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Answer for Question 4 should bhe rgad
; "4. No, they had not."
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Interrogetion of captain TAZUMI, Genzo
27 February 1947

My name is TAZUMI, GenzO. T vias a captain ettached
to the Burma Area Japenese Army . ‘ : '

1. Q¢ Were you the Conmender of the poW Cemp of Rangoon
in Burma at the time when Genersal KINUJRA., Heitaro
was the Coumander of thne Burma Area JapancsSo Army?

A. Yes.

2. Q. Was the commender of the POW Camp of pangocn recelving
orders end directions fpom the POW Canp ot Malay? |
(If not, from whem ths POW Camp- of Ranzoon wWis
receiving crders and iiractions?) |

A. Although the Coomaader or tae POW Uaimp o1 R=2ugoon was
subject to the Commandexr of the POW Camp r? Malay, the
former was being crderel and d irected uy hHoe fommander
of the Burme Area JEpsnase ppay in onuosiinD with
the execution of business,

.

3, Q. Did the Comnander of the Burme Area Jepsnesé ArMy give
orders and direciivns to you while you werc holding
office as the CommanGer of the POW Cewp OF Rengoon?

A. The Commender of the POW Camp of Rangocz, 1U sooner
than teking over tho former Field TowW (omc nf Rengoon
as the 6th Detechment of the POW Csump ¢f tlulay, was
placed under the commaerd of tie (‘cmomarder of the
Burma Area Japanese Army on 15 Marcs 220, end the
latter in turn put e under the conar ‘i af Lo
commender of the 73rd Lin2 I Onrmincasims Sector
of the Rangéon Line 0T Comuunication Doy .rtaents
Accordingly, it was thet the Commeid:> <o the POW
Camp of Rangoon receized the immeditic ¢-anand, orders
and directions from +un Commander ol the 73rc Line
of Communications 5SCTOle

L. Q. Hed the general Headyu&arters of the South Avea Japanese
Army ever glven any orders or directions o the Camp

of Rangoon?
If so, when and how rar was it, explain in Getéila
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5. Q. Werc there any s0W's who were sent from t @ Hangoon Camp
out to the other camps? axplain 1t.

A. There was none, SO oy as Baropedn S0W!'s are concerned. 35
romember, 1L wWas toward the end of 1944 when I was once
ordered to send 13~ Licubtcnant peacock of the British

4 Navy, to Japan Proves, wat as he was talen 111 on the
way he was 882U vack Lo the Cemp. As for th? Indian POW! =,
we transicrrad apout 1990 of toem about Janunry, 10495, '
to the HIKARL orgalt 88 rcquired pefacnnel for the Indlan

National Lirmye.

6. Q. &Explain 1in detail shout the nealth and sonifary conditlions
of the 2OW'S and tneir clothking, food ard hou3’ng con-
dit if)l’lﬁ 4

4. (a) otate of hedlih and sanitary coniitisna --
La for Lhe rCh's stobz of ueualil, there was a blg

diffacence in thse HO[pToe of hoalsh aucty tae POW!s

v thermselves. 1o c+her words, tho3s vy hed excellent
Hhealtn alwayn kops ul tle Rame conlitlmme, and those
vpo were of poor vii1ld were conelavily wes'z and fell
{11 ond no sSOGHGL rhen thegy leit “he hoostitel they
would apein enter Lhe nocpioal. jvdring from the
nunber of satienvs it nouwld not be se. 1t tc he zood.
However, cfv2? apovmd July 1944 vhe nvubey of vatlen
gredue 117 dacrecesed and the health of 2OW'S took an
unward Lrond.
Junsle s0res whish “erae vVery frequent at the time
of tre Laking CVEL; was dmoat cozpliehiely cursd by
apcund Auzust 195, Ths adverce of health was mOX
remavicohle for Lle Indians than o the Lurcpeans. .
On the other hand, in splte of various eiforts
mede, 1t wes imponsible for us to see that the
nomber patients cf beriberli WaS notahly raduceds
As for the corrmunicative diseases, tivn slizht cases
of smallpo had broxen out spound Aol 1044 but
was completely surcd immediabely. T “hink 1t was in
the middle of April when cholera suddenly broclkk out
and there were apout 10 genuln cliclera cased. 48
a result of our gtmost efforts to pravent the apread
ing it was put to an end beforc becoming serious. &
for the hyglenic conditions in gencral in thc campPy
it was impossible for us to keep thel in o satlis-
factory condition on account of the shortage ©OF
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of medicine and inadgquate equipment, but I conside-
that generally speaking the general hyglenic situa-

tion in the camp was in good condition owing to

sencible attentions and efforts of both camp staffs

and POW's. |
(b) Food, clotihiing and housing.

U Rk ke 1e. 10, 80 § v
thoReh CpRnigis ana not o good, s compared fag”
previously been in charge, LI was abl2 ©o raintaln

the ovdinary conditlion by getting Japaneseo goods for
replenishment from time to Lime. &#a for eating, tO
which I as well as ths staff had made the utmost .
efforts, I firmly belleve +hat we dd frrnizh a good
supply tc 20W's. <+t 1is suppesed thai beiled rice was

not 1liked by the fqyropean POW'!s as a reguaul dlet, but

thet could not be helped. Instead, we wade every
pcesible effort to onitain fresh meats and eggs for
them.

Housl ng was bare-looking itsell becsuse We appro=
priated a bare prisin fop the camp. +he farniture
and fixtures 2150 were peorly equionsd, However, with
the small nunber oL DEIS0AS reccivod and sufficient
space for living, FOW's were able to house at G&SE.

How many hours a day had the POW's been demended to work?
Seven hours

Explain in detall trz manner of the executive staffs of th

camp handling the sicx and wounded POW's.

As to the sick and wounded, Ve tveated them very kindly.

fow exanples of them are &S follows:

2 e In ceae & POW was wounded at the time when he was
working within camp, We presented a gift in the neme
of the canp.

Do irmy sugeons &as well as hvgeinic staffs who were in
charge.of treating the si ck and wounded, engeaged,

kindly and earnestly on the duty day and night. AS
a pemapkable example, there was & C8SE of Lt. Peacock

of the Bricisn Navy vho was alieady menslonsd in
Anser 5. As he was scheduled to be sent out to Japa

proper. after leaving the camp accompanied by the
personnel of the Japa nese Minlstry Police, he sudden.

took 111 and it became impossible to make his waye
Although treated In the Japaness Saval Hospital for
some time, the progress of his illiness was no good.
A% the time when he was sent back to
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this camp, he was in such a conditlon 23 had sgrious
difficulties in walkirg and could not take ordinary
meals, that he came batk lying on & stretcher. AL
that time Surgeon ONISHI 'devoted himself entirely
to his treatment, he also gavae articles oft lwxury
at his own expense and he caministerid mediclines

of hls -cwn. |
So, &ll the staff of the sanitation sectlicn

headed bty him tock care of him in all kindness, car-
rying him out into open alr in the shade of trees
or helping him to walk.

When he returnsd,he was so haggard he cocld hardly
be recogniced and 1t was feared that he wotld not
recover. Bub his healtb gradualli? improvexr o such
e degree that he was able to participate N the four
succesaive davs and nights! march in commny with
the prisoners who were living in the comon MASS
comps, on the occasion of the evacuation of the camps

in April 1945.

Where the wounded and sick prisoners prorersy treated?
Generally spealking, I think they werse urder proper treat-
ment. Owing to the lack of medicines and equipmemt as
well, I am not positive to say it was perfect bui no-
thing more could be done ander the circumstances of that
time.

'Yere they demanded to labor?
No, they were not.

"yot was made of the incomes obtained from the vegetables

and other products of the farms cultivated by the ori-
soners and the live stock of their ralsing:
‘hey veg:tables and other products welre supplied them for

their raticn. Hogs were not raised ennugh to mzet the
demand. Eub the freesh vegetables ran irtn a considerable
surplus which wvere shipped to the military markeh with
the undsrstanding of the Superintendant Dspartment of the
Area Army in exchaenpgo Ior the special ration of pork,
ezgs and cooking oil. Those articles were added to the
supply of the prisoners. (At the tlume the m;litary market
was suffering from the want of fresh vegetebles to be
doled out for the general units).
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12. Y. Were you answerable to General KIMURA for the manage=
ment of the Prison? Or did you manage and supervise
the said camp on your oOwn responsibility and authority?

4. I was responsible to the commender of the 73rd Commissary

Jector Commendsr for execusling the Burma Area Army's
regulations for raqadling the prisonsrs and for supplyling
them as well as the service regulstions of the éth Branch
of the Malay Priscners Camps (hamely, tho Rengoon Camp )
which were set forth by the 73rd Commissary Sector
ComnandeXr.

13. Q. Haos General KIMURA ever visited or inspected the
Rangoon Prison? And, if he has, how was ne impressed
then?

A, No, he has not whille I was serving there.

14, Q. If you recelved letters of thanks from prisoners, what

d1d you do with them? Wao got the lettera as Singapore?
A, I received the lettors of tkranke from priconer3. But

towards the end of 1345 when withdrawing from tae camps
our trucks encountered enemy and were burncd down with
a1l the offieial end private things. Twe iast letters
I got on the oscasion of their Liberation wers cnatched
off by en unknown soldler along with a black lsather
purse containlng thenm, when Sustrialian soldlers plundered
ua at Singapore.

I have truly and faithfully interpreted the four-going
statement to the best of my belief and conscience.

~ /8/ TFoong Kum Yoo

Subscribed and sworn to before me on the 27th day of
Feb., 1947,

/S/ David W. farsons

Captain, I,

Investigating Yfficer




