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cxtended over a long period,.time, and 1 had so nany fricnas among the peorle

of the both countrics that, I think, I might be regerded eas one of the
piec-Britisn andé pro-dsaceric:. foetion in the Foreign Office.
Realizing the correctuess of this prineiple, I believed that Japan,

1o lend and saerica should not conflict in any anner, at eny tine aud
:® N B J )
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hat, further, they .ere not uble to wage & declisive ccnilict, considering

s st
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iony conditions surrounding thea, the only way for thenm to get nlong wes

Frr cY

to bring about friendly understunding bot.cen Thoia.

3) Ia Shenzhai too, I nmde & friendly acouuintance wita bire. Yu HJunz=-chur,

the then Mayor of Shanghei, bdre. Geuss, the U.S,.. Consul Genercl, lire

Jeis0. Devidson, the British ncting Consul General, and Mre. John Koswieik,

—

an influentizl business man in Slhianghal.,

5

h) At the time when I arrived at .y post ct Shanghal, while therc

the feelinz of relief arong the Chinese people on the news that the

[ncident wes settled and Generalissiin.. Chiong Kaishek roscuec, 1.ere

a 21o00ay auné unecsy forcboding about Sino-Japanzse re lations even 1in
2 \/ Y 7 .

-

Shanzhai over storay indications caused by the North Chilnd situation,
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o) wsnen I investizatod the affairs concerninz Japan and vnlna on Ly

L

arriving at .y post at Shanzhai, I got the report that Ching, brecking the
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Ccasc-Fire agrcorent of May, ~ * 1933 (of the Showa era),

noantui (or IFeuec Prescrvation Corps). in the forbldden wrca, i
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it with the rc.i lur cry, and was constructing  treaches wnd wire-entuns:

—

around the place, .nd wus reported to be reconstructiliy vVue Jusung HForircEsS.

L]

Wacn I reccived these reports, 1 did not wunt to neglect tacii, tanouzh 1t
-

was not lony since ny asswaing office, and: rocognizing tae nceessity of
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callinz them att 11. of the authoritics conccrncd, I rcquestced on 23rd
of June tie calling of & uecting of the joint coiaittee 3. on the Cease
saent of May 5. 195 Tue novy,al'ter consultation, approved 1y 1cGc

.L'l e 4T

-

Jitlhi tlic Consul-Generals and :ailitery and

Joint-Coxzittac

. ccoecerncd with the discussicon

I proposed in substance
®
a¢ reinforcencnt of the Facantui,
use of lizut tanks and iron-entangleicnts Ly
If' this acre truc, it would constitu
aent. and I wisr § oaaittee
tiie above facts arc truz or not." Mayor Yu ..odc an nbjectiol ) the proposel
r 1nvestigation, insisting thut Jupan was toc ncrvous. 4nd the third party
scut wt the Couiittec sceoxsc aet too plecsed teo intervane 1in the
Jesn Jupau and Chince. The Lceting ala not recch al
conclusion. But 1 belicved tiat I caould calltoe attention
tlie source oOf uncasiness at Shanzucil and thav I drove a acil into the vninesc
POLliCY o
On July 0lo Bridzc Incident broke oute If brou
scricus anxifet: o ti e8¢ and Forcigners at Shanzliale,
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At that: tiia 16 HaYuorsd alrcady fallen and Prince AONOYL

wied a Cobdinet. ¢ Foreizn Minister was Mr. (IROT4L: 4 feow doys after the
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reak of the Incident, I reccived instructions by telegraph from the
Government.

The instructions were as follows: "The Government is maintaining the
policy of local solution and of no-cnlargemcnt of this incident. You shall
take all pl@ssible mcans to prevent any incidcnts at Shanghel.® Instructions
bearing the sane inport reuched ny hands on two or three successive occasions.
7) Answering the anxious inquiries from the Chinese, the Foreigners and
from consuls, I explained the spirit of the instruction from the Governmaent,

and told them that I could assure thenm, in view of the local solution policy

of the Government, the incident would not fawad to Shanghai.

8) On around July L5. I remempber, Mr. Yu Hung-chun, the Mayor of Shanghail,

invited e to a tea-party, requesting the military and naval attaches to
acconpany me. So I presented nyself at the party with Major-Generd KITAa
Seiichi(ar:y ), Rear iZdairal HOND4 Tadao (Navy) and sane of the staff of the
Consulate=Gcnarcl. The party wes held &t the Mayor's official rcsidence,and
there was a smell group of Chinese, an influcntial man fraa Shenghai, the
Chief of Police, the Chief of the Peooantui and the Secretary of the Mayor, =-
Tu Yuch-shenz, Yu Chic-ching, Wang Hsiao-~hal ctc.

The Mayor spoke in zreeting as follows:

"The citizens of Shanzhai do not want to have another :iodel of the
incicdent which happonea five ycars azo. We wish, whatever may happen 1in
another district, to cvoid a warfarc between Japan and China at Shanghail.
will do everything possible and I hope the Japancse will cooperate with

us in this aia."
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pase reply, I said:

"Jupan} too, docs aot intend that tnho incidcnt shall sprcad to Shanghal.
Especially, since I have becn reeciving froa our GOve nent the instructions
which rooucst us to tukzs all possible cans to prevent a ¢clash betaocen Japan
enc. China et Shenchai, the policy of oxr Governacnt ' bein: local solution
and non-cnlargeiient concerning thio karco Polo Bridge Incident. 1 aul very
pleased to heur the prescnt proposal fran China. Japan will neturally cooperat
with China to prevent any clash between t$hew at Shanshai. But we are afraid
that Chinz :aizht invoke a erisis at Shanghai by bterrorisn and by the anti-

Japan movenent as was cxpricnced by Japan five ycars azo, and we hope the
"

Shinese authoritics will be carcful about controlling these natters .

we exchanzed opinions in this menner, and since then, we werc very

.¢losc with eacch other. The Mayor would phonc mc two or throc tiucs & GaY ,

rcquesting us to restrain soue acts on the pert of our mnarines ctcCe

rrovated contrary to our

-
gt

7)  Wiils the situation in North Chinc was ajz
~s the rphasc developed, the attituds of China scciued $0
alter,

it first, I thouzht that China was carncstly wishing to prevent the
warfere sprcadinz to Shanjhai. But by this tiuac 1 got the rcport that it
was the prcovailing idea of younz Chinese officers that 11 Japaan would acfy
a milit.ry wction which might develop in North China, China cculd zive pain
to Japan in Shanghai and China would be ablec to fizht well in this arca
bocausc the defense works werc cauparetively good therce There was the

too, that the Paoantui had been reinforced 1in the prohibitcd arca, that
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sgular gathered rcund Shanghai amounted to several divisions., All these

matters indicated to us that somcthing .a ing actively 1lotted by Chlna,
At the beglinning of Augus ircumstan es made us feel that

imrinent vould harren, an¢ the Jarancse regidents evacuated from

Valley o board the gunbos

Japanese Navy alon;

11) Under these imminent circumstances, when I wvas exerting all of my beet

a clash betveen Japan and Chira, therc finall

efforts with a vicw to avoialang

)

J

haprened the incident of August ©, in wiich Sub-lieutenant OLVA was Lilled
by Chinese soldiers near Fonchiao Aiidrome, vhereupon the situatlicn sudacnly
assumed a sericus turn,

On August 11, I, foresceing a crisis and partly under instructicns from
tiie home offic: isited Mayor Yu at the City Government, I showed him the
information abtout the reinforcemsnt of the Facantui, the constructicn of
trenches and wiree-entanglemen at "usung ox

jrohibited to <\ s0 unceil the Cease«ll

these conditions, it may be very dangerous, and
China may not be avindable, IY you Truly desire
you %will make an effort to withdraw the FPuc
iecessary to accemprlish that end." The M
tating that Japan was resronslp ' s agaravation of the
nt by reinforeing the marines by wa ship But after four hour's
the City Governmen® I received a promise thot he vould take

to rrevent & clash betve:n Japan and

City Government a little past seven, and it was darke My

Oll thf) udv hJ

o b =
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Chinese soldiers with bayonots, Thecy did not allow e to pass, at first
cven though I told thew that I was the JaeLanese Consul=General, But I passcd
finally by ordering ry.chauffeur to tcll thor clearly to rass us a& it yras.

the Jarancse Consul-General,

13) On the next morning (12th of the month) the 87th and 88th divisions~of

the Chinese iruy advenced to the Fehehen Station at Shanchai. Iwnediately,
a phone call to the City Governmaent, but the Mayor was absent, Then,
finding him at his official rcsidence at the French Concessicn, I requcsted
meiiber of the staff of the Consulate-General $o paone hime Thaet official
reportcd to re that the lMayor said that he could do nothing, when the
sltuation got bieé like this, «0Nd 1n reply to the former's question as to
vy the Mayor.was not in the City Governnent office, the Mayor said he would
g0 to City Governmacnt officc because he was stopped several tiies late
last evening on his way hoae by the Pooantul, and they did not allow
i to pass, thouzh he informed then ti.es that he was the Mayor. This
1l heeard fro. the official,
14) Then I coasidored that this

-+

N

The cttendancc there wvas Mayor Yu, Jlerican and French Consul-Génerals,
British and Italian Acting Consul Gencrals, ryself and Senior Staff officer
<f the Marines T.LKED: froa Japane

al tae bezginning of the meeting, I told therm the insiinence of the
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Situation, and I said as followd: "Yesterday afternoon, I asked the Mavor to
force the Pecantui to withdraw to a reiioveble distance to oy clush betwee:
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cgular Jjriy advoencced to the Rl
e Japancse residents in Honkou srea VoW the circuwistanccs do not
periilt any delay in adopting measures to stop 2 conflict. Then I requested
. the Joint Comaittece t investigate C 'S breach  oif the Cease Fire farecenent,
.;,..11:.4 to take ade e Jdeasures to2 aviod a clash.
o2elinst this, ilayor Yu said that Japan could not avail hersslf of the
Joint Coumiittee based upon the Cease Firco agreciient, because Japan had broken
and voided this Jgrcenent last year by the fact that the Japa
aacvenced to Patsuchiao, (dith regard to this point, tixe coiriissioner of a third

power assaulcd hil and inquired whether China ned filed e protest with the

Joint Couaittece r -ainst Japan's broach of the agreement )e He also said that

. the present casures were taken by China as a neans of sclf-dcfenc azainst thc
C

oncentration of Japenese forees, and dcelincd to cooveratec with Japan in
ordaer to avoid a clash.,

Then I askca further, "What kind of ricasurcs for this rc.acdy does each
powser neve?"

The representative of Britain said: “After a1 it 1y nceced the power of
the llerines of Shanghei, but, as for BAritain, we cannot do anything without
instructions from our home land,"
fhe representative of United States of lnerica state "It i1s 1.apossible

€0 use the gaerican Marines without the order of the Chicf of thc General Staff "
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Italy's represcntutive stated: "Je ean placc the Italian arry between

tiac Japencss and Chincsc ar.y to avoid a elash, but this very ariy is now on

the way from the hoae lar

-

Beinz that no

- — 1 " ._',_ ' - - - 1 - ‘ i t L]
I [ Y | o [ " i " 1 f 1 ; ™= »"
J'n._ - . " il Vs - ) .,I . & ‘..".. s g . > . L . & & L. ! ek & 4 \+ti}L-“- J-.l'" n l*c

ﬂ

above, the mcetingz aud Chinu should

agve never rosortad to force, not to the ey would be aetually

attacked by the other parcty ,

Under these eircu stoncos., Stodf ofie.r -l ude WQS VOry anxious saying

-
-~ “

that we were not thcen mr-nercd f£ow aefcase, ond il vo dulayed in tckinz up

SlLC noccssary LQdUrce , ¢ youd be driven into un 'roronalle position. In

i

¢Lat in those grove cirevastunces. we hod to elaiy all

L8, «nd to ¢xert cvery coffort o could, lcst we do

-

L: for Japcn., 4né I stopved his taeking any action,
I beclicve I took cvery. possible .casura for tue scttlc acnt of the

incident, and ex.rted vith the last Lis.ent, cvery cofiort possible,

' 4
- . T ! ' o~ - - ' N i al - - - i - -
l ;’l Lli t"'i Y ;" . ] i X9 t t A b i..'..\_..: | t l 1—‘[‘3 -.i'rL.-u - c 1 - r_‘lx:: Y bk *: L.) :r,) ). 49

L \‘EJ '..J —_— ---t

15) On .uzust 13, thc Chincs. F:a:r ¢loties goldiers boren to fire fron

the bui’ding of the Chine en .xcuange of shots

%02k place at tiec P
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In the eveninsg of the British Consul-Gcneral

Jake a proposal that if it o Japan to aveid a clash, they

woulc use their ~osd officos for naition of

35od officcs was to reduce tice thon situation to the stute ws it existed at

[ Y

the date of the happening of the Captain OYulii 4ffair in order to avoid




and China, We and notificd lay or Yu.

Then Layor yu -Janasea to report on it to Nenking. But the propcsal to usc th
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«t tho bezinning o ae outbruck of the \ncident,

I was told by
rorcizucr «as fcllous:
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But the idca graduclly chan.cd

thie rurvise of t rturinzg Ja
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recult we recsched thne coneclusion thn-t 1 e

ve prepared for the worst.
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ag swort Dy tih€ veponent, who alilXed nie si:ncture ¢nd secl

therete in the oresenc this witness.
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1a wecordence with ay conscience I sveor to oell

vhole tiruth vi iiholding no thing and cading aA0thing.
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