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@ H. B. Morce @t igH—BEh:

Hunan is proud of its independence and freedom from noncus-
tomary exactions and in this province the payment once of the
full tariff rate of likin exempts goods from further payment with=
in the provincial limits, while the accretions and irregular exac~
tions are less than elsewhere in China, Hunan is, however, excep-
‘tional. (The Trade and Administration of China, p. 120.)

@ sk H-kée (190168 ) HMEBERH H. C. Hansson #A#REREFABRM
M R Al A A T —BRE:

When, . . . the Hunanese are said to be the least squeezed
of any prov.nce in China, this is due to the patriotic action of
the gentry at the time of the Taiping Retellion, . . . . When com-
parative quiet was restored and the Imperially appointed officials
came back, they found the vrovisional goverment carried on—and
well too—by the gentry. Any attempt to utterly oust them
proved disastrous for the officials..... The system of committees
or representatives of the gentry, who acted together with the
of ficials, has been continued ever since. The gentry, being of the
people, keep more in touch and sympathy with them, and act as-
a che:k to gross ubuses. (Office Series: Customs Papers, No. 73,

p. 55.)
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