HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
‘ (PACIFIC)
C’0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS No, 222) PLACE: TOKYO
Jap. Intel. No. 4 DATE: & Nov. 1945

Divisisn ef Origin: Jananose Intelligence Section.

Sub ject? JLPANESE NAVAL INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION

Personnal interresated and background 2f each:

Rear Admiral TAKEUCHI, Kasru, IJN, graduated Neval Academy 1918;
ocmmissinad a 2nd It. (Sub-Lt. er Ensign) in 1919 and assigned
duty on BB SETSU which was scrad ed as a result cf the Disarme-
ment Conference snd converted to a target shin: wvost graduate
courscs in gunnery and torpedo achools, both six months each; was
then vlaced on an "eld DD", the KAGARO (only 300 tons, he atates),
the shio credited, according to adm. T+XEUCHL, with sinking the
Ruzsian flegshin in the Russo-Jav War in the baictle of RYOJUN
(PORT ARTHUR); went to B OZAHE; was tronsferred to DD HARAKAZE:
193, ot time of "Manchurlan Affalr", was a studznt at the Noval
Wer College: 1S%~2, held command of "ond eless DU HASU; followed
. with gervice mes starf officer with oND OVERSEAS FLERT, then came
' to TOKYO as » «taff officer on the Navzl General Staff; 1936-37,
was Navel Attache at OTTAWA (Canada)}: uvon reiurn %o Janan in 1939
became on instrucior in the Naval War College tesching american
Navol History; 1941, commanded a Naval Alr (Seaplane) Group based
at YOKOSUKs: {2 scouting-training groun with eight planes, some
single and some 2 senters, "very old atyle?), mede some flights,
however, as far as TAIWAN (FORMOSAJ: 1941 (end of year) left com-
mand of this air unit two months before beginning‘of'war‘with
U.S. and was given a post in the "Board of Research for Total War",
a civilisn orgeniuation directly under the Cobin~t. Intorpreter
MIZOT4 (with Adm. TAXEUCHL) who had hims~lf spend eleven years
in the U.S. 28 a business man, exolained that this Reserrch Board
was tho Jepenese equivalent of the U.S. indusirial. mobilizatlon
voard. adm. TaKTUCHS held thie most as a civilian, out of uni-
form. Wrile there he was not in cood health (densue fevor) and
. dié mot do £ great doal of work; July 1642. became Chief of Fifth
Saction f Havel Gcnsral Board snd occuvnied this oost until ~nd of
war: promotod to Rear Admiral in Soring of 1945: since Navy Gencral
Board wes dissolved hos been worklng for th- Americen esuthorities,

Where intarviewed: Navy Ministry.

. Interrognrtor: Lt. Comdr. William H. BGTZER, USKNR
Lt. Comdr. T. M. CURTIS, USiR

Interoreter: Maj. John C, PELZEL, USKNR

Note: Adm. TAKEUCEI hed his own interoreter, SHUICHI MIZOTa,
who carried the burden of the {nt rpreting, with
Maj. Pelzel assisting and checking.
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SUMMARY

Rear Admirsl TAKEUCHI, IJN, became Chief of the Fifth Seetion,
3rd Department, of the Navy General Staff in July, 1942, and held

that post until the end of the wari
1Third Department (Rear Adm. N, NAKaSE) is "Naval Intelligence’.

"Fifth Sestion" is "Americe and possessions except Philivoines".
Assigned dutles were:

1. Intelligence and provegenda campelgn toward US4 and
Latin America.

2 Eetimation of nationnl affeirs of sub ject natlons.
3. Plens for collecting informatlon on subject nations.

Fifth Seetion consisted of ong Lt. Alde to Adm. TaKEUCHI and

four sub-sections, A, B, O, and D, each under a Comdr, or Lt .
Comdr., greduates of the Naval Acedemy, except for 37 new

graduates from the Naval Acedemy who, beceuse of A surplus of naval
officers, were assigned to the Fifth Section in th: Summer of 1944
this was the entire offieer personnel of the section. Two clerks
and two tomporary civili-n emoluyees, graduates of foreign lan-
guage schools, completed the personnel set-up.

A, U.S. Home country, covering all asoects of American life.-

B, Oversecas territories, Alaska, Hawali, Guem.

C. Latin America.

D. Concerned exclusively with Airecraft; under a Navael En-
gincer. This one man hed coenizance »f the aireraft of

the entire world.

NOTE: Cognizence of the U.S. Fleet when in home ports
came under (&) Seetion; when cruising, under

' | (B) Saction.

There were no specisl intelligence treining schools %c
orepare officers for the work of this section, such training
ae there was, being 4 me within the Section itself, and there
were no speeial intelligence courses at the Naval Academy.

There was no "official" coordination of intelligence ac-
tivities with the army or other gov~rnmentel agencies, but

unofficinlly, information wase exchanged "where aporopriate, ~nd
Adm, TAKEUCHI hed requested such information be furnished him.

Before war with U.S. the Fifth Seecticn jssued mcnthly intel-
lirence summaries, but later, due to printing and peper gshhrtages,
this became impossible, and serially numbered leaflets were vub-
lished periodicelly "when information justificd". In the name of
the Chief of the Genersl Staff, information prevared by this sec-
tion wos disseminated to Fleet Units by dispatch "when available."
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SUMMARY (Cont'd)

Chief sources of information were:

(a) HNeval Attaches stationed a.b?oad.

(b) Interception and recording of broadcasts, which in-
cluded short wave broadcessts and U.S. intermediate
frequency broadcests for dome stic consumption.

(¢) OCertain amcunt of documents seized in various war
zones, leaflets, newspapers, documents, etc. in
destroyed or submerged vessels, including some from
Burope.

(4) Prisonecr of War informetion.

e) Aircraft shot down.

Ef% Proers plcked up "at sea" by fleet unlts (1,e. from

the water).
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; ¥ A1 ing captured
No soecisl orovisions were mede for analyz X
equipment, but such materisls and information were passed abcut
in the Navy Dept. to the sectlon most directly concerned,
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Adm. TAKEUCHIL atated that his section "had nothing to dg
with photo intelligence', although ‘ some pvhotos were passed on

and some information ghined.

Japanesc Naval Intelligence hed complete 1n Or'T!

flact uiits and defenées 1n,the'11ra,waiian Avea on 7 ?ecember 19:1
£ and prior. "No trick at all - from your own newsgapers snd pub-
licntions which we could buy end from personal obasryalion.

(END SUMMARY)
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Q.1. What was the orgenization of the Neval Intelligence activity which
you headed?

A. zrd Dept., Naval Intelllgence Seetion. Under this, 5th, eth,
7t+h, 8th Sectlons, 1 was head of S5th Section.
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5th Section — Americe and possessions, except Philinpines.
FOUR AIDES (Comdr. or Lt., Comdr. plus one Lt. eide).

A - Comdr. - United States - fiome Country covering all

. aspects of American life.

B ~ . Overseas territories - Alaska, Hawaill, Guan.
Whrnever fleet was in home port, it was under
(A) Section - when crulsing, apnder (B) Section.
(B) requires zood men who understand fleet
problems. (A) mast anderstani political quese-
tions. Only one man 1in (A) and ome in (B).

i — Letin Americea.

D - _ Concerned exclusively with aircraft, Naval
engineer. One man only. Must be cognizant
cf eircraft of entire world.

Young Lt. -~ _ Adde to Section Head. Wes plcked for ability
in English - also aide to Supreme War Couneil.

5 elerks ~nd 2 temporalry employees - rank of
warrant officer - ecivilian employees. Graiuates

of foreign language schools.

NOTE: During the summer of 1944 the Imperiasl Navy assigned 37
graduates of the Naval Academy to the 5th Section.

A, B, and G - geetion heads —~ Were graduates of the Navel
Acadeny.
D wons a graduate of Naval Encineering Sehool.

. B was such a good man he was token by the fleed when the
war started snd then Admiral TAKEUCHI gerved as B.

Q.2. What special intelligence training was provided for? What schools?
Wwhet speclel courses atb the Navel Academy?

A, No epocisl schocls. Conilucted own training as possidle. NO
special intelligzenee courses at acadleny. Navy A1A not attach much
{mportance to intelliigence activity in old days. Most of officers
were men of not too rugzed health and glated to be placeil on the
retired 1list as Captain. Only five men wenv through the Intel-
ligence Section and reached rank of Admiral, Hal 1% not deen for
war, Adnm, TAKEUCHI was prepared to be plased on retired list as
Captein (Alm, TAKEUCHI is a 11ttle Aeaf). '

Q.Z. How were your 1ntolligzence activities integrated ani coordiinated
with the ermy? | |

A. No official correlation, vut information of Neval interest was I'c-
layed by Army CGeneral Staff and vice versa. -The reports were
teken for what they were worth. Coples of news renorts were ex-

chaneed.

222-4




—""—H_“HF““—““_-“”_—

Q.4; Were regular intelligence summaries prepared or published?

. A. Not regularly but periodic summarles were published when
information justifieds Prior to the war, these were issued
monthly: Due to orinting and paper ghortage, we were not
able to contime the practice. We published serially num-

¥ bered leaflets after the war started.

% Q.5. Did you disseminate intelligence information to Fleet Units
through dispatcht Wae this on 2 regular schedulet?

i A. Yes, they did that in the namé of the Chief of General Staff.
There was no routine schedule of routing.

. Q.,8. Was there coordination with other govarnment agencies?

A. Yes, in the sense that all other ministries were asked to pass
on information of value. The Ministry of Treasury, the Foreign
Office would pass on informetion 1n their own fields. Thils was

of 1ittle value to us, however,

Q.7. What were your other sources of information?

A, (a) Naval attaches atatloned abroad.
(b) Intercevntion and recording of broadcasts. which included

short wave broadsasts and U.S. intermediaie frequency

~ dbroadcasius. .
: (¢) A certain smount of documents seizel in various war zones.
f - Thease coneisted of loaflets, newspaoCls, documents in

dastroyed or submerged vessels, inecluding some from Furope.
(4) Prisoner of war information, i.e., statements from prisoners.,

(eg Aircraft shot down.
Papers picked up at sea by fleet units (from water).

Q.8. What sources d1d you find most relisble and effective?

A. The most valuable were selzed documents. Unfortunately,
not meny of these were geized, however.

. Q.9. Where was the meln affort of your scction centored?

A, We concentrated the efforts of the section 1n stetistical study
of 211 dats received by the section, probably = result of
peculiarity of my own experiernce, which included long study.

»f Americsn history, going back %o deys of John Calvin. This
was Aone in the belief that 1f enough data was sif ted, a8 in dlamond
mining, enough data would result of value to meke 1% worth while.
In Japen there is a tendency to look on intelligence as synony-
mous with espionage. This Aoes not agree with my view. The
long term aspect of my work wae concentratedl on collection of
211 available data over a period of btlme. I have done this for
twenty years. To 4o thils ind of work properly, you must have

s large staff which I 4id not have 1n spite of repcated de-
mands. Until the summer of last year, when in addition %o

five sectionel heads the navy nlaced 37 men just out of the
Navel Academy at my disvosel (under Chlef, 5th Section -

Adm. TAKEUCHI). As ships were sunk, & surplus of officers

{( made this onssible. Principel work glven to these 37 offilcers

was translation of U.S. railo broaicests and making summaries

| of U.S. Aatae.
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Trangerdpteef Inverrogatbion (Reay Adpiral TAKEUCHI, Kaeru TREEE . o inr ko
Q. 10 Were these broadcasts helpfull

A, No. Nothing of value wes gained from a single plece of news,

- Broadcasts seemed to be controlled, @ver a long period; studying
records, they proved of considerable value., There was a great
P 11fforende between short wave and intermediate (domestic) frequend:-
¥4es., Intermediate did prove of considerable value.

¢ Q. 11 What information did you receive from short wave radlé in the
United States operated by J apanese? New Zealand agente?

o T

A, Nothing of the kind., Should one be received, the operator
would be suspected of being an American spy instead of Japanese,
‘Agents in New 7ealand, as cleewhere, did not come under my depart—

men$.
12 Radio broadcasts by Japanese, from Hawali, orior to war?

I was not in this position at that time, but was told the Japancse
had none,.

13 Diplomatic channels?

The navy had no direct dommunication. fugh information game
firsd to the Minlstry.

14 Wae any useful informadlon gained from interception of U.S.
mail, letsers, and diaries found on bodies of U,S. military
personnel, prisoners of war, etc?

A, No, nothing of significant value, Your authorities must have been
cautious. I heard that U.S, authorities had given orders
that no diariee be kept. We tricd to have a smiliar order im—
posed without success,

Q. 15 What provision was made for analyzing equipment captured?

A, Nothing of outstanding importance, We were 1ooking for Radar
and bombing equipment, Equipment we obtained ®as broken up
and not of much use, Analysis was made within the Navy de-
partment by designers making similar equipment.

Q. 16 Did you get much aseful information fvom natives in the areas
of operationt

A, Far from being useful. We guspected them of working for the U.S.

Q. 17 Did you attemot in Sth Section of the Navy Department periodic
estimates of U.S, strengthl

A, T belicve that up to the time I ecame to occupy the position of
head of thc 5th Section a monthly summary was made, &fter the
war started, it was difficult to keep upe. We collected data
of U.S., flect losses after sctions and waited for confirmation,
thon made an eestimate of what had actually occurred, I kept a
graph of my own but did not pass 1t on until a check had been
made, It was so secret, I did not permit others into the room
where it was kept.

Q. 18 Such information was not mede available even within the Navy
Department?

Ag No, none avallable to entire navy.
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Transcript of Intefrogetion (Rear Admirel TAKEUOHI, Ksoru (LJN)

Q. 19 What use was made of 1itT

4 A, After it had been checked, I #ssued my opinion, 1 felt any S—
f information might be misleading, (NOTE: Adm PAKEUCHI, in renly

: to a query as to whether any other person OT department was doing
this, replied that he was the only one having cognizanee of this

e functi ong.

Q. 20 What was your msthod of estimating U, S. losscs?

A, We used various methods, One was getting information from the
Japanese fleet - by interviews — by U.S. radio transmission re-
garding losses -~ from Japanese flect forces engaged in particular
engagements, Often several months elapscd before we could say

what U.S. unite were engaged, We always checked up. In several
instances whore one engagement followed another, it was scveral
months before losses in the first cngagement could be estimatod.

Qe 21 Were these reports disscminated?

A, Thoae that we had confidence in, These were not nceessarily ac—

ecpted as official and final because fleet officers often had
opinions of thelr own,

Q. 22 How successful were you egtimates?

A, I took the view from the first that 100% accuracy was impossible

and would not attcmpt to make an estimate unless given a 20%
lecway, mote or less,

R. 23 Did the 5th Section attemnt 1o kecp a careful and 'si*-nely recdord
of the location and composition of U,S. fleet units?

A, Yes, to the best of our ability, and especcially before a large
naval engagement,

Q. 24 What were your gources?

A, On basis of method alroady deseribed, In addition, We would
publigh reporis with the warning that thoy were not 100% ac—
curatc,

Q. 25 Were you successful in this?
i
A, Yeas, Had we not PRy he floot well they would nnt have come
- | back to us as they uwld often for other information,

Q. 26 Eowwere these reports distributed?

A, We never made more than five or eix coples, 80 could not go
to departments not concerned with planning,

Q. 27 Were you able to predict U.,S, future operations or landings?

A, We never attempted to play the pars of a forecastcr, We never
attempted to reach concluslons, Inteclligence 1s subject to 2 tinme
31imit, It was our policy not to arrive at conclusions, but we
passed information on to thoge whose duty it was to deploy forces,

(duty of Operations sections), I impressed my subordinateas with
. this nrocedure,

L
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Transeript of Interrogation (Bear Admiral TAKEUCHI, Faaru (IJN)
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Qi =28 What informestion was gained from interrogation of nrisoners and
how was thils gotten?

A, At various voints local units (navy) would do questioning, In-
formation so gained wae transmitted #o Sth Section. A prisoner
of war camp, the only one controlled by the navy, was located

at OFUNA, This was a source of information., Prisoners were
accomadated temporarily (those taken by navy) and then turned
over to the army. Prisoners werec questioned at this camp, and
apnumber of my staff often went to this camp %o do interrogating.

AL

= Q. 29 What is your comment on the value of these interrogations?

A, They were of very little value, Most men captured were of

; ' - lower rank, and in their firet engagement, A cercer officer

eraduate of your academy, captured, would not talk, My pollcy
waes not to force men to talk, Because of this, men formerly at
OFUNA asked to be returned there, As an exception, captured
members of carrier crews gave information on the name of thelr
carrier. According to international law, name, rank, and unit
is requircd, This was of help in learning the identity of units,
(NOTE: On direct re-questioning, Adm. TAKEUCHI repcated that

internation law requirce NAME, RANK, and UNIT).

Q. 30 Did you rely on Photo Intelligence?
A, My section had nothing to do with this,
Q. 31 Is there a sceparate unit dning thie work?

A, No such indcpendent unit existed, but each air unit has its n»wn
vhoto reconnaissance reports,

Q. 22 Did you receive and evaluatc photo reconnaissance reports?

A, Photos were massed on to my section, ancd by studyinge nhotos,
gome information was gained,

Q. 33 Was any attempt made to collect data and analyze U.S. anti-
ajreraft (Flak Intelligence)?

A, It is poselble that fleet units diéd this, It was not a function
of Naval General Staff,

Q, 3¢ What information did you have on 7 December 1941 and immediately

prior thereto, including number, type, and 8izoc of U,S5S. flect
unite in Hawallan waters?

A, Unfortunately, at that time I was a civilian and cannod sive an
answer with confidence that would bde correct, To the best of
my knowledge, 1t was casy enough to deduct from your total
strength the number of ships laid up in docks in the U.5, We
received the Army and Navy Register, printed in Washington, and
by reading personnel items could tell where ghips were, This
publication could be purchaséd for 30 cents,

Q. 35 Did the navy department concern itself with ground installations
and defenses in the Hawall Areal |

A, Yes, we had access through U,S, announcements,
Q. 36 How was such information sccuredl?

A, No trick at all, It was saecured from newspapers, and by personal
sbservation before the war,
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Trenseript of Interrogation (Rear Admirhl PAKEUCHI, Kaoru (IJN)
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Q. 37 Was this section responsible for such informationt

A, Yes. It was sent out to all denartments of the Navy, and to
the Army,

Q. 38 How was it disseminatedl
A, In printed form - multiple copies,
Q. 39 Are copics available?
A, The Navy Ministry burned down., The rceords were burned.
Q. 40 Were no conies of any kind preserved?
" A, No,
Q. 41 With rogard to Japancse Naval Intelligence as a whole, what

were the outstanding services of Naval Intelligence to the
Japanese fleet units?

ia g

A, I have never pondered the questinn before, btut feel gure that
" the Intellirence nrganization »f the Navy had no injurious ef-
foet on the fleet., Men in the fleet are usually not informed
nn foreign affairs, My orgenization performed the duty of
passing on well serviced information,
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soric of the 5tn Zcebion wns mopt effeetive, When it wae weakest,
Keastog!

A, - The effectiveness of the seetions increased with the nassage of
time, due to increased expericnce, I believe that this was
true of many of my colleagues, We enjoyed greater confidence
of superiors as time passed.

Q. 43 In the light of war experiences, how would the Admiral change
or improve his 5th Section operations? *

A, Without question, the first change would bc an increased
ataff, to brins men of superior qualities into sub-gection
(B) (Overseas territorics, Alaska, Hawali, Guam) vhich was
vacant during the war., Another change would be imnrovement
of conditions under which we workedt

’ 1, Communications, which were poor, .
. 2, Printing facilities, which were.also pocr, and be-
came norc so toward the end of the war,

N
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