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PREFACE.

In my last publication on Oriental Literature,* I furnished the
Student with what I considered nearly sufficient for the theoretical
part of the Persian Language ; the object of the present Work is
to initiate him in the practical part of his duties, by presenting
him with a series of original papers and official documents, many of
them Fac-similes ; and T venture to assert that whoever shall have
made himself completely master of these two books, will only have
to acquire the colloquial dialect of the province wherein he may be
sitnated, in order that he may become an cffective assistant in any
Persian Office. In perusing some of thesc papers, the Student will
observe the arduous task and great responsibility he incurs in
making translations of legal documents ; but I trust that the names
of Barlow, Fombelle, Harrington, Stuart, and other distinguished
Servants of the East India Company, will act as a stimulus to his
excrtions, and point out to him the means by which he may hope
to rise to the highest posts in the service.

I bave endeavoured to make the translations as literal as is con-
sistent with the scnsc, but in some instances found it nearly
impossible to do so. Contrary to the practice of the Orientals, I
have commenced with easy papers, and gradually ascended the
scale. It bhas been supposed by some persons, that the moderns
do not introduce as much Arvabic into their compositions, nor
make so frequent a use of metaphor, as was formerly the practice ;
but these Letters may serve to undeceive them.

* Introduction to the Anviri Soohyly, published in
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The different specimens of Arabic and Persian writing,in Plates
1 to 6, might have been omitted, but I consider them not only as
curious, but useful, to persons who may wish to decipher inscrip-
tions, coins, &c. The Plate of Figures, No. 7, called Rukkum, will
be found absolutely requisite, for men of business, as all noney trans-
actions are kept in them. The analysis of the Shekesteh alphabet,
Plate 8, has been composed by myself, and doubtless would have
been executed much better in India or Persia, but through the whole
of this work, I have not had the smallest assistance from any native
of the East, which circumstance will, I trust, be a sufficient excuse
to my learned readers, for the errors they may discover.

A knowledge of the technical words at the end, may prevent a
repetition of some absurd errors in translation, which have occurred
in former works.

In conclusion, I beg leave to return my thanks to Mr. Edmon-
stone, Right Honourable Sir Gore Ouseley, Sir John Malcolm, and
Mr. Wilkins, for the ample materials which they supplied, and only
regret that I could not make use of more of these papers, without
adding very considerably to the price of the book.

I also return my thanks to the Directors of the I{onourable East
India Company, without whose patronage this Work would not
have seen the light, although many of the materials have been long
collected.

The exertions of Mr. Nicol, in printing from Manuscript, and
those of Mr. Netherclift in the Lithographic department, will I
trust be found highly commendable.

CHARLES STEWART.
East India College, Herts,

September, 1825.

P. S. The Extract from the Arabic Grammar, and the Analysis
inserted in the Anvari Soohyly, will be found extremely useful for
this Work.
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INTRODUCTION.

T art of epistolary composition has been deservedly held in the
highest estimation in the East, and it may be questioned whether
any people in the world can express themselves with more propriety
and elegance than the Persians. It is, however, much to be regret-
ted, that they are extremely fond of metaphor, and that Letter
Writing is cramped by much ceremony, and so many tedious rules
prescribed for addressing pcople of different ranks or situations
in society, that I doubt whether any person not initiated into the
art from carly youth, could make himself completely master of it.*
Among the persons celebrated for their skill in this department,
we find the names of several of the most famous Historians, Poets,
&c. viz. Sady, Jamy, Nescer Addeen Tasy, Sherif Addeen Yezdy,
Akhwand Meer Shah Icievy, Sckunder Beg, Abul Fazil, Ahmed
Razy, Mohammed Cassim Ferishta, Muatmid Khan, Afzil Kbhan,
Islam Khan, Siaduollah Khan, Chunder Bhan Brahmin, Audyry
Moonshy, Abul Futteh Tattavy, Mohammed Kazim, &c. &c.
Many volumes of letters, real and fictitious, have been published
in the Persian Language. Those of Jamy, Abul Fazil, and Her-
kern, are best known to Europeans, but there are many others,
both in Persia and India, which are greatly deserving the attention

* In a manuscript treatise 1 have on this subject, the author states there are twenty
modes of addressing persons according to their relative situation, whether from age,
rank, or other pre-eminence.

b
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of persons who take an interest in this subject, and which would be
highly useful to those destined for diplomatic employments. The
Letters of the Emperor Aurungzebe are excellent specimens of the
abilities and genius of that extraordinary personage, whose history
is still a desideratum in European Litcrature. But ample materials
for it exist, and it is probable that out of these a history will be
compiled in a neighbouring kingdom, where much more encou-
ragement is given to Oricntal literature than in England.

Of the great utility, nay absolute nccessity, of the Persian lan-
guage to our diplomatists in India, many proofs may be found in the
Hyderabad Correspondence, recently published ; and the nume-
rous accounts included in those volumes, evince the great advan-
tage of a knowledge of the figures denominated Rukkum *

Previous to commencing the explanation of the Plates, I think
it requisite to statec same particulars with regard to the origin and
progress of Arabic and Persian writing.

The carliest species of writing known by the Arabs was denomina -
ted Mosnad, and was used by the tribe of Hamyar, many centuries
before Mohammed, as appears {from some ancicnt monuments,
suid to be remaining in that character.y To this succeeded the
~Anbary, invented by Moramer, a short time before Mobammed, it
nearly resembles the Cufic, and was the character in which the
Koran was first written.}

Another author states, that the most ancient character was Ish-
maeli or Souri,§ that it was succeeded by the Kamari or Meccavy,

* Some original letters were published at Caleutta by John Mullock, in 1787, and
some very interesting ones from a Father to his Son, may be found in the Oriental
Miscellany of Calcutta, of 1798. Nicbuhr's Travels, and Baron de Sacy’s Chrestoma-
thie, furnish good Arabic originals.

+ An alphabet of this character may be found in page 14 of the Ancient Alphabets
published by J. Hammer, London, 1806.

1 Seec Sale’s Preliminary Discourse to his Translation of the Koran, pages 34, 5.

§ An alphabet of this character may be found page 4, of Hammer's publication, but
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and that the seven famous poems called Mooallakat, were written
in this character.

That a third species of writing was invented at Medina, and
was composed of a mixture of the Sowri and Meccary, that this is
the Cufic, from which all the modern bhaunds, have been derived 5+
but the dots and vowel points were subsequently added.

The Cufic Alphabet, in the accompanying Plate, No. 1, has been
partly taken from Morton’s Alphabets, and partly from Baron
De Sacy's Arabic Grammar, and will, I trust, be found ncarly cor-
rect. 'The fragment of Cufic, Plate 2, is copied from a leaf of the
Koran, written on vellam, found in one of the books belonging to
the late Tippoo Sultan, and has every appearance of antiquity :
as a transcript of it follows here, in the modern character, it is
unnecessary to dwell longer on the subject, than to state that it is
a portion of the IXth Chapter, denominated &.;);'.‘S\, and may be
found in page 239 of Sale’s Translation.

Transcript of the Cufic, PraTe 2.

Lcmsﬁx ;j.;),o o) g u,x.,u ‘.__>\.J Sond $3lgal
PSRN PR Pl 1 PR F e A (.yc.\:u

AN o 0 Do) 5 Coropal) et B 5 VS, T Vo

the author, translated by Hammer, was of opinion that the Cufic had been borrowed

-

from the Syrian ; sce page 15 of that work.

t See Mémoires de Litérature, vol. 50, page 298. Some further information on this
subject may be found by the oriental scholar in the Nufuis al Funin, a very celebrated
but rare work.
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from his servants, and accepteth alms ; and that God is easy to be recon-
ciled, and merciful ? Say unto themn, work as ye will ; but God will behold your
work, and his apostle also, and the truc belicvers: and ye shall be brought before
him who knoweth that which is kept sceret and that which is made public; and

he will declare unto you whatever ye have done.  And there are others who wait
with suspensc the decree of God ; whether he will punish them or whether he
will be turned unto them: but God is knowing and wise. There arc some who
have built a temple to hurt the faithful, and to propagate infidelity, and to foment
division among the true believers, and for a lurking-place for him who has fought
against God, and his apostle in time past: and they positively swear, saying,
Verily we intended no other than to do for the best : hut God is witness that they
do certainly lic. Stand not up to pray thercin for cver. There is a temple
founded on .-....... ‘.o

Explanation of the other Plates.

Plate 3, contains two specimens of writing, the first called
Toghra, which corresponds with our cypher, or flourished titles,
prefixed to Letters, Diplomas, &c. &c. and was brought to great
perfection in the twelfth century. (Sce Richardson’s Persian Dic-
tionary, Toghra.)

Transcript of the Toghra, PLATE 3.

In the name of God, the Clement, the Merciful !

The second specimen is denominated Neskh, in which all' the
Korans and other estecemed works are written ; it is said to have
been formed from the Cufic, about three hundred years after Mo-
hamnmed, by Iben Mokla, the vizier of the Khalif al Moktader, and
was brought to perfection by Aly Iben Bowab, or by other accounts
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by Yakiit, secretary to the Khalif Mostasem, for which reason he
received the appellation of Al-Khuttat, the Scribe.

Transcript of the Large Neskh.

- L4 Ce - - d S ’ » - w2
r—,"-\wu"j ety ) padl o B2 et fd‘wd)“b G (@'\{)
And cach of them was requesting from the messenger of God a handful of
water out of the sea, or a suck from the torrents of rain.*

Transcript of the Smalt Neskh.

B Ohan 5 @l oy WP E 4 Geayd) e (35

M6 8 s 1Y, 3w 1o Y DY 06 Jaall SAS
5\,,.5‘.\4»“.\,437_3)‘} ‘,..9.6'“: 3

It was said to the Commander of the Faithful, Aly, May God respect him!
You are a warrior, why do you not use a horse ? He replied, Verily I will never
make an attack on him who runs away, nor will I run from him who makes an
attack, therefore a mule is sufficient for me. This was written by the slave
Mohammed Zyah.+

Plate 4, contains two specimens of the Talik, an affected kind of
writing, formerly much esteemed in Persia, now seldom used but
for the direction of letters.

Transcript of the Talik, PLaTE 4.
O PO PSSP AN C O O CR  E P CICO B S
LS Gl ek oley ol sl S 28 ekl o

* N. B. This is a verse from the famous poem of Bourdeh. Sec Catalogue of Tip-
poo’s Library, page 79.
1 In this Plate there are several marks which are merely ornamental.
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Proclaimed be the imperial reign ! The royal government, like the fountain of

the, sun adorns the world, the ascendant of the star of Ehe heavens, the incom-

parable pearl, the just monarch of the age, the lord of munificent nobles, the

greatest of sovercigns, and most pre-eminent of emperors, the protector of the

kings of the faith, and of all the followers of Mahommed. The supporter of

church and state, the sovereign of all the countries of the earth, the refuge of the
rich and the poor, the emperor of the world, Futteh Aly Shak, may God perpe-

tuate his kingdom and his sovereignty.*

Ssnto 3 3had 5 Sype Jlaazad 3l Yo latl e

SN ) 3 (e oS Gl k500 38y ol T
51 2

Whereas, the insupportable desire of a personal interview, and the burning
(caused by) absence and separation from that rose of the tree of fidelity, is of that

degree that cannot be inscribed by the double-tongued pen.

Plate 5, contains a short specimen of Neskh-Talik, or com-
posite order; it is the hand in which the generality of books are

written.

Transcript of the Neskh-Talik, PLaTE 5.

PO
S 9 P 5 A ey s

* Inthe words dadil Zeman, the J serves also for j—and in the title Padshah Islam
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O Incomparable !

As long as the new moon shall continue to appear in the heavens, may the
practice of rcjoicing and congratulation increase in the world! May thy fortune
each morning be happy and joyful as that of the Eed, may thy every evening be
like the festival of spring !

Written by Aziz Allah.

Plate 6, contains two specimens ; the first, of the Shafia, a hand
very much admired by the modern Persians, though little practised
in Hindastan; it was invented by Abd al Latif al Mocudessy, in the
ninth century of the Hejira; the sccond, of the Diwany. In this
Plate are given also the Figures called Hindisa,

Transcrept of the Shafia, PLATE 6.
. Z ., . . .
J)L-; Li(\.a)\ o \,......)\b Q'))*"'" Do 3)\.}_: 5\) 4> @.@J e~
Ko (23 G)KMJ\LUC-‘—»A ola &35S 62 0 ey
RGP W [T PP CE AR PG WA ST PP - L T P o
O i Sh 8 wlh Ui 5l 3 33 SIS saad S
53505 35 I (2 e 2 85 e

ey s Je) oue i) )

(if my reading is correct) the s\% is supplicd with letters from the following word.
This fanciful mode of writing is not uncommon, and sometimes a verse is written
in the form of an animal. I am aware it may he read { ) a3 9= OF ‘J.‘: but the sense is
not so good, nor can the six dots be properly disposcd of. The epithet Jd L_!J.) is ap-

plicable to the King, or to his nobles.
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When by any manner of means I could not obtain the object of my wishes, I
considered that no advantage could be gained by beating my breast with flinty
stone, I bound on the collar of lamentation and loosencd the band of distress,
(became a supplicant, or put on the dress of a Derveish) I turned my face to my
native home, and having arrived in Khorassan, I wandered like an intrepid
watchman round the house of cach plebeian and noble, both high and low, secking
a remedy for my pain from the hospital of every mind, and thus realised the num-
ber of ten thousand (pieces) of red gold, from the affluent.

Written by the most humble servant, Abd al Aly, A. H. 1229.%

Transcript of the Diwany,t PLATE 6.

Pl ) ilsd WS 5 S e 5 W) B 5 e

We salute thee and (wish thee) an increase of prosperity, of greatness, and of
honour ; may the conclusion be perfumed with musk !

Plate 7, is denominated Rukkum ; it is the species of figure used
in all money transactions, and is evidently an abridgment of the
Arabic name for each number, thus doc numeral is 1. u\:o.c 2,
S 3, 1y 4, Lus B, ytc 10, &lo 100, but in the course of
time some of themn have been either so curtailed or altered, as
hardly to retain any resemblance of the original letters. A know-
ledge of them can only be acquired by practice. It may however
be noticed. that the cypher in Plate 6, having been borrowed from
the Hindiis, should be written from left to right, but the Rukkum
being merely an abridgment of the Arabic word, should begin on
the right; the practice, bowever, is to write the latter in perpen-

% Every Persian scholar must be aware how difficult it is to give the true reading of
any passage written without points, and that the smallest addition or alteration, will
entircly change the sensc; thus if a point is placed over u.a‘Ja- in the above plate, the
meaning will be * like a bull in a mill.”

t This is the hand used by the Turks in their official writings and correspondence.
See Niebuhr's Travels, Vol. ii, p. 89.
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dicular lines, beginning with the largest number. The 1, used in
compound numbers, is either the first letter of the alphabet, or an
abridgment of o, one. The words Lac and Crore are borrowed
from the Hindus.*

Plate 8, is an analysis of the Shekesteh Alphabet, an explanation
of which is subjoined.

nalysis of the Shekesteh Alphabet.

The word Shekesteh (broken) is very improperly applied to this
species of writing, which should rather be denominated Pyewsteh
(joined) the object being to prevent the necessity of raising the pen
from the paper whilst inscribing any word.

The student is supposed to have made considerable progress in
the attainment of the Persian language, and to understand the
mode of writing the Neskh-talik hand.t In that form of writing
he must be aware that the letters o4 ')5.3\ are not joined to those
that follow, but in the Shekesteh this rule is entirely laid aside, and
not only do they join, but even compound epithets are run toge-
ther, as in the words Kurm-fermay, Cheshm-nenay, and Mubligh-
muzkir, of the upper line of the Shekesteh plate.

As there are thirty points or dots belonging to the Persian alpha-
bet, and some words contain more dots than letters,] it is impossi-
ble for a person in a hurry to mark them correctly, on which
account they are frequently omitted and often misplaced; the
three points belonging to certain letters generally take the form of

* Some further information on this subject, and respecting the different kinds of
writing used by the Persians, may be found in the fourth volume of Chardin’s Travels,
and in Nicbuhr. The second edition of Gladwin’s Persian Moonshee contains two
very good plates of the mixed Toghra, Suls, and Neskh characters.

+ This word may be written Nestalik.

A g s S
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the cypher §—to these difficulties may be added the *, and other
orthographical distinctions.

I shall now proceed to give cxamples of cach letter, in a selec-
tion of Persian words inserted in the accompanying Plate, with
such remarks, as may be requisite for persons who have heen accus-
tomed only to read printed books or well written manuscripts.

The letter \,

Assumes the different forms traced in the words Ast, Iradeh,
Hazar, Khudra, Guaha, Pinhan Abad. - - st line.

LOEe
Take the forms in Meherba, Asaseh, Aakib, Ilut, Zeban - 2d line.

TTTT

Are very nearly the same as in the Neskh-talik, they are therefore
omitted.

35
Are pourtrayed in the words Dii, Nemudeh, Gurdanad, Imtedad,
Dad, Muzduran, Khud, Shad, Bashud, - - 3d line.
Ty
PP,
Are found in the forms of Ray, Sirkar, Negarud, Zyadeh, Giran,
Feruzan, - - - - - Ath line.
&N
Vary little as initials and finals, but as medials take the forms in
Resud, Bashud, Shud, Neshud, - - 5th line.

GSEebb o e

Being the same as in the Neskh-talik, are omitted.
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e s

Are the same as in the Neskh-talik, but in the word Keh, where it
takes a form ncarly corresponding with the English & ; there is
another mark in the same line which stands for ¢ Verse.” 6tk line.

J

As an initial, nearly resembles the Neskh-talik, but as a medial and
final, assumes the forms in the words Taily, Alduleh, Awul, Kayl,
Sual. - - - - - - 7th line.

r

As initial and final, is nearly the same as the Neskh-talik, but as a
medial it will be found in the words Fermaysh, Zemaneh, Geramy,
8th line.

o
The initial and medial is the same as the Neskh-talik, but the
final assumes a variety of forms, as in the words Chun, Chun, Chun,

Ayn, Mutazimum, Sukhen, - - - 9¢h line.
2

The initial and final is like the Neskhb-talik, but the medial as Chiin,

Khid, Fermad, - - - - 10tk line.
&

The initial and medial as the Neskh-talik, but the final as in Seh,

Sadeh, Nemudeh, Pyvusteh, Burdeh, Poorsideh, - 11¢h line.
S

The initial and medial, as in the Neskh-talik, the final, as in Reky-
my, Cheraghy, Akhervy, Auly, Khuahy, Dywany, - 12th line.

These are the general forms that occur, but as it seldom hap-
pens that two Europeans write precisely the same hand, so is it
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with Asiatics, it is therefore impossible to give the delineation of
every letter that may be found, and sometimes the most skilful
secretaries are obliged to guess a word, from the context.

The Shekesteh written in Persia differs about as much from that
used in India, as a French manuscript does from an English one.

Upon the whole, the only means of overcoming these difliculties,
are a knowledge of the language, and frequent practice. In the
meantime a carcful study of the Plates and Fuc-similes presented in
this book, will much facilitate the progress of the student, and
leave him little to learn on that subject after his arrival in India.

It may not be unnccessary to add that letters of ceremony
arc gencrally written on paper ornamented with silver or gold,
according to the rank of the person addressed, and that some of
them are inscribed on paper, the whole surface of which is gilt.
The letters are closed with gum, and the impression of the seal is
made with ink.

The following list of the varions denominations of letters, accord-
ing to the relative sitnations of persons, will evince the minute
attention paid to this subject.

Letters from Sovereigns and Princes.
ve G 5 4 3 2 ]
Jee, & &l Cloa, e, jpnne, o b
From Ministers and Superiors.
15, 14 13 12, 11 10 9 8
ay o, &3y o, o3, dis, &y, Ldglie, s, k23! 0

Between Equals,

24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16
w“), P , &,.3\(/0, w, W) &'M, MU, L.-’)&O,XC’-&
26 24

Ao, 5,35,
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From Inferiors,
30 29 28 27
s . . “ & .
&xg’.b, dua.g/,:., gj‘;"' L_\...a\‘.\.o).c
Note. No. 2, is aletter of approbation; No. 5, of displeasure ; if No. 18,
is prefaced by _2ily, U, @ slie, &c. it then implies superiority ; if pre-
ceded by L, &c. inferiority. No. 24, 25, signify Notes. No. 26, an express.

To these may probably be added a few others.
No. 9, and the remaining Plates, are fac-similes of various papers,
o] ’ «

printed copies and translations of which will be found in their
appropriate places.

d
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Page 14, for
44, for
60, for
62, jor
64, jor
88,
90,
30, for
69, jor
125, after
141, for
175, for
203, for
King of Persia’s scal, for

afore,  read aforesaid.

soldicrs, readsoldier.

twenly, read one hundred and twenty.
furniture, read utensils.

not all, read not al all.

— Scc¢ Platc 14.

— Cancel reference.

o= read J\ g
st read osd
ol S dnsert Ogm
Pad read uéu.‘

! read o
Z:: read r_}{.:\u
aile; read 45\

Some other inaccuracies have taken place in the Oriental type, but af
is so dificult to print from Persian Manuscript (in Europe) that I shall
apologize only for the word ),g;\c , which I unaccountably have permitted
10 I?c printed through a cousiderable portion of the work, with aj instcad
of 2; the same mistake his also occurred in a few other words. © I am not
aware that there are uny other eyrors of consequence, but an author is not
the best corrector of bis own pages, yet it is too irksome a task to be

transferred to another.
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ORIGINAL LETTERS.

CHAPTER 1.

PETITIONS.

L
(Registered) 15tk July, of the year 1775, English Era.

The Petition of Jan Mohammed Khan, and others.

A Schoolmaster named Zien Addeen, dwelling in Casypore, parish of Bulia
adjoimng to the south of whose house there is a road, which has existed from
ancient times, and hasx aJways been a highway for men and cattle, nay, is even
registered as such n the Company’s Office; at this time the said Schoolmaster,
in a wicked and tyrannical manner, prevents any person from passing, but if by
chance any one attemptsit. he seizes a stick, attacks and knocks down the tra-
veller: your humble servant therefore requests that you will summon the afore-

said schoolmaster to your presence and administer strict justice.  Finis.

II.
29tk July, 1775, English.
The Petition of Ram Kumar, Agent of Kishan Pershad.

Mister Major Morgan, with a party of soldiers, having crected a cantonment
at the station of Barrackpoor and Munnypoor, the soldiers frequently cross the
Ganges. and having entered the village of Bady Jattra, and other places rented
by my master, have cut down the mango trees and bamboos, &c.; they have also

rifled and plundered the houses of the tenants, and molested them ; from this
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4 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

vivlence and oppression of the soldiers, much injury will be cansed to the reve-
nue of government : it is therefore requested that a letter may be addressed to
the Major, ordering him to restrain the hand of violence and oppression, and not
annoy the mhabitants of the atoresaid villages. Tt was proper to represent

this,  Fim-,
See Plate No. o,

I11.
The Petition of Kunderup Dass, Renfer.

Hail. Chensher of the Poor!
Ix this place the Zemindars of certain villages have wickedly made a complaint
to Roop Ram, the superintendantof the court, and having procured seven bai-
Iiffs, have confined 1n the court, two of the agents of your humble servant. Your

servant is attending to the business of the government salt, and his agents are

placed in confincment : the gentlemen do whatever the Zemindars represent ;
vour servant is without vemedy on this subject.  Chuck Cullumdan and Dyo
Khaly, on which your servant expended five thousand rupees, have been at this
time resumed by Beernarain Choudry, who collects the rents.®  Beside this, he
has imprisoned my domesties, and exacts fines from them, on which account not
a single domestic remains with your servant ; he has also sequestered my cattle
for ploughing, wherever he could find them, by which he has done great injury
to the sowing of this year ; and whatever rice T possessed he has cruclly seized

and sold ; there is no magistrate n this place, they do whatever they wish.

# When the Zemindars declined taking lands at the Company’s valuation,
the lands were put up to sale, which caused constant disputes between the two

claimants.  See Mill’s History, vol. 11, p. 313.
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G ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Your petitioner therefore entreats that an order may be issued, prohibiting such
oppression of the said Choudry, and that he may not again commit such injus-
tice; also. that a similar order may be addressed to the aforesaid Roop Rani.

On this subject whatever is ordered.

IVv.
Pctition of Cashynat Dut.
Hail, Cherisher of his Servants !

AN Umpire named Muknaram, was appointed by the committee to settle the
business of the rents of each village, in the parish of Sultanpoor ; he has arrived
in the distriet, but Deby Sircar, the agent of Bheruchund, a three-sixteenth
sharer of the said parish, has contemptuously neglected to come before the
Umpire. and will not settle the business. Wherefore the said Umpire has sent a
clear representation of the improper conduct of the said Deby to the committee,
but nearly two months having elapsed without any answer to it being issued,
the business 1s stopped.  As this circumstance is the cause of much injury to
the cultivation and improvement of the distriet, it is requested that an answer to
the representation of the aforesaid Uiwnpire may be sent.  May the sun of life

and prosperity continue to shine !

V.
Representation of Ram Ghose, inhabitant of Jynaghur.
Most just of the Age, Hail!

Two persons named Ramran and Mooty Lal, inhabitants of the aforesaid vil-
lage, complained to the district court of justice, that they had a claim on your

humble servant for money lent, but upon inquiry and investigation of the
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ORIGINAL LETTERS.

account, their claim was not proved ; but, on the contrary, that they were in-
debted to me the sum of two hundred rupees.  The aforesaid persons have not
paid the moneyv. but having again applied to the committee, have procured a
bailiff against me, and an order addressed to the renter of this place, and have
brought them into the district.  Itis therefore requested that the bailiff may be
recalled. and the business settled in the presence of the committee, so that the

proper party may obtain their right.

V1.
The Petition of Bussent Ray Diwan,

5th of June, 1775.

Hail, Cherishers of your Servants !
Frox the day of the arrival of the Gentlemen in the district, the Zemindars
and their servants pay no obedience to the agents of the renters, and the sum
of cleven hundred rupees, which had been collected, they have got possession of
and will not relinquish : beside postponing the revenue, they pay no attention
to the boiling of the (government) salt, and that which has been boiled, they
do not put into store, itis all still lying on the place where the operation took
place, and at this time a quantity of rain has fallen, greater than that of the
rainy scason. Beside this, the scrvants of the Zemindars dishonour the agents
of the renters, and although the latter have frequently represented the circum-
stance to the Gentlemen, no one pays any attention ; nay, they take notice of

and shew partiality to the servants of the Zemindars ; in consequence, the whole
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10 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

of the business both with respect to (collecting) money or (securing) the salt of
this year is deteriorated, and it is apparent, that the revenue of this year, whe- .
ther in money or salt, cannot be realised. And in future the management of
the district and the collection cannot be carried on by the renters, without the
aid of an English gentleman well acquainted with the business, as it was proper

to state all these particulars, it has been represented.

N.B. The lands of several Zemindars who were in arrears, were let to ren-
ters, which of course caused great confusion ; the lands of such defaulters are

now sold.

VIL
The Petition of Bussunt Ray Diwan,
2nd of September, 1776.

Hail, Cherisher of your Servants !
It has been always customary for a keeper of the district records, to reside at
the Presidency, and that the Writers, Zemindars, and Renters, should attend
at the Revenue Office, and when called on should produce their papers. For
a long time the statistical papers have not been delivered at the office, on which
account the records of government have been much deranged ; and should any
dispute take place between the cultivators and the renters, respecting the
amount of the rent or other taxes, or any of the cultivators should require
an cxplanation of the revenuc he is to pay, it will be impossible for the
kecpers of the records to give it, from want of the papers. It is therefore
requested, that orders may be issued to all the renters, Zenindars, and responsi-
ble persons of the districts, depending on the committee, that whenever called
on by the registrars of the revenue, they shall produce the papers required.
Let an order also on this subject be issucd to the deputies. May the days of

good fortune and prosperity increase !
N. B. These seven petitions were presented to the Committee of Revenue,

established at Calcutta, in 1773. The Diwan was the native Superintendent,
under the Committee. See Mills's History of India, vol. ii. p. 386.
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12 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

VIIL

It is represented to the Treasurer of Bounty, the Exalted of the Illustrious
Servants (of Government,) the Lord of Favour, the Most Generous and Just
of the Age, may his prosperity endure !

"That the body of your slave is consumed by worms and other creatures, that
his family consists of a wife, two sons, and a daughter. He is not in want either
of food or clothing, but on account of these worms, he is tired of life. He there-
forc intends to die, (kill himself) for which reason he represents the circum-
stance, that hercafter no blame may be attached to the family. It was proper
to state this, May the Sun of prosperity and good fortune continue to shine

and be resplendent !

N.B. This Petition was actually delivered to the magistrate of Agra or
Etaya, about ten years ago.

IX.

The Petition of Tyta Kufy, the confined Minister ; inhabitant of
Arracan, now of the district of Chittagong.

WaEREAS your humble servant, Pchlin Raja, and Khutii, we three persons
fled from Arracan, and in order to save our lives, took refuge in the Company’s
territory of Chittagong; in consequence of which, a war ensued between the
Company and the Raja of Pegue, during which, Colonel Erskine having seized
us, delivered us over to the people of the aforesaid Raja, who having cruelly and
shamefully treated Pehlin and Khuti, put them to death; but as your humble
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14 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

servant’s life was (predestined) to be saved, he contrived to make his cscape,
and in order to preserve his existence, again took refuge under the shadow of
the Company, and returned to Chittagong, and took up his residence in (the
village of ) Bhii ; in consequence of which the superintendent of the said place,
named Rehmut Allah, again scized your humble servant, and sent him to Mr,
John Stonchouse. the judge of the afore district, in consequence of which, the

said gentleman sent him, without any crime, to prison, where he is still confined
and suffers much trouble. Your humble servant has neither mother, father,
nor brothers, and therefore hopes from the bounty and favour of the Governor
General, may his prosperity endure ! that he may be liberated from confine-
ment, and a portion of land sufficient to enable him to procure food and raiment
may be assigned him, and that he (the Governor) considering him as onc of
his slaves, will order some provision to be made for him, in order that having
sufficient 1o live on, he may be constantly employed in offering up prayers for
the prosperity of the Company, and fulfil the duties of a slave. The Company

are masters of the country ; on this subject, whatever they command. Finis.

See Symes’s Embassy to Ava, p. 118.
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16 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

CHAPTER 11

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURTS OF JUSTICE.

Cory of Papers of the Criminal Court of Bhaugulpoor, sent by the magistrate,
Mr. Fombelle, date 27th of November, 1797, A. D.
Compared,
Harasut Allak.
Serup, Oilman, Plaintiff.

Bhagut, Oilman, Defendant.

Crime. Murder of Aulasy, his wife, sister of the Plaintiff.

Copy, according to the original.
Moham', Yar Aly Serishteda

Report of the Police Officer.

It is represented to the distinguished of (Company's) Servants;* may his pros-
perity endure !

In consequence of the depositions of Dulal Ray and Boodhi Ray, inhabi-
tants of Danabhary, respecting a murder, vour humble servant, with the
posse, having arrived at the aforesaid village, and having made out an inquest
on the subject of the said murder, upon the evidence of the inhabitants of

said village, sealed by myself and the sceretary of the Thanadar, have enclosed

* This is the literal meaning ; but, from its frequent occurrence, it is often
rendered Highness, Excellency, Worship, &c.
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18 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

it with this statement. God grant that your illustrious shadow may, till the

end of time, continue to fall on the heads of your faithful servants. The repre-

sentation of your servant Abdul Aly Husseny, Thanahdar.

Petition of the Prosecutor.
Hail, Cherisher of the Poo.r !
O~ the morning of Tuesday, the 19th of the month Sawun, of the Bengal year
1204, a person named Bhagut, inhabitant of Danabhary, a dependency of the
parish of Bulya, killed the sister of the deponent by the blow of a hatchet, on sus-
picion of having a criminal intercourse with his younger brother. The eviden-
ces on this subject are four persons, named Asa and Gohurdhun, &ec. of the afore-
said village. Your petitioner is therefore hopeful, from your grace and favour,

that having summoned the aforesaid murderer, you will administer impartial

justicc, that he may obtain his right. To say more, would exceed the bounds

of propriety.
The petition of the Plaintiff Serup.
Sce Plate 10.

Reply of the Defendant Bhagut.

Question by the Court, You have heard the accusation of Serup; what is
your answer thereto ?

Answer, That of which Scrup has accused me in the presence of the court,
is true, I certainly have killed my wife Aulasy, who was his sister.

Question, State all the circumstances of your killing your wife ?

Answer, My wife says to me, I will reside no longer in your house, because
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20 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

I have committed adultery with your younger brother ; I will go away, I will
not remain with you. She also refused to give me my son, that I might take
him away, saying, As long as I live T will not give up theboy. Says I, I cer-
tainly will take the child,  In the course of this dialogue she again repeated she
would not stay with me, but would continue her improper connection with my
brother, and that I should not be able to behold such conduct. At length,
being in a passion, I struck her so violently with the hatchet on the neck below
the tip of the left car, that she died.  This is the hatchet before you.
Question, How many days have clapsed since you killed your wife ?

Answer, Nine days have passed from this day, since I killed my wife. Finis.

Evidence.
9th August, 1797.
The witness Asi, having been sworn on the water of the Ganges.

Question, What do you know of the subject between the Plaintiff Serup, and
the person named Bhagut ?

Answer, Ten days ago, carly in the morning, Gohur Dhun cried out, upon
which we immediately ran, and saw that the wife of Bhagut had her throat cut
and was lying dead on the bed 5 the prisoner had then fled, and concealed him-
selfin a field of corn, we however scarched for him, and brought him out, when

having bound him, we delivered him to the Thanahdar.
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22 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Question, In what statc was the dead body ?

Answer, Below the tip of the left ear of the woman, there was the wound of
a hatchet nearly five fingers inlength and about four or five fingers in depth,
from which the blood was flowing.

Question, Was there any hatchet lying near the corpse ?

Answer, Near the pillow of the corpse, this hatchet was lying on the ground,

Question, To whom does the hatchet belong ?

Answer, It did belong to this very Bhagut.

Question, How do you know it belongs to this very person ?

Answer, I formerly saw it in his hands, and it was lying near the corpse. Finis.

N. B. The other three evidences corroborated the above, but are too long for
insertion,

Order of Commitment by the Magistrate.
9th of dugust, 1797.
WHEREAS, the prisoner Bhagut confesses having killed his wifc Aulasy, and
the witnesses, Gohur Dhun and Asa, have deposed on oath that they saw the
body of the deceased, having on its neck a wound of nearly six fingers long
and of four or five fingers in depth, that the body was lying on a bed, and that
the hatchet was laid under the pillow. It is thercfore ordered, that the aforesaid
witnesses shall be brought before the Judges of the Court of Circuit, and that
the said Bhagut shall remain in prison; also that sccurity and recognizance
shall be taken from the plaintiff and the witnesses; the hatchet to be retained

in the (prison) store-room.
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o4 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

The prisoncr was asked,  have you any witnesses ?” Answer, I have none ;

How should I have any witnesses ?

(Signed) J. FomBELLE, Magistrate.

Seal of the Court of Circuit
of Moorshudabad.

ProceEpings of the Court of Circuit of Moorshudabad, in the presence of Mr.
Richard Rock, the Second Judge, and of Moofty Schyh al Alum Khan, held
at Bhaugulpoor, on the 7tth of November, 1797.

Serup, Oilman, Plaintiff.
Bhagut Oilman,  Dcfendant.

Charge,—Murder of a womun named Aulasy, his wife, and sister of the
plantiff.

N. B. The evidence being the same as adduced before the Magistrate, is not
repeated.

After this, a bov named Muttubur, aged seven years, son of the prisoner,
having come into court, of his own accord, said, Be pleased to release my father,
in order that he may nourish me, otherwise who will support me. Finis.

The proceedings being finished,

Question, by the Judge to the Moofty, Is thé crime proved against the pri-
soner, or not ?

Answer, The crime is proven.

Question, What is the appropriate sentence on the prisoncer ?

Answer, As the representative of the deceased 1s the son of the murderer,
the law of (Kesas) retaliation is not applicable to the prisoner Bhagut, through
respect of parentage, and it is thus stated in the Ibrahim Shahy:* “If a

busband shall kill his wife, and he has a child by her, retribution cannot take

A celebrated book of Reports.
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26 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

place, more especially if the heir shall request the liberation of the murderer ;
as the future support (of the child) may cntirely depend upon his liberation ;
neither is he liable to punishment, but must be released.

Signed, Signed,
Mohammed Sehyh al Alum Khan. Richard Rock, Second Judge.

Opinion of the other Moofties.

The defendant Bhagut, having acknowledged in court the murder of his
wife by a hatchet, and his suspicion of her adultery not having been proven,
15 subject to the Jaw of retribution ; but as the heir of the murdered is the son of
the murderer, the law cannot be enforced; beside this, the boy is desirous of
the liberation of his father, but on account of his youth, his request cannot be lis-
tened to ; under these circumstances the defendant is deserving of a punishment
of three ycars imprisonment for having committed the crime of murder; but the
ruler of the country may increase or decrease the term of confinement.  Finis.

Signed, Signed,
Mohammed Mushroof, Moofty of ~ Amyr Hyder Hussciny Belgramy Iben
the Most Noble Law. Koreshy, Moofty of the Law.
Compared, Herasut Allah.

N. B. By the judicial regulations, the law of Kissas has been modified ; and
where the heir of the murdered person will not prosecute, the Government attor-

ney does.
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28 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

II.
Proceeding of the Magistrate’s Court of Moorshudabad.

Complaint.
13 of January, 1797, English style.
A person named Lal Mohammed, inhabitant of Pulton Bazar, having come to
the judicial court of the district of Moorshudabad, presented a petition, and

made oath to the truth thereof.
Signed, Lal Mohammed.

Petition.

14tk of Aghun, 1203, Bengal style.
Hail, Cherisher of the Poor !

In the afternoon (of vesterday) I'went to Mr. Wilton, dwelling at Myanpoor, u
dependency of the district of Moorshudabad, in order to settle with him regard-
ing my wages and some money lent, and asked for the amount; upon this
demand, he cruelly struck your petitioner with his fist, and kicked him violently,
insomuch that his life was nearly extinguished, and the blood flowed plentifully.
I am therefore hopeful that you will summon the aforesaid person to your pre-

sence, and administer justice.
Signed, Lal Mohammed.
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30 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Summons.

Bk it known to Mr. Wilton, now residing at Myanpoor, that whereas a person
named Lil Mohammed, an inhabitant of Pulton Bazar, has made complaint in
the Court of Moorshudabad, that you struck and kicked him (the complainant)
in a cruel manner, and caused the blood to flow, you are therefore summoned,
and required, on the sight of this, to hasten to the said court. You will consider
this as peremptory.

Dated 18th of January, 1797.

Bail.

I Moz Addeen, who at present am an inhabitant of Myanpoor. Whereas, a per-
son named Lal Mohammed, inhabitant of Pulton Bazar, haslodged a complaint
i the District Court of Justice of Moorshudabad against Mr. Wilton, for beat-
g and kicking him, &c. Wherefore I, the deponent, have with my own free
will and consent become bail for Mr. Wilton, and I hereby agree, and give in
writing, that the aforesaid gentleman will attend the Court, and will answer to
the said complaint, and if he shall absent himsclf, I will produce him ; but if by

any chance I am unable to produce him, I will forfeit the sum of twenty-five
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32 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

rupees, and that I will without any evasion produce (the money). Wherefore
these few lines have been written as a Bail-Bond, that in case of necessity they

may be used.

Dated, 10th of the month Magk, 1203, Bengaly.

Letter of Attorney.

I Mister Wilton, who at present am residing at Myanpoor, Whereas a person
named Lal Mohammed, inhabitant of Pulton Bazar, has lodged a complaint
against me in the Distriet Court of Justice of Moorshudabad, for beating and
kicking him, I have therefore appointed Mukurmut Allah to be my attorney,
to answer for me in the said proceedings : and I agree and give in writing that
whatever the aforesaid attorney shall say on ny part, and every signed paper
that he shall present for the settling of this affair, I, the deponent, approve of
and agree to.  Whercfore these few lines, by way of letter of attorney, I have
given in writing, that they may be of use,

Dualed, 14th of the month Magh, 1203, Bengaly.

Defence by the Attorney.

Ox the 29th of January, 1797, Mukurmut Allah, the attorney of Mister Wil-
ton, being in attendance on the Court of the District of Moorshudabad, and

being placed opposite the plaintiff, replied in this manner : that some time in the
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34 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

month of Aghun, 1203, the date he does not remember, the plaintiff one day,
without any reason, made a great noise and disturbance in the house of my
client, upon which my client threatencd him; but, cxcept this, did neither
beat nor strike him, and the plaintiff has made a false charge and complaint
against my clicnt
Signed, Mukurmut Allah,
Attorney for Mr. Wilton.

Note. Notwithstanding the bold assertion of the attorney, it was proved by
two witnesses that the defendant (an mvalid serjeant), had used the plaintiff

extremely ill.  These depositions are too long for insertion.

The Petition of the Security.

Hail, Cherisher of the Poor!
Misrie Wilton, inhabitant of Myanpoor, a dependency of the district of Moor-
shudabad, induced your petitioner to be his security on the subject of a com-
plaint, filed against him in the Court of Justice of Moorshudabad, by Lal
Mohammed, inhabitant of Pulton Bazar, for beating and striking him; but

without giving your humble servant any information, he obtained service in the

silk manufactory, and has gone and settled at Poorneah. 1n order to enforce

the attendance of the aforesaid person, I request that a letter may be addressed
to the Judge of the Poorneah district, and sent by a special messenger, desiring

him to send the aforesaid person, that being here present, he may carry on his

own cause; and that your humble scrvant may be exonerated. It was proper
to represent this.

Signed, Moizaddeen.

12th April, 1797.
See Plate No. 11.
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36 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

It was ordered,
Tuar a warrant be issued in the name of Mr. Wilton, and delivered to
two messengers, who having given information to the magistrate of the district
of Poorneah, they the said messengers shall seize and bring hither the before-

mentioned person.
Signed, W. Cowell, Assistant.

12th April, 1747. A Truce Copy, C. Becher, Assistant.

Note, Mr. Wilton having heen unwelly the magistrate of Poorncah declined

sending him, and the business appears to have been scttled, by the following

Acquitiance.

1 Lal Mohammned, an inhabitant of Pulton Bazar, Whereas I, the deponent, did
lodge a complaint in the Criminal Court of Justice, of the district of Moorshu-
dabad, against Mr. Wilton, inhabitant of Myanbunder, having at this time re-
ceived, through Sheikh Moizaddeen, inhabitant of Muddapore, who was seeu-
rity for the aforesaid (Wilton), the sum of twenty-five rupees, I do, with my
own free will aud consent, declare that T am satisfied 5 and I therefore give this
writing, that hereafter, should I make any complaint on this subjeet, it will be
false, and unworthy of being heard. 1 have given these few lines by way of ac-
quittance, that in case of need they may be ured.

Dated, ath of the month Aglun, 1263, Bengaly.

Compared, Witnessed by 4 The mark of
Herasut Allali. Moonshy Ram. Lal Mohammed.
X

Shaikh Mynu Khansaman,

Inhabitants of Mudapore.
N. B. The object of inserting this cause, was mercly on account of the forms
of the official papers it contains ; for the same reason, the papers to the end of

this section arc added.
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38 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Penalty Bond, or Recognizance.

1, Ahlad Putwary, inhabitant of Ghaga, District of Nagpoor, Whereas, I, the
deponent, have filed a complaint in the Criminal Court against Subhu, and
others, for the murder of my father-in-law, named Incharam, I now promise and
give in writing, that I will constantly attend the Court till the termination of this
cause. If by any chance I should be absent,I will then pay a fine of fifty
rupecs into the Court : therefore, I have given these few lines by way of pe-
nalty bond, that in case of necessity they may be uscd.
Written on the 28th of the month of January, 1796, English style.

Perwaneh, or Order.
In the name of Raja Dyvanath Sahy, Zemindar of Nagpoor.

May the cxalted and illustrious Raja Dyvanath Sahy be prosperous !
A murderer named Subhu, and his nephew, have been seized in the village of
Balkote, it is thercfore written, that instantly on the arrival of this order, you
shall quickly dispatch the aforcsaid murderers in the most careful manners
under charge of some of your own musqueteers; let them not delay a single
hour.  Consider this as peremptory.

Dated, 23d of the month of January, 1796.
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40 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Appointment of an Umpire.
Seal of the Khalsa, or Exchequer.
Warrant, dated 12th of December, 1778.

BE it known to Sunbhu Nath Amyn, that whereas Chokul Bcehary Seth, Ta-
loohdar of the village of Begumpoor, in the collection of Noor, and dependant
on the city of Hoogly ; and Moonshy Khatem, of the village of Ghurserai, in
the aforesaid collection, with their own free will and consent, have petitioned the
noble Exchequer, that an umpire might be sent to settle a dispute respecting the
lands of Sunwanch, and other houndarics, and & bazar ; whercfore, you are
appointed and sent as umpire. It is requisite that you shall proceed into the
country, and having in an upright and honest manner, collected information
from the recogmzances of both parties, which they have given inwo the office,
and from the people of the neighbourhood, you must settle the dispute respect-
ing the lands, boundaries, and market, and bring the papers of scttiement, with
the agreement of the parties, to this Court.  On this subject, you will consider

this as positive.

Agreement.

AcreeMexT with Alké Luchmun and others, weavers, shopkeepers, villa-
gers, dealers in sugar, &c. inhabitants of the town of Kurle, is this: It appcars
that they have fled from the suid town, but have requested an agrcement, in
order that they may re-establish the place ; it is in consequence granted. Itis
requisite, that being by every means free from anxicty, they may rcturn with

perfect sccurity, rebuild and populate the village, the (fees for) Pan, &c. for the
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42 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Fusuly year 1179, are cxcused ; they will pay their rents to government, from
the beginning of the Fusuly ycar, 1180, according to their own regulations.
They are to consider this as a solemn agreement, and act according to what is

written.

Dated, Ath of July, 1769, English style.

Agreement or Monapoly.

AGREEMENT with Lichen, renter of the Sair duties of the collectorship of the
iown of Ganjam, on Paun, &c. i1s this: In compliance with your request, an
agreement has been made with you, that you shall pay the sum of one thou-
sand rupees, for the collection on I’aun, &c., beside all the usual fees, for the
Fusuly year 1179, corresponding with the English year 1769, It is required
that you shall regularly pay into the treasury the aforesaid sum, for the arti-
cles below mentioned, without fail; and having assembled shopkeepers. &c.
by your kind conduct make them contented and thankful, and exert all your en-
deavours to increase the revenuc, '
Appendiz.

Tue articles on which you are to pay the taxes, are on the saops for Paun,
Tobacco, Ganja,* and Oil.

Dated, 7th of July, 1769, Lnglish style.

Official Report of « Hindw destroying his Daughter.
Ox the morning of the 29th of September, 1806, T'yla and Gusla, midwives,

came and represented, that a daughter has been born in the house of Bhug-

wunt Sing Thakor Bhudcrych, but he intends to kill her; we are therefore

An inwoxicating drug.
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44 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

come to inform you. Your humble servant immediately on hearing this intelli-
gence, sent off Luchman Sing, musqueteer, to forbid him, but the aforesaid
Bhuderyeh, previous to the arrival of the soldier, had made the child drink
tobacco water, which killed her. As soon as the soldiers approached Bhude-
ryeh, he said to him, Don't think of killing your daughter ; if you do kill her,
it will be very bad for you. Bhuderyeh replied, In the first place, I had not
the means of getting her marricd, and beside that, it has always been the custom
of our family to destroy the daughters, for which reasons I have killed her : in
consequence of this, the soldier returned and repeated all the particulars. Your
humble servant immediately on hearing this, sent back the musqueteer with
another soldier, in order to seize Bhuderyeh, upon which the aforesaid decla-
red that they should not take him alive. The soldiers being without power,
came back and informed me of all the circumstances. As your servant cannot
without orders fight with any person, thercfore, according to the regulations, he
has communicated all he knows, after the most minute inquiry. Whatever
orders you may be pleased to issue shall be obeyed. The persons who can give
evidence on this subject are Sudha, watchman, and Moondy, barber.
" Signed, Rein Sing, Cutwal.

Futteh Chund, Clerk.
Dated, 30tk September, 1806.
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46 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

It was ordered, That a warrant be issued to the Thanahdar, to seize the afore-
said Bhedurych, by every means in his power, and send him with the witnesses
to the presence.

The warrant was issued the 6th of October, 1806,

Sale of Land.

In the name of God, the clement, the merciful !

Sealed by the consent of both parties.
It is hereby agreed and contracted, according to law, that the persons named
Misery and Mooty, sons of Bija Ierdy, of the Jat tribe, head men of the vil-
lage of Dhuru, in the parish of Kabul puttch, in the province of Agra, in this
manner, viz. that the whole of the aforesaid place, which contains twenty Bis-
wahs,* and is bounded on the four sides, viz. on the east, by the lands of
Kudeh; on the south, joins the lands of Ryn; on the west, by Mandeh; on
the north, by the lands of Sherifaddeenpoor, part of the land of which is culti-
vated and part fallow, and contains several fruit trees, and other trees, also a
brick built well, a dust hole, &c. a pond, and a place for (making) salt, and
whatever depends upon the aforesaid village, we have sold for the sum of five
hunded and one rupees of the present reign, the half of whichis two hundred
and fifty rupees eight annas of the same currency, withont any objection or
violence, but with our own free will and consent, into the hands of the persons

named Hakim Hazim Aly Khan, and Asker Aly Khan, sons of Hakim Shah

* A Biswah is onc-sixticth part of an acre.
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48 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Mohammed, son of Ikhlas Addeen, and having made this regular and lawful
sale, have received and taken posséssion of the aforesaid sum, and declare that
we, the deponents, have hereafter no claim on the aforesaid place, and if we
should at any time assert any right to the aforesaid lands and its dependencies,
we shall be liars and culprits, and if by chance any other claimant shall appear, or
any doubts shall occur that it has been otherwise sold, we will be answerable
thereto ; we have received and taken the aforesaid sum in full possession of all
our faculties and understanding, and have entircly delivered over all our rights
to the aforesaid Hakim Kazim Aly Khan, and Asker Aly Khan.

Written the 215t of the month Rubby Assany, year of the Hegira, 1198.

Witnessed by, Gopal Ram Choudry, of environs of Agra, &ec.

Shaikh Abd al Islam Kaniin Gu, Ditto.

Report of the Police Officer, dated 5th of October, 1806.

O Sunday evening,a person named Allah Bukhsh, supcrintendent of the village
of Lony, in the parish of Sirhind, came and represented, that Suda Sing Raj-
poot, inhabitant of the aforesaid village, had inflicted a severe wound of a sword
on his own left hand ; onreceiving this intelligence, Iman Bukhsh the Thanah-
dar, set off to make inquiry, and having arrived at the village of Lony, sent for
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50 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Murjad and Huttera Sing, Zemindars, and demanded the cause of the man’s
having wounded himself ; they explained that the aforesaid Suda Sing was
full brother to Muhajat Sing, that early in the morning he went out to labour,
and remained out the whole day, during which, his brother did not bring him
any provisions. When he returned to the village in the evening, a quarrel took
place between the two brothers, and in the violence of his hunger (and passion)
he made a cut witha sword on his left arm, immediately after which, both bro-
thers fled from the village for fear of the police, leaving neither wife, children,
or household effects, as they gained their livelihood by work and labour,and sel-
ling grass.

It was proper to state this, for the information of your Worship.

Dated, 6th Oclober, 1800.

Signed and witnessed by Jugram and Murjad, Zemindars of Lony
and Rejim Choudry, of the parish of Sirhind.

Passport.

LET this order be known to the keepers of the roads, the watchmen, and guar-
dians of the passes, of the ways, and roads, of the district of Itchapoor, &e.
dependent on the Zemindars of Sicacole, that Bhaunerain and Bhugwan, bank-
ers, servants of the Company, somctimes send persons with carriages into the
said places, fron Gangamn, &c. for the purpose of searching for, and purchasing
copper coin, &c. for the use of the Company’s people ; it is required that they
shall not be molested for customs, but allowed to pass freely, that the aforesaid
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52 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

articles may be constantly supplied. Consider this order as most positive, and

let them act according to what is written.

Dated, 20th November, 1767.

Warrant.

BE it known to Mohammed Ghose, servant of the Company, that whereas you
are appointed to collect the revenue of the district of Maharetha, zemindar of
Burdy ; it is required that you procced thither, and collect the arrears of reve-
nue for the year 1177, Fusuly, to the last penny, and be constantly sending the
amount realised, to the Presence.  And whatever is collected (in kind) so secure
it, that a single grain shall not pass into the possession of the Zemindar. Let
him consider this as positive.

Dated, 8th of the month of December, 1767.



ggmo‘}rvﬁgé 53

S 3))39.....4 oolis) &?N‘)\L\f\)'s;\:ﬁ V“‘;’A 5yl s
) S-SV PO | RSV T LIV BN L ST R R RN ST

ooled
\V‘1V .
e

Dy Jeend Sy olad e &8O Sy p’»hb“’)f‘ a0 I"“”
Lasa & ol o 83000 erd G530 Jlowe) &3 \go alidxs
LLMD) Lfifh*i)aA c)b\)géaas\|vv &a—:Lng’,OuJLo \aJ\)D

‘;4A>5“i’h“““’Lb*““*L}c““Adaerﬁ*“?z)‘u‘Lny\32&\)3
o3> oSG L ) o o), o) u)..a...; &1 =

{viv

&L—t}~yu35Lo f&&b‘ﬁbas



54 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

IIL
A H. 1207.
Cory, Seal of the Supreme Civil
Corresponding with the Original. Court of Appeal.
Witness, Yar Aly, Keeper of the
Records of the Civil Court.

Ox the 21st of November, 1795, English style, Sebam Sunder, attorney of the
court, came and filed a petition respecting an appeal, together with a dismissal
(of the causc) by the (provincial) court and his letter of attorney, on the part of
the appellant.

The exact Copy of wmch,

1s this, No. 51.

See Plate No. 12.

Hail, Just of the age!
GURDADHUR MAHAPATER, of Julydanga, a dependency of the district of Bishen-
poor, represents, that your humble servant having been dissatisfied with the decree
of the district court (of Burdwan), presented an appeal to the provincial court of
Calcutta, against Ram Kant Mahapater, inhabitant of Bishenpoor, for the sum
of 1635 rupees, 12 annas. On the 10th of the month of September 1795, the
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56 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

claim of your humble servant was rcjected by the gentlemen of the said court ;
being also dissatisfied with this decree, he has repaired to the supreme court of
justice, and is hopeful, from your bounty and favour, that a summons may be
1ssued on the persons (concerned), and an order for the production of the papers;
that having obtained his right through the justice adorning the world of the
Supreme Court, he may be cmployed and occupied in praying for the prospe-

rity of the illustrious gentlemen. Tt was proper to represent this.

Filed, 215t November, 1795. Signed, Scbam Sunder, Attorney of the
G. H. Barlow, Supreme Court, on the part of Gurda-
Registrar. dhur Mahapater.

Proceedings of the Supreme Court of Appeal.

Wednesday, 19th of the montk of January, A. D. 1797.
In the presence of William Cowper, Esquire.
Appeliant, Gurdadher Mahapater.
Respondent, Ram Kant Mahapater.

Subject of these Proceedings. Sebam Sunder Pundit, attorney of the appellant,
and Shaikh Rhemut Allah, attorney of the respondent, being present, filed the
whole of the proceedings and papers on this cause, sent by the provincial court
of appeal of Calcutta, together with the questions and answers. This court
having perused the copics of the appeal petition, No. 12. The answer of the
respondent, No. 13; the reply of the appellant, No. 14; and the rejoinder of
the respondent, No. 15; also the report of Mr. James Stuart, Acting Registrar
of the Supreme Civil Court, and having considered them attentively, the judges

of this court are of opinion, that the ancient and hereditary right of the
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58 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

appellant to the business of the Raj Perhauty* of the whole of the parish of Bi-
shenpoor, or any portion of it, does not cxist, and the appellant has not in any
manner established the proofs ; but allowing that there is such hereditary right,
still the aforesaid has not proved that in the performance of that office, there is
any certain profit which the Raj Puruhat may claim, or that such proceeds are
authorized by law ; and with respect to the decrce of Mr, Vansittart, which the
appellant has urged as a strong proof of hisclaim, in the examination before this
Court: the judges are of opinion, that the said decree, in corroboration of his
claim, was not presented among the other documents to the District Court,
Nay, whenever the district judge enquired of the attorney of the appellant, if
n cstablishing the claim of his client, such decree was mentioned among the
other documents, (it was found) that such decrce had not been inserted ; where-
fore the judges of the Supreme Court do order and decree, that the decree
passed (by the Provincial Court) on the 10th of September, 1793, confirming
the decree of Mr. John Lumsden, now a judge of this Court, then the district
judge of Burdwan, dated the 8rd of March, 1795, shall be affirmed and esta-
blished ; and the judges of the Supreme Court do also order, that the appellant
shall pay both his own and the respondent’s costs, according to the Appendix.

Inspector of fallow lands.
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60 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Rs. 150.

Expenses of the Attorney of the
Respondent in this Court, viz.
on the sum of one thousand six
hundred and thirty-five rupces
twelve annas, the sum of seventy-

five rupees seven annas.

Signed, W. Cowper.

Particuluars.

14 As.

Expenscs of his own Attorney on
the aforesaid sum, the sum of se-

venty-five rupees, seven annas.

Signed, J. Stuart,
Acting Register.

N.B. The number of papers filed in this cause were seventy-seven ; the pro-

ceedings were written in Persian and Bengaly, on paper nine inches broad, ex-

tending twenty feet in length. The want of proper Persian types has prevented

me giving the Rukkum, or figures used in accounts, but a Lithographic Plate

of them will be given.
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A true Translation,

Thomas Hayes, B. Translator.
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CHAPTER I11.

ARIZDASHTS,* OR LETTERS FROM INFERIORS.

L

From Jesserut Khan, Naib or Governor of Dacca, to the Nabob
of Moorshudabad, probably Sief Addowleh.

Previous to this, twenty large (copper) pots with covers and spoons, being
part of the government order in the kitchen department, were, in obedience to
your commands, despatched on some Pulwar boats, on the 19th of the month
Zihij, of the year 9, (of his Majesty’s reign). At this time all the other furni-
ture, which by the exertions of Mohammed Cossim have been prepared,
together with the instruments for the band of music, which were ordercd, have
this day, being the 27th of the above mentioned month, been forwarded on
three Willack boats, under charge of Mohammed Cossim. An exact list of
thesc articles, specifying the weight of each, is enclosed in this despatch, and
will be submitted to your Highness’s inspection. The (copper) baths and
other articles which are not yet ready, shall be shortly sent. Received according
to List, A B.

N.™ Dacca was at this time famous for these manufactures; the copper was
chi dy s.nglish. The instruments of the band were principally trumpets, kettle-
drumns, &c. )

* The words Arzy and Arisdasht, were formerly synonymous. The former
is now generally confined to Petitions, the latter to Letters.
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64 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

II.
From the Same to the Same.

Your gracious and illustrious letter, directing me (your humble servant) to
ascertain and send a list of the number and value of the barges, and other boats
of government, which arc now on the stocks, but the completion of which has
been discontinued ; and that, after the said list had been submitted to your spe-
cial inspection, orders should be issuced for my further guidance, honoured and
clevated me by its arrival. During the period that the Nuwab Intizam Ad-
dowleh resided at Jchangire Naghur (Dacca), the works on all the boats, whe-
ther for usc or pleasure, both in this district and Silhet, were discontinued, but
from time to time a few of them werc repaired. For a long time, things re-
mained in this state ; after that an order was issued, directing some of them to be
completed, and others to be entirely laid aside, the former were in consequenco
sent to the presence ; with respect to those which, being only half finished, were
laid aside, on the arrival of your gracious letter, I sought in Dacca for some pur-
chasers, in order to ascertain and send you an account of their value; but being
disappointed in this, I employed the hecad carpenter and smith, to give an
estimate of the expense of the wood and iron; I also got the traders in woollens,
and the inspectors of this art to do the same. Both of thesc lists are enclosed in
this despatch. Your well wisher felt rcpugnance to send these estimates, be-

cause they are not all commensurate to the real value, and great loss must
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therefore be expected : but in compliance with your order, and if at any future
time these boats should be broken up, the planks and iron may be used for the
repair of others, T have forwarded them ; T have also sent a particular account
of’ the expenses of the boats for this ycar, the works of which are postponed. I
am hopeful that orders may be given to the government agents to inspeet both
these papers, and that you will signify to me your Highnesss pleasure thereon,

that I may act accordingly.

Lindorsement, probably by the Nuwab, as the heads of the answer for his

Secretary.

Bz it known, the papers which were sent, arrived ; after being inspected, direc-
tions will be forwarded for your guidance. What further need be said ?

Signed, with a Cypher.

N. B. Jesserut Khan was the ancestor of the present Nuwab of Dacca ; when

ordered by Cassim Aly to put the English, then at Dacca, to death, he very

magnanimously refused, and sent them all to Caleutta, on which account his
descendants have the title of Nuwab, and a pension from government.

III.
Arizdasht supposed to be addressed to the Nuwab of Moorshudabad.

May the cherisher of the poor be prosperous !
Tur excellent Moolavy Ahmed Sayd, inhabitant of the village of Bedchana,
part of the lands held in free gift from government, has a numerous family, and
but slender means; it is requested, that some daily allowance may be granted
him by government, that being enabled to support his family and dependants
in a comfortable manner, he may employ himself in teaching the sciences, and
be occupied in praying for an increuse of your life and prosperity, (the granting
this favour) will be praiseworthy in this world, and will obtain a glorious reward

in futurity. May the sun of longevity and fortune continue to shinc !

ote. As the seal or signature is generally affixed to the envelope, the writer
is not known; but it is an excellent specimen of terse writing, so uncommon with

the Persians,
See Plate 13, No. 1.
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68 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Iv.

May the shadow of the Kibleh and Kaba of his Servants be perpetual !
Tianks be to God, that the fruit of your kindness and exertion has through
the divine favour arrived at perfection. In consequence of the desire of the
worthy Mr. Davis, may his prosperity endure! Your humble servant repaired
to the office (or court) and passed half’ an hour there, after which he returned
home.  The other circumstances cannot be communicated in writing, but must

remain for a personal interview :* what further need be said ?

Sec Plate 13, No. I1.

V.
May the prosperity of j*our Exccllency endure !
AFTER the performance of due respect, it is represented to the attendants of
your Excellency, that your humble servant stated the particulars of his situation
at Balooghaut, when you were so kind as to say that in the advancement of
your affairs T will not be deficient ; my Lord, up to the present time you have
not done any thing for your humble servant ; on this account he is much vexed
and hurt, that notwithstanding such protection and patronage he cannot succeed.
He is therefore helpless, and must impute it to fate; but he still retains hopes

from your generosity and kindness, and begs that you will speak a few words for

* Literally, lip to lip.
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him to the Governor, in order that he may obtain his wishes; this subject has
been also stated to Captain Stewart, who will acquaint you with all the circum-
stances of your humble servant. All my success in life depends upon your
Excellency : T have no other aid or support. It was proper to represent this.
May the sun of prosperity and good fortune continue to shine!

The representation of Gooldab Sing Subadar.

Note. This letter was addressed to Colonel Symes in the year 1803. The
writer was one of the Subadars belonging to the escort which went to Ava. The
object of the writer was to retire on full pay, but his claim was not considered
sufficient.

VI.

Hail, cherisher of the poor !
Arter approaching the illustrious threshold of the court, the axis of bounty,
it is represented to the attendants of the illustrious Presence, that this day your
humble servant 1s prevented from waiting on you, in consequence of some busi-
ness of the press. It was proper to represent this. God grant that the sun of
dignity and prosperity may continue to shine, and be resplendent from the hori-
zon of your wishes !

The representation of Hussein Aly.

VII.
Halil, cherisher of the poor !
A¥TER spproaching the illustrious threshold of the repository of bounty, it is
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represented to the attendants of the illustrious Presence, with respect to the
number of books that have been ordered ; whatever number you may direet,
~hall be got ready by the day after to-morrow, and I will bring them with me.
Your humble servant’s lodgings are in Kolingy, ncar to the habitation of Moo-
lavy Roshen Aly. It has been represented for your information. May the sun
of prosperity and good fortune continue to shine and be resplendent !

The representation of your devoted Husscin Aly.

VIII.

May God extend the shadow of the cherisher of the poor, the Jord of bounty !
ArTER performing due respect, it is represented that two copies of the Muasir
Alumgiry, which have been compared, arc herewith sent, and will be submitted
t0 your illumined sight.  On account of the indisposition of Mohammed Vehay,
vour humble servant is obliged to attend the press in his room, and cannot
therefore wait on you. It was proper to represent this. May the sun of dignity
ind good fortune shine, and be resplendent from the horizon of greatness and

alory ! Hussein Aly.

IX.
Arizdast.
May God preserve the exalted, the illustrious, and bountiful to his friends!

A¥TER performing the duties of respect, it is represented to your intelligent

mind, that the fresh instances of your attention at this t'me, respecting the new
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book, has laid a load of obligation on the neck of your humble servant, he there-
fore thinks it incumbent on him to express his gratitude. In consequence of your
kindness and favour, the Honourable Company have returned the said book, and
have beside made a present of one hundred pounds. ~ As this instance of bounty
proceeds entirely from your exertions, your humble servant is laid under such
innumerable obligations, that a recital of them is beyond the bounds of repeti-

tion or writing. May the Almighty preserve you, and continue your kindness

and bounty !
From your humble servant,
Croydon, Sied Hussein Aly.
Dated, 14th of the present month,
A.D. 1818.

Note. The book alluded too, was a Hindustany Grammar written by himself
in English. 1 doubt whether he was satisfied with its fate, and therefore suspect
the letter is ironical.

X.

Direction.

Please God, may this be presented in Sultanpore, to the benevolent sight of my
Lord, the generous and beneficent Captain Stewart; may his shadow be
extended !

May the prosperity of my beneficent and generous lord and master endure !

After salutation and humble respects, which is the practice of faithful servants,

it is represented that a long time and a distant period has elapsed, since I have
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had the happiness and pleasure of any information respecting your health and
welfare ; the mind of your attached servant has been long accustomed to your
kindness, he is thercfore anxious and desirous of paying his respectf. Some-
time ago, I heard verbally from Meer Ashruf Hussein, that he had the honour
of waiting on you at Cawnpoor, and found you in good health. I also learnt
from him, that you had kindly enquired respecting the situation of your hum-
ble servant; on hearing of this circumstance, I was much comforted and elevated.
May the Glorious God preserve you, and enable you to assist mankind ! I also,
on hearing of your being at Cawnpore, sent a letter thither, but I suppose, from
the negligence of the postman it did not reach your illustrious sight, or I should
have been honoured with an answer. Now that you are stationed at Chunar,
please God, I will shortly do myself the honour of waiting on you. Your hum-
ble servant has been for these last two years in Joanpoor. I have thought it
proper to state this : what further can I represent? May the sun of prosperity
and good fortune be ever shining and resplendent by the favour of the Lord !

The representation of Mcer Dost Aly.

XI.

May the prosperity of my bountiful lord, the Captain, the refuge of the poor,
the asylum of the helpless, endure !
IT is represented to your beneficent presence, that sometime since, viz. on the

29th of July, I sent a letter, containing an account of my situation, by the post,



‘._‘;‘a\ E_.:,“-C; 77

L) K5 ) e 3lisl 538 00 Jeo gpod 38 509255
Qe b O e el cglle Gl , 30
o s 033 g0t )5 ol 1063 6 e
A e Pl idpegiee Spod el o
o Sy 36,8 O a3 sy )‘.\{ PRNEES) WHTACARES
pohme 53 39 82943 (8,5 1S (ably aptS plely
LIS PN | Y PO Sl a5 loauwsls sl 5 &S dytenn
AV et oobsots Loyd iyt oS lea 3 &8 Y otio
daoye ) G508 5 o oA St vl gl S
oo da 83 1D oy w0 EUb) by s iy g3 Yo gn
Oy b laays 5 GLULals LS, edys oldl sl

. sl
35 Eogd oo (95,5
b
el Slbo Ghasé o s dlod alo S
L3 r\:
il oo i i e

S¥lgat et L5 8digye CSVym 14 00 Connnd 2l )} U3



78 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

and hope it arrived. Although your humble servant is ‘desirous to pay his
personal respects by proceeding to your illustrious presence, to explain his
situation more particularly, as my master, Mr. Roberts, is averse to it, I must
for this reason put off asking Jeave of sbsence. But I have the greatest anxi-
ety to hear of your welfare; if you will honour me by a scrap of a letter, I
shall obtain two objects; First, from its contents I shall derive comfort, and
tranquillity of mind; Secondly, its arrival will raise me in the estimation of
my companions. As I sometime ago accompanied my master to Jynaghur, I
have made a map of the road, with the distance marked in miles, from Agra to
Jypoor, if you choose I will send it to you. God grant that the sun of for-
tune and prosperity may continue to shine !

The representation of Mooneef Aly.

XIIL

Direction.

May this be honoured by the illustrious reception of Captain Stewart

Calcutta.
My the illustrious shadow of my lord the Captain be extended ! Beeby
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Jennet having performed the duties of respect and attachment represents
the state of your humble servant to the time of writing, excites her gratitude,
and she petitions day and night at the court of the omnipotent for the joyful
tidings of your health and welfare. My Lord, a long time has elapsed that I
have not heard any news of the welfare of my lord the Colonel, nor of his
illustrious son, nor his respected lady, wherefore my heart is anxious and per-
t;nrbed, my heart burns, and my eyes weep ; I trust that if you know any thing
of their situation you will communicate it to your humble servant, and when-
ever you write to Europe, constantly present my compliments and service. What
more beyond my humble respects.

The Petition of Beeby Jennet.

XIIIL

Direction.

May this address be presented to the benevolent and illustrious Captain Stewart,
may his prosperity endure !

May the prosperity endure of my gracious and kind master ! Your servant, by

the auspices of your Excellency, is arrived with the baggage at Chytpoore;

he is hopeful that you will give him a note to Mr. Harrison, the custom master

of Hoogly to grant him a passport, that he may not be molested, stating that

Moonshy Meer Jyeen is going with his family to Patna (and has nothing with



o) Ko 81
Dlows Loyymo s3y1 ey Joroop 5t 5 (Sour S ey
88 335 Wlaadl 5y bt lio a35m0 D ool oo
@..cb &f&m\Jb oem dkuoype lodglod a1y el O\ J:.
RS L‘Jf\ gg\i.c\)b Mji«o dg.a.\.a ) du\ dub 52\)
o e B2l (gr e o oled J3Vad) s
&{M\IOJS tm\ M wb &5)\‘&&3\ M\:’ r)&&:-o C)M
aley ey swa 05 oh s A LS e
3\ onth Glunsd  Soc (AL.; a2 o ol o) Cope

‘00 . - w ”&f ”JM.'
r.bb)f

WS Cad Jy Cumd adlos Ol e S ol

3,05s A3 W13 el 2

3 L";\‘ Gl L3 5 r.)li AL r.\: (o ‘3) Cprd oglod
B, g (o4 iS N gohemo) Can) By deyly) dmo gy G
L‘(Kl’b Ce &,\a\.‘o g.,‘.s.\.c U-*""J\A ‘.hq C'.q.,:.\),o’rg_;) ‘.-F)b

e et Bpek 3 e e (50 8 padn gl

M



82 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

him) but articles of food and clothing. May the sun of prosperity continue to
shine through the favour of the lord of all his servants !
The petition of Moonshy Meer Jyeen.

XIV.

May the fame and prosperity of the Captain of exalted virtues, and high
dignity, the benificent of the age, be perpetual !
ConsipERING the performance of my duties (to you) as the source of constant
success, it is represented, that previous to this several letters were dispatched by
post, addressed to the dependants of your illustrious Presence; most probably
some of them werc honoured by your perusal, but as yet (your humble servant)
has not been gratified by an answer to any one of them. God grant that the
cause of this may only be pleasant and useful occupations ; the strong desire
which constantly pervades the heart of your supplicant is beyond the power
of the pen to transcribe. May God, through his universal bounty, preserve
the person of that source of goodness to all eternity, and grant him power in
this world to assist the heiplcss, and llumine the cyes of his servants, with the
dust of his blessed footsteps. The ‘ituation of your humble servant is this ;
that having served Colonel Ashe for three years, for the last seven months X

have been at home without employment, When Colonel Symes was about to
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proceed as Envoy to Ava, that source of bounty was pleased to call me to recol-
lection, but Colonel Ashe would not permit me to leave Sindecla; still T am
hopeful from your bounty and favour that you will honour me by an answer,
which will raisc me in the estecm of my acquaintances, and whatever further
favours you may be pleased to confer, will be the cause of your celebrity
through the world ; it was proper to represent this, to add more would excecd
the limits of propricty. God grant that the sun of prosperity and good for-

tune may continue to shine and be resplendent !

P. S. T have not written you any account of the country, or of the war, fear-
ing that my letter might fall into the hands of any other person, and that I
might be improperly suspected ; but if you desire it, I will constantly inform
you of the occurrences in this neighbourhood.

The representation of Anunteram, inhabitant of Ferrokhabad.

Note. The writer was a Hindi Moonshy, and although his letter may not
bear minute criticism, he was a very clever intelligent person. I recommended
him to Colonel Ashe, who would not part with him when I wished him to
accompany the Embassy to Ava.

Dircction of the Envelope.

Please God may this be honoured by the perusal of the illustrious Captain of
cxalted virtues and high dignity, Captain Charles Stewart, Calcutta.

XV.
May the cherisher of his dependants, Major Stewart, be ever prosperous !
TaEe habitation which has becn selected for Mirza Kheleel is too confined.
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and has no private apartments; wherefore the aforesaid Mirza requests, that
through the kindnes and favour of your Exccllency, some other residence may
be appointed for him ; to write more would exceed the bounds of respect.

The representation of Abd al Aly.

N. B. The writer was a very genteel man and a good scholar ; he joined the

East India College in 1807, and died in 1815 ; his tomb is in the churchyard
of All Saints, Hertford.

XVI.
Petition of Mirza Kheleel to the Court of Directors.

May the prosperity of the Lords of Bounty be perpetual !
WHEREAS the poor and the helpless arc always relicved by the bounty of the
Company, I therefore represent that my agent Lala Bowany Purshad Pundit,
who lives at Lucknow, is adorned with honesty and rectitude, and is perfectly
skilled in commerce and in accounts, and has been long employed on the part of
my father, the chief of merchants, Hajy Kerbela. Mohammed Tchrany, in the
most important duties under the government of the Nabob Assuf Addowlch,
and Hussen Rezda Khan. I request that some situation may be conferred on
him, that by such means he may gain a livelihood, and be employed in prayers

for the continued prosperity and good fortunc of the Company.

XVII.

ArTER performing the salutations which is the practice of faithful servants, it
is represented to your honour, that this being the auspicious day, and (1st) of

the month which commences the year in this country, may the glorious God
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88 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

render it fortunate and auspicious to all your dependents and well wishers both
far and near ! Your devoted and humble servant takes this occasion to express
his attachment, and sends a congratulatory offering. I trust to your honour’s
kindness, that having been admitted to the sight of your attendants, it will be

accepted.
Abd al Aly

XVII1IL,

Your humble servants have paid the revenues of the villages of Sajinpoor and
Silet for twenty months, according to the agreement with government ; at pre-
sent the collector, Mirza Kalu, unjustly demands an excess of cight months
beyond the stipulated rent, and constantly keeps bailiffs over us, to our great
annoyance ; under these circumstances it is impossible for us to supply the pre-
sent of pine-apples ordered by government, we are thercfore hopeful from your
grace and bounty, that you will transfer the collection of the aforesaid villages to
Babu Ram Kanti, that with tranquil minds we may provide the pine-apples
and regularly pay our rent. It was proper to represent this.

The petition of your humble servants, the farmers of Sajinpoor and Silet.

N.B. Under the Mohammedan government of Bengal, the rarities of each
district were sent to Moorshudabad.  See Life of Aliverdy Khan, in the His-
tory of Bengal.  This letter was addressed to the Deputy Nuwab of Dacca.

See Plate 14.

XIX.
It is represented to (the servants) who kiss the border of the carpet of bounty
of my lord and master, may his prosperity endure! That your humble servant,
long nourished by your salt, (as a proof) of his attachment and fidelity, accord-

ing to promise, sends a few fans of the manufacture of Hooghly to the presence
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90 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

of his Excellency, exalted as the Pleiades, I hope from your great kindness and
condescension that you will honour me by accepting them, in which case the
proud and exalted cap of your humble servant will reach the highest heaven.
The petition of Nevul Ram.
See Plate 14.

XX.
Hail, my lord and master !

Praise be to God that the person of that source of goodness adorns the seat of
justice, for the happiness of mankind and the prevention of oppression, and
preserves the world in a state of security and tranquillity by the equity of your
excellency. Iam (constantly) expressing my gratitude, and praying that the om-
nipotent will promote you to the highest rank and dignity, but your humble ser-
vant is in great distress, and wretched for want of employment; and except
your excellency, has no other hope or refuge; he therefore (takes the liberty) of
troubling you, that you will have the kindness to recommend him to some gen-
tlemen, who may employ and patronize him, and free him from (the evils of)
idleness. May the sun of prosperity continue to shine !

The petition of Gunga Pershad, Moonshy.

XXIL
Curious Letter from Mirza Kheleel, written in pure Persian.

Gob be praised, that since the humble Khelcel eats his portion from the table of
the divine bounty, and has been destined to fix his residence in the delightful
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92 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

and beautiful country of England, which is the boast of Europe, and of which
the intelligent cannot produce its equal for perfection, through the whole extent
of the world. Although from the injustice of a party of envious and avaricious
persons, who are daily cooking for him a fresh soup (devising plans to injure),
and every moment are rubbing up their sleeves to annoy him, still is he at rest,
&c. has bread in his wallet (a proverb); but like the afflicted mourners, the op-
pressed, and helpless, he  sits retired in the mansion of melancholy and the cell
of despair, and being clothed in the garment of grief, he sheds torrents of salt
tears from the fountains of the fountains of strife, and like the clouds of spring
is constantly pouring showers of blood from his moist cycs, whilst his bosom is
torn by sighs and regrets, he casts the dust of repentance on his head. But as
all (creatures) formed of water and carth, as long as the trec of life has its roots
or fibres in water, must continue to exist, whether pleased or displeased ; he
has laid hold with his hand of the skirt of patience, which is the best remedy
for the afflicted and the helpless, and having reconciled himself to all his mis-
fortunes, passes his time happily and tranquilly, and by constant employment,
on which depends the pleasures of the orchard of success, and the freshness of the
blossoms of the garden of happiness, he does not deviate a single hair from his
determination. He hopes that the Omnipotent, who has mixed up the opposite
clements in the same mould of crcation, will soften the stony hearts of these
envious, unkind, evil wishers, who join heaven to earth, in order to defile the

sun of goodness, given by God, to a temper constantly sharpened by the cup of



‘_é.o‘ l/.:j.‘&a; 93

oo ol el OF el @55 a8, o iS00y
olas ol of i Sla o) ol eS\a S t\f)b
. au;/,f\ I Xogb)f‘_,s\,s) 393 (e w{,?\;. 5ol sedoyd
TGP S SN\ PEPSPOI g3 BT RS
Sl oddbo (o el LAl 0 23 8 5 oy (0 80
33 Gl 083 Slo e wdl GV s U Y gk,
el 681 3,181 355 )by ol b o eaenn by
aals by Gy sonas elon U le)) 5 ady)) &K,
S 0K Sply el apts a5 gt S L
Ol 5503 5 3,5 Wl 5 Snee ik wta 5 5 5003
N AR R I PUCRTLI FUP CRS S5 YR OV-PVC Iy
O 5wty 53 J aloln B L8 5 ol olazaly
Cwd ol df)f ey ) %0 BYaa 4 (89A Blea 310
Gl Bl oiedd Lo ey & s lelay
S 5y (G 5 o3, ke Ly a3l ol (5 83
o & S epdlag 5 pale 35 30 (o yp Lo
s ks J @ Sy (o2l kgl (LK 5 Gt e
oloatd T 4Ll ks & el 3lovad Vgy (DU CSpnpm
I el 5 g R b gt oS 5 1
6N Bion stam oy &S ) el Sy ) ansl
b o) 313 ok ok o ti U iy (splaml | e



94 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

acerbity, and who light up in the mansion of invention the lamp of defamation,
with the splendour of falsehood, in order to spoil the fortune of this wretched
being, and I trust that he (God) will bring back the current of hope of this
thirsty creature of the water of comfort and happiness, and take this poor being
under his (divine) protection, and shelter him from the evil machinations of the
wicked.

Itis not concealed from the intelligent, penetrating, and exalted personages,
that the persons of high birth of Persia, and the good dispositioned of Hinda-
stan are very attentive and obliging to strangers and travellers, and arc celebra-
ted through the whole world for their hospitality and liberality, but the learned
of this country do not approve of this praiseworthy quality, except the exalted
Trish, who are bountiful as the ocean, and constantly gallop the steed of perse-
verance on the road of this laudable virtue, and ever keep spread the table of
comfort and kindness for strangers. Thus the annability of the person of high
origin, the sun of the heaven of success, the commander of the region of fame, is
a proof of this assertion, and it may be said without flattery, that that intelli-
gent person is an incomparable pearl, drawn from the sea of beneficence, and
adorned from head to foot with the ornaments of science and knowledge, should
my double tongued pen write from this time till the day of resurrection his
praises, still it would not describe one out of a thousand, or a particle from a
heap of his good qualitics. What further nced be written ?

Dated, 14th November, 1814.

Note. T am sensible that I have not done due credit to this extraordinary
epistle, but hope some of my readers will give a better translation of it.

Although official translations are not expected to be quite literal, the transla-
tor should nevertheless know the meaning of every word; on which account I
have endeavoured to give the true sensc of many sentences, which do not appear
to advantage in English. But therc are some phrascs that it is impossible to
reconcile to our idiom.
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96 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

CHAPTER 1V.

LETTERS FROM THE ENGLISH COMMISSIONER OF THE
NORTHERN CIRCARS, TO VARIOUS ZEMINDARS, RAJAS,
S&c. DURING THE YEARS 1769 AND 1770.

I

To Ragonath Soor.
BE it known to the chosen of his contemporaries, Ragonath Soor, the zemindar
of Terley, that notwithstanding a large sum is due from your district, you do
not (exert yourself to) pay up your arrears ; such conduct is highly improper;
it is requisite that on the arrival of this Perwanek,* you send the amount of ar-

rear 10 our presence, and that you yourself proceed hither and pay your respects.
Consider this as positive.

Dated, 5th July, 1769.
IL

To Kishen Bhunj Khumsereh.
May the sincere and chosen friend, Raja Kishen Bunj, zemindar of Khum-
sereh, be under the divine protection! 1 safely arrived on the 2nd of the present
month at Aske (and find) that a large sum of arrears is due from you for the

Fusuly year 1177, also that your agreement for the year 1178 has been by no

* Tt is said that the origin of this denomination of letter took its rise from
being sealed with the impression of a moth or butterfly.
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98 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

means performed, although the period is about expiring. I am sorry that you
have not paid up your arrears to government, such conduct appears far from
fidelity to the'state, and your duty as a renter. It is requisite that, contrary to the
past, you quickly send to our presence your arrears, and also the sums due for
the present year, in order that our friendship may continue, otherwise you may
suppose that it will be the contrary ; it is beside requisite that I should see you;
if you come hither it will be better. What more need be added (literally to
adorn)?

Dated, 16th of July, 17G9.

II1.
To Raja Chunder Sing, Zemindar of Dcharakot.

May the chosen of his contemporarics, Raj-Chunder Sing, enjoy every happi-
ness !

TuERE are certain discussions respecting the settlement of your district, which

are delayed till you come to our presence, It 1is required that on the arrival

of this letter you should proceed ther without delay, accompanied by Luch-

mun Hirsu Pundit, &c. What more need be added ?

Dated, 26th of July, 1769.
Iv.

To Moonshy Kumal Mohammed.

Honourable Sir,
Tar letter which you sent arrived, and its contents were understood. The
letter of the Raja, on the subject of aiding and assisting in saving the cargo of
the wrecked ship, had arrived, and afforded me much satisfaction; an answer has

been conformably sent and will arrive. Whatever quantity of the spawn of fish
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100 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

that you can procure, according to what was formerly written, and shall send,
will much oblige. Except the desire (of secing you), what more can be added ?

Dated, 215t July, 1769.

V.
7o Kishen Bhunj Khumsereh.

May the sincere and chosen friend, Raja Kishen Bhunj, be under the divine
protection !

Our army 1s about to encamp in your neighbourhood; as yet you have not made

known what is the nature of your intentions, or what ideas pass in your mind.

If it please God ! in the course of a day or two I will also proceed thither ; it

1s requisite that you should quickly inform me what is your determination.

What more ?

19tk October, 1769.

VI.
To Sambajee Guneis, Subedar of Cattack.

May the kind and friendly Iaja be in safety !
ApprrruemaNy Bre Kuax and other officers, with their brethren, will have
the honour of paying their respeets, n the hopes of obtaining service.  He is a
good soldicr, and the men fine fellows; in this state of affairs their being en-
rolled in the train of your servants will be highly proper and acceptable. What
further trouble should I give # May the days of prosperity and good fortune
continue !

21st October, 1769.
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102 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

VIL

To Ram Jogy Patter.
May the repository of friendship be prosperous !
Ar this time it has become known, that you have written several letters and sent
messages to the zemindars of Terly, that is to say, to the former cultivators of
Khumsery, who having been discontented for the last four or five years, have
taken up their residence in Terly ; that it is your vain intention to take them
back forcibly to Khumsery ; such conduct is very improper, and your forming
such a foolish idea with respect to the peasants of my district, you may reckon
as the special cause of your own ruin and disgrace. Refrain from such unworthy
actions ; if you are neglectful (of this advice), I will write to Mr. Andrews, the
chief of Ishikputtun, and have you displaced. Be attentive. What further need
I add.
19th January, 1770.

VIII
To Sceta Ram Ray.

May the kind and friendly Raja. the bountiful to his dependents, be happy !
THE desire of obtaining the honour of a joyful mecting is not of that degree,
that by the aid of a split-tongued pen, a single letter from the volume of it can
be traced on this scrap of paper, therefore having turned the reins of the steed-

like pen from that coursc (vallev), I proceed tomy subject. 'The happy arrival
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104 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

of your amber.scented epistle, after a long period, containing the information of
your having received from Mr. Andrews an elephant, a horse, and a dress of
honour, also a statement of your district, and a request to be informed of the
state of my district, which occurred in a fortunate moment, and at the time of ex-
pectation afforded me much happiness and satisfaction.  God grant that the
aforesaid present may prove fortunate and auspicious.  The state of this dis-
trict 1s, that the revenue of the lands of Itchapoor, or those dependent on the
Khalsch (Exchequer), has been fixed for the present year, at a lac and sixty
thousand rupees, and bonds have been taken from the renters for that sum.
The settlement of the lands belonging to the zemindars, after mature juquiry
and deliberation, will be shortly arranged. It is my fixed intention to visit Mr.
Andrews, the chief at Ishakputtun,* may God bring it about ! T also wish that
it I should have the pleasure and honour of seeing you (previous to that time)
to point out to you several advantages, which have occurred to my mind. ~ As
our affairs are but as one, inthe event of our agreeing as we ought, they will be
easily attained, (I hope) you will also give me (further) information respecting
the settlement of your districts and forts. Irequest that until the time of meeting
you will constantly rejoice and gladden me with your friendly letters. Except
the (repetition) of my attachment, why should I further trouble you ? May the
days of prosperity and happiness be auspicious !
15th of December, 1769
Sec Plate 15.

* Vizagapatam.
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106 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

IX.
To Beer Keshur Dyu Raja.

May the zephyrs of the divine grace ever refreshen the garden of the abode of
the kind and affectionate Raja.
Ar this time a dispute has taken place between the two brother zemindars of
Khaly Koth, in consequence of which some delay has taken place in the pay-
ment of the Company’s revenuc. The elder brother has sent his agent to the
presence, who has clearly represented the wickedness of Man Sing and the bad
state of the country, and has made a request for the sending of the Company’s
troops to be employed in chastising Man Sing. It is therefore written, that on
the arrival of the Company’s troops it is most probable, that Man Sing having
fled, will take refuge with you, or in some other place, and continue in going
backward and forward. In this cvent, it is expected from your good friend-
ship for me, and your fidelity to the Company, that immediately on the arrival
of the aforesaid person in your district, you shall seize him and send him hither
under a guard of your own, which will be the cause of much satisfaction to me,
and be a proof of your attachment to the Company. What further can I add ?
May the days of your prosperity and dignity be increasing !
Dated, 22nd of March, 1771.

X.
To Babou Jy Naik, Subadar of Cuttack.
May the kind and friendly Rajabe in health !

AFTER expressing the desire of the honour of a happy meeting, it is represented
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108 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

to your friendly mind, that your courteous letter on the subject of my wnting
and sending a passport for Bhugwunt Row to Madras, arrived and afforded me
great satisfaction. Conformably to your desire, a passport has been written and
forwarded, and will arrive. I am hopeful that you will constantly rej(;icc me,
hy writing an account of your welfare,

Dated, 2d May, 1771.

XI
To Jugdyu of Tukly.
May the possessor of intrepidity and bravery, Juggut dyu, zemindar of Tukly,
be prosperous! The letter which you sent respecting your having been at
Ishakputtun, and the great attention paid to you by Mr. Stratton, and after
taking leave of him, having returned home, arrived : this inteligence was the
cause of much satisfaction to my mind. With regard to that which you wrote
tespecting  your intention of visiting me, believe me cqually desirous on this
subject, and come. In the event of your arrival here and our mecting, the busi-
ness of Terly shall bescttled.  What further need be written ?
20th March, 1773.

Note. Several of the persons to whom thesc letters arc addressed, are
mentioned by Orme. It is unnecessary perhaps to add, that the letters are very
well written. The collection contains several hundreds on various subjects.
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110 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

CHAPTER V.

MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS.

I

From the Nuwob of Moorshudabad, to Jessarut Khan, Deputy of
Dacca, A. D. 1767.

May my Lord, the kind and affectionate of brothers, be in safety !
THE accounts for building of the government boats, with all their equipments
and other expenses, specifying those of each boat, from the commencement of
the Bengal year 1174, to 1175, are wanted, and required at the presence. 1Itis
proper, that on the receipt of this order, you should quickly dispatch them by

an mtelligent accountant. What further need be added ?

Note. This letter is signed with the Byaz or Nuwab’s cypher. Sce No. L
Anizdasht,

I1.

From the Nuwab Nesserut Jung, of Dacca, to the Translator.
Received 1794.
He 1s the great, the glorious !
May the very kind supporter of his friends be prosperous! After expressing
the desire of a joyful mecting, which cxceeds all bounds, it is signified that your
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112 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

exhilirating letter in reply to my friendly communication, rejoiced me by its
arrival; its subject and contents were perfectly comprehended ; the intclligence
of the health and welfare of that kind friend communicated gladness to my
heart. A friendly note has been written, addressed to my kind friend Captain
Watson, and is herewith enclosed ; have the goodness to deliver it to him. T
am hopeful that considering me as always anxious to hear of your welfare, you
will frequently rejoice me by your letters, What further need be added ? May

the days of happiness endure ! Farewell.

N. B. The direction on the envelope, and the title, will be given in the next

letter

IIL
Direction on the Envelope.

May this attain the illustrious perusal of the very kind supporter of his friends,
Mister Charles Stewart, may God preserve him !
He is the glorious !
May the very kind supporter of his friends be prosperous! after expressing the
desire of a happy meeting, which transcends the bounds of description, it is re-
presented to your intelligent and friendly mind, it 1s a long time that ms' heart, the
abode of sincerity, has been anxious on account of not receiving any intelligence

of your welfare or situation, and I have been continually inquiring of my particu-
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114 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

lar friends and acquaintances respecting you. Praise be to God that at this time
I have learned from my very kind and dear friend, Captain Morgan, that you are
well, and residing at Cawnpore, and that you have contracted a most happy and
auspicious marriage, also that you have obtained pomotion in the army ; these
subjects were the cause of much happiness to your absent friend.

Hemistich.

“ From joy I am so increased 1n size, that my clothes will not contain me.”
God grant that this auspicious marriage may be attended with thousands of
happinesses, enjoyments, and comforts, and that you may daily advance in rank,
be assured that these objects afford much joy and satisfaction to your friends.
It is astonishing that during this long period you did not write or send mc any
account of your welfare, nor rejoice me by the intelligence of your marriage and
promotion, such conduct is far from the rules of friendship and sincerity. 1
hope that esteeming me as one of those who recollects and cexpresses his sense of
your excellent qualitics, contrary to the past, and till we have the pleasure of

mecting, you will from time to time rejoice me by writing an account of your
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health and welfare. What further need be added 7 May the days of happiness
be propitious ! Farewell.

Dated July, 1797.
Nuwal's Seal.

The arranger of the state, the supporter of the kingdom, Syed Aly Khan,
the victorious 1 war.

Note. The word farewell was written by the Nuwab, instead of the Byaz in

the first letter.
Sec Plate 16.
Iv.
Letter from the Governor of Arracan, to Colonel Symes.

Received 1803.
Direction.

Please God, may this be openced for the perusal of the kind, beneficent, and
generons Colonel Symes.  May God preserve him !
Mav God preserve the kind and attentive to his friends !
I7 1srepresented on the part of the Raja of’ Arracan, that it should be known to
vour {riendly mind, Whereas his Majesty (the King of Ava) considering me as
one of Jus trust-worthy servants, above ten years ago promoted and appointed
we governor of the kingdom of Arracan, which is the boundary of the two
coutries. At this ime 1 have heard from the merchants of this country, who go
mto your territory for the purpose of buymg and sclling, that you, in the
most praiseworthy and laudable manner, gencrously and kindly protect and

aid them. At this present period, in obedience to the orders of his Majesty,
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several of his subjects, under the superintendance of Mirza Mohammed Aly,
bearing with them cloths, ivory, and bees-wax, have been sent into your territory
for the purposes of commerce. I am hopeful, that in future the practice of amity
and friendship will be strengthened on both sides, and that we shall assist and
protect (the subjects) of cach other. T have by this opportunity sent you an
umbrella worked with worsted, five bags of the rice called the Black-cyed, and
tive jars of honey, be so kind as accept them,  What further need be added ?
May the times be propitious !

N. B. There arc a number of vagabond Persians, and other Mohammedans,

who have found their way into the Birman ewpire; this letter was probably
written by one of them, and is better than might have been expected.

V.

Letter from the Governor of Pegue to Colonel Symes, A. D. 1803.

Please the Almighty, may the person of the generous, friendly, noble, &c. &c.
of the worthy Colonel, being always under the shade and protection of the
omnipotent, be in the full enjoyment of all his wishes and desires, and may he,
through the divine favour and grace, be exempted from all the evils and anxi-
cties of time and fate !

A¥TER presenting the bouquet of good wishes, it is signified, that till the tine

of writing, which, according to the European era, is the 15th of Junc, of the

year 1803, two letters (copies of which are enclosed) were sent, and T trust

have reached your illustrious presence and been understood ; I have never been
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deficient in writing, nor ever will, ner shall T ever forget the period of your
dlustrious visit. Be it known to vour inteliizent mind, till the time of writing
T have not heard any news worth conmuenicating, ‘The noble Captam Canning
1s safely arrived here from Calentta, and T bave paid him all the attention in
my power, the letters which the aforesaid honouralJe geatleman brought, have
heen forwarded to Ava, and T trust o faveurabie answer will be returned s on
thair arrival Twill exert all ny endesvens that ihe friendslip and amity
Detween the two states may centimually mercaze wnd attam the bounds of per-
feetion,  Mr. Canning will wnite an account of the state of affairs, and of the
great attention T have paid him, which ¥ arwst will be made known to your
illustrious mnd. T request that until we can have a personal mccting, you
will take the opportunity of persons who may he conng hither, to call me to
your recollection, and favour me with a few Jises respecting your health and
welfare, which will be the cause of much pleasure, and avert my anxiety.

Vi hat further need be added ?

P. 8. Whereas, after your return to Caleutta, you were very kind and atten-
tentive to the Birmans, Peaners, merchants, and others, who were in Caleutta,
this mtelligence has veachied Pegue and other places; thus whenever sweets are

collected, the zephyr diffuses the fragrance 2l around, so the sweet flavour of
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your Excellency’s conduct has spread over all Pegue, and every person, great
and small, has smelt it; it has even been scented by his Imperial Majesty, who
was thereby much gratified.

VI.

May the possessor of high dignity and station, the kind and friendly patron,
and benefactor of his humble servants, be in health ! After presenting my
boundless respects, it is represented to your enlightened mind, that your gra-
cious letter, (stating) that having a long time heard of your humble servant’s
indisposition ; in consequence of vour friendship and attachment, you were ex-
tremely anxious for my recovery, that having just lecarnt from A. B. that the
fever had left me, the circuimstance had afforded you much pleasure, and that you
hoped God would, through his grace and bounty, shortly restore me to my usual
state of health,as it would be a source of great satisfaction to you, favoured me, by
its safe arrival, and was the cause of great comfort and consolation to your sick and
weak humble servant ; may God long retain that kind benefactor upon the seat

of authority and government in this country ! The aforesaid disorder, through
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the grace of God and your kind attention, has quitted your humble servant;
and I firmly hope, from the bounty of the Omnipotent, and your courtesy,
that in a very short time my weakness and infirmity will be removed, and that
I shall be restored to my usual health, in order that T may soon return to my
former occupation in your service, and enjoy the pleasure of personal attend-
ance, and have an opportunity of returning thanks and expressing my grati-
tude for all the obligations and favours conferred ; I hope from your kindness
that till I have an opportunity of personally waiting on you, you will frequently
favour and oblige me with letters, containing an account of your welfare. May

the days of happiness and enjoyment continue. Farewell !

VIL

To the Nuwab of high dignity, cxalted as the sun, my lord and master, the
munificent of the age, the mine of boundless beneficence.
May God continue his good fortune and prosperity !
Arrie performing the duties of servitude and fidelity, which is the greatest of
honours, it is represented that your gracious and courteous letter, written (or
signed) by yourself, dated this 5th of December, in answer to mine of yester-
day, honoured me by its arriv.al, and elevated the head of your humble servant
to the pinnacle of heaven, having converted it into an amulet for (the preser-

vation of ) my life, I esteem it as a security for the honour and reputation of
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126 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

myself and children. My constant wish 1s, that as long as I live, I may obtain
your approbation by my endeavours to merit your kindness; I shall thercfore
continue to send my respectful addresses, containing an account of my situa-
tion, and cxpressive of my gratitude. At present it is my daily and nightly
prayer to the universal protector, that he will keep you, your honourable wife,
and children, (may he bless them, and grant them long life !) under the sha-
dow of his protection, and convey them safe home to the sight of their relations
and friends, and having thus comforted and rendered happy Mr. Archibald,
and the other fortunate children, may you return to bless and refreshen this
country by your august. presence. I had long wished that you would have left
your picture, painted by yourself, with your attached friend, but modesty
would not permit me to mention it ; if at some future time you should call me
to your recollection, and grant me this very great favour, it will be the cause of
honour and distinetion to your humblest of servants ; to say more would exceed
the bounds of respect. May never failing prosperity and fortune attend your
munificent stirrup. In the name of the lord of his servants.

See Plate 17.

VIII.

Itis represented at the place of petitioning, those who have the honour of kissing
the carpet of the joyful presence of the heavenly court, of the lord equal in
dignity to Caesar, may his prosperity and bounty endure !

Your humble scrvant in attendance upon his munificent master, may his dig-
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nity and rank long endure! having with him his son and dependents, arrived
in health and safety at Moorshudabad on the 16th of August, and is constantly
employed in praying for the health, welfare, and encrease of rank and dignity
of your Excellency, and of your illustrious sons. ~Since my arrival here, which
is nearly a month, I have not had the honour of addressing you, first from
want of opportunity, and sccondly from the agitation of my mind, on behold-
ing the comfortless and miscrable state of my friends, who have been all at-
tacked by a violent disease, from which few persons have escaped ; I therefore
hope you will pardon the omission. My lord, on account of' this calamity, and by
the advice of the physicians and others, who have had experience of this city, and
have been confined to their beds every year during this season, till the month of
December, owing to the corrupted state of the air and water ; I have sent off all
my children and family, on whose account I was soanxious, to Calcutta, on the
19th of the present month. In fact, if the air and water (or climate) of this
place does not shortly improve, the city and its environs will very soon become
ruined and desolate. At all events my master, whose merciful disposition and
universal benevolence, incites him to administer comfort and improve and relieve
the people from the miseries of disease and grief, has ever since his auspicious
arrival here, been much distressed at the sight of the situation of this place. If
it please God, from the blessing of the pure intention of his aforesaid Highness,
every kind of misfortune and calamity will (speedily) be averted and removed,

To say more, would exceed the limits of respect.
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IX.

Beloved of the poor, refuge of his friends, the Nuwab of high dignity, the cho-
sen of illustrious families, the source of bounty to mankind, may his prospe-
rity and dignity endure !

A¥TER offering up sincere prayers for your success, which is the cause of (my

own) happiness, it is represented to your world-adorning mind, of which the

mirror reflecting the world is but a type, that Ileft the seat of government of

Culcutta, on the 12th of the month Suffgr, for this place, and on the 17th of

Rubby al Avul, safely arrived at Benaras, and had the happiness and satisfac-

tion of performing my prayers at the temple of Jugnath, and then returned. 1

consider our safe arrival at Benaras, as owing entirely to your kindness and

attention, both publicly and privately. God grant that the sclected of illustrious
families may be long cstablished on the seat of prosperity and good fortune,
and may he long continue to cast the rays of his beneficence on the heads of
the retired and supplicants ! My hope from the praise-worthy virtues of that
chosen of the eternal court is, that you will consider your humble servant as
constantly employed in praying for your welfare, and that you will sometimes
rcjoice him by tidings of your health and prosperity. May the blessings of

goodness and bencficence ever be your companion.



Jo) o 131
o4

ool Foue il Yy ool )y AW Bho 1 880 e
P) ) 8\_5 u\_.:y C'.JS‘)A: Ls\;\\)-o ‘é\ﬁb/,abm w AN 3]
r & BT e Bl e il oy Jls 88y el
o pits Wd3yd ol 5038 ) L ) ol L e
& s\o ‘..cbm 'f\i‘\:‘-’ VY u‘)k.'.g\ &3\)) FEAe\Y ‘s)\«e\)\b R
D 66 o (D Jptnm Sy (gt 3 bl 5 0l M)
g ey 83900 D30 Wil 55 I i 5 A& (200 5
5 A sy 5 e Lo Gl 2 ey
oA sowes ol *ealo L;o\,.a 3 )..aJD..S:.«o sl Yy f
Gl p aet)s (S W) 5 g 80y assgn W
S (9 51 85 3L UQT)S);‘ oS les y s as,S
e Bleoy Ky 1) dld 4] o 830 sove)pu
)l by Crp 335 Sl a0l it
Sl oy 5 (S B3 83 bl VA e s Ut (3
b G

* One of the Hindi titles of God.
+ The Hindiistanies have converted several Arabic verbs into Persian,
as d..x,,:.l‘;, to inquire, and the one here mentioned, but I doubt whether

any other than oooddb and azag, are authorized by good writers.
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X.

He 1s the bountiful !
May the illustrious, generous, and compassionate lord of high dignity be ever
prosperous !
PRrEvious to this, an humble representation was presented to your Excellency,
and will have fully explained to your cnlightened mind, the distressed and
wretched state of my circumstances. Whatever could be expected from benevo-
lence has been done by you; may God cver bless and preserve you ! because you
arc constantly employed in assisting the poor and helpless. I trust you will
exert yourself in such a manner, that the right may revert to the right owner,
and that the penury, and cvery kind of distress, which for a length of time has
overwhelmed your humble servant, may through your cxertions be removed,
for I can no longer support such troubles and difficulties. T hope you will
favour me with an answer, from which I shall derive the greatest comfort and
indubitable tranquillity of mind. May the sun of prosperity and good fortune

continuc to shine and be resplendent !

See Plate 18.

XI

May the possessor of high dignity, the kind, generous, and courteous, be pros-
perous !

ArTER expressing the desire of a happy meeting, any addition to which would

be beyond the bounds of comprehension, it is represented to your courteous

nind, that 1 have sent twenty baskets of Mangoes, and I hope that you
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will favour me by accepting them, by which you will gratify and oblige me.
Till an opportunity of a joyful meeting occurs, continue to rejoice me by
accounts of your welfare. May the days of happiness be ever at your desire !

See No. 1. Plate 20.

XIL

May the kindness of the master of high dignity endure !

Arrer performing the duties of respect, and expressing the desire of the
honour of a meeting, it is represented to your intelligent mind, that your gra-
cious and condescending letter on the subject of the book Faris Mubeny arrived,
and T considered it as an additional proof” of your regard and favour. Tam
not in possession of the book, or it should have been immediately sent, but ac-
cording to your direction, I will enquire everywhere for it, and instantly on
procuring it will forward it to your presence, May the days of prosperity and
good fortune be at your command !

The Address of Myr Doost Aly.

XIIIL

May the regards of the lord of high dignity, the kind, generous, and discrimi-
nating (master) of his servants encreasc !

Arrir expressing the anxious desire of a happy and fortunate meeting, which

is the chief wish of my heart, it is represented to your enlightened mind, that

it 1s a long time since Thave been rejoiced by the happy tidings of your health
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and welfare, the heart of your humble servant, which has been long accustomed to
your kindnesscs,is ever anxious for a continuation of them, for from the com-
mencement of the ascendancy of the fortune of the government of the Honourable
English Company till the present period, I have spent my precarious life,
respected, honoured, and esteemed by its illustrious personages, whether present
or absent, the repetition of their good qualities has been the constant subject of
my discourse and conversation. I have firm hopes from your personal kind-
ness, that in every situation you will bestow on me the marks of your regard.
Verse.

T don’t say, be kind and gracious, my{riend, whatever is proper for you,that do.”
I request that till I have an opportunity of paying my personal respects, you
will rejoice and render me grateful by your cxhilirating epistles. May the days

of your greatness and authority encrease !

XIV.

May the prosperity of the lord of high dignity, the bountiful, the generous,
encrease.
ArTER expressing the desire of paying my respects, which is the cause of hap-
piness to the present, and the object of good fortune of the absent, it is repre-
sented to your Excellency, that at this auspicious and happy time, when all the
means of enjoyment are prepared, and the gates of happiness are thrown open,
the approach of the great day (Christmas) has rcjoiced the hearts of rich and
poor, and given satisfaction to the whole world. Your well wisher, considers

this a favourable opportunity of calling to recollection his great attachment, and
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(of approaching your Exccllency,) he therefore embraces the occasion of the con-

gratulations of this auspicious day to call to your remembrance his fidelity.

God grant that this anniversary may be propitious to all your dependants.
Verse.

“ A thousand thanks that the great day is happily arrived, and has brought the
joyful tidings of pleasure and happiness! May the return of this day be
happy and fortunate, and may time bring you the return of many such days!”

"Co say more would exceed the proper limits.  May the shade of your benefi-

cence continue to encrease !

XV.

It is represented to his Excellency, the repository of bounty, the lord of bene-
ficence and generosity, the mine of liberality, the source of perfect favour,
may the shadow of his kindness continue !

Your gracious letter, exalting the head of your ancient and faithful servant and

dependant, which through your boundless kindness you were pleased to despatch,

raised the head of your attached and devoted servant to the pinnacle of glory and
greatness, how shall T express my gratitude for such an honour, and so distin-
guished a favour? May the Almighty preserve and guard you till the day of
sunmons (judgment) and prosper and benefit your dependants by the auspices
of your good fortune and authority, my constant desire by day and night for
the remainder of my existence, will be to evince my fidelity and sincerity, but
the few moments of uncertain life which remain, must be spent in the regrets of
absence and scparation. Your humble servant having clothed himself with

patience and endurance, passes his time in the cell of retirement and disappoint-
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ment. If you will speak a single word for your most humble servant to his
Lordship, may his prosperity endure! it will have the effect of the philosopher’s
stone on the copper of the fate of your unfortunate friend. It was not thought

proper to say more. May the shade of your beneficence and kindness be

extended !
See Plate 19.

XVL

It is represented at the place of petitioning the servants of the Nuwab of high

dignity, the lord of bounty and gencrosity, the most liberal of mankind, may

his prosperity and fortune endure !
ArTER performing the dutics of respeet, which is the laudable practice of depen-
dants, it is represented that your humble servant quitted Calcutta on the 12th of
the month Suffer, and by the grace of God, and the bounty of your Excellency,
arrived in safety at Benaras, on the 7th of Rubby al Avul, where he is con-
stantly cmployed in prayer for your eternal prosperity, and calling to recollection
the favours and kindnesses you have conferred on him, “ If cvery hair of my
head was a speaking tongue, they could not in any degree express the grati-
tude that I feel for this great bencficence.” May God cver protect and establish
your Excellency on the scat of authority and prosperity, and may He cause
your shadow long to be extended over the heads of mankind ! It was proper to

represent this. God grant that the sun of prosperity and good fortune may
continue to shine!
N. B. Some particulars have been omitted from this letter, which gives it the

appearance of a fictitious one, but it is not so. The writers of several of these
letters being alive, their names are suppressed.

See No. I1. Plate 20.
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142 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

XVII.
May the lord of high dignity, the source of bounty and beneficence, be long
preserved !
AFTER the most humble salutation, and expressing the desire of paying my
personal respeets, which is the chicef object of my wishes, and the earnest desire
of my heart, it is represented to your sun-enlightened mind, that three months
ago T addressed  a petition to your Excellency, containing a description of my
misery and distress ; I trust that it was received, but owing to my adverse fate,
I have not yet been favoured with an answer; I am still in expectation, but so
much distressed, that life is become bitter. Your petitioners, who have hitherto
been supported by your bounty, are now so overwhelmed with debts and other
annoyances, that they have not a moment’s rest or quiet. As you have always
been our protector, and we have no other support, our hope therefore is, that from
your abundant kindness and universal benevolence, you will bestow on us a
sum, that will relieve us from the torture of debt, and the demands of credi-
tors, that we may be constantly employed arfd occupied in praying for the dura-
uon of your prosperity, and an increase of life ; doubtless such an action will be
csteemed worthy of recompense-in the next world, and the cause of your cele-

brity in this, May the days of prosperity and glory continue to encrease !
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144 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

XVIIL

May the possessor of high dignity, the kind and courteous, the fountain of gene-
rosity and bencvolence, the place of hope of his humble servants be pros-
perous.

AFTER performing the dutics of respect, it is represented to your enlightened

and friendly mind, that by the approach of the great day (Christmas) the doors

of happiness and joy have been thrown open to all mankind, and the sound of
the drums of hilarity and rejoicing reverberate through the whole world. God
grant that the innumerable congratulations of this world-illuminating day may
prove happy and auspicious to the person of the bestower of bounty to man-
kind! T request that you will consider your humble servant as your sincere
well wisher, and that you will continue to honour me by your correspondence.

May your dignity and prosperity daily encrease !

XIX.

May the possessor of high dignity, the mine of generosity and goodness be ever
prosperous !
THE grief of scparation is not of that nature, that even the smallest portion of it
should be inscribed by the double-tongued pen, and the melancholy of absence
is not of that degree, that even the minutest part of it should be contained in
the expanse of explanation; I therefore turn the reins of the swift paced
steed of the pen of friendship from that boundless plain, and guide him towards
the object of my desire (addressing you), and which is, that on the 9th of Janu-
ary, 1620, I wrote a lctter informing you that I had been appointed Cazy, and
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146 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

delivered it to Mr. William , in order to be forwarded to you, I have
at this time becn informed that it was not sent to Europe; this circumstance
caused me much shame and regret. About two months ago Mr. Huddlestone,
may his prosperity endure ! presented me the compliments and congratulations
of that mine of goodness, on the said appointment, and explained to me some
pleasantries inscribed by your pen, and informed me of that which I am always
most anxious for, viz. your good health and welfare ; this information afforded
me much joy and happiness. At this time I have lcarned from Mr. Huddlestone,
that you arc about to be appointed professor to the College in Europe, and
that you would not return to this country. Although, when I considered that
a residence in onc’s own country is better and pleasanter than travelling, as afford-
ing the opportunity of constantly seeing one’s relations and intimate friends, I was
much rejoiced ; but when I reflected, that there was no chance of our cver again
meeting, grief and melancholy took complete possession of me. Alas ! what can
1 do? Europe is far distant, and your absent and distressed friend without the
means, otherwise I should certainly hasten thither. Helpless, I submit to fate, but
day and night I pray, that the glorious God will preserve that mine of goodness,
in whatever place he may be, in perfect health and happiness. I cannot express

to you the kindness and favour shewn me by Mr. William, and the other gentle-

moen, (may their prosperity endure!) which is every day encreasing. By the grace
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148 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

of God, the affairs of your humble scrvant are in a prosperous state, and I am

day and night anxious to hear the joyful tidings of your hcalth and welfare. 1

request that you will constantly rejoice me by writing on this subject.  Further,

may the days of good fortune and prosperity ever correspond with your desires !
Your unworthy Servant,

Mohammed Kudderet Allah.
Madras, 15tk of October, 1820.
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150 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

CHAPTER VL

LETTERS FROM A GENTLEMAN HIGH IN THE CIVIL
SERVICE OF BENGAL, TO SEVERAL CHIEFS AND PRINCES
OF HINDUSTAN, &c.

I.

Answer to the Letter of the Nuwab Munny Begum.
Dated, 13th of January, 1800.*
Your kind and friendly letter, expressive of the great regret you experienced
on hearing of the indisposition of your humble servant, and afterwards of the
happiness and comfort you derived from being informed that I had recovered,
with the other proofs of your attention and kindness, conveyed by my good
friend, Nasir Mohammed Khan, honoured me by its arrival, and its contents
were perfectly understood. Tully impressed with the extent of the kind-
ness and friendship expressed in your cpistle, I feel truly grateful and thank-
ful for this honour, may God preserve that illustrious and benevolent lady !
In consequence of the coldness of the weather, your humble servant felt unwell

for some days, but at present, through the grace of God, and the good wishes

* The letters in this chapter having been transcribed from the rough copy or
draught, do not contain the A2kab or exordium ; but enough of this style has
been given in the preceding chapters.
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152 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

of your Highness, I feel perfectly restored. I request, that considering your
humble servant as always anxious to hear of your health and welfare, you will

honour me by writing an account of it.  What further can I say ?

I1.

Answer to the Letter of Raja Oudiet Narain Sing Behadur.
Dated, 29th of February, 1801.

Your kind and friendly letter, stating that in consequence of the representation
of the learned Moolavy Derveish Aly, you were aware of my friendly endca-
vours in your affairs, with other expressions of your kindness and friendship,
rejoiced me by its arrival, and its contents were perfectly comprehended; all the
circumstances have been explicitly made known by the aforesaid Moolavy.
Please God, at an appropriate time the business will be taken into considera-
tion, I am hopeful that regarding me as always desirous of hearing of your well-
fare, you will constantly rejoice and make me happy by your pleasing letters.

What further need T add ?

II1.

Answer to the Special Favour (Letter) of Kutluck Sultin Begum.
Dated, 13th of March, 1801.

I was highly honoured by the arrival of your Highness’s special favour, on the

subject of the conclusion of the month of Ramzan, and the joyful approach

of the auspicious Eed, and the happiness thereby excited in your sacred mind.
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154 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

This proof of your Highness's favour, elevated and raised me beyond expression
(literally, to the Pleiades) ; may the glorious God preserve the angelic person of
that illustrious and beneficent lady ! and may he render the blessings and bene-
volent actions of such a festival, fortunate and auspicious to the dependants
of the threshold guarded by angels ! T trust that through your great favour,
you will reckon your faithful servant as one of your most attached dependants,
and that you will constantly distinguish, honour, and rejoice him, by your gra-

clous epistles. To say more would exceed the limits of respect.

Note. The month of Ramzan is the Mohammedan fast, the Iled the suc-
ceeding new moon, which is a day of great rejoicing.

IV.

Answer to the Letter of the Nuwab Nesserut Jung Behadur (of
Dacca.)
Dated, 20th of April, 1801.
Your kind and friendly letter, together with your cpistle addressed to his Excel-
lency the Governor General Behadur, may his prosperity endure ! expressing
your congratulations on the anmiversary of Christmas, was delivered by my
friend, Ray Rajib Lochun ; its contents were perfectly understood, and afforded
me much pleasure. In compliance with your desire, I presented your letter to
his Excellency, and having obtained an answer thereto have delivered it to the

aforesaid Ray, who will forward it to you. I trust that you will ever consider
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156 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

me as desirous of hearing of your welfare, and that you will constantly rejoice
and render me happy by your kind and pleasing letters. What further can I
add.
V.
Answer to the Letter of Raja Jhan Lal, (one of the Ministers at
Luchnow.)
Dated, 20th of April, 1801.

Your pleasing letter, together with one addressed to his Excellency, the most
noble Marquis Wellesley, Governor General Behadur, may his prosperity endure!
containing a bill of exchange, as an offering on the great festival, (Christmas
Day) arrived, and rejoiced me ; its contents were understood.  Your letter and
the bill of exchange were laid before his Fxcellency, and a gracious answer has
been written. but declining your friendly offering ; in consequence, the bill of
exchange has been returned, and is enclosed in his Excellency’s gracious letter,
and will safely reach you. 1 hope, that considering me always desirous of hear-

ing of your welfare, you will constantly rejoice and make me happy by your

.
’

pleasing letters,

VI.
Answer to the Letter of Almas Aly Khan Behadur, (Collector
General of Oude.)
Dated, 22d September, 1801.

Your friendship-encreasing letter on the subject of your satisfaction and happi-
ness, on learning the joyful tidings of the arrival of his Ixcellency, Lord Wel-
lesly Behadur, may his prosperity endure ! at (Allahabad,) attended by your
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160 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

teem such recollection as a proof of the perfect courtesy and gracious conde-
scension of your Excellency. In fact, your humble servant was very unwell for
above a month, but praise be to God, the disorder which attacked me begins to
be cured, and I hope through the grace of God, the universal physician, that
I shall shortly be perfectly restored to healths; I trust your Excellency will
recollect me in your prayers. I hope that considering your humble servant,
as ever desirous and wishing for accounts of your health and welfare, you will
frequently rejoice and honour him by your kind and gracious letters. What

further can be added?

VIII.

Answer to the Letter of Sultan Mohammed Meerza, (one of the
Descendants of the Stffy family of Persia.)
Dated, 10th January, 1802.
Tre gracious and courteous letter of your Highness, conveying your friendly
and kind sentiments, and consulting me on the subject of your coming to Cawn-
poor, together with the despatch addressed to his Excellency, the Governor
General Behadur, may his prosperity endure ! honoured and gladdened me by
its safe and happy arrival, and its contents were perfectly understood. Although
the proximity of your Highness offers an opportunity of gratifying the most
anxious desire and ardent wish of my heart, to pay my respects ; nevertheless,
as it is expected that the Governor’s camp (literally, circle of fortune) will

remain only a short time at Cawnpoor, and as it is the intention of his Excel-
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162 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

lency to proceed direct to Lucknow, under these circumstances it does not
appear requisite, that your Highness should take the trouble of such a journey.
If it please God, after the arrival of the camp of his Excellency at Lucknow, a
meeting replete with joy and satisfaction will take place. A letter from his
Excellency in reply to your Higlnesss despatch has been written, and is enclosed
in the letter of your humble scrvant, after being submitted to your illustrious
perusal, the high degree of happiness his Excellency feels (on this occasion)
will be manifest ; I trust that considering your humble servant as one of your
attached dependants ; until (an opportunity offers of) paying my respects, you

will oblige and rejoice me by your gracious letters respecting your welfare.

IX.
Answer to the Letter of the Princess Khedije Begum.
Dated, 11th January, 1802.
Your gracious and kind letter, expressive of your happiness on receiving
intelligence of the arrival of the camp of his Excellency Lord Wellesley
Behadur, (may his prosperity endure) at this city, and the sending of your
agent, Bija Lal, in order to represent some confidential circumstances to his
Excellency, together with a despatch addressed to his Excellency, with
other proofs (literally, degrees) of your friepdship and courtesy, honoured
and rejoiced me by its arrival ; what was written was perfectly comprehended

According to the dircctions of your Highness, I introduced the aforesaid
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agent to his Excellency, which gave him an opportunity of presenting your
despatch to his Lordship; whatever answer shall be dictated, having reduced
to writing, shall be delivered to the aforesaid agent. I hope, that consider-
ing your humble servant ever anxious to hear of your Highness's health
and welfare, you will constantly honour and rejoice him by your gracious

letters.

X

Answer to the Letter of the Raja of Arracan, by order of his
Excellency Marquis Wellesley, Governor General, &c.

Dated, 27th of January, 1802.

'THE letter of that friend addressed to His Excellency the Governor General
Behadur, may his prosperity endure ! which reached the Judge of Chittagong,
on the 17th of last month, and which the aforesaid gentleman forwarded ; was
Jaid before his Excellency, by whose orders I have now to communicate, that
after the perusal of your letter, and having considered the claims made by you
on the part of your sovercign, he has commanded me to say, that the measures
which were adopted sometime ago by this government, in compliance with the

wishes of your sovereign, respecting the fugitives from Arracan, were dictated
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by a regard of justice, and according to the rules and customs between states ;
and his Excellency does not require that they should be altered or deviated
from. But that friend, not considering the power and greatness of the Gover-
General, or the English government, nor taking into contemplation the pros-
perity and advantage to his own monarch, has made use of some bold expres-
sions iu his letter, respecting the invading the territory of this government.
In answer to this, I am commanded by his Excellency to say, that the use
of such bold expressions, by that friend, have caused him much dissatisfaction
and unecasiness, and his Lordship thinks it probable, that such presumption
and intention is not authorized by his Majesty, nor can his Excellency believe
that his Majesty will approve of such unreasonable and improper steps,
causing animosity, as you have taken; nor that he will suffer your want of
judgment to be the means of cutting the thread of concord and friendship,
which has so long united ‘the two states. But in the event of this vain and
foolish intention of invading the English territory, being determined in
your mind, on the instant of your advance, an Iinglish army from Chitta-
gong will be ready and prepared to oppose your army, and the whole of

the country of Ava, but more particularly your province, will be ruined by
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the war and contention. But as it is the desire of his Excellency, that strife
and ammosity should not take place, and that he wishes to preserve the de-
arees of amity and friendship with the King, who is an old friend and attached
allv of the English government, he has ordered me to inform that friend, that
it is the intention of his Excellency, immediately to appoint Lieutenant Colonel
Michael Symes to the court of his Majesty, and that the aforesaid gentleman
will have full powers to discuss the subjects of your letter and negotiate some
other affairs, which will be highly advantageous to his Majesty’s government ;
and as the aforesaid Colonel is one of the confidential and trust-worthy persons
attached to his Excellency, and had formerly the honour of attending his
Majestv’s court, and is well acquainted with all the different ceremonies and cus-
toms (fiterally, degrees) ; on this account his Excellency has strong hopes that
the appointment of the aforesaid Colonel will be attended with great benefits and

advantages to both states. What more need be added ?
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CHAPTER VIIL

LETTERS FROM AND TO THE COURT OF PERSIA.

L
Draught of a Letter from Shah Abbas II. ¢0 Dara Shekoh.
A4.D.1659.%

TaE plant of the garden of friendship and concord, the first fruits of amity and
attachment, the wine of the repository of intimacy and regard, the effervescence
of the cellar of affection and esteem, viz. your incomparable epistle, fortunately
arrived in the auspicious moment, when the mistress of happiness fully adorned,
was in my bosom, and the cup-bearer of hope held in his hands the goblet of
success and enjoyment, and (by its arrival) swectened the flavour of joy and
satisfaction, and gave a brilliancy of colouring to the asscmbly resembling para-
dise.+ The wine of (the intelligence of) the arrival of that ornament of the

crown and throne in the vicinity of our boundless empire, gave an additional

enjoyment to our delight,
Verse.

The happiness of friends is doubled by the letter of a friend, for the delight of
the society of friends, is the epistle of a friend.

* See Dow’s Hindostan, Vol. I11. page 291.
+ This monarch was much addicted to wine, &c. See Malcolm’s History of

Persia, page 562,
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That which was expressed by your eloquent pen respecting the revolutions of
the times, the changes of fortune, and the disturbed state of Hindiistan, was
clearly reflected in the mirror of our friendly mind ; it must be evident to your
penetrating understanding, which is a glass, displaying the true appearance of
all events, that the world-enlightening sun, in consequence of the revolution of
the sphere, is subject to be eclipsed and overshadowed by dense clouds, but that
this circumstance does not diminish its splendour or magnificence, nor destroy
its illuminating powers, nor by such accidents is the colour of its splendid
countenance any way changed. Confiding in the favour of the creator of heaven
and earth, and the support of your sincere friends, keep your mind tranquil,
and do not defile the pure fountain of faith with the dust of despondency, for
through the divine grace, the bright morning arises from the blackest night,
and the darkest clouds are compelled to disperse on the appearance of the world-
Ulumining sun. That which you stated, respecting the sending of troops, and
your being in possession of the province of Bicker, was perfectly understood
and comprehended ; but as our desire for the pleasure of secing you exceeds all
bounds, it appears more consistent with the duty of friendship, and more con-
formable with the practice of affection and regard, that in the company and
society of each other, we should renew the foundation of friendship laid by our
illustrious ancestors,* and that after the gratification of meeting, and your hav-
ing seen a portion of our boundless kingdom of Persia, and having had an
opportunity of conversing and consulting with us, then by the grace of the crea-
tor of man and genie, the object of all your Highness’s desires shall be accom-

* Shah Tahmasp and Homayon. See Dow's History, Vol. IL. page 193.
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plished in the most complete manner. On the subject of your wish of bringing
certain articles from that province, a royal order has been sent to Zulfekar
Khan, to act as he may think proper. If it please God, after laying the
foundation of friendship, your auspicious mind will not be content with the
insignificant corner of Bicker, for our all-powerful mind has in contemplation
some very important affairs respecting that confidant of our royal secrets. 1In
order to supply the wants of your Highness, and to observe the proper ceremo-
nies and insure respect, we have appointed A. B. who is well acquainted with
all the customs of our court, and in a short time he will have the honour of
waiting on you. Let not your illustrious mind be cast down by the occurrence
of such events or accidents, all will terminate happily. May the sun of success,

rising from the horizon of prosperity, and secure from adversity, continue to
shine, and be resplendent !
Note. This letter is taken from a thick volume of the correspondence of

Shih Abbas I1.; itis written in the Shafia hand (see plate No. 6.) dated A. H.
1204, (A. D. 1790) and was brought from Persia by the late Major Campbell.

IL.

Letter from General Malcolin fo Myrza Reza, Secretary to his

Majesty the King of Persia. A.D. 1808.

As long as the streaks of the morning dawn shall break forth from the horizon
of felicity, to illuminate the face of the world, and the lover giving light to
the universe (the sun), shall raise the veil from the heart alluring (countenance)
of the eastern (horizon of ) beauty ; may the dawn of prosperity and fortune,
and the sun of authority and greatness, continue to shine from the horizon of
good wishes and auspicious desires! After displaying the rays of the sparkling

star of friendship, and after manifesting the luminous aurora of amity, it is repre-
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sented to your enlightened, friendly, and exalted mind,® that although I some-
time ago wrote to you respecting my arrival at the port of 4bu Shekhr, and of my
intention to send the Honourable Captain Paisley, who is my deputy and repre-
sentative, and who is also nearly connected to me, to the royal court. At this
time the said gentleman having set out for the purpose of conveying my dispat-
ches,and representing someicircumstances, and tokiss the imperial threshold, guar.
ded by angels, of his Majesty, powerful as destiny, exalted as Saturn, elevated as
Jupiter, served by monarchs, possessor of the pomp of Solomon, and the cups
of Jemsheid and Alexander, superior to Darius or Alexander! I again move
the chain of friendship, and use the pen of amity and affection, to request that
on the arrival of the aforesaid personage at the imperial court, you will shew
him every atttention and kindness, and that if it please God, he may have the
honour of being presented to his Majesty (the shadow of God) and having ob-
tained the objects of my wishes and solicitations, he may be permitted to return.
Such conduct will doubtless be the cause of an encrease of friendship, and the
source of amity and unanimity. What further trouble should I give, always
till the period of a happy meeting, rejoice and render happy your sincere friends,

by your correspondence, commissions, and commands.

* It having been thought that the Persians are not so fond of metaphor as
the natives of India, I have endeavoured to make the translation literal.
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III.
Letter to the Ministers of the Imperial Court from Gen. Malcolm.
4. D. 1808.

As long as the expanse of the seven heavens shall be illumined and adorned by
the presence of the golden sun, may the torches of success, fortune, glory, and
prosperity, and the tapers of happiness, felicity, and greatness, illuminate the
mansions of the illustrious servants (of the court) and brighten the cyes of its
dependants and friends! After lighting the lamp of affection and friendship
with the oil of salutation and request, it is represcnted to the strong reflecting
mirror of your mind, that whereas the diver of the heart of friendship is con-
stantly immersed in the sea of anxiety, in the hope that by some laudable
means the valuable pearls of his desire (that is, either messages or letters con-
taining an account of your welfare) may be fished up from the bottom of the
sca of affection, and safely landed on the shore (of possession), and that the
doors and walls of the hospitable mansion of your heart being inlaid with every
wish, spiritual or terrestrial, may constantly receive an increase of joy and happi-
ness. Wherefore at this fortunate and auspicious time, I am arrived at the
port of Abusheher,* in order to renew the customs of friendship and amity, by

again shaking the chain of unity and concord between the two illustrious states,

Called by Europeans, Bushire.
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* The title of the second minister is 4meen Addowleh, (the plural of which
is Amina, &c.) the title of the prime minister is Amad-addowleh, and Sudderi
Azeem. See Sir John Malcolm’s History of Persia, pages 35-G. See also VIth
letter of this chapter.
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and have sent the Honourable Captam Paisley, who is one of my particular
friends and near connections, with my despatches to the court of his Imperial
Majesty, powerful as destiny, the shadow of God. I hope that you will evince
towards him the laws of kindness and friendship, and that at a proper time you
will make known the objects of his wishes and requests to the confidential servants
of the imperial and heavenly court, that, please God, by your illustrious protection
and support, he may attain the objects of his mission, and having received his
audicnce of leave from the royal court, and having attained the end of his endea-
vours may return to me.* I trust that on all subjects and in every situation, you
will extend your kindness and friendship towards him, as this was the sole object
(of this letter), I will not trouble you farther. My request and expectation from
your good nature, is that as long as I shall be deprived of beholding the rays of
the sun of the cheeks of happiness, and the honour of a delightful meeting, you
will constantly rejoice and exhilarate me by the diffusion of the sparkling stars of
your joyful and luminous pen, that is, by your friendly letters inscribed by the
pen of affection and amity. Further, may the stars of long life, fortune, and
prosperity continue to rise and shine from the horizon of all eternity, in the name

of the Jord of his servants !

* The whole of this paragraph beginning with “1I hope,” contains but two Per-
sian verbs.
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IV.
General Malcolm to Myrza Buzurg Ferahy. 4. D. 1808.

As long as the verdant garden of the heavens shall be filled with the variegated
flowers of the sun and moon, and the orchard of the world be gladdened and
filled by the blossoms of day and night, may the tree of the existence of that
illustrious person be refreshed and saturated by the rills of fortune, glory, and
exaltation, and may the meadows of success, power, and glory, by containing
the odoriferous herbs of safety and security become the envy of the gardens of
paradise, after ornamenting the garden of friendship with the various coloured
roses of amity, it is inscribed on the page of affection and concord, that I some-
time ago wrote you a short letter respecting my arrival at Abuskeher, and other
subjects, at this time having despatched Captain Paisley to the Imperial Court
of his Majesty, powerful as destiny, the shadow of God, for the purpose of deli-
vering my letters, and some other objects of importance, it appeared proper that
I should again put in motion the chain of friendship, to state, that as the afore-
said person is my deputy and representative, and one of my near connections, my
request and hope from that binder of the volume of friendship and affection is,
that after he (Captain Paisley) shall have the honour of waiting on you, you will
evince to him your courtesy and kindness, and that you will be his protector on

All occasions, and that you will not be remiss or deficient in obtaining for him
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the object of his wishes, and at a suitable time procuring for him the honour of
paying his respects, and of presenting my petition at the heavenly and Imperial
threshold, and exert yourselfin such a manner that the aforesaid gentleman may
be honoured by the royal favour and kindness ; and having attained his object,
may be permitted to return. I trust that onno occasion you will withhold your
kindness and attention from him. The way of friendship and affection, and the
custom of sincerity and purity, require that till the period of a happy meeting
youwill constantly write me an account of your welfare, and favour me with your
commands and commissions, that in performing of them, I may have an oppor-
tunity of evincing my sincerity. Further, may the days of greatness, fortunc, and

prosperity, be propitious, in the name of the Lord of glory, and of his servants ¢

V.

The Representation of General Malcolm, fo the Prince Hussenaly
Mirza, Governor of the Province of Pars.

THE least of your faithful and ancient servants having made the dust of the
threshold guarded by angels, the collyrium of the eyes of his hope and expec-
tation, represents at the place of petitioning, the servants of the heavenly.court,
exalted as the stars, the pupil of the cye of sovereignity, and the star of the
forehead of dominion, the pearl of the casket of royalty and authority, the
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splendid star of the sign of fortune and success, the polisher of the jewel of sense
and understanding, the supporter of the throne, the light of the eye of greatness
and prosperity, the steed of the garden of authority and glory, the blazing taper
of the court of royalty, the illuminating lamp of the assembly of fame, may God
strengthen the pillars of his state till the day of resurrection ! That at this fortu-
nate period, by the grace of God, on the 14th of the present month, your Yaithful
servant, full of hope and confidence, arrived at the celebrated port of Abusheher,
and has been appointed byhis Excellency, the Nuwab of high dignity and exalted
station, the Governor General of India, his plenipotentiary, for the adjustment
of all matters between the two illustrious states. God be praised! that I have
been again appointed to this station, and that T shall be again honoured and
distinguished by your boundless favour and kindness, and shall be constantly
employed in testifying my gratitude and sense of the obligations. At this time I
have despatched the honourable and illustrious Captain Charles Paisly, who is my
deputy, and representative, and one of my near and respected connections, for the
purpose of conveying ny petition to the court of his Majesty, the asylum of the
world, whose tents are exalted as the heavens, powerful as saturn, the monarch
formidable as Jupiter, the lord of the armies of Mars, and I embrace this oppor-
tunity of forwarding this my faithful and sincere address, to the presence of
your Royal Highness. I hope and feel confident in your boundless kindness and
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188 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

favour, that you will issue your illustrious commands that the aforesaid gentle-
man shall not be detained, but forwarded immediately to the heavenly court
and Kaba of his wishes, for the purpose of obtaining the object of his mission.
Further, may the most noble, most sacred, and most illustrious orders be ever
obeyed !

VL
Petition of General Malcolm ¢o His Majesty the King of Persia.

THE least of your ancient slaves, having made the dust of the most sacred army,
which is escorted and accompanied by the bounties of heaven, and associated
with eternal victory, the collyrium of the eye of his hopes and success, and the
crown of the head ofhis servitude and submission, represents at the petitioning
place of those who stand at the threshold of the heavenly court, the asylum of the
world, and of those who obtain entrance to the celestial chamber of his Majesty,
powerful as fate, exalted as the Pleiades, dignified as Jupiter, elevated as Saturn,
brave as Mars, glorious as Feridoun, possessor of the resplendent cup of Jem-
sheid, superior to Darius or Alexander, the King owner of the ring of Solo-
mon, sovereign of the'age and of the world, ruler of the sea and land, the shadow
of God op the earth, may God extend the shadow of his justice over the whole
universe, that, impressed with a due sense of gratitude for the boundless favours
conferred by your Majesty, on this your faithful servant, ever since his taking
leave of your imperial court, the seat of equity, the claws of desire again to
visit the Kaba of the threshhold guarded by angels, have ever kept hold of
the collar of his faithful heart, and his constant supplication and hope from the
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court of God, has been that an opportunity might occur of again kissing the steps
of your heavenly and Imperial court. Praise be to God that the arrow of the
prayer of your faithful servant, has completely hit the target of acceptance, for at
this fortunate time, his Excellency, exalted as the stars, the Governor General of
India, aware that your faithful slave is one of the ancient attached persons and
well wishers of the threshold guarded by angels, and one of its most trust-
worthy servants, has appointed and commanded me to communicate some pro-
posals, founded on the preservation of friendship, and comprehending some
objects for the mutual advantage and credit of, and for confirming the union
between the two illustrious and exalted states, in a sincere and candid manner
to the ministers of your Majesty, therefore trusting and confiding in the grace and
favour of your Majesty, I am arrived at the celebratedlport of Abusheher, and
have despatched Captain Charles Paisley, who is one of the near connec-
tions and dependants of this servant of the magnificent threshhold, and
who had formerly the happiness of paying his respects at the imperial court,
in order to convey the said proposals, and to be the bearer of this humble
address to your Majesty, my request and hope from the boundless bene-
volence of your Majesty is, that you will cast a single ray of your favour
on the plain of the hopes and security of the aforesaid gentleman, and that
you will accede to the petition and request of your slave, and that you will
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192 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

(shortly) give the aforesaid gentleman leave to return, as it will doubtless prove
the attainment of elevation, and of the expectations of your faithful servant ; as
the object was appropriate, I have taken the boldness and liberty to represent
this. Further, may the most illustrious, most noble, most exalted, most glorious,
and most sacred orders be obeyed ! A.H. 1228,

Note. The result of these letters may be found in the 480th page of the
East India Military Calendar.

VII.
Letter from the Prime Minister, Mirza Shuffai.

Direction.

May this friendly letter be perused by his Excellency the illustrious, exalted, and
dignified Sir Gore Ousely, Baronet, the chosen of the noble followers of Jesus,
the Messiah, and the most distinguished of ministers, Ambassador from the
English Government.

May my noble, kind, beloved, exalted, and distinguished friend,* ever enjoy

rank, happiness, and welfare, and being protected from all the misfortunes of time,

and calamities of life be prosperous and successful ! After manifesting the cus-
toms of friendship and amity, it is represented to your intelligent mind, that
your kind and friendly letter arrived at a most fortunate time; as the subject
of it was respecting your good health and welfare, it afforded me great joy and
satisfaction. Although the degrees of friendship manifested by your Excellency,
are well appreciated, and, like mine, are incalculable (by common minds), yet

¢ These epithets are all placed in the vocative case, an idiom I do not recol-
lect to have before met with.
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at this time, in consequence of the information communicated by the illustrious,
the exalted, the majestic of high dignity, the confidant of the Emperor, my dear
brother, the Ameen Addowleh (2nd minister), respecting your attachment and
friendship, your superior intelligence, and other good qualities, encreased my
affection, and added to the very strong desire I had of secing you. In fact,
the foundation of friendship is now so laid, that nothing stronger can possibly
be conceived. The respectful letter forwarded by your Excellency, was pre-
sented to the luminous sight, resplendent as the sun, of his most sacred majesty,
the Kibleh of the world, may his power encrease and prosper ! and your strong
attachment, fidelity, sincerity, and good services, were represented in a suitable
manner, at the foot of the heavenly throne, and was the cause of great friend-
ship and boundless favour of his majesty towards you, who in speaking of your
Excellency, expressed himself with extreme condescension and esteem. That
which was written on the subject of your Excellency continuing some time at
the seat of royalty, Isfahan,* was very proper, and was represented to his ma-
jesty (who signified), that whereas at the end of the illustrious month Shaban,
the victorious army would return to the capital, (Tcheran) your Excellency’s
proceeding towards the heavenly court at this time would be giving you much
trouble. Please God, as soon as the royal army is about to return, I will take

® See 1st Chapter, 8d Volume, of Sir William Ouseley’s Travels.
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care to send you timely information, so that you may accompany my fortunate
brother, the Ameen Addowleh, from the seat of royalty, Isfahan, to the seat of
government, Teheran, where you will have an opportunity of obtaining the
honour of paying your respects to his Majesty, and your absent friend will
have the happiness of being personally introduced to your Excellency. A royal
order in answer to your respectful letter, has had the honour of manifestation,
and is herewith forwarded ; it will exalt and distinguish your Excellency. The
customs of sincere friendship require, that you should constantly rejoice me by
messages and letters, containing accounts of your welfare, and by signifying any
commissions or business you may have, that in executing them I may fulfil the
duties of esteem and regard. *
Dated, 17th of Rejib, 1226, answering to July, 1811.

VIIL

Letter from the King of Persia, to the Chairman of the Hon. East
India Company.

Recetved, October, 1620.

Seal.
Pearl of the Sea of War.
Bk it known to the great, illustrious, wise, puissant, governor and manager of
the public affairs, the Chairman of the East India Company, whom we parti-
cularly distinguish by our favour; That the illustrious and faithful servant,
the chosen of the followers of the Messiah, Major Lindsay, who is onc of the
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officers of your Excellency’s army, having been several years in this country,
has executed every service that has been entrusted to him with the greatest
energy and courage, and has given us much contentment and satisfaction, and
his services have been rewarded by both states ; having at this time requested
leave of absence on account of his private affairs, we have granted him leave.

But, as it isstipulated in the Treaty, that several English officers shall always
remain in this country, it is expected that your Excellency, in consideration of
the union between the two states, will be careful that his business may be
quickly accomplished, as we have constantly occasion for him, or some other in
his lieu, and that he may return without delay.

Also, in consideration of his services to our illustrious state, the insignia of
the Lion and the Sun have been conferred on him, and as the orders of the two
states are one, and there is no distinction or difference between them, it is due
from your friendship, that he may be permitted to wear the said msignia (in
England) as, in consequence of our union, the honours of one state are the same
as the honours of the other.

Whatever important affairs you may have, signify them.

I conclude with good wishes.
(or may the termination be happy.)
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IX.
Letter from the King of Persia to Sir Gore Ouseley, &c. &c.

In the name of the Iligh God, wonderful is his Majesty !
Seal.
The Servant of God—The Secal of Royalty
by (the decree ) of eternal fate
became fized in the hand
of the monarch of the age,

Futteh Aly, 1221.
Toghra Cypher.*

Our petition from the decrees of the great God, has always been, that the
exalted in dignity and station, the illustrious, intelligent, puissant, sincere, and
attached (servant), the chosen of great nobles, the selected of noble peers, Sir Gore
Ouseley, Baronet, may be ever highly distinguished by our Royal favour. Let
him know, that although, in consequence of the union between the two illustrious
states, every one of the servants of that magnificent kingdom (England), are in-
cluded in the royal favour,and distinguished by his Majesty’s regards,but as that
exalted personage had the homour of being presented at our court, and has exer-
ted bimself in preserving the advantages of this friendly connection, he is most
particularly honoured by our special esteem, and in consequence of our confidence
in his fidelity and attachment, and in virtue of the strict amity between the two
illustrious states, we have enrolled that exalted personage among Our servants.
Wherefore, we have at this time commanded, that the noble, exalted, clevated,

intelligent, the chosen of illustrious peers, the confidant of his Majesty, Mirza

*+ As the study of the Toghra is more curious than uscful, I have never paid
much attention to it, and therefore cannot vouch for my transcript being correct,
and have even some doubts whether the cypher may not be of the nature of
the Twrrek of the Turks, which is varied every reign.
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Abul Hussen Khan, the Ambassador Plenipotentiary of our puissant state,
shall proceed to England, for the purpose of strengthening the foundations of
amity, and delivering our royal and friendly letter. In manifesting our great
esteem by thus addressing to your Excellency our royal order, we confer,
doubtless, happiness on you, and in thus evincing to you our boundless favour,
it is notified, that as on former occasions, you were strenuous in the path of
duty, (it is expected) that in union with the illustrious ambassador you will exert
yourself in such a manner in this service, as to acquire the additional regards and
favour of his Majesty. There is no necessity for writing particulars to your
Excellency, as from the commencement till the termination (of the negotiation)
you have becn privy to every transaction, and a particular friendship also
exists between your Excellency, and the illustrious Ambassador. In this service
you will doubtless keep in view the responsibility due to this state, and it is
required, that whatever may be practicable from your intelligence and exertion
shall be fulfilled. Considering the royal and boundless favour extended
towards you, whatever objects or wants you may have in this country, state them
in your respectful letters to our inspired court, that in consequence of our royal
favour and esteem, they may obtain the honour of accomplishment and fulfil-
ment, the manifestation of fidelity will always insure the attention of the royal
mind towards your Excellency.
Dated, 11th of the month Rejib al Marijeb, 1234,
Corresponding with the month of May, 1819.

Here follow the signatures or seals of thirteen of the ministers, or other pub-

lic officers.
See Plate 28.
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CHAPTER VIIIL

MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS.

L.

Copy of the Perwaneh or Order, sent by the Nuwab Jafer Khan,
the Arranger of the Kingdom, the Axis of Public Affairs (Com-
mander of the Army of Alumgire Aurungzebe).

Dated 26 of the Month of Shaban, 1074, A. H. (March 1664, 4. D.)

LET the chosen of his equals, and the selected of his contemporaries, the pillar
of his countrymen and followers, the Captain* of the English Company,
know, that the petition which he despatched to the court of the asylum of the
world, was perused by his Majesty ; that which was written respecting the de-
tending and protecting their own houses and property, and the houses of the
other traders in the neighbourhood of that most distinguished of merchants, by
discharging cannon and musquets, and other warlike exertions, when Surat
was attacked by the scoundrel Sevagi, and of the injuries committed by those
wretches, and the plundering of other merchants, viz. Hajy Zahid and Surjy
Bohra, was represented at the exalted petitioning place, also a paper of inquiries
and the letter which I forwarded, were all submitted to his Majesty. Your

* The superintendant of the Company’s affairs at this time at Surat, was Sir
George Oxinden. Sce Bruce's Annals, 2nd Vol. page 145.
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206 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

endeavours to support and aid the inhabitants of the city, were highly approved
by the Emperor.  Be it know to that chosen of his contemporaries, that after
these circumstances had been represented to his Majesty, they were all corrobo-
rated by the public intelligencers of that place, and in consequence, the Empe-
ror being displeased with Rayit Khan, the governor, has removed him, and
appointed the noble and illustrious Ghias Addeen, in his place, and also through
his royal grace and bounty, has remitted to the Mobammedan and Hindu
merchants, to the Armenians, the Dutch, the English, and other Europeans,
and people of Malabar, who are in the habit of bringing jewels, gold, silver,
horses, and other articles, from various ports to Surat, and who carry from the
prosperous kingdom of Hindustan to other places, various articles, all the cus-
toms payable to government for one year. Beside this, in order to benefit the
situation of the Dutch and English, from whom less custom shall be taken than
from other merchants, from the 3 per cent. dutics, which were reccived on their
trade by government, another rupee per cent. shall be deducted, and a royal
order has been issued to the superintendants of affairs at the said port,
that for ever, the custom taken on their goods shall be only two per cent.® Let
them (the English, &c.) being sensible of the value of the royal bounty, be
duly thankful, and in proportion to their attachment to the heavenly court, they

may expect suitable rewards, What further need be written. ?

* By Sultan Shuja’s Firman, A. D. 1656, it appears that the duty in Bengal
was then four per cent. which he remitted.

In the year 1680, Aurungzebe added one and a half per cent. to the two
mentioned in this Jetter. See History of Bengal, pages 538, and 40.



deo! 9o 207

b ol doas of phro 2903 sty 5 puusians (Sb
e (oo ) lendaia) uodl (2t (o 20 oy 8
CSoweio & ko) Eyd 5 0 ol oy S0 T Lay
Sloy 5 3pep il G (G Slooi ;25 & Yol
My e g 39 gy )y adl L by el ) wodls )
0y 5 (ol 5 gy b S0y Wl LS
el 5 5B 5 U 5 Bl &S She ) K5 L9, 5K
b o sgond k) 5 00 (g0 e 2 ) At K3
S 83 5 o) gl il 5 el s gl
)3 5 1ab oy 0313 Slas Juky U ke Jos
aal 3 ) 13 T S 8 ol 5 acdy Jo
23 by e o) Syt K ley W Jpans
Oied NSy 2 85 il Ol o ey wop & )l
ot s ddinetdy xeleally £ty ob audlos o 7
ol a8l jp0e iy dro g i o Clage
FOLIIPELE SR WISPC P IVRRIRF FR IWRPE Yy W
dyasd 355 53 5 0T lay e K kit dr dble o3
Koy L& 834y auly c,C.i.'\.a aowl sl L 5\.§\g T

»

S
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IL
Credentials for Captain Charles Stewart.

WHEREAS it has been judged proper to appoint a person to act provisionally
in the capacity of Envoy on the part of this government, at the Court of Ava,
in the event of the indisposition or demise of Licutenant Colonel Symes, who
has been formally nominated to that situation, I, Richard Marquis Wellesley,
Knight of the Most Ilustrious Order of Saint Patrick, one of His Britannick
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, Captain General and Commander
in Chief of all the forces in the British Possessions in India, and Governor
General in Council at Fort William, in Bengal, for all the Forces and Affairs
of the British Nation in India, in virtue of the powers vested in me by the
King and Parliament of Great Britain, and by the East India Company, to
direct and control the political affairsof all the Company's settlements in India,
relying on your fidelity, prudence, and integl'ity; have appointed you provision-
ally to act in the capacity of my public Envoy at the Court of Ava, in the
event of the indisposition of, or demise of, Lieutenant Colonel Symes, and to do

and to transact all such business as shall have been givento Lieutenant Colonel
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210 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Symes in charge by me, and I hereby vest you with full powers to that effect,
under the limitations and restrictions prescribed in a letter of instructions to
your address, under the present date.

Given under my Hand, and the Seal of the Company, at Fort William in Ben-
gal, this Twenty-sixth day of April, in the year of Our Lord, One Thousand

Eight Hundred and Two.
WELLESLEY.

Company's Seal.

III1.

Newspapers.

I
He is (the omniscient, &c.)

Intelligence of the Imperial Court of Delhi, dated 4th of April,
1811, (corresponding with the 9th of Rubby al Avul, 5th of the

reign.)
THE occurrences of yesterday till mid-day have been stated, (in a former paper)
after which his Majesty, the shadow of God, took rest ; at the third Pakr* he

¥ A Pahr, or watch, is three hours ; the first commences at six o'clock, morn-
ing and evening. Each Pahr is divided into eight Ghurries.
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212 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

awoke and entered the private hall of audience; the Prince Ferrukh Nezad
(was introduced) on the occasion of the birth of his child, presented a petition
and an offering of five rupees, which were accepted, and his Majesty signed an
order on the said petition for a female dress of five pieces, and a brocade veil,
with two dresses for children, and fifteen rupees, ready money ; also on the pe-
tition of the Princess Noor al Nissa, an order for fifty rupees, addressed to
Asherut Aly Khan, (superintendent of the household.) Raja Jay Sing Ray pre-
sented an account of the monthly allowance to the different persons of the palace,
also a letter from Mr. Macpherson,* stating that the elder Princes refused to
take the allowance without an addition of money ; after perusing it, his Majesty
proceeded on a throne, (carried by men) to Mahtab garden, + to visit the shrine
of the Footstep of the Prophet, and according to daily custom, in commemora-
tion of the death (of Mohammed) having prepared twelve bottles of rose water
and two baskets of flowers, he remained attentively for}some time in the assembly
of the Derveishss, and having blessed the Sherbet, ordered it to be distributed.
He afterwards gave five rupees to a Moghul lately arrived, and also bestowed
four rupees and two rupees to each of the four Derveishes, His Majesty then pro-
ceeded to Noorghur, and having walked about the garden returned to the palace,
having listened for sometime to the representations of the attendants, performed
the evening prayer and having entered the haram, supped, and after a watch
of the night was passed, went to rest

* Superintendent of the royal estates.
+ The different quarters of the palace have specific names, these places arc
all within the fortress.
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214 ORIGINA LLETTERS.
II.

Intelligence respecting the Court of Hyderabad.
Dated, 3d April, 1811.

WHEN two Ghurrics of the day had clapsed, his Highnesss the Nizam awoke,
and gave orders that the (apartments called) Nuvied Mahl should be prepared,
and that the musicians and singers should be in readiness. Mooneer al Mulk
and Raja Chundoo Lal, &c. were in attendance, and having sent in their com-
pliments, forwarded some papers ;* his Highness having perused the papers re-
turned them ; they, the ministers, again looked over them ; a little before twelve
o’clock notice was given that the assembly might break up, and his Highness
went to rest. The female attendants represented that the minstrels were wait-
ing according to orders in the specified apartment, his Highness said, I will hear
them in the evening; about three o'clock, having arranged the affairs of the
haram, he retired into the private (gardens) and walked about. In the evening
his Highness proceeded to the Nuvied Mahl; the lord of requests, and the
minstrels (only) were present, when a Pa/r of the night had passed, they were

dismissed. Further, all is well.

II1.
Intelligence of Moneer al Mulk Behadur (the Minister).

Dated as above.
Havine awoke in the morning, and peformed the requisite duties, his Excel-
lency repaired to court, attended by the physician Selam, Mohammed Mah
Khan, Masoom Aly Khan, Khum Kern, and other official people, after sending
their éomplimcnts (to the Nizam), the minister continued in conversation
with Raja Chundoo Lal, and declivered to him a packet of letters from Mr.
Ledet, who sent them to the secretary Abd al Azeez. At mid-day his Excel

* It appears by the Hyderabad papers lately published, that the Nizam does
not interfere with public business, and scldom leaves the palace; that Moneer
al Mulk, is the nominal minister, but that Raja Chundoo Lal is the responsible
person and sole manager.
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216 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

lency returned home. After four Ghurries, Izut Yar Khan, the dmeen al
Mulk* having come, remained for some time in conversation and then took
leave. When three Ghurries of the day remained, his Excellency came out (of
the Haram) and conversed with Masoom Aly Khan, and Surjy Ram, &c. In
the evening he dismissed them. When three Ghurries of the night had elapsed,
the Ameen al Mulk came back, and having conversed, went away, after which

Bulwunt Ram came, and according to custom remained till midnight. Further,
all is well.

IVv.

Intelligence of the Court of the Nuwab, the Vizier of the Empire,
Saiadut Aly Khan, Behadur (of Oude).
Dated, 24th Rubby Assany, in Camp, 4. D. 1810.
YESTERDAY, when six Glurries of the day remained, Syviik Ram, the agent
of Mohammed Rhemut Aly Khan, Behadur, had the honour of paying his
respects, and in consequence of his house being situated in the vicinity of And-
huna, (place of encampmeut) presented fiftcen gold Mohrs, also as an offering of
hospitality, five hundred rupees in money, fifteen pots of oil (or butter), and
forty-one sheep or goats, which were accepted. His Highness then explained
something to Suraj Bhan, and sent him to communicate it to the Britisk Re-
sident ; the aforesaid person quickly returned with an answer to the message,
and brought a letter from the before mentioned personage, which his Highness
perused, after which he walked about the encampment, and having amused
himself, returned in the evening to his tent, and having supped gave orders for

the signal of march to be beat in the morning. When a Palr of the night had

* Another of the ministers.
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\
passed, he retired to rest. “Chis morning having awoke and performed the

usual ceremonies, said his pra;rers and read a portion of the Koran; after
which, accompanied by sons, relations, and other usual attendants proceeded
towards the new encampment. On the route, Behadur Sing, the ageut of
Mirza Khan, was introduced, and made an offering suitable to his rank. After
three Ghurries of the day, his Highness entered the camp on the plain of Hyder
Ghur, on which occasion a salute was fired trom the small guns* stationed
there ; Mirza Hajy had the honour of paying his respects, and verbally delivered
a message from the Resident, after comprchending it his Highness lay dow.
When a Pahr of the day had elapsed, his Highness aroset and proceeded 1o
the breakfasting tent, when Mohammed Afreen Aly, Tahscen Aly Khan,
Khuaji Hussen, Inshai Allah Khan, and other officers, had the happiness of
paying their respects. It was represented that Doctor Law was not well, upon
which his Highness ordered Imam Buksh to go to the aforesaid gentleman
and inquire the state of his health. His Highness then breakfasted, in com-
pany with several of the courtiers. Mirza Jafer Khan came, and having ver-
bally communicated some business went away, when a Pahr and a half of
the day had clapsed, his Highness dined and then lay down ; after mid-day
his Highness got up and commenced business. He perused the reports of the
Nuwab Yemeen Addowleh (thc minister), of Nescer Addowleh Behadur, of
Ray Ruttun Chund, of several collectors, and of the Moolavies of the courts of

justice ; Mirza Asghur Aly Khan, Moolavy Suddun, and other persons belong-

% Swivels carried by camels.
+ The Nuwab gencrally made these excursions in the very hottest time of the
year, and consequently began his march very carly.
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220 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

ing to the office attended, and presented their respective papers for his High-
ness’s signaturc; Ray Dya Kishen presented some papers which had been
ordered. Mirza Jud arrived, and presented a letter from the Resident, and
having verbally communicated some business, took leave. Two letters from
his Highness to Yemeen Addowleh, and Neseer Addowleh, and one for Ray
Ruttun Chund, were despatched. His Highness afterwards issued orders to
Mohammed Afreen Aly Khan, for sending forward the camp equipage to

Selympoor, which was done, but to morrow is a halt.

See Plate 24.
Note. The principle utility of reading these Newspapers, is the speedy ac-

quirement of the Shekesteh character, and a facility in making out proper
names, which can only be gained by practice.

FINIS.
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222 APPENDIX.

Direction of Letters, &c.

1. Let those who kiss the carpet of the heavenly palace of his Majesty, whose

sight is as effective as alchymy, the emperor, the asylum of the world.
Present this.

L=}

. May this be presented to the penetrating sight of his Excellency, the bene-
volent Nuwab, my lord and Kibleh, the source of bounty and kindness, may
his prosperity endure !

3. May this be honoured by the perusal of my gencrous master, the lord of

high dignity, the most bountiful of the age, may his fortune continue !

. Let the scrvants of the honourable, the benevolent, the concealed by the

N

curtain of greatness and exaltation, Present this !
5. May this be honoured by the sight of the source of bounty, the illustrious,
and exalted.

. May this arrive to the illustrious perusal of the very kind Mr. ———,

D

may God preserve him !
. May this reach the perusal of the repository of excellence and perfection,
A B.

§. May this arrive, to the enducd with courage and cxertion. A. B. Jemmadar.

~v

9. May this be honoured by collection of excellencies and perfections, the
descendant of the prophet, the Myr Sahib. ,
10. May this be delivered to the repository of excellence, the Reverend Shaikh,
A. B.
11. Deliver this to A. B. in Moorshudabad in the Meerpoor quarter, near the

housc of Sitaram, Banker.

12. May this rcach A. B. in the Armenian bazar, near the church.

Note. Thesc forms of addresses were used in England in the fifteen century,

and later.



&end 223

©lya y oy adlip
slacale 0 da 3L 1o sla e 583 log bl
o), a8 sy V“‘c
aglod Wb Cale Clp Ol Ol SIS Loy
ks kel ol olead) y Jis jelae JKNoa
shlon ot Jle o Yy Conlojpame (i pydos
2y sdya o1 ley ey ol Cg
S ey y Calac (530, Bi0ae fnyKao s e Caosdy ¢
3 G e Aol gy sle S alie Lo Ly o
e ot bl s o b oL el
o._)f)ﬁ Lé\.d A g
34 Iposo B | YT GRTIRWELE 1)\ PIY
W oz 88 44ty Wleaty A
Sy ko e sy @3l CILS, s s
o\ el et PLCWLYED (NGNLIFGERR B
il ) o ahoes ‘“_Lg)»dmjxﬂ oo Sblots o ) 1|
o) 3 oy a3 ol b, &l 1



224 APPENDIX.

Technical Classifications prefived to things, corresponding with
our words, Set, Head, Flock, &c.

Books. Elephants.
axle3 S e
Letters, and Papers. Camels.
dudd 2
Swords, .Knives, Bows. Deer, Dogs, Lions, &c.
O S Cto 5 Ed
Daggers, Distols. Hawks, Pigeons, &c.
ol i3
Official papers, Land. Birds of various kinds.
B Slye S 5%
Extent, and Sum, Persons.
a3, azas 5303 o (s,
Bales of goods. ’ Dogs, Leopards, &c.

LYV d)../o

Number of any thing not beforec men- Boats, Carriages, Houses, Gardens, all

tioned. kind of made up Jewels.
‘Players, Musicians, Robbers. Deer, Shecp,— -Ships, Boats.
o 5%

Cattle, Horses, Sheep, &c. Diamonds, Pearls, Rubies.



P SR

Paper, Pens, Arrows, Bows.

Spears, Pens.

o

Cannon, Guns, Pistols.

225

N TS

A pair of any thing.
3

A single piece.

Note. If these terms are preceded by a numeral, they are dropped in

translation, as L}-"’ J.-A-‘) ei; an Elephant, &2 FEALY] 9> Two Letters.

P.S. The word &% may be inserted among the Royal letters in page

12, of thelntroduction.

The following Works, Published by Professor Stewart, may be had of Messrs.
Longman and Co. Paternoster Row, and Kingsbury and Co. Leadenhall-

Street, viz.

Descriptive Catalogue of Tippoo Sultan’s Library, 4to.

Translation of Travels of Mirza Abu Talib, 8 vol, 12mo.
History of Bengal, 4to.
Introduction to the Anvari Soohyly, 4to.

Gg
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