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‘Defense Document 2151 BB b e

(Translation)

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.

' Yh e

ARAKI, Sadao, et al,

AFFIDAVIT

Deponent: OTA, Tamekichi

Date of birth: November 12, 1880
Domicile: 10 Miyamura-cho, Azabuku, Toklo

Having first duly sworn an cath as on the attached sheet and in
secordance with the procedure followed in my country, I hereby depose as
follows:

(1) I entered the Diplomatic Service in 1904, and retired from
office in September, 1937. I was in the office of Envoy Extraordinary and
Ambassador Plenipotentiary at Moscow from December 23, 1932, to July 28, 1936.

(2) I was appointed Ambassador to the Soviet Union on November 7,
1932. At that time, Mr, HIROTA had retired from office, and was recuperating
his health. Before leaving Tokyo, I met him and exchanged views as to the
purchase of the East China Railway. He said that there was necessity to
open negotiations with the Soviet Government promptly for the purpose of im-
proving the Soviet-Japanese relations. I was perfectly of the same opinion.

(3) On April 24, 1933, Acting People's Commissar for Poreign
Affairs KARAHAN told me that the Soviet GCovernment was not unwilling to sell
the East CHina Railway. Llater, on May 2, People's Commissar for Foreign
Affairs LITVINOV, asking me to eall on him, read out a note and handed it to
me. The note said that the Soviet GCovernment had not changed its policy as
to the selling of the Fast China Railway; that it had no objection to selling
the railway to the Manchoukuo Government either; and that the People's

Commissar would like Lo propose t¢ open negotiations concerning the question ~w=

instantly. I reported everything by wire to the Foreign Office on all such
occasions, and advised the Foreign Minister to urge the opening of negotia-
tions in this connection.

(4) The Japanese Government decided, at the Cabinet conference of
May 23, that it would &gree to the proposal of the Soviet Covernment and
purchase the East China Railway, provided that the negotiation be concluded
on reascnable terms, It was considered proper that the Manchoukuo Govern-
ment should be responsible for the purchase, and so it was settled that the
said Government should take charge of the negotiation, if the consent of the
Government was obtained. The Japanese Government was to act as a mediator
to hasten the conclusion of the negotiation. And, upon deliberation with the
Manchoukuo Government, the Japanese Government instructed me by wire, on the
28th of the same month, tc make a reply to Mrs LITVINOV to the above effect.
Thereupon, I met Acting People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs KRESTINSKY on
the 29th, and convercd the reply of the Japanese Government in accordance
with the said telep.:phic instructions.

On June 2, T received a2 reply from Acting People!s Commissar for
Foreign Affairs SOIOLNIKOV to the effect that the Soviet Government agreed to

Iy proposal.
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(5) The negotiation concerning the East China Railwa
on Jurie 27, at Tokyo, between the delegations of the Soviet and the Manchoukuo
vovernment, through the good offices of the Japanese Foreign Minister, The

whole text of the agrcement was completed in March of the following year,

1935, and it was algned by the representatives of both Governments on March 23,
1935,

Y was opened

(6) As to the documents and telegra
I searched for them in

have-all been lost in the fire,

ms rererred to in (3) and in (4),
the files of the Foreign Office, and found that they

the originals as well as the copies,
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On this 12th day of July, 1947, at Tokyo.
/signed/ OTA, Tamekichi /SEAL/

Sworn to and subscribed before me ou the above-mentioned date and

place.
~ /signed/ MORISHIMA, Goro /SEAL/
Witness

OATH

my conscience 1 swear to tell the whole truth

In accardance with

withholding nothing and addinz nothing.
/Signed/ OTA, Tamekichi /SEAL/

gﬂ.r.‘.ﬂ’




