


'
&
!

|
3
|
:
z

exh. 1423

DOCUM'NT 2721

- m —_l--—,n_u-.q-n.--- - T oy = il

LORENZO POLITO, being duly sworn, testified at Inopacan,

Leyte, P. I., on 10 January 1946, as follows:

&

A

Q
A

Q
A

Sggte your full name, agey nationality, occunation and home
address.

LOREY'Z0 POLITO, 18 years old, Filipino, student, and a
resident of Inopacan, Leyte, P, I,

Tell all that you saw when y

the Japanese

On or about 6 h 1944 at the compuls ry morning exer-
¢ises which civilians were forced to attend by the Jap-
anese garris Anono Alporaque Dedace, Gil
Picon ancd nr ed by the Japanese to carry
thelir p g up patrol. The members of
the patrol

soldiers in the pa
eight o'clock in the morning, right after
patrol left Inopacan and
barrios. About four o'e]
day, we came through the sitio of Ginabay, Barrio of Mo-
rao, Town of Inopacan. The sitio had been vacated by the
people except for a woman, Anatalia Matinao, and her newly
born child; a man, Santiago Humok about 70 years old,
anc two small children whose names I do not know, all of

- whom were found by the Japanese soldiers when they searched

the houses in the sitio. They tied the hands of these five
prisoners behind their backs and tied them to separate
posts in a nipa house. Then the house was set afire by
the Japanese and these prisoners were burned alive. After
the house was set afire = ] the patrol left
the area,.

to Daugdog.

a boy about seventeen years old whose name I do not know,

and bayonetted him. The second day of the patrol, we

reached Canangay, at abnut two ofclock in the afternoon.

4 young weman, Eulrossng YEYOTa Z0CUl 24 yuars Olde &S

caught niding in the grass. The officer in charge of the

ol tore off her clothes, while two soldiers

taken to a small nipa hut,

l'l,,,-- it -‘,-n 1--;1'

patrol used
Soldiers held her
While the officer dig this, ] sy the girl was scream-
ing. She finally lay still ang silent. The Jzpanese then
set fire to the nipa hut. When the girl was caught and
her clothes were torn off by the officer, I was about a

hundred meters away. The nipa hut they took her to was
five meters away from where
structed view of all this be-

. re the only killings I saw on the patrol,
which lasted a week in all before we got back to Inopacan.

Can you describe or name any of the Japanese in the patrol?
1 their names, but the officer in charge of
@ scar on his breast which was horse-shoe

The sear ran from shoulder to shoulder and down
the collar bones. I could see thin scar beeause

the officer would take his shirt off when he was hot.

He was about 35 years old; about 518" tall:

build; erecisy straight legged; head was shaved; no

moustache no glasses; a yellowish.complexion, slanted

©€Y€S; no missing or gold teeth. T did not notice any

Scéars or amputations on him. He wore a kakhi uniform

with cloth leggins: a cloth cap with neck protectors;

he was armed with a sword and a pistol,
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Q Do you have anything further to add to this statement®
A No,

/s/ Lorenzo Polito
LORFNZO POLITO

COM'ONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES ))
PROVINCE OF LEYTE g SS
)

TOWN OF INOPACAN

I, LORENZO POLITO, being drly sworn on ocoath, state that
I have read and understcod the Ifcregoing transcripticn of my
interrogation and all ansvers cortained therein, consisting

of two (2) pages, are truc tc the best of my knowledg= and
belief,

/s/ Lorearo Polito
LORENZO POLITO

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of
.January, 1946,

. /s/ Villiam M, Moorhead
WILLIAM M. MOORHEAD, 2¢ Lt,Or
Investigating Officer, #ar Crimes
Investigating Detachment.

L ERTIFICAETE

We, WwILLIAN M, MOORHEAD, 24 Lt, 01559953, Ord, and
GUILLFRMO J. REYES, 24 Lt, F-45814, Inf, certify that on
10th day of January, 1946, personally appeared before us
LOREINZ0 POLITO. and gave the foregoing answers to the several
acuestions set forth; that after his testimony had been
transcribed, the said LORFNZO POLITO read the same affixed

.113 signature thereto in our presence.

. Inopacany Leortic, P, I, /s/ William M. M orhead
WILLIAM M, MOORHEAD, 2d Lt,Ord
Irvestigating Officer, War Ciircs
Investigating Detachment.

10 Jornary 1946 /s/ Guillermo J. R-vcs
| GUILLERIO J. REYES, 2né Lt, Inf
Investigating Officer, War
Crimes Investigating Detachmeni

CERTIFIED TRUE COPV:

/s/ Ailliam }, Moorhead
WILLIAW M. MOCFHEAD, 2d Lt, Ord.
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CERTI

I, Alva C, Carpenter, Chief, Legal Section,
General Headguarters. Supreme Commander for the
Allied Powers, do hereby certify that the attached
photostatic copy of the affidavit of LORENZO POLITO
is a true and correct reproduction of the original
affidavit which was taken at Inopacan, Leyte, P. I.
and subsequently accidentally destroyed. This
true copy was made from the shorthand notes by

the reporter.

/s/ Alva C, Carpenter:
Alva C. Carpenter,
Chiefy Legal Section,

Witness: 7s/ John R, Pritchard

Sworn to before me this 29th
day of October 1946, Tokyo, Japan.
/s/ John R. Pritchard

Captain, Infantry
Summary Court




