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THE following Letters were writlen at a time,

when the public mind was much agitated by asser-
tions from the pulpit, uttered in strong language,
‘insisting that JEsus CHRIST was nothing more
"than a mere Man ; and they are mow published,
with a view of checking, as far as possible, the
poison of such assertions. The Author wishes it,
however, to be understood, that in maintaining his
own sentiments, he feels mo hostility against any
person or persons whatever, but only against the
Doctrine, which would degrade his DiviNe
MaAsTER, by depriving Him of the honour due
unto His Name. His only apology, therefore, for
the following publication, may be best expressed
tn the words of a champion of old, who was about
to vindicate the sovereignty of his Gop, * Is there
“ not a cause ?”’ (1. Sam. zvii. 20.)






LETTER L
Conlaining preliminary pbswbations.
i
DEAR SIK,

YOU wish to kiow ﬁry setitittients on
the doctritie of the Unitaridhs, or Sociitibns, who
insist that the LORD and Siviour Jesus Chittst
#as & mere man, and nothing more than & man,
and I feel the more disposed to comply with you‘r
request, from a conviction, that no sabject is of
weightier concern to us-all, than to attain to a
right scriptaral knowledge of that GrEAT RE-
DEEMER. Foi how doés all the gain, the giory,
“and pleasuré of this world of time varish and dis-
~ appear, when set in competition with the gair,

the gloty, and happineéss of ‘that eternal world to
whi¢h we are ¢alled in JeEsus CHRIST, and to
which dlfo we are introduced by a right ac-
quaintance with the propér and high charactér o‘f
tbat kepERMING HEAD !

Before, however, I proceed to satisfy your ém
quiry, there are two preliminary observations to
whick I am desirous to call your attention. The
first is, that the WoRD or GoD is the only sure
~ and safe testlmony to which we can appeal in this
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momentous investigation, and that our reason can
be of no further service to us, than as it admits the
validity of this.testimony, and submits itself to be
guided in all' things by its unerring decisions.
Whether JEsus CHRIST, then, be Gop as well as
man, is a question on which reason alone cannot
decide, because it is out of the reach of her sphere
of judication. For reason, of herself, has no
light but on such subjects as relate to this lower
‘world of nature, and therefore in judging of things
above this world, she is totally blind, unless when
she admits a light higher than her own. Hence it
is that we discover amongst men such a diversity
of sentiments on subjects of revealed truth, or
such as are above nature, since each decides upon
it according to his reason, and yet the reason of
each differs essentially in its views, according to
the ruling inclination of its possessor. 'Thus the
reason of one man acknowledges a Gobp, the
maker and governor of the world, whilst the
" reason of another insists that there is no Gob.
The reason of one man, again, admits the reality
of a future state of retribution, whilst the reason
of another denies it. And again, the reason of
one man is persuaded that Jesus CHRIST is Gob,
whilst the reason of another can discover nothing
in Him but merely human principles and pro-
perties. How plain then is it, that reason herself
wants guidance and correction, in order to prepare
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her to see by the light of heavenly or revealed

trath! 8o just is the remark of the Poet, where
he writes,

My reason is I, and your reason is you,
And if we should differ, both cannot be true:
If reason must judge, and we two must agree,
Another third reason must give the decree,
Superior to our’s, and to which, it is fit,
That both, being weaker, should freely submit ;
. Now in reason submitting,. is plainly imply’d,
‘That she does not pretend of herself to decide.
‘ BYROM.

That reason, then, wants a guide to conduct her
in the investigation of heavenly truth, is my first
preliminary observation, to which I am desirous to
call your present attention : and my second is, that

- she can never find such a guide but by submitting
herself to a light superior to her own. Do you'
‘ask what that light is? I answer, it is the light
of the ETERNAL TRUTH manifested in the re-
vealed Word of the MosT Hicr. Do you ask
further, how reason is to submit herself to the
guidance of that light? I answer again, by
‘humbling herself in the sight of her Creator, and
supplicating His aid to deliver her from her own
natural pride, vanity, and self-sufficiency ; by di-
vesting herself of her prejudices, and of the pre-
conceived opinions to which those prejudices have
given birth ; by exalting the love of truth above
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every other love, and thus sacrifising at her altar
all the lower affections of worldly gain and glory,
which might intoxicate and mislead ; finelly, by
acknowledging eternal life to be a thing of infi-
nitely higher consideration than temporal life, and

_ consequently, that to become teachable little chil-

Ay

dren in the concerns of that life, as it is the high-
est dignity to which mankind can ever aitain, so

- is it the surest and shertest way to the knowledge

“ of the truth, agreeable to these words of JEsus

CHRIsE, « I thank Thee, O FATHER, LORD of
« heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these
“ things from. the nise and prudent, amd revended
“ them unio babes.” (Matt. xi, 26.) Such, my

dear sir, appear to me the only methoeds by which

reason may hope to secure hersslf against the de-:
lusiens. of errar, and to attain finally the possession
of the bright and, inestimable pearl of the ETER-
NAL TRUTH..

T the pleasing hope, then, that you will keep.
these observations in your remembrance, I shall
now proceed to satisfy your enqgniry concerning the
person and character of the GREAT REDEEMER,
1mplormg, first, the aid- and Dblessing of the ArL-
MIGHTY, both an your reason. and my own, to
enable you to judge, and me to write, in the most
perfect, aceord with the genuine sense and meaning;
of His own MosT Hory Worp., What I have,
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to present to your view on the interesting subject,
will be collected, first, From the prophkecies in the
0ld Testament which relate to it ; and secondly,
from the accomplishment of those prophecies as
made known in the New Testament. In my next
Letter I will call your attention to tlie tenor of the
prophecics, and in the mean time remain

Your's, &ec.

LETTER IL

On the Testimony of Prophecy in regard to the
Divine Person and Character of JEsUs CHRIST.

T HAT this testimony is of importance in
deciding on the person and character of JEsus
CHRIST, is evident from what JEsus CHRIsT
Himself declares concerning it, as where he says
to the Jews, “ Search the Scriptures, for in them
*“ ye think ye have eternal life;, and THEY ARE
“ THEY WHICH TESTIFY OF ME.” (Johnv.39.)
And again, « Had ye believed Moses, ye mwould
“ have believed ME, FOR HE WROTE OF ME.”
(Verse 46.) To the sanfe purpose it is writtén in
the Evargelist, that JEsus, aftér his resurrection,
“ Beginning at' Moses and: all. the Prophets, ex-

-
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« pounded to them (his two disciples) in all the
« Scriptures, the things concerning himself.” (Luke
xxiv. 27.) He also reproves their want of belief
in the Prophets, where He says, in the preceding
verse 25, “ O Fools, and slow of heart to believe
“ all that the Prophets have spoken !’ Agaiu,
towards the end of the same chapter, He says to
the rest of his disciples, « These are the words
. % which I spake ynto you while I was yet with
“ you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were
“ writlen in the LAW OF MOSES, AND IN THR
“ PROPHETS,AND IN THE PSALMS, CONCERNING
“ ME.” (Verse 44.) And immediately it is added,
« Then opened He their understandings, that they
“ might understand the Scriptures,” (verse 45); by
which is manifestly meant, that He enabled them
to see, how all the Scriptures, viz, the law of
Moses, the Prophets and the Psqling, had imme-
~ diate reference to Himself.

In presenting this prophetic testimony to your
view, it is not my intention to adduce the whole
of it, because that would be to write a Volume,
and not a Letter, and therefore I shall content
myself with adverting to the most striking and
convincing parts of it. For this reason I shall not
dwell on the prophetic declaration in the third
chapter of Genesis, where it is said by the Ar-
MIGHTY to the serpent, ¢ I will put enmity be-

.
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“ tween thee and the woman, and between thy seed
 and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
“ shalt bruise his heel,” (verse 15) ; nor yet on the
prophecy of Jacob, « The sceptre shall not depart
“from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his
“ feet, until Shiloh come ; and unto Him shall the
* gathering of the people be,” (Gen. xlix. 10);

nor yet on that of Balaam, « I shall see Him, but

*“not mow : I shall behold Him, but not nigh ;

“ there shall come.a star out of Jacob, and a sceptre
“ shall arise out of Israel, and shall smite the

© “ corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of

“ Sheth. QOut of Jacob shall come He that shall
“ have dominion.” (Numb. xxiv. 17, 19.) I shall
not, I say, insist particularly on any of the above
predictions, though it might easily he shown that
they all point to the GREAT SAVIOUR, and have

always been regarded as extraordinary testimonies

concerning Him. It might also be shown, that
they all point to the- appeanna, on earth, of a
Being more than mortal, since to bruise the'head
of the serpent ; to gather the people ; to smite the
corners of Moab, and fo have dominion ; are ex- .
pressmns, ‘which, according to their spiritual and
genuine meaning, must have reference to some
act of an OMNIPOTENT BEING, and, conse-

quently, not to the agency of a mere man.
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But, passing by these testimonies, which yet 4dre
not to be lightly esteemed, let us proceed to the
book of Psalms, a book which, it has been already
seen, from the express declaration of Jesus
Curist, has reference to Himself. In the se-
cond psalm we read these remarkable words, « I
“ will declare the decree ; the Lorp (JEHOV AR )*
“ hath said unto Mx, TEOU ART MY SoON, lhis
“ day Rave I begotten THEE. Ask of M, and Y
« shall give Thee the heathen for thine inkeritarnce,
« and the utmost parts of the earth for thy jos-
% session.”” (Verses 7,8.) And then Rt presently
follows, « Kiss THE Son lest He be angry, and
¥ s0 ye perish from the right way, when His wrath
« is kindled but a little. BLESSED ARE ALL THEY
THAT PUT THEIR TRUST IN Him.” (Verse 12.)
These words, it is to be noted, according to the
authority of the sacred writers theinselves, have
referetice to JEsus CHRIST, (see Acts xiii. 33.
Heb. i. 5. chap. v. 5.)

Now I would dsk any serious considerate person,
* o believes the above words to be the words of
G615, whether it bé 4t all conicéivable, ‘that the

* [t may be proper to inform the reader, who is unac-
quainted withi the original Hebrew, that the term Jeuovan, in /
the original, is uniformly rendered, in our English version, by
the term Logrp.

-
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Sox there spoken of, can be a mere man, or in-
deed can be any being less than a Gop? For
how can the LorD, or JEHOVAH, say of a mere
man, Thou ert my SoN, this day have I begotten
Thee? How, again, can it be said of a mere
man, I will give Thee the heathen for thine inhe-
ritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for thy
possession ? And again, with what propriety, or
meaning, can we be exhorted to Aiss the SoN, lest
He be angry, and so we perish from the right way,
.if by the Son here spoken of, be understood a
mere human being like ourselves? And lastly,
how could it be said, Blessed are all they that put
their trust in Him, unless the being here alluded
~ to be the Divine BEiNe? For who but the
Divine Being can be the allowable object of our
trust, and what blessedness can possibly be derived
from pulting our trust in any other?

- So again, we find it written in the 45th. psalpy,
~« Thou art fairer than the children of men ; grace
“ is poured into thy lips, therefore Gop hath
"« blessed Thee for ever. Gird thy sword upen
 “thy thigh, O "mighty, with thy glory and thy
“ majesty,” &c. &c. (Verses 2, 3,4,5.) It then
follows in the next verses, « Thy throne, O Gob,
-« i3 for ever and ever ; the sceptre of thy kingdom
“ is a right sceptre : Thou lovest righieousness, and

“ hatest wickedness, therefore Gop, thy Gob, hath
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“ anointed thee with the oil of gladness above.thy
“ fellows.” (Verses 6,7.) What judgment now
must every serious and considerate reader form of
these passages? A Being is here spoken of, who
¢ fairer than the children of men, to whom are
ascribed many wonderful works. It is then said
of this Being, Thy throne, O Gob, is for ever
and ever : the sceptre of ihy kingdom s a right
sceptre ; and it then follows, ¢ therefore Gop, thy
“ GoD, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness
“ above thy fellows.” How strange and myste-
rious is the mode of expression here adopted !
Gob is said to anoint Gop, which mode of ex-
pression can have no possible meaning, unless
when applied to the INCARNATE Gob, or Gop
manifest in the flesh ; but when so applied, what
sanctity, what wisdom, what edification, does it
involve! For how forcibly does it impress upon
our minds the great evangelical truth, that JEsus
CHRIST, the fairest of the children of men, the
ONLY-BEGOTTEN of the FATHER, was finally,
when his victories over the powers of darkness
were completed, made One with the FATHER, and
in and by that union was exalted to everlasting
dominion over heaven and the church! It there-
fore follows, in the same psalm, that He is the
Supreme Object of wership in the church, and.
that all the members of the church are obliged to.
acknowledge Him as such. For thus it is further.



15

written, “ Hearken, O daughter, and consider,
« tncline thine ear ; forget also thine omwn people
“ and thy father’s house. So shall the King greatly
« desire thy beauty ; for He is thy LoRrD ; aad
“ worsHIP THOU Him.” (Verses 10, 11.)

Let us turn now to the 72nd. psalm, where we
shall be again struck with the same conviction,
that JEsus CHRiIST, by uniting in Himself the
Divine Nature and the Human, for the purpose of
saving mankind, so far from being a mere man,

. can be no other than the ONE ETERNAL GoD oF

HEAVEN AND EARTH. For who, that reads the
following words, and recollects that they are the
words of GoD, can possibly believe them to relate
to any merely human being of this world?
“ Glive the King thy judgments, O Gop, and thy
“ righteousness unto the Kine's SoN. He shall
« judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor
“ with judgment. They shall fear thee so long as
“ the sun and moon endure, throughout all geuer-
“ ations. He shall have dominion also from sea
“ to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the
“ earth. Yea, all kings shall fall down before
« Him ; all nations shall serve Him. He shall
"« redeem their soul from deceit and violence ; He
“ shall live, and to Him shall be given of the gold
“ of Sheba ; prayer also shall be made for Him
« continwally, and daily shall He be praised. His
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% name shall endure for ever, and ‘meh shall be
“ blessed tn Him ; all nations shqfl call Him
“ blessed.” (Verses 1 to 18.) Had we met with
such.words in any human composition, we might
perhaps have supposed, and reasonably, that they

were intended to be complimentary to some great
~ earthly monarch, and were accordingly written in
an exaggerated and bombast style of metaphorical
allusion. But it is to be considered, that the
words are the words of Gop, and therefore must
be expressive of truth, and not of compliment ; of
reality, and not of exaggeration. We are forced
then to conclude, that they have reference to
Jesus CHRIST, who, as to His human nature, is
here called the Kina’s So~N. For of what other
king’s son can it be said, in any truth and reality,
that He shall judge the people of GoD with righte-
ousness, and the poor of GoD with judgment ; that
He shall be feared as long as the sun and moon
' endure throughout all generations ; that He shall
have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the
river unto the ends of the earth ; that all kings
shall fall down before Him, all nations shall serve
Him ; that Ile shall REDEEM THEIR SOUL from
_ deceit and violence ; that His NAME SHALL EN-
DURE FOR EVER, "and MEN SHALL BE BLESSED
1N Him. Applied then to any other king’s son:
than JEsus CHRIST, the words never have been
accomplished, and never can be accomplished in
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that truth and reality which all the words of Gop
involve ; but applied to JEsus CHRIsT, the Son
or THE KiNG OF KINGS, they have been fulfilled,
are fulfilling, and will be fulfilled to all eternity.

In the 89th. psalm, again, you will find a simi-
lar testimony respecting the union of the Divine
and Human Natures in JEsvs CHRIST, under the
figurative character of David, for it is written in
the mysterious language of that divine psalm,
4 For JEHOVAN is our defence, the HoLy ONE
« oF ISRAEL is our Kixve. Then thou spakest in
% vision to thy HoLy "O‘\IE, and saidst, I have laid
“ help upon one that is micury, I have exalted
“ one CHOSEN out of the people. I have found
“ DAVID my servant ; with my holy oil have I
“ anointed Him.” (Verses 18, 10, 20.) - Now that
by David in this passage is not meant David the
king of the Jews, but He who was figured by
David, viz. Jesus Carist in His Divine Hu-
MANITY, is evident from what folows _concertiug
him, where it is written, « Also I will make him
-« my first-born, higher than the kings of the earth.
“ His seED also will-T make to endure for ever,
“ and his throne as the days of heaven.” (Verses
27,28,29.) Now we know that the seed and
throne of Pavid, the king of the Jews, did not
endure for ever, and therefote we are forced to-
conclude, that the promise related to Him who

B
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was here figured by David, even to JEsus CHRIST.
Accordingly the apostle Peter, in his admirable
address to the Jews, (Actsii.) applies to JEsus
CHRrIsT what David said concerning himself in
the 16th. psalm, where it is written, “ Thou wilt
_“ not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer
“ thine HoLy ONE to see corruption.” (Verse 10.)
It is plain, therefore, from the testimony of the
.apostle, vthat/ JEsus CHRIST was prefigured by
David. a ,

. Many other passages from the psalms might, if
_needful, be: adduced all conﬁrmmor the same idea,
that they relate, in their supreme sense, to the
GREAT SAviour JEsus CHRIsT, and ate the
everiaétind records of His combats with, and vic-
‘tories over, the powers of darkness, and of His
double states of humiliation and glorification, untit
His human nature, or manhood, became admissive
“of, and mcorporated with, the whole of the Di-
VINE NATURE, or GODHEAD, called theFATHER,
so as to make One, agreeable to that declaration
of the apostle,  In Him dwelleth all the fulness
' of the Godhead bodily. (Col. ii. 9.)

~ But I hasten to call your 'attention to the pre-
dictions and declarations of the other prophetic
‘writers of the Old Testament, from which it will
appear, if there be any force or meaning in lan-
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guage, that JESUs CHRIST is not only a being
infinitely superior to what the Unitarians or Soci-
nians make Him, but that He is, in very deed
and truth, the MosT Hienm Gobp, dwelling in,
and one with, the HumaNtTY which He assumed
and glorified here on earth. By glorifying, I mean
making Divine. (See John xiii. 31 to 38.)

I shall begin with the prophet Isaiah, who thus
testifies, « Therefore the LorD (JEHOVAR) Him-~
“ self shall give you a sign, Behold, a virgin shall
“ conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
“ImMANUEL,” {GoDp wiTk Us). (vii. 14.) And
again, “ Unto us a child is.born, unto us @ son is
“ given, and the government shall be: upon. his
“ shoulder, and his NAME shuall be called WON-
“ DERFUL, COUNSELLOR, the Micuty Gob,
“ the EVERLASTING FATHER, the PRINCE op
“ PEACE. Of the increase of His government and
“ peace there shall be na end.” (ix. 6,7.) -Who
now, let me ask, is the: extraordinary person an-
nounced in the above prophetic words? Can it
be said, with any propriety, of a mere man, that
he is IMMANUEL, or GoD WiTH Us, and that his
" name shall be called WoONDERFUL, COUNSELLOR,
the MiGHTY GoD, the EVERLASTING FATHER,
the PRINCE oF PEACE, and that of the increase
of his gavernment and peace THERE SHALL BE NO
END? We are compelled, therefore, to assert;
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either that the words of Gop have no meaning, or
that the CuiLp and Box above spoken of, have
reference to the Humaniry of Jesus CHRIsT,
which, by virtue of its divine conception, was
called IMMANURL, or Gop with us, (see Matt. i.
23, 23.) and by virtue of its being finally glorified,
or made Divine, was ealled WoNDERFUL, COUN-
SELLOR, the MiGrTY GOD, the EVERLASTING
FATHER, the PRINCE oF PEACR, of the tncrease
of whose government and peace there would be no
end, that is to say, it would be efernal.

Tt may possibly be objected, by the Unitarian
er Bocinian, that the SoN, in the above passage,
is said to be given, and that therefore the being,
whe gave him, must not only be distinct from kim, -
bat superior to him, comsequently that JEsus
O=nrist, who is here meant by the Bon, is both
distinct from, and inferior to, the FATHER, by
whom he was given. In reply to this objection it
is te be recollected, that when the FATHER is
said to give his Bow, or to sead Him into the
- world, the same thiug is meant as the Son’s going

Jorth or proceeding, agreeable to those words of
Jesus CHRIST, % I came forth from the FATHER,
¢ and am come into the world ; again I leave the
4 world, and go to the FATHER.” (John xvi. 28.)
It is to be recollected also, that Jrsus CumisT,
@8 to his Human Nature, or Humanity, was at
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Brst inferiot to His FATHER, dstecabls to His
own declaration, « My FATHER i greater thas 1.”
(John xiv. 28.) But in ptopoitioh as His Hyu:
MANITY was glorified, of made Divitie, by being
fully united with the FAruer, He wis theh efis
dbled to say, I and the FAvufin are ONE § Iie bhat
seeth Mx, séeth the FATuER ; believe ME; that 1
am in the FATHER, and thé FATHBR i Mk,
(John x. 3. chap. xiv. 9, 10, 11.)

I pass over the 11th. and 12th. chapters of this
prophet, which yet contain the strongest testimo-
tiiés of the divine natare and chargeter of the pre-
dicted RepekMER of thankind, confirmed by the
wonderfiil wotks, which none but a Gop conld
perform, and which compelled the prophet to ex-
claim, in the rapture of dévout adoration, “'Bekold,\
“ Gob 1s my salvation ; I will trust and not de
“ afraid ; for the LORD JEHGVAT & iny stréngth
“ and my song ; Heé dalso is become my sdloation.
“ Sing unto the Lowb, for He hath done mon-
“ derful things ; this is known in all the earth.”
(Chap. xii. 2, 5.) Neither shall T dwell partitu-
latly on the 25th. and 26th. chapters, which yet
técord the more than mortal acts of that GrREAT
Saviour, whe was to swallow up death in vie- .
toty, so that it should be said it that day, « Lo ¢
- “ this is our GoD, we have maited for him, and
“ He will save us ; this is the Lonn (Jeaovan),
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« we have waited for Him ; we will be glad and
« rejoice in His salvation.” ¢ Trust ye in the
“ LoRD for ever, for in the LORD JEHOVAH is
s everlasting strength.” (xxv. 8, 9. xxvi. 4.) Let
me, however, earnestly recommend to you to give
to the above chapters a serious perusal, and also to
the 35th. wherein the blessings of the advent of
the REDEEMER are further recorded, and then
say, whether those blessings do not manifest, as
the prophet expresseth it, « the glory of the Lokp,
« and the excellency of our Gop.” (Chap.xxxv.2.)

Quitting then these chapters, lest I should ap-
pear tedious, permit me to call your most awa-
kened attention to the 40th. chapter, which leayes
the point in question beyond the possibility of a
doubt. It begins with this affecting address,
« Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
# Gop ;" but why are the peeple to be comforted ?
We are told in the following verse, ¢ The voice of
« him that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the
“ way of the LorRD (JEHOVAH), make straight
« in the desert a highway for our Gob.” (Verse3.)
Now we know from the authority of the Gospel,
that the voice of kim that crieth in the wilderness,
has reference to John the Baptist, (see Matt. iii.
1, 2, 3. John i. 23.), of whom it is further written
in the prophet Malachi, « Behold, I will send my
 messenger, and ke shall prepare MY way’ before
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<« MEe.” (Chap iii. 1. Mark i. 2.) But John the
Baptist, we know from his own testimony, was
the forerunner, or messenger, to announce the
coming of JEsus CHRIST, and to prepare the way
of that GREAT SAVIOUR. (See John i. 19 to 35.)
Can any inference then be more plain or incon-
trovertible, than that Jesus CHRIST is JEHOVAH,
or'the Lorp? For in the prophet Isaiah it is
said of this messenger, that he was to prepare the
way of JEHOVAR, and to make straight tn the
desert a highway for. our GoD ; and it is said by
JEnovan Himself, in the prophet Malachi,
« Behold, 1 will send MY messenger, which shall
“ prepare MY way before MmE.” If then there be
any meaning in language, JEHOVAH and JEsus
are here manifestly identified as the same being,
since John the Baptist is said, by the prophets, to
prepare the way of JEHOVAH, and by the evan-
gelists, to prepare the way of Jesus. It is fur-

" ther to be observed, concerning John the Baptist,
© that JESus CHRIST bears witness of him, that
“ among them that are born of woman, there hath
“ not risen a greater than John the Baptist.”
(Matt. xi. 11. Luke vii. 28.) ‘Yet this same John
the Baptist bears witness of JEsus CHRIST in
these words, “ This is He of whom I said, After:
“ me cometh a man which is preferred before me ;
“ for He was before me.” (Johni.380.) JEsus
CagisT, therefore, as being greater than Johm
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the Bapﬁst, must, of course, be greater than dnv
that are born of weman, consequently He must be
more than a mere man,

But I have not yet done with this extraordinary
chapter, forin the 5th. verse we find it written,
« The glory of JEROVAH shall be revealed ;” and
in the 9th. and 10th. verses, “ Say unto the citias
“ of Judah, Behold your Gop ; behold, the Lorp
“ GoDp will ceme with strong hand, and His orm
“ shall rule for Him. He sholl feed His flock
“like a shepherd.” Now I would ask any rea-

sonable man, whether these words do mot contain
" a positive declaration, that JEsus CHRISY is no -
“other than the Most Hreu Gop? For Jesus
CHriIST stiles Himself the Goon SB.‘EPHERD,
and His disciples His shesp ; (Jobn x. 11, 14.)
and yet in the above words it is said: of the Lorp
Gob, that He skall come, and feed His flock like
a shepherd. But when did this LorDp Gob come
to feed His flock like a shepherd, except in the
person of JEsus Carist? It is plain, then, that
JEsus CHRIST is here again identified to be the
same being with the LorD Gop, since He Him-
self assumes the same divine ofice and character
which are assigned by the prophet to.the Lorn
Gop. Besides, properly speaking, there can be
but one Goop SmerHERD of the sheep, or people
of Gep, ia like manner as there ean be but ene
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BripeEcrooM and one HUSBAND of that people.
1f then the LorDp Gop be that GOOD SHEPHERD,
and if Jesus CaRIST also be the same, it is evi-
dent, to a demonstratton, that the LorDp Gobp and
JEsus CHRIST are identically one and the same
DiviNne BEING.

I might now call your-attention te several other
chapters in this truly evangelical prophet, equally
demonstrative, with the foregoing, of the Pivinity -
of the GREAT Saviour, partieularly to the 42nd.
‘where mention is made of His divine acts ; and to
the 53rd. and 63rd. where the humiliations and
sufferines are so affectingly deseribed, which He
eadured as to His human nature, before it was
glovified or made divine ; and where, likewise, His
combats agsinst the powers of darkness, and His
vietories over them, are-so faithfully and minutely
depicted. Bet leaving these chapters to your own
sevious perusal and reflection, I shall beg leave,
before we quit the testimony of this. prophet, to
sugyest a comsideration which, I must confess,
carries with it, to my ewn mind, the greatest force
of evidence on the subjeet of our present discus-
sion. The consideration is this, that JEROVAH i3
so frequently represented by this prophet as calling
Himself the Savrovr and REpeEmMER of His
~ people, and declaring, positively, that there is no
obker. \Tlmé it is written, « Am not I JEHOVAH,
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“ and there is none besides ME ; a just GoD and a
¢ SAVIOUR, THERE IS NONE BESIDES ME.”
(Chap. xlv. 21, 22.) Again, “ 1, even I, am JE-
“ HOVAH, and there 1S NO SAVIOUR BESIDES
«“mpe.” (xliii. 11.) Again, “ 4s for our RE-
“ DEEMER, JEHOVAH OF HosTs 1s HIS NAME.”
(xlvili 4.) Again, “ Thus saith JEHOVAH THY
“ REDEEMER, the HoLy ONE of Israel, I am
“ Jenovan THY Gob.” (xlviii. 17.) Again,
“ And all flesh shall know that I JEHOVAH am.
“thy SAvIOUR AND THY REDEEMER, the
“ MIGHTY ONE OF JAacoB.” (xlix. 26. chap. Ix.
16.) Again, “ With everlasting kindness will 1
 have mercy on thee, saith JEHOVAH THY RE-.
“ DEEMER.” (liv. 8.) Again, “ Thou, JEHOVAH,
“ art our FATHER, oUR REDEEMER, Thy name
“ is from everlasting.” (Ixiii. 16.) And, as if this
redeeming and saving JEHOVAH was more than
ordinarily anxious to prevent all mistake and mis- .
apprehension on this important point, He is made
to say, “ My glory will I not give to another ;”
(xlii. 8.) by which declaration nothing else can
possibly be meant, than that He would not give
to another the glory of being a Saviour and RE-
DEEMER. Now we know that JEsus CHRIST is
perpetually called, in the New Testament, a Sa-
vioUR and REDEEMER ; (see Luke ii. 11. John
iv. 42. Actsv. 81. xiii. 23. Col. iii.'13. Rev.v.9.)
and to Him also is ascribed the glory and honour
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of being a SAVIOUR and REDEEMER, for thus it
is" written in the Revelations, “ Unto Him that
« loved us, and washed us from our sins by his
“ own blood ; to Him be glory and dominion Jor
“ ever and ever. Amen.” (Chap.i.5,6.) And
again, “ Blessing and honour, glory and power,
« be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to
“ the LAMB, for ever and ever.” (Chap. v. 13.)
JEsus CHRIST also Himself teaches, that « all
“men should honour the SON as they honour the
« FaTngERr.” (Johnv.23.) To Jesus CHRIST
then is given the glory, which JErovAR declared
He would not give to another. What then is the
fair and just conclusion, but that JEsuvs CHRIST
is not another, consequently that He is the same
with JEHOVAH ?

Quiiting now the prophet Isaiah, not because I
have exhausted his testimony, (for I have scarcely
adduced a thousandth part of it,) but lest I should
appear too prolix, and encroach too much on your
time and patience, I shall bespeak your attention
to what is to be found in the other prophets, in
confirmation of the above important doctrine of the
Divinity of Jesus Curist. In pursuing this part
of my subject, it will be sufficient to show, that
the other prophets are in perfect agreement with
the prophet Isaiah concerning the divine person,
character and office of the GREAT SAVIOUR, tes-
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fifying, in the most explicit terms, that that $4-
YiouR was no other than JEsnovas Gob, tlie
maker and goverrtor of the world. For hedr now
the language of the prophet Jeremiah on this most
interesting point, « Behold, the days conie, sdith
~ “ the Lorp, (JEHOVAR) that ] mill rdise unto
% David @ righteous Branck, and a King shall
“ reign and prosper, and shall execwle juedgmert
Y and justice in the earth. In his days Judah
« shatl be saved, and Lsrael shall dwell safely ; and
“ this is His name whereby He shall be called,
“ ToHE LOKD (JEROVAR) OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
(Chap. xxiii. 5, 8. Chap. xxxtii. 15, 16.) ¥n the
prophet Ezechiel too, the advent of the GrEa?
BAVIOUR is called THE DAY oF JEROVAR.
(xxx. 2,8.) So likewise it is written in Joel,
“ Alas the day ! for THE DAY OF JEHOVAH is
* nigh.” (Chap. i. 15.) Aud again, “ ‘TrE DAY
¢ oF JEROVAH cometh ; great is THE DAY OF
“ JEnovan, and very tervible ; the sun shall be
“ turned o dearkness, and the moon into blood,
« before the great and terrible DAY oF JEHOVAH
% cometh.” (€hap. ii. 1; 2, 11; 81.) To the same
effect we read in Obadiah, “ TRE DAY OF JEHO-
% vAH is near upon all the heathen.” (Veérte 15.)
And in Amos, “ Wo wunto you that desire THR
“ DAY OF JEHOVAH; THE DAY OF JEHOVAHR {8
“ darkness and not light ; shall wot THE DAY OF
¢ Juaovan be darkness, and not light.)” -(v. 17,
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18, 80.) Also in Zephaniah, ¢ Tar pAY oF Jr-
% WOVAH 18 nigh ; THE GREAT DAY OF JEHOVAHR
o negh.” (1.7 14,) But the prophet Micah is
still more express, for he writes thus, “ Buxi thou,
< Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among
“ the thousands, of Judak, yet out of thee shall Hx
s come forth ynte me that is te be RULER 1N ]Is-
<« RABL j whese gaings-forth. have heen from of old,
# FROM THE DAYS OF BTERNITY.” (Chap.v.2.)
And that these words have reference to JEsuvs
CagrisT, is plain, from the testimony of the evan-
gelist Matthew, (chap. ii. 5, 6.) Zechariah also
in eqmally pointed with Micah on the same subject,
whers he writes, ¢ Belald, Tur pay ar JEua-
“ vam is coming ; and His feet shall stand in that
. % day on the Moamt of Olives, which is before Ja«
% yugalem an the east; and JEnovan shall be
« King over all the earth ; in that doy sha¥l there
* be ane JEROVAH, and his name one.” (Chap,
uiv. 1, 4,9.) 'To the same purpose it.is written
in Malachi, “ Behald, I will send my messenged,
“and ke shall prepare the may before NE ; end
“ JEpovAn, when ye seeh, shall suddenly come &
« KEis temple ; but whe wmay. abide the day of Has
“'¢oming?”’ &ke. (Chap. iii. 1, 3.) And agais,
 Rekold, - ¥ will send you Elijah the prophst, be-
# fowe the great and lerrible DAY oF J’mmw.u.
« mc&b i (Cbap. iv. 4.)
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. And what now, let me ask, do you think of all
this prophetic testimony, or to whom do you con-
ceive it is properly applicable? * The righteous
Branch raised up unto David, as mentioned by
Jeremiah, has been interpreted by all pious wri-
ters in all ages, as pointing at JESus CHRIST.
Yet the prophet declares, concerning this righteous
Branch, “ This is His name whereby He shall be
. ¢ called, JEHOVAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” The
coming, too, of JESus CaRisT into the world, is
~ called repeatedly, and by several of the prophets,
THE DAY OF JEHOVAH. But is it at all proba-
ble, or conceivable, that the appearing of a mere
man in the world, would have been thus desig-
nated, and distinguished by so many singular
marks and characters, as are annexed to that day,
in the language of ‘the prophets? Besides, the
prophet Micah expressly declares, that out of
Bethlehem . Ephratah should come He that is to be
Ruler in Israel, (which prophecy is interpreted
by the evangelist, as having reference to JEsvs
‘CHRIST,) and yet it is asserted of this Ruler, that
his goings-forth have been from of old, FROM THE
DAYS OF ETERNITY. How then can this Ruler be.
amere man! or how can He be less than the
GreAT and HoLy Gop! The prophets, Zecha-
riah and Malachi, also are equally express, when
the first says, «“ The feet of JEROVAH shall stand
“ in that day on the Mount of Olives, which is
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« before Jerusalem ;” and when the second says,

that « JEnovan shall suddenly come to Ilis

« temple.” But at what time, or by whom, have

these prophecies been accomplished, except by

JEsus Curist, when He appearéd in the flesh?
We are compelled, therefore, to conclude, on the

authority of each of these prophets, that JEnovau

and JESUS are synonymous, since in the person of
the latter were fulfilled the extraordinary circum-

stances, which the prophets foresaw and foretold,

concerning the former.

”

You see then, my dear sir, how fully and firmly
the Divinity of the GREAT REDEEMER is estab-
lished both in the Psalms and in the Prophets,
and, conbequently, how totally groundless is the
Unitarian or Socinian doctrine, when brought to
the test of that High Authority, and examined.by
the bright light of the Divine Truth, But you
have, as yet, seen only, asit were, the twilight of
‘the SaviouRr’s glory ; for to behold its meridian
“splendour, it will be necessary to view it in its
full manifestation and accomplishment when pre-
diction was verified, and the visions of the pro-
phets were all realized in the person of JEsus
CHRIST, and at the time of His appearing here on
“earth. This was, indeed and in truth, the DAY
oF JEROVAH, and on this occasion it might, with
the utmost propriety, be said, in the language of‘
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Malachi, JERov AR, whom ye seek, is come to His
“temple ; and in the language of Tsaiah, <« More-
“.over, the light of the moon is become as the light
“ of the sun, and the light of the sun is seven-fold,
“« as the light of seven days.” (Chap. xxx. 26.)
But 1 shall reserve the consideration of these grand
events to be the subject of another Letter. In the.
mean time, believe me
‘ Your's, &c.

.LETTER IIL

On the accomplishment. of Prophecy im the pcrsoﬁ_
of Jesus CHRIST, proving fully His Divine
Office and Characier.

-

IN my last Letter you would discover the
day-dawn of that bright and glorious morning on
which the Sun oF R1GHTEOUSNESS was o arise
on a benighted and disordered world with healing
in his wings. (See Mal. iv, 2.) I wish now to
call your attention to the Svn itself, and to some
‘of the more remarkable circumstances attendmg
its rising, and also its progress to its meridian
splendour, until it became fixed in the firmament
of heaven, to give eternal life and light, and be-
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nediction to all the families of being, both in hea-
ven above, and in the earth beneath. By the
- SuN, I would here be understood to mean, as the
prophet meant, the GREAT SAVIOUR, whose his-
tory is recorded in the pages of the New Testa-
ment, from which, 1 hope to make it appear, that
He was in very deed and truth that identical
Divine PERSON whom the prophets foresaw and
predicted, and whom they stiled, as you have
seen, EMANUEL, or Gop with us, THE MicuTY
Gop, the EVERLASTING FATHER, also, JEHO-
VAH OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

The first memorable circumstance, which ar-
rests our notice respecting this GREAT Saviour,
is that of His miraculous conception, which differs
essentially from that of other ‘men, for.so it is
written in the  evangelist Matthew,  Nom the
“birth of Jrsus CHRIST was on this wise':
“ When as his mother Mary was espoused to Jo-
“ seph, before they came together, ske was found
- “with child of the HoLy Guost. Then Joseph,
- “ her husband, being a just man, and not willing
“ to'make her a public example, was minded to put
“ her away privily. But while he thought on these
“ things, behold, the angel of the LorD appeared
“unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son
“ of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy
“ wife, for that which is concewved in her is of the

C
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« HoLy Gnost.” (Matt. i. 18, 19, 20.) To the
same purpose it is written in the evangelist Luke,
« The angel, Gebriel, was sent from Gop unto a
“ virgin espoused to a man, whose name was Jo-
“seph, and the virgin's name was Mary. And
“the angel said unto her, fear mnot, Mary, Jor
“ thou hast found favour with Gon. And behold,
““ thou shalt concetve in thy womb, and bring forth
“ g Son, and shalt call his name JEsus. He shall
¢ be GREAT, and shall be called the SON OoF THE
«“ HicHEST ; and the LorD GoD shall give unto
“ Him the throne of his father David ; and He
“ shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and
« of "His kingdom there shall be no end. Then said
« Mary unto the Angel, How shall this be, seeing
« T know not @ man?  And the angel answered
“and said unto her, The HoLy Gnost shall
% come upon thee, and the POWER OF THE
« HicuEST shall overshadow thee ; therefore, alse,
“ that HoLy THING which shall be born of thee,
¢ shall be called the SonN or Gop.”* (Luke i.
26 t0 36.) Inthe same strain of mysterious and

* It may here be proper to remark, that the idea of a Sox
. or Gop, born from eternity, appears to have no just greund
either in Scripture or in reason. Forin the Sacred Scriptures we
never read of a Son or Gop, until he was born of the Virgin
‘Mother ; and reason teaches the utter absurdity of supposing
‘that what is begotten and born can “be eternal., Besides, it is
said in the first chapter of the evangelist John, that the Worp
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Divine language, we find it written in the evan«
gelist John, “ In the beginning was the Word,
“ and the Word was with Gopn, and Gop was the
- “ Word ; all things were made by Him, and with-

“ out Him was not any thing made that was made.

“ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among

“us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the

“ ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, full of
“grace and truth.” (Johni. 1,3, 14.)

Now i1s it possible for any reader of the above
passages not to see, that the Being, to whom they
refer, must be of a nature and character far above
that of a mere man, and not inferior to Gop ?
For He is said to be conceived by the Hory
GuosT, and by the PoWwER oF THE HIGHEST:
He is also described as the WoRrD made Slesh, of
which WoRbD it is written, that it was with Gob,
and Gop was the WoRrD, and that all things were
made by Him: And He is further called the
ONLY-BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER, full of grace
and truth. But to what mere man can such ex-
pressions, with any propriety, or indeed with any
meaning, be applied? The just conclusion then

was made flesh, (verse 14) and it is written of this Worp, that
it was with Gon, and Gop was the Worp, (verse 1) whence the
conclusion is plain, that Jenovas Gob, as the Wonrp, took
-upon Him human nature, and not any Son or Gob born from
“eternity. :
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is, that JEsus CHRIsT, to whom the words are
applied in the Sacred. History, was more than a
mere man, and being conceived by the POWER

or THE HIGHEST, or being the eternal Worn

made flesh, could be nothing less than ‘Gop.

I am well aware that the Unitarians, ‘or Soci-
nians, sensible of the force and meaning of the -
above testimony, endeavour to evade it, by insist-
ing that the chapters, in which it is contained,
are interpolations, and form no part of the original
gospels. But on this occasion they only prove
how far prejudice is wont to bias the understand-
ing, and how little disposed men are to believe
what they cannot reconcile with their preconceived
opinions. For how else could the authorities of
Stepkens, Walton, Mills, Kuster, Birch, Wai-
stein, Bengelius, Michaelis, Griesbach, Marsh,
&c. all of them men of the most profound learning,
with a hundred others, who include the above
chapters in the sacred code, have been overlooked
and contradicted ? Y

From the Divine conception of the GREAT RE-
DEEMER, I mlo'ht now call your attention to some
‘remarkable circumstances attending His Birth,
-as that it was announced by an Angel to the shkep-
- herds, who were keeping watch over their flock
by night, and how, on this. occasion, « there was
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“ with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
<« praising GOD, and saying, Glory to GOD in the
4 highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward
“men.” (Luke ii. 8 to 19.) I might also remind
you of the miraculous star which appeared, on the
same occasion, to the wise men of the east, to
-conduct them to the birth-place of the infant J=-
sus, and how, “gwhen they saw the young child,
“with Mary his mother, they fell down and wor-
“ shipped Him.” (Matt. i, 1 to 13.) 1In like
manner I might dwell upon the baptism, and also
- on the temptation of the GREAT SAVIOUR, shew-
ing how, in the former case, * the heavens were
“ opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of GOD
- « descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him,
“and lo! a voice from heaven, saying, THIs 18
“ MY BELOVED SON, in whom I am well pleased.”
(Matt, iii. 13 to 17.) And how, in the latter '
case, viz. his temptation, JESUS said to the tempt-
er, “ It is written, thou shalt not tempt the LoRD
sTay Gob,” and how, after the temptation,
« Angels came and ministered unto. him.” (Matt.
iv. 1 to 12.) All these extraordinary facts, I say,
might be adverted to, as establishing full and de-
cided proofs, that the BLESSED JESUS was some-
thing more than a mere man, since otherwise, wliy
should He be worshipped by the wise men? or
“why should the heavens be opened at His baptism,
and the Spirit of GobD descend like & dove, and
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light upon Him, &c.? Why, also, at His tempt-
~ ation, should He say to the Devil, It is written,
thou shalt not tempt the Lorp THY Gop? For
in this quotation, ¢ Thou shalt not tempt the LOrRD
“THY GOD,” JESUsS CHRIST manifestly adverts
to what is written in the book of Deuteronomy,
(chap. vi. 16.) But in that book it is thus ex-
‘pressed, ¢ Thou shalt not tempt JEHOVAH THY
Gop,” It is evident then, that JEsUs CHRIST,
for JEROV AR, substitutes the term LorD, as also
in Mark xii. 29, and Luke x. 27. which is a
plain proof, that He considered the two terms,
JeHOVAH and Lorp, as synonymous. But who,
shall we say, is the LoRD, or what does this name
involve? Let JeEsus CurisT Himself answer
this question, where He says to His disciples,
“ Ye call ME MASTER and LoRbp, and ye say -
“well, FOrR 80 1 Am.” (John xiii. 13.) JEsus
CHRIST then, as being the Lorp, must, by His
own interpretation, be JEHOVAH, and accordingly
our translators of the Old Testament constantly
substitute the term LorD for JEROVAH.

But leaving these points to be the subjects of
your own serious consideration, I shall now hasten
to other proofs, even more decisive, if possible,
than these, from which, I trust, it will appear
plain as the noon-day sun, that JEsus CHRisT
was no other than the MosT HicH Gob, united,
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indeed, at first, with an infirm Humanity, which
. He derived from the mother, to the intent that
He might descend and manifest Himself here
below ; but united, successively, afterwards, to a
GLorIFIED or DiviNe HumaniTYy, in which
He now reigns as the SupREME GobD of heaven
-and earth, and from and by which, He rules and
governs all things both in heaven and earth.

Before we proceed, however, let me remark
concerning the above infirm Humanity derived
~ from the mother, that it will account for all those
passages in the evangelical history, in which we
find, that the BLESSED JESUS was tempted ; that
He prayed to the FATHER ; that He declared
that He came to do the will of the FATHER ;
that He called himself inferior to the FATHER ;.
also, that He suffered, died, and was buried.
For, as Gob, it. was impossible that He should
either suffer, die, or be buried: as Gon, too, it
~ was impossible that He should be tempted, or
pray to another, or say that He came to do the will
- of another, or call Himself inferior to -another.
- Whilst, therefore, JEsus was in this infirm Hu-
manily, He was subject to all the infirmities of
human nature, and declares Himself to be so, but
in the degree in' which He put off this infirm Hu- '
manity, and put on a DivINE HuMmaNITY, in
the same degree He rose superior to all the weak-
ﬁesses of a mere map, and assumed to Himself a

A\
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Divine character, power, prerogative and opera-
tion. You are to understand, therefore, that in -
JEsus CHRIST there was a two-fold nature, the
one Human, the other DIVINE ; the one exter-
nal, the other internal ; just as in every individual
‘man we find there are two men, the outer man
and thg inner man, or, in other words, the natural
man and the spiritual. And as it is the continual
intention of GoD to unite in man the outer and
inner man, the natural and spiritual man, that so
the inner and spiritual may rule and bless the outer
and natural, in like manner, it was the continual
will and purpose of JEsus CHRIST, with a view
to the salvation of mankind, to unite in Himself
the DiviniTy and HuMANITY, the INTERNAL
and the EXTERNAL, that so both together might
become ONE Lorp Gob, differing from the for-
mer Lorp Gop, or the Gop before the incarna-
tion, in this respect, that He was now made a -
visible, a near, a known, and an approachable
Gop, whereas, before, He was invistble, distant,
unknown, and unapproachable: For such had been
the terrible effect of sin upon the buman race,
that all the knowledge of the GREAT ETERNAL
Gop was nearly lost, insomuch that he was
thought to be both distant, unapproachable, and
irreconcileable. And so, in all probability, He
would ever have continued to be thought, had net
He, in His adorable mercy, condescended to as-

*
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sume and glorify the Humanily, and thus to make
Himself again visible, near, known, approachable,
and reconcileable, to His otherwise lost creatures.

Keeping now these observations in view, (which,
by the bye, seem to have been altogether over-
looked by the Unitarians or Socinians,) allow me
to proceed to the consideration of those other de- .
cisive proofs of the DIviNITY of the GREAT
SAVIOUR, to which I before adverted, and which
may be referred to these two distinct classes,

First, The proofs derived from His works.
Secondly, Those derived from His words.

I shall begin with the proofs derived from His
qorks, all of which announce a power and au-
thority more than human, and nothing less than
Divine. For, behold! at His OMNIPOTENT
WoRrp, Devils tremble and are cast out, (Matt,
vii. 28 t0 34. . Mark 2 to 15. Luke viii. 26 to
86.) “the blind receive their sight, and the lame
“ walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear,
“the dead are raised wp, and the poor have the
« gospel preached to them.” (Matt. xi. 5.) By His
Divine blessing, also, a few loaves and fishes are
increased and multiplied to such an amazing de-
gree, as to satisfy the craving hunger of many
thousands of Hlis fainting followers. (Matt. xiv.
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16 to 22. chap. xv. 32 to 39.) The winds and
the waves, too, obey His M1GHTY VoOICE, and
are still. (Matt. viii. 23 to 28.) Even the living
creatures in the sea are not insensible to His com-
mand, for when the necessity of the case required
it, we find a fish presenting a piece of money.
¢ Matt. xvii. 24 to 27.) And on another occasion,
the net, which the disciples had cast into the sea,
was so full, that they were not able to draw it for
the multitude of fishes. (John xxi. 6.) But this
was not all; for to prove that He had power over
the world of mind, as well as over that of matter,
He granted forgiveness of sins to the humble and
the penitent, (Matt. ix. 5,6. Mark ii. 9, 10.
Luke v. 23. 24.) a favour which none could
grant but Gop alone, as it is asked, on the occa- .
sion, Who can forgive sins but Gop only?
(Mark it. 7.)  He was acquainted also with the -
thoughts of those with whom He conversed, so as
to know their most secret purposes, intentions, and
designs, (John ii. 25. Matt. xi. 25. Luke v.
22. chap. vi. 8. chap. ix. 47. chap. xi. 17.)

I am well aware that the Unitarians, or Soci-
nians, conscious of the Divine agency manifested
in the above cases, and that none but Gop could
work such wonders, are willing to allow them to
be the works of Gop, but then, say they, JEsus
CHRIST was a mere tnstrument in their perform-
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ance, in like manner as Moses\ was a mere instru-
ment in performing the miracles wrought by him
in Egypt, and whilst he was conducting the chil-
dren of Israel through the wilderness. JEsus
CurisT, therefore, they contend, had only a de-
puted Divine power, like Moses, but not any pro-
per Divine power of His own, and thys He was
as much a mere man as Moses, and no more a
REAL Gop than that leader of Isracl.

On this one question then the whole of the ar-
gument turns—Did JEsus CHRIST act merely by
a derived Divine power, or from His omwn proper
Divine power? In other words, was He merely
a subordinate agent, or a prmczpal ? an instrument
in the hands of the SuPREME Gob, or the Su-
PREME Gob Himself, existing and acting solely
Jrom Himself? On this one point, I say, the
whole of the dispute turns, respecting the Divi-
NITY of the GREAT SAVIOUR, and therefore we
have only to make this single enquiry, whether
He acted by deputation from another, or by a self-
possessed DIVINE AUTHORITY, in order to ascer-

. tain the truth. And since this question can never
be so well decided, as by the testimony of that
GREAT SAvIOUR Himself, may I intreat your
further patience, whilst I endeavour, secondly, to
prove, from the words of that SAvIOUR, that the
power from which He acted was His onn, and
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uel another's, and consequently, that He was the
SurPREME GOD OVER ALL, BLESSED FOR EVER,
SELF-EXISTING, and SELF-OPERATING.

The first testimony, to which I shall call your
attention on this occasion, is to be found in the
evangelist John, (chap. v.21.) where are these
words, “ As the FATHER raiseth up the dead, and
“ quickeneth them, even so the SoN quickeneth
“wnaomM HeE wiLL.” Now by the Son, we
know, is here meant the HumaANITY, Which was
conceived by the PowER oF THE HIGHEST in
the womb of the Virgin Mary, and of which it is
written, That HoLy THING, which shall be born
of thee, shall be called the SoNn oF Gop. This
HuxaNiTy, as we have already shown, was at
first an infirm Humamty, but in proportion as the
infirmities derived from the mother were put off, it
became GLORIFIED, or a Divine HumaNiITY,
bemg incorporated with the fulness of the DE1TY,
awreeable to the declaration of St. Paul, « In Him
“ dnelleth all the fulness of the GODHEAD bodily.”
(Col. ii. 9.) Now what I would contend for, on
this occasion, is, that the whole of DIVINITY was
transferred to this HuMANTITY, and this in such a
sort, that they -finally became one, so that the
HumANITY acted from itself, and not by deputa-
tion from the DrviNITY. For how else could it

* be said, Even so the SoN quickeneth wnom HE
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wiL? If the Son, here spoken of, had acted
solely from a deputed authority, it would surely
bave been the most arrogant presumption in Him
to adopt this language, and to compare His agency
with the FATHER'S, from whom He derived it.
For what should we think of a person, commis-
-sioned by the ALMIGHTY to communicate some
extraordinary blessing, who should fulfil his com-
niission by saying, I BLEss waHOoM I wiLL?
Should we not say, and say justly, that this was
a strange and unwarranted abuse of his authority,
and that he ought rather to have said, I bless whom
the ALM1GHTY willeth ?

But further, it is written in the 26th. verse of
the same chapter, «“ As the FATHER hath life in
“ Himself, even so hath He given to the Son to
“ have life in Himself.”- But what shall we say is
~ to be understood by the FATHER having life in
Himself? Can it properly mean any thing else,
than that the FATHER hath a self-possessed unde-
rived life of His own, completely independent of
every other being whatsoever? When the same
expression then is applied to the Son, and He
also is sdid to have life in Himself, are we not
forced to say, that He also hath a self-possessed
underived life of His own, completely independent
of any other being whatsoever ? Yet how could
this be, unless the FATsER had transferred to the
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Soxn, or His Divine HumaNiTY, His own seli-
possessed underived life ?  For it must be plain to
every reflecting mind, that there can be but one
self-possessed underived life in the universe, and
therefore if the SoN, or Divine HumanNiTy,
called this life His own, it could only be in conse-
quence of its being: transferred to Him from the
FaTuer. But if the FATHER transferred to the
BonN His own self-possessed underived life, He-
must of necessity also transfer to Him the whole
of His GopBEAD, for what is the GoprEAD, pro-
perly speaking, but self-possessed underived life ?

Again, it is written in the 23rd. versel of the
same chapter, “ That all men should honour the
“ SON, even as they honour the FATHER.” But
let me ask, how is it that men may be supposed to
konour the FATHER? Can it be in any other
manner; than by making Him the supreme object
of their worship and adoration, and thus by
ascribing to His Divine merey, wisdom and power,
all that they are, or have, or canbe ? 'This, I say,
is the measure, and the only just measure, of the
honour due to the ETERNAL FATHER.. This then
is the measure, and the only just measure, of the
.honour due unto the So~, or Divine HuMANITY,
-and consequently He, like the FATHER, is to be
accounted the supreme object of worship and ado-
ration, and we are to ascribe to His Divine mefcy,
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wisdom and power, all that we are, or have, or
can be. But it is ahsolutely impossible there can
be two supreme objects of worship and adoration,
or two Divine sources of all that we are, or have,
or can be. We are therefore again compelled to
conclude, that it is the will of the ETERNAL FA-
THER, that all worship and adoration should be
transferred from Himself to the Son, or Divixne
HuMmAaNITY, and consequently, that to the Sox,

or DiviNne HuMAN1TY, He has transferred the
‘whole of His GODHEAD.

Again, JEsus CHRiIST saith to the unbelieving
Jews, « If ye believe not that I am, ye shall dic in
your sins.”” (John viii. 24.) You will here be
pleased to note, that JEsus CHRiST .does not as-
sert, that unless we believe in His doctrine, we
shall die in our sins, but He says expressly, Jf ye
believe not that I AM. ' And what shall we say is
involved in the expression, I AM? Surely nothing
less ¢an be intended by it, than to teach us that
He is the SuPREME Gop, or JEHOVAR, since

- He here assumes the same sacred name by which

-the SupREME GoD, or JEHOVAH, was distin-
guished in the Old Testament: for, according to
any other view of the subject, what could it sig-
nify to the Jews to believe that He is? They
saw Him plainly in a human form before their

. eyes, and must, of course, believe Him ta hea
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man. This belief, therefore, in is manhood, or
mere human nature, could never be meant by
Jesus CarisT, when we said, If ye believe not
that 1 AM, ye shall die in your sins. We see then,
again, in this instance, how JEsuS is always iden-
tifying Himself with JEnovan, as likewise in
that other passage, where He says to the Jews,
“ Before Abraham was, k am. (John viii. 58.)

Again, Jesus CuristT Himself declares, «I,
“if 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw all -
“unto ME,” (John xii. 82.) in which words two
things are remarkable, and deserve consideration,
first, that Jesus CuRiST draws all; secondly,
that He draws all unto Himself. Now, He had
.before said, «“ No man can come to ME, except
“the FATRER which hath sent ME draw him.”
(John vi. 44.) ‘It is plain, therefore, that the
power of drawing was now transferred from the
FATHER to the DiviNe HumanNiTY of JESus
Curist, for the FATHER, we learn, had before
exercised this power, and had drawn all unto the
SoN, but now the SoN, or Divine HumaAN1TY,
exercises it, and draws all unto HiMsELF.
Can any conclusion then be plainer, than that the
power of drawing was now transferred from the.
FATHER to the Son, or Divine HuManiTy ?
But what, let me ask, was this power of drawing,
or in what did it consist? Could it be any thing

~



49'
else but the attraction of the Divine mercy and love,
and could it consist in any thing else? For what
~ else is attractive in the GoDHEAD but this God-
like principle of His mercy and love? It is
plain then, that when this power of drawing was
transferred to the DiviNne HumaNITY of JESUS
Curist, all the mercy and love of the Gop-
HEAD was transferred to Him, in which that
power originates. But'if the Divine mercy and
love of the GopREAD was transferred to Him,
the GopHEAD Himself must be transferred, for
what is the GopHEAD but His Divine mercy and
love ? Besides, JEsus ChRisT says, «I will
“draw all vNTo ME” But why draw unto
HiMsELF, unless the whole of the GODHEAD,
called the FATHER, had been contained in H]m-
self P for had the FATHER been out of Himself,
or separate Jrom Himself, He would surely have
said, I will dramw all tnto the FATHER, since that
was the great end of His coming into the world,
to call mankind back again to the FATHER. In
declaring then that He would draw all unto Him-
sEL¥, He proclaims aloud to the whole -world,
with irresistible evidence, that the FATHER and
He were One, in other words, that the entire
GopuEAD, called ‘the FaTnER, was transferred
to, .and united with, the DiviNg HUMANITY
which He had assumed. To the same purpose,
and for the same reason, this DiviNe HuMmaNiTY

D
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saith, in another place, Come unto ME, (Matt xi.
28.) abide in ME ; without ME ye can do nothing,
(John xv. 4, 5.) which could not have been said,
without the highest degree of presumption, had
not all the fulness of the FATHER been incorpo-
rated in that HumaNITY.

But I have not yet done with my argument on
this interesting and inexhaustible subject, for in
‘the eleventh chapter of the evangelist John, verses
25, 26, we hear JEsus CHRIST consoling Mar-
tha, the sister of the dead Lazarus, in these words,
“T1 am the Resurrection and the Life ; he that be-
“ lieveth in ME, though he were dead, yet shall he
“live ; and whosoever lveth and believeth in ME,
« shall never die.” In these words JESus CHRIST
calls Himself expressly, the RESURRECTION and
the Lire. Observe, He does not say that He
confers resurrection and life by virtue of a power
deputed from another, but He declares, without
reserve, that that power is His own, and indeed,
that it is Htmse{f, for what else can the words
mean, “ I am the Resurrection and the Life?”
'But what shall we say is implied in the terms
RESURRECTION and Lire? What can be im-
plied, but the power of raising man from the dead,
“and thus gifting him with eternal life ? But since
none can be gifted with eternal life, except such
'as are’ regenerate, or born anmew, therefore the
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power of regenerating man, or of creating him
 anew, is also involved in the terms, the REsur-
RECTION and the Lire. But who can regener-
ate man, or thus communicate spiritual and in-
ternal life, except the GREATI‘ FATHER OF BE-
ING, whom we call Gop? JEsus Crrisr then,
in calling Himself the RESURRECTION and the
LiFE, positively declares Himself to be tha
GREAT FATHER oF BEING, and none else,

You may, perhaps, think it some drawback on
the above testimony, that when the mother of
Zebedee’s children requested of JEsuUs, that < her
“ sons might sit, one on His right hand, and the
“other on His left, in His kingdom, (Matt. xx.
21.) Jusus replied, “ To sit on my right hand
“and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall
“ be given to them for whom it is prepared of my
"« Father ;" (verse 23.) no such words, however,
are to be found in the original language, for if
~ you consult your Greek Testament, you will per-
ceive, that the words, in our English translation,
it shall be given, are an interpolation, and that the
passage, therefore, ought to be thus rendered,
“ To sit on my right hand and on my left, is not
“ mine to give, but (or except) to those Jor whom
“it 1s prepared of my Father.” 'Thus JEsus
doth not say that it was not His to give, but that
He could only give it to those who were in a state

of preparation to receive it. ‘
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But I should exhaust all your patience, was {
to comment at large upon all those passages in the
New Testament, which prove that the whole of
the GopHEAD was thus transferred to, and united
with, JEsus CHRisT in His DiviNe Huma-
N1y, and that, consequently, JEsus CHRisT
" did not speak, or act, at any time, from a deputed
power, but from the ETERNAL FaTaEr Him-
~ self, dwelling in, and ineorporated with Him.
He accordingly bears this testimony concerning
Himself, « If ye had krnown ME, ye would have
% known my FATHER also, and from henceforth
% ye know Him, and BAvE sEEN Him. Philip
¢ saith unto Him, LoRrDp, shew us the FATHER,
“and it sufficeth us. JFESUS saith unto him, have
s I been so long time with you, and yet hast thow
“ not known ME, Philip ? HE THAT BATH SEEN
%'ME, HATH SEEN THE FATHER, and how say-
¢ est thou then, shew us the FATHER? Believest
¢ thou not that I am in the FATHER, and the Fa-
«TgER in ME?” (John. xiv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.)
And again, « My sheep hear my voice, and I know
« them, and they follow ME ; and I €1VE UNTO
“ THEM ETERNAL LIFE.” (John x. 27, 28.)
And again, « Behold, 1 give unto you power to
¢ tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
“ the power of the enemy.” (Luke x. 19.) And
again, « He that believeth on ME, believeth not
. on Me, but on HiM that sent ME, and HE
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o ppat SERTH ME, sterit By THdT sENT
«Mg.” (John xii. 44, 45.) And again; ¢ Fac -
« TuER, all mine are thine; and thine aré mine.”
(John xvii. 10.) Yoiur see, thérefore, phainly;
how JESUS and the FATHER weére Ong, JESOS
© being thé FaTHRR madé Anoin avd oisidle, anll
thas am objéct of humat- faith and #ppreenston;
differivig in no vespect from the Ermastar Fak
TAER, except in regard tothe assamed: HoMa-
NrTY, by which the invisiblé and wnibnonwn Fa-
PuER was rénderéd. both visibls, Ron#; and dp-
proachable also; to His otherwise lost creatives:

Did this point want any fiirther confirmation; I
might proceed to'lay before you' the testimony of
thé apostolic writers on fhe important subject,
who aré unanimous in exalting’ JEsus CHETST t6
Divine honmour and glory in Hfis eternal unioii
with the FAraer. Thus, the apostle Paul testi-
fies, « CHRIST is over all, GOD BLESSED FoR
#vER; (Rom, ix. 5.) in like manner, the dpostle -
John, « We dre in Him that is true, even in His
« Sox JEsus Curist. Tus' 1s THE TROE
«Gop ANp ETERNAL Lire.” (1 Jobn, v. 20.)
And also Judé, « To the oNLY WiSE GoD OUR
« SAVIOUR, be glory and majesty, dominion and
« power, both now and ever.” (Verse 25.) But in
no, part of the Sacred Oracles is this point. more -
fully insisted on, or more decidedly confirmed;
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than in the apocalyptic pages; for we there read,
how the beloved apostle John was gifted with a
sight of Jesus CHRisT in His Divine Hu-
MANITY, which he describes in the most sublime
and affecting language. (Rev.i 12 to 29.) But
what is the testimony which this GREAT Savi-
ouR gives of Himself on this magnificent occa-
sion? Let us hear it from His own mouth: «1
“AM THE FiRST AND THE Last. I am He
“ that lveth, and was dead, and behold, 1 am
“ alive for evermore, and HAVE THE KEYS OF
“ HELL AND OF DEATH.” (Verses 17, 18.) But
who can be called the FirsT, but the SUPREME
Gop? Who, also, except the SUPREME Gob,
can have the keys of hell and of death? When
Jesus CHRiST then calleth Himself the Firsr,
~ and declares that He hath the keys of hell and of
death, He proves, to a demonstration, that He is
the SyprREME and ONLY GoD, since it is im-
possible to suppose that there can be two Firsts,
or two keepers of the keys of hell and of death.
Again, as we proceed in this inspired book, we
find the LaMB, (by which is meant, the DiviNe
HymaniTy of JEsus CHRrisT,) (see John i. 29,
36.) perpetually identified with the ETERNAL
FaTrER, (Rev. v. 6, 8, 12, 13.)* and afterwards,

* It is said, at verse 13 of this chapter in the Revelations,
¢ Blessing and honour, and glory and power, be unto Him TaaT
" SITTETH ON THE THROKE, and unlo the Lams, for ever and ever ;”
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an account is given of the marriage of this Lamz.
(Rev. xix. 7, 8, 9. chap. xxi. 9.) But what
can this marriage of the LAMB mean, except His
sacred conjunctlon with His church or people, by
virtue of that faith and love which they derive
from Him? Jesus CHRisT then, in His Di-
viINE HuMmANITY; is here evidently proved to he
the DiviNe BripEGROOM and HusBAND of
His BripE and WirE the Church, which is a
proof, as evident, that He is no other than the
ETERNAL JEHOVAH, who, in the Old Testa-
ment, is so frequently called both the BRiDE-
erooM and HusBanD of His people. (Isaiah
Ixii. 5. chap. liv. 5. Jer. xxxi. 32.  Hos. ii.
16.) For how can the Church have more than
one BrRipEGROOM and one HusBaND ?

In vain do the Unitarians object, on this occa-

But that by Him that sitteth on the throne, und the Lamb, are not
meant two distinct and separate beings, but only one and the
same being, under a two-fold character or aspect, viz. as the
EssENTIAL Divinity and the Divine HumAniTY, united and made
one, is plain, from the mode of expression usually adopted by
the apostolic writers, who frequently distinguish one and the
same being by a variety of names, as where it is so often writ-
ten, ““ Grace be unto you, and peace from Gon, our FATHER, and
«¢ the Lorp Jesus Curist ;” in all which passages, that Gop, the
Fatner, and Jesus Carist, mean one and the same being, has
been most satisfactorily proved by Mr. Granville Sharpe and Dr..
Middleton, in their excellent treatises on the Greek definitive
article, to which the reader is referred.
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sion, by telling us that JEsus CHRIST was a man,
and subject to all the infirmities of a man ; that
He hungered and thirsted, and endured fatwyue,
.and was frequently a prey to grief and sorrom ;-
that He suffered, died, and was buried ; that He
also prayed to His FATHER ; confessed that He
came {o do the will of His FATHER ; and, in one
instance, acknowledged His FATHER to be greater
than Himself—in vain, I say, do they endeavour
thus to cast a veil over the glory of the Saviour’s
Divinity, by presenting to our:view only the dark
shades of His Humanity ; for it is granted, that
Jesus CHRIST was a man, and such a men too as
the Unitarians deseribe, in regaril to weakness,
suffering, and dependance on Divine aid. Buat
then it is to be recollected, that He was suck a
man only in respect to that infirm humanity which,
as was hinted at above, He derived from the mo-
ther, and which He successively put off, until He
was no longer Her son, and no longer called her
His mother. (See John ii. 4. chap. xix. 26.) But
He was #ot such a man, in respect to that Gro-
Rrrred or Divine HomaniTy which He suc-
cessively put on from the FATHIER, and in which
He finally ascended into heaven, to reign there in’
eternal dominion, as the LoRD GoD OMNIPOTENT
over all things and creatures beth in heaven and
edrth. Keep your eyes steadily fixed then on this
two-fold Humanity of JEsus‘CHrIsT, and you will
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then be emabled to discover the trith. The first,
ot infirm Humanity from the mother, when it had
performed its office by manifesting the ETERNAL
WoORD in' the flesh, was, by degrees, put off, in
like manner as every individual man, by degrees,
puts off the corporeal part which he derived from
his mother. But the second, or GLoORIFIED HU-
MANITY, which was put on from the FATHER, was,
both in origin and quality, altogether distinct from
the former, and, consequently, was not subject
either to infirmity or disselution. Accordingly we
find that this HuMawiTY was raised from the
tomb By its omn Divine pomer, (see Johm x. 18.)
even a3 to its lowest corporedl part, or its flesh and

bones, as Jesus Caxist Himself declared afier
~ His resurrection, when He said to His wondering
disciples, ¢« Handle ME, and see, for a Spirit hath
“ not FLESH AND BUNES, as ye see ME have.”
(Luke xxiv. 39.) It is further to be observed,
that this GLoRIFIED HUMANITY was made visi-
ble to the three aposties, Peter, James and John,
at the transfiguration, when « His fuce did shine
« as the Sun, and His raiment was white as the
“ light.” (Matt. xvii. 2.) And also afterwards it
henven, to the apostle John, in the midst of the
seven golden candlesticks, when, it is written, « His
““ countehance as ay the sun shineth in Mis
« strength.” (Rev. i. 18 t0 19.) You are there-
fore to conclude, with the apostle Paul, thet in
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this second, or GLORIFIED and Divine Huma-
NITY, “ all the fulness of the GODHEAD dmwelleth
“ bodily,” (Col. ii. 9.) and, consequently, , that
JEsus CHRIST, in that HUMANITY, is the GREAT
and ONLY GoD of heaven and earth, the One and
Only CREATOR, PRESERVER, REDEEMER, and
SAVIOUR, to whom is to be ascribed all glory and
dominion for ever and ever. AMEN. (Rev.i.6.) .

Thus, my dear sir, have I endeavoured to
establish the PROPER DivINITY of the GREAT
SAVIOUR, both from the records of ancient pro-
phecy, as handed down to us in the Old Testa-
ment, and also from the accomplishment of the
august purport of those records, as made known to .
" us in the New. And thus you will be enabled to
see, if you will suffer your eyes to be opened to the
bright light of the ETERNAL TRUTH, not only
that the Unitarian or Socinian Doctrine on the
subject, is totally destitute of all foundation in the
Sacred Scriptures, but that by the union of the
Divinity with the HumaNITY in the glorified
person of the INCARNATE Gob, were fulfilled
those words of the prophet Daniel, where it is
- written, “ I saw in the night visions, and behold,
. “ one like the SoN oF MAN came with the clouds
“ of heaven, and came to the ANCIENT oF DAYs,
“and they brought him near before him. And
“ there was given him dominion, and glory, and a

/
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« kingdom, that all people, nations and languages
¢ should serve him. His dominion is an everlast-

“ ing ‘dominion, which shall not puss amway, and

« his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”

(Dan. vii. 13, 14.)

But methinks I hear you object, and say, that
in asserting thus the SupREME DiviNiTY of JE-
- sus CHrisT, I make void the doctrine of the
Tripersonality, or Trinity of FATHER, SoN, and
Hovy Guost, and also annihilate the mediatory
and intercessory character of the second person in
the DiviNeE TRriNITY, at the same time that L
take no notice of the atonement or satisfaction
which He made for the sins of the whole world.
To these ohjections I wish to reply in order, being
eager to convince you, that.I neither deny the
doctrine of the DiviNE TRINITY, nor the doc-
trine of mediation and intercession, nor yet the
doctrine of the atonement or satisfaction, properly
considered, but only the mistaken and unscriptural
ideas which have too long prevailed on those im-
portant subjects.

I shall begin with what you call the doctrine of
the T'ripersonality, or Trinity of FATHER, SoN,
and Hory GHosT, on which occasion, I must
first caution you against confounding the terms,
Tripersonality and Trinity, as if they meant one
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and the same thing. For Tripersonality is 4 term
mivolving in it the idea of three distinct persons in
the GODHEAD, whereas Trintty is a term mvolv-
ing it 16 no such idea, but only the idea of thres
distinct principles, or characters. Now if té the
term person, when applied to the DE1TY, be an-
néxed the safe idea, as when it is applied td man,
¥ contend; that the doctrine of three persos, or of
& Trinity of persons, m the unity of the Gop-
AEAD, has no ground whatsoeveér to stand apon in
the Sacred Secriptares, at the same time that it is
stterly repagnant to the common sense and reasor
¢f miankind, and besides, has a dangerous tendency
fo introduce into thie minds of men, 4 dreadfal
eoiffasion aid perplexity of idéa respecting the
proper object of their worship and adoration.*

* It may not here be improper to inform the reader, who is
unacquainted with the original language of the New Testament,
that the term persen nevér okice oceurs there, as applied to the
Deity. In our English tratisiation, indeed, the term is adopted,
where it is said of the Son of God, that He is the eipress image
of His [the Father’s] person : (Heb. i. 3.) But the original word
here rendered person, is hypostasis, which ought properly to havé
been rendered substance. 1t is further to bc observed on this
subject, that the Greek term, prosopsn; which we render gerson,
is always applied to expreds the face or aspéct of a thing, and .
that the Latin term, perséms, is accordingly used to éxpress
what we mean by charaeter, and hence, probably, our English
ferm, person, Was originally applied by the composers of our

 litargy according fo this idea
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Nor do 1 stand single in this opinion,” since it is
well known, that the primitive churches, from the
time of the apostles down to the council of Nice,
during the three first centuries, never maintained
the doctrine of the T'rinity under any such idea of
_ Tripersonality, and that some of the Gneek Fa-
thers were offended at the Latin Church for adopt-
ing it. Thus, Gregory Nazianzen writing on
this subject, has the following words: <« The
“ Latins held the doctrine of the Trinity as we
«do; but through the poverty of their language,
“ and not rightly distinguishing between the Greek
“ word hypostans and essence, they adopted the
“ term persons, lest they should seem to hold three
¢ substances in the Godhead.” It is also well
-known, that at a general meeting of the V¥ice- -
~ Chancellor and the Heads of the Colleges™ and
Halls of the University of Oxford, on November
" 25, 1695, they judged and decreed the doctrine
of the Realists, (so called from holding the term
person, and applying it to the Godhead, aceord-
ing to its literal and common acceptation,) to be
false, lmplous, and heretical, contrary to the doc-
trine of the Catholic Church and especially of
the Church of England ; and that the Nominals,
(so called to dlbtmrrulsh them from the Realists)
among whom were Dr. South, Dr. Willis, Mr.
Hooker, and. many others of g'reat note, under-
stood'the word persons in a more lax sense, as



62

signifying only different characters or modes of
existence and operation in the ONE Gob, in relation
to His creatures, and not as three distinct and se-
parate substances. To this idea, then, of the
word person, I am willing to subscribe, and would
accordingly maintain, that the whole of the Di-
VINE TRINITY, called FATHER, SoN, and HoLy
GHOST, is to be found in the GLORIFIED or Di-
VINE HumaNITY of the LORD Gop and Sa-
VIOUR JESUS CHrisT, the FATHER being His
hidden unmanifested essence, the Son, His visi-
ble or manifested existence, and the Hory
GuosT, His Divine energy or operation, agree-
able to what I have more fully proved in a Ser-
mon, lately published, on the interesting subject,
to which 1 refer you. You will observe, there-
fore, that in the above doctrine, respecting the
SUPREME GODHEAD of JESus Cumrist, I do
not deny the doctrine of a TRINITY, but only
the mistaken and unscriptural ideas on that sacred
article of Christian Faith.

In like manner, I do not deny the doctrine of
Mediation, Intercession, Atonement, Satisfaction,
or Reconciliation, but only the common interpre-
tation of those terms, or the sense in which they
are generally understood. For it is my most firm
and fixed belief, that JEsus CHRIsT is our con-
tinual MEDIATOR and INTERCESSOR, and that



63

also He hath made a full atonement or satisfaction
for the sins of the whole world. But then, I can-
not conceive His mediation and intercession to
consist, as is commonly supposed, in His medi-
ating and interceding between man and the Fa-
THER, as one Gop with another Gop, whilst the
FATHER is regarded as a distinct and separate
being from Himself, but in His mediating and in-
terceding by His DiviNe HumANITY, in and
through which, man has continual access to the
ETERNAL FATHER, who is one with it, and the
ETERNAL FATHER to man. For the same rea-
son, I cannot conceive the atonement or satisfac-
tion to consist in what is commonly called the vi-
carious sacrifice of JEsUs CHRIST, or in His shed-
ding His blood to satisfy and appease the Divine
wrath or justice ; but I rather conceive it to con-
sist in His having done all that was necessary, and
even all that was possible to be done, in order to
effect the reconciliation between Gop and man.
" And since two things were more especially neces-
sary for this purpose, viz. first, that the ascend-
ancy of the powers of evil, which are the
powers of darkness, should be subdued and re-
moved from man, which had before infested him ;
and secondly, that the powers of good, which are
the powers of Gop and heaven, should be brought
near and rendered accessible to man, which had
before been distant and inaccessible, therefore, I
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tonceive that JEsus CHRIST effected this recon-
ciliation, first, by His combats against, and victo-
ries over, the powers of darkness ; and secondly, by
making known, and bringing near to man, in His
Divine HumaniTy, all the powers of Gop and
Heaven, and thus giving man continual access to
those powers, and those powers access to man.
But on these subjects of Mediation, Intercession,
Atonement and Satisfaction, I forbear to speak
more particularly at present, hoping soon to com-
‘municate my thoughts more fully, both to yourself
and the public, in a larger work, which has for
some time past been preparing for the press.

And now, my dear sir, there is only one point
more, which I feel eager to press upon your at-
tention, and that js, the necessity of connecting
the purity of Christian Life with the truth of
Christian Doctrine, since if this point be disre-
garded, you will be perpetually blinded by your
passions, and thus rendered incapable of discerning’
the truth, even though. delivered te you by the
message of an Angel. For such is the delusive
nature of sin, and of all sinful affections, that,
turning the heart from Gob, they turn it aside
also from the ETERNAL TRuTH,_ and thus plunge
it into an abyss of the most frightful darkness,
where it can see nothing but doudt, and rejoice in
nothibg but the denial of all the sublime verities
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of revealed wisdom. Allow me, therefore, to call
to your recollection, that it is the grand end and
design of the manifestation of Gob in the person
of Jesus CHRIST, not only to open your eyes to
clearer views of HimserLr, His Worp and
- KinaD®y, but also to inspire you with 2 more
ardent love towards those GREAT REALITIES, and
thus to kindle in you a mare active and lively zeal
in regard to the conduct necessary on your part te
secure thema. You are not, therefore, to comsider
the Gospel merely as a code of barren and specu-
lative articles of faith, which may leave you just
a8 much enthralled to your sins and your passions
as they found you—but you are to view it as pre-
senting to youw, from the Gon of Heaven, new
aids and increased energies to avercome yourself
and the warld ; to gain the victory over the powers
of darkness, who bave their defiled abodes in your
.eorruptions, and to exalt you into the regions ef
heavenly purity and peace, by replenishing you
.with the pure love of Gop and of yeur neighbour.
You are to view it, in shert, as supplying yon
- with new principles of life, new motives, new en-
couragements, through a more abundgnt commu-
nication of the Divine Spirit, agreeable to those
wards of JEsus Curist, where He says, “ I am
< come that they might have life, emd that THEY
4 MIGHT HAVE IT MORE ARUNDANTLY.” (John
- x.10:) You are to comsider, therefore, that you
E
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can never fulfil the true design of the Gospel, only
so far as you become a new man, ‘being re-born to
new purposes, new ends of life, new prospects, new
hopes, and new enjoyments. It is principally on
this ground, then, that I am earnest to call you to
the acknowledgiment of JEsus CHRIST' as your
Gob and SAVIOUR, because in that acknowledg-
ment you will find a DiviNE PowER, not only
mearer to you, but also more powerful to overcome
all the enemies of your salvation, and to renew
you in a heavenly image and likeness.

To this Gop, then, and His OMNIPOTENCE,
I now commend you. Think no longer of a dis-
tant, an unknown, an invisible, an unapproachable,
an irreconcileable Gop, but of the Gop who, by
assuming a GLORIFIED HuMANITY, has rendered
Himself at once near, known, visible, approach-
able, and reconcileable. Abide in this Gop, and
then this Gop 'will abide in you. But whereas
you can neither acknowledge nor abide in this
Gob, unless you repent of your sins, with a sted-
fast purpose to lead a new life of heavenly love
and charity, let this be the first object of your
concern, to put away the evil of your doings from
before the eyes of that HoLy and OMNIPOTENT
Gobp, and learn to do good. 'Then will He ten-
derly love and unceasingly bless you, and unto you
will be extended the gracious privilege, where it.
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is written, “ To as many as received Hrm, to them
«“ gave HE power to become the Sons or Gob,
“ being born not of blood, nor of the will of the
« flesh, nor of the will of MAN, but of Gop.”
(Jobn i. 12, 13.) ’

AMEN.
]
LETTER 1V.
On the Ematence and Operation of Evil Spmts,- :
called the Devil. . .

As ‘you seem desirous to know my senti-
ments concerning evil Spirits,-or what are com-
monly called. Devils, I take this opportunity of
_ laying before you, first, the testimony of the Sa-
cred Scriptures on the subject ; and secondly, the
conclusions of sound reason resultmg from that’
testimony.

In the Scriptures of the Old Testament, we find
but little information respecting the existence and
agency of evil Spirits, and yet the little we do
find is enough to convince us that such agents are, -
and also that they have access to man. Thus it is
written in Leviticus, that ¢ they shall no more
“ offér their sacrifices unto Devils ;" (chap xvil.
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7.) ‘and in Deuteronomy, ¢ Fhey sacrificed (o
« Devils, not to Gon ;" (chap. xxxii. 17.) and in
the book of Psalms, “ They sacrificed their sons
“ and their daughters wunto Devils.” (Psalm cvi.
87.) Thus, too, we read in the book of Judges,
of an “ evil Spirit sent forth by Gop between Abi-
“ melech and the men of Sechem;” (chap. ix. 23.)
and in the first book of Samuel, we are told, that
“an evil Spirit from the LORD Woubled him.”
(Chap. xvi. 15. chap. xviii. 10.) To the same
purpose we learn from the first book of the Kings,.
that a lying Spirit went forth to seduce the pro-
phets of Ahab ; (chap. xxii. 19, 20, 21, 22.) and
from the first book of the Chronicles, that ¢« Satan
“ stood up against Israel, and prevoked David to
“ number Israel ;” (chap. x1i. 1.) and from the
book of Job, that ¢ Satan went ferth from the
« presence of the LORD, and smole Job mith sere
“boils.” (Chap.i.6,7,8,9,10,11, 12. chap. i
1,2,8,4,5,6,7.) In the boek of Psalms, teo,
we read of the ALMIGHTY ¢ sending evil Angels
“ among the people ;” (Psalm lxxviii. 49.) and in
the prophet Zechariah we find it written, that he
saw “ Joshua the high priest standing before the
“ Angel of the LoRD, end Satan standing at his
_ “ right hand to resist him.”” (Chap. iii. 1. )

But howsoever scamy may. be the .measure of-
evidence presentad 0 us:in the Old Testament, on
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the subject of evil Spirits, full and complete com-
pensation is made for the deficiency in the Scrip-
tures of the New Testament. Thus we rcad of the
GRrEAT REDEEMER Himself being the subject of
diabolical mfluence and assault, in His temptatioh
of forty days in the wilderness, (Matt. iv. 1 to 12.
Mark i. 12, 13. Lukeiv. 1to 14.) Again, we
read how the powers of darkness had gained such .
an ascendancy here on earth, that they even en-
tered into the bodies of men, and took an entire
possession of them. (Matt. viii. 28 to 34, chap
xiv. 43, 44, 45. chap. xvii. 14 to 21. Mark v. 1 to
17. chap. vii. 25 to 31. chap. ix. 17 to 28. Luke
viii. 26 to 40. chap. ix. 37 to 41. chap. xi. 17 to
27.) On some of these occasions, too, it is re-
markable, that the evil Spirits spake, for in one
instance it is written, that they ¢ cried out, saying,
“ What have we to do with thee, JESUS, thou SoN
“ oF Gop? art thou come hither to torment us
“ before the time? And afterwards they besought
“ Him, saying, if thou cast us out, suffer us to go
“ apay into the herd of swine.” (Matt. viii. 28
to 33.) In like manner, it is recorded by another
evangelist, that the “ unclean Spirit being asked
« his name, answered, saying, My name is Legiop,
« for we are many ;” (Mark v. 9.) and in the fol-
lowing verse they are also spoken of in the plaral
number, for it is written, that ¢ ALL THE DEJVILS '
“ besought JESUS, saying, send US into the herd
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« of swine.” (Verse 12.) Again, in the 12th.
chapter of the evangelist Matthew, when the Pha-
rises charged JEsus with casting out Devils by
Beelzebub the prince of the Devils, 1le doth not
reprove them for cherishing a mistaken idea about
the existence and operation of evil Spirits, but for
imputing to Himself an infernal agency. (Verses
24 t0 29.) And again, we read in the same chap-
ter, the following extraordinary relation—« When
“ the unclean Spirit is gone out of a man, he walk-
“ eth through dry places, seeking rest, and JSindeth
. “ none. Then he saith, I will return unto my
“ house, from whence I came out. Then goeth he
“ and taketh to himself SEVEN OTHER SPIRITS
“ more wicked than himself, and they enter in and
« dpwell there.” (Verses 43, 44, 45.) And to prove
that this relation was to have its accomplishment,
Jesus CHRiIST adds, «“ Even so shall it be also
“ unto this nicked generation.” (Verse 45.) But
to demonstrate that He Himself had power over
all such infernal agents, and was willing to com-
municate that power to others, we read in the
. evangelist Luke, that He « gave His twelve disci-
« ples power and authority over all Devils ;"
(chap. ix. 1.) and on another occasion, that ¢ the
 seventy returned again with joy, saying, LORD,
“ the Devils are subject to us through thy name.”
(Chap. x. 17.) To cast out Devils was accord-
ingly made a sign and proof of a true faith.
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(Mark xvi. 17.) - In the parable also of the sower,
we are taught, that the « wicked one [the Devil]
“ cometh, and calcheth away that which was sown
“in the heart.” (Matt. xiii. 19.) And in the pa-
rable of the tares of the field, that « the enemy who
“ soweth them is the Devil.”” (Verse 39.) JEsus
CHRIST likewise says of the Jews, « Ye are of
“ your father the Devil, and the lusts of your fa-
“ ther ye will do. He was a murderer from the
"% beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
“ there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a
““ lye, he speaketh of his own, for ke is a liar, and
“ the father of it.” (John viii. 44.) To the same
purport He declares to the apostle Peter, < Simon,
« Simon, Satan hath desired to have thee, and to
“ sift thee as wheat.” (Luke xxii. 31.) It is writ-
ten also of the traitor Judas, that the Devil put it
into the heart of Judas to betray his Master ; (John
xiii. 2.) and again, that « after the sop Satan en-
“ tered into him.” (John xiii. 27.) JEsus CHRIST,
too, saith to the wicked on the left hand, “ Depart
“ from ME, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
“ pared for the Devil and his angels.” (Matt
xxv. 41.)

Nor are the apostolic writers less explicit on
this important point, for we read in the epistle to
the Ephesians, the following interesting caution :
“ Neither give place to the Devil ;” (chap. iv. 27.)

N
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and in the 6th. chapter we are exhorted to put on
the whole armour of Gob, for this very weighty
reason, that we ¢ may be able to stand against the
“ wiles of the Devil ;” (verse 11.) after which it
is added, that ¢ we wrestle not against flesh and
¢ blood, -but against principalities, agatnst powers,
“ against the rulers of the darkness of this world,
“ against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
(Verse 12.) In the first epistle to Timothy, we
read also a caution given him to this effect: that
he should not ordain a novice ; and the reason is
immediately added, « lest being lifted up with
« pride, he should fall into the condemnution of the
« Devil ;” (chap. iii.*6.) and in the next verse it
is added, « lest he fall into reproach, and the snare
¢ of the Devil.” 1Inthe second epistle, likewise,
an affectionate admonition is given to * in-
“ struct in meekness those that oppose themselves,”
to which is added, as a motive, * that they may
_ % recover themselves out of the snare of the Devil,
“-who -are taken captive by him at his will.” (Chap.
ii. 25,.26.) Again, in the epistle to the Hebrews,
we are instructed, that this was one end of the
manifestation of Gop in the flesh, that « through

 death He might destroy him that had the power
« of death, that is, the Devil.” (Chap. ii. 14.) On
_the same ground, we find many salutary maxims

of .conduct sprescribed, as where 4t is ‘written,

“ Resist we Devil, and he witl fee from you.”
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(Jamnes iv. 7.) And again, * Be sober, be vigi-
% lant, because your wdversary, the Devil, as a
% roarinyg tion, walkelh about, seeking whom ke may
“ devour ; mhom resist, sledfust i the faith)
(1. Peter, v.8,9.) And again, “ He that com-
“ mitteth sin is of the Devil, for the Devil sinneth
“ fromn the beyinning. For this purpese the SoN
“oF GoD mus smanifested, that He migh! desiroy
“ ithe works of the Devil. {In this the chiddren of
“ 3o are manifost, and the clnldren of the Devil.”,
(1. Jobn, iii. 8, 10.) 1n the book of the Revela-
tions, also, we find the same testimony throughout,
respecting the existence and operation of the same
mibermal agency. Thus the Devil s represented as
- “casting somme into prison.” (Chap. ii. 10.) And
it is said of some, that « they repented not of the
“ mworks of thewr hamds, Lthat they should wot worship
“ Deviks.” (Chap. ix.'20.) Inthe twelfth chap-
ter also we read, bhat « the G'reat Dragem was
“ cast out, that.edd Sexpen!, called the Devil and
“ Satan, wiich deceweth the whole world ; he was
“ cast out into the earth, awd his Angels weve cast
“ om! with kim ;” (verse 9.) and it is then added, -
“ Wo Lo the mhabiters af the earth and of the seay,
« Jor the Devlsis come doron unto you having great
“wrath” (Werse 12.) Again, in the sixteeath
whapter of the same book, we read of « the Spirits
“ of Bevils morking miracks ;” (verse 14.) and in
the 1Bsh. chepter, -of < Babyion becoming the ha-
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“ bilation of Devils;” (verse 2.y and in the 20th.
chapter, that the ¢ Old Serpent, which is the De-
“uvil and Satan, was bound a thousand years.”
(Verses 2, 10.)

Such, Sir, is the interesting and multiplied tes-
timony of the Sacred Scriptures concerning those
evil Spirits who are sometimes called Devils, some-
times Satan, and sometimes evil Angels. Let us
now consider, in the second place, what must be
the proper conclusions of sourd reason resulling
Jrom this testimony.

And here allow me to ask yourself, or any other
rational person, whether it is at all probable, that
the ALMIGHTY, in His WoRD, would have given
us so many repeated intimations, both of the ex-
istence and operation of such infernal agents, if no
such agents really did exist and-operate ? For the
subject, you find, is not casually adverted to in the
Sacred Volume, but is interwoven, as a connected
and continual thread, in the whole contexture of
its narrative and design. Isit probable then, I
say, that there should be no such beings as Devils,
when yet the features of their existence and agency
are so prominent in the Worp or Gon? Isit
probable that Jesus CHRiST should give His
twelve disciples power and authority over all Devils,
and that His apostles, in their epistles, should de-
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liver to the world so many salutary cautions re-
specting them, if Devils were only fancied or fa-
bulous beings, and exerted no-baneful influence on
the human mind?. We are compelled, therefore,
to conclude, from the above testimony, that there
are such agents as evil Spirils, whether they be
called Dev[l.é, Satans, or evil Angels, for we are
not contending about names, but about the realities
which those names involve, and by which they are
described. It merits consideration also, that fre-
quent mention is made, in the Sacred Scriptures
throughout, of the abodes of evil Spirits, which
abodes, in the Hebrew of the Old Testament, are
called, Scheol, and in the Greek of the New, are
distinguished by the several names of Gehennah,
Hades, and A4byssus, which, in our English trans-
lation, are rendered by the two terms Hell and the
Bottomless Pit. But of what use, or to what end
could be these abodes, if there were no inhabitants
to occupy them ? The rational conclusion there-
fore is, that since abodes are assigned, in the Sa-
.cred Scriptures, for evil Spirits, there must be
evil Spirits to inhabit them.

If it be objected that the names Devil, Satmi,
and evil Angel, were intended to express only the
abstract principle of evil, and not any organized
or personified 'forms of evil, and that consequently
JEesu$ CHRIST, in giving His disciples power and
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anthorily over all Devils, meant only to give them
power and authority over evil in the abstract, ¥
would reply, that it is absolutely impossible to forn
any idea of what evil in the abstract is, or means.
For by evil, I should suppose, is here to be under-
stood, spiritual gvil, or evil of the Spirit. But what
is spiritual evil, or evil of the Spirit, when sepa-
rated from an orgamized or personified form P
Is it any thing that can be comprehended by
any idea of the human mind? JEesus CaRrisT
describes the Devil, as- being a murderer and a
fiar, (John viii. 44.) by which terms, I should
imagine, we are to understand, that the Devil, as a
murderer, is ever wilfully and deliberately disposed
to destroy, both in himself and others, the life of
heaven-born love and charity ; and as a liar, wil-
Jully and deliberately to oppose, both in himself
-and others, the testimony of heaven-born truth or
Saith. Al this then is perfectly intelligible, when
applied to an erganized or personified being, such
as we may conceive a Devil to be. But what
meaning can be attached to it, when applied to
evil in the abstract, or to a principle void of form,
of organization and of personification, consequently
of conscience and of identity ? For can evil in the
 abstract be supposed capable of deliberately and
wilfully destroying in itself and others, the life of
heaven-born fove and charity, and of deliberately
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and wilfully opposing, both in itself and others,
the testimony of heaven-born truth and faith P
Can evil, in the abstract, therefore, with any pro-
priety, be called a murderer and a liar ?- Besides,
~ we are informed that the Devils knew JEsus
CHRisT, crying out, I know thee who thou art,
the HoLy ONE oF Gop.” (Mark i. 24. Luke
iv. 84.) They also talked and argued with Him,
saying, “ What have we to do with thee? = Art
“ thow come hither to torment us ?* (Matt. viti.
28 to 33.) 'They requested, too, that they might
be permitted to enter into a herd of swine. But .
can it be conceived that evil, in the abstruct, could
know and say, and do all this® For who ever
‘heard of evil i the abstract either thinking or
speaking, or deliberately acting ? Or how could
evil in the abstract depart out of the body of a
man, und enter mto 2 Izerd qf' swine ?

’I‘he dea then that the Deml Satan, and. etil
Angels,are terms intended-onlyto describe evil in the
abstyact, is a groundless and faltacious idea, and ¥
am persuaded, that if you will examine it by any
~ lightof truth and rationality in' youtr own mind, you

will .discover it to be so, and reject it accordingly.
You will perceive also, that upon the same priu-
ciple-that the Pevil is conceived to mean ouly evit
in the abstract, an Angel may be conceived to
mean only good in the abstracs, and thus all per-
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sonified good may be denied, as well as all per- -
sonified evil. But we know, from high authority,
that the beings called Angels, do not mean only -
good in the abstract, but that they are real perso-
nified and organized forms of good, having fre-
quently been seen as such by men like ourselves.
Thus they were seen by Abraham, Jacod, Joshua,
Manoah, Zechariah and others, as the pages of the
Old Testament abundantly testify; and also by.
Joseph, Mary, Zacharias, the pious women at the
Lorp’s sepulchre, and John, ‘as we learn from
the pages of the New. It is remarkable also, that
whensoever these heavenly messengers were seen,.
they were always seen as men, that is to say, in a
human form, consequently with human faces, and
all the other organized parts of the hwman body..
Accordingly the Angel, who appeared -at the
Lorp’s sepulchre, is called, by the evangelist
Mark, a young man. (Mark xvi. 5.) Angels, then,
it is plain, are personified and organized forms of
good, and not any mere abstract principle of good,
void of form, of organization and of persorification, .
which is incapable of being apprehended under
any rational idea. 'Why then may we not suppose
Devils to be personified and organized forms of
evil? ‘or what probable reason can be assigned
why good should have its personification and or-.
ganization, and not evil ? : _
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But perhaps you are at a loss to conceive how
evil should ever acquire a form and organization,
and why the AumMIGHTY did not prevent it, espe-
cially when the beings so formed were hostile to
Himself and His heavenly kingdom. Your per:
plexity, on this occasion, it must be confessed, in-
volves difficulties of no easy solution, but then they
are difficulties which do not affect the point in
question, which is, not whether we can account for
the existence of beings called Devils, but whether
such beings really exist ? 1 might also excuse my-
self from attempting the solation of these difficulties,
on the ground that we have no sufficient data in
the Sacred Scriptures to assist us in such a so-
lution, and, consequently, that all our reasoning on
the subject must be mere conjecture and uncer-
tainty. Nevertheless I feel anxious to présent to
your notice one observation, which may possibly
throw'some light upon the mystery, and tend in
some measure to remove your perplexities.. The
observation I mean is this ; that it is just as easy
to conceive how evil- can acquire an organized
Jorm, as how good can acquire it; and since it
appears impossible that either evil or good should
aequire such a form, except in an intelligent sub-
ject, such as man is, therefore it is easy to conceive
farther, that good, loved and cherished, forms an
Angel in man, and that evil, loved and ckerished,
forms a Devil in man. If you say that all Angels
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_were originally created Angels, and that alk Devils
are nothing but fallen Angels, and that comse-
quently neither 4ngels nor Devils were ever men
like ourselves, I would reply, that this is all con-
jeeture, and unsupported by avy sufficient anshority
of the Sacred Scriptures. Indeed, ia one instance,
the Sacred Scriptures give a contrary testimonmy,
since we read, in the book of Revelations, of an
Angel who confesses himself to have been a man.
For when the apostle John fell at his feet to wor-
ship him, he said unto- John, ¢ See thow do if notb ;
« I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethen thai
# have the testimony of Jesus.” (Rev. xix. 10:)
And if this be true in one instance, why may it not
be so in all? And why therefore may we not
" conclude, thatboth Angels and Devils have once
been men, Angels good men, who cherished i
themselves the love and the wisdom of Gon, and
Devils wicked men, who rejected such love and
wisdom, through the inordinate love of them-
selves and the world?  This idea is strongly cor-
‘roborated by the testimony of the apostle Paul,
whe says expressly, « That was nat firsi which is spi-
« ritual, but that which is natural, and efterwards
-« that which is spiritual.” (1 Car. xv. 46.) Foris i
- not a fair conclusion from these wozds, that hoth
Angels and Devils were first natwral, and afier-
wards spiritual, in other words, were first men in
the natural world, and aftermards, sccowling e



81

their reception or rejection of heavenly love and
wisdom, acquired their respective organized spiri-
“tual_forms, either angelical or infernal? If you
object to the idea of an organized spiritual form,
and ask, how a Spirit can be supposed to have
_such a form ? T would reply, in the words of the
“apostle, where he says, « There is a natural body
“ and there is a spiritual body.” (1. Cor. xv. 44.)
Spirits, therefore, may have spiritual bodies, as men
" have natural bodies, but how can we conceive of
'_‘,any body thhout an oryamzed Jorm ?

In regard to your other diﬂiculty, viz. of con-
_ceiving why the ALmieuTY. should permit the
existence and operation of beings who are hostile
,to Himself and His kmgdom, I would observe,
“that it is impossible to justify such permission, but
upon the idea that the ALMIGHTY converts that
_ very hostility into the means both of enlarging and
confirming His own kingdom, agreeable to what
_He Himself declares concerning Pharaoh, where.
He says, “ And in very deed for this cause have I
“ raised thee up, for to show in thee my power, and
¢« that my name .may be declared throughout the
“ earth.”” (Exod. ix. 16.) And is there not abund-
ant reason to suppose that this is true of all evil and
evil Spirits, as well as of Pharaoh ? The apostle
informs us, that « where sin abounded, grace did

- “much more abound.” (Rom. v. 20.) . The opera-

F .
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tlons, then, of enl and of evil Spmts, may be so
over-ruled by the Divine Omnipotence, as to pro-
"duce a greater abundance of the fruits of Divine
grace and mercy in the minds of men. It is ac-
cordmtr]y wmten, by another apostle, “ BIessed is

¢ the man that endureth temptatwn, for when he

% 1s templed he. shall receue the crown of I jé
« which the LorD hath promcsed to them tkat love

L Hzm " (James i. 12.) But what shall 'we say is

temptatzon, but the assault of evil and of evil Spl-
rits? And what is meant by enduring it, but ‘a
patlent resistance to its influence? And whence
_can come the blessedness of such endurance, but
from the increased power over evil, through the
mcreased ascendancy of good, which is here called
the crawn of life? We are authorized then, in
_ concluding, that the ALMIGHTY. converts all the
ass:mlts of evil and of evil Spirits, when exercised
on Hw clnl(lren, or on those who patlently resist
them, into- the blessed means of purification,” and
of thereby both increasing and perfecting the as-

) cendancy of His grace and love. Thus the happi-

"ness of a good man may possibly be brighténed

" and enlarged by the very sufferings which he en-

dures in the process of its attainment, wlulst the
dark shades of his sorrows and troubles may tend
(to throw an additional lusire over his joys aid
blessedness Is it not conceivable therefore, and
"even probable, that the’ ALMIGHTY petmits evil,
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and evil Spirits, with some sach vwws as these,
thus verxfymo‘ the Dnvme declmatlon, whére it is
wrltten, “ The wratlz of man shall praise thee ?
(Psalm lxv1 10. ) For in natur(ﬂ thmtrs, we know,
that the value of any property is always helghtened
by the pams and labour endured in its pursult
'And Why may not this be the case also in regard
to sptrztual property, which is the possesslon of th t &
Divine love, and wxsdom, and | peace ? ‘How do wé
know, too, what new mamfestatlons of ‘the ‘Divine
mercy, provxdence and protectlon, may in future
be called forth by the i mcreasmg mﬂuence of ' the
.powers of darkness ? Certaln it is, that her etofore,
in every age of the chur ch, the hostxhty of ' those

owers, and the dangers resultmg from that "hé<
Stlllty, have only tended to bring into filler and
brlghter display, the love and Ommpotence of that
Drvine Being, who'is contmua’lly converting'thd
opposmon of His foes into the means of accomplish
ing His own desigs, and of thus 01v1ng ‘additional
splendour to the jewels whlch compose the crowris
of His children. And why may we not’ shppose
that this will always ‘continue to be the case, and
that thus the ALMIGHTY will be for ever justifiéd
m “the permission of that evil, wlneh He compels
to administer to His own purposes ‘of - perpettmlly
mcreasmg, varymg' and perfectmg, the’ conimu‘
mcatlons of Hls love, blessmg and protectlon a

v S . ,""E"
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Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to satisfy your
enquiry respecting the existence and operation of
evil Spirits, and I have now only to call your
attention to one further observation on the subject,
which is this, that the doctrine which I have been
discussing, like all other doctrines revealed to us
in the WoRbD of the Most HicH, is a practical
doctrine, because highly conducive to the purifica-
tion and regeneration of every human being.
Would you secure therefore to yourself all the
spiritual benefits and advantages which this doc-
trine has a tendency to bestow? You must en-
deavour to reduce it to practice, by thinking and
acting upon it in the course of your daily conduct.
You must consider, therefore, that you are placed,
during your abode in this world, between t:co king-
doms, the one of light, and the other of darkness,
and that the inhabitants of each kingdom have
access to you, and are eager to make you their
own. From one kingdom comes all that is good,
and wise, and lovely, and orderly, and happy ; and
from the other kingdom, all that is evil, and foolish,
and hateful, and disorderly, and miserable. Thus
the ALMIGHTY hath « set before you, life and good,
and death and evil ;" (Deut. xxx. 15.) and He
hath also given you freedom of choice, so that you
can determine for yourself which to choose and
which to reject. But what words can express the
importance of this your determination ? For how
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plain is it to see, that on the event of it will depend
your everlasting happmeSs or misery,- since it is to
decide, whether you are to become a blessed An«el :
to rejoice for ever about the throiie of Gop, or an
accursed Devil, to be banished for ever from the
presencé of Gob and of all His holy Angels.

Take upon you then, I earnestly intreat you,
a temper and a spirit suitable to these circum-
stances of your true state. The present world,
like a shadow of the evening, is passing away ra-
pidly from your grasp, and in a few years, possibly
in a few months or weeks, you will find yourself
in another and an eternal world, amongst other
beings, other interests, and other dependencies.
Choose then now what will be hest for you to have
chosen then. Choose, I say, life, by attaching
yourself, with your best affections, to the GREAT
and GLorr1ous Gop, His WorD and KiNcDOM ;
and refuse death, by separating yourself from all
that evil and folly, and disorder and misery, of sel-
fish and worldly love, which would connect you
with the Spirits of darkness, and plunge you into -
their abyss of death and destruction. Then will
the GREAT and GLORIOUS GOD be your FRIEND,
your FATHER, your PROTECTORand DELIVERER,
and when the time of your probation in this lower
world is past, you will be found amongst the happy
number of those to whom will be addressed the
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welcome words, ‘- Come, y¢ blessed of my FATHER, -
* inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the,
« foundation of the world,” (Matt, xxv.34.) That
this may be your happy lot, is, and will be, the
. wnceaging prayer of your ever affectionate.

AMEN.
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