ERADTUARTERS EFSTRICTED
U.S. STRATLEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC) .
TNTERROGATION NO. USSBS 252 Place: TOKYO
(NAV NO. 60) Date: 1 Lovewnber 1945

Tine: 1330-1530
Division of Origin: MNaval analysis Division,

subject: (1) Transports at MIDWaY.
2) Transports at Battle of Zastern SOLOLULS 25 august 1942
3)

Battle of TASSAFARONGA 30 November 1942 .

Persoinnel interrogated and background of eachs

Captain TOYAlA, Yasumi, IJN; Chief of Staff Seconu Destroyer Squadron,
flazship JINTSU (CL), at LIDVAY and Fastern SOLOMOLS. OIC at TASSAFARONGA.
(This ofi{icer seemed particularly well iuformed. also referred to several
personal notebooks) .

“here interviewed: Room No. 746 - Meiji Buillding.
Interrogator: Captain C. Shands, LoN.
Interpreter: Lieut.(jg) Be Po Browne Usgellalis

Allied Off'icers Present: Colonel Cole, USi.

SUM A RY

(a) MIDWAY. List of transport force at MIDAY. Sketch showing fall of vombe
from horizontal-bombing attack 3 June. aAlso torpedo hit on akilOLO iw.hU
during night 3-4 June. No other attacks on transportse. .05s of carriers
during May and June 1942 necessitated reorganization of striking forces,
Diversion of seaplane tenders and battieships for reconversilon to carriers
further reduced available lLaval ships. Offensive war ended, defernsive
started.

(b) E.STEHN SOLOMONS. Transport KIMadU Lakb (?) dams,.ed and abandoned after
dive-bombing attack, WUTS.LTI (DD) sunk by 3-17's in herizontal-bomolng
attack. Reinforcament of Japanese forces cancelied due loss oI alr support
as a result of sinkin: YUJO (CV) and damage sustained by SHOkahU. JINTSU
(CL) damaged by dive-bombers,

(¢) TuSSaFinlNGa. Desdon 2, vhile reinforcin,, Ja anesc forces on GL.DaLCalal,
entaged Lnited States Cruiser Force. United Stutes crulsers damaged by
torpedoes, LahaliaMI (DD) sunk by shell fire from cruisers, NaGul.ull (DD)
received superticial damage. landing operatlons repulsed.
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TRANSCRIPT

MI DA

Re What ships were present in the occupation force at MIDWAY?
A. The occupation force was divided into several smcller units as follows:

JNDIRECT ESCOLRT

Second Fleet
Vice Admiral KOFNDO, N,, CinC; Rear Admiral SHIRAISHI, Chief of Staff

Dasiny 9 CruDiv 4

Lear Admiral MIKAWA Vice Admiral KONDO
KOI'GO (RB) ATAGO (CA)
ETIEI (RB) CIIOKAI (CA)

Deshon 4
Rear Admirel NISEILTURA

NAXA (CL)
/4, DD's
Supply Group and Tankers

Fast Supvort
CruDiv 7; fear Admiral KURITA

SUZUYA (CA) MOGAMT (CA)

KUMANO (CA) MIKULL (CA)
1 Tanker

Direct Escort and Occupation Force (Kuchiku Sentai)
Deskon 2

Rear Admiral TANAKA, R., OTC; Captain TOYAMA, Y., Chief of Staff

JINTSU (CL) (%)

DesDiv 15 (15 Kuchikutai) 3 DD!s
DesDiv 16 (16 Xuchikutai) 4 DD's
DesDiv 18 (18 Kuchikutai) 4 DD's

CarDiv 11 (Koku Sentai)
Rear Admiral FUJITA, R.

CHITOSE 4 Patrol Boots
KAVIKAWA MARU 3 Submarine Chasers
1 DD 1 Tanker
6 Tmnsports: KINRYU IIARU RYOZUMI INMARU 2 Army Tronsports
ARGENTII'E MARU BRAZIL MARU (I'nmes unknovm)

Special FNavy Landing Force Troops,

About 1500 llarines for SAND ISLAYD,

1000 Army for EASTERK ISLAND,

11tk and 12th Construction Battalion (Setsueitai).

1 Survey Force,

1 Weather Group.,

About 50 l'arines and 11lth Air Flotilla for KURKE ISLAND Seaplane Pase
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTZ4ROGATION (Capbain TOYAMA, Yasumi, IJI )

RESTRICTED

(The MIZUHO was supposed to accompany the CHITCSZ bubt was sunk by a
United States Submarine between OMIAZALI and DAIOA-ALI Mey 1942 so the
KAMIKALA MAHU was substituted,)

Q. what was your navigation track?

A. The Direct Escort led by the JINTSU departed SAIPAN, passed to the west of
TINIAN, then proceeded to about 28N, 165\, then east to the rendezvous
point 26-15N, 175-40f. Some of the slow transports started from ENIWETOK.
We were gilven air coverage by the 24th Flying Squadron from the MARSHALLOG
and by the 26th from LARCUS. Due to a submarine report we did not qguite
reach the rendezvous point with the Sceond Fleet but cihanged course to the
northeast. About two days before the carrier battle we joined the Seconc
Fleest but operated as a separate force. Ve cruised several miles apart,
at maximum speed ten knots due to slow transports.

Qe Did you zig-zag in formation?

A. Yes, the Naval wessels zig-zagged day and night; but due to the slow speed,
the transports did not zig-zag. If near a submarine they wou.d avold by
independent action.

Q. In what direction were you intending to approach MID.,/AY for the landing?

A. Vie were going to approach the south side, sending out landing boats as far
as the reef. Ve had many different kinds of landing boats but did not tnirnk
that many would be able to pass over the reefs, If they ot stucle the
personnel were supposed to transfer to rubber landing boats. %e had pienty
of equipment for a three month's occupation without help, but were not sure
of our boatls,

Q. Did you plan to send ships to PZARL and HERMES REIF?
A. No, only to kKURE, FEASTERN and SAND ISLANDS,

Q. During your approach were you attacked?

i, About €915, 3 June,we saw one FBY circling formation about 600 miles west
of MIDVAY, but no attack. aAbout 170C the same day, we were attacied by
9 B-17's, They were at different altltudes, between 5-6000 meters. They
surprised us, but did not have time to open fire. The nearest bombs landed
about 200 meters from a shin. No damage. (See diagram).

0 JINTSU (F)

."!';u\
’i, On ! : :
0 (DD) %) ( (DD)
)
0 Vo, O
< ~"m). - 03/1700 -
Nw, 9 - BL7's |
() (BD) ¥ i i ( 0 (ID)

W
() "= Torpedo (PHY)
A EBONO MARU

0 (D) 0 ' O (DD)

B-1"7 attacl on MID.AY Transports - 1700/3 June

PIY torpedo attack on MID..AY Transports - 0100/4 June
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Yasumi,
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A (Cuntinuod)‘ﬁo.saw 2 PBY's labter but tacy 1id not attack. About midnight
that same night we were attacked by two or three Hmore ’BY's. One dropped
a torpedo which hit the tanker AKEBONO iARU in the bow. Wlaven men were
killed and 13 wounded but 1t did not sink, only slowed (OWll, The PBY's
also strafed the colwmn of ships killing a few men but did no damnage.

Lere you maneuvering durin; these attacks?
The Naval vassels were steaming about 1< hnots, vig—zagping. 1Ihe transports
did not zlg-uag because both attacks surprised us. They hneld a steady course

ab about ten knots.

iere there any battleships or heavy eruisers in your foramabion?

There weie none i our formation. Only the JINTSU. The battlesiiips and
heavy crulisers were several miles away.

i hen did you retire?

During the night atter the carrier battle we received orders for tne trans-
ports to retire. The 15tl: Destroyer Group (3 DD) accompanied them. The
JINTSU with the 1oth and 3th Destroyer Group (¢ DD) were directed to pro-
ceced to the carrier area and rendezvous with the maln body in that vieinity
in case of a surface actlon. CruDiv 7 (SUZLYA, KUMARNG, IOGAMI and MILUMA)
were ordered to proceed towards LIDWAY. During the night tue LIk ULA
collided so the entire Division retired. The JINTSU and & DD!'s approached
the Yrattle area and saw Olle carrier burning. About the some time we
received a report that the United States Task Force vas colming,, SO Wa
retired and joined the YAMATO and Main vody about 0855, 6 Juna (LT—?).
About 0900/Z, CruDiv 7 (SUSUYA, LUMANO), FOURTH Souadron (ATAGO, CHOLAIL),
BEIGHTH Squadron (TONE, CHIKUMA) and SECOND Destroyer Souadrorn (JINTol,

¢ DD's) left the maln body and went southh to rendezvous with the LIOGALL

in case fast units of the American Fleet were therce Ve rendezvoused wWith
the MOGAMI at 0600, 8 Junec (ZT-9), about 20N, 1718; then proceeded due
west to rejoin the Main Body and transports, joining at 1300, 9 June (—9).
The entire fleet rendezvoused and refueled all day 9 June (=9, The fleet
then proceeded west. Later some shipns went to JAPAN, somc to TRUK and the
transvorts to GUAM and SATFAL

tihile you were retiring were you avtathad?

i. ho, but we expceted it. The MOCAMI and wIKUKA to the southeast of us vere
attacked on 6 June (Plus 1.2) ¢ MOGALI damajed, CLalA sunli. We were trylng
to come betwecen the MCGAiL group and the American force to help the 1uOGALLTL «
The destroyer ARASHIO rescucd the survivors from the LR UMA

Q. Did the Battle of MIDGAY have any effect upoli your planning?

A. The loss of five carriers in May and June with several others damaged maae
it necessary to reorganlze our striling forcus. /o wanted Lo capbure

MIDWAY to prevent another air attack upon JaFPAN slmililar Lo bhe abback off 16
April, Wc also wanted to usc it for search as we did MARCUS and YiAXE, bwe
did not think the american forces were SO strong as they wWorde at MIDLAY.

The loss of the carriers was labcer £41t in our operatbtions. e wer
unable to use seaplancs for long-range reconnaissance because we had Uo
convert seaplane tenders, like fhe CHITOSE to aircraft carriirs. W alsa
had to ceAnvert thie ISE and HYUGA (BB's) to carriers so bhicy werce lost Lo us
for a long time., Aftzr MIDVAY we viere defensive trying to hold what we had

instead of expandinge.
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PATTLE Of TIE EASTIRIE SOL

Q. What was your mission in the SOLOMOLS Area in August?

A. e werc cscorting special Arny and Navy troops to CAPE DABIT on GUADALCaNAL.
T was Chief of Staff to Rear Admiral TANAka on the JINTSU (CL). Ve also
had four destroycrs and four transports with us. The IYUJO was operating
to the east of us. Sometimes we would see it. The SHOLAKU and ZUIhAKU werc
also operating to the east but we never saw them,

e iiere you ever attacked?
Ae Yes, the morning of 25 august we were attacked by dive-bombers.,

We vere sbout 100 miles north of GUADALCANAL proceeding soutih at about

O knots because of a slow transport, Abcut 0700(-=7), about 12 dive-
wombers attacked us. The JILTSU was hit on the port side between number
orie and two turrets. The Second Destroyer Squadron Staif then tronsierred
to the NAGANAMI (DD) and the JINTSU returined to the houeland for repalr.
One transport was also badly damageu at the samne tlue, T think that 1t

was the KINRYU MARU,

Q. Did you receive any other attacks?

A, The JINTSU wae not Jbb%bhnd again, but the LIN:YU Mail and the LUTSALTL
(DD) were attacked by 3-17's about two hours later, The transport nad
been abandoned and was sinking. The JUTSARTI had stopped aina was pre-
paring to torpedo the transport when 9 B-17's bombed and sank it. A
number of men were rescued by other destroyers. The transport vias not
hit at that time but was tornedoed by another destroyera

Q. Viere those destroyers irom your ovn force?

A. No, we had retired a few miles to the north. There were four destroyers,
I thirk from the Tiehth ¥Fleet. They had Lombarded GUADALCAI:AL the night
before and were to join us on the 25th as additional escort. They had
been attacked by dive-bombers during the night but not hit.

Q. “here did you go after the attack?
B B escort@d the remaining transports to the SHORTLAND 10.14iDS. Tie
Seconé Destroyer Staff then shifted to the KAGERO (DD).

Q. ¥hy didn't you ¢ atinue and land your troops at GUADALCALAL?

A. “e were ordered Lick., I think that it may have been because of the loss
of the RYUJO and danage to the SHOKAKU. “/e did not have alr support for
a landing.

L TTLE OF TASSAFARONGA, 30 Novsmber 1942,

SR S F PR RS
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Qe Vihat ships were nresent auring the Bactle of TASSAFARCK(GLY

A, Flagship NACANAMI (DD), Rear admiral TANALA, and tiie Second [estroyer
Souadron which was comwosed of tie lltteepth Destroyer Division
(OYASHIO, KURASHIO, huhﬂﬁ@), the Twrenty~fourth Destroyer Division
(LAWAKAZE, SUthnZL) arnd tiie Thirteenth Destroyer Division (TARANAMI,
NAGANAMI and the MALANALI).

Qs were there any heavy slilps present?
A, Lo, just destroyers. The JINTSU was being repaired in JabPal, No other
cruisers or transports viere there.

Qe %hat was Jour objective tnat night?

A. e had left BUIN on the night of the 29th, passed through POLGAINVILLE
STRAIT on course 0909, just past ROLCODOK REEF; then south to Ral0S
ISLAND, passed west of P'ULDIKA and BUENA Vlurn I5LalD, then souch
of SAVO ISILAND. e were intending to land supplies and a few Lroops
at TASSAFAROLGA.

#9 Dld.you receive any air attacks during your passage?

ise o air attacks either going down or returning except flares which were
dropped during the nignt actlon.
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TRLNSCRIPT OF INTERAMGATION (Captein TOYAMA, Yasumi, 1JN)
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Q. Did you have radar search or fire control equipment?

A. No radar of any sort, Visual fire control only. le received a wireless
report from RiaBAUL that some of your cruisers were present in the
GUADALCANAL Area, but no detalls.

Q, Give a description of the battle.

A, Vie were proceeding on a southwesterly course between CAPL ESPAHANCE and
SAVO ISLaND, speed 15 knots. The ships were in column with the TAKANAMI
on the port bow as a picket ship. Beticeen CAPE &SPIRANCE and TASSAFaRONGA
we had slowed to 12 knots, ;etting ready to land our supplies, when yepur
ships were signted. Just alfter we had slowed down and just before we
turned, we saw two torpedoes pass ahead ol us. You also opened fire at
the same time. That was the first time we saw your ships, e immed-
iately increased speed to 24 knots and reversed course, The three
divisions made a simultanecous column turn, with the division leaders in
the lead. e had practiced this turn for about a year and one-half at
night. I had sent out a signal not to open fire with guns unless
necessary. The TAKANAMI fired about seventy rounds and was the only
ship to open up. DBecause it opened fire, it was concentrated upon
by the American ships and sunk. It was the only ship sunl during the
action,

——

hen we sighted your ships,l sent out a signal to turn and to execute
a mass torpedo attack., The destroyers fired as fast as they could,

We saw torpedoes hit the flagship of your force and also hit several
destroyers which were burning. Because of jyour starshells and alir-
plane flares, 1 was afrald tnat your ships would follow us, Our snlps
were again in column about five miles north of CAPE BSPalmNCi, 1
thought that your force would pass north of SAVO ISLAND anc try to
intercept us if we retired the same direction that we came 1n; so we
retired at full speed to the northwest between Niv GZORGLa and SANTA
ISABsL ISLAND,

Qe Did you return and land your supplies?
A. No, we returned to BUIN. ‘'le landed the traops and suprlies later on
3, 7 and 10 December,

Q. Were any more of your ships hit by Auwcrican torpedogs ou sunfirey

A. The T.KaNAKI (DD) was the only one sunk, The NAGWMNalil recelved two
shrapnel hits in the after stack. That was the oniy dana;c. Many
near misses, no torpedo hits.,

Qe Did your destroyers zig-zag during tne battle?
ie e did not zig-zag, only increased speed,

Q. Did you have any ships present wilth just omne stack?
4e No, only new type destroyers with Lwo stacks.
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