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THE MAN WHO FOUGHT A
BATTLESHIP

BY JAMES FRANCIS DWYER

This story began one moonlight night
on Riverside Drive* in New York. Elsie
Hammerton® and Hollis Frayne® sat on a
bench near the Swonderful equestrian statue
of Jeanne d’Arc® at Ninety-third Street, and
there Hollis Frayne told the girl in a simple,
manly fashion® that he loved her.

Elsie. Haramerton, sweet and gentle,
told Frayne that she liked him a lot,” but
that she could not marry him because she
liked some one else® a little better.? The
some one else was Captain Edward Graves, a
naval officer.

1. Riverside Drive, 3 [ #1 348 & &, ¥ 2 3% ¥, %
AW EME®E. 2 Elsie Him'merton. 38, Hi'lis Fray'ne

4. Equestrian statue, §§ B 2 . 5. Jeanne d'Arc (zhiin



¢ 3 )

71 & B B A 4

W &R R H A% G R
ZHRBEBETFN BN EE B
RELHEDE S 2RLF=
fir. X e bl 58 & BR 3k OB 1R MR
2 B k., WL I 2B DL o
EE R E EXRUR S >
#Z 5. '
FEWERZREST D EIE R E
sREENE BEBEELA
MRARIBZ, UHDL 5 E — A,
BB AL S — A2k B
A A e B %
o B .

d:ark) ‘P‘lﬁ‘ﬁﬂfﬁmZ#ﬁﬂ: 6. Manly fashion (fish’ ﬁn)
e Z 4. 7. Liked hima lot (15t), T W X A. 8 Some
one else, 5 — A. 8. A little better, §& BS.




( 4 )

It was a very simple and childish hap-
pening.* Elsie was only twenty-two. Hollis
Frayne was twenty-five. He was a big-boned,
big-hearted?® boy just out of Harvard.®

Frayne looked with quite a tragic eye*
upon the happening of the night. He went
home to his bachelor quarters,’ and he
smoked cigarettes till sunrise. He came to a
decision® then. He decided that his little
world” had been destroyed by the words of
Elsie Hammerton, and that he would take
himself away to some place where he would
never see or hear of her again.

Hollis Frayne left the following morning
for® San Frameisco. From San Francisco he

navald in a British tramp® to Padang in

—_—
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Sumatra, and the glamour of the tropics
entered Frayne's soul.! From Padang he
shipped on a three-masted trading schooner®
for Macassar, and from Macassar he went
across the Banda Sea and the Arafura through
the glittering Strait of Torres out into the
wonderful Coral Sea. The three-masted
schooner, which had upon its bows the badly
lettered name® of The Belle of l Whitechapel,
was headed toward the Ellice group, but after
she passed the Louisiade Archipelago* a
storm came howling down® out of Micronesia
ana sprang upon The Belle of Whitechapet. It
heaved great walls of green water® onto the
decks of The Belle,” and she shuddered. Tt

1. Entered his soul (s51), SEA X i, & Z it 3. 2.
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tore the canvas' from her poles and pursued
her as she fled across® the seas.

Hollis Frayne, bruised and battered,
clung to® a stanchion and watched the gray
water-wolves* as they pursued. Frayne
laughed at them. Nothing mattered to him.?
Elsie Hammerton had thrown him down,®
and ¥ the Coral Sea won the battle against
The Belle of TWhitechapel, he had no regrets.

The Coral Sea won. It sent a wave forty
feet high leaping after the quivering Belle.”
The wave caught the lady as she tried to
siruggle out of a trough,® and with a little
shriek? that was made by the racket produced
by falling masts, tinware, crockery, and the
combined squeal™ of six Berkshire pigs that

1. Canvas (kin'vaes), #{ #5. 2. Fled (f1#d) across, 3F 3%
3. Qlung (kldng) to, = i, ¥. 4, Gray (gri) water-
wolves, R & Z & M (#§iK). 5. Nothing mattered (mit'ténd)
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were taking a deck-passage’ to a copra trader®
at Rotumah, The Belle of Whilechapel went
down.

Hours afterward Hollis Frayne was
thrown up® on a beach of milk-white sand,
and after he had rested he got to his feet* and
started to explore. It was a tiny islet,” not
more than half a mile in length® and less
than a quarter of a mile’ in breadth,® but
Hollis Frayne’s examination pleased him
immensely. There was water on the island,
and fresh water’ was the most important
necessity.

In the very center” of the atoll was g
clear rock-pool of ice~cold water. It contained
lesg than five hundred gallons,™ but Hollis

1. Deck-passage (d8k-pis’sa]), WAk LR M2 E . 2
va trader, 8 ¥+ . 3. Thrown up, B IR FT 88 L k. 4
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Frayne sat for hourzs on the brink oft the
pool, gloating over it, congratulating himself
on his find.* It was wonderful Iuck to find
a pool on an island of this kind.® Frayne
thought when he had first awakened that the
betting was a thousand to one' against such
a fortunate occurrence,® and he talked to
himself asz he tasted and retasted the sweet
water. There was also a little grove of wind-
swept® coconut palms,” and the opal waters®
surrounding the izsland abounded in?® fish.

“Well,” said Hollis Frayne, ‘“this iz a
nice little spot to reside in.® I'm lucky.”
Frayne collected a pile of driftwood™
which had been thrown up on the sands, and

1. On the brink (brigk) of, iff & #. 2. On his find, ®
i3 Z 8. 8. Ofthis kind, 35 & #. 4. Betting (bit'ting) was
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he built himself a shack at the northern er
of the island, using the tough. lano vine 1
bind the boards together.. He was ver
happy. Nothing mattered since Elsie Han
merton had squelched him! on the evenin
when he declared his love, and he tol
himself that the island was as pleasant a:
abiding place® as Manhattan,® Macassar
Mogador, or the stuffy cabin* of The Belle o
Whitechapel.

The tide brought some treasures tc
Frayne. " Each morning he would circle the
island, eager as a child® to see what had been

washed up,® and once, after a storm, the

waves tossed up a sea-chest containing, among

1. Squelched (skwélcht) him, 8 2. 2. Abiding (a-bid"-
ing) place, J& B. 3. Manhattan (min-hit'an), # #1 & &
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other things of lesser value,® water-stained?

but readable copies of “Tom Sawyer,”
*“ Huckleberry Finn,” and ‘‘ The Last of the
Mohicans.”” At the bottom of the chest was
a large American flag. Frayne hoisted the
flag, lay down upon the white beach and
began to reread ‘‘ Tom Sawyer.”’

““This is splendid,’’ he said as he paused
in his reading® to glance along the white
beach that glittered in the sun like diamond-
dust. “‘This is grand !’

Frayne was six months on his little
island of delight* without sighting anything
but® the masts of three trading-schooners
which had passed far away to the westward.
Then on a clear, wonderful day in October,
1914, there came to his ears heavy booming

e ———
1. Of lesser value, 8 W M & o Water-stained, 7k 3.
3. Pavsed (pgzd) in his reading, # M. 4. Island (I'land)
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counds® that puzzled him. The sounds can
trom the northwest, from the direction of tl
Solomons.

The hot, beavy air vibrated with? tl
strange throbbing noises that rolled over tl
water.? Holliz Frayne listened In amaz
ment. At last he came to a decislon.

““They’re guns!’’ he cried. ‘‘ By gosh
Thev’re gunz ! 7’

The sound of the firing® died away, bv
Fravme stood on the white beach, his fac
turned toward the point from which had
come the sound that had thrilled him. H,
wondered what was happening. He tried t
imagine what had taken place® in the worlc
since the day The Belle of Whitechapel went

down.

1. Heavy booming (bédm'ing) sounds, B EE 2 % 29
Vibrated (vi'brit-td) with, 5 Bt . 3. Rolled over the
water, B ¥ LI E® 4 By gosh, “slang” “{& 35" th >
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For two hours Frayne stood watehing
the ocean; then to his astonished eyes there
came & sight which thrilled him: Up over
the horizon® eame a gray battleship, smoke
steaming® from every stack and staining the
opal sky.®! It came tearing through the
ocean® like a crazed thing. Frayne, watch-
ingz it with startled eyes, thought it was going
to pasz by his little island, but suddenly it
changed its course® and swept down upon the
atoil on which he had made his home.®

“By George,” they’re coming here ! ”’
he cried. ‘‘ They’ve seen the flag.”’

The war-vessel came within less than
a mile of the island. Frayne, watching, saw
a boat lowered;® and then, standing on the

1. Up over the horizon (hé-ri'ziin), JH7T4E k, kK —f5 .
2. Smoke steaming, § WM. 3. Staining (stin’ing) the opal
siy, X B Z M. 4. Tearing (taring) through the ocean,
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beach, he watched the boat come swiftl
toward the shore, rowed by a dozen stalwa
blue-jackets.

There was no flag vizible! upon the waz
ship, and Frayne, expectant,® continued t
watch., The small boat came clozer. Frayn
could mase out” the faces of the men, strong
sces.  He noted the clean-cut
alert petty oficer,” and he wondered whj
they were making this call,® wondered whj
the battleship had come along at such a speed,
wondered concerning the sound of the big
guns.

The boat grounded,” and the officer
sprang out and walked toward Frayne. He
salatzd, and then, without making the slight-
est Inquiry® as to what Frayne was doing on

1. No flag visible (v2'T-b']), BE W8 R #T ®L. 2. Expectant

(Gks-pikftent), B E B B§. 3. Mske out, ¢ # 8. 4. Sun-
tanned (sin-idnd), HIEQ @ M. 5. Petty (pst't§) ofiicer
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the island, he asked abruptly : ‘“ Any waltel
here 77

*Yes,”" said Frayne.

““Much 77’

Frayne thought of his little pool, the
little wonder-pool* that he loved. A greal
love had grown up within him?® for the little
rocky basin. He would &it for hours looking
down into the clear water.

““There’s a little pool,”” he said. ‘¢ It
holds about five hundred gallons.”

The officer turned and shouted an order
to one of the =ailors.

““Bignal them® to send the casks,”’ he
gaid. ““‘Quick ] ™

The man addressed* wigwagged® the

1. Wonderpoo!, BMBFZAJW (X PR E). 2. Within
him, 3% .0 tp. 5. Slzoal sig’nael) them, FE B N W, 4.
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ship, and immediately another boat put off
from the warship carrying four big casks.

Frayne woke out of the little stupor of
surprise’ which had come upon him when he
saw the boat approaching. He understood.
This gray monster was going to thieve® his
water. They were going to rob him of® the
contents of the little pool, the little wonder-
pool to which he owed everything.* Without
the pool he couldn’t live.

““TWait! ” said Frayne as the stern-faced
officer busied himself in giving orders to his
men. ‘' You can’t take this water.”’

““ What’s that ? > cried the officer.

“You can’t have this water,”’ said
Frayne. “It’s mine. There'’s only enough
in it to last me® till the rains come.”’

——
1. Little stupor (stQ'pdr) of surprise (shr-priz"), 85 §] & %
Z ¥ TF . 2. Thieve (thév), §5. 3. Rob him of, i . 4
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A smile appeared for an instant' upo

eddd 4l

the fzee of the naval man; then a eold, hang

look sprang upon® the smile and throttled it

& =

“IWhy, Mr. Beachcomber, we’ll take it ”

» o=

he said.
Hollis Frayne turned and pointed to the
Arerican flag flying over his shack. ““ Dy
vou see that ? 7’ he said.
Acain the smile appeared upon the face
of the officer. *‘ Yes,”” he said slowly.

“TWell, that’s been flying @ver this island
for six months,”” cried Frayne. “‘I put it
up.” This little pool of water contains, ag 1
toid you, only about five hundred gallons.

If it were taken from me, I'd have nothing,”’

“ We can’t help that,’" said the officer.

e
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“We want fresh water. Our condensing-

plant! is busted,® and we have none.”

““Go somewhere else for it,”" said
Frayne.

“Weean't!”

“Why can't you ?

The officer looked at ¥Frayne, and then
for the first time it dawned upon him?® that
the man on the island had no knowledge
of* what had happened in the outer world.

““ Don’t you know what’s happened ? *’
he said. “‘ Don’t you know what’s happened
out there ? ’

He swept his hand in a half-circle toward
the northwest.®

““ What has happened ? ’* Frayne asked.

-—-ﬁ*_i-fl— S T — - ——
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““ The world is at war ! '’ eried the other.
““ Al Europe is at war! All Europe! Do
you understand ? At least there are spots
that are trying to keep out of* it, but—well,
I guess they’ll all be in it* sooner or later!’™

“ And America ? ”’ asked Frayne breath-
lessly.

‘“ America is sitting on the fence,’*
answered the officer. *‘ Your gay old eagle®
is perched on the rail, turning round and
round,® looking first this way and then the
sther, wondering whether he’ll get his tail-

:athers shot off.”’

Frayne stared, and the officer, half
mused and half gratified by the amazement
which his words had produced® on the face

1. Keepoutof, R A MF th. 2. I.t, mA. 3. Sooner
or later, J® . 4, Siiting on the fenee (ffns), B 4% ; 4350 W
J. 5. Gay oid eagle, 3 W[ [ 0% L Z . 6 Turning
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of the American, gave a short résumé' of
what had happened during the preceding five
months.

‘““ Now,”” he said as he finished, *‘you'll
understand why we’re going to take your

water. ”?

Frayne woke up again; the news had
stunned him® for a minute, and up before his
eyes came® a picture of the rocky pool. He
pictured it empty, drained to the last drop!
by the marauders who had swept down upon
him. He looked at the big casks that the
second boat was bringing toward the sandy
beach,’ then as he made a quick spring® back-
ward, he drew a revolver that, with twenty-
five cartridges,” had come ashore in the

L. Short résumd (rizg-md’), i T 2L K (X BB R).
2. Stunned (stfind) him, ff Z 3% ®. 3. Up before his eyes
CAINE wvure (eoevne came up before his eyes). Picture, MM fif. 4.
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sea-chest with *‘ Tom Sawyer '’ and *‘ Huckle-
berry Finn,”’ and covered the officer.”

“Get out!’ he cried. “You're on
neutral territory |* Get off * You're not
going to get this water !’

The officer smiled. *‘ Put it down,’’* he
said. ““Put it down, or I'll blow® you and
your island out of the ocean.’’

“Get out ! said Frayne. ‘‘Get into
rour boat. If you're not off this beach
before I count ten,® I'll put a bullet through
vou. Skiddoo ! 7

The fingers of the officer’s right hand
were crooked as if they thought the butt of
his revolver® was near, but the right arm
remained at his side. The sailors standing
on the beach watched the little happening.

1. Covered the officer, #{f /P 2 8 # R Wy, 2. Neutral
(nit'tral) territory (t8r'I-t0-1y), o ¥ B 3. 3. Getoff'!
. 4. Put it down! M E ¥ . 5. Blow,f#E. 6. Count
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For a minute no one moved; then the
officer made a curious clucking sound, and
one of the twelve sailors drew a revolver
and fired.

The bullet whistled by* Hollis Frayne’s
ear., The revolver in the American’s hand
spoke swiftly,® and the sailor dropped on the
white sand with a bullet in his chest.

‘““ Beat it !”'* cried Frayne. ‘‘ Quick !
Mareh | ¢

The officer turned toward the boat, and
Hollis Frayne marched after him.

The wounded blue-jacket lay upon the
beach, his blood staining the white sand.

““ Pick him up, and take him with you,”’
said Frayne. ‘‘ Keep your hands away from
your guns!® TI'll blow the head off any man
who touches his revolver,”’

1. Whistled (whis”Ild) by, fE v v % 8 #. 2. Spoke
gwiftly (ewifit'l¥), & 2 (X % &). 8. Beat it (*'Slang”
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Four of the wounded man’s companions
picked him up, and lifted him into the boat.
The officer sat down in the stern, and they
pushed off.? The second boat containing
the casks was coming rapidly shoreward, 1ts
speed accelerated by* the sound of the two
shots.® Now the first boat hailed it, and
Hollis Frayne, barefooted,:erect and very
indignant, stood on the beach watching the
two officers palaver. For a moment he
glanced behind him. Above his little shack
waved the big flag, the flag he loved, the
flag he looked upon as the symbol of free-
dom.* He looked at it with a smile upon
his face ; then he dashed up® to the shacls,
grabbed the lasteleven cartridges and returned
to the beach.

1. Pushed (pusht) off, 3 A% 47. 2. Accelerated (ik-sElTr-
at'éd) by, B i E . 3. Shots, f#f ®. 4. Symbol (simD51)
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The two boats were signaling the battle-
ship. Frayne watched the little flags flash
in the bright sunlight as the message was
sent,” and as it was answered by the warship.
Then the officer of the first boat shouted out
an order. Again the oars struck the water,?
and the boat came back toward the shore.

When it was just outside the line of
little waves® that came in soft procession to
the white beach,* the officer stood up and

ipping his hands,” shouted to Frayne.

‘““ Listen, Mr. Beachcomber!”’ he eried.

The captain says we’re to take that water

or we’ll blow you and your island out of the

sea. Dou’t be a fool, man! You're up
against® a battleship ! »’

——e
. As the message (m&'dj) was sent, % L % % 0. 6%
Oars (Orz) struck the water, 22 M % & . 2. Line of
le waves, — # /AR 4. In soft procession (prd-sish’tin)
the beach, ¥% % g )& 8. 6. Cupping his hands, &1 = % &
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““1 don't care what I'm up against!”
shouted Frayne. ‘‘The water's mine! I
have got the American flag flying over it
and by gum,® you aren’t coming in here to
ride roughshod over me.’”

“But we've got to have it !’ cried the
officer. ‘‘ We’re out of water ! 7

““1 don’t care,”” =aid F:rayne. “If you
had asked for some,® I’d have given it.*
But you're not going to come here and lick

up every drop of this water without so much
as a by-your-leave® or beg-your-pardon!”’?

““Why, you fool!’ roared the officer.
¢ Vou—

He made a quick movement with his
right hand as he spoke, but Hollis Frayne

1. By gum 58 ‘“By gush ” & . 2. To ride roughshod
(rifshdd’) over, ¥2 B§. 8. Out of water, gk k. 4. Asked for
me, M M #1 R. 5. I'd have given it (=I would have given
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was covering him. Before the lieutenant
hed his gun half out of his holster,' Frayne
had fired. For an instant the officer stood
upright;* then his legs gave from under him?
and he crumpled up and fell.

“Clear out!?” eried Frayne. ‘Il
fight till the last.”’*

For a moment the rowers remained
inactive;® then one of them shouted an
order,’ and the oars struck the water together.
The boat made a mad surge forward,” and
Frayne fired twice in quick succession. One
oar was jerked violently into the air as its
rower slipped from his seat into the bottom
of the bdat beside the officer ; another oar
dropped as the man who was handling it fell

e ———————————

1. Holster (hol'stfr), E#r 23 2. Stood upright, i 1.
% Gave from under him, R ¥ X 4. 4. Till the lust, — B @
F. 5. Remained (r&mind’) inactive (In-ak'tiv), >k M. 6.
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forward over the side,’ his head touching the
water. Frayne bhad sprung behind a rock,

The man who had given the order to
pull® shouted another; the boat turned, and
the nine remaining oarsmen pulled swiftly
out of range.®

Hollis Frayne chuckled. He felt utterly
indifferent as to the outcome of the affair.*
He had a strange feeling of delight. The
coming of the battleship had broken the
monotony® of the preceding months. It had
brought into his life an element of risk.® He
ecalled, as he stood with the revolver in his
hand, a verse that was penciled on the
fly-leaf” of ‘‘ The Last of the Mohicans,”’ one
of the three volumes he had salvaged. The

verse read :

1, Fell forward over theside, I X B, B 2 AA M. 2.
7o had given the order to pull (pyl), 8 4 4 /A & & Z A.
Jut of range (réinj), MM A R 8. 4 Outcome (out’kiim’) of
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No game was ever yet worth a rap*
For a rational man® to play,

Into which disaster or mishap
Couldn’t possibly find a way.

The boat containing the casks waited till
the other had reached it; then the two started
back® for the battleship.

Hollis Frayne addressed a lemon-colored
erab® that had crawled out of the water and
was staring at Frayne as if® it wanted to know
how affairs were goir; g.t

““ Well, they’ve got four wounded,” said
Frayne, speaking to the crab. ‘‘ They're

paying for the water,” at any rate.’’3

1. Worth a rap, & . 2. Rational (rish’in-al) man,
4 &% %&. 5. Started back, F [. 4. Lemon-colored (Jim'tin-
EQl®rd) crab, IR 2 8. 5. Asif, - 0. How affaire
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He examined the battleship more
closely.! There was every indication® that
she had been in a fracas.?

Frayne thought over what the officer had
told him. He believed the story. What he
was pleased to know was that his own country
was not at war. He thought of Elsie Ham-
merton and was glad to think that peace
reigned over the United States.* The officer
had given a rather startling account of con-
ditions® in the countries that were at war,
and Frayne was glad to know that Elsie
Hammerton was not suffering any incon-
veniences® from the mad outbreak which had

swept over’ Europe.

1. More closely, i #. 2. Every indication (in-di-kd’shim) ,
MIER K. 3 In a fracas (fri'kes), 8§ B & @l. 4. Peace
reigned (rind) over the U.8, A, & & B o, 3K 5% E: 5% — 3T
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Frayne was suddenly brought out of!
his daydream,® brought out of it in a
manner that was anything but pleasant.®
The two boats had reached the battleship
that, at the moment, was stern on to the
little island.* Frayne, thinking of Elsie
Hammerton, saw the warship swing sud-
denly; then a flash of fire came from her
sides.” He leaped behind a boulder—and
crouched ; then, lifting his head, he saw an
amazing spectacle. His shack, in which he
had lived for six months and in which were
his books, ‘“Tom Sawyer,” * Huckleberry
Finn” and “‘The Last of the Mohicans,”
was blown into a thousand pieces® by a
terrific explosion. A shell from the warship

had been dropped accurately on it, and not a

L S P A R L I S

1. Brought (brat) out of, M. 2 Daydream, ¥ ¥ 2 &
(X% R). 3 Anything but pleasant (plizfant), ¥ 3k &
= %. 4 Was stern (st&rn) on to the little island, 2 JE 3 &



( 55 )

BB ZEE, BER
RRE O BEREZ &, 8 I TR
%, = 4G AR, ERR B P,
NEEN TGRS B, R
TET T E S AN S Y
RO M. B BB K S R T
B W B, — TR A
R R, IR RN A, AR WA
B K. RH BT R R
2B, B THE KRR Z K H, 38 4 3
PoK, A B — K BNE 2 R
PR T, %O PR — W, A
WA R, 4 S —

B. 5. Her sides, M fif. 6. Blown into a thousand pieces,
HIETERE.



( 56 )

single piece was left to tell' where the shack
had been situated !

As an exhibition of marksmanship,? it
was perfect. The captain had given Frayne
an object lesson.? By a single shot the
captain had destroyed his home and had
thus gently insinuated that it was a preecarious
game® to stand in the way of® a warship that
wished to obtain water.

Hollis Frayne cursed softly. The loss of
the three books maddened him. Thoughts
of Huck Finn and Tom Sawyer came into his
mind—of the long hours he had passed with
them; and his wrath grew with each mo-
ment.® He looked at the flag which was
flying bravely as the soft trade wind” caressed
it, and a hard, cold look came over his face.

.
1. To tell, ¥ Pt 4u. 2. Exhibition (€kes-hi-bish’iin) of

marksmanship (mirks'man-ship), $1#:288. 3.Object lesson, ¥
¥ 4. Precarious (pré-ka'ri-iis) game, f& B 2 i B (%
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““The dogs! ¥ he cried. ‘‘The dogs!
Gol darn them !* They'll never get that

water [”’

The warship, having given Frayne g
proof of its capacity to inflict harm® upon
him, lay quiet on the surface of the opal
water. Frayne, from behind the boulder,
watched closely. He saw the wounded men
lifted up from the boat which had made the
landing ;* then he saw another officer and
three men slip down the ropes* to take their
places.® The air was very clear ; the warship
was close in, and everything was visible to
Frayne.

“They’'re coming back,” he said as he
loaded the empty chambers® of the revolver.

1. Gol @arn (diirn) them ! P B§; # 8, corruption of
“god damn them.” 2. Capacity (ka-pds'i-t§¥) to inflict (in-
Hikt) harm, &5 = #& 3. Made the landing, B B 4.
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The two boats again headed toward' the
shore, and Hollis Frayne watched them. He
looked around him and took up the best
position of defense® he could find. Crawling
on his stomach,® he crept forward till he was
behind a great coral boulder immediately
above the beach on which the first boat had
made a landing. The boulder made a won-
derful shelter. Through a slit in the very
middle® of it, a slit not more than three
inches broad, Frayne had a complete view of
the beach, and through this slit he thrust the

barrel of his revolver,® and waited.

The boats came speeding toward the
beach, the oars moving with the rhythmic
precision” of the well-trained man-of-war’s®

1. Headed toward, ; #8 2. Best position of defense
(dé-ftns"), AT B £ Z 3. 3 Crawling (kral'ing) on his
stomach (stim’ek), #1 8 ¥ 47. 4. Made a wonderful shelter



{ 61 )

AR XERWE BEHE
EZ. AMBEKXE—REZH
2 H, BEOW 4 AR AT BB 5 R
BN EBREZLEL—-#HE
AZ#% KABEW®ZH HHEL
K AZpRk AEE— TR
=Y. HHES 2, BEBRE, 55
E#H. ZF|/ U F W ZEH BT W
B2 b, W 0O |k, OB A

R m R E B R W E R
L% B BRZ AW, ZEHET

(shil'i¥r), f— S &£ 2 HE #. 5 Very middle, E g R. 6,
Barrel (bdr'rél) of revolver. M 5. 7. Rhrthmie (rith'mik)
precision(pré-sizh’in), 3 F 8 =~ & &i. S Manp-of-war, 5§



( 62 )

men. The silence that had been routed by
the explosion of the shell had returned again
and settled like a brooding,? watching thing
over the island.

The first boat shot a little ahead? of the
one containing the barrels. It stopped when
close in, and an officer, huge and muscular,
stood up and hailed the shore in a voice of
thunder.

*“ Listen, my man !’ he shouted. *‘Ij
you fire a shot, we will hang you to the
yard-arm® and blow your island to pieces.”

Frayne, behind the boulder, smiled
grimly. He turned and looked again at the
flag. A soft puff of wind* lifted the folds of
the Stars and Stripes® at that moment and
flung the flag out with what appeared to

————e
1. Brooding (bréod’ing), watching thing (s 2 “silence ™).
2. Bhot = little ahead, 47 # . 3. Yard-arm, il #F Z 88 4
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IFrayne* to be a gesture of contempt® for the
boastful words of the big officer in the boat,

The officer waited as if expecting an
answer, but Frayne made no reply. The
officer bad not drawn his revolver, but Frayne
had his eye upon® a blue-jacket lying flat in
the bottom of the boat and half covered with
. plece of sailcloth. The American, from his
osition high up over the beach. could see
the reclining sailor* distinetly.

The blue-jacket had a rifle, and the
barrel of the rifle was pointed toward the
beach. The sharpshooter was evidently wait-
ing for Frayne to appear in view,® when the

question of the rights of ownership would be
speedily settled with a bullet. '

1. With what appeared to Frayne, Z7 € § > 23 .. ..
Gesture (j&'tlr) of contempt (kin<témpt’), W1 > 88 3.
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Fravne hated the man with the rifle,
The fellow was grinning, grinning in joyous
expectancy.! As the boat came closer, the
American could see his flat, ugly face, his
cheek nuzzling the stock.®

To Frayne there then came a full realiza.
tion of all that the officer had told him,

There was no more peace. The world was at
war. Here he was on a little lonely island,
harming no one, interfering with no one,
nursing his few gallons of water and his few
cocoa-palms, and up over the horizon had
come a thunderous, mighty monster, manned
by* eight hundred men, each one of the
eight hundred willing and ready to murder

him to obtain the few gallons of water upon
which he depended.

L. Joyous (joi'lls) expectancy, % > M1 ¥. 2. Nuzzling
(niiz’zIng) the stock, % #r #. 8. Interfering (in-t&r-f&r'ing)
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As Frayne lay crouched behind the
boulder the soft trade-wind carried a charred

scrap of paper' and dropped it before him.

It was part of a page from ‘‘ Tom Sawyer,”
and it read:

Tox SAwyer  Page 61
groaning under the heel* of European monarchies
and Oriental despotismj for such as have the light
and the good tidings,® and yet have not eyes to see
nor ears to hear withal; for
the heathen in the far iel

gea ; and closed with a
It was the Reverend Mr. Sprague’s
prayer,* that ‘‘ good, generous prayer ’’ that

included every one;® but at the moment it
did not appeal to Hollis Frayne.

“Gol durn ’em ! ’’ he growled. ‘¢ They
ought to be under the heel of European

1. Charred (chiird) scrap of paper, 2 ff Z &. 2. Groan-
ing (gron'ing) under the heel of, A X F. 3. Good
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monarchieg! They ought to be groaning !

They’re piratical dogs, and they get what they
deserve ] 72

The boat moved closer to the shore.
The face of the officer was quite distinct, a
cold, brutal face; and Frayne could see him
signaling with his hand?® to the sharpshooter
to keep well down under cover.®

Frayne waited. The boat grounded.
The officer, revolver in hand, sprang out and
beckoned to the boat containing the casks.
He said something in an undertone* t6 the
sharpshooter in the bottom of the boat, and
the sharpshooter grinned.

Frayne took off his battered hat,® put it
on a stick and gently raised it® over the top
of the boulder. One of the sailors im-

1. Get what they deserve (d&=zérv'), S X B {4 Z 5l. 2
Signaling with Lis hand, P21 = {2 5 & 3. Under cover, i
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mediately saw it and whispered to the man
with the rifle.? That person gave a joyful
chuckle.? His rifle was raised, and he fired.
The hat was lifted off the stick.®

Frayne’s eyes were upon tne sharp-
shooter. For an instant he watched the flat
face, which was alive with the desire to kill.
He watched the little wave of joy that had
passed over it as the bullet lifted the hat from
the stick ; then Frayne fired.

He fired at the back of the sharpshooter,

because he had taken a singular dislike® to
the back of the man who lay sprawled on his
stomach® in the bottom of the boat. He saw
the fellow give a cry,” drop the rifie and

T —

1. The man with the rifle (xi'fl), B A. 2. Gave a
joyful chuckle (chikk’l), {E #% 4% 58, 8. Lifted off the stick,
AESERE 4 Alive with the desire to ki, B 8 B W. 5.
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double up! like a jackknife. Then he turned
hig attention to® the officer.

That person had wheeled® the momaent
the rifle had spoken,* and now he made 2
ruzh® across the beach with the evident in-
tention of attacking single-handed® Fraymne’s
hiding-place. The rowers leaped from their
places” to follow him as he shouted an oxrder
in a loud voice. Frayne found himself busy.
He fired again, and the officer running across
the beach fell with a bullet in his thigh.

Half a dozen bulletz splatiered against
the face of the coral boulder® behind wlhich
Frayne crouched. He fired twice in rapid

succession,’ and two of the charging sailoxrs™

-4

1. Double up, 3T . 2. Tuarned his attention (it-tEn’shiin)
oM it & 3 Wheeled, 8 I 8. 4 The moment the rifle
had spoken, # #F Z 8% 5. Made a rush (riish), #& #3. 6.
Attacking single-handed, $E 5 81" 7. Leaped from theofir
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dropped. Frayne was cool—cold, even.? As
he leaned against® the big boulder, he felt
it teeter ever so slightly, and he guessed that
it rested upon® an insecure foundation.

The hslf-score® uninjured blue-jackets
reached the base of the little rise® on the top
of which Frayne was hidden. They were for
the moment out of range, and the American
dropped his revolver and put his shoulder
against the big rock. He heard their feet
scratching for a footing;® then he pushed

forward with all his great strength, and the
big boulder rolled down the slope.

Only six of the charging ten? ran baclc
to the boat. Four of their number lay

beneath the great rock, and the living six,

1. Cool—cold even, (“cool” ZHM B M, “cold” 2 & 13
Ew R ASE E®E). 2 Leaned against, 8 4. S.
Rosted upon, R (bRR). 4. Half-score, = -} BB “ score.?’
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terrified at what happened, and having no
leader, were stampeded. They flung them-
se-ives into the boat,® dragged the injured
officer after them and pulled madly® toward
the warship.

The officer in charge of* the boat con-
taining the barrels was hurrying his boat
forward to support the first,* but as Frayne
watched his approach a whistle sounded from
the warship, and the boat stopped. On the
deck of the battleship, signaling-flags began
to flutter, and Frayne saw the two boats move
wward the warship. .

““I've beat them!"” cried Frayne. *‘Gee,
they've given up.”®

Frayne was mistaken. The two boats
reacted the battleship and were lifted up;®

—_———

1. Flong (ding) themselves into the boat, 91 & A ¥ 2.
Pulled madly, i 32 3% 4¢ (% @ &). 8. Incharge of, Al;
& 4 To support \sUp-port’) the first, I8 By &% — #0. 5.
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then the big gray monster swung around so
that she could train a broadside on the little
island.? For a few minutes the silence
seemed acute; then the stillness was shattered
by® a terrific roar of guns. Frayne ducked.?
It seemed as if the island rocked under the
terrific shock. He thought that all the fiends
of hell had been suddenly unloosed. There
were deafening explosions,* the terrifying
scream of flying shells® and the infamous

sounds made® when they burst upon the
little island.

The long, reedlike grass at one end of
the island was set on fire” by the shells, and
the flames sprang up like red serpents, The
wind was carrying the flames in Frayne’s
direction.* and he coughed violently as a

1. Train = broadside on the island, CLiE B W1 &. 2
The stillness was shattered (shit’térd) by, S #F Z R 5 ......
#(XHm@E). S Ducked (dikkt), # ¥ 2= 4 Deal-

ening (d#"n-ing) explosions (Eks-plo‘zhinz), R E $k 12 2 8
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great pall of smoke swept over the place
- where his shack had been, over the little
palm grove and the white beach.

He choked as he lay behind a boulder.
The smoke-cloud hid the warship from his
sight,? but now and then? he caught a glimpse
of her as the sighing trade wind* made rents
In the smoke.” Crawling on hands and
knees,® the American made his way toward
the far end of the island, but he couldn’t
escape the heat and smoke that came from
the burning reed-bed. The ~wind carried
wisps of burned reeds o-ver thé island, and
every little dry patch of grass was set aflame.?

The peaceful island became an inferno,

————————

1. Hid the warship from his sight, EEErREHR 2
Now and then, f§; 2%. 8. Caught a glimpse (glinps) of, 8 &,
4 S8ghing trade wind, B2 U % 25T 8 E. 5. Made rents
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Frayne coughed wildly as the smoke
crept into his lungs, ““Oh gee ! ** he cried.
““The dogs !’

He thought of the little rocky pool at
that moment, the pool which was his most
cherizshed possession,® the pool which he had
fought to save from the impudent marauders.®
He thought of it as a hiding place, and he
crept back toward it, making his way cau-
tiously* lest he should be seen® by the sharp
eyes on the warship.

He avoided the open spots® and crawled
through the grass over which the flames had
passed. His beard and hair were singed.
His hands were blistered as he crept over

ground where the little snaky flames were
still active.”

i, Oh gee! (“Slang” ZEE F ). 2. Most cherished
(chérisht) possession (pdzzéshin), % B B Z4 3
Impudent (1m'pli-dent) maranders (ma-rad’srz) % B0 Z BE
4. Making his way cautiounsly (ka'shii«l§¥', AL R ARG
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At last he reached the wonderful little
rocky pool, and dropped into it. He sat
down in the cold water, and to him there
came a wonderful feeling of relief.? The cold
water was soothing, a wonderful balm for his
scorched body. He dipped his hands in it
and bleszed it for the relief it gave him.

After a little while* he wondered what
was happening. The noize of the firing died
away,” and he crept up out of the rocky pool
and crawled cautiously forward so that he
could view the Lattleship.

— =

She was still there, and now coming
again towsrd the island were the two boats.
They were coming boldly, as if they felt
certain that no attempt would be made to
stop them® after the murderous fire® which
had been turned upon the island.

_—
L, Feeling of rellel (r&-20"), REZER (X pE D).
» After a little while, 2 # SR #; %5454 3 Died
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Fravne, his face cold and rigid, erawled
down toward his old position, determined to
fight to the last,

The boats were halfway' toward the
heach when the warship fired a gun—then
another and another. The two boats stopped.
There was some wild wigwagging from the
deek of the bat:leship; then both boats turned
swiitiy and at full speed® raced back toward
the warship. '

Frayne, crouched above the beach,
waiched the proceeding with astonished ejrea.;
Whathad happened? Why hgd they changed
their minds® after their wild efforts to flog
him into submission ¥ The two boats were
hurriedly lifted to the warship’s deck ; then

L Haliway, #h & 2. At full speed (spad), 8% 2 5. 8.
nged thelr minds, @ H§f. 4 To flog him into sub-
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with black smoke pouring out of her four
funnels, she swung around and rushed at full
speed awav toward the east. Frayne watched
her as she fled, a great gray thing whose
smoke dragged® like black snakes across the
§RY.

“Oh, gee!’ he cried. ‘‘Ch, gee!l’’

He tumed and looked toward the west,
fromm which the warship had come, and the
reason for her retreat was made manifest® to
him. A blur of smoke*appeared upon the far_
horizon.* As Frayne watched, it grew.® It
became a great cloud that swept up over the
horizon and eame rushing toward the island.
It was another warship, another great big
gray monster that was charging madly after”

1. Pouring out of, # #. 2. Smoke dragged (drigd), 8
BRZED 3 Wa:made manifest (min'ifist), Jiml. 4. A

blar (Llir) of smoke, F2 29 Z M . 5. Upon the far horizon,
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the one with which Frayne, single-handed,
kad tastled !

It came at a terrific speed, white water
surging up from its bows, its nose like the
snout of a hound, set steadfastly in the wake
? the flesing vessel.? The little island

0L
attracted it not one whit.* It rushed by, an

appalling, terrifving thing, and Frayne

warched it gz it went.

The warship that Frayne had battled

withh had disappeared behind the far horizon,
and after it went the other. Frayne watched
tiil the pursuer was out of sight, and then as
he still stared, there came to him the thun-
derous boom of guns. For a full hour he
heard them ; then the silence closed in upon

him again and he was left alone.

L In the wake (wak) of, REY. 2. Fleeing vessel (vés'edl),
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It was hours afterward when Frayne,
searching among the ruins of his shack,’
looked up to find a small steamer—a cruiser,
apparently—putting down upon the island.
He ran down to the beach and watched her
as she came toward him, wondering what
had prompted the second visitor.® Then he
remembered the fire. Possibly this steamer
that was approaching him had turned out of
its way® on account of' the smoke of the

burning reeds. Its captain was evidently

laboring under the idea® that a ship was on
fire,” and had come out of his course to offer
help.

Suddenly Frayne gave a cry of delight.
Floating over the masthead of the approach-
ing boat was the Awmerican flag. He clapped

1. Ruins (r@'Inz) of his shack (zhik), b & Zid 5. 2
What had prompted (prémpt’td) the second (s8k'find) visitor,
FIXERE_F% (ZHEE, L PpFR). S Tuned
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his hands and turned to look at his own

flagpole. Upon it, scorched and shell-torn,*
the Stars and Stripes still floated with the
trade winds that came across the Coral Sea.

Frayne =zat down and watched, a few

charred leaves of ‘‘Tom Sawyer’ in his
hand. '

A boat put out from the steamer and
came swiftly toward the shore. A slim,
white-clothed officer sprang from it and saluted
Frayne. ‘‘Hello,”® he said. ‘‘ Whatls-the
trouble round here, anyway ? We heard

guns, and then we saw smoke. Who set the
island on fire 7"’

‘““ A bunch that wanted to steal my
drinking water,’’ said Frayne. Then in a few
words® he told the story.

1. Scorched (skdreht) aud shell-torn, 8 K B 5T #; T &
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The officer looked at the dead bodies on
the white beach, then at Frayne.! He was a
nice-looking® youth, and the matter-of-fact
way® in which Frayne told of the fight
impressed him.*

“*Say, you had a hot time,””® he cried.
*“ And you beat ’em off ?7’°

““Sure,”” said Frayne. ‘I didn’t know
there was a war until this morning, and
when this bunch told me that America wasn’t
in the rumpus,’ I decided they had nt:_o"_rigﬂ-ﬂl;i:.m= *
to come here and steal my water supply.
When I protested, one of ’em tried to put a
bullet in my head, and then I fought. They
had me pretty hard pressed,® when they

1. Then at Frayne (B “Then looked at Frayne”). 2.

Nice-looking, 8 %. 8. Matter-of-fact way, % [ & f 4 = &8,
RELEFEE vEEETFH# 4 Impresed (im-prést)
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sighted the other battleship coming, so they
cut and ran.””

““You nervy son-of-a-gun ! ’”* cried the
officer., Then taking a step forward® he said:

““ My name is Bates, Harry Bates, Say, I'm
glad to meet you.”*

“ My name is Frayne, Hollis Frayne, of
New York,” said the man who held the
charred remnants of his library® in his leit
hand. ‘‘And I'm pleased io meet you.”

‘ Come aboard® and tell the Captain,’
sald Bates.

Hollis Frayne was rowed out to the
steamer, Harry Bates firing a thousand
questions at him® about the fight, the sailors
straining their ears® in an effort to hear.

1. So they cut and ran, M7 W 8. 2. Nervy (n&rv'y)
gon-of-a-gun (“Blang” “ Nervy ” Xk i§ Z &, “Son-of-a-gun ¥
B—-REEEFZRATFAXANZEXPEETSH
08 > % ). 8. Tuking a step fvrward, § # — #. 4. Glad
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The officer climbed the rope ladder
before Frayne and in a few words told the
story to the captain; then when Frayne
scrambled over the side,! the amused com-
mander came toward him. Hollis Frayne
halted with a little ery of surprise,® and for
ten seconds the two looked at each other.

The captain was the first to speak. *‘ By
gosh! It's Frayne !’ he eried.

““Qraves | 7’ said Frayne, and then after
uttering the name of his rival,’ he turned

el g

and started to climb back over the side.

The captain sprang forward and grasped
the hand of the other, and when Frayne
tried to withdraw it from his grasp, he ex-

ploded. ‘*You blamed fool, Fraynel!”
yelled Graves., ‘‘She didn’t take me I* You

1. Scrambled (scrim’l'ld) over the =side, 58 @ k. 2.
A little ery of surprize, 8 i = 3. 3. Rival (ri'val), & W fE
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idiot! She found after you went away that
she wanted you! And she’s waiting! She's
waiting for you to come back to her! Do
you hear ? I had a letter from my mother
at Singapore, and she said that nobody
counted* to Elsie Hammerton, only Hol
Frayne! You lucky dog! No wonder you
whipped a battleship! You're coming back
to the old United States with me, and I'm
going to be the best man? at your wedding!?"’

Hours afterward, when the Sacramenite.
was plowing her way® toward Honolulu,*

Captain Graves found Hollis Frayne prowling
listlessly around the ship.

““ Anything I can do for you, Frayne ? *’
he asked.

1. Nobody counied, 4 2 % &. 2. Be:t man, ¢ ¥ ¥ 5
Z A. 3. Plowing (plow’ing) her way, i R & E. 4 Hung-
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““1 was wondering,”’ began Frayne, ‘1
was just wondering if you had a copy ol
‘Tom Sawyer’ on board.? Those dogs

destroyed my copy and I’'m—I'm sort of
lonesome without it.”

1. A copy of, — .
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