
Wikidata and WFD reporting



Program
09.30 – 10.00 Coffee
10.00 – 10.10 Introduction and presentation of 
participants 
10.10-10.30 General information about the project 
(Niklas)
10.30-11.30 Introduction to the Wiki-world (André)
11.30-12.00 Questions and discussions on above 
(Niklas)
12.00-13.00 Lunch 
13.00-15.30 Discussions regarding the project (All)
- Way forward after this meeting?



Introduction and presentation of 
participants 



General information about the 
project 

Niklas Holmgren



Background

Water Information System Sweden (WISS) started 
in 2006:
- Water bodies (25 000)
- Monitoring stations  (20 000)
- Protected areas (3 000)
- Measures per water body (200 000)

Export from the system – XML to ReportNet



1% of Swedish population visited WISS 2013
Users:

• General public
• Municipalities: Physical planning, decision 

support, supervision
• Consultants: Environmental Impact 

Assessments, …
• Researchers and students.  
• Officers at national and regional authorities 

handling permits, subsidies, environmental 
planning,..

• NGO: Information used at risc for exploitations
• …





The same lake – in Wikipedia (2013)



Crowd sourcing - photos



Linking WISS-Wikipedia (2015)

WISS Wikipedia



Wiki family evolves technically

- Initially manual editing Wikipedia
- Bot-generated articles
- Wikidata - “the sum of all human knowledge” 

which amongst others replaces Freebase 
(Google)



WFD reporting – more public exposure

• Large efforts done to collect water related data 
made by public spendings.

• The largest dictionary today is Wikipedia
• Reporting done structured – XML.
• Wikidata is ”fresh” and setting up the data 

definitions is propably easier now than later.
• Wikipedia can expose data from Wikidata.



Project plan 
March-August
Agree on what items and statements to be used based on the 
reporting guidance.
Open up discussion with Wikimedia foundation and implement 
items and statements in Wikidata.
September-October
Import testdata in Wikidata and make test Wikimedia articles
November-December
Import national data for Sweden and Norway into Wikidata and 
create template articles
2017
Refine Wiki articles and propose how to make the same 
exercise on European scale.



Todays meeting – proposed questions

- What information in the WFD-reporting is of 
interest in Wikidata?

- Will the member states share the reported data to 
Wikidata/the public as CC0?

- Technical aspects of extracting data from 
Reportnet to Wikidata?

- Way forward after this meeting?


