its wider and encouraging 
features has b rough t to the c r a f t s m a n of our t ime. I t is 
an awkward quest ion, and m a n y people, including so-called 
representat ive labour leaders, endeavour to forget it , or 
walk all round it. Some people feed it with s ta t is t ics : o thers 
thtow s tones a t it. A t t imes i t is t aken into a special con-
ference of i t s own, where i ts effects are opened up and the 
various pa r t s sent for special examina t ion to sub-commit tees 
of well-intentioned busyhodies , exj ier ts . and pamphleteers , 
gifted with much real and li t t le knowledge of under lying 
principles. In due course this f ra te rn i ty report t ha t dull 
t rade and u n e m p l o y m e n t will require some " d r a s t i c " t reat-
ment , such a s—the a p p o i n t m e n t of a labour bureau , a 
" s w e a t i n g *' board , a min imum wage, with a labour colony 
or two th rown in to t ake care of the " debr is " — t h e 
unemployable . 

I t is all very properly and regularly carried out , this 
examinat ion into dull t r ade and u n e m p l o y m e n t ; b u t 
this by-play a round the question could no t go 011 for 
ever. It is u p for final s e t t l emen t a t last , for land monopoly 
has emerged as the cause of all the t rouble. The public 
mind is no t slowly discovering the t rue meaning and the 
evil consequences of making one of the agents in the 
product ion of wealth the uncontrol led p rope r ty of a 
par t icular class, and therein lies the hope of the fu tu re . 
Landlordism is s t rong and powerful , b u t we must 
a t t ack and over throw it if we would abolish dull t r ade and 
u n e m p l o y m e n t ; if we would raise t h e condit ion of the 
people. 

The Taxa t ion of Land Values is the only genuine labour 
policy, and in making so bravely for this the Liberal party-
is now doing more for labour and social progress than has 
has ever been a t t e m p t e d in the his tory of the count ry . 
The t r iumph of Land Valuat ion is complete. The demand 
now being made upon the landowners for the informat ion 
they may possess, in order t h a t t he va lua t ion of the land 
may be carried out , appears to have staggered a great many 
of t h e m . B u t they will g e t o v e r this shock, and yet.come to 
realise and acknowledge the far-reaching effects for good of 
the policy they now so unspar ingly denounce. 

A progressive people, with an expand ing indust ry , and 
hea l thy municipal ideals, m u s t u l t imate ly meet and grapple 
with wha tever privileged inst i tut ion s t ands in their 
way , and land monopoly m u s t give place to the needs 
of t he communi ty . I t s t ands condemned as the greatest 
obstacle to freer t rade , be t t e r e m p l o y m e n t and higher 
wages. No quest ion of t r ade or social a d v a n c e m e n t can be 
firmly settled until this baneful monopoly is over thrown. 
The people, a f t e r years of s t r iving, have a t last seen 
the glorious d a w n of economic f reedom. The poli t icians 
h a v e learned now t h a t Land Values Taxa t ion can be 
expounded with success on the public p la t fo rm, and t h a t 
the people of the coun t ry have a l istening ear for our 
policy and pract ical proposals. It has taken twen ty long 
years for this gospel of economic, indust r ia l and municipal 
f reedom to usu rp the place of the more political changes , 
which formerly made up the creed of t he two main political 
pa t t i es in the S ta te ; but the Taxa t ion of Land Values 
has pu t courage and hope into an awakened democracy 
and the d a y of t r i umph is at hand . P-

SELLING OUT! 

MR W A L T E R L O N G ' S I N T E R E S T I N G L E T T E R TO 
H I S T E N A N T S . 

T o us Mr. Wal te r Long has ever been one of the most 
a t t r a c t i v e figures in the political a rena . To minds 
such as his the use and profi t of the ea r th were 
mani fes t ly in tended , no t for all. b u t for the. few 
who claim its control as their peculiar p roper ty and 
heir loom. The interests of these special ly-favoured 
individuals are held bv such minds to be the t r u e 
in teres ts of the nat ion as a whole. Hence their innocent 
b u t real belief in the policy of Pro tec t ion , alias Tariff Reform, 
which, whatever its effects 011 the industr ies and the 
industr ial masses of t he nat ion, would a t least have t h e 
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sup reme mer i t of increasing the rent-rol ls of our rura l 
landocracy . Mad there still been a n y chance of the c o u n t r y 
adop t ing a n y such policy, Mr. Wal te r Long migh t still 
have graciously consented to hold qu i te a considerable 
slice thereof , a n d , though " not governed by purely mer-
cenary cons idera t ions ," to d r a w ren t according to the use 
Others desired to p u t any por t ion of it. H e realises, how-
ever , t h a t such Protect ion as he has cons is ten t ly advoca ted 
is dead , as dead as Queen Anne killed by the Budge t 
of 1909 and the policy i t involves and foreshadows. Hence 
he d e e m s i t advisable to rel inquish his hold —of course for 
a considerat ion and has sen t t he following interest ing and 
ins t ruc t ive le t ter t o his t e n a n t s : 

" You will shortly receive from Mr. Soames notice to quit 
your holding. I wish, however, to assure you that this does not 
mean that I have any cause for dissatisfaction with you as a 
tenant, or any desire to terminate your occupation of your 
holding; but in mv deliberate opinion the financial jHiliev of the 
Government in relation to large landowners compels all of us 
who are interested in land most carefully to consider our |H>siti( n. 
I think you will admit in the great majority of eases that we who 
are owners have done our liest to act as if in partnership with 
our tenants, and have not lieen governed by purely mercenary 
considerations. A change, however, is coming over the scene, 
and those of us who do not possess other sources of income must 
regulate our affairs accordingly. 

" I have therefore determined to sell a considerable ]Mirtion of 
my property by auction in lots, in May of next year. I n cd 
hardly say that I shall deeply regret the termination of out-
relationship, and I sincerely ho|ie you may decide to become the 
owner of your own holding. I am shortly leaving for Canada, 
but on my return I hope to meet my tenants and discuss the 
whole matter with them in greater detail." 

W c m u s t leave this le t ter to speak for itself. Manifest ly 
w h a t it m e a n s is t h a t under " t h e change which is coming 
over t he scene " on ly those who w a n t to use land will find 
i t prof i tab le to hold it Mr. Long himself is, we are in formed , 
going to con t inue t o hold the small por t ion of his land he 
is himself using. 

L. 11. B. 

THE COMPLETE LAND TAXER. 

A G U I D E T O T H E D U T I E S O F A C I T I Z E N . 

(From PUNCH, September 7th.) 

To assist owners of land who may Is- confused by the returns 
for Duties on Land Values demanded by the Commissioners 
of Inland Revenue the following notes have been compiled, 
giving more complete information. esjH-cially as regards the 
penalties, than the meagre " I n s t r u c t i o n s " only covering two 
|mges of foolscap. 

It is well first to define " land," which the Commissioners 
deserilie as an " expression." By ignorant js-rsons it is thought 
to lie solid earth. For the purposes of the Duties on Land Values 
—sec Instruction 199 (viii), (x) (y) (z). 27. 385. Paragraph 95 
(k) (xxxvi)—it also appears to include buildings which are not 
structures and structures which are- not buildings, likewise 
caravans, tents, aeroplanes, trees, shrubs, weeds, cows, pigs, 
poultry, rats, mice, snails, slugs, birds and butterflies thereon, 
and all minerals, brickbats, (Mitatoes, broken bottles. Hint 
implements, chalybeate springs, treasure trove and earthworms 
on, in or under the surface. For further particulars of the 
component parts of " land " see Instruction 73, 94S B. Part $99, 
Sections 51, Air ; 52, Fire, and 53. Water. 

Having thus a clear idea of the nature of " l a n d . " the next 
duty of the owner is to n-ad all the instructions, with the Notes. 
Sub-notes, Marginal References. Parenthetical Alternatives 
and Ap|*'ndiees. Penalty for not understanding all of them. 
£5(1. By devoting sixteen hours a day. with the assistance of a 
solicitor, licensed valuer, licensed victualler, thought-reader 
and puzzle editor of any |s-riodieal, these Instructions could be 
mastered in four weeks. leaving two days for answering the 
questions. Penalty for not answering them, £50. 

Before entering on these solemn duties of citizenship, the land-
owner should practise on a small subject, such as his dog-kennel, 
which is a structure and therefore " land," for which a separate 
form must be filled up. He must give his own name. Penalty 
for any confused owner writing " Not known " in this space, £50. 
He must also carefully state the Name of the Parish, of the 
Occupier (" Spot " or Jack," as the case may be), the Descrip-
tion of the I .and, the Extent of it (say, one square yard—no 
perches), the Amounts of Rent, Land Tax, Tithe, Improvement 
Rate, Repairs and Insurance ; whether there are Public Rights 
of Way through the Dog-kennel; if allowed by t e n a n t ; or 
Public Rights of User of it, or Rights of Common over it, giving 
full particulars in every ease in the space of a single line two 
inches long (penalty for going beyond this space, £50), and also 
the Particulars of the last Sale of it. 

At this point there is a sort of breathing-space, with a blank 
for " Observations." They are probably best indicated by a 
blank, though a dash might be allowed. There is then a space 
for the name and address of any person to whom the landowner 
might desire similar interesting communications to be sent. 
Obviously someone against whom he has a grudge. Perhaps 
" Lloyd George, Wales" would do. Penalty for writing " Old 
Nick " or any similar name in this space, £50. Finally, he must 
state whether the minerals, brickbats, bones, etc., under the 
Dog-kennel an- comprised in a mining lease-, or worked by the 
proprietor, or scratched up by the tenant. 

lie need not even stop then, for he can go on to give Additional 
Particulars " if desired," as clearly set forth in Instruction 121 
(net-) (i), (o), (u), and Instruction 92B,- 731 (cc), (o), (i), (e). 
Penalty for giving the )>articular8, if not desired, £50. Penalty 
for desiring to give but not giving them, £50. 

When the beginner has mastered this tirst exercise he will go 
on to a cow-shed, a motor-garage, an hotel, a gasometer, a 
swimming-bath, a tish-pond, and other sorts of " land." He 
will then do well to take a holiday on the sea, which, according 
to some old-fashioned authorities, is not " land," and give bis 
brain a complete rest. 

Finally the advanced student will IK- able to answer the most 
abstruse questions, such as :— 

(i) What is the full site value of the Bank of England, if 
divested of the Bank of England, together with all growing 
timber, fruit trees, fruit bushes and other things growing thereon 1 

(ii) What would be the full site value of the present garden 
of the Bank, if occupied by (a) an orange grove, (b) a vineyard, 
(c) a golf links, (d) two shrutis and six blades of grass, (e) an 
American skv-sera|ier, and (f) nothing ? 

(iii) What was the full site value of the Bank of England on 
April 1st. 1909 ? 

(iv) What was the full site value in the time of (a) the late 
Queen Anne, (b) Boadieea, (e) Noah ? [For Definition of 
" Land " entirely covered by water see Sea (C) (c)]. 

IRISH LANDOWNERS' CONVENTION. 

B Y O U R S P E C I A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T . 

Irish landlords bad what The IRISH WEEKLY well terms 
" a high old t i m e " at the twenty-fifth meeting of the Irish 
landowners' Convention, held at Dublin on August 25th. 
During the morning the proceedings were private, but during 
the afternoon a public session, i.e.. a session for the instruction 
and enlightment (?) of the public, was held. I» rd Middleton 
occupied the chair, and amongst those sending ajxilogies for 
unavoidable absence was Mr. Pretyman. M.P., President of the 
Ijind Union recently formed in England with precisely similar 
objects. The main object of the Convention was admirably 
indicated by the opening remarks of the Chairman, who pointed 
out to those assembled that " For five-and-twenty years the 
Convention had bi-en engaged in a long struggk- for the pro-
tection of the interests of the Irish landowners." Evidently, 
the Chairman's memory took him lmek to " the good old times." 
when no Irish tenant dan- show signs of prosperity or make 
any improvements on his holding, knowing that any such 
action would inevitably lie followed by a demand for an increased 
rent ; for. as evidence of the lien-fit and tin- necessity for the 
continuance of I .and Purehase Acts, IK- ventured to point to 
" the sums which some of the iieasant proprietors were spending 
on the holdings of which they had tweome owners." But surely 
some credit for the possibility of such improvements being made 
might have been given to Gladstone's Irish I .and Act of 1881, 
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which was tuA a Purchase Act, b u t which for the tirst time in 
the history of English rule in Ireland set some limit to the rajvacity 

I Irish landlords, by giving lcnal recognition to the right of 
the cultivator to the continued use of the soil he cult ivated, and 
t,, rights of proper ty in the improvements his labour and capital 
I,.ul called in to existence, a f te r due permission had been granted 
l,v the landlord. It fu r the r cut their claws bv enabling the 
I j n d I Vanmission, on the application of either tenant or landlord, 
to tix a fair judicial rent, which was not to include the value of 
improvements, which, unless the cont rary was distinctly proved, 
wen' assumed to be the proper ty of the tenant . As all a t tent ive 
t,> the nistorv of Ireland know, this resulted in an average rent 
reduction on the lirst te rm—between August, 1881, and August, 
I SHI—of about "2(1 |X-r cent., a n d in a still fur ther reduction on the 
- c o a d term—189ft—of a b o u t 22 |k-r cent.—which throws 
Mime light on the system of rack-renting practised by the Irish 
landlord, and his agent , prior to 1881. I t is probably to such 
reduction that b i n ! Midilleton refers when he spoke so eloquently 
of " the ctJo.i.ml mcrifice which has been exacted by the con-
- i no' of the nat ion ( the Knglish nation) from th" |xicket.s of its 
in.wt loval subjec ts ," the Irish landlords. 

However this may lie, it was Gladstone's Act of 1881 which 
convinced Irish landlords of the necessity for a policy of land 
purchase, which they bail h i ther to stubliornl.v resisted, of which 
thev still endeavour to pose as the innocent victims, and against 
the justice of which they still claim to have,according to I.ord 
Middleton, " g<x>d cause to protes t . " Hut seeing that , in accord-
IIKV with the terms of the Act of 1881. another readjustment 
of n u t would automatical ly t ake place in 1011, which would 
prohablv result in another substant ial reduction, we can well 
understand the anxiety of Irish landlords to get the price to IK' 
;.aid for the emancipat ion of the country from their clutches 
-•ttled before t ha t ominous date . To push on such a settle-
ment scents to-day the main object of this Convention " for the 
protection of the interests of the Irish landowners," even though 
lx>rtl .Middleton maintained t ha t " it was going to urge the con-
tinuance of the in ter rupted—the arrested—system of land 
purchase on no jiersonal grounds." Hence, we arc forced to 
-uppose tha t it was solely in the interests of the Irish people 
and the Irish nat ion tha t the Convention, on the motion of the 
Karl of Donoughmore, passed the following resolution:— 

That we regard the interrupt ion of land purchase negotia-
tions by the Act of 1909 as disastrous to the ]x>ace and con-
tentment of this c o u n t r y ; and we trust that all classes 
connected with land in Ireland will unite in urging upon the 
Government and Parl iament the necessity of immediately 
amending those provisions of tha t Act which have produced 
this result, and of reverting to the methods of the Act of 1903. 
Whatever good bargains some few of the occupying t enan t s may 

have made under the Act of 1903, facts compel us to affirm tha t 
its main benefits have accrued, as they were intended bv its 
framers to accrue, to the Irish landlords. In 1903, .Mr. A. ,1. 
Balfour told the House of Commons tha t " Irish land is not and 
had not been for years a marketable commodi ty " ; but in 1909 
genial Mr. Bi r re l f in formed a similar audience that " T h e Irish 
landlords have an ext raordinary good proper ty to get rid of 
. . . . and have a right to expect their money for i t ." 
Again, in 1903 wiles of agricultural land both in England and 
Scotland had tieen mad'.' at about 1.8 years ' purchase ; so, too. 
had the average of sales of Irish land made under previous I .and 
Acts, when the purchase money hml been paid in stock at its 
face value. Hut. according to a Government |» ix ' r . sales made 
under the Act of 1903 range from 20 to 29 years' purcliasc. paid 
in cash, and exclusive of the very generous Ixinus providi d bv 

'he British taxpayer—this la t ter alone, at rding to Mr. Birrell. 
has already enriched one Irish landlord, the Duke of Ijcinster, 
by about £80.000. Small wonder that , though " not on personal 
g rounds" (!). Irish landlords should be very angry with any 
arrestment of such a ( to them) beneficial Act. 

In conclusion, we would briefly place Ix-fore the readers the 
burden that would h a w to be imposed iqion the industrial 
eluwesof Great Britain and Ireland if this policy of I .and Purchase 
is to he carried to completion on the lines of the Act of 1003. 
In that year the rented agricultural land of Ireland which is the 
subject of the Act, was est imated to have o selling value of 
£100.000.000. to-day the same land is est imated to !«• worth 
£180,000,000. an increase of over 75 jx-r cent. Under the pro-
visions of the Act of 1903 landlord and tenant need only come 
' o an agreement, and the l , tnd Commissioners, wi thout inspecting 
the proper ty , hod to provide the cash. when availobk-. to carry 
•nit the agreement , adding a little bonus of 5 ]*'r cent. Kor 

about every £87 of cash obtained the Commissioners have had to 
issue Stock to the amount of £100—the small margin of abou t 
13 |K-r cent, will have to b- found, directly or indirectly, by the 
Irish ratepayers. The tenant purchaser for tWJ years will have 
to pay an annui ty representing 2} per <-'nt. interest anil 10 
shillings p r cent, sinking fund, thus cancelling his debt in ti8J 
years. But the magic of eoni|xitind interest is such tlmt in order 
to cover the cost of transferring this agricultural land from tin-
old hiu owners to the new little owners, the la t ter will have to 
provide out of their earnings during the next 68$ years a sum 
amount ing to well over £300,000,'**)__nil amount equal to about 
half the total of the National Debt of Great Britain and Ireland. 
A 5 |»'r cent, bonus would involve the British t.i s t i v e r s finding 
during til • same |x'riixl an a m o u n t exceeding £54,000,000 
sterling. And the Irish ratcjiavcrs, most of whom would lx' 
tenant purchasers, exclusive of incidental charges and defaults 
in annuities, for the cost of flotation only that is, the dilTerence 
between the amount of cash raised and the amount of indebted -

i ness created would also have to find a sum exceeding £54,000,000. 
And the result—-simply the t ransfer of a portion of the land of 

Ireland, and that not the most valuable land, from one set of 
landholders to another set of landowners. To the landless 
masses of the country, who when allowed to work will have to 
help to pay, the use of the land of the country will lx' no more 
available, probably less so, than it was lx-fore this characteristic 
piece of reactionary Torv legislation, mode by landlords for the 
benefit ot landlord i. Though we need not go into the mat te r 
hen', for most of our readers are well aware of the fact, a slight 
al terat ion in the Irish Hating System, and in th" basis of the 
contribution of Ireland to Imperial taxat ion, would lie of intinitelv 
greater jiermanent Ix-nefit to luitli the Irish nation and the Irish 
people. Those whom the gods wish to destroy they lirst make 

j mad I And the Irish democracy will only reap what thev deserve 
if they allow their representatives to sanction the continuance 
of the much praised Irish Ivind Act of 1903, which do. s nothing 
to remove the evils from which thev have suffered so long, hut 
will sitnplv result in intensifying tliem. b e t them take again 
to heart the solemn warning given them by Michael Davitt in 
1003:— 

Tliev should take care t h a t the final act of the landlords 
and their English backers shall not lie the placing "f a load of 
debt on Ireland's shoulders and a tax tqxin their chief industry 
such as will weigh the count ry down, so as fatally to hamper 
her progress during the next seventy years. 

HERE AND THERE. 

" The United Committee for the Taxat ion of I-and Values 
is giving a commemorat ion dinner in honour of Henry George, 
but beyond that ra ther doubt fu l enthusiasm for hi" more illus-
trious namesake, there seems to lx- no revival of the dormant 
energies of the Liberal organisations."—SUNDAY TIMES, Septem-
ber 18th, 1910. The italics are ours. 

* * * 

At the Liberal-Christian League Demonstrat ion on Monday. 
()ctolx;r 17th. at the City Temple, the H|x'akers include Mr. 
Joseph Kels and the Kt. Hon. 1). Lloyd George. 

» • • 
J . B., Glasgow, wr i t e s :— 

I had a visit f rom an agent of the Land Cnion, and put him 
in the way of s tar t ing a branch of his Union hen-. I thought 
this gixxl bus iness ; the more I .and Union agitation we get 
tho be t te r for us, and I was very pleased at tlx- oppor tuni ty 
to assist in inst i tut ing this outside branch of our propaganda. 
My friend the Land Union agent said the Single Taxers have 
ca'uwd the whole trouble, and t ha t it is t hem that the Land 
Cnion an ' fighting ; tlie Union he said wits the hardes t n u t 
we had vet got to crack. They have CO.OOO members including 
all the largest landowners in the country , and mean to tight 
to a finish ; so there you are ! 
We ho|ie tha t more of our friends will have a similar oppor-

tuni ty , because as our eorre.qxindent savs, " the more l<Mid 
Union branches there are the Ix-tter for what we an' a f t e r , " 
i.e.. tlie enl ightenment of the 1*'ople on the taxat ion of land 
values f rom " both jxiintx of view," and f rom e%-ery other point 
of view as well. 

We are f requent ly asked by interested beginners " where 
to get in print the other side of our ques t ion." The I .and Union 
propaganda meets a long-felt want . 
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A correspondent wr i t e s : " If there is any gra t i tude or sin-
cerity in the Liberal ranks, you ought to lx- s tanding well in 
with them now ; for one wonders wha t would have happened 
if the defence of the Government ' s policy had been left to the 
men who run their " machine." 

* • * 
Our new Northern l e a g u e is t o be congratulated on the way 

it has taken a grip of the si tuation in the four northern counties. 
There is more than room for this new Land Values office, and with 
the loyal eo-o|jeration of the local supporter*, Mr. Reid should 
H[»eeUiiv get in amongst those who will uphold our ideals and 
practical pro|x>ea|s. Our readers will be glad to notice fiom the 
report in another column t h a t the rnanv industrial organisations 
throughout the distr ict are likely to join the Ijeagno in its 
propaganda. 

The South Australian Single Tax League held their Henry 
OiHjrge commemoration dinner at Adelaide on Monday evening, 
August 29th. It took the form of an annual social gathering. 

« * * 

" This gigantio machine, this great Government valuation 
depar tment with its highly paid j jcrmanent officials of great 
professional standing, with its hosts of valuers and valuers' 
assistants throughout the country, with all the colossal a t t endan t 
expenditure for salaries, wages, and office accommodat ion— 
is it solely for the pur|xwe of raising the few hunched thousand 
jiounds of revenues which these duties will p r o d u c e ? " — T H E 
FIELD. S e p t e m b e r 17th , 1910. 

We should say n o t ! 

P H I L O S O P H Y . 

( f l u i i ' n . l imrmittinm nj Ihr WKSTMIXSTKH O l Z K T T K . ) 

SgtUHK : An, / / ,„/ ,„ . , I'm „„ / „/ „li well. How the deuce ra„ any landmen,', he well under this ,rr-lched Radical 
Government f It s taken me a whole week to Jill up /We beastly land-las .' 

HOIH.K ( t h e V i l l a g e P h i l o s o p h e r ) : HW/ n « c , t>guire. us 'are nil got our troubles! W « v got mor, land than 
yetc can racken up ,,, a week, and I've ne.-er bee,, to yet any land to racken with at all! 
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

Land Famine at Ellesmere Port . 
Tti ' ' DAILY NEWS I . iver j ioo l corrcs[H>ndent. wr i t i ng in tho 

September 6th issue, gives par t iculars of a scarcity of land for 
workers' cottages. " T h r e e families living in one small cot tage 
is quite a common th ing ," he says. " Tho withholding from the 
market of undeveloped land is a t the root of the business. 
Nearly all the land at one t ime belonged to the Duke of West-
minster, hut '25 yea r s ago he sold it. A little plot of about six 
acres which was lot to a gent leman for £2 an aero was sold for 
£120 an aero. Then came the opening of the Ship Canal. That 
I,|ot of land which was bought a t Od. a yard is now worth 5s. a 
vard, and is not for sale. About the same time a stretch of 
agricultural land comprising 120 acres was sold tor £0<l an aero. 
The Ship Canal brought increased t rade to the town. Ellesmere 
l'ort thrived, a n d the value of this land went up. 

" A gentleman who is a recognised au thor i ty in regard to 
El low mere Por t affairs said in an interview that ho knew of land 
elose to the town t h a t was purchased for 7d. a yard. ' It is 
situated on the main road, ' he said, ' a n d the owner has already 
lnvii offered £2 a yard for it. but he won ' t sell.' 

" The land is badly wanted for building purposes, but if a 
builder has to p a y more than Is. or Is. Od. a yard for land it 
will not pay him to put up the sor t of pro)>crt v tha t is required. 

" Thus, while the landowner is complaining of the burden of 
tho Budget and the problem of the land taxat ion forms, the 
worker at Ellcsmere Por t is deprived of a decent home for want 
of the land to build it on ." 

Cardiff Castle. Some more Facts. 
A Cardiff correspondent writes :— 
You remember the noise t h a t was made because Mr. I.loyd Georgo 

used the expression a b o u t the tailor 's shop Ix'ing " next d o o r " 
to the Castle. Well, literally next door there is a hosier's shop 
and some ten other small shops with an aggregate f rontage of 
.'(ti'J feet, and covering 32(14 square yards, as compared with the 
frontage of 1130 feet and 614,680 square yards of the Castle. 
The rateable value of " next door " is £3,511 10s. as oompared 
with £924. 

Directly opposite (in Castle Street) on the south s ide—the 
Castle is on the north side—there is a f rontage of 610 feet built 
upon. The occupiers are rated on £2,645 10s., and over 500 feet 
fr> .ntage to Castle Street South is held up. 

The plot t ha t is built upon next door to the Castle entrance 
fronts or is bounded at the back bv the Castle wall, and is calks! 
Duke Street. Directly across Duke Street , there is a block of 
buildings bounded by the south side of Duke Street , the eas t 
-id" of High Street , the nor th side ot Chureh Street , and the 
west side of J o h n Street , and measuring 10,903 square yards — 
two acres and nine poles. The rateable value of it is £16.104 10s. 
Two acres and nine poles £16.000. Castle and private grounds, 
127 acres within the borough, £921. Ave, and slums literally 
under the shadow of the towers. 

Land Values in Keighley. 
The Keighley Town Council have decided to acquire two plots 

of land for the extension of Devonshire Park. One plot of 
7.250 square yards is to bo purchased, according to the KBIOHLEY 
NEWS of August 27th, for £1,000. This is just double tho amount 
the owner gave for it sixteen m o n t h s ago. which means that the 
people of Keighley have, by their energy and enterprise, added 
£500 to the value of th i s piece of land. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer t akes £100 of this under the 1909 Finance Art and 
the landowner pockets the balance. 

Land Values in Wakefield. 
T h e A u g u s t n u m b e r of t h e W A K E F I E L D L I B E R A L MONTHLY 

contains part iculars of high prices paid for land required for 
miWio purposes. Recently the Wakefield Education Commit tee 
purchased a plot of land in LawT-field Lane for £1.500 for the 
purpose of building a new e lementa ry school. This plot of 
zrnund had been rated on a le t t ing value of £10 a year. Capital-
" m g this at 5 per cent, we get £200, so tha t the cor)Kiration 
had to pay more than seven t imes the original value of the land. 
A few years ago Wakefield was compelled to deal with its 
" w a g e , and had to b o y land near the river for the purpose 
The corporat ion bought about 53 acres of agr icul tural 

land f rom Mrs. Meynell Ingram, bu t instead of | » y i n g agricul-
tural value they had to pay £25<> an acre, or £13.000 in all. an 
increase of some £10,000 on its original value. 

Increased Land Value at Grimsby. 
Some years ago, when Grimsby was a small town, the corpora-

tion bought the site for a cemetery from Lord Heneage at £150 
an acre. Since then Grimsby has greatly devolojieil. thanks 
to railway enterprise and the effor ts and indust ry of its inhabi-
tan ts . and when the corporat ion recently wanted to extend its 
cemetery it had to apply again to l / i rd Heneage, who offered 
the land this t ime at £800 an acre. The ma t t e r wont to arbi tra-
tion. and l / i rd Heneage has actually been awarded £540 j * t 
acre.—MOIIMNO LEADER. S e p t e m b e r 9 t h . 

Small Holdings. 
S e w n farms, of 515 acres, were acquired bv the Denbigh 

County Council for purposes of small holdings. The price paid 
for the farms was £0,1X10.—MOKNISO LEADER. Soptenilier 17th. 

Lindsev (Lincolnshire* County Council has voted £10,000 for 
small holdings in various |mrts of the county, then- being a very 
largo number of applications for land, and at the present l ime a 
great many more than can Is* satisfied.—ESTATES GAZETT*. 
Septemlier 10th. 

According to the for tnight ly notes issued by the Allotments 
and Small Holdings Association, at a recent sale bv auction of 
a fa rm at Deeping St. Nicholas at which tho Holland County 
Council was bidding, the land was finally knocked down to the 
Chairman of the Council as a pr ivate purchaser. 

The Worcestershire County Council is applying for compulsory 
powers to purchase land at Norton neai Evesham. A number 
of the appl icants for land do not live in the parish, but conic 
f rom the Evesham district. The grant ing of tho order was 
opposed on behalf of the Duke of Orleans—the owner—on the 
ground t h a t it was unfair that he should !«• com|»olled to provide 
I a n/l for people coming from a distance. 

The Property Market. Some Good Price*. 
In spite of the forebodings of the Conservative Press that the 

" indust ry " of landowning is fast on the way to ruin owing to the 
" p e n a l B u d g e t " and the " Lnnd Tax muddle ," the property 
marke t seems to lie p r e t t y active. Good prices are being realised 
all over the country , to judge bv the reports of sales t h a t have 
t aken place, which reports, by the way, appear in the very 
papers crving out that the landowning indust ry is mined. f he 
DAILY TELEGRAPH of S e p t e m b e r 12th , s h a k i n g of t he " c o m i n g 
quar t e r , " said :— 

Advance notices give some assurance that the last quar te r 
of the vear will be a busy one, and it is reported that even at 
present there is a good demand, despite the now land taxes, for 
ground rents in the City and West End . and also in the suburbs, 
and as regards the country the market is by no means s tagnant , 
giving indications of coming act ivi ty which may bo almost 
exceptional. 
Messrs. Knight . Frank and Hutk-v authorise (vide W HITMNISTKR 

G A Z E T T E of September 13th) the S t a t e m e n t t h a t . " having sold off 
30.774 acres this year , the price of agricultural land has averaged 
over twenty-seven years' purchase of the existing rents. ' 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e ESTATES GAZETTE of S e p t e m b e r 3 n l . m 
Lincolnshire a copyhold area at Addkthorpe of fla. lr Bp. 
pasture sold for £225, or alnuit £30 an acre ; a messuage and close 
of pasture in Burgh k-Marsh, la . 2r. H p . , made £155, or abou t 
£100 an acre, and II acres fetched about £10 an acre. In 
Suffolk 4a. 2r. 32p. adjoining a villa and orchard fetched 
£200, or about £41 |ier acre. 

T h e DAILY TELEGRAPH of S e p t e m b e r 13th reported t h a t on 
September 5th. at a sale in Cheshire, land for small holdings 
realised £80an acre, and !.'SSI acres of agricultural land sold at. an 
average of over £50 an acre. 

T h e ESTITES GAZETTE of S e p t e m b e r 10th recorded t h a t a t 
Hsrdv , in Diees tershi re , a farmhouse and buildings, together 
with seven closes of i«s ture and arable land. 67a. 2r. 7p.. sold 
at £57 per acre. A small holding, containing 6a. lr . 13jp., 
together with house and buildings, realised £235. And at Louth , 
in Lincolnshire, on September 7th. 6} acres of land for a smull 
holding fetched £81 per sere, and level and o ther clones (51 acres) 
realised £40 an acre. 
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POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

REV. R. J . CAMPBELL ON POLITICS. 

SjK-aking ill the c i ty Tempi') on September 4th, the Rev 
R. .). Campbell, M.A.. said:— 

Have you ever tried to got a Kill through Parliament ? If 
so, you will know without my tolling you what an amount of 
bargaining has to be gone through, how many (K-rsonal pre-
dilections have to IK- consulted, how many powerful individuals 
deferred to. If you are deso lately in earnest you will have to 
wade through a good deal of dirt before you reach your goal 
I here IS Mr. So-and-so to be talked over. You do not respect 
him, cannot res|ieet him, but if you fail in gaining his support he 
can block your way and spoil all your plans. It is no use apiieal-
mg to lofty and unselfish motives when you are dealing with him. 
What lie wants to know is how he stands to gain iiersonally by 
lending you his influence, how his constituency will take it how-
far he will score off his rivals in the race for political promotion 
Then there is Mr. Somebody-else who wants a quid pro ,,„,, in 
the shajs- of a promise from your organisation that you will not 
opis.se some measure in which IK- has a deep personal interest 
but which to you seems one-sided and unfair. A third authority 
to lie interviewed out of a long list believes in your puriK.se as 
thoroughly as you do yourself, but he thinks the time is not ripe 
for it Which generally means that he does not want to commit 
himself until lie is certain to Is- on the winning side. 1 daresay 
you have come away from such negotiations absolutely sick a t 
heart and disgusted with human nature. Oh, the win-pulling 
tha t has to Is- gone through to gel even a little thing done which 
in the abstract ovorybody already admits ought to IK- done ' 
Oh, the lies tha t are told you, the mean motives you see at work 
the petty trickeries you have to counteract, the s. Ifisli schemes 
you have patiently to Ix-ur with for the sake of the main object 
you have in view. You simply cannot get your proposal con-
sidered o„ Its ban- merits, or rely upon men to support it I-.cause 
tlicy lie lie ve it to IK- right in principle or Ix-ncficent in o,K-ration 
Some will. to IK- sure, but the majority will not, and if you want 
o gain your point quickly you must gain your majority some-

now, and that means appealing to ntm-moral nuinrs Tilt-
actual good result of any human effort is the precise equivalent 
of the pure spiritual motive that has been put into it Then-
are people within sound of my voice this morning who an- so 
passionately, so grandly, in earnest almut votes for women that 
they would willingly lay down their lives for the cause ' Anv 
community is the bettor and II. • nobler for the presence of such 
people ; I am glad they are here. And there is at least one man 
listening to me a citiz-n of the United States [M,> ,oas Mr 
Joseph feh], who IS convinced that the great ,«naeoa for th,' 
sufferings of l|„- ,»inr is the Taxation of Land Values J 
have IK,en listening to him day after day up,.,, that subjoo 
lately. It, tins cause he lalsmrs unselfishly day and nieht 
giving himself uni-easinglv, ungrudgingly, with an energy , f 
devotion and a whole-souled zeal as gn-at as that of thenis-stle 
I aul. \ otos for women w ill s„o„ he won I am told by people 
who ought to know ; (he Taxation of Land Values is in p, nei , . 

F v " H r 'T"H , V- W l1;' W i " K n « * m d fenn either » Kxaet 1 y what spintua for,-,- is put into them and no „„,„,' 
It is not the thing ... itself tha t matters in the least it is the 
moral passion it absorbs and expresses. 

MR. ADRIAN I.UMLEY AND T H E LAND VALUATION 
FORMS. 

Speaking at a meeting, largely attend, d bv local business 
men held a. the Hudde,*r,rld Lils-ral Club on S, pte,,,L r " h 
Mr Adrian Lum cv said, aft.-, explaining lhat be wanted to avoid 
H tieal points. that he was in no way an official and wassjK-ai g 
entirely on his own au thor i ty : K 

Form I is divided int., two sections. First, there are the 
obligatory questions, defined by the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue as particulars which must 1h- furnished so far as d is 
in he power of the person making the return to give then 
Will, those quest,ons are very easy to answer, and I do ,,. t 
propose to dwell upon then,, but will go on to the 
of questions, relating chiefly to ,«irtie„la,s that might Is- uiven 
If one SO desired. With regard to gross value, fufl si, ™ln, 
otal value and as...stable site ,al„e. Why was it n e « ™ £ 
hose who framed the Act to invent conventional loin, " u ? h Z 

these? Simply Is can.-e they weie setting out to make a law 
w h , c h cm-ntial thing was to show the e " n o m k and 

more generally understood meaning of the word " land," as 
distinct from its legal meaning. They wanted to show land 
value in the economic sense, but they knew tha t if they used 
that term unqualified, they would, by reason of the existing 
legal definition, actually indicate something totally different 
from that which they intended. For in political economy, land 
means—I am putting it to you in colloquial terms—mother 
earth and all the natural forces that are attr ibute to mother 
earth—the air. sunlight, dew, and such things—these things 
Is-ing completely distinct from the tilings man produces from 
or on mother earth ; whereas in law, land means not only land 
and these natural things, but also everything affixed to or grown 
on or in mother earth. 

This was the difficulty before them, but the clever draughts-
men of this Act mastered it most effectively. Their task was 
to lay down principles by which the value of land, economically 
speaking, could IK- deduced and recorded from the value of land, 
legally speaking. They constructed a ladder with four steps, 
calling each step a conventional name, as 1 will show you. 
Accompany me in your mind's eye, shall we say, on to a little 
property of a few acres somewhere on the outskirts of this town. 
We will say there is a nice house and some shady trees. We 
won't concern ourselves yet about the terms upon which the 
owner may hold the pro|wrty, but we will just look over it and 
estimate what the freehold of the property, if sold as it is in the 
open market by a willing seller, would fetch after allowing for 
till- |>ayment of rates and taxes. Now I, being a valuer, and any 
of you being owners of your own property, would immediately 
recognise that the thing you would try to find would be the 
amount the property would let for i*-r annum net. And this 
annual figure, when you have settled what it is, would lie worth 
so many years' purchase. Well, now, that would be " gross 
value." In other words, the full and unrestricted legal mean-
ing of land value in pounds sterling. That is step No. 1. 

Now step No. 2 is " full site value." lx-t us take another good 
look at the land, its shape and size, its frontages, and other 
matters appertaining to situation and vicinity. To what use 
could this land be put failing its present use ? Lot us picture 
nil the existing buildings and trees absent, in fact, let us blot out 
from our minds everything but the bare land, estimating what 
ground rent the site would produce. This, capitalised at a proper 
numlx-r of years' purchase, completes the second step of the 
ladder, i.e., " full site value." 

Now for the third step. This amounts to an enquiry into the 
various covenants and restrictions agreed between individuals, 
or lietween individuals and the public, concerning the use of the 
land and the profits of the land, and the distribution of the profits 
of the land. Where these restrictions, covenants, easements, 
and fixed charges depreciate the value of the property, i.e.. 
"gross value," it is obvious that this step. " total value," will 
IK- less than "gross value." In other words, the " total value " 
IS the value of the land in its legal meaning, subject to the effect 
of further legal covenants and restrictions. Generally speaking, 
" t o t a l va lue" may IK. said to IK- the sort of thing you huv 
under the hammer at an auction sale, when the auctioneer in 
the particulars, discloses the fact that there is a perpetual chief 
rent, a restriction only to build one house or restrictions against 
carrying on a certain trade : all of which tend to depreciate 
value. 

The fourth and last step is " assessable site value," called 
generally " site value." It is on this last rung of our ladder 
that the individual relationship between anv owner and anv land 
is most carefully and scrupulously dissected. This analytical 
process is as follows. You first take from total value the differ-
ence lietween gross value and full site value, i.e.. the value of 
the buildings and trees. This leaves a figure from which further 
deductions are to IK- made, deductions which I will broadly call 
'hose attributable to the labour and capital of any person in-
terested in the land. These items an- enumerated in a long list, 
and are all-embracing, the whole intention of the Act being 
emphasised over and over again, and that is. after all these 
deductions an- made, what is left should IK- beyond doubt some-
thing m no way due to tin- individual lalniur and capital of any-
one interested in tho l and That being so. that ,vart of tho value 
which remains and which is called site value is. in other words 
the value of land in its true economic meaning. I am going to 
ask you to remember that this is the main intention of the whole 
process, and if 1 draw certain conclusions in tlie course of no-
n-marks referring to site value, you must know that I moan tin-
value of land in the economic sense owned by the individual. 
Now. have I made it clear to you what site 'value is? It j,j 
essential that you should know. 
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To recapitulate. " G r o s s site v a l u e " is the value of land in 
the unrestricted legal sense. The " full site value " of the land is 
the value of the land in the unrestr icted legal sense less the value 
,,( the buildings and other s t ructures and growing things. The 
" total value " of land is the value of land in its legal sense 
restricted by any fur ther legal covenants, fixed charges, Sc., 
ind the "assessable site v a l u e " of land is the value of land with-
out buildings and s t ructures , and less any part of the value 
attributable to the labour a n d capital of any individual interest 
in the land, i.e., land vnlue in its t rue economic sense. 

Now tha t is the ladder with its four steps. You will know 
tliat in s tepping f rom " gross value " to " full site value," I ask 
vou to picture all the existing buildings, trees, &c.. absent, 
('ritics of the Finance Act have contested the possibility of 
such a mental a t t i tude on the part of the valuer. They say it 
i- not possible to distinguish between the value of the land and 
of the s tructures. Long before 1 ever came into this movement 
I turd to do it every day . 1 never found the slightest difficulty. 
It was an a t t i tude of mind which to me was the tirst and natural 
one. The o ther , i.e., the comjiositc pro|>crty, really being the 
second method, for when I valued, 1 always asked myself the 
question, " is this ground Is-ing normally used ! " and if in my 
opinion it were not , 1 es t imated the use to which it ought to lie 
put, and the ground or site rent which could lie afforded under 
such conditions. Then 1 tu rned to the actual use and est imated 
a fair annual income from the proper ty as it stood. Obviously 
the difference between these two sums capitalised would repre-
•s-nt the value of the exist ing s t ructures and other things ujion 
the land. I will under take to say tha t every valuer a n d every 
man who owns land constant ly adopts tha t a t t i tude of mind, 
for whenever he asks himself the question, " i s this land being 
prop-rly used ? " he must pcrforcc picture the actual use absent 
fn.m the land a n d reconst ruct in his mind the proper i tems of 
development. I will call no less an au thor i ty in support of this 
statement t han the late President of the Surveyors ' Ins t i tu t ion. 
Sir Alexander Stcnning, who, on J u l y 29th , in a compensation 
case concerning some proper ty at Dover, s a i d : — 

The only way to deal wi th this p r o p rty was to t rea t it as a 
cleared site. He considered the ground rent should lie a fourth 
of the rack rental , a n d in developing the land in Biggin Street 
he would erect two shops of 45 feet f rontage. These would 
make a rental of £120 each, and this would represent a ground 
rent of £30 each, l ' r iory Street he did not regard as a main 
street, and, in his opinion, i t was n o t suitable for shops, though 
it might be utilised as a garage or something of the kind. 
The land in Priory Street , having regard to the air space 
required by the by-laws and the fact that there was one ancient 
light to be considered, he did not th ink , so far as shops were 
concerned, would be worth building upon. 

So wc sec Sir Alexander confounding the critics of this principle 
"f valuation, for he in his mind has cleared the site and has 
proceeded to construct buildings upon it. mental ly using the 
land in a normal fashion. Now I submit tha t with very little 
deep consideration, every man here could value his own property 
on this principle. But you arc all aware the forms which are 
bring sent t o you do not require you in any way to put your 
opinions down." You arc onlv invited to do so if you so desire. 

Bearing in mind the meaning of site value, I suggest tha t nn 
man interested in the fu ture of his count ry should hesitate to 
fill in this part of the form, a s a mat te r of opinion, and have no 
fear that the opinion you m a y supply " may be used against 
vou." I foresee tha t great results for the progress and happiness 
of this count rv will lie brought about simply a* a result 
of the valuat ion. It s t ands to reason tha t the publication of the 
site value side bv side with the total value of the land in the whole 
country, in a n y district or on any estate , will give a perfect guide 
to the 'direct amount of waste which our present land system is 
causing. I r r f r r r ed briefly to this point in a letter which I 
wrote to the paper*. I would like to e laborate that somewhat 
for you. I/-t us suppose tha t in a cert.-in district there are a 
certain number of houses or farms. We can take either. IVing 
in Huddersfield. we will t ake houses. Good sound structures 
which have given employment to labour and capital and for 
which lieople an- willing to pay good rents in re turn for the 
conveniences offered them. Kaeh s tands on lar.d which is in 
effect being normally used. It is obvious tha t the total value 
of such propcr t i rs will he about four t imes the site value of the 
Und. I refer again to Sir Alexander Stenning's remarks where 
h<- says tha t the rack rental should clearly b» four t imes t h -
ground rental . We have in this the s tandard of good manag. 
ment of proper ty . Now if we sre on referring to our domesday 

book t ha t there is a g n a t deal of the land the to ta l value of 
which is very little more than the site value, we will know tha t 
tha t land is W i n g insufficiently used, and if on fur ther reference 
we find much land where the total value is equal to the site value 
we will know that there is no Improvement to the land at at . 
It will l«- an easy mat ter then to est imate the a m o u n t of wealth 
which should lie produced f rom the under used and unused 
land, and which nothing but the exercise of the landowners 
itower is keeping un-produced. With this in mind, let me turn 
aside to the fact , unfor tunate ly ineontestably true, that a vast 

. l-odv of our great population are on the edge of poverty or arc 
actually over the precipice into want and unemployment . 
1 submit to you that when you know these facts ami arrange 
them side by side, you will, without hesitat ion, connect cause 
and effect. ) am content to leave the result to public opinion. 

I wish you to unders tand tha t personally 1 am not a t tacking 
landowners as individuals. 1 a m simply iKiinting out to you 
the existing system, which l i m i t s land for which the i r is a 
demand (as shown by its site value), and which could lie used hy-
men to produce wag. s for themselves and interest for the capi ta 
which they used, to remain idle, and 1 say that such land should 
not be allowed to remain idle. It is really bad business 
know that this is felt throughout the count ry in a d u m b sort of 
way There is one thing lacking, and t ha t is definite figures. 
A valuation would provide those figures, and we must have them 
in order to remedy that faul t in the system. 1 think 1 I n -
sufficiently discussed the principles of t h a t valuation to show 
how it is 'going to IK- conducted on thoroughly businesslike and 
honest lines. Kvery en t ry of such value must have as its W i s 
the annual yield in 's i tc rent which that land ought to produce 
under normal conditions like Sir Alexander Stcnning and every 
valuer would take. This is the only way to test his opinion. 
In site value therefore would IK- shown the clear rent of . very 
holding of land, (or such would IK- its basis. In total value 
would IK- shown a fair rent plus th ' fair interest on buildings and 
improvements , for such would IK- its basis. I submit hat such 
a valuation provides the most desirable information for every 
inhabitant in this country. And every man present who gets a 
form should welcome the chance of helping to fix a fair ren 
W i s for land all round. This valuat ion will lead to the most 
fundamenta l reforms in our land and general taxat ion systems 
and the great force of public opinion will not rest satisfied until 
those reforms are made. 

There is nn outcry against what are called the inquisitorial 
forms and inquiries which single out a part icular kind of pro-
per ty for special taxat ion. Drawing on your imagination for 
ano ther picture. I ask you to imagine a count ry of which you 
are inhab i tan t s with land tenure and taxat ion systems ong 
established on the following lines. Kvery man who holds land 
has its fair rental basis fixed periodically. All taxes, imperial 
a n d local, arc levied in one t ax in strict proportion to fair rent 
irrespective of the occupation. Kvery man would then be sure 
that he would not 1«- called upon to pay except on fair business 
terms which would ensure him only a fair return for himself 
and wages for his employees and fair interest on the capital he 
uses Fai r rent must of necessity imply that those two other 

! i tems must also l«- fair, since th.- three channels of d i s t n b u t l o r -
renT wages, and i n t e r e s t - r e p r e s e n t the whole of production 
There is nothing outside them. Now let us s,.p,H.se that in such 
a prosperous and businesslike communi ty there arose a < hanc-llor 
of the Exchequer who brought in a Budget entirely changing tha t 
simple system of land tenure and assessment, lb- sought to 
build Custom Houses, to tax tea. sugar, cocoa, tobacco, &r. t ie 
sent round a bodv of men who ascertained the people s incomes, 
took away |w.rt of the reward of their labours, taxed their dogs 
7s <kl per head. and. when a man died, mulcted his family in 
v a r y i n g V r c r n t a g e s on his wealth, and lastly thai hy,>othctleal 
Chancellor of the Exchequer inst i tuted a rat ing system which, 
for sheer a lwr .ee of logic, was unapproachable . Every t ime a 
man did any th ing to land I " improve the national wealth he 
was taxed ; when he added a wing to his house down came the 
rate collector, and when he pu t any machinery in his works the 
rate collector came in to know whether it was nailed or screwed 
to the ground—for it made a difference. What kind of an outcry 
would the people raise in resect of such a Budget ? How many 
unions and leagues would be founded t o resist it J I he land 
owners I hems,-Ives would lead the way. But here we are 
existing in the midst of such conditions, and we have got used 
to them in a wav. having become dulled like a man will, a chronic 
ai lment , and there are people s tupid enough to oppose a valuation 
which shows the way out . 
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THE TREASURY CONFERENCE ON 
FORM IV. 

.MR. LLOYD GEORGE'S SPEECH. 

On September 14th, the Chancellor of the Exchequer received 
in conference a number of gentlemen in official and professional 
positions conversant with the issue and requirements of the U n d 
Valuation forms to consider alleged difficulties in tilling up these 
forms. After hearing the different gentlemen's views, .Mr. IJoyd 
ueorge said :— 

If you do not mind, I have taken a full note of every iK>int 
which has been made, and if any gi ntleman thinks I liave omitted 
something perhaps he will kindly remind me when I have finished. 
1 am very glad to find then- is no criticism as to th.' intelligibility 
of the form itself ; and Mr. Johnson went so far as to say that he 
did not understand that criticisms had l>ecn directed at all to 
the obscurity or lucidity of the document, but rather to other 
considerations. I confess, if that is the ease, then I must have 
misapprehended the character of the attack made tqsm the form 
I can understand the character of the attack made upon the Dual 
I axes. Phat is a purely political question into which we can 
hardly enter. The criticisms have been confined to, first of nil, 
suggesting that certain questions which have I s en addressed to 
the owner, and which ap(>ear in mpnlsory |iart of the form 
should Is. transferred to the optional part of the form Now 
what are those questions ? It is suggested that item " I " 
which invites the owner, where he is also the occupier, to state the 
annual v a l u e - t h a t that should remain purely optional. I 
agree with Mr. Johnson tha t in sulmtrtnee it is optional for the 
simple reason that no man is asked to furnish any information 
except, such as it is in his power to give ; and if he cannot state 
what the annual value is without going to the e x c u s e of employ-
ing a valuer pnrjioscly. he is not Is.iind to answer. This question 
has been given in schedule \ for ltd years to occupier* outside 
London, and for 40 years to occupier* in Ixmdon. and there has 
been no d.niculty up to the present. I agm- that it is „ question 
which is inserted in the main rather to enable the owner to check 
the gross estimated rental ; but if he does not care to answer and 
if he does not do so, then by the very terms of the form he is not 
bound to do so. All he is liound to say is. - I cannot estimate 
the annual value. ' If he does that, that answer will be regarded 
as quite satisfactory. He is only bound to give information which 
is witlnn his own knowledge. Now I come to the other items 
which It is suggested should lie optional—the amount of the land 
taxes the amount of the tithe rent charge, and other charges 
for those charges are known to the occupiers, who ought 
to be compi led to disclose them. I cannot see any objec-
tion to making those optional, for the owner knows them 
There are cases where possibly they have not been apportioned 
and that is especially the ease with the tithe land charge. In that 
case all that he has to say is " Well. I don't know them Thev 
are not within my knowledge. They have not been appor-
turned. All we want to ask owners to do is to give the infor-
mation which they possess. They are compulsory if the owner 
knows them. If they are not within his knowledge he is not 
hound to go to the expense of ascertaining t h e m : but I have 
not the slightest doubt he will find it to his interest to do so so as 
to have a check. 

T H E T H I R T Y D A Y S ' L I M I T . 

Now I come to the question of time. 1 was not altogether 
responsible for the forms having been sent out in August I 
agree that it ,s very unfortunate that they were sent out in the 
holiday season, hut the press were rather short of copy, and it 
has been therefore a boon to them that they should have the 
land taxes to talk about, and in fact, as far as I can see. they have 
divided the attention between that and " D r . " Crippen 
(Laughter.) I am not responsible for that. If the Budget had 
been passed m September the land forms would have been out 
months ago. But that is an old story now. and we had the forms 
sent out in August. 

I quite agree with what ha* been said by Colonel Mostvn 
I think he represents one of the largest, ,f not the largest, properties 
. . . t h e country. Naturally, he says. " I could not do ' i t wdhin 
30 days. I quite agree ; hut I said in the House of Commons 
- t h e question was put to me before the Hon*. s e , . a r a t ed -
that Where the owner found it impossible for him to send in the 
information with,,, 30 days, the authorities a, Somerset House 
would be perfectly reasonable, and that an extension would be 
granted where it was obviously impoeuble for an owner of » |» rBe 
property to gather the necessary details and to Hit in the forma in 

the course of 30 days. Colonel Mostyn will bear me out in saying 
there wits no difficulty experienced by him in getting the extension 
of time.; and I can tell you wc have had extensions applied for 
from all parts of the country fmm large owners, and in no cases 
have the applications been refused. Once the authorities at 
Somerset House are satisfied that the owner is actually bona fide 
desirous of supplying the information, tha t be finds it impossible 
to do it within the time laid down by tho statute, wc have full 
|>owers of extension, and they have invariably been granted. 
With small owners there has been little difficulty, and, as I have 
said, they are sending in their forms, and wc liave received a 
million and a half already. 

M I S T A K E S A N D O M I S S I O N S . 

Another point which has been made here to-day is this. Sup-
is wing a landowner finds that he has made a mistake, the question 
is put to him—Is he to lie |iermnncntly fixed with that mistake t 
Is he to Is- held to it when the valuation comes to lie made, 
or is there a IOCIIM pirnitcntiw ? Certainly there is. I have al-
ready said so in the House of Commons. If he finds that , as 
regards the provisional valuation, he has been misinformed 
if the mistake has acted to his detriment—he is perfectly entitled 
to correct it, 

Mr. JOHNSON said his question related not to a mistake in filling 
in the form, but to delilienitelv omitting information which could 
not ascertained with regard to deductions from site value. 
But he could not go into that matter without producing con-
siderable correspondence. 

Mr. LI.OYP GKOROE said if Mr. Johnson handed in the corres-
pondence they could discuss the matter subsequently. 

COLONEL MOSTYN asked if the assurance given applied to 
omissions as well as mistakes. 

Mr. I.I.OYI) GEOBOE.—1The landowner would necessarily say, 
" 1 made a mistake." 

COLONEI, MOSTYN.—It would apply to them also, then ? 
Mr. LLOYD GEORHB.—Quite ; that is w hat I mean by a mistake. 

Such an owner would say. " There is a charge I omitted ; there is 
a covenant I overlooked which affects the real facts." I can quite 
understand the suspicion which landowners necessarily have, 
but I can assure them there is no desire to take an unfair advan-
tage of them in this matter ; and I can assure them there will be a 
desire to make the valuation perfectly fair to everybody. There 
really will. 

Well, now I come to question q. That was entirely inserted 
ill the interests of the landowners, as I have pointe'd out. I 
think it was in the original Bill. As I have already said, it was to 
cover the case where there had been a slump in property in a 
given neighbourhood. Say a priqiertv was bought for '£3.000 
15 years ago. There had been a depreciation in real property. 
Down it goes £1,500. and on the date of the valuation it 'is 
worth £1.500. In ten years' time the property appreciates again, 
and the man sells it for £2.500. Well, that is £500 less than he 
gave for it. but it is £1.000 more than the valuation. He would 
naturally say that that should not be charged as increment when 
he is £500 out of pocket. If the owner can prove that within 
20 years he paid more for the proix-rtv than its value at the date 
of valuation, he should be entitled to revert back to the purchase-
money. 1 think that Is perfectly fair ; and that was inserted in 
the interests of the owners of property. But it is also clear. I 
think, that this is information which the Inland Revenue ought 
to get, because it enables them to check all demands of that 
kind which may be made, and it also enables them to know 
where they are with regard to the Increment Duty. It is in the 
interests of owners of property, and there is no difficulty in giving 
it. I cannot imagine that there is any difficulty in" giving it 
If he bought property within 20 years, 'i should think he would 
know what he paid for it, and the only objection I see is in the 
case of owners of property who have given a fancy price ; it 
may be for a sentimental reason. Now that is the only objection 
so for as I can see which can possibly be urgrd against it. I 
cannot think of any other. I cannot understand why thev 
should object, except on this ground. If a landowner says, 
" I paid £5,000 for that although it is not worth that to anybody 
else." he can say that. He may say. " 1 don't want a'houw-
built within ten yards of my house ; I want a clear, open space. 
I do not want my view encroached on, and. therefore, I was 
prepared to nay five times as much as anybody else would." 
I should think that any man acting for the Government would 
take that into account. However, that is a question of policy, 
not of obscurity. I cannot recall any discussion in which any 
one on belialf of the landowners urged" against the advisability of 
disclosing such information. 
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LOCAL INQOISITTVENBSS. 

Now 1 conic to a point which WHS urged by Mr. Howard Martin, 
the objection to disclosing information locally. Thev object to 
the particulars being supplied to the local trader, or whoever 
happens to represent the Government, in the distribution of 
ihe*- forms. Well, I must say, of course, there are 7.""0 of 
lis * officers, and 1 think they have done their work with 
extraordinary intelligence. It is not altogether new work, as 
I half pointed out, but there were new features >f it. They 
were doing their work under a tin- of very hot criticism and I 
think very unfair criticism. 1 think every [xilitician is a legiti. 
mate target for criticism. We can hit hack, and therefore we do 
not mind. Not a bit. But 1 do think the officers have been 
treated very scurvily. After all. they cannot answer. It is 

They have done their work with very great intelligence and with 
considerable industry. I quite understand that a local landowner 
would rather not supply information about hi* property to a near 
neighbour. I ran quite understand that. I quite appreciate that, 
and 1 sympathise with that view. In some eases it is just possible 
that an owner mav I*- asked to supply information about a house 
or a piece of land to a rival. Well, now. I think the demand 
which has been put forward hen- by several speakers that the 
landowner who has the option, at any rate of making his return 
to tlx- district valuer or su|v-riuteud- nt is a perfectly legitimate 
one. We have already recognised that, as Mr. Martin has already 
said. I don't think tin- public an- fully a wan- of the instructions 
which have liivn given upon this jMiint. ami 1 take thisop|xirtuuity 
of giving a fuller publicity to it On that ix.int I am very glad 

H E A D M A S T E R : 

" T H E F O U R T H F O R M BOY." 
You'll Jhid your fmirtk fonn toork '/nil* easy, my bog, if you'll otdy give your maul lo it, and not lose your 

temper. If there li anything you don't know, say «o / 

l«rt of the tradition of the service that they should not rush into 
print. I know perfectly well that newspapers have approached 
them and have asked them their views. If they had re-ponded, 
tbcv would have broken one of the most honoured traditions of 
the" service, which keeps all public officials out of controversy. 
So much is that so that during the two or three years I was at 
the Board of Trade I did not know who was a Liberal and who 
was a (Vmservative. I could not discover it. and 1 assure you 
that my successor there finds the same thing. It is one of the 
most honoured traditions of the public service, and I think it 
has been extraordinarily hard that all the*- bitter attacks 
"hould have been directed against them. I do not mind attacks 
against myself. I am here to be attacked, and I do my Ix-st to 
give just as good as ! get. We h a y got 7.'"*1 of these gentlemen, 
and I think on the whole thev are very excelk-nt public officials. 

to be able to meet the very legitimate suggestions which have been 
put forward. 

T H E QUESTION o r EXPENSE. 
I come now to the question of expense. With reganl to the 

question of expense, when you are tilling up forms for the first 
time. I agree there are a gixxl many people who an- afraid of 
Government forms, who do not quite' trust their own skill in the 
matter, and who would rather resort to ex|x-rt advice. Mr. 
Johnson, representing the profession to which j have the honour 
to l«-long. very naturally said that it was q u i t e impossible to fill 
up the forms "without the aid of a lawyer. (Laughter.) 

Mr. JOHNSON.—Or a surveyor, or both, (buighter.) 
Mr. L L O Y D G E O R G E —Honestly, I do not think so ; I do not. 

really. There are a vast number of tlv-se forms that have b"'-n 
filled without the aid of a lawyer. 1 have gone through these 
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a n s w e r " " , <1(; " f y * * what there is that a man could not 
™ , S :"<l " ' a n y ° r — ' " ill corno to the question 

na me and s!i rn" " ' " T ' ' S " n ' - V 11 m a " < a n Christian 
" ' 8 " ™ m * ' i iV" T ^ " h » is leasehold, 
2 1 "hould not think there was much 
he can L I *' | H C C a " ^ t h ° I ' " ' 1 ' " ' «ta»t ion of the land ; 

description the land is. whether it has on it a 
led ire ° r ' a n , > • ' <»«™ »ot requir, legal know-
e a f i ' t ! ? h ° u l d a b k ! ».V what length his 
n. of ft,. T " " e " e v e r y <I(H-'" know. I think 

most extraordinary things that has been elicited by 
Z . T • J T »>><'•" p r o p r t y which they 

^ s T a v o , h : " , f >',,u r k m o 8 t I '-^'hohiers " How many 
d i t o n X l e , l , r i ' " l " ' " ' r »'"• "'"I " h a t are the con-

a man h " V " U h " M ? " J ' o u ™uld find 
matic'n wfiiel! . . 'V " " 7 7 t a k , , n , h o , r""1 '1" " ' " ' " « " ' '"for-mation which I thought would Is- vital. If they ha<l then- would 
l s ~ M ,">. nt all in answering the questions. It is 

Id ' T ° ' " : * \ , h n t •««" '**en some difficulty. 
L a v Z , h a t a 1 ,K 'a l t r a d ' sman would h a w 

c K- " " " ' / ' V' 1,1 "«® 'ng the length of his lease. The only 
o , rtv „ b ^ r a».V casements over his 
; ; " | T " h " " >•"" l , u t , h " i" " ' a t form he 

U s a , n o t „ k ? " W w h a t y ° " "van by -easements . ' " 
u is a legal term well known to the profession, but not to the 
Z r e mavW. ' " T ^ ^ ' h a ' " ""< "«" ''»<""«» d o t . 

nk it ?ai t * T " f W a y W h i < 1 ' C m , H 0 t n ' u U ° . ""«' 1 <1» not 
• bv s IU<k H , T C O m m i t h i , n w lf " " " » " subject ; 

O by so doing you ask him lo make an admission which might 
h- T T w " \ U " " v i n ' ri*h»" "">' which 
h i s „„ doubt surely a man knows if there is a right of 

way from one high road to another on his pm.ierty Ta t e the 
w?«- t her v n r ' ' l ' t ' " ' " r ' """"< a ' » a - «tlt 
w h e t h r your neigh Is MI r has acquired a right of light. If you 

...' you are not Inuuid to answer, but there are some e a ^ s 
tlien f r. f " , ' o U l " M l " '1 th i '" 'he ' "»" would know t , therefore I really do l m t think then- is all that difficulty 

knows w f 7 T M " m - " " "nl-V «" "ha t he 
—--siieci ill <!,X'B " " ' k " " " he is not Ik.uihI lo try to cxpres.s 
exwnsefT all M V " " , ! " 7 t " I, i ; a l P"'"1 , With regard to 
X * Vl' K ' l y , S ""'S- A f t e r «»• «»"" is a tax for the 

II ' these'f r a , H , n K T h " ' f l x l M l y r the first time l„- tills up these forms experiences great difficulty. 
TIIK F O R C E OK ITABIT. 

Income-tax forms are not very easily tilled up, an.l on the 
rst occasion one might. |>erhap*, have to get advice from some 
no a s t o how l t 1H ,„„„. H ,„ , n n d ( , w n „ „ „ m ^ a ( . ( . u p t ( i m ( , ( | 

to these forms a.s they an- now to Schedule A. They do not get 
advice to fill up Sc-hedule A. 'Hiey do not require b, eons„ l fa 
« he,tor alH,ut that and vet it is m.Mantial lv the ™ „ , informa 
t o that is asked the,,-. An,I then-fore I ant afraid it would IK-
quite . n i b b l e for me to give a sort of blank cheque to the 
r Z T f i h * T,ntl?' \"'lr,my 'he expenses of thoi'r solicitors 
"all t ^ r ^ P " ' f " n n R , i o n 'heir pro,H-rty which 

w • I i ' " I ; , s r l v ' ' s 1 -••""'"' imagine a man' parting 
with Ins deeds (O a mortgagor without knowing what the deeds 
mean or without obtaining some information about his propertv 
and he full partieulars of it. What we an- simply asking for is 
just the main details of inhumation about the ownership which 
lie ought to have in his ^ s e s s i o n , and which he ought never to 
part with. he man ought to know all those things about his 
no dim'V" It n , v * r , h °" 1 1 1 " , h a t , h " " ' have Won <bfioultv at all. Hi th regard to the suggested schedule. 1 
understand the ,»,s,t,on is that where a man has got a hundred 
w i . h T , , ° n " ">»« he should deal 
with he Others m the form of a schedule. I n-allv do not s,-e 
hat there is any objection to that. I think there is a'gn-at advan-
age u, it—if the pro,»-rty is all of the same oharaoter. held under 

•ho same title, and part tenia,s are the same. I do not see anv 
difficulty aliout .t On the contrary. I should sav it is verv helpful 
not merely to the landowner, but also to the Inland Revenue 
Department. I am exceedingly obliged to v „u for vour attend 
anr<» norr to-nav. 

I.ORD CURZON S DRKKNCK OK LANDLORDISM AND 
THK H o r s K OK LORDS. 

S|K-aking at the coming of age celebrations on behalf of Lord 
New t o n s hen. the Hon. Richard Ix-gh. on September 14th at 
Lyme, Disley. ( hcflure, Lord Cur/on -aid :— 

The.v were living in times when a good deal of obloquy was 
directed against territorial magnates: and the landowning 

classes were sometimes treated even in high quarters as if they 
were guilty of some abominable crime, and when the peers were 
a target for a good deal of petty invective and abuse. " Well," 
continued I>ird Curzon, " 1 don't say tha t the landowners of the 
country an- above reproach any more than members of those other 
classes whose wealth is invested in other and perhaps less taxable 
commodities. 1 don't say that the jK-crs of England have always 
been absolutely s|Kitless, any more than the commoners have 
lx> en. or an- now ; but wliat I do say is this, that the landowning 
class of this country have during a ],eriod of many centuries 
exhibited a sense of res|>onsibilitv and a spirit of duty which are 
not excelled, even if they are equalled, in any other country in 
Europe, and have become the envy of other nations. 

As regards the peers of England, whether you look at them 
as legislators or in their local capacity, 1 think that on the whole 
thoy have deserved well, and continue to deserve well, of their 
country. It is very easy to uproot old institutions. You may-
cut down the oldest and stateliest of trees. Any idiot in an 
hour's time can lay an axe at the, root of the most venerable 
monarch of the forest. But what when that is done ! Suppose 
you succeed. 

If you have got a country without any |xx-rs jMissessing terri-
torial connection, except, of course, Radical |H-ers, of whom there 
would always IK- an abundance—when you have got no country 
houses in the jwsscssion of the old families, because they will have 
been purchased by foreign millionaires or turned into provincial 
museums ; when you have got no great parks, because they will 
all have been cut into allotments; when vou have got no cider 
sons, because everybody will IK- a vounge'r son—in those days, 
when you have got no landlords and tenants, bccausc everyone 
will IK- squatting in impoverished isolation on his own little plot 
of ground, just like a stork standing uj>on its nest, when you have 
got this state of affairs, will you have a happier, more contented, 
more prosperous, and better-to-do England than you have now ? 
I doubt very much whether that will be the ease. 

I am one of those who think that the ancient institutions of 
the country have contributed very greatly to the pros|>ority of our 
country, and I hold that the landed aristocracy and squirearchy 
have not played an ignoble pa,t in contributing to its stability 
and strength. We may be told that bad times are in store for 
us. I do not know whether that will be the case ; but of one thing 
I am sure, that whatever fate lies before us, the territorial mag-
nates, the landowners of England, will in the future as in the 
past, keep the flag Hying and play th.- game. Theirs is a great 
power and a great responsibility. Theirs, also, is a g n a t and 
unending duty as long as life is within their bodies. 

STATEMENT BY SCOTTISH LANDOWNERS ON 
FORM IV. 

A special general meeting of the Scottish Ixnd and Pnqiortv 
Federation was held in IV,well's Room-. Edinburgh, on September 
22nd—Sir Robert Dundas of Amiston presiding. Hie meeting 
was called for the purpose of considering how hest to deal with 
the land values returns under the Finance Act. 1910, es|>eeiallv 
Form I \ . There were alsait 200 memliers. including lawvers", 
surveyors, and factors, present. The m e t i n g was held in 
private, fait at the close the following communication was made 
to the Press:—The ccmmittee and a special sub-committee 
of the Kcderation had lx-en ,ngagt-d in considering how their 
organisation might Is- made of service to the mcmlK-rs in con-
nection with the difficulties raised bv the demand for returns 
under Part I. of tho Act. The meeting endorsed the opinion of 
the committee that it was desirable, without taking technical 
objections, to end'avour to find some satisfactory method of 
answering the questions put bv the Inland Revenue in Korm IV. 
The committee had proposed that an explanatory memorandum 
of advice and guidance should IK- issued to the monitors of the 
Federation, which might help tlirm in making returns, and that 
arrangements should In- made by which m, mbeis in difficulty 
should lie able to obtain aelvice and guidance with regard to any 
special |K>int which the.v might wish to submit. Questions of 
practical import and general interest and matters of special 
difficulty were brought foiward by members present, and were 
discussed. The meeting considered the questions in Form IV. 
m considerable detail, and il was generally recognised that the 
issue of a memorandum and the establishment of arrangements 
for giving advice, as suggested by the committee, were desirable, 
and tho committee were accordingly asked to give effect to their 
suggestions in that reganl. A memorandum will at once l«e 
issued, ond arrangements niaele for supplying information to 
mcm'.iers. 
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This s ta tement contrasts very favourably with the so-called 
" g u i d e " of the Land Cnion, and a t the same time is a 
timely reply to .Mr. Balfour 's ridiculous telegram to the b i n d 
Cnion, which we quote on this page. It is encouraging to see 
that some landowners are treating the situation in a sober and 
husiness-like manner. 

MR. BALFOUR ON T H E G O V E R N M E N T S VALUATION 
POLICY. 

The follow ing telegram has Ix en received from Mr. Balfour 
by Mr. E. G. Pre tyman, president of the b i n d Union :— 

" I am most grateful to you for sending me the admirable 
' b ind Union Guide.' I will not call it a clue to the mysteries 
of land valuation, for these arc impenetrable, but at least it 
exposes the hopeless complexity of the Government system, 
and shows how well founded were the criticisms we persistently 
levelled last year against this p i r t ion of the Budget. As far 
as 1 can see, this ill-planted and ill-built structure, twice approved 
bv a Radical major i ty of the House of Commons, seems likely 
s<M>n to tumble to pieces by its own weight amidst general 
derision." 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
W H A T V A L U A T I O N R E V E A L S . 

To the Editor, L A N D V A L V E S . 

SIR,-—The concrete example of the working of valuation and 
the rating of bvnd Values given bv Mr. Lester in your columns 
was a very interesting and suggestive one. 

Four cot tages s tand on rather more than a quar ter of an acre 
of land, which land divested of buildings, he . . Wars, in the 
opinion of the owners, a market value of £'24. and an annual 
value of £1 4s. Under the present rat ing system £1 IKs. is paid 
in r a t e s ; under the reformed system with the rates at 20s. in 
the £ on the hare land value, the amount payable would Is-
only £1 4s. 

May I suggest two i m p i r t a n t asjiccts of the case which are 
not touched upon in Mr. Lester 's article * 

This land we are told is in a village and on the main road, 
and is therefore computed to lie worth twice as much as " good 
market garden l a n d " in t h a t district. So that " good market 
garden l a n d " would Ix- obtainable under the reformed rating 
system at a price of about two guineas an acre ! This fact 
throws an interesting light on the effect of the reform in facilita-
ting the acquisition of small holdings, Ac. Then- would not 1-e 
much need for the intervention of the State h e r e ; and the 
scoutmasters, for whom the b i n d Union is so anxious to provide, 
would be able to provide for themselves. 

Again, the value of the s t ructures alone on this piccc of l i d -
fordshire land is put at £l<>4. If to this we add the capitalised 
value of the rate from which the s t ructures would lie relieved, 
calculated at IS years ' purchase, £30, and the bare land value 
£1 4s.. it will be seen that the whole property, which at present 
has a gross value of £1HH, would, under the reformed system, 
lie worth £19r>! So mu^h for " spoliation " '. 

If the United Committee could introduce these plain facts into 
every home in the kingdom they would he a valuable ant idote 
to " Form 4 " d is temp ' rs .—Yours , tic., 

F . A . E . WATKRKIKI . I I . 

T H E HOLIDAYS AND FORM IV. 
With lingers through our " thatchcs," 

And eyes tha t wildly stare. 
We're sit t ing in seclusion 

Three miles from heavtn knows where. 
S u p p w d to be enjoying 

A really happy time. 
When holidays are reckoned 

Essential and sublime. 
We've got no heart for shooting ; 

For walks we da te not go ; 
We neither lutthc nor p idd le ; 

We neither golf nor row. 
Our brows are sadly puckered ; 

To think, it s rems a hore ; 
T o tell the t ru th alxHit i t . 

We're filling up Form IV ' 
F . W . in t h e FINANCIU TIMFS. Ssepterober 1 7 t h . 1910. 

N E W S OF T H E M O V E M E N T . 
CONFERENCE OF ADVOCATES OF THE TAXATION 

OF LAND VALUES AT MANCHESTER. 
The United Committee for the Taxat ion of I .and Values h a . e 

arranged to hold a Conference of Advocates of the Taxation of 
I-and Values in Manchester on the 30th September to 2nd October. 
The b i r d Advocate (Rt. Hon. Alex. Ure. K.C., M.P.) will Ix-
present on the evening of the :10th and open the discussion. 

With the growth of the movement during recent years, a 
Conference of this nature will Ix- of the greatest value in bringing 
into prxonti l touch with one another the numerous workirs 
in all p i r t s of the country, and giving them an opp i i t un i t y not 
only of discussing the questions that an ' Ix'fore us, but also of 
becoming bet ter acquainted with the business side of the move-

i mcnt. 
The Committee therefore extend a cordial invitation to all 

friends and supp i r t c r s of the movement to Is- present at the Con-
| fen-nee. 

ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Friday, 30th September. 

7.30 p.m. Town Hall, Allx rt Square, Manchester. 
Discussion.—" b i n d Valuation and the Finance Act in relation 

to bx ' a l and Imperial Taxation ; with reference to the Memorial 
on b i n d and Taxation Reform recently presented to the Govern-
ment bv 143 Mcmlxrs of Parl iament." 

To be intrtxluccd bv the b i r d Advocate (The Rt. Hon. Mr. 
Alexander Ure. K.C.. M.P.) 

A resolution Ix-aring on the question will Is- submitted. 
Cha i rman : Mr. I- W. Zimmerman. President of the Mun-

ch stcr b ' t tgue for the Taxat ion of b i n d Values. 
Saturday, 1st October. 

10 a.m. (irantl Hotel. Aytoun Street. 
I Private meeting of meni lxrs of tin- Conference.— Business 

discussion. Chai rman: Councillor ( has. II. Smithson (Halifax). 
2.30 p.m. Memorial Hall, Albert Square. 

Discussion.—"The relationship of b i n d Values Taxat ion to 
Free Trade, Housing, and Unemployment ," to Is- intniduced by-
Mr. Fredk. Verinder. (.1 p iper hearing on this subject. Kjxeinthj 
written hi/ Mr. Verinder for the Inhmotional Free Trade Congress 
rreenth/ held at Antwerp, will he handed to the Menders of the 

j Conference). 
A resolution bearing on the question will Ix- submitted. 

! Chai rman: Mr. L. W. Zimmerman. 
6.30 p.m. Grand Hotel, Aytoun Stn-et. 

Henry George Commemoration Dinner, with Mr. and Mrs. 
.Joseph* Fels as the guests of the evening. Cha i rman: Dr. 
IVrev McDougall. hon. treasurer Manchester b-ague for the 

I Taxat ion of Land Values. 
Sunday, 2nd Oclober. 

11 a.m. Grand Hotel, Avtoon Street. 
Discussion.—"The moral asp-et of the movement foi the 

Taxation of Land Values," to l»- introduced by Mr. John Paul. 
I Chai rman: Mr. Lewis H. Berens. 

3 p.m. Alexandra 1'ark. 
Op-n-air demonstrat ion under the auspices of the Manchester 

b-ague for the Taxation of b i n d Values, to Is- addressed by Mr. 
Francis Neilson, .M.P. and others. Chai rman: Mr. J o h n Bagot. 

In the errnl of th' weather tteiruj unfavourable, this meeting will 
be held in the large hall of the Moss Side hibrral Club. 

Each member of the Conference has received:— 
1.—Member's ticket for the Conference. 
2.—Order of proceedings. 
3 . Mr. Fredk. Verinder's p iper , en t i t l ed : " T h e Taxat ion of 

I .and Values in its relation to Free Trade ." 
4 . Copy of memorial to the Government on I And and 

Taxation Reform. 
5 .—" Land Song." on postcaid. 
<i. Information regarding hotel accommodation and Henry 

Oeorge Commemoration Dinner. 

NORTHERN LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
Mr. William Reid, Secretary of the newly formed Northern 

IV,nd Values b-ague. writing fmm BO, Pilgrim Street, Newcastlc-
on-Tvne, savs : 

" T h i s league, which is an extension and takes the place of the 
Tyneside Branch of the English League, has had quite a good 
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start on its ambitious ourcer. Already, it ha* found encourage-
ment from the democratic societies in the northern counties. 
Arrangements are being made with other societies for the 
speakers of the league to address their meetings. A Is Hit a 
dozen of tlio Members of Parliament for const it tie neies in the 
northern counties, both Liberal and Labour, are vice-presidents 
of the b'aguc. 

" Land Values literature is on sale in every part of Newcastle, 
and the other centres are receiving attention. One gratifying 
feature of the situation is the supixirt which the league is getting 
from Miner's bxlge*, Co-operative Societies, l abou r Unions 
and other democratic bodies. Not only have these societies 
sent donations, but they have undertaken the distribution of the 
I/.'ague's literature. Many thousand packet* of leaflets arc out 
to mining centres in the counties of Northumberland and Durham, 
and applications arc coming in by every |>ust for further supplies.' 

" T h e work begun by 11. A. Dakers and carried on by R. Brown, 
James Veitch, C. E. Sohroeder and the others is teiling its tale' 
now tha t wc have an organisation capable of taking care of the 
propaganda. 

" T h e landlord screech is not producing much effect here. It 
is only bringing down on the dev..ted head of tlie b ind Union 
the ridicule of the daily pa|H'rs. To oblige the |H«ir uneducated 
landowner, who cannot fill up Form 4, the NORTHERN KOHO 
has put a barrister on to the job to educate him. Incidentally 
I daresay the prime object of the ECHO is to allay the fear* of the 
builder and small houseowner, whom the Ijind Union would 
like to scare out of their wits. 

"Synchronising with the opening work of the Northern Land 
\ alucs IX-aguecomes the publication of [.AND VALUATION—A reply 
to the Land Union " G u i d e " by the United Committee. This 
timely publication is on sale at all stationers and at the League 
offices, 90, Pilgrim Street. Newcastlo-on-Tyne. There is a big 
winter's work looming in the immediate future, and before many 
months the increased and extended efforts of the b ' aguc are 
likclv to have made a marked impression in the four Northern 
Counties of England." 

MANCHESTER. 
The Secretary of the Manchester b 'aguc, 134, Deansgate, 

Manchester, wishes to draw special attention to the economic 
class meetings that are held in the Leugue's office every Thursday 
evening at 7.30 p.m. Steps are being taken to make these 
meetings still more interesting than they have been in the past 
and .Manchester members and friends arc invited to at tend and to 
bring friends of Ixith sexes. 

In addition to those already announced in LAND VALUES th" 
following have b«en he'd :— 
Aug. 25.—Economic (lass Meeting in Manchester League's Office. 

30.—County Forum. Manchester : Dr. P. McDougall. 
30'—Walter Street Croft, Harpiirhcy: D. Catterall, W. 

Norman, and A. H. Weller. 
Sept. 1.—Crossley's Works. Openshaw : Dinner-hour mcetinc. 

A. H. Wellor. 
» 1.—Economic ('lass Meeting in Manchester league's Office 

4.—Birchfields Park : 1). Catterall, W. Norman, and A. H. 
Weller. 

6.—Conran Street Croft, Harpurhey : I). Catterall and A H 
Weller. 

" 8.—Economic Class Meeting in Manchester league's Office 
11.—Philips Park : l)r. I'. MeDougall. H. IV Pass. D. Catterall 

and A. H. Weller. 
„ 12.—Moss bine East, Manchester : A. H. Weller. 

12.—West Salford b-ague of Young Ijherals : 1). Catterall 
13.—Oonran Street Croft, Harpurhey: Dr. P. McDoueall J 

Fielden. and A. H. Weller. 
15.—Economic Class Meeting in Manchester League's Office 

Paper by G. F. Musson. 
18.—Alexandra Park : Wm. Noble, P. Catterall. W. Norman 

and A. H. Weller. 
22.—Economic Class Meeting in Manchester league's Office 
25.—Queen's Park : F. Skirrow and A. H. Weller. 
27.—Granville I.ilieral Club. Ashlon-under-Lvne : J . Ragot. 
29.—Economic Class Meeting in Manchester League's Office. 

Up to the time of going to press the following meetings have 
been arranged:— 
Oct. 2.-Alexandra Park. 3 p.m. Demonstration. F Neilson 

M P.. .1. Hagot. and other*. 
H. 13. 20. and 27.—Economic Class Meetings in Manchester 

league's Office. 
10.—Accrington L.Y.L. : " Bating and Social Reform," J. 

Bagot. 

Oct. 10.—Bread bury L.Y.L.: " Land Values as a basis for rating " 
A. H. Wclier. 

„ Hi.—North ManchesterJI.L.P.: "Henry George," J . Bagot. 
19.—Jxiigh L.Y.L. : D. Catterall. 
1!).—Old Trafford L.Y.L.: "Taxation of Land Values," 

A. H. Weller. 
21.—South Manchester L.Y.L. : "The Land Question," A. H. 

Weller. 
„ 23.—Manchester Secular Society, ltusholme Road : " The 

Bible and the bind Question," A. H. Weller. 
„ 23.—Que en s Park Parliament : J. Bagot. 
„ 25.—Gorton Women's Co-operative Guild : A. H. Weller. 

27.—Fails worth I-Y.L. : Dr. P. McDougall. 

At the invitation of the Manchester Liberal Federation, Mr. 
Adrian Liunlcy address-d a crowded meeting a t the Memorial 
Hall Oil the afternoon of September 7th. Many property owners, 
solicitors and estate agents were present. Mr. L. VV. Zimmerman 
presided and among those on the platform wore Mr. H. Elverston, 
M.P. and Mr. William Barton. M.P. The meeting had been 
arranged with the idea of removing misconceptions with regard 
to the valuation and the valuation forms. Mr. Lumley's speech 
was on the lines of the one he delivered at Huddersfield on the 
previous day, which wo rejiort in detail under " Political and 
Economic Discussion," and he answered many questions. On the 
motion of one of tho questioners he was accorded a hearty vote 
of thanks. 

BOLTON. 
A meeting, convened by the Bolton branch of the Young 

Liberal League, was held on September 5th in the Market Ground, 
Winterhey-lanc, Mr. A. Bovdell presided over a large attendance, 
and Mr. J . Battle was the chief speaker. 

Mr. Battle gave an address on " W h y wages are low," giving 
a clear exposition of how the solution of the land question would 
solve the wages question. 

The Bolton Young Liberals are doing good work in the cause 
of land reform. 

HUDDERSFIELD. 
A meeting in which great interest was evinced, and which was 

largely attended by local business men. was held on September 
«th at the Huddersfield Liberal Club, under the auspices 
of the Huddersfield Junior Liberal Association. The 
chair was occupied bv Mr. C. H. Crowthcr. the. chairman of 
the executive of the Liberal Association, and Mr. Adrian Ltimlcv, 
the eminent valuer, who was Mr. Uovd George's expert adviser 
in " Tlie Budget " days, addressed the meeting on the valuation. 
Mr. Lumley's brilliant speech is reported under " Political and 
Economic Discussion" on another page. It was well received, and 
afterwards he answered many questions, the debate lasting till 
a late hour. Mr. Lumley was heartily thanked for his address, 
on the proposal of Mr. E. Chilton, seconded bv Mr. Edward 
Parker, and supported by Mr. VV. H. Hughes. The RUDDERS, 
FIELD DAILY DEMOCRAT a d m i r a b l y r e p o r t e d t h e m e e t i n g . 

NORTH-WEST LONDON. 
M R . U R E A T G L A D S T O N E P A R K D E M O N S T R A T I O N . 

A most successful and enthusiastic land demonstration was 
held at Gladstone Park. Dollis Hill, on September 24th. The 
arrangements were jointly made by a smuip of local Liberals, 
who make the taxation of land values their lirst plank, and the 
United Committee. The chief speaker was the b i rd Advocate 
the Bt. Hon. Alex. Ure. K.C.. M.P. : Aid. P. W. Raffan. M.P.. 
Mr. Joseph Fels. Mr. Ft. b Outhwaite. and Mr. Harry dc Pass also 
spoke. There were two platforms, and the respective chairmen 
were Mr. Percy A. Harris. L.C.C., and Mr. B B. Evans. L.C.O.. 
and among those present were Mr. .las. McCulloch. Mr. W 
H. Bailey. Mr. Wm. Hawkins. Mr. A. VV. Mad sen, Mr. C. J . Oawood. 
Mr. Robert C. Orr. and Mr. John Paul. In the course of a 
brilliant speech Mr. Ure said:— 

It was wise anil just to tax the value ot land, because its 
value came from the presence ot the community, from the needs 
of the community, and from the energy, the enterprise, and 
the expendit ure of the c<*niinunitv. Tho value <>f land did 
not come from anything which the owner did for it or spent 
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upon it, and this t axa t ion was wise, just , and ex|>edient, because 
men could not carry the land away and they could not conceal it. 

For the first t ime in the history of this country we had the 
principle of land taxa t ion embodied in the Budget. Those 
taxes had come to s tay , and there was no one in t ha t crowd, 
however young anil heal thy he might lie. who would live to see 
the day when the land taxes would be repealed. 

They would see the principle extended more widely than it 
was to-day, but they would never sec their fellow-countrymen 
so foolish as to throw away a vast source of wealth, created by 
the communi ty , and which ought to Is- dedicated to the needs 
of the community. 

Land reformers were a p t to dwell too much upon the taxat ion 
of l and ; he would ra ther emphasise his anxiety to relieve from 
taxation all buildings and improvements ami all the labour of 
men's hands . His object was to lift oil all taxat ion and rating 
fiom the product of men's industry, energy, and expenditure, and to 
lay all t axa t ion and rating by a n d by on the value of the land alone. 

He told them frankly there were no land reformers who would 
think it worth their while to have different valuation made if 
they were to stop merely at the collection of the Budget taxes. 
They were keen that the valuation should be made for a greater 
purpose still in order that they might in time remove all rating 
and taxing from the value of buildings and improvements the 
work of men's hands and place the whole of it upon the basis of 
the value of the land. 

The result of all t ha t would be that the land would !*• free, 
the great monopoly would 1*' broken down and freer access would 
be given to God's ear th to those who were able and willing to 
make the best of the land. Men would l>e encouraged hence-
forward to make a profitable use of their land, to sprnd money 
u|Hin it in labour anil mater ial , and so the wealth of the whole 
community would be vast ly increased. 

The other speakers dwelt on the various phasiv of land, 
housing and labour. Mr. Ure was widely reported in the 
newspapers. 

The resolution p u t s imultaneously from both p la t forms and 
carried enthusiast ical ly was as follows :— 

That this Meeting observes with great satisfaction the Land 
Valuation a t present proceeding under the Finance Act of 1909. 

That it emphatically declares in favour of the abolition of all 
Food Taxes and urges upon the Government the immediate necessity 
of substituting for these Revenues, a National Tax on Land Values, 
empowering the Local Authorities to make their assessment for 
<•11 Rating purposes on the New Valuation. 

Further, this Meeting agrees that copies of this Resolution lie 
forwarded to the Prime Minister and the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

S C O T T I S H N O T E S A N D N E W S 

The recent decision of the Glasgow Corporation to use the 
surplus from the Tramway De|>artment for the relief of rates has 
•«H-n the cause of a new Glasgow organisation being formed to 
carry on an educational eam|iaign in opposition to this new 
scheme of Municipal finance. At a preliminary meeting held on 
ruesday, <ith September, representat ives a t tended from a large 
number of c i ty associations and organisations interested in such 
matters. It was unanimously decided to open the campaign 
with a popular demonstrat ion. This will take place in the Citv 
Hall on 30th September, a f t e r which meetings will be be!< 1 in 
the various wards. Councillor Prat t is chairman of the new 
body, which has taken the name of tho "Ci t izens ' Commit tee ." 
and Mr. l 'e ter G. Ritchie. 103. West Regent Street , is aoting as 
secretary. Mr. Alexr. Mackendrick and Mr. . lames Busby 
represent tho Scottish Iveague on the Executive Committee. 

Tho following meetings have been addressed by moni tors of 
the Executive :— 

W. K. Brymor—Mary lull, Ardruesan, Kilwinning. Camelon, 
Stewarton. Kilmarnock, Ayr. l 'ar t ick. College, l-angside. 

William Cassels—[ringside, Springburn. Bishopbriggs. 
John Gordon—( n thcar t . 
Graham Cassels—Marvhill. Part iok. Springburn. 
J a m e s Busbv—Springburn. Bishopbriggs. 

The GLASGOW HKBAI.II of S e p t e m b e r 7 th r epo r t ed t h a t a 
demonstrat ion of Idrigil and other crof ters on the Congested 
Districts Board ' s es ta te of Kilmuir was held on September flth 
on the historic Reallach. a hill overlooking Uig and Idrigil. 
where Henry George made his great speech 2fi vears ago advoea-
t»ng land values taxat ion. Resolutions were passed in favour 

the Scottish Small Holders Bill. 

Arrangements have boon completed for the Lord Advocate 's 
meetings as follows:—CViofl. September 27th ; Camlachie, 
Glasgow. September 21»th ; Bo'noss, October 3rd ; Hamil ton, 
October 6th ; Ayr and Irvine, October 7th ; Lochgilphead and 
Tartiert , tk-tober 1 1 t h : Campbeltown, October 12ti l ; Lingside, 
October 14th. Next month he goes to England to conduct a 
campaign. 

Under the joint auspices of the Scottish Liberal Association, 
the Glasgow l ibe ra l Council, and the Uni ted Committee, a 
meeting will lie held in St. Andrew's Hall, Glasgow, on Octoiler 
13th. Ex-Bailie IVter Burt , J .P . , will lie in the chair and the 
Lord Advocate, the Rt . Hon. Alexander Ure, K G., M.P.. will 
s|K'ak Oil " The I / i rds ' Veto ," " The Relation of lj»nd Values 
to Free Trade , " " Housing and Unemployment . " Reserved 
seat tickets (gentlemen) may lie had on application to the offiivs 
of the Liberal Association at 7, West George Street , Glasgow, 
price 2s. (id. and Is. each. 

Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, SI. P.. is to address a series of meetings 
in Glasgow and district from the |st till the 8th November. 
Tho meetings commence in Blaokfriars and Hutchison on 
November 1st. with Mr. G. N. Barnes, SI.P., the meiiilier, in tin' 
c h a i r ; Maryhill ( l 'ar t ick Division) on the 2nd ; Ayr on the 3rd : 

' Langsidc (East Renfrew) on tho l i b ; a sociul meeting with 
memliors and friends of tho Scottish League on Sa tu rday 
fith ; Camlachie on the 7th ; and Partiek on the Stli 
November. This is Sir. Wedgwood's first canquiign to the 
West of Scotland, where IK- is well known by name as an ardent 
Social Reformer, and disciple of Henry George. Mrs. Wedg-
wood, who aceom|ianies Sir. Wedgwood, will also address one or 
two meetings of Women Liberal Associations. 

A joint meeting of the Executives of tho Inverness Burgh and 
County Associations was hold in the Y.M.O.A. rooms on Saturday 
evening. 3rd September, at S. There was a full at tendance. 
Sir Henry Slunro presided, and was sup|iortcd oil the platform 
bv ex-Bailie Burt, Glasgow, and Sir. J a m e s Busby rc|ircflenting 
tho Scottish l eague for the Taxation of I .And Values: Dr. 
Bruce, president of tho Forres Lilieral Association; Mr. Murdo 
.Mackenzie, J .P . . For res ; Mr. Duncan Slactavish. president of 
the County Lilieral Associat ion; Sir. Donald Noble, secretary of 
the Burgh Liberal Associat ion; ex-Provost Ross, Inverness ; 
Councillor Murray, Sir. Joseph Slaolcod. IJIieral organising 

; secretary, Inverness ; Sir. William Webster, secretary Scottish 
Lilieral Association. Glasgow; Sir. Waddell (Glasgow),and others. 

Tho Chairman, in ofiening the proceedings, said ho l>egged to 
extend to Bailie Hurl and Sir. Busby the hear ty greetings of the 
joint Associations. They wore all pleased to see such stalwarts 
in their midst. Tho business liofore tho meeting was to confer 
with these gentlemen as to the advisabili ty of the proposed 
campaign in the Highlands on the I .and Question, and to consider 
as t<> the profiosal to form a Highland Branch of the United 
Committee for the Taxat ion of Land Values under the auspices 
of t h e U nited Committee. Dr. J ames Dundas White, LL. T)., Sf-P,. 
would address a canijxiign of meetings in the Highlands. 

Sir. Burt then addressed the meeting, |Hiinting out the im-
portance of united effort in the cause which he know they all 
had so much at heart . Sir. Busby followed and explained the 
objects of the League. 

Sir. Joseph Maclcod, Lilieral organiser, explained the proposals 
they had in view, and read ajiologics from the various Liberal 
Associations and pa r ty leaders in the Highlands, all of whom 
offered hear ty supfiort to the projiosal of a course of meetings to 
lie addressed by Dr. Dundas White. 

Dr. Bruce, president of tho Forres Liberal Association, then 
delivered a stirring spis-eh, as did Sir. Sfurdo .Mackenzie, Sir. 
Duncan Slaetavish. ex-Provost Roes, Dr. Hunte r and others. 

It was u l t imate ly unanimously agns-d to apjKiint a commi t tee 
to form a branch of tho L m d Values League in the Highlands. 
Mr. Kenneth Mackenzie was appointed secretary. Sir. Duncan 
Slaetavish president, along with 211 others, including Sir Henry 
Sfunro. Dr. Bruce (Forres), Sir. Murdo .Mackenzie (Forres), Sir. 
Isaac Mackenzie. Sir. Donald Noble, and Sir. M'Donald. 

It was fu r the r agreed to organise a Conference representative 
of tho Highlands on the dual question of the Small Holders Bill 
and the Taxat ion of I juid Values, to be held at Inverness, at 
which the new Organisation would be formally inaugurated. 
It was suggested that the da te of this conference should I*' 
the conclusion of Dr. Dundas White, SLP.'s campaign in the 
Highlands, which commences on October 2<lth, and ends on 
November 10th. The campaign will occupy some 18 days, and 
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extend from Oban to Stornoway, during which Dr. White will 
address some 110 meetings, as follows : 
Octolier 20.—Oban. 

21.—Fort William. 
„ 22.—Newtonmore ut 11 p.m 

22.— Kingussie at 8 p.m. 
24.— Boat of (iarten at !> p.m. 
24.—Diilnan Bridge at 7 p.m. 
24.—Netliy Bridge at H.:tO p.m. 

„ 2T».—Forres at 8 p.m. 
„ 211.— Nairn at H p.m. 

27.—Croy at 8 p.m. (This will include Betty, Ardersier, and 
Cawdor.) 

28.-—Elgin at 8 p.m. 
., 211.—Thurso at 8 p.m. 

31.—Wick at 8 p.m. 
November 1. Ilebusilale at it p.m. 

1.—Brora at 8.30 p.m. 
2.—(folspic at ft p.m. 
2.—Dornoch at 8.15 p.m. 

, 3.—Portmahomack at II p.m. (Inclusive of Feam). 
„ 3.—Tain at 8.30 p.m. 
„ 4.-- Alness at It p.m. 
,. 4.—Invergordon at 8.15 p.m. 

5. Muir of Oril at II p.m. 
„ f>. Dingwall at 8.15 p.m. 
„ 7.—Dnnvcgan. 

8.—Portree at 8. lfi p.m. 
».- Broadford. 

10.—Stomoway. 
A hearty vote of thanks to the visitors and to Sir Henry for 

his conduct in the chair, brought a very harmonious and en-
thusiastic meeting to a close. 

The Glasgow EVKNINO TIM KM of September 7th, remarks :— 
It may Ix' of interest to note, seeing that the Swedish delegates 

were in Glasgow the other day, tha t Sweden boasts a political 
organisation somewhat similar ill character to the Association 
for the Taxation of Land Values in this country. It is known 
as tho Economic Freedom league, and there is to Is- a conference 
at Stockholm this month. The character of the b 'ague is 
indicated by the questions that are to lie discussed. Among 
those there may lie noted " Henry George and the I -and Question 
ill Denmark," " Justice and Charity," " Land Question in 
Sweden," etc. Norway, Finland, and Denmark will 1*' repre-
sented a t the conference. 

are engaged in the work in the Central Division and at Maryhill 
and Polmadie. 

'• L A N D VALUATION : A R E P L Y TO THE L A N D U N I O N ' G U I D E ' " 
has been well taken up bv the Newsagents' trade in the West 
of Scotland, and is now on sal" at all the principal stations, 
bookstalls, and principal booksellers' shops. 

Joseph b-gg.-tt of San Francisco in sending his annual sub-
scription to the Scottish League says:— 

" To say that the work of your League still meets with my 
approval would very inadequately express my sentiments. In 
a letter I received from mv friend, Tom I.. Johnson after his 
return from your side of tlic Atlantic he said: ' I had a great 
trip abroad. The Glasgow bunch deserve a very high place in 
the world movement for the Single Tax. The Scotch are truly a 
great people.' Mr. Johnson and I agree on a great many points, 
but on none more thoroughly than on those stated in this 
quotation. I wish you all abundant success in the grand work 
in which you have accomplished so much in the past and prav 
that vour future may Is- as your past and m u c h more abundant ." 

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING. 

Councillor Alston of the Glasgow Corporation has given 
notice of the following resolution :— 

That, having regard to the facts—-
(1) That the principle of the taxation of land values had 

lieen consistently sup|iorted by the Corporation with the 
view of securing to the city and the ratepayers the benefit 
of such taxation : and 

(2) That the Government are at present collecting, or are 
in contemplation of collecting, information and all relative 
data as to the true valuation of all lands situated in urban 
and suburban districts throughout the country for the purpose 
of such taxation, the Corporation, following out their recog-
nised polioy in regard to this matter, resolve to petition Parlia-
ment to the effect that (lowers Is- granted to all local rating 
authorities throughout the country—county, urban, and town 
councils—to impose and levy on the new valuation an increment 
duty for local purposes, distinct and separate from the incre-
ment duty to lie imposed and levied under the provisions of 
the Finance (1000 10) Act 1010. 

The distribution of the leaflets by the United Committee 
is beginning to create some stir and enthusiasm this side of the 
liorder. TUB GI.ASOOW HERALD, September 17th. 1910, reported 
that :— 

The United Committee for the Taxation of I .and Values is at 
present engaged in publishing and distributing over 300.000.00t) 
leaflets dealing with the Taxation of I And Values in all its aspcets. 
The committee ap|x'iil for support for this effort, lielieving it to 
lie the most certain and satisfactory reply to the b ind Union 
and all other pro-landlord organisations. 

In Glasgow Mr. Roliert Shanks organised a band of workers 
in the Camlochie Division, where the distribution has I teen 
practically carried out. Another band of earnest young men 

Th" following meetings have been held during the past month, 
in addition to that announced in September LAND VALUES:— 
S pt. 12.—Keighley, Sun Street School: W. Thomson. 

.. 17.—The Clock, Thornton Heath : A. W. Madscn. 
,, 10.—"The Delphian Coterie," Cannon Street Hote l : 

F. Verinder (reply to Crofton Black, jun., of the 
" Land Union "). 

„ 24.—Southlields Station : A. W. Madsen. 
.. 25.—Buckhold Road, Wandsworth : A. W. Madsen. 
., 2ti.—Hudderstield Junior Liberal Association : F. Skirrow. 
,, 28.—Poplar labour League : F. Vorindcr, " Taxation of 

lAnd Values." 
,, 20.—Tottenham Women's Liberal Association: F. Ver-

inder, " Women's Interest in the Land Question." 

The |»per read by the General Secretary at the Antwerp 
International Free Trade Congress has now been issued as a 
penny |>amphlet, under the title of " F r e e Trade and Land 
Values." Members are asked to do all they can to bring this 
new |»mplUet under the notice of Free Traders, and to promote 
its sale at Free Trad" meetings. Copies have been sent to all 
th" members of the Cobden Club and of the Eighty Club. The 
pamphlet is on sale at Messrs. W. H. Smith & Sons' Ixiokshops 
and railway bookstalls. 

The General Secretary is attending the Manchester Conference 
on Taxation of I .and Values as delegate for the league. The 
Antwerp pajier is set down, for discussion on Saturday. October 
1st. The Hon. Treasurer and General Secretary have been 
appointed delegates to the Conference on Unemployment, pro-
moted by the I.L.P., on October 7th and 8th. The Conference 
is to be held at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street. 

The annual Henry George dinner will this year be held in 
Manchester, in connection with the Conference. Manv of those 
who usually com? to London for this celebration will lie attend-
ing the Conference. The League has been doing everything 
possibk' to ensure a good attendance a t the Manchester dinner, 
and the Executive has decided that its success will best lie pro-
moted by not holding a dinner in London this year. 

At th" request of the Executive, Mr. Verinder will open a 
discussion, on the lines of his Antwerp paper, at the Essex Hall 
on Monday, October 21th (see below). This meeting should lie 
specially useful to Free Traders who are not yet convinced of 
the iuqxirtanc.' of tho Taxation of I-and Values. 

Mr. II. G. Chancellor. M.I'.. I'n'sid"nt of the b-ague, has been 
compelled to refuse many invitations to sp>ak a t meetings, 
owing to s-rious illness, which has nec-ssitati^l two operations. 
Til ' latest news of Mr. Chancellor is quite gixxl. but he will not 
lx- able to return to full work for some time to come. 

Many public libraries now find a place in their reading rtxims 
f o r LAND VALUES. M e m l i e r s wi l l d o t h " c a u s e a s e r v i c e b y 
inquiring at their hx-al Free libraries whether l.\NN VALUES 
is on the list of |>a|X'rs taken. If a promise to make it available 
to readers can !*• obtained, the b 'aguc will |*«st a eopv each 
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month, immediately on publication, to any Public l i b r a ry . 
Tlie best way of securing this is for some local ratepayer to show 
his interest in the |ni[>er. 

The l eague ' s Lecture Circular for the Season 1910 11 has now 
lieen posted to over 5,000 organisations in Kngland and Wales. 
Ijectures are offered, on easy terms, to any society that can 
promise an audience, irrespective of |K>litics. Many replies have 
already been received, and they come from almost every kind of 
organisation, including many t ha t arc connected with churches. 
It is hoped t ha t some of the Conservative clubs may accept the 
League's offer to send a speaker to ojien a discussion. Invita-
tions would be specially welcomed f rom the Educational Com 
mittces of Co-operative "Societies and f rom Trade Unions. The 
General Secretary once more asks the help of members in his 
efforts to compile a complete list of all the clubs and societies. 
|silitical or other , which arrange lectures during the winter 
months. 

O C T O B E R M E E T I N G S . 
lues. 4.—Mitcliam Women's Liberal Association, :t. The 

Parade, London Road: Kredk. Verinder. "Woman ' s 
Interest in the Land Question," 3.30 p.m. 

Tbur. »>.—West M&rylebone : A. W. Madsen. 
Fri. 7.—Dorking Liberal Association : Mrs. E. R. I'easc and 

Fredk. Verinder. 
Sun. 9.—People's Hall. Goodson Road. Willesden : Frislk. 

Verinder. " My Neighbour's l andmark . " 3.15 p.m. 
Mon. 10.—Sundcrstead : A. W. Madsen. 
Wed. 12.—Sundcrstead : C. J . Cawood. 
Wed. 12.—Whitchurch, Hants : A. W. Madsen. 
Tlnir. 13.—Moreton Street, Pimlico : A. W. Miulscn. 
Fri. 14.—Keighley Liberal Club : Councillor ('. H. Smithson. 
Sat. 15.—Grays Co-operative Society, Assembly Room. Grays : 

Fredk. Verinder, " Land, Taxation and Co-opera-
tion," 7.45 p.m. 

Sun. l(i.—Ruskin Hall. Akerman Road, Brixton (corner of 
Loughborough Road) : A. W. Madsen. 

Mon. 17.—" Thoughts for Thinking Men." St. Philip's Mission, 
Balaam Street, Plaistow : Kredk. Verinder, " Free 
Trade and Land Values," 8 p.m. 

Mon. 17.—Gray's Liberal Association: A. VV. Madsen. 
Tues. 18.—North Kensington League of Young Lils-rals. 92, Ijid 

broke Grove : Lewis H. Berens. " Taxation of I-ami 
Values," 8 p.m. 

Wed. 19.—Ilkeston Division Liberal Association : Fredk. Ver-
inder. 

Thur. 20.—Dulwich league of Young Liberals, Adys Road Schisils : 
Fredk. Verindcr, " Taxation of Ijind Values," 
8 p.m. 

Thur. 20.—West Marvlcbonc : C. J . Cawood. 
Sun. 23.- -St . John's Theological Hostel. Vartrv Road, Stamford 

Hill : Fredk. Verinder (students" meeting). 
Mon. 24.—Public Discussion at Essex (Large) Hall. Essex Strict, 

Strand : to be opened by Fredk. Verinder on " The 
Relation of Taxation of Land Values to Free Trade." 
8 p.m. (Central Council of the League meets in 
Committee Room of Essex Hall at 7.30). 

Wed. 26.—Brixton l iberal Association. 188. Brixton R o a d : 
Frvdk. Verindcr, " Taxation of Land Values," 
8.30. 

Thur. 27.—West Marvlebone : A. W. Madsen. 
Thur. 27.—West Marylebone : A. VV. Madsen. 
Fri. 28.—West S t . ' P a m r a s lilieral and Badical Association: 

Fredk. Verinder. "Taxa t ion of I .a rut Values." 
Mon. 31.—Gray's Liberal Association : A. VV. Matlsen. 

L I T E R A T U R E . 
L E A F L E T D I S T R I B U T I O N . 

Our work is going on st -adily, and 300,000 sets have liccn 
distributed. We have got t o work in over ">0 constituencies. 
Ord"rs keep pouring in, and we have over 100,0011 sets on order 
at the present time. Even-where—in town and country—in 
l ibe ra l or Conservative division—our literature is well r. c iv.-d 
bv all classes. A l i b - n i l ag-n t writes as fol lows: " 1 gladly 
welcome the leaflets,as we want sa in- bad ly .on account of the 
gross misrepresentation being mad" everywhere now upon the 
Taxation of band Values. I will and ran guarantee a systematic 
' h o u s e to h o u s e ' distribution. I shall be (d-ased to become 
a s u b s c r i b e r t o LAND VALUES." 

A N E W P A M P H L E T - F R E E T R A D E AND L A N D 
V A L U E S . " 

Under the above title the U n d Values Publication Department 
has just issued in pamphlet form (Id.) the admirable and con-

vincing )»i|K-r read a t the recent Internat ional Free Trade 
Congress. held at Antwerp f rom August 9 th to 12th. by the 
General Secretary of the English League. Mr. Frederick Verindcr. 
as representing and on behalf of the United Committee for the 
Taxat ion of b i n d Values. The paper, as well as its au tho r ' s 
strong and suitable speech commending it to the a t tent ion of the 
(Vingress, made a great impression on both fr iends and op|ioiients, 
and in its new garb will we are sure IK- welcomed bv our active 
support -rs, and IK- found invaluable for p ropaganda pur|HWes 
at the present stage of our movement . 

In a characteristically clear and practical manner Mr. Verindcr 
demonstra tes b-yond dispute tliat b i n d Values Taxat ion is a 
necessary condition if the accepted policy of Free Trade is to IK-
maintained and completed. Ho mildly warns the ordinary 
British Free. Trader t h a t : " M e r e l y defensive tactics will not 
long avail against the assaults of the jkTKistent, wealthy, and 
scllish interests which look to make their profit from the re-
establishment of Protect ion." As he wisely |iointa out , " the 
abolition of Protection, which we in Great Britain achieved two 
generations ago, is no t tin- same thing as the establishment of 
K'rve Trade ." For, again to use our author 's words, " The 
problem which an aggressive Fro- Trade policy has to face 
is : Given the altolition of all Urns- taxes which hinder the free 
exchange of goods between our own and other countries, and 
which impose burdens upon the materials and processes and the 
results of industry at home, how is a Free Trade Finance Ministci 
to replace the revenue which he is thus called U | H I I I to sacrifice ? 
Our readers will have no doubt as to th" one and only answer t-> 
this practical problem. —L. II. B. 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

AUSTRALIA 

T H E LAND T A X ASSESSMENT B I L L 
T h e BRITISH AUSTRALASIAN of S e p t e m b e r 15th gives a synops i s 

of the most impor tan t provisions of the Australian Common-
wealth Land Tax Assessment Bill, which lias passed its lirst 
reading in the House of Representat ives. In view of the agita-
tion t h a t is In-ing directed against the Finance Act jiasscd in 
April last by the British Par l iament , we have no hesitation in 
reproducing the synopsis as it appears in t he AUSTRALASIAN : 

W H O P A Y S T H E T A X . 

10.—(1) b i n d tax shall IK- payable by the owner of land 
u|Kin the t axab le value of all the land owned by him and not 
exempt f rom taxat ion under this Act. 

(2) T h e taxable value of all the land owned by a person 
is—(a) In the case of an absentee, the total sum of the unim-
proved value of all the land. 

(6) In the case of an owner not lieing an absentee, the 
balance of the to ta l sum of the unimproved value of all the 
land, a f t e r deduc t ing t he sum of five thousand |Kiunds. 

D E F I N I T I O N OK A B S E N T E E . 

(3) In this Act, unless the con t ra ry intention appeals , 
" a b s e n t e e " means a |K.-rson who resides out of Australia, 
and includes 

(а) A person who it absent from Australia a t the da te when 
the ownership of his land for the pur|K»scs of this Act is deter-
mined, or who has I s m absent from Austral ia during more 
than half of the (H-riod of twelve mon ths immediately pre-
ceding t ha t d a t e , unless he satisfies the Commissioner that he 
resides in Australia ; ond 

(б) A company formed outside Australia ; and 
(e) A company of which more than two-fif ths of the shares 

are held by alwcntees. 
ADMINISTRATION. 

The general adminis t ra t ion of the Act is to Is- placed subject 
to the control of the Minister in the hands of a Commissioner 
of Taxes , who c.in delegate his powers to Deputy-Commissioners. 

L A N D O W N E R S ' VALUATIONS AND R E T U R N S . 

14.—(1) For the purposes of the assessment and levy of 
land tax . every tax | iayer shall in each financial year, in the 
prescribed mann- r and within the prescribed t ime, furnish 
returns se t t ing forth a full and complete s t a t e m e n t of all 
land owned by him at n>xin on the th i r t ie th day of J u n e then 
last past , and of the improved value and unimproved value 
of every parcel thereof, with sutili otlu-r p a r t i c u l a r as arc 
prescribed. 
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(2) J ii addi t ion to tlie returns specified in the last preceding 
sub-section, every person, whether a t axpayer or not , shall, 
as and when required by t he Commissioner, make such fu r the r 
or o ther re tu rns as t he Commissioner requires for the purposes 
of this Act. 

C O M M I S S I O N E R MAY A S S E S S . 

16.—(I) The Commissioner may , if, as, and when he thinks 
tit, make or cause to l>o made valuat ions of any hind. 

When a t axpayer makes defau l t in furnishing a re turn , 
or the Commissioner is no t satisfied wi th a re turn made, 
the la t ter may assess the land, and the tax is levied on t he 
assessment subjec t to ap| ieal . 

N o M O H T O A O K D E D U C T I O N . 

(27) No deduct ion from the unimproved value of any land 
shall Ix. allowed in respect of any mortgage to which land is 
sub jec t , or in re«|ieot of any unpaid purchase money, and a 
mor tgagor shall be assessed and liable for land t ax as if he 
were the owner of an unencumbered es ta te . 

L A N D O W N E D B Y C O M P A N I E S . 

(1) All land owned by a company shall laa deemed (though 
no t to the exclusion of the liability of the company or of other 
| iersons) to l>o owned by the shareholders of the company as 
jo in t owners , in the proport ions of their interest in the paid-
u p capi tal of the company . 

A P P E A L S . 

(40) Any tax|>aycr may within the prescribed t ime ap|>eal 
to a .lustice of the High Court against any assessment by the 
Commissioner in resjiect to bis land. 

A C Q U I S I T I O N OK ( T V » K B V A I . N W > L A N D . 

(44) For t he protect ion of the revenue against the under-
valuat ion of land, if the Commissioner is of opinion t h a t the 
owner of any land has, in a re tu rn furnished under this Act , 
unders ta ted the unimproved value of the land, the following 
provisions shall apply : 

(rt) The Commissioner may app ly to the High Court for a 
declarat ion that the Commonweal th is ent i t led to acquire land 
under this Act. 

(6) The application shall lie hea rd by a Jus t i ce of the High 
Court , w hose decision shall lie final and without appeal , and the 
owner of the land shall lie ent i t led to lie heard , 

(c) If the Jus t i ce 
(i.) i s satisfied t h a t the owner has unders ta ted the unim-

proved value of the land ; a n d 
(ii.) Is n o t satisfied tha t the underva lua t ion was not made 

wilfully with a view to evading taxa t ion , he shall make the 
declara t ion applied for. 

(il) T h e r e u p o n ' the Governor-General may acquire the 
land on behalf of the Commonweal th , and for tha t purpose 
may , within a reasonable t ime, by proclamat ion declare that 
the land is vested in the Commonweal th , but subject to all 
leases, mortgages, and other charges affect ing the land. 
Subsections of this section provide that the owner shall Id-

entif ied to compensat ion for this land iqxm the basis of t he 
improved value ob ta ined by adding t he fa i r value of t he improve-
ments to the unimproved value s t a t ed in the re turn . The 
Commonweal th may then offer the land to the S t a t e in which 
it is s i tua ted at the sum payable to the owner, or if the S ta t e 
d o e s not require the land the Commonweal th may use the land 
for public pur)x>se or dis)x>se of it. 

D R A S T I C P E N A L T I E S . 

The following drast ic penalt ies for undervalua t ion or evasion 
are also to lx< Imposed : — 

65. ( I ) Any person who. with in ten t to de f r aud , in anv 
return unders ta tes the unimproved value of any land, shall 
lx> guil ty of an offence. 

T h e I D E A L Pol icy 
llHl' ID IT 

The CITY LIFE A S S U R A N C E COMPANY, Ltd. 
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AQINTS WAHTID. K C I H 1 N T PROSFICtS. 

Penal ty : Five hundred [xjunds, and , in addi t ion, an amoun t 
equal to treble the a m o u n t of t a x which would h a v e been 
evaded if t he value s t a t ed in the r e tu rn h a d been accepted 
as the unimproved value of the land. 

(2) Where the value s ta ted in the re tu rn is less, by 25 per 
cent um, or more, t h a n the value assessed by the Commissioner, 
the value shall Ix- deemed to liave been unders ta ted wi th intent 
to def raud until the contrary is proved. 

(0(5) Any person who, by any wilful act , defaul t , or neglect, 
or by any f raud , a r t , or contr ivance whatever , evades or 
a t t empt s to evade assessment or t axa t ion , shall be guilty 
of an offence. 

P e n a l t y : Five hundred pounds, and in addi t ion thereto 
an a m o u n t equal to treble the amount of the t a x or assessment 
payment whereof he has evaded or a t t e m p t e d to evade. 

T H E P E N A L T Y O F C O N F I S C A T I O N . 

07. - ( ' ) Where any t axpayer is convicted of a n offence 
under ei ther of the two preceding sections of which f raud 
or in tent to def raud is an element in relat ion to a n y land or 
interest owntd by him, the Commissioner m a y recommend 
to the Governor-General tha t the land or interest , or any par t 
thereof, Ix- forfeited to the Commonwealth. 

(2) Thereupon the Governor-General may . by proclamat ion , 
declare that t he land or interest of the t axpayer , or any pa r t 
thereof, is forfeited to t he Commonweal th. 

A I D I N G A N D A B E T T I N G . 

(tilt) Whoever aids. alx;ts, counsels, or procures, or by a c t 
or omission is in any way directly or indirectly knowingly 
concerned in the commission of any offence under this Aot, 
shall be deemed to have commit ted t h a t offence, and shall be 
punishable accordingly. 

C O N T R A C T S TO K V A D R T A X . 

(50) Eve ry contrac t , agreement , or a r rangement made or 
entered into in writing or verbally shall so far as i t has or 
purfiorts to have the purpose or effect of in any way directly 
or indirectly 

(n) Altering the incidence of any land t a x ; or 
(fc) Relieving any )x-rson from liability to pay any land tax 

or make any re turn ; or 
(c) Defeating, evading, or avoiding any d u t y or liability 

inqxised on any jx-rson by this Act ; or 
id) Prevent ing the operat ion of this Act in any respect 

lx- alisolutefy void, but wi thout prejudice to its val idi ty in 
any o ther respect or for any other purpose. 

N E W Z E A L A N D . 

A R e n t e r message f rom Wellington, da ted Sep tember 8 th . 
s ta tes t ha t Sir Joseph W a r d , the Pr ime Minister, has introduced 
a Rill to ex tend the exist ing methods of acquir ing and occupying 
Crown lands. A provision is included authoris ing the Crown to 
lease private lands voluntari ly or compulsorily for t he purpose 
of sub-lett ing small areas. Only large unimproved es ta tes of 
the value of £40.000 and upwards will be so taken. A reduction 
is made in the a rea of lands which may be acquired by Crown 
tenants . The leasehold tenure is preserved in all land under 
the Land for Se t t lement Act , and in National Endow ment lands 
set aside to endow old ago pensions and educat ion. The option 
of freehold is given on all o ther Crown lands. 

N E W SOUTH W A L E S LAND SETTLEMENT. 
The TIMES of J u l y '26th had a long article from a Sydney 

corres|x>ndent on the Government jxilioy in New South Wales. 
" The land set t lement proposals ," said tho eorres|x>ndent. 
" are the cream of the Premier 's speech as tho merest enumerat ion 
will show. To widen the area of sett lement the Premier proposes : 
(a) to open up as soon as jxissiblo two large districts still owned 
bv the State—l' i l l iga ' Scrub ' and the land west of Wyalong. 
aisuit four million acres in all : (b) to continue the policy of 
resumption by purchase, enlarging it bv alkiwing tho State 
Savings Rank to buy up owtates on behalf of would-be settlers 
of the right sor t . " 
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B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A . 

T H E S I N G L E T A X I N V A N C O U V E R . 

Much attention is being attracted in Canada and the United 
States to Vancouver, British Columbia. Some years ago that 
litv exempted buildings, by 50 |>er cent, of their ,-alue, from 
taxation. This experiment met with success, and later tlu- build-
ing exemption was raised to 75 per c nt. On March 2nd, 1(110, 
the Vancouver City Council totally abolished all taxation "ii 
improvements, and to-day is raising all revenue from land value 
alom. 

The result lias been eminently satisfactory, an I the follow ing 
extracts liearing on the situation are worthy of perusal. 

The first is from a letter in th- BRITISH \\ KEKI.V of Stli 
s'ptomber, from the Rev. Professor Anderson Scott, M.A. 
t'amb.), who is in Vancouver: 

There are nearly a thousand motor-cars in Vancouver, and 
probably not a score of private chauffeurs. That gives a mea-
sure both of the abundance of monny an 1 the scarcity of labour. 
The labour offices are advertising for labourers at a wage of ten 
•.hillings per d a y ; and skilled workers in many trades can get 
more. But it is tho hnniworkeran' i the navvy for whom there is 
demand. Tlie man with the black coat an 1 the soft hands has 
n i more openings and no better pay (the difference in the cost 
of living being taken into account) than in the Old Country. 

If one were to ask some of the leaders of local polities what 
were the further causes of its prosperity, they would at once 
refer to the "s ingle t a x " and the principle of taxing unearned 
increment on land. Vancouver has been working with these 
partially for the last fifteen years, and now has adopted them 
without reserve. All the municipal services, and they are more 
numerous and better performed than in many English towns, 
are sup|H>rted by the proceeds of a tax which is called " single 
U cius : it is a tax on land alon \ not on the land and buildings. 
And the land is re-assessed at short intervals, so that the com-
munity loses little time in drawing its share of the enhanced 
value which, according to tho theory, is largely due to the growth 
and energy of the community itself. Other towns have adopted 
the system wholly or in part. Prince Ru|iert. the destined 
terminus of the Grand Trunk Pacific, has adopted it from the 
beginning. But none of the others approaches Vancouver in 
importance ; none is more satisfied with its success. The tax 
is at the rate of twenty-two mills, which works out at about 
sixpence in the pound on the capital value of the land. The 
system is attracting attention and enquiry from economists 
and municipal governments all over the continent. The official 
reply to all enquiries is that the " Vancouver ex|ierimont." which, 
indeed, may no longer IK- regarded as an experiment at all, has 
resulted in such a rapid upbuilding of the city that no one, not 
even the extensive landowner, has any desire to return to the 
former non-progressive scheme of taxation. The benefit to the1 

citv is seen in part in the de-termination of the owners of land 
to put it to the l«-st possible use. Undeterred by the- fear that 
the capital cost of improvements will become the basis of future 
.assessment, they build with a new freedom ; they readily 
" s c r a p " old buildings, and already much of the old property 
in the heart of the city has been replaced by structures of a very 
different kind. On the other hand, those- who are not prepared 
to make economic use of their sites are discouraged from " hold-
ing them up." Urban land that is unproductive the com-
munity soon beceimes too expensive for the owner to ke-ep. Ir 
some d i r e c t i o n s the system works inequitably. Churehes and 
charitable institutions situated in industrial eiistricts may find 
their sites assessed on industrial values when they have n o c o r n • 
spending opportunity of increasing their revenue. If they are 
not to be driven from such districts, some modification in their 
favour will IK- required. But while it is difficult to apportion the 
credit for Vanex>uver's prosperity among the various contributing 
e-auses, the voice of the |e>oal authorities would claim a large share 
for the " -ingle tax ." 

T h e n f r o N t h e P O R T L A N D ( O R E O O N ) f -MWU'R P R K S ? : 
Now comes the consequences. Vancouver has in seven months 

done- more building than in the year previously. It ha- made 
the Canadian Pacific agree- to improve its waterfront with one 
tti the inoe-t magnificent quay and wharf systems on the conti-
nent. It has e*ompc!kd the adjoining suburbs to swing into line 
for s greater Vancouver, and they will go tei the nex' Parliament 
for A charter allowing en'ire exemption e.f improvements, th-
recall anil the initiative. 

Victoria, the rival city, is eagerly after the same kind of a tax 
•vstcm. To retain her large busin-hs houses she must promise 
the same exemptions as Vancouver. To secure more invest-

ments and improvements and more workers and home builders 
she must assure them that from a little evvrelcss oversight there 
are still some t a x e s levied on improvements, but that next year 
they will be entirely dons away with. Most assuredly ! 

A n d f r o m t h e S I M S \ N E ( W A S H I N U T O K ) H J HAI.U : 
The Mavor and other officers of the Vancouver Government 

report that exemption from taxation o! improvements is proving 
an attractive feature to manufacturers. The iel-a of total 
exemption from taxation on factories, machinery, &o„ is 
regareleel a.s better than a bonus, and industry is Iving elrawn 
to the city. The Mayor reports that those in the c immunity 
opjsised to the- Henry George ielca are very few, so few as to be 
inconsequential. 

The Mayor and oflii-ers interested in the report maintained 
that taxation on land value* was adjusted to a nicety and with-
out friction. The Council conohided that to tax improvements 
is to tax and discournge industry. In answer to the argument 
that an office building, being a revenue produe-er. should not 
e-sea|K> taxation while- a vacant lot next t-> it bore- the burden, 
it was said that the- proximity of the oflioe building increase-el 
the value of the land next to ii, whereas the tax on the land 
discouraged speculative values nnel the holding of vu-int lots. 
The result was more buildings anil a reduction of rent*. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 
LABOUR PARTY'S MANIFESTO. 

Wo have receive el from a correspondent a copy of the South 
African Labeitir Party's (Durban Branch) Manifesto to the ck-eteirs 
at the election of ineinlx-rs for the Union Parliament just con-
cluded. Under the heading " T a x a t i o n " it says: "Thisshould 
bear equally so as to give no man an advantage, or put any at a dis-
advantage, as compared w ith others. Hence all taxes II|KIII lalxuir. 
the products of labour, iinel the earnings of lalxiur. should Is-
gradually abolished, thus leaving sactcel to the inelivielual all 
that belongs to the- individual, and taking for revenue purposes 
tha t which belongs to the community, viz.. the value that 
attaches to land by the- growth of the community. This is our 
ultimate aim." Under " Labour " tin- manifesto prex-eeds:— 
" As lane! is the mother of all wealth and lalxiur is the father, we 
aelvex-ate the abolition of lanel monopoly by tin- aforesaid prin-
ciples of taxation, thus, by freeing the natural opportunity, 
creating conditions which will attract a fn-e- white population ; 
also, we advexjate- the prohibition of the- importation of e-ontrae-t 
labour, white or coloured, a general Workmen's Compensation 
Act, State- Insurance, anil old age pensions, general eight hours' 
dav or a 48 hours' week, proper safeguards for the health of 
workers iu mines and factories, prohibition of Sunday labour 
where practicable." 

DENMARK 
ANNUAL MEETING OF T H E DANISH HENRY GEORGE 

SOCIETY. 
The Danish Henry Geeirge Socie-ty lie-Id their Annual Meeting 

at Odcnse on Sunday, 1 Ith Septe-mber, 11)10. It was attended 
by 160 representatives, the largest numlx-r that has yet Ixje-n 
pn-se-nt at any annual me-oting of the- Society. Mr. Rrauele, the 
chairman, reporte-ei that the Society now had 2299 members and 
51 centres ; during the year 101) members had join -el, and four 
now centres had Ixx-n established. 

A Committee of 15 tne-mlx-rs was ap|iointed as follows: -
llrs. Villaels Christe-nsen and C. N. Stare-ke, Me-ssrs. A. Be-nnikc, 
S. Berthelson. K. Bjcrring. P. Ellckjaer, H. Hansen, J . Jense n, 
J . E. Lmgo. K. U n t w n , K. J . Molle-r, Chr. Olse-n, F. Rasmussen, 
A. Vcdel anil Miss Dr. R. Petersen. Mr. ami Mrs. J . L Bjonie.-r 
were apgxiintcd Secretaries of the- Sex-iety and of tin- Commit te-e-. 
The Committe-e- was cm (low ered to adminisU r the- Fels Fund, anil 

direct the work in ooQDeotios with it. Furtlier to issue a paper 
for the Sexjiety under the editorship of Mr. K. J . Moller, to be 
sent to members along with the journal RET. 

HENRY GEORGE CELEBRATION AT T H E LA NORLAND 
HIGH SCHOOL 

After the meeting <•( the Society a t Odensc, a two days' Henry 
G o r g e Convention was hole) nt t h e Lingelauel High S c h o o l , 

on the 12th and 13th September, with Mr. Tango as president. 
Vleln-Hsc* wore delivered by Dr. Starcke on Free Trade and the 
I^»nd Question : by Mr. P. Ellekjaer on Agriculture and the 
Taxation of Lmd Values; by Mr. P. Larsen, Oelstykkc, on the 
II nrv George Mm mi nt abroad ; Mr. B nniokc on Sir George 
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(ircy, Mr. Brande on Interest, Mr. Vedel on English l'ulitics, 
und Jacob E. b inge on the Henry George Movement in Denma rk. 

At the close of the proceedings a resolution w as passed declaring 
the community's right to the land values created by the com-
munity, advocating the Taxation of Land Values, and urging 
as a tirst step the careful carrying out of the trial valuation 
passed in the last session of Parliament. 

Addresses were sent to the Women's Associations, anil tile 
Temperance and Peace Organisations, asking their co-operation 
in the work of the Society. 

Moth the Society's meeting and the proceedings of the Con-
vention were well reported. The local paper had 12 columns of 
matter, and upwards of 50 papers had reports, among them 
all the Copenhagen pa|iers except S O C I A L D E M O K H A T E N . 

S W E D E N . 

T H E WORK OE T H E ECONOMIC FREEDOM LEAGUE. 
B y J O I I A N H A N S S O N . 

The ideas of Henry George have been known in Sweden since 
the middle of the "eighties." At that time " Progress and 
Poverty " was published, and also " Social Problems." Some 
few years later "Protec t ion or Free T r a d e " was translated. 
The books do not seem, however, to have attracted very much 
attention. Some few (iconic were trying to do something for 
the new thoughts, but they soon got tired. When nt the 
end of 1004, I began to interest people in the taxation 
of Land Values, 1 did not know about any other friends of the 
reform. I wrote newspaper articles regularly, and also some 
iiamphlct*. About 1000 some small Land Reform societies came 
into being. Through the influence of an opportunist politician 
some of them from the very start began on wrong lines, merely 
on lines represented by the German Land Reform Association. 

Of course I could not in such cases take a large interest in 
their work. They gradually died out. 

Last year the Economic Freedom league was started on 
Radical anti-monopolistic lines with the taxation of Land Values 
and abolition of direct and indirect taxation upon labour 
products as its chief aim. 

Although illness has prevented me from putt ing all my power 
into the work as President of the League, public attention has 
Is en directed to a considerable extent to our efforts. 

Here is shortly put what we have been doing:— 
Wo have published:— 
1. A pamphlet about Land Values Taxation in New Zealand, 

32 pages (2,000 copies). 
2. An outline of Social Economics by Jakob E. Lange, of 

Denmark, 180 pages (2,000 copies). 
a. An outline of the principles of justice, by Dr. Sevcrin 

Christensen, 08 pages (2,000 copies). 
4. Five leaflets. 4 pages each (together 26.000 copies). 
5. The publication of our periodical, " Budkarlcn," in all 

13 numbers, 16 and '27 pages each (each edition from 
1,000 to 2.500). 

ti. Six different circulars to various organisations, asking 
them to co-operate with us (Trade Unions, Temperance and 
Co-operative Societies); several thousand copies. 

7. Twelve lectures printed as manuscripts, with rules for the 
lecturers and information about literature on different subjects ; 
altogether about 4,500 copies. 

S. Bought up the remainder of the edition of Henry George s 
" T h e Condition of L a b o u r " (2.700 copies), translated b y j o h a n 
Hansson. Price reduced 40 |ier cent 

0. Bought up unsold copies of three pamphlet- by Johan 
Hansson : together «I* nit 1,500 copies. Price reduced 50 per cent. 

10. Regular newspaper articles and news to sonic 30 |ia|icrs 
in all parts of the country ; at the lieginning published every 
month, now issued oftener. 

11. Special articles written chielly by Johan Hansson in 
different papers. 

12. The lecture campaign will Is- further devclojs-d. U-ctures 
have been held by several persons, but it has not lieen possible 
to get any figure's of the numbers used. The printed lectures 
have lieen read at a considerable amount of meetings, especially 
in temperance societies, 

13. On the basis of the printed lectures we were last spring 
beginning to organise courses in Social Ethics and Economic 
Reform. They were successful. It was possible to get the 
people to attend meeting after meeting until the whole pro-
gramme was gone through (12 lectures). Every evening there 
was nn opportunity given for questions 

1 i A I -1 -- i I . . . , **n«, 4 I , . t i m i t l inn> i l i n v 
, , and discussion. 

14. A big Convent ion lasting three days was held at Stockholm 
September 10th— 18th. 

P R O S P E C T O F F U T U R E W O R K . 
1. There is in course of publication a new edition of Henry 

George's: " Protection or Free Trade." 
2. A small book by Dr. Franz Oppenheimer, about the relation 

between Landlordism and Capitalism. 
3. A book about Wages and Land, by Johan Hansson. 
4. A Land Value Catalogue. 
5. Several new lectures and leaflets. 
(I. In the autumn and winter several lecturers will, we hope, 

lie continually occupied. 
7. Preparations are made for courses of lectures in many 

places. 
The Conservative Press is attacking us in every possible way. 

They see in our League and our work a foe and a danger. Nearly 
every day something is appearing in this Press against us, and 
it is interesting to see that the Press on the other side, on its own 
initiative, is beginning to defend our cause. In last Parliament 
a tax " r e f o r m " was carried by the Conservative Government, 
which was a step back. Tho pressure of w ork in Parliament 
prevented the more progressive elements from seeing the real 
nature of what was done. We protested strongly, and we are 
still protesting, with the effect that several of the papers and 
leading politicians are beginning to see that they were wrong. 
We have got much discussion about Land Values Taxation 
lx-cause of this incident. With regard to legislation, we are now 
struggling for valuation of land and Land Values Taxation for 
municipal purposes. A third aim is tariff reduction, for which 
we have most of the progressive forces on our side. 

FRANCE. 
INTERNATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT CONGRESS. 

The International Conference on Unemployment held in Paris 
last month was attended by Mr. Fels and Mr. I .ester as represent-
ing the United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values. 
The Conference was opened by Monsieur l i o n Bourgeois, the 

, Minister of Finance, and was' attended by representatives of 
various organisations from all |mrts of the world. 

Statistics, l a b o u r Exchanges, and Insurance against Unemploy-
ment were the subjects discussed, so that from the point of view 
of those eager to define the cause and show the cure the sittings 

I gave but small satisfaction. 
Mr. Joseph Fels, in his usual trenchant way, took every oppor-

tunity allowed him of making this clear, and from time to time 
his bombshells disturbed the calmness of the deliberations. 
He expressed the view that registration offices only raised 
those who had fallen into unemployment, instead of pre-
venting the fall. Tlie Labour Exchanges did not create 
work; in England they had only moved the unemployed tc 
other places, thus throwing other men out of work. " There is 
not enough employment for all the workers," he declared, 
" it is not. therefore, lack of apprenticeship which leads to 
unemployment. The rivalry of nations hinders reciprocity in 
the matter of finding work. ' The land question is at the bottom 
of unemployment." He was opposed to any scheme of insurance 
against unemployment. They first created unemployed and 
tlien insured the victim. 

The Hon. A. Kirkpatrick. Agent-General in London for South 
Australia, agreed that the land monopoly was the cause of 
unemployment; even in Australia then- was unemployment, 
but preventive measures had liecn taken, including a progressive 
land tax. 

FORMATION OF SINGLE-TAX LEAGUE. 
An interesting incident of the visit was the formation of a 

French Single Tax b-ague. Monsieur George Darien. of 40, 
Rue Taine, Paris, has for some time Is -n taking steps in this 
direction, and took the opportunity of Mr. Fels's visit to invite 
him to meet those with whom he had got into touch. The out-
come was that some forty men and women met in the Grand 
Hotel, and a league was'formed, under the title of b i t.igue 
Francai.se |K>ur 1'lmpAt Unique. It will thus IK- seen that the old 
name chosen In the physiocrats of the lieginningof the nineteenth 
century has been chosen for the new league, the literal translation 
1 icing, of course. Single Tax b-ague. It was resolved at once to 
take 1111 office and to publish literature including cheap editions 
of th- works of Henry George translated into French, as a 
first step towards a vigorous campaign. A sum was offered by-
Mr. Fels towards the first cost of this work, with the offer to 
duplicate any money that mav be collected over and above. 

We heartily congratulate Mr". Fcls on this latest piece of good 
ptxqiagundii. 'and send our best wishes to our new-found friends 
across the Channel. 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH. 

Progress. 

For m a n v y e a r s t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues w a s a 
voice c r v i n g in t h e wi lde rness . T o - d a y t h a t voice 
spoke w i t h t h e a u t h o r i t y of l aw. W e look f o r w a r d 
to a b r i g h t f u t u r e . T h e y a s k e d for t a x e s on o u r b r e a d . 
We h a v e g i v e n t h e m t h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues , a n d 
the more t h e v p re s s u s t h e s t e r n e r will b e o u r r ep ly . 
It would b e d i f f icu l t t o o v e r - e s t i m a t e t h e s ign i f icance of 

th is s t a t e m e n t m a d e b v Mr. M c K e n n a . Fi rs t L o r d of t he 
Admira l ty , a t P o n t y p o o l on O c t o b e r 2 4 t h . Mr. M e K e n n a 
has been fo r m a n y y e a r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e F r e e T r a d e 
' nion. w i t h t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e pol icy of d e f e n d i n g F r e e 
Trade, w h i c h t h e U n i o n m a i n t a i n s . Now Mr. M c K e n n a 
has b r o k e n a w a y f r o m t h a t n t t i t u d e . a n d m a d e one of t he 
boldest s t a t e m e n t s a b o u t t h e f u t u r e po l icy of t he G o v e r n -
ment t h a t h a s e v e r been m a d e . N o t h i n g r o u l d be m o r e 
sa t i s f ac to ry . T h e p r inc ip le of F ree T r a d e is a g a i n fully 
alive a n d a c t i v e . W e h a v e a g a i n a F ree T r a d e m o v e m e n t 
" h i c h shou ld n e v e r s t o p un t i l a h u n d r e d p a i n f u l a n d v e x i n g 
p rob lems a r e so lved in t h e c o m p l e t e a n d s u b s t a n t i a l f r e e d o m 
•hat is neces sa ry for t h e c o n t i n u e d ex i s t ence of soc ie ty . W i t h 
'he T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s a s t he a l t e r n a t i v e t o Tar i f f 
Keform. a s t h e a l t e r n a t i v e t o Smal l O w n e r s h i p , a n d to in-
numerab le i ne f f ec tua l s c h e m e s of social r e f o r m , we m a y 
indeed look f o r w a r d t o a b r i g h t f u t u r e . T h o u g h t on t h i s ques -
tion is ripening w o n d e r f u l l y in t hese t imes . T h e o t h e r d a y we 

rece ived a l e t t e r f r o m a m a n in an in f luen t i a l pos i t i on 
s a y i n g : " It is e x t r a o r d i n a r y h o w p e o p l e a r e c o m i n g o v e r 
to t he new l a n d t a x e s a s a resul t of a l i t t l e knowledge . I 
s t a r t e d bv o p p o s i n g t h e m m v s e l f . " T h i s is still the t i m e 
for p a t i e n t , s t r e n u o u s work in e d u c a t i n g t h e peop le for t h e 
n e x t s t eps . We m a y c a r r y on th i s w o r k w i th all the 
a s s u r a n c e a n d e n t h u s i a s m which i t s pas t success jus t i f ies . 

The Working of an Idea. 

L o r d G e o r g e H a m i l t o n lias w r i t t e n a l e t t e r to t he S e c r e t a r y 
of t he C i ty C o m m i t t e e of t h e Free T r a d e U n i o n , res ign ing 
his pos i t i on a s a m e m b e r of t h a t b o d y . In his l e t t e r lie 
c o m p l a i n s t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t h a v e m a d e a c o n t i n u a n c e of 
F r e e T r a d e f i n a n c e a n d t a x a t i o n imposs ib le . " Rail a s is 
t h e i r p o l i c y , " h e savs . " the s p e e c h e s de l ive red in i ts d e f e n c e 
a r e worse ; for t he u t t e r a n c e s of t h e L o r d A d v o c a t e , t he 
first law officer of S c o t l a n d , a r e those of a f r e e b o o t e r , r a t h e r 
t h a n a Free T r a d e r . " I t s e e m s imposs ib l e to p r e d i c t 
w h e r e t h e a c t i v i t y of H e n r y G e o r g e ' s i d e a will s top . T h e 
p rocess of s e a r c h i n g m e n ' s h e a r t s a n d t h o u g h t s , of t e s t i n g 
t h e i r real a f f in i t i e s goes s t e ad i l y on . I t is on ly now begin-
n i n g t o a p p e a r how deep ly t h e p a r t i e s a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
w h i c h were s u p p o s e d to be in f a v o u r of p rog re s s a n d d e m o -
c r a c y h a v e been p e r m e a t e d a n d ming led w i t h ideas t h a t 
a r e b a s e d on pr iv i lege . Our idea is s t ead i ly w i n n i n g in t h i s 
fight. L o r d George H a m i l t o n a n d those w h o are s u p p o s e d 
t o be on the s ide of F r e e T r a d e in t he full sense of the w o r d 
were n e v e r on o u r s ide . T h e i r f o r m a l d e s e r t i o n f r o m w h a t 
is a f t e r all a C o n s e r v a t i v e c a m p t o t he s ide of r eac t ion a n d 
pr iv i lege is a l t o g e t h e r s a l u t a r y . T h e y were a l w a y s t h e r e in 
sp i r i t a n d in f luence . T r u t h a n d h o n e s t y c a n be m o r e c lear ly 
r ecogn i sed now t h a t t h e y a re g o n e t o t h e i r p r o p e r places. 

The Hopeless Task of Unionists . 

T h e MORNING POST is p e r h a p s t h e m o s t a s s i d u o u s a n d 
p a t h e t i c of t he n e w s p a p e r s in i t s e f f o r t s t o ral ly t he 
U n i o n i s t forces . I t is w a r m l y s u p p o r t i n g t he new " Re-
veil le " m o v e m e n t , t h e o b j e c t s of w h i c h we publ i sh in 
a n o t h e r c o l u m n . T h e sad p l igh t to which t h i s m o v e m e n t 
h a s been r e d u c e d m a y be in fe r r ed f r o m t h e fo l lowing 
r e m a r k s of Mr. P a g e C r o f t . M.P . . w h i c h a p p e a r e d in a n 
i n t e r v i e w in t h e MORNING POST o n O c t o b e r 1 4 t h . " T h e 
' R e v e i l l e , ' " he says , " c a l l s u p o n t he c o u n t r y g e n t l e m e n , 
a m o n g o the r s , t o do s o m e t h i n g . E v e r y vi l lage squ i re can 
get u p a l a n t e r n l ec tu re o r a m e e t i n g , a n d c a n f o r m a c o m -
m i t t e e . If t he peop le w i th a s t a k e in t h e c o u n t r y fail n o w 
t o c o m e o u t t o f igh t , t h e y will h a v e v e r y l i t t le to light for 
on t h e n e x t o c c a s i o n . " These r e m a r k s i l l u s t r a t e t h e w e a k -
ness of t he U n i o n i s t pos i t ion . W h a t h a v e the vi l lage 
s q u i r e s t o l ec tu re a b o u t ? On w h a t g r o u n d s a r e t h e y t o 
fight? T h e y can on ly say in a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d or i n d i r e c t 
m a n n e r t h a t l a n d l o r d i s m h a s been a b less ing to the life of 
t he peop le , a n d th i s t he people k n o w to be a b s o l u t e l y false. 
W h e n t he p e o p l e w i th t he s t a k e in t h e c o u n t r y , to use 
Mr. C r o f t ' s f r a n k confess ion , t r y t o p e r s u a d e the people 
w h o h a v e been d e p r i v e d of the i r s t a k e in t h e c o u n t r y t h a t 
the p r e s e n t s t a t e of a f f a i r s is good , we a r e n o t a b i t a f r a i d 
of t h e i r success . L a n d l o r d i s m is shee r i n ju s t i c e , a n d t h e 
p a r t y which chooses l a n d l o r d i s m as i t s f i gh t i ng g r o u n d 
h a s chosen a n u n f a t h o m a b l e bog . 
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Change in Spirit. 
Once u p o n a t i m e it was s a t i s f a c t o r y enough t h a t t he 

poli t ical a f fa i rs of a p rosper ing I ' n i t ed K i n g d o m should he 
admin i s t e r ed in t u r n by Tor ies a n d Whigs , wi th ve ry m u c h 
t h e s a m e m e t h o d s and pr inc ip les of g o v e r n m e n t : who 
succeeded one a n o t h e r a l m o s t mechan ica l ly , fighting 
exci t ing electoral ba t t l e s over n o t h i n g in pa r t i cu la r , a n d 
never t roub led wi th t he t h o u g h t t h a t t h e result real ly 
m a t t e r e d one way or t he o the r . I t is t o t h a t era of pol i t ics 
t h a t t he E d i n b u r g h speech belongs. N o w we m u s t t a k e 
our pol i t ics m u c h more ser iously . Our old uncha l lengeab le 
s u p r e m a c y has passed a w a y . 

Th i s f r a n k t e s t i m o n y to t h e c h a n g e t h a t has come over 
pol i t ics is encourag ing . I t a p p e a r e d in a special a r t ic le in 
thcMoBNiNO POST dea l ing wi th Mr. Ba l fou i ' s speech in E d i n -
b u r g h . We h a v e no des i re t o rejoice over t h e d i scomf i tu re 
of t h e r e a c t i o n a r y a n d < ' onse rva t ive forces. We feel a 
g rea t deal of s y m p a t h y in a personal sense wi th those men 
who a re vainly s t r i v ing t o s t a y t h e progress of tho m o v e m e n t 
foi economic f r e e d o m . T h e y m u s t u n d e r g o t h o u s a n d s of 
h u m i l i a t i n g exper iences , b u t we a r e n o t incl ined on this 
a c c o u n t t o a b a t e t h e s l igh tes t m e a s u r e of ou r a c t i v i t y in 
press ing f o r w a r d t h e pol icy which h a s b r o u g h t th is serious-
ness in to poli t ics , a n d t he d e m o r a l i z a t i o n in to t he r a n k s of 
those who s u p p o r t a n d propose to e x t e n d privi lege. T h e r e 
c a n n o t be r e l a x a t i o n for o n e i n s t a n t . Th i s is b u t the 
beg inn ing of a work which is to relieve the oppressed , a n d 
p r e v e n t for ever the o u t b r e a k of the na r row I m p e r i a l 
sp i r i t wh ich lias e x h i b i t e d itself t oo o f t e n in t he h i s to ry 
of our E m p i r e . 

Tory Misrepresentations. 
A t a Meet ing of the Counci l of the York Conse rva t ive 

Associa t ion, held in York o n S e p t e m b e r 30 th . Mr. C. E . 
E l m h i r s t m o v e d a reso lu t ion d i s a p p r o v i n g of " the m e t h o d s 
of conf isca t ion b y t a x a t i o n " of t he Rad ica l G o v e r n m e n t , 
H e w e n t on to ridicule t h e V a l u a t i o n scheme. A m o n g 
o t h e r t h ings he said he bel ieved t he N o r t h E a s t e r n R a i l w a y 
h a d received no fewer t h a n 32,000 s e p a r a t e f o r m s to fill up . 
T h e y took the bul l b y the ho rns , a n d r e t u r n e d the lot w i t h o u t 
filling in a line. T h e fo l lowing d a y Mr. A r t h u r G. S tevenson , 
E s t a t e Agent of t he N o r t h E a s t e r n R a i l w a y , wro te t o t he 
P r e s s s ay ing : 

The c h a i r m a n of t h e York Conse rva t ive Associa t ion 
is r e p o r t e d to h a v e s t a t e d a t a Conse rva t ive m e e t i n g a t 
York y e s t e r d a y , t h a t t he N o r t h E a s t e r n R a i l w a y Com-
p a n y h a d rece ived 32,000 new land t a x fo rms , a n d h a d 
t a k e n the bull by t he h o r n s b y r e t u r n i n g the lot , w i t h o u t 
a s t roke u p o n t h e m , on the g r o u n d t h a t a s they were a 
pub l i c c o m p a n y f o u n d e d b y s t a t u t e all t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
r equ i r ed was a l r e a d y in t he h a n d s of the G o v e r n m e n t . 
Th i s s t a t e m e n t is en t i re ly incor rec t . T h e C o m p a n y h a s 
n o t received, I a m glad t o say , a n y t h i n g a p p r o a c h i n g 
32,000 forms. T h e y h a v e n o t ' r e t u r n e d the l o t ' nor 
h a v e they been so foolish as to allege t h a t t he i n f o r m a t i o n 
was a l r eady in t he h a n d s of the G o v e r n m e n t . T h e y a re 
a t p r e s e n t in nego t i a t i on w i t h t he I n l a n d R e v e n u e Depa r t -
ment wi th a view to a r r a n g i n g a s y s t e m of r e t u rn s which , 
while g iv ing t he D e p a r t m e n t all the i n f o r m a t i o n which 
t h e y requi re , will cause t he leas t possible t rouble to the 
c o m p a n y . The In land R e v e n u e a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e t h r o u g h -
ou t d i sp layed a desire to meet t he c o m p a n y fair ly in the 
s e t t l e m e n t of w h a t is, no d o u b t , a di f f icul t p rob lem. 
A t t h i s - s a m e mee t ing a t which Mr. E l m h i r s t m a d e the 

incor rec t s t a t e m e n t , Mr. .1. G. B u t c h e r , K.C. , M.P. , r ep roved 
the G o v e r n m e n t of m i s r ep re sen t a t i on . " W h e n I c o m p a r e , " 
he sa id , " the fac ta in the F inance Act a s passed in t h e 
S t a t u t e Book wi th the f a c t s a s t h e y were represen ted to the 
•people, 1 say the r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s were u n w o r t h y of Br i t i sh 
s t a t e s m e n , a n d a s canda l to the m e n who made the in . ' ' 
These o p p o n e n t s of the B u d g e t m a k e line s p o r t on the s a m e 

p l a t f o r m , the one m a k i n g a m i s - s t a t e m e n t a n d the o ther a 
few minu t e s la ter wax ing i n d i g n a n t over t h e al leged mis-
s t a t e m e n t i of o thers . 

"Conquering Consumption." 
Like o ther free g i f t s of N a t u r e , we d o n ' t g e t our share 

of f resh air unless we fight for i t a n d p a y for i t . Like 
o ther necessit ies of existence, i t goes wi th t h e land, and 
where a u y one ge ts too m u c h l and s o m e b o d y else is goiny 
to get too li t t le air, no t t o m e n t i o n food a n d o the r in-
c identa ls . This i sn ' t Soc ia l i sm—it ' 0 S a n i t a r y Science. 
This is an e x t r a c t f rom a book with t he a b o v e t i t le bv 

Dr. Woods Hu tcheson . Dr. H u t c h e s o n ' s s t a t e m e n t in-
d ica tes t h a t t he medical profession is t u r n i n g i ts a t t en t ion 
ser iously t o the d iscovery of causes a n d to the i r removal , 
and devo t i ng less t i m e to va in a t t e m p t s a t amel iora t ion 
The re a re people who t h i n k it the i r d u t y to p r o t e s t t h a t the 
land ques t ion is n o t eve ry th ing , b u t the n u m b e r of people 
who a re beginning t o a d m i t t h a t the land car r ies a wonderfu l 
m u l t i t u d e of th ings wi th it is r ap id ly increas ing . Indeed 
it will soon he diff icult to find a n y o n e who will c o n t e n d that 
a n y social evil is unconnec ted with t h e use a n d adminis -
t r a t i on of land. 

Unemployed Teachers. 
On Oc tobe r 11th there was an in te res t ing discussion on the 

pos i t ion of unemployed t eachers a t the mee t ing of the 
L o n d o n Coun ty Council . Mr. W a l t e r Reyno lds s t a t e d t h a t 
on the suggest ion of Mr. Sidney W e b b , the Council en tered , 
in 1902, on a scheme under which a larcre n u m b e r of young 
people were induced to t ra in as school teachers , the t ra in ing 
being au tho r i sed b y the Council , a n d pa id for o u t of the 
ra tes . These y o u n g people h a v e now equ ipped themse lves 
a s teachers , wi th the resul t , as Mr. George L a n s b u r y said, 
t h a t a t t h a t m o m e n t the Council h a d a t i t s doors top 
h u n d r e d s of people w h o m t h e y h a d t r a ined , a n d for whom 
t h e y h a d abso lu te ly no e m p l o y m e n t . " The t w o remedies 
which seemed to suggest t hemse lves to the Council were, 
first of all, the proposa l to reduce t he size of t he c lass-s 
which on an ave rage con ta ined 45"2 scholars, a n d secondlv 
t h a t , a s there were some fifty t h o u s a n d uncer t i f ica ted 
t eache r s in the e l e m e n t a r y schools of the e o u n t r v , the 
Board of E d u c a t i o n should insist u p o n the dismissal of some 
of these, a n d the e m p l o y m e n t in the i r s t e a d of d u l v cer-
t i f ica ted teachers , a r e m e d y which would n o t r emove the 
evil , b u t would s imply change i ts v ic t ims . 

W e c a n learn f r o m th i s scheme of Mr. S idnev W e b b t h a t 
i t is a v e r y unwise a n d a v e r y cruel policy to influence and 
in te r fe re wi th the n a t u r a l course of e m p l o y m e n t b v subsidis-
ing t r a in ing for a n y special cal l ing by publ ic a u t h o r i t y . 
The a c t u a l resul t of th i s e x p e r i m e n t shows t h a t Mr. W e b b ' s 
scheme was abso lu te ly m i s t a k e n a n d u n s o u n d . N o t h i n g 
more need be said a b o u t it . Over aga ins t these nar row 
views a b o u t looking a f t e r the in te res t of one class a n d dis-
rega rd ing the in te res t s of all, t he re is t he b r o a d a n d 
un iversa l f a c t t h a t e m p l o y m e n t for teachers , doc tors , 

j bui lders , tailors, a n d engineers d e p e n d s abso lu te ly on the 
e m p l o y m e n t a n d prosper i ty of the i r p a t r o n s a n d cus tomers . 
The idea t h a t e m p l o y m e n t can be increased b y t ra in ing , 
t h a t the race c a n be e leva ted b y t ra in ing, while the t ra ined 
persons are dep r ived of tho scope a n d g round on which to 
exercise their na t ive a n d acqu i red abi l i t ies is u t t e r l v false. 

Burden of the Rates. 
Mr. W . P e t e r Rv lands , a Di rec tor of the P e a r s o n & 

K n o w l e s Coal a n d Iron Co., L t d . . W a r r i n g t o n , speak ing 
a t t h e a n n u a l mee t ing of shareho lders on S e p t e m b e r 22nd. 
said t h a t du r ing t he past yea r t h e y h a d paiil in r a tes the 
s u m of £13,000, a n d in t axes s o m e t h i n g over £4.000, before 
t h e y were al lowed to a r r i ve a t piof i ta for the y e a r . 
Mi. R v l a n d s took the o p p o r t u n i t y to refer to t h e " insidious 
c a m p a i g n in f a v o u r of Socia l i sm." a n d to t h e preference 
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«h ieh foreign c o m p e t i t o r s e n j o y e d b e c a u s e t h e y h a d not 
to c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e r a t e s . T h e s e a r e c h e a p a r g u m e n t s , 
or appea l s t o p r e j u d i c e , fo r a bus ines s m a n t o m a k e a t a 
business m e e t i n g . If Mr. R y l a n d s h a d a n y in te l l igen t 
• Icsire to s a f e g u a r d t h e i n t e r e s t s of h i s c o m p a n y p e r m a n e n t l y 
lie would t u r n h i s a t t e n t i o n se r ious ly t o t h e q u e s t i o n s of 
ra tes a n d m i n e r a l roya l t i e s . 

Wrong Methods of Encouraging Industry at Nott ingham. 

The N o t t i n g h a m a n d D e r b y s h i r e M e r c h a n t s ' a n d T r a d e r s ' 
Association p e t i t i o n e d t h e C i ty Counci l on S e p t e m b e r 3rd 
against the M a y o r ' s sch me t o p r o m o t • t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
lace f ac to r i e s in t h e c i t y . A l t h o u g h t h e y r ega rded it a s im-
jHirtant t o i n q u i r e w h y m o d e r n lace fac tor i i s a r e bu i l t ou t -
side r a t h e r t h a n ins ide t he c i t y l imi t s , t h e y t h o u g h t t h a t all 
indus t r ies s h o u l d be t r e a t e d in t h e s a m e w a y . The M a y o r 
s t a t ed t h a t h e h a d r ece ived m a n y l e t t e r s f r o m lace m a n u -
fac tu re r s of t h e c i t y t h o r o u g h l y a g r e e i n g w i t h h i s p roposa l s . 
" His idea w a s n o t t h a t t h e m u n i c i p a l i t y s h o u l d o w n fac-
tories, b u t t h a t i t s h o u l d p r o v i d e v a c a n t p ieces of l a n d it 
possesses a s s i tes , a n d if nece s sa ry , p r o v i d e c a p i t a l a t 
m o d e r a t e i n t e r e s t t o p r i v a t e p e r s o n s w h o w o u l d bu i ld r ea l ly 
u p - t o - d a t e f a c t o r i e s . ' 

This is a n o t h e r case of a m u n i c i p a l i t y b e i n g a s k e d t o 
mend t h e c h i n a w h i c h i t is engag . (1 in b r e a k i n g . H i g h r a t e s 
and high p r i ce s for l a n d a r e t h e c a u s e of f a c to r i e s l e av ing 
the cities. T h e T a x a t i o n of L a n d V a l u e s w o u l d re l ieve t he 
fac tor ies of the. b u r d e n of r a t e s , a n d w o u l d p r o v i d e all 
the ava i l ab l e s i t e s a t t h e c h e a p e s t poss ib le r a t e . T h a t is all 
t h a t the mi l l - owne r s go t o t h e o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s t o o b t a i n . 
If t he M a y o r a n d Counci l of N o t t i n g h a m c a n p r o v i d : t h e n ; 
wi th these t h i n g s , t h e y m a y r e a s " t o w o r r y a b o u t t h e p ro -
vision of c a p i t a l . 

Land Values in Berlin. 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e P A L L MAI.L GAZETTE of S e p t e m b e r 2 9 t h . 
the h i s to r ic Tenvpe lhofe r F e l d h a s been sold, a n d a g rea t 
f ight is go ing o n in t h e G e r m a n P re s s . " N e v e r a g a i n will 
the p i e k t d so ld ie r s of G e r m a n y p a r a d e be fo re t h e i r E m p e r o r 
on thos^ g r o u n d s ; n e v e r a g a i n will t h e E m p e r o r l e ad t h e m 
back t h r o u g h Ber l in a m i d s t t h e p l a u d i t s of h i s a d m i r i n g 
sub jec t s , a f t e r t h e p a r a d e is o v e r . " Ber l in h a s g r o w n 
r o u n d a b o u t t h e field, a n d i t is now in d e m a n d fo r t he 
bui ld ing of houses . I n 1820 i t w a s p u r c h a s e d b y t h e A r m y 
Council for £1 ,000. I t h a s now b e e n p u r c h a s e d b y t h e 
l i t t le c o m m u n i t y of T c m p e l h o f for £3 ,600,000, a n inc rease 
of £3,596,(X) > w i t h i n 90 y e a r s . W h o is t h e " f r e e b o o t e r " 
here ? 

" Unionist Forward M o v e m e n t ' 
of Stalwart*. 

The weak-kneed policy 

•lust be fo re Mr. B a l f o u r ' s Mee t ing in E d i n b u r g h on 
Oc tobe r 7 t h , t h e y o u n g T o r i e s m e t in L o n d o n t o f o r m u l a t e 
Hie po l i cy of t h e n e w " R e v e i l l e " m o v e m e n t . Lord 
W i l l o u g h b y d e B r o k e sa id t h i s po l icy w a s to a t t a c k R a d i c a l -
ism all a l o n g t h e l ine, a n d t o e x p o s e t h e Soc ia l i sm t o 
which i t is so c lose ly w e d d c I. T h e p r o g r a m m e was se t 
fo r th u n d e r t h e fo l lowing f ive h e a d s : — 

1. D E F E N C E . — M a i n t e n a n c e of t h e s u p r e m a c y of t he 
N a v v a n d a u a d e q u a t e A r m y . The. n a v a l p r o g r a m m e 
t o be c o m p l e t e d , if n e c e s s a r y , b y a n a v a l l o a n . 

2. TRADE REFORM.—A scientific, tar iff t o be f r a m e d 
for t h e d e f e n c e of Br i t i sh i n d u s t r i e s a g a i n s t u n f a i r 
fore ign c o m p e t i t i o n , c o u p l e d w i t h a s c h e m e of i n d u s t r i a l 
i n s u r a n c e . 

3. EMPIRE UNION.—Imper i a l P r e f e r e n c e for t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t r a d e p a r t n e r s h i p t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
E m p i r e t o lie i m m e d i a t e l y i n i t i a t e d . 

4. LAND REIOKM.—Smal l o w n e r s h i p for wh ich faci l i t ies 
m a y lie g r a n t e d t o w o r k i n g m e n t o p u r c h a s e l a n d on e a s y 
t e r m s , w i th t h e a s s i s t a n c e of G o v e r n m e n t c r ed i t . 

5. POOR LAW REFORM t o m e e t m o d e r n c o n d i t i o n s . 

This p r o g r a m m e has all t h e m a r k s of o ld age a n d d e c a y 
a b o u t i t . I n s p i t e of t h e d i f f u s e e f f o r t s of t h e Tor ies , 
h o w e v e r , t h e pol i t ica l issue h a s been n a r r o w e d d o w n t o 
q u e s t i o n s of t a x a t i o n a n d l a e d t e n u r e , a n d we a t t r i b u t e 
t hose s p a s m o d i c flights t o t h e f a r t t h a t t h e y a r c g e t t i n g t h e 
wors t of it on t h i s g r o u n d . 

An 0b;e : t Lesson front Stepney From £ 1 1 2 to £30,000. 

T h e s t o r y of t he rise in v a l u e of t h e S t e p n e y E s t a t e of 
t h e Mercers ' C o m p a n y , a d e n s e l y - p o p u l a t e d a r e a of s o m e 
s e v e n t y - l i v e ac res , l"t a t a n o m i n a l ren t for a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p u r p o s e s in t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , r e a d s like u r o m a n c e . 
T o - d a y it vi Ids in g r o u n d r e n t s £30 .000 a yea r , t h o u g h 
d e v e l o p m e n t on ly b e g a n w h e n the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
h a d e n t e r e d on i ts first d c a d e . T h e l and , a l o n g w i th 
a n o t h e r p o r t i o n in B u c k i n g h a m , w a s lef t in 1518 b y 
Colet to t he Merce r s ' C o m p a n y in t r u s t for t he f o u n d a t i o n 
of S t . P a u l ' s School . At t h e t ime t h e t o t a l ren t roll 
of t he e s t a t e w a s £122 Os. l i d . , w h i c h b y 1880 h a d 
g rown t o a b o u t £12.000 » y e a r . Of th i s on ly £3 .000 
w a s yie ld d b v t he f a r m l a n d s in B u c k i n g h a m . T o - d a y 
t h e t o t a l y ie ld is ove r £30 ,000 a yea r , t h o u g h r e n t s f r o m 
t h e B u c k i n g h a m f a r m s a r e less t h a n t h e y were in 1880. 
T h e rise in v a l u e since 1880 h a s b e e n b r o u g h t a b o u t b y t h e 
fa l l ing- in of leases, a n d t he c o n s e q u e n t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of 
g r o u n d r e n t s of £1 p e r p lo t i n t o r a c k r e n t s of b e t w e e n 
£10 u n d £18 pe r h o u s e . A n d the p rocess will c o n t i n u e , 
for o t h e r s ix t een y e a r s h a v e to c laps be fo re the c o m p a n y 
will h a v e r e a c q u i r e d t he whole of t he e s t a t e . At p re sen t 
it is u n d e r s t o o d t h a t a b o u t £30,(*K) pe r a n n u m is be ing 
d i v i d e d b e t w e e n t he bovs ' a n d girls ' schools of S t . P a u l ' s , 
in t h e p r o p o r t i o n of t w o - t h i r d s to t he f o r m e r a n d o n e - t h i r d 
t o t h e l a t t e r , b u t m u c h of t h e p r o p e r t y is in a n unsa t i s -
f a c t o r y c h a r a c t e r , a n d w i th th i s in view all excess of 
i n c o m e o v e r £30.IKH) is be ing a c c u m u l a t e d to fo rm a s ink-
ing f u n d for a genera l s c h e m e of i m p r o v e m t nt t h a t 
c a n n o t long be d e l a y e d . 
T h e ESTATES GAZETTE of S e p t e m b e r 3rd told th i s in te r -

e s t i n g s t o r y a b o u t t he e a s t e r n d i s t r i c t of L o n d o n . I t 
is n o t o f t ° n we ge t c o m p a r a t i v e figures e x t e n d i n g so far b a c k 
a s t h e v d o in th i s case . I t is a n e l o q u e n t s t o r y of w h a t 
l a n d l o r d i s m m e a n s , s h o w i n g h o w the g r o w t h of a g r e a t 
c i t y ca r r i e s w i t h i t r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n m a n a n d m a n 
t h a t t e n d to b e c o m e more u n e q u a l a n d u n j u s t , w h e n h a s ' d 
on p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y in l a n d . T h a t dense ly p o p u l a t e d a r e a 
in S t e p n e y which a t one t i m e p l a y e d a n ins ign i f ican t p a r t in 
o u r n a t i o n a l life, n o w t u r n s o v e r f r o m o n e set of peop le 
w h o a r e o v e r w o r k e d t o a n o t h e r se t w h o h a v e no mora l t i t l e 
t o i t . t h e v a s t s u m of £30 .000 a y e a r . T h i s is a n i m p o r t a n t 
f a c t o r in t h " h i s t o r y of L o n d o n which a c c o u n t s for m a n y 
r e p u g n a n t f e a t u r e s of t h e g r e a t c i t y ' s life. 

The Land Problem in Italy. 

T o r r e A n n u n z i a t a , a t o w n of 25.0O0 i n h a b i t a n t s at t h e 
f o o t of Vesuv ius , h a s p r o c l a i m e d a gi nera l s t r i ke a s a 
p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e e x o r b i t a n t r e n t s charg i d b y the l and-
lords . T w e n t y s t r i k e s h a v e been d e l a n d t h e r e d u r i n g 
t h e last f o u r y e a r s r e s u l t i n g in a v i c t o r y for t h e s t r i ke r s , 
bu t e a c h t i m e t h e l a n d l o r d s h a v e s ir.cd t h e occas ion t o 
ra ise t h e w a g e - e a r n e r s ' r e n t s , t h o u g h t h e d w e l l i n g - h o u s e s 
a r e u n s u r p a s s . d in all I t a l y for t h e i r f i l t hy a n d i n s a n i t a r y 
c o n d i t i o n . Now wi th n b ig ris • in food p r i c e s t he t o w n s f o l k 
r e f u s e to p a y the r n t . a n d h a v e ris n rn n ass, d e m a n d i n g 
t h i r t y p e r c e n t , r e d u c t i o n . T h e y h a v e cove red t h e d o o r s , 
w i n d o w s a n d ba l con i e s of t h e hous? s w i t h f l a r ing p o s t e r s , 
on which a r e inscribi d the w o r d s , " D o w n w i t h t h e ba i l i f f s , " 
" D e a t h t o t h e l a n d l o r d s . " 
T h i s r e p o r t a p p e a r , d in t h " DAILY CHRONICLE of O c t . 

2 2 n d . A few d a y s ago t he TIMES h a d a long a r t i c l e 
d s c r i b ing t he visit of t he I t a l i a n P r i m e Min i s t e r to Nap le s , 
in ord -r t o in spec t t h e w r e t c h e d h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h 
a m o u n t e d t o a p u b l i c s c a n d a l . 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 
" We would (Imply take for the community what belonga to 

the community—the value that a t taches to land by the (rrowth 
of the communi ty ; leave sacred to the individual all that 
belong* to the Individual ."—Henry George. 

THE VALUATION AND ITS PROMISE. 

It, is imposs ib l e t o c a t c h all t h e m a r k s of g r o w t h t h a t 

a t t e n d t h e p r e s e n t m o v e m e n t t o w a r d s f r e e d o m . L ike t h e 

s p r e a d i n g of l i gh t w i t h t h e d a w n , l ike t h e c o m i n g in of 

s p r i n g , l ike t h e r e t u r n of h e a l t h , t h i s m o v e m e n t g r o w s — 

s i l e n t l y , s t e a d i l y , j o y o u s l y , e v e n a m i d s t s t r i f e . P r o g r e s s 

is t a k i n g p l a c e in d e e p a n d h i d d e n w a y s n o less t h a n in 

t h o s e t h a t a r e o p e n a n d v is ib le . In s p i t e of c o m p a r i s o n s 

w i t h c e r t a i n t h i n g s t h a t h a v e o c c u r r e d in t h e p a s t , n o t h i n g 

l ike th i s h a s e v e r h a p p e n e d in B r i t i s h h i s t o r y , or in t h e 

w o r l d ' s h i s t o r y . F o r m IV. is in m a n y r e s p e c t s l ike o t h e r 

s c h e d u l e s t h a t h a v e been i ssued b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s of 

I n l a n d R e v e n u e . In one r e spec t i t is q u i t e u n l i k e t h e m . 

B e h i n d i t t h e r e is t h e w e i g h t of a p r i n c i p l e t h a t e x t e n d s 

t h r o u g h e v e r y p a r t of life, t o u c h i n g a n d m o v i n g h u m a n 

fee l ings a n d r ea son in a m a r v e l l o u s w a y . 

Men h a v e been w r o n g e d b y l a n d l o r d i s m ; t h e y h a v e b e e n 

c r u s h e d b e n e a t h i t s we igh t for c e n t u r i e s , fo r t h o u s a n d s of 

y e a r s , a n d n o w u g r o w i n g n u m b e r see a n d feel t h a t t h e e n d 

of th i s o p p r e s s i o n is in s i g h t . T h e v a l u a t i o n h a s o n l y 

t o u c h e d l a n d l o r d i s m , a n d a l r e a d v it is so re a n d u n e a s v . 

O n e b y one t h e v i c t i m s of t h i s s y s t e m will r ecogn i se v a l u a -

t i o n as t h e i r f r i e n d a n d l i b e r a t o r ; in a few y e a r s mi l l i ons 

will r ecognise it. L o r d H u g h Cecil r e f e r r e d t o t he B u d g e t 

l a s t y e a r a s " a r e h e a r s a l of t h e D a y of J u d g m e n t . " l i e 

p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t t h i s r e h e a r s a l , b u t a s t h e B u d g e t s e t t l e s 

d o w n t o w o r k , t h e p e o p l e t a k e a k e e n e r a n d m o r e a p p r o v i n g 

i n t e r e s t in i t . T h e y h a v e n o o b j e c t i o n t o t h e a n t i c i p a t i o n 

of t h e d a y of j u d g m e n t , t o t h e c h a n g e in i t s d a t e f r o m t h e 

first, ages of e t e r n i t y to t h e p r e s e n t y e a r s of t i m e ; t h e v 

h a v e no o b j e c t i o n t o h a s t e n i n g t h e a d v e n t of all t h o s e 

f r u i t s of r i g h t e o u s n e s s a n d p e a c e t h a t a r e sa id t o wai t 

on t he h o l d i n g of t h a t g r e a t a n d s e a r c h i n g i n q u i r y . T h e v 

k n o w t h e y h a v e n o t h i n g to lose, a n d t h e v a r c possessed bv a 

s h r e w d a n d in te l l igent c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e y h a v e m u c h t o 

g a i n , f r o m c e r t a i n q u e s t i o n s a s k e d w i t h a u t h o r i t v a n d 

p u r p o s e . As t h i s d a y of j u d g m e n t , t h i s y e a r of v a l u a t i o n , 

w e a r s on , a s it c o m e s r o u n d a g a i n a n d a g a i n , s o m e d a r k a n d 

c r i m i n a l pol icies will b e r e v e a l e d . T h e u n p a r d o n a b l e sin 

a n d fol lv of a l l owing l a n d l o r d i s m to r ide w i th i ts h e a v y 

h o o f s o v e r i n d u s t r y , o v e r m e n a n d w o m e n , t o rack r e n t s o u t 

of the i r l i fe 's b l o o d , t o s h u t u p l a n d a g a i n s t t h e i r l a b o u r , t l ie 

e q u a l l y s in fu l a n d fool ish po l i cy of t a x i n g h o u s e s a n d food , 

will b e c o m e a p p a r e n t . T h e s e pol ic ies , no i sy a n d sub t l e 

n o w in t h e i r o w n de fence , will b e iden t i f i ed a s t h e causes 

of i n n u m e r a b l e evi ls u n d e r w h i c h m e n su f fe r . T h e y will be 

c o n v i c t e d , si lenced a n d d a m n e d . 

T h e r e shou ld be 110 m i s t a k e . T h e p r i n c i p l e of t he 

B u d g e t m a k e s t h e wides t a n d s t r o n g e s t a p p e a l t o t h e 

c o u n t r y . T h e bas i s of t h a t a p p e a l is t h e u n i v e r s a l ex-

p e r i e n c e of t h e peop le . A p a r t f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e is 

n o t o n e r e a s o n a b l e a r g u m e n t a g a i n s t a s ingle t a x on l and 

v a l u e s for t h e p u r p o s e of ra i s ing a n a m o u n t e q u a l to all ou r 

p r e s e n t r e v e n u e , t h e r e is t h e r e a s o n a b l e i m p a t i e n c e of t h e 

c o u n t r y wi th t h e p r e s e n t , w r e t c h e d c o n d i t i o n s . If we 

succeed in y o k i n g th i s s e n t i m e n t in t h e c o u n t r y t o t h e 

m a c h i n e r y of v a l u a t i o n , m o s t of o u r g r e a t h o p e s m a y be 

real ised wi th in a few yea r s . E v e n t s a r e fu l l of p romi se . 

Mr. L l o y d George , in h i s C i ty T e m p l e speech , d i s c u s s e d in a 

se r ious m a n n e r t h e s u p r e m e p r o b l e m of p o v e r t y . H e d id 

no t sugges t a r e m e d y , b u t lie s u g g e s t e d w h e r e t h e roo t of t h e 

mischief lav . T h i s is a g r e a t s t e p in a d v a n c e . T h e 

impre s s ion m a d e b y t h e s p e e c h m o r e t h a n jus t i f i e s i ts 

d e l i v e r a n c e . It j u s t i f i e s t h e se r ious d i scuss ion of t h e 

s a m e s u b j e c t on t h e s a m e lines b y e v e r y wise po l i t i c i an . 

W e h a v e been to ld t h a t th i s q u e s t i o n d o e s no t i n t e r e s t m a n y 

people , t h a t it is n e c e s s a r y to d i s p l a y a n i n t e r e s t in s o m e 

t w e n t y q u e s t i o n s w h i c h as m a n y sec t i ons of t h e c o m m u n i t y 

r ega rd a s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t . W e c a n now a p p l y t h e t e s t 

of e x p e r i e n c e to t h e s e s t a t e m e n t s . I t is n o w e igh t een 

m o n t h s s ince t h e B u d g e t w a s i n t r o d u c e d , a n d w h a t o t h e r 

pol ic ies h a v e eve r p r o v i d e d so m u c h g e n u i n e m a t e r i a l fo r 

h u m o r o u s a n d se r ious d i scuss ion '! W h a t o t h e r po l i cy h a s 

m a i n t a i n e d a n d i nc r ea sed t h e i n t e r e s t of t h e peop l e , or m a d e 

t h e m feel t h a t it w a s but t he b e g i n n i n g of a n e w a n d g r e a t 

m o v e m e n t wh ich would g ive t h e m m o r e a n d m o r e sa t i s f ac -

t i on as it p r o c e e d e d ? 

. lust a s t h i s is t h e po l icy t o r e v i v e a n d c o n s o l i d a t e t h e 

fo rces of p r o g r e s s , so is it t h e po l i cy t o c o n f o u n d a n d 

d ' i no ra l i s • t h e fo rces of c o n s e r v a t i s m a n d r e a c t i o n . It is im-

poss ib le t o r ead t h e s p e e c h e s of e x t r e m e Un ion i s t speake r s , 

o r t he a r t i c l e s in e x t r e m e Un ion i s t p a p e r s , w i t h o u t p i t y 

a s well a s a m u s e m e n t . T h e r e is a s t e r n t u g - o f - w a r on 

b e t w e e n t h e fo rces of p r o g r e s s a n d t he fo rces of r e a c t i o n . 

T h e f o r m e r , well o n t he w i n n i n g side of t he line, sit firm 

a n d e a s y 011 t h e solid g r o u n d w h i c h t h e B u d g e t h a s p r e p a r e d 

fo r t h e m ; t h e l a t t e r h o p on a n d off e v e r y piece of d e m a g o g i c 

pol icy w h i c h is le f t for t h e m t o t a k e u p . N o w it is p a y -

m e n t of m e m b e r s , now fede ra l h o m e ru le , a n d now land fo r 

s m a l l o w n e r s . In t h e i r d e s p a i r t h e y q u a r r e l a m o n g t h e m -

se lves a b o u t e v e r y one of t h e m . Not one of t h e m , no t al l 
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,.f them toge the r , c an c o m p a r e wi th t he s imple va lua t i on 
of land in its p o w e r of a p p e a l to the c o u n t r v . 

Therefore, le t us ho ld to th i s policy ; let us deve lop it. 
The va lua t ion is full of possibi l i t ies still undiscovered bv 
it- a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a n d by the mass of the people. In itself 
it provides t he m e a n s of r e s t r a in ing a n d de s t roy ing the 
encroaching a n d f a t a l power of l and lo rd i sm. Then there 
n th" ques t ion of t a x a t i o n . Mr. Ure h a s been charg, d wi th 
being a Single Taxe r , a n d he h a s m a d • it p la in t h a t he is no t . 
Mr. Ure is p e r f e c t l y r i g h t a n d pe r fec t ly jus t i f ied in do ing this . 
But we a re Single Taxe r s . We bel ieve t h a t our land a n d 
tax laws a r c u t t e r l y pe rve r se , u t t e r l y c o n t r a r y to even-
sound and n a t u r a l pr inc ip le , a n d , a s a m a t t e r of i m m e d i a t e 
practical poli t ics, we d e m a n d t h a t e v e r y pennv of r evenue 
to be raised shal l be raised on t h e basis of land va lue . There 
.ire those w h o t h i n k t h a t some d serv ing m e m b e r s of the 
c o m m u n i t y a re ind i rec t ly benef i ted or shel tered b v t a x e s 
on food, houses a n d incomes, t h a t some are benef i t ed b y the 
wi thholding of l and . I n d u s t r y , i n d u s t r i o u s men . a rc tied 
up unde r l and lo rds by res t r ic t ions , leases a n d c o n t r a c t s 
of var ious k inds . The re a r e those w h o believe t h a t the re 
in a s anc t i t y a b o u t those c o n t r a c t s which mus t be respcet d . 
There will be n o n e in t he d a y of j u d g m e n t , when i t is fully 
eome. In a c o m m u n i t y which d e p e n d s on i n d u s t r y — a n d 
there is no c o m m u n i t y t h a t docs n o t — a c o n t r a c t which 
in t"r fcres w i t h i n d u s t r y is t he oppos i t e of sacred . The 
moment it ceases to be cons i s ten t wi th the in t e re s t s of 
indust ry i ts s a n c t i t y is gone . U n d e r the p resen t laws 
• on t r ac t s t a k e the first p l a c e a n d i n d u s t r y t he second . 
All t h a t will be a l t e r ed bv t h e Va lua t ion . The benef ic ia r i r s 
of t l r ' c on t r ac t s , who fond ly believe t h a t t h e y a re s u p p o r t e d 
by the c o n t r a c t s , live on b r e a d and the o t h e r f r u i t s of the 
indust ry w h i c h t h e y do so m u c h to de s t roy . If t he con-
t rac t s are so essen t ia l , let t h e m ea t th<m, let th< m c lo the 
and house t h e m s e l v e s in t h e m . 

The V a l u a t i o n is a r e v o l u t i o n . No r evo lu t ion w a s eve r so 
necessary. H e r e is a recent a n d typ ica l e x a m p l e of w h a t 
is don~ in t h e n a m e of business , a n d of w h a t m u s t be 
u n d o n e . T H E ESTATES GAZETTE of O c t o b e r 2 2 n d h a d a 

short a r t ic le on " H o u s i n g in Yorksh i re Mining D i s t r i c t s . " 
In the H e m s w o r t h Dis t r ic t to the s o u t h as t of Wakef ie ld 
the rapid d e v e l o p m e n t of coal min ing h a s g i v n rise to a 
house f a m i n e . T h e medica l officer of t he d i s t r i c t " r epo r t ed 
tha t in s o n v cases s ix teen a n d S"ven t"en a d u l t s hnd to live 
in the s a m e house , a smal l m i n e r ' s co t t age wc pri s u m " , 
a n d the resul t h a s been in a t least one ins tance the o u t b r e a k 
of enter ic f " v e r . " The GAZETTE goes on to s u p p o r t t h e 
p e r p e t u a t i o n of th i s pol icy . " Once a m i n e . " it says . 
" is e x h a u s t e d or a b a n d o n e d , the village t h a t h o u s <1 i ts 
workmen b e c o m e s worse t h a n valueless, a n d it is the re fore 
only to be e x p e c t e d t h a t whoever e rec t s miners ' h a b i t a t i o n s 
will h e s i t a t e to a d o p t a n y p l a n s a d d i n g ser iously to the i r 
cost , and a b s o l u t e l y no compuls ion w h a t e v e r can be app l i ed 
to the o w n e r of a mine or a f a c t o r y to compe l h im to h o u s -
the h a n d s for whom he provides the means of livelihood. . 
Wh 'n one is bu i ld ing no t for a n age , b u t lor a single gi*n -ra-
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t ion of t h i r ty y e a r s or so i t is d i f f icul t indeed to 

c o a x cap i t a l i s t s i n to finding f u n d s for ideal g a r d e n s u b u r b s . " 

Th i s is the vi -w which governs " bus in ss " policy in these 
m a t t e r s to -day . It will be no t i ced t h a t the landlord , the 
minera l r en t s a n d royal t ies , a re a l t o g e t h e r left o u t of th i s 
view . The life of the mine m a y be shor t or long, but t h e y a re 
to 1) • pa id in full . Not a p n n y w o r t h of coal w ill come ou t 
of t he mine w i t h o u t t he l abour of the miners , bu t they a re to 
live s even teen in a house , whil • t h e l and lord m a y h a v e seven 
cast I s , several of taltich m a y have as m u c h accomnu d a t i o n 
a s a min ing vil lage. Bus iness is to lie fac i l i ta ted by over-
c rowding the men , who are the very bon s and mar row of 
business , by hous ing tlieni as pigs arc h o u s d. bv e n g m! r-
ing o u t b r e a k s ot en te r i c fever ! Is it not t ime tha t we had a 
d a y of j u d g m e n t ! L e t the Va lua t ion sec to these, tilings, let 
r e n t s and roya l t ies wait unt i l the men w h o produce every-
t h i n g are m a d e secure . L e t i n d u s t r y , a s it is t he lirst 
t h i n g , t a k e t h e first place. T h i s is t h e r evo lu t ion . 

.1, O. 

OUR OLD BROWN MOTHER. 

W h a t e v e r its f au l t s m a y lie, F o r m IV. has succeeded in 
c o n v e r t i n g ( ! rea t Br i t a in i n to a d e b a t i n g class on the 
e t e rna l L a n d Ques t ion . Even newspape r s main lv concert ed 
wi th t h e specu la t ing and g a m b l i n g en te rp r i ses of t he 
pr ivi leged and " i n v e s t i n g " ' classes, h a v e not escaped tlie 
in fec t ion . Hence , we find in wha t c la ims to lie " L o n d o n ' s 
L e a d i n g F i n a n c e P a p e r , " THE FINANCIAL NEWS of Oc tobe r 
l o t h , an in t e res t ing , even a mis lead ing ar t ic le on the 
L a n d Ques t ion , s u m m a r i s i n g the o u t s t a n d i n g processes to 
which Engl ish land has been s u b j e c t e d d u r i n g t h e last 
t h o u s a n d y e a r s or so. 

T h e wr i t e r p re faces his sketc h wi th t he fol lowing poe t i c 
s t o r y :— 

W h e n B r u t u s went with his t w o cous ins to t h e Oracle 
a t Delphi t h e v asked which of t h e m should ob t a in t h e 
chief power a t R o m e . T h e Oracle replied t h a t . " lie 
who should first kiss his m o t h e r " was t h e f o r t u n a t e 
m a n . T h e cous ins h a s t e n e d h o m e to c r m p e t e for t h e 
ausp ic ious m a t e r n a l e m b r a c e ; b u t B r u t u s feigned to 
s t u m b l e , a n d kissed the Old Brown Mothe r of its all 
t h e land. F r o m t h e g round o u r phys ica l f r a m e is f o r m e d 
a n d f r o m i ts p roduce nour i shed . T o t h e open land wc 
go for hea l t h , when work and wear iness h a v e sapped o u r 
v i g o u r ; and to t h e Old Brown Mothe r ' s breast we all 
r e t u r n , when life 's long h u r l y - b u r l y e n d s a t last . 
T h e wr i t e r t hen a l ludes to t he f a c t t h a t i t is new s o m e 

" e igh t h u n d r e d a n d f o r t y - f o u r y e a r s since a l i t t le a r m y 
of E n g l i s h m e n e n t r e n c h e d t hemse lves upon the field of 
H a s t i n g s to de f end the i r Old Brown Mother f rom t h e 
N o r m a n v u l t u r e s . " T h e N o r m a n s were v ic to r ious ; hence 
a few vears l a t e r f ound Wil l iam t h e C o n q u e r o r h a r d a t work 
u p o n his L a n d P r o g r a m m e — d r a w i n g up his Fo rm IV. . 
k n o w n in h i s t o r y a s t he D o m e s d a y Book upon which , 
t h e a u t h o r is p leased to a f f i rm, " t he c u r r e n t G o v e r n m e n t 
s c h e m e of land va lua t i on is modelled. '* " T h e e n q u i r y , " 
lie c o n t i n u e s , " was a s severe and as re lent less as t h a t 
which E n g l a n d is a b o u t to u n d e r g o . " And ye t he himself 
revea ls t h e essent ia l d i f fe rence be tween t h e two enqu i r i e s 
when he q u o t e s f rom a c o n t e m p o r a r y Engl ish chronic le r 
a s f o l l o w s : — " I t is s h a m e to tell w h a t he (Wil l iam t h e 
Conqueror ) t h o u g h t i t no s h a m e to d:>. Ox nor cow nor 
swine was le f t t h a t was no t se t d o w n upon his wr i t " — 
his F o r m IV. T h e m o d e r n e n q u i r y does no t concern 
itself with t he ind iv idua l proper ty or l ive-s tock which 
t h e holder m a v h a v e upon t h e land. 
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H e n r y t h e V I I I . ' s L a n d Po l icy—his F o r m IV.—is t h e n 
br ief ly cons idered b y our wr i te r . A b o u t one th i rd of t h e 
laud o f l E n g l a n d h a d passed i n to t h e h a n d s of rel igious 
houses , a po r t i on of t h e r evenue of which was ce r t a in ly used 
for s o m e pub l i c pu rpose . T h a t t h e r e were abuses , he 
f r a n k l y a d m i t s , " no sane cr i t ic of monas t i c i n s t i t u t i ons 
will d e n y . " Hut , a s he well says , " t he r e m e d y lay in 
r e f o r m , a n d , where t h e r e was i r r emediab le wrong, in tho 
t r a n s f e r of monas t i c l ands f r o m the i r original pub l i c p u r p o s e 
to some o t h e r equa l l y na t iona l a d v a n t a g e . " Such a r e m e d y , 
howeve r , was qu i t e b e y o n d t he p u r v i e w of t he r apac ious 
a r i s toc racy which our a u t h o r would h a v e us believe was a 
b u r e a u c r a c y — o f t he T u d o r Cour t . A n d ^ o " the i m m e n s e 
m o n a s t i c p rope r t i e s a publ ic inhe r i t ance passed in to t h e 
h a n d s , n o t of t he n a t i o n , b u t of t he T u d o r officials and the i r 
s a t e l l i t e s . " l i e s u m s up t he resul ts on t he masses of t h e 
peop le of H e n r v V I I I . ' s Land Policy in t h e fol lowing t r u e 
w o r d s : — " T h r u s t a p a r t f rom the Old Brown Mother w h o 
had fed t h e m , E n g l i s h m e n by t h e t h o u s a n d roamed t h e 
c o u n t r y in sea rch of food. T h e y a sked for l and , for work , 
for food. T h e T u d o r officials repl ied with t he cha in , t he 
b r and ing - i ron , a n d t he gal lows. F ina l ly , in 1603, t h e 
E l i z a b e t h a n Poor Law was e n a c t e d , a n d t he respons ib i l i ty 
for t h e m a i n t e n a n c e of t h e d e s t i t u t e E n g l i s h m a n was 
p laced , n o t upon those who h a d seized his l a n d and caused 
his p o v e r t y , b u t u p o n the n a t i o n . " 

T h e p o s t - R e s t o r a t i o n Land Policy was d e v o t e d to t w o 
p u r p o s e s ; to en f r anch i s e l aud-ho ld ing f rom t h e old 
F e u d a l Dues, impos ing in the i r s t ead t a x a t i o n upon t h e 
food, d r i n k , c lo th ing , ea rn ings and i n d u s t r y of the l and less 
masses of the peop le ; a n d , to Enc lo su re Acts . T o use 
t h e words of o u r wr i t e r :— 

W h e n the. Civil W a r a n d t he r evo lu t i on hud passed 
a w a y it was d i scovered t h a t t h e T u d o r conf isca t ion h a d 
n o t been t h o r o u g h l y done. T h e c o m m o n l ands r ema ined 
t he p r o p e r t y of t he people . Th i s was a s t a t e of t h i n g s 
t h a t could n o t poss ib ly be t o l e r a t e d . T h e reign of George 
I . s aw the c o m m e n c e m e n t of t h e enclosure of ' w a s t e ' 
l ands—no t for the benefit of the nation, b u t fo r t h e p r i v a t e 
e n r i c h m e n t of t h o s e w h o h a d ' inf luence. ' . . . . 
T h e la te Mi. F a w c e t t e s t i m a t e d t h a t u p to 1845 no less 
t h a n 7,(XX).tXK) ac res was t he a g g r e g a t e of G r a b I I I . 
T o d r ive t he l a b o u r e r ' s cow oil t he c o m m o n lands a n d 
t o d i v e r t 7,(XX),(XX) acres of pub l i c p r o p e r t y was the f ea t 
accompl i shed b y t he l and enc losure ' c o m m i s s i o n e r s . ' 
E a r l y in t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , as a resul t of th is a n d 
o t h e r causes, t he landless l abou re r was l e f t to face 
t h e p rob lem p re sen t ed b y a wage of 7st a week w i t h t h e 
4 lb. loaf a t 2s. 
I t is a m o n g s t such L a n d Policies t h a t t he wr i te r in THE 

FINANCIAL NEWS v e n t u r e s t o class the L a n d Policy of 1909, 
which calls for t he filling u p of F o r m IV., a n d which not 
on ly p romises to revea l to the na t i on t he c a p i t a l oi sell ing 
v a l u e of the i r n a t u r a l i n h e r i t a n c e — t h e i r Old Brown Mothe r 
— b u t also to a p p r o p r i a t e a t least a por t ion thereof for t he 
jo in t a n d c o m m o n benefi t of t he N a t i o n as a whole. B u t 
such a c o n t e n t i o n is only l ikely to dece ive a n d inf luence 
those who wish to b e dece ived . T h e Land Pol icy of 1909 
is n o t , a s he c o n t e n d s , " to send our Old Brown Mother i n t o 
c a p t i v i t y , " bu t to r e d e e m h e r f r o m c a p t i v i t y . It is not t r ue , 
as ho con tends , t h a t " u n d e r the G o v e r n m e n t Scheme the 
N a t i o n ' s L a n d will b e c o m e the p e r m a n e n t e n d o w m e n t of 
t h e official class, a s a c lass ." T o - d a y it is the p e r m a n e n t 
e n d o w m e n t • of t he landed class , a s a class. T h e Govern-
m e n t scheme, when ca r t i ed to its logical conclusion, as it 
will be, will m a k e it t h e p e r m a n e n t e n d o w m e n t of the whole 
n a t i o n , to w h o m , accord ing to e q u i t y , reason , a n d con-
s t i t u t i o n a l law it r i gh t fu l ly belongs. When the peop le 
c o m e to u n d e r s t a n d t he scheme , t h e v will endorse it . a n d . 
as he adv i sed , will e m p h a t i c a l l y insist a n y e n d e a v o u r " to 
see t he Old B r o w n Mothe r sent i n to c a p t i v i t y a g a i n . " 

L. I I . B. 

LANDLORDISM IN ULTIMA THULE. 

O r k n e y a n d She t l and were colonis-d before t h e t e n t h 
c e n t u r y "of ou r era b y Vikings, who b r o u g h t w i t h t h e m the 
land sy s t em c u r r e n t t h r o u g h o u t S c a n d i n a v i a . T h u s the 
islands' were peopled b y an a m p h i b i o u s race of Uda l l e r s or 
y e o m n , whose m a i n s t a y was fishing, eked o u t b y t he pro-
duce of ren t - f ree holdings. E x t e n s i v e c o m m o n lands , 
t e r m e d Sca ts , fu rn i shed a b u n d a n t peat, for fue l , besides 
p a s t u r a g e for the i r t iny ponies, a n d sheep iden t ica l wi th the 
wild v a r i e t y still f o u n d in Scand inav i a . J u s t i c e w a s ad-
minis tered b y Foudes , or mag i s t r a t e s , e lected a n n u a l l y 
by t he Udal lers , w h o also m< t per iodical ly t o t r y grave 
offences. 

The golden age of U l t i m a Thule ended when the is lands 
were bes towed on King .James 111. of Sco t l and wi th his 
bride, the Pr incess of D e n m a r k ; t he King of t h a t ilk s t ipu-
la t ing t h a t h is ers twhi le sub j ec t s shou ld re t a in all the i r own 
laws a n d c u s t o m s inviola te . Regard less of t he i r p l igh ted 
t ro th , the Scot t ish Kings imposed feuda l i sm on O r k n e y a n d 
She t l and , a n d it was then a hollow sham. T h e anc ien t 
nexus , which l inked lord a n d vassal in b o n d s of m u t u a l help, 
h a d been des t royed by commerc ia l i sm, which grew s t ronger 
af t r the R e f o r m a t i o n . U n d e r i t s influence the nobles ' 
one t h o u g h t was to screw as m u c h as possible o u t of their 
t e n a n t s , a n d lavish the resul t on o s t e n t a t i o n . 

U l t i m a Thule was h a n d e d over t o a gang of h a r p i e s 
t h ' wors t of w h o m belonged to a spur ious b r anch of the 
roya l house". Marv Oueen of Scots ' ha l f -b ro the r , " Lord " 
Rober t S t e w a r t , A b b o t of Ho ly rood , w a s c r e a t e d E a r l of 
Orkney , a n d became feuda l over lord of t he whole a rch ipe lago . 
He b r o u g h t wi th h i m a h o r d e of g reedy followers, w h o were 
q u a r t e r e d on the u n h a p p y p o p u l a t i o n : Uda l l e r s were con-
ve r t ed in to t e n a n t s - a t - w i l l ; t h e local measures by which 
they r a t e d the a m o u n t of ren t pa id in k ind were illegally 
e n h a n c e d . If E a r l R o b e r t chas t i sed the i s l a n d ' r s wi th 
whips , h i s son P a t r i c k , k n o w n as t h e " Scourge of O r k n e y , " 
e m p l o y e d scorpions . He bu i l t sp lendid rcs idenccs a t 
K i rkwa l l a n d Scal loway wi th forccd labour , conf i sca ted 
U d a l t e n u r e s wholesale , a n d found willing a g e n t s in the 
Foudes , whose n o m i n a t i o n he u s u r p e d . At l eng th the 
wicked E a r l P a t r i c k p a i d a p e n a l t y for his i n n u m e r a b l e 
c r imes on the scaffold a t E d i n b u r g h ; b u t t he evil t h a t he 
did l ived a f t e r h im. A mach ine ry of oppress ion was set in 
mot ion a n d is work ing a t the p r e s e n t day . B y d in t of 
bogus roya l g ran t s , a n d cha r t e r s o b t a i n e d by b r ibe ry , t he 
i s lands fell u n d e r the thral l of a k n o t of lairds, w h o pursued 
the pol icy of conf isca t ion i n a u g u r a t e d b y E a r l s R o b e r t 
a n d P a t r i c k . In m a n y cases Uda l l e r s were induced to sell 
the i r b i r t h - r i gh t for a small cash p a y m e n t , on an u n d e r t a k i n g 
t h a t t h e y should not be d i s t u r b e d d u r i n g the i r l i fe- t ime ; 
in o t h e r s recours • was h a d to d o w n r i g h t f r a u d . F o r ins tance , 
a Ud iller of U n s t w a s inv i ted b y his laird to suppe r , pl ied 
wi th whisky, a n d m a d e to sign a conveyance of h i s ho ld ing 
f r o m which his d a u g h t e r s were ru thless ly e j ec t ed . Com-
mons or S c a t s were a p p r o p r i a t e d wholesale , s o m e t i m s 
by I gal means , o f t e n a t the l a i rd ' s own swee t will. 

T h e n c a m e a t ime when " i m p r o v i n g " l and lo rds th rough-
ou t the n o r t h of Sco t land cons idered t h a t sheep wou ld pay 
t h e m b e t t e r t h a n crof te rs . Ev i c t i ons in S u t h e r l a n d anel 
Ross-shire depr ived Sco t land of he r s tu rd i e s t sons, a n d con-
vert d the i r f a r m s in to sheep- runs , g rous - moors , or d -or 
fores ts . Th i s unpa t r i o t i c e x a m p l e was followed b y the 
laird* of Ul t ima Thule . The fert i le i s land of Ketlar was 
a lmos t d e p o p u l a t e d b v its owner ; f rom Bur ra f i r th in Uns t , 
29 fami l ies were e j ec t ed . E v e r y knoll and val ley in the 
is land is s t u d d e d wi th ru ined fa rmhouses , homes of a 
van i shed race. G r e a t Br i ta in is t he poorer b y i ts d i sappear -
ance . 

S h e t l a n d e r s are in t rep id s eamen . The race, indeed , ex-
h ib i t s m a n y of t he bes t cha rac te r i s t i c s of the Celtic a n d 
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Scandinavian s tocks . T h e m e n of She t l and and Orkney 
.ire indus t r ious a n d w a r m - h e a r t e d ; nor has Calv in ism 
succeeded in kil l ing the i r i n b o r n sense of h u m o u r . The 
stranger is m a d e welcome a t t h e h u m b l e s t c r o f t t h o u g h it is 
,,ftcn as miserable a s t he I r ish cab ins of last c e n t u r y . Her-
rings have r e t u r n e d to the i s lands ; bu t t he men w h o should 
have reaped the h a r v e s t of t h e sea h a v e fled to C a n a d a . 
The women-folk w h o r e m a i n c a r d a n d spin the fleece f r o m 
the little sheep , which t h e y knit i n to exqu i s i t e fabr ics , 
re sembling lace r a t h e r t h a n wool len goods. Owing to the 

ni'losure of c o m m o n s a n d the i n t r o d u c t i o n of b lack- faced 
sheep f rom Sco t l and , t he n a t i v e v a r i e t y is giving u p the 
struggle for life. In a decade or two S h e t l a n d k n i t t i n g will 
IN- a lost a r t . 

Every v is i tor to U l t i m a Thu le whose j u d g m e n t is not 
warped b y c lass p r e jud i ce will a d m i t t h a t secur i ty of 
tenure with a g r i c u l t u r a l co -ope ra t i on would c o n v e r t She t l and 
into a ga rden . Some of t he c r o f t s a rc a l r e a d y mirac les 
of successful i n d u s t r y , y i e ld ing h e a v y c rops of p o t a t o e s 
and oa ts to s p a d e c u l t i v a t i o n . There a re rich va l leys ly ing 
desolate which would s u p p o r t h u n d r e d s of famil ies in com-
fort. The i s landers ' m o s t p ress ing need is l a n d e n o u g h to 
occupy the i r e n f o r c e d leisure while t h e sea is too rough for 
their l i t t le c r a f t , a n d c o m m o n r igh ts for the i r sheep a n d 
p o n i e s . F R A N C I S H . S H R I N K . 

HERE AND THERE. 

Hi- was afraid that if political things went on as at present 
the land taxes would go on. and Form IV. would go 011. The 
|Kilicy of the Conservative l ' a r ty , he had confidence in saying, 
would In- to repeal these taxes, dismiss the valuers, and tear up 
very shred of paper connected with Form IV. (Applause).— 

Mr. R. A. Sanders, M P., at Bridgwater, Octolx-r 3rd. 
* * * 

Mr. P. MacNaugbton, Edinburgh, speaking at the Town 
Planning Conference on October 11th. said :— 

The ideal was to have as much light and air as possible 
for the inhabi tants of a great city. Before they could obtain 
those they required to gi t land cheap, and that difficulty was 
almost insurmountable. 

Mr. MacNaughton should sjicnd an hour in considering what 
li<- Taxation of L a n d Values would do with that difficulty. * * * 

In a small pamphlet on " Hints on Killing up the New Forms," 
Mr. Arthur \V. Brackett . F.S.I. (Messrs. William Brackett and 
^ofis), gives the following formula for ascertaining assessable 
"lie value :—Let g equal gross value ; / equal full site value ; 
I equal total value ; and a equal assessable site value ; then 
" = t—(9—/) . He adds tha t " it would apply to most urban 
|>ro(>erties, but fur ther deductions are allowed for capital 
expenditure, Ac., in certain cases." 

* * * 

Headers who desire to become fully acquainted with the pro-
posals and the exciting and delusive language of the Committee 

11 the Taxation of Ijinel Values should obtain from the secretary, 
•it Broad Sanctuary Chambers. 20. Tothill Street. Westminster . 
* twitch of their pamphlets and leaflets. This precious li terature 
" full of the most grotesque falsehoods in relation to land-

Tiers , and the most specious a t tempts to enlist the support 
"f tenant-farmers and labourers bv unscrupulous misrepre-
" • n t a t i o n s . — " A S m a l l I - a n d o w n e r , " i n T H K L A U D AOKNTS' 
KECORD. 

* • • 

\Ve cannot see that the policy of the Directors of the O mpany 
>n developing the passenger traffic in the zone close in to London 

justifiable. The public in the Company 's residential district 
"ear I»ndon is not really benefited hv the excellent and cheap 
»ll night service of trains provided, since what the public gains 
'•>• cheap t ransporta t ion it loses in the extra coat of living cauwd 

.v the higher rentals which this very chrap all-night service 
brought about . And the bet ter and cheaper the railway 

i ^ k e s the service the higher the rents will rise, thus l>enefiting 
""I'ther the railway nor the public, but only the landlords.-

KO>M t h e ECONOMIST. O c t o b e r 8 t h . ) 

Mr. F. H. Fawkiw. replying to a question for the Small Holdings 
< '"unmittee at a meeting of the West Hiding County Council on 
October 12th. said that if they went to a certain place and 
enquired about the land, the price immediately went up. 

• » • 

Earl de la Wnrr has written to his tenants intimating that lie 
intends to sell the greater port of his Buckhurwt Estate. He 
gives the tenants the first offer of purchasing the farms. The 
estate has bevti in the pewse-asicm of the Sackvillc family since 
the t ime of \ \ illiam the Conqueror. 

• • • 

The Welsh Committee for the Taxation of I And Values are 
doing effective work. They have a |M>wcrful ally in the 8 o r n i 
WAI KS DAII * NKWS. In the issue of October 11th a clever and 
racy letter on " Form IV." by W. He-eleleie Bee*, the honorary 
secretary of the Committee, ap|ieared. 

» » * 
The Budget had been accepted as any quack medicine would 

be if it were advertised sufficiently, only it had lieen advertised 
under a wrong name. (Laughter.) 

It wn< advertised as a healing remedy, but should have lieen 
advertised as a blister. (Laughter and applause.) ,1. (i. 
Butcher, K.C., M.P., at York. 

• * * 

" It i* both obvious and uncontradicted that the nationalisa-
tion of the land, the forcible distribution of wealth, onuplcd 
with the destruction of the political power of those who have 
a real and 1 icrmanent stake in the welfare of the country these 
are the ultimate objects of the small but, determined and relent-
less group who have gained such a notable victory in placing the 
valuation clauses of the Finance Act upon the Sta tute Book." 
THK FIELD, Septcmlier 17th. l'.tlo. 

* * • 

At a meeting of the North Riding Education Committee, held 
011 October 11th, during the discussion concerning the purchase 
of land for a school, Mr. E. K. Turton suggested a sporting 
offer to the owner : he said no doubt the owner, like many others, 
had received Form 4. In their offer the Committee might 
arrange to give the gentleman exactly the same amount jier acre 
that he had put down as site value on Form 4. If it was in 
excess of the sum already recommended, then the Committee 
must lie prepared to pay it : if, on the other hand. Form 4 showed 
less than that amount , then the ratepayers should have the right 
of that advantage. 

» » » 

At a recent mooting of the S|mlding Kural District Council, 
when applications were received from Parish Councils for the 
adoption of the Housing Act. the Rev. W. M. Benson, Vicar of 
Iieeping St. Nicholas, said that in his jmrish. if cottages could Is* 
obtained, they had at least twelve young men who would marry 
a t once. As it was they were leaving for the towns, and a 
scarcity of labour resulted. 

* * • 

Who were the instigators of these tuxes ? They were a body 
called the I 'n i ted Committee for the Taxat ion of Land Values, 
and practically the whole of its income was derived from Mr. 
Joseph PYls. who was not even a British subject, but an American 
millionaire who imported nap tha soap free of du ty into this 
country. (Laughter and cheers.) It was Mr. Fels's money that 
had brought these taxes upon the country. Mr. Fels was giving 
the Committee £5.000 a year for five years, and so far as he 
could see the Committee had an income not much larger than 
£7,000 a year. Mr. E. G. Pre tyman. M.P., a t York, Oct. IStb. 

• • * 

Mr. Stanley Johnson, the Unionist candidate at Walthamstow, 
was hccklcd on October 1 SI h about the taxes on I .and Values, 
l ie said he- objected to them, but would not advocate their 
repeal. 

Heck le r : What about the I j ind U n i o n ? 
Mr. Johnson : I don't know anything alsuit the I j ind Union. 

I am not connected with them. I elon't want the-ni in Wal-
thamstow, and I'll see that I elon't have the m. 

It is as well, said the TIMES ce>rrespe>mlcnt, te> recognize that a 
cam[»aign against the Land Taxes would not help Mr. Johmon 
a t th«- p r e s e n t j u n c t u r e . — W E S T M I N S T E R G A Z E T T E . 
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Australia is prosperous. Po in t s for investors. British | 
investors are invi ted t o inquire in to Austral ia 's r a t e of develop-
ment , and to consider the dividends paid to enterprise and 
inves tment . 

Austral ia offers sound opportuni t ies in Pastora l and Agricul-
tu ra l land, in Mines, and in Manufactures . 

The count ry is va s t and new. I t breeds money quickly. 
I / ical marke ts are expanding . Exj ior ts art! rapidly growing. 
Make inquiries about the Commonweal th . 

This is an advert isement inserted in the TIM Its by the High 
Commissioner for Australia, and i l lustrates another aspect of 
the immigrat ion quest ion. 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

Withholding Land required for a School. 
At the month ly meet ing of the Lochgilphead School Board , 

on 3rd September , a letter was read f rom the agents of t he 
superior , or ground- landlord , of a piece of ground required for the 
erection of a school, in t imat ing t h a t their client would not agree 
to the plans submi t t ed , nor consent to t he sale of the land by t he 
present feuar, or lessee. The ground of refusal was tha t the 
ra tepayers were not unanimous on the quest ion and it was 
suggested the Board should resign. I t was decided to acquire 
the ground under s t a t u t o r y powers. This act ion of the land-
owner reminds us of t h e Lansdowne amendment to the Finance 
Bill of P.M IP, " referr ing it to t he people." 

Loss on Hollesley Bay Labour Colony. 
At a meeting of the Central (Unemployed) Body for Ixmdon 

a t the Guildhall on October 7 th , the Rev. J . II. Anderson (vice-
cha i rman) presiding, Mr. (i. S. Ell iott criticised the accounts of 
the Holleslev Bay Colony recommended for adopt ion by t he 
Work ing Colonies Commit tee . 

He called a t t en t i on to the fact t h a t , according to the balance-
sheet , there was a loss of £76,976, in addi t ion to which credit was 
given for nearly £7,000 on improved value of es ta te . This l a t t e r 
i tem he disagreed with, contending that such an increase did no t 
in reali ty exist. He mainta ined tha t in no single case had a m a n 
lienetited by a holiday at the Hollesley Bay Colony, for the 
suppo r t of which some one had to pay on an average £17.'HKI a 
year. Would it not have been much bet ter , he asked, to leave 
the ma t t e r in the hands of the Poor Law au tho r i t y ? Such gross 
ex t ravagance and useless expendi tu re should Ixi brought before 
the a t t en t ion of tho Body and t he outside public, and it was t ime 
t ha t some of those who represented the rate[>ayers should say 
tha t the sooner the Unemployed Bodies were wi|>cd out the bet ter 
for the poor and the taxpayers . 

Mr. J . Bussey said that Mr. Elliott did no t appa ren t ly appreci-
a te the immense a m o u n t of money paid out to the men and the i r 
families, and the general expense of the upkeep of the colony. 
He main ta ined that t he land values of the dis tr ic t had gone up . 

Mr. L. Phillips declared tha t Mr. Burns would not allow them 
to ex tend the lalxiur colony at Hollesley Bay, as t hey had wished 
to do, and they therefore had to do the best they could in t he 
circumstances. 

On the report of t h e Women ' s Work Commit tee it was s t a t ed 
by Mr. Mumford t h a t the cost of each woman employed by this 
commit tee was £250 |«>r annum, which was, he considered, a very-
e x t r a v a g a n t way of t ry ing to provide assistance. 

Price of Farm Land in Wales. 
At a sale of land held at Llandrindod Wells on October 12th, 

a piece of meadow extending to it acres 8 poles known as Tvnl lan 
was put up at £400 and finally reached £710. Another ticld con-
taining 1 acre 2 roods 8 |x>lcs of meadow land s tar ted at £.">0 
and sold at £100. A third field conta in ing 2 acres Iti i>olcs was 
commenced a t £100 and sold at £140. 

High Price for Land tor Yorkshire School. 
At a meeting of the North Hiding Educa t ion Committee, held 

a t tho County Hall. Northal ler ton on October 11th. the School 
At tendance Sub-Commit toe recommended tha t , subject to the 
approval of the Board of Educa t ion to the site and the sanct ion 
of the Local Government Board to the necessary loan, three-
qua r t e r s of an acre of land ad jo in ing t he west of the Cargo Fleet 
Lawson Council Schools be purchased at the price of (vs. tVI. 
|ier square yard , or £1.573 an acre. 

Mr. E. H. Tu r ton moved tha t the recommendat ion lie referred 

!>ack with an ins t ruct ion to the Commit tee not to p a y a larger 
sum than (is. per square yard. 

Canon Hart ley seconded. 
Canon Lawson remarked tha t t he adop t ion of the amendment 

would place the Commit tee in a cleft st ick. The owner of the 
land first s t a t ed t ha t his pries would be 8s. (id. per square yard. 
The Commit tee offered 5s. 6d. in the first instance, this being 
advanced to (is. and then 6s. (id. He did not th ink they would 
be able to get any fur ther reduction, and if they did not accept 
the present offer he was afraid they would be in a cleft stick. 

Mr. Tur ton said t h a t possibly they might not be able t o carry 
it any fur ther , and with the consent of Canon Har t ley he withdrew 
his amendment , and the minutes were adopted . 

A high price for Hampshire gravel land. 
Accord ing t o t h e DAILY CHRONICLE of O c t o b e r 1st a t a m e e t i n g 

of the Basingstoke Rural District Council on the previous day. 
the question of the price to be paid for permission t o dig gravel 
on land belonging to L i r d Bolton, was discussed. The Counoil 
wanted permission to work half an acre for gravel on a f a rm at 
Weston Pat r ick , a little place right off the t rack of populat ion. 
Similar land near by is let at about 8 shillings an acre and similar 
land adjoin ing was sold by auction some t ime ago at £9 an acre. 
To one large landowner the council have been in the habit of 
paying 3d. a yard for a similar privilege, whilst to o thers they have 
paid fid. But as it is now absolutely impossible to get the gravel 
elsewhere in the neighliourliood they offered Lord Bolton 9d. 
Hut Lord Bolton says he cannot accept less than Is. a yard for 
the privilege which is equivalent to £360 an acre for the free-
hold and even then t he council must conqiensate the present 
tenant for the loss of the grazing value of the half-acre for three 
years. Under these circumstances the council on the advice 
of the chairman, unanimously decided to apply to t he county 
magistrates to fix the price as they have power to do under the 

j Highways Act of 1835. 

Ducal Food Tariffs. 
S|ieaking on September 19th before the West Southwark 

Liberal Association a t Blackfriars Road , according to the MORNING 
i LEADER, Alderman R. W. Bowers pointed out the monopoly 

enjoyed bv the Duke of Bedford in collecting tolls at Covcnt 
Garden Market under an Act of 1823. The Duke ' s agents took a 

! toll of f rom a halfpenny to fourpence on every sieve or bushel of 
fruit , vegetables, and flowers. Apples, plums, peaches, goose-
berries, apricots, a n d currants were subjected to a hal fpenny 
toll per sieve ; carrots , a toll of Is. 6d. |>er dozen bunches ; and 
oranges, kl. a chest and 2d. a t*>x. The Duke took about £50" 
a day from these tolls, which Alderman Bowers maintained was a 
legalised tariff on the foodstuffs of the people, who had helped 
to increase the value of the Duke ' s land. 

High Rates in Poplar. 
On Octolier 13th. Mr. Geo. I-anslmry moved a resolution at 

the meeting of the Poplar Borough Council request ing the 
local members of Par l iament to bring to the notice of the Govern-
ment . the heavy rates prevailing in Poplar . For the current 
year the ra te is 12s. 4d. in the £. Mr. Lansbnrv called for reform 
in local t axa t ion so fa r as incidence of the poor ra te was concerned. 

The Duke s grip on Eastbourne 
According to the TIMES of September 30th at a vestry meeting 

held at Eastbourne to consider the purchase of seven acres of 
land for use as a burial ground near the Ocklynge Cemetery, it 
was s ta ted that the price asked by the Duke of Devonshire, 
the owner of the land, was £12,500, or £1.785 an acre, and tha t 
17 years ago ten acres of the ad jacen t land were secured for 
£7,000 or £700 an acre. Since t ha t t ime the ground which it 
was proposed to acquire had been laid out for building purposes. 
The duke was said to lie of opinion tha t it was not desirable to 
extend the cemetery ; but if the inhab i tan t s generally were in 
favour of tha t course he had promised to reconsider the mat te r . 
A resolution was passed declaring it to In- desirable to purchase 
land for the enlargement of the cemetery. 

Cheshire Farm Land 
£-r>(t per acre was realized for Cheshire da i ry fa rms at Chester 

on October 15th, when Messrs. Frank IJovd and Sons sold some 
out lying portion* of the Aldersev Hall estate, belonging to Mr. 
Hugh Aldersey. Got land Green Farm. Bunburv. consisting of 
1491 acres, was M>ld to Mr. Cumniings for £8,5011: Newton Farm. 
Tat tcnhal l . consisting of 90 acres odd. to Mr. R. Weaver . Cardcn. 
for £4 .800 ; and Newton House Farm. Tat tenhal l . 53 acres odd. 
to Mr. Evans , farmer, Gate* Heath, for £3,000. TIM us. Oct. 17th. 
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Price of Land. f 

Owing to the high prices rul ing at the present t ime in Nott ing-
hamshire for agricultural land the Dowager Countess of Carnarvon 
who owns many large esta tes in t he district, has decided to sell 
A nuiulier of out lying farms, comprising al together 1.1'Hi acres. 
Tlu-v include three farms and a few smaller lots at Kneeton and 
..ther land at Blackwell, Hucknal l , Huthwai te , and Skegbv. 
Tin- auctioneers declare t ha t there is a l>etter demand for agri-
cultural land at the present t han for the past th i r ty years, and 
in spite of or in consequence of t he financial pMjcv of the Govern-
ment, land in the district is fe tch ing £5 to £10 an acre more than 
it did ten years ago. One well-known land auctioneer th inks 
that prices will cont inue to advance, and that other es ta tes 
would probably be realised on t he rising marke t . Several of 
Karl Manvers's out lying esta tes in the count ry arc to lie sold by 
auction early next year.—MANCHESTER GFARDUN, October 3rd. 

Rating of Railway Propsrty. 
The enormous amount paid annual ly in rates by the various 

English railways has long t>een recognizee! as a scandal by those 
who have studied the na ture of these impositions, and compared 
the rates levied with the services rendered t o the railways in 

vihange for the large payments made by them to the I .oca I 
Authorities. 

The Metropolitan Borough of St. Pnncras offers a good op|>or-
tunitv for s tudy ing the question. The quinquennial valuation 
for this Boroflgh shows tha t nearly one-fifth of the rateable 
value is derived f rom railway and other public undertakings, 
'lie amount coming under this heading lie-ing £381,504. Out 
of a total area of 2.604 acres, the land in the occupation of the 
railways amounts to 296 acres. The Midland Rai lway depots 
>nd stations occupy 117 acres, t he Great Northern (it) acres, the 
l/>ndon and North-Western 63 acres, and other railways (not 
included in the detiots and stat ions) cover 47 acres. The highest 
assessment in the borough is tha t of the Midland Railway—-
£1110,000—which figure includes the whole of the St. Pancras 
station. The London and North-Western Railway (including 
Huston) is rated at £67,430; the Great Northern Railway Com-
|wnv (including King's Cross Station) is assessed at £47,610 ; 
the Metru|silitan Railway (including King's Cross and Huston 
Square Stations) is assessed at £28,500 : anel the North London 
Railway at £8.626. Other railways which contr ibute to the 
rateable value of the borough are the City anel South I^indon 
a n d t h e P i c c a d i l l y T u b e s . — T H K R A I L W A Y AND T R A V E L . M O N T H L Y , 
August. 

Liverpool, Price £450. 
Under this heading the WESTMINSTER GAZETTE of August 25th 

gives seirne interesting facts relating tei the early history of 
Uverpexd. On the dea th of Que-en El izabeth the' Royal es ta tes 
in Liverpeail and neighbe>urhoe>d passed into the hands of her 
successes. J a m e s I., who, in the second ye-ar of his reign, granted 
a new lease of the fee-farm of the teiwn to Sir Richard Molyneux 
at the same rent as he had previously |>aid. In the same year 
Sir Richard Molyneux purchased the adjoining es ta te of Toxte th 
I'ark from William, Earl of Derby, for £1.100. 

On the dea th of J a m e s 1. the lordship eif Liverpool passe-el into 
the hands of his son anel successor (Charles I.), who was the last 
of the Riitish Kings by whom it was held. He sold it. along 
with many hundreds of either manors or lordships, to raise moncy 
during his quarrels with his Parl iaments. Tlie seiles were 
• fleeted in the four th year of his reign, and the following par-
ticulars aic given in a deed which is preserved in the Re,lis 
ChapeL The deed recites a le>an of £222,897 2s„ made- by the 
Lord Mayor, commonal ty , and citizens of London to Jarn'-S I., 
the'n recitcs a contract between Charles 1. and the Lord Mayor, 
•ommonal ty , and ci t izens fe>r a fur ther loan of £120,000. for 
»Uich the King had granted certain proper ty of the- year ly value 
"f £12,496 6s. 6d. A third contract is rccitcd for a sum of 
£25.000 by the Lord Mayor and citizens, in consideration of all 
which the> King makes over te> t rustees appointed by the- citizens 
m-aily 300 manors and estates , amemgst them " all that our 1 

ton n a n c | lordship eif Li ther pes >11. in the afeiresaid county eif 
1-ancastcr. with every of their rights, members, anel appur-
tenances." 

Amongst the articles enumera ted as included in the fak- of 
Livcrpenil by the- Creiwn are the' ferry across the- Mersey, the-
market tolls', the- perquisites of the- courts, all Custi ins, anchorage, 
and key-toll of the water eif the Mersey aforesaid, ar.el within 
the aforesaid te.wn and lordship of Lithei pexiD, anel all manorial , 
figneu-ial. and regal t ights then existing. The- only thing 
reserved to the Creiwn was a yearly sum of £14 6s. 8d., which 

was at that time payable by Sir Richard Molyneux, as the rent 
of the fee-farm. 

The object of the I^eindemers in accept ing this mass of landed 
property in payment of their loans t«i the King was to turn it 
into money. This they did, sei far as Liverpool was concerned, 
about four years af terwards , by selling the town, manor, anel 
lordship tii the (tight Hon. Richard, l-orel Molyneux. Viscount 
Maryborough; tin- representative of the family which hii^l held 
the fee- farm under the- Crown since- the reign of Henry VII I . 
The dee-el of*£alc to lxrnl Molyneux was enrolled in C h a n t r y 
oil .bviunrv*'59th' 1635 Bv this purehan- the Molyneux family 
liee-amc |KisMessors eif all the manorial , seignorial, anel regal rights 
in the lieirough of Livcr|HMIL, subject only tei a tixcel yearly pay-
ment eif £14 (is. Hd. tei the- Creiwn. That re-se-rveel rent they also 
subse-que-ntly Isiught. and thus became; abseilute (sisw-Hseirs eif 
the freehold es ta te . The priev ptnel tei the- Londoners by Hotel 
Molyneux was £450. 

The Value of Allotment Land. 
The Allotments and Small Holdings Association in the- notes 

issue-*! on October lo th , say that : 
In Klstree there is a demand for nllotme-nts. 'Hie land 

in the neighbourhoetd is rente-el at from 27s. Oel. tei 35s. an 
acre. No hind eoukl IK- obtained by ngreeme-nt although £70 
an acre was offcre-d for a ee-rtain plot of nine acres. The 
Surveyor to the Herts County Council valued this plot nt 
£65 an acre, but the landlord aske-d £170 an acre. Com-
pulsory proceedings feir acquisition were taken and the 
arb i t ra tor tixenl the- price at £127 10s. per acre. 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

M R . B A L F O U R A N D T H E L A N D Q U E S T I O N . 

Speaking in Edinburgh on October 5th, Mr. A. J . Balfour 
said :— 

It may lie useful tha t f should say something U|Kin a topic 
which has been for years very near my heart the increase of 
freehold ownership. Now, let me say. in the first place, that in 
what I am going to lay l>efore you 1 exclude al together that 
special as]>cct of that problem presentcel bv the Highlands anel 
Islanels. Tha t is quite different from what ntay lie called tin-
general British problem ; it is qui te different even from the 
Irish problem. I am not going to say. except by way of jiassing 
reference, any th ing a b o u t the Irish quest ion. I rememlier 
writ ing atiout eight months ago a letter for publication upon tho 
Highlands question which emlsidied my present views and in 
which they were put forward, I hope;, with clearness and with 
fulness. Those who wish t«i know them have only got to refer 
tei tha t letter anel they will see the- ceinsidered judgment which 
at t ha t t ime I laiel before the neirtheni portion of Scotland and 
from which I se-e- no reason a t all tei re t reat . I a m talking alsiut 
the larger problem, which is the only erne- really tit led for an 
occasion like this, 'flu- problem is a t once a Scottish problem 
and an English problem, and it is not nn Irish problem emly 
liee-ause- we have se'ttleel the Irish land question, and we Unionists 
have settle-el it in the direction of mult ipl icat ion of freehold, 
or ownership. (Cheers.) We have- given proof of our sincerity, 
which surely no o ther par ty has ever given. We; have created 
freehold ownership on the- largest scale ever known in this count ry ; 
we are responsible for tha t great Act which has practically 
set t led the Irish land qucstie.n. 1 turn , therefore, to what 
I may call the British question, meaning the Lowland Sceittish 
and the English. I am not going to argue it a t length, but I 
am geiing to ven ture tei lay down for your careful consideration a 
few propewitions, with very little explanat ion or discussion, 
which I dei lie-g everybody who is interested in this problem 
to t ake tei hear t . They represent at all even t s the results of the 
l>cst thought that 1 coulel give it. 1 would say then, in tlu- tiist 
place, that there is a funelanu ntal difference' between the- British 
question and the Irish question. 'Hie Irish land system 1 believe 
to have been the- worst the weirlel has e ve r seen in any cemmtiy 
in modern times. It was the weirst be-feire the Land Acts of 
1871 and 1SK1 ; it remained the worst, anel I am not sure that 
the se e vils were not aggravated by the Acts eif 1871 anel 1881. 
At all events, it was an intolerable system, for this simple 
reason, that one m a n owned the- soil, another elid all the per-
manent improvements on the soil, and you had therefore moml 
dual eiwnership before the Acts anel legal dual ownership a f t e r 
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the Acta, and a s ta te of things which seems to me to have no 
advantage whatever from any point of view. From the point 
of view of the landlord, from the point of view of the tenant , 
from the point of view of agriculture, from the point of view 
of the development of the industry of the country it was hope-
less. That was the Irish problem ; tha t is not the British 
problem. There is no dual ownership in England and the Low-
lands of .Scotland. There is a far better system. How does 
t h a t system err ? It does not err, in my judgment at least, 
because there are large landlords. 

T o o F E W S M A I . I , O W N E R S . 

I hope large landlords will remain. I lielieve it was only 
due to the fact t h a t there are large landlords with a great 
tradit ion liehind them that we have been able to get through 
the agricultural economical crisis of the last th i r ty years without 
any assistance f rom the Government, except the assistance of 
adding day by day to our rates and taxes. (Cheers and laughter.) 
Tho error of the British system is not that there are large land-
lords, but tha t there are too few small owners. And by a small 
owner, mark you, I do not mean necessarily a very small owner, 
what is called a peasant proprietor. We should like to see large 
farms owned in fee simple as well as plots of land ranging up. 
let us say, to 50 acres of agricultural land. 1 think there is 
room for all of them. The thing which I do not believe con-
duces very much to anybody 's advantage are small landlords 
who are not oocupiers. Lirge landlords who were not occupiers 
have shown themselves in the past I think 1 may say it without 
fear of contradiction from those who know—as pioneers of 
agricultural investigation, as liberal contributors to the capital 
required to work the farms, as generous |«irtners of their tenants 
in the working of the farms, and as patient bearers of the burden 
in taxation. But as far as my observation goes I do not think 
tha t small owners, cither in villages or in the country, have 
shown, or from their position could show, themselves in the same 
advantageous light. I understand that the great urban land-
lords. whose case 1 am not going to touch on to-day, are the 
objects of special a t tack and abuse, in London at all ovents. I 
will not answer for the great towns of Scotland, but in London 
it would be acknowledged t h a t in so far as there has been town 
planning at all it has been done by the great landlords; and 
if you want to find the worst forms of slum property or tumble-
down cottage property or half-ruined property, you have to go 
to the small owner who is not occupier. 

T H E V A L J J E OK O W N E R S H I P A N D C O - O P E R A T I O N . 

I do not greatly believe in the multiplication of small owners 
who are not occupiers. What I believe in is the multiplication of 
small owners who are occupiers -owners , it may lie. of a large 
farm or small portions of land down to the minimum which can 
with advantage be dealt with by intensive cultivation by the 
hand work of a man and his family. That is, therefore, what 1 
desire to see done. I wish to see all that is good in the present 
system preserved. I want to see an enormous change in addit ion 
to it by way of modification and addition. A great many tenant 
farmers quite rightly would prefer the position of tenant"farmers 
under a landlord in whom they had confidence and with all 
the rights given to them of unexhausted improvements—they 
would prefer that and think it more pecuniarily advantageous 
t han becoming the owner of their land, and it is so in manv cases. 
I t is not SO ill all oases. Let us have variety. Remember that 
the conditions of agriculture vary in every jiart of the country. 
l.<-t us not lay down the case of the Irish system as if we knew 
the ideal form of agricultural land tenure and that no other 
form should prevail. Elasticity, variety those arc what we 
should aim at . But you never, in my judgment, will get small 
owners and small cultivators really to"succeed unless in addition 
to being a small cultivator, with" all the difficulties incident to 
being a small cultivator, you add two or three things. In 
the first place, you must make him the owner, with all the stimulus 
which ownership gives to hard work and all the certainty that 
every atom of work he puts into it will lie an advantage to him-
self or to those who come af te r him ; and in the second place, 
you must have on the whole, broadly .-(leaking, some form of 
co-operation if you are to have a large number of small owners. 
We do not say that the man whose land is very happily placed 
and who is a man gifted himself with special apti tudes "may not 
succeed in isolation. I am talking of the larger and broader issue. 
I say if you are to multiply these small owners vou must have 
co-operation among them ; and in the third place. I say that in 
order to produce that co-operation, and in order to enable 

holdings to be purchased, in order to provide the necessary 
means by which they can be successfully carried on you must have 
in some shape or another, probably in many shapes, assistance. 
(Cheers.) You must have either Government assistance acting 
directly or Government assistance behind the land bank or 
Government assistance acting through the advice of a skilled 
Department . Government assistance you must have. But 
if you have it directly or through the machinery of the land banks 
or through help with technical advice, 1 do think it to lie possible 
that we shall lie able to add to our existing system t h a t which is an 
immense strength agriculturally and socially to our whole 
rural system, namely, a vast addition to those who are intereste d 
not merely in the land in the abstract but in their own owner-
ship of land—-(cheers)—who have all the feelings with regard 
to the farm, be it small or lie it large, which is theirs, on which 
their children have been born and brought up, to which they have 
devoted years of arduous labour and the fruits of which will 
go to them and not to another. I have enumerated three ways 
in which the Government ought to assist, a n d mus t assist, 
the creation of ownership - whether of the larger farmer or of 
the smaller farmer. 

T H E LORD ADVOCATE IN GLASGOW. 
A G R E A T M E E T I N G . 

On October 13th the Ixird Advocate addressed a meeting in 
St. Andrew's Hall, Glasgow, described by the GLASGOW HBRAI.D 
as " one of the largest which has been held in the hall." The meet-
ing w as held under the auspices of the Scottish Liberal Association, 
the Glasgow Liberal Council and the United Committee for the 
Taxation of Umd Values. After discussing the constitutional 
issue, and Tariff Reform. Mr. Ure proceeded as follows :— 

Let them not imagine liecause he had demonstrated the 
futili ty and the folly of Tariff Reform that he was going to ask 
them to accept Free- Trade as a perfeot cure. He was not. 
There was no fiscal system known under the sun which could 
afford a remedy for want of employment. He knew as well 
as they did that men who were able and willing to work were 
going about idle in Free Trade Britain just as in Protected 

j Germany. So far as he was aware there was only one remedy 
for the suffering and privation which followed from unemploy-
ment—he meant insurance—(cheers)—and if they gave the 
Government a chance it was their intention to deal with that 
question on a scale never hitherto at tempted. (Loud cheers.) 

They all knew what the cure for unemployment was. It 
was a wider distribution of the wealth of the community. I t 
was a large increase in the purchasing power of the whole 
community. Everyone knew what the cause was, but none knew 
how to effect a complete cure and how to aid in reducing unemploy-
ment. No thoughtful man had any doubt about it. Thev 
must open up freer access to the land of the country to those who 
were willing and capable of taking advantage of it. (Cheers.) 
In the ultimate analysis wealth wivs the result of the application 
of labour to the land. Wealth could only be created in the 
long run by giving free access to the labourer to the land. But 
they would ask quite fairly how freer access could be secured, 
how the Budget taxes could secure freer access, and some would 
ask how they justified the exceptional and peculiar taxation 
upon the land. Those were fair questions, and he would endeavour 
to answer them. He would only recite to them a few simple 
propositions which he had framed for his own use on the suhject. 
Land might be made legitimately subject to peculiar and 
exceptional taxation, because it was the creation of n a t u r e ; 
it came not from man but from man's Creator ; because it 
was essential to man's existence, to man's production, and to 
man's exchange of his products with his brother man ; because 
its value c i m e solely and entirely from the community ; because 
no par t of its value came front anything which its owner did for 
it or s|>ent upon it ; and because it could not be hidden and it 
could not be carried awav. (Cheers.) He had two observations 
to make on the taxation of land—tirst. that a tax on the value 
of land itself could not lie shifted from the shoulders of the 
owner to the shoulders of anybody else ; and. second, that a 
tax upon land was not a tax upon any industry. You did not 
tax anything which owed its value to what a man did or what 
a man spent. He said, as Adam Smith said, as John Stuart 
Mill said, and as Professor Marshall said, that out of the wealth 
which that man lxwsessed, which had come to him from nothing 
he had done and nothing he had spent, but had come to him 
entirely from the community, you might legitimately take, and 
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v u U ,,ught to take, a contribution for the needs of the community, 
(beers.) And now the murder was out. (Laughter.) That 

the doctrine of public plunder ; that was the doctrine of the 
freebooter. (Laughter.) He woukl rather stand in the dock 
bv the side of Adam Smith, of Mill, and of Marshall than sit upon 
the bench with Mr. Arthur Balfour. (Loud cheers.) After 
referring at length to the scope of the Budget taxes on land, 
the l>jrd Advocate said that the shrewder politicians among the 
I'urv p*rty saw very clearly that " this howl about the valuation of 
the land is the very straightest path to their political grave-
yard." (Laughter.) According to the latest agricultural 
ri turns, there were 508,000 agricultural holdings in Great Britain, 
and of the occupiers of these no fewer than +47,000 rented. 

Those people had no Form IV. to till up—(laughter) they 
»ished they had many of them. (Laughter and cheers.) When 
the heat and dust of that controversy had passed away men 
would Is-gin to realise that the battle of the valuation was 
f night generations ago, when this country definitely resolved 
to have direct taxation. Immediately they went in for 
direct taxation they were in for valuation. Amid re|>eatcd 
laughter the Iyird Advocate proceeded to inform the audience 
• >f the nature of " the terrible unanswerable questions " set 
forth in the first part of Form IV. ; he conlined himself to the 
tir-t |iart. Theownerof land did not need toanswer the quest ions 
in the second part unless he liked, and " no man can complain 
•f tieing asked questions he need not answer." (Laughter and 

•"lifers.) Having completed the list of the questions he went on to 
- >v that it was the agonising efforts of the landowners to answer 
tli .se unanswerable conundrums—(laughter)—which as they 
« dked along the streets, would enable them ton-cognise, by their 

•iTiigated brows and swollen eyes and look of anguish and despair, 
ill those who had the misfortune to be connected with the land, 
l-nighter.) Seriously, was it not pitiful, was it not contemptible 

'•heers)—that grown men should so howl and whim|ier about 
tilling up an Inland Revenue form ? Mr. Balfour said he 
Mr. Ure) was doing no harm to him or to his party. He (Mr. 

I're) well believed it. He cared nothing for Mr. Balfour and his 
party—(cheers)—but he did occasionally read the columns of 
t h e MORNING P O S T , a n d T H E G L O B E . a n d T H E S A T U R D A Y 
REVIEW, and anybody who did so was a hard-hearted and pitiful 
man indeed who sought to cast a stone at Mr. Balfour. He 
Mr. Ure) had many faults, but he had never yet been known 

to hit a man when he was down. (Prolonged cheering.) If he 
»erp disposed to do some injury to Mr. Balfour and his | » r t y 
he would devote his days and nights to egging them on to go 
tor the repeal of the land tax and to make Form IV. a test 
question at the next General Election. (I^augliter and cheers.) 
I"hen. in the graphic plirase of one of the stalwarts of their own 
!»rtv, they would find Form IV. was the shroud of all their 
hopes. 

And now this protracted conversation had come to an end. 
(Cries of " Go on.") He now came to his confession of faith. 
He was not a Single Taxer. (" Why T " and " Shame.") If 
by a single taxer was meant a man who was in favour of complete 
abolition of all other taxes, and of raising the revenue of the 
country bv a tax on land alone, he hoped he gave no offence 
to anybody if he said he had not yet quite taken leave of his 
-ensea. (Laughter.) He had a sneaking affection for the 
licensing duties—(laughter)—and the whisky tax—(cheers)— 
»nd the tobacco tax. (" Oh," and cheers.) He took off his 
hat to the death duties. As the head of a family, he abhorred 
•he Income-tax and the super-tax ; as a politician he adored it, 
and as an economist he bowed down and worshipped it. 
i laughter.) But he had never said nor induced anyone by 
»nything he had said to believe that he was a Single Taxer. 
*nd there was no single taxer among his friends in that room 
»ho had any reason to believe tha t he was one of that numlier. 
He had never been, and at his time of life never would Is-. Nor 
*»» he a land nationaliser. If he had come over with William the 
I onqueror-(laughter)- and taken a hand in the compilation of 
'he Iioomsday Book there was no saying what he might have 
'*en, but he forbore to speculate. The country was now dotted 
ever with factories, workshops, and mills, as well an handsome 
mansion house* and villas and cottages. He came to the con-
clusion that if they took them without |>aving for them it would 
he robbery, and if they took them and paid for them it was 
v T y like ruination. Not only wouki he not nationalise the 
"id ; he would go further—he would not nationalise a moral 

Principle. (Laughter.) He would not appropriate the qualities 
"f honesty, fair dealing between man and man. ami doing vonr 
•inly by your neighbour. He would leave those sterling virtues 

as they were and where they were the saored |xisse»sion 
locked within the breast of each individual man and woman 
ill the Community. (Cheers.) He had had opportunities 
enjoved by few politicians of this country of coming into close 
contact with the humbler of his fellow-countrymen. He had 
found some ignorance, some misconception, some confusion 
of thought, some lack of information ami of knowledge, accom-
panied withal by an eager and an earnest desire for sound and 
truthful information, but he rejoiced to testify that among 
his humbler fellow -countrymen he had found no lack of honesty, 
no lack of fair dealing between man and man, and no di*|x*ition 
to turn their backs iqion their duty to their neighlxiur. (lxnid 
cheers.) 

E A R L B K A l ' C H A M P O N F O R M I V . 

Alderman Sir Edwin Holden presid.sl a t a large meeting at 
Walsall Town Hall, on Octolier 12th. to hear Earl Beauehaiup, 
I»rd President of the Council, in support, of the candidature of 
Mr. John Morgan. Earl Beauchamp said all the questions on 
Form 4 could lie easily answered in any well-managed estate 
office. There might !>c eases in which a lady could not till up a 
form, but she had only to ask a male relative. The question of 
annual value was where the shoo pinched. (Laughter.) A 
very good thing about Form 4. added I/ird Beauchamp. was tha t 
" it makes them think." People who had !>ecn hoarding up 
undeveloped land in large towns had not paid their fair share 
of rates and taxes, and men and women engaged in industry 
had not hi-en able to get land on which to build habitations. 
The objection to Form 4 was only a symptom of objections to 
land taxes in general. " We are going to make the owner of land 
pay his fair share towards the cost of the country," he said -
an observation which was loudly cheered. He did not think Un-
importance of the tax was realist*! so much in large towns as in 
small areas. In large towns then- was generally a landowner 
who was willing to develop the land for the lienctit of the com-
munity, but in small towns and villages the landlord often refused 
to sell land for building house property, and as a consequence 
workers had often to travel miles from their home to their work. 
Form 4 said :—" If you want to keep this land for some one's 
sake you shall pay the tax, and I do not think that is an unfair 
demand." (Applause.) He believed the land taxes had come 
to remain (lart of the fiscal policy of the country, that they had 
come to stay, and however much the people who formed the lj ind 
Union might protest, they had not had the assurance to say 
that the land taxes would lie removed when the Opposition 
came into power. 

E A R L D E L A W A R R O N T H E B U D G E T A N D H I S 

E S T A T E . 

In a letter to the TIMES which appeared on October 14th. Lord 
de la Warr said :— 

I notice in your announcement of the sale of my Buckhuist 
estate a suggestion that I am selling owing to the Government's 
land legislation, and as this suggestion has been widely quoted, 
I should be obliged if you would allow me to state that this is 
not the reason for my action. 

The new land taxes do not affect agricultural land, and it has 
not even been suggested that any further burdens are to lie 
imposed u|sin agriculturists ; therefore sales of agricultural 
rotate* cannot be directly attributed to any action on the [>art 
of the Government. 

Mv chief reason for selling now. and I imagine other land-
owners have been and are I icing actuated by the same reason, 
is that owing to improved agricultural prospects in this country 
the demand for farms has increased, causing a natural rise in the 
price of land, and there is now an opportunity perha|>s, of selling, 
which has not existed hitherto, at any rate, for many years. 
Personally, I have contemplated selling ray farms for some 
time )>ast. I have always been in favour of a man owning his 
farm ; from every point of view it. is I letter that he should do so. 
Ownership creates a natural desire to improve property, and in 
the case of agriculture that improvement is a national lienefit. 
If a large landowner has no income other than that derived from 
his land, he cannot do justice to his estate or to his tenants, 
and it is. in my opinion, far better that he should sell it and give 
individual owners the op|>ort unity of doing what he is uuable 
to do himself. 
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MR. OEORGK LANS 151'RV ON THK RISK OK LAND 
VALUES IN KAST LONDON. 

In the WORKER of July-August, Mr. George Linsbury , L.C.C., 
contributes an article on the Taxation of Land Values. He 
welcomes the valuation being made under tlie 1910 Finance Act, 
and argues for a tax of 20s. in the £ on land values. In the 
course of the article he gives his experiences of the workings of 
landlordism in Kast London. 

" In tin' lifetime of every middle-aged man," lie writes, " this 
district of How and Bromley lias undergone a wondrous change. 
As a hoy 1 played on the fields around Roman Road and Grove 
Road ; in my lifetime I have seen the market gardens of Bromlej 
turned into u teeming hive of humanity, I have witnessed the 
filling up of the marshes with the refuse of London, and saw 
erected the houses which abound in Monier Road and the roads 
off White I'ost Lane. Hut not merely have houses been built, 
but as these liecamo occupied, streets and roads were made, 
sewers were dug, schools were built, lamps erected, and a whole 
series of social services were supplied, each service adding value to 
the ne ighborhood ; in addition, factories and warehouses were 
built, and where once only green fields flourished there has now 
grown lip within 40 years under our very eves a state of things 
which proves up to the hilt the case for the taxation of land values. 
For what is it all the above-mentioned things have done for the 
landlords? Simply th i s : increased the value of hind in this 
district a thousand fold, and in this way. First, population 
was pushed this way by clearances in the City ; as they arrived 
land was taken for building, and because of the presence of 
population, became of value, and because of the social needs of 
the people, lie came more valuable still ; every road which was 
built, every school that was erected, every lamp set up, every 
sewer that was cut simply put more value on the surrounding 
land ; even Victoria Park, and other recreation grounds, simply 
added lo the value of local land. The Tredegars, Macintoshes, 
Shaw licfevres, and other ground landlords, have sat still and 
reaped where others sowed ; and. to-day, the enhanced value 
of land in these parts simply swells the rent-roll of the landlord. 
Our local needs may grow or ra tes rise, but the ground landlord 
still waxes fat at. our expense." 

T H E T R O U B L E S OF CHURCH LANDOWNERS. 
At the first business meeting of the Church of Ireland Conference 

held in Belfast, on October 11th, the Provost of Trinity (Dr. 
Anthony Traill), discussing the financial crisis through which the 
Church had passed, said the series of Land Acts, beginning with 
that of Mr. Gladstone in 1881. had gradually crippled the re-
sources of the landlord class in Ireland. The Representative 
Body invested ."(A millions of the commutation money on first 
mortgages on Irish land. As rents were reduced their margin 
of safety was reduced, and large arrears on the payment of these 
mortgages had accrued. But the climax was reached when the 
Land Purchase Act appeared. It gave them a good chance no 
doubt , of recovering their capital as well as some of their arrears 
but the question arose : How were they to reinvest that capita] 
without serious loss of income ? The average return from the 
mortgages was at tin- rate of about 4] jier cent. ; the difficulty 
was t;> secure more than 3] per cent, on anything like the same 
security. The difficulty had been met bv' their obtaining the 
author i ty of their General Synod to look to foreign and colonial 
investments as mortgages came to be paid off. The sudden 
block in land purchase, owing to the refusal of the Treasury to 
advance the purchase -money on the terms hitherto granted 
had seriously complicated matters, had stopped that transfer 
process, and had left many landlords in danger of being ruined 
f rom their being unable to obtain the money for which thev had 
sold their lands to the tenants , while they were still liable for the 
charges on their estates. 

T H E " NKW ERA " IN TAXATION. 
From the FIELD. October 8th. 

At, the conference of Land Taxers held at Manchester in the 
latter part of | , w t week a resolution was passed hailing the 
Budget of ifcMMO as " t h e .lawn of a new era." in which land 
values will lie made available for public needs, and industry will 

i n ; n \ h " ' n " Krip of the land mono,M>lv.' The resolution 
urged the Government to have the valuation of the land com-
pleted with all possible speed and made accessible to the public 
and tha t a tax on land values so ascertained should lie J e v i t j 
to provide a fund towards the cost of education, poor refluf 

main roads, police, and asylums, and as a subst i tute for the 
remaining duties on the food and comforts of the people. It 
fur ther expressed the hope that , a t the earliest possible moment, 
local authorities should be empowered to raise their local revenues 
on the land values basis, with a view to relieving houses, factories, 
machinery, farm buildings, and other improvements from the 
present " grievous and ever-growing burden of rates." This 
resolution was moved bv Mr. Josiah Wedgwood, M.P., and 
seconded by Mr. Raffan, M.P. Its introduction was preceded by 
a sjieech from Mr. Alexander Ure, the Lord Advocate, who 
stated that the object of those around him was " to relieve the 
work of man's hand from all taxat ion," add ing : " T h e y say. 
and I think they are [lerfectly correct, t ha t if you t ax the value 
of land alone, you are then inducing a man to make the best 
possible use of his land ; but if you are going to t ax buildings, 
that is the best thing you can do to discourage him from making 
those buildings, and that is the short and long of the land taxation 
movement." Mr. Ure had been even more definitely enlightening 
in reference to the land taxing policy inaugurated by the Rudget 
in his speech at Dollis Hill a week earlier, when he frankly 
admit ted that it would not be worth whilo to have the valuation 
of land made, if its pur|*>se were merely the collection ot the 
Budget taxes. Land reformers, he added, " were keen tha t the 
valuation should lie made for another and a greater purpose 
still, in order that they might in time remove all rat ing and all 
taxing from the value of buildings and improvements—the work 
of men's hands—and place the whole of it upon the basis of the 
value of the land." j t is desirable to give these quotations, in 
order that the objects of the growing party of land taxers may be 
fully understood. So far as Mr. Ure is concerned, there is nothing 
new in these latest declarations of taxing policy, as he was 
equally explicit in the Report of the Select Committee on the 
l^and Values (Scotland) Hill of 1901, which he, as chairman. 
pre|>ared, and there is every reason to tielieve tha t he may be 
regarded as the real author of the new system of land taxation 
which Mr. Lloyd George intrexluced in his famous Budget. 

The possible sequel to the Budget thus foreshadowed is a 
question far above party politics, from which it is entirely dis-
sociated in this article. The stupendous ignorance of ways and 
means displayed by the advocates of the single tax policy, 
inherited from the late Henrv George, might be regarded simply 
with ridicule, if it were not for the still more profound ignorance 
of the subject prevailing among the masses of the people to whom 
the land taxers are apjiealing. The common idea of the value 
of land is enormously exaggerated, while the Eighth Command-
ment is apparently regarded by great numbers of people as not 
applicable to land. To exempt " the work of men's hands " 
from all taxation would be to leave practically the whole revenue 
of the country, imperial and local together, to be charged upon 
land, presuming that the work of the foreign men's hands would 
be regarded as equally sacred with that of the home workers. 
All products, natural or artificial, including alcoholic liquors, all 
salaries, and all business profits, would be exempted. Properly 
interpreted. moreover, all agricultural land would also be relieved 
of taxat ion, seeing tha t its value depends entirely upon its 
products, w hich result from the work of men's hand's as clearly 
as buildings or any other products of industry. The distinction 
which the single taxers at tempt to draw between the taxing of 
land and the taxing of land values is as nonsensical as the 
corresponding distinction between taxing food and taxing food 
values would be. In whatever form a tax is imposed upon a 
commodity, whether in pro(x>rtion to quant i ty or in relation to 
value, it can only be levied U|X>n the latter. 

If the single taxers would agree to levy the numerous fresh 
burdens on land which they propose only if these could all be 
met bv land values, including those of building sites, thev might 
safely In- allowed a free hand, seeing that this would be no 
more possible than it would l>e to get a gallon of liquor out of 
a pint |lot. The total annual value of land. a]>art from buildings 
and other improvements, would not meet the annual expenditure 
of local authorities alone. But although the whole of the rates 
cannot he charged upon land, there is serious danger of the 
exaction of an increase in the already excessive proportion of 
these- local burdens charged upon it. and it is none too soon for 
agriculture and land associations to concert together, and to 
seek the co-operation of all friends of agriculture, and even of 
common honesty, in opposition to the sequel to the Budget, for 
which these latter-day disciples of Henry George are clamouring. 
Nearly two years before the introduction of the Budget of 19o» 
an anicle on " T h e Ijind Policy of the G o v e r n m e n t " in the 
QUARTERLY REVIEW foreshadowed the |>olicv of land spoliation of 
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u4)ich the exist ing land dut ies f o rm only a small ins ta lment , and 
tlic leading inst igators of t ha t policy made no secret of their 
,.l>jecttf. Yet noth ing was done t o oppose their unjus t proposals 
until the Budget was introduced, and then it was too late to defeat 
them. At the t ime few persons h a d any idea of the s t rength of the 
single taxers in Par l iament and in the coun t ry at large. They 
were regarded commonly as an insignificant body, whose scheme 
of spoliation t he British people were too honest to enter ta in 
for a moment . Now tha t it is obvious tha t they cannot be 
treated with con tempt , and t ha t their misleading s ta tements 
and arguments are only too well calculated to blind people 
ignorant of the subjec t ' to t he real charac ter of their projects, 
the urgent need of public and widespread opposit ion to their 
movement is equal ly clear. 

MR. L L O Y D G E O R G E ON T H E SOCIAL P R O B L E M . 

\ t a public meet ing in suppor t of the social work of the 
I j l ieral-Christ ian l e a g u e , held in the City Temple on October 
17th, Mr. Lloyd George said :— . 

As a league you are pr imari ly concerned with t he subject ot 
desti tution amongs t the masses of the people. T h a t is the 
topic I propose t o dwell upon to-night . 1 mean to examine it 
as it ought t o be examined, qui te f r ank ly and fearlessly, but with- i 
out any ta in t of par t isan motive. The great unres t amongst 
the people in all the civilized countries of t he world is beginning to 
a t t ract special a t t en t ion . H u m a n i t y is like t he sea—it is never 
quite free f rom movement , but there are periods of compara t ive 
calm and others of turbulence a n d violent d is turbance . Every-
thing points t o the fac t t ha t the s torm cone has been hoisted and 
that we are in for a period of tempests . Wha t is the cause of these 
disturbances ? I t is idle to seek an explana t ion in any condi t ion 
of things which is peculiar t o one count ry . Tariff Reformers 
account for this d iscontent by saying it is a t t r i b u t a b l e t o our 
fiscal system, and t h a t once we copy Cont inental ideas and 
adopt Protec t ion our t roubles will lie a t an end. On the other 
hand, I not ice t h a t ex t reme Free Traders seem inclined to 
ascribe the t roubles on the Continent to the excessive dearness 
of the necessaries of life which is the inevitable result of high 
tariffs. The answer to both is t h a t the causes must be deejier and 
must be more universal ; for the area of d is turbance ex tends 
from the Eas t to the West . You have i t in Por tugal , in Germany , 
in France, in Austr ia , in Russia , I t a ly , the Uni t ed Sta tes of 
America, all of which are highly-protected countries. You 
have also got i t in the nor th of England, in South Wales, and in 
Scotland under the Free Trade banner . The only point the Free 
Trader is ent i t led to make as against his Protect ionist antagonis t 
is that there are no bread riots here and t ha t the t roubles abroad 
are al together acu te r—at least, if you can judge the virulence of a 
disease bv the t empera tu re of the pat ient . The Free t r a d e r 
con t ends ' t ha t , if his system has not eradicated the disease, it 
assumes at least a milder form where the pat ient has lieen 
inoculated with the Free Trade vaccine. (Cheers.) Still the 
fact remains t ha t the d is turbances have spread over Protect ionist 
and Free Trade countries alike. We must therefore search out 
other explana t ions t h a n fiscal ones. 

What are the Causes ? 

Within the last few days there appeared in the WESTMINSTER 
GAZETTE a very remarkab le contr ibut ion from an able correspond-
ent in the no r th of England. 1 observe in the weekly papers 
that this art icle has a t t r ac ted the a t ten t ion which it cer tainly 
deserves. This very well-informed correspondent explains the 
unrest amongs t the workmen in that part of England by a t t r i bu t -
ing it to the general discontent which the workmen feels with his 
lot. and by the fact t ha t he is given more and more to reflect 
iqMin t he cont ras t between his own l iaid grey life and that of 
other more favoured , a l though not more meritorious, n u m b e r s 
of society. Now. it is no use get t ing angry with those who are 
in this f r ame of mind, or even with those who. it is supposed, are 
responsible for creat ing t h a t impression on their minds, l o u 
may depend upon it t ha t , unless there is some real basis for this 
grievance, it will soon dissolve and evapora te . Bu t if there is. 
then t o ignore and neglect the real source of t rouble in the hope 
that it will soon exhaust itself would be an act of supreme un-
wisdom. W h a t we have got t o do is boldly and courageously to 
answer t he quest ion which our more u n f o r t u n a t e fellow-citizens 
have a right t o ask us. Are you sure tha t there is no real justifica-
tion for the discontent amongst the masses ? I-et us examine it . 
as far as we possibly can. wi thout passion or par t i san bias. 

When you come t o consider the momentous prospect which 
seems t o be opening out before us there is one fact which is 

full of hope, as far as this coun t ry is concerned. Both part ies 
admit the salient f a c t s ; nei ther pa r ty is satisfied with present 
cond i t i ons ; and thev are agreed in this, at any r a t e — t h a t 
those condit ions stand" in urgent need of mending. 'Hie presence 
of a mass of remediable pover ty is common ground to both pa r t i e s ; 
there is no recognizable section in this count ry who now contend 
that all is well : there is no section of a n y consequence will 
contend that the S ta t e cannot assist effectively in pu t t ing things 
right. 

Mr. Chamberlain s Agitation. 
I a m no t a Tariff Reformer ( laughter) ; all the same, I recognize 

that Mr. Chamberla in 's historic agi ta t ion has rendered one out-
s tanding service to the cause of the masses. It has helped 
to call a t t en t ion to a number of real crying evils festering 
amongs t us. the existence of which the governing classes in 
this count ry were ignorant of or overlooked. We had all got 
in to the habi t of passing by on the other side, "l oil will only 
have to look at the five or six main propositions which under-
lie Mr. Chamber la in ' s great appeal in order to realize t h a t 
nothing can qu i te remain the same once those propositions arc 
thoroughly accepted bv a great political pa r ty . W h a t is the 
first proposition ? That this is the most powerful Empi re 
under the sun. What is the second ? Tha t Great Britain is the 
hear t of this Empi re ; strong, powerful, rich enough to send 
oven more of its blood to the remotest member of this huge 
body, for he would t ax us even fu r the r for the enr ichment of the 
Colonies ; and in his view—sincere and genuine we can bear it. 
But wha t is the third proposit ion ? That in the affluent centre 
of this potent Empi re there is a vast mu l t i t ude of industr ious 
men, women, and children for whom the earn ing of a comfortable 
living, and o f ten of a bare subsistence, is difficult and precarious. 
W h a t is the four th ? T h a t to al ter this s ta te of things needs 
drast ic and far-reaching changes. He suggests a complete 
revolut ion in our commercial system. W h a t arc the fifth and 

i s ix th ' Thev are so impor tan t , when you come to consider 
remedies, that I invite your special notice to these propositions. 
The fifth is tha t the fact of such a sweeping change, involving 
losses and in ju ry to the fo r tune of individuals, ought to be no 
barrier to its immedia te adopt ion , since t he well-being ot tnc 

: ma jo r i t y of the people would the reby lie secured. Tins proposi-
t ion is "so impor t an t , inasmuch as every reformer knows lull 
well tha t the greates t obstacle of all in the pa th of reform is the 
existence of so m a n y vested interests whose roots have s t ruck 
deep into the exist ing order. There arc undoubted ly t rades and 
businesses tha t have a vested interest in our present commercial 
sys tem. To al ter it must necessarily br ing ruin on them, what -
ever the effect might lie on the rest of the coun t ry . Mr. C hamber-
lain ignores them entirely as an item even for consideration 

i let alone comjiensation, in his suggested reform, t h e s ixth 
proixisition is t h a t the t ime has come for seeking a remedy, 
not in vo lun ta ry effort , but in bold and comprehensive action on 

the par t of the S ta t e . . . , 
If you will only analyse these fundamen ta l principles of the 

Tariff Reform cani | iaign and tu rn tlicm over in your minds you 
cannot but realize- the magn i tude of the work which has a l ready 
been accomplished by Mr. Chamber la in ' s d rama t i c move. He has 
commi t t ed the pa r ty which, by t emperamen t , t radi t ion, a n d 
interest , is opposed to great c h a n g e s - h e has commit ted it t o 
proposit ions which social reformers of o ther schools of thought 
h a v e hithertei in vain sought to convert t hem to a recognition 
of and the consequences of such a conversion no man can now 
predict All I can say with confidence is tha t it opens ou t a 
prospect which is full of ho,H- for those who wish well to the 
wretched ami those who walk in despair. But I am not so sure 
that the knowledge that Mr. Chamlierlain 's principles could not 
end with the imposition of a tariff is not t he main reason why 
some .if the more prescient Conservat ives shrank from joining 
him in his raging an.l tear ing p ropaganda . It will tear u p a 
good deal more than its advocates ever d reamt of when they 
s ta r ted it. (Cheers.) 

Poverty Here and Abroad. 
After these essential facts have l>een, to use a legal phrase, 

admi t t ed on the pleadings of the two great rival parties in the 
S ta t e there set ms t o IK- no need of fu r the r evidence. Still, it is 
just as well to give a few s t r ik ing facts, in order to dr ive these 
admissions home to the conscience of the jury. Although I 
have observed a good deal of pover ty in my walk through lite, 
and al though 1 had read a good deal about poverty. confess 
I never qui te realize.! its poignancy unti l I came to adminis ter 
the Old Age Pensions Act. I found then what an appall ing 
mass of respectable, independent , proud misery existed amongst 
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us. Cases, within a few hundred yards of the City Temple, 
where jxxir women, old and worn, a f t e r honest industr ious lives, 
ex tending over 70 years , were still working away th rough 
the livelong day , s t a r t i n g ear ly , resting late, to ea rn a wretched 
p i t tance , which jus t saved them from s ta rva t ion , but never 
l i f ted t h e m above privat ion, earning 6s. a n d 7s. a week by 
needlework on the ga rments of those who in an idle hour will 
spend more on fr ivoli ty t han these poor people would earn 
III three years of toil paid bu t (is. or 7s. a week for endless 
labour, par t ing with .'Is. (id. of i t for rent , as t hey were obliged 
to live somewhere within the ambi t of work, the remaining 
2s. (id. or 3s. Od. having to provide food and ra iment to keep the 
|>oor h u m a n machine f rom s topping for ever. 'ITiese are the 
tales Ixirne in to me by the s tern, mat ter -of- fac t , a l though, I am 
pleased to say, sympa the t i c Government officials who adminis ter 
the Old Age Pensions Act. 

I / t us take one o ther fact . You have read, I have no d o u b t 
m a n y of you. Mr. Secbohm Rownt ree ' s wonderful s tudy of 
" P o v e r t y " in town life. You know with wha t lalxirious and 
a rduous care it was compiled ; how he invest igated t he condit ion 
of every family in the ci ty of York ; how he discovered that the 
large proport ion of the populat ion lived on means which were 
inadequa te to provide them with sufficient food to build up and 
sus ta in s t rength ; how he found tha t the physical condition of 
someth ing like SO per cent , of the children in the working c l a s s 
distr icts was under the average s t a n d a r d ; and how in the poorer 
dis t r ic ts more t h a n half these poor little wretches presented a 
Ijathctic spectacle showing the hard condi t ions agains t which 
they were struggling puny and feeble bodies, insufficiently 
clad, qui te evident ly insufficiently fed, bear ing every sign of 
pr ivat ion and neglect. 

Much more could I give you to demons t r a t e tha t a large mass 
of the populat ion in this the richest coun t ry in the world are 
living lives well within the a rea of pover ty and bordering 
oil the frontiers of des t i tu t ion and despair . As I have a l ready 
pointed out , this is a condit ion of things tha t is bv no means 
confined to this count ry . On t h e cont ra ry , the high prices of 
food which are the direct result of taxes levied on t he necessaries 
of life, make things much worse in Cont inental countries. A 
gent leman who had just ret urned f rom France assures me t ha t t he 
grea t railway strike, which for the t ime being th rea tened France 
with social and industr ial disaster, was the ou tcome of revolt 
agains t the sudden a n d a larming rise which lias t aken place 
recent ly in the prices of food in tha t coun t ry . This was inevit-
able, owing to the failure of the French harves ts a n d the heavy 
tax imposed on t he impor t of foreign wheat and breadstuffs . 
l h e French papers have ac tual ly been discussing a project for 
fixing t he price of food by Act of Par l i ament . Still, it is enough 
for us to know t h a t our country , in spi te of its enormous wealth 
is n o t free from the gr inding pover ty and des t i tu t ion which 1 
have described. And there is this addi t ional fact which we cannot 
overlook -ours is a hard cl imate for pover ty . In the warm a n d 
bright cl imates of the South , less food. less clothing, less shel ter 
are needed. There the sun is t he luxury of the unemployed ; one 
is less sorry for the t a t t e r ed wretch who slumbers with e m p t y 
jlockets in the ba lmy shade, t han for the careworn peasant w h o 
toils for a full, if f rugal , meal under the scorching rays of t he 
Southern sun ; but fogs and d a m p and f ros t are cruel on rags and 
wretchednes. This is a to r tu r ing c l imate for des t i tu t ion . 

The Contrast of Wealth. 
Now t h a t is one side of the pic ture ; let me give you another . 
We have recently had » great agi ta t ion in this coun t ry over 

the tilling up of some land forms under the 1909 Budget -ill 
the 1 ress hooters have been sounding in the stillness of the dull 
season a no te of indignation which was perfect ly deafening 
Wha t has i t lKH-n all abou t ? 1 a m not going to discuss the meri ts 
or d e m e n t s of my land taxes ; it would not Ix- relevant, and 
it would hardly Ix- right at such a Conference as this • but it is 
r a t h e r germane to inquire into t he n a t u r e of the grievance 4 
cer ta in number of people in this coun t ry who are owner* of 
p roper ty were asked t o supply a few detai ls as to the area the 
locali ty, and the value of t W i propert ies, and as to the con-
di t ions under which t h e y were let. Many of them have told me 
t h a t i t took them a b o u t ten minutes to till up the form A 
n u m b e r of large landowners complain tha t , employing thei r 
agen t s and all their clerks and surveyors at full t ime thev 
c a n n o t even in two months , till up t he forms in respect of their 
p roper ty . T W esta tes are so large tha t it takes over 60 d a y s 
to wri te o u t he barest outlines of the i r dimensions and locality 
You h a v e only to con t ras t tha t wi th the stories I have told you 

, h e Pover ty of men and women ju s t as meritorious as these 

others whose affluence is so burdensome in order to find soipe 
sort of explanat ion of these t remors of the ea r th which seem to 
menace the foundat ions of society. (Cheers.) 

So much for real p r o p e r t y ; what abou t proper ty as a whole, 
real and personal ? I have had dur ing the last two years to look 
into the dea th duties p re t ty closely, a n d I find t h a t ou t of 
420,000 adul t s t ha t die in the course of a year five-sixths own no 
pro|x-rty which it is worth any one's while securing a Government 
certificate for—a few articles of cheap clothing a n d perhaps a 
little furn i ture , which would hardly pay the rent if i t were sold by 
a broker 's man . Out of £300,000,000 t h a t passes annua l ly a t 
dea th a b o u t half belongs to someth ing under 2,(MX) persons. 
Had the 350,000 who died in pover ty led lives of indolence and 
thriftlessness and e x t r a v a g a n c e ? And had the 2,000, who 
owned between them nearly £150,000,(XX), had they pursued a 
career of industry , toil, and f rugal i ty ? Eve rybody knows tha t 
t ha t is not the- ease. It is facts such as these t h a t account for the 
murmurings in the hear ts of Britain, which betoken the presence 
of some organic disease in her system. (Hear, hear.) 

The Alleged Thriftlessness of the Workers. 
I saw it suggested by one able wri ter t ha t most of t he dest i tu-

tion t h a t prevails was traceable to thrif t lessness a n d waste 
amongst the wage-earning classes. I do not know whether 
the gent leman who wrote t h a t art icle ever tried his hand a t 
keeping a family and saving up on 21s. a week. Mr. Rowntree 
gives a case of a family where t h a t was a t t e m p t e d ; a hard-
working. sober husband, with an exceptionally t idy a n d resource-
ful little wife ; she had to mainta in a family of th ree children. 
In addi t ion t o that she put by something fo r ' a rainy day , in the 
shape of a small weekly insurance premium, a deposi t a t t he 
clothing d u b . and a weekly payment in a sick club. The sum 
she spent on food amoun ted to less, bv 4s. (id. a week, t h a n was 
necessary in order to feed her husband, herself, and her children 
on workhouse fare; and even then she had no th ing left for clothing, 
and whenever any new garments were needed for the family she 
had generally to t rench upon the weekly allowance for food. I 
do n o t say tha t there is not a good deal of misery created owing 
to bad housekeeping, and tha t much could not be accomplished 
it more a t t en t i on were paid to t ra in ing women for this all-
impor tan t task . I am sure it could ; but we must t a k e h u m a n 
n a t u r e as it is, and demand a s t anda rd which the average man and 
woman can conform to. 

Waste on Armaments . 
But is this the only waste that ought to be looked into ? I 

might indicate to you two or three directions in which social 
reformers could profi tably inquire in to the wasteful a n d ex t rava-
gant expendi tu re of our count ry ' s resources which t end to depress 
the s t a n d a r d of living for the rest of the communi ty . Take the 
money which is spent upon a rmamen t s , both in th is a n d in o ther 
countr ies . The civilised countr ies of the world are spending 
nearly £500.000,000 a year upon the machinery of war. I n 
addi t ion to t h a t , they are wi thdrawing from useful and produc-
tive labour some of the best brains, some of the most effective 
and Skilled lalxiur in their respective countries. Let us come 
t o our own country . I wish to have no misconception as to 
what I mean here. As long as o ther countries spend large 
sums of money on the weapons of offence thev are an undoubted 
menace to us and to our Empire. We m u s t defend the integr i ty 
and independence of these islands and the greatness of our 
position in the world at all costs. Therefore, whatever is accom-
plished in the way of reducing a r m a m e n t s ought to l>e brought 
about by internat ional unders tanding, which would leave' us 
secure whilst depr iving us as well as all o ther countr ies of the 
power to inflict in jury on our neighlxmrs. My concern now is 
s imply t o point out the gigantic waste which is involved in this 
expendi ture on preparat ions for h u m a n slaughter In this 
count ry our annual bill for a rmamen t s is someth ing like 
£70,000.0(10 ; that is. i t i s costing us £8 for every household in the 
United Kingdom. Were this burden removed Great Britain 
could afford to pay every member of the wage-earning classes 
an addi t ional 4s. a week, without interfer ing in the slightest 
degree with the profits of capital. (Cheers.) 

Waste in the Land. 
I would point out ano the r great source of waste, a n d that is 

the way in which the land of this coun t ry is adminis tered. 1 do 
not believe it is producing half of what it is capable of yielding 
One reason for that is that it is held under condit ions which 
do no t encourage d e v e l o p m e n t ; its tenure, which is designed 
for a to ta l ly different purpewe. that of securing the max imum 
of power to the landowner, is so precarious tha t capital , which 
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requires securi ty, is no t encouraged. The most profitable invest-
ment of capi tal is generally t h a t which looks for its reward 
years ahead. Tha t class of expendi ture is discouraged by a 
system of annua l tenancies, which makes it doub t fu l whether 
the m i n who puts in the labour and risks his capital will reap 
th» full reward of his enterprise. Another source of waste in 
connection wi th land is the enormous area of the land of England 
which is practically given over to spor t . In all. you have 
millions of acres exclusively devoted t o game. Much of it. no 
doubt, fit for noth ing else. A good deal of it is well a d a p t e d for 
agriculture and afforestat ion. In addi t ion to these great 
preserves in some of the mos t fertile par t s of this country , you 
will find hundreds of thousands of acres where the crops are 
injured and their value d a m a g e d by game preservat ion. When 
vou come t o the land a round t he towns, here the grievance is of a 
different character . You may h a v e a greater waste in pars imony 
than in prodigal i ty . T h a t is t he way the land a round our 
towns is w a s t e d ; livnd which might be giving plenty of air and 
recreation and renewed heal th and vigour to the workman is 
running to waste , as t he millions in our cities are crowded into 
unsightly homes, which would soon fill with gloom the brightest 
and s toutest hear t . Amongst the m a n y contras ts which a rich 
country like ours presents be tween the condition of rich and poor 
there is none more s t r iking than the profligate ex t ravagance with 
which land b y t he square mile is th rown away upon s tags and 
pheasants and partridges, as com parcel with the miserly greed 
with which it is doled ou t for the habi ta t ions of men, women, 
and children. You measure t he former by the square mile ; 
the latter is given o u t by t h e yard , and even by t he foot . The 
greatest asset of a coun t ry is a virile and contented popula t ion. 
This you will never get until the land in the neighbourhood 
of our groat towns is measured out on a more generous scale 
for the homes of our people. They wan t , as a necessity of life, 
plenty of light, p lenty of air, p lenty of garden space, which 
provides the heal th ies t a n d the most p roduc t ive fo rm of recreat ion 
which any m a n can en joy . I a m not against sport ; I only want 
to extend the area of its en joymen t . A small number of people 
like to t ake their spor t in t he form of des t roying someth ing ; 
the vast ma jo r i t y prefer cul t ivat ion to des t ruct ion. Some like 
blood ; o thers prefer bleiom. The former is considered a more 
high-class t as te ; b u t so few of us can afford to belong t o that 
exalted o rde r—they m u s t be qpntent with such humble pleasures 
as flower gardens and vegetable patches and frui t bushes can 
afford them. In the old days , there might have been some-
excuse for this congestion of housing s[>ace ; the means of 
locomotion were so inadequa te t ha t men had to crowd together 
within t he smallest compass ; bu t now, with electric t r ams 
and a general development of our t ransport system, there is 
no excuse for i t . A pernicious system which had its excuse 
in the exigencies of industr ia l life is neiw pe rpe tua ted th rough 
pure greed. The people of this coun t ry ough t no t to allow 
avarice a n d selfish niggardliness any longer to s t and between 
them and their highest interests . Every good f a rmer knows 
tha t if he is t o produce t he best class of oatt le and of horses 
on his holding he must look a f t e r their feeeling, their shelter, and. 
in the oase of horses, the i r t raining. W h y should men and 
women have less t hough t and a t t en t ion given to them than 
ca t t l e ? S ta t e smansh ip is, a f t e r all. fa rming on a grea t scale. 
Mr. Rowntree peiints out in his great work t ha t eine result of our 
present sys tem of wages and housing is t h a t 50 per cent , of the 
recruits tha t come u p for service in the Army are rcjecteel as 
unfit liecause of their physical inferiority. You app ly t ha t 
throughout every walk of our nat ional life, and you see wha t an 
enormous loss is"entailed on the natiem by its neglect t o a t t end 
to questions which affect the physical and the menta l vital i ty 
and efficiency of the race. 

The Watte of the Idle Rich. 

Another source elf waste is unemployment . A good deal of 
a t tent ion has been devoted recently te> unemployment amongst 
the working classes, and I a m glad of t h a t . Next year we hope 
to produce a great scheme for insuring these classes against the 
suffering which follows from lack of work ; but absolutely no 
thought has IK*.n given to unemployment ameingst the upper 
classes. This is just as grave as the other , and is a prolific cause-
of unemployment amongst t he workmen. A number of men 
and women are given t he best t ra ining t h a t money can afford, 
their physique is developed, their brains are s t rengthened 
and disciplined bv the best educat ion, and then, a f t e r they 
have spent the first 20 years—the first th i rd —of their lives in 
preparing and equipping themselves for work, t hey devote' 
themselves to a life eif idleness. I t is a soandalous and s tupid 

waste of first-class mater ia l ; a n d the worst of it is, the sys tem 
requires t h a t they should choose some of t he best men whom 
w •alth can buy to assist t h e m in leading this life of indolence 
with a degree of luxurious ease. It is a common, b u t shallow, 
fallacy t h a t , inasmuch as these rich find em p loyment for a n d pay 
good wages to those who personally minis ter to their comfor t , 
to t h a t exte>nt they are rendering a service t o the c o m m u n i t y . 
Quite the reverse. They arc wi thdrawing a large n u m b e r of 
capable men and women f rom useful and product ive work. 
I want to make it qu i te clear, so as tei avoid all possibility of 
misrepresentat ion, tha t 1 am not referring in t he least to the men 
who bv their own brains have made the money which enables 
them to purchase occasional leisure. There is no more hard-
worked class of men in the world than this. I refer exclusively 
to the idle rich. There is a larger number of |>eople of this class 
in this count ry than probably in any other count ry in the world. 
You will find them in Lu idon clubs, or in the count ry walking 
about with guns on their shoulders and dogs at their heels ; or 
upon golf courses ; or tearing along coun t ry roads at perilous 
S|H**1S ; not seeking to recharge exhaust**! nerve-cells spent 
in useful labour, but as the serious ix;cu|mtion of their lives. 
If you want to realise what a serious charge they impose upon 
the commun i ty I will put it in this way. If you t ake these- men. 
with their families and with their very large Ixxlv of retainers . 
you will find t h a t t hey a for something like two millions 
iif the population of this count ry . It is exact ly as if the great 
commercial and industrial cities of Manchester, Liverpool, and 
Glasgow were converted into great privileged communit ies in 
which no m a n was expected t o engage in any product ive or 
profi table enterprise, where the sole business of one set of citizens 
was t o en joy themselves and of the rest of the citizens to help 
them to do so ; allowances running up to scores of thousands 
a year Ix-ing made to some of the citizens, and running down the 
scale unti l the lowest of t h e m received a remi t t ance which was 
thre>e t imes as large as tha t of t he average wage in this count ry . 
Can you th ink of any th ing more wasteful, more burdensome 
to the communi ty , more unintelligent than a system of that kind ? 
And yet tha t fairly describes t he system under which we live 
in th is country , where a very numerous class of the populatifin, 
wi thout labour, still live lives of luxurious indulgence, and a 
great mul t i tude of others live lives of a rduous toil wi thou t 
earning sufficient feiod and raiment or repose. Relieve me, 
there is too large a free list in this count ry , and it cannot afford 
it. (Cheers.) 

A Parallel f rom the Sudan. 

I have recently had to pay some a t t en t i on to the affairs of the 
Sudan , in connection with some projects which have been mooted 
for irrigation and development in t h a t wonderful count ry . 
I will tell you what t he problem is in t h a t coun t ry—you may 
know it a l ready. Here you have got a great , broad, rich river 
upon which both the Sudan and Egypt depend for their fert i l i ty ; 
there is enough water in it t o irrigate- and fertilise both countr ies 
and every pa r t of both countries ; but if, for some reason or 
other , the water is wasted in the upper regions, the whole land 
suffers steril i ty and famine. There is a large area in tho Upper 
Sudan where the water has been atworlied by one t r ac t of country , 
which, by this process, has lieen conver ted into a morass, breeding 
noth ing "but pestilence. Proper ly and fairly husbanded, dis-
t r ibu ted . and used, there is enough tei fertilise! the most barren 
valley and tei make the whole wilderness blossom like the rose. 
Even then there would Ix; some whei would do be-tter t han others 
— the land which m a y have fallen to their lot may have more 
bounteous qualities, or its cultivateirs m a y Ixi bet ter fitted 
to make effective use of what they have got. Some inequalit ies 
would remain ; and rightly so. But whilst some would thus 
h a v e a surplus, all would lx- blessed with abundance . T h a t 
represents the problem of civilisation, not merely in this count ry , 
bu t in all lands. Semie men get their fair share of wealth in a 
land and no m o r e - somet imes the s t reams of wealth overflow 
to waste over seime favoured regions, of ten producing a morass 
which poisenis the social a tmosphere ; m a n y have to elepend 
on a little trickling runlet which quickly eva|xirate* with every 
commercial or industrial drought ; somet imes you have masses 
of men and women whom the fhxxl a t i ts height barely reaches, 
and you then witness parched specimens of humani ty , withered, 
hardened in misery, living in a desert where even the well of 
tears has long ago run dry . (Hear , hear.) 

A National Overhauling. 
W h a t is to be done ? Once more I agree with Mr. Chamberlain 

tha t , whatever is done, the remedy mus t be a M e i one. Our 
efforts hithertei have lx*-n too t imid, tex> nervous, achieving no 
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great aim. Ik-fore we succeed in remedying one evil, fresh 
ones crop up. We are hopelessly in an-ear. The problem has 
to lie considered on a great scale. The time has come for a 
thorough overhauling of our national and Im|ierial conditions. 
That time comes in every enterprise commercial, national, and 
religious ; and wis; In- to the generation that lacks the courage 
to undertake the task. I believe the masses of the people are 
ready for great things ; nay, they are expecting them. Some-
times I have the pleasure of motoring through the Welsh moun-
tains with men who know something of practical science, and 1 
notice there is nothing that grieves them more than to witness 
a powerful mountain stream, rushing in wild fury down hills and 
|*ecipices, tearing itself in its frenzied hurry to esca|>e from its 
bleak surroundings, doing nothing, effecting nothing on its way, 
occasionally turning a half-rotten mill-wheel, which has long 
ceased to supply the needs of the valley, grinding no corn to feed 
the people dwelling on its banks, setting no machinery in motion 
to light up the gloom of their homes. That is a parable of the 
feeling that comes over all men who have devoted their energies 
to accomplishing something in the public life of this country, 
and especially to at tempting something that will improve 
the condition of the jieople. It disheartens them to witness 
some great sweeping burst of popular enthusiasm, rushing 
along, irresistible, inspiring, majestic, and all spent 011 some 
trivial purpose or project, which, even if accomplished, would not 
advance humanity 011c furlong along the road tha t leads towards 
the dawn. My counsel to the people would be this—let them 
enlarge the pur|Mise of their polities and, having done so, let 
them adhere to tha t purpose with unswerving resolve through 
all difficulties and discouragements until their redemption is 
accomplished. 

M E C H A N I S M O K T H E F I N A N C E A C T . 

THK CIVIIJAN, the accredited organ of the Civil Set vice, in the 
issue of October 1st, gave the following account of the machinery 
through which the Finance Act will Is- administered :— 

If truth is stranger than fiction one cannot help wondering 
a t the methods of the sensational Press. Perhaps the explana-
tion is, that t ru th at its strangest may be stranger than fiction 
at its strangest, but that t ruth is not a t its strangest often 
enough. Anyhow, it is clear that the sensational Press does not 
really rely 011 the proverb. For example, much greater promin-
ence has been given to fiction about [.and Values than to the 
truth about I .and \ allies ; but it is impossible to say how much 
of the fiction has lx-en due to dulness. and how much to obliquity 
of vision. It seems more generous to saddle ignorance with 
the responsibility rather than disingenuousness, and in accord-
ance' with our principles, we adopt the mom generous view. We 
propose. therefore, to throw light e>n a matter in which darkness 
prevails-—the machinery by which Part I. of the Finance Act is 
lieing operated. The governing authori ty is the Hoard (or Com-
missioners) of Inland Revenue, and they act through their 
following departments:—The Secretaries' Office (of which the 
I-and Values Department is a branch): the Chief Valuer's I 
Department ; the Solicitor's Department : the Department of 
the- Controller of Stamps and Stores ; the Department of the 
Chief Ins|iecte>r of Taxes ; the Estate Duty Office ; the Depart-
ment of the Chief Inspector eif Taxes, and the Department of the 
Accountant and Controller-CJeneral. The local I.anel Valuation 
Officers are appointed by the Hoard through their Secretaries' 
Office, and their eluties are limited tei the distributing and collect-
ing eif Forms of Return. They have nothing to elo with the 
valuation of the land. The valuation of the land is the special 
concent of the elepartmcnt of the Chief Valuer, whose head eiflice-
is at Somerset House'. The country has been mapped out into 
divisions, and each division into districts. Each division is in 
the immediate control of a Superintending Valuer, anel each 
district e>f a District Valuer. It is the District Valuers who 
(subject to supervision) estimate the value's require d by the Act. 
The procedure in the- case- of Increment Value Duty is as follows : 
When an occasion arises for the payment of tluit duty e>n the- , 
increment value of land, certain documents and particulars 
iclating to the event eir transaction must be presented to the-
Commissioners. Such juirtioularx are received by tl»- Controller 
of Stamjw. either at bis chief office (Increment Value Duty 
Branch) at Somerset House, or at other appointed s tamp 1 ftice's 
under his control ; and where none eif these e flie-es is near, the 
particulars may be lodged at any local s tamp cffice eir Money 
Order Office authorised to transact Inland Revenue business, 
whence they are- forwarded to Somerset House for examination! 
If in O l d e r , the elocumcnts are impressed with the " Particulars 

Delivered " stamp and returned ; and instruments so stamped 
are duly stampe-d as regards Increment Value Duty. The par-
ticulars arc then referred to the Valuer for the elistrict in which 
the property is situate, who determines the Original Site Value 
as at the 30th April, 1909 (if this has not already been done), 
and the Site Value 011 the occasion under review. An increment 
of one-tenth of the Original Site Value is allowed free of tax, 
and duty is charged on any increment above that. The duty is 
asse-sse-d at the I .and Values Office, Somerset House, and is 
payable to the Commissioners through their Accountant and 
Controller-General. Hut apart altogether from the valuations 
immediately necessitated by the presentation of particulars 
for the purposes eif Increment Value Duty, valuations are to be' 
made of the whole of the land in the country, and it is for the 
purposes of this general valuation that Foims of Return are now-
being issued by the Land Valuation Officers. The Original 
Values so determined will form the basis eif the assessment, not 
only of Increment Value Duty but of Undeveloped Land Duty 
as well. The latter is an annual tax, and will be assessed at the 
Uinel Values Office. On each occasion upon which Reversion 
Duty bccomes payable, accounts have to lie sent to the Land 
Values Office'. The papers are then referred to the valuers, who 
determine the two values from which the benefit is ascertained. 
Duty is then assessed on that benefit, at the Land Values Office. 
Mineral Rights Duty is upon a somewhat different footing. 
The values as ascertained by the valuers are not the basis of the 
charge, and the Foims of Return are served by the Surveyors of 
Taxes. The Surveyors submit to the Commissioners assessments 
based on the annual rental value of the minerals as shown in the 
returns. These assessments are revised at the Land Values 
Office and signed like' all the other assessments by the Com-
missioners. It may IK- added that all the eifficials employed in 
the- administration of Part 1. of the Act have made the declaration 
of secrecy. 

A N E W PROPOSAL FOR LOCAL TAXATION. 

MORE I N C O M E A N D H O U S E T A X E S . 

The autumn general meeting of the Association of Municipal 
Corporations was held on October 7th at the Hotel Metropole. 
Mr. A. H. Scott, M.P.. presided, and there was a large attendance. 

The Chairman read a speech w hich the President. Mr. Harmood-
Banner, M l'., who was unable to be present, had prepared, and 
in which he said that the question of finance had again engaged 
much of the time of the Association, and it would continue to do 
so until the Government were prepared to meet the reasonable 
requirements of municipalities in regard both to the conditions 
imposed on them and the contributions made by the Imperial 
Exchequer towards the expenses incurred by the leical autho-
rities in the performance of services which were admittedly 
national in character. The question of bow the proceeds of the 
l>and Value Duties were to lie allocated was still engaging the 
attention of a sub-committee. Owing to the reduction in the 
whiskey money the' Government had agreed that half the proceeds 
of the Land Value Duties should be applieel in the present year 
to meet the deficiency. It was not, however, propeised by the 
Government to hand over tlie half which was retained last year. 
The Government, too. were now claiming that part at least of 
the- money required for extension of the Old Age Pension Scheme, 
in consequence of the disappearance next year of the pauper dis-
qualification, should lie paid by the taxjiayers. Clearly, how-
ever, this was neit a local matter , and the* "whole of the i-ost of 
extending the scheme should be- met from Imperial funds. 
(Cheers.) 

I.oe-AL A N D I M P E R I A L F I N A N C E . 

Mr. 11. Brevitt (Town Clerk of Wolverhampton) proposed a 
resolution providing that in view of statements made by the 
Chancellor eif the Exchequer in June last it should la- an instiuc-
tion to the Law Committee to prepare for the consideration and 
approval eif the Council and of the Association a scheme feir 
submission to his Majesty's Government containing among other 
things definite proposals for the broadening of the basis of 
taxation for loe-al purposes and for the solution of the problems 
in relation to leical and liniicrial finance. He said that as 
regatded Imperial taxation every contributor paid ace-ording tei 
bis ability, but in respect eif local taxation contributions were 
made not according tei ability, but according to the rateable value 
of the property occupied. Personal property was not elealt with 
for local taxation purposes, and the whole elf the leieal taxation, 
therefore, was borne by tlie occupiers of property. The annua] 
value of houses in Great Britain which wen- charged tei inhabited 
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house duty was £103,000.000, and as the annual value of houses 
of less rental value than £20 amounted to £35,«*0(>,000. then' was 
here a little reservoir on which they might draw. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had pointed out that there was in foreign 
countries a local income tax, a certain percentage added for local 
purposes to the tax imposed in the tirst instance for national 
purposes. The total income under review in a recent year was 
£602,000,000, of which only £477,000.000 was taxed." so that 
£185,000,000 was untaxed. It was a question whether the 
exemptions did not go too far and whether a readjustment of 
them would not yield something without injury to anyone. 
The foremost objections to the present system were the in-
adequacy of the grants and the uncertainty of yield of the sources 
on which local authorities had to draw. 

The Town Clerk of Liverpool seconded. 
The Town Clerk of Blackburn moved an amendment merely 

instructing the Council to consider whether the Association should 
accept the invitation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer to make 
proposals with regard to the mat ters mentioned in the resolution. 
The Royal Commission on Local Taxat ion, he said, had supplied 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer with the means of solving the 
problem if he cared to avail himself of it. (Cheers.) Weie they 
likely to arrive at a solution of the problem if they undertook it 
in less than five years ? (Cheers.) 

The Town Clerk of Salford seconded. 
The amendment was adopted by 71 votes against 32. 

TOWN P L A N N I N G CONFERENCE. 

An Internat ional Town Planning Conference was held in the 
Royal Ins t i tu te of British Architects, London, October 10th-
14th. During the Conference several papers were read which 
indicated that , af ter all, the Housing and Town Planning 
question had some connection with the Land question. At the 
same time there were several prominent members of the Con-
ference who did their utmost to keep the Land question entirely 
out of it. We hojie to get fuller re|K>rts of the papers in due 
course. Meantime we give from the TIMES a brief report of 
one jiaper, contributed by Mr. C. H. B. Quenneil. F.R.I .B.A., on 
" Town Planning and Land Tenure." 

He said the 19th century towns and suburbs might be said 
to have been laid out without any road sense, and were a mere 
congeries of houses, swarming like bees in a cluster, at the side 
of the railway. Admirable as the Town Planning Act was, i t 
did not contain within its sections any powers' to alter the causes 
that in the past had had the effect of producing the old, bad, 
commonplace suburbs. Briefly, it might be stated tha t the 
Town Planning Act offered two ways by which town planning 
schemes could be carried through. The one where local 
authorities boug ' t land and developed it themselves ; the other 
where, af ter Consultation with landowners and other interested 
parties, a town plan was prepared which was left to private 
enterprise to be carried out. Of the two alternatives it was 
safe to assume that the latter would be the one generally adopted, 
as being more in sympathy with English traditions. Suburban 
development, then", would proceed on much the same lines as 
before, excepting only that each detail would form part of an 
ordered scheme, Waring its proper relation to the whole. But 
the provision of the necessary capital and the details of land 
tenure remained unclianged under the Act. Now it was just 
these same very utilitarian details that had shipwrecked many 
a good scheme in the past, and he proposed to recapitulate them 
for the benefit of those who might not be familiar with them. 
Much depended on the spirit in which the interested |«ulies- -
landowners and others were preiiared to lend their siqqiort 
to the local authorities. If a sufficient measure was forthcoming, 
well and good ; if not then the lat ter developments of town 
planning might rest with the local authorities in buying land 
and developing it themselves. It should lie rememWred that 
these local authorities had had, under the recent Finance Act, 
a very powerful weapon added to their armoury in land valuat ion, 
and the price fixed for the time being would form the basis of 
the bargain by which it might lie acquired for improvement 
schemes. Tho first of the causes that had had the effect of 
producing the bad old towns and suburlw was the method* 
which had hitherto been used by landowners in the development 
of their estate* anel the general disregard of all the amenities. 
The fairly general practice hael lieen to lay out each separate 
building estate aa a thing apart , and with little relation, if any. 
to its surroundings, and within the confines of its boundaries 
to crowd in as many regulation rectangular building plots of 

the minimum width and depth as could lie planned to abut on 
its roads. In so doing, trees, levels, old hedges or landmarks 
were utterly disregarded. It had Income the fashion to use the 
speculating builder as the whipping-beiy for the landowner, 
whereas, as a matter of fact, the damage had nearly been com-
pleted by the landowner before the builder turned up to complete 
the horror of the scene with his stock-pattern villa. The builder, 
when he did turn up, took up land on a building egrecment at 
a ground-rent of so much per foot frontage ; he would be charged 
only a |>cpperoorn, or nominal rent, during the shortest time that 
it was estimated he could build his houses. In the generality 
of cases such persons had little, if any, of the requisite knowledge 
to decide whether the houses were good or bad from the archi-
tectural point of view. In short, the amenities were not con-
sidered. The pepperoorn arrangement is quite a fair and good 
one for the builder assuming that he sold his houses readily, 
but it bore' very hardly on him when the reverse was the case, and 
in what should be a joint venture the landowner had much the 
better eif the bargain. Under what was known as the private 
deed system it was necessary, when purchasing land, to prove 
the vendor's title. To do this there was the necessity of going 
liack 40 years, and ascertaining that the estate was not encum-
bered in any way. The abstract of title had to IK' verified, all 
probates of wills must lie; baiked into, and altogether the legal 
side of land tenure must amount to a considerable lirst charge 
on any estate. In the case of railways, the companies' official 
advisers had generally estimated the cost of the preliminary 
negotiations and transfer of land to cost about 10 per cent, of 
the value of the land so acquired. Unless, then, town-planning 
schemes were to meet with a larger measure of support from 
landowners than the railways had, it might cost £1,000 to obtain 
£10,000 worth of land. Tlie last stage eif the transaction would 
probably lie the provision by the purchaser of the necessary 
capital for the purchase. If a mortgage were raised the title 
must again be proved before the mortgagee- could lie assured 
that he had a proper security, w ith additional costs and charges 
for so doing, which must again lie incurred if it was at any time 
desired to clear the property. Out of these conditions, and the 
abuse of them, had evolved those dreary tracts t ha t surrounded 
our towns : the grey, serried ranks of villas wherein a large 
proportion of them passed their existence. They stoexl as 
gloomy sentinels, drab, dull, and miserable, of the utter lack 
of regard for the amenities that characterised the nineteenth 
century. 

T H E D E V E L O P M E N T A N D E X P A N S I O N O F O U R 
T O W N S . 

I (Be-ing extracts from a l'ain-r read at the recent Town Planning 
Conference, by M. A. Atrocsrra REY. Architect, Paris.) 

At the present moment, under the evolution of conditions 
and circumstances which may almost IK- regarded as organic, our 
towns must necessarily develop anel expand for some time to 
come. 

It is worth while separating and emphasising the fundamental 
interest the people have in tracing out in advance and with 
method the plan of the future enlarge-ment of their cities. On 
the one hand this interest concentrates itself almost entirely in 
the increase of the direct expenditure necessary for the health 
and well-being of the whole of the inhabitants : and, on the 
other, in the reduction of such expenditure as profits only an 
insignificant minority. 

The conditions of existence of our modern town communities 
is based upon a value, for the most |>art fictitious or artificial, 
given to its site. 

It is profoundly unreasonable tei desire to perpetuate a con-
ception of private property which allows the value of the ground 
ti|mn which a town has been built, upon which it must spread, 
to increase indefinitely and without check or hindrance. Can 
not everybody see that this soil, to which this fictitious value is 
given, is the necessary economic basis of modern human life. 

Is there any valid excuse for this economic phenomenon, 
which consists in enriching a very small numlicr, to flic direct 
detriment of the general public interest, which is public health, 
by speculations in urban land ? Such speculations are in 
effect responsible for the im|K)ssibility, without colossal 
expenditure, of making healthy and salubrious the older quarters 
of our older towns. 

Should there IK- any hesitation to take sides in this municipal 
straggle in which the two opposing armies are already engaged, 
those who wish to keep the price id land as low as |Kissible, and 
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those who wish to make it such as will encourage the speculations 
of which it is tho object ? 

For any civilisation which ranks the public health higher 
than the for tunes of the few, no hesitation is possible. The 
solution, then, is to restrict speculation in the land [and land 
values) of our towns. 

R E M A R K A B L E M E E T I N G AT T H E N A T I O N A L 
L I B E R A L CLUB. 

DISCUSSION ON LAND VALUES. 
A very interesting discussion followed the dinner held on 

October 17th to inaugurate the winter session of the Political 
and Economic Circle at the National Liberal Club. Mr. Emile 
Hat/.feld read a paper on " The I-and Question and the Budget ." 
He said that the Budget was the beginning of great things. I t 
took a small profiortion of the unearned increment of increased 
values of land. It would take more as t ime went oil, until it 
took the whole of the value created by the presence of the com-
munity. Land would then Is- let to the highest bidder, even 
as it was a t the present, and he did not think there would be 
any necessity for the organisation of labour. If by t h a t time 
the income from land was insufficient to meet the expendi ture 
of the Stale , there will still IK- left the resource of taxat ion. He 
prophesied tha t the complete valuation of the land of the United 
Kingdom would show its capital value to Ixt no t far short of 
live billions. Probably twenty-live years ago the same value 
did not exceed four billions. Had the increment value been 
taken from that t ime it would have been mon- than sufficient 
• " pay off the National Debt. 

Mr. Harold Cox followed Mr. Hatzfeld, and repeated all or 
nearly all his old a rguments with which we arc so familiar. 
'I hero was nothing remarkable in this, bu t there was something 
most remarkable and sensational in the reception his a rguments 
got. This highly res|ieotable audience, full of good feeling 
towards the man, wore painfully intolerant of his arguments, 
"hey won- rude, impat ient and noisy in their in terrupt ions and | 

expressions of dissent, a l though thoy quickly repented of their 
breach of the rules which govern a discussion. They simply 
could not bear the a rgument s which Mr. Cox used with con-
siderable acceptance in the same place two years ago. 

On the o ther hand, when Mr. Hatzfeld and Mr. Berens in reply 
used full Singlo Tax arguments , when thoy denounced land-
lordism in the freest manner , this audience cheered vociferously. 
We have seldom seen a meeting in which there were so many 
jieople eager to demolish an a rgumen t repugnant to them. 
Measured by the fooling of this meeting, our cause has made 
remarkable progress. 

" T I M E S " ON MR. L L O Y D G E O R G E ' S S P E E C H . 
Mr. Lloyd George yes terday delivered a remarkable speech 

at a meeting of the Liberal Christian League in the City Temple. 
Tha t is a non-political b<KLV. a n d the meet ing received the benisoii 
of Mr. Balfour. Desti tut ion, or social waste. was tho theme of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer , a n d he realized his expressed 
intent ion to present the problem in a way which, while i t m a y 
excite criticism and controversy, a t least offends no par ty 
prejudice and aims a t no par ty advantage . The speech is 
marked by sincerity, by a moderat ion of tone which Mr. Lloyd 
George too rarely displays, and by a more philosophic handling 
of grave social questions t h a n we can remember him to have 
previously achieved Mr. Lloyd George has made 
a good beginning. But he must go on, and recognize t h a t it 
takes a great m a n y very different sorts of people to make a 
country, and especially to make a country like ours, with manifold 
activities reaching to the ends of the earth.—TIMBS, October 
18th. 

TAXPAYERS deliberately lowered their s t andard of living and 
refused to stock or cul t ivate their farms to the best advantage 
having found by ex|H-ricnce that the increased taxat ion following 
upon a n j w v i d e n c e of improvement was of ten more t h a n sufficient 
to deprive them of the f rui ts of increased indus t ry and enterprise 
The taille was, in tltis way, a distinct check to' the creation of 
wealth and to the increase of comfort . Tlie Consti tuent Assembly 
pronounced it responsible for " a negligence, a deprivat ion and 
an insa lubr i ty m the major i ty of rural dwellings, most injurious 
to the comfor t and even to the preservation of the tillers of the 
soil.' ' H e n r y Higgs, M.A.. of the British Treasury, on the 
French Revolut ion in Vol. VI I I . of the Cambridge Modern 
History. 

N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 

T H E M A N C H E S T E R C O N F E R E N C E . 

The Conference of advocates of the Taxa t ion of Land Values 
held at Manchester, 30th September to 2nd October, const i tu tes 
a memorable event in the history of the movemen t in Great 
Britain. The proceedings were carried out fai thful ly to the pro-
gramme which we published in last month ' s issue, and there was 
no hitch of any kind. Much of the credit for the smooth working 
of the arrangements is due to the able and devoted secretary of 
the Manchester Ix-ague, Mr. Ar thur Weller, to Mr. Z immerman 
to Dr. McDougall and to other Manchester co-workers. Mr' 
Skirrow gave valuable assistance to Mr. Weller in the final 
arrangements . 

Representat ive Single Taxers and advocates of the Taxa t ion 
of I-and Values were present from all par ts of the coun t ry—from 
Inverness m the North, f rom London in the South, f rom Wales 
and from Ireland. It is the first Conference of the kind, ex tending 
to more than one session, ever held in the whole course of 
the agitat ion for I .and Reform and the Taxa t ion of Land Values 
in (ireat Britain. 

To all concerned it was an inspiring demonst ra t ion of political 
power and influence, indicating qui te plainly the forces and 
agencies both old and new a t work in many different ways and 
parts in promoting the ideas and proposals of the Taxa t ion of 

" N a l u e 8 - Many well known and act ive workers from d i s t an t 
parts were present, but as was expected and hoped for, t he grea t 
body of those present were from Lancashire and Yorkshire. 
Everyone a t tended in a fine spiri t to listen to the Lord Advocate 
in his master ly exposition of " Form IV." and his clear, firm 
S t a t e m e n t of the Taxat ion of Lvnd Values ; to consider at the 
business meeting the question of ways and means ; to listen to 
advice from others ; and to contr ibute their own view as to wha t 
could or should be done to advance the cause. The discussion 
arising out of Mr. Verinder 's paper, " The relationship of Land 
Values Taxat ion to Free Trade, Housing and Unemployment " 
was a series of ringing speeches from men who had come to the 
conclusion tha t there can be no Free Trade, no superior housing 
and no relief f rom unemployment , until landlordism is ou t of the 
way and until industry is relieved from the burden of t axa t ion 
The note s truck, all through the discussion, was one of challenge to 
he ,K)hticians to press on with the demands made in the reso-

lution carried, and to delay at their peril. 
The Henry George Commemoration Dinner, held at the Grand 

Hotel, on the Sa tu rday evening, was the largest in point of num-
bers ye t held in this country. It was unique in respect of the 
number of representat ive followers of Henry George present 
Mr and Mrs Joseph Fels were the guests of the evening, though" 
unfor tuna te ly and to the regret of all present, Mrs. Fels w*s 
unable to IK- present through indisposition. 

Sunday morning and evening were devoted to a discussion on 
the moral as,>eet of the movement for the Taxa t ion of L a n d 
Values, and in the af ternoon a great public open air meet ing 
was held in the Alexandra P a r k under the auspices of the Man 
Chester League. 

T H E LORI) ADVOCATE O P E N S T H E C O N F E R E N C E . 

The Lord Advocate, the R t . Hon. Alex Ure K C M P 
opened a discussion on land valuation and the Finance Act 
at a meeting (open to the public) in the Town Hall. Manchester 
on Fr iday evening, Septemlicr 30th. The large hall was qui te 
lull and Mr. Ure was accorded an enthusias t ic reception. 

Mr L W. Zimmerman, President of the Manchester League 
presided, and among those present were : - Jos iah C. Wedgwcxid' 
5 - S - Wedgwood, P. w . Raffan. M.P.. Gordon H a r v e y ' 
w ' n ( : r \ I " , l h " m ' M.P.. Geo. Harwood, M.P.. Arthur Hawort i i ' 
M . I . . H . Elverston. M.P.. Joseph Fels, Dr. Percy McDougall 
' r Y ' w Treasurer of the Manchester League). Mrs.' McDougall 
Ed McHugh. W. R. Lester. Professor Find lay. Wm. D. Hami l ton ' 
J o h n Orr. R. C. Orr. Miss Orr. C. H. Smithson. Mrs. Smithson ' 
Fredk. Vennder C. W. Sorensen. J . W. S. Gallic. J a m e s Busby 
Boddoe Rees. \ \ m. Reid. Richard Brown. C. E. Shroeder 4 W 
Metcalfe. S. Dugdale . Mrs. Dugdalo. I). Catterall . J o h n Archer' 
R MoGhee. Harry de Pass. J . H. Thewlis. A. H. Weller (Secretary 

, h p Manchester U-ague). Mrs. Weller. F. S. Oppenheim 
\ \ m . Noble. Ruper t Eas t . Mis. Edwin Pease. J . McK.-nzie M 
McKenzie. R. L Outhwai te . D. MeLatxIv. J . C. Durant F~ K ' 
r y . « r T l > h D a v i 8 0 n " Herbert Taylor". A. W. Madsen. and 
J o h n Paul. 
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Mr. Zimmerman spoke of the increased acceptance during the 
last few years of the principle of the Taxation of Land Values. 
The people now realised, he said, that a good or bad land system 
Iwre the same relation to national well-being that a good or bad 
sanitary system bore to the national health. Eight centuries 
ago this country was in a state of ferment concerning valuation, 
and Freeman said concerning tha t agitation : " This kind of 
inquiry, never liked at any time, was specially grievous then, and 
led to disturbances in which not a few lives were lost." For-
tunately there had l>een no lives lost in the making of tin- new 
" Domesday Book," but a good many people seemed to have 
lost their heads, and lie might say this of Mr. Lloyd George 
(cheers)—that he was not as incorrigible as William the Con-
queror. (Laughter.) 

Mr. lire said he had thought of demonstrating how reasonable 
and how necessary the tilling up of Form IV. was unless the land 
clauses of the Finance Act were to become wholly farcical. But 
the storm had ceased and the necessity had passed away. The 
fury and the frenzy which had l>een raised over Form I V. had 
died of inanition in spite of the rather feeble a t t empt to fan 
the flickering llame made by Mr. Balfour in a foolish telegram 
to Mr. Pre tyman in which he s|toke o f " the impenetrable mystery 
of valuation," and referred to the movement for levying taxes 
u|K>n values created by the community as likely to fall to pieces 
of its own weight amid universal derision—rather cold comfort 
to the most active and energetic members of his own party who 
won their seats because they pledged themselves to the principle 
of the Taxation of Land Values. (Cheers.) 

As was (juite natural, the note of quietude and good sense 
tirst came from Scotland. Forty-eight hours ago the Scottish 
Estate Agents' Association a very competent body of men, 
held a meeting at Edinburgh. According to the newspaper 
rejxirt, these wise men settled down quietly to the examination 
of Form IV. They came to the conclusion that they would 
afford every assistance to the members of their Association, 
and others in filling up the first part of the form. He was certain 
they would not be overburdened with work in rendering that aid 
—(laughter)—but at any rate, they had preferred it. When they 
came to the second part of the Form they thought it better on 
the whole to pause a little, to form themselves into a small com-
mittee and to invite the Surveyors' Association, the Scottish 
Lind and Property Defence Federation, and the Land Union to 
do the same. The idea was tha t these committees should join 
together and endeavour to understand t he second |>art of the Form 
and then communicate their collective wisdom to all their mem-
bers. The final i»r t of the resolution commanded even greater 
approval than he had given to the first. " The meeting," the 
report read, " agreed to the proposal that these small committees 
should be formed and should unite together on the distinct under-
standing that the Joint Committee would undertake no political 
propagandist work of any kind whatever." " What wise men my 
countrymen are ! " said Mr. Ure. " Let every man stick to his 
job. They understand the method of valuation, and if they live 
long enough they will understand the principle which lies at the 
root of inviting contributions to the needs of the State from 
those who are in possession of wealth which the community 
has created." (Cheers.) He could imagine no better and no 
swifter method of drowning the Tory )>arty than to induce it to 
join in a crusade against the Taxation of I>and Values. As was 
the piteous and heartrending cry of the rich to the health and 
safety of the Budget, so were the petulant murmurs of the land-
owners to the health and pros|>erity of a Liberal Government. 
(Cheers.) But he did not invite the Tory par ty to continue this 
foolish agitation, though if he looked at it merely as a jiarty man 
he would be much tempted to do so. He had more regard for 
his countrymen as a whole than to wish that they should look so 
silly and so foolish in the eyen of the civilised world. (Cheers.) 

I know there are some people (Mr. Ure continued) who profess 
to say tha t you may secure a contribution out of the wealth created 
by the community for the benefit of the community without 
tinding out what that wealth is. These dialectic subtleties are 
too great for me. (Laughter.) Mr. Balfour at Birmingham 
expressed his entire approval of the principle of securing for the 
oommunity a |x>rtion of the values created by the community, 
hut he says that valuation is " a n impenetrable mys t e ry" all the 
same. (Laughter.) I want to know if there is any means by 
which you can either tax or rate upon the value of land without 
first finding out what the value of the land is. (Cheers.) It 
is a singular fact that the guide which professes to tell the land-
owners of this country how to escape their just obligations is 

a book issued by an association whose object is incessant and 
determined agitation for re [sa l of all the land taxes in the 
Budget. (Cheers.) We who are only ordinary mortals do not 
understand how we can levy taxes uixm the value of the land 
until we have found out what the value of the land is. And our 
case is this. All the land in this country is held of the Crown. 
The State has determined that for State purposes the value of 
the national territory must IK- ascertained and recorded in a 
Ixxjk. and I assert without fear of contradiction that the State 
is well entitled to demand of every man who owns land that he 
shall offer such information as it is in his power to give in order 
tha t the State may know the value of the national territory. 

The land reformers who sit around me care nothing for taxes ; 
their object is to relieve the work of man's hand from all taxation. 
(Cheers.) They say, and I think they arc perfectly correct, 
that if you tax the value of land alone, you are inducing a man to 
make the best possible use of his land, but if you say you are 
going to tax his buildings and improvements then you air dis-
couraging him from putting the land to the best use. (Cheers.) 
That is the long and the short of the land taxation movement. 
(Cheers.) You will say tha t these arc troublesome questions 
in the second part of the Form. To senile people they are and 
to others they arc not. If my advicc were valued, I would say 
to landowners: "Answer these questions if you think that, 
either with or without the assistance- of your man of business, 
you are able to answer them." I know a number of landowners 
who have a perfe-ct mania for valuation, who do not lielievc that 
any human Wing can value their property except themselves. 
They will welcome the opportunity of putting down the value 
of their improvements and the value of their land w ithout improve-
ments. We do it all in Scotland ; we give every man a chance 
of saying what the value of his property is. But I know other 
men who could not even hazard an opinion as to the value of their 
property. I would say to them, " Don't worry yourself. Il 
will depend largely 011 the intelligence and capacity of the 
men on the one hand, anel the character and position of their 
properties on the either. Every man must judge for himself 
whether he would like to answer these questions or whether he 
would prefer to remain silent. But whether lie answers the 
questions or remains silent lie will receive from the Government 
valuers a provisional valuation of his pro[xrty. (Cheers.) 
The Government will pay for tha t valuation, and quite rightly so. 
When we want to find out the value of our own territory we 
ought to pay for the operation, and we are going to do so. 
(Laughter anel cheers.) 

If there be complexities in the form— and I do not deny that 
there are—they are elue to the infinite variety of ways by which 
the law in this country permits people to deal with their property. 
They are due to the state of the law of your exiuntry, and to the 
natural operation of economic forces acting in conjunction with 
the law. The Government are not resjxinsible for those com-
plexities. (Cheers.) I venture to say that if we had not asked 
for all that information there would have been the wildest outcry 
from landowners. They would have said that they were not 
being treated fairly in not being allowed to give the whole of 
the information necessary tei arrive at a just estimate of the value 
of their property, that the Government were keeping the valuers in 
the dark, and that the valuers could not re-ach the true value until 
all these facts were disclosed. (Cheers.) The op|x>nents of the 
land taxes having been heavily beaten on the question of principle, 
having surrendered on the principle, arc now seeking to burke this 
most just form of taxation by saying tha t the whole thing is 
impossible. 

To hear these people speak, eontinued Mr. Ure, you would 
suppose that under the system at present in vogue, by which we 
tax men the more heavily according as they make the lietter use 
of their land, all was plain sailing. You would fancy that we hael 
rentals to guide us in every case where we rate and tax on the 
annual value of the land. There could not be a greater mistake. 
We have actual rentals to gtiiele us practically only in the case 
of working-men's dwellings, middle-class dwellings, and shops anel 
offices. With regard tei many old business premises, mills, fac-
tories, workshop, and the like, and with regard to nearly all the 
houses of the I letter classes (so-calleel) you have no actual rental 
to guide you. You have merely to guess at the annual value. 
You have owners who receive no rent, occupiers who pay no 
rent ; yet I will warrant that not one of them escapes rating upon 
annual value. The assessor in every one of these cases is (ier-
forming the impossible, is ascertaining the unasoertainablc, is 
penetrating the impe-netrable. (Laughter.) Greater difficulties 
than these confront them every day. They have found out 
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the value of Christ inn ins t i tu t ions which pay no rent, of cemeteries 
full of t enan t s who pay no rent , of lunat ic asylums, of workhouses, 
of hydropa th ics which nobody pays rent for, of s t reams of water, 
of wire, of masses of masonry , of flying buttresses, columns and 
piers. Tlie annual value of all these is recorded in the rate-book 
every year in Scotland. The impossible is performed by our 
ord inary assessors, doing ordinary work for ordinary remunera t ion 
every year you live. Positively, when you come to think of it, 
your present system under which you rate and tax on the com-
bined value of land and buildings discloses fur greater anomalies 
and reveals infinitely grea ter mysteries t h a n if you were to adopt 
the sound, rational, and sane system of tak ing land alone as 
your sole basis for both ra t ing and taxing. (Cheers.) 

Mr. .1. Wedgwood, M.P., moved the following resolution 
T h a t this Conference of advocates of the Taxa t ion of Land 

Values desires to express its g ra t i tude to the Government for 
the lfH)9.]0 Budget, conveying as it does an inspiring message 
of hope and encouragement to the progressive forces at 
home and abroad ; it (-specially recognises and appreciates 
the principle of the separa te valuation of land ; it earnest ly 
urges the Government to cont inue this policy, by making 
land values available for public needs, and freeing indus t ry 
from the grip of land m o n o p o l y ; it hails the Budget as the 
dawn of a new era for our count ry , and urges tha t the valua-
tion of the land lie completed with all possible S|iccd and be 
made accessible to the public ; tha t a Budget t ax on the land 
values so ascertained l«- levied to provide a fund towards the 
cost of such public services as educat ion, |ioor relief, main 
roads, police, and asylums, and in subs t i tu t ion of the remain-
ing dut ies on the food and comfor t s of the people, and fur ther 
expresses the hope that at the earliest possible moment the 
local r a t ing authori t ies throughout the count ry lie empowered 
to raise their local revenues on the Land Values basis, with a 
view to relieving houses, factories, machinery, f a rm buildings, 
and o ther improvements from the present grievous and ever-
growing burden of rates. 
'Hie resolution was seconded by P. W. Raf fan , M.P., a n d sup-

ported by It. McGhee, R. I,. Outhwai te , a n d W. 1). Hamil-
ton. The resolution was carried unanimously . 

T H K BUSINESS M E E T I N G . 

A pr ivate meet ing of t he members of the Conference was held 
at the Grand Hotel, on S a t u r d a y morning, 1st Octolx-r, at 10 
o'clock. Mr. ( 'has. H . Smithson, of the Uni ted Commit tee , 
presided over a good a t t endance . Mr. Smithson. in his opening 
remarks , welcomed all present in t he name of the Uni ted Com-
mittee. He outlined briefly the recent growth of the movement , 
the work of the Commit tee and the prospects of the immedia te 
fu tu re . 

The quest ion of convening an In te rna t iona l Conference next 
year or in 1912 was considered. It was agreed tha t the m a t t e r 
l>e left in the hands of the Uni ted Commit tee for f u r t h e r con-
siderat ion. The lialance of opinion was in f a v o u r of London 
as the place of meeting. The largest share of the t ime was 
devoted to a considerat ion of p ropaganda work in t he rural 
distr icts . This was also left in the hands of t he Uni ted Com-
mit tee . A finance sub-commi t t ee was appo in ted to consider 
how best to raise the necessary f u n d s t o ma in ta in the agi ta t ion . 

F R E E T R A D E . H O U S I N G A N D U N E M P L O Y M E N T . 

A meet ing of the member s of the Conference (open to the 
public) was held in the Memorial Hal l on S a t u r d a y a f te rnoon , 
1st October , at ,'t o'clock, the subject for discussion being " The 
relat ionship of Land Values T a x a t i o n t o F r c e T i a d e , Housing ai d 
U n e m p l o y m e n t . " Mr. L. W. Z i m m e r m a n presided over a good 
a t t endance . 

Mr. Z immerman said tha t Tariff " Reform " was a mockery 
of social reform and was being repudia ted more and mo ie with 
every d a y ' s experience of life. G e r m a n y a n d America and 
Canada , which had been held up before us as examples of the 
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great advan tages of Protect ion, were now in a s t a t e of revolt 
against the sys tem by which they were environed. Tariff 

Reform " was a mass of mutua l ly des t ruc t ive con t ras t s and 
unintelligible paradoxes, a system under which commodit ies 
were to become cheap by being made dear—(laughte r )—to 
become plentiful bv bring made scarce. There was only one 
way of increasing nat ional wealth, and t h a t was by going t o the 
source of all Wealth—by going to the land. 

Mr, Frederick Verinder, who opened the discussion, said t h a t 
there were skilled builders grinding barrel-organs to -day in the 
slums of our towns when under a decent s t a t e of society they 
would lie engaged in pulling down and rebuilding those slums. 
There would lie no difficulty in get t ing houses built if we did not 
deli IK lately make ar rangements for hindering them f rom lieing 
built. All the schemes brought out by housing councils would 
not get houses built if the bricklayer was kept f rom the clay 
a n d the land upon which houses should be built was held up . 
Thoy had seen many a t t e m p t s for many years past to get houses 
built regardless of the economics of the housing problem. Under 
Acts for which Liberals and Socialists had ex t raord inary fondness, 
though they were Tory Acts, a t t e m p t s had been m a d e t o solve 
the problem by leaving the land question practically o u t of 
account . Mr. Verinder described tho different values p u t upon 
land under different circumstances, and said : " What we wan t 
to do to solve the housing problem and incidentally to solve 
tho greater pai*t of the unemployed problem is to get rid of 
these different values and have only one value. 

Mr. Gillie, of Liverpool, moved the following resolution :— 

That this Conference of advocates of the T a x a t i o n of 
Land Values hereby declares its unfal ter ing adherence to the 
principle of Free Trade, meaning thereby the complete free-
dom of t rade f rom all taxes and restrictions, whether imposed 
for protect ive or for revenue purposes ; is of opinion tha t 
the t rue principle of Free Trade must lie carried out to its 
fullest ex ten t , both as affects agr icul ture a n d manufac tu re s , 
by the removal of all existing obstacles to the unres t r ic ted 
employment of indus t ry and capital ; a n d fu r t he r declares t ha t 
the only just a n d expedient me thod of effecting this policy is by 
the exempt ion of all improvements a n d all the processes of 
indust ry f rom rates and taxes, and t he subs t i tu t ion for them 
of the dircct t axa t ion of the value of all land, a value which is 
due entirely to the presence, growth, indus t ry , and expendi ture 
of the communi ty . 

Mr. Callie said that when land was fair ly valued and taxed 
the labourer would IK- able to get access to the land a t a proper 
rent , and would lie able to get a decent living for himself. 

Professor Findlay, of the Manchester Universi ty, spoke of the 
change which h a d occurred in the out look of the people towards 
political ma t t e r s . New a n d higher ideas were coming out of 
this movement for Land Taxa t ion in reference to the ownership 
of land. 

T H E COMMEMORATION D I N N E R . 

The H e n r y George Commemorat ion d inner was held on 
S a t u r d a y evening at the Grand Hotel. Mr. and Mrs. Fels being 
the guests of t he evening. Dr. Percy McDougall presided over 
a good a t t endance . Mrs. Fels sent a telegram regret t ing her 
inabil i ty to lie present and wishing success to tho teaching of 
Henrv George. Messages were also read from Philip 
Ashworth. Blackpool ; Ren Davies, Cheshire : Mrs. F indlay , 
Manches t e r : (J. W. Knowles. Withington ; T. L o u t h , Ardwick 
Green : Robert McDoupil l . Buxton : Alex. Por ter . J .P . , 
Prestwieh ; Prof . F. E. Weiss, Wi th ing ton ; G. B. Waddeli , 
Glasgow : F. Westeot t , Ashton-under-Lvne. 

Dr. McDougall. in proposing the toast to the guests of the 
evening, spoke of the great work of Henry George and how much 
their guests were doing in service and by financial support 
both at home and abroad to advance the rapidlv growing move-
ment for the Taxa t ion of I^ind Values. Mr. Fels replird in sui table 
terms. He paid a glowing t r ibute to the beneficent influence 
of Mrs. Fels over himself and his actions. Hcargued tha t theaelvo-
ea t r s for t he Taxa t ion of Land Values were the real f r e e t r a d e r s 
and tha t there- could be- no endur ing peace in society unti l land-
lordism was over thrown. Mr. Paul gave the toast " Our move-
ment at home and ab road . " Many o ther speeches were delivered 
dur ing the evening, and among the speakers w e r e : ("has. H. 
Smithson. P. W. Raffan. M P.. .1. ('. Duran t . H. de Pas.-. F . 
McHugh. W. D. Hami l ton . R. McGhee, and Wm. N o r m a n . 

In conclusion the " I .and S o n g " was sung with more than 
usual enthusiasm. 
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T H I i M O R A L ASPECT. 
The Conference was cont inued on Sunday morning at the 

(5rand Hotel. Mr. Wm. D. Hami l ton , in the absence of Mr. 
liPwis H. Berens, occupied t he chair, and Mr. l 'aul opened a 
diflcurwion on " The Moral aspect of the Movement for the Taxat ion 
of Land Values." This proved to be not t he least interest ing pa r t 
of the programme, and t he speakers were numerous. At one 
o'clock the meet ing was ad journed until the evening, when the 
proceedings las ted f rom 7 to 10 o'clock. 

O P E N - AIR D E M O N S T R AT ION. 
On Sunday a f te rnoon Mr. Francis Neilson, M.P., was the chief 

speaker a t a great Demonst ra t ion in Alexandra Park . Mr. J o h n 
lift got presided over a huge gathering. Mr. Neilson gave an 
eloquent and moving address on the material and moral aspect 
of the reform, instancing the folly of ra t ing improvements , 
which retarded employment in all t rades, and then appealed 
successfully to his audience on behalf of the rights of the children 
for room to grow, to play a n d to work. Mr. R. L. Outhwai te 
moved the following resolution : 

That this public meeting, believing t h a t dull t rade , unem-
ployment, and low wages are directly caused by land monopoly ; 
that the Taxa t ion of Land Values will cheapen land, open 
opportunit ies to t r ade and employment , and raise wages : 
hails the Budget of 1909-10, with its provisions for separately 
valuing the land, as the central first s t ep to real land reform ; 
and urges the Government to give effect to this policy with all 
possible speed. 
Mr. De Pass, a recent recrui t to the cause, seconded the reso-

lution in an able speech, and was followed by Mr. Joseph Fels, 
who in a humorous but none the less effective manner , suppor ted 
the proposition. The resolution was carried unanimously and 
with acclamat ion. 

M A N C H E S T E R . 

The Secretary of t he Manchester League, 134, Deansgate . 
Manchester, writes tha t in addi t ion to meetings already noticed 
in LAND VALUES, the following have been held :— 
Oct. 5.—Didsburv Junr . Liberal Association : 1). A. Munro. 

" Values in relation to Lanel." 
„ 12.—Marple Bridge League of Young Liberals : .1. Bagot. 
„ 19.—Brierficld League of Young Liberals : J . Bagot. 
„ 20.—Crossley's Works, Openshaw, Dinner hour meeting : 

J . Bagot and A. H. Weller. 
„ 24.—Bredbury League of Young Liberals : ,T. Bagot. 
.. 25.—Haelfield League of Young Lilicrals : Dr. P. McDougall. 
.. 28.—North Manchester Liberal Association : A. H. Weller. 
U p tei the t ime of going to press the following meet ings have 

been arranged :— 
Nov. 3.—Economic Class Meeting in Manchester League's Office, 

7.30 p.m. : Address by (.'. H. Smithson. 
„ B.—North Salford. I.L.P., l 'ankhurst Hall. 7. p.m. Debate 

lietween D. ( 'atterall and K. < iarner. 
„ 7.—Moorside L.Y.L., Swinton Liberal Club, 8 p.m. : A. 11. 

Weller. 
„ 0. Castlcton Moor L.Y.L. : D. Catterall, " Liberty or Coercion. 

Which ? " 
„ 10.—Economic Class meeting in Manchester League's Office 

a t 7.3'» p.m. 
„ 12.—I-ancashire and Cheshire Federation of L.Y.L.. Manchester : 

J . Bagot. 
„ 13.—Sccdley Socialist Society, Sccdlcy. 7.30 p.m. Debate 

between D. Catterall and P.. C. Wallhead. 
„ 15.—Denton Liberal Club (for 1895 Club) : D. P. McDougall. 
.. 16.—Unsworth L.Y.L : Dr. P. McDougall. 

17.—Economic Class Meeting in Manchester League's Office at 
7.30 p.m. 

.. 22.—Collie Vallev L.Y.L.. fJreenfielel: J . Bagot. 

.. 23. Castlcton Moor L.Y.L. : A. H. Weller, " How to abolish 
Bates ami Taxes." 

,. 24. Economic Class Meeting in Manchester League's Office at 
7 30 p.m. 

,. 28.—Prestwich L.Y.L. : J . Bagot. 

M I D L A N D S . 

Since the last report of the Midlands League, outdoor meetings 
have been held as follows -.—August l o th . - '4th. 30th anel Septcm 
ber 8th . at Bearwood. Brades Village- and Kings Hea th , addressed 
bv Messrs. T . B. Steikes, Wal te r Pr ies tman, Bernard Origg. 

J . C. Willis, o r Chapman Wright . Indoor meetings Sep tember 
13th, T. R. s t okes at Oldbury . Sep tember 29th , G. H. Salmon 
a t Reddi teh . and Chapman Wrigh t , September 15th at Cake-
more, September 23rd at Wollescote, September 2tith at Selly 
Pa rk . September 29th at Bromsgrove, October 11th at Halesowen, 
October 13th a t Sellv Oak. October 14th Digbeth. October 
15th Warlev Woods. October 19th Harborne . On October 3rd 
and 4 th , Mr. Wright h a d a two-night deba te at West Brnmwich 
wi th Mr. H. Brockhouse- who advocated the cause of Socialism 
as against the League reform. The Chairmen were Ixird 
U-wishain, M P., and Aid. Blades, J . P . Tho Library Hall 
was well-tilled on both nights a n d the audiences followed the 
discussion with the closest a t t en t ion . The phase of the land 
question which at present a t t r a c t s interest anel a t ten t ion at 
Midland Clubs. Ac., is " T h e Budget Lund T a x e s : What they 
are and what they will do." and Mr. Wright has had his addresses 
well repeirted in the local Press. 

The distr ibut ion of the Uni ted Commit tee ' s Wallets has been 
guaran teed to a four th of the ci ty , a n d it is probably only a 
m a t t e r of the remaining wards ful ly discussing the offer to ensure 
a complete dis t r ibut ion th roughou t Birmingham. 

The Digbeth Par l iament has opened with a s t rong Liberal 
ma jor i ty over all o ther sections combined. Mr. Wright has 
accepted the leadership and formed a Cabinet. Needless to 
say he will endeavour to show his fellow M.l ' . 's tha t the peae-eful 
revolution secured by the Valuat ion of the nat ional p roper ty 
for the tirst t ime since Domesday Book must Is- firmly estab-
lished by using this new valuat ion as the basis of nat ional and 
local revenue, a n d by real f reedom of t rade, cause the diminishing 
Tory and Social is t ' ranks to sec the folly of advocat ing their 
unscientific policies. 

The League De-legates to the Manchester Conference wore 
Messrs. Edwin Price-, B.A.. Hon. Treasurer , Rev. A. C. Auclunuty , 
M.A., W. Wallis a n d Chapman Wright . 

NORTHERN LAND V A L U E S LEAGUE. 

This League is proposing tei open two classes for the s tudy of 
Political Economy. One in Newcastle a n d the o ther across the 
wate r in Gateshead. Mr. H. P. He rdma n . an old friend of 
Henrv George, is ojx-ning a Social Club in Gateshead. The 
intent ion of Mr. Herdman , who is spending some money on the 
effor t , is to get young men to take an interest in social subjects . 
The Nor thern Lane! Values League will therefore lie provided 
with accommodat ion in Gatesheael as well as in Newcastle. 

The secretary , Mr. William Re-id. spoke a t Beamish, Co. 
Durham, on 26 th October on Land Valuat ion and Taxa t ion , 
and he has o ther speaking engagements for the w inter, including 
one with the Newcastle l e a g u e of Young Liberals to whom he 
will S|ieak on the effects of the Finance Act. 

On be-half eif the League, the secretary wrote to the Con-
servative candidate in the for thcoming by-election at South 
Shields. Mr. Vaughan Williams, asking if he were in favour of the 
repeal of the new Land Taxes a n d Land Valuation. Mr. Williams 
replied t h a t he was " a l t o g e t h e r against the New Land Taxes 
and the Lvnd Valuation Act ," brought in by the present Govern-
ment . .Mr. Reid acknowledged the reply and s ta ted his in tent ion 
of wilding the correspondence to the Press, so t h a t Mr. Williams 
could have the benefit or otherwise th rough his oppewition to 
the Valuation and I .and Taxes. Mr. Williams, however, did no t 
answer the League's quest ion, which was whether , if re turned, 
ho would vote for the repeal of the New Taxes and Valuat ion. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

The Por t smouth l e a g u e for the Taxa t ion of I .and Values are 
working hard jus t now in bringing before the people of Por t smou th 
the injustices of the present ra t ing sys tem. Mr. McGuigan and 
Mr. W. King are keeping up a n ins t ruct ive correspondence in the 
PORTSMOUTH E V E N I N G N E W S , a n d o n S e p t e m b e r 2<i th . M r . 
McGuigan contr ibuted a n ar t ic le on Land Values and the Ra t ing 
Problem in Po r t smou th . 

Mr. W. King is a cand ida te for the Buckland Ward Municipal 
Election to l>e held on November 1st, and he is making the 
Taxa t ion of Land Values the most impor tan t plank in his pro-
gramme. Two splendid leaflets entit led " Why Rates are high 
in Po r t smou th . " and " Over rat ing and under ra t ing ." are 
being d is t r ibuted by the League. 



132 Land Values. N o v e m b e r , 1 9 1 0 . 

Y O R K S H I R E . 

S O W E R B Y B R I D G E . 
On 6th Ootobcr sit the Town Hall , Sowerby Bridge, a meeting 

was held unde r the auspices of t h e Sowerby Young Liberals, 
to discuss " Free Trade an<l the Land Quest ion." Mr. Sam 
Dugdale, C.C., was in the chair, and Councillor C. H. Smithson, 

of the Yorkshire l e a g u e for Taxa t ion of b i n d Values and Mr. 
J o h n Paul were the principal speakers. The meet ing was a good 
one and the Chairman earnest ly urged all present to thoroughly 
look i n t ) the question of land values taxat ion . 

The YORKSHIRE I'OUT has Ix-en devot ing special a t ten t ion to 
the Finance Act and the Taxat ion of b i n d Values dur ing the 
past month . In its leading articles it has freely discussed and 
criticised the leaflets issued by the l i terature depar tment of the j 
United Committee. .Mr. Skirrow set for th the case for the Taxa-
tion of b m d Values in several le t ters , to which the Ed i to r replied 
in lengthy footnotes. Several correspondents have also joined 
in the controversy, which we believe has Ix-en one of the most 
f ru i t fu l ever engaged in in any part of the count ry . 

Under the auspices of the Yorkshire Branch it has been 
arranged to hold a course of s t u d y in Political Economy on 
Wednesday evenings dur ing the winter. Classes will IK- held in 
the rooms of the l e a g u e , 71, Nor th Street , Kcighley. 

H A L I F A X . 

Under the auspices of tin- Halifax Jun io r Lilieral Association 
a meet ing was held in Halifax on Octolx-r 7 th . Mr. J . II. 
Whitley, M.P. spoke on the real meaning of Form IV.. and Mr. 
J o h n Paul spoke on the rise and growth of the movement for 
I lie Taxa t ion of b i n d Values. The meeting was an inspiring 
one a n d no less than (S2 new memlx'rs to the Association were 
enrolled. 

Mr. Joseph Eels addressed a large ga ther ing of t rade unionists 
m the Hal i fax Friendly and Trades Club on S a t u r d a y . October 
Nth. Among those present were Mr. J a m e s Pa rke r , M.P.. and 
Mr. <i. H. Rolierts, M.P. In a character is t ic speech, which the 
HALIFAX GUARDIAN desc r ibed as " a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y o u t b u r s t . " 
Mr. Pels said t h a t a f t e r t hey had got the valuat ion, a nice little 
lax of twopence in the £ would wipe o u t the unemployment 
question in this coun t ry in live years . He did not th ink the 
b i b o u r men had a solution for unemployment . N o b i b o u r 
Exchange ever found work for a single man, a n d insurance 
agains t unemployment was robbing P e t e r to pay Pau l . 

On S u n d a y af ternoon. October 9 th , Mr. Joseph Eels and Mr. 
J o h n Paul addressed t he opening meet ing of an Adul t Sunday 
School in Halifax for t he s tudy of " Progress and P o v e r t y . " 
Coiuicillor C. H. Smithson, who will conduct the school, presided 
over a large a t tendance , a n d opened t he proceedings by reading 
a chapte r of the book. Mr. Eels m a d e a spiri ted speech on the 
subjec t of pover ty in the midst of abundance , and Mr. Paul 
spoke on H e n r y George's defini t ion of Jus t ice . 

The class will meet once a fo r tn igh t . 

A meet ing was held at the Thea t re Royal . Hal i fax , on Sunday 
evening, October 9th, in connection with the Trades and Labour 
Council. A good a t t e n d a n c e was presided over by Alderman 
Morlev. assisted bv Mr. Joseph Eels. Mr. 0 . H. Rober t s M l ' 
Councillors A. Taylor , J . P . . J . Sowood, W. Smi th and W. Court! 
Af te r the Chai rman 's in t roduct ion, Mr. Eels spoke on the land 
quest ion. The b i b o u r movemen t , he said, was on the wrong 
t rack, though they h a d the right ambi t ion . l a n d l o r d i s m was 
the only enemy to labour, to enterprise, to indus t ry . 

As a result of the splendid en thus iasm tha t was aroused bv 
Mr. Eels e n d Mr. Paul, whrn they visited Hal i fax to address 
an inaugural meeting of the new " P r o g r e s s and P o v e i t v " 
circle which is lieing formed, the class was s ta r ted on Sunday , 
October 23rd. w ith a membersh ip of Sti earnest men and women 
who proposed to make a close s tudy of Henry George's gieat beok 
dur ing the coming winter, under the direct ion of C. H. Smithson 

The meet ings are to tx> held at the Albion Street Adult School 
on a l t e rna t e S u n d a y af ternoons, and all connected with the 
movement are great ly encouraged at the prospect of some very 
useful work lieing done. 

SCOTTISH NOTES A N D N E W S 

Mr. Dundas Whi te ojx-ned his campaign in the Highlands with 
a large meeting a t Oban on October 20th. Mr. Whi te dealt 
exhaust ively with the absurd anomalies in ra t ing and purchase, 
of which subject he ha.s made himself a thorough mas te r . He 
also dealt wi th a m a t t e r which is of special interest to the High-
lands. t h a t of providing land for men who are anxious to remain 
in this count ry ra ther than go to foreign countr ies or to the 
Colonics. Mr. Whi te ' s speeches and meet ings promise to be 
i n t e r e s t i ng a n d lively. T h e NORTHERN CHRONICLE ( I n v e r n e s s ) 
lias Ix'cn a t t ack ing the campaign in the manner of the b i n d 
Union. Assuming a high a t t i tude , the CHRONICLE f rames a 
catechism of five questions for Mr. Whi te . I t is all splendid 
business, and will contr ibute to the success of the new move-
ment in the Highland counties. 

The meetings demonst ra te once again tha t the people of the 
North have not lost hope of Radical Land Reform. They 
more than any other (X'ople appreciate the force of the enemy 
they have to face. 

It lias been arranged that Mr. Falconer, M.P. for Fo r f a r , who at 
the Liberal Conference made a fine radical speech in suppor t 
of the Small Holdings Hill, will take part in the Conference 
meeting with Mr. Dundas White at Inverness on the 11th. 

Arrangements are now completed for Mr. Wedgwood 's meet-
ings, which commence on November 1st in Blackfr iars and 
Hutohesontown. This meet ing will lx- a sjx;eial effort by Mr. 
Wedgwood t o show the Socialists and b i b o u r men the impor-
tance of the Taxa t ion of b i n d Values as a means of solving the 
la bo ir problem. Mr. G. N . Barnes, M.P., will preside. The 
campaign will consist of e ight meetings, all of which will Ixi held 
in the largest hall in the various towns a n d districts, namely , 
Glasgow. Maryhill, Ayr, Langside, Camlachie, Par t i ck , a n d 
Saltcoats . Mrs. Wedgwood, who accompanies Mr. Wedgwood, 
will address three meetings of Women Liberals, a t Largs , West 
Kilbride, and Ardrossan. 

The Scot t ish b ague have arranged a compl imentary reception 
to Mr. and Mrs. Wedgwood on Sa tu rday , November 5th . The 
reception will be held in the Argyll Arcade Cafe at (i p .m. , when 
high tea will lx- served. All the f r iends are earnes t ly invi ted 
to lv present , and meet Mr. and Mi's. Wedgwood on the occasion 
of their first visit to the West of Scotland. Mr. J o h n P a u l will 
also be present. 

The following meetings have been addressed by members of 
the League :•— 

\V. K. Brymer—Johnstone, I'artick. Bcarsden. Maryhill, Dum-
barton. Possilpark, Maybolc. Maddison (Stirlingshire). 

Graham t 'assels—Springburn. 
William Cassels—Springburn, Dairy, l 'artick, Calton. 
Geo. Stenhouse—Partick. 
James Busby—Springburn. 

The a u t u m n meeting of the General Council of the Scott ish 
Liberal Association, held at Dunfermline on Fr iday 21st and 
Sa tu rday 22nd Octolx-r, was the largest Conference ever held 
by the pa r ty . 

It was marked both by enthusiasm and radicalncss of u t te rance 
on quest ions of general politics and on the great question of 
Land Reform. 

It was qui te evident that a n y proposal on the par t of Liberals 
to resile f rom the Small Landowners (Scotland) Bill would mean 
political suicide. Scotland will not have land purchase ei ther 
by County Council or Government . W h a t the delegates want 
is the use of land for users and the abolit ion of our present 
absurd sys tem of rat ing improvements . The Small Landholders ' 
Bill represents these principles, successful in a limited degree 
in the Crof ters Act. 

Much criticism has been given to b u d Pent land both in 
Radical and ant i -Radical circles, bu t it was manilest at the 
meetings that the people of Scotland, in so far as they were 
Liberals and tha t is the bulk of the people, knew the difficulties 
he had to contend with, in the House of b i r d s and in half-
educa ted fr iends, and were grateful to him for his tenac i ty of 
purpose in this mat te r . 
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Captain P r e t y m a n was the guest of the Glasgow Conservative 
( Sub on Wednesday evening, October 19th. at a House dinner. 
The- P u k e of Montrose presided, a n d the elite of Conservatism 
in Glasgow and the West of Scot land were present. 

The Duke of Montrose, in proposing the toast of " Our Guest ," 
referred to Mr. P r e t y m a n " a s the courageous champion of all 
those who h a d a n y interes t in land in any way whatsoever ." 
We take it he means those who have interests in land as against 
those who are users of land , because the Duke ' s interest . 1 iVi<- the 
. are of Lord Rosebery for the agricultural interest , has been 
at the expense of the users of land. The Glasgow users of land -
that is, the Glasgow ci t izen;—have had considerable experience 
,.f the Duke of Montrose 's interest in land. Here is an example : 

In 1908 the D u k e of Montrose, who voted against the Budget , 
demanded £26,000 f rom Glasgow Corporat ion for 380 acres at 
Ix>ch Arklet. He was awarded £19.000. This land would lie 
rated at about Gd. per acre , a n d the Duke would pay 9s. or 10s. 
to the Stirlingshire County Council. I t seems to be a good 
law for the D u k e which enables h i m to receive from one public 
liody £50 per acre, and to pay to ano ther public body on the 
assessment of fid. per acre, less one-half because it is agricultural 
land. The people of Glasgow h a d to pay him 2,000 years ' 
purchase of the assessment on which lie paid rates to the County 
Council. F o r t y years ' purchase would be a liberal price, but 
the law gives fif ty t imes this sum. 

L E C T U R E S BY M R S . E D W A R D P E A S E . 
Mrs. Edward Pease, who has done so much in bringing the 

Taxat ion of L a n d Values to the f ron t a m o n g Women Liberals, 
is now, devot ing near ly all her t ime to lecturing on the quest ion. 
During October she has addressed the following mee t ings :— 
Oct. 7—Dorking. 

0—Sevenoaks (Men's Club). 
,, 14—Eastbourne. 

17—Weston-super-Mare (afternoon). 
18—Letburv (Cirencester). 

„ 19—Frome. 
,. 20—Hath. 
., 21 -Yatton. 

2(i—Westwood (Northumberland). 
., 27—Chester-le-Street. 
.. 2!)—Morpeth. 
.. 28—Newcastle. 
Mrs. Pease has made a r rangements to deliver lectures on the 

following da t e s at the places n a m e d : — 
Nov. 1—Women's Labour League, Central Branch, 3, Lincoln's 

Inn Fields, W.C 
3—Petersfield. 

„ 7—Blandford (Gloucester). 
„ * 8—South Bristol. 
„ 9—Stonor (Gloucester). 
„ 10—Swindon. 
,, 11—Gloucester. 
„ 22—Crawlev Downs. 
.. 24—Betcliworth. 
„ 30—Chislehurst. 

W O M E N ' S L I B E R A L ASSOCIATION. 
MR. U R E TO A D D R E S S M E E T I N G AT W E S T M I N S T E R . 

At the Annual Meeting of the Home Counties Union of 
Women's Liberal Associations, on November 23rd, over which 
Mrs. E v a McLaren will preside, the Lord Advocate will speak 
on the Land Taxes and the Policy of the Government . Mr. I re 
will address the a f te rnoon conference, which will Ixi held in the 
C'axton Hall. Westminster . 

All Liberal Women are cordially invited, and tlio • wishing to 
a t t end should no t i fv the Secretary of their local W.L.A. . who 
must apply for t ickets to Mrs. P. Heron Maxwell, Great Comp, 
Borough Green, Kent , before November 5th . 

WHAT THE ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING. 

Oct. 8. 
10. 
10. 
11. 
11.— 
12. -
1 2 . -
12. 
13. 
14. 
14. 
111. 
1«. 
17.-

18. 
18 
•>. > 
2i. 
20. 
2 0 . 
2 1 . 

21. 
24. 

2<v 

20 

,. 28. -
.. 28. 
.. 29. 

.. 30. 

.. 31. 

The in' 

Karlstield. Harrv de Pass. 
Skipti.M Junior Liberal Association. Krc<l Skirrow. 
Glastonbury, Assembly Rooms. 11. G. Chancellor, .M.I'. 
LiUral ( bill. Downhnm Market. Fredk. Verinder. 
l i n e d Hempatoad Debating Society. T. W. Toovey, C.C. 
Wliii-luireh. Hants. \ . \V. Mivdscn. 
Middlczoy. Somerset. 11. G. Chancellor, M.P. 
l-eigh-on-Sca. Liberal Club. Frcdk. Vcrimler. 
Hiiv liliffe Mill Lilier.il Club. Fred Skirrow. 
Eastbourne Women's Liberal \ssociation. Harry de Pass. 
SiNden Liberal Club. Fred Skirrow. 
Brotherhood Cliurc h.Southirate U.iad. X. Frcdk. \ erind r. 
Baptist Chapel. Berkhn.ni'ted. T. W. Toovey, C.C. 
West Islington Women's Lilicr.il Association. Krcdk. 

Vcrinder. 
liCwisham Women's Liberal Association. C. •). Cawood. 

21. Mid-Norfolk. Harrv de Pass. 
Portsmouth League of Young liberals. -I- H. McGuigan. 
U p t o n Liberal Club, near Iluddcrstield. l-'n d Skirrow. 
Harrow Women's Liberal Association. C. J . Cawood. 
West Marvlebone. I!. <'. Orr. 
Croydon Lilieraland Radical Association. Frcdk. \ ermd-r. 
King's l-angley. T. \V. Toovey. C.C. 
Putney Presbyterian Church Debating Society. A. W. 

Madsen. 
Ncwburv Lilieral Association. I'redk. Verinder. 
Phimstcad Women's l.ilieral Associat ion. C. .1. Cawood. 
Central Hackncv (ojien-air). A. W. Madsen. 
Limgridge Liberal t lull, near Preston. Fred Skirrow. 
lulling Tenants' l i terary and Debating Society. Fridk. 

Verindcr. 
Hornsey Liberal Association (K. Finchlcy Branch). L. 

H. Berens. 
Chippinu Liberal Club, near Preston. Fred Skirrow. 
Dover Women's Liberal Association. Harry de Pass. 
North Islington 1.1. P. W. Clms. Wade. 
Ribchcstcr Liberal Club, near Preston. Fred Skirrow. 

— Croydon Liberal and Radical Association. Fredk. 
Verinder. 

Windhill Lilieral Club. W illiam Thomson. 
— Bermondscv liberal and Radical Association. Frcdk. 

Verindcr. (I-antcrn lecture), 
ctine announced for Ilkeston on Oi tober 19th was postiKined. 

The following meet ings have been addressed dur ing the past 
month , in addi t ion to those announced in the October issue of 
L A N D V A L F E S : — 
Oct. 3.—Hailsham. United l ibera l Committee. Harry White. 

., 4.—Gospnrt. I / auue of Young Liberals. .1. II. McGuigan. 
,. 6.—Kan-ham. Liberal Association. .!. II. McGuigan. 
„ 7.—Chiswick Liberal Association. A. W. Ma<l*en. 
„ 7.—Wood Groen. Harry dc Pass. 

There was an interest ing " c o n f r o n t a t i o n " at a meeting 
in Essex Hall, last evening, when Mr. E. O. Hemmerde, K.C., 
t h - Lib ml Member for East Denbighshire, presided a t a meet ing 
convened by the English League for the Taxat ion of Land 
Values. 

During his address in suppor t of the Taxa t ion of Land Values, 
Mr Hemmerde was subjected to considerable in terrupt ion f rom 
two occupants of the gallery, who came forward as the suppor ters 
of the landed interests . It became known later tha t one of the 
interveners in the interests of the landowners was Mr. E. Royds , 
the Tory Member for the Sleaford Division of Lincolnshire. 

The meet ing was held for the purpose of hearing an address 
by Mr. I". Verinder, on the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values in its relation 
to Vive Trade. Mr. Hemmerde mainta ined tha t Taxa t ion of 
Land Values was an integral part of Free Trade . I t was much 
more profi table, he, said, to p u t fi.OOO acres o u t to use for small 
holders than to keep them for Mr. Wal te r Long to look at . 

" I believe," Mr. Hemmerde added , " tha t the Liberal pa r ty ' s 
fu tu re is wrapped u p entirely in the sincerity a n d intensi ty of 
its purpose upon this question of the t axa t ion of Land Values. 
L - t none of them imagine t h a t , having got this valuat ion, we arc-
not going to use it to the full. There is much too great tenderness 
in this count ry for vested interests , and great evils d e m a n d 
drast ic r emedies . "—" Daily Chronicle," October 25th. 

Mrs. Marjory Pease,of Limpsficld, is very actively engaged in 
lecturing on the Taxat ion of Land Values. She s|iokc>, wi th 
Mr. Verinder, at a meeting at Dorking on October 7th, and , 
dur ing the week ending October 22nd, a l though suffering f rom 
throat t rouble , addressed live most successful and enthusias t ic 
meet ings in the West of England. In the following week, she had 
four meet ings in the Tyncside distr ict . 

At thi' month ly meet ing of the Hai lsham Uni ted Liberal Com-
mit tee, held in t he parish room on October 3rd, af ter the ordinary 
business had b<cn t ransacted . Mr. Harry White read a paper 
and opened a discussion on " The Taxa t ion of 1-and Values 
ill its relation to Free Trade. ' ' The members were deeply inter-
ested and, a f t e r a bri«k deba te , it was agreed to continue t he 
discussion a t the next meeting, and Mr. White was asked to 
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rood his paper again, 
hoar it a second time. 

several members expressing a desire to 'I'hur. 10 

On Wednesday, October 12th, the Political Economy class 
held in the Yorkshire office, 71, North Street, Kcighle'y, had 
its preliminary meeting for the season. There is every reason 
to expect a very successful session. " Progress and Poverty " 
has IM CII selected as tho text-book. In the Keighlcy .Municipal 
elections, the Liberal candidates are sending out the pamphlet 
" How to Reduce Rates." 

Sefior Antonio Allnndin, a very active Spanish member of tin 
liOague, recently had a two-column article adorned by a portrait . 
(>F Henry Go org.-, in the HEKALDO DK MADRID. It consisted of a 
short sketch of George's life, together with a condensed descrip-
tion of nearly all his writings. It is excellently written, and is 
well calculated to make a lasting impression on the minds of 
readers and to lead them to take any opportunity that may 
occur of learning more about the " Prophet of San Francisco " 
and his meetings. 

Mr. K. 11 at/.fold, one of the earliest, workers in the League, road 
a paper on Taxation of Land Values a t a dinner of the Economic 
Circle of the National Liberal Club, on October 17th. Mr. 
Kerens took par t in the discussion, replying to Mr. Harold Cox. 

A West Country clergyman writes to Mr. Verinder: " Please 
send me a dozen copies of LAND VALUES. This little place is a 
ho t - l id ready for seed. Wo have a glorious landlord here, 
lie is doing splendid work for us ! If all landlords were like him 
wo should have the revolution in six months." 

This is from a member of the Loague in North Wales: " Please 
accept my hearty thanks for your kind gift of books for our club. 
I will sec to it tha t they are made good use of. If we can only 
get working men to study our policy and to read our literature, 
the rest will ba easy. Ever since I read " Progress and P o v e r t y " 
I have been trying in ray small way to spread the light and have 
become known locally as ' Land Values ! ' " 

Messrs. IV-rens and Vcrinder attended the recent Conference 
of the L L P . on the Abolition of Destitution and Unemployment 
(October 7th and 8th) as delegates from the League Executive. 
Mr. Herons made a short speech a t one of the Friday sittings, 
and on Saturday Mr. Verinder seconded a motion bv Mr. Fels 
in favour of Land Values Taxation, which was rejected by a large 
majority. 

The first edition of ten thousand copies of Mr. Verinder's 
" F r e e Trade and Land Values" having been exhausted, the 
pamphlet has been reprinted. It is still selling briskly: 

A new list of the publications issued or sold by the Leaguo 
has just baen printed. 

NOVEM BER MEETINGS. 
Tucs. 1.—Women's Labour Leaguo (Central London Branch). 

Fredk. Verinder. 3.30 p.m. 
—League of Young Liberals, Norwood Branch. Fredk. 

Verinder, "Taxation of Land Values." 8 p.m. 
-—North Hackney Liberal Association, Kingsland Con-

gregational Church. E. (!. Hemmerde. K.C.. M.P. 
Wed. 2. -t'hingford Liberal Association. Victoria Restaurant. 

Fredk. Verindcr, " Land Purchase v. Lind Taxa-
tion." 8 p.m. 

— Langford, Beds, .John Orr, M.A.. and C. J . Cawood. 
— -Fulham Women's Liberal Association. A. W. Madsen. 

Tlmr. :t. (iuisclcy Liberal Club. Fred Skirrow. 
Kri. 1. Kssex Hall (Open-air Speakers' League). Fredk. Verinder. 
Sat. 5. St. John's Literary and Debating Society. Frederick 

Crescent. Vassall Road. S.W. Fredk. Veriudcr. 
Mon. 7. Parkstone and Bournemouth Co-operative Society. 

Fredk. Verindcr, " Liud, Capital and Libotir." 
—Eastbourne Branch, League of Young Liberals. Pcvcnscy 

, Road Congregational Schools. Harry White, 
" The Taxation of Ijitid Values in its Relation to 
Free Trade." 8.15 p.m. 

Tiles. 8. Kcarlio rough Women's Liberal Association. Fred Skirrow. 
— Cambridge Liberal Association. Fredk. Verinder. 

Wed. 9.—St. Andrew's Parish Room. Palace Street. Buckingham 
Gate, S.W. Fredk. Vcrinder," Land and Labour." 
8.30 p. m. 

Thur. 10.—St. Bartholomew 's Parish Hall. Barkworih Road, ltothcr-
hithe New Road. Fredk. Ycriud r, " T h e 
Bible and the Land Question" 

Fri. 11. 
Sun. 13. 

Mon. 14. 

Tues. 15. 

Wed. Hi 

'I'll nr. 17.— 

Norwood Women's Liberal Association, 78, Norwood 
Road. C. J. Cawood. 8 p.m. 

North Kensington Women's Liberal Association. Harry 
de Pass. 

Battersea Labour League, 4f>f>, Battersea Park Road. 
A. W. Madsen, " Taxation of Land Values." 

Essex Hall (0|>en-airSpeakers* league). Fredk. Verinder. 
New Southgate Men's Adult School, Carlisle Place, The 

Avenue. Fredk. Verinder, " Why arc Men out of 
Work ? " 9 a.m. 

(Jravs League of Young Liberals, Quarry Hill Schools. 
A. \V. Madsen. 8 p.m. 

Keighley. John Paul. 
South Harringay District Liberal Association, Mattison 

Road Council Schools. S. A. Guest, B.A., 
" Land Values anil Liberalism." 

Bradford. John Paul. 
U'ytonstone Women's Liberal Association, Kirkelale 

Road Council School. Fredk. Verinder, " T h e 
Honsiu" Question." 8 p.m. 

Peckham Liberal, Radical, and Progressive Association. 
Lewis H. Hercns, " 1 lie Land Question and the 
Unemployed.'' 

(lampstead Carde-n Suburb Liberal a id Progressive 
Association, Fredk. Verindi-r, "The I^ancl Ques-
tion and tic- Unemployed." 

Croydon league of Young Liberals. A. W. Madsen. 
Wages must Is1 Raised." 

Haggcrston League of Young Liberals. J . W. Graham 
Peace. 

League of St. Raphael, The Priory, Haggcrston. Fredk. 
Verinder. 

Kssex Hall (Open-air Speakers' League). Fredk. 
Verinder. , 

Ijington Hall. Vassall Road, Stockwell, S.VV. Fredk. 
Verind-T. 3.15 p.m. 

William Morris Hall, corncr of Somcrs Road and Palmers 
toll Road, High Street, Walthamstow. Fredk. 
Verinder, " Free Trade and Land Values." 7.30. 

t Jravs League of Young Liberals, Quarry Hill Schools. 
A. W. Madscn. 

Rochester Women's Liberal Association. Harry de Pass. 
West Ham League of Young Liberals. 22(i. Roniford 

Road. Forest Gate. Fredk. Verinder, " The 
Land Question and the Unemployed." 

-West Newington League of Young Liberals. Fredk. 
Verinder. 

-L( -.vishani Liberal Club, 272, High Street. Fredk. 
Vcrindcr, " Land and Labour." 8 p.m. 

- South Western Polytechnic Literary and Debating Society, 
Manresa Road, Chelsea. A. W. Madsen. 8 p.m. 

Essex Hall (Open-air Speakers' League). Fredk. 
Verinder. 

Deal Liberal Association. Fredk. Verinder. 
— Briertield Liberal Club. Fred Skirrow. 

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 

CANADA 

Commenting on the great prosperity of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. THE STATIST of September 17th, says : — 

It has to be remembered that the Company own a large 
quanti ty of land, and that it disposed of considerable areas of 
this land from veur to vcor. Since 1901 it had rculiscd 110 less 
th .-•n £11,000,000 from its land sales. The extent of the sums 
received from year to year from the sales of land is shown in the 
following statement : 

L A N D S A L E S O F T H E C A N A D I A N P A C I F I C R A I I . W A V . 

Average price 
per acre. 
£ s. d. 

0 

Fri. 18. 

Sun. 20.--

Mon. 21.-

Tucs. 22. 

Wed. 23.-

Thur. 24.-

Fri. 25. 

Tues.' 29. 
Wed. 30. 

Year to Area sold Price realised. 
June 30th. in acres. £ s. el. 
1901 399.808 . 252,445 0 0 
1902 . . 1,589,068 . . 1,045,552 8 0 
1903 . . 2.039.1117 . . 1.939.134 12 0 
1904 1*28,851 . 761.4 19 12 0 
1905 509,386 . 489,260 0 0 
1906 1.115.743 . . 1.302,690 8 0 
1907 994,840 . . 1,177.475 8 0 
1908 11)1,450 . 313,833 0 0 
1909 376.046 . . 1.017,103 8 0 
1910 . . 975,031 . . 2,893,712 16 0 

0 12 
0 13 
0 14 
0 Hi 
0 1!) 
1 3 
1 3 
1 18 
2 14 
2 19 

Yes. the development of ('-nod end the emigration to C -.nada 
is lienetiting somebody, though not always nor chiefly those who 
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emigrate. A rise f rom 12s. 6d. per acre to £2 19s. per acre in 
nine years is n o t so bad. W h a t will the next decade bring 
fo r th? 

" D E V E L O P M E N T " O F W E S T E R N CANADA. 
T h e M A N I T O B A F R E E P R E S S o f S e p t e m b e r 1 7 t h , c o n t a i n e d 

some interesting news concerning the development of Western 
( 'anada. It s t a t ed tha t five lots of proper ty in central Winnipeg 
have been sold for £100,000 and t h a t several sales of equal ini-
Iortance are pending. Sir Henry Lenna rd , owner of 4.500 
acres in K e n t , accompanied by ano ther gent leman, visited 
Winnipeg for a few days and purchased a block of business 
pro|ierty for inves tment . Sir Henry who s ta ted that he had 
lieen driven to place his money in Western Canada by the policy 
of I.loyd Georg also made o ther land inves tments fa r ther west. 

Lord Clinton arr ived in Winnipeg on 16th Sep t emlx r and 
was i n t e r v i e w e d b y a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e FREE PRESS. He 
is a heavy investor in many pa r t s of the world and admi t t ed 
that he had a l ready made extensive inves tments in various 
I .arts of Western Canada. He is reported as s a y i n g : " In my 
ix'lief wha t Canada needs is men more than money. Frank ly i 
think you are inclined to over-est imate the value to your count ry 
of the inves tments of men like myself, mos t of whom only buy 
to hold wha t they buy for speculative increase." Lord Clinton 
gix-s on to toll the interviewer t h a t he is in terested in colonisation 
schemes now being planned in England , and says tha t " n a t u r a l l j . 
the class of men t h a t you will get through these schemes will be 
high. They will bo placcd on the land by men who arc looking 
for returns f rom their inves tments and who will see to it t ha t 
only men from whom re turns are reasonably assured an- sent 
out ." 

AUSTRALIA. 

A T A N ON L A N D V A L U E S IN VICTORIA. 
A Reuter message f rom Melbourne da ted October 13th, s ta tes 

that Mr. W a t t , Treasurer of Victoria, in his Budget speech of 
that day, said t ha t the Government ' s proposals would includc 
a land tax of three fa r th ings in the pound on unimproved values, 
and it was es t imated t h a t the gross re turn would be £29(1,000. 

S O U T H A U S T R A L I A . 
The Annual Social to commemora te the b i r thday of Henry 

George was held under the auspices of the Single Tax league of 
South Austral ia on August 29th in Adelaide. The Pres ident , 
Mr. T. J . Wainwr ight , was in the ( hair. The Hon . Secretary, 
Miss Emily Will iams, read the rc-poit of the Fels F u n d Commit tee : 
In response to Mr. Fels' offer to duplicate subscript ions they had 
raiseel £154 8s. 7d. They had obta ined a s t and at the coming 
Royal Agricul tural Society 's Show for the dis t r ibut ion of litera-
ture, and in tended to push forward the movement for the leical 
rating. Five municipalities had dccided t o take polls on the 
question in Decembe r, a n d t he league intended to elo all they 
could to secure their success. Mr. W. A. Wickham delivered th' 
commemorat ion address. 

N E W S O U T H W A L E S . 
The Sydney Single Tax League held their Henry George 

Dinner on Sep tember 1st. An a t t rac t ive souvenir programme 
was issued in connect ion wi th tho dinner . The programme 
contained a fine peirtrait of the Lord Advocate .'is wi II as a 
handsome reproeluction of " T h e Lanel S o n g " with music. 

W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A . 

As for the I .and Tax , it is vet too early to spenk. It is 
impossible t o say in wha t definitive fo im this epoch-marking 
measure will eventual ly burst u]>on the communi ty : a l ready 
then ' have been drast ic amendments , and fu r the r revolut ionary 
al terat ions m a y suggest themselves before the Bill gets through 
the committe-e stage. But it is clear t ha t it is to lie a revenue-
carner as well as a burs te r -up of big estate s. The big squa t t e r 
is smit ten hip and thigh ; the alisente-c is the recipient of 
smashing blows ; the e-itv landlord, the mortgagee, the Crown 
lessee, and the small pasteiralist will all suffer to a grea ter 
or less ex t en t . The chances are, however, that the small 
man will fan- as badly as tlie big man . W her en r possdde 
the tax will be passed on to the tenant. Two years hence the 
l a b o u r P a r t y may be ta lking eif a nat ional inconii t a x to 
gather in the unearned increment tha t the Fisher land t ax 
failed tei divert in the right direction. And the incidence of 
State Taxa t ion will have to lie al tered to restore ha rmony in 
a dise-ordant land. 

This is an extract f rom tho leading article of the SVMIAY 
TIMES (Per th , Western Australia,) of September 19th. W h a t 
a " d i s c o r d a n t " p i c t u r e ! l a n d l o r d , large or small, t e n a n t , 
mortgagee, an- all going to be crushingly hi t , but " t h e t ax will 
be passed on to the t enan t . " Of course the forces of monopoly 
and privilege can always draw pictures like this when they think 
their privileges are in danger. We have " had some over 
lien- quite recently. 

U N I T E D STATES. 
I N C R E A S E D L A N D V A L U E I N T E X A S . 

The Dallas authori t ies decided that they needed a new city 
hall, and sold the old one to a rich St . Louis brewer, who intends 
to erect a twenty-s torey hotel on the site. The building and the 
site were sold for £50,000, which is £30,000 more than they 
originally cost. 

When a site for the new city hall was looked for. seven different 
groups of proper ty owners offered to t ax themselves for a share 
in the " unearned increment " which they knew would accrue 
to the i r real e s ta te if the cit y hall were loeate d near their proper ty . 
One offered the city £12,tMK> in cash ; another , £10.000 ; ano ther 
a large plot of ground and £2,000 cash ; while still another offered 
£7,000. 

The ci ty has accepted the offers and the new city hall will lie 
located where new values will be created. New Orleans Cor-
r e s p o n d e n t , in DAILY CHRONICLE, O c t o b e r 1st . 

G E R M A N Y . 
The annual meeting of the German Land Reformers was 

held at Go tha f rom 2nd to 4th October. Memlicrs of all par t s 
of the Empire took pa r t in the proceedings; of foreign guests 
Mr. and Mrs. Hydcr , of the Land Nationalisation Society, were 
p r e s e n t ; it was a m a t t e r of regret t ha t Mr. Fels and other 
members of the Uni ted Committee for the Taxat ion of Land 
Values could not come. Their kind message f rom the Conference 
a t Manchester was most cordially received. 

For 1st October the members had been invited bv the 
Thiiringen Branch to visit the War t burg a t Eisenach ; in the 
evening Dr. Schrameier spoke on " l and Reform at Home and 
in the Colonics." There was no discussion, only Mr. Damaschkc 
referred to tho earlier t imes of the League, when they had to 
stniggle against the disastrous inact ivi ty and the w rong measures 
of the Government with regard to the land policy in the Colonies. 

A pr ivate meet ing of the members of the Conference took place 
on Sunday, 2nel October, in the a f t e rnoon at Gotha, when an 
a m e n d m e n t to the Government Bill on Increment Dut ies 
was discussed. The discussion was resumed on Monday night 
and brought t o a close on Tuesday. On Sunday night the 
members sat down to a concert in the large hall of the " Hotel 
a i m S e h u t z e n " in G o t h a ; greetings were exchanged, old 
acquain tances were renewed a n d new ones made. 

Monday was devoted to discussing the question : " Which 
are the forms tha t admi t of a social uti l isation of lande d proper ty 
and which reforms should in this regard be sought ? " Be fore 
en ter ing on the discussion senile rout ine business had to lie 
a t t ended to. At 9 o'clock the hell was packed to overflowing. 
lAte i H . R . H . the Duke of Se.xc-Ceiburg-Gotha arrived a n d 
showed his interest in the t ransact ions by listening to the re|xirt 
of the cha i rman and several o ther speeches. After the re pre 
F u ta t ives of the Government and of different organisations h a d 
extendeel their welcome to the meet ing, Mr. Hyder spoke on 
behalf of the Land Nationalisat ion Society. In his reply the 
Chairman thanked him most h e a r t i l y : hi added tha t wherever 
the land movement gained a victory a s it had done in Fngland . 
our country would lie benclited ; every success helped to 
draw the general a t ten t ion to the problem and to inspire the 
fighters with courage, (iood relations with our fr iends in all 
pa r t s on the globe- were well consistent with |X-rfi et inner freedom 
and inelejiendenee of each. Social reforms In the present could 
not be carried out without due regard to the evolutions of the 
past and would take a different shape in each country . Our 
fr iends in England, in Australia, in America had adopted thei r 
own methods ; a iming at the same goal a n d act ing on the same 
principles as the German organisat ion. 

The financial s ta tement was presented by Mr. I'olcnske and 
showed sound progress. When Mr. Damaschke rose to give 
the repent of the year he had a fine reception. He said that there 
were 1.400 personal me rubers more than in 1908 ; whilst in 190(1 
the I/ ague counted 250, and in 1909 about 400 communi t ies 
and associations belonging to it, their n u m b e r had risen to 542 
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in 1910. The publications of the League comprised the " Boden-
reform " and the " A n n u a l of the Bodenrcform," besides the 
"Newspapers Correspondence" sent out twice a month to the 
Press. To the list (if pamphlets six new ones had b-en added 
during the year ; altogether 00,000 pamphlets and 520,000 
leaflets had boen distributed, some of them gratuitously. Mr. 
Damaschkc went on to make some striking remarks on the 
work and the progress of the movement in general ; he men-
tioned the good work |>erformed by our English friends during 
the Budget campaign and expressed a hope ere long to see 
the Land Duties carried into effect by our Parliament also. 
But whatever the result of our present campaign might b:i 
there was no question tha t the Increment Duty alone did not 
put the principle for which we stood into operation. It was only 
a beginning, and for having our object achieved the work hail 
to hi continued and extended. Mr. Daraaschke's effective 
speech was received with enthusiasm. 

At about 11 o'clock the discussion began. It was introduced 
by tin' Mayors of the German cities of I'lin, l'osen, Lennep and 
Rheine, who narrated their practical experiences on the right 
of redemption, tile offering of land by the municipalities for 
charitable purposes, on small holdings leased out or sold by 
the Government and on the leas' system in general. The 
addresses have boen published in full in the "league's Annual. 
The discussion was animated throughout and opened some 
now aspcots to the question. It was regretted that public laws 
were sadly behind the reforms either introduced or wished 
for by the municipalities, and the announcement made that 
the Organisation of German Lawyers had resolved to open a : 
discussion on the legal s ta tus of the new forms of landed property 
as recommended by the league with a view to have legislation 
set into work. 

In the evening some formal business was gone through, the 
elections for the ensuing year were made and some slight altera-
tions adopted in the rules of the league. A resolution was 
carried reprobating the sale of a large drilling ground near 
Berlin by the Government for speculative purposes. 

Of far greater actual importance than the debates of the first 
day of the Conference were the proceedings of the second, when 
the Increment Taxation in its manifold relations to public life 
was examined. The greatest German authority on financial 
questions. Professor Wagner, had arrived to publicly stand out 
for advocating the adoption of this measure by the Government 
ami to throw the weight of his learning into the scale. In spite 
of his 70 years his words were as vigorous as ever. Addresses 
were delivered besides by Prof. Koppe. Prof. Emminghaus, 
Mr. Boldt, town councillor at Dortmund, urged the necessity 
of having our rating system changed; other sjx-akers were 
Messrs. Victor, von Schwerin, Marfels, Freest'. Fliievl and on 
behalf of the Christian Workmen's Association. Mr. Behrens. M.P. 

During the discussion many details were touched upon, 
such as the financial prospects of the increment duties, the 
equitable adjustment and the apportionment of the taxes 
between Municipalities. States and Empire, the Preference 
shown in the Hill to rural districts and others. Mr. Pohlman 
pointed out that the league was perfectly willing to perform 
detail work and had proved it by working out an amendment 
to the Government Bill in opposition to the amendments as pro-
posed by the House of Parliament sitting in Committee, but 
the (Jonferenco ought not to overlook the fact that for them the 
measure was not so much a fiscal one as an entering wedae for the 
introduction of justice into the management of human affairs. 

In his closing remarks Prof. Kiippe said that it was a question 
of paramount importance to have the idea of taxing b ind 
Values, of which the Increment Duty only formed a pari, intro-
duced into the legislation of the Empire. He regarded the Hill 
as a great step in the direction of b ind Reforms. If the present 
Parliament would not approve of the Bill it, surelv. would be 
passed later. The motto of the league was: b ibour and not 
despair! They would go on with their work b.'fore them and 
never cease until that part of the property which was created bv 
the community at large was turned into public us>. 

In the evening. Prof. Erman. Admiral Boeters, Messrs. Boldt, 
Pohlman and ' Damaschke delivered addresses on various 
subjects in connection with b ind Reform ai Miihlhausen. This 
meeting brought the Conference to an end. The Congress has 1 

proved of greatest value, not only for bringing into personal 
touch with one another the many workers in all parts of the 
country, but also of getting them lietter acquainted with the 
many questions arising out of the movement. 

Henry George's teachings are making progress in Germany. 
A . Sc i lRANIKIKR. 

SWEDEN. 
ECONOMIC FREEDOM LEAGUE CONFERENCE. 

The first conference of this League was held on September 16th, 
17th and 18th, and proved to be a success. Several Labour, 
Temperance and Co-operative Societies sent delegates. The 
delegates from Denmark were S. Berthclsen, Dr. Severin Chris-
tensen, and two Husmaend, Peter Ellekjaer and Carl Mortensen. 
Mr. S. Wielgolaski attended from Norway. 

The President of the League, Mr. Johan Hansson, ojiened the 
conference with a speech on the League and its purpose. Mr. 
Nils av Ekenstam (member of the Swedish Fels Fund Committee) 
was then elected Chairman, and Mr. S. Berthelsen (Denmark) 
Vice-Chairman. Then followed three lectures on " T h e Small-
holders' interest in Land Values Taxation." Messrs. Ellekjaer 
and Mortensen spoke from the Danish point of view, and Mr. 
Gustav Johansson, in a brilliant speech, from the Swedish point 
of view. Each s|x-aker testified to the great benefit which small 
landowners would also derive from Land Values Taxation. 

In the evening of the first day a public meeting was held, at 
which, among others, Jfihan Hansson spoke on " Temperance 
Reform and b ind Values," and Dr. Knut Kjellberg on " Charity 
and Justice," 

On the second day the members of the conference, at the 
invitation of the Mayor of Stockholm, inspected a new garden 
suburb which is being erected on ground belonging to the City 
of Stockholm, which is leased, not sold. loiter in the day the 
"Taxa t ion of Future Land Values" was discussed. This dis-
cussion was opened by Mr. Nils av Ekenstam, who explained 
the proposals put forward by a Royal Committee. He did not 
favour any scheme for special taxation of future values, but 
favoured an all-round tax on Land Values. 

The next subject discussed was the tariff question. Mr. 
Berthelsen spoke on " Tariffs and Justice," and in a clever and 
interesting speech showed the iniquity as well as the absence of 
necessity for tariff taxation. Mr. Fabian Mansson, a labour man, 
explained in a rather drastic but practical manner the moral 
effect of protection and its unsoundness from an economic point 
of view. Some discussion followed. 

In the evening a public meeting was held on the tariff question. 
Fabian Mansson and S. Berthelsen spoke again, the first on 
" Labour and Protection," and the latter on " Old and New Free 
Trade," explaining in a most powerful way how the Free Trade 
movement has naturally grown to be a Land Value Taxation 
movement also. 

The third and last day was devoted to the land question. The 
Mayor of Stockholm, Carl Lindhagen, spoke on " The Land 
Question in Sweden." Mr. Berthelsen on " Henry George and the 
Land Question in Denmark," and Mr. Johan Hansson on " Ex-
periences in Foreign Countries of b i n d Nationalisation and Land 
Values Taxation." Mr. Hansson was able to show how the 
former method had failed, while at tempts to tax band Values 
had had such beneficial effects, that practical polities were forced 
to go more and more along this line. 

Before the conference closed four resolutions were passed: one 
to the temperance advocates; one to the peace advocates; one to 
the organised women; and one to the smallholders-—all urging 
them to consider the cause of economic freedom, the abolition 
of economic privilege, and, above all. the abolition of private 
ownership in land. It was decided to lay a petition before the 
Government, urging them to take steps for the solution of the land 
question by the introduction of universal b ind Values Taxation. 

Among those sendinggreetings to the conference were Mr. Joseph 
Fels and the well-known Swedish w oman philosopher, Ellen Key. 

The Swedish movement has m.ide a good forward move as th" 
result of this conference. Much discussion has been raised in 
the Press, representing different shades of opinion. Similar 
conferences will be held in different parts of the country from 
time to time. 

B O O K N O T I C E . 
" P R O G R E S S A N D P O V E R T Y " F O R F O U R P E N C E . 

Mr. John Bagot. editor of the MirmLKTON GUARDIAN, has 
for some time been engaged in revising the current issue of 
Henry George's famous txxik. " Progress and Poverty," by the 
author's edition and the fourth edition, which Mr. George 
himself corrected at the time he added his masterly " preface." 
Tnis new edition, unabridged, will be issued about the middle 
of the present n oath and will lx> sold at the astonishingly low 
figure of Id. The publishers arc John Bagot. Ltd.. GriRiuvN 
Office. Middleton. Manchester. 
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NOTES OF THE MONTH. 

Political Unrest . 
The c o u n t r y is a g a i n t h e s c e n e of a po l i t i ca l s t r u g g l e . 

The o u t b r e a k of s t r i f e w a s s u d d e n a n d s u r p r i s i n g , a l t h o u g h 
every one k n e w t h a t a d e e p f e r m e n t w a s g o i n g on b e n e a t h 
' h e su r f ace . I n t h i s E l e c t i o n , w h i c h is t h e seque l or e c h o 
< t he las t , we feel m o r e f r ee t h a n usua l t o t a k e a g e n e r a l 
view of t h e issue. T h e las t E l e c t i o n w a s so dec i s ive a n d 
f ru i t fu l . a n d t h e e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k d o n e in t h e i n t e r v a l h a s 
been so f a r - r e a c h i n g , t h a t it is poss ib le t o a s soc i a t e o u r 
own f o r t u n e s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h t h o s e in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 
^ l ie ther we look a t o u r Colonies , a t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , o r 
st t h e C o n t i n e n t a l n a t i o n s , we f i nd in e a c h of t h e m a fo rce 
a t work b r e a k i n g u p e x i s t i n g s y s t e m s . C o n d i t i o n s v a r v 
accord ing t o t h e n u m b e r of t h e c o u n t r i e s , b u t e v e r y w h e r e 
progress t o w a r d s f r e e d o m is n o t i c e a b l e . T h e f ierce h e a t 
' i t h e s t r u g g l e in B r i t a i n is w a r n i n g r e c e p t i v e m i n d s a n d 
spiri ts in e v e r y ' p a r t of t h e w o r l d , a n d t h e s e a r e s e n d i n g 
back e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o t h e p e o p l e here . W i t h i n t h e last 
"'W m o n t h s A u s t r a l i a a s a C o m m o n w e a l t h , a n d as a n u m b e r 
of S t a t e s , h a s t a k e n a long s t e p t o w a r d s o u r o b j e c t . T h e r e 
l s a sp i r i t of "challenge a n d r i v a l r y in h e r a d o p t i o n a n d 
^ t e n s i o n of t h e R u d g e t po l icy of t h e M o t h e r C o u n t r y , 
w e s t e r n C a n a d a is m o v i n g , a n d t h e U n i t e d .States h a v e 
' t o k e n a w a y f r o m d e a d e n i n g b o n d s w h i c h h a v e he ld t h e m 

111 a m o n o t o n o u s a n d u n i n t e r e s t i n g i m p r i s o n m e n t for 
y e a r s . T h i s keen a n d s u s t a i n e d po l i t i ca l exe rc i s e s h o u l d 
p r o d u c e a n e w r ace of s t r o n g a n d e n l i g h t e n e d c i t i zens in 
t h e wor ld , w h o s e c iv ic sp i r i t a n d s t r e n g t h will lie t h e 
g u a r a n t e e for t h e m o s t benef ic ia l r e s u l t s in t h e n e a r f u t u r e . 

The Health of the Unionist Party. 

A m o n g t h e s y m p t o m s of 111-110111111 in t h e U n i o n i s t 
P a r t y is i t s f a i l u r e t o g r a p p l e w i t h t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n . . . . 
T h e p r i n c i p l e of f r e e h o l d t e n u r e c a n n o t lie a c c e p t e d as a 
po l i cy in i t se l f , b e c a u s e t r a d i t i o n a n d m o d e r n c i r c u m -
s t a n c e s h a v e c r e a t e d a d e m a n d for a g r i c u l t u r a l t e n a n c i e s 
w h i c h it w o u l d b e a b s u r d t o i g n o r e or e n d e a v o u r t o r ep re s s . 
B u t t h e m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of f r e e h o l d s is po l i t i ca l ly des i r ab l e , 
a n d t h e a r g u m e n t s w i t h w h i c h t h e s u g g e s t i o n is o p p o s e d 
a r e l ikewise po l i t i ca l r a t h e r t h a n e c o n o m i c . . . . T h e 
c r y i n g need fo r a g r i c u l t u r a l E n g l a n d t o - d a y is a po l i t i ca l 
p a r t y ab l e a n d wil l ing t o s h o w t h a t t h e a l t e r n a t i v e t o 
R a d i c a l - S o c i a l i s m is n o t s t a g n a t i o n . 

T h e s e a r e e x t r a c t s f r o m a long a n d se r ious l e a d ing a r t i c l e 
in t h e MORNING POST of N o v e m b e r 7 t h . T h e y i n d i c a t e t h a t 
t h e w r i t e r h a s a s o u n d g r a s p of t h e po l i t i ca l s i t u a t i o n . 
I t is n o t so l o n g s ince t h e s a m e s t a t e m e n t a b o u t t h e 
h e a l t h of t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y c o u l d h a v e b e e n m a d e . T h e r e 
is o n l y o n e w a y of g r a p p l i n g w i t h t h e l a n d q u e s t i o n , a n d t h a t 
is b y t h e po l i cy of v a l u a t i o n a n d t a x a t i o n , a n d a s soon as t h e 
L i b e r a l P a r t y b e g i n s t o flag in t h i s po l icy , t h e s y m p t o m s of 
i l l -hea l th will r e a p p e a r . T h e s e c o n d p o i n t in t h i s s t a t e m e n t 
f r o m t h e MORNING POST r evea l s a v i c ious a n d f a t a l t e n d e n c y . 
T h e m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of f r e e h o l d s is t o b e a d v o c a t e d b y t h e 
C o n s e r v a t i v e s , b e c a u s e , f r o m t h e i r p o i n t of v i e w , i t is po l i t i c -
a l ly des i r ab l e . T e n a n c i e s a r e t o b e a d v o c a t e d by t h e 
L ibe r a l s , b e c a u s e , f r o m t h e i r p o i n t of v i ew, t h i s is po l i t i ca l ly 
des i r ab l e . S m a l l o w n e r s w o u l d vote. C o n s e r v a t i v e , sma l l 
t e n a n t s w o u l d v o t e L i b e r a l . T h e less of t h i s wicked g a m e 
wi th t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e p e o p l e we h a v e t h e b e t t e r . T h e r e 
is m o r e n e e d t h a n e v e r for t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n of bus ines s 
m e n w h o r e g a r d t h e i n d u s t r i a l a n d socia l w e l f a r e of t h e 
c o u n t r y a s a t h o u s a n d t i m e s m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n a n y 
po l i t i ca l g a m e . G a m b l i n g in o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s of life is 
on ly t h e f r u i t a n d re f lec t ion of t h i s m o s t d i s a s t r o u s a n d 
u n p r i n c i p l e d g a m b l i n g in pol i t ics . 

Unionist Despair. 

I m o v e a b o u t t h e c o u n t r y a good dea l a n d I k n o w t h e 
feel ing t h a t p reva i l s . E v e n a f t e r d i s c o u n t i n g t h e 
confn n i a t i on I get of m y v iews , it is u n q u e s t i o n a b l e 
t h a t t h e U n i o n i s t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y t o - d a y a r e 
r ea l ly in a d e s p o n d e n t c o n d i t i o n . If a p a t h y is t o b e 
seen e v e r y w h e r e , f l ie r eason is t h a t t h i n g s a r e w r o n g 
a n d t h e h e a d s of o u r p a r t y a r e n o t p u t t i n g t h e m r i g h t . 
. . . I d o n o t w a n t t o a d v o c a t e r e p e a l of t h e l a n d 
t a x e s . If t h e q u e s t i o n h a d been dec ided b y a n a u t h o r -
i t a t i v e Counci l of t h e P a r t y , o r if Mr . B a l f o u r a n d Mr. 
A u s t e n C h a m b e r l a i n h a d laid d o w n a d e f i n i t e policy 011 
t h e s u b j e c t , I w o u l d d o m y b e s t t o fall i n t o line. A s it is 
1 a m a w a n d e r i n g s h e e p . 
T h i s s t a t e m e n t w a s m a d e in a hp . cial a r t i c l e by a U n i o n i s t 

M.P . in t h e MORNING POST of N o v e m b e r 1 1 t h . I t r e s e m b l e s 
t h o s e w e h a v e n o t i c e d in t h e s e c o l u m n s for m a n y m o n t h s . 
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T h e Unionists have been in the grip of some adverse fa te . 
No m a t t e r wha t form of campaign they adopted , no m a t t e r 
how s t renuous ly they carried it out , success never a t t e n d e d 
their efforts. Tariff Reform, Anti-Socialism, or Anti-
Budget , whatever policy is advanced , it gets in to difficulties. 
W i t h the political a tmosphere pe rvaded by the Taxa t ion 
of Land Values, every one of these a l t e rna t ive schemes 
suffers a fa ta l blight. T h e y c a n n o t live. We hope 
t h a t (luring the election, a n d a f t e r the s t o r m blows over, 
th is wholesome influence will asser t itself, and cover t he 
c o u n t r y more complete ly wi th t he blessings of polit ical 
earnes tness a n d sinceri ty, and fill t he minds of the people 
once more with the prospect of f reedom. 

Tariff Reform for London. 
We have been asked how it could be done , how it was pos-

sible under a Liberal G o v e r n m e n t t h a t a Bill should be 
passed imposing pro tec t ive dut ies on goods enter ing the P o r t 
of London , how a Liberal G o v e r n m e n t could agree to t he 
imposi t ion of a t a x on coal. We c a n n o t give any sa t i s fac tory 
answer . We drew a t t en t i on in our April issue to the P ro -
visional Order being p romoted by the P o r t of London 
Author i ty . In a n o t h e r co lumn of this issue we doal wi th 
t h e measure which was passed by P a r l i a m e n t and with its 
recept ion by the d i f ferent interests af fected. Lord St . 
Aldwyn , in his R e p o r t to t h e Pres iden t of the Board of 
T r a d e on the resul t of t he enqui ry held by h im into t he 
ques t ion of ra tes to be levied on goods, said : " The sole 
in te res t of t he P o r t Au tho r i t y is to ma in ta in and increase 
t he t r ade of the P o r t — t h e y h a v e no shareholders to s a t i s f y . " 
We can ha rd ly imagine a s t a t e m e n t of a pr inciple or theory 
more a t va r iance with the prac t ica l policy pursued by those 
who made the s t a t e m e n t . I t is a shallow and misleading 
s t a t e m e n t t o say t h a t t h e P o r t of London Au tho r i t y h a v e 
no shareholders to sat isfy. T h e y have to p a y in teres t t o 
sa t i s fy t h e mor tgagees who advanced money to sa t i s fy 
t he shareholders in t h e old L o n d o n Docks. The va lua t ion 
of these Docks, like the va lua t ion of London ' s water supplies, 
was far above a n y fair or business-like va lua t ion , and now 
t h e people of London and dis t r ic ts are called upon to pay 
P o r t Dues and Wate r Ra tes to sa t i s fy t he unreasonable 
d e m a n d of the shareholders in these concerns. Taxes on 
t r a d e a n d commerce have no o ther effect t h a n to discourage 
t h e m , and while it is t r u e t h a t t h e sole interest of t h e 
P o r t Au thor i ty is to ma in t a in a n d increase t he t r ade of t h e 
P o r t we ask why in t h e n a m e of all t h a t is business-like a n d 
reasonable they ac ted as if their sole and p r imary in te res t 
was to give t he Dock shareholders an unbusiness-l ike 
price ? We t ake t h i s occasion of emphas is ing once more 
t he fac t t h a t r a tes for ca r ry ing on a n y publ ic service should 
be levied only on t h e basis of land va iue . I t is on th is basis 
alone t h a t they can fall w i thou t discouraging and s t rangl ing 
t h e t r a d e a n d p roduc t ion of a coun t ry . 

Uncertain Ground. 
Mr. Fell i n d Mr. P r e t y m a n were responsible for a 

resolut ion in f a v o u r of a repeal of the land taxes so far 
as they affect " land " used for agr icul tura l purposes, 
l and dependen t on the bui ld ing t rade , and p rope r ty 
held bv small owners. T h e m e m b e r for Chelmsford 
explained t h a t bv rejieal was m e a n t repeal plus recon-
s t ruc t ion . T h e form of va lua t ion for site value laid 
down in the Act was unworkab le and impossible. I t 
was jus t t h a t t he r e should be a fair cont r ibu t ion towards 
local ra tes f rom the large increase in t he value of u r b a n 
proper ty , b u t inc rement in value of o ther k inds of p rope r ty 
should no t escape t axa t ion . A delegate wished to move 
an amendmen t , b u t t he mot ion was being p u t before he 
was on his feet, and was carr ied with th ree dissent ients . 
In sp i te of t he en thus iasm and de te rmina t ion displaved 

by the leaders of t h e L a n d Union, they are obliged to with-

d r a w their lines and bea t a r e t r ea t . This is a r epor t of 
wha t occurred a t t h e Annual Conference of t h e National 
Union of Conservat ive and Cons t i tu t ional Associations 
held a t N o t t i n g h a m on November 17th . W h e n we find 
t h e L a n d Union conceding the jus t ice of t h e Taxa t ion of 
Land Values for local purposes, we m a y car ry on our work 
with renewed confidence in its early success, a n d when we 
find the s t r ic tes t sect of the Conservat ives accept ing this 
modified policy of the Land Union, we can assure ourselves 
t h a t t he ba t t l e has been won on th is side. T h e work that 
remains for us to do is t h a t of r emoving a p a t h y among 
those whose political d u t y it is to press fo rward with the 
policy of the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values. 

Another Blow to the Unionist Policy. 

No p a r t of their policy has received more a t t en t i on from 
the Unionists recently t han their schemes t o promote 
land purchase and t h u s ex tend the influence of landlordism. 
The Farmers ' Club secured Mr. W. Ankers Simmons, a 
well-known and experienced es ta te agent , to read a paper 
which we repr int in another p a r t of this issue, on " The 
Compara t ive Advantages of Ownership or Tenancv of 
Agricultural L a n d . " I t was commonly expected t h a t Mr. 
S immons would favour ownership, b u t this paper turned 
ou t to be a s t rong condemnat ion of t he sys tem, and the 
same line was followed by most of the speakers who tool, 
pa r t in the discussion. A writer in t he TIMES, one of whose 
art icles we reproduce, also suppor t s t enancy aga ins t owner-
ship. These things are encouraging as they indicate t h a t there 
is a large a m o u n t of sensible opinion t h r o u g h o u t t he countrv 
in favour of a policy which will benefi t the industr ious 
man, ra ther t han establish a ves ted r ight or interest . 

The Cant of Landlordism. 

The Austra l ian land specula tors who live in England 
are devo t ing much of their t ime t o abuse of t he Federal 
L a n d Tax . At the Annual General Meeting of t he Scottish 
Austral ian Inves tmen t Company, L td . , on November 18th. 
Mr. George Rai t , t he cha i rman, denounced the t a x : " Wha t 
was proposed was sheer confiscation. . . . H e thought 
it would be a very good th ing if it were n ipped in t he bud 
a t once b y the Royal assent being wi thheld 
Theirs was an old company which was s t a r t e d in 1840. 
and unt i l recent ly—unt i l t he L a b o u r P a r t y and the 
Socialists came into power—the c o m p a n y ' s relat ions 
wi th the di f ferent Governmen t s in Austra l ia were most 
fr iendly in every way, and so t hey would be again when 
the la t te r pursued a proper course. The c o m p a n y were 
only too del ighted to sell their land, to get the proper 
people to go out to i t . " 

After a long and abusive speech the Repor t was adopted, 
and a resolution passed increasing the r emunera t ion of the 
directors f rom £1,200 to £2.000 a year , to t a k e effect f rom 
and a f t e r J u l y 1st, 1909. If the words can t a n d s tupidi ty 
are appropr ia te ill any circumstances, they apply here with 
except ional force. This man who ta lks a b o u t Socialists 
and confiscation declared in his opening r emarks t h a t the 
profi t a n d loss account showed a balance of £116,199. 

which I think is t he largest ba lance t h a t I have had the 
pleasure of bringing under your notice. . . . Las t year 
you had only 2 per cent . , this year you receive 5 per cent. , 
and you h a v e besides the knowledge t ha t there is added to 
the va lue of your ord inary stock the subs tan t ia l sum of 
£40.000 th rough the reserve f u n d . " We commend these 
facts t o our readers and ask t h e m to use t h e m for the 
purpose of meet ing similar can t ing s t a t emen t s t h a t are 
made wi th regard to the Taxa t ion of Land Values in this 
count ry . These men, bl inded b y the view of their own 
interests only, h a v e no eves for the general in teres t of the 
coun t ry . Under t he t h r ea t of the land t ax they are 
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opening up the land which they have too long closed 
down, and y e t t hey kick against th is policy which is 
nothing less t h a n the sa lva t ion of the coun t ry . 

Consumption and the Land Question again. 

A " Tuberculosis E x h i b i t i o n " was held in York 011 
Nov. 7 th—12th . On the last day of t he Exhib i t ion a lan tern 
lecture was given on the sub jec t of " T h e Hea l thy H o m e , " 
by Mr. E . R . Hardie , of Newcast le , in which town the 
housing p rob lem is very serious. In answer to quest ions, 
Mr. Hardie said :— 

When we came to deal with s lum proper ty , it was 
most r emarkab le how the value of it went up, when the 
public a u t h o r i t y required i t , and had to pay out of the 
nose. The land quest ion was a t t he b o t t o m of it, and 
in his opinion the real r emedy was the Taxa t ion of Land 
Values. When t hey hea rd of waste land, he a lmost 
thought t h a t while there was a single square ya rd of 
land t h a t could be described as waste, there should not 
be a single unemployed man . There were acres and acres 
of waste land, and there ough t to be some way of bringing 
labour to it. The a r g u m e n t was b rough t forward t h a t 
waste land was of 110 value , and no t sui table for agricul-
tural purposes . Could anyone say there were ten acres 
in Eng land of no value, and anyone could have i t b y apply-
ing ? There would be a good m a n y appl icants , and it. 
would soon have a value. 

We are glad t h a t this s t a t e m e n t was received with loud 
applause. The insane policy of pe rmi t t ing na tu ra l resources 
to lie waste while h u m a n powers and facult ies are falling 
into a t r o p h y and decay is f as t becoming intolerable. For 
want of food, for w a n t of fresh air, for wan t of w a r m clothes 
and sui table houses, millions of children never a t t a i n 
fulness of physical , menta l or spir i tual life. E v e n if they 
were born wi th full v i ta l i ty t hey can never grow. They die, 
or are slowly killed, b y the mos t cruel and tanta l i s ing dea th . 
Why should we be p a t i e n t wi th t he sys tem which is res-
ponsible for th is ? 

A Sane and Fair Land System Wanted. 

Mr. Lloyd George in the course of an address to a large 
Liberal mee t ing a t St. P a n c r a s on Wednesday , 23rd 
November, said :— 

But if t hey had t aken the quack remedies of t he Tariff 
Reformers, w h a t would have happened ? They could see 
what had happened in Ge rmany . They had a l ready got 
sick of it, and they had swallowed Socialism in order to 
get rid of t he effects of Tariff Refo rm. If they judged the 
present position of t r ade b y every test , our home and 
foreign t r ade had improved enormously. The building 
t rade was be t t e r by 50 per cent , than it was when he intro-
duced his Budge t last year . They were steadily get t ing 
on, but th ings would never be r ight in the bui lding t r ade 
until they had completely unlocked the resources of the 
land. How could they have good t r ade in building when 
they had a sys tem which first of all gave the man who did 
nothing the first cut , and the best cut , and the juiciest cut , 
and a cu t t h a t very of ten le f t nothing b u t the bone for the 
rest ? (Cheers.) They would never get t he building 
t rade what it ought to be in th is coun t ry unti l they had got 
a sane and fair land sys tem in this coun t ry . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer does well to keep the 
land quest ion to the f ron t in th is issue with the Lords. I t 
was the land clauses of his f amous Budget t h a t m a d e the 
issue with t he Lords, and it will be a bad day for the Liberal 
leaders when they forget this as some of them, as most of 
t hem, seem anxious to do. To ignore t he land quest ion in 
this fight is to throw open the ground again for the Tariff 
Reformer and his " quack remedies ." 

Leo Tolstoy. 

Leo Tolstoy died 011 November 20th . His dea th was 
made the occasion for the paying of m a n y t r ibutes to his 
work. We are not here concerned to de te rmine Tols toy 's 
place amongst the th inkers of the world. I t was not as an 
original th inker so much tha t Tolstoy appealed to us. 
but as the s taunch, courageous and eloquent apostle of 
r ighteousness and justice, of peace 011 e a r th and good-will 
to all men. I t was enthus iasm for moral i ty , for social 
justice, t h a t inspired his l i f e ; it was this tha t l if ted 
him almost above h u m a n weaknesses and human passions ; 
and it was this t h a t eventual lv made h im the one voice in 
Europe to which man of all shades of opinion gave a respect-
ful hearing. 

We followers of Henry George owe Tolstoy a special 
deb t of g ra t i tude . For many years, dur ing almost the 
whole of his career, he saw clearly enough that the Land 
Quest ion was necessarily the root of social, political and 
moral quest ions, t ha t , to use his own words, " the only 
indubi table means of improving the position of t he workers 
consists in the l iberation of the land f rom its usurpat ion by th« 
landlords ," and its adminis t ra t ion in such a way as to 
d is t r ibute it and its f ru i t s equi tab ly amongs t all. I t was, 
however, only of compara t ive ly recent years t ha t Tolstoy 
came to realise t ha t to bo th these ends the most jus t anil 
pract icable scheme is t h a t of H e n r v George, known as t he 
single-tax sys t em." Bu t a f t e r he did come to realise this, 
he never lost an oppor tun i ty of using his world-wide 
influence to br ing home the t r u t h , jus t ice and simplicity 
of this sys tem to thousands to whom otherwise it might long 
have remained unknown. When writing, in September , 
1908, to the Federa t ion of t he Single Tax Leagues of Austral ia 
Tolstoy expressed his regret t h a t he had done so little for 
the cause which uni ted him to them. He had done much, 
however, more t han he himself realised. There is little to 
admi re in the pas t his tory of Russia ; there is litt le to 
admire in its present his tory ; b u t we canno t despair of t he 
f u t u r e of the coun t ry which gave to E u r o p e the wholesome 
influence wielded by Leo Tolstoy, whose life a lmost seems 
as if inspired by the lines :— 

Because our race has no grea t memories, 
I will so live it shall r emember me 
For deeds of such divine beneficence 
As rivers have, t h a t teach men w h a t is good 
Bv blessing t h e m . 

Passive Resisters against the Valuation. 

At a meet ing of Builders and P rope r ty -owners held 
recently in t he Ins t i t u t e , St irchley, B i rmingham, to dis-
cuss the land taxes and va lua t ion forms, i t was sug-
gested by several of those presen t t h a t t hey should refuse 
to fill up the va lua t ion forms. Af te r Mr. Rhodes (Secretary 
to t he Midland Counties P r o p e r t y Association) had dis-
coursed 011 the difficulties of Form IV., and had answered 
several quest ions in the following discussion, a small p rope r ty 
owner said he did no t th ink the Act was 'going to affect t hem 
in t h e least. There might be some diff iculty in reference to 
the forms, b u t there was none t h a t could no t be got over 
if t he owners were conscientious and filled t hem up to t he 
best of their abi l i ty . 

The gent lemen who advoca ted passive resistance showed 
a deplorable lack of courage in offering to s t a r t resisting. 
The £50 pena l t y bogey they have been so busy making dur ing 
the pas t few weeks was such a success t h a t i t f r ightened 
even themselves. One said t h a t " the passive resistance 
m o v e m e n t only needed a l ight to be se t to i t , " to which 
ano the r replied t h a t " the man who did t h a t would be singled 
out . I propose we ask Mr. Austen Chamber l a in . " This 
is no t a t all fair to Mr. Chamber la in . 
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" O U R P O L I C Y . " 
" W e would •Imply take for the community what belong* to 

the community—the value that a t taches to land by the growth 
of the communi ty ; leave sacred to the Individual all that 
belong-* to the Indiv idual ."—Hmry Gtorge. 

CHANGE AND CONTINUITY OF POLICY. 

T h e C o n f e r e n c e 011 t h e r e l a t i o n s of t h e t w o H o u s e s of 

P a r l i a m e n t h a s f a i l e d . T h e q u e s t i o n a t issue, t h e r e f o r e . 

I IHS p a s s e d f r o m t h e l e a d e r s of t h e t w o p a r t i e s t o t h e n a t i o n 

a t l a rge , a n d t h e n a t i o n , h a r d l y r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e lust , is 

c o n f r o n t e d by a n o t h e r G e n e r a l E lec t ion . N o t a few of t h e 

e lec to r s a r e w o n d e r i n g w h e t h e r all t h i s t r o u b l e is neces sa ry . 

T h e po l icy of o v e r c r o w d i n g o n e y e a r wi th t w o e l ec t ions 

r e q u i r e s s o m e j u s t i f i c a t i o n , a n d it is o n l y b e c a u s e t h e 

G o v e r n m e n t e n j o y t h e c o n f i d e n c e of t h e c o u n t r y in so 

m a r k e d a d e g r e e t h a t s u c h a po l i cy c a n b e u n d e r t a k e n w i th 

success . 

T h e pos i t i on is i n t e r e s t i n g b o t h on a c c o u n t of t h e c a u s e s 

or m o v e m e n t s f r o m w h i c h it h n s g r o w n , a n d of t h e r e s u l t s 

t o w h i c h it is l ikely t o lead . T h e r e h a s been a c e r t a i n 

c o n t i n u i t y of p u r p o s e u n d e r l y i n g t he G o v e r n m e n t ' s po l i cy . 

T h e m o v e m e n t a g a i n s t t h e L o r d s ' p r iv i l eges h a s r u n in t w o 

d i s t i n c t l ines. T o g r a s p a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h i s f a c t it is 

n e c e s s a r y t o go b a c k a few y e a r s . O n J u n e 24, 1907, S i r 

H e n r y C a m p b e l l R a n n e r m a n i n t r o d u c e d in t h e H o u s e of 

C o m m o n s r e s o l u t i o n s d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s t h e l i m i t a t i o n of t h e 

L o r d s ' p o w e r t o r e j e c t m e a s u r e s p r o m o t e d a n d p a s s e d b y 

t h e H o u s e of C o m m o n s . T h e s e r e s o l u t i o n s a r e t h e bas i s of 

t h e p r e s e n t G o v e r n m e n t Bill. T h e y were f r a m e d w i t h 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h e L o r d s ' a c t i o n in t h r o w i n g o u t t h e E d u c a t i o n 

a n d P l u r a l V o t i n g Rills of 1906, a n d t h e v r e p r e s e n t e d t h e 

G o v e r n m e n t ' s l ine of a t t a c k u p t i l l t h e r e j e c t i o n of t h e 

L i c e n s i n g Bill on N o v e m b e r 2 7 t h , 1908. 

O n D e c e m b e r 11th, 1908. Mr. A s q u i t h s p o k e a t t h e 

N a t i o n a l I ibera l Club , a n d d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t 

h a d d e c i d e d t o a b a n d o n t h i s l ine . T h e r e w a s a d e e p signi-

f icance in h i s s t a t e m e n t t h a t " f i n a n c e is a n i n s t r u m e n t of 

g r e a t p o t e n c v a n d a l so of g r e a t flexibility, a n d it m a y b e 

f o u n d t o b e , in s o m e d i r ec t i ons , a t a n y r a t e , a p a r t i a l s o l v e n t 

of w h a t u n d e r e x i s t i n g c o n s t i t u t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s w o u l d 

o t h e r w i s e b e i n so lub le p r o b l e m s . " S ign i f i can t a lso w a s his 

d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t " t h e B u d g e t of n e x t y e a r will s t a n d a t t h e 

v e r y c e n t r e of o u r w o r k , b y w h i c h we sha l l s t a n d or fall , 

b y w h i c h c e r t a i n l y we sha l l b e j u d g e d in t h e e s t i m a t i o n 

b o t h of t h e p r e s e n t a n d of p o s t e r i t y . " T h e c o u n t r y n o w 

a p p r e c i a t e s t h e m e a n i n g of t h i s . F r o m t h a t t i m e t h e 

G o v e r n m e n t ' s po l i cy w a s d i r e c t e d t o a n a t t a c k on t h e 

e c o n o m i c p r iv i l eges of t h e L o r d s b y m e a n s of t h e B u d g e t . 

T h e f r u i t s of t h i s pol icy a r e not v e t e x h a u s t e d . Pol i t ica l ly it 

h a s g i v e n t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y r e n e w e d life a n d v igou r a n d 

h a s b o u n d t h e c o u n t r y t o the. G o v e r n m e n t in a r e m a r k a b l e 

w a y . 

W i t h t h e p a s s i n g of t h e L a n d C lauses of tho B u d g e t t o i t s 

c red i t , a n d w i t h the i r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n going on, t h e G o v e r n -

m e n t h a v e dec ided t h a t t h e y c a n n o w a f f o r d t o t u r n once 

m o r e t o t h e i r t a s k of l imi t ing t h e L o r d ' s v e t o p o w e r . 

Once aga in , on N o v e m b e r 19th , Mr . A s q u i t h s p o k e a t t h e 

N a t i o n a l L i b e r a l C lub . T h i s t i m e h i s p u r p o s e w a s t o 

a n n o u n c e t h e r enewa l of t h e conf l i c t on t h e o ld g r o u n d . 

" I t is a d m i t t e d t a c i t l y , " h e sa id , " if n o t e x p r e s s l y , t h a t 

i t is on ly w h e n t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y is in p o w e r t h a t t h e H o u s e 

of L o r d s c l a i m s or exerc i ses i ts s u p p o s e d r i g h t t o c o m p e l 

a d i s s o l u t i o n . W e h a v e , y o u see, m a d e s o m e p r o g r e s s in 

t he c o n t r o v e r s y a f t e r al l . W h a t 1 h a v e t o s ay t o - d a y , in 

t h e p l a i n e s t possible words , is t h a t t h i s s t a t e of t h i n g s , 

t h a t t h i s u n e v e n n e s s , t h a t t h i s i n ju s t i ce , t h a t t h i s d e l i b e r a t e 

a n d m i s c h i e v o u s d i s t o r t i o n of t h e p r inc ip l e s of d e m o c r a c y , 

t h i s s t a t e of t h i n g s we a r e d e t e r m i n e d t o b r i n g t o a n e n d 

once a n d for all . W h e n , t h e n , I a m a s k e d w h a t we a r e 

fighting for , I a n s w e r , for t w o t h i n g s — f o r f a i r p l a y for 

p rogres s ive legis la t ion a n d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t in a l l i t s f u lne s s 

of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e g o v e r n m e n t . " 

H e r e we h a v e t h e l a n g u a g e used t h r e e or f o u r y e a r s a g o 

b y Sir H e n r y C a m p b e l l B a n n e r m a n , t h e r e s o l u t i o n t o 

d e p r i v e t h e L o r d s bv d i r e c t legis la t ion of t h e u n d u e po l i t i ca l 

p o w e r w h i c h t h e y h a v e exerc i sed . T h e G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n 

will b e f o u g h t m a i n l y on t h i s issue. B u t h a p p i l y t h i s is n o t 

t h e e n d . I n t h e s a m e s p e e c h M r . A s q u i t h m a d e a n o t h e r 

s i gn i f i can t s t a t e m e n t . " T o us a s a p a r t y , " h e sa id , " con-

s t i t u t i o n a l c h a n g e s a r e b u t t h e m e a n s t o f u r t h e r a n d g r e a t e r 

ends . W e h a v e b e f o r e u s g r e a t idea ls in t h e soc ia l a n d 

e c o n o m i c s p h e r e , ideals t o w a r d s t h e r e a l i s a t i o n of w h i c h we 

h a v e m a d e s o m e p r o g r e s s d u r i n g t h e l a s t five y e a r s , m a i n l y 

b e c a u s e of t h e f i nanc ia l o m n i p o t e n c e of t h e L o w e r H o u s e . 

W e find o u r s e l v e s h a m p e r e d a t e v e r y s t a g e on t h e r o a d 

b y t h e o v e r r i d i n g p o w e r s of a C h a m b e r o v e r w h e l m i n g l y 

T o r y in i t s c o m p o s i t i o n a n d t h e n a t u r a l c h a m p i o n of t h r e a t -

e n e d i n t e r e s t s a n d pr iv i leges . T h o s e g r e a t c a u s e s of w h i c h 

we a r e t h e t r u s t e e s c a n n o t a f f o r d t o go o n w a i t i n g . " 

T h i s d e c l a r a t i o n b e a r s t h e p r o m i s e t h a t we sha l l o n l y b e 

a s k e d t o e n g a g e for a l i t t l e whi l • in t h i s po l i t i ca l s t r ugg l e , 

a n d t h a t i t s f r u i t s sha l l b e used fo r t h e f u r t h e r o b j e c t of 

f r e e i n g ou r se lve s f r o m t h e t y r a n n y of ve s t ed i n t e r e s t s . 

T h e s t a t e m e n t is less d e f i n i t e t h a n we m i g h t wish , b u t t h i s 

is a f a u l t w h i c h o f t e n m a r k s t h o s e p re -e l ec t ion s p e e c h e s . 

W h e n Min i s t e r s t a l k a b o u t " social r e f o r m " a n d " idea ls in 

t h e social a n d e c o n o m i c s p h e r e , " w e gene ra l l y a s s o c i a t e 

t h e s e p h r a s e s w i t h c h a r i t a b l e s c h e m e s of I n v a l i d i t y I n s u r a n c e , 

L a b o u r E x c h a n g e s a n d P o o r L a w R e f o r m , for w h i c h t h e y 

w a n t m o n e y . 

At t h i s t ime , h o w e v e r , we be l ieve we a r e jus t i f i ed in a s s u m -

ing t h a t t h e G o v e r n m e n t i n t e n d t o p a s s a t a n e a r l y d a t e 

f r o m r e f o r m of t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d t o r e s u m e a s soon as 

poss ib le t h e w o r k of e x t e n d i n g f r e e d o m in t h e e c o n o m i c 

s p h e r e w h i c h t h e y b e g a n in t h e R u d g e t . R u t i t is w o r t h 

whi le d i scuss ing , even as a m a t t e r of t a c t i c s a n d pol i t ics , 

w h e t h e r t h e m o v e m e n t a g a i n s t t h e L o r d s ' pos i t ion s h o u l d 
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follow one line or t w o lines. Expe r i ence has a l ready proved 

t h a t t h e d i rec t a t t a c k on t h e poli t ical power of the Lords 

does no t a p p e a l t o t h e c o u n t r y . To m a k e th is a t t a c k even 

possible it was necessary t o associa te i t w i th t he a t t a c k on 

their economic power, t he i r i r responsible domina t i on of 

the people ' s m e a n s of l ivel ihood t h r o u g h t h e l and . The 

political or cons t i t u t i ona l a t t a c k is ent i re ly a b s t r a c t . It 

has ne i ther evoked t h e e n t h u s i a s m of t h e people, nor t he 

s t renuous oppos i t ion of t h e Lords . I n itself i t is e m p t y 

and un in te res t ing , a n d requ i res t o h a v e some th ing close 

behind it, or b e t t e r still, r i g h t inside of it, as t he B u d g e t was 

last yea r . 

We a re s o m e t i m e s a sked how we shall ge t a Bill for the 
local T a x a t i o n of L a n d Va lues t h r o u g h t he H o u s e of Lords , 
unless we cu r t a i l the i r powers . W e h a v e no fear . I t will 
go t h r o u g h as t he B u d g e t w e n t t h r o u g h , b y t he irresistible 
force of pub l i c opinion in i t s f avou r . The weakness of the 
Liberal or d e m o c r a t i c forces a t a n y t i m e is no t d u e t o t he 
over shadowing power of t h e Lords , b u t t o t he f a c t t h a t t h e 
burn ing desires a n d a sp i r a t i ons of p rac t ica l ly t h e whole 
people never find express ion or o u t l e t in a pol i t ical measure . 
The first bus iness of a n y G o v e r n m e n t in th i s c o u n t r y is to 
remove a t once t h e b a r r i e r s which p r e v e n t t h e l and of th i s 
coun t ry f r o m s u p p l y i n g t o mill ions of men, women , and 
children t h e p l ea san t b r ead of life, for lack of which they a re 
dying, a n d which t h e l a n d holds in such a b u n d a n c e , t o 
remove t h o s e o b s t r u c t i o n s t o p r o d u c t i o n which d r y u p t h e 
s t r eams of t r a d e a n d commerce , which m a k e men indus t r i a l 
ou t laws o n t h e face of t h e ea r t h , t y ing u p the i r h a n d s and 
n u m b i n g the i r b r a i n s in idleness. 

Le t t h e G o v e r n m e n t p u t i ts h a n d t o th i s sacred work in 
earnest , l e t i t open t o a t h i r s t y people t he wa te r of life, let 
these people feel t he s a p a n d v igour of life which 
N a t u r e h a s p rov ided coming in to the i r beings, a n d we 
should like t o see t h e H o u s e of L o r d s s t a n d in the i r way . 
There is, a f t e r all, on ly one m e t h o d of des t roy ing a privilege, 
a n d t h a t is b y r emoving i ts roo ts or f o u n d a t i o n s . T h e Lords 
have b u i l t t h e m s e l v e s the i r privileges, slowly a n d pa t i en t ly , 
on t h e owner sh ip a n d increasing ownersh ip of l and . They 
will only d i sappear wi th t h e dissolut ion of th i s ownership , 
a n d w i t h t h e g r adua l r e i n s t a t e m e n t of t he people in the i r 
free a n d n a t u r a l r i gh t s t o t he use of l and . D e m o c r a c y will 
only b e es tab l i shed s t e p b y s t ep a s th i s is accompl ished, 
and e f for t s t o c lo the democ racy in p roper forms, when 
the s u b s t a n c e of democ racy does not exist , a re i r re levant , and 
a p t t o be mischievous . Democracy will grow f rom the 
hea r t or cen t r e o u t w a r d s , a n d will shape new a n d appro-
p r i a t e f o r m s for itself as i t grows. To a people free f rom t h e 
despot ic necess i ty of s t rugg l ing b e y o n d the i r s t r eng th t o 
gain a n d ho ld the ma te r i a l basis of life polit ical a c h i e v e m e n t 
would be easy . W i t h such a people t h e t a s k of s t a t e s m e n 
would b e s imple . P o v e r t y a n d t he in jus t ice f rom which it 
spr ings a re t he fac t s which baffle t h e mos t br i l l ian t e f for t s 
to bui ld a p e r m a n e n t a n d s t ab le Cons t i t u t ion . 

THE HIGHLAND CAMPAIGN. 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR. J. DUNDAS WHITE, M.P. 

In reply t o a few ques t ions Mr. W h i t e has given us t he 
following sho r t a ccoun t of t he impress ions he formed dur ing 
his speaking tour in the H i g h l a n d count ies . 

" You opened you r campa ign in O b a n ? " 
Yes, we began a t Oban , thence t o For t Will iam, t hence 

across the c o u n t r y by L o c h L a g g a n t o Speyside, spoke 
a t var ious places along Speyside, t hen a t Elgin, N a i r n 
a n d var ious p laces along t he sou th side of the Moray 
F i r t h . The nex t d e p a r t u r e was then m a d e for Thurso , the 
mos t nor ther ly por t on t he m a i n l a n d of Scot land, f r o m 
which we passed to Wick , working our way down the cen t res 
along t he coast , a n d concluding a t Dingwall . Then 
across to t he Isle of Skye , where mee t ings were held a t 
Po r t r ee a n d D u n v e g a n , t hence t o S t o m o w a y f u r t h e r 
nor th , a n d sou th aga in t o close the series a t the Inve rness 
Conference ." 

" W h a t k ind of mee t ings did you h a v e ? " 
" On the whole we h a d good meet ings . The n u m b e r s 

w h o came var ied according t o t he place and hour , b u t the 
whole campa ign was m a r k e d b y t he g rea tes t interest on 
t h e p a r t of those who were p resen t a t every meet ing, and 
some of t he mee t ings were large a n d en thus ias t i c . " 

" I n w h a t d id you find t he people most in teres ted ? " 
" I h a d k n o w n before s t a r t i n g t h a t they held s t rong 

views in f avour of the Smal l L a n d h o l d e r s ' Bill, b u t the 
exper ience of t he mee t ings showed t h a t the sub j ec t of the 
T a x a t i o n of L a n d Values also evoked very g rea t in teres t . 
T h e key-no te of course was t h a t t he people h a v e cer ta in 
r igh t s "to t he n a t u r a l resources of the c o u n t r y , a n d 
t h a t those who m a d e bu i ld ings and i m p r o v e m e n t s were 
ent i t led t o t he full benef i t of t h e m . This w e n t home , 
par t i cu la r ly in those d i s t r i c t s where t he c learances h a d 
n o t been "forgotten, where the m e m o r y was still green 
of t he w a y in which the people h a d been dr iven w i t h o u t 
compensa t ion f r o m their homes in order to m a k e room 
for sheep a n d deer . Since the Crof te rs ' Act, these con-
d i t ions h a v e of course been amel io ra ted , b u t their effect 
is be ing increasingly felt b y t he smal l t owns which h a v e 
na tu ra l ly been cr ippled b y the depopu la t ion of the 
agr icu l tu ra l d is t r ic ts which they should na tu ra l ly serve. 
These l i t t le t owns are also being cr ippled in ye t a n o t h e r 
way. I h a d of course, been fami l ia r wi th the idea of 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a round our large towns , b u t was n o t pre-
pa red to find t h e same condi t ions t h e r e . " 

" H o w do our land a n d r a t i n g sys t ems af fec t these 
smal l t owns ? " 

" In va r ious cases t h e people a re hudd led toge the r in 
houses in low-lying posi t ions which should h a v e been 
c o n d e m n e d long 'ago , b u t the re is excellent bui ld ing land a 
l i t t le higher up, and it h a s been t he exper ience t i m e and 
again t h a t while it is r a t e d a t a b o u t 12s. or 15s. per acre, 
t he feuing price is £10 or £12 per acre, which is prac t ica l ly 
prohibi t ive . This combined wi th t he ra t ing of houses— 
a n d in some eases t he r a t e s a re v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l — n o t 
onlv p r even t s t h e bui ld ing of houses for t he people them-
selves b u t also mi l i t a t es agains t t he bui lding of houses 
for the b e t t e r a c c o m m o d a t i o n of s u m m e r vis i tors , a n d 
checks a n y possible deve lopmen t . A good deal ha s 
been spen t in var ious places on ha rbours , b u t t he r e 
again the re was the s a m e diff iculty, t h a t if the expendi-
t u r e leads t o d e v e l o p m e n t , there is a greater d e m a n d 
for land, and t he feuing price can be raised correspond-
ingly. Indeed it is increasingly recognised t h a t if t he 
decline of the popu la t ion is to be a r res ted a n d the High land 
d is t r ic t s t o be developed, the land ques t ion m u s t be faced 
boldly a n d a t once. T h e presen t evils are increasingly 
recognised a n d public opinion is r ipe for a so lu t ion ." 
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" Did the people apprec ia te t he fac t t h a t t he valuat ion of 
land would help t h e m to gain the objec t of the Small 
Landholders ' Bill ? " 

" T h r o u g h o u t the campaign the close relat ion was shown 
be tween the quest ion a n d the re form of ra t ing and the Small 
Landho lde r s ' Bill, a n d special a t t en t ion was laid on the new 
va lua t ions under the Budge t as providing the basis for t he 
jo in t reforms. I t is found a lmos t everywhere t h a t there 
is a great demand for Small Holdings. Indeed, only 
recent ly appl ica t ions for Small Holdings were received 
by one i m p o r t a n t County Council to the e x t e n t of nearly 
1,100. The best answer to t he suggestion t h a t there is no 
land sui table is the R e p o r t of t he High lands and Is lands 
Commission of a b o u t lfi yea rs ago which repor ted giving 
deta i ls for each of t he Croft ing Councils of Scot land, t h a t 
in t he six c rof t ing count ies of Scot land there were abou t 
1} million acres of pract ical ly unused land sui table for t h e 
creat ion of Small Holdings or t he extension of the exist ing 
ones, or for the es tab l i shment of small farms. I t is high 
t ime t h a t the r ecommenda t ions of t h a t Commission were 
given effect t o . " 

MR. JOSEPH FELS ON SMALL HOLDINGS. 

AN INTERVIEW. 

" I unde r s t and , Mr. Fels, t h a t you have lately changed the 
m e t h o d of managing the Mayland F a r m s ? " 

" I have not exac t ly changed m y me thod , b u t I have 
corrected my way of dealing with mos t of the small holdings. 
T h e reasons for this are t h a t the small holders originally 
p u t in were more or less inexperienced, and had very l i t t le 
capi ta l , and fu r the r , because of the poor qua l i ty of the l and . " 

" F r o m w h a t sources were you r smnll holders d rawn ? " 
" T h e small holders were d r a w n principal ly f rom London , 

f r o m the industr ia l classes ins tead of f rom the people we 
should have d r a w n them f rom, men with agr icul tura l 
exper ience ." 

" Then your experience would lead you t o conclude t h a t 
it was no t a successful policy, t h a t of t ak ing men in middle 
life f rom the t owns . " 

" No, I found it was a poor policy, because the middle 
aged indust r ia l worker took qu i t e as long to learn a n y t h i n g 
a b o u t f a rming as he would to learn any o ther t rade , and , 
on the principle t h a t you canno t teach nn old dog new-
tr icks, it is best to t a k e experienced agr icul tur is ts of whom 
the re are p len tv and t o spare in Grea t Br i ta in looking for 
l and . " 

" Would your experience lead you to say t h a t it was 
be t t e r t o a t t e m p t t he solution of t h e unemployed prob lem 
by dif ferent means t h a n those which you employed in th is 
case ? " 

" I d id no t s t a r t th i s small holding scheme in Mayland for 
th is reason at all. T o the outs ider it appea red a benevolent 
or ph i l an th rop ic enterpr ise ; to some as the fad of a well-to-
do m a n ; to o thers as a fool th ing general ly. My objec t 
in s t a r t i n g it was to d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t t he presence of an 
indus t r ious popu la t ion gives va lue to t he land on which 
they work and to a d j a c e n t l a n d . " 

" Were there o ther causes of the failure t h a n the un-
sui tabi l i ty of the men ? " 

" Well, among o the r reasons was t he d i s tance f rom the 
ra i lway s ta t ion , near ly fonr miles. The soil is abou t the 
heav ies t clay land in Essex, in fact p rac t ica l ly in all Eng land , 
a n d being so near t h e sen-level difficult and expensive to 
d r a i n . " 

" W h a t sa t i s fac tory fea tu res were evolved from vour 
e x p e r i m e n t with Mayland f a r m s ? " 

A m o n g these a re the g radua l improvemen t in t he 
condi t ion of t he small holders who a re left ; the proper 
d e v e l o p m e n t of intensified agr icul ture ; t he s t a r t ing of a 
co-opera t ive shop ; a n open-air and closed school, etc.. e t c . " 

" You have done someth ing in the way of advancing 
| educat ion a t Mayland, giving the chi ldren special op-

por tuni t ies ? " 
" Yes, when we bough t the land a t Mayland t h e nearest 

school to the f a rm was a little unde r two miles. The 
school was of the old type, t he pr incipal o b j e c t being 
apparen t ly to make the children sit u p and keep silent. 
The Essex Educa t iona l Council agreed t o staff t he school 
a t Mayland if we provided the building, b u t in a very 
short t ime it was found necessary t o give not ice to the 
Council t o vacate . Since t hen I have been r u n n i n g the 
school myself, based on lines t h a t give t he chi ldren more 
f reedom. With in a year we have " r e -made , " for w a n t of a 
be t te r t e rm, the s ix ty or seventy children in cons tan t 
a t t endance , physically and men ta l ly . " 

" You a t t e m p t e d to organize a co-operat ive sys t em of 
dealing with the produce of each consumer . 1 unde r s t and 
t h a t sys tem broke down. To what do you a t t r i b u t e th is ? " 

To the fac t t h a t the small holders themselves were no t 
t ra ined or educated to co-operation, and though mos t of 
them called themselves Socialists, they were Indiv idua l i s t s 
almost to a man, a n d being s t rangers to each o ther , dis-
t rus ted each other . To have changed this would have 
mean t to have changed the n a t u r e of t he small holders. 
Given access to land of the r ight qua l i ty by a sufficient 
number of men of t he r ight qual i ty and with agr icul tura l 
knowledge, and with a sufficient a m o u n t of capi ta l , these 
men would na tura l ly co-operate as most men a re willing 
to do when t hey are on an equal i ty . I should cer ta in ly say 
co-operation is ent i rely feasible where men h a v e equal 
oppor tuni t ies , and it would be to their prof i t in every 
case to co-operate with each other , as is p r e t t y conclusively 
proved by the widespread co-operat ion t h a t has actual ly 
come abou t , and also in D e n m a r k by condi t ions of land 
tenure which p romoted the be t te r deve lopment of land and 
h u m a n re la t ionship ." 

" W h a t is your opinion of the Hollesley Bay F a r m L a b o u r 
Colony exper iment on which there is said to h a v e been a 
loss of £79,000 ? " 

" In the first place, I do no t believe there was a n y such 
loss, as opponen ts of a thing can usually cook up a n v 
account or s t a t emen t they w a n t ; figures are easily played 
with, b u t it was never expected t h a t a L a b o u r Colony"for 
the Unemployed would or could unde r present condi t ions be 
made self-support ing, jus t as in m y experience of Mayland 
with men brought f rom the city a n d unused to l and cul t iva-
tion. The Hollesley B a y labour was equally inexperienced, 
and . as we cannot m a k e a silk purse ou t of a sow 's ear , 
na tura l ly men who are used to sawing t imber , dr iv ing nails, 
loading machinery a n d sweeping s t reets would not make 
very good f a r m labourers for a three mon ths ' s t av as a l imit . 
I t takes a man three mon ths to get his muscles in shape for 
farm work. All these small holdings and F a r m Colonv 
cul t ivat ion schemes under such condi t ions as we find must 
necessarily he mere pal l iat ives and of no cons t ruc t ive 
impor tance , bu t given free access t o land, exempt ion f rom 
taxes a n d ra tes on indus t ry , and buildings, men would 
find their own level and small holdings would spring up 
almost au tomat ica l ly in grea t number s wherever the land 
was sui table for t h e m . " 

" W h a t arc your f u t u r e plans for Mayland ? " 
" My idea is t ha t t he occupants of the small holdings 

would be paid a fair wage of £1 per week, which is to be 
charged to them along with the expenses of the par t icu lar 
holding, and give credi t for the produce of their Small 
Holding, t he balance belonging to t he occupant so t h a t he 
may be m a d e more or less independen t bv w h a t he makes . " 

" How has the presence of the Mayland enterprise affected 
land values within say a radius of 3$ miles ? " 

" I t has p u t them up 70 to 100 per cent . My next -door 
neighbour w a n t s 100 per cent , more for the 141 acres he 
has t han he asked the d a y a f t e r I purchased the f a rm. 
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HOW SLUM-OWNERS ARE ENCOURAGED 
AND REWARDED. 

THE TABARD STREET CLEARANCE SCHEME. 

The London County Council have now before them a scheme 
for the clearance of slum properties, covering a total area of 
16 acres, situated in Tabard Street and Grotto Place, South-
ward and in Crosby Row, Bermondsey. involving a capital 
expenditure of £473,000, and a net loss to the London ratepayers 
of £387,700. In other words, in order to get possession of some 
16 acres of land to-day. a purely slum property, of the estimated 
value of £85.600, or , 'without provision of 5 acres for an open 
space, of £93,350, the London County Council proposes to pay 
no less a sum than £473,300. 

The average vearlv death rate per 1,000 from all causes was. 
l>eriod 1904-8, in London 14-9. in Southwark 18-2, in the Tabard 
Street area 3 6 8 ; from 1905-9 it was in London 14-5, in South-
wark 17-5, in the Grotto Place area 391. in Bermondsey 18 9. 
and in the Crosby Row area 30-9. Hence no public-minded 
man can question the necessity for some " drastic action " being 
taken with reference to the areas under consideration. But 
they may well question the necessity for such action involving 
a loss to' the ratepayers of London of a cash sum of £387.700. 
involving, such is the magic of compound interest, a total pay-
ment during the next fifty-nine years of over £785 000 ! 

Under an order of reference, the Council must arrange that 
all outgoings, in respect of their dwellings, inclusive of capital 
charges, shall be met out of the rents received. Even after 
saddling a huge sum on the rates, by means of writing down the 
value of the land, the rents the Council is compelled to charge 
are more than the poor people who are displaced can pay. In this 
Tabard Street case, the value of the land has l>een written down 
from £473.300, the gross cost, to £85,600, the estimated value 
after the clearance. In the Clare Market scheme the value of 
the land was written down from £80.000 to £10.000. In 1902. 
Sir John Dickson-Povnder, M.P., L.C.C., said tha t " the last 
25 years' operations in improvements and clearances had in-
volved a net irrecoverable loss to the ratepayers of London of 
no less a sum than £1.206,000. arrived at by this artificial opera-
tion of writing down the values." The futility of these schemes 
for rehousing the displaced people is borne out by past experi-
ence. In the case of the Blackwall Tunnel, the works displaced 
1.210 persons, accommodation was provided for 1.104. bu t only 
9 of the original occupants availed themselves of the new dwell-
ings. In the Boundary Street area, out of 5.719 persons, only 
U were original tenants. In the Falcon Court scheme only 
40 of the 500 provided for were original occupants. 

As reported in the Agenda Paper of the London County 
Council of Tuesday, November 1st. the Medical Officer of Health 
represented to the effect t h a t — " The houses, courts, and alleys 
within the respective areas are unfit for human habitation : that 
the narrowness, closeness and bad arrangement of the streets 
and houses, the want of air. fight, and ventilation, and other 
sanitary defects, are dangerous or injurious to health. Nor 
is this 'surpris ing: for the Tabard Street area is represented 
as about 131 acres in extent, as containing 649 houses, inhabited 
bv a population of 3,552 ,>ersons—that is, over 40 people to rath 
house!—" nearly all of whom are a r s o n s of the working class. 
' The characteristic feature of the area is the narrowness of the 
streets and the bad arrangements of both streets and houses. 
George Court is, in parts, only 3 feet wide; Little Britain. 
5 feet . Out of 32 streets in the area no less than 1.5 
are rule de sac. The houses in Tabard Street are three storeys 
in height, but nearly all the other houses on the area consist of 
two storeys, and contain either two or four rooms. Many of 
the houses have backyards, which are small, and in which 
are situated the watereloeets and dustbins. . . . The houses 
generally are worn o u t ; the walls of many of the ground-floor 
rooms present evidence of dampness, or have been match-
• t a r d e a in such a way as to conceal the dampness ; and the 
staircases are, in a number of instances, narrow, dark, and 
dangerous." The Grotto Place area comprises some 1£ acres, 
and contains 138 houses, mostly of one or two storeys in height. 
" The houses, with few exceptions, are quite worn out, and the 
inhabitants, who number 567, are of the poorer class. The 
Orosbv Row area is about one acre in extent, and contains 88 
houses occupied by 474 persons. " The houses generally ate 
worn out. are surrounded by high buildings, and have insufficient 
f^iace about them." 

Such is the evidence of their own officials. But it. is lor these 
875 houses, worth, according to this evidence, nothing or less 
than nothing, tha t the London County Council proposes _to call 
upon the ratepayers of London to pay the sum of £387.700, or 
over £443 iter house'. The poor purveyor of diseased meat is 
held up to public execration, is hauled before our Courts as a 
criminal, fined, and his property seized, condemned, and des-
troyed. But the rich purveyor of such hotbeds of disease as 
those described above is not denounced as a criminal, is not 
hauled before our Courts, nor is his property seized, condemned, 
and destroyed. Quite the contrary, his nefarious enterprise is 
encouraged and rewarded, in this case, by a gift of £387,/Ot>, 
even though he has probably l>een the direct cause of more 
deaths than all the detected and undetected purveyors of 
diseased meat throughout the kingdom. 

We are well aware tha t when undertaking any such scheme 
the London County Council is bound to act in accordance with 
Acts of Par l iament ; and tha t most Acts relating to real 
estate " are framed with more regard to the interests, legitimate 
or illegitimate, of " property," than to the interests of the 
community or the health and well-lieing of the people. In this 
case they are acting under Part I. of the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1890. as amended by The Housing and I own 
Planning Act, 1909, which provides, we believe, that " compensa 
tion for d is turbance" has to 1H> paid, not in proportion to the 
intrinsic value of the proi>erty taken over, but in proportion 
to its yield, in this case in proportion to the tribute it enabled 
them to extort from the unfortunate. 4,588 of the poorest and 
most dei>endent of the landless classes crowded on these disease 
breeding spots. But we have a shrewd suspicion tha t the 
Council has other powers, powers entrusted to them to rid the 
district they govern from public nuisances, dangerous to the 
health of the people, to which they might have had recourse 
had they desired to do so. Over twenty years ago. according 
to their own report, their attention was directed to these danger-
ous areas. The worn-out houses were admittedly unfit for human 
habitation. Have the Council no power to have them closed 
on these grounds ? Or, even if not, have they not Parliamentary 
influence sufficient to secure them such powers ? I he present 
House of Commons would have lent, a willing ear to their 
petition, and just now the House of Lords would have been 
very reluctant openly to oppose it. But no 1 The Council 
prefer to act on the ' l ine of least resistance and greatest cost 
to the inarticulate and easily deluded ratepayers. But it is 
bv such actions on the part of our governing bodies that the 
surplus wealth of the community is stealthily drained from those 
who have little, still further to swell the unearned incomes of 
those who have much, and tha t men are richly rewarded for 
creating such plague-breeding spots in the very heart of our 

E n , P i r e ' L.H.B. 

PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY. 

PROTESTS AGAINST PORT RATES. 

A W O R K I N G M O D E L OK P R O T E C T I O N . 

On October 31st, a copy of a letter from a number of prominent 
Ixindon manufacturers to the Por t of London Authority appeared 
in the Press. The letter contained a strong protest against the 
action of the Authority in fixing the Port rates on goods entering 
and leaving the Port 'of London at such high figures as those 
appearing in the Schedule of Por t Rates. Apparently the rates 
payable in respect of goods imported arc, almost without excep-
tion over 65 per cent, of the maximum rates scheduled to the 
Por t of London Act (1908), while the export rates are about 25 
per cent, of the same maximum schedule. It appears that 
in fixing the rates at these high figures the Authority are at tempt-
ing to levy the full limit of their revenue powers from this source. 
When the Bill was before the House of Commons, the President 
of the Board of Trade, Mr. Churchill, in fixing the limit of an 
annual revenue from |x.rt rates at £330.000, said that he wanted 
to give, an adequate security tha t the interest on the ]>ort stock 
will lie properly defrayed, and he had to choose some point w Inch 
would leave a considerable margin, far more than needed, or 
likely to be needed." As the same time Mr. Churchill told the 
House of Commons tha t lie wanted to give a general assurance to 
the traders of Ixmdon and the metropolis of the very- minute, not 
to say microscopic, character of the dues which would lie levied, 
and he assured Parliament tha t nothing like £330,000 would bo 
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required, indicating t h a t about £ 180/KK) a t tho outside would be 
sufficient. 

On November 4 th , a t a General Meeting of the Mincing Lane 
Section of the London Chamlier of Commerce, a resolution was 
passed protesting against, the action of the Por t of London 
Author i ty in imposing on the en! rep At t rade of the Port the double 
burden of both import and expor t rates. The section has repeat-
edly pointed out t o tho Por t Authori ty t h a t t o impose both 
impor t and export rates on this traffic will tend to divert t rade 
from the Por t of London. I hiring the discussion at tent ion was 
drawn to the mat te r with which tho manufacturers ' protest was 
concerned. 

On November 14th there appeared in the Press a copy of a letter 
f rom the Indian Tea Association (London) protesting against the 
heavy ra tes and against the bu rden on the en t repdt trade. They 
s ta ted their belief tha t us a consequence a large proportion of the 
dis t r ibut ing t rade would be lost to London. 

f)n Novemlter 11th the Chairman of the London Waterside 
Manufacturers ' Association, Mr. L. A. Martin, had a letter in the 
TIMES. In this he s tated t h a t tho Association were qui te 
prepared to pay towards tho upkeep of the Port by rates on 
goods, but protested t h a t they were excessive. Ho s ta ted t h a t 
ordinary merchandise could lie diverted to o ther ports, and t h a t 
shipping companies could take their vessels elsewhere, but 
London manufac turers would l>e unable to move their works to 
escape the dues. 

In the same issue of tho TIMES there was a letter from Charles 
Charleton, Chairman of the Railway and Dock Kates and Charges 
Cornmittoo of the London Chamber of Commerce, and represent-
ing the Conference of London Trading Mercantile Associations and 
Exchanges. He also s tated t h a t the bodies ho represented 
favoured the principle of levying rates on goods for the upkeep 
of the Port, lull protested strongly against the Authori ty using 
the full extent of their revenue powers granted by Parl iament. 
He said in conclusion : " I m a y add t h a t I am personally of 
opinion tha t the collection of a more moderate revenue would not 
have aroused the antagonism of the t raders , and would have 
sufficed for the needs of t h e P o r t . " 

An examinat ion of the Schedule of Port Hates issued by the 
I'ort of London Author i ty reveals the fact t h a t Protect ion has 
been insti tuted on a municipal scale. Goods are scheduled under 
no less t h a n 904 headings, for each of which sjiecial rates are 
quoted, two rates for foreign t rade, inward and outward ; und 
two for coastwise t r ade , inward and outward . We find t h a t 
leather f rom abroad, rough tanned, but not curried is ra ted a t 
Is. 4d. per ton, but curried and finished the ra te is 3s. 4d. jier ton, 
while hides are rated it dry Sd. per ton. wet 4d. per ton. For all 
goods the foreign export rates are less than half the impor t ra tes , 
while Coastwise t rade is ra ted a t half tho foreign rates. 

This principle of Protection runs right through the schedule. 
Thus we find iron ore and pig iron f rom abroad at 2£d. per ton, 
while iron and steel are ra ted under seven classes, the rates in-
creasing as the articles are more highly finished; for example, 
rough iron castings are rated a t 4d. per ton, finished a t 7d. per 
ton, tubes, pipes and fittings, iron tyres, wire goods, at 7d. per 
ton , and bedsteads, screws, safes, saws, spades, tools, winches, 
t ype and lifting jacks at Is. 4d. per ton. I ronmongery not other-
wise ra ted is at Is. 4d. per ton. Copper is ra ted a t Is. 4d. per 
ton, copper manufac tures a t 2s. Od. 

l iven if it were g ran ted t h a t a tax on t rade is necessary, which 
we do not grant , one would th ink tha t the ra tes should have been 
levied according to some general and impart ial principle. 

The disadvantages of the protective na ture of the rates are 
becoming apparent . In the first place during the enquiry held 
by Lord St. Aldwvn in respect of the schedule, in February and 
March, this year , the report of which was published on April 18th. 
no less t h a n 210 different commercial, manufactur ing, t rading 
and carrying associations and chambers of commerce protested 
against the rates levied on the gocxls with which they were res-
pectively concerned. These included, the Aberdeen, Bradford, 
Cardiff, Glasgow. Goole, Gravesend, Hull. Kirkcaldy, Leeds, 
London (Hi sections), Newcastle and Gateshead, Sunderland, 
and West Ham Chandlers of Commerce and the big London 
Railways and Shipping Companies. This is exact ly what would 
happen if Protection were re-established in this c o u n t r y : every 
interest would fight, for rates t o suit its own part icular purposes, 
the most powerful would win, and it would be a case of the devil 
take the hindmost . 

Lord St. Aldwyn s ta tes in his report tha t " the sole interest 
of the' Port of London Author i ty is to mainta in and increase the 
t rade of the Por t ." The best comment on this s ta tement is a 
roforehoo to tho schedule of ra tes and to the protests of the 
manufac tur ing and trading interests. 

In tho first annual report jus t published the to ta l capital 
expendi ture is shown at £23,028,165 6s. 4d„ and t h e interest 
paid on stocks a t £839,613. Tha t is, a year ly payment of 
over £800 000 is to lie made for the upkeep of the Port 
apar t f rom the ordinary working expenses. The consumers and 
t r ide rs in London will have to pay this, through increased rates, 
but those who have reaped and will continue to reap the benefit 
are the landowners in London and district . The more the docks 
are improved and the better they are worked, the higher will be 
the value of land. This interest on capital expendi ture cannot 
justly lie levied on the consumers and t raders ; for i t represents 
interest on tho amoun t which has been added to the land value 
of the area affected. The fair method of raising this amount 
would lie a ra te on land values. S . J .P . 

HERE AND THERE. 

According to an official report 02.000 acres have been obtained 
by the English and Welsh County Councils for Small Holdings. * * * 

" Tlie Uni ted Committee for the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values is 
scattering a lot of rascally leaflets broadcast over the count ry . "— 
Mr. Pre tyman, a t Aberdeen, November 11th. 

* » * 

Speaking in the House of Commons on November 21st, Mr. 
,1. A. Pease said t h a t the Government proposed in the Finance 
Bill in next Par l iament to afford discussion over the whole range 
of our taxat ion system. 

* * * 

The constituencies are being Hooded with mendacious litera-
ture by the United Commit tee for the Taxat ion of Land Values, 
whose funds are mainly derived f rom foreign sources, and it is of 
the first importance t h a t this mischievous propaganda should be 
effectively answered.—Mr. P re tyman , in the TIMES, November 
23rd. 

« * * 

Westminster City Council has had to take action with reference 
to wha t is believed to be the smallest shop in its district . The 
tenan t has been obstruct ing the public way of St. Martin s Court 
by placing goods on wooden t rays on trestles outside his f rui t 
shop. The tenan t said he took the shop—which is only 18in. 
deep a t one end and 24 in. deep at the o ther—at a heavy rental . 
and he is compelled to use the wooden t r ays to pay his way. * * * 

" If landlords were compelled to suffer much longer owing to 
the inquisition on them bv the Radica l Government of extra 
taxes, the t ime might arise when they would have to fight for 
their rights, and ho would not hesitate, whenever the t ime 
came, to use once more the sword presented to Sir J o h n Owen, 
an ancestor of his. for risking his life for principles."—Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore, M.P., a t Por tmadoc , October 26th. 

« * * 
THE PEOPLE'S BUDGET.—I d o n ' t bel ieve t h e a b o v e , for it h a s 

robbed us of £200 and more subscriptions by which we were 
able to minister to our 8,000 ]xx>r people's needs. Please do 
help me in this riverside struggling parish, and enable us to help 
them, for our funds are bankrupt and we have the winter before 
us.—The Rev. Herliert Williams, The Clergy House, Tower 
Bridge, S.E.—MORMXO POST, November 2nd. 

* » * 

By instructions of the Countess of Warwick, several portions 
of the Eas ton Es ta t e at Dunmow were sold by auction on 
November 8th for building purposes. In all. twenty-eight 
lots, varying in size from eight acres to a quar ter of an acre, 
were offered, and every one was sold, the total amount realised for 
twenty acres being £3,132. The com[>etition for several of the 
best sites was very keen. One plot of two acres was purchased for 
£1.081". 

* * * 

In Belgium 72 i>cr cent, of the total holdings are cul t ivated by 
tenants und only 28 per cent, by owners (598.306 and 231.319 
respectively). Or if instead of taking the number of holdings 
wo take the area of land, then wo find that two-thirds of the 
eul t ivatablc land is cultivated by tenants and one-third by 
owners (3,961.287 and 1.730,722 acres respectively).—'NOTES 
OF ALLOTMENTS AND SMALL H O L D I N G S ASSOCIATION 
November 21st. 
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We see f rom tlie Liberal Song Sheet issued by the Liberal 
Publication D e p a r t m e n t t h a t t hey still exclude the L a n d Song 
from their list used a t election meetings. Eas t London people 
present a t Mr. Lloyd George's Mile E n d Meeting did not approve 
of this omission. They called for the Land Song, and 
shouted the chorus with splendid enthus iasm and effect, We 
ho]>e the L a n d Song will p lay a greater p a r t in this campaign 
than it did a year ago. , 

• * * 

The Austra l ian Mortgage L a n d a n d Finance Co. Ltd . . held 
its annual meet ing in London on November 10th. The Chai rman. 
Mr F. A. W h i t e in submi t t ing the repor t , entered into a long 
criticism of t he Austral ian L a n d Tax. When he was not abusing 
the L ibou r Government , he was dwelling on the prosperi ty of the 
Company. " W e are t o - d a y - o r shall be. we hope in a few 
days—in a position t o invest our capital not only in Australia, 
but in any o ther pa r t of the wor ld ." 

# * * 

" For a long t ime there ha s been a consistent effort on the 
part of the Unionis ts to keep the N a v y outside the range of 
party politics."—MORNING POST, November 23rd. Yes. can 
there possibly be a living i n h a b i t a n t of the British Isles who 
remembers t he D r e a d n o u g h t agi ta t ion dur ing the far-off 
spring of 1900, or who can cast his or her memory back to 
the still more remote age when Bla tchford , DAILY MAIL, Lord 
Charles Beresford and o ther good " Radicals " got up such a 
frightful N a v y scare, in t h a t far d i s t an t t ime—December , 1909, 
and J a n u a r y , 1010 ? 

* * * 

Mr. E. G. P r e t y m a n . M.P. , was t he principal speaker a t a 
public meet ing held on November 18th, in t he Dome, Brighton, 
under the auspices of t he L a n d Union. Mr. P r e t y m a n said t h a t 
it was a compl iment to the L a n d Union t h a t a t Not t ingham 
on the previous day its policy had been practically adopted. I t 
was the object of the Governmen t to p u t the biggest bu rden of 
taxation on t he land. (A Voice : " Quite r igh t . " ) Mr. P re ty -
man was f requent ly in te r rup ted and , according to t he TIMES 
report, one member of the audience had to be ejected. This is 
satisfactory for Brighton. ^ ^ 

A remarkab le case concerning a home employment advertise- j 
ment was repor ted in t he Press on November 20th. A man 
and his wife were charged a t Bow Street with being concerned 
together in stealing 83 postal orders, for 2s. 6d. each, by means 
of a trick. According to t he police evidence the m a n , on arrest , 
made a s t a t e m e n t to t he effect t h a t on November 18th he 
inserted an adver t i sement (offering home employment ) t o which 
he received roughly 10,000 replies. Af ter receiving the replies 
he forwarded a m e m o r a n d u m to the senders invi t ing them to 
send him 2s 6d. He said lie inserted t he adver t i sement because 
he was o u t of work. I t mean t ei ther t h a t or the workhouse. 
He had no employmen t to give, t he whole th ing being a swindle. 

« * * 

Messrs. Osborn and Mercer ask us to announce t h a t the Isle 
of Lewis, the principal island of the Outer Hebrides, is to he 
sold, bv order of Major Matheson. In extent about 500,0(10 
acres, t he island provides sport with deer, grouse, woodcock, 
and Rnipc. and it has three salmon rivers. The principal mansion, 
known as " Lewis Castle," s tanding in 600 acres of grounds 
overlooks Stornowav. It was visited by King E d w a r d and 
Queen Alexandra in 1902. when their Majesties planted trees in 
the grounds. I t has also been visited by King George and the 
late Duke of Edinburgh on one occasion spent a week there. 
The populat ion of the island is about 28,000, of which Stornoway 
has 4.000. t he ma jo r i ty of the remainder being crofters .— IIMES, 
November 18th. 

* « * 

Catherine of Braganza , wife of Charles II . , was not a very 
happy Ouccn. Nevertheless wc owe her a deb t of g ra t i t ude in 
that i t was practically owing to her t h a t England lirst obtained a 
foothold in British India. The marriage was fostered by the 
Portuguese in every way. one way being the very handsome 
marr iage por t ion assigned to the f u t u t e Queen of England. 
Par t of t h a t dowry was t he " I s l a n d of Bombay in the East 
Indies." As ear ly"as 1532 the Por tuguese had cap tured tha t 
island, and in 1661. on the marr iage of Charles I I . anil Cathar ine, 
it was ceded to England. The Portuguese did not realise the 
value of t he gif t , nor did Charles, who in 1668 granted the newly 
acquired terr i tory to the East India Company for an annual 
p a y m e n t o f £ 1 0 P R O P E R T Y M USKET R E V I E W , N o v e m b e r 1 2 t h . 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INTERESTS. 

Glasgow University Recreation Ground : £500 an Acrc. 
Owing to increased labora tory accommodat ion encroaching 

on the present recreation ground, the Univers i ty of Glasgow-
has acquired 15 acres of land at Anniesland f rom the t rus ees 
of the Kelvinside Es ta te , at £500 an acre. This land would be 
r a t ed nt about £2 per acre. 

Hi fh Price for Smell Holdings. 
The Small Holdings Commit tee of the Holland (Lines.) 

County Council have decided to purchase a f a rm near ( owbit in 
the occupation of Mr. Cook, a n d comprising 152 acres nt to! 
per acre. The commit tee have , in addi t ion, purchased a farm 
in the Moulton distr ict , occupied by Mr. J o h n Manby, of an area 
of a b o u t 9-2 a c r e s — M A R K LANE EXPRESS, N o v e m b e r 14th. 

A Valuable Site. 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e PROPERTY MARKET REVIEW fo r O c t o b e r 2 9 t h . 

a new opera house in Kingsway will be erected by Mr. O. H a m -
merstein. who lias offered a rent of £4.875 a year for a lease for 
99 years of a site in Kingsway between Sardinia St ree t and 
Por tugal Street . The site in question has an area of a b o u t 
24 350 square feet with f rontages to Kingsway, Sardinia S t ree t . 
Sheffield Street , and Por tuga l St ree t respectively, l h i s ground 
ren t is at tho ra te of £8.723 per acre. 

A Public Valuation and a Withdrawal. 
The TIMES of November 5th said t h a t despite a very large 

a t t endance nt their auction of Essex land, Messrs. Kcmsley 
were unable to do business with the more impor t an t lots. I heso 
were s i tua ted a t E a s t Ti lbury, near Low Stree t Stat ion, with 
good f rontnces t o the Thames and public roads, and had a tota l 
area of 885 acres. For St. Here ' s , a freehold farm of 4 , 3 acres, 
the final offer was £11.600. and for Gobions, a farm of 398 acres, 
£9.800. These offers were at the ra te of £24 10s. per acre. 

Lord Manvers's Estates. 
Two of Lord Manvers 's I.iiicolnshiie es ta tes were offered by 

auct ion nt Lincoln yesterday. T h e New-ball estate, including 
the manor house and other farms, of a to ta l acreage of 1,088. 
passed in one lot n t £17.000. Six of the ten lots in to which i t was 
then divided realized £15.020. the Manor l a rm and 352 acres 
making £7.450. and Grange F a r m . 257 acres. £4.0/5. 1 he 
New-ball Wood Fnrm. 132 acres, made £2,050 ; and t h e ^ n g t o n 
E s t a t e F a r m . 893 acres, was sold in one lot a t £ lo ,9W. i n e 
Woodlands failed to sell.—TIMES. Nov. 5 th . 

Miners' Wages Reduccd. 
The N o r t h u m b e r l a n d Coalowners met a t Newcast le on Sa tu rday 

under the presidency of Mr. R . O. Lamb . Representa t ives of 
the colliery mechanics ' , deput ies ' , enginemen s and firemen s 
associations a t t ended . The question of wages was discussed, 
and it was proposed by the owners t ha t there should be a reduc-
tion equal to 1|<1. per day in nil classes, except ing the firemen, 
who were to suffer a reduction of 2 per cent. 'I lie men s delegates 
agreed though, so far as the enginemen were concerned, the 
decision will be submi t ted to the association for confi rmat ion.— 
M O R N I N G P O S T , O c t o b e r 3 1 s t . 

L.C.C. and the Government. 
The Improvemen t s Commit tee of the London County Council 

repor ted tha t thev have been in communicat ion with his Majes ty s 
Commissioners of Works as to a site in Kingsway which the 
Government dcsiie to acqui ie for the purpose of erecting offices 
for the Publ ic Trustee. I t is s ta ted t ha t the site suggested 
has an area of about 10,750 square feet nnd f rontages to Kingsway, 
Sardinia Street , and Lincoln 's Inn Fields respectively, bu t 
the site available for the erection of buildings will have an area 
of abou t 8 COO squa ie feet. The Government ask t ha t the land 
be conveyed subjec t to a perpetual r en t charge of £2,0f)(l a 
y e a r . PROPERTY MARKET REVIEW. O c t o b e r 2 9 t h . 

The Risks of Small Holders. 
\ n exper ienced farmer nnd owner of agricultural land, s h a k -

ing to me about the prospects of small holders who arc taking 
land up as fast as it is ob ta ined for them bv public au thor i ty in 
the North, savs he sympathises with the t enan t s who are taking 
upon their shoulders responsibilities which may easily become 
irksome to them af te r a while. Ren t s of 32h. (kl an acre a n d 



183 D e c e m b e r , 1910. 

" all t ha t cornea against the holding " will be a heavy drain upon 
their resources, unless they are men with capital . A bad season 
or a few losses would bring the men to bank rup t cy . Since the 
first fluttering* and scramble for al lotments subsided, the eager-
ness to t ake u p land has suhuded.—MARK LANE EXPRESS, 
November 14th. 

Landowner on Land Values. 
He hapj iencd to be among those who were selling land at 

present . l i e always thought it vory much be t te r if possible 
for a landowner who h a d land which he was unab le to look a f te r 
himself, or unable to visit as much as he would like, to sell it, 
and t ha t was one reason why ho though t it be t t e r to par t with 
out lying estates. Mo did not agree with Ixird Harrington when 
ho said that the ( iovernment ' s land policy h a d made the value 
of agricultural land j u m p up. T h e value of such land had b?«n 
growing gradual ly in years pas t because prices were be t t e r 
a n d farmers h a d a d a p t e d themselves more to the new require-
ments . I t was owing to these th ings tha t land had increased in 
value, a n d not owing to the policy of the Government .—Lord 
Manvers a t Collingham Show. 

Another Valuable Site. 
London ' s next new thea t re is to lie buil t by .Mr. H . 15. Irving 

and it will bo called t he Irving Theatre . Appropria te ly enough, 
it will s tand within a b o u t a hundred yards of the s ta tue of Sir 
Henry Irving, which is to lie placed at tho side of the National 
Po r t r a i t Gallery. The now playhouse will have its main en t rance 
in Charing Cross Road , and will face W y n d h a m ' s Theat re , while 
on ei ther side are t he Alhambra a n d the Hippodrome. We 
unders t and the site will change hands for £100,000, bu t all the 
land will not be occupied by the Irving. I t is proposed to 
provide seats for two thousand people, and special a t ten t ion is to 
no paid to the stage. We believe the house will be completed in 
a b o u t fourteen months , when Mr. I rving will open it with a 
Shakespear ian play on his re tu rn from Australia.—PROPERTY 
MARKET REVIEW, O c t o b e r 2 9 t h . 

High Prices for School Sites in Glamorgan. 
A c c o r d i n g t o t h e S O U T H W A L E S D A I L Y N E W S , a t a m e e t i n g 

of t he Glamorgan Educa t ion Commit tee , held in Cardiff on 
October 25th, several members protested aga ins t the recom-
mendat ion of the Buildings Sub-Commit tee t h a t a site a t T o n n a 
l>e purchased for £,'100, condit ionally upon a s t ipula t ion t h a t the 
Council pay half the cost of an approach road being wi thdrawn. 
Alderman Hughes pointed ou t t h a t this was a t the ra te of £600 
an acre. Fur the r , the recommenda t ion t o offer £350 for 
t he freehold of a site at Duf f ryn , Rhondda , was a t tho ra te 
of £500 an acre, and to offer £500 t o Lord Je r sey for a half-acre 
site at Briton Ferry meant £1.000 an acre. He thought these 
prices were very exceptional , a n d ho would like some explanat ion. 

Mr. W. Howell observed t h a t they had been paying any th ing 
f rom £1,000 an acre at P o r t Ta lbo t , a n d other distr icts saw 
they could do the same. 

I t was agreed bv five votes to four t h a t tho ma t t e r be referred 
back, in order t o see if other sites could be obta ined, or, in t he 
al ternat ive, to apply for compulsory powers. 

The Need for Valuation and Taxation. 
On the question of " Derelict Allotments, '" a l luded to in last 

week's " Seasonable Topics " on page 509, I a m reminded of I 
an instance, an ex t raord ina ry case of wilful neglect, tha t ! 
came under m y observat ion a few weeks back. A man said 
to be a very poor man—was summoned before a bench of county 
magis t ra tes for non-payment of rates. S t range as it may seeni, 
he h a d been exempted f rom paying any rates for a long t ime. 
He owned, actual ly owned, an acre of land, and this he was too 
lazy to cul t ivate . Ins tead of being p u t to good use, it lay 
derelict , a weed producer and disseminator . The magis t ra tes 
m a d e an order, b u t 1 have not h e a r d whether the defendant paid 
up . or whether a distress war ran t was issued. There was 
certainly nothing to be seized upon his land, nei ther crops or ] 
s t o c k s . — " N o r t h e r n N o t e s " in MARK LANE EXPRESS. N o v e m b e r ' 
14th. 

A Farm or a Building Estate. 
An extensive area of ground, which, a l though known as a fa rm, 

f o r m s in reality an es ta te suitable for the conduct of building 
opera t ions on a large scale, is short ly to l>e sold by auction by 
Messrs. Edwin Kox, Houstield a n d Co. It is s i tua te within a 
shor t d is tance of the Hammersmi th Broadway, and has a f rontage 

of more t h a n 1,000 feet to Fu lham Palace Road , a n d another of 
nearly 400 feet to the River Thames in the rear , a n d in i ts entirely 
i t contains an area of abou t 21 acres. I t is seldom t h a t such an ex-
tensive plot of ground in a London s u b u r b comes into t he marke t . 
so t h a t the present offers an exceptional oppo r tun i t y for securing 
a site which is capable of immediate development for building 
purposes, and which, the auctioneers in t imate , will be sold a t a 
price enabling a purchaser to realise a large profit f r o m his opera-
tions. Hav ing regard to the s i tuat ion of the land , i t appears 
to be well adap ted for the erection of numerous shops and 
houses in the Fu lham Palace Road , whilst the f ron tage to the 
Thames might be made available for the purposes of wharves and 
factories, and the central portions of the es ta te would be suitable 
for the erection of medium-sized villas. The p rope r ty is of 
freehold tenure, and it is est imated t ha t by a judicious scheme 
of development a building f rontage of between 8,000 and 9,000 
feet might lie made available.—STATIST, November 12th. 

" After Criminal Business." 
T h o YORKSHIRE POST of O c t o b e r 31s t t o l d t h e following 

s t o r y : — 
On the conclusion of the criminal business, a t the Hull 

Quar ter Sessions, on Sa tu rday , the Recorder , Mr. Haro ld Thomas, 
heard an appeal by Mr. T. R. Kerens, M P., against t h e poor rate 
for the parish of Sculcoates, made in April last, against his house 
on Holderness Road, which had been assessed a t £300 gross, 
and £265 rateable. 

Mr. Kerens had objected to these figures before t h e Assessment 
Commit tee , hut tho Commit tee refused to make a n y reduction. 

Mr. KonHtam, for the appellant , said t ha t Mr. T. R . Kerens, 
M P., h a d recently purchased Holderness House, in respect of 
which, under the occupation of Mrs. Ja l l and , the gross value was 
fixed at £125, a n d the rateable value £110. The house was a 
port ion of the Ja l l and Hall estate, purchased for the Hul l Garden 
Village Company. 

Mr. Wal ter St ickney, land agent , agreed tha t the assessment 
for the Holderness House h a d not been al tered for 35 years. 
Tho land was worth £13,000, the price Mr. Kerens paid for it , 
or £1,200 per acre. 

Mr. Percy Run ton said t ha t over £2,700 had been spent by 
Mr. Kerens on alterations. Before t h e y were made he did not 
th ink a t e n a n t would be found to pay £100 a year. 

Sir W. Alfred Gelder, M.P., p u t "the value of Holderness 
I House a t £200 gross a n d £160 net . 

Mr. Jeeves, for the respondents, submi t t ed t h a t the house 
was thoroughly modernised, and admirably a d a p t e d for the 
purpose of a residence for Mr. Kerens. I t could be let for £300. 

Mr. Douglas Boyd, super in tendent assis tant overseer, said 
ho could give the name of a subs tant ia l Hull gent leman who 
would give more than £300 a year for the proper ty . 

Colonel W. H. Wells ted thought t he house would le t a t £300. 
In his opinion, abou t £2,500 h a d been spent on pe rmanen t 
improvements . 

After hearing Mr. K. S. Brodrick, archi tect , and Mr. L. Hebble-
waith, land agent , the Recorder allowed the appeal with costs, 
fixing the gross value a t £250, and the net value a t £200. 
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LORD WINCHILSEA AND THE LABOURER. 

The following verses appeared, unsigned, in the CARLISLE 
JOURNAL in the early 'nineties. They are quite in the manner 
of the late Sir Wilfrid Lawson:— 

" Will you walk into my Union ? " 
Said the Nobleman to Hodge. 

" I t ' s the grandest kind of Union 
Where anyone can lodge. 

Will you, will you, will you, will you. 
Won't you, dearest Hodge ? " 

" Will you walk into my Union ?— 
You'll find good comrades there : 

There's Chaplin and Jim Lowther 
And Lord Herries in the chair. 

Then you'll walk into our Union," 
Said the noble-looking fly, 

" I t ' s the choicest kind of Union 
That ever you did spy. 

Will you, will you, will you, will you, 
Won't you have a try ? 

" We landlords and we starving peers 
Are very much afraid, 

That if things continue as they are 
Our rents will not be paid. 

And so the British peasant 
We are taking by the hand. 

Each honest hind and labourer 
Will rally round the land. 

" You know that things are far too cheap, 
As wise men oft have said ; 

I don' t mean only beasts and sheep. 
But I also speak of bread. 

I 'm sure, to make it dearer 
You must be all intent, 

If you'll pay higher price for bread 
Then we'll get higher rent. 

" The landlord and the farmer 
And the tenant, all the three 

United in a threefold cord. 
How happy we shall be ! 

To raise the price of everything 
Shall be our steadfast bent— 

To raise the price of everything— 
But specially of rent. 

" We'll circumvent swine fever. 
And we'll ticket foreign meat. 

With which the swindling butchers 
So often try to chea t ; 

Then by low ering rates and taxes, 
But by always raising r en t : 

So you'll walk into our Union— 
Now you see what 's our intent. 

" We nobles and we landlords, 
O how we love you all! 

United we shall firmly stand. 
Divided we shall fall. 

Our feelings have for many a year 
Within our breasts been pent. 

But now you know them, brothers dear. 
So help us with our rent. 

" Old England in the future 
Shall stand against each foe, 

If only bread shall still be high 
And wages still be low. 

Let even,- farmer's purse be drained 
And labourer's strength be spent— 

The object of our Union's gain'd 
If we only keep up rent. 

" Then you'll walk into our Union 
Now you understand what 's meant : 

For none can make the least mistake— 
It'8 nothing else than rents" 

QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT. 
LAND VALUERS' METHODS. 

On November 21st :— 
The Marquis of TULUBARDLNK asked the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer whether valuators under the Finance Act on receiving 
an appointment as such undertook not only to keep secret from 
the public the result of their valuations, but also not to divulge 
the terms of their engagement or methods of valuation. 

T h e C H A N C E L L O R of t h e E X C H E Q U E R : O n a p p o i n t m e n t b y 
the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, valuers undertake not to 
disclose information obtained by them, except to the Inland 
Revenue or for the purposes of the Finance Act. 

The Marquis of TIJLLIBARDINB : Would a valuer get into 
trouble if he told the public the terms of his engagement and the 
methods by which he has to value ? 

T h e CHANCELLOR of t h e EXCHEQUER : T h e s e v a l u e r s a r e 
treated exactly in the same way as other officers of Inland 
Revenue, and they are subject to the same regulations us other 
officials of the department. 

SUMS l 'AID TO IRISH LANDLORDS. 

Mr. KENNEDY asked the Chief Secretary if ho would state the 
amounts paid to vendors of Irish land under the Irish Land 
Purchase Acts to the most recent available date. 

Mr. BIRREI.L : The Estates Commissioners inform me that up 
to the 12th instant £62,043,177 ha.s ljeen advanced to vendors 
under the Irish Land Purchase Acts, 1870 to 1909. The amounts 
of advances in the financial years ending March 31st, 1907. 1908, 
1909, and 1910 were respectively £5.747.644. £4,954.281, 
£6,430,469, and £6,920,006. In accordance with the regulations 
issued under the Irish Land Act, 1909, vendors were allowed up 
to April 1, 1910, to choose whether they would accept payment 
partly or wholly in stock. No advances in stock, therefore, 
were made during the year ending March 31st, 1910. Since that 
date the Commissioners have advanced £1.433.184 in cash, 
£403,369 partly in cash and partly in 2J per cent, stock. £105,884 
in 21 per cent, stock, and £70,363 in 3 per cent, stock. 

POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DISCUSSION. 

M R . A S Q U I T H O N T H E G O V E R N M E N T ' S P O L I C Y . 

Speaking a t the National Liberal Club on November 19th, 
Mr. Asquith said :— 

I thank you with all my heart for the more than cordial 
greeting which you have given to the toast so kindly proposed 
by my friend Captain Hemphill. We meet here on the eve of a 
General Election (cheers), and my first question is. Why is Parlia-
ment about to be dissolved ? The conduct of the Government 
in advising a Dissolution was denounced yesterday in the House 
of Commons by Mr. Balfour as a breach of all Constitutional 
precedent. (Laughter.) I agree that it is not easy to find a 
case in which a British Government, enjoying the confidence on all 
questions of general policy of a large majority of the House of 
Commons, that House having not yet completed the first year 
of its Parliamentary existence, has felt itself obliged to advise 
a Dissolution. 

J U S T I F I C A T I O N FOR N E W P R E C E D E N T S . 

But new circumstances demand new precedents (cheers), 
and the circumstances here are without example in our Con-
stitutional history. What are the circumstances ? No House 
of Commons ever more clearly represented the emphatically 
declared will of the jieople than that which was returned in 
January, 1906. Yet in almost every at tempt which it made 
to give effect to the wishes of those who elected it, it was systematic-
ally thwarted, baffled, defeated by the House of Lords—the 
liodv which, then, at any rate—I am not sure it is the case now 
(cheers)—claimed a gift" of divining the people's will, and the 
right of compulsory reference over the heads of the people's 
representatives. The climax was reached when for the first 
time the whole finance of the year, on which the Commons 
had spent six months of care and toil, was summarily rejectee!. 
In the new House of Commons which was electee! in January 
of this vear there was from the first an assured majority of over 
100 in favour of limiting the Veto of the Lords. It was by such a 
majority that the Government resolutions were carrieel last 
April. "The lamenteel death of the King on the eve of battle 
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was the signal for a temporary truce, and from J u n e to November 
the best efforts of the Conference, of which I was a member, were 
directed to arriving if possible at an agreed settlement. Those 
efforts were unavailing, and we are back where we were in April— 
with this difference—that we must now put aside the method 
of compromise (loud cheers and a voice, " No compromise," 
followed by further cheers) as a thing which has been tried 
and has failed. Negotiations are over and war is declared. 
(Cheers.) . . . 

T H K L I B E R A L G R I E V A N C E S . 

I come now to my second question. What are we fighting 
for ? Whatever may have been t he case a year ago, the grievances 
of the party of progress are no longer denied. (Cheers.) It 
is now admitted t ha t under existing conditions Liberal legis-
lation does not get a fair chance. It is admitted tha t the 
popular will, though clearly and decisively expressed at the polls, 
may be frustrated or delayed by a body which has no representa-
tive authority. It is admitted tacitly (cheers), if not expressly, 
tha t it is only when the Liberal l 'arty is in power tha t the House 
of Lords claims or exercises its supposed right to compel a 
Dissolution. We have, you see, made some progress in this 
controversy after all. (Cheers.) This state of things, with its 
unevenness, its injustice, its deliberate and mischievous dis-
tortion of tho first principles of democracy—this state of things 
we are determined to bring to an end-—once and for all. (Loud 
cheers.) 

When then I am asked what we are lighting for, I answer, 
for two things ; fair play for progressive legislation, and the 
establishment in all its fulness of representative government. 
We are told. I know, tha t the plans which we havo put forward 
and tho present House of Commons has approved would substitute 
for tho evils of the present system a greater evil still—the 
unchecked domination of a Single-Chamber. (Laughter.) 
I t is this prospect which Mils Lord Rosebcrv with repugnance 
and even with terror. (Laughter.) To his imagination it 
would mark the transition from freedom to slavery. (Laughter.) 
But surely Lord liosebery, and those who share his apprehensions, 
must be aware tha t during a large part of their political exis-
tence—probably the larger part—they have been living under 
this very yoke of the Single-Chamber tyranny. (Cheers.) 
They have only to go back to the years between 15)00 and 1905 
to witness the spectacle of a House of Commons passing measures 
which had never been submitted to the electorate and which 
at the first opportunity tha t same electorate repudiated with 
unexampled emphasis (cheers), and passing these measures 
into law without check, delay, or even remonstrance from 
the Second Chamlier—whose supreme duty is by some persons 
supposed to be to safeguard the people from the domination of 
their elected representatives. (Laughter.) 

NOT A S I N G L E - C H A M B E R S Y S T E M . 

But we are not proposing to set up a Single-Chamber system. 
We are proposing such a change in the relations between the 
two Chambers as will confine the Second Chamber to those 
subordinate functions (cheers) which are admittedly appropriate 
to sueli a body (laughter), and will secure the fair and even working 
of the two Chambers whichever par ty is for the time being in 
power. (Cheers.) Tho principle upon which we take our stand is 
simply this—that in a democratic country the chosen representa-
tives of the people ought to have the controlling voice, not 
only in policy, but in the shaping of the laws. (Cheers.) We 
have carefully guarded against possible abuses. (Hear, hear.) 
By shortening the duration of Parliament we bring automatically 
to an end any House of Commons as to which there is any 
presumption that it may have outstayed or outlived its repre-
sentative authority. Where the two Houses differ we provide 
for such opportunities of conference and such an interposition 
of delay as would effectually frustrate any a t tempt by n scratch 
majori ty to rush unpopular legislation out of touch with public 
opinion. We except from the new arrangement legislation 
which is introduced in the later years of a Parliament until the 
electorate have had an opportunity of pronouncing upon it. 
I t is subject , to all these safeguards, which prevent any House 
of Commons that might be so minded from stealing a march on 
the people, and secure to the Second Chamber large powers of 
delay and opportunities for amendment and revision—it is 
subject to these safeguards that we ask that in future the will of 
the people as expressed by their representatives in the House 
of Commons shall within the lifetime of a single Parliament 
be effectively supreme. (Cheers.) There is nothing revolu-
tionary in these proposals. On t he contrary, they proceed strictly 
on the lines which our constitutional development has hitherto 

followed, and secure to the people through and in the House 
of Commons the same supreme authority over the making of the 
laws which they have alrexdy, step by step and stage by stage, 
acquired in the appointment of the Executive and the control 
of finance. (Cheers.) 

W H A T T H E F I G H T IS AGAINST. 

I proceed now to my third and last question-—What are we 
fighting against t This is a much more difficult question to 
answer. (Cheers.) A year ago the House of Lords was depicted 
on Tory platforms as the Ark of the Constitutional Covenant, 
the cheap defence, nay, the last refuge, of our popular liberties. 
(Laughter.) I t had just, by a supreme display of patriotic 
courage, rejected, root and branch, the most iniquitous and 
unpopular liudget of modern times ; and with these blushing 
honours thick upon it (laughter) it made a confident appeal to 
the grati tude and admiration of the country. Ah, gentlemen, 
what a change eleven months, eleven short months, have 
wrought ! (Cheers.) This ancient and picturesque structure 
(laughter) has been condemned by its own inmates as unsafe. 
(Cheers.) The parricidal pickaxes are already at work (laughter 
and cheers), and Constitutional jerry-builders (laughter) are 
hurrying from every quarter with new plans. (Laughter.) 
Dr. Johnson once said of a celebrated criminal (laughter), who 
after his condemnation showed literary activity (laughter), 
" Depend upon it, Sir, when a man is going to be hanged in a 
fortnight it concentrates his mind wonderfully." (Cheers.) 
The activity recently displayed by the House of Lords in pro-
viding itself with a successor (laughter) is surely a miracle of 
this kind of concentration. In a single sitting, not, 1 believe, 
unduly prolonged (laughter), the venerable institution which has 
withstood the storm and stress of ages was transformed—in 
principle, of course; some of the details are still withheld 
(laughter)—into a brand-new modern Senate. There has been 
nothing like it since the memorable night of August 4tji, 1789. 
The motive for this feverish exhibition of destructive and con-
structive ardour is not far to seek. The Tory Par ty were 
determined at all hazards not to face another General Election 
with the incubus of the House of Lords on their back. There 
must be something to put in its place—something, it did not 
matter for the moment very much what (laughter and cheers)— 
but something tha t could be called a Second Chamber with a 
coat, however thin, of democratic varnish. 

I .ORD R O S E B E R Y ' S R E S O L U T I O N S . 

And this is how it comes about tha t the country is suddenly 
faced with an alternative policy to ours in Lord Rosebery's 
Resolutions. This, remember, is the scheme, and the only 
scheme, which has been approved with practical unanimity 
by the House of Lords itself. And what is this new Second 
Chamber which is presented to the country as the real solution 
of our Constitutional difficulties ? It is a nebulous body, 
of uncertain size, composed in undefined proportions of hereditary 
peers, of official and qualified peers, and of peers " chosen "— 
not necessarily elected (laughter)—but "chosen"—chosen by 
somebody, somewhere, somehow. I said a moment ago that 
some of the details are lacking, and the authors of this ingenuous 
proposal seem to think it unreasonable that at this stage they 
should lie called on for fuller particulars. They apparently 
expect the country to vote for what is to all intents and purposes 
a ghost. (Laughter.) But it is on these very particulars that 
the merits or demerits of the scheme depend. According 
as they are filled in one way or the other, your new Second 
Chamber may lie better than, or as bad as, or even worse than 
the existing House of Lords. (Cheers.) In the meantime, 
it is no answer to our demand for an immediate and effectual 
removal of the obstacle that blocks the road of progress to say 
that , in course of time, it may be found possible to evolve a 
Second Chamber le t te r fitted than the present House of Lords 
to exercise the true functions of such a lxxly. I have always 
hoped and thought that it would. But 1 have got to deal— 
you have got to deal—the country lias got to deal—with things 
here and now. We need an instrument that can be set to work 
at oiicc, which will get rid of deadlocks and give us the fair and 
even chance in legislation to which we are entitled, and which is 
all that we demand. The plan of the Government will do so. 
and it is the only plan before the country which even pretends to 
meet the urgent necessities of the case. 

A M E A N S TO G R E A T E R E N D S . 

To us as a party, Constitutional changes are but the means 
to further and greater ends. We have tiefore us great ideals in 
the social and economic sphere—ideals toward the realisation 
of which we have made some progress during the last five years. 
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niainlv because of the financial omnipotence of the Lower House 
I cheers); hut we find ourselves hampered at every stage on the 
road b y ' t h e over-riding powers of a Chamber overwhelmingly 
Torv in composition and the natural champion of threatened 
interests and privileges. (Cheers.) These great causes of which 
we are trustees cannot afford to go on waiting. I t is for their 
«ike that we are bringing the mat ter to an issue. We ask 
gentlemen for vour confidence (cheers), and for tha t of the party 
outside. We have passed through a troubled year, in which 
we have had to encounter difficulties and perils, exceptional 
in number and det ree and some of them not only wholly unforseen 
but unforeseeable. We believe tha t , nevertheless, the party 
is stronger now both inside the House of Commons and in the 
country than it was eleven months ago. Give us your confidence 
,.nce more, and with united forces and disciplined energy we 
shall make the longest step that has been taken in tho lifetime 
of any of us for the real enfranchisement of the people. (Loud 
cheers.) 

M R . B A L F O U R ' S L A N D P O L I C Y . 

Speaking a t the annual meeting of the National Union of 
Conservatives and Constitutional Associations at Nottingham 
011 November 17th, Mr. Balfour sa id :— 

Now the difficulty of a speaker on this annual occasion is that 
he is expected to survey the whole field of party politics, and 
it is absolutely impossible to do that in any detail. 1 must ask 
this large audience, representative as they are of every par t ot 
England, to take what I say to-night in connection with other 
siioeches which 1 have made quite recently, developing what 
at all events my friends and I conceive to tie the true policy of 
the Unionist Par ty . I must, therefore, be forgiven, and 1 know 
YOU will forgive me, if 1 pass with only a reference on such 
immense questions as the Osborne judgment and land policy. 
I have dealt with these questions in recent utterances a t con-
sidernble length, and 1 will not repeat what I have a ready said, 
except, perhaps, to emphasise that , so far as our land policy 
is concerned, we, as a par ty, desire to see the number of freehold 
owners largelv, as it is now, in spite of what our opponents say. 
increased. (Cheers.) We desire to see smal occupations, 
where small occupations are economically possible, and when 
there are small occupations we desire to see them not occupations 
at the will of a county council or of a Government Department , 
or of what is better for the tenant than either county council or 
Government Department—namely, the landlord—we desire to 
see them freehold ownerships. (Cheers.) We desire fur ther in 
the case of those occupiers of land who already have ability, 
experience, and knowledge of what small occupations mean we 
desire to see whether suitable arrangements can be made for the 
sitting tenant to become the owner when, as may well often be 
the case, tha t is in accordance with his interests his desires, and 
the general equitv and justice of the situation. (Cheers.) . 

Well there are two questions which I must mention—otherwise 
f know' that I shall be reproached for having left them alone— 
but which, with all 1 have got to say to you, it is quite impossible 
I should dwell on. I mean the way the party should deal, 1 
and in so far as thev have power to deal, with the provisions of 
the Budget. There are two questions which, I believe have 
been thoroughlv threshed out a t the Conference—I could no 
be present mvself, but tha t , I understand, is the case. I would 
only sav this; tha t in our opinion it is absolutely necessary hat 
we should do what we can to remedy the gross injustice which 
has been done to the licence-holders, who have been treated 
as we have often pointed out before, as no legitimate interest 
has ever been treated before. So far as the other controversial 
branch, or one of the. other controversial trades. 1 ought to say 
is concerned, we think that the avowed policy of the Government 
should be exclusively embodied in legislation ; tha t agricultural 
land should be wholly free—agricultural land already over-
burdened. alreadv undulv taxed, should be wholly free, as they 
admit that it ought to lie, from the oppressive action of the 
new t a x e s ; tha t the serious effects which, as 1 am told, are 
being prixluced on the business of the building t rade and on all 
that is connected with the building trade should be as far as 
possible relieved ; but above all that , if you arc going to raw-
taxes from urban land, those taxes should go to the city com-
munities in Which the lands are situated, and that they should 
be used, as thev ought to be used, for the locality in which the 
lands are si tuated and not be dissipated broadcast over the 
whole area of the country with which they have no direct con-
nection whatever. (Cheers.) 

MR. LLOYD G E O R G E ON LIBERALISM. 
In an interview on " T h e Humani ty of Liberalism," which 

a p p e a r e d in t h e DAILY CHRONICLE, o n N o v e m b e r 2 4 t h . M r . L l o y d 
George said, among other things :— 

Believe me. no community is safe where Liberalism is a dead 
thing, where the unhappy mult i tudes have to choose between 
a temporising Conservatism and a heaven-promising Socialism. 
Unless Liberalism is definitely improving the lot of those who 
feel themselves unhappy and 'hindered, unless Liber lism gives 
them the sense of actual movement towards betterment, unless 
in Liberalism thev feel t ha t they have something to which, 
without the fear of being fooled and dragged nowhither, they can 
hitch the wagon of their hopes—in other words, unless Liberalism 
is an active and real force in tho national life, you can look 
for nothing in the people but impatient disgust and a most 
dangerous inclination to reliellion. 

There are foolish people w h o t r u l y and verily believe that this 
modern, earnest, and t r iumphant Liberalism is a crusade against 
wealth. How can they come to such an opinion when they 
know that our reforms depend upon the prosperity of British 
wealth, and when thev reflect t ha t Liberalism is the faith of some 
of the very richest men in the kingdom 1 In to the small hours 
of the morning employers of laliour and men of vast capital 
waited in the House of Commons during tho passing of the 
Budget and followed me into the lobby to vote for the super-tax. 
I do not think that tliero are moro devoted Liberals 111 the House 
of Commons than its very richest Members. No : Liberalism is 
not a crusade against wealth. Personally I regard with admira-
tion and grat i tude the man who, by the exercise of his ability, 
sets up a great industry, gives worthy employment to his fellow-
countrymen, and uses bis jus t profits to the advantage ot the 
whole community. Active and lienelicent wealth is a blessing 
to society. Who can doubt it ? But there is a wealth got by 
grinding the faces of the poor, a cruel and most devilish wealth 
which is wrung from the blood and tears of those 111 the ((im-
munity least able to defend themselves—the wealth of the 
sweater ! Against t ha t wealth, with all tho angels of God on our 
side, Lilieralism makes war, and will continue to make war till the 
loathsome stain of it is washed away from the records of humanity 

Consider the case of the landlord. In many cases you will 
find excellent men in possession of estates, men who may be 
said to earn their incomes, and certainly to spend them honour-
ably and well. Bu t can any man say tha t the landlords of this 
country, as a whole, have really done their du ty ?—that they 
earn their incomes ?—that they are working for the good of the 
English race ?—that their occupation of land is a success . 
Many of them keep agents to do their business, t h e y c a n n o t b e 
troubled with the mat ter , land is so little to them tha t they find 
it a bore even to study its balance-sheet. Now Liberalism warns 
this type of man. Liberalism regards land as it regards industry 
—it is something to be worked, developed, and made contri-
butory to the social welfare. Liberalism will not let men use land 
as a toy. Liberalism demands an account of such stewardship. 
You see, land is so tremendously precious to a groat and numero-m 
nation inhabiting a small island. There is no room 
Political economy, eugenics, commonsense, the simple 'nstinci 
of anv man who really thinks about the mat te r at all. tells us t ha t 
we must do everything in our power to increase our rural 
population. Instead of this ceaseless tide of em.grat.on W he 
towns, we want an ever-increasing yeomanry a vas rural popula-
tion of homesteaders. And we hold that if a landlord rega led 
his estate as a manufacturer regards his business, if he laboured 
with all his might to develop his land to the very utmost , the 
countryside would not be deserted. Liberalism stands for access 
to he land for those who will work it. Call it if you will a crusade 
against wealth, stigmatise it if you like as a mere h a ^ o f l a m b 
lordism—but is there a single dispassionate man who w ill n t say 
tha t a till d England is better than a preserved England, and tha i 
P a n t s are n.d of greater value to the State than phcasan s 
I call it patriotism—this crusade of Liberalism for a peopled 
England. Real patriotism. Sound business. 

T H E RESULT O F TOWN P I ANN INC. 
There is in Copenhagen n society corresponding to our Housing 

and Town Planning Council called The A v i a t i o n or B e a u t y 
ing Copenhagen. Mr. P. H. Elbaek has addressed the following 
argument to that Association :— . . . 

You w< rk for the U-autifying of our city making it '>™hter. 
healthier, and l et ter for us all to live in. You employ artistm 
ability, and devotion, and spend money and labour tor tnis 
object. Have you consid, red what happens every t-me you 
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carry out a new scheme ? The more lieautiful, the more 
healthy and the more pleasant you make the city, the more 
valuable becomes—not tho houses, but the land on which 
the houses are built. If an ugly square, or a mean street is 
made attractive and pretty, |ieople live there much more 
readily than before, houses and apartments find tenants more 
easily.—rent advances ! 

You ex|iend energy and money upon ideal objects, but 
the ground landlords in the end put the substantial result 
thereof in their own pockets. This preposterous arrangement 
can only l>c remedied in one way—by society taxing this 
ground value, which society as a whoie has created. This 
is the only just tax which leaves to everybody what rightfully 
belongs to them. Support your own policy nv advancing the 
Taxation of Lind Values. 

LAND VALUES IN LONDON. 
The President of the Surveyors' Institution, .Mr. Ixislie R. 

Vigers delivered the Presidential address a t the Surveyors' 
Institution on November 14th. 

Cost of Station Sites. 
In the course of his address Mr. Vigers said that the Central 

London Railway and tho tubes since built were now carrying 
148J millions of passengers yearly. The cost of station sites 
for the Central London and the other three tubes had l>een large, 
amounting to close ui«>n £2,«MM).<MH», including the Whitechapei 
and Bow Railway, and the widening of the District Railway. 
The cost of sites had varied from 7s. Ud. to £35 |>er foot super., 
and adjoining property had not been injuriously affected to any 
great extent. He estimated tha t damage according to the gross 
assessments at .108 per cent, of tho value in the case of the 
Central London Railway, .039 per cent, in that of the Baker 
Street and Waterloo Railway, and .127 per cent, in the case of 
the Great Northern, Piccadilly, and Brompton Railway. In 
nearly every instance the injury "was at station sites where the 
shafts had to pass through the upper layers of the soil before 
entering the London clay, and the estimate included damage 
to adjoining houses by the removal of those on the station sites. 

Increase of Rents. 
Rental values along the routes had not diminished judging 

from the fact tha t along that of the Baker Street and Waterloo 
line gross assessments for rating purposes had increased between 
1906 and 1901) by 8.73 per cent., along the Great Northern 
Piccadilly, and Brompton line by 17.3 per cent., and along the 
Central London lino 32 per cent, from 19(H) to 1906, and since 
by 8.7 l>er cent. The cost of the land and the compensation had 
amounted to, per mile, £75,287 for the Central London tube • 
£93,056 for the Bakerloo; £49.875 for the Charing Cross and 
Hampstead tube : and £43,199 for the Great Northern. Piccadilly, 
and Brompton tube. Motor omnibuses paid no rates for the use 
of the roads, while the tube railways, which did not use the roads 
had to contribute towards their upkeep. The four tubes just 
mentioned paid £66,954 in rates in 1909. Reform of rating 
procedure was urgently needed, and he favoured the idea of 
having a special tribunal of experts, a lawyer, a rating surveyor, 
and a man of business, to hear appeals respecting special pro-
perties. . . . 

Form IV . 
The faults of " the famous Form IV.," which had curtailed 

professional holidays, lay rather with the Act than with the 
Form. The complicated and different " values " set up by the 
Act made it difficult to draw up a set of questions which any 
property owner might answer without professional advice It 
had, he knew, been stated tha t owners need not answer those 
questions the replies to which they did not know ami could not 
ascertain without expense. It seemed to lie an example of 

Holwon a choice," as few owners would care to risk a provisional 
valuation lieing made on an entirely wrong basis owing to full 
information not having lieen placed before the official valuers 
t h e task liefore those valuers was one beside which the labours 
of Hercules paled into insignificance. Not only had thev 
m the words of the Act, to value " all land in the United King-
dom showing separately tho total value and site value respectively 
of the land and. in the caw of agricultural land, the value fo'r 
agricultural purposes: ' but the valuation must be of " each 
piece of land which is under separate occupation," and in the 
cases where the owner may think it desirable to ask for an 
appointment, " a n y part of any land . . . shall be 
separately valued." The number of different valuations thus 
required would bo so stupendous that the brain reeled in the 
endeavour to form some idea of the ground to l,e covered. 

Values I)e cember , 1«>10. 

O W N E R S H I P VERSUS TENANCY. 

Under the title " A Pilgrimage of British Farming," the 
TIMES published a series of 21 articles which dealt pretty fully 
with the condition of farming in the greater part of England, 
and in the Lowlands of Scotland. We reproduce here the 21st 
article which appeared on October 31st, in which the writer 
summarises his impressions of agriculture and land tenure in 

, this country. 
At Perthshire our pilgrimage had perforce to be determined ; 

we had set out to get a rapid survey of the arable farming of the 
country, but though many important districts yet remained 
unvisited, our own harvest now claimed attention. The early 
potato growing in Ayrshire, the intensive cultivation of Lanca-
shire and Cheshire, the mixed farming in Shropshire, the corn 
growing of the Midlands, and the market-gardening of Bedford-
shire should all have a place in a survey of even the arable farming 
of Great Britain, but must be reserved for another occasion. 

Ours had been a rapid survey, so rapid that any writing about 
it can only be justified by the fact that singly or collectively 
we possessed a considerable measure of previous acquaintance 
with most of the districts visited, which gave us some power 
of arriving at a general impression on seeing county after county 
in quick succession. 

What, |ierhaps, we had hardly been prepared for was the 
great variety presented by British farming and the diversity of 
the methods that are practised. Great Britain is not a very 
large country, and the variations of climate and soil which occur 
within its limits might lie considered trifling by men accustomed 
to continental areas, yet every few miles one finds oneself in 
a totally different country from a farming point of view. This 
means that the British farmer has learnt, partly by old tradition, 
partly by his personal skill, to adapt his me'thods very nicely 
to his particular environment, whether of soil, or of markets, 
or of climate. One sometimes felt inclined to disagree with 
the local practices, which a wider experience of other districts 
might have taught the farmer to modify with advantage ; but 
one cannot be too diffident in advancing such opinions, so great 
is the value of tradition and experience in the workaday matters 
of agriculture. This diversity of British farming has been very 
imperfectly reported : many of the systems in vogue have not 
yet reached the text-books, and are little known outside their 
own districts, though they deserve serious economic study, 
and will doubtless receive it as the agricultural colleges grow-
in strength and the members of their staff obtain more leisure 
for personal investigation, for such investigations of local systems 
might easily lead to a most instructive method of teaching of 
what we might call " Comparative Agriculture." 

But if the methods of British agriculture are very diverse, 
they seem uniformly to be meeting with a very fair measure of 
success, for one cannot but conclude tha t the industry as a 
whole is in a prosperous condition and has healthily and stably 
recovered from the great depression that lav upon it as recently 
as fifteen years ago. Our views were doubtless coloured by the 
fact that we almost inevitably saw one of the leading farmers in 
each district we visited, and did not meet with the number of 
other men who from lack of business aptitude or some initial 
handicap were still struggling desperately to make both ends 
meet. Still. we concluded that farming is prosperous and is 
yielding a fair return upon the capital embarked in it, though it 
is never likely to lead to a fortune. Of this the best external 
evidence was that we could very rarely hear of any farms to bo 
let. while in every part of the country the good farms are bes-
spoken long before they come into the market. Rents, too, are 
rising ; we heard over and over again of re-letting at an increased 
figure, especially where the farms were put up for competition. 
We even heard of one or two cases of rent being raised on a 
sitting tenant , and no landlord or agent will incur the unpopu-
larity of such an action unless he has verv solid grounds for 
supposing that it is justified. Next it was noticeable that 
nearly all the advanced nnd skilfully-adapted farming we saw 
was lieing done by tenants. Large "tenant farming has for the 
last century or more !>een the special characteristic of British 
agriculture ; under this method has lieen built up our supremacy 
in production per acre nnd in live stock, and to-day it still seems 
the most effective form of dealing with the land on a wholesale 
scale. As a system it offers many points for criticism ; it is 
often illogical, but its prime justification is that it works well 
when the landlords and tenants are such as we find thein in 
this country. In the majority of cases the tenant is entirely 
on the side of the landlord, though their interests may appeal 
to l>e contrary. We heard but rarely of any cases of injiistic. 
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or oppression, and when they did arise it was generally over 
.'•ime; as, for example, one landlord who had warned a tenant 
that he would be turned out if he did not take his fowls off the 
s t u b b l e s . In the south and east of England the game sometimes ; 
•ire allowed to interfere seriously with the farming. 

We found little desire on the part of the large farmer to become 
his own landlord ; he wants all his capital to put into his business. 
Occasionally we met with a farmer who had been driven to 
purchase his farm because the estate had been sold, and his 
business would have suffered too seriously from a change, but 
in most cases he was paying as much or more than his previous 
rent as interest on the mortgage, besides having put down a 
l>ortion of the price in hard cash. Even when land can be bought 
outright at 20 years' purchase it can rarely be mortgaged at 
less than 4J per cent., which leaves only one-half per cent, for 
materials, for repairs, and other allowances tfhich dip deeply 
into the landlord's pocket. Above all, in bad times the mort-
gagee presses for payment, when the landlord will wait because 
he can trust the character of his tenant and measure the inevitable 
ups and downs in farming brought about by the seasons. Even 
for small farmers the same difficulties seem to be inherent in 
ownership ; they are even increased by Hi; fact tha t the small 
man will mortgage his land in order to acquire a little more—a 
proceeding which brings disaster as soon as times become bad. 
The economic value of the landlord can be more than justified 
in the history of English farming, and we l>elieve tha t he might 
more than ever establish his position to-day if he would take 
the opportunities of leadership that lie before him. As a class, 
farmers are probably more disposed to take advice than they 
have ever been, but in social and economic matters they would 
lie very slow to move by argument alons. Many questions of 
co-operative production and collective trading which are now 
hanging fire because they are all against the individualist habit 
of mind of the British farmer, would move rapidly if some 
of the great landlords, each in their own district, put themselves 
at the head of a workable scheme. Of course if the landlord 
is to become the enterpreneur and organiser of industry for his 
tenantry, he will have to work at his task very seriously : good 
intentions alone would only be harmful. 

Naturally a t the present juncture one heard much about 
small holdings and the prospects of the new tenants who have 
t>een set on the land by recent legislation. As might perhaps 
have been expected, the" large farmers with whom we talked had 
very little belief in the future of the small holdings. Most of 
them held, and rightly enough so far as their own districts were 
concerned, tha t the large man with capital will get more out of 
the land than any small man possibly can. Even with fruit 
and vegetables the capitalist's power of organising labour, and 
his command of manures, his power of doing certain operations 
like spraying, which are only cheap on a large scale, must mean 
a greater production per acre. But while the intensive large 
fanner can thus beat the intensive small holder, there are many 
large farmers who never a t tempt to get the maximum profitable 
yield out of their land, but trust to skimming a small return off 
a wide area, and these are the men who from a national point 
of view are not doing their duty by the land but might profit-
ably be replaced by small occupiers who will be driven to get 
more out of the soil in order to obtain a living at all. But 
though the large farmers do not agree with the small holding 
movement, they are not unsympathetic. Many of them admit 
there is an opening for a few men to meet local demands in 
their own district, while of course in certain places like the Isle 
of Axholme the small holder has been thoroughly tested, and 
holds his own even under disadvantageous conditions. Probably 
the new movement will show a sorry crop of failures during the 
next few years, until the unsuitable men are weeded out. All 
small holders also are likely to suffer again when the next turn 
of bad times comes round, unless by that time some method of 
giving them co operative credit has "become firmly established. 

As a feature in the prosperity of the farmer of to-day we have 
put his adaptability to his conditions. In the main, the men 
who could not alter their system to meet the low prices pre-
vailing only a few years ago have l>een shaken out of the industry, 
and the most capable have survived to take advantage of the 
recent rise in prices. But though the best of these men still 
maintain the supremacy of British larming over that of any 
other country, nothing is more striking than the contrast between 
them and some of their neighljours. In every district we visited 
we found good and l>ad farmers close together, men who are 
earning good incomes on one side of the hedge, and on the 
other men who arc always in difficulties, who in many cases 
lire only kept going through the tolerance of their land-

lords. Sometimes a man always manages to scrape his 
rent together, but he lives miserably, his farm is an eyesore 
and a source of weeds and infection to his neighbours. 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE MANIFESTO. 
WHY do the Ixirds hate and hinder the legislation passed by 

the present Government 1 The Ixirds hated the Sma'l Land-
holders' (Scotland) Bill because it would have given the agri-
cultural population, now leaving the country in thousands, 
access to the straths, glens, and fertile fields of their native land. 
The land of Scotland will yield its harvests to the tiller just as 
freely as the lands of Canada or America. There is only one 
reason why it does not do so—The House of Lords refuse the 
l>eoplo the use of their own land. They prefer that it remain 
idle or bo given over as the pleasure-ground of the " idle rich." 

Why do the Lords hate the Land Valuation (Scotland) Bill ? 
Because the Bill was designed to give the local assessing bodies 
in Scotland power to assess and rate upon land value in relief of 
local rates. The ratepayers should remember that the average 
rate is now 14s. 6d. per head of the population ; and the increase 
per i of assessed rental during the past sixteen years has been 

j 2s. 5d. The land value of Scotland is created and maintained 
by the ]>eople of Scotland. The Lords deny you the right to 
levy a rate on the value which belongs to the community, but 
which thev take. 

Why did the Lords hate and reject the Budget of 1909-10? 
Chiefly because the Budget dared to touch the Sacred Ark of 
Hereditary Covenant-Land. " What, Tax my land ^ " The 
Budget secured a valuation of all land. This is anathema to all 
land monopolists. 

What said the Home Secretary, Mr. Churchill, at Dundee, in 
October of last year :—" The land monopoly is not the only 
monopoly tha t exists, but it is the greatest, monopoly by far. 
It is a perpetual monopoly, and it is the mother of all other 
monopolies. 

" The unearned increment in land is not the only form of 
unearned increment which persons are able to derive, but it is 
the principal form, and it is the principal form which is derived 
from processes which are in themselves not beneficial, but actually 
detrimental to the rest of the community. Land, which is a 
necessity of human life, which is the original source of all wealth, 
which is strictly limited in extent, which is fixed in geographical 
position—land," I say, differs from all other forms of property in 
fundamental conditions." 

Land monopoly, entrenched in the House of lyords, stands 
between the land and the landless, between the unemployed 
and the source of all employment, between the shivering widow 
and coal, and the starving children and bread. Kor the sins 
of the House of Lords you have no need to search blue books 
and finesse with statistics. Ask the empty Highland straths. 
Ask the depopulated country. Ask the overcrowded cities. 
Ask depopulated Ireland. Ask the millions driven across the 
sea. What will the answer be ? Cut it down. There is not 
one gleam of light, one beam of mercy in the whole course of its 
history. 

Hie time has now come when the |>eople must throw off the 
incubus that hinders all real democratic progress. They under-
stand the issue upon which they are to vote. They can now 
vote themselves into permanent power uncontrolled by here-
ditary Peers, or privileged persons. 

It is not often the people have the opportunity of expressing 
their will, and attaining a great advance in liberty. The Electors 
can now choose to l>e guided and governed by essentially demo-
cratic and moral principles, or they can confirm the power 
which the House of Lords so arrogantly claims and wields. 
If they decree tha t the veto of the Lords must go, then they 
d e c r e e their own emancipation from Lordly domination. If they 
confirm the power the Peers claim, they elect to remain the 
slaves of a small, selfish, and privileged class of their fellow-
countrymen. 

If the nation desires to continue on the path of progress, to 
achieve further extensions of lil>erty, if the people desire to be 
upon the side of justice and good causes, if they desire their 
word and their will to l.e the permanent and abiding expression 
of public opinion, now is the time to set aside for ever the 
arrogant presumption of the House of Ixirds. 

As to the claims of the Liberal leaders and the Liberal Party 
to the confidence of the people, let the people of Scotland be 
true to themselves whatever be the claims of leaders and parties. 
The Liberal I 'arty and its accredited leaders are fighting the 
cause of freedom, justice, and independence against a small class 
of monopolists, and it is your duty to support them. 
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THE COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF OWNERSHIP OR 
TENANCY OF AGRICULTURAL LAND. 

B y W . A N K E R S I M M O N S . 

A PAPER READ AT A MEETING OF THE FARMERS' CLUB IN LONDON, OCTOBER 31st. 
The tendency of tho present time with legard to this question, 

is to advocate un increase in the number of occupying owners 
of tho soil; political influence, on both sides of party politics, 
is directed towards that e n d : large estates are put upon the 
market for sub-division, and cheers greet the fall of the hammer 
to the bid of the former occupier; the moment is, therefore, 
opportune for consideration of the subject from a strictly prac-
tical point of view, and the importance of it should lift ' i t to a 
more lofty plane than the political platform, which is too fre-
quently occupied by those who possess no practical knowledge 
of either tho ownership or tenure of land, and whose one aim 
and object is to coax votes. 

1 shall base my remarks upon my experience and observations, 
as a land agent and valuer, during the lust thirty years, and 
avoid, 1 hope, any reference to the political aspect of the matter. 

As a preliminary, it may t e of interest if 1 refer to the Hoard 
of Agriculture returns of agricultural holdings "owned or 
mainly owned," and " rented or mainly rented," as on June 4th 
1909, viz. :— 

A hove 1 nnd not exceeding 
Above 6 nnd not exceeding 
Above 50 and not exceeding I 
Above 3(H) acres.. 

T O T A L S : KNC 
W A L 
SCOT 

Thus it will he seen that 13$ pel cent, of agricultural holdings 
in England. 10J per cent, in Wales, and 7J per cent, in Scotland 
is to-day held by occupying owners; but in illustration of the 
fact that the area and advantages of occupying ownership 
depend in great measure upon tho locality of the holding, it 
may be observed tha t while in the combined counties of Bedford, 
Huntingdon, Cambridge. Suffolk, Essex. Hertford, Middlesex, 
and London 17i per cent, of the holdings are farmed by the 
owners, there are less than 10 per cent, of occupying owners in 
Durham, Derby, Chester, Cumberland, York. Westmorland, 
Northumberland, Lancaster, and Stafford. In Kngland. tho 
highest percentage is in London, 38i per cent. ; the lowest in 
Chester, 7? per cent. In Wales, the highest, in Cardigan, 18J 
per cent. ; the lowest, Glamorgan, li jier cent. In Scotland, 
the highest, Renfrew, 17j i>er cent. ; the lowest, Caithness and 
Sutherland, 1 per cent. 

It must bo borne in mind that those returns include the many 
home farms and far ms in hand held by large land owners; pro-
bably the area owned by " yeomen farmers " forms but a small 
portion of tho above averages ; they also include small holdings 
of under 5 acres in the neighbourhood of London and our large 
citien ; the average of these in London alone lieing nearly 48 per 
cent. 

The characteristic of agriculture in this country has for many 
generations been tho " tenant farmer's " system, and the question 
before us is whether, from an agricultural point of view, it is 
desirable to change this, and adopt that of occupying ownership. 

The answer must, I think, depend entirely upon the financial 
position of the would-be owner ; there are comparatively few 
farmers who possess sufficient means to purchase their holdings 
without drawing upon their working capital, or borrowing, and 
f u s i b l e men Would hesitate to exchange their position as tenants 

of an average landlord, for thnt of a mortgngor, nor could an 
occupying owner obtain anything approaching such a good 
return for his capitnl as he would derive from an investment, 
of the same amount of money, as a tenant fanner. 

Let us consider a concrete case as nn example. A capital of 
£2,(HH) would enable a man to take, with a fair char.ce of success, 
a farm of 250 acres, at a rent of, say, 20s. per acre ; with that 
capital and holding he should be able to maintain a family, 
avoid compulsorily manual labour, and make a t least £250 a 
year, or 10 per cent, on his capital, to meet his household 
expenses ; but, as an occupying owner, he would only be in a 
position to purchase 00 acres of similar land, nt £25 per acre = 
£1,500, leaving £500 as working capital ; allowing 4 per cent, 
for the former item and 10 per cent, for the latter, he would 
only derive £110 as income, ngainst £250 as a tenant farmer 
of 250 acres ; his individual work, too, on a sixty-acre holding 
would necessarily he of a far more laborious character than on 
the Inrger holding. If the same man elected to pu t himself 
under a mortgagee, he could, by borrowing two-thirds of the 

purchase money, buy 
120 acres of similar 
land at £25 = £3,000, 
of which sum he would 
have to provide £1,000, 
leaving £1,000 of his 
£2.000 as working capi-
tal (in each case reck-
oned at £8 per acre), 
which, on the same 
basis of calculation, 
would give him a return 
of £140. The daily life 
of a man who has to 
cultivate a farm of 120 
acres is also far harder 
than tha t of the occu-
pier of 250 acres. 

I do not propose to 
elaborate this illustra-
tion by applying it 
to other sums, but 

whether you deal with a capital of £500 or £5.000, the result is 
proportionately the same. From a general point of view I do 
not believe that a change from the position of tenant to tha t 
of owner would he beneficial to the average farmer, and least 
of all to the small holder. 

The aim of the practical and sensible farmer is to occupy as 
much land as his capital will warrant, and as he increases his 
capital by skill and energy, so he should seek to increase the 
area of his holding, upon the extent of which depends entirely 
his ability to produce wealth from the soil. If ho sought to 
purchase rather than increase his tenancy, he would, of necessity, 
have to considerably diminish his holding, and be content with 
a much smaller return for his capitnl. In the course of my 
business life I have had constant opportunity of studying both 
systems in practice, and while I can scarcely call to mind a 
single case of a man who purchased his farm ever adding to it, 
I could name numerous instances—many of them well known 
to members of this Club—of men who."commencing with less 
than 250 acres, now occupy, as tenant farmers, t h o u s a n d s 
of acres. 

The equipment of land with the necessary buildings, and the 
subsequent cost of maintaining them, is a question little under-
Stixnl by most of those who advocate occupying ownership and 
peasant proprietorship. 1 have recently' been engaged in 
valuing an estate in Yorkshire, a large portion of which I found 
occupied as small holdings, averaging about 80 acres; in 
numerous cases the icnts of these farms did not represent more 
than 4 |>er cent, on the sum expended in buildings and upkeep 
during the last ten years, and within the past month I have let 
a good mixed farm of 350 acres in my own district a t 25s. per 
acre, the buildings on which cost over £10,000 less than seven 
years ago. Four per cent, is usually quoted as nn ordinary 
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return for capital invested in the fee simple of agricultural land : 
mv experience is tha t in the majori ty of cases, owners do not 
get into pocket more than half that sum, and in numerous 
instances the rents barely meet the estate charges. 

Far too much stress is laid upon the advantages of occupying 
ownership in Denmark, France, and Germany : it is not possible, 
in my opinion, to draw a true comparison between our own ami 
,>ther European countries; the comparison we should keep in 
view is simplv that of " ownership " or " tenancy " in Great 
Hritain, under the conditions which prevail within its liorders. 
Other countries depend upon different conditions of tenure, 
climate, and mode of life. I have never heard or read of any 
system of agriculture which offers more advantages, all round, 
than ours on the " tenant farmer " principle. To those who 
point to the alleged success of ownership in the countries 1 have 
named, I would refer them to an article on Italy, published in 
the TIMES in 1903, which stated that " the indebtedness of the 
southern agricultural population is equally notable. In the 
Neapolitan provinces alone, the Bank of Naples and the Bank 
of Italy held last April, through foreclosures of mortgages, 
landed property to the value of more than £2,000,000 sterling. 
The growth of debt, want of credit, scarcity of labour—brought 
about bv emigration—the ruin and gradual disappearance of 
]ieasant "proprietors—all causes which act and react upon each 
other—have conduced to a state of things which grows 
increasingly worse every year." 

I would "also remind them of a speech made by Sir Anthony 
MacDonnell on the eve of the introduction of the Irish Land 
Bill of 1903. in which he is reported to have said: " We have 
all read about, and some of us perhaps have seen, the working 
of the peasant proprietary system in Europe. I myself have 
had wide experience of the analogous systems in India, and my 
exjierience has always been the same. Everywhere the gradual 
declension of the peasantry from prosperity to ruin has been 
repeated. Tlie process is this. First, there is a period of pros-
perity, with a rise in the standard of comfor t ; then follows 
indebtedness, slight at first, but ever-growing, with the facilities 
which are readily afforded by the usurer ; next comes mortgages, 
and then comes sub-divisions' and sale to meet the mortgagee-' 
claims. Finally comes the crash; and the grandson of the 
tenant-proprietor becomes the sub-tenant on his former patri-
mony, while the usurer becomes the rack-renting landlord—a 
landlord of a far worse type than any which Ireland has pre-
sented in the past. This is the process with which I am familiar, 
and being familiar with it, I am naturally anxious tha t it should 
not be repeated in Ireland." 

These are strong and ominous words of warning from the hps 
of a man of great character, ability, and experience ; in reading 
them one is reminded of their truth in contemplating the end. 
in so many cases, of the old yeomen farmers of England. If 
the system of occupying ownership presents such a pleasing 
outlook for the future, why, may we well ask. did it fail in the 
past 1 Was it not because of " mortgages, sub-division, and sale 
to meet the mortgagees' claims ? " 

Occupying ownership was. perhaps, all right in prosperous 
times during the life of the absolute owner; but what happened 
when he died ? In most cases, where the family exceeded one 
in number, the land was left to the widow or eldest son, subject 
to charges on it in favour of the vouncer children, based upon 
its then high value; then followed depression, failure to pay 
interest, calling in of the charges, sale, and ruin to the unfor-
tunate so-called owner, on whose shoulders the load of interest 
alone was often heavier than the rental value of the land. 1 
write from personal experience of many of these cases in my 
early business life, and I recall a particular scene when one of 
our oldest and most respected yeomen came to instruct my 
firm to sell his farm, and said, in answer to my father 's r e s e t s 
that such a course should !>e necessary, " There is an end to 
Cornwall, and I have reached it ." 

Taking the Schedule A returns as a guide, the annual value 
of land in this country fell from £52,0< »0.<X>0 in 1K78 to £37,000,000 
in 1900, which, capitalised at twentv-five years' purchase, gives 
a capital loss of £375,000.000 within a }>eriod of twenty-two 
years. How could such a loss be sustained by men who had to 
look to the land for their living t 

Looked at , too. from a purely agricultural point of view, 
what could affect the productive capability of land more adversely 
than the withdrawal of capital from it necessary to cultivate it, 
which is the first effect of pressure u|«jn a nominal occupying 
owner J 

In my opinion, the difficulty of sub-division on death is of 
itself a complete bar to any general system of occupying owner-
ship of agricultural land. 

The position of the family of a tenant farmer on division a t 
death is far lietter than tha t of an occupying owner of equal 
wealth, whose capital is largely locked u p ; the somewhat 
natural desire not to let tho land go out of the family usually 
acts detrimentally to all concerned. 

I believe it would prove a great blow to the maintenance of 
the high standard of English agricultural live st<xk if, by a change 
in our system, we lost the interest and pecuniary support of our 
great land owners, who, as proprietors of large estates, have in 
the past ungrudgingly and without stint encouraged in the 
interests of their tenants and fellow agriculturists the breeding 
and improvement of all kinds of stock, without regard to any 
direct personal benefit. If doubt exists upon this point, a visit 
to any of our leading showyards would quickly dispel it ; this 
valuable support would necessarily l>e considerably lessened if 
the farms which comprise their estates pass from their possession, 
for although there are, fortunately, many leading breeders and 
exhibitors of pedigree stock in the ranks of our yeomen and 
tenant farmers, they form but a small proportion of the pioneers 
of this most important side of agriculture. This argument also 
applies with equal force to all kinds of agricultural machinery. 
The " man on the platform " draws a vivid and seductive picture 
of a tenure involving the payment, for a fixed number of years, 
of a less annual sum than tho present rent and the subsequent 
ownership of the soil ; but such a system must of necessity be 
hedged about bv many restrictive conditions, under which the 
difficulties of division at death would be multiplied, and however 
advantageous it might prove to the holder a t the time when 
actual ownership was acquired, it is to my mind certain that no 

i lasting benefit would ensue, either to the individual or to agricul-
i turc, as the chief and most important of our national industries, 
i Moreover, the advocates of this system always couple it with 

a scheme of State aid, without which it could not lie hatched, 
and I doubt whether those who are concerned in industries other 
than agriculture, would, by their votes, pledge their credit in 
support of tho personal interests of individual farmers. If such 

I a system cannot be financed upon its own merits, without State 
aid' it is not likely in mv opinion to be seriously entertained by 
the' business side of the community. I t is frequently argued 
tha t such a system as this having been adopted in Ireland, it 
should prove equally beneficial to England ; but there has never 
existed here a similar dual ownership to tha t which the 1903 
Irish Land Act was created to abolish, and the ultimate success 
of the system is open to grave doubt. 

Manv of the advantages which might be attached to occupying 
ownership of agricultural land have been effaced by the legisla-
tion of recent years. The Agricultural Holdings Act of 1908 
gives to a tenant farmer fixity of tenure, compensation for 
improvements and game damage, and freedom of cultivation, 
all of which were nun est twentv years ago. He can also rent 
land at a much lower proportionate cost than he can purchase 
it, for owing to the conditions of rural life in England, where 
si'iort and amusement are so largely connected with the owner-
ship of land, the price of it to buy is out of all proportion to its 
purely agricultural value, and also to the rent it commands 
as an agricultural holding, so that except for sentimental ambi-
tions or sporting reasons there is very little attraction in the 
ownership of land to those who seek their living from the cultiva-
tion of it. . , 

I am convinced that a man of moderate means is far more 
likely to secure a good income and improve his position as a 
tenant than as an owner. If a man has for choice the buying 
of stock which will pay him 4 per cent., or the purchase of his 
farm on a twenty-five vears' capitalising basis, and can so invest 
his money without touching his working capital, let him, if it 
gives hiiii nnv pleasure, acquire his farm j but occupying 
ownership is not a poor man's system, and only those situated 
as I have desc r i ed should seek to adopt it. 1 have no doubt 
that manv of those tenants who, in recent times, have purchased 
their holdings have onlv done, so rather than leave their old 
homes, and would far rather have remained in them as tenants. 
It is not uncommon now to hear of petitions to owners not to 
sell and voluntary offers of increased rent, as an inducement to 
let "the old order of things remain. The joys of ownership are 
much exaggerated, ami the popular idea that a man will cultivate 
his own land on a higher standard than he would adopt as tenant 
is not borne out by my personal observation. The tendency o f 
modern legislation is also detrimental to the ownership of land . 
I know inanv landlords who are in a far worse position than 
their l e a d i n g " tenants—unable to occupy the family residence, 
worried bv burdens, charges and death duties, and in many 
cases only too glad to seize a good excuse—such as now presents 
itself —to get rid of t h e i r agricultural holdings. Otir platform 
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friends appear to think it must lie a fine thing for poor tenants 
o seek to acquire tha t which their old landlords are only too 

glad to get rid of. I fail to see any advantage in doing so, and 
in my humble opinion it will be a bad day for English agriculture 
and those who are engagi d in it, if the old system of landlord 
and tenant is abolished in favour of a return to that of occupying 
ownership. We can best judge the future by the lessons of 
the past, and the disappearance of the old yeoman farmer-—so 
often described as the backbone of England—should Ije a warning 
to us in these days that the system failed for economic reasons, 
and that farmers with only the necessary capital for the cultiva-
tion of land within their reach, aie far better off under existing 
laws, and more independent us tenants than they are likely to 
bo as owners of the soil they occupy. 

Many of the arguments I have used against ownership of land 
do not apply to small holdings of less than twenty acres, within 
easy reach of our large cities and towns, where the value is 
practically sure to appreciate as time goes on, and where it is 
particularly essential to provide against disturbance. Over 
•17 per cent, of these holdings, within the county of London, are 
now occupied by the owners, and no doubt the same result 
obtains within the precincts of most of our large cities. It is 
these cases which account for the apparently high average of 
over 13 per cent, of English holdings being held by the owners. 
There is much to be urged in favour of a large increuse of this 
class of occupying ownership, and also of encouragement by 
means of State aid in inducing the best of our agricultural 
labourers, who are without capital, to eventually l>ecome owners 
of small country holdings. Last year, as " Minister for Agricul-
t u r e " in our local Parliament. 1 successfully piloted a Pill 
dealing with this question, which 1 based upon borrowing 
capital for the purposes of occupying ownership from the Post-
master-General, who. I argued,could well afford to lendthe money 
in the Savings Bank Department, upon which he allows 2.J per 
cent., at 3 per cent, on the principle of repayment of the capital 
in equal yearly instalments over a period of thirty years, all 
payments to be in advance. Briefly, the effect of this works 
out that for every £100 so borrowed the rent or interest would 
he £(i (is. Sd. for the first year, decreasing 2s. each year until 
the last, when it would bo £3 3s. 4d., and then full ownership ; 
but while such a system as this would doubtless prove a great 
incentive to thrift, and perhaps induce small holders to practise 
the highest form of cultivation within their power, the difficulties 
which would arise on death or failure to continue the occupation 
would be multiplied, and 1 am doubtful of any ultimate real 
benefit, to agriculture, which is the one point of ' this discussion. 
Political advantages do not always coincide with practical 
results, and in preparing this paper 1 have assumed that we are 
dealing with eases of men with limited capital a t their command, 
anxious to do their best as cultivators of the soil under our 
existing conditions; and comparing the alternative of owner-
ship or tenancy to such cases I have no doubt a t all that as a 
general rule men with a capital of less than £500, desirous of 
l>ecoming " small holders." would prosper more rapidly as 
tenants than as occupying owners. 

In dealing ohiefly with the disadvantages of ownership as 
opposed to tenancy of agricultural land, I have thrown down a 
challenge to members of the Club to enliven the debate which 
will now ensue by unearthing and bringing to light some of the 
advantages of ownership which T have failed to discover. 

October, 1910. 

MR. LLOYD GEORGE IN FAST LONDON. 

WHAT T H E BUDGET HAS DONE. 

Mr. Lloyd George opened the campaign in a brilliant, defiant 
speech a t Mile End. London, on Mondavevening^ls t Noveml er 

In the course of the address he said :'— 
All the Protectionist Budgets have been a failure. Tliev 

have not produced the cash they were estimated to produce 
What about ours ? (A Voice : " Cone well, boy ! " and laughter) 
Listen to this—and now that 1 have come to the East End 
where 1 started my campaign for the Budget, 1 have got to give 
an account of what 1 have been doing. The Budget has been in 
operation six months ; some resolutions have been in operation 
eighteen months. Out of the money from the Budget we voted 

twenty millions last year to raise the old people above need. 
What more have we done ? They talk as if we had done nothing 
for the Navy. Why, out of the money raised by tha t very much 
abused Budget we have spent ten millions more upon building 
ships and upon the equipment of the Navy, and we have found 
every penny of it. (Cheers.) 

But that is not all. We are going to bring in an additional 
200.000 poor old people—(cheers)—who are now branded with 
pauperism. We are going to make them State pensioners—like 
the Dukes. ( laughter and cheers.) What is more, we have 
got the cash to start an insurance scheme that will insure two 
millions of workmen against the evils of unemployment, (Cheers.) 

That is not all. We are starting a scheme next year, and all 
the money is arranged to ensure 15 millions of workpeople—men 
and women—against the anxiety and distress tha t come to 
households when the bread-earner's health breaks down. 
(Cheers.) All the taxes are coming in, including whisky. All 
the estimates have been justified. We have these great schemes 
for keeping the invader from our shores—yes, for keeping hunger 
and want away, and distress from invading the hearths of the 
people—all tha t is in this Budget, and they threw it out, these 
Lords, as if it were an unclean thing. We will reckon with them 
when we get back. (Loud cheers.) Why did they do it ? 
We dared—we dared—to touch the Ark of the Covenant— 
(laughter)—the land. We taxed the landlords' rents. 

They will say to us, Raising money is not the sole test of the 
Budget. No ; it is not. You must raise money in a way that 
does not injure business, trade, commerce, and industry. Of 
course, you must. That is why I object to tariffs. Now, did 
we injure trade ? Before the' Budget trade was depressed ; 
we were down in the trough of the wave. Since then the good 
old ship has been rising, and rising, and rising, and we are not 
yet on the crest. (Cheers.) 

Since the Budget trade has gone up. Our foreign trade is 
lea I ing up by millions. Is that all due to the Budget ? I 
don't, say so. All T say is by means of this fiscal instrument we 
have extracted 25 millions a year without injuring business. 
Not only lias the Budget been a complete financial success, but 
trade anil industry and commerce have improved since then. 

I do not say it was due to the Budget. But I am constantly 
reminded tha t I am a Celt—(laughter)—and that I sometimes 
suffer under the delusion of that imaginative race. (Laughter.) 
I will admit it, and there is one delusion, if it be a delusion, I will 
always cherish—that the government of this world is not wholly 
material. When I see a great nation like ours p i using amid its 
commercial troubles and saying to itself tha t it is the time above 
all others to think of those who suffer amongst us, and then, 
in the year 1908. a year of depression, saying, " We will now 
incur heavy liabilities in order to raise above the bread of charitv 
the poor old men who have faithfully served their country through 
life "—and when I see that nation" from tha t moment "beginning 
to prosper, I say to myself, Celt as I am, tha t I still believe what 
the old king said three thousand years ago. " Blessed is he who 
considereth the poor." 

But. said Mr. Balfour the other day. what about the building 
trade ? Well, before the Budget was brought in there was no 
doubt the building trade was in a verv bad way. Things have 
improved ever since. The figures of unemployment in the 
building trade during the last six months are better by forty 
per cent, than they were in the month before the Budget was 
introduced. 1 do not say it is what it ought to be, but it has 
improved, and it is going to improve. I believe the Budget 
will open a new era of prosperity for the building trade. It has 
unlocked the land, for you notice how the landlords are beginning 
to sell. (Laughter.) I knew tliev would do it sooner or later, 
but 1 never thought they would liegin so soon. 

And, by the way, let me say how pleased I was, amongst all 
these sales to see that Captain Pretyman had such confidence 
in the future of the land—that he bought a few hundred acrea. 
(1-alighter.) The President of the Land Union—Ah ! he's a 
gallant fellow. He dared land taxes—undeveloped tax, reversion 
tax. increment tax. royalty duty—he was not even afraid of 
Form IV. ( laughter . ) He was unaffrighted by bis own 
bogeys—broke through them all into the auct ion ' room. and. 
cash in hand, carried off a few hundred acres of the tax-ridden 
land of England. I like to see braverv and audacity of that 
character, and I have not the faintest doubt, from what I know 
of Captain Pretyman, that it will lie thoroughly rewarded. Well, 
all that has been rejected by the Lords, and w'e say, " No more." 
(Cheers.) This time we mean to take a decision—an irrevocable 
decision—on the subject. 
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N E W S O F T H E M O V E M E N T . 
THE HIGHLAND CAMPAIGN. 

FORMATION OF H I G H L A N D LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
The Highland campaign in favour of the taxation of land 

values arranged bv the United Committee (see October issue) 
was carried out successfully and culminated in a Conference 
and mass meeting at Inverness on November 11th. A Highland 
Branch of the United Committee, to be known as the Highland 
Land Values League, was formed at the Conference. 

The meetings, a t all of which Mr. Dundas White, LL.D.. M . P . 
was the principal speaker, commenced at Oban on October 20th. 
and keeping to the programme outlined in our October issue, 
the meetings have been eminently successful. Large and enthusi-
astic audiences have listened to brilliant and convincing addresses 
bv Dr. White, who was accompanied throughout by Mr. Joseph 
Macleod. Liberal Organising Secretary at Inverness. At each 
meeting resolutions thanking the Government for the Budget, 
and urging the fur ther taxat ion of land values, were passed. 

Mr Robert C. Orr represented the United Committee and was 
in charge of the arrangements in Mr. M'Leod's absence with 
Dr. White. Mr. Paul went north later and along with Mr. On-
addressed several preliminary meetings in the Inverness district. 
Mr. Paul also spoke a t Broadford, Skve, taking Dr. White s place 
there, to enable him to get to Stornoway and return in time 
for the Inverness conference and demonstration. 

T H E I N V E R N E S S CONFERENCE. 
A Conference to promote the Taxation of Land Values and the 

Scottish Small Holders' Bill, of delegates from all parts of the 
Highlands, was held in the United Free East Church Hall, 
Inverness, on Fridav afternoon. November 11th. The confer-
ence was held under the auspices of the United Committee, 
the Scottish League and the Highland Liberal Associations. 
The chair was occupied by Mr. Duncan Mactavish. chairman of 
the Inverness-shire Liberal Association. After the chairman s 
o|>ening speech, Councillor George Young (Inverness) moved 
the following resolution, seconded by William Cuthbert Helms-
dale, and supported bv Ex-Provost Anderson (Stornoway) 
and Mr. John Paul, secretary of the United Committee, which 
was carried unanimously :— 

That this meeting heartily thanks the Government for the 
inclusion in the Budget of 1910of the proposal to secure a complete 
valuation of all land in the United Kingdom—the first essential 
to anv policy of land reform, and trusts that the Government 
will seek an early opportunity of using the valuation for the purpose 
of levying a rate on land values in relief of existing rates. 
A second resolution, expressing the hope tha t the Government 

will resolutely adhere to the principle of the fixity of tenure 
contained in the Scottish Small Land Holders' Bill, was moved 
by Mr. J . T. Macleod (Ardgay). Councillor lnnes (Rogart) 
seconded, and Mr. J . Annan Brvce. M.P., Mr. Davidson (Knock-
bain). Mr. Calder (Wick). Mr.' Mackenzie (Forres). Rev. Ross, 
and Ex-Provost Anderson, supported the resolution which was 
unanimously carried. 

Mr. Murdo Mackenzie (Forres), representing the Provisional 
Committee appointed to consider as to the advisibility of the 
formation of a Highland Branch of the United Committee for 
the Taxation of Land Values, approved of the formation of such 
a Branch and submitted the following resolution to the Confer-
ence :— 

That this meeting resolve itself into a Highland Branch of the 
United Committee for the Taxation of Land Values to be called 
The Highland Land Values league. 
Councillor Miller (Bower) seconded, and the resolution was 

carried unanimously. 
Mr. Mackav (Inverness) moved that copies of these resolutions 

1* sent to the Prime Minister, the Secretary for Scotland, the 
Lord Advocate, and the various members of Parliament for the 
Highland counties. (Applause.) This was unanimously agreed to. 

The following office-bearers were appointed:—President , 
Mr. Mactavish : vice-presidents, ex-Provost Anderson (Storno-
way), Councillor Miller (Bower), Mr. ,1. G. Maekay (Inverness-
shire). Councillor James Walker (Inverness). Mr. Murdo 
Mackenzie (Forres). Mr. Lindsay (Golspie), Mr. John Paul 
(London), Mr. James Busby (Glasgow); hon. treasurer, Mr. 
I. M'Kenzie ; secretary, Mr. W. M. Cameron. 

T H E PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION. 
In the evening a largely attended meeting was held in the 

Music Hall. Mr. J . Annan Bryce, M.P. for the Inverness district 

of burghs, occupied the chair, and lie was supported on the 
platform by Mr. Dundas White. M.P. for Dumbartonshire, and 
Mr. James 'Falconer . M.P. for Forfarshire, and leading Liberals 
from different parts of the Highlands. At the outset the audience 
joined in singing " The Land Song." 

The speeches of Messrs. Bryce. Dundas White and f alconer 
were enthusiastically received" and a resolution supporting the 
policy of the Government was passed, and the speakers were 
accorded votes of thanks. 

Extensive reports of the Conference and all the meetings 
appeared in the local papers. 

DR. W H I T E ' S HIGHLAND T O U R . 
The Highland campaign of meetings reported in this issue, 

with Dr. Dundas White, M.P., as the chief speaker and the 
Conference held a t Inverness, were highly successful in all 
respects. It was by far the most satisfactory of the fugitive 
visits vet made to the Highlands by the land reformers who 
mostly (-online their activities to the south of the Grampians. 
Dr. White. I was assured, was in splendid form at all his meetings. 
His explanation of the taxation of land values, and how it is 
related to the demand for land for agricultural uses was received 
with enthusiasm everywhere. Certainly his masterly exposition 
of tho case for taxing land values a t the public demonstration 
held at Inverness a t the conclusion of the c a m p a i g n reminded 
me of some of the best platform efforts of the Lord Advocate, 
when tha t powerful and engig ng exponent of the case devotes 
himself exclusively to the rating and taxing of land values. 

Dr. White, by liis voice and pen. and by his questions in the 
House of Commons on prices paid by the Government for sites 
for lighthouses, &c., has rendered much good service to the move-
ment for land values taxation, and these three weeks incessant 
speaking on the subject in the Highlands of Scotland, makes one 
more brilliant contribution to the debate. 

The campaign was widely reported in the local p r e s s wherever 
Dr. White spoke, and provoked the widest possible discussion 
in all circles. . . .. , 

We have been told by Highland M.P.'s, or rather by the Liberal 
M.l'. 's representing Highland constituencies, that the taxation 
of land values cannot be made plain to the crofters and cottars. 
What these pent cmcn mean is, t ha t they cannot make it plain, 
which without being in any way offensive is quite true, nu t 

! Dr. Dundas White made 'it quite plain as other competent 
1 speakers have often done before. . , „ 

Tlie Highlands of Scotland is the most fertile ground tor 
propaganda on the taxation of land values. This is Dr. W lute s 
view, and it is the view of every genuine advocate who has ever 
had the good fortune to address a meeting of Highland crottcrs 
and cottars on the subject. u , 

The one thing needful in the Highlands, as in all agricultural 
districts, is missionary work : a well sustained educational 
effort by speakers and organisers who know the land question, 
teachers who can show land values taxation as the bridge con-
necting town and country, and without which it is impossible 
to solve the problem. Such a crusade means money, much 
more money than is a t present available for immediate needs. 
But this additional financial support must lie forthcoming it 
we are to make the land question a burning issue. 

The politicians of either party will not help, mainly because 
they do not see what the solution of the land question as wc 
advocate it means to the country and to democracy. We must 
rely on our own people for funds. The more they give, and 
some of them give most generously, the more w ork can lie carried 
out, and as we get things done, the more hope there is that 
others will come to us able and willing to help to reach out to 
the new duties. 

But this is another story, and one which we intend telling our 
readers and friends a t greater length. We shall take an early 
opportunity of doing this. 

To return to the Highland campaign: the arrangements 
for Dr. White 's tour were carried out by our Highland 
friend and coworker , Joseph Mel. cod, of Inverness 
He put his whole heart and soul into the work, and himself 
accompanied Dr. White as advance agent, and at most of the 
meetings took part in the speaking. Mr. McLeod is an enthus-
iastic land reformer, widely respected by his friends, and feared 
not a little bv those on "the other side of the land question. 
He is a tireless worker, ami has in Mrs. Mc leod and their family 
his strongest support. .Joseph McLeod, the man and (lie 
reformer, has a large and enthusiastic following in the Highlands. 
He has won this by hard work, sincerity, and devotion to the 
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re form movement . How much of thin goodwill and influence 
he owes to his wife he will gladly acknowledge, and he is never 
so h a p p y as when enter ta ining a land reformer in his character-
istic Highland home. For his services in this campaign I can 
gladly pass to him on behalf of the Uni ted Commit tee , and on 
Dr. Whi te ' s behalf, the warmest t h a n k s and appreciat ion. 

Mr. Rober t C. Orr represented the Uni ted Commit tee in the 
unavoidable absence of Mr. Rushy , Secretary of the Scottish 
League, and when I go t to Inverness four d a y s before the Con-
ference, I found Mr. Orr busy addressing meetings, intervieiwng 
merchants , farmers and crofters , a n d making fr iends for the 
movement all over the town and distr ict . Th • mailer meet-
ings, he 'd for a week or ten d a y s before the big e vent , a recog-
n s"d fea ture i f the policy of the Uni ted Commit tee , v e r e m< f t 
useful lit I n v e n t ' s s , and v i r e the means Of much v h o ' r s o m e 
discuss ;< n. The Conference and demons t ra t ion , and the inaugu-
ra t ion of the new Highland Land Values Ix-ague, have pu t t he 
ques t ion of tax ing land values, with the abolit ion of r a tes 
and taxes on improvements firmly in tho foref ront of Highland 
polities, and we can cordially congra tu la te the men of tho new 
League on the fino field they possess for any a m o u n t of educa-
t ional effor t on the Taxa t ion o f .Land Values .—J. 1'. 

MANCHESTER. 

The Secretary of the Manchester l e a g u e , 134, Deansgate , 
Manchester , writes t ha t , in addi t ion to meetings already 
announced in LAND VAI.UES, the following have l>cen h e l d : — ' 

Oct. 21.—Municipal Election Meeting, St. Michael's Ward, 
A. II. WcJlor. 

i> 24.—Municipal Election Meeting, St. Michael's Ward, 
A. H. Wejlor. 

„ 26.—Brooke St root Liberal Club, E. Manchester, L. W. 
Zimmerman, " Tile Land Clauses." 

„ 27.—Hyde L.Y.L., A. H. WeUer, " Alternative to Socialism 
and Tariff Reform." 

„ 29.—Municipal Election Meeting, S. Gorton Ward, A. II. 
Weller. 

„ 31.—Municipal Election Meeting, St. Michael's Ward, A. H. 
Weller. 

Nov. 8.—Altrinoham Women's Liberal Association, L. W. Zimmer-
man. " T h e I>and Clauses." 

„ lb—Litt leboro ' L.Y.L. (For '95 Club). A. H. Weller. 
i. 14.—Kingsley Liberal Association, A. H. Weller, " Land 

Question and the Budget." 
„ 17.—Crosslcy's Works, Openshaw, J . Bngot and A. H. Weller. 
„ 17.—Annual Meeting at Manchester League's Office. 
„ 30.—Higher Crumpsall Liberal Club, A. H. Weller, " Land 

Values and Rating Reform." 
„ 30.—Adlington Women's Liberal Association, J . Bagot, 

" Progress and Pover ty ." 

U p to t he t ime of going to Press , the following meetings h a v e 
been a r r a n g e d : — 

Dec. 4.—Queen's Park Parliament, 3 p.m., D. Cattcrall, 
" Democracy, What is it ? " 

„ 6.—Didsbury Liberal C'lub, 8 p.m., J . Bagot, " Taxation of 
J .and Values." 

9.—Astley Bridge Reform Club (For '95 Club), Dr. F. 
McDougall. 

12.—Gorton Liberal Club, A. H. Weller, "Taxa t ion of Land 
Values." 

„ 13.—N. Reddish Literary Society, J . Bagot. 
„ 13.—Hale, Cheshire (For"'95 Club), l)r. P. McDougall. 
„ 14.—Hanley Liberal Club, Dr. P. McDougall, " Untax 

Industry and Tax I j ind Values." 
„ lti.—Public Library. Sale, Debate between Dr. P. MeDougall 

and .1. M. Mcl^achlan, on " Socialism e. Taxation of 
Land Values." 

„ 19.—St. Anne's L.Y.L., ,1. Bagot. 
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Values. D e c e m b e r , 1910. 

A t the Economic Class meeting on November 10th, a reso 
lution, congra tu la t ing Mr. Henry George, J u n r . , on his election 
to Congress, was unanimously adopted , and the Secretary was 
requested to forward copies to Mr. Henry George, J u n r . , and to 
the local press. 

The Annual Meeting of the Manchester League was held in 
the League 's office on November 17th. There was a good 
a t t endance of members, presided over by the President , Mr. 
L. W. Zimmerman. In the Secretary 's repor t i t was shown 
tha t there had been a gra t i fy ing increase in t he membership 
during t he past year , and the number of meet ings addressed 
by the officers and members of the League (205) showed a big 
advance upon the records of previous years. 

Dur ing the recent Municipal Elections the local Leagues of 
Young Liberals published a circular which contained the 

i fo l lowing:— 
The valuat ion of sites now proceeding under t he F inance Act 

for 1909-10 brings into practical politics a t one bound the 
t ransference of ra t ing to site values, and we would urge as 
a plank in our p rogramme tha t Manchester and Salford should 
a t once promote Bills for securing this sa lu tary change within 
their own areas. 

At a meet ing of the H y d e L.Y.L. , addressed by t he Secretary 
recently, it was s ta ted by one of the members of t h a t Society, 
qui te as a ma t t e r of course, t h a t they were all Single Taxers. 
Perhaps , coming from Hyde, says the Secretary, t h a t ought not 
to occasion surprise, but it provides encouraging evidence of the 
spir i t an imat ing the Young Liberal movement . 

MANCHESTER LEAGUE ANNUAL REPORT. 
The Ma nehester League has been in existence four years, 

having been founded in October , 1906. The year j u s t closed has 
been marked by grea ter act ivi ty t han was "possible before the 
opening of this office. There has been an increase in the mem-
bership f rom 163 to 233. but if the number of members was a t all 
p ropor t ionate to the number of our conver ts a n d supporters , 
we should be able to show a much grea ter advance. 

A very sat is factory increase is found in the number of meet ings 
addressed by the officers and members of the League. During 
the past twelve m o n t h s these meetings number 205, as com-
pared with l i t ! and 68 in the two previous years . This means 
t h a t the League is carrying its message of hope t o a n ever-
increasing number of people, and the educat ional va lue of such 
work must be very great . These 205 meetings include 21 held 
in the Manchester P a r k s and several Croft and s treet-corner 
meetings organised by the Manchester League, and amongs t the 
members and friends who have given mos t valuable a n d untir ing 
help are t he President , Treasurer , Messrs. Bagot , Catterall , 
O 'Grady , Fielden, Norman , Hutchinson, Naylor , Musson, 
Johnson . Humphreys , Gough, Moyle, Hin ton . a n d several 
others. The most impor tan t of these meetings was the demons-
t ra t ion in Alexandra Park on Sunday , October 2nd , when an 
audience of between 2.000 and 3,000 was addressed by Mr. 
Francis NeiLson, M.P.. Mr. Joseph Fels, Mr. R . L. Outhwai te , 
Dr. McDougall , Mr. Har ry de Pass and Mr. Bagot, 

During the General Election in J a n u a r y last t he -Manchester 
League did much ac t ive work in suppor t of Liberal and Labour 
Candidates who were pledged to the Taxat ion of L a n d Values. 
Many meetings were addressed in different consti tuencies in and 
around Manchester, a n d grffit numbers of leaflets were distri-
buted. A full report of these act ivi t ies was published in the 
M a r c h N u m b e r of LAND VALUES. 

At the request of the United Commit tee . I spent nine days in 
London during the L.C.C. election campaign in March, working 
on behalf of Baron do Forest , who is now a member of the 
Council. The Baron made a splendid tight for the Taxa t ion of 
Land Values, and, I th ink, won his election in consequence. 
In J u n e I conducted an independent campaign in Hart lepool for 
nine d a y s dur ing the by-election, on behalf of tho Uni t ed Com-
mit tee. and a f te rwards assisted Chapman-Wrigh t , w h o was doing 
similar work in the East Dorset by-election. Perhaps 1 may say 
tha t in this way the influence of the Manchester League has 
extended far lieyond the boundaries of our own diocese. 

In the Municipal elections tha t have just t aken place, t he 
question of rat ing land values had some prominence, l u tho 
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DULY NEWS, of October 21st , i t was s ta ted t h a t " t he ra t ing 
of land values, with the unification of the three existing authori-
ties' as the first admin i s t ra t ive s tep towards it, was the main 
nlank in the p la t form of the Progressive P a r t y in the Manchester 
municipal elections." I a m ra the r a f ra id tha t this newspaper 
is a good deal in advance of the municipal candidates it speaks 
for Certainlv some of them very successfully concealed their 
enthusiasm for their " m a i n plank."' The Manchester and 
Salford Leagues of Young Liberals, however, are fully awake 
to the impor tance of our re form, as m a y be seen by a Circular 
published by them last m o n t h , f rom which 1 have t aken the 
following e x t r a c t : — " The valuat ion of sites now proceeding 
under the F inance Act for 1909-10 brings into pract ical politics 
at one bound t he Transference of Ra t ing to Site Values, and we 
would urge as a p lank in our p rog ramme t h a t Manchester and 
Salford should a t once p romote Bills for securing this sa lu tary 
change within their own a reas . " A copy of a " S u m m a r y of 
Y irioiis proposals for ra t ing r e fo rm," compiled by Dr. McDougall . 
was sent to eve ry member of t he Manchester and Salford Council 
as well as to all the candida tes , and some of our speakers took the 
few oppor tuni tes t h a t were open to them to put our proposals, 
before the public f rom the p la t fo rms of progressive candidates . 

The Economic Class meet ings, which were s tar ted in October. 
1<I09 have been held every Thursday evening th roughout the 
past vear. a n d though the a t t endance fell off during the summer 
months, there is good reason t o be gratif ied with the continued 
and growing interes t of t he members in the subject of s tudy , 
" Progress a n d P o v e r t y . " One very encouraging result of these 
meetings is t h a t the League has now several new speakers who 
give valuable help a t our ou tdoor meetings. 

An event of g rea t impor tance to our m o v e m e n t was the 
National Conference organised by the Uni ted Commit tee , held 
in Manchester f rom September 30th to October 2nd. Delegates 
from all pa r t s of the Uni ted Kingdom were present and took 
part in the var ious meetings. The Lord Advocate opened a 
discussion on " L a n d Valuat ion and the F inance Act in the 
Manchester Town Hal l on t h e Fr iday evening ; Mr. F redk . 
Verinder opened a discussion on the Taxa t ion of L a n d Values 
in relation to Free Trade , housing, a n d unemployment , in the 
Memorial Hall on the Sa tu rday af ternoon ; and a Henry George 
commemorat ion dinner was given in t he Grand Hotel, on the 
Saturday evening, a t which over 150 members of the Conference 
and fr iends were present. Besides these, meet ings were held 
in the Grand Hotel on the F r i d a y a f te rnoon , Sa tu rday morning 
and Sunday morning and evening ; and the general feeling 
seemed to be t ha t t he Conference was in all respects thoroughly 
successful a n d enjoyable. A full repor t of t he proceedings 
a p p e a r s in t h e N o v e m b e r i s sue of LAND VALUES. 

Tlie scheme of the Uni t ed Commit tee to d is t r ibute sets of 
leaflets to every house in the count ry , is making good progress in 
Lancashire and Cheshire, as well as in other pa r t s of t he count ry . 
The work of dis t r ibut ion has been, or is abou t to be done, in 34 
neighbouring consti tuencies (for which over 300,000 sets of 
leaflets have been ordered through this office), a n d several other 
political associations are expected to offer help soon. Those 
leaflets are now being issued in pamphle t form wi th an 
index and in this handy and a t t r ac t ive form they will no 
doubt receive more a t t en t ion than loose leaflets, and t he edu-
cational effect over the whole count ry is likely to be very great 
indeed. 

Another ma t t e r of grea t impor tance to our movemen t , as well 
as of considerable local interest , is the recent publication by Mr. 
John Bagot of a new. cheap, unabridged edition of " Progress 
and P o v e r t y , " t h a t can be sold a t 4d. with paper covers, and 
8d. with cloth covers. I t is sometimes said tha t the moat 
impor tan t work of the Manchester League is t o make Henry 
Georgeites. and as no th ing can do so much in t h a t direction 
as the reading and s tudy of Henry George's g rea t Ixxik. the 
appearance of such a cheap edition ought to make this work 
easier in the fu ture , and great ly increase public interest in the 
reform we a rc working for. During the past year wc sold 
305 copies of the old edition of " Progress and Poverty, but 
during the next 12 months , in view .if the great ly reduced price 
of the new edi t ion, a very much larger quan t i ty will, no doubt , 
be disposed of. 

In these and other ways encouraging progress is being made, 
and I th ink we m a v l<*>k forward hopefully for a career of 
increasing usefu lness ' and influence for the Manchester League 
in the fu tu re . 

A B T H U R H . W E L L E R , S e c r e t a r y . 

YORKSHIRE. 

The following meetings have been held by the Yorkshire U n d 
Values League :— 
Nov. 3.—Guiseley Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 

7.—Silsden Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
8.—Scarboro' W.L.A. at Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
9.—Liberal Club. Hightown, Liveraidge. Win. lhonvon. .1.1. 

17.—Oakworth Liberal Club, Wm. Thomson. J . l . 
" 22.—Wharncliffo and Silkstone Debating Society. K Skirrow. 
',', 25.—Thornton Liberal Club, V. Skirrow. 

27.—Boothtown Liberal Club, F. Skirrow. 
2 8 . - P u b l i c Meeting, Blackburn. F. Skirrow. 
20.—Public Meeting, Blackburn, F. Skirrow. 
30. -Publ ic Mooting, Blackburn, F. Skirrow. 

Mr. J o h n Pau l visited the Yorkshire d is t r ic t last month and 
addressed a public meeting at Keighley on November 14th 
in the Temperance Hal l , Keighley. on the subject W h a t l-orm 
IV. means to the Advocates of the Taxa t ion of Land \ alues. 
There was a good a t tendance . . 

T h e address, which was interesting ami instructive, was 
followed by a numl»er of questions, to which Mr. Paul replied. 
Mr E A. Lassen, of Bradford , presided, and other speakers were 
,1 Z Ogden. Mr. Horace Wilson, Mr. William Thomson. ,1.1 .. and 
Mr ' Fred. Skirrow. A resolution thank ing the Government 
for the Budget of 1909-10, and urging t he C . o v e r n m e n to 
cont inue the policy of making L a n d Values aval able 
needs, and fu r the r freeing indus t ry f rom the grip of land monopoly 
suggesting tha t the valuat ion of land should b e completed .wi th 
all possible speed and made accessible to the public ; that 
the t ax of Land Values so ascertained be levied to provide 
funds for educat ion, poor relief, main roads , police 
and in subs t i tu t ion for the remaining du t ies on the food and 
comfor t s of the peop le ; and expressing the hope t h a t a t tho 
earliest possible m o m e n t local authori t ies th roughou t the country 
would be empowered to raise local revenue on the land valuat ion 
basis with tho view to relieving houses, factories, farm >>"ldings 
machinery , and other ins t ruments of product ion from the 
ever-erowing burden of rates. . 

A t the close a collection to de f ray the expenses of the meet ing 
was taken ; this amounted t o th i r ty shillings. 

A N E W L E E D S O F F I C E T O B E O P E N E D . 
T h e following evening (November 15th) on the invi ta t ion of 

Councillor C. H. Smithson, of Hal i fax , some ortv acUve sup-
por ters of the movement in Yorkshire me t Mr. Paul a t the 
Liberal Club, Bradford , to consider the question of the 
reorganisat ion of the Yorkshire League a n d the desirabdity 
of opening a central office in Leeds. Mr. Sm.thson « h o p re -
sided. s ta ted t h a t along with Messrs. Sam Dugdale 1. B. Lund 
a n d Fred. Skirrow, he had already t a k e n an office in West 
Bar Chambers . Boar Lane. Leeds, provisionally. Mr. 1 aui 
opened an interest ing discussion dealing with the growth of the 
m o v e m e n t and the hope there was of making a s t ronger 
organisat ion in the County of York H e gave an ex-
tensive r epor t of the work of the Uni ted Commit tee and 
appea led to all concerned to t ake the present t ime as a most 
oppor tune m o m e n t to be t te r the local organisation. An 
interest ing discussion took place, a t the close of which abou t 
£130 was subscribed for the new movement . It was agreed 
to open a new office a t Leeds, to r ename the organisat ion 
" T h e Yorkshire Land Values l e a g u e , ' and t o have 
representa t ives on the central commi t tee f rom the various 
centres of act ivi ty th roughout the count ry . The gather ing 
was like a " g o s p e l meet ing," and clearly expressed t h a t all 
present viewed the new oppor tuni t ies for educat ional effort 
with enthusiasm and hope. 

The usual kindness and consideration of Mr. Smithson found 
expression in the tea and sandwiches t h a t were served dur ing 
t he course of the evening. 

A most successful business-like meeting was brought to a 
clone bv votes of t h a n k s to Messrs. Smithson and Paul. 

F . SKIRROW, S e c r e t a r y . 

NORTHERN LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
Mr Reid the Secretary, and the members of the Nor the rn 

Land Values League, are working steadily in the Nor thern 
Counties. Their mo t to for the present is " s l o w but sure 
unti l thev get the measure of t he distr ict and to know who s who. 
Already some 20fi.OO» packets of Land Values leaflets have 
been dis t r ibuted throughout 24 const i tuencies in the district , t h e 
ofli<-e of the U a g u c is a t 90, Pilgrim StTeet, Ncwcastlc-on- i y n c . 



158 Land Values I)e c e m b e r , 1«>10. 

MIDLAND LAND VALUES LEAGUE. 
List of recent meetings :— 

Nov. 

Date. 
Oct. 27 

21) 
4 
7 
8 
f). 

12 
14 

17 
18 

Place. 
Redditch 
Old bury 
Digbeth 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Chcadlo 
Oswestry 
Bilston 

league Office . . 

W'ythal 
Dig bet h 

S|>eaker. 
Chapman Wright. 
T. It. Stokes. 
Chapman Wright. 

Hating of I>and Values 
Discussion. 

Chapman Wright. 

Owing to the special work in connection with the General 
Election ull further meetings have been cancelled. 

W . C. WRIGHT, S e c r e t a r y . 

The Midlands I j ind Values Ixtaguo are actively carrying out 
propaganda work by means of meetings and the distribu-
tion of literature. The local " Par l iament" affords a good 
means of spreading the light, and Mr. Chapman Wright and his 
co-workers are using it as an economic class to educate young 
men in Land Values ideas. On November 11th, Mr. Wrightintro-
duced a Hill giving local authorities the option of rating Land 
Values. 

On November 3rd Mr. Wright addressed a meeting at the 
Redditch Liberal Club ; on November 7th at the Stoke-on-Trent 
Workmen's Club and Institute ; on November 8th at the Cheadlc 
Liberal Club ; and on November 17th. under the auspices of the 
Midlands Ixwgue, a t the Silver Street Schools, Wythall. 

LIVERPOOL. 
The Secretary of the Iiverj>ool Land Values league, Mr. 

Wm. Noble, writes that the I>eagiie is maintaining its activities, 
and the members report a growing keenness in their audiences 
to understand the land question and our solution. 

During the past month Mr. H. Cowpcr has addressed several 
meetings, including, among others, one a t the Domestic Mission. 
Mill Street, and another at Windsor Street Free Church. He 
also took part in a debate at the Hamlet Free Church, after 
which a resolution in favour of I>and Values was carried. 

Mr. Geo. Rail has been addressing an average of over two 
meetings a week for the last two months, on the northern 
boundaries of the city and in Bootle. 

On the Birkenhead side of the river several of our members 
liclong to the 1910 League in connection with which they keep 
our propaganda on the move. 

Mr. Wm. Noble has addressed meetings a t Seaforth, Ormskirk. 
Birkdale, Frodsham, Mold, Liscard, and Oxton, as well as in the 
city. 

Mr. E. J . M. McManus continues his Friday evening class with 
certain members of a C.Y.M.S., who are looking forward to a 
team debate with another C.Y.M.S. 

Several members of the League belong to the Liverpool 
Parliamentary Debating Society, where, naturally enough, our 
reform is often the subject of debate. 

LAND VALUES is now on sale in the city a t 70, Lord Street, 
and at the Cook Street bookstall; in Toxteth at. 47, Park Place, 
and at 337, Aigburth Road, Otterspool. 

The Committee are hoping to resume their periodic meetings, 
a notification of which will be sent to the members by post. 
I t is ho]ied that all of them will endeavour to attend. 

SOUTH ISLINGTON. 
Under t he joint auspices of t he United Committee and t he Sout h 

Islington Liberal and Radical Association, u crowded and enthu-
siastic meeting in support of the Taxation of Land Values was 
held in Myddelton Hall, Upper Street, N., on October 27th. 
Mr. Thomas Wiles, the member for the division, presided over 
an attendance .of about 800 persons, and Mr. E. G. Hemmerde. 
K.C., M.P., was the principal s|>eaker. Among those on the 
platform were Mrs. Wiles. Mrs. Hemmerde, Dr. Rowe, J .P . , 
Dr. J . A. Sherry, many prominent local Liberals, and for the 
United Committee Mr. and Mrs. S. J . Phillips, During the three 
weeks preceding the date of the meeting a bouse to house dis-
tribution of the United Committee's leaflets bad been carried 
out , and the good effect of this was plainly evident in a keenly 
interested audience. The Chairman in his opening speech, 

amid loud cheers, called for the repeal of the breakfast-table 
duties and the substitution of a tax on land values. Mr. 
Hemmerde followed with a brilliant speech in support of the 
principle. As a clear and convincing exposition of the new 
taxation system and an invincible condemnation of the present 
system, Mr. Hemmerde's address was all tha t the most enthusi-
astic single-taxer could desire and the intelligent and appreciative 
manner in which the audience received his remarks, marked the 
progress tha t the movement has made in this quarter a t least. 

Quite a feature of the meeting were enthusiastic renderings 
by the audience of " The Land Song " for some time prior to 
the speaking. 

LIBERAL OPEN-AIR SPEAKERS' LEAGUE. 
LAND VALUES LECTURES. 

At the invitation of the Liberal Open-Air Speakers League 
(working in conjunction with the London Liberal Federation 
and the Home Counties Liberal Federation), the United Com-
mittee are providing lecturers to address lectures to speakers and 
canvassers. The metropolis has been, for the purposes of the 
lectures, divided into ten groups. During October, November 
and December five of these groups will be taken in hand by the 
United Committee lecturers and five by the Free Trade Union. 
After Christmas it is proposed that the United Committee should 
take over those groups dealt with by the F.T.U. before Christmas 
and vice versa. The syllabus of land values lectures i s :— 

1. Form IV. and the F'inance Act. 
2. The Reason of the Budget's Popularity. The Valuation : 

I ts Meaning and Purpose. 
3. Valuation in the Country and Towns. Prices and Rents 

of Land, Rates and Taxes. Tenancy under Valuation or 
Small Ownership. 

4. I .and Values and Free Trade. 
5. Land Values, Housing and Unemployment. 
0. I .and Reform and the Lords. 
7. Taxation of Land Values: I ts merits as a Business Pro-

position—Its Justice. 
GROUP 1. Speakers and canvassers from seven South-East 

London Divisions meet every Monday evening a t the offices of 
the Walworth Liberal Association, 219, Walworth Road, S.E., 
where Mr. John Orr is the lecturer. 

GROUP 2. From five Islington and Hackney (N.) Divisions 
at offices of South Islington Liberal Association, 302, Upper 
Street. N., every Tuesday evening. Mr. John Paul had arranged 
to address these lectures, but being called to Scotland and the 
North of England on business, Mr. Harry de Pass has taken 
his place. 

GROUP 3. FYom seven North-East London Divisions a t 
offices of Central Hackney Liberal Association, 15. Amhurst 
Road, N.E., everj- Wednesday evening. Lecturer: Mr. A. W. 
Madsen. 

GROUP 4. From five St. Paneras and Hampstead divisions 
at offices of West St. Pancras Liberal Association. 263. Hampstead 
Road. N.W., every Thursday evening. Lecturers: Messrs. 
C. J . Cawood and A. Lumley. 

GROUP 5. From extra Metropolitan divisions a t Essex Hall, 
Strand, W.C., every Friday evening. Lecturer : Mr. Frederick 
Verinder (General Secretary, English League, T.L.V.). 

Owing to the General Election all lectures after November 
19th have been postponed. 

SCOTTISH NOTES AND NEWS 
The Municipal Election in Glasgow has resulted in a signal 

triumph in the return of Mr. John Muir for the White Vale Ward. 
Mr. Muir for long years has been known as an able and devoted 
Single Taxer. He is widely respected in the East-end of Glasgow, 
as a representative Liberal and a public spirited citizen ; but 
in whatever circle he moves, he is recognised first and foremost 
as an uncompromising teacher of the gospel expounded in 
" Progress and Poverty," his only besetting sin being his extreme 
modesty. But for this, he might' have been in the Town Council 
long years ago. 

We do not expect our friend to splash around and 
make a noise in the manner of some of the demagogues, 
who have so wantonly afflicted the Council in recent years 
in the name of d< mocracv with their confused and con-
fusing tongues, but neither will he sit quietlv by when 
an opportunity avails itself to put before the Council and 
through it to the people of Glasgow, the cause of land and 
rating reform. He wiU, we are certain, in the near future do 
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something to re-establish a t the Council and in the public mind the 
municipal movement for the ra t ing of Land Values. And when 
the valuation of the land is effected, as it soon will be. Mr. Muir 
will have any number of supporters to help him to make Land 
Values the basis of local rating. The valuation of the land will 
s(>eak volumes and bring the new men with the new ideals of 
civic righteousness and freedom. 

The election this November was fought mainly on the question 
of the t ramway surplus. In nine out of ten wards contested, 
the candidates against using the t ramway surplus to reduce 
the rates were victorious, while several of the candidates who 
voted for the surplus being devoted to what ex-Lord Provost 
Chisholm correctly named a " grant in aid of the local landlords " 
were defeated. 

The series of meetings addressed by Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, 
M P., in the West of Scotland were a great success. The meeting 
in Hutches 'ntown (Glasgow) was rather poorly attended, 
'['his no doubt was partly due to the municipal election campaign, 

.and to the fact t h a t the Labour Pa r ty had organised a meeting 
in the same hall (St. Mungo Hall) for the following evening, at 
which Mr. G. N. Barnes, M.P., was to be the principal speaker. 
Mr. Barnes ocoupied the chair at Mr. Wedgwood's meeting, 
and delivered a rousing speech on the Taxat ion of Land Values, 
which was well reported by the local press. 

At the meetings addressed by Mr. Wedgwood at Maryhill, 
Ayr, Langside, Camlachie. Part ick, Saltcoats, and at the Glasgow 
University there were large and enthu-iastic audiences. In all 
t heae places he has made many friends a nd admirers w ho recognise 
in Mr. Wedgwood a man of sterling worth, and a sound social 
reformer. He will have a warm welcome whenever he chooses 
to return to Scotland. 

The members and friends of the Scottish League gave Mr. and 
Mrs. Wedgwood a complimentary reception on Saturday, 
November 5th, in the Arcade Cafe, 108, Argvle Street. There 
were 120 present. Mr. Alexander MaeKendrick. President of the 
l-eague. presiding. Mr. J o h n Paul proposed, " Our Guests." 
Mr. and Mrs. Wedgwood replied. The other speakers were 
ex-Bailie Bur t , Mr. William Cassels, Mr. David McLardy , Mr. 
John Muir, Mr. J . M Hogge, and Mr. J o h n Gordon. Miss Aster 
McLardy, Mr. Findlay and Mr. Allan Wilson entertained the 
company with a number of songs which were finely rendered. 
The meeting in every respect was a splendid success : Mr. 
Wedgwood paid the League a high compliment by saying " that 
nowhere out of Scotland could such a meeting of Single Taxers 
he held." 

The folio .ing meetings have been addressed by members of 
the League:—Mr. W. K. Brymer—Troon, Bo'ness, Patr ick, Irvine, 
Mauchline, Dairy, Beith. Anderson, Clydebank, Darvel. John 
Gordon—Langside, Bat te f ie ld . Alexander MacKendrick— 
Young Street U.F. Church. Calton, Eastern Co-operative, 
Townhead, Glasgow, Cathcart . Ex-Bailie Burt—Whitevale . 
Bellgrove, Calton, Bridgeton. William Casfels—Whitevale. 
G a ham Cassels—Calton, Newmilnns, Tolcross, Irvine. Robert 
Cissels—Carmyle. David McLardy—Bishopbriggs. G. B. 
Waddell—Bellgrove. Wm. D. Hamil ton—Sal tcoats 

MR. WEDGWOOD AT SALTCOATS. 
Under the auspices of the Liberal Associations of Ardrossan. 

Naltcoats and Stevenston, and the United Committee, a largely 
attended meeting was held in the Town Hall, Saltcoats, Nor th Ayr-
shire. on November 0th- Councillor J ames Fulton occupied the 
chair. Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood, M.P., was the principal speaker, 
and on the platform was a large and representative par ty of 
Liberals of the district. After the chairman's opening remarks, Mr. 
Wedgwood, who received a most hearty reception, gave, in the 
words of the ARPROSSAN HKRAI.D. " a full and lucid explanation 
of the principle of the taxat ion of land values, and of the benetit.-
to be derived from i t ," Several questions were put to Mr. 
Wedgwood, and answered by him. 

A resolution expressing high appreciation of Mr. Wedgwood's 
work in social reform movements and fur ther expressing approval 
of the 190-1 Budget, which secured complete valuation of land 
in the United Kingdom, the tirst essential of any policy of land 
reform, and urging the Government to seek an early opportuni ty 

of using the valuation for the purpose of levying a rate on land 
values in relief of existing rates, was moved by Mr. Morrison, 
seconded by Mr. Douglas, and carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Councillor Fawcett , a hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded Mr. Wedgwood. 

EDINBURGH. 
The Annual Report and Balance Sheet of the Edinburgh 

I-eague for 1909-10 has just been issued. It has been compiled 
by the hon. secretary, Geo. Arnott Eadie, S.S.C., and was sub-
mitted at the annual meeting of the League held in Oddfellow's 
Hall on 30th November. In Edinburgh and the East of Scotland, 
by means of lectures, debates, and the consistent spreading of 
l i terature among the electors, the League has kept the agitation 
for land values in the foreground, and thus prepared the electors 
on the question. Whenever desired, l i terature has been given 
for distribution, while our members gave regular lectures and 
addresses during the winter to various Literary, Labour, Socialist, 
and other bodies interested in the subject. 

At the Free Trade Congress in Antwerp, in August, 1910, 
Mr. W. J . Young represented the Edinburgh League. 

The League expresses its indebtedness to the United Committee 
for the Taxation of Land Values in London, and to the Scottish 
Liberal Association for their support and co-operation. 

The l eague has undertaken and issued a large nuinlicr of 
leaflets on its own behalf dealing with the Land Question. 

The report shows tha t much effective work has been done, 
and we must congratulate the members of the League for a 
successful year 's work. 

GLASGOW CORPORATION. 
LAND VALUES RESOLUTION. 

On November 17th, Bailie Alston moved a t a meeting of the 
Glasgow Corpora t ion: 

" That , having regard to the fac t s ( l ) t ha t the principle of the 
taxat ion of land values has been consistently supported by 
the Corporation with the view of securing to the city and the 
ra tepayers the benefit of such taxat ion, and (2) tha t the Govern-
ment are a t present collecting, or are in contemplation of 
collecting, information and all relative data as to the t rue 
valuation of all lands situated in urban and suburban districts 
throughout the country for the purpose of such taxation, the 
Corporation, following out their recognised policy in regard 
to this mat ter , resolve to petition Parliament to the effect 
tha t powers be granted to all local rating authorit ies throughout 
the country—country , urban, and town councils—to impose 
and levy on the new valuation a tax on the vnlue of land for 
local purposes, distinct and separate from the increment 
d u t y to be imposed and levied under the provisions of the 
Finance (1909-10) Act, 1910." 
Mr. Nicol seconded. Treasurer Graham moved the previous 

question and Mr. A. M'C'lure seconded. Mr. W. F. Anderson 
moved that the mat te r be remitted to a committee to discuss it 
in its various bearings. Mr. Duncan Graham seconded. 

Bailie Alston withdrew his motion in favour of tha t of Mr. 
W. F. Anderson. His reason for doing so was, he said, that ' . r . 
Anderson and certain others did not seem to understand the 
difference between the taxat ion of land values and the increment 
duty . 

On a division Mr. W. F. Anderson's motion was carried by 38 
to 28. 

It was agreed to remit the question to the Parliamentary Bills 
Committee, with the addition of Bailie Alston. 

THE LAND CLUB LEAGUE. 
At the annual meeting of the Land Club League, held on 

November 16th, the following resolution was passed :— 
" This meeting of the I .and Club League welcomes tho 

valuation of land under the Finance Act (1909—10) and resolves 
to do everything in its power to secure an accurate valuation, 
and to make tha t valuation available as a means of obtaining 
land for small holders at rents which will leave to them the full 
market ra te of interest on their capital, and a full reward for 
their labour, and also as a means of transferring the burden of 
rates and taxes from improvements to the value of land, thus 
bringing all land into use." 

Copies were sent to the Prime Minister, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and President of the Board of Agriculture. 
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WHAT T H E ENGLISH LEAGUE IS DOING. 

A few of the meetings announced in the November issue 
had, towards the end of the month, to be cancelled in conse-
quence of the dissolution. The following additional meetings 
have, however, to be reported :— 
Nov. 2.—St. Milan's Debating Society. T. W. Toovcy, C.C. 

„ 4.—Whitstable, Lilioral Association. A. Wilme Collier. 
„ 7.—Wells, Women's Liberal Association. Mrs. Pease. 
,, 7.—Silsden, Liberal Club. Fred. Skirrow. 
„ 8.—Thornton Heath. A. Wilme Collier. 
n —Hightown, Livcrsodge. William Thomson, J.P. 

16.—East, Finsbury Lilieral Association. Harry <le Pass. 
16.—Abbott's Langley. T. W. Toovcy, C.C. 

„ 16.—Haggorston, Canal Koid School. 11. (>. Chancellor, M.P. 
17.—Kensington, Blechyndcn Hall. H. <!. Chancellor, M.P. 
17.—Oak worth Liberal Club. William Thomson, J. P. 
18.—Hailsham Women's Liberal Association. Mrs. Pease 

and Harry White. 
22.—'WharnclitTe anil Silkstone Liberal Club. F. Skirrow. 
22.—South Islington. H. 0. Chancollor, M.P. 
23.—Hailsham, I-cague of Young Liberals. Harry White. | 
23.—Haggerston. II. G. Chancellor, M.I'., and P. W. Kalian, 

M.P. 
„ 2r>.—Haggerston, Scawfoll Street School. H. 0 . Chancellor, 

M.P. 
n 26.—Congregational Church, Burnt Ash Road, Leo. F. 

Verindor. 
„ 27.—Greenwich Ethical Society. W. Oh as. Wade. 

27.—Boot ht own Liberal Club. Fred. Skirrow. 
28.—Haggerston Road School. H. 0. Chancellor, V.P. 
28.—Blackburn I/iague of Young Liberals. F. Skirrow. 

„ 20.—Blackburn League of Young Liberals. F. Skirrow. 
30.—Brierfleld League of Young Liberals. F. Skirrow. 

A special circular has been posted to all momtiers of the • 
League, asking for (11 subscriptions towards election expenses; 
(2) personal help in distributing literature in the constituencies; 
(2) copies of candidates' election addresses. 

The President of the League, Mr. H. G. Chancellor, is again 
contesting the seat which ho won so brilliantly in January , 
and is again opposed by the Hon. Rupert Guinness, whom 
he then unseated. A contest on so old a register in a constituency 
like Haggerston is a specially difficult on . There are said to be 
4,000 removals on a register of 8,000. Members of the League 
who can give any help in Haggerston are earnestly requested 
to report themselves a t the Central Committee Rooms. 178. 
Kingsland Road, to Mr. R. J . Child, who is Mr. Chancellor's 
agent. 

Mr. E. G. Hemmerde, K.C., President of tho League last year, 
has resigned his candidature for East Denbighshire—a perfectly 
safe seat—in order to light a hard battle in Portsmouth. The 
members of the Portsmouth League for the Taxation of Land 
Values may be relied upqn to do their utmost for a candidate 
who has already rendered such eminent service to our cause. 
All members of the League who are within reach of Portsmouth 
are asked to give all the help they can to Mr. Hemmerde. 

A like appeal is made to local friends on behalf of the candida-
ture of Mr. Josiah C. Wedgwood (President. 1908-9) in Newcastle-
under-Lymo; of Mr. W. R. Lester, M-A. (President, 1907-8) 
in Mid Norfolk ; of Mr. J . H. Whitley (President, 1904-7) in 
Halifax. A number of other members are likelv to be candidates, 
but, a t the time of writing, many remain to be definitely adopted, 
and no full list of candidates is available. 

The General Secretary addressed, on November 1st, a meeting 
of the Central London Branch of the Women's Labour League, 
in placo of Mrs. Marjory Pease, who had been announced to 
speak, but was unable to lie present. The Branch subsequently 
adopted the following resolution: " T h i s meeting recognises 
and appreciates the prinoiple of tho separate Valuation of 1-and : 
it earnestly urges the Goverment to continue this policy, by 
making titxes on Land Values available for public needs, especially 
in substitution for the remaining duties on food." The resolution 
has lieen sent to the Prime Minister, the Chancollor of the 
Exchequer, and to the leaders of the Labour. Irish and Con- | 
servativo parties. 

T h e RICHMOND LIBERAL MONTHLY ( N o v e m b e r ) m a k e s a 
strong appeal to the local Free Traders, who are reorganising 
the Surrey Branch of the Free Trade Union, to extend their 
objects so as to cover the securing of real Free Trade. The 

argument is reinforced by a long extract from the League's 
latest pamphlet, " Free Trade and Land Values." 

Mr. Verinder was announced to deliver the following^ course of 
lectures to open air speakers of the London Liberal Federation 
at Essex Hal l :— 
Nov. 4.—" Land and Taxation : Historical Sketch." 

11.—" Land Values and the Budget of 1909-10." 
18.—" Land Values and Free Trade." 
25.—" Land Values and Housing." 

Dec. 2.—" Lend Values and Unemployment."^ 
,, 9.—" Land Values and Rating Reform." 

16.—" Land, Labour and Monopoly." 
Owing to the sudden announcement of a December election 

the lectures had to be suspended after November 18th. 

T h e WILLESDEN CITIZEN of N o v e m b e r 1 1 t h c o n t a i n s a 
three-column report of an address given by Mr. Chancellor at 
the People's Hall on " An Ideal City and how to Get i t ," 

A Spanish memlier of the League has sent us a Spanish 
version of " T h e Land Song." He is nowengagedin tran-latin. 
"The Story of my Dictatorship." 

There is still some uncertainty about the meetings already 
arranged for December. Some of them may have to be post 
poned, or the arrangements altered, to suit the exigencies of a 
General Election. I t is certain tha t a very large number of 
addresses will lie arranged and delivered in connection with the 
election itself. 

D E C E M B E R M E E T I N G S . 
Thur. 1.—Blackburn league of Young Liberals. Fred. Bkirrow. 
Sat. 3.—Sevenoaks Liberal Association. Central Hall. Fredk. 

Verinder, " Rural Districts and Land Value 
Taxation." 8 p.m. 

Mon. 5.—Ascension Working Men's Society, Baxter Road, 
Custom House, E. W. G. S. Coad. " Those 
Wretched Rates ! " 8 p.m. 

Barnslcy Trades and Labour Council. Fred. Skirrow. 
Tues. 6.—Central Finsbury, Women's Liberal Association. Fredk. 

Verinder, " Woman's Interest in the Land 
Question." 8 p.m. 

Thurs. 8.—Peterborough Liberal Forwards. Fredk. Verinder. 
Kcighlcy Y.M.C.A. William Thomson, .T.P. 

Turs. 13.—Surbiton and District I.L.P., Hall adjoining Coffee 
Room, 38, Brighton Road. Fredk. Verinder. 
" The Land Question and the Unemployed. 
8 p.m. 

Thurs. 15.—Peckham Liberal Radical and Progressive Association. 
Woods Road School. Fredk. Verinder, " Land 
and Labour." 8 15 p.m. 

Sun. 18.—Men's open meeting, Anerlev Congregational Church. 
Fredk. Verindcr, " The Land Question and the 
Unemployed." 3 p.m. 

U N I T E D COMMITTEE. 
The following meetings have been addressed during the month 

in addition to the class meeting of the Open-Air Speakers 
League of the London Liberal Federation :— 
Nov. 1.—Finchley Ratepayers' Association. C. J . Cawood. 

„ 2.—Langford, Beds. John Orr and P. J . Cawood. 
„ 4.—Haggerston. Harry dc Pass. 
„ 7.—Putney. Harry de Pass. 

10.—North Kensington. Harry de Pass. 
10.—Norwood W.L.A. C. J. Cawood. 
13.—Harringay P.S.A. John Orr. 

„ 16.—East Finsbury. Harry de Pass. 
„ 16.—Croydon Lcaguo of Young Liberals. A. W. Madsen. 

17.—Fulham. A. W. Madsen. 
„ 18.—Konilworth (Warwickshire). Harrv de Pass. 

19.—Muswell Hill. Harry de Pass. 
19.—Eccles W.L.A. A. W. Madsen. 
21.—Rochester (afternoon). Harry de Pass. 

Chislehurst (evening). Harry dc Pass. 
„ 23.—South Kensington. Harry do Pass. 

But in saying that Great Britain is in the lead, we do not allude 
to legislation. The land taxes over which British politics are 
convulsed are much below the land taxes which the American 
States impose and actually collect. What really makes the 
British land tax movement a Henry George as well as a Lloyd 
George movement, is not the petty tax burdens the Liberal 
Party is imjioeing on land values, and which the British landed 
interests have been desperately resisting, but the reasons pro 
claimed for doing it.—THE PUBIC. Chicago. November 18th 
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C O L O N I A L A N D F O R E I G N . 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Mr \V H Rebbeck, who kindly keeps us posted with events 

in Western Australia, writes that the Labour Par ty are now in 
full possession of the Government in the Commonwealth with 
L i>ledtied majori ty in both Houses to support them. The cine 
measure of interest to Land Reformers is, of course, the Land 
Tax' measure which is now being discussed. Unfortunately 
there is no principle underlying the Bill which can be supported 
enthusiastically by single taxers. Introduced for the purpose 
of breaking up large estates is the plea pu t forward, but the 
Bill applies to city lands which are put to use and are no t l a rge 
estates' Then it is hampered with an exemption of £5,000 
capital value, which quite destroys the value of the Bill, t h e 
debates have clearly shown tha t few of the Federal members 
1, .ye given any study to the economic aspect of land taxation. 
Taxation of wealth, 'regardless of the method of its acquisition, 
is the principle of the Labour Government. The opposition are 
Hist as much at sea regarding the principle involved. 

Mr Alfred Deakin, the late Prime Minister, speaking a month 
ago on the Bill, said one thing was certain : the poor landlord 
would have to pay as he could not pass the tax on to the tenant . 
The Mayor of Melbourne last week said on the same question 
that one of the first results of the passing of this Bill would be 
that landlords would a t once raise the rents of tenants all round 
to make up the tax. 

If the leaders of the politicians speak like this, what must 
the common people think ? 

Still another important reason why reformers are not 
anxious to see this Bill passed is t ha t it infringes the rights 
of the several States. Centralisation of power always means 
curtailment of Liberty. Therefore those who love liberty are 
against handing over 'more power to the central Government 
Mr Rebbeck fullv believes tha t if this measure could be held 
over they would 'get a more just Bill from the various States 
within a" few years. However, there is no chance of tha t 
happening. Land Reformers in Australia must do as Land 
Reformers are doing with the Budget in Britain, which is not 
all to their liking—make the best of it. I t is expected the tax 
will bring in one and a half million a year, which is a good sum 
to take out of the landlords' cake, even if not on the lines U n d 
Reformers sincerely desire. . . .. 

In this State we are on the verge of a political crisis, and all 
U n d Reformers are uniting to get our basis of local Government 
taxation to include, as in New South Wales, the r ight to tax 
on land values, and also an increase on our present halfpenny 
unimproved land values tax. . 

In spite of arbitration acts and other d e v i c e s there is no 
diminution in the number of labour disputes. W hen will the 
workers cease tinkering with effects and strike at the cause— 
U n d Monopoly ? 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
The Sydney Single Tax League have instituted a Press Bureau 

on similar lines to the one in connection with the I nited Com-
mittee Mr A G. Huie, the hard-working secretary of the 
l.eague. is sending out to the New South Wales papers some 
excellent matter . We have just received a batch of letters 
and articles. Several of the articles criticise very effective]iv the 
lack of principle in the Commonwealth U n d Tax Bill brought 
in by the U b o u r Government, and the £5,000 exemption One 
letter to the papers gives a brief sketch of the Lord Advocate 
(Right Hon. Alex. Ure. K.C., M.P.), an extract from one of his 
speeches, and particulars concerning the pet.Uon signed by 
134 members of Parliament, recently addressed to t h e G o v e r ^ 
ment in this country, for abolishing the breakfast- table duties 
and substituting land values taxation. 

According to a TIMES cable of October 26th, Mr. Nielsen, 
Secretary for U n d s , states that from Janua ry 1st next no more 
freehold" titles to land will be granted. Nothing, however, will 
lie done to dis turb the form of tenure of present landlioklers. 

NEW ZEALAND. 
After a good voyage Mr. Arthur Withy, who at the invitation 

of some friends of" the single tax movement in New Zealand . !* 
to undertake a campaign there in favour of land values taxation 
arrived at Auckland during the first week in October. On his 
way he addressed gatherings of Single Taxers at Adelaide and 

Melbourne, and two indoor and an open-air Sunday meeting a t 
Sydney. Writing of Melbourne and Sydney he says the single 
taxers there are determined to push the lighting. They are 
" getting toge the r " well in Victoria, and we may hear great 
things from them soon. . , „ ,, 

Mr. Withy delivered his first lecture in the St. James Hall 
Auckland, on October 4th. A " Welcome ' soiree WM held M 
his honour on October 10th, and on October 17th he attended 
a Conference a t Wellington. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
F I R S T LABOUR BUDGET. 

When last year the South Australian U b o u r N y » 
successful at the polls and a Labour Ministry formed, we heard 
W h satisfaction that Mr. C r a w f o r d Vaughan had been entrusted 
with the honourable position of Treasurer or. as it would lie 
called in this country. Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Mr. Vaughan understands the Taxation o! U i d \ • l u « 
sufficiently well to know that the direct cause o he• « * w l J h 
tha t at tend our advancing civilisation. 
with progress, and in the newer countries enabling forestalment 
o recede, hinder and exploit settlement, is the recogmtuin d 

private property in land, and of the right or power of the private 
Individual to appropriate to himself its publicly created rental 
value And that all the advantages of the exclusive possession 
of land might he reconciled with the justice of recognising he 
equal rights of all to the use of the land and to a share o he 
natural bounties, bv the simple method of substituting for the 
taxation now imposed upon 
and the earnings, processes and methods of industry—a t x 
upon the un ,np?oved value of land, whether in full use part,a ly 
u £ d or entirely withheld from use. As Treasurer, however 
Z u g h his speech might indicate his own ideals, his proposals 
would onlv s W how far he had succeeded in getting his views 
endorsed by his colleagues and by the Par ty with which he was 
acting And af ter carefully reading his speech and studying 
ht proposals, with some knowledge of the country ant i s past 
history we must express our conviction that by his first Budget 
and Budget speech Mr. Vaughan has shown himself worthy of his 
t r a i n i n g a n d C e a r n c d the grateful thanks of the Land Reformers 
0 fForC r ' c o n u n g y e a r - 1 9 1 0 1 1 - M r . V a u g U ^ e s t i n i a t e d the 
Expenditure at £3.900.320 and the Revenue a t £3,908,338. showing 

« . , i f PO <W»Q a 
i W , : n i 0 , i W 0 i i i w i i i i . " v . v 

an estimated surplus of £ 8 . 0 9 8 - a somewhat narrow margin 
He raised the exemption under the Income 
£300 involving a loss to the revenue of about £17,000 , and 
remitted the Stamp Receipt Tax, involving another loss of 
r emi t t a l ni t UM t , „.'.. To make good the deficiency 
revenue of approximately £17,UW. "> mam fc reduction 
caused bv these remissions and in order to allow for a reduction 

I ' v freights to an extent of £75.000, the all-round land tax 
was increased by | d . in the pound, that is, from | d . to 1 d 

Mr Vatiglian formulated the taxation policy of the l.aboui 
Government in the following trenchant words:— 

•' ^ e taxation proposals of the Government are designed to 
take the burden from industry and production, and place it 

n values created by the energy of the people and the expend.-
public money. It is manifestly unfair a n d a g a i n s t t h e 

interests of the State that the man who uses his land, who 
devclopes the capabilities of the soil, whose energies convert 
waste spaces into habitable and productive areas, should be 
penalised by oppressive and inquisitorial methods of taxation, 
'while The speculator, who benefits by these pioneering efforts 
and the value of whose lands is equally enhanced by the railways 
w i t h t h a t of the genuine land user, should so largely escape 

U And in defending the increase in the U n d Tax he said : -
" T h e relief afforded the primary producer by the reduction 

in railway freights, as well as by the increased road grants 
and the remission of the income tax will more than compensate 
the average land user for the extra tax upon the unimproved 
value of his land. It must not Is- forgotten that one acre in 
William Street is worth many hundreds of thousands of acres of 
farming land in the country, and tha t a large portion of the 
2 d land values tax must fall upon city and suburban acres 
c o u n t d o w n lands, and rich pastoral areas, while the mam relief 
afforded bv the reduction of railway freights w. 1 go to the man 
upon the loi1. Such a tax as I have proposed will bring into 
cultivation large tracts of land held under fee simple, and under 
lease bv"pecu la to r s who are waiting for the pioneer to show 
whTt' the country is capable of producing. t will add largely to 
the railway revenue, and so stimulate production and increase 
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d e m a n d for commodi t ies , by sett l ing people genuinely upon the 
soil, t h a t t r a d e m u s t increase and the condit ion of the general 
worker be i m p r o v e d . " 

In addi t ion t o the increase of the all-round Land Tax , Mr. 
V a u g h a n in t roduced " an increment tax similar to tha t which 
is now the law of Grea t Bri ta in," a tax of 20 per cent, upon the 
increment value. " Such a t a x , " he argued, " will secure an 
hones t assessment, and it will give to the S ta t e merely one-fifth 
of the added value which the services of tho Sta te have conferred 
upon t he land held by the indiv idual ." H e fu r the r pointed out 
t h a t the land speculator does not have to pay income tax on the 
increased value given to his land, nor on the profit he derived 
when selling his land , and , therefore, it is only fair t h a t he should 
pay some tax . Mr. Vaughan concludcd his speech with the 
following e loquent perorat ion :— 

" This year promises to eclipse all records, ami if na tu re 
smiles for ano ther m o n t h the harvest should r each—I say it 
with some hes i ta t ion—near ly 30 million bushels. Had seasons 
are as inevi table as the revolut ion of the ea r th , but the genius 
of the people will rise superior to the vicissitudes of n a t u r e ; of 
t h a t 1 have no doub t . Our pol icy—the policy U|K)II which the 
Budge t is f ramed—is tha t those who labour and toil, whether on 
the f a rm or in the factory , and by their energy produce the 
nat ional wealth, shall in t he fu tu r e share more adequate ly 
in the proceeds of their own labour t han they have done in the 
past . (Cheers.) Is i t in vain to hope t h a t some of the considera-
tion h i ther to bestowed upon the product ion of wealth will be 
devoted to solving the greater and far more menacing problem of 
its equi table d is t r ibut ion T (Hear , hear.) T h a t t ime will be 
expedi ted by the adop t ion of a wise and jus t financial policy. 
Then wo will reach tho happy per iod— 

When wealth no moro will rest in mounted heaps, 
But amit with freer light shall slowly melt, 
And fat ten lower hands, 
And right shall spread. 
And man be likor man, 
Through all tho seasons of tho golden year ." 

W'e would again cordially congra tu la te Mr. Vaughan upon his 
speech and tho policy it inaugurated . South Austral ia is to be 

DEMOCRATIC 
DELUSIONS 

Is the title of a series of articles now 
tunning through " T h e O p e n R o a d , " 
and written by a memlier of the Knglish 
League for the Taxation of I .and Values. 
These articles are designed to let a little 
daylight into the minds of those who 
piofess and call themselves reformers, 
but who unhappily hap|>en to have got 
on the wrong track so far as the Land 
Question' is concerned. 

"THE OPEN ROAD" 
is a Monthly Magazine concerned with 
Education, Health, Social 
Questions and Religion; 
It can therefore hardly fail to appeal 
to Land I.cagUers. 
Now, considering this announcement will 
appear for six months, and represents a 
good will gift, not from the writer of the 
articles but from another Land Leaguer 
who wishes to press forward the propa-
ganda of " Tiik Ol'KN ROAD," you may 

• l>c certain it is worth your while to send 
four penny stamps to . . . 

T H E P U B L I S H E R , " T h e Open Road," 
3, A m e n Corner, London. E.C., 

for a specimen copy and other pamphlets. 
Having sampled one copy you will 
certainly send J,- to secure "TIIK O r s s 
ROAD " post free for 12 months. 

congra tu la ted on the fact tha t men holding and avowing 
such view s are ent rus ted with the highest public positions at the 
disposal of its citizens. L. H. B 

UNITED STATES. 
MR. H E N R Y G E O R G E , JUNR., R E T U R N E D TO 

CONGRESS. 
MR. GEORGE CHANOED Republ ican m a j o r i t y of over Sfotj 

into a Democrat ic m a j o r i t y of over 2,300. 
Mr. Thomas Scanlon, Secretary of the Tariff Reform Co„i-

mit tee of the New York Reform Club (in the Uni ted States 
of course, Tariff Reform means the movement for the reduction 
and abolition of tariffs), writing f rom New York City about the 
elections for Congressional seats t ha t has jus t t aken place, says 

Of course, you h a v e heard all abou t our grea t democratic 
victory which means an early reduct ion of the tariff. . . . But 
you will be part icular ly glad t o know tha t we have elected 
Henry George, J i nr. , to Congress. Yes, and elected him not 
by a mere par t isan vote bu t openly a s an avowed and aggiessiv. 
Free Trader and Single Taxer. Indeed when one considers that 
the district for which he was elected is one of t he most con 
servat ive in New York , and tha t his opponent , an estimable 
man and one who stood high in the councils of his p a r t y , and had 
six years ' Congressional experience to his credit , had carried the 
seat by 9,000 major i ty on the last occasion, the victory is enough 
to set one thinking. George put the Single Tax and Free Trade 
in the forefront of his canvass. " Do vou adhere to the principles 
of your fa ther ? " asked a voter when " h e c k l i n g " George 

Certainly I do , " replied George. " Do you believe in Free 
t r a d e ? " I do ." " Do you believe in Single T a x ? " " W i t h 
my last b rea th . " The above is an indication of the perfect 
f rankness with which George avowed his " unpopular " doctrines 
11 he fact is tha t these doctrines are much more popular t han our 
diplomat ic reformers suspect. At all events the plain fact is 
tha t ( .eorge won his seat upon these very issues, and this start l ing 
ins tance—star t l ing even to all of us. including George himself— 
suggests the inquiry whether the bolder policy is not the more 
successful, and whether our own t imidi ty is not 'a g rea te r obstruc-
tion to us than the public indifference." 

The great influence t h a t helped George and helped the 
democrat ic movement generally is the high cost of living. 
\ o u r emember the pregnant sentence of J o h n Bright , telling 
abou t the repeal of the Corn Laws, " Famine itself against 
which we had warred, joined us." So it was here. Not all the 
argument in the world could have been more effective than the 
widespread, visible hardship of the consumer, which he feels 
is due to the tariff, and which has shaken his fai th in the whole 
doctr ine of Protect ion, since he had long been t a u g h t to believe 
tha t there could be no hard times under Protect ion. 

The papers all spoke kindly of George and recommended his 
election, even some who, like t he NEW YORK TIMES, have no 
s y m p a t h y with Single Tax. He is sure to do a lot of useful 
work in Congress and we are very glad to have such a repre-
senta t ive there to keep his eye upon what goes on and to keep 
us informed as to same. 

B O O K R E V I E W . 
L A N D R E F O R M I N T H E O R Y AND PRACTICE.* 

Mr. J . Dundas White , in his new pamphlet , has provided us 
with a most useful little handbook on the land question Need-
less to say, the " L a n d R e f o r m " he discusses is the reform of 
land tenure by the t axa t ion and ra t ing of I .and Values In 
Ins t r ea tmen t of the subject , he deals lucidlv and comprehensively 
with all the issues involved. He emphasises the impor tance of 
enabling the people to make the best use of the national resources 
of their count ry , and explains the only means bv which this can 
lie effected. 

In his chapte r on the incidence of rat ing. Mr. Whi te throws 
out several valuable suggestions. Who is to be liable for the 
tax or ra te on I j t n d Values, the occupier or the owner ? Are 
existing cont rac ts to be respected f Mr. White argues for a period 
of t ransi t ion with a t ime limit of twentv-one vears on long 
leases and feus, a f t e r which each person sharing the land value 
would pay his proport ion of the tax direct. 

There is a preface by Mr. Lloyd Geoiye. who pays a well 
deserved t r ibu te to Mr. J . Dundas Whi te s abil i tv to write on the 
subject . 

„ „ t*nrt Reform in Thf.n-r u d Practice." hv Jarae* Dumliu< White I I 11 
M.P . : with a Profar, by <h« U.Rht Hon. Dm ,d Lloyd Geom,. M V 
price Id., by the Ututtd Committee for the T.inticu of Ijjnd viluen ' 
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