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SUBJECT _TOU0, liddekd FILE W0, _

SUMSARY_OF XVIDEYDIARY FACKS GATE BY _QEADA, Neiwwke
ADCRESS _iiatson Offies

Ou November 29, 1541, at 10400 o'glock in the morning, Fremier TJO
Swasoned all forzer Premiers to $he palago. They come and in addision |
TWO, ., TGO, 8., AOKI, Ceno¥al NUTO, A., Aduirel OIKAEA, K., and ‘]
SUCSUKI, T., were prossit. AS Shis gathering TOJO spoke to the effest \
that Anerice had isposed on Jepan en esonomie esbargo; their seconsvmie
mnummummmmwumm. s1¢
i9 high tiwe to make wp our minds.*’ All former Premiers were againet
going %o war excopt poseibly SAYASH! snd ABE (two genorals) who were
of %he opinica thet perbeps it wes unavoidadle that Jepen wert to war
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R < d | CONTINUED INTERAOGATION OF
_ General Hideki Tojo

| pate and Times 19 March 1946, 1400-1630 hours.

: Sugamo Prison, Tekyo, Japan

. Tojo, Fihelly, Maxon, Nills

Place

Present
Questions by 3 Fihellye.

Q Yesterday you referred to the wpour-Minister”® and npive-Minister"

meetings. What ministers constituted each of these”

I was not a Cabinet ¥inister then, but, fron what I have heard, the
osed of the Premier, the War, Navy,

e-linister" Conference included

e Minister. 1 think it is
"Four" and wpive-iinister”

A

nFour-Minister" Conference was comp

and Foreign Ministers, and the "Fiv

these, with the addition of the Finane

onference.

We have some information, but we would be glad

~

gtaff were not represented at L
When problems arose from the over-lapping

npFive-Minister"” Conferences.
cabinet and the Supreme Command, the

spheres of suthority between the
views of the Supreme command had to be transmitted to the "Four® or

p" Conferences via the §ar Hinister or the Navy Minister

o
and, as time went on, particularly after the China Incident started and
was set up in 1937, the chiefs of sStaff had

the zovernment for carry ing on military
Therefore, this method

after Imperial Headquarters
to have closer relations with

operations and because of the

of working through the War and Navy
and the Liaison conferences were begun o1 which the Chiefs of Staff

would be directly r epresented, The c¢ivil sphere of suthority, of
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course, was handled by the cabinet and not by the Chiefs of Staff.
This business of the adjustment /@3-01/ , as between the Supreme
Command and the elvil government, was always Very difficult. The
wpour" and "Five-Minister® conferences were not too successful and
they were replaced by the Liaison conferences, but even the Liaison
Conferences were not wholly without difficulties. When KQIS0 became
prime Minister, the Lialson Conferences were replaced by a Conference
for the Supreme Direction of the War /8aik8 Shia8 Kaigi/. This,
however, was & change in name rather than in form. When this did not
work any too well, the premier began attending Imperial Headquarters
conferences /Dihon-el Kaigi/, but without partiecipating in s trategic
or tactical matters. Even this latter was not too successful, since
the Premier had nothing to say about strategy OF tactics. However,
you may Say that these four steps, to wit: the "Four=" and "Five-
¥inigter® Conferences, the Liaison Conferences, the Conferences for
the Supreme Direction of the War, and the Imperial Headquarters Con=
ferences, attended by the Premier, were four steps of the attempt to
solve this problem of the over-lapping spheres of authority. With.
regard to the over-lapping spheres, there was a certain amount of
success, but the political forces, that is to say, the political power,
of the cabinet, could not contrel the pure command sphere of guthority
of the Supreme Command., 1 am not saying that the independence of the
Supreme Command is a bed thing. There are some good points about it
too, for example, being able to conduct operations without politiecal
interference, It was a good thing in 1890, when the Constitution was

established, for the High command to be untrammeled, but in these days
where the influence of a single action 1g felt around the world, a

certain amount of control by the political authority is necessarye.
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However, under the Japanese system, it was impossible. /The preceding
portion of this answer was read back to the witness who agreed as to

its correctness./

There was one important point that I would like to make clear.
I have been talking about difficult problems of the Japanese Covernment
system and of the independence of the Supreme Command. However, the
foreign problems arising from the actions of the Supreme Command, I am

responsible for.

Q So that the independence of the Supreme Command was good from a military
standpoint but not good from a politieal or civil standpoint?

A The independence of the Supreme Command 1s good from a military point of
view only if fighting were the only thing to be considered, but fighting
today is also a part of politics. From the pelitical point of view,
under modern conditions, the independence of the Supreme Command requires |

consideration. I believe that under modern conditions, war is a part of
politiecs - they are not separate any more.

Q Do you realige that the position in which Japan finds herself today was
due greatly to the indepen dence of the Supreme Command?

A To speak plainly - - that is a blg camse, In fact, it is, but in the
trials, I don't want to emphagize that too much. What I do want to

s plead is that we, as subjects, I and the Chiefs of Staff, did not

discharge our responsibilities to the Emperor. It is not the Fmperor's
responsibility. The civil ministers ought to have understeod the
yxiimm problems of command and the Chiefs of Staff, the civil problems
and to have cooperated to have discharged their responsibilities to the
Emperor,

o ¥n what respects did you and the Chiefs of Staff not fulfill your
responsibilities to the Imperor?




A

;’o - 4 ' '

L I

Men use systemsj; men should not be used by systems /Hito go seido wo
tsukau seido ni hito ga tsukawa reruni arazu./ This is an important

things and gdjusted military operations accordingly. We should have
risen above the system in which we found ourselves, but we did not, It

was the men who were at fault. /Read back to the witness who agreed as
to its correctness./

To whem do you r efer when you say "we"3

1 mean myself and the two Chiefs of Staff, especially myself.

When did you first come to realize the truth of this sitdation that you
have just explained?

From the time I became Prime Minister I have felt ¢ poltnantly, and

I imagine that not only I but all Prime Ministers have felt the same,
According to the information we now have, both MATSUOKA mnd KONOYE used
the phrase, “GEA Go-Prosperity Sphere" as early as 1938 to 1940, Are you
not aware of this fact.

They used the words, but the idea was differents Just as I have said.
They used it to refer to Japan, Manehuria, and China, The scope was
different. The scope was limited to Japan, Manchuria, and China, but,
after the GEA War, the scope of the GEA Co-Prosperity Sphere was
definitely swmmekwkwix demarcated, I can't find it here /referring to
his little book/. It is a question of what other people said and not
what I said, but I dare 8ayy they did say it. However, I think it was
with the meaning that I have exXplained before,

The 2nd KONOYE Cabinet came into power in July 1940, A part of its
announced policy was the creation of a New Order in Fast Asia., Is it not
true that shortly thereafter, representatives of Japan and representatives
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You mean in Japan or Germany?
Either or both places.
1 don't know about the detall, but I dare say they discussed it It was

the Foreign Ministerds huinou. The treaty aspects of it were under
consideration, I imagine.

Were not reports made to that effect to the cabinet in which you were War
Minister at that time:

- el ———— i s

1 dare say, since it is reasonable to Suppose 80, but I don't remember

such small details as that. I don't remember definitely whether it was
reported or not, but it seems natural enough,

LR T T WA — -l

Were there not discussions held here in Tokyo prior to 27 September 1940
with regard to the New Order in kast Asia and other Provisions of the Pact |
The Foreign Minister and STAHMER were talking, but I don't like to say tha :
they were talking about this or that when I was not concerned, This was J
the Foreign Minister's business,

Do you not remember that the Foreign Minister - wasn't it MATSUOKA -
reported to the cabinet on the Progress of these negotiations®

HATSUOKA was Foreign Kinister, but I don't remember that he made a series

of reports, _

MATSUOKA was in Tokyo Just prior to the signing of the Three-Power Pact,

was he not?

I think so,

Do you remember that he made any report to the cabinet on this matter?
1 do remember that STAHMER came from Shanghai and that, after a short

period of conferences with MATSUOKA, the Three-Power Pact was signed,
The discussions had been going on prior to that as to whether Japan

should sign the Paect or not, but the actual putting through of the thing
was done in a matter of a few days, ‘
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STAHMER came to Tokyo as VON RIBBENTROP's representative for that |
particular purpose, did he not? ' ¥

A I think so - yes.
¢ Whzt was the nature of the discussions before this, and where had they
been going on?%

A I don't remember clearly, but I think that the War, Navy, and Foreign

Hinisters met a number of times on the problem and were informed by the
Forelgn Hinister as to the status of the talks, but I don't remember that
the cabinet was so informed. -

< Whal do you remember that you, as War Minister, learned from these meet-
inge, particularly in regard to Japan's desire for a New Order in East
Asla?

A I don't remember,

Q If anything had been said at these mectings to the effect that Japan would
not get the cooperation of Germany in setting up a New Order in East Asia,
you would have rdmembered it, would you not?

A There was no such thing as that, I think,
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Qes You said yesterday that you only remember the Emperor having spokem once

during any paperial conference. What one was that and what did the Emperoy
say?

It was either the one in July or the ome in September. The one in September,
I believes It was at the September 6 conference, I bolieve. Japanese

and smerica. On the other hand, there were those who thought that such a
u.'ln"ﬁ;aul impossible and, hence, favored war. There were various opinions
eXpressed by those present, after which the Duperer's final words were to

the cffeet that everything possible should be done to effect e settlement by
diplomaqy and to avoid war. This wes not just the Emperor's opinion on that
occasicn. He always felt so. I had many occasions to report to the Throne

on military matters and he always had that opinion. After the draft of the
mm‘tmuwummpmwm eabinet, I took it to the

Emperor (on the 5th or 6th of December, 1941, I believe it was), and he himself,
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Aey
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in reference to the opening of hostilities with America and Britain,

added this phrese, 'Ithmrmoto.ptonruthjllﬂu.mu
is unavoidable*, (Imterpreter; Please insert Japanese text.) That was
the first time in ny experience that the Emperor had inserted scmething

like that with his own hand.

This is a rather important matter. Are you sure you do not remember the day
when you reported to the Bapercr on this matter?

I really do not remember exactly, since I did not keep & diary or anything.
The Grand Chamberlain or the Loxd Xeeper of the Privy Seal, however, might
have a recoxd of the interview,

You remember the 8th, of course. That was the first day of the wer. Don't
:m“wh@yonﬂglumﬂhmm‘m

Y don't remember clearly the day that I wesented the draft to the Emperor.
However, tie draft went from the Emperor to the Privy Council at the latest
on the evening of the 7th and, on the morning of the 8th, the Privy Council
approved it and sent it dack to the Pwperor who, in turn, seat it to the
cabinet. n’mnmwtbﬁmutbpmnmnma
12900 the day of the Oth, I believe.

Were the newspapers allowed to publish it at once, or were they asked to
hold publication for awhile?

I don't know. All I was referring to was the time. It is my recollection
that they were called to the cabinet between 11450 and 12400 of that daye.
As to just when they were given the story, I do not know as these are matters
of procedure. The people who would know are the Chief Secretary of the

Cabinet, Mr. HOSHINQG, or the President of the Cabinet Informetion Board,
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Aes No, I don't know that, Thomml-ttoutuwnohlmm
rqomihhnﬂlmtmth-. Idomttmtoduvudnnm

Ao Yu.xthiﬂ:u-hwsmmornm.mhm.
Qes Then it is your opinion that the paperer should not be tried in connection
with the attack on Pearl parbor amd American possessions and practically

from the standpoint of the Ministers of State / kokum /, From the stande.
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State, that is %o say, mMMtMMMM.mr-mlm
totho_mwtor other govermmental functions. The Ministers of State

Chiefs of Staff the right to interfere in eivil matters,

Qes Then you mean that it is the responsidility of the Chiefs of Staff to advise

Aoy

the Paperor om the probable benefiecial or illeeffects of ware

ves. This is an important point about the prerogative of the coomand. IR
smerica it is a function of the eivil governmemt. In Jepan, you might say
that the two spheres of military ecumand and eivil government over-lap. Mattexs
of purely military importance are no function of the e¢ivil govermaent; matters
of purely eivil importance are mo function of the military ccmmand., However,
the over-lapping area, which includes such matters as foreign poliey and
decisions $0 go to war for example, presemts problems whieh in pructice are

cabinet Members. I did mot even know them myself.
rmmtht-’n‘icymmm-vmmn-ttmﬁrphnun

{n my character as Premier, I did mot. However, I was consurrently Home
Minister and war Minister and also a member of Dperial Headquarters and
alse a War Counceller /iaku ai sanksku /. In these latter three capacities,
1 received military reports of plan of operations. These were forwarded by
the chief of Staff. Incidentally, by the war plan, whieh I referred %o a
moment ago, I mean Army war plan. T did not know anything about the Nawy
war plan. However, the fact that I received reports did not mean that I
had the right to interfere or participate in matters involving commend. These
were the sole prerogative of the Chief of Staff,




gell, I knew the date.
ign relations, for example, and a8
hroughout the War,
1hﬂonnlinthlmﬂ'lfor

the 1ike, I am not trying

of foxe
¢or the details of the Navy's csmpaign

theme Btmthonrh.cmtouoﬂ.
wotwwsm

W this explanation 4o avoid political responsibility bvut an only explaining

orpnllthlo
Qes 31ththﬁMtMtywndotutbpmtovnchymuturd

nm-p.domwm-lﬂl relating to the
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So that you realise that you are the one primarily responsidble for the
December 1941 attacks on Pearl Harbor and American pad British possessions?

-6-

Yes, I am responsible.

And the other parties whom you have mentioned are responsible, along with
you, for those attaciks?

From the standpoint of assistance to the Throne /hS shitsu /, the Cabinet is
jointly respomsible and, hence, the other Cabinet Members bear responsibility;

‘however, I, a3 Senior Member, am the one chiefly responsibles The Army Chief

of Staff and the Mavy Chief of Staff also bear respomsibility.

You realize, do you mot, that you and these other responsible officials will
probably be charged and tried as war eriminals as being the parties responsible
for the lfot-;ltioﬁﬂ attacks on smerican and British possessions?

I have not yet received the indictment so I do mot know for what reasons I am
to be tried. You are the representatives of the victorious nation and Y am
the representative of the defeated nation, and I know that I am suspected of
being & war oriminal. Mowever, I have not yet received the indiectment.
Actually, no one has been indieted yet in connection with the matters on
which we have been interrogating youe It is true that scme people have beem
charged by military courts martial in connection with atrocities,

I roalise that at the present time I am & war orimes suspect, but I urderstand
that you are investigating the fects. I do not know for sure thet I will be
charged urntil I receive an indictment. Regardless of whether the present
investigation results in the finding of my gullt or immocense as & war
eriminal, I am the person bearing chief political ﬁmmibinw.




Qes During the various mmu"um..mmruumturw

Qe urmlmuhmnamutottui investigation, in any trisl

Aes Yes, Imunhtomeutnu. mxhnmatomdma
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