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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SUMWE RESTRICTED
(Pacific)

C/0 POSTMASTER: SAN FRANCISCO

PLACE: Meiji Bldg
INTERROGATION NO 286 | DATE: 20 Nov 45

Division of Origin: Military Analysis
Subject: Combat techniques of the JAAF

Person interrogated and background:

TOKO, Guy, Superior Privaete - 2 pilot with the 7th Flying Regiment (Eikosen-
tal) from March 1945 until the end of the war. Prior to that time, he served
as a civilian test pilot. He has flown both army and navy types. Although only
21 years old, he states he has more than 5000 flying hours.

Interrogetor: Major John J. Dfiacoll
Interpreter: DMr. YANO, Haro

Allied Officers Present: Cept John C. West
SUMMARY ¢

TOKO wes & very cooperative individuel who seemingly was an exceptionally
good pilot. He was able to give an excellent comparison of the relative effec-
tiveness of American army end nevy planes as compered to Japanese types. He
considers the Americen P-51 the best fighter thet the Allles hed, but thinks
thet the Japanese KI 61 was equally es good end better in some respects. He
gave an account of verious tactics used by Jepenese pilots in their encounters
with Americen plenes.

TOKO 2lso geve =n amazing eccount of how a group of suicide planes took
off from ltemi sirfield, near Oseka, on 17 Aug 45 in seerch of Allied naval
forces known to be opereting in thet esrea. He stated that the plenes were unable
to find the tesk force =nd that reason alone prevented en attack, despite the
fact thet surrender negotistions hed been virtually completed two deys before.
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How old are ye\’ '

21 .yesrs (by Americen stendards).

Q
A
Q.; How long were'yeu 1n ﬁhe';Jape.nese Arm&?
A. I was celled up 14 Me.':"ch'-.‘1945,_ and wes demiobilized sfter the surrénder.

Q Wnat did. you 4o 1n the Armv?

A, l'wag at first sént to a cemmunic:—*tione sehool in Seiku frillage in Miye

Ken. Then in Merch they sent out a call for 21l men who could fly. I had consider-

able flylng experience ag & civilian. Therefore I .wes sent down to Kyushu as a
pilot.

Q, Whet 2bout your civilian flying experience.r
A. I started flylng et. an early age. I first soloed when I was 15 years old.
Shortly thereafter I wee employed by the Central Air Testing Dept (Chuo Koku

Kenkyu) near Yokohoma as a test pilot. I flew ell sorts of planes, mostly navy
figheere.

Q How long did you work for this organizetion?

A Until I was celled in the army in March 1945.

Q.. How nmchflylng time do you have to your cred.it_.

A. 1 know that I have more then 5,000 henre, al though I've lost the exact count.
Q How much of this was dnring_ your cijril'ian life?

A Between three? end four thouse.nd,

Q. That sound.s like a lot of flying time. Are you. sure thet all this time wae
as a pilot and not as a passenger? |

A. Yes, §5ﬁ‘s‘ee I fiew continuously, at every opportunity, for over six years.
Flying meant more to me than enything else. I neglected my educetion to the ex-
tent of running awey from school to. fly. - - ;

Q._.- Just how much educ‘:ation do-you havef h

A. I am a high school graduate and attended. Hosei University here 1n Tokyo for
over a year, leaving only when I was called in the army.

Q; Then you went to echool while you were employed by the Gentral Reeeerch |
Department ? & el B |

A. Yee.

Q. How nnich ef y'ouf army flylng time .w'a':shaeatuei combat.
A, Between 500 and 600 hours.

Q What treining d1d you receive in army tactice. etc?

A. Prect:.cally none' When I wes sent to Kyushu nw equad.ron leader wanted to
test my flying ebility, 80 he took me up and told me to follow the squadron. V¢
evidently did all right for then he tdld me to follow him while he went through
2 few maneveurs. I managed to follow him all right, so then he told me to lead
him and he would follow me. I did an outside looo and when the squedron leader
tried to follow me, he went into 2 dive end just managed to pull out end evold
creshing. After thet they eviden'bly decided I didn't need eny treining.

Q. VWhat kind of e plene were, you flying?

A. A type 3 fighter, the KI 61.

Q,. Did..you_ fly any othee' types whi_le in thearmjr?
A

No. 3 Tl d bt Gdmny i3
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Q. What kind of p*nea did you fly as a test pilo’
A. Mostly navy fighters, dbut I can't remember all the types.

Q. Here is a 1list of most of the navy fighters. Will you select those which

you recall flying? We would also like to know exactly what you think of each of
the planes that you definitely remember flying.

A. I remember the "Jack" quite well. Its degree of maneuverability was not good.
However when this plane was turned into mass production, its overall efficiency
declinéd even more, as compared to the original models. I think the "George" is

the best navy plane I piloted. The Irving II had a limited view and for that rea-
son was hard to fly. |

Q. We would like to know, during your 500 hours of operstional flying, how many

Allied aircraft you actually engaged, what your successes were, and what your
personal evaluation was of each type.

A, Clains
Typc a/e¢ #encounters Des/ Dam Remarks
P-38 12 2 12 This was sccond best a/c I encountered. It

was slower than the P-51 and was easier to hit
| because of its design.
P-51 15 None This wes the best Allied aircraft I ever en-
-countered. 1t had gre=t speed 2nd meneuverabil-
ity. It was the only one I feared and the only
one I found difficult to sheke off nmy teall.

FeF 20 0 3 This was not 2t 211 terrifying due to its
reletive slowness.
F4U 10 1 7 This was even slower then the F6F end the nost

inferior in performance of all the Allied
eircraft I encountered.

B-24 6 None Due to their formation fire-power, I wes o
little reluctent to press home 2ttacks on

these bombers. I feared their guns more than
the B-29's.

B-29 20 1 3 Because they were usually not in 2 close
formetion, 2nd often flew in 2n isolated PO~

sition, they offered little defensive fire-
power.

Q. Whet method of attack did you use ag2inst the B-29's?

A. I found the lesst defense put up when I came in low in a tail attack. This
was the most successful method of stteck.

Q. Did you ever try 2 nose attack?

A, Yes, but I suffered a few hits 2nd decided it was safer to use the low tail
attack in the future.

Q. Did you ever carry bombs?

B, ‘No.

Q. Wwith whet armament was your ship equipped?

A. Two 20mm guns in the nose.

Q. This is relatively light armement. Were there no other guns on the 2/c?
A. No.

Q. According to our information, the KI 61 hes 2 12.7 mn guns in the nose and
one 12.7 or 20mm gun in erch wing

A. The other eircraft in my orgenizestion had lighter guns in the nose. Mine

was a special eircraft, & new experimental tyve and to the best of my knowledge
the only one with two 20mm cannon in the nose.
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Did this epeci.emament installetion effect t‘perfomance of the aircraft?
Yes, my ship had greater naneuverability.
How wes your ammunition linked? Did you use tracer, HE, AP or I?

I had one tracer to eight armor piercing rounds.

No, I do not believe SO.

Was this linkage stendard throughout your orgenization?

Yes.

Q.

A,

Q.

A,

Q¢ Did you not use incendiary or HE?
A,

Q.

A,

. Why did you use tracer amrmunition?

4. For aiming purposes.

Q. How were you instructed to alm with tracer?
A.

I received no instruction in gunnery at all.

Q. What did you consider the meximun effective range of your guns?

A. 1 opened fire agéinst bombers at about 150 meters; and against fighters at
about 100 neters.

Q. At whet range did you breek away from 2 bomber sttack?

A. Usually et 75 meters, but on 2 few oécesions I went as close 2as 30 meters.
Q. When tracerk were fired 2t you, did they deter your sttack?
A. They only disturbed me slightly, end I did not fesr then.

Q. When an Ameriesn fighter got on your teil, whet wes your most successful
basic maneuver?

A. An outside loop was very effective, and often ensbled me to get on the
tail of the attacker. Only on one occasion wes this unsuccessful. This wes when

a P-51 was chasing me end I was unsble to shake him off. I tried 211 normal tac-

tics, but he still Kept on my teil. Finelly I heeded for the ground but he follow-
ed me right down to 30 meters. As a lest resort I flew between two trees under
the interlocking branches. The P-51 did not follow me through.

Qs Do you consider the P-51 a better aircraft than the XI 61°?

A, No. The KI 61 had = better all-around performance.
Q. What were the performance characteristics of the KI 617

4. Meximum speed was 670 to 680 kilometres per hour. The cruising speed 600

to 620 KPH. They told us the naximum altitude wes 12,000 nmeters, but I doubt
if it could exceed 11, 000.

Q. How long would 4t teke you to reach 6,00 meters?

A. About 4 Dinutes.

Q. How high could you get in six minutes?

A. About 8,000 meters.
Q. VWhy do you rete the P-51 inferior?
A

. My a/c was superior in speed a2s well as having grester meneuverability.
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Q. Was your unit! Miyazaki 211 the time.

K., No, 2bout 20 days before therend of the wer, when Miyazekl had beenreduced to
a shambles, we were evecusted by reil to Itemi, near Osaka.

Q. Did any plenes from your unit ever go on.suicide'missions?

A, No not until the wer was over.

Q. What do you mean by that?

A. Well, two days after the surrender, on 17 Aug 45 to be exact, we received
orders from Hq 6th Air Army (Kokugun) to attack an Allied flotilla which wes

operating off the cosst of the Osaka area. Some planes from our squadron took

off, loaded with bombs. We were told this wes to be the final glorious atteck
for the honor of the Empire.

Q. Why didn't you take off?

A. I was in ny plane, warming up the motory when the first planes came beck

with the informaetion that the flotilla had steamed away and could not be loc-
ated now.

Q. You mean you were actually set to take off when the order came to stop?

A. Yes. My plane was loaded with bombs, even in the cockpit. There was barely
room for me.

Q. How did you feel sbout being designated as a suicide pilot?

A. It is unmenly of me to say so, but truthfully 1 was saddened to tears at
receiving the deeth sentence.

Q. Did the other pilots feel as you didr?

A. One more in my squedron did. He and I were the only ones who had university
education. The ones who had been trained in militery schools (Shonen Hei Gekko)
and the ones who hed little education seemed to be ouite hapoy a2t the honor.

Q. Did you protest or do anything to show thet you didn't like the assignment.

A. There wesn't rmch I could do. However, I was planning perhaps to make a
landing on the ocean rather than crash my plane into 2 ship.

Q. Did you know of any others who did this?

I had heerd ranors that some did.

. Are you sure that all this occurred after the surrender?

. Yes, it was two days after the Armistice.

. They were always designated.

A
Q
A
Q. How were personnel selected for suicide missions.
A
Q. Were there ever any volunteers?

A

. 1 never knew any.
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