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THE TRUE

HISTORY

. AND .

ADVENTURES

OF

C‘atbarme szzam

A YOUNG .

" Géntlewoman a Native of Rome, who for
many Years paft in the Habit of 3 Man;

-killed for an Amom- with ayouhg Lady ; and found |
on Difle&ion, a true Virgin. .

With curious Anatomical REMARKS on the Nature
and Exiffence of the HYMEN

By GIOVANNI B!A NCHI, Profeﬁbr of
_ Anatomy at Sienna, the Surgeon who diffe@ted her. -

. With a curious FRONTISPIECE. -
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_ :‘:g- LL our Paﬁions are knOWn
36 AGR to break out into very extra+
Srondy vagant Sallics, but Love
7% fems of all to be the mott
exorbitant ; fo that no one, réad in the -
Hiftory of human Nature, will:-won- -
der, that a bare Report fhould ever
have kindled fuch an ardent Affetion
o A in
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in fome, as to fend the Perfons thus

infatuated a wandering, from one -

Country to another, in Queft of the
defired Object ; or that others have
preferred the Gratification of their
Love to Duty and Decency, to Tran-
quillity and Reputation. The Subjec
before me is an Inftance, that the
Wantonnefs of Fancy, and the De-
pravity of Nature, are at as great a
Height as ever; and that our Times
afford a Girl, who, fo far from being
inferior to Sappho, or any of the Le/-
bian Nymphs, in an Attachment for
thofe of her own Sex, has greatly fur-

pafled them in Fatigues, Dangers, and

Diftrefs, which terminated in a violent

Death. ‘This the following Narrative

will manifeft, which is a pregnant
Example of the thocking Ebullition

of human Paﬁions, yct at the fame -

Txme,




‘3}

\N v 7

\ Tune, of 2 moft firm Conftancy and

Daringnefs in a young Creature, tho

" with a fad Alloy of Guilt and Precipi-

tancy.

Our unfortunate Adventurer’'s Name
was Catberine Vizzani; fhe was born
at Rome, and of ordinary Parentage,
her Father being a Carpenter. When
fhe came to her fourteenth Year, the
Age of Love in our forward Climate,
the was: referved and fhy towards
young “Mer, but 'would be continu-
ally romping with her own 8¢x, and

' fome fhe carefled with all the Eager-
~nefs and Tranfport of a Male: Lover';

but, above all, the was paﬂionately

‘enamoured with one Margaref ‘whefc

Company fhe ufed to’ ‘caurt, under
Pretence of learning Embroxdery ;and,
mot fansﬁcd with thefe Interviews by

A2 . iDay



Day, icarce 2 Night paffed, but fhe

appeared in Man’s Clogths, under her |

Charmer’s Window ; - though, in all
Appearance, her Pleafure muft be L=
mited to the viewing Margaret’s cap-
tivating Charms, and faying foft Things
to her. This whimfical Amour went
on very quietly for above two Years,.

but at laft Catbering being furprized
by Margaret’s Father, juft when her

Heart wis overflowing . with fervid
Expreflions of Love ta his Daughter,
he rattled her feverely, and threatened
that the Governor ‘of the -City ﬂaould

hear of her Pranks, =~ Gatherine was

fo frightened with Menaces of fuch a
Nature, that the abfconded, and vent
to Viterbs, in a Man’s Difguife, where
the took. upen herfelf the Name of
Giovanni. Bordoms.  After continuing
here till the imagined the Noife of

' R her
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her Gallantry was blown over, and
fhe was at the Bottom of her Purfe,
which at firft had not been too full to
tie ; the ventured to return to Rome,
not to her Father’s Houfe, but taking
SanCuary, as’* an unfortunate young
Man, in the Church of Senta Ma- .
ria, in Tranflevero. Being perceived
in the Evening, by a Canon of that
Church, whofe Name was Giuféppe
Lancifi, and his Curiofity being whet-
~ ted by this tham Youth’s endeavour-
ing to fculk, ‘he made up to her, and
afked her what the meant by fuch
a fufpicious Behaviour ? To whom
our Adventurer timoroufly anfwered,
that the was far from any bad Defign ;
it was only to ‘avoid the Revenge
which had been vowed againft her for
a little Fault on account of a Sweet-

heart, The Canon, taken with Gio-
’ : vanni’s



wanni’s modeft Deportment, compaf-
fionately anfwered, that he fhould be
welcome to the Protection of his Houfe
which joined to the Church, and there
he would be out of the Way of the
mercilefs Officers. During this Con-
~ cealment, a Country Gentleman of Pe-
rugiz came upon a Vifit to the Canon’s
Houfe, who, wanting a Servant, and
fecing Giovanni a genteel young Fel-
low, made her good Offers, which
fhe was very ready -to embrace ; and

at her Departure told the Canon that

fhe was Son toone Peter Vizzantya Car-
penter, who had. removed to Rswe

from the Milanefe. Whatever was the\
Matter, Giovanni quickly grew out of

Fancy with her Service, and in a Letter
to her Mother, containing her whole
Hiftory, fhe acquainted her, that," for

fome particular and good Reafons, the

- thould

U S
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fhould chufe to live at Arezzo above
any other Place, and defired her to
wait upon the above-mentioned Canon,
. to obtain for her a Letter of Recom-
mendation to his Brother, a Captain
at that City. 'The fond Mother, upon
the Receipt of her fugitive Daughter’s
Letter, made but one Step of it to the
Canon’s Houfe, and, without the leaft
Intimation of Giovann’s Sex, urged
the Requett, fo that {he got her recom-
mended to the Captain at Arezzo; yet
here Matters were {o crofs, that neither
her Patron’s Intereft, nor her own Per-
fon, could procure her a Service ; fo,
after lofing a Month there, the Captain
fent her away to his Brother Bartho-
lomew, who was fettled at San Sepolcro,
with whom fhe had better Fortune,
. getting foon after to be Body-Foot-
man to Signor Francis Maria Pucci of
© Monte



- (8)

Monte Pulciano, who at that Time was
Governor, .or Vicar (as the Tufcan
Stile is) of Angiari. Never was Gena
tleman better fitted with a Servant than
the Vicar with Grovanni ; for, befides
Reading, making of Chocolate, and
Cookery, fhe was very dextrous at
Pen, Comb, and Razor; in a Word,
~fhe was a thorough Proficient in all
the Branches of her Employment.
The Governor, however, being an
auftere Man, who made no Allowance
for the Impulfes of Nature, or the Fer-
vor of Youth, was ufed not to fpare
her, for inceflantly = following the
Wenches, and being fo barefaced and
infatiable in her Amours. ~ She had
Recourfe to feveral delufive Impudici-
ties, not only to eftablifh the Certain-
ty, but raife the Reputation of her
Manhood (Thc Dodtor enters into a
naufcous
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aufeous Detail of her Impoftures,
which is the more inexcufable, they
not being effential to the main Scope
of the Narrative. Thefe, if agrees
able to the ‘Falian Gotlt, ‘would: fhoek
the Dehcacy of our Nation, with
whom I hope the following Lines will
ever be in full Force, as the Staada'd
ef Criticifm ' i ~

Imnleﬁ Wards admt ofm :Dofm 3
dndWant ofDmntqu'ﬂnf of &nﬁ

Though 3 Vell be drawn over, fuck‘
Ordures, yet 23 Giovanais Artifices
cannot be one-and all cancedled, with..
out an Infra@ion ef the Laws of Hi.
flory; and would, befides, occafion
- too great a Chafin in a Tranflation ; I
return to thé Original, with faying,
that ﬂzc was, two feveral Timies with

, -. B the
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a Surgeon, in that Diftri®, to buy
Medicaments for the Removal of Dif-
orders, which fhe pretended to have
contrated from infectious. Women,
being but a raw Soldier in the Wars
of Venus ; to obviate any Sufpicions
which her Laundrefs might at certain
Times harbour, fhe told her, that it
fome Way or other, havipg taken Air,
that Nature had been very liberal to
him, theGirls teazed him out of his
very Life, but that fome of them had
very ill rewarded his Compliance ;
that, however, he hoped, by the Care
of the good” Doctor, and his own Dif-
cretion, quickly to get clear of their.
Prefent, and that he would be more
wpon his Guard for the future ; addmg;
(as-he kiew that a Prohibition is with:
moft People an Incentive) a firi&t-
Charge to the Laundrefs, that fhe.
cli el ihould

Ty

-




fhould nof betray his Confidence by:
dropping the Ieaft Hint,  in any.Places

cither of his. Abilities or Diftemper..

Her Fetches fucceeded far beyond her
Defert, that is, to the very. Height of
her ExpeQation; fo that, within-a
fhort Time, :it was “whifpered - about
that Giovanni, 'was the . beft Woman’s
Man, and :the moft addi®ed to that
slluring Sex-of all the Men in that
Part of the Country. - However, -this
Charater, the Acquirement of which
had coft her fo many. Artifices; and in
which fhe ‘hugged herfelf ‘with fuch
Pride. and. Delight, was' near proving

~ fatal to her ; for, being paffionately

¢namoured with a Girl, whofe fingu-
lar Beauty attraftéd numerots Adorers;
one. of her Rivals apprehending fhe |

‘would bear away the Prize,in a Fitof
'Ra.ge at feeing her ufe fome Endear-~

~et B2 ments



| (%) y
ménts with i@ beloved: Objn&,
wese permittéd without. fb miuch as any:
Feint of Repulfe, drewk upan her, ahd
gave her 4 very ‘deep Wound in the
Neck.  ‘The Gaverner, who, being in
Years, feemed to have gutlived alf
Remembrant¢ ‘of the Efferveftencies
of that Paffion, -efpecially with 2 Litw |

- tle Encouragerhent, was at firft - mord "

inconfed again®k his Servant; than troie
bled at the Danger of his Wound ; he
fent away 3 Letter full'of heavy Com.

,pkamtstﬁfheCaumatRm that g

Pexfony of 'his facrbdFunﬁmn thould
grant his- Rccmmmdabaﬁ and that
expreffed in the moft unexceptionable
Terms, ta.a young: Vagabond, and
the mofk sbandaned Wharemafter that
ever feduced Womah, i [The Canony
being 3. Pérfon of ubblemnithed Sanéi-
ty, but fo: rcady to ull A€ of :Kigd-

| neﬁs,
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nefs, as fometimes to overlook the¢
proper - Cautions, immediately difs
patched a Servant to the Carpenter,
Giovawni’s Father, to come to. his
Houfe, without Delay.  He began;
- with the moft ferious Concern, te lay
open to him the Particulars of his San’
fcandalous  Diffolutenefs, - chargmg
* upon the Want of timely Inftrution

~ and Chafifement, if not the, Influence
of a vicious Example. The Carpentér;
who could hardly Keep his Counte-
nante during a Remonftrance delis
vered ‘with 2 diCtatorial - Solemnity,
calmly anfwered, that, to his and his
dear Wife's inexpreffible Grief, . thei?
Son was aProdxgy of Nature, znd that;
in his very Childhood; they had obs
ferved fome aftonithing Motions of
" Luft, which had unhappily gathered
) Vehemence with the Growth of his
~Body;
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Body ; that, however, fince fuch was
the Cafe, and the Vigour of his Con-
flitution was not to be reprefled by
Words or Blows, ‘Nature muft €’ en
take its Courfe ; and, as for the vicious
Example you are pleafed to infinuate;
I hope I am no worfe than my Neigh2 -
bours. I muft tell you, Mafter Car-
penter, replied ‘the Ecclefiaftic a lit-
tle moved, that you are in the Wrong;
ay, and very much fo, to offes to ex-
tenuatejyour Son’s Enormities,-chiefly;
as they are dn Offence to the God ‘of
Holinefs, 'and;: as fuch; may. plunge
the Youth into Mifety inéxprefiible,
and without End; but alfo, :which is
not beneath Confideration, they reflect
a Dithonour on’ yeu, as his Patent,
his Guide, and ~Inftruor; and .on
mc,who, too eafily inferring the Good- -
: ne!é Qf his Morals from his ingenuous

, Coun-
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Countenance and decent Carriage, re-
commended him in Terms, as if he
was not to be over-praifed. The Fa-
ther, perceiving the Canon to grow

~ warm upon the Matter, put a Stop to

his Expoftulation, faying, with a Smile,
Reverend Sir, certainly you have few
Equals in Chriftian Zeal, but I muft
undeceive you, and afk Pardon for

- not doing it before: This fame Child

of mine, whofe: Irregularities have
made fuch a Noife, is no Male, but
as truly, in all Refpeéts, a Female, as
the Woman who bore her; he then
proceeded to relate the Occafion of her
leaving her Home, and ramblmg ina
Man’s Habit. The good Canon was
amazed at. fuch frantic Doings, and
courteoufly difmiffed- the Carpenter ;

“however, Judgmg that the Governor’s

Letter was in'a Stile too lofty and a-
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crimonious, to be ufed to a D:gmtary’,
hé did not vouchfafe to anfwer it, nor
~made any other Ufe of the authentic
Information given him of Gzo‘vanm s
genuine Sex. This Wound, though
not fatal, made Giovanni fuffer a great
deal, efpecially in her Purfe; for, as
fhe drew it upon herfelf by the Li-
centioufnefs of her Amours, her Ma-
" fter. told her he would not in the leaft
concern himfelf in the Charge of the
Cure, but as-he brewed fo muft he
bake. The Vicar, however, whilft
Giovanni was under the Surgeon’s
Hands, had ‘been put to great Incon-
~veniency, as nothing came amifs to
her; that he chofe to bear with her
Debaucheries, rather than deprive him-
felf of a Domeftic of fuch general
Ufe, and tried Probity; acoordmgly'

vaamz continned with him betwixt




(17)
three or four Years afterwards, and,
in all Appearance, to their mutual Sa-
tisfaction, ' the Governor never faxlmg
to take him’in Company, whenever he
vifited his. Eftate at Monte Pulciano,
till (whether it was from Whim, Dif-
guft, or fome new Scheme) fhe ab-
ruptly defired and obtained her Dif-

: charge She hired herfelf next to Gi-

annozzo de. Capparello, ~who at that
Tirhe was Commiffagylor. Governor of
that Place ; but, having enough of this
Service in.a.few Months, 'fhe went
and made Rer:Submiffions t6 the Vicar.
of Anghiari, who; partly out of Good-
nature, and. partly out of Regard to
heruniverfal Qualifications, received her
again- into his Family, but with many.
grave Admonitions to ‘a more regular
Behaviour-; -her Mafter, being. foon
after prcferred to the Podeftatethip of

C - Libra-
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Librafratta, took her thither, and
often in his little Jaunts to Monre Puj-
¢tano, Florence, and other Places; tho
he moftly kept him in full Employ-
ment at Librafratta, to put a Stop to
fome Broils which were' beginning to
break out at his Seat at Momte Puk
ciamo, on Occafion of Giovanni’s amo-
rous Purfuits, for they were not in any
wife abated ; whether Nature were ac—
tually uncontrolable, or Gratitude had
not its proper Weight, or fhe was
hardened againft Pain, Infamy, or any
other Confequence. She: fome Time
after, at that Place, was brought into
a dangerous Plunige by her intriguing
Effrontery. In all her feveral Jour-
ni¢s with her Mafter, the never made
the leaft Difficulty to lie in the fame
Bed with other Men; upon a Cafe
of Neceflity ; but alfo forbore making
" any
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any Advances to her Bedfellow,
though he were an Adonis. It is now
about two Years ago, that, attending
upon the Podefta and his Son .Anony,
Lord of Santo Stepbano at Florence, du-
ring their whole Stay there, which was
near two Months, Giovanni was obliged
to take Part in'the fame Bed, with the
two other Servants, wanton young Fel-
lows, whom they had taken along with
them in that Journey, and without any
Difcovery to her Prejudice ; at which
‘Time, being upon a Vifit ‘to a Kinf-
man, during our Vacation, I happened
to put up at the very fame Inn; and,
one of their Servants having been fent
- away Exprefs, my Servant, apprehend-
ing that he might difturb-me, by co-
ming into the Chamber, where I had,
fame, Hours before, retired to flecp,
betook himfelf to fupply the Place of
o Cz the
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+~the Podefta’s abfent Servant.” Not a
. fingle Day pafled, during my Stay here,

_ but I was fure to be entertained with a
brawling Dialogue betwixt the Podefta

_ and Giovanni, on Account.of the latter’s

being more free in his’ Gallantries to
the Daughter of .the Houfe than be-
came one who wore a Livery;-and e-

fpecially, faid the fupercﬂxous Podefta,

. the Servant of a Man placed in fuch
Authority asT am, to: fuperintend the
Obfervance of the Laws, to prcferve'
good Order, and punith Trregularities.

- After an honourable Iffue of -the. Af-
fair; which had brought the Podefta
to Florence, he réturned £o Librafratta.
Here Giovanni gave a mote: audacious
Loofe ta his. unnatural: Defires, his
Mafter’s Prefeace being frequently re-
‘quired at :Montz Pulciano, and - 6ther
Places, whd{’c the Care of :the Houfe

.- was

w

-

, OB st £
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was committed to Giovanni, who, a-
midft all her Licentioufnefs, was never
known, in the leaft, to have offended,
in Point of Vigilance and Honefty :
Among other Charmers, he had the
Prefumption to offer his Addrefles to

- a very lovely young Gentlewoman,

Niece to the Minifter of the Vlllage 3
and profecuted them with fuch Ar-'

~ dour and Succefs, that they both grew’

paffionately in Love with each other.
The Uncle, knowing the Temptation
of Beauty, and the Lubrlcxty of Youth,

kept a - ftri¢t Guard over his Niece,
- till an advantageous Match, which was

in Agitation, fhould be concluded ;

but’ Giovann’s Perfon and. Bla'ndifh-'
ments preponiderated againft all other
Confiderations ; and, after eluding the
Uncle’s Attention, in feveral Midniéht
Interv1ews, Giovanni. propofed to the

young
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young Lady to carry her off atan ap-
pointed Time, and that afterwards
they fhould make for Rome; where,
by Means of an honeft Prieft of his
Acquaintance, their Paflion fhould be
confirmed and fan&ified by the Offices
of the Church : This Overture was
not only agreed to, but applauded as
the greateft Mark both of his Love
and Virtue. To carry this Scheme
into Execution, Grovanni had provided
~ two Horfes, on which they were to
fet out very early one Morning about
the Middle of JFune, in the Year One
Thoufand, Seven Hundred, and Forty
‘Three. The Evening before this im-
portant Expedition, Grovenni’s Miftrefs,
her Difcretion not being equal to her
Beauty, took her younger Sifter a-part,
and told her, that her Uncle’s rigid
Humours had now worn out ber Pa-

tience 5
{
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‘tience ; that fhe had détermined fiot

to be mewed up at that Rate any
longer 5 and that Giovanni, who would
do any Thing for her, was to be her
Deliverer, having provided two Horfes
againft the Dawn of Day, on which
they were to poft away to Lucca, and
from thence to Rome, where they were
to be married. This mettlefome Girl
commended the Projedt to the Skiess
but added, that fhe alfo, having long
been tired of living with fuch an old

“Cuff, would take this charming Op-

portunity of freeing herfelf from him,
and accompany her in an Adventure,
which carried fo much Spirit with it
The Elder, too late fenfible of her Ini
difcretion, conjured her not to harbour
any fuch Thought, as being her Un<
cle’s Favourite, and having good: Ex-
pe&atlons from him ; but the Younger

- being

L
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being one of thofe, who what they
will, they will unalterably, was not to
be cajoled, and flatly told her. Sifter,
that, if {he made any farther Difficul-
ties againft her being one of the Par~
ty, their Uncle fhould hear of it before
~ he {lept, and then, where is your Jour~
ney to Rome? 'This fo ftunned the
. Lady-errant, that fhe had not a Word
to fay for fome Time; and after a
Paufe, changing the Key, - faid fhe
would open the Matter to Gievanni,
" who, the hoped, would agree.te what
the feemed fo bent upon. Giovanni
was too much -taken up with the
Thoughts of the approaching Ex-
ploit to give Way to Sleep, and was
- upon the Spot before the Time, where
he found Maria ; for Love having kept
Maria not lefs. wakeful, and her Sol-
licitude about her Sifter fuggefting to
-1 ' her
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her that every Moment was precious ;

the immediately informed him of her

.Sifter’s Determination, and the Con-
fequences of a Refufal. Giovanni, who

-had Complaifance, without Referve,
for the youthful Females, very cheer-

fully anfwered, Aye, with all my

Heart; it were Pity a Girl of fo much

Mercury fhould ftay behind ; fo,

mounting them both upon the two

' Horfes, fhe put herfelf to the Fatigue
of accompanying them on Foot.

Their firft Rout was to Lucca, which

lies at no great Diftance from Libra-

Sratta, but making a Circuit to avoid
Pifa,where her two Fellow-Travellers

had a general Acquaintance; before
their fhort Refrelhment at Lucca was
ended, Giovanni, who was ufed to Dif-

patch, had provided a Chaife ready at

the Door, into which the hurried the

A - D. two
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two Nieces, whilft fhe contentedly
placed herfelf in her common Poft
behind. With this Vehicle thefe three
- Adventurers proceeded towards Sisnna,
but with more Hafte than good Speed ;
far, at a Place called J Pocchetto, a few
Miles from Sienna, whether by the
Weight of three Perfons, or that the
Calafh itfelf was old and crazy, what-
ever was the Caufe, it broke down, te
the unfpeakahle Confternation of the,
Fare; but Giovanni, an expert Tra-
veller, quxckly got it mended, and
away they drove to retrieve the Delay,
Havmg feen t,hcfe unfortunate Crea-
tures fo fagin theit Way, let us.return -
to the Prieft, Uncle to Mariz and.
Prifeilla.” Upon miffing his Nieces,
it muft be thought that he flew into a
violent Rage, which yet he_could vent
. only in Words ; bu being. mformed |
T that

.
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that they had -been feen” on- the Liiccd
Road, in Company with Giotwnni, he
inftantly difpatched away "his Chap-
lain, a young Blade, who was Zam
Marte quam Mercurio, affifted by two
Servants of the Podefta, with a Pro-
~ mife of fuitable Rewards, if ~they
‘brought back his Nicces, and fecured

- Giovanni, in order to his being made
an Example for ‘his audacious Villainy;
in impofing on the Credulity of Girls
of ateputable Family, tofeduce them’
from theil’.Wardﬂlip.' On_ this Pur--
fait théy pofted away to Lycca, which
the Fugitives had left, long before their
Arrival. = However, haviig = Intelli--
gence that fuch a Company had taken
the Sienna Road, they, without fo
much as Baiting, fpurred on, being
animated by the Scent they had got- -
tén; and as the Refrethment at Lucca
D2 * had



, ( 28)

had taken up fome Time, and the Re-
pairing the broken Calath at Poghetto
a great deal more, they came up with
their Chace at Staggia. The Chap-
lain, to make thort Work of it, called
out to the Servants to fire upon Gio-~
vanni, who, having perceived them at
fome Diftance, had leaped down from -
behind the Calath. The Servants,
purfuant to their Leader’s Command,
prefented their Pieces at Gwvanm, who
having a mafculine Spirit, as well as
mafculine Deﬁres, not at all daunted
at fuch a threatening Sight, drew a
~Piftol which hung at her Belt, and
prefented it towards the Chaplain.
This unexpected Refolution put them
to a Stand, and both Sides continued
watching each other’s Motions, whilft
the poor Girls were fhrieking, and
wringing their Hands ; ’till Grovann:,

con=
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confidering that her Sex would fecure

" her from any very bad Confequence of

this Affair, and that one Girl’s running"
away with two others might, in a
Court of Juftice, if it fhould go that
Length, be flightly paffed over as a-
Frolick, rather than feverely animad-
verted upon as a Crime, thought it ad-:
vifeable to furrender ; and; turning:.
contemptuoufly from the command-
ing Officer. to the Servants, who were:

- known to her, fhe delivered up her:

Piftol, telling them they were wel-.
come to do their Office. The Chap-:

lain, however, irritated at her Petu--

lance, if Jealoufy or Avarice were not
rather the Motives to fuch an Inhu-.
manity, after her Submiffion, ftormed:
at one of the Servants, whofe Name:
was Miniato, for not firing, and threat-.

. .. ened him with an Oar in the Galleys, if*

s

he
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he delayed a Moment ; whereupon he
let fly, aiming at Giovanni’s Thighs,
- upon a Suppdfition that. a Wound in

" thofe Parts would be the leaft hurtful,
“and hit the poor Creature in the left
Thigh, four Inches above the Knee;
the fame Shot killinga fine Pointer of
the Podefta’s, and frauring a Leg of
a Boy of about twelve Years of Age,
who happening to come by, had ftopt,
as it was very natural, to fee'what was
the Matter. The Chaplain, as: Chief
of the Expedltmn, was hot Wwanting
to fpread his Succefs in every Place
through which he conduéted his fair
Captives, on their. Return to theirUn~
cle, who, to prevent another Elope-
ment, went to Lucca, and initiated
them into a Confervatory of reclufe
Ladies. ~ As- for Giovanni; who had
fallcn to f.he Gz:ound with.‘Pain and:
Lofs
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Lofs of Blood, and the wounded Boy,
they were, by the Compaflion of the
Country:Falks, conveyed to the Hof-
pital of Poggibonfi, from whence, their
. Cafe being dangerous, they were,with-
in a thort Space, removed to qur Hof-
pital della Scale.  Giovanni’s Youth,v.
Pejeciion, and Docility bad fo endear-
ed her to the Curate of Poggibonf
that he recommended her to feveral
Perfons of Credit at Sienna; and fhe,
on her Part, committed fome Things
to bis Care, which, .if her Wound
thould prove hcr"DzatIi, were to -be
his, as an Acknowledgmaht of his for
feafonable Kindnefs, and a.Recom~
pence for his Prayers, which fhc with!
a-Flood of Tears, rcqucﬁed Befides
this,. Paalo Marchs, aRegula .of . di-:
ﬂmgm(hed Piety, wrote a vetf%y affec<
uonage Letter, in his Bshalf, to Mariz

o Co-
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Colomba, Purveyor to the Nuns of the
Order of the immaculate' Conception
of the ever Blefled Virgin at Siemna.
Accordingly Giovanni arrived at the
Holpital della Scala on the Sixteenth
of Sune, One Thoufand, Seven Hun-
dred, and Forty-three, and was laid in.
“the feventicth Bed, being entered in
the Regifter of the Patients, fram. his
own Mouth, by the Name of Gro-
vanni,Son of FrancifcoBordomi, Freeman
of Rome, and aged Twenty-four Years.
Here I muft obferve with Pleafure, as
an Inftance of the Candour and Hu-
-manity of my Countrymen, that, of
all to whom the unfortunate Giovansi -
fent the recommendatory Letters, no:",
one failed -to come, or fend, with the
moft liberal Offers of Affiftance; a-
mong the reft, Mariz Colomba thewed:
a moft vivid Spirit of Chriftianifm, by:
- which
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‘which fhe adds a Luftre to her reli-
gious Employment. My Servant,
Giambattifla  Giufliniani, hearing -of
fuch a Patient, was led, by Curloﬁty,
to go and have a Sight of him, ima-
gining he might know him, being of
the fame Clafs. |

It is no Wonder that he called Gio-
wanni to . Mind, upon Sight, having
been quartered in the fame Inn for
above forty Days, and Bed-fellows
the greateft Part of that Time. Upon
my coming Home in the Evening,
Giambattifia informed me that Giovan-
ni, the Podefta Pucci’s roguifh Ser-
vant, lay ill in the Hofpital of a
Wound, and defired, above all things,
that I would be fo good as to come -
and fee him ; which I promifed with
~an Intention of performing, but, as he

. E he
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had been. wanting to fet forth the
Place and Nature of the Wound, I
judged it to be fome{light Matter which
required no Hafte ; thus, I own, my
Promife flipt my Remembrance, and
the fooner, as my Man never fo much
as once, after his firft Information, re-
"minded me of it. In the mean Time
Giovann’s Wound grew extremely
painful, and brought a high Fever up-
on her, which was alfo accompanied
with a Difficulty of Refpiration, oc-
cafioned by an Accretion of the Pus,
or Humours about her Breaft; from
fuch a Conjun&ion of Symptoms, her
‘Recovery was apprehended to be
doubtful ; in this Extremity, a lea-
thern Contrivance, of a cilindrical Fi-
gure, which was faftened below the
Abdomen, -and had been the chief
Inf’crument “of her deteftable Impo-

fture,
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fture, became fo troublefome, that
the loofened it, and ldid it under her
Pillow; and now, brought to a Senfe
of the Heinoufnefs of her Courfes, the
difclofed her Secret to ‘the charitable
Maria de Colomba, who fuffered not a
Day to pafs without bringing or fend-
ing her fome Cordials. She told her
that fhe was not only a Female but a
Virgin, conjuring her, at the fame
Time, to let no Perfon -whatever
know it till her Death, and then to
declare it publickly, that fhe might
be buried in a Woman’s -Habit, and
with the Garland on her Head, an
honorary Ceremony obferved among
us in the Burial of Virgins. She
breathed her laft, a few Days after
this Confidence, in her twenty-fifth
Year. Such was the End of this -

'young Woman, after a- Difguife of
E 2 ~above
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above eight Years, during which fhe
lived, undifcovered, as a Man Ser-
vant, in different Families 3 it is, in~
deed, a Proof of fingular Addrefs and.
Self-Government, that in fuch a length
of Time, fhe fhould preferve her Se-
cret from Dete@ion, and be Proof
‘againft any Inclination or Love for a
Man, though living continually in the
utmoft Freedom with them, and of-
ten lying in the fame Bed; a Paffion
univerfally natural to young Womes,
and fo vehement in it’s A&ings, as
to violate the Inftitutes of a Cloifter,
" or elope from the Coercion of Parents ;
but, on the other Hand, here was
Effrontery and Folly in the Abftra&,
to fall in Love with thofe of her own
Sex; to amufe them with paffionate
Addreffes ; to kindle in them Defires,
without the Power of Gratification ;
to




_ \ 37}

to mind neither Dangers nor Fatigues,
and at laft to lofe her Life in thefe.
fantaftical Purfuits. The leathern
Machine, which was hid under the
Pillow, fell into the Hands of the’
Surgeon’s Mates in the Hofpital, who
immediately were for ripping it up,
concluding that it ‘contained Money,:
" or fomething elfe of Value, but they
. found it ftuffed only with old Rags s
The Servants firft fufpected Grovanns’s.
Sex, by her prominent Breafts, when
they came to remove her Body from:
the Bed on which fhe died; and,
making this 1knownA to the - chief
Mates, they not only difcovered her
to be 2 Woman, but alfo 2 Virgin, .
the Hymen being entire without. the
leat Laceration. Pietro Tfacchi, a
Native of Aruzzo, one of thefe Mates,
and a Youth of great Hopes, came.
to
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to me very early on the Morning of
the twenty-cighth of Sune, and told
me with a Blufh, that a Patient was
dead, in the Hofpital, of a Wound in
the Thigh by a Mufket-Ball, who,.
upon the Denudation of her Body,
proved to be a Woman, with a fine:
found Hymen, and other Tokens of

- an untouched Virginity ; and that, if
I would take the Trouble, my own. ¢
Eyes would verify his Account. Such
a Phznomenon incited my Curiofity,
fo that I fet out with him; but find-
ing the Body of the deceafed laid out
in her proper Habit, with the Virgi-*
nal Garland on her Head, and Flowers
frrewéd all over her Cloaths, I defer-
red ‘examining her till the Afternoon,

- when the Officers of Juftice were to
fit upon her, according to the efta- -
blithed Cuftom,” when any one dies
' of

e T T S S
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of Wounds in the Hofpital. ~ Accord-
ingly, taking along with me Fames

" Berti, my Diffe@or, and Giambattifia

Giuftiniani, my Servant, we feverally
certified to the Town-Clerk, that we
had feen her daily, for fix Weeks
fucceffively, in a Man’s Drefs at Flp-
rence, ; but, proceeding to an Exami-
nation of her Body, it appeared that

ofome of the younger Mates had made

an Incifion in her Belly, which they
had fewed up-again, and this to difco-
ver, forfooth, -if fhe was not pregnant.

~ As they had not meddled with the

Pudendum Mulicbre, nor the Vagina
_of the Uterus, the Entirenefs of the
Hymen inconteftably proved her be-
ing actually a Virgin. Upon infpect-
ing the Wound, I found it to be, as
before-mentioned, about a Hand’s
Breadth above the Kace, and that

" the
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the Muafket-Ball had neither perfora-
ted nor fraCtured the Thigh Bone,
but only made a fquare Hole in it,
with a Fiflure of its whole Length.
‘The Body, being again cloathed in her
funeral Veftment, was carried to the
Church, where it was laid out, in
Order to its Interment ; which being
turbulently oppofed by the Multi-
tudes, which flocked, from all Parts of*
the City, to get a Sight- of her, the
Corpfe was brought back, though
chiefly in Deference to fome Reli-
giéus, ‘who would have her to be no-
thing lefs than a Saint,-having pre-
ferved her Chaftity inviolate, amidft
the ftrongeft Temptations; fome of
thefe alfo afferting, that the might be
the Daughter of a Penetian Noble-
man ; -and, accordingly, an epiftolary
Account of het, dated at Siemna, gh{:
_, r
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firft of Yuly, and printed at Florence,
places her in this honourable Light.
Thefe Reverend Gentlemen certainly
took the Matter by .a wrong Han-
dle, a Woman’s San&ity not confift+
ing only in preferving her Chaftity
inviolate, but in an uniform Purity
of Manners, in which, hgw far Ca-
therine excelled, is manifeft from eve-
Ty preceding Lme, acqordmgly, I
urged that her making Love, and with
uncommon Protérvity, to Women,
wherever fhe came, and her feduemg
at -laft two young Women to run a-
wiy from their Uncle, were flagrant

Inftances of a libidinous Difpefition;
Prodccdmgs mcompatxble with any
virtnous Principle, or-fo much as De-

cency.

F But



- But the Condition of this pretended
young . Man, and the Occafion of her
Difguife; (both which were'cleared up

foon after, by Accounts. from Rome)

being at that Time unknown, it was
the more advifable to- comply wnth thc
Peoples Fcrment. L .

3 About Nme Clgck the next
Morning, I went again to -the Hof-
- pital, and caufed.-an Incifion to be
- made in the Body, and thc Parts of
Generation to be diffevered with the
~ niceft Exactnefs, ‘which were carried

to my Houfe to be: t.horoughly exa~
mined by a regular Difletion.. I
found, as has been before faid, the-

Hymen to be entire, and of a circu~

lar Figure, like the Valves of the
Inteﬁmcs, or thofe Rings, called Dia-
: phragms,

)]
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phragms, placed within Telefcopes to
reverberate the Rays of Light. . This
Hymen, with the approximate Parts,
- Iihave repofited among thofe which
I found in many Virgins of different
Age at Sienna. As for thofe which Idif-
fe@ed at Ariming, Tleft them behind ;
for that the Hymen is no Fancy, but
actually found in all Virgin Females,
is not controverted among experienced
Anatomifts; yet, as ‘there’ are not

wanting in fome at Sienia, who fneer -

at fuch a Thing, let them anly take
a View of my ColleGtion of thefe
Membranes; and, if they will not
ftand out . againft: ocular ‘Evidence,
they muft own. the Reality thereof:
The Clitorss of this young Woman
was not pendulous, nor of any ex-
traordinary Size, as the Accoumit fromi
Rome made it, and as isfzaid, to be that

- ’ Fa . of
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of all thofe Females, who, among the
Greeks, -were called Tribades, or who
followed the Prattices of Sappho; on 1
the contrary, her’s was fo far from -
any unufual Magpitude, that it was

not to be ranked among the middle-
fized, but the fmaller. ‘The left Fal-

- Iopian Tube in her was three Times'
bigger than the right, which was of

the proper Dimenfions ; it appeared as
fwelled and dried, . and, both this,

and the Ovarium finifirum, were full

of Hydatides, or minute Veficule, con-
taining an aqueous Matter.—~——All

the other Parts of the Abdomen were

in their natural State, and. all flaccid ;
efpecially, I obferved the Pahula of

the Colon to be large, and quite clofed.

I examined afterwards a Piece of the \
Liver_ jointly with the Gall Bladder,

: whxch after cleanfing it from the

Bile,
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Bile, and diffecting it, I found, as I
had in numberlefs Subjets before, that,
towards the Neck, it had a Curvature,
and that this Neck is not an even di-
re& Tube, as it is mifreprefented by
all the Anatomifts, except Hesfler ;
but that it twifted, like a fmall Cord,
with feveral {piral Valulz in the In-
fide, as I had, in Conformity to
that great Man, mentioned, in another
of my Writings, twenty Years ago;
but I could not difcern the Ciffipatic
-and Epatociflic Tubes, as they are
called ;- which was indeed my chief
Motive ‘to a narrow Infpetion into
thefe Parts, having frequently exa-
~ mined them before; but now they
were brought afreth into my Mind,
by reading the Bolonian Tranflation of
Winflow's Anatomy, who poffibly
mentions it, on Truft, from Authors,

who,
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who, having met with them in Ani-
mals, have concluded them to be in
Men alfo; but very probably they
have all been too hafty. I do not de-
ny that thefe Tubes have not, in J
Part, been difcovered in Animals =
I fay, in Part, being, from my own
" Experience, convinced that the Epa-
tociftics are in Oxen and Dogs, as I
have never been able to diftend their
Gall Bladder jointly with the Neck, .
. s——the Air tranfpiring through ‘
- thefe Tubes; but that the Ciffepatici ]
are not in any Liver whatfoever, isto  {
me evident, becaufe, did the Bile per-
meate from the Gall Bladder into the
Liver, it would naturally communi-
cate a bitter acrid Tafte to it, which
is the very Reverfe of that of all
Livers; this furely muft preponderate:
againft Winflow, and all thofe (be
their
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their Number ever fo great) from
whom he borrowed his Notion of
- thofe Tubes being in Men, and who
fhould have known better, than from
fome particular Analogies to draw a
general - Inference; the Amalogy fails
in numberlefs Particulars, as, would
not he be laughed at as a Smatterer
in Anatomy, a mere Sciokff, who
fhould argue that the Biliary Duét
of the-Ciff/ in Men is not tortuous,
becaufe in Animals’it is direct ?

In fine, as I fee no extraordinary
Title, Application excepted,- the
Name of Winflow has to the high
Authority in which it ftands, I con—
front againft it that of Ruifch, who
by all the learned World is allowed
to have penetrated -into the moft hid-
~ den  Secrets of Anatomy; that of.

: Hetfler,
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Heifter, and that of Signor Morgagni,
who are all abfolutely againft him in
this Point ; to which I prefume to add
1y own Experience, having a thou-
fand Times, and with the moft cir-
cumfpeét Attention,  in vain fought
for thofe Tubes in human Subje&s;
after all Difputes in Anatomy, expe-
rimental Philofophy, and other prac-
tical Sciences, are not to be decided
by Words and Names, but by Fads .
and ocular Demonftration. '

The Breaft of this young Woman
was alfo laid open, her Death being
attributed more immediately to the -
Fever, and Congeries of Humours

-on her Breaft, than to any other
. Caufe ; and, indeed, a large Quantity
of yellowith Pus was lodged in the
left Cavity of her Breaft; there was
C alfo
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alfo & purdlent Mttet in chc Righe,
but 4 great deal lefs in Qignifzi, and
of 4 fanguine Colour, Her Lungs,
on both: Sides; were black, thit
beirg the ufual Colodr of the Ih-
trails of futh; who die of an In-
ammifion eorimon to 4 Gangrene,
or 4 Sphacelss, T
At he fime Time, T hid 4 De
fir¢ of feing the poor Lad, whb, 4
is beforé fetdtéd, Hid been 2~ Feliow.
Sufferter with this unhidppy Ceatute ;
When, finding thé Tibiz dnd Fikily
Were fraétured into very fhalt Shivérs
o Bittle dbove thé Atle; T gave himg
over for dead 5 which proviéd his F ate,
withity « few Weeks; by the Tncreafs
Of the' Sanies of the Wotind; 41
wis' infoimed dt Floence; whese i
Affair had calléd e T will not af.
| G fim
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' firm that a timely and proper Ampu-
tation might not have faved his Life ; 3
" but our Ialian Surgeons, beﬁdes a
Tendernefs: of Difpofition, - lay a
greater Strefs on the Virtue of Me-
dicaments, than on the Adroitnefs
of their Hands, though their Profeflion
receives its Denomination from that
Member *; therefore it is no Won-
der, that the French Surgeons, who
a& upon oppofite Principles, fhould
decry our Method, and reproach us,
that the wounded Patients, which
have died, by Inches, under our
Phyfic and  Plaifters,  infinitely out-
number thofe which have had the
good Fortune to be cured; if yet,

they are ptoperly cured, who are de- -

prived of the free Ufe of their Limbs,
which is the Cafe of the Generality.. -

.. Kﬂgwgyé;, gui mambu.r operatur. *
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REMARKS

Upon the Foregomg

“DISSERTATION

WEFROHE Wits, and even the
_l.» “ g learned Men of Iraly, have
n_;q f&2 been long diftinguithed for
’ ~ their Inclination to Difs
courfes of this Nature, which are fre-
quently interpreted in fuch’ a Manner
as to do no great Honour to their A-
bilities, and ftill lefs to their Morals.
But it may be they are, in this Re-
fpeé't a little hardly treated ; fince, in
a warm Country like theirs; where
‘ G2 - Im-
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Impurities of all Sorts are but too fre«
quent, it may very well happen that
fuch ftrange Accidents may, from
Time to Time, arife as highly to ex»
cite both their Wonder md their At.
tention, rather from their Skill in A
natomy, and their Acquaintance with
human Nature, than from any bad.

Habits opvitiated Inclinatignis in them- - .

felves,

200 for t]ﬂc Caf’e of thlS )ioung Wo-
: man, o =rtamly very exgraordmary, ,_
and may ta ,xeforc ]u{hfy, at leaft in

fome Meafure, the Pains which this

learned ar,xd mq%uﬁinous M;ax;\ has taken.
aboul; hcr But it does not appear that
he has affi gned any. Gaufe whateves,
or fo much as a.dvanced any. Erobablg
» Con;eéture on tlug cxtravagant.Tm;n
of her Lcwdncfs, ‘notwithftanding it

fur-

SRS
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‘furprized him fo much. Yet this we
might reafonably have expected from

2 Treatife written by ope of the Fa- -

culty, and one who, without any
Seruple, profeffes that it had taken up
fo much of his Thoughts.

It thould feem, that this irrég,ul’éﬁ-
. and violent Inclination, by which this

Woman. render'd herfelf infamong, *
- muft cither proceed from fome Errar
in Nature, or from fome Diforder o -

Perverfion in the Imaginatic.a.  ‘Asto
the firft of thefe, the Autho?’ feemgto
haye semoved all Doybt ; fince, om
the Account, be gives of the Diffection,
of .the Body, it is very. evident that,
there was nothing amifs ; and we have-
good Reafon to believe, that he meang
to infinuate fo much at leaft to his,

.....

- Readers, by infiting fo long upon g

par-

- el

9
]
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particular Circumftance. We ought,
therefore, to acquit Nature of any
Fault in this ftrange Creature, and to
look for the Scurce of fo odious and
fo unnatural a Vice, only in her Mind;

and there, indeed, if clofely attended
to, it will be found that more mon-
ftrous Produ@ions are to be met with
~ than have exercifed the Pens of fuch
as have addi@ed themfelves to write
of ftrange Blrths, and fuch like Pro-
dxgles :

* It feems therefore moft likely that
this unfertunate and fcandalous Crea-
ture had her Imagination corrupted
carly in her Youth, either by obfcene
Tales that were voluntarily told in her
Hearing, or by’ privately hﬁcmng to
the Difcourfes of the Women, who
are too generally corrupt in that Coun-

try.
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try. Her Head being thus filled with
vicious™ Inclinations, perhaps before
* fhe received any Incitements from her
~ Conftitution, might prompt her to
thofe vile Practices, which being be-
gun in Folly, were continued through
Wickednefs ; nor is it at all unreafon-
~ able to believe, that, by Degrees, this
mlght occafion a preternatural Change
in the animal Spmts, and a Kind of
. venereal Fury, very remote, and even,
repugnant to that of her Sex.

Something of the like Kind is re~
ported to have happened many-Years
agoto a very v1cxous Woman, in- a
Country that it is not neccﬂ'ary to
name.. This Woman was the Wife
of an. Apothecary, very diffolute in
her Manners, and, as fome thought,. a
httle dlﬁraé'ted m her Head. - Her

) Hufband
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Hufband bore with het a long Time;
~ out of Refpe& to her Family, and
for the Sake of the Fortune he had
with her. . But at length fhe took 2
Freak of this Kind into her Head,
which had very fatal Confequences to
an innocent and deferving Perfon, and
which alfo brought upon the Offendet
herfelf a Part 4¢ leaft of that Shame
- 28d Punithment which fhe defetved.

This vil Woman, knowing: that
her Hufband had received a very large
Sum of Moricy, took the Advantage
of his Abfence, broké open the Plict
whére he kept i, and havirig got it
ffito her Pofitffion; procured Men’s
Clodths, in which' fhe ‘made her E:
féape. As foon' s fhe found hef'-
felf in a Placé of Security, fhé pro=
wdéd an Equipage, and affuméd thé

Name
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Nime of 2 young Gentlerhan who
“was her Relation; by which, without
any Sufpicion, fhe introduced herfelf
into the beft Companies, and by a
fuitable . Behaviour, maintained . the
Cheat for fome Time perfeitly well ;
a Thmg fo much the more practicable,
* as her’s was an Impoﬁure abfolutely

‘new and ftrange.

: It fell out, at fome Place of public Di-
verfion, that the heard a Gentlewoman,
the moft famous of her Time for the
Sweetnefs of her Voice, and her ad-
mirable Skill in Mufic, perform =
Cantata, accompanied with a Lute.
Upon this, it came into her Head to
make Love to her, which fhe did.
with all the exterior Marks of the
warméft Paffion. But the Gentlewo-
man; tho’ the Perfon of this Creature
L H was
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was far from being difagreeable, had

a natural Avérfion to her, and tould

never be brought to have anyLikingfor .
her ; tho’ neither fhe, nor any Body
elfe, had the leaft Sufpicion of the
Impoftuire. |

Her Friends, however, who looked
upon this as a very extraordinary
Match, prefled her to lay hold of fo -
favourable an Opportunity of fettling
herfelf handfomely in the World, and
becoming the Wife of a Perfon who
- was able to maintain her in Splender,
and who, from the Name thus im-
pudently affumed, was.generally ‘be-
lieved to have a great Eftate. All-the
Excufes fhe could make could not di~

vert her Relations from the: Profecution

of this Defign ; and at laft, tho’ with'
much Relu®ance, they fo far van-
| ‘quithed
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quithed her Diftafte; as toengage her
to aceept of -this Hufband ; and that
too in a thorter Time than ought to.
have been taken in a Matter of fuch
Importance. But they were fo afraid
that the Family of the young Gen-
tleman, for whom this Woman was
taken, fhould hear of the Matter, and
prevent the Marriage, that they hur-

" ried it on with an indifcreet Zeal,

which they very foon repented.

It was at length, therefore, pub-
lickly celebrated, and with great Mag-
nificence ; which is, perhaps, ‘one of
the higheft Marks of Impudence with
which the World was ever acquainted,
- But, as may be eafily believed, the
villainous Secret was foon difcovered,
and the execrable Offender fecured,

The Noife that this Story made,
- Ha2 brought
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brought the Apothecary to the firft:

Knowledge of what was become of

his Wife ; who, after the had under-

gone fuch an Examination, as was ne-
ceffary to render her pretended Mar-
riage, in the Courfe of a judicial Pro~

ceeding, abfolutely - null and void,

was put into his Power, -with fo much
of the Money as remained unfguan-~
dered: in this wild Adventure,

As for the unfortunate( Gentlewo-
raan, who was the Vi&im of her
Friends good Wifhes, whofe Cha-~
rater was perfetly unfpotted, and
who was efteemed for her Beauty, and
admired for her Virtue, as much as
for the Excellency of her Voice, and
delicate Hand upon the Lute, fhe
was fo . deeply affected with ' the
Shame that attended this Affair, which,

o - ' hOW?

-
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~ however, brought not the leaft Impu-
tation upon her, that it threw her into
a violent Diforder of Mind, from’
which a hectic Fever arofe, that kllled
her in a fhort Time.

As for the Monfter who had been
the Author of this Misfortune, her
Hufband very prudently caufed her'to
be confined as a Lunatic; ahd in that
Condition fhe fome Years after breath-
ed her laft, to the great Satxsfa&mn of
her Spoufe, and of her own Famlly,
who thought themfelves,in fome Mea-
fure, dithonoured by her Infamy.

This fhews, as well as the Cafe
which occafioned the mentioning of
it, that there is an amazing Violence
in thefe vicious Irregularities, which'
has this happy Confcquence, that they

are
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- are quickly betrayed, and in moft.

Countries chaftized with that Seve-
rity which they deferve; and, with-
aut Doubt, the only Reafon that can
juftify the making Things of this Sort
public, is to facilitate their Difcovery,
and thereby prevent their ill Confe-
~ quences, which indeed can fcarce be
prevented any other Way.

It is therefore very expedient, when-
. ever a Treatife of this Kind is com- .
mitted to the Prefs, that it fhould be
accompanied with fuch Refle@ions as
may render it manifeft, that it comes
abroad with a good Intent, and with
areal View of correting, nata latent
Defign of" corrupting the Merals of
Youth ; and, for this Reafon, it may
© not be improper to hint at a few Par-
ticulars
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ticulars that are extremely worthy of
Notice. )

_The firft is; that it behoves People
to be highly cautious, asto that Kind
of Difcourfe which they hold in_the
Prefence-of very young People of ei-
ther Sex-; fince, the’ it is very eafy to
forefee :that lewd or lax Converfation
muft have bad Effe@s, yet it is not
altogether o ‘ealy to -comprehend
what %ery bad Effe@s may follow
from it ;- of which this Difcourfe, and
thefe Remarks, afford -fufficient In«
ftances. . -

-In the next Place, it affords - (if
that were at all neeeffary) a new Ar~ .
gument for fupprefling thofe f{candas
lous ‘and flagitious Books, ‘that are not
only privately but publickly handed

about
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about for the worft Purpofes; as well
as Prints and PiGures calculated to

inflame the Paffions, to banith all

Senfe of Shame, and to make the
World, if poﬁible, ‘more corrupt and

profligate than it is already. We are -

very certain that all Things of this
- Sort muft have a very bad Tendency ;
but furely it would lay fome Kind of
Reftraint, even upon thofe who' are

- moft forward in thefe Things, if they

confidered, that they know not what
might be the Confequences, and that
“they may become inconfiderately the
Inftruments of much greater Wicked-
_ nefs than they defign.

"~ We may add to all this, that from
‘hence may be-borrowed a very - juft

Reafon for punithing more feverely, -

. or at leaft not making fo light of a
Pra&ice not altogether uncommon,

which -
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which is that of Women appearing in
publicPlaces in Mens Cloaths ; a Thing
that manifefts an extreme Affurance,
and which may have many ill Confe-
- quences, and thofe too of very dif-
ferent Kinds.  This, by the Myfaic
Law, is confidcred as a capital Of-
fence, which deferves fo much the
more Reflection, as it will be found,
upon a ftrit Enquiry, that moft of the
Laws in that Code, are founded upon
the moft perfe& Knowledge of human
Nature. It is alfo looked upon asa
great Crime by our Law, as well for
political as moral Reafons ; and there~
fore it is very ftrange, that, merely to
indulge an idle Whim, or a foolith
Humour, the beft, or at leaft the moft
innocent Reafons that can be fuggefted
for it, this fhould be looked on with
an Eye of Indifference, and rather as
a Species of -Levity than of Guilt.

' I T



resy
" To difpenfe with Laws from Ne-
ceffity, or for the Sake of fome pub-
lic Convenience, may be excifable;
and even reafonable ; but, to fuffer
fuch Laws as our Anceftors inftituted
from the wifeft Motives, and for the
moft falutary Purpofes, to fall -into
 Diffuetude, and even Contempt, to gra-
tify the Lovers of Diverfions ; in Fa-
vour of which, even their beft Ad-
vocate is able to fay no more, than
that they are Jilly Diverfions, is not a
littie firange and furprifing, and muft
give a fingular Idea of thofc Altera-
tions in - our. Policy and Manners,

which have arifen from our Polite- .
nefs, and our Defire to copy Foreign<
ers in every Thing, ‘not excepting °

ti oﬁ, Folliex ,," of which the wifeft
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