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FOREWORD 4

he most brilliant age in Tamil literature, the so-called

Bangam Age, came to aclose at the downfall of
the three Tamil Dynasties, and was succeeded by dark ages
which continued all through the long period of anarchy
and misrule in Southern India. Tt was after the advent
of Buropeans in general, and Buropean Christian Miss-
ionaries in particular, that the‘revival of Tamil letters
began.

When Europeans realised that the best way of
knowing and influencing the Tamil people, among whom
they came to live and work, was through the knowledge
of their language, they applied themselves closely to the
study of Tamil. They found it was a noble language
with a noble litetature, but was generally neglected by
its people, mainly by reason of its literary dialect being
almost entirely poetical, and so different from the spoken
dialect, that one, who could read and write the language
as spoken, could not even divide a line of poetry into its
component words, unlessone had made a special study
of it for years,

So they seem to have thought it their first duty to
try toopen the eyes of the Tamils to the greatness of
their language. With this object in view, many of them
have expressed their opinion of Tamil, its literature, and
grammar. Their opinions arve very useful and interesting,
but we have space here only for a few of them.

First, as regards the language : Dr. Winslow writes,
“Tt is not perhaps extravagant to say that in its poetic
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form the Tamil is more polished and exact than the
Greek, and, in both dialects, with its borrowed treasures,
more copious than the Latin. Inits fulness and power,
it more resembles English and German than any other
living language.” Dr. Schimid writes of Tamil that * the
mode of collocating its words follows the logical or intel-
lectual order more so than even the Latin or Greek.”
The Rev. P. Percival gbserves, “Perhaps no language
combines greater force with equal brevity; and it may be
asserted that no human speech is move close and philo-
sophic in its expression as an exponent of the mind. The
sequence of things —of thought, action, and its results—
Is always maintained inviolate.” Professor Whitney
writes that he “ was informed by an Amervican who was
born in South India and grew up to speak its language
vernacularly along with his English, a man of high educa-
tion and unusual gifts as a preacher and writer, that he
esteemed the Tamil a finer language to think and speak
in than any European tongue known to him.”

Dr. G. Slater, late Professor; of Indian Economics in
the University of Madras, writes that ‘“‘the Tamil lang-
uage is extraordinary in its subtlety and sense of logic,”
and that ‘the perfection with which it has been devel-
oped into an organ for precise and subtle thought, com-
bined with the fact that it represents a much earlier stage
in the evolution of inflexional language than any Indo-
germanic tongue, suggests...... the priority of the Dravid-
lans in attaining settled order and regular Government”,
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and that “as it is known to us it is the product of a very
long period of a somewhat elaborate civilisation.”

Secondly, as regards its literature: That “unique
genius ', Father Beschi, writes that * the Tamil poets
use the genuine language of poetry, and ¢ there are
excellent works in Tamil poetry on the subject of the
divine attributes and the nature of virtue.” Dr. Pope,
referring to the numerous ethic works in Tamil, remarks,
“I have felt sometimes as if there must be a blessing in
store for a people that delight so utterly in composi-
tions thus remarkably expressive of a hunger and thirst
after righteousness.” The Rev. H. Bower, a Eurasian,
writes of the Tamil poetess Auvaiyar, that “she sang
like Sappho, yet not of love, but of virtue,” and of
the Chintamani that “itis a moral epic of the
highest merit,” and of the Sacred Kural that the

“ work is superior to the institutes of Manu and is worthy
of the divine Plato himself.”

Thirdly, as regards its grammar : Rev. T. Brotherton
writes that “ it is generaily allowed by all who are at all
conversant with Tamil literature, that the Nunnool or
Tamil Grammar of Pavananti, is the most philosophic-
ally and logically arranged Grammar of any language in
the universe, and that it isa “ venerable and esteemed
‘work.”

Indian Christians have said none the less. One of
them writes of the Sacred Kural and its author that it
is refreshing to think that a nation which has produced
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so great a man and so unique a work cannot be a hope-
less, despicable race.” Another often observed that ¢‘one
of the main objects of studying Tamil literature is to
know and catch the genius of the ancient Tamil people.™
And another wrote: ‘“Indeed, the various kinds of elliptic-
al constructions in which Tamil greatly delights, the
philosophic sequence of things that it always wmaintains
inviolate, the logical and musical choice of terms that it
often makes from a veritable host of synonyms, the
implied significations that it often presents to the careful
reader, the numerous and extraordinary poetic licenses
that it enjoys, and, above all, the extreme elasticity by
which it possesses & large amoant of linguistic economy
and is capable of being interpreted according to the
intellectual capacity of the reader, these—these alone,
which none can deny it, are likely to make any one, who
is rightly and faithfully devoted to its literature, a person
of no mean mental powers....... There is no easier and
better method of gauging the genius and mental acumen
of the ancient Tamil race than to study their science of
grammar which they have carried to a very high degree
of perfection. Their subtle linguistic observation,- their
happy invention of the wonderful Sutra-device, their
logical arrangement of the rules, and their elaborate
methods of construing them cannot but be the wonder
of all ages.”

After many such eulogies, European and Indian
Christians have exhorted the Tamils not to neglect their
language.  They have also pointed out that neglect of
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vernacular means only national suicide. Dr. Pope wrote,
“Let the Tamils cease to be ashamed of their Tamil.”
Dr. Murdoch wrote to them, “Let them be assured that
so long as they despise their mother tongue they have
merely a thin whitewash of civilisation,” and quoted the
words of Von F. Schlagel: “That acquaintance with
foreign languages, whether dead or living, which is neces-
sary for men of letters and fashioa, is no longer associated
with neglect of their vernacular speech, a neglect which is
always sure to work its own revenge on those who prac-
tise it, and which can never be supposed to create any

prejudice either in favour of their politeness or their eru-
dition.”

Now, even if Europeans have not done anything else
than trying thus to open our eyes to the excellence of our
language, and warning us against neglecting it, we must
be extremely indebted to them. But they have done more.

They simplified the Tamil script. They introduced
space between the words, simple or compound, of a sen-
tence, for it had been the native custom to write a whole
sentence as 1f it were composed of one long word. They
were the first to print Tamil tracts, books, and papers.
They were the first to introduce the study of Tamil into
the civilised countries of the world. They were the first
to make Tamil translations from Huropean languages.
They were the first to compile Tamnil word-books, diction-
aries, and lexicons, which made obsolete the time-honour-
ed custom of memorising the metrical Tamil vocabulariess
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before taking up literature. They were the first to write
Tamil treatises on Natural Science. They were the first
to urge educated Tamils to bring out expurgated editions
of Tamil works, and to write interesting general literature
of a wholesome character. They were the first to show
us how to make a critical study of our language, literature
and grammar. And they were the first not only to teach
us that “that isnot good lgnguage that all understand not,””
and that there can be no $ocial, moral, religious, political
or economical progress among a people who have no
homely prose literature to read, but also to write ““modern
Tamil prose”, and create the reading habit among us.

The above lines contain a brief summary of a Ilong
public Tamil lecture, ‘‘Christianity and Tamil”’, delivered
by me about two years ago, in Madras. The author of
this book, who is a broad-minded Hindu School-Master,
says that the lecture roused his cuviosity, and gave him
the incentive to make a study of the subject himself, and.
the book is a result of it.

The book contains a very inwportant chapter, which
is not generally known, in the history of Tamil Language-
and Literature. The short biographical sketches and
notes of some of the FEuropean and native Christian
Tamil Scholars, and the well-selected specimens ¢f Tamil
writing of some of the European scholars cannot fail to be
quite interesting. We have here fine specimens of the
flowery language of the Italian Tamil scholar, Father De
Nobilibus; of the simple, direct, and telling language of the
Swiss, the Rev. C.T.E. Rhenius, on the Truthfulness.



xiv.
-of the Gospels ; of the poetical and literary, and colloguial
prose style of the Italian, Father C. J. Beschi, the great-
est of the Furopean Tamil scholars, who expresses, in

one of the passages quoted here by the author, his high
-appreciation of the Sacred Kural.

The book is well written too. Its language is simple,
correct, natural, and free from all tricks of style.

The book is sure to make all Tamil students feel
extremely proud of the literaturé and grammar of their
language, and love and study and improve it with zeal,

The author has my great thanks, and the book, my
best wishes.

Madras, % S. D. SARGUNAR,
Nov. 1, 1936. Lecturer in Tamsl,

Madras Christian Gollege‘
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A Classified Catalogue of Tamil Printed Books. (John
Murdoch, 1865.)
Ceylon Antiquary and Literary Register, Vol V.
Church History of Travancore. §C. M. Agur, 1901.)

Dictionary of Indian Biography. (C. E. Buckland C.1.E.,
1906.) *

History of Tranquebar Mission. (Fenger 1863.)
Histcry of Christianity in India. (J. Hough.)

History of Tamil Prose Literature. (V. 8. Chengalva-
raya Pillai.)

Life of C. J. Beschi. (Muthuswami Pillai.)

Men of Might in Indian Missions. (Hellen H. Holcomb,
1901.)

Madras Journal of Literature and Seience.

The Life and Times of (. W. Katirave! Pillai. (James H.
Martyn 1904.)

The Apostles of India. (J-N. Ogilive D:D:, The Baird
Lecture for 1915.),

The Tamil Plutarch. (Simon Casie Chetty, 1859.)
The Land of The Tamulians
Baierlein, 1875.)

The Promotion of Dravidian Linguistic studies in Com-
pany days. (C. S. Srinivasachari.)
The Promotion of Learning in India. (N. N. Law.)
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