HEADQUARTERS RESTRICTLED
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERRAGATION NO. 457 ' PLACE:  Trkyo
| DATE: 24 Nov, 1945

Divielon of Origin: Military Anelysis.

Subject: Jepanese Alrcraft.

L

Pereonnel lInterroceted end Becksround.,

Lt, Cowmdr. OHIRA wes born in 1914, He gredusted from the level

Gollege in Merch 1937, In April 1938 he wes 2ssigned t5 the Treinine
Corps (RE:SEU KOKUTAI) 28 2nd Lieut. He rcceived 10 monthe experi.nce
on carricer=borne ettack plenes, follaowed by 2 months on lend-=besed
atteck plencs, He was then treneferred from KISaRADZU 4o MIHORO, whore
for 22 wonthses he wae sttzched to a lend-besed unit. EHe wes herc promnted
to Lt Comdr, In august 1942, he wes transferrcd to.IUKOSUKA 1lst Hevel
alr Technicel aArscnel, a2e 2 uenber of the alr Zxperinentsl Depesrtient.
His work hure conelsted of Yesting exzperimental indels of lend—bssed
boiibers. In 194« he wes trensferrcd vo & drench »f the 10UL0SUKa Tevel
2ir Stetion at Mlbalia,

where Interrogeteds Meijl Building Roow 3.0,
Interrogetor: Mejor John J, Driscoll
Interorctor: Mr, YANO Hero
allied Officers Present: N-ne.
SUMMARY
Lt. Condr OHIRA wes vorimerily feridlier with Nevy Bombers, However,
he 2lso hed some knowledege nf the eirbarne rader equivnent., He wee, fron

versonal obser¥etion, familier with the tralning of BaKA pilsts, 2nd sn one
occasion versonelly relersed » BAKA nver YOKOSUKA,

RESTRICTED 407  —l-




INTERROGATION ‘ RESTRICTED

Q. How neny flying hours do you heve?

8., ahout 3500,
Q. How nmany of thesc hours were in coabat?

. Betweeﬁ 400 and 500.

A
Q. Wwith which aircraft are you familiart
A

1 TYPE REMARKS
Type 97 Carrier-bssed Torpedo Bomber No combat experience. Use for
treining only. (In 1939, before the
war.)
Type 96 (Model 21) 2~engine Bomber Used in combat.
Type 96 (Model 23) 2-engine Bomber. Tested superficially.

Type 1, (Models 11,22 end 24) Tested
2 engine Bombers.

RENZAN 4--Engine Bomber Tested
(Homare Type 24 Engines)
Q. What Keder eguioment was used on these eircraftt

A. Prectically the only one in usc was the Type & ark 6 Model 4 Radar avparatus.
It was noted for its freouent breakdown. Also, there were fow qualified
operators, due to the shortening of the treining courses, with the sub-
sequent lack of time for mastering so intricate & maching. This appsratus
was only installed on the Types 1 and 96 lend—¢~sed bombers. Plens had
been initiated to inetall rader on all types, but the suoply was limited.

5

Did you ever carry any guided missiles or speciel-type bombs?

o

I once carried e SAKURA BANA (BAKA).

Q. What was the purpose of the eperetion?

b

It wes to give the BaKa pilot treining, and ves done et YOKOSUKA
Q. #het did the treining progrem consist of?f
A

The training wes primerily done in the Zero fighter, The procedure wes
to climb to sltitude, =nd to then commcnce gliding into the eirfield et

2 7:1 2ngle which wes the normel BAKA gliding sngle. The enginc was
throttled down to reduce resistence, end en sttempt wes mede to lend near
a prodesigneted spot (terget).

@. Whet other treining did the BAKA pllots receive?

A. They were first teught to solo, vorior to the Zero gliding tresining. and
after being checked out on gliding into the terrget, they were relessed in
the treining model BAKA two or three times.

Q. Were there meny losscs in the BAKA treining?

A. There may hove been other losses, but I personelly know of one deeth
te o pilot of the treining-model BAKA,

Q. Do you know if these pilots were volunteers?
A. I believe thot most of them were.

G. Whet effect did the BaKa have on the parent plene?

A, The range on the Type 1 (Betty) wes decreased from 2000 to 500--600 miles;

snd the ppeed from 230 to 200 knots. This was duc to the weight of the
BaKa which wes about 2 tons. |
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Q. At whet speed wes the B-KA relessed? RESTRI CTED

A, at about 140 krjgee. This wes very lmportent as 2ds above or below this
brought aboqt th¥® denger of a2 collision betweun th BaKa end mother plene.

G. What was the method of sporoaching the terget?

A, The BaKa was rclessed et 3000 meters, The BaKi glide engle required thet
the sltitude of release be 1/7th of the distence to the terget.

Q. List 211 the sircreft you heve flown end eny defects end meintenence problomss

Ag Tywoe - Defect Meintenence difficulty
Type 96 lend besed stteck vlane Weak defensive flrepower. Since it was an
1l 20mm and 1 7.7mm gun old plane the
have an insufficient field
of Tire. maintenance was
eagy end familiar,

Porformance character- They could fix it
istics of the plane up quickly.

vere p'.) £ I'-

It had no defensive power
and according to my opininn
it is an old type planc
with little c¢ombat value.

2. Type 1 land besed attack plane Week defensive power Although the plene
It exploded cesily when was first build
hit., It Had a 13mn MG: in 1937, the plene

(end was known es "one wag diificult to

shot fighter."} repair due to 1ts
poor construction

It wes ineffcectual which is & result

againsgt B-298 due of our present

to ite poor compari- poor production

tive oerforuance, quality.

3. SHINZa Poor perforienca,

(014 model ).

4, Renzen
4-motored bomber It wes' thought thet »a I feel thet 1%
long renge plenc wes wes difficult for
necesssry. We were in ~mr factorice to
the midst ot testing meke & lerge
and verfecting a new nodel 4-motored
nndel. plene end meln-—

t2in it edequetely,
Q. What sre your openione on Allied Alrcr=ft?

A. 1. I 4o not believe thet we could surpess the supcriority of the equip.ient
snd the relisbility of the Alliad sircreft due to the greest advances of
their oroductive capecity,

2. The defonsive power (Weevons, srmor, sbility to keep iu tho air after
being hit)etc) of the mllied sircraft was 2 greert edventege to them in conbet.
3, The Jepencse were not 2ble in their eircraft production and development
to equal sllied hydromechenicel snd methematicel ability. The allies .&de
botter use of theee technicel subjects in their production, They were not
only femilisr with methemetice in their lsboratorics,but they werc rble

to use it in cowmbet efféctively.

4, DMore iaportent, Japanese productive capseity in elrcreft could never s
equal thet .f aucrice,
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Whet ere your orgions on & comperison of the def‘ive ability of Japanese
end Allied bonmbers? |

Ag I previously steted due to poor Jepenese production, the equipment wes
poor. Although the Jepsnese 2ir force hes grest morele, neumely » willingness
to secrifice their lives in defense, the porformenec »f our plrnee wes mueh
poorer then those of the Allied forces. Although we improved the guelity
of our mechine guns,our develooment of dafensive cennoms for lergs bonbers
end of power gun nounts was very slow. DRurthermore, beceuse there wee i~
sufficient treining in the sighting snd firing of power gun mounts, the
1resee in hesvy borbers were very great, A unified sircraft oroductiom

orocran throughout the country is very cssentiel,
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