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What is Wikispore?
● Wikispore is a wiki, and proposed new sister project, to develop test wikis to 

fill out the rest of the reference shelf with new genres of free knowledge.

● Unlike Wikimedia Incubator, which is about repeating proven patterns in new 
languages, it focuses on experimentation and diversification in new formats. 

● Eventually, it should function similarly to the Community Wishlist Survey in 
that the proposals with the widest support would be selected each year for 
interim development, and we would try to grow them into full sister projects.

https://wikispore.wmflabs.org/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikispore


Growth and innovation slows 
down as projects get older.

The Rise and Decline of an Open Collaboration System
Aaron Halfaker et al., 2013

Revisiting "The Rise and Decline" in a Population of Peer Production Projects
Benjamin Mako Hill et al., 2018

Why are we doing it?

https://humancomputation.com/blog/?p=6495
https://mako.cc/copyrighteous/revisiting-the-rise-and-decline


Project type innovation has slowed down.
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Jimmy Wales: Ten Things That Will Be Free
(Wikimania 2005)

Erik Möller: Beyond the Encyclopedia
(Wikimania 2010)

We haven’t made much progress in freeing all types of knowledge

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Wikimania_Jimbo_Presentation.pdf
https://wikimania2010.wikimedia.org/wiki/Submissions/Beyond_the_Encyclopedia:_The_Frontiers_of_Free_Knowledge


2018-20 Movement Strategy:
Innovate in Free Knowledge

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2018-20/Recommendations/Innovate_in_Free_Knowledge


m:Proposals for new projects
is a dead end.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Proposals_for_new_projects


How does it work?

● Hosted on Wikimedia Cloud, to make the setup transparent and 
easy to replicate

● Relies on central identities (Wikimedia login); we avoid storing 
private data as much as possible

● Once Wikidata federation becomes possible, we’ll use that to 
connect articles to the official projects

● The experimental projects are separate namespaces on the 
same wiki (for now)



Where are we now?

● 14 experimental projects (spores) proposed, 9 have content

● About a hundred spore pages, with 19 editors working on them

● In total, 27 active users made ~300 edits last month

● Major user experience elements like visual editing have been 
replicated, a lot of smaller things are missing



Demo

https://wikispore.wmflabs.org/


How can you help?

● Support the sister project proposal

● Write articles for one of the spores

● Propose your own spore

● Sign up for WING, our usergroup-in-the-making

● Help with some of the technical tasks

● Join the mailing list and Wikimedia Chat meetings

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikispore
https://wikispore.wmflabs.org/wiki/Spores
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedians_Innovating_New_Genres
https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/project/view/4250/
https://lists.wikimedia.org/mailman/listinfo/wikispore


Thank you!
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