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Top Stories

Pakistani president, British 
PM meet in London

Militants in Pakistan release 
250 schoolchildren after 
taking them hostage

Officials in 
Pakistan 
have 
confirmed 
that at least 

250 schoolchildren between 12 
and 18 years old and several 
teachers were taken hostage by 
at least seven militants inside a 
high school in Domail. After 
negotiations, the children were 
released.

Featured story

Anonymous plans to protest 
Church of Scientology on 
February 10
The Internet-based group 
"Anonymous" released a new 

video on 
YouTube 
Monday, 
announcing 
international 

protests outside Church of 
Scientology centers set for 
February 10.

Wikipedia Current Events

Civil unrest in Kenya (2007–
present): At least nine people are 
killed in western Kenya, reports 
say, in violence apparently linked 
to last month's disputed 
elections. 

•Taiwan's Premier Chang Chun-
hsiung will stay in power, as the 
president rejects his resignation. 

•Troops close in on Darra Adam 
Khel in Pakistan after fierce 
clashes. 

•Novak Đoković wins the men's 
title of the 2008 Australian Open.

Anonymous plans to protest 
Church of Scientology on 
February 10
The Internet-based group 
"Anonymous" released a new video 
on YouTube Monday, announcing 
international protests outside 
Church of Scientology centers set 
for February 10. The video "Call to 
Action" uses the same computer 
synthesized voice as a previous 
video titled "Message to 
Scientology", which was posted to 
YouTube last Monday. The 
"Message to Scientology" video 
has been viewed over 1,300,000 
times, and the "Call to Action" 
video has already been viewed 
over 106,000 times.

Anonymous is taking action 
against the Church of Scientology 
in response to what it sees as 
suppression of freedom of speech 
on the Internet. The group was 
first motivated after the Church of 
Scientology issued a copyright 

infringement claim to YouTube 
regarding a promotional video of 
Scientologist Tom Cruise speaking 
about his beliefs and using 
Scientology jargon. The Church of 
Scientology also issued a legal 
complaint to the website 
Gawker.com which is also hosting 
the video, but Gawker has stated it 
will not take the video down 
because it is newsworthy.

Anonymous set up a movement 
called "Project Chanology" to 
coordinate their efforts, and took 
down several Church of 
Scientology websites through 
denial-of-service attacks. Members 
of Anonymous have also 
participated in prank calls to 
Church of Scientology centers, as 
well as protests or "raids" outside 
Scientology buildings, and have 
posted some of their exploits to 
YouTube.

“Anonymous is a collective of 
individuals united by an awareness 
that someone must do the right 
thing.”
—Anonymous, "Call to Action".

In the "Call to Action" video, 
Anonymous denies that they are 
composed solely of "super 
hackers", stating "Anonymous is a 
collective of individuals united by 
an awareness that someone must 
do the right thing, that someone 
must bring light to the darkness, 
that someone must open the eyes 
of a public that has slumbered for 
far too long." The video goes on to 
state "We want you to be aware of 
the very real dangers of 
Scientology," citing what they term 
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"gross human violations".

Specific controversial events in 
Scientology history are cited in the 
video, including Operation 
Freakout and Paulette Cooper, and 
Operation Snow White. Operation 
Freakout was the name of a 
Church of Scientology operation 
whose goal was to "get P.C. 
[Paulette Cooper] incarcerated in a 
mental institution or jail or at least 
to hit her so hard that she drops 
her attacks." Paulette Cooper had 
written a book critical of 
Scientology called The Scandal of 
Scientology. Operation Snow White 
was the name of a Church of 
Scientology operation where 
members of the Church's secretive 
Guardian's Office infiltrated United 
States government agencies in 
Washington, D.C. including the 
I.R.S. The F.B.I.'s investigation 
into Operation Snow White led 
them to discover the planning of 
actions taken against Paulette 
Cooper.

The video concludes by inviting the 
viewer to "take up the banner of 
free speech" and protest with 
Anonymous world wide. In an 
email to CNET News, Anonymous 
stated that cities where unknown 
activities are planned on February 
10 include New York City, 
Montreal, Houston, London, 
Melbourne, and Los Angeles.

On Friday, two spokespersons for 
the Church of Scientology 
commented on the recent actions 
of Anonymous. A spokesman told 
News.com.au "These types of 
people have got some wrong 
information about us," and Church 
spokeswoman Yvette Shank told 
Sun Media that she regarded 
members of Anonymous as a 
"pathetic" group of "computer 
geeks". On Monday, Radar 
reported that the Church of 
Scientology has asked the U.S. 

Attorney General's office in Los 
Angeles, the F.B.I., and the LAPD 
to start a criminal investigation of 
possible criminal activity related to 
the Internet attacks. A source told 
Radar that the Church of 
Scientology is arguing that the 
Internet attacks are a form of 
"illegal interference with business." 
Radar also reports that the Church 
of Scientology is emphasizing its 
status as a religious organization 
in the United States, in order to 
assert that the Internet attacks 
can be classed as hate crimes.

“I'm mainly concerned because 
you shouldn't be doing things that 
are illegal, you just shouldn't.”
—Mark Bunker, XenuTV.com.

On Saturday, Mark Bunker of the 
website XenuTV.com posted a 
video to YouTube criticizing the 
illegal actions of Anonymous and 
suggested legal methods for them 
to retaliate against the Church of 
Scientology, including peaceful 
protesting, writing letters to their 
government representatives, and 
persuading the United States 
government to take away the 
Church of Scientology's tax 
exempt status. In the video, 
Bunker states "I'm mainly 
concerned because you shouldn't 
be doing things that are illegal, 
you just shouldn't. It's not morally 
right, and it's not right when 
Scientology does it, it's not right 
when we do it." Bunker's video 
post has been viewed over 
100,000 times.

UK allows corporations to 
award high school credits
The government of the United 
Kingdom has given corporations 
like fast food chain McDonald's the 
right to award high school 
qualifications to employees who 
complete a company training 
program.

Two other businesses, railway firm 
Network Rail and regional airline 
Flybe, were also approved. The 
decision was made by the 
Qualifications and Curriculum 
Authority, which oversees the 
national curriculum.

McDonald's said it will offer a 
"basic shift manager" course, 
which will train staff in marketing, 
customer service, and other areas 
of restaurant management. 
Completion of this course will be 
the equivalent of passing the 
GCSE, the standard exam taken at 
age 16, or the Advanced Level, 
taken at age 18.

Network Rail plans to offer a 
course in rail engineering, while 
Flybe is developing a course 
involving aircraft engineering and 
cabin crew training. Passing 
Flybe's course could result a 
university level degree.

Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
supports the plan. "It is going to 
be a tough course, but once you 
have got a qualification in 
management you can probably go 
anywhere," Brown said. He 
emphasized the importance of 
higher education, saying, "Every 
young person needs a skill and to 
think about going to college, doing 
an apprenticeship or university."

John Denham, Secretary of State 
for Innovation, Universities and 
Skills, called the decision "an 
important step towards ending the 
old divisions between company 
training schemes and national 
qualifications" and said it will 
"benefit employees, employers and 
the country as a whole."

However, some people are unsure 
of the plan's effectiveness. Sally 
Hunt, general secretary of the 
University and College Union, said, 
"We are unsure whether those 
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institutions would be clamoring to 
accept people with 
McQualifications," using a 
derogatory term for the program.

Pakistani president, British PM 
meet in London
Pakistan's President Pervez 
Musharraf held talks with British 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown in 
London, reassuring his host that 
Pakistan will hold free and fair 
election next month and is ready 
to continue a sustained fight 
against terrorism and extremism.
 
The visit has been widely called 
President Musharraf's "charm 
offensive." The Pakistani leader 
has held talks in Brussels, Paris, at 
the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland and now in 
London in an effort which has been 
seen as an attempt to shore up 
European support for his 
government.

His message throughout has been 
much the same - namely that 
Pakistan has been successful in 
fighting al Qaida, the Taleban and 
other Islamic extremists, that his 
government can sustain that 
effort, that it has a political 
strategy to wean local Pakistanis 
away from extremist ideology and 
that it is committed to democracy.
 
Speaking at a joint news 
conference with Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown, President 
Musharraf rejected the notion that 
his government has failed in its 
efforts.

"We have not failed. We are going 
along fighting al Qaida, fighting 
militant Taleban and fighting 
Talebanization flowing outside," he 
said. "And also fighting extremism 
in some segments of our society in 
Pakistan."

"The question that needs to be 

asked is how come if General 
Musharraf is our best bet to fight 
terrorism, how come terrorism is 
increasing by leaps and bounds. 
Last year was the bloodiest year 
for Pakistan, culminating in the 
assassination of [opposition 
leader] Benazir Bhutto," said 
Khan.

President Musharraf's government 
has come under increasing 
criticism at home and abroad, and 
world leaders have repeatedly 
urged him to move ahead with 
democratization.

President Musharraf said he 
reassured Prime Minister Brown 
about the upcoming vote.

"I did inform the Prime Minister 
[of] our strong desire to go 
forward with the elections and to 
ensure that elections will be fair, 
free and transparent," said Mr. 
Musharraf.

The elections are scheduled for 
February 18 and opposition 
politician Imran Khan says they 
will be vital. He said it is also 
important that western powers 
support the process.

"In my opinion the only way 
forward for Britain and the United 
States is to back not people, not 
individuals, not political parties, 
but the democratic process. They 
should back free and fair elections 
in Pakistan. It is the only way out 
of this quagmire," he said.

Khan was among hundreds of anti-
Musharraf protesters outside Prime 
Minister Brown's offices at Number 
10 Downing Street.

President of the Mormon 
Church dies at age 97
President of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints or The 
Mormon Church, Gordon B. 

Hinckley, died at the age of 97 at 
7pm MST on Sunday of "causes 
incident to age", surrounded by 
family. President Hinckley led the 
church through a period of growth 
for 13 years, during which church 
membership grew from 9 million to 
more than 13 million. He is noted 
for one of the most ambitious 
temple building programs in 
church history with 122 temples 
active and 9 more announced and 
under construction. With the death 
of President Hinckley, the First 
Presidency was dissolved and the 
Quorum of the Twelve became the 
governing body of the church.

The First Presidency of the church 
was dissolved and his two 
counselors, Presidents Thomas S. 
Monson and Henry B. Eyring, will 
now take the places of first and 
11th respectively in the 14 
member quorum. In the days after 
President Hinckley's funeral, 
quorum members will sustain a 
new church president. The 
quorum's senior apostle and 
president, President Monson, will 
likely succeed President Hinckley.

West Wing of White House 
evacuated
The United States Secret Service 
has evacuated the West Wing of 
the White House in Washington, 
D.C. after finding a suspicious 
package. Reports say the package 
was found on the grounds of the 
White House just outside the West 
Wing.

One person has been arrested 
after the Secret Service says he 
made a "verbal threat against the 
President" of the U.S. George W. 
Bush through the fence near the 
West Wing. He also left the 
package on the White House 
grounds.

"We had an individual arrested for 
making a threat against the 
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president on the fence line. He left 
behind a suspicious package," said 
a spokesman for the Secret 
Service, Malcolm Wiley. No name 
has been released, and it is not 
known what he will be charged 
with. Reports say the man was 
somewhere in his 40's. He was 
bald and wore a brown leather 
jacket.

Officials for the bomb squad are 
investigating the package, but say 
that nothing inside it was harmful.

The area was briefly closed to any 
members of the public.

711chan.org administrator 
calls for an end to attacks on 
Scientology
Administrators for 711chan.org, 
one of the websites responsible for 
starting Project Chanology, a 
"raid" or attack against the Church 
of Scientology and their website, 
slowed down their "attack".

In an exclusive interview with 
Wikinews, an administrator of 
711chan states that they will 
"probably stay away from the CoS 
[Church of Scientology]."

"We're probably just going to stay 
away from the CoS raid. It was 
poorly managed. We could've 
brought down a lot more if we 
weren't just a bunch of 
unorganized brats," said 'Inaki', an 
administrator on 711chan.org.

“Many people from 711chan still 
want to raid, but the 
administration is sick of it.” 
—Inaki, an administrator of 
711chan.

"Many people from 711chan still 
want to raid, but the 
administration is sick of it," added 
Inaki who also stated that 
"Partyvan IRC actually has decided 
to remove the raid."

Much of the reason stems from the 
fact that the attack on the Church 
was meant to stay within 711chan 
and that users were to stay 
"anonymous." An e-mail was 
leaked on the internet when the 
attack began exposing the script 
used to attack the Church's 
website.

"This is not what the raid originally 
started as. Partyvan declares this 
as a threat to the network, and 
Anonymous alike. We have been 
under constant botnet attacks, 
711chan hacked, and tons of 
drama over this. You guys did a 
very poor job of staying 
Anonymous. It's obvious that a lot 
of you broke rules 1, and 2," said 
a statement on 711chan's website.

The rules they refer to, according 
to Inaki, mean the "Rules of the 
Internet" and are:
Do not talk about /b/ (Only applies 
to raids.)
Do NOT talk about /b/ (eBaums 
did it.)

Both key rules were broken by 
users, according to Inaki.

The attack on Scientology was 
launched on Wednesday January 
16 by a group labelled 
"Anonymous", on the website 
"Insurgency Wiki", a spinoff of 
4chan which is also affiliated with 
711chan. The "History" section of 
the site explains, in a satirical 
fashion, that the incident was 
prompted by the Church of 
Scientology's attempts to remove 
a promotional video featuring 
Scientologist Tom Cruise from 
YouTube. Though YouTube 
complied with the Church of 
Scientology's requests to take 
down the video, other sites such 
as Gawker.com stated that they 
will keep hosting the video.

One poster admitted to being a 

part of the effort, writing in a blog 
post "I have myself, as per 
instructions, loaded up Gigaloader 
and started bombarding the 
Scientology homepage. Theres 
[sic] something in the hilarious 
anarchy of the net that produces 
these 'events' every now and 
again." The poster wrote that 
"Prompted I think by the Tom 
Cruise video, a new obsession is 
taking hold on the internet. An 
insurgency against The Church of 
Scientology."

Not long after their attack, a 
previously unknown group called 
The Regime used keylogging to 
gain an administrator password to 
711chan.org.

"I was actually away from home 
when I noticed my personal dedi 
was compromised (my 
bash_history file had lots of 
strange entries), so I informed 
Partyvan IRC staff (the CoS raid 
room as well as 711chan's IRC 
room are there) and minutes later, 
711chan's machine was also 
compromised. I arrived home 
around an hour later, and 
immediately restored the contents 
of the 711 machine back to a 
previous state. I also got the 
passwords reset on my dedi and 
that was back in order. I went to 
bed shortly after that," said Inaki 
in regards to The Regime's attack 
on 711chan.

"The next morning I wake up to 
hundreds of MSN windows and 
emails telling me both servers 
have been compromised again, 
and our backups for 711 have 
been removed. The software we 
use to run 711chan's machine got 
bugged up somehow and make it 
difficult for me to fix things, which 
is why the site didn't respond at all 
for most of the day. At the time of 
writing this I still haven't got the 
backups reloaded onto the 
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machine," added Inaki.

Inaki states that 711chan.org will 
be off line at least until the end of 
January, possibly longer, but the 
site is not expected to change.

"I shut down our server to prevent 
any more damage. Right now, our 
plan is to lay low and get stuff 
started up on a more secure 
machine. We'll be back up by the 
end of the month, hopefully. 
711chan will probably be staying 
the same it is, however," said 
Inaki.

But they didn't go down without a 
fight adds Inaki.

"As who the "Regime" is? I took a 
look at one of the things they 
planted on my machine, which 
lead me to #!!regime on 
GameSurge IRC. `immortal' and 
about 30 drones were in that 
channel. Members of the g00ns 
community (allies of 711, also 
linked to Partyvan IRC) found out 
they had dox (documents such as 
phone numbers, addresses, SSN 
numbers, names, that sort of 
thing) on `immortal' and his wife. 
I actually have these details and 
attempted to call him, but it went 
unanswered," said Inaki.

The information that 711chan.org 
obtained was later posted on the 
website operated by The Regime. 
Wikinews has attempted to contact 
The Regime a second time 
regarding the incident, and they 
have only replied with "your 
articles are bullshit."

Greece's Orthodox Church 
leader Christodoulos dies at 
age 69
The head of the Orthodox Church 
of Greece, Archbishop 
Christodoulos died of cancer on 
Monday in his home in Athens, at 
the age of 69.

A strong defender of the role of 
the church in Greece, 
Christodoulos died at his home in 
north Athens, a few months after 
plans for a liver transplant in 
Miami, United States were 
cancelled.

The Greek Prime Minister Kostas 
Karamanlis said in a statement 
that "Archbishop Christodoulos 
was an enlightened church leader 
whose work brought the church 
closer to society, closer to modern 
problems and to young people" 
while opposition's leader George 
Papandreou praised the late 
Archbishop and his personality.

Flags in all state buildings flew at 
half-mast as well as on the 
Acropolis and across the country 
as bells tolled. Condolences poured 
in as crowds of black-clad 
mourners gathered at the 
Metropolitan Cathedral of Athens 
where his funeral will be held on 
Thursday. The government 
announced an official four-day 
mourning and Archbishop's funeral 
will take place under the status of 
head of the state honours.

Born in 1939 in the town of Xanthi, 
northern Greece, Christodoulos 
Paraskevaides was for many years 
Metropolitan of Demetrias in Volos, 
until 1998 when he became 
Archbishop of Athens and all 
Greece. A controversial personality 
himself, Christodoulos worked to 
mend ties with the Vatican and he 
also grudgingly agreed to a 
landmark visit by Pope John Paul 
II to Greece in 2001 that marked a 
turning point in relations between 
the Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches following the Great 
Schism of 1054 that split 
Christianity.

Militants in Pakistan release 
250 schoolchildren after taking 
them hostage
Officials in Pakistan have 
confirmed that at least 250 
schoolchildren between 12 and 18 
years old and several teachers 
were taken hostage by at least 
seven militants inside a high 
school in Domail. After 
negotiations, the children were 
released.

"There were 200 to 250 children in 
the school and about seven 
militants," said Hamid Nawaz, the 
Interior Minister of Pakistan.

"The criminals have surrendered to 
the jirga along with their weapons. 
No children have been hurt and all 
have been released," said Javel 
Iqbal Cheema a spokesman for the 
Interior Ministry. At least one 
officer was injured and one 
militant was killed in the battle.

According to reports, the militants 
were fighting police officers after 
kidnapping a "health worker" when 
they ran into the school for 
shelter. They were allegedly armed 
with several weapons including 
rocket launchers and grenades.

Proton rocket launches 
Ekspress AM-33 comsat
A Russian Proton-M/Briz-M carrier 
rocket launched this morning at 
00:18 UTC, carrying the Ekspress 
AM-33 (also known as Express 
AM-33) communication satellite.

Launch, from area 200/39 at the 
Baikonur Cosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan took place on 
schedule, and the satellite was 
successfully placed into an 
intermediate transfer orbit. 
Operations to place the satellite 
into its final Geosynchronous orbit, 
through further burns of the Briz-
M upper stage, should have been 
completed, however no official 
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announcement has yet been 
made.

This is the third orbital launch of 
2008, and the first to be 
conducted by Russia.

The satellite will provide C, L and 
Ku-band communication services. 
It has a mass of 2600kg, and an 
expected orbital lifetime of 12 
years. It was constructed by NPO 
PM and Thales Alenia Space, and 
will be operated by the Russian 
Space Communication Company, 
and RKA. It will be placed in a 
geosynchronous orbit, about 
36,000 kilometres above the 
Earth, at a longitude of 95.5°E. It 
will replace the AM-11 satellite, 
which malfunctioned in 2006.

Today in History
904 – Sergius III came out of 

retirement to take over the papacy 
from the deposed antipope 

Christopher.
1850 – U.S. Senator Henry Clay 
introduced the Compromise of 

1850, a series of laws designed to 
balance the interests between the 

slaveholding Southern United 
States and the free states of the 

north.
1856 – The Victoria Cross was 
created, originally to recognise 
acts of valour by British and 

Commonwealth military personnel 
during the Crimean War.

1886 – German engine designer 
and engineer Karl Benz filed a 
patent for the Motorwagen, the 

first purpose-built, gasoline-driven 
automobile.

2002 – In his State of the Union 
Address, U.S. President George W. 
Bush described governments that 

he accused of sponsoring terrorism 
and seeking weapons of mass 
destruction as an "axis of evil", 

specifically naming Iran, Iraq and 
North Korea.

Quote of the Day
The fear of freedom is strong in 
us. We call it chaos or anarchy, 

and the words are threatening. We 
live in a true chaos of contradicting 
authorities, an age of conformism 
without community, of proximity 
without communication. We could 
only fear chaos if we imagined that 
it was unknown to us, but in fact 

we know it very well. 
~ Germaine Greer

Word of the Day
jeremiad n

1. A long speech or prose work 
that bitterly laments the 
state of society and its 
morals, and often contains 
a prophecy of its coming 
downfall.
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