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FEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC ROMBING SURVEY
(P4LCIFIC)
C/0 POSTMLSTER, SAN FRINCISCO
INTERROGATION NO, (USSBS NO, 103) Place: Tokyo
MEV NO 26 Date: 22 Oct. 1945; 1320-1600

Division of Origin: raval Analysis Division
Subject: Mne Warfare
Personnel interrogated and backeground of each:

Captain TAMURA, Kyueo, I.J.lf., Captain on active duty, vho at the beginning
of the war was in the Tokvo Orcnance Department specializine in mine
construction, He was head of the Mine=Sweepins Section until last nonth,
He has been s totioned in Tokyo in ahove cuty from the teginning of the

war until last nonth when he beccme head of the Mine=Sueeping Section of
the Tokyo Arsenal,

here interviewed: MEIJI Building,
Interrogntor: Cormmander T, H, Moorer, USN,
Interoreter: Seymour Millstein, Lieut. Comdr,, USNR,

Allied Officers Present: None,

This interrogation is a contiruation of NAV e
Captain TAMURL discusses the mining of Japanese traters and furnishes
additional facts and opinions relative to the various phases of rmine
warfare,
Coptain T.MURL submitted the following information which was requestec ot
2 previcus interrcgcotion:
(1) List ~f vessels sunk or connged in ninefields on "est Coast Af JoPLN
north of SLKLI, ' :
(2) 4 commlete 1ist of vessels sunk in SFTHONOSEKT Aren,
(3) 4 complete chart showing 211 chrnnels in the SHIMONOSEKI Aren 2nd low
cation of nined vesscls, | ’
(4) Table shoring passage control throurh SHIMONOSEKI STRAIT in July 1945.
Records Ffor April, Moy, June anc wvgust were burned but are stated to
he Similar.
Murmber of nassages throush SEIMONOSEKI STRAIT duringe July, srowins
nuber of mine hits,
) Estincter mumber of B=-29s laying mines in SHIMONOSEKI by date,
) Results of ninesveeping in SHIMONOSEKI Lrea, incdic~tine number of
)
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mines swept,
L brief description of Japenese nminesweeping equipment showing area
There enployed,
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TRANSCRIPT

Coptaln, TAMURL, in addition to the information furnished by you at pre-
viovs interrogations, co you have further statements to make in regard
to the offersive mining campaign by the UNITED STATES Forces?

If you had been able to disguise the places and times of the dropping of
mines by your planes our counter-neasure research would have heen delayed
and losscs would consequently have been greater. Even though we had a
difficult time in workine up counter-measures against mines, it would

have been much rore ¢ifficult if we hadn'!'t been able to watch nlanes drop
nines ~nd recover then immeciately, The important thine is not to let

the Japonese know you were dropping mines, Another weak thing was so
nany dropning on land, making recovery easy. J4lso vhen you éropned mires
by parachute it wrould have becn better to drop from a lover s2ltitude in
wvhich case wind wouldn't have token them in to land., It vmas very effec-
tive when you dropped nines with o new deviee in it., Durins the neriod
aofter n mine vith somethine new is vsed, there is o period of recovering
1t, taking it apart, finding a counter-measure, then constructing the moch-
irery and educotings personncl in using the equipment., There was a one or
two month lag during this particular period when we didn't knov what the
s~lvtion is and take big lesses. Then you should drop more of these mines
because we do not have a counter-measure for that particular nmine. One
thing that coused us ruch trouble s the cormbinoticn of tro tvpes of mines,
combination coff nognetie-acoustic and the megnetic=-pressure nine. Pv the .
end of the —ar we were left -:ith o lot of research being done but no real
effective counter-reasure heing nroduced in quantity. I think thet you
should have tried to Adevelop soncthing to prevent those spontaneous ex-
ploslons ond sympathetic explesions, I tried to work on it but couldn't
fin? out why so many of your nines exploded for no apparent reason, It
1s something worth stucfying., It might kave helped if tre mines had heen
disncrse” nore,

“hat features of the meric-n mines were you uncble to solve? Thet par-
ticular featvre of thce /merican mines did you knor the least cbout?

No part gave us norticular trouble beeause our engineers were 2ble to take
the mine ~pnrt, and to uncerstand it. The pressure mine was 2 big puzzle
Lo ug becnuse vwe couldn't figure out what set it off, The foet that it
TAs & Dressure nine coused us trovble, The magnetic mine coused us trouble
but we knew it vas o magnetic nmine ond could understznd it. e eculd take
each one apart but the parts didn't add up to anytling. “e picke” up the
first mognetic pressure mine in May 1945 ond by the end of June tvrere -~ble
te sweep 1it, 7"'e were successful in completinge the major portion of tkre
resenrch and knew the story by that time., 7e were oble te sweep t7o or
three at NIIC.LT.. in fugust but the ar ended before e hnd ~ny more ex-
pericnce in sveeping,

Ho: dicd you swecp tle nagnetic nressure nine?

The mines at NIIGLTL -were swept in very calm water vith a hydro-bar., The
big disadvontage of dropping mines by plane is that the planes are easily
seen and the mines are marked, LA combination of submarine ond airplane

in plocing mines is an idea, JAn airplane to drop the nines far enough

off shore so that the coast watchers are not advised and submarines to
vick them up @omehow and pull them in to shollow "ater in some manner,
Mines wwell loid by subrarines are more of =2 surprise., Tre subnarine could
very successfully lay the mocred mine a lot easier because it Aoesntt have
to be laid at such shnlloy depth. Jiccording to the information from the

Gernans this +was very effective,
Do you think th:t the mine fields 1aid by the B=20s were effectively placed?

Your conp~ign was very well conceived.

Did the nmining of any of the distant ports such as RALSHIN, take you by
surprise?
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Mo, we veren't surprised becnuse it was in keeping with your policy of
nining busy perts., During the early part of this month the storms around
JaPll' coused many nines all cver to explode, Not only scoustic, 2lso pres-
sure nines, | -

fire you faniliar with the low frequeney acoustic mine?

Yes, 7'e tried nony different methods of countering it but were not success-
i 6 : | |

“lere y~u nble to successfully sweep the low frequercy accustic nmine?

Yo, I think there is still no effective counter-measuvre in nny country

for the lo frequency ~coustic mine ~nd@ the nagnetlic-pressure nine,
Dic¢ you attempt to sweep pressure 1incs by towing o lorge ennves se~ anchor?

That is one of the methods, e tried thcusands of =avs., The use of the
bag was one of them; the closest thing to succeed wns the hyiravlic plate.

“hat in your cpinion is the best nethod for minine by ndrplener To it

best tn dron 2 gre~t number of mines ot intervals, or to drep o few ev-
ery doy? \

In iy opinion c-ntinuous mining 1s mere ceffective 1lan ocersionnl laree
scnle miring, OFf course the large sc~le att-crs 2t interv-ls ~1lso couse

2 lot of trcuble, but wlen you continually cdropred then it meont th-t e
vere‘using equinrent 24 hrurs per doy., They were olys on the lookout.
wherecs a big load dronned ot intervals, e bacd o respite for o four Anys.
« continuous defense is h-rd to keep up, TFrom the point of view of ~ long
wary 1%t is far betlor to centinuoualy feed mines to o given ares hecruse
e never are conficdent of o swept chonnel, ith -~ big lo~d in one rl-ce
e knovr 1t is clean vhen svept,

In your oninion, Coptoin TLWURL, @0 you think that the UNITED ST.TES ~ivide-
et thelr mining and bombing offort properiy? In other words do you think
ve shauld have incrcased our mining effort onc possidly comrerced nining
operations sooner? ST |

The result of B=29 nining wos so effective agndngt the shipoine thet 1t
cventurlly storved the céuntry, I think yocu probably ccild have short-
cned the nr hy beginning earlier, ' '

=

Do ycu think that the plones use” in mininge “ere nore effective than ~n
equal number of bonbing pleones?.

fes, I o,
Plns the SHIMOMOSEKI chonnel ever fouled by sunken ships?

4

Fo, becruse it is too -ride for thot,




