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Top Stories

Hundreds of Monks arrested 
after protests
Military government crackdown

Interview with gay marriage 
movement founder Evan 
Wolfson

Wikinews has an 
in-depth 
interview with 
Evan Wolfson, 
founder of the 
movement for 
gay marriage 
rights, and legal 

champion of the cause.

Featured story

Bat for Lashes plays the 
Bowery Ballroom: an 
Interview with Natasha Khan

Musician 
Natasha 
Khan spoke 
recently 
with 
Wikinews 
about art, 

transvestism and drug use in the 
music business.

Wikipedia Current Events

Ukrainians went to the polls for 
the third time in three years to 
vote in parliamentary election. 

•According to data of National Exit 
Poll: Party of Regions 35.2%; 
Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc 31.5%; 
Our Ukraine–People's Self-
Defense Bloc 13.4%; Communist 
Party of Ukraine 5.1%; Lytvyn's 
People's Bloc 3.7%; Socialist 
Party of Ukraine 2.5%. 

•The Topps Meat Company recalls 
21.7 million pounds of frozen 
beef patties because of potential 
contamination with E. coli. 
Twenty-five cases of illness due 
to E. coli have been reported in 
the Northeastern United States.

•A central member of the military 
junta in Myanmar is reportedly 
interested in seeking political 
asylum in Norway. The colonel is 
said to have defected recently, 
and he is now hiding in the jungle 
among the Karen people. 

•China is the key to political 
change in Myanmar, not UN 
envoy Ibrahim Gambari who has 
met the military junta, the 
former United States Ambassador 
to the United Nations John Bolton 
said. 

•Indian player Viswanathan Anand 
wins the World Chess 
Championship 2007 at Mexico 
City to become the new world 
champion. 

•Lewis Hamilton wins the 2007 
Japanese Grand Prix to take a 12 
point lead in the 2007 Formula 
One season World Championship 

Wikipedia Current Events

with 2 races remaining. 

•College football: The new AP Poll 
results are released, with nine of 
the ten ranked teams which lost 
this past weekend either 
dropping further down the list or 
out of the poll completely. LSU 
rose to #1 for the first time since 
1959, Kentucky and Boston 
College rise into the Top Ten for 
the first time since 1977 and 
1992, respectively, and South 
Florida ascends into the Top Ten 
for the first time ever. 

Brett Favre breaks td record
Brett Favre broke Dan Marino's 
record for career touchdown 
passes on Sunday, throwing 
number 421 to receiver Greg 
Jennings with 4:56 left in the first 
quarter. The recordbreaking pass 
was a 16-yard slant route, and 
Favre had to throw a bullet to 
complete it. Though the game was 
being played at the Metrodome, 
even the Minnesota Vikings fans 
stood and applauded as Favre 
celebrated with his Green Bay 
Packer teammates.

After the announcement of the 
record was made, a taped 
message from Dan Marino played 
on the Jumbotron.

"Hey Brett, it's Dan Marino. I'd like 
to take a minute to congratulate 
you on breaking one of the great 
records in sports. I loved holding 
the touchdown record for the past 
13 years, but if someone was 
going to break it, I'm glad it was 
someone like you, who has always 
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competed at the highest level and 
always played only to win," said 
Marino. "Over the past 17 years, 
you've been a credit to the 
Packers, and to the National 
Football League and to the sport 
that we all love so much. Brett, 
congratulations on touchdown 
421!"

This historic event came just two 
weeks after Favre broke John 
Elway's record for career wins by a 
quarterback, defeating the New 
York Giants for win number 149. 
The legendary gunslinger also 
holds the records for career 
completions and consecutive 
games started, which continued on 
Sunday at 241. Later in the second 
quarter of today's game, Favre 
threw the 8,359th pass of his 
career, eclipsing another of 
Marino's records.

When asked about the record after 
the game, a subdued Favre 
said,"It's just a number. Am I 
proud? Absolutely. I'm more proud 
of the fact that we won this 
game...I'm pleased it's over, and 
I'm honored. To play this long, I 
think, is a special thing and to 
achieve this is, uh, very special...". 
He added that, in his mind, Dan 
Marino is still the best quarterback 
of all time.

Quotes from Around the NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell "Brett 
Favre is one of the greatest 
players in NFL history. He's so 
much fun to watch not only 
because of his talent but also 
because of his competitive spirit. 
He is the only player to win three 
MVP awards and his consecutive 
games streak at quarterback is a 
tribute to his toughness and 
passion for the game. Brett has 
been a leader on the field and in 
the community and his long list of 
accomplishments is truly 
remarkable. We have been 

fortunate to be able to watch him 
play this long and we all look 
forward to seeing him set many 
more records."

Bart Starr "It's a remarkable 
accomplishment and richly 
deserved. Brett is a fabulous 
competitor and personifies 
leadership by example. I've never 
seen a more enthusiastic player 
and leader."

Mike Holmgren "As proud and 
amazed as I am of what Brett is 
and has accomplished on the 
playing field, the thing that 
impresses me the most is what 
kind of a man and leader he has 
become off the field. I have taken 
great joy in watching him develop 
as a person and father over his 
career."

Joe Montana "I honestly thought 
Danny's records might never be 
broken. What Brett has done is a 
tremendous accomplishment. 
Congratulations you old fart!!!"

Terry Bradshaw "Brett Favre is the 
best I have ever seen. And I've 
never said that about anybody. 
He's simply the best. He's got the 
strongest arm, athleticism, field 
presence, leadership, poise and 
tenaciousness. He plays hurt, he's 
fun, he's infectious. He has 
everything I want to see, including 
the game-time decisions, the 
strengths, and all the intangibles."

Steve Young "If you haven't played 
quarterback in the NFL you truly 
don't understand just how difficult 
it is, let alone to be great at it. 
Throwing one touchdown is hard 
but to do what Brett has done, 
come on. You can't give that 
record enough respect. Couple 
that with the consecutive games 
streak and what he has 
accomplished is beyond 
imagination. To have one of those 

records is astronomical and he's 
got them all. It was an honor to 
compete against him and an honor 
to be his friend."

2007 FIFA Women's World 
Cup: Germany defeats Brazil to 
retain championship
Germany 2–0 Brazil

Germany beat Brazil to win their 
2nd straight Women's World Cup.

Brazil controlled the majority of 
the pssession throughout the 
game managing 6 shots on goal 
including a missed penalty from 
Marta. When asked about the 
saved penalty, After the penalty 
save, I felt it was meant to be, 
Germany coach Silvia Neid said.

For Germany, this culminated a 
tournament where they made 
history by became the 1st team to 
succesfully defend their 
championship and didn't give up a 
single goal over the entire 540 
minutes of play during the 
tournament. The last Goal that 
Germany gave up was in the 2003 
FIFA Women's World Cup Final 
when Sweden's Hanna Ljungberg 
scored in the 41st minute.
Quotes
Silvia Neid, Germany coach: "It 
was an evenly-balanced match in 
terms of chances, Brazil might 
even have had more, but we 
worked as a team, came out 
strongly in the second half and 
scored at the right time. Once 
Nadine Angerer saved the penalty, 
I was always confident we wouldn't 
concede. We worked together well, 
we stood tight in defence, we were 
close to our opponents and there 
was a determination there not to 
concede any goals. Before the 
tournament, we asked all the 
players to work."
Jorge Barcellos, Brazil coach: It 
was a very tough game for us and 
one in which we missed lot of very 
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good chances. The Germans only 
had a few chances but they took 
theirs well. This was especially 
important in the second half when 
we were one down and Marta 
missed such a critical penalty. But 
it's clear my players tried their 
best and I can only say I'm very 
sad with the result. The players 
are eager to win and that will help 
them play better in future.
Nadine Angerer, Germany 
goalkeeper: I watched Brazil's 
game against Australia and 
although that time Marta went for 
the right corner with her penalty, I 
had a feeling that this time she 
would go for the left. So I decided 
to wait as long as possible - and it 
was the right decision.
Cristiane, Brazil forward: Today we 
didn't play very well, we couldn't 
take our chances and Germany 
did, so that was the difference. It 
was a sad day but this team has 
done a very good job, we have 21 
very talented players and I think 
we have given a very good 
example to the girls in Brazil.

Three strong earthquakes 
strike near New Zealand
Three large earthquakes hit 
Sunday near New Zealand and 
Guam in remote parts of the South 
Pacific Ocean, according to the 
United States Geological Survey 
(USGS).

The first quake which happened at 
2:08 (UTC) was a magnitude 6.8 
and located 345 kilometers (215 
miles) south, southeast of 
Hagåtña, Guam. The second 
occurred at 5:23 (UTC) and was a 
magnitude 7.3 and located 200 
k.m. (125 miles) northwest of 
Auckland Island, New Zealand. The 
third occurred at 9:47 (UTC), also 
a magnitude 6.8, was located 235 
k.m. (145 miles) west, northwest 
of Auckland Island, New Zealand. 
All three of the quake's epicenters 
were less than 10 miles deep.

According to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration's 
(NOAA) Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center in Honolulu, Hawaii, none 
of the quakes caused a tsunami, 
though local advisories were 
issued.

There was no damage, injuries or 
deaths reported in any of the 
quakes.

Iran's parliament labels CIA a 
terrorist organization
On Saturday, Majlis of Iran, Iran's 
parliament, approved a non-
binding resolution designating the 
United States Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and the U.S. Army 
as "terrorist organizations", in 
what is seen as a largely symbolic 
move. The designation was backed 
on Sunday by Iran's Foreign 
Ministry. Earlier in the week, the 
U.S. Senate had passed a 
resolution giving a similar 
designation to Iran's Army of the 
Guardians of the Islamic 
Revolution.

"The aggressor U.S. Army and the 
Central Intelligence Agency are 
terrorists and also nurture terror," 
said Iranian lawmakers. 215 
members of the 290 members 
signed the declaration.

"Terrorist" acts cited by Iran's 
parliament included the U.S. 
Army's use of atomic bombs 
against Japan in World War II, its 
use of depleted uranium munitions 
in the Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq 
and its use of torture against 
prisoners in Guantanamo Bay 
detention camp in Guantánamo 
Bay, Cuba and Abu Ghraib Prison 
in Iraq. Iran's parliament also cited 
the CIA's role in training the 
Mujahideen during the Soviet 
Union's occupation of Afghanistan.

If ratified, the resolution would 
become law, but would likely have 

little political effect given that the 
U.S. and Iran do not have 
diplomatic relations.

12 soldiers killed in raid on 
peacekeeping base in Darfur
A force of 1,000 rebels believed to 
be from the Sudan Liberation Army 
attacked one of the African Union's 
peacekeeping bases in the Darfur 
region of Sudan, said AU officials 
Sunday. They added that more 
than 50 AU pacificators and 
military personnel are MIA since 
the attack on the base, although 
the figure could not be confirmed 
as the fighting had not stopped.

In what was called "...the heaviest 
loss of life and biggest attack on 
the African Mission," by AU 
spokesperson Noureddine Mezni, 
30 vehicles raided the AU base in 
the town of Haskanita just after 
the sunset meal which ended the 
daytime fasting of Ramadan. The 
base was completely destroyed.

Insurgents in Darfur have become 
increasingly disillusioned with the 
AU peacekeepers, and are 
convinced that they too often side 
with the Sudanese government. 
Several attacks on AU forces have 
been blamed on these insurgents.

The SLA did not comment on the 
latest raid of the AU base. 
However, a leader in the allied 
Justice and Equality Movement 
said that they were engaged in 
combat against government-
aligned Janjaweed forces days 
before. Some sources have said 
that was orchestrated by JEM 
rebels in an attempt to gain 
supplies, recognition, and input in 
the peace talks scheduled for 
October 27 in Libya.

The Sudanese government did not 
comment on the attacks, although 
AU officials said that they 
witnessed multiple Sudanese 

If you would like to write, publish or edit articles, visit www.wikinews.org 



Monday, October 1, 2007 Wikinews Page 4

helicopters and fighter jets leaving 
for Haskanita from the Sudanese 
base in southern Darfur.

The attack marks the first time an 
AU base has been overwhelmed 
since deployment in June, 2004. 
The peacekeeping force has failed 
to slow the fighting in the region, 
and do not have the ability to 
defend themselves from attack. 
They will soon be merged with the 
26,000 strong United Nations 
force, whose first units will arrive 
in October.

Athabasca University gets $30 
million dollars
Yesterday the Government of 
Alberta announced that the 
province's Athabasca University 
will get $30 million towards the 
creation of an Academic and 
Research Centre that will increase 
the University's campus by 50%. 
The announcement was made by 
Doug Horner, the Minister of 
Advanced Education & Technology 
at a Press Conference at the 
University.

"It's all about more choices and 
accessibility to education," the 
Minister said.

The grant is being called by some 
as the University's second-biggest 
milestone after the move to the 
Town of Athabasca, and will allow 
for an additional 1,500 full time 
students per year. All of the 
University's courses are delivered 
by distance education.

"It allows us to serve our mission" 
said Joy Romero, the Chair of the 
Athabasca University Governing 
Council.

Lewis Hamilton wins 2007 
Japanese Grand Prix
Vodafone McLaren Mercedes driver 
Lewis Hamilton starting from pole 
wins the FIA Formula-1 2007 

Japanese Grand Prix at the Fuji 
Speedway, Oyama, Japan. It 
became the first race on this 
circuit since 1977, when James 
Hunt won the race for McLaren-
Ford.

A rainy and foggy weekend at Fuji 
appeared to be very hard for all 
drivers as the race held longer 
then expected and the drivers 
have to be more concentrated due 
to severe weather conditions. The 
race started behind the safety car 
which stayed on a track for an 
unusually long time, about 40 
minutes.

Both Ferrari drivers, who managed 
to get the second row on the 
starting grid in the saturday 
qualifying session were out of the 
game on the first laps due to their 
tyre selection mistake - drivers 
were forced to change to extreme 
wet tyres after a few driving 
errors. When the pace car finally 
turned of the lights giving the 
drivers a clear road Hamilton 
quickly made a gap from his 
teammate, Fernando Alonso, who 
had more fuel on board and so a 
heavier car. Alonso was out after 
41 laps due to a driving accident.

Heikki Kovalainen driving for 
Renault finally leads to a first 
podium finish for the team in this 
season, Finn managed to get to 
the second place. On the dying 
laps of the race he masterly 
defended his position from Kimi 
Räikkönen, who returned to the 
battle for podium after the Ferrari 
start failure.

Sebastian Vettel and Mark Webber 
had a high chances to be on a 
podium, but a collision between 
Toro Rosso and Red Bull spoiled 
their chances.

Renault-engined cars done well in 
the race with David Coulthard and 

Giancarlo Fisichella finished 4th 
and 5th.

Robert Kubica got a drive through 
the pit-lane penalty after his 
dangerous driving and a collision 
with Hamilton, Polish driver rolled 
back to the 7th place. Felipe Massa 
took 6th place for Ferrari in the 
hard battle with Kubica upon the 
finish line.

Vitantonio Liuzzi closed the top 
eight for Toro Rosso.

Adrian Sutil did his best for 
Spyker, finishing ahead of both 
Hondas. It was confirmed that 
Spyker will change owners in the 
next season to be the first India 
national Formula One team in 
history.

In the Drivers' Championship 
Hamilton increased the gap to his 
teammate Alonso to 12 points, he 
has now 107. Kimi came closer to 
McLaren drivers with only 5 points 
behind Alonso.

Death toll in One-Two-Go crash 
reaches 90
A Welsh woman has died in a Thai 
hospital from injuries sustained in 
the September 16 crash of One-
Two-GO Airlines Flight 269 at 
Phuket International Airport, 
bringing the death toll to 90.

Bethan Jones, 22, from Porth, had 
been one of 42 original survivors 
in the crash, which her boyfriend, 
Alex Collins, 22, did not survive. 
They had recently begun a round-
the-world trip together when the 
crash occurred, and were only 
three days into it.

Jones, whose family flew to 
Thailand in order to be with her, 
never regained consciousness after 
the crash, which left her in critical 
condition with burns across more 
than 50% of her body. Two days 
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after the crash a military aircraft 
had flown her to a specialist unit 
at the Bangkok General Hospital 
for treatment.

Her family released a statement in 
which they thanked family, friends 
and "the community of Porth and 
Rhondda and all Bethan's friends 
and work colleagues for their 
kindness and sympathy".

Bethan's body will be flown home 
this weekend. Alex's body is 
already in Wales, and his funeral is 
scheduled for Monday.

Interview with gay marriage 
movement founder Evan 
Wolfson
Evan Wolfson, the founder of the 
modern gay marriage movement, 
tells the waiter he would like an 
iced decaf and "the usual." 
Wolfson, one of Time Magazine's 
Most Influential People in the 
World, is a man who unflinchingly 
knows what he wants and stays 
his course, whether it be in his 
choice of restaurant or in his 
choice of battle. And others always 
know when they see Evan coming 
what it is that he wants.

Since his time at Harvard Law 
School when he wrote a paper on 
the topic, what Wolfson wants is 
the right for gay people to marry. 
The issue gained national 
prominence in 1993 when the 
Hawaii Supreme Court held in 
Baehr v. Lewin that the 
government had to show a reason 
for the denial of the freedom to 
marry, not just deny marriage 
licenses to the plaintiff gay 
couples. Wolfson was co-counsel in 
the historic 1996 Hawaii trial in 
which he argued that the 
government does not have a 
sufficient reason for excluding 
same-sex couples from marriage. 
In 1999, Wolfson contributed to 
Baker v. Vermont, the case that 

led to the creation of civil unions; 
advised the lead attorneys in 
Goodridge v. Department of Public 
Health, the case that led to same-
sex marriage in Massachusetts; 
and since 2003, when he founded 
the primary umbrella organization 
coordinating the efforts to win 
marriage for gay people, Freedom 
to Marry, Wolfson has played a role 
in every marriage equality case in 
the United States. He is the 
movement's founder and leader, 
and his focus remains square on 
winning that right. "For years," 
said Matt Foreman, executive 
director of the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, "many of us 
were saying to him, 'We're not 
ready. The country's not ready. 
And, by the way, you're crazy.'"

When I make a statement to him 
about his devoting his life to gay 
marriage, he corrects me: "I’ve 
played a part in cases that span 
the entire spectrum of eliminating 
gay people’s exclusions and 
limitations on who gay people are, 
and I’ve also written on 
immigration and economic justice, 
and I have worked on cases 
involving race discrimination in 
jury selection and women’s 
inequality. I don’t think one has to 
pick one of these things; they 
work together."

Indeed, he has. Wolfson was lead 
counsel before the Supreme Court 
in Boy Scouts of America v. Dale, 
the case arguing against the 
expulsion of gay scoutmasters. As 
an intrepid young assistant district 
attorney in Brooklyn, Wolfson 
worked on People v. Liberta to end 
the exemption that allowed women 
to be raped by their husbands 
legally, a right in New York State 
as early as 1984. And he helped 
end the practice of choosing jurors 
based upon their race.

Wolfson's entire career has been at 

the center of the most explosive 
legal and cultural issues of the last 
thirty years in the United States, 
and his influence has been 
profound. David Shankbone sat 
down with him to discuss some of 
the recent decisions affecting gay 
marriage, gender in marriage and 
reactions in the gay community to 
his fight for their rights.

Wolfson and gay marriage
DS: You are one of the leaders, 
arguably the founder, of the 
modern gay marriage movement—
EW: —marriage. Not gay marriage. 
Marriage. We’re not fighting for 
gay marriage, or same-sex 
marriage, or any phrase like that. 
We are fighting for an end to 
exclusion from marriage. We are 
fighting for the freedom to marry, 
the same freedom, rules, 
responsibilities and respect as our 
non-gay brothers and sisters have. 
It’s not just a question of wording.

DS: The argument is posed that 
it’s not the same given that 
marriage has traditionally been a 
heterosexual institution.
EW: The defining tradition of 
marriage has been change. 
Throughout its thousands of years 
of history, across all societies, the 
most predominant tradition of 
marriage is that marriage has 
changed constantly from place to 
place, across time.

DS: How has marriage changed 
recently?
EW: There are four profound 
battles just within my lifetime that 
have changed marriage. First, the 
battle to end the government’s 
role in limiting people’s ability to 
get out of a failed or abusive 
marriage. The choice by a couple 
of whether to marry or divorce, 
that it be made by the couple 
rather than be imposed from 
without was a legal and cultural 
battle that took decades, arguably 
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centuries. We changed that 
tradition just in my lifetime, and 
marriage is stronger for it. Very 
few people today would turn the 
clock back, despite all the rhetoric 
of our opponents who use divorce 
as an excuse as to assault gay 
people on marriage. In fact, they 
are not seriously working to end 
divorce because they understand 
that most people believe rightly 
that is a decision that belongs to 
human beings and not one to be 
imposed from without.
The second important change was 
ending government interference in 
personal choices, such as whether 
or not to engage in sex with a 
married partner and whether to 
use contraception [the Supreme 
Court's Griswold decision]. Many 
opponents of gay people’s right to 
marry have never accepted that 
fundamental principle as a matter 
of law, even though they exert it in 
their own life, often hypocritically, 
behind closed doors. They profess 
to want to roll back the clock on 
the Griswold decision and all the 
others that established the 
principle that those decisions rest 
with individuals.
Third was ending race restrictions 
on who could marry whom; that 
only came to a conclusion, legally 
speaking, forty years ago. Forty 
years ago there were people 
defending with the same ferocity 
as that with which they oppose 
gay people’s right to marry, the 
government’s right to restrict who 
can marry based upon their race, 
preaching who was the right kind 
of person to marry somebody else. 
Forty years ago people believed 
that was okay.
The fourth was ending the legal 
subordination of women in 
marriage. The definition of 
marriage said it was okay for a 
husband to rape his wife because 
he is entitled to take what belongs 
to him. I worked on the case that 
ended what was called the marital 

rape exemption.

DS: That was here in New York?
EW: That was here in New York 
when I worked for the Brooklyn 
D.A.’s office. This is not ancient 
history! This is not the Civil War…
this was in our own country in our 
lifetime in New York State. 
Marriage has always been this 
battlefield upon which larger 
questions have been addressed, 
and there have been many, many 
changes in the institution that 
have made it stronger and more 
reflective of American values--
love, choice, freedom, equality, 
commitment, dedication--and 
reflective of who Americans really 
are, including men, women and 
people of diverse religious 
opinions, and gay people. Values 
and exclusion: that’s what this 
struggle is about.

DS: How did you first become 
involved in the marriage issue and 
why was it something you decided 
to dedicate yourself to?
EW: The short answer is that I 
don’t believe now, and I didn’t 
believe when I started this, that 
you can say you are for equality 
but acquiesce in exclusion from 
the central social and legal 
institution of this and virtually 
every other society. That’s not 
equality. You can’t say you are for 
equality if you accept exclusion 
from something so important 
legally and personally.

DS: But why marriage and not 
immigration, or adoption? There 
are many areas where gay people 
are excluded from participation. 
Why do you personally focus on 
marriage?
EW: These are not either/ors. It’s 
not like you have to pick one thing. 
However, the reason I think it is so 
central to the discussion is 
because marriage is not just about 
getting married.

Marriage is a vocabulary, it’s a 
vehicle, an engine for a larger 
discussion that moves people’s 
understanding of who gay people 
are, why sex discrimination is 
wrong, why exclusion is wrong in 
America, that brings up discussion 
the separation of church and state, 
that brings up discussion of 
whether there should be 
limitations or roles based on sex, 
or whether w:men and women 
should be treated equally. Whether 
two women should be considered 
whole when they form a 
committed and loving relationship, 
as opposed to saying they are 
unwhole and unequal because they 
don’t have a man in their life.
These larger questions are 
engendered by marriage, are 
promoted by the discussion around 
marriage, because marriage is a 
vocabulary in which non-gay 
people talk about these things and 
think about these things. Marriage 
has always been a battleground on 
which questions like this, large 
defining questions about what kind 
of country we are going to have 
and society we are going to have 
and the proper boundaries 
between the individual and the 
government, have been contested 
throughout American history. Gay 
people are not the first people to 
tackle these questions on the 
battleground of marriage. By 
claiming the battleground and 
vocabulary, we are not only 
addressing our exclusion from an 
important legal institution, to 
which thousands and thousands of 
protections, responsibilities and 
opportunities are connected. It’s 
even bigger than that, because we 
are not just talking about that set 
of legal protections and 
responsibilities and the tangible 
and intangible consequences that 
flow from that, we are indeed 
engaging through that vocabulary 
in a discussion about central and 
important questions that in a way 
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advances our cause, and a larger 
causes, more effectively than 
virtually any other single thing. 
That’s why for all the work I have 
done on many different things, I 
see the marriage work as 
important.

The gay community and marriage
DS: It does not appear many gay 
people are galvanized to fight for 
the marriage right.
EW: For what do you see gay 
people more galvanized? I would 
say the opposite. I’ve seen gay 
people marching in the streets of 
California, on Freedom to Marry 
day all around the country. But 
marching in the streets is not the 
ONLY methodology of social 
change. Here in New York we 
passed a marriage bill this year. 
California passed a marriage bill 
through two consecutive 
legislatures after unseating anti-
gay opponents and electing pro-
gay legislators. That took action, 
that took planning.

DS: Larry Kramer, a very 
prominent gay critic of his own 
community, has taken it to task for 
its inaction and focusing on sex 
and having a good time instead of 
working to change their place in 
American society. But you are 
saying that there is no case of 
wider apathy amongst gays nor a 
relative disengagement with their 
issues?
EW: Absolutely we need to have 
more people break their silence, 
find their voice, engage in this 
discussion with the nongay people 
around them about who gay 
people really are, why marriage 
matters, how the denial of 
marriage hurts them, their loved 
ones, their partners.... We need 
more gay people. We also need 
more non-gay people.

DS: Do you feel disappointment 
with the level of involvement of 

the gay community in the 
marriage issue?
EW: I always want more. My job is 
to want more, to help make more 
happen, and I believe if more 
people would break their silence, 
take action, write a check, get 
involved, talk to their mothers and 
roommates, we’d go there faster. 
What keeps me going is spending 
less time on disappointment and 
more time on possibility, and I 
always believe we can get more. 
That leads me to push harder for 
more. A few months ago people 
thought we would never live to see 
a marriage bill passed in New York, 
particularly after the cruel blow of 
the loss in court last year. Within 
less than a year we got the New 
York assembly to pass a marriage 
bill. Just a few years ago people 
didn’t think we would ever get a 
legislature to pass a marriage bill. 
California broke that impasse, now 
twice.

DS: In July of 2006 there was a 
proclamation that went out called 
Beyond Same-Sex Marriage. It was 
signed by a lot of well-known 
people: Cornel West, Armistead 
Maupin, Gloria Steinem, Terrence 
McNally. All friends of the gay 
movement—
EW: —and all supporters of the 
freedom to marry—

DS: —That proclamation said too 
many resources are going toward 
gay marriage. In a similar vein, 
one Wikipedia editor asked, 
"Should we be fighting for the 
ultimate 'prize' of same-sex 
marriage when most states 
haven't even given the basic gay 
rights of non-discrimination in 
employment, non-discrimination in 
housing and non-discrimination in 
public places/accommodation?"
EW: Well, first of all, the signers 
you mentioned who signed that 
Beyond Marriage statement also 
are strong supporters of the 

freedom to marry. The statement 
itself did not actually say what you 
just said. Some of the organizers 
of Beyond Marriage who have their 
own political agenda took that 
broad coalition of people who 
signed off on the generically good 
goals laid there and presented it 
as a focused attack on the 
marriage work. More than the 
statement or many of the 
individual signatories themselves 
believe in.

DS: Have any of the signatories 
rescinded their support of the 
Beyond Marriage statement?
EW: I don’t know that anyone has 
been asked to do that. I think the 
reason why people sign 
statements like that is because 
they are in agreement with the 
general goals. They are not 
necessarily responsible for or 
paying attention to what some of 
the people with a more focused or 
stronger agenda have to say.

DS: What was the motivation 
behind the letter? People such as 
Richard Kim, associate editor of 
The Nation and one of the 
organizers, said it supported the 
notion that too many resources 
were going toward marriage fights.
EW: I think some of the organizers 
had an agenda. Richard Kim 
clearly has an agenda that is very 
different from what Gloria Steinem 
or Armistead Maupin have. I think 
if Terrence McNally, Steinem and 
the others were actually shown 
some of Richard Kim’s articles as 
opposed to the broad, conciliatory 
and coalition-building goals found 
in that statement, they would not 
endorse his articles nor his views.

DS: Why not?
EW: Kim’s articles are dismissive 
of the importance of marriage and 
the aspiration to marry that 
millions of people have, and that 
people like Gloria Steinem and 
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Terrence McNally support. What I 
said to the Beyond Marriage 
organizers is that 90% of what is 
in that document we agree with 
and, in fact, I have worked for. In 
their schema I am supposedly the 
antithesis of everything they stand 
for, yet I would argue I have done 
more to attain their goals than 
they have.

DS: Are too many resources going 
toward marriage fights?
EW: That’s completely untrue. To 
the contrary, the work to win the 
freedom to marry, particularly in 
some of states that are primary 
battlegrounds right now, is under-
funded. We need more resources 
to go to winning public opinion. I 
also don’t believe that money goes 
to one fight done right takes away 
from other fights we care about. I 
think when we do one fight right 
our movement’s work rises 
collectively. Gay people should not 
have to choose which is more 
important to them: their love or 
their job. That’s a false choice.

DS: Some argue that marriage 
fights are "too much, too soon" 
and that it hurts the other fights; 
that it causes a backlash.
EW: If you look at the successes of 
this year, we have won more non-
discrimination measures, we have 
won more protections for 
transgender people, we have won 
more—or at least as many—gains 
for youth protection this year than 
any other year in our movement. 
All of it fueled by and accelerated 
by the marriage work and the 
discussions it engenders about gay 
people and our common humanity. 
That helps move the benchmarks 
about what is fair. Richard Kim and 
some of the others--not all--but 
some of the others have a false 
choice framing that continually 
undermines the common effort. 
Many of the goals that they 
support I also support. That said, I 

don’t think they speak for 
everybody that signed that 
statement, and the proof is that it 
went out there and went nowhere. 
Meanwhile, those of us who feel 
differently continue to move 
forward and rack gains for the 
movement, including, for example, 
the win in Iowa just a few weeks 
ago.

The Iowa and Maryland decisions
DS: Was it a win in Iowa, or was it 
a brief respite?
EW: It was a judge in Iowa finding 
that the denial of couples and 
families in Iowa of the freedom to 
marry has to change and end, and 
that same-sex couples should have 
the same freedom to marry as 
different sexed couples. That’s a 
win. It’s not a final win, because 
the case is being appealed. But 
just a few years ago if people were 
asked if we could get a judge in 
Iowa to strike down the exclusion 
from marriage, right there in the 
heartland, I think most people 
would have said we couldn’t.

DS: Last week, Maryland's Court 
of Appeals became the latest high 
court, after New York, Washington 
and New Jersey, to refuse to grant 
marriage rights to gay couples. 
What’s your reaction to the 
decision? There haven’t been 
many gay marriage gains recently.
EW: I don’t see it that way. I see 
very clearly we are in fact winning. 
The number of people who are 
wrestling with this question, their 
desire to be fair but who are also 
struggling with their conflict and 
discomfort about gay people. Many 
don’t understand yet how the 
denial of marriage really effects 
real life people who they are 
increasingly coming to know. They 
are having to think about how 
marriage is something precious 
and important to same-sex 
couples and their kids, as well as 
to them. They are wrestling with 

all this. I have no doubt and I see 
every day that more people are 
moving in our direction.

DS: Why is momentum in your 
movement seemingly stalled?
EW: What hasn’t happened yet is 
that the decision-makers at a 
given moment, whether it be 
judges on a court or the right 
combination of legislators and a 
governor, have gotten to the place 
where they have brought the 
second state [In 2004 
Massachusetts became the first 
state to pass gay marriage]. What 
hasn’t happened is all those things 
coming into alignment to get the 
second state...to get the fifth 
state. So you are absolutely right 
that the victory of the next state 
has remained a teeny bit beyond 
our grasp so far, although we 
continue to come closer and closer. 
4-3 in Maryland is not something 
people thought was going to 
happen even that close just a few 
years ago. On the other hand, 4-3 
is not good enough. It needs to be 
four to three in our favor, or five to 
two. We are this close to getting 
the second state, and Maryland 
was very disappointing because we 
hoped that it might be the next 
one.

DS: The decision was quite strong.
EW: No, the decision was quite 
mediocre.

DS: But the court ruled against 
even domestic partnerships.
EW: Correct, although the reason 
the court gave for that is that the 
plaintiff’s didn’t ask for it. They 
could have written more; they 
encouraged the legislature to 
move forward; they didn’t 
preclude a case challenging the 
denial of the incidence of marriage 
and unequal treatment generally; 
they simply ruled on the question 
before them. That said, it was a 
disappointing decision. It was very 
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mediocre and the reasoning was 
shallow and inadequate. They 
never explained how if procreation 
is somehow central to marriage--
which legally it clearly is not--how 
denying gay people the right to 
marry promotes procreation.

Freedom to Marry’s role
DS: What role does Freedom to 
Marry play in these cases?
EW: We provide a role as adviser 
and consultant when asked.

DS: Were you an adviser and 
consultant to the plaintiffs in the 
Maryland case?
EW: Yes.

DS: Does Freedom to Marry play 
more of a coordinating function?
EW: That’s one role Freedom to 
Marry plays. The lawyers in our 
movement know how to handle 
these cases; in Maryland it was the 
ACLU, and Ken Choe did a brilliant 
job at argument. My role is as an 
adviser and consultant, but is 
almost as much about being a 
friend and colleague as it is about 
the need for one more opinion. 
The more important role Freedom 
to Marry plays is to remind all of 
us in this movement that winning 
a lawsuit, winning a legislative 
battle, winning a ballot measure 
and winning the hearts and minds 
of the public are not things to be 
done in an isolated fashion. we 
need to integrate all the work of 
what Martin Luther King called the 
methodologies of social change. To 
make sure they are all being done 
in concert, so that when the 
lawyers are doing a brilliant job in 
court, the rest of us are doing a 
serious, persistent engagement of 
the public and opinion leaders. The 
way a lawsuit turns out is at least 
as much effected by the work that 
is done in the food court as it is by 
what is done in the law court. The 
conversations we have around the 
court are important as the briefs 

we file in the court. So Freedom to 
Marry's more important role in 
cases like Maryland is to support 
the leaders on the ground and to 
have the engagement that creates 
the climate for the court to rule in 
our favor.

DS: How do you handle losses 
such as the one in Maryland?
EW: What eased the pain of 
Maryland was the truly striking 
and compelling video of the Mayor 
of San Diego signing a measure in 
support of gay marriage, even 
though literally just hours before 
the press conference he said he 
would veto it. He’s a Republican 
ex-police chief, but when he looked 
his gay staffers and his gay 
daughter in the face and talked 
with them, he realized he couldn’t 
do it, and came out for the 
freedom to marry. He talked about 
how civil unions--the position he 
had hours before--was not good 
enough. He provided a moral 
witness, a living testimony, of a 
person thinking deep and the 
power that gay people have to 
change minds when they speak to 
people like him and get them to 
look deep in their heart. That 
moment last week is an indication 
of how more gay people and more 
non-gay people can play more of a 
role in moving this momentum 
toward marriage equality even 
faster.

Domestic  partnerships  and  civil 
unions
DS: Why are domestic 
partnerships or civil unions not 
adequate?
EW: Civil unions, domestic 
partnerships, and other legal 
mechanisms can serve a value in 
helping end discrimination and 
helping achieve protections and 
some degree of security for 
families. But they are no substitute 
for the tangible and intangible 
security, protection, responsibility 

and respect that come with the 
freedom to marry. I’m all for 
partnerships, civil unions and 
other mechanisms that help 
families meet their needs and do 
better. But not as a substitute for 
ending discrimination in marriage. 
Gay people should not have to go 
in the back door and settle for 
less; they should not have to take 
a legal mechanism that is separate 
and lesser, when we already have 
one system in our country that 
fully provides protections and 
responsibilities and respect. That’s 
called marriage. Most non-gay 
people would not trade their 
marriage for a civil union, and gay 
people shouldn’t have to, either. 
Especially when there is no good 
reason for the government sending 
some families around the back 
while others come in the front.

DS: People like Alan Dershowitz 
have raised an argument that the 
word 'marriage' should be 
reserved for religious contexts, 
and in civil and legal contexts we 
should use a uniform concept of 
civil unions.
EW: Is Alan Dershowitz married? 
[he is] For those same reasons he 
found it important to be legally 
married, and entitled to respect for 
that, so should gay people be 
married. If it’s good enough for 
Professor Dershowitz, it’s good 
enough for us.

DS: He’s not arguing against 
marriage, but against marriage as 
a civil institution.
EW: Why do we suddenly have to 
throw out the entire system, 
invent some whole new thing, just 
because gay people want to get 
married? I don’t actually see Alan 
Dershowitz doing anything about 
this, other than writing an article, 
because he probably rightly 
understand it would be an 
immense project to go around the 
country and convince 200 million 
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plus people to trade in their 
marriage for something new and 
explain why we are doing this 
when we actually have a legal 
system that already clearly 
distinguishes between civil and 
religious marriage. Government 
doesn’t issue bar mitzvah licenses 
or communion licenses, but it 
issues marriage licenses because 
marriage is a legal institution that 
is distinct from whatever 
ceremonies or important meaning 
people find when they celebrate 
their religious marriage in church, 
synagogue, temple or mosque.
Marriage in the United States is a 
civil union; but a civil union, as it 
has come to be called, is not 
marriage. It is a proposed 
hypothetical legal mechanism, 
since it doesn’t exist in most 
places, to give some of the 
protections but also withhold 
something precious from gay 
people. There’s no good reason to 
do that. We don’t need to invent a 
whole new system because we 
already have a distinction between 
civil and religious.

DS: People argue that system is 
already broke. Half of marriages 
end in divorce. If that system isn’t 
working for straights, why should 
we introduce it for gay people?
EW: I don’t accept that at all. The 
system works for individuals who 
seek the freedom to marry, enter 
into marriages, and find 
enrichment and love and support 
and public affirmation and a vast 
array of legal and economic 
consequences. Many marriages 
may fail individually, but as an 
institution it works and many 
individual marriages work. Most 
people who divorce also remarry. 
That every marriage doesn’t work 
does not mean that marriage as 
an institution isn’t serving very 
important functions for people. 
What Alan Dershowitz proposes is 
something people say when they 

don’t bite the bullet of simply 
saying we should end the 
exclusion of gay people from 
marriage. Instead, they go off into 
some whole other academic 
abstraction that sounds good, but 
that they themselves don’t follow. 
They give no political plan for 
achieving it, and they can’t even 
articulate a reason for why we 
need to do it. That proposal to 
create something brand new out of 
cloth called civil union, there’s no 
reason why that would actually 
work better or worse to affect the 
current divorce rate. Why would 
that be any different than it is for 
marriage?

Transgender people and marriage
DS: Transgender people face 
specific issues in marriage since 
what constitutes a man or a 
woman is often legally defined. 
How does the marriage movement 
address this issue?
EW: Our understanding of how you 
define a man and a woman should 
absolutely be true to people’s lived 
experience and should not be 
laced with archaic gender roles 
and discriminatory attitudes about 
men and women or about people 
who are transgender. Second, we 
all have an interest in ending sex 
discrimination in marriage. How 
you come to be a same-sex 
couple, whether by transition as a 
transgender person, or simply by 
falling in love with a person of the 
same sex, really shouldn’t affect 
your ability to get a marriage 
license. It should not matter to the 
government because there is no 
good reason for the government to 
impose a different sex restriction 
on a couple who wants to marry. 
That’s true whether it be a couple 
that includes a person who is 
transgender or a couple who 
happened to get there by falling in 
love.

DS: Do you see the issues 

interrelated, or does winning the 
freedom to marry itself usurp any 
problems faced by intersexed or 
transgender people?
EW: I think ending the different 
sex restriction on who can marry 
and ending sex discrimination in 
marriage would significantly help 
people who are transgender, 
people who are gay and people 
who fall in love with somebody of 
the same sex. Let’s remember: we 
don’t fall in love with categories, or 
an entire sex. A man doesn’t 
marry women, he marries a 
particular woman he loves. You 
marry the man you love, and 
that’s true of transgender people, 
straight people and gay people. So 
ending discrimination in marriage 
would help all of us, but of course 
ending discrimination in marriage 
doesn’t solve every problem for 
everybody. It’s not like ending 
discrimination in marriage is the 
only thing that matters.

31 killed in Afghanistan bus 
bombing
A suicide bomber blew himself up 
on a bus carrying more than 50 
people in Kabul, Afghanistan killing 
at least 31 and critically injuring 
17 of the people on board. 28 
were Afghan soldiers, and so far at 
least two civilians have been killed.

"At this time I can tell you that 31, 
almost all of them military 
personnel, have been martyred," 
said Afghanistan's Public Health 
Minister, Sayed Mohammad Amin 
Fatemi.

Reports say that the suicide 
bomber, who was dressed in a 
military uniform, walked onto the 
bus and blew himself up, tearing it 
into two pieces. Several businesses 
were also damaged in the attack 
and military personnel were 
retrieving body parts from trees.

Zabiullah Mujahid of the Taliban, 
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says they are responsible for the 
blast and stated that the bomber 
was 'Azizullah', a Kabul resident.

"PGR4" pre-launch in Taiwan: 
TOP Drivers' Derby
After the launch of "Halo 3" on 
Tuesday (September 25), Microsoft 
promoted a brand new Xbox360 
racing game "Project Gotham 
Racing 4" (PGR4) with a friendship 
match as a "TOP on TOP" 
competition between Taiwanese 
World Cyber Games (WCG) PGR3 
Delegate You-cheng Liu and "Drift 
Master of Taiwan" Po-hsiung Chou 
at YAMAHA MotorTown in Taipei 
City, Taiwan.

Before the friendship match, Cary 
Chen (Senior Product Marketing 
Manager of Entertainment and 
Device Division, Microsoft Taiwan) 
show the new features on PGR4 to 
the press, VIPs, and guests and 
praised the "PGR" game series 
with the "Kudos" skill points. He 
remarked that in the "PGR4", not 
only joined new car type and 
racing motorcycles, but also add 
Dynamic Weather System feature 
for the performance of new 
different type experiences on 
weathers, driving, and racing lane.

Chen also remarked that PGR 
series is surely respected because 
of the racing game competition 
factor on WCG from 2006. This 
"PGR" series can realize lots of 
dreams of players on making some 
special skills which can't be done 
on reality. With the Xbox Live 
linking, PGR series has successfully 
made a great achievement.

After the presentation and demos, 
Microsoft Taiwan held a friendship 
match. Before the match, Y. C. Liu 
welcomed P. H. Chou with Chou 
drove a BMW car to the main 
entrance. After the entrance, the 
match started. With the witnesses 
of VIPs, press, and players, Liu 

won the friendship match by the 
turning fault of Chou. Even though 
Chou wanted to invite Live as a 
racer in reality after the match, 
but Liu temporarily declined with 
his consideration.

Microsoft Taiwan announced that 
the Chinese Version of "PGR4" will 
be available on October 5, and 
welcomed players competing with 
"I want 'PGR4' Helmet!" photo 
competition. And also, "Yamaha 
PGR4 Cup - Taiwan Driving Master 
Championship" will be held and set 
qualification section in October and 
final section in December of 
Information Month in Taipei.

2007 Major League Soccer: DC 
United vs. Toronto FC
DC United 4–1 Toronto FC

DC United took magic number to 
clinch MLS Supporters' Shield was 
reduced to 12 after a 4-1 come-
from-behind victory against 
Toronto FC. After the loss, Toronto 
FC will be eliminated from post-
season contention if Chicago Fire 
win against Chivas USA tonight.

Toronto for the 2nd straight week 
took an early lead in the 1st half 
from a Carl Robinson free kick 
while DC United looked "passive" 
in the 1st half.

In the 2nd half, DC United showed 
why they're the top team in the 
league by scoring 4 goals. Late in 
the half DC United went down to 
10 men when Fred went down with 
an injury after DC United's 3rd and 
final substitution. The loss for 
Toronto FC makes it a 11 game 
winless streak. Toronto have now 
only scored 2 goals in their last 
1,002 minutes played.

Today in History
331 BC – Alexander the Great of 
Macedon defeated Darius III of 

Persia at the Battle of Gaugamela, 

and was subsequently crowned 
"King of Asia" in a ceremony in 

Arbela.
1890 – At the urging of 

preservationist John Muir, the 
United States Congress established 

Yosemite National Park in 
California, the first park set aside 
by the U.S. federal government.

1949 – Chinese Civil War: Chinese 
Communist Party leader Mao 

Zedong proclaimed the 
establishment of the People's 

Republic of China.
1964 – Tōkaidō Shinkansen, the 

first Shinkansen line of high-speed 
railways in Japan, opened. 

October 01 is Labour Day in New 
South Wales, Australian Capital 
Territory and South Australia 
(2007); National Day in the 

People's Republic of China (1949); 
Independence Day in Cyprus and 

Nigeria (both 1960), Tuvalu (1978) 
and Palau (1994).

Quote of the Day
Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing 
and rightdoing, there is a field. I 

will meet you there. ~ Jalal al-Din 
Muhammad Rumi

Word of the Day
namesake; n

1. One who is named after 
another, or for whom 
another is named.

2. A person, place or thing 
having the same name as 
another.
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