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SUMMARY

Formaticn and missicn of 6th Air Army in Okinews campaisn 2nd in preparstion
for defense of Kyushu; relatisns botween Navy and army Air Ferces; frrmsticn
and nperatici: of suicide units.

AULERES!  #1 —~ Schedule of Jaa?d snrties in "KIKUSUI" cperati~ns, prepared by

Sixth Air Army Hg.

#2 — System of Command of Sixth Air army durinz Okinawa Campeign,
prepared. by Sixth Air army Hg.

#3 —~ Bomb Loads »f Suicide Plaies, prepared by Sixth 4ir Army.

#4 — Suicide sorties by Plane Types in Okinawa Campeiga, preoared
by Sixta Air Army.

#0 — "The Sixth air Army and the Okinawa Operaticn", paper prepered
by Lt Crl J1i Naomichi, seninr staff ~fficer of Sixth air army.
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Were you the ~nly head of the Kyodo Kokugun?

Thet is right; I wag the cnly head. .
Why wes the Kyode Kokugun turned intr the Oth air Army?

The Xy~do Kokuzun was eet wp to train men f-r air service. It was directly
under the Minister of War, and its chief hat charge rf trainins airmen.
When the time ajproached fer the use of these men tactieally in the
OKIlia’a Campgain, the orzanizaticn was chenged tr a tactical from a train-

ing orgznizaticn, and I then resigned as head of the traizing and became
heac ~f the tactieal creganizaticn.

It must have been very difficult tc hold the three prsiti-ng -- Commanding

Alr Hg., Inspectcrzte Genersl ¢f aviatiorn and the Ky~d: K-kueun? how dicd
you divide ycur effcrts?

Whea I first assumed office, the administrative wirk of the Air Head-

quarters was my chief duty and teook most of my time. . With the development
cf the war situaticn, it became necessary t- give mere and nore time tr
the tectical side, and

. it finally became necoessary tc separate ta se fuue -
ticoa.

Who assigned you tc¢ the c~mmand of the Sth Air army?

I rec-ived ny assignment directly frem the Empercr and n-t thrcush. the War

Office. Men of my raniz received their assignrient always as a direct
luperizl eemand.

Duesitt thet mean, in effcet, thet the assignment went threush GHQ?

Of crurse, the deliberati:as in the chrice < f 2 men enc the ¢ nsulte-
tica regerdiag an apprintment was dene tar-ugh the War Offics and GHG, but
waen thet had been decided >nC apprevel given, the cendicdete, himself,

L]

eppeared and was directly invested with the. auth-rity.
What was the sc-pe of the Sth air Arnyls jrb?

Wwhen the 6th Alr Army was set un, it wos actually the cresrti~n of a new
headquarters. The units essigned tc it were taken from the First Air AlMY
anc the Ky 4. Krlusun and were merely reassicned to the oth Air Aarny.
There were no special crders issuced at thet tine; the units were te¢ CC N~
tinue undsr the ~rders alreedy given. At thet time, there was nc divieicen
cf the ccuutry frr dofense between the twe e2ir ermies. The lst Air army
centinued its wnrk of replecement and traininz, ead ny tegk in the 6th Air

Arny was the tectical fighting end. The Civision intc areas tn be defended
came later.

Just when 3i¢ that .ivisinn ‘ccur?

The area divisicu for defense was nade at the time ¢f the TEI Operati:as

(Defeuse of Okinewa) -~ in March, Just befrre the cpening £ the O0LIlaia
Canmvaisn, |

That wiuld be at the tine 6f the first american corrier-pl-ne attack
agzalinst Okinewa?

he 6th air arny wes denleyed ca this Island (LYUSHU) on the 10th ~f March.
The amcricawn carrier strike rn this Island and SHILOWU was ~r the 19th.
The divisi'n hal act then been made but c=me sh:rtly thereafter.

Was the dividinz line based tn the area jurisdictiius ~f the Ground armies?
Tae divisiin was made ab ut A42ril, but it was n-t based up n the Greowid
ALy Sivisiing it was made rn a new principle eatirely indepe.dent ¢ f

the Griwil arnies, At thot tine (in april) the 6th air army wes <iven

the resprisibility for KOREa . AYUSHU, and YaMaGUCHI Prefectura.

i
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That was all ¢f KOREA?

At that time there were no tactical rutfits especially assigned tc KOREa,
but I was respcnsible f-r adding such cutfits.

Did this 6th Air Army area continue until.after the end of the war, or was
it changed later?

The area remained the same up to the close of the OXKILAWA Campaigii, but
when the defense of JAPAL Proper beécome imminent, there was a re-divisicn
brinzinz the line up apprrximately from the pcint -f the KII Peninsule,
aporoximately due noerth to the JAPAN Sea, includinz OSaKa but not NaGOYA.
On the ¢ ther side, the responsibility frr KOREa was at that tinme assismed
te the d5th Air arnmy.

When did the B8th Air army first begin te have clese relationships with the
aval air Force, with which it operated during the OKIWa Cempaiza?

March 20 cr 22 - ¥ am not sure which.

What, exactly, was that relaticnship?

The idea of bringing the twe Air Forces together had heen very widely
discussel, and the necessity of the cleosest kind of cooperaticn in the air
war had been strongly felt by a znod many cfficers, but rrganizaticunal
przblems made the constructirn ¢f a separate air Force extremely difficult.
Theref.re, it was decided that since the Havy beth in the air and cu the
water was heevily inv~lved in the defense nf OKILWA, the 6th Alr Army
shculd te put under the comnand (shiki) ~f the Favy.

Was this in cecafernity with a gzenerzl division of duties between the Army
anG Havy all during the War?

Up to this time there had been no such clean division of duty. In the
Philippines Campaign whers the attempt was made tc operate together, the
results were nct satisfretory. 4accordingly this step was taken—of

putting the 6th Air Army under the Navy-—-to produce a nore unified strategy.

What was the title of the Navael Crmmand tc which the 6th AF was subor-
dinated, anc whc was the Japanese Air Admiral with whom yru worked?

Adm TOYODa, Commander in Chief of the Combined Fleet, was in general com-
mand; the S5th Air Fleet was the Naval Air Ccmmand in Kyushu.

Whe was in ccmmand of the 5th Air Fleet?
Vice aAdm UGaKI.

Weuld this mesn that the 6th Air Army, like the 5th Air Fleet, received

its operaticnel instructicns durinz the OKINAWA Campaign direct frem
Admiral TOYODa in Tokyn?

Yes, we beth received crders directly from Adm TOYODa in Tokyo.

Were you given cnly general instrueticns to carry cut attacks azaiast the
americains, ¢r were ycu given detailed iustructivns?

The iastructicns received from Tokyc were of a general tyme; but the
actual details ¢f cpersticns were arranzed by crnsultati'n betweeu myself
and Vice adm UGaAKI, and I fcllowed his plans.

We have here a schedule (Aniex #1) ~f the KIKUSUI Operati-n (fer attacking
Allied ships at Okinawa) and the 6th Air Army perticipati-n in this ‘pera-
tisn. Was this the type rf thinz that was planned by you and Admiral
UGALI 2s tc¢ date, number ¢f aircraft participatinz; 2i’n't ycu et any
specific instructicns from Tckyol?
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n KIKUSUI ration”, w ¢ b Navy - that is the Navy!s name
fThbl Te V1c=qggmaﬁuaﬁl C&%%lgg r&% Ke an% and s“% thg date§ gﬁt |

usually after consultaticn with me. The nunber ¢ f planes assigued to, each

day's operatirns from the Army had’ to be settled by myself in the 11ght of
the available nunber.

The nrmy'?nd Navy inte rcha“ﬁed fully 1¢frrm9t1ﬁn rn tho number of nlanes
each hac available and was intending tc send on each rperaticn?

The rain point of crnsultati'n was with regard t~ the air ecvexr fronm .. ..
Kyushu t¢ Ckinawa. As we were -always shert of planes,. this t pic required
the greatest oc: perati~n. As t~ the number :f aArny suicide planes which

went cut each day, that was left entirely tc the 6th.Aar.Army and was
governed by the number available.

Were there bdbcth Army and Navy suicide plenes?

There were Navy suicide planes in each »f the Kikusui Operati-uns, bdbut

there was uc special consultati-n =25 to the nurmber which would be seat by -
eacil .f the Japanese air Forces. That depended entirely -n what was
avallable 2t the time.

L G

Dies the chart presented tcday tetelling élOTSﬁrtieS ( n Kikusui Oppratlcas)
represent the entire number? (The reference is to annex #1) -

Yes.

Were there in additirn te the 210 nlanes, rther Arny plancs which flew
cut and back es cover?

Yes.
Is it pcssible 4c nbtain ficures crrresponding té thrse fcr 'suicide scrties?

It weuld Dbe 1MD0581bl to supgly from memory a chart «f the number that
went ~ut esch time., I hed the 2nd and 3rd Attack G Groups (Sentc Tai) avail-
able tc furnish cever cver specified ereas. (Sce Annex #2) Durine the.
early »art of the cpmpalan there weuld be perhaps 30 planes fer eover in

the arsa uepr Xyushu, L 80 tc 60 in the area re-ching as far a2s the
Nerthern end of ﬂxlnawa.

An adlitisnz2l 50 or 607

les, an additi-nal 50 or 50, The Navy wruld take cver from thst print and
furiish aliiti-nal cover. -

Dic y.w heve a general slen for hs aving cover for all the suicide planes
that went out — such as twe planes to act as cover for oach suicide plane,
or any pgrtlcul T ratin? |

Iue:il;, that is the thing thet shculd have been dene; we shculd have de-
ternited from the aveilable air crver the rumber ¢ f suici? e plancs to be

seit up —-= actually the situati n 2i7 nct allcw that Fiod *f TI1NS == we

singly seat as maﬁy_planes as we cculd t- c~ver the missican.

Whew you say the 2nd ani drd attack Groups (Sento Hiketai) de you men:
hm cuth a.f 30th Sentc Hikcshuden?

The Cesi-uetion of the lst, 2nd, and 3rd attack Greups (Sentc Tai) was

sinyly ny sersrual designeti‘n and nnt the fficiel designati-n 2f the

Sriug, 2nc as the schedule which has been wresented t- d=y shrws, what I 7

cell the lst Atteck Groun (Sentc Tai) actually was virtually all the

Spocial attacik planes. The 2ad Scntr Tai wag the 100th Flyineg 3rizade, ~ ;
the 47th Flyins Regt and scme additienal Special Attack plenes, and the

ore Seutc Tei iancluded the 6th Flying Brizade, the 09th Flying Regt, the

c¢«th Tlyiue Regt, .ond alsc srne Spcecial aAttack plaaes.

Were thcre sizeabdle numbers of Svecial Attacx wlanes in each rf the
attack Groups?

20l =4-
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A. The suicide planes in the 1lst and 3rd Attack Groups included varicus
types of planes, The numbers in each of those groups were much larger
than the number of suicide planes in the 2nd Attack Group, which were all
of the same type as the fighter planes which covered them. The lst
Attack Group was originally loecated a2t Kikuchi, though at times it ad-
vanced as far as Kikai Island. The 2nd Attack Group was based in the
neighborhoed of Miyakonojo, while the 3rd was at Chiran.

Q. All the regular units listed in the chart are fighter units, aren't they?’

A. The planes in the 2nd Attack Group were fizhters, while those in the 3rd
Attack Group were, in part, light attack bombers. -

Qe In additi.n tc these suicide attacks-and the ccver missicns which were
flown with them, did the 8th Army cerry out normal bombinb missions
against Okinawa?

4. Yes, we carried out bombing missions with the 60th and 110th Flyinz Reets.

Q- Was this also true of the Navy - did they also carry out regular bombing
as well as suicide missicns?

AQ YGS-

Q. What is your estimate of the number of recular bombing missions cerried out

by the 6th Air army during the eight Kikusui Opereticns?

A« Duringz the pericd of the Kikusui Operations, there were 240 sorties by
heevy bombers. In additi n to the suicide attacks shown in the chart,
walch ere tctalled at 410, there were rther attoceks by individuel sui-
cide plznes or small grouvs which went cut without cover whenever the
weather scemed propiticus. These are nct included in the chart. (Annex

#)

Q. Then in order to get an over-all meximum total of all the 6th Air Army
sorties flown during the sntire Okinawa Cempsign, it would be necessary
tc adc the <10, the 240, the additicnal occasionsl suicide sorties be-
tween Kikusui Operations, the fizhter ccver for the suicide sorties, and
the reconneissance missions?

A. That's right.
Q. What do you estimate th=t nver-all total figure to be?

A It would be necessary to add aporoximately 190 to the previous total of
410 to get the total number of suicice attoacks durins this pericd. (See

Annex #4) The bombing attercks totealled 240: there were approximately 730
cover sorties, and 120 reconnaissance sorties, givine us a gr=and total of

1890, aporoximetely 2,000 scrties.

Qe This total of roughly 2,000 represents, then, the o6th aAir Army's full
effort in the Okinawa Campeisn. Could you give us 2 comperable figure
fcr the Wavy during the Cempzigh?

A. T eanmot zive sn estimate, but the number was greater than that of the army.

(Colonel JI&, the General's Operations Officer stated.at this pcint that
in his opinion the number was approximately the same as the Army's.)

Q. What is your cstimete of the effort cf the 8th Flying Division from
Formosa during the Nkinawa Campaign?

A. (The Geaneral said th>t he had ne informaticn cn this matder, but Cclcael
JIu stated that the number of suicide »nle2iies which attacked from Foraosa
and those which, attacked while @ning fron Kyushu t» Formosa, totalled
something in the neighberhcod of 250.)

301 -5~
BESTRICTED

v




Interrczaticn Centd (251)

£ o

A,

Qe

RESTRICTEL

In additicn, what about the attacks carried out by the 5th Air Army stag-
ing through Jyushu durinz the Okinawa Campalen?

The planes from the Sth Air Arny which staged thr:ugh Kyushu to Okinawa
mmoercd sixtcen in all, and the tct=l number of scrtics was Drcbably
between 30 and <0, 2

Tc what extent did ycu exercise ecntrcl cver thesc m1351ﬁns by the 8th
Flyine D1V1sion and the 5th Air Arnmy?

I had nc authcerity cver the planes of the 8th Flyinz Div, except that the
few which attacked Okinawa on the way from Kyushu were temporerily under
ny ccmmend. The planes ¢f the 5th Air army were never put under ny |
CC AL

Were the scrties by these two groups crdered by Adm TOYODa during the
Okinawa Campaisn?

Neither «f the cutfits was under the direct ccrmand cf adm TOYODa. Scrties
of the 8th Flying Div. were crdered by the Japanese army Ccmmand in For-
ricsa. OScrties ¢f the 5th FA pl:sues were arransed by the loecal comaianders
of the airficlds which they were using in c nfornity with my zeaeral jlan,
but nit at ny special command. |

Were ycu kept infermed of the plans of the wth Flyinz Div?
Yes, I was i.fcrmed vhen they were geing up,

How much c¢f your eir strenszth did you commit tc erch phase of the Kikusui
Operaticn? Were the intervals betweon phases necessary for recuperaticn?

aAbcut 605 of the aveilable strencth was committed t- any ~ne ~peraticn.
The intervals bhetwecen the snrties were necessary t~ bring up planes
from the resr tr renlace thc losses in preceding scrties. 60% of the
streusth at the fecrward beses was crmmitted.

Did yru #ut ocff as many sorties as ycu planned? What interfered with the
scrtles to prevent the schoduled number freom taking off?

607 represents the number of nlanes which, on the averaze it was possibdble
to @et off the gr-und. In this 60% there are nct included the planes
which tork off and returned because of dafects. The reason 100% cculd not
be sent was that the equipping cf planes for this tyoe of crmbat preved
extre-mely difficult, and it was impossible tc keed up with the demands.

What was the tyne of equipping that caused so rmch tr-uble?
The first difficulty in equinment of these slanes was that.we were using
the ¢lder plaases, the engines ~f which were in weoer eosnditiczn and re-
quired a great o..ea1 cf fixinzg up to make them effective. See-nlly, be-
cause ¢f the pcrr ernditisns of the engines, the drawin~s of fuel fram
the extra tanis was cften faulty, and the alaics were nct adle to fly
tne required distance. In the third -lace, we were usinz, in the early
part ¢f the cperaticns, Naval boubs which we found extremely difficult te
adapt t. cur Arny planes.

Io what extent did Allied air cperatiins over Japan interfere with Janan-
ese alr Force preparaticns for activity!?

Durinz the nlkusul Operatlxh, the losses caused in Army fields under ny
crnand by allied effort were extromely small. The attack cn Tachiarai
caused scme cemagze, but the demagze fronm the cther attscks was slicht

i ':\..ak.-\l-

Dic the attack an Lachleral damaze the depﬁt suff1c141t1y tn interfere
with maintenance werk rver eny extensive weri-é ff tine?

851 b
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iue Tacnlarai aepot at tnat time was not unaer my immeaiate charge; but tne

destructicn of both parts and machines used in equipping and maintenance was
very serious. ' - . T =

Had'yuu expected thétlallied attacks would cause more damage than they

did? Was the reason the effects of damacé was limited the fact that the
fecilities were dispersed?

Abcording to my‘ihformation; the ldss to the Naval fields was.very rmuch
heavier than it was to the Army fields, and certainly the loss to the &
Army fields was ruch less than I had anticipated. I think this was largely

the result of an extremely strict pclicy of dispers>l which I enforced on
the army fields. ' -

Did the policy of dispersal alsn work the other way - did it make it nec-
céssary tvo take additicnal time to get planes in the air due to the
distance to the dispersine fields?

The policy of dispersal required that a great deal mere time be soent in
preparing for a sortie. For example, if the taks-off was to be in the

early morning, it was necessary tc begin assembling the planes the eveniﬁg

befere, or atileast from about the middle of the nignt.

When was the decisicn made to call off the Kikusui Operaticns, and whc
made the decisicn? '

The close ¢f the Xikusui Opceraticns was not the result of a deeisica,

but was the natural result of the less of Jlancs and the change in the
strategic situation rn Okinawa. The dete was apoixroximately the end of
May. Isclated suicide ettacks in favcrable weather were csrried orn later
ant euled ciily when the current campaign eaded.

Tc what extent did the gascline situaticn affect operaticas, traiaiug,
anct plans in general? %

My field was Cperations, and so far as that was concerned, I was not lini-
ted on the amount of gassline but was allowed what was necessary;.beycad
that, I would.be unable to answer. (Captain ROBERTS: In other worcds,
there was never a shertege of @ascline for his operations.)

From Maj Gen KAWASHIMA Teranosuke, C of S, 6th Air army) While operaticns

were not curtgiled because of lack of gzscline, trainings was curteiled
approximately one-third for that reasecn. Iy K

NOTE: On the fcllowing day Col. JIL submitted a "eorrected statement" on the

gascline situation, based unon further "rocollectirn! by Gen. SUGAWARA.
That statement and the pertinent interrrz=tirn of Cn1. JIN fcllrws:

- Statement: There definitely was a g=scline shrrtaze which affected the
-extent ¢f operaticns. |

Wﬁat area waé affected?

Kyushu, Formosa and Korea.

Thr:;ugh:*ut all the Okinawa campaiczi?

Mainly at the end cf the campaign. The main trruble was that airfields
such as Chiran could nnt be supplied, as the reilrcads were bombed; the
basic reascn was an oversll shertage. 4lso, the quality ¢f the gascline

began to detericrate at the beginning cf the Okinawa campaign; nlanes

. 8quipped tc use 92-nctane gascline had tc be supulicd with 87-cctane zasc—

d1iie durine the earipaion, and ‘the quality went dcwn steadily, shirtening

the pla.es! rance ani deereasine efficiency in zenersal.

- Was alc.hcl (from pine rect ~1l, for example) used Aurine the Okinawa

campaic..?
There was n¢ usge of alcch:l durin: the Okinawa cannaign.

351 -7~
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Qe Was alcchol used later?
A, Yes, Trr trainins.

Q. Did the use of the lower-cctane gascline and of alechel increase main-
tenance prcblems?

A. Het much. The alechel used in the Ketsu Operaticn preparati-ns (defense

againgt Allied invasicn) did eauge maintenance prcblems: a larger nczzle
wags required te feed alcchrl inte the cylinders; alsc the cyllriers tenced
tc rust.

Q. Was the alcohl used pure cr mixed?
A. It was always used mixed.
Continuation of criginsl interrsgaticn.

Q. How did yru ask fer renlecements c¢f 2ircraft and sersrnncl, ant what ner-
cent-ge ¢f your reguests were fulfilled?

O T G R e R RN | A I

A. With regard to the suicide units, it was nct my functi.n tc ask frr re-
placements, but men and plancs werc supplied according tc the pleis of
the Minister ' f War. DFor the rest, I was unable tc ro ceive all that I
asked frr, usually setting aporoximately cne-helf ¢f my request at nce
and the remsinder sexttered sver a pericd of dsys or weeks. (At this
wrint Maj Gen KaWaSHIMa, the Chief of Staff, added that every eff:rt was
made t. kKeen up renlacemeats fcr the erubst areas, 2nd that areas not in-
volved in seri.us combat were deurived - f their replecements. Frr example,
the 3rd air army, Singap: re, received practicrlly nc planes after the
mrnth « f .rL_pI"ll.)

Q. Were renlacements always emol-yed immediately un'n thelr arrival in
Kyushu, due tc the shirtage of aircr=aft?

A. They were emplcyed immediately uprn arrival.

Qe Was the rate of serviceabdility ¢f ﬂlrcr:ft affected by lack «f sufficient
maintenance vers-nnel cr equipment?

A. The figure of 60% availability which I menti-ned a little time az¢ was due
in the first place t» the irnefficiency rather than to the lack of numoers
of service crews. Further, the lew quality of replacement parts, rather
than the lack cf quantity, caused a great deel of trruble. |

Q. Were there any lceal shortazes in the gascline situ2ti-n in Kyushu which
affected cperaticns at particular airfields?

A. Within my field of centrel, it was not necessary at the time nf the_ Qkisawa
campaign t~ limit uauratl'ns for lack »f gasclince.

. and the zasoline you did have — was it always the nrooer :ctane rating?

A. The grade cf sascline used in each tyje c¢f plane was settled in the higher
echel.as, and we were supolied the ty.e ~f gescline -n which they decided.
Whsther failures were ccused by the use «f low :ctane < scline, a2nd whether
the hi~her echelcn wruld have preferred tc use hicher cctane gescline. '
(which they wrcbably did), I am nrt able tr give a definite resly.

Q. Tu tura to a different subject - Aurinz the Okinewa Camdaizn, taere was
nne Jajanese air attack against Yontan airfield. Did y-u ccuceive of that
plen, or whc 4id?

A. It was ny plan.

Q. Whst were the details of the plsn - the nunmber ~f aircra2ft and men 1n-
voived, the number cf units, ete?
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Type 97 Bembers (Sally - Twin Engine) were tc be used. The plan was for
twelve planes tc make the scrtie, but cnly nine finally tock off, and
seven reached the field; 98 perscniel were ianvilved. The unit was nct
pert cf any of the units I contrclled but was a special unit ~f Air Headl-
quarters. It was knwn as the Giretsu Kutesi Tai. -

Was this cperatirn one in which.the Raiding Air Regiments were em,loyed?

The perscnnel of the attack were frem the Reidine Air Brigade (Teishin
Dan), but I believe the vlanes c¢ame fr-m other units.

With reference tc the suicide cperati-ns durinz.the Okinews Campaizn,
wh.se decisiin was it tc make ~seneral use cf Army suicide zircraft?

Alir Headquarters.

Ycu were merely carrying cut instructicns from Air Headquarters - that is,
you culy woerked cut the details?

Yes,

In the Philipp¥nes Campaign when suicicde aircraft were first emplnyed, many
were tcken from nermal flying regiments; was this the cage durins the
Okinawa Campairn Nr were suicide.unitsispecially set anart?

The crgeaizaticn rf'the sulclde units 18. .b th the Phillp)ines and Okinawa
Campaisns was carried cut by velunteers from regular air units. In the
Philippines Campaign, cach unit chcse. its ¢wn name. This alsc was $rue
in the Okinawa Campaign, but the units were then kn .wn by numbers. The
tynves «f planes were designeted, and jrenerally it was decided that each
11t should be ecmonsed of twelve planes. The l west number I knrw (f £r
& unit was number 18, and in the Okinswa Campaizn they used units aumbered
in the 90's, I think, however, there were zovns in the numberins at that
Beiat.

Were these numbers assicgned by air Headquarters?

No, by the War Office.

Bow many different numbered svedial attack units actually were in Kyushu
under your ermmand cver the whele ‘perind? . '

I thirk that there were between 50 and 60 units.: Some ¢f these-remained
at the end of the campairn and had nnt been expended.

Accirding tc the list of airplanes in'the~6£h1ﬁir‘army cnl Aucust 15 at the
end cf the war, there were 790 suicide 2lenes in Kyushu, over anl abcve
the 600 expended. That t:tal (of 1390 planes)(Frr this list see end f
annex #5) would be meny more than 60 units; would it not?

The figure of 50 to 60 units eovered: those. units uwed in the Okinswe. e
Campaign alcne. Fcllowing this, ‘a reserve of planes f-r the defeuse ..f the
main Islands was steadily ncured in including meny CHURIN, giviag the

total which apsears ¢n the chert. |

'

What dc you mean by CHURIN?

The w rd "Churin®" refers to seccndery training .lanes, such as the Ki-9.
Between 60 zad 70 units were in reserve f r the lefense cf the Islends.

Oiice a unit such z2s Unit o . lO was sent cut ~n a suicide missicn was 1t

ever recinstituted with Elfferunt pil(ts and planes, ¢r was it sinuly
wised off the bc-ks? | * X - -

i~ such unit was reeccnstituted. There was nc replecement, even when a
unit had been psrtially exasended.,

Was 1t the sractice to send all the planes of a particular numbered unit
cut “n the s2me missicn, as far as prssible?
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Yes..

Was there a gradual shift in types from cembat types of planes t¢ trailning
tyoce as the Okinawa Campaign went cn?l

he»plogeceleases increased, the ranks were filled up mcre and n.re with
trainin~ planes, but these were nnt used in the Okinawa Cempalen becsuse
~f their lack -f ranze. They were beina held fcr the defense ¢f the
Isleinls. |

What is yrur opinicn cf the effectiveness ~f special attack as a means £
fichting en air war?

Special attack is an extremely cifficult type rf combat ¥7 c-rry ity LE
nlanes and trained personnel feor nermal tyoes of ecrmbat were aveilable,
nrrmel combot weuld be fer miore faveradble, With the nlene situaticn es 1t-
was sad with the lack of sufficiently trained perssnnel, the special

atteck was the rnly means ~uen to us. |

Was there, thea, a Jdeteriorati:n in the quality «f pilits 2s the Ckinawa
Canpeiga weat rn, or were they always of gacd eslider?

There was & fallinaz ¢ £ff in the ability of the »ilcts, dbut nc fallins £
in aerale ¢r in volunteering for suicide attacks. : |

Dif y ur suicide attacks achieve prrgressively less succcess?

Je Ac n't feel that there was any sreat falling ~ff in the results co--
toined from this tyle of ¢ mbat, =nd we estimate apprrximetoly 307, were
successful in their attacks frem beginning tr end; hrwever, we really

heve t¢ ask you abrut the results._

Yru mean that 20% ¢f the 600 sorties were successful?
Yes.

By successful, yru mean a hit ~n any type of shipn?
Yss8, thet the oilct hit his tarzet.

What were the instructi-ns ziven te the 2ilrts as to what terzets tc seek
ot 2nd hew te o about 17

The tarzets fror each sortie were Adesignated as a resvlt »f atudy ¢f re-
connaissance vhrtos, As a seneral rule, the »wilcts were instructed to take
the larcest units which cculd te must efficieatly deomesied by the size cof
neio taey corried.

dere the indiviiuel Kilkusui Operatirns 2lcrted because it was th-uzht a
fresh c.avey had arrived at Okinawa, or Jjust t~ destrcy what shipe.log was
fund- there?

The arrival :f ameriecan ¢ nvcys and task forces had mere influence in ths
decisi n of when a scriie shculd be sent, then did the crnditi-ns ~f the

Jasaaese Air Forces. Decisicn on the basis of Allicd shippina was made
niefly by the lavy.

How were they aware, by scurces ° ther than phrtn recrnnaissance, thet the
ecaveys or attack frrees had arrived?

There was reccnneissance, and there was infermrtion radicred fronm Ozinnwa
a1l Fermosa.

Wes the Jesenese Intellicence abrut the arrivel ~f american units wicled
fr.a b-th Arny aad Havy s urces?

The intelli:encec seems 211 t- have been sent t- Adm Ugaki from Okinawa
F-rivss, end Trkys, and we=s mafe aveilable t- the Army thrrush the Wavy.
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D you feel that ycur intellicence cn Allied movements was adequate for
continuing these cperaticns?

N-, I did nct feel it was adequate.

" K
What navizati nal 2ids were used in assistine suicide aircraft tc the
tarzet?

The suicide »lanes were nct equipped with redin rr similar means fcr navi-
zati nel aid. They were shrwn (n the charts where the terget was, and they
either followed dewn the chain ¢f islands and criented themselves that

way, (r, if the targets were well cffshore, they were at times «cuided by

a bcmber which guided them merely by sight. With the exceptirn of cne cr
twe men especielly preoficient in navigaticn, the suicide pilats were a1t
sent ~a suicide niicht expeditiuns.

What was the general plan which the 6th Air Army had for defense axaiast
Alliec lendings in Kyushu, if the war had g-ne cnt?

As yiu kacw, the heme defease operatirns were as yet cnly in the staze o f
preparatiin. We were figurinz on aporrximetely 1,000 nlanes, special
atteck rr sulcide type. As t~ exectly where and how these wruld be used
pl:zns had nct yet been set up, 21th uzh we had received ceneral orders to
cefend the 6th Air Army's area which I described befrre.

Was it the plan tc use in the end, not ~nly the specizl attack pl=..es dut
all cther nirmel air units as suicide units .in 2 final effort?

Yes.

»
So that, acenrding to the list®that hos been submitted on the day the war
enc.ed there was in Kyushu a tctal of 850 reguler planes eand 790 suicide
planes, all of which would heve been 2vailable fer suicide missicns, plus
whatever additicnal planes could have been dbrousht in.
*Note: This is the list referred tc ab-ve as »resered by Ccl JIN and
incluced i Ais interrczaticon rencrt.

Yes.

Was 1t the intention tc enntinue the eneral relatiinshin between the cSth
Alr army and the 5th Air Flceet for the defense against the invasion?

The arrangenents between the Army and Navy which existed at the time of the
Okinawa Oper=ticns eanded with those rneraticns. I then came under the
direct crmmanc «f the Air General army. I think that the wlan frr armny-
Nevy ccoperaticn was unified at the level of Supreme Headquarters, but as
fer as I was ccucerned, I was cperatins indenendently.

What d¢ you think your chances were of preventing;.a landinz in Kyushu?

Due tov the fact that the field of fighting would net be 600 ~r 70U kilo-
meters distaud, and that the Japanese pilcts would be at the pcint - f

c mbet anywhere alcng the crast, I feel that if prenaratinn had aone ac-
cerding tc cur plans, it weuld have been poussible £fr us to Cefeet the
Alliec attempt to land »n cur sheores.

We have heard the repcrt that the Cemmandine Officer ¢f the lst Mobhile
Base alr Ferce (Adm Fukuda), was so chasrianed when the war ended that he
t~ck his Dlane rut and flew the l=st suicidc attempt t- Okinewa. Is that
ccrrect? h

I den't xmew about Adm Fukuda, dut I understand that adm Uzeki did the
same thing. | -
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SCHEDULE OF JAAF SORTIZS IN "KIKUSUI" TION

M;ﬁf ¢~ PREPARED BY SIXTE AIR ARMY
',5' ,0 ‘A Y 5 o Gl RGeS

1 Y R AR )
o @\ U MKIRUSULY QRRRATION
5 INE ' TR NUMBIR OF
| , , ‘ SORTIZS
oA b1 i 6 april 1945 60
2 "l 2 12 april 1945 50

e / b B 16 april 1945 2
& ! f |

\
A\ g
' 2 Lo . g R :
o3 + T ST 4 o2 !anril 1945 60
~\ A I\ ¢ %
\ ;'I; N J n.‘

g* “ 7 ‘B 29 aoril 1945 80
6 Farly Mey 1945 40
7 Middle -May 1945 36

8 28 Mdy 1945 60

TOTAL 410
(Aporcximetely)
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SYSTEM OF COMMAND.OF 6TH AIR ARMY DURING OKINAWA CAMPAIGH

L1 LT l“‘ﬂ. - .“'* -

PREPARED TH AIR ARMY HQ.

SYSTEM OF COMMAND

(OKINAWA)

6FA~ = = - ~ - - - ~ -1st Attack Group - Tckko Tal

(Specfal attack Units) '
~ = = =2nd A.G.- - -100 FB- - =101 FR

': ~102 FR
¥ 3 L =103 FR
~ 47 FR

e

 =Tokke Tai

i - - 66 FR

i--—59FR

244 FR

T

— -Tckko Tai
- - — =60 FR (Bomb)

~100FR (Bomb)

B SR
}
l

~ - = 2 FR (Sccut Plane)

- 7 FB (Ozuki) -

l

; - Instructicn of esncentrati: n*
- — — =21 FB (Osaka) -

~ == =12 - ---4TR (gerial defense)
- - =71 FR
*NOTE: This phase by the Japanese refers tc training or "instructirn" cof
TOKKO Tal - suicide units - at rear bases.
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BOMB 10ADS OF SUICIDE PLANES

o

T0TAL

SORTIES OF "7

© U BOMB OF TOXXO

BOMB (Xgz)

:

800

5 - 800

250

OKXO" PLAFES (OXIWaila

110
60
- 60
120
150
30

600
(Approximately)




RESTRICTED

L LR A

ANWEX #5: "THE SIXTH A

(Paper prepared by Lt Col JIN‘Naoﬁich{,wséﬁior staff officer of Sixth Air
Army on 30 October 1945.)

4D THE OKINAWA OPERATION"

(NOTE by Lt Col JIN: Because all'docuﬁénts were burned at the time of the
termination of war, this report was written with inaccurate data mainly based
on menory.) -

I. CEAI{ OF COMMAID

The GF was under the command of the Commander in Chief of the
Imperial Japanese Combined Fleet, and executed the combined operation with the
Fifth Navy Air Fleet:
6 Fo (Army)
Combined Fleet (GF) -
5 AF (Navy)

I1I. TaRGET OF ATTaUK

With merchant vessels the main target, the 6 FA was instructed to
destroy them on the sea, although to meet the request of the 3<nd army, the
dropping of supplies by a part of the Heavy Bomber Unit was also executed.

III. iaTURE OF THE ATTACKS

1. The attacks were planned tc use as large a massed plene strength
as possible. But this-did nct alwayes materialize because of the problem of
prepering the aircraft and ammuniticn, ete., during and after the concentration,
and also because of weather conditirns. At times surprise attacks by a small
unit were intenticnally executed.

2. The heavy bomber unit (60 FR, 110 FR) mede 240 sorties; 25
planes did nct return.

3. The torpedo unit (7 FR, 98 FR) fousght under the command <f the
Navy's S5th air Fleet.

L., The attack regiments (Shugeki Sentai) (65 FR, 66 FR) executed
100 sortics in attacking vesssls.

5. In cooperating with the scriies of suicide planes, regular
ccmbat units escorted them as far as the vieinity of the northern part of
Okinawa. In cases of mass suicide attacks, the average regular combat strength
was about SU planes and total cover sorties were approximately 730,

6. The recommaissance unit observed the movements of American
vessels, which was their main duty. Their scrties totaled approximately 120.

7. The GIRETSU glider unit prepared initially 12 planes; &and out of
9 sorties 7 recached the objective (Okinawa); number of perscnnel was 93. This
glider oneraticn was not a success, however, because of the failure of sui-
cide uaits to follow up the next day, due to weather conditions.

RESTRICTED




N,

‘ RESTRICTED

2

IV. STATEMENT OF rLaiES - PILOTS — LOSSES I 6TH »IR ARMY.

AlEX #5 Contd

; 1 april 30 June 15 August Notes
(a) (b) ?

l I' . i
? PLaLES 260 950 850 : 1. (a) Pigures include |
Tj | Kyushu. ;
; & _ ‘ (b) Figures include !
'@ PILOTS A 80 A 280 A 30 ' 11 FD and 51 XKD.
g B 150 B 410 B 450 |
' C 120 C 510 C 550 = 2. Not including units
i in Kento District.
350 1200 1350 ;
PLAIES 310 410 790 ;
Q - f |
< PILOTS A 50 A 20 A 410 f
3 B 150 B 370 B 280 ‘
A C 50 o 40 C 150 . ,
2 I i
|
250 430 790 i
1l Apr to 30 June 1 July to 10 asug i
1 f
" |zossEs 930 150 E
| f‘j‘;’j 'i R | e, S T O O T U T ———— |
;%;g; iCauses of Losses in per cent 1
HE _ ;
o 1. at airfields 10%. .
£ 2. In flight <0%». (Due to allied fighters and tc weather.) |
f 3. after eporcach: |

a. Due to ellied fighters and ships! Aa, 25%.

0. During actual attack against targets, 25%. |
: l '
1'—-——"{_——‘————_——-————”——-———-————-_—_————__—_-4—_——“——_-—+
| ! - General 500 hours and over)
4. Capable of night flight (Flying hours . ;

—— i —— g —— . — —

1

——— —

g%; i i Suicide 250 hours and over) |
;. | |
b i B |
;f?t; B. Capable of dawn flight (Flying hours - in between A and C) i
O e .
, ;EQZ: ;G. Capable -of daylight flight only (Flying hcurs - 150 hrs cr less,)
= *
T P e ——
| 351 -16—~
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