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Top Stories

Pakistani, United States
troops in gun battle
According to media reports,
ground troops with the Pakistani
army
exchanged
gunfire with
troops from
the United

States after
“pakistani troop
fired at two American OH-58
Kiowa helicopters on a patrol
mission inside Afghanistan. Also
included in the patrol were
Afghan border police.

UN inspectors banned from
North Korean nuclear facility
North Korea has banned nuclear
inspectors from the
United Nations
~International Atomic

. - Energy Agency (IAEA)
g from inspecting its
nuclear facility, the
Yongbyon Nuclear
Scientific Research Center. This
comes after N. Korean officials
said the facility would begin to
reprocess plutonium which could
begin in as little as a week.

New evidence suggests
Stonehenge was a place of
healing

Archaeologists Timothy Darvill of
Bournemouth University and
Geoff Wainwright, President of
the Society of Antiquaries,
claimed to have found evidence
that Stonehenge was once a
center of healing. In an
excavation conducted at the site,
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a large number of human remains
were found that display signs of
physical injury or disease.

Sterilization of poor women
proposed by Louisiana state
legislator

A Louisiana representative has
proposed a controversial solution
to "generational welfare", which
would pay women on welfare
getting sterilization. John
LaBruzzo said he thought of the
idea because of his constituents'
outrage over paying for welfare.
"You have these people who are
just fed up with working their
buns off to try to provide for their
own family and being forced by
the government [to] provide for
others’ families who just want to
have unlimited kids," he
commented.

Wikipedia Current Events

Pakistani and United States
forces exchange fire on the
Afghan-Pakistan border.

«Senior members of the United
States Congress agree on a
legislative deal to bailout the U.S.
financial system from lingering
effects of the subprime mortgage
crisis.

*The United States government
arranges for Washington Mutual
to sell its deposits and some
branches to JPMorgan Chase.

+An effigy of Barack Obama is
found hanging from a tree at
George Fox University in
Newberg, Oregon.
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Newsreader Natasha Kaplinsky
gives birth to baby boy

British newsreader Natasha
Kaplinsky gave birth to a baby boy
earlier this morning at around
08:30 BST. She had been on
maternity leave since August 21.
Kaplinsky had only been working
with Five News just over a month
when she announced she was
pregnant. Her husband of three
years, investment banker Justin
Bower announced "We're
absolutely thrilled."

Kaplinsky first started to work for
the BBC in 2002 after a two year
tenure with Sky News. She started
on the BBC Breakfast show but
later moved onto the BBC Six
O'Clock News and later became
only the third women to present
the BBC Ten O'Clock News. She
left the BBC in October 2007. She
also spent a short time with ITV
News.

Five News released a statement
saying "Her colleagues here at Five
News are delighted too - and
we've sent our best wishes." They
also said both Kaplinsky and the
baby are doing fine.

Pakistani, United States troops
in gun battle

According to media reports,
ground troops with the Pakistani
army exchanged gunfire with
troops from the United States after
Pakistani troop fired at two
American OH-58 Kiowa helicopters
on a patrol mission inside
Afghanistan. Also included in the
patrol were Afghan border police.
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The helicopters were said to have
been fired on by Pakistani troops
when they flew near an outpost on
the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.
U.S. troops on the ground then
moved in on the outpost and
began to exchange fire with
Pakistani troops. No one on either
side was injured, and no one on
the helicopters were injured.

Officials for the Pakistani army
said in a statement to the press
that they only fired upon the
helicopters after they "were well
within" Pakistan's border. "On this,
the helicopters returned fire and
flew back." Pakistan's president,
Asif Ali Zardari states that his
troops only fired "flares" and that
the border is "so mixed" that
mistakes could be made in
determining ones location.

"Sometimes the border is so mixed
that they don't realize they have
crossed the border," added
Zardari.

The U.S. military denies that there
was ever a firefight stating that
the U.S. helicopters never fired a
single shot, despite the fact they
were fired upon. The White House
also denies the reports of the
helicopters ever crossing into
Pakistan.

"They were U.S. helicopters. The
flight path of the helicopters at no
point took them over Pakistan,"
said White House spokesman,
Bryan Whitman, during a press
conference. Whitman also said
that a "very serious" situation was
avoided.

Afghan military officials stated in a
statement that they had two
helicopters also with the U.S.
patrol, which were fired upon, but
also were not in Pakistani airspace.

"ISAF helicopters received small-

arms fire from a Pakistan military
checkpoint along the border near
Tanai district, Khowst. At no time
did ISAF helicopters cross into
Pakistani airspace," said the
Pakistani military in a statement.

Reports say the battle lasted
nearly five minutes before both
sides retreated. Pakistan's military
has been ordered to fire on any
vehicle, person or aircraft that is
unauthorized to cross into
Pakistan. That order was given
after a similar incident on
September 3. The U.S. has denied
any other incidents have taken
place.

Sterilization of poor women
proposed by Louisiana state
legislator

A Louisiana representative has
proposed a controversial solution
to "generational welfare", which
would pay women on welfare to
get sterilization. John LaBruzzo
said he thought of the idea
because of his constituents'
outrage over paying for welfare.

"You have these people who are
just fed up with working their buns
off to try to provide for their own
family and being forced by the
government [to] provide for
others’ families who just want to
have unlimited kids," he
commented. He is currently
working with Baton Rouge to
gather data in support of his
proposal.

The idea, which LaBruzzo has not
finished forming, would award any
woman on government assistance
a check of $1,000 if she gets her
tubes tied. LaBruzzo is also
considering rewarding sterilization
in poor men and giving tax
incentives for higher-income
families to have more children.

LaBruzzo, who is against abortion,

said that the people "on the other
side of the political spectrum are
pro-choice. Well, let's give these
people the ability to choose".

While LaBruzzo has stated that he
has received an outpouring of
support over his idea, the ACLU
spoke out against the proposal and
called it a 'meanspirited attempt to
eliminate the poor'. Planned
Parenthood representative Julie
Mickelberry called it a "bribery",
suggesting a solution which
attacked the root of the problem
was needed and that the
representative needed to "go back
to addressing issues of education
about unintended pregnancy and
opening healthcare access".

CanadaVOTES: NDP incumbent
Wayne Marston running in
Hamilton East—Stoney Creek
On October 14, 2008, Canadians
will be heading to the polls for the
federal election. New Democratic
Party incumbent Wayne Marston is
standing for re-election in the
riding of Hamilton East—Stoney
Creek.

Marston ran in the former federal
riding Hamilton East three times,
in 1993 and 1997 election and
1996 by-election, losing to
prominent Liberal Shelia Copps.
Prior to his winning election
campaign in 2006, Marston was
President of the Hamilton and
District Labour Council, serving for
11 years. He was also a School
Board Trustee (Ward 5) for the
Hamilton-Wentworth District
School Board from 2000 to 2006.

Wikinews contacted Wayne, to talk
about the issues facing Canadians,
and what they and their party
would do to address them.
Wikinews is in the process of
contacting every candidate, in
every riding across the country, no
matter their political stripe. All
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interviews are conducted over e-
mail, and interviews are published
unedited, allowing candidates to
impart their full message to our
readers, uninterrupted.

This riding consists of the part of
the Hamilton lying north of the
Niagara Escarpment and east of
Ottawa Street. It was formed in
2003 from parts of the old ridings
Hamilton East and Stoney Creek.
Wanting to take Marston's seat
from his are Liberal Larry Di Ianni,
Green David William Hart Dyke,
and Conservative Frank Rukavina.
A candidate from the newly formed
Progressive Canadian party, Gord
Hill, as well as independent Sam
Cino are also running.

For more information, visit the
campaign's official website, listed
below.

Interview

Why did you choose to run for
office, and why do you wish to
continue as an MP?

Forty years ago, I moved to
Hamilton. I've lived and worked
there ever since. I quickly became
involved in the union and held
many positions over the years. In
1995 I retired from Bell Canada
and served as the President of the
Hamilton and District Labour
Council for 11 years.

During this time, we saw growth
and then we saw the loss of good
paying manufacturing jobs. This
scarred our community. Hamilton
is a city that has so much
potential. Unfortunately, we saw
the loss of thousands of good
paying that could have supported
a family; and no one stepped up to
help us.

I wanted to give something back
to this amazing community which
has helped me raise my children
and grandchildren, so in 2000, I
decided to get involved in politics.
I realized that our families needed

more than empty promises from
their elected representatives.

This led me to run in 2006 as the
NDP's candidate in the federal
election.

I have strived to ensure that my
office works for its community,
cares and brings fairness and
honesty to Canadians.

In 2006, I didn't run to become
the typical politician who leaves for
Ottawa and forgets about the
people and organizations that
elected them; or the politician who
uses this position for their own
gain; that's not what this
community needs or deserves.

As an MP, I will continue to fight
for the issues that are important to
Canadian families, to ensure that
my neighbours are getting the
help they need from their
government.

Are you satisfied with your time as
MP? What would be the biggest
highlights of the roughly two years
since the last election?

I am proud of the issues that I
have been able to address in the
House of Commons and in my
community. I seconded Jack
Layton's Environmental Protection
Bill which tackles climate change
and sets measurable targets to
reduce carbon emissions every
year. I introduced a bill on
Amateur Sport Financing to give
athletes a helping hand and
worked on the Subcommittee on
International Human Rights to
address abuses such as the case of
Omar Khadr, Huseyincan Celil and
Japanese Comfort Women.

In Hamilton, I have worked to help
families with CPP, EI, Immigration
and Revenue Canada issues, had
funding restored to local youth
programmes through Canada
Summer Jobs, helped eligible
constituents collect over $750,000
through the Disability Tax Credit
and hosted seminars to help
people apply, co-hosted a public

forum to raise awareness for
Turtle Ponds, the environmentally
sensitive wetlands, started a
petition and postcard campaign in
support of Billy Mason's family and
demanded that the Conservative
Government establish a National
DNA Databank for Missing Persons,
ensured that the entire Pakistan
Team could attend the 2008 World
Kabaddi Tournament held in
Hamilton this August

The biggest disappointment? It is
difficult to be in opposition and
watch the Conservative
Government and the supporting
Liberal Opposition push through
legislation that actively works
against ordinary Canadians. People
elect a representative to help
them, not hurt them.

As you campaign around your
riding, it's likely that some issues
are mentioned more often by
voters, than other issues. What
would you say are the three
hottest topics this election, in your
riding? What would you and your
party do to address these issues?
I have heard from a lot of people
that their big concerns are the
economy, health care and the
environment.

Is there any misconceptions about
you, your leader, or your party
and platform?

I think the biggest wall the NDP
comes up against is that people
are disenfranchised from politics
because Conservatives and
Liberals claim "The NDP has no
chance of forming a government,
so don't waste your vote on them.
However, in the last two elections,
1.5 million more Canadians voted
NDP - more than doubling the
NDP's representation in the House
of Commons. Liberals on the other
hand, have lost almost 800,000
votes and over 40% of their
caucus. A vote for the NDP elects
an NDP MP. People said the NDP
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could never win in a Liberal
stronghold in Montreal, but in
September 2007, that's exactly
what we did with Thomas Mulcair
in Outremont.

There are more ways than ever to
get your message out, from the
traditional campaign fliers and
lawn signs, to new media like
websites, Facebook, and YouTube.
The tried-and-true routes get the
message out to the masses much
easier, but digital alternatives are
much more measurable in how
many are seeing or interacting
with your campaign. What seems
to be the most effective, from your
experience?

We are so pleased that these new
and accessible forms of media are
making waves in the traditional
campaign strategies. They provide
information to so many more
people than we could reach by
phone or foot and it reaches out to
a greater number of young voters.
We have a website, a Facebook
page, I've just finished taping a
video that we will be putting up on
YouTube and of course the NDP
has launched a new multimedia
site called the "Orange Room"
which features the NDP's videos,
pictures from the campaign trail,
applications for facebook pages,
blogging tools and links to the
latest news about the NDP. It is
definitely a medium that we are
plugged into.

Nine children abandoned at
hospital emergency room in
Nebraska, USA

A man has abandoned his nine
children at a hospital emergency
room in Nebraska, but will not be
prosecuted under Nebraska state
law.

The children, whose ages range
from 1 to 17 years old, were
dropped off by their unnamed
father at Saint Joseph Hospital at

Creighton University Medical
Center in Omaha on Wednesday
evening. Authorities are still trying
to find the children's mother.

According to Nebraska's 'safe
haven law', the parents or
caretaker of any children aged 17
and under are allowed to abandon
them at any facility that has a
valid license with the state. As a
result, the parents would not be
prosecuted for doing so. Originally
the law was to prevent infants
from being abandoned, but was
recently amended to include
toddlers and teenagers.

Since the law was changed, at
least 14 children have been
abandoned at hospitals and police
stations in Nebraska. State law
says that all facilities must keep a
monthly count of all abandoned
children.

New evidence suggests
Stonehenge was a place of
healing

Archaeologists Timothy Darvill of
Bournemouth University and Geoff
Wainwright, President of the
Society of Antiquaries, claimed to
have found evidence that
Stonehenge was once a center of
healing. In an excavation
conducted at the site, a large
number of human remains were
found that display signs of physical
injury or disease. Study of the
teeth from the skeletons indicates
that about half of them were from
outside the area.

A large number of bluestone or
spotted Preseli dolerite chips found
during the excavation led the
researchers to conclude the stones
were venerated for their healing
properties. It is believed that
about 80 of such bluestone blocks
were transported from the Preseli
Hills in Pembrokeshire, Wales to
the Salisbury plains. The inner

circle of bluestones are the earliest
stone structures found in this site.
Later bluestones were encircled by
the imposing sandstone monoliths
of sarsen stones. "It could be that
people were flaking off pieces of
bluestone, in order to create little
bits to take away... as lucky
amulets," said Professor Darvill.

“Stonehenge would attract not
only people who were unwell, but
people who were capable of
[healing] them.”

—Professor Timothy Darvill,
Bournemouth University

Radiocarbon dating indicates that
the original bluestone circle was
built around 2300 BC. This date
coincides with the burial of
"Amesbury Archer", whose tomb
was discovered near Stonehenge.
The skeleton of this man reveals
that he had serious knee injury
and tooth problems. Researchers
therefore conclude that the Archer
came to Stonehenge to be healed.

Dating of charcoal fragments
revealed that the site was
inhabited as early as 7200 BC by
groups of hunter-gatherers. This is
more than 3500 years earlier than
previously known.

UN inspectors banned from
North Korean nuclear facility
North Korea has banned nuclear
inspectors from the United Nations
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) from inspecting its
nuclear facility, the Yongbyon
Nuclear Scientific Research Center.
This comes after N. Korean
officials said the facility would
begin to reprocess plutonium
which could begin in as little as a
week.

"From here on, the IAEA
inspectors will have no further
access to the reprocessing plant,"
said the U.N. in a statement on its
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website.

"The DPRK has also informed the
IAEA inspectors that they plan to
introduce nuclear material to the
reprocessing plant in one week's
time," added the statement. The
U.N. finished removing their
security seals and surveillance
equipment from the plant on
Thursday.

Condoleezza Rice, the U.S.
Secretary of State has urged N.
Korea to dismantle their facility
and return to six-party talks, but
Pyongyang has refused and no
new talks are scheduled to take
place.

"We strongly urge the North to
reconsider these steps and come
back immediately into compliance
with its obligations," said Rice,
referring to an agreement reached
during the last round of six-party
talks.

N. Korea restarted its nuclear
program when the U.S. failed to
follow through with its agreement
to take North Korea off the
national list of state-sponsored
terrorism supporters.

FBI begins widespread
financial probe of 26 firms

The FBI is investigating 26 firms
and 1,400 individuals involved in
the US financial crisis for fraud and
"sub-prime lending practices".
Freddie Mac, Lehman Brothers,
Fannie Mae and AIG are among
the firms being scrutinized after
recently receiving federal bailouts.

Investigators, who are cooperating
with the IRS, Postal Office, and
other federal offices to complete
their investigation, are concerned
that major corporations may have
also forced or bribed ratings
agencies to favor them.

The probe, which is in early
stages, began eight months ago
when the FBI began taking a close
look at the mortgage industry and
widespread irresponsible loaning
practices. At least one corporation
has been raided, but so far no
evidence of fraud has been found.

The FBI has questioned executives
of each of the firms closely, and
arrested two in June. An
anonymous source told The Times
that the firms had been ordered to
"hold all papers and e-mails under
lock and key" as the FBI scours
the finances of each firm.

Many of the companies and
individuals being investigated are
at the center of the nationwide
financial crisis and controversial
bailout plans, and have been
widely blamed for the country's
financial crisis. The investigation
has come at a time when the eyes
of many in the US and around the
world are turned towards the
financial markets, as Congress and
politicians scramble to fix the crisis
while the election date looms
closer.

Officials told CNN that it would be
a long time before the
investigations were finished,
adding a warning: "Don't expect
indictments tomorrow or next
week or next month".

Bush addresses nation on
economic crisis; Congress
debates bailout

United States President George W.
Bush addressed the nation on the
economic financial crisis from
inside the White House saying the
economic situation is "serious" and
is "in danger" of becoming "a long
and painful recession."

"We are in the midst of a serious
financial crisis and the federal
government is responding with

decisive action," Bush said in his
televised speech.

Bush called for the United States
Congress to pass a US$700 billion
bill intended to keep struggling
companies afloat. He asked the
two presidential candidates along
with leaders from both parties of
Congress to join him for a
conference on Thursday.

Last Friday, Treasury Secretary
Henry Paulson called for a bailout
plan that would allow for the
United States government to
purchase devalued mortgage
backed securities, resulting from
the subprime mortgage crisis,
from troubled financial institutions.
Paulson has said that the plan
could cost up to $700 billion.
Congressional leaders have said
that some form of the plan will
pass; however, there is
considerable debate over several
key issues.

White House spokeswoman Dana
Perino said that Bush "believes it is
important for the American people
to fully understand the depth of
the crisis in our financial markets,
how that crisis affects them, and
the urgent need to agree on a
solution." Bush has been criticized
for waiting too long to speak in
prime time.

John McCain suspended his
campaign to return to Washington
and work on the bailout bill.
Barack Obama has called for
another form of the bill to pass
and said that Congress should not
package the bailout bill with any
other bills — such as an economic
stimulus plan.

Meanwhile, Congress has held a
second round of hearings on the
proposed bailout bill. Paulson and
Chairman of the Federal Reserve
Ben Bernanke testified in front of
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the House Financial Services
Committee. They felt it was a
serious problem in need of an
immediate solution.

Rep. Barney Frank, Chairman of
House Financial Services

Committee, says it is "clear" that
the financial bailout bill will pass.

Director of the Congressional
Budget Office Peter R. Orsza said
while testifying before Congress
that "ironically, the intervention
could even trigger additional
failures of large institutions,
because some institutions may be
carrying troubled assets on their
books at inflated values."

The bailout plan has been called a
"blank check" by many, with
members of both parties divided
on the issue.

Incomplete data may mislead
doctors into overprescribing
expensive medicines

Medical doctors have not been
getting the full picture about newly
FDA-approved drugs, concludes a
research team from the University
of California, San Francisco. This is
because not all the studies
required for FDA approval get
published. New drug studies that
do see publication tend to be ones
where the medicine appears to
perform well while poor and
middling results are less likely to
appear in medical journals. The
result appears to be that doctors
who read the available literature
may get an inflated impression of
new medications and may
prescribe expensive new drugs in
place of older medicines that
perform as well or better. As
Jordan Lite of Scientific American
wonders, are drug companies
cherry-picking the studies they
publish to make their drugs look
better than they actually are?

The University of California team
reviewed trials that had supported
new drugs approved from 1998 to
2000 and examined 909 trials of
90 medications. The search was
conducted upon PubMed and other
search tools that a typical medical
doctor or patient could access.
They concluded that less than half
of the studies had been published
five years after drug approval and
a publication bias existed.

Erick Turner, who coauthored a
similar study earlier this year,
expressed concerns to Scientific
American that the problem was
not merely the raw percentage of
studies published, but that a
disproportionate share of the
research that appeared in journals
are examples where new
medications appear to perform
well

“When trials are selectively
published ... it will skew the
efficacy of the drug and make it
look like it works better than it
does.”—Erick Turner

When trials are selectively
published ... it will skew the
efficacy of the drug and make it
look like it works better than it
does. It's going to create a lot
more enthusiasm among
consumers of that information or
in the words of Alan Greenspan,
'irrational exuberance.'

Ken Johnson, senior vice president
of the Pharmaceutical Research
and Manufacturers of America
(PhRMA), defended the
pharmaceutical industry by saying
FDA review of new drug
applications is more important
than publishing the results of
medication trials in medical
journals. Approved medications
come with labels that give patients
and doctors enough information,
assures Mr. Johnson.

Yet concerns about full and
appropriate disclosure have been
serious enough that a new law was
enacted last year. FDA
Amendments Act of 2007 (FDAAA)
requires that all trials which
support FDA-approved drugs be
registered at the National
Institutes of Health website. The
requirement goes into effect this
coming Saturday. Congress
enacted the legislation in response
to hearings that determined
pharmaceutical companies were
less likely to publish studies that
indicated significant side effects.
One shortcoming in the legislation,
according to UCSF associate
professor Ida Sim, is that the FDA
is still not required to specify
which trials it weighs when
considering applications for drug
approvals. Yet she praises the new
law as a major improvement. It's
critically important that we know
trials exist and that we get the
summary results, positive and
negative, into the public domain—
that's a huge step and more than
any [other] country is doing now.

Wikipedia Current Events

A young Canadian man is found
guilty in the 2006 Toronto
terrorism case of participating in
a plot to storm the Parliament of
Canada and behead the Prime
Minister of Canada Stephen
Harper.

-Jobless claims in the United
States rise to a seven year high
while orders for durable goods
fall to their lowest level in 18
months, understating the
weakness of the United States
economy.

Home sales in the United States
during August 2008 fall to a 17-
year low.

Following the purchase of British
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Energy by Electricité de France,

plans for a new Hinkley Point C

nuclear power station have been
announced.

«The death toll from Typhoon
Hagupit rises to 18 with 10
people dead in the People's
Republic of China as well as 8
people killed earlier in the
Philippines.

+Kgalema Motlanthe is sworn in as
the third post-apartheid President
of South Africa.

-Dark flow, a new and
unexplained cosmic phenomenon,
is observed by astronomers for
the first time.

«Shenzhou 7, the third manned
Chinese spaceflight, is
successfully launched with three
taikonauts, and is planned to
have the first Chinese spacewalk.

Today in History
1580 - The Golden Hind sailed into
Plymouth, England, as Francis
Drake completed his
circumnavigation of the globe.
1810 - The Riksdag of the Estates
adopted a new Act of Succession
to regulate the right of members
of the House of Bernadotte to
accede to the Swedish throne.
1907 - Newfoundland and New
Zealand became dominions within
the British Empire.

1957 - West Side Story, a musical
based loosely on Shakespeare's
Romeo and Juliet that was written
by Arthur Laurents, Leonard
Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim,
and produced and directed by
Jerome Robbins, made its debut
on Broadway.

1983 - Lieutenant Colonel
Stanislav Petrov of the Soviet
Union averted a possible worldwide
nuclear war by deliberately
certifying what otherwise appeared
to be an impending attack by the

United States as a false alarm.

September 26 is International Day

of Quds (Iran, 2008); Dominion
Day in New Zealand; European
Day of Languages

Quote of the Day
All is always now. Words strain,

Crack and sometimes break, under

the burden,
Under the tension, slip, slide,
perish,
Will not stay still.

~ T. S. Eliot in The Four Quartets

Word of the Day
anomaly n
1. Something that is strange
or unusual.
2. (sciences and computing)
Something that diverges

from what is expected of it.
(sciences) Any event that is

out of the ordinary.
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