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Top Stories

Adventurer Sir Edmund Hillary 
dies aged 88

Shimon Peres discusses the 
future of Israel
Shimon Peres, President of Israel, 

discusses Iran, the 
Palestinian peace 
process and Israeli 
culture in an 
exclusive interview 
with David 

Shankbone.
http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Shimon_Peres_discuss
es_the_future_of_Israel

Featured story

Hezbollah network Al-Manar 
available to wider 
international audience
Hezbollah network Al-Manar is 
now available to citizens of Asia, 
Australia, Africa, the Middle East, 

and most of 
Europe. "It 
spreads 
Hezbollah and 
Iranian values of 

radical Islam," said Dr. Reuven 
Erlich, head of the Terrorism 
Information Center in Herzliya, 
Israel.

Wikipedia Current Events

Lithuanian Government confirms 
nuclear waste site 

•Snow falls in Baghdad, Iraq, for 
the first time in a century. 

•Former U.S. track and field 
athlete Marion Jones is sentenced 
to 6 months in prison for lying 
about performance enhancing 
drug usage and her role in a 
check fraud scheme.

FC Bayern Munich sign Jürgen 
Klinsmann as new coach
Former German national coach 
Jürgen Klinsmann has been signed 
as the new Bayern Munich coach 
for the 2008/2009 Bundesliga 
season. This will mark Klinsmann's 
first managerial position at club 
level, succeeding current coach 
Ottmar Hitzfeld.

Over the past few months 
Klinsmann was being considered 
for various coach positions after 
reforming the German national 
team and finishing 3rd at the 2006 
Football World Cup as coach of the 
German national team. Previously 
there had been reports that he 
was looking at Newcastle, Chelsea, 
Tottenham and there also was a 
possibility for him to be Steve 
McClaren's successor as the 
national coach for the English 
football team.

Klinsmann will be returning to the 
club where he played from 1995 
till 1997 and won a UEFA 
championship, a German league 
championship and a League Cup. 
Klinsmann's contract will start on 

July 1, 2008.

"No treaty withdrawal", says 
Lakota elder
The Lakota Freedom Delegation, 
which in December declared that 
the Lakota people were 
withdrawing from their treaties 
with the United States and 
reasserting their sovereignty as an 
independent state, is acting 
without the support of the Treaty 
Council, the traditional 
government of the Lakota, 
Wikinews has learned.

Wikinews spoke with Floyd Looks-
For-Buffalo Hand, an Oglala Lakota 
Treaty Delegate and Elder, also an 
author and a spiritual leader in the 
indigenous Lakota religion, and 
who is also blood uncle to Lakota 
Freedom Delegation member 
Canupa Gluha Mani.

The Lakota Freedom Delegation 
has claimed that, while the BIA-
recognized tribal governments of 
the Lakota have not supported 
them, the Lakota Freedom 
Delegation's authority extends 
from support by the Treaty Council 
of the Elders of Lakota as well as 
from the 1974 International Indian 
Treaty Council.

"There was no treaty withdrawal. 
It was three people."

"Russell Means and Duane Martin 
[Canupa Gluha Mani] and that lady 
[Phyllis Young], they do not speak 
for the nation. You've got to have 
consensus" among the eight tribes 
of the Lakota, he said, which the 
Lakota Freedom Delegation has 
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not obtained. Mr. Hand stated that 
he was speaking as a tribal 
delegate with the consensus of the 
Oglala Treaty Delegation and his 
chief, Oliver Red Cloud.
 
Hand furthermore called the treaty 
withdrawal event a "publicity 
stunt" and that furthermore the 
1974 meeting was not 
authorization to act on behalf of 
the Lakota people. While Means, 
Canupa Gluha Mani, and the rest 
of the delegation "have free 
speech" and can do as they wish, 
he said, the Elders of Lakota 
"stated that they should remove 
hemselves from treaty territory", 
that is, the Reservations inhabited 
by the Lakota. But "they're still 
living here" (Canupa Gluha Mani 
has been residing in Asheville, 
North Carolina since the treaty 
withdrawal press conference on 19 
December).

When asked if the above decisions 
represented the consensus of the 
whole Treaty Council, Hand stated, 
"we all do the same because we're 
all fullbloods. We all speak our own 
language."

Hand went on to explain, though, 
that the Treaty Council was 
planning to reconsider the Lakota's 
arrangement with the United 
States government. The Treaty 
Council of all eight Lakota tribes, 
which will meet on 28-30 January 
2008, will consider whether to "sit 
down to negotiate" with the 
federal government. Members of 
the Lakota Freedom Delegation are 
expected to take part in that 
meeting. European-Americans, 
Hand said, are "not honoring" the 
1851 and 1868 treaties which 
connected the Lakota to the United 
States, and noted that the Lakota 
were the only people to "conquer" 
the United States during the 
Indian Wars of the 19th century.

The arrangement with the United 
States, which he called a 
"contract", "handcuffs us through 
the federal programs". On their 
own, Hand said, "if we rely on a 
sovereign nation as a nation, 
relating to other nations with our 
economic development I think we 
can survive." Hand noted that one 
possibility under consideration was 
asserting the right to negotiate 
independently of the US 
government with foreign powers in 
areas such as airport access 
rights. The Lakota, he said, would 
charge foreign airlines half what 
the United States charges to make 
use of airports on Lakota soil. "We 
can be well off," he argued.

In another contradiction of the 
Lakota Freedom Delegation's 
program, Hand said that the 
Treaty Delegations "don't want 
technology on our reservation".

However, his primary concern was 
environmentalism. People of 
European descent are "taking too 
much out of Mother Earth", he 
said, making reference to ongoing 
environmental effects of uranium 
mining which has long been a 
contentious issue on the Lakota 
reservations. The Treaty 
Delegation's goal, he said, is 
"preserving the land and animals 
and letting the water remain free."

Hand also expressed hope for 
ethnic solidarity among the non-
European peoples of the world. "All 
the people of color in this world 
will go for unity and understanding 
and peace" if they overthrow the 
Europeans and establish their own 
governments, he said.

Hamas leader criticizes Bush's 
Middle East visit
One of the leaders of the Islamist 
Hamas movement on Friday said 
President Bush's visit to Israel and 
the Palestinian territories would 

only end up hurting Palestinians.

Hamas militants and their 
supporters in the Gaza Strip 
staged noisy demonstrations over 
the past few days as President 
Bush held talks with Israeli and 
Palestinian officials, trying to 
"nudge" them forward towards a 
peace deal by the end of his 
presidency.

Hamas rejects any such peace deal 
and refuses to recognize Israel. 
The group is considered a terrorist 
organization by the international 
community.

Speaking after Friday prayers in 
Gaza City, Hamas leader Ismail 
Haniyeh said President Bush's visit 
was meant to reinforce Palestinian 
divisions.
 
It was made clear that Haniyeh did 
not support Bush's visit he said 
"Bush gave Israel all the required 
pledges to solidify its occupation 
and to wipe out basic Palestinian 
rights and sacred issues, while he 
gave the Palestinians more 
illusions and slogans, and loose 
words that only express the 
deception which has characterized 
this visit."

Haniyeh says Mr. Bush's visit is 
sowing the seeds for an internal 
Palestinian war, and he called U.S. 
policy in the region a failure.

Hamas seized power in Gaza in a 
violent takeover last June, ousting 
Fatah forces loyal to Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas.

Since then the Palestinian 
territories have been divided, with 
Hamas in control of Gaza and 
Fatah in control in the West Bank. 
President Abbas has appointed a 
caretaker government in the West 
Bank that has received widespread 
recognition, and he resumed peace 
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negotiations with Israel.

One of Mr. Abbas' senior 
negotiators in talks with the 
Israelis is Saeb Erekat. He says on 
balance Palestinians who support 
the peace process welcomed Mr. 
Bush's visit, but now it is up to 
Israelis and Palestinians to 
advance the process.

"There are things he said we agree 
with, there are things he said we 
disagree with. Now, as far as 
decisions required, for the issues 
of Jerusalem, borders, 
settlements, refugees, water, 
security and prisoners, these 
decisions must be done and made 
by Palestinians and Israelis, 
nobody else," said Erekat.

During his visit to the area, 
President Bush called on Israel to 
end its occupation of Palestinian 
lands but he also said one of the 
biggest obstacles to peace is in 
Gaza, and that Palestinians must 
be able to show Israel they can 
control security in their areas.

Opposition calls for mass 
rallies across Kenya
Kenya's political opposition says 
mediation efforts with the 
government over Kenya's flawed 
December elections have collapsed 
and the opposition is now calling 
for mass rallies across the country 
next week.

Orange Democratic Movement 
(ODM) Secretary-General Anyang 
Nyongo called for Kenyans in 
towns around Kenya to gather for 
three days of protests next week, 
in a move that it hopes will mimic 
the Ukrainian revolution that led to 
the overturning of flawed election 
results.

Just minutes after the plan was 
announced, Kenya's police 
commissioner said the rallies 

would not be allowed.

Leaders of the opposition laid 
blame for the country's political 
deadlock in the lap of President 
Mwai Kibaki's government which 
says the opposition should bring 
its complaints to court. Opposition 
leaders says that the vote count, 
which has been surrounded by 
allegations of rigging, was a 
violation of the constitution and 
that the courts are in Mr. Kibaki's 
pocket.

Flanked by opposition presidential 
candidate Raila Odinga and ODM 
lawmakers who won parliamentary 
seats, Nyongo called the vote-
rigging and the government's 
stance a betrayal of the rights of 
all Kenyans.

"The Kibaki side does not want a 
just solution," he said. "It is hell-
bent on clinging to power 
regardless of the verdict of the 
people of Kenya. The Kibaki side 
wants only to dictate terms that 
we should follow. There are no 
compromises and no second 
thoughts about what they have 
done. Talks are just an opportunity 
for them to delay and silence us, 
while they consolidate themselves 
in power."

At least 500 people have been 
killed and more than 250,000 
displaced in violence that erupted 
since Kenya's vote, and neither 
side has shown any willingness to 
compromise. On Thursday, Ghana 
President John Kufuor left Kenya 
after failing to achieve a deal 
between the two sides.
 
President Kibaki has named 
several members of his new 
Cabinet despite the controversy 
over the vote, which international 
observers say appears to have 
been rigged. Almost all of those 
appointed are political allies, a fact 

that the opposition has said is 
proof of his unwillingness to 
compromise.

The government says it is 
committed to constructive 
dialogue, but opposition leader 
Nyongo says that is a sham.

"Stealing is still going on, cheating 
is still going on, and quite 
honestly, Kibaki should be 
embarrassed to be, embarrassed 
every day by the fact that he 
stole," he added. "I don't think it's 
a very good sign to be a head of 
state who has the extra title of 
eminent thief."

Meanwhile on Thursday, former 
United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan was to arrive with 
several prominent African leaders 
to try to broker a compromise. Mr. 
Odinga's team has said it only 
wants talks to take place through 
a mediator, while President Kibaki 
has insisted on face-to-face 
negotiations.

Snow falls in Baghdad for first 
time in 100 years
Snow has fallen in Baghdad, Iraq 
for the first time in aproximately 
100 years. Although Baghdad 
sometimes sees hail and sleet, 
snow has never been seen in 
memory.

Snow was also recorded in the 
western and central parts of the 
country, where it is also very 
unusual, and in the Kurdish north, 
which is mountainous and 
commonly sees snowfall.

A statement by the meteorology 
department read "Snow has fallen 
in Baghdad for the first time in 
about a century as a result of two 
air flows meeting. The first one 
was cold and dry and the second 
one was warm and humid. They 
met above Iraq."
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Dawood Shakir, director of the 
meteorology department, told AFP 
his take on the causation of the 
snow: "It's very rare. Baghdad has 
never seen snow falling in living 
memory. These snowfalls are 
linked to the climate change that is 
happening everywhere. We are 
finding some places in the world 
which are warm and are supposed 
to be cold."

Temperatures in some parts of the 
country fell below freezing, 
compared to winters that are 
normally mild in a climate that 
sees summer temperatures of 120 
degrees. Snow fell in the capital 
city from prior to dawn until just 
after 9 am local time. The flakes 
failed to provide a covering of 
snow, instead melting quickly. 
However, many local people still 
had positive things to say about 
the once in a lifetime event.

Mohammed Abdul-Hussein, a 63-
year-old in retirement, commented 
"For the first time in my life I saw 
a snow-rain like this falling in 
Baghdad. When I was young, I 
heard from my father that such 
rain had fallen in the early '40s on 
the outskirts of northern Baghdad 
but snow falling in Baghdad in 
such a magnificent scene was 
beyond my imagination."

Fawzi Karim, who runs a small 
restaurant in Hawr Rajab, six miles 
from Baghdad said "I asked my 
mother, who is 80, whether she'd 
ever seen snow in Iraq before, and 
her answer was no... This is so 
unusual, and I don't know whether 
or not it's a lesson from God," 
while college student Talib Haider 
said "a friend of mine called me at 
8 a.m. to wake me up and tell me 
that the sky is raining snow. I 
rushed quickly to the balcony to 
see a very beautiful scene. I tried 
to film it with my cell phone 

camera. This scene has really 
brought me joy. I called my other 
friends and the morning turned 
out to be a very happy one in my 
life."

Resident Aysar Khaled told Reuters 
"I woke up and I saw snow falling, 
so I woke up all the family and 
told them to come and see the 
snowfall. Everyone in Baghdad is 
delighted because this is a new 
thing, this is the first time that it 
snows in Baghdad... The view is 
very beautiful."

Some viewed it as a sign of 
impending peace, or at least of an 
improving situation in the war-torn 
country. Hassan Zahar, a 60-year-
old resident, said "It is the first 
time we've seen snow in Baghdad. 
We've seen sleet before, but never 
snow. I looked at the faces of all 
the people, they were 
astonished... A few minutes ago, I 
was covered with snowflakes. In 
my hair, on my shoulders. I invite 
all the people to enjoy peace, 
because the snow means peace."

The snow was "a new sign of the 
new Iraq," according to traffic 
policeman Murtadha Fadhil, who 
spoke to Reuters whilst sheltering 
under a balcony. "It's a sign of 
hope. We hope Iraqis will purify 
their hearts and politicians will 
work for the prosperity of all 
Iraqis."

There are no reports of any 
bloodshed during the time the 
snow was falling.

Mexican senator Andrés 
Henestrosa dies at 101
Andrés Henestrosa, poet and 
senator of Mexico has died at the 
age of 101.

Henestrosa was born Andrés 
Henestrosa Morales on November 
30, 1906 in Ixhuatan, Mexico.

Around 1927, one of his teachers, 
Alfonso Caso, encouraged what 
will be the start of his career; he 
suggested Henestrosa to write the 
same zapotec myths, legends and 
fables, the base of his first book 
Los Hombres Que Dispersó La 
Danza, published in 1929.

In addition to his prose and 
poetry, Henestrosa served in the 
federal legislature and was a 
Senator from the state of Oaxaca 
from 1982 to 1988.

KDE 4 desktop environment 
released
The fourth major version of the K 
Desktop Environment, KDE 4.0, 
was released today after several 
years of development and testing.

KDE is a free software project 
which aims to provide an easy to 
use desktop for UNIX and Linux 
workstations. As part of KDE also 
comes applications for many daily 
needs, and a complete platform for 
developers with the tools and 
documentation needed to write 
applications for the system.

The release is a major break from 
the last major version, KDE 3. The 
most immediately obvious new 
feature is Plasma, a new desktop 
shell. Plasma provides a panel, a 
menu and other means to interact 
with the desktop and applications. 
Plasma also features a widget 
engine, that allows users to use 
various desktop widgets that are 
referred to as plasmoids.

Among other major changes are 
Phonon, a framework independent 
multimedia API, Solid, a device 
integration framework and 
Oxygen, a new style guide and 
default icon set and a move to Qt 
4, the most recent release of the 
Qt application development 
framework.
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KDE 4.0 packages are available for 
Debian, Fedora, Gentoo, Kubuntu, 
Mandriva and openSUSE.

Televised press conference 
Sunday to announce Golden 
Globes winners
This weekend's 65th Golden Globe 
Awards ceremonies in Los Angeles 
are the latest victim of the ongoing 
labour strike by American 
entertainment writers. On Sunday, 
the awards will be presented 
during a news conference at the 
Hilton hotel in Beverly Hills, 
California instead of the traditional 
annual televised event. The 
broadcast will include interview 
clips of the celebrities.

The Golden Globe Awards are 
conducted by the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association (HFPA) 
and honour television and motion 
picture achievements. They are a 
prelude to next month's Academy 
Awards whose ceremony and 
telecast are also in jeopardy if the 
strike continues. HFPA President 
Jorge Camara expressed 
disappointment that a full Golden 
Globe awards presentation would 
not proceed this year.

Members of the Writers Guild of 
America walked off the job in 
November. The HFPA 
unsuccessfully attempted to 
negotiate a deal with the union to 
allow writers to work on the 
Golden Globe event.

Sir Edmund Hillary dead at 88
New Zealand mountaineer Sir 
Edmund Hillary died of a heart 
attack at the Auckland City 
Hospital at 9 a.m. NZDT (UTC+13) 
today. He was 88.

On May 29, 1953, Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgay became the first 
climbers to attain the summit of 
Mount Everest, the tallest peak on 
earth.

Hillary was made a Knight 
Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire as well as a Knight 
of the Order of the Garter, and a 
charter member of the Order of 
New Zealand. He was awarded 
honorary citizenship of Nepal in 
2003 for his humanitarian work for 
the people of Nepal.

Sir Edmund's death has been 
noted by the placement of flags at 
half-mast at the New Zealand 
parliament and at Scott Base in 
Antarctica.

Helen Clark, Prime Minister of New 
Zealand, said Sir Edmund was not 
just another New Zealander like he 
had wanted to believe but, "a 
colossus."

Ms. Clark said, "He was an heroic 
figure who not only 'knocked off' 
Everest but lived a life of 
determination, humility and 
generosity."

Queen Elizabeth of the UK said the 
she was "very saddened" by the 
death of Sir Edmund.

Hillary was in the hospital at the 
time of his death but was expected 
to come home that day according 
to his family.
 
"The legendary mountaineer, 
adventurer, and philanthropist is 
the best-known New Zealander 
ever to have lived. But most of all 
he was a quintessential Kiwi. He 
was ours - from his craggy 
appearance and laconic style to his 
directness and honesty. All New 
Zealanders will deeply mourn his 
passing," Ms. Clark said.

A state funeral will be held for 
Hillary following an offer from the 
New Zealand Government.

He was born Edmund Percival 
Hillary on July 20, 1919. His first 

wife, Louise, and one of their three 
children, Belinda, died in a plane 
crash in 1975 while helping with 
Hillary's philanthropic work. Sir 
Edmund is survived by his second 
wife, Lady June Mulgrew, and the 
other children from his first 
marriage, Peter and Sarah.

Hezbollah network Al-Manar 
available to wider international 
audience
Thaicom, a Thai satellite company 
has begun airing Hezbollah 
network Al-Manar, much to Israel's 
discontent. Al-Manar now can be 
viewed in Asia, Australia, Africa, 
the Middle East, and most of 
Europe, a blow to Israel who is 
trying to fight Hezbollah. Many 
fear this will increase support and 
recruiting for Hezbollah, which the 
United States, Israel and some 
other countries consider a terrorist 
organization. Thaicom considers 
Al-Manar programming as "news 
and entertainment."

Al-Manar was designated a 
'terrorist entity', and banned by 
the United States in December 
2004. It has also been banned by 
France and Spain, and has run into 
some service and license problems 
abroad, making it unavailable in 
the Netherlands, South America 
and Canada while it has not 
officially been banned in any of 
these regions.

The station was launched by 
Hezbollah in 1991 with the help of 
Iranian funds. By 2004, Al Manar 
was estimated to hold 10-15 
million viewers daily worldwide. 
Critics claim al-Manar's agenda is 
influenced by Iran by virtue of the 
"significant portion" of Hezbollah's 
budget shortfall that is covered by 
Iran, via some of the "US$100 and 
$200 million a year" Iran provides 
to Hezbollah itself. Al-Manar 
officials strongly deny this, saying 
they are subsidized by the 

If you would like to write, publish or edit articles, visit www.wikinews.org 



Saturday, January 12, 2008 Wikinews Page 6

Hezbollah party and donations 
from other Muslims, not by Iran. 
Al-Manar calls itself the "Station of 
the Resistance" (qanat al-
muqawama) and is a key player in 
what Hezbollah calls its 
"psychological warfare against the 
Zionist enemy"

"It's a war. Al-Manar is Hezbollah's 
main communication tool, through 
which it spreads anti-Israeli, anti-
Semitic, and anti-American 
incitement. It spreads Hezbollah 
and Iranian values of radical 
Islam," Dr. Reuven Erlich said. 
Erlich is the head of the Terrorism 
Information Center in Herzliya, 
Israel. He added that the fact that 
Al-Manar can now be seen in 
south-east Asia, means that 
Indonesia and Malaysia, two 
countries with a large Muslim 
population, are open to its 
messages of hatred.

Thaicom said it is considering its 
response and will only offer a 
formal reaction over the weekend 
adding the decision to transmit Al-
Manar broadcasts was a "purely 
business decision, which had 
nothing to do with politics."

Today in History
1838 – In order to avoid anti-

Mormon persecution, Latter Day 
Saint movement founder Joseph 
Smith, Jr. and his followers fled 

Kirtland, Ohio for Far West, 
Missouri.

1872 – Yohannes IV was crowned 
Emperor of Ethiopia in Axum, the 
first imperial coronation in that 

city in over 200 years.
1967 – Seventy-three-year-old 

psychology professor James 
Bedford became the first person to 
be cryonically frozen with intent of 

future resuscitation.
1970 – The self-proclaimed 

Republic of Biafra in southeastern 
Nigeria capitulated, ending the 

Nigerian Civil War.

1971 – The American situation 
comedy All in the Family, starring 
Carroll O'Connor as reactionary, 

bigoted, blue-collar worker Archie 
Bunker, was first broadcast on the 
CBS television network. The show 
broke ground in its depiction of 

issues previously deemed 
unsuitable for U.S. network 

television comedy.

Quote of the Day
Whoever undertakes to set himself 

up as a judge of Truth and 
Knowledge is shipwrecked by the 

laughter of the gods. 
~ Edmund Burke

Word of the Day
browbeat v

1. To bully in an intimidating, 
bossy, or supercilious way.
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