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LOVE OF aGOD.

Itecalhing ftirst principles, we find that God ia
Cousciencr .

Enjoins certaiu duties and endless progress iz vir«
tue, :

With such feelings towards himself as his nature.
dermands. o

If now, through the disparity of his nature and
ours, o



e e ‘ i
. L] o

e stand far apart and embrace us not intimately,
Yielding to us no love, he surely derftands no love.
As well might & man claim love from his cows

heop.
'Ci‘rhznﬂ!‘;p what need of nature or right is self-devo-

tion called for ? ) ‘
Slgllfl'-devntiun will still indeed he possible, as in a

1 subject, ' o
W]ﬁ),ihgugh unknownu to his king, yet devotes
himself for his service :
Nor ls the king,to blame,
his sybjects ; . ‘
Else would he be less virtuous for notl loving
his faithful votary.

But if man be self-devoted to (rod who assuredly

knows him, ,
And God have no love, the man may seern to ba the

wiora virtuous ; ' .
Unless any say, that such sclf-devotion was an ex-

"
that he eannot know all

1,ravagan('('. . . ,
Here we must press, that if there be question of

Ctod's love, 7
1t 15 a cirt. our nature, that wany men
have Joved «

Have loved bic ath all the passion of virtuous

As a glorious Lord. a present Counsellor, a holy
Friend.

'his is a cardina! facl, important and undeniable,

A tirm stepping-stone amid mueertainties.

Try love Ly any test. and you find their love
seund —

T desire company and converse, is one great mark
of love

Many & man has preferred Giod s company to all
other,

Piding it sweeter than of friend, swecter than of

wife,

Doarer than his plewsantest work. and more longed
tor than any. -

Saerifices for a friend are another great mark of love:
Mauy amanfor God's love has forivited hnuman
~vmpathy,

ths ieft fortnne aud family, aud has died in tor-
ture.~

is it then imputable, that a man should love God
eupremely.

Rujeicing in bis counsel, thiobbing for his con-
seious presence, '

!l)nvntud to hig serviee, and dying horrivly for loy-
alty

And that the Perfeet God should not love this
wan at ull,

Nor care that he perished, more than had he been
a sheep ¢ .

Love i¢ our highest and most lovely virtue :

1f God has it not as much as we, hew can he beall
lovely ?

Love is of all our affections the most glorious,
Bupplying forces and heart to every noblest virtue.
To deny then that the Souree of love has love, is
mere paradosx,

And has no claim to pass as cautious philusophy.
Rut tends to degrade God aas less virtuous than
man,

Making adoration of his Holiness impossible,

And depriving the soul of the right or motive to
love him.

'}‘hus spiritual worship apd all heavenward ‘draw-
ings fail,

Unless God’s love to man be definitc and parsonal ;

Enthusiasm begomes gratuitous and self-dovotion
an impmd.elnct_:,?'qi e

\UA)

And religion loses its motives and its highest en-
orgies. :
or on]

able. v
For if the Highest regards men generically only,
Designing mankind to thrive, but caring for no
one man, .
Why should he attend to the personal case of caeh,
Or answer his prayer, or assist his struggling
virtue? - ‘
And if he stand apart from us, as aman from his
vattle,
Spending no love on each  and requiring no love,
No communion of soul Letween (God and man is
appropriate : ' ’
Rather would the attempt be unveenly and pre-
sumptuons.

This ix perbage the secret bulief of many acute
persons, .
(For it Hows direct from the denial of God's ave)
And they accept our conclusion, as right and na-
tural,
Thus their religion wholly loses ity inward ele-
ment ;
And even if they imagine some future cxistence
for ruan, .
tiod wil in it be eternally separate from man still,
So {lat the heaven itsell is descerated as carth.
Such a scheme may intend to be religions; ne-
vertheless mternally

1t bus no more spirtual foree than has woral
Atheism

Like Atheism wlso it is opposed 1o primary facts,
God dors not stand ar arw’~ length and deal with
us from without,

As a king with subjects, and keep no personal

g0, but Prayer becomes hm-dly‘i-easou-

. COnverse .

"But he speaks to us witkin, ho wlhaspers in, our
1

hearts,

As a Soul within the soul 1s he vlosely  interfused,
Not dealing as by ediets issued$o a gititade,

But by private councel as from a friendeto a friend.
And all those prineiples, wineh we laid Jown as
Aximns,

Show that God commands individual virtue,

And approves personul adoration, personal cow-
mnnion

And since the humun heart is notoriously capable
of this, .

Our proper telation to (rod is not as that of brutes
te man. .

Nor does he value us for anr Usefuluess as a man
values sheep. '

While we in tufn lodk to him for Protection only; — ¢
(As in the relations of the unlike where unlike
benefits are sought,

And Virtue 1¥ not sought, or is hut a means to an
end ;)- - '

But hero Virtue itself begins and ends the rela-
tiomn ;

Hence the affeetion arising is that of proper fricnd-
ship

W love i tor hig Goodness,
we raay be Good

Thus we are hwmble friends of him the Supreme

he loves us that

Friend, )
Augd self-devoting adoration of his holynosa: be-
comes possiblo. -

A W.. Newman,

o pPpom
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