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A University of Massachusetts,
Dartmouth senior was visited by
federal agents in September, after
he requested a copy of Quotations
From Chairman Mao Tse-Tung,
which is colloquially known as "The
Little Red Book".

History professors Brian Glyn
Williams and Robert Pontbriand
reported that the student
requested the book through the
university library via an
interlibrary loan, which the
Department of Homeland Security
monitors. The agents apparently
told the student that the book was
on a watch list.

The student was writing a
research paper on Maoist
communism for Professor
Pontbriand's class on fascism and
totalitarianism. Government
monitoring of library loans is often
viewed as totalitarian practice.

"My instinct is that there is a lot
more monitoring than we think,"
said Dr. Williams.

English edition of Wikipedia is
now larger than the Spanish
Encyclopedia ESPASA
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The English
version of
Wikipedia has
reached 865,835
articles, 220
million words,
389,591
illustrations and
pictures since January, 2001.[1].
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Compared to the Spanish
language Encyclopedia ESPASA,
which has 117 volumes, 175,000
pages, 200 million words, 197,000
black and white illustrations, 4,500
color illustrations, 5 million
bibliographic references and
100,000 biographies [2], the

Wikinews

English Wikipedia is now larger
than the largest encyclopedia of
the Spanish language.

The project to write ESPASA was
founded in 1860 by José Espasa
Anguera and continued in 1926 by
Editorial Espasa-Calpe, which
today belongs to Grupo Planeta.
The main works were published in
1905 and consisted of 72 volumes.
In 1931 a 10 volumes appendix
was published which includes an
update of the previous volumes.

The reference work has been
periodically updated by the
biannual Suplementos since 1935.
The latest Suplemento was
published in 2005. In 1997 the
work included a World Atlas. It has
taken ESPASA 145 years to get to
the point where it is today. In 4
years Wikipedia has reached the
same point.

An average of 1500 new articles
are created on Wikipedia every
day with around 23.4 edits per
article.

Today in History
218 BC - Hannibal (pictured) had
his first great victory over the
Roman Republic at the Battle of
the Trebia.

1865 - Slavery in the United
States was abolished when the
Thirteenth Amendment to the

Constitution was adopted.
1961 - Indonesia invaded Dutch

New Guinea to annex West Papua

on New Guinea.

1966 - Epimetheus, one of
Saturn's natural satellites, was
discovered, but was mistaken as
Janus. It took 12 years to
determine that they are two
distinct objects sharing the same
orbit.

1987 - The programming language
Perl was released by Larry Wall.
December 19 is Republic Day in
Niger (1958)
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Quote of the Day
"It is better to die for an idea that
will live, than to live for an idea
that will die." ~ Steve Biko
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