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Top Stories

EU, US declare intent to 
cooperate on climate change 
at summit
A European Union-United States 

summit held 
in Slovenia 
produced a 
draft 
declaration 
outlining the 
groups' 

future cooperation on climate 
change, energy security and 
financial stability.

Million-dollar trial aborted on 
account of sudoku
A drug trial in Sydney, Australia 
was aborted yesterday after 

several jurors were 
found to be playing 
sudoku puzzles 
during 
proceedings. The 
drug trial had been 

running for over three months, 
involved 105 witnesses and cost 
over A$1 million, and was 
scheduled to end soon. A new 
trial will be scheduled later.

Delta II rocket launches 
GLAST observatory
The Gamma-ray Large Area 
Space Telescope (GLAST) satellite 
has been launched aboard a 

United Launch 
Alliance Delta II 
Heavy carrier 
rocket. Lift-off 
occurred from 
Launch Complex 

17B at the Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida, United 

Top Stories

States, at 16:05 GMT. Spacecraft 
separation occured about 75 
minutes after launch, just before 
17:20 GMT. The launch was 
reported to have been successful.

U.S. teens generally reducing 
risky behavior says CDC
A report by the CDC shows that 
US teenagers are reducing health 
risk-related behaviors such as 
having sex and taking drugs. 
Wikinews takes a closer look at 
the numbers.

Wikipedia Current Events

Cuba introduces a wages system 
where workers are paid according 
to productivity rather than all 
workers in the same job receiving 
the same income. 

•The Prime Minister of Canada 
Stephen Harper apologises to 
tens of thousands of the 
aboriginal peoples of Canada of 
Canada for more than a century 
of abuses of First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis at schools set up to 
assimilate them into Canadian 
society. 

•The United States House of 
Representatives votes today on 
whether to refer Articles of 
Impeachment against George W. 
Bush introduced Monday evening 
by Rep. Dennis Kucinich to a 
committee. 

•InBev, the world's largest 
brewing company makes an 
unsolicited $46 billion takeover 
bid for United States brewing 
company Anheuser-Busch. 

Wikipedia Current Events

•Estonia, Greece and Finland 
ratify the Treaty of Lisbon. 

•Norway legalises same-sex 
marriage. 

•The last King of Nepal Gyanendra 
of Nepal departs from 
Narayanhiti Palace for the last 
time after Nepal is declared to be 
a republic. 

•The Metropolitan Police launches 
an inquiry after top secret British 
government intelligence on al-
Qaeda is found on a train going 
from Waterloo Station to Surrey. 

Three sought in Vancouver 
following hate crime
Yesterday, police in Vancouver, 
Canada released images showing 
suspects in a possible hate crime 
that left a man "very traumatized 
by the event, very afraid," 
according to Constable Tim 
Fanning.

On May 2, a gay man in 
Vancouver's West End was 
shouted at, pelted with eggs and 
had a beer bottle thrown at him, 
although the bottle did not hit him. 
The 37-year-old victim was 
walking in downtown Vancouver, 
east on Davie Street, an area with 
most of the city's gay clubs and 
bars.

"The type of attack ... and the fact 
that the victim here is openly gay 
lends itself for investigators to 
believe it's that most repulsive of 
crimes, possibly a hate crime," 
Fanning commented.
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The images released by the police 
department were captured by 
surveillance cameras at a Mac's 
convenience store close to the 
attack. They depict three males, 
estimated to be between 18 and 
20 years old, purchasing eggs just 
prior to the incident. People are 
being urged to come forward with 
any information about the identity 
of the suspects.

Indonesian police hand over 
Garuda Indonesia Flight 200 
report to prosecutors
Police in Indonesia have forwarded 
a 200-page brief concerning the 
Garuda Indonesia Flight 200 
disaster to prosecutors. The move 
comes as an indication that the 
trial of pilot-in-command Captain 
Marwoto Komar is set to 
commence within weeks.
 
The March 7, 2007 crash of a 
Boeing 737-400 at Yogyakarta 
International Airport killed 21 
people. 119 others were able to 
escape the burning wreckage after 
the plane overshot the runway, 
going through the perimeter fence 
and crossing a road and an 
embankment to come to rest in a 
paddy field. Most of the deceased 
were Indonesians, with five from 
neighbouring Australia also killed.

A final report was later issued after 
an investigation by Indonesia's 
National Transportation Safety 
Committee (NTSC) in October 
2007. The report blamed pilot 
error for the crash, finding that the 
airliner had touched down at 
roughly twice the accepted safe 
landing speed, and that Komar 
was "fixated" on landing and 
"probably emotionally aroused". 
The Cockpit Voice Recorder 
indicated that he ignored fifteen 
activations of the Ground 
Proximity Warning System and a 
call from his co-pilot for a 'go-
around' as the plane touched 

down. A number of other criticisms 
were also leveled at the airport, 
the airline and transport politicians 
for contributing factors.

Komar is to be prosecuted over 
the crash for negligence. His 
earlier arrest - which he was 
subsequently released from 
pending full charges - sparked 
protests from Indonesian aviation 
groups and criticism from 
international groups, including 
IFALPA, a powerful international 
airline pilots' association.

Evidence in his trial is set to 
include documentational evidence 
and aircraft wreckage, but it is 
unclear wether it will include the 
NTSC report. Much controversy 
was caused by the suggestion it 
may be used, since international 
regulations limit the use of 
materials intended for safety 
investigations as evidence to prove 
liability in criminal or civil cases.

Kamal Firdaus, council for the 
pilot, explained what this means 
for his client: "Today the 
documentation has been officially 
accepted by the prosecutor," 
adding, "I suspect from this it will 
be two to three weeks until it is 
handed over to the court - that's 
the usual practice. Usually the first 
hearing is two weeks after that." 
Firdaus commented that it would 
be "difficult" for liability to be 
established and that, "we are 
ready and it will be a very 
interesting legal case, so let's see 
what will happen in the court."

Komar, 45, is believed to be the 
first pilot prosecuted over an air 
accident in Indonesia despite the 
country's poor aviation safety 
record. He is being charged with 
three counts of negligence, but the 
potential sentence is unclear, as 
Aero-News reports that he could 
face life imprisonment while The 

Age says he can face up to seven 
years' imprisonment. His case is 
considered a landmark, with 
aviation groups believing his trial 
may set the precedent for pilots 
involved in future accidents.

NASA's Phoenix Lander has an 
oven full of Martian soil
NASA's Phoenix Lander has begun 
to cook a scoop full of Martian soil. 
For reasons unknown to scientists, 
and after several seemingly 
unsuccessful attempts to break up 
the soil, a large amount was 
discovered to have passed though 
a screen leading to an on board 
oven.

"We have an oven full. It took 10 
seconds to fill the oven. The 
ground moved," said Phoenix co-
investigator Bill Boynton, a 
researcher at the University of 
Arizona located in Tuscon, Arizona.

The lander's Robotic Arm delivered 
a partial scoopful of clumpy soil 
from a trench informally called 
"Baby Bear" to the number 4 oven 
on its TEGA (Thermal and Evolved 
Gas Analyzer) last Friday, June 6. 
NASA observed the method and 
reported that no soil had passed 
through the screens over the 
TEGA. The screen is to prevent 
larger bits of soil from clogging the 
narrow port to each oven so that 
fine particles fill the oven cavity, 
which is no wider than a pencil 
lead. The oven's goal is to vaporize 
any ice or water that may be 
present in the soil. Minerals may 
also burn off and scientists say 
that vapors from anything that 
evaporates or vaporizes will be 
tested and analyzed.

After some debate, NASA decided 
to 'shake' the soil in hopes that it 
would break up the larger 
particles. To much disappointment 
after six tries using this method, 
only a few particles got through 
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the screen. Scientists then ordered 
one last shake of the soil "in the 
off chance we might get lucky," 
stated Boynton.

After a few days of 
troubleshooting, NASA looked back 
at the soil and discovered that, for 
an unknown reason, a large 
amount of soil had fallen through 
the screen and was ready for 
inspection by the TEGA. Boynton 
states that it is possible that the 
oven might have filled because of 
the cumulative effects of all the 
shaking, or because of changes in 
the soil's cohesiveness as it sat for 
days on the top of the screen.

"There's something very unusual 
about this soil, from a place on 
Mars we've never been before. 
We're interested in learning what 
sort of chemical and mineral 
activity has caused the particles to 
clump and stick together," 
Boynton commented.

Phoenix was originally ordered to 
put off using its TEGA until 
scientists came up with a solution 
to the clodded soil. It had been 
rescheduled to take readings of 
the Martian climate such as 
temperature and wind speed, and 
also to analyze a soil sample using 
the optical microscope, or MECA 
(Microscopy, Electrochemistry, and 
Conductivity Analyzer) on June 12. 
Scientists say that those tasks are 
still scheduled to take place. 
Pictures and results from that 
sample are expected to arrive on 
Thursday June 12, while the oven 
samples will take a few days to 
analyze.

"The dirt finally did start to flow 
and we actually got a full oven, so 
that problem is now behind us. 
We're hopeful that some time in 
the next few days we'll close the 
oven and begin the analysis 
process," added Boynton.

EU, US declare intent to 
cooperate on climate change at 
summit
A European Union-United States 
summit held in Slovenia produced 
a draft declaration outlining the 
groups' future cooperation on 
climate change, energy security 
and financial stability. Yesterday 
was the final day of the summit, 
the last EU-US summit that US 
President George W. Bush will 
attend in his current role.

Hopes of a major breakthrough on 
the topic of climate change were 
low going into the summit. The 
foreign minister of Slovenia, 
Dimitrij Rupel, commented last 
week that, "on climate change, the 
positions are split." Members of 
the 27-nation EU have regularly 
expressed their dissatisfaction with 
the US for not having ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol, an agreement with 
binding greenhouse gas emissions 
targets. Doubts about the 
summit's efficacy were not 
misplaced, as no firm targets were 
set for actions on climate change.

The EU and US agreed to 
cooperate increasingly in science 
and technology research for 
energy and climate change 
purposes, including carbon capture 
and storage, and hydrogen fuel 
cells. The EU reaffirmed its 
commitments as per the Kyoto 
Protocol, but the US restated that 
developing countries such as China 
and India must be made to sign up 
to such global agreements before 
it will sign on.

Steps to secure energy sources for 
the future were also discussed. 
Promoting the creation of multiple 
pipelines to supply more natural 
gas to Europe was determined a 
priority, despite the fact that this 
would encourage an increase in 
emissions from gas use.

Bush commented in a follow-up 
news conference: "I think we can 
get a global agreement on climate 
change during my presidency - 
just so you know."

Delta II rocket launches GLAST 
observatory
The Gamma-ray Large Area Space 
Telescope (GLAST) satellite has 
been launched aboard a United 
Launch Alliance Delta II Heavy 
carrier rocket. Lift-off occurred 
from Launch Complex 17B at the 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station 
in Florida, United States, at 16:05 
GMT. Spacecraft separation 
occurred about 75 minutes after 
launch, just before 17:20 GMT. 
The launch was reported to have 
been successful.
 
The Delta II rocket flew in the 
7920H configuration, with nine 
GEM-46 solid rocket motors, and 
no third stage. This is the fifth 
flight of a Delta II Heavy, which 
differs from the standard Delta II 
in that it has more powerful solid 
rocket motors, originally developed 
for the Delta III. At 4627 kg 
(10201 lbs), GLAST is the heaviest 
payload ever launched by a Delta 
II. It will operate in a low Earth 
orbit, approximately 550 
kilometres above the Earth's 
surface.

GLAST will be used to study 
gamma rays emitted from 
supermassive black holes in other 
galaxies, and pulsars in our own 
galaxy. It is a replacement for the 
Compton Gamma Ray 
Observatory, which operated 
between April 1991 and June 
2000. It will be used by scientists 
in France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Sweden and the United States. 
The spacecraft will be operated by 
the US space agency, NASA. The 
United States Department of 
Energy is also involved in the 
mission.
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This is the 29th orbital launch of 
2008, and the second to be 
conducted by a Delta II. The next 
Delta II launch will occur in just 
over a week, when a lighter 
configuration 7420 rocket will be 
used to place the Jason-2 satellite 
into orbit. In total, this is the 
136th launch of a Delta II, the 
134th successful Delta II launch, 
and the 81st consecutive success.

Million-dollar trial aborted on 
account of sudoku
A drug trial in Sydney, Australia 
was aborted yesterday after 
several jurors were found to be 
playing sudoku puzzles during 
proceedings.

The Crown trial, in which Andrew 
Daniel Lonsdale and Kane Holland 
were accused of conspiracy to 
manufacture a commercial 
quantity of amphetamines, had 
been running for over three 
months, involved 105 witnesses 
and cost over A$1 million, and was 
scheduled to end soon with both 
parties prepared to deliver final 
statements this week.

While giving evidence last week, 
Lonsdale noticed the jury 
forewoman apparently writing 
notes vertically rather than 
horizontally, in the manner of 
someone solving a sudoku. The co-
accused, Holland, made the same 
observation, and their defence 
counsel lodged an appeal to the 
judge. Yesterday, the forewoman 
gave unsworn evidence to the 
judge confirming that she and 
several other jurors had been 
filling out the puzzles since the 
second week of the trial, 
comparing solutions during meal 
breaks. She claimed it helped 
them concentrate on the 
proceedings.

"It helps me keep my mind busy, 
and pay more attention," she said 

in her defense.

Judge Peter Zahra of the Sydney 
District Court had earlier lauded 
the jury's apparent attentiveness 
and diligence, but following the 
revelation, he told the forewoman 
that she and her fellow sudoku 
players had let down everyone 
involved in the trial. The jury was 
discharged, but no penalty will be 
given to the sudoku players. The 
New South Wales sheriff's office 
will update its guidelines to 
instruct jurors not to play games 
during proceedings, and the co-
accused will be facing a new trial 
at a later date.

U.S. teens generally reducing 
risky behavior says CDC
On June 4, a report published by 
the United States Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) showed that in the past 16 
years high school students have 
become less likely to engage in 
health risk-related behaviors such 
as having sex and taking drugs. 
However, the CDC found that 
Hispanic students were less likely 
to have reduced risky behavior 
when compared to Black and 
White students in several key 
areas.

The National Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey (YRBS) is run by the CDC 
every two years, and is an 
anonymous, self-administered 
survey of students in grades 9 to 
12. In the 2007 YRBS, over 14,000 
students were surveyed from 
across 44 U.S. states, 5 territories, 
and several individual school 
districts. The combined statistics 
used results from 39 states and 22 
large urban school districts.

The survey showed that males 
were more likely than females to 
engage in most behaviors 
involving violence or risk of 
unintentional injury, including 

driving while drinking alcohol, 
carrying a weapon, and being 
involved in a physical fight, 
although females were more likely 
to have contemplated or 
attempted suicide. Males were also 
more likely to have smoked 
tobacco or marijuana, engaged in 
heavy drinking, or engaged in 
sexual intercourse, while females 
were more likely to have fasted for 
24 hours or more, vomited or 
taken laxatives in order to lose 
weight.

While the proportions of White and 
Black students who had ever had 
sexual intercourse, and who had 
had sex with four or more partners 
in their lifetimes, all dropped over 
the period 1991-2007, there was 
no change in either of these 
statistics for the Hispanic 
population. Compared to their 
counterparts in the 1990s 
however, Hispanic students in 
2007 were found to be more likely 
to have used a condom during 
their most recent sexual 
intercourse, and less likely to have 
consumed drugs such as 
cigarettes, alcohol and marijuana.

Hispanic students were more likely 
than White or Black students to go 
without food for 24 hours to lose 
weight, to take drugs such as 
heroin or cocaine, to drink alcohol 
on school property, and to have 
avoided school on occasion 
because of safety concerns.

In comparison with previous YRBS 
results, the survey found that the 
percentage of students who had 
ever had sexual intercourse 
decreased from 54.1% in 1991 to 
47.8% in 2007, with a comparable 
decrease in the percentage who 
had had four or more sexual 
partners, from 18.7% to 14.9%. 
Decreases were also found in the 
percentage of students who had 
attempted suicide, who rode in a 
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car with a driver who had been 
drinking alcohol, and who had 
smoked marijuana in the past 
month, but an increase in the 
percentage who had avoided 
school on occasion because of 
safety concerns (from 4.4% in 
1993 to 5.5% in 2007).

"We are pleased that more high 
school students today are doing 
things that will help them stay 
healthy and avoiding things that 
put their health in danger. 
Unfortunately we are not seeing 
that same progress among 
Hispanic teens for certain risk 
factors," said Howell Wechsler, 
Ed.D., MPH, director of CDC’s 
Division of Adolescent and School 
Health.

Wikipedia Current Events

Sheikh Hasina, a former Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh detained 
on corruption charges, is released 
to seek treatment in the United 
States. 

•Stojan Župljanin, a wartime 
Bosnian Serb police commander 
is arrested near Belgrade and will 
be sent to the Hague where he 
will face trial for alleged war 
crimes. 

•Former basketball referee Tim 
Donaghy accuses other referees 
in the National Basketball 
Association of rigging games, 
including Game 6 in the 2002 
Western Conference Finals, 
allowing the Los Angeles Lakers 
to win that game, the series, and 
ultimately the 2002 NBA Finals. 

•President George W. Bush says 
that he wants to solve the Iran 
issue peacefully but "all options 
are on the table" in a joint media 
conference with the Chancellor of 
Germany Angela Merkel. 

•The British House of Commons 
considers anti-terrorism 

Wikipedia Current Events

legislation extending the period 
of preventive detention to 42 
days with a close vote expected 
due to a backbench revolt in the 
Labour Party. The Government 
eventually passes the bill by 315 
votes to 306. 

•Japan's House of Councillors 
passes a censure motion against 
the Prime Minister of Japan Yasuo 
Fukuda, the first such motion to 
be passed since World War II. 

•Airstrikes in Afghanistan 
targeting militants have killed at 
least 31 people including some 
civilians. 

•Reports claim that at least 10 
Pakistan Army soldiers have died 
in an apparent United States-led 
air strike near the border with 
Afghanistan with eight Taliban 
militants also killed. Pakistan 
condemns the airstrike as 
"unprovoked and cowardly". 

•Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
rebels overrun the 
Irukkulampiddi Sri Lankan Navy 
outpost killing at least 10 sailors. 

•Taiwanese negotiators led by 
Chiang Pin-kung, Chairman of the 
Strait Exchange Foundation, 
travel to the People's Republic of 
China to conduct talks on 
improving Cross-Strait relations.

Today in History
1864 – Union General Ulysses S. 
Grant pulled his troops out of the 
Battle of Cold Harbor in Hanover 

County, Virginia, ending one of the 
bloodiest, most lopsided battles in 

the American Civil War.
1889 – In one of the worst rail 
disasters in Europe, runaway 

passenger carriages collided with a 
following train near Armagh, 

present-day Northern Ireland, 
killing 88 people and injuring 170 

others.

1942 – On her thirteenth birthday, 
Anne Frank began keeping her 

diary during the Nazi occupation of 
the Netherlands.

1967 – The U.S. Supreme Court 
delivered its decision in the 

landmark civil rights case Loving v. 
Virginia, striking down laws 

restricting interracial marriage in 
the United States.

1979 – Pilot Bryan Allen flew the 
human-powered aircraft Gossamer 

Albatross across the English 
Channel to win the Kremer prize.
June 12 is Independence Day in 

the Philippines; Russia Day in the 
Russian Federation; Dia dos 

Namorados in Brazil

Quote of the Day
 We are adhering to life now 
with our last muscle — the heart. 

~ Djuna Barnes

Word of the Day
kaftan n

1. A long tunic worn in the 
Eastern Mediterranean.

2. A long dress or shirt similar 
in style to those worn in the 
Eastern Mediterranean.
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