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IN THE MATTER OF JAPAVESE WAR CRIMES £
IN THE iATTER OF ILL-TREATMENT OF /RT
SOVERS OF WAR AT MIYATA CAlY, FURUD -/
FROM THE 26 JUNE 1945 TILL T 7 BYD O
WISTILITINS

AFFIDAV IT

—

I, Yo, 113054, Lt. Cyril Edward BUCKE, Royal Corps of Signals, at present
attaciied to Depot Bn, Royal Signals, THIRSY, Yorks, and with permanent home
address at "Gaves", Rowberron nr. #@IlCOIBL, Somerset, make oath and say

as follows:

le I was taken Frisoner on December 25, 1941 at HONG XOU7T and spent
nearly a yvear there in various P+ camps, until 27 September 1943 when
I was shipved to Japan. ¢n arrivel there I 'ent to OSA A and stayed
ti1l the middle of 1943 when I was moved to ZLNSUJI. There I stayed
until 25 June 1945 when I was moved to !.IYATA,

{
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2. I was moved to 'IVATA samp with 44 other Pis, including #ing
Commander G. 1ATTID ', LAl , who became the Senior British Officer at
MIVATA camp. «hen we arrived at this camp there were alr ady about 800
Piis there, mainly Dutch. Uome of the PWs at [IIYATA had come from F'UKUOKA
No. 1 eamp and from TAIL .V, ‘hen these two camps had broken up their

personnel soattered,

Conditions uat MNIYATA camp renerally were verr hard, There was
much ill-trcatment of +is at the hands of the camp Comdt, Lt. SAKALOTO,
aided and abetted by his 3 1/¢ SGT, URIHiARA., They instituted in this
camp & reign cof terror, details of which appear later in this affidavit,
Nven after hostilities had ceased and SAIAIIOTO had received strict
instructions to treat the PWs well, several cases of beatin~s took place

after Aurust 10H, 1940,

Se MIYATA was & minin:® ocampe All the Allied ORs worked down the mine
and officers were emploved working in the fields, planting rice or sweet
notatoes or opening up new ground. So far as officers were concerned, the
rork started st 5:30 a.m. when we went out to the fields on the mine
roilway, and we did not get back to camp again until 6330 peme Not only
did officers have to work in t.e fields, but we also had to unload sacks
of rice and conl for the camp, move pit-props and empty latrines. Elderly
of'ficers (one was as old as 59) were selected for this work, luch of

this worl was suvervised by bovs of 16 and upwards who carried sticks

and were using theme The work was carrie. on alvost invariably atv

hirh pressure. The onlv Enclish thet was spoken by some of The ruards was
"furry up". fork in the water of the paddy fields of'ten caused cuts and
sores, hich took weelts to heal up.

4o The food which we were riven was utterly insufficient to maintain
health, let alone do the work which we were compelled to doe Officers
were allowed 360 prams of rice and 190 srams of flour per day. During




ment No, BOl6* Pucre 2

*iprst fortnisht at i IYATA camp officers lost on the average of 1
shout 6 1lbs in weirsht. No extra food could be obtained  and there is no
doiubt that the work we had to do could have been reduced. Several

wpplications to the Japanese interpreters for this to be done were

wede An examyle of a day's meals would be rice pap in the morn.

e were ~iven a small box with our midday meal in it, which we ate
out in the fields., This box usually contained a very limited quantity
of rice. e used to picl up on the road side or in the fields some
~reen stuff to o with it and we even used to collect frors and small
snakes which we hoiled up» and ate, In the evening we came back to either
flour pap or some rice. To my knorledre we never had any meat or dried
fish at anv time we were at LIVATA., I personally had lost 7 stone in
weight by the end of hoetilities,

Oe Out uccom-odation consisted of lathe und plaster huts, with 14 men
to 8 hute This wus not pgrossly overcrowded but we only just had room

6 lie down in reasonable comfort. There were no recr ation huts
provided except a library hut into w'.ich we rarely, if ever, had any

time to ~o, our working hours being from 5350 in the wornine to 6150

in the evening.

0 o Medical arranrements were verv bad and very limited.] There 18 no
Jdoubt in my mind that the Japanese could have made thinzs very much
b@tter for us if they had wanted to. 'ie were looked after by Dut~zh
108 who used to take the sick parades and give us wiatl medical treat-
went thev were able toe Evan so, any Japanese 'medical' NCO who knew
next to nothins could override the orders of the qualified Dutch (s,
Consejuently, if the 10 said that you were not fit to work and the
‘nese NCO said that you were, off you hed to rO.

‘e used to ret a limited quentity of Red Cross supplies, but

i+ was common mnviedre to wost of us that SGT. WUEL LA stole a
ood deal of our ...d Cross Food supplies Food for hospital patients

and sick, was onlv 10 o& of rice per day.

~y

[ o As rerards the renernl ill-treatment which we received at this
canp, tne follouin: rz the most sorious ocases, nost of wihich I SAW

myse 1f . e were in/orred on arrival by the commandant, Lt. SALA :0T0,
throurh his interpreter, thut, if we faliled to obev orders, we would

be bayonetied to death. ! Durinc the first 3 or 4 davs in the camp all

the o ficers wiho had arrived with me were subjected individually to

a series of heatines by 5 puards with rifles, fists, sticks and

feet for the 'ost trivial offences or for no offences at nll, doubtless
on the instructicis of SATAMNOTO with the idea of lickinm the new of'fficers
into shape.' Thc zuards were drawn [rom ClLe 195 Regt; some of them were

of the lowest tyve who welcomed a chanoe of be: tnfu- the “is, knowing that

tiey could not retalinte. | Ve never saw any order which set out the
rules end repulations of the camp:, so that we nover knew whether we were
of'fendine arainst them or not.

{
1
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In spite of protests to the Japanese interpreters, all Japanese,
militarvy and civilian, were allowed to administer corporal punishment .
for any o.'fence, real or fencied. One rule was that all Japanese, |
‘neludine boys of 1G hed to he saluted at all times, even in the darie
OJn one ocgasion O of'icers received contradictineg orders reparding
falling in for a work parade. They arrived a few minutes late on parade
snd Lte. +00DCOCK, Roval Ensineers, Was attacked by KATSU'L a civilian
member of th ataff, wno struck (CODCOCK so hard that his chin was cut
and he had to Lave TYO «titches in it., Another man, salled CO 'LING
was then attacled with & saw und .18 cheel badlv cute I did not witness
these assaults, but 1 saw the injuries imediately aftorwarases

\

Be On 6 Aurust 19495 spAIOTO attended the sick narade of the Japane se
doctor and orderaed AGC men ToO be ﬁi::charﬁed from Lhe ?IOSpital. Some
of them could lwmrdly stand, They were all sulled out on work parade

in the camp Tl rollowin: daye. 1 suw them on the parade eround.

Do Just prior to 7 Aurust 1945 the camb suf'fered a reduction of 10%

in the rice rotion. 1he Senior Off'icer prisoner mnade every efford

to see the Camp Corrandant to point out that the food W&aS insuf' ficient,

but all efforts fuileds On roll-call on the evenin< of 7 Aurust 1945

all British oflicers, 1+h a few exceplilons were ordered to remaln

behind, Between 90 - 100 officers were involved. 16 were fiven & .
lone huarengue by Gpte ~“RTIALRA on the cins of Britain, e.g., slavery in |
India, China, and werc informed that we were a1l to be beaten because the
senior of ficer had atte rted to see the Camp Commandant (SI»J'LT',?O) to
ma're a complaint. A request was ~ade that the sick and elderly of'ficers
(two of D9 veurs of are) should ve allored to fall oute This WwWas refused. |
£11 officers were then ordercd to assume the "on the hands dovm" position
snd thev were beaten on the rosterior wi+h bamboo sticks and poles |
by KURIVALA assisted Ly some of tne -uardse. The whole affair lasted }
ahout 40 mins. It is the general ovinion that this was carried out by
orders of SAVA VIO, so that he would not be werried by complaints from

the prisonerse One sick of ficer WaB struck on the base of the spine ‘isredl
and he fuinted. He was carried into the bathroom bv the uards and ﬁﬁ§§,f‘

|

him bv throwin huckets of water over him. Durine the tall: the officers were
made to hold their hands above thoir heads for a prolonged seriod during |
thich they were belaboured by the guards if their hands dropred an |
inch or soe. 0ffilcers received 3 - 10 strokes anch and some received 1
severe bruises on hip-bones, spine and buttockse. 1 Was oresent during |

the whole of this incident and received numerous bHlows mvself {rom the

puards anda KUt I ALL

10, Numerous other incidents and agsaults on officers took place. Yor
exanple on one cacasion I saw Major Fe. e TLLIAN=-PO ILETT, MNC, belng
severely beaten with the flat of the butt and the butt-end of & rifle

for failing tO sanlute a ~uurd & dav after arriving in the canmpe I also
s the same officer beins beaten on the head and body with & pick-helve
by the muurd sommander when reporting a number of' officers leavin~ the camp!
as & working partye. Hi1S raport was perfeoctly sorreot, nevertheless, he had

his heed split open behind his ear and a rib oraslked.
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1l e On 5 July 1945, Capte. Jo. He WALSH, while naked in the bathroom

vas attaclked by the same cuard commander who had attacked Major
ILLIAMPO./LETT, Capt. VALSH was struck with a pick-~helve 3 times aCross |
the head and twice across the mouth, He was badly bruised and lost a

*ood deanl of blood as a result of this attack, The only preason given

was that this officer had not saluted quickly enoughe 1 witnessed this
incident myself., On the same day this same suard commander assaulted
Capt. LAIBERT who was sick in his room. The guard kicked him the stomach
and inflicted ot'wr injuries to him, For a rood many days after this |
occurrence, Capt. LA BT was in some pain and it was some time before

he recovered. I did not nersonally witness this assault, but I saw

Capt. LAIBERT shortly alter 1it.
|

——— e —— -

12, Lt. SAIZ2."7), whom I rerard as personally responsible for all our
ill-treatment in this camp, was obviously consumed with hate for the
Allies and was therefore the last person to be in authority over Fis,

He had, I believe, been promoted from the ranks for bravery in the field
and had a reputation for getting things done. He was ill-educated, a
boor and completely ruthless, LUI'IFAIA on the otherhand, was better
educated, but was a complete hypoorite. /e often used high-sounding
ohrases about vrotecting Pis from dangers out-side the camp, but he
himself made n. attempt to control his violent temper which he vented

so frequently on the Pis., Though tie treatment which these two men inflict-
od throurh their staff on the British FVs was bad enou~h, the Dutch

-

P/s in this camp were, on many occasions treated even wWorse.

SH0IN By the said Cyril Edward 3UCKZD

at 6, Sprine Gardens in the City of J/Sifned/ Cyril Edward 3UCIE
iestminister, this 24th dayv of

Janmuary 194C.

/ﬂlwned/.ﬁ..b.fﬂﬂﬁ;;ACﬂ“ ALD,

llajor,
Lepal Staff,

I certif'y that this is a true copy of the original affidavit,

Re De Le %elly, Capt. Lepal Gtaff,
Office of the Judre Advocale General,




